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Of all the eminent scientists who have pains
takingly investigated the mysterious phenomena of
Modern Spiritualism—and there are many—Sir
William Crookes must be easily recognized as leader.

His eminence as a discoverer and an inventor and
his vast services to the world as a chemist have given
to his "Researches into the Phenomena of Modern
Spiritualism" a value and potency that could not
attach to labors of men equally honest and pains
taking, but devoid of his scientific attainments and
great reputation.

Beginning his investigations of Spiritual Phe
nomena over a third of a century ago, when the
prejudice against psychic research was much
stronger than today, and pursuing his researches
with all the care, caution, and accuracy that marked
his other scientific work, he rendered his studies in
this new field doubly valuable to the world by his
conscientious record of all the details and conditions
and his noble boldness in publishing the same to the
world.

The record of his experiments with Daniel Douglas
Home and Miss Florence Cook as psychics, all con
ducted under test conditions, must ever stand among
the most marvelous of human experiences and an
impregnable defence of the spirituality of man's
nature and of his ability to survive the shock of
death.

The articles, here quoted, first appeared in the
Quarterly Journal of Science, of which Sir William
was the able editor; and they have been supple
mented by extracts from the speech of the eminent
scientist delivered from the chair of the British As
sociation, at its Bristol meeting, in 1898, in which
speech he declared over again his convictions con
cerning the value of the results of scientific investi
gation into what has been known as the realm of the
occult.



Some correspondence appearing in the earlier
reproductions of the Quarterly articles is withheld
from this issue, in order that the limit set by the
price of the work may not be exceeded. Such dele
tion is, however, no material loss to the student, as
it is, in the main, a repetition of the matter contained
in the following pages. The first statements of the
scientist were so full, so complete, that, with the
diagrams given, they form the clearest and most con
clusive answer to any criticism.

For a long time students of psychic research in
America have found it difficult, and in some cases
impossible, to procure copies of this celebrated work.
We hope in bringing out this edition in popular
form, at one-half the price charged for the English
edition, we shall render a service to the cause of
Truth by bringing this invaluable work into the
hands of tens of thousands who would otherwise
miss its interesting and transcendingly important
facts.

B. F. Austin.
June, 1904.

THE FOURTH EDITION
In response to a constant pressing demand for this

remarkable testimony of the great Scientist, this
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making 35,000 in all.

The Austin Publishing Co.
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Experimental Investigation
of a New Force

Twelve months ago in this journal I wrote an arti
cle, in which, after expressing in the most emphatic
manner my belief in the occurrence, under certain
circumstances, of phenomena inexplicable by any
known natural laws, I indicated several tests which
men of science had a right to demand before giving
credence to the genuineness of these phenomena.
Among the tests pointed out were, that a "delicately
poised balance should be moved under test condi
tions" ; and that some exhibition of power equivalent
to so many "foot-pounds" should be "manifested in
his laboratory, where the experimentalists could
weigh, measure, and submit it to proper tests." I
said, too, that I could not promise to enter fully into
this subject, owing to the difficulties of obtaining
opportunities, and the numerous failures attending
the inquiry; moreover, that "the persons in whose
presence these phenomena take place are few in
number, and opportunities for experimenting with
previously arranged apparatus are rarer still."

Opportunities having since offered for pursuing
the investigation, I have gladly availed myself of
them for applying to these phenomena careful scien
tific testing experiments, and I have thus arrived at
certain definite results which I think it right should
be published. These experiments appear conclusively
to establish the existence of a new force, in some
unknown manner connected with the human organi
zation, which for convenience may be called the Psy
chic Force.

Of all the persons endowed with a powerful devel
opment if this Psychic Force, and who have been
termed "mediums" upon quite another theory of its
origin, Mr. Daniel Douglas Home is the most re
markable, and it is mainly owing to the many oppor
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tunities I have had of carrying on my investigation
in his presence that I am enabled to affirm so conclu
sively the existence of this Force. The experiments
I have tried have been very numerous, but owing to
our imperfect knowledge of the conditions which
favor or oppose the manifestations of this force, to
the apparently capricious manner in which it is ex
erted, and to the fact that Mr. Home himself is sub
ject to unaccountable ebbs and flows of the force, it
has but seldom happened that a result obtained on
one occasion could be subsequently confirmed and
tested with apparatus specially contrived for the
purpose.

Among the remarkable phenomena which occur
under Mr. Home's influence, the most striking, as
well as the most easily tested with scientific occuracy,
are— (1) the alteration in the weight of bodies, and
(2) the playing of tunes upon musical instruments
(generally an accordion, for convenience of porta
bility) without direct human intervention, under
conditions rendering contact or connection with the
keys impossible. Not until I had witnessed these
facts some half-dozen times, and scrutinized them
with all the critical acumen I possess, did I become
convinced of their objective reality. Still, desiring
to place the matter beyond the shadow of doubt, I
invited Mr. Home on several occasions to come to
my own house, where, in the presence of a few scien
tific enquirers, these phenomena could be submitted
to critical experiments.

The meetings took place in the evening, in a large
room lighted by gas. The apparatus prepared for
the purpose of testing the movements of the accor
dion consisted of a cage, formed of two wooden
hoops, respectively 1 foot 10 inches and 2 feet diame
ter, connected together by 12 narrow laths,, each 1

foot 10 inches long, so as to form a drum-shaped
frame, open at the top and bottom; round this 50
yards of insulated copper wire were wound in 24
rounds, each being rather less than an inch from its
neighbor. The horizontal strands of wire were then
netted together firmly with string, so as to form
meshes rather less than 2 inches long by 1 inch high.
6



The height of this cage was such that it would just
slip under my dining table, but be too close to the
top to allow of the hand being introduced into the
interior, or to admit of a foot being pushed under
neath it. In another room were two Grove's cells,
wires being led from them into the dining room for
connection, if desirable, with the wire surrounding
the cage.

The accordion was a new one, having been pur
chased by myself for the purpose of these experi
ments at Wheatstone's, in Conduit Street. Mr. Home
had neither handled nor seen the instrument before
the commencement of the test experiments.

In another part of the room an apparatus was
fitted up for experimenting on the alterations in the
weight of a body. It consisted of a mahogany board,
36 inches long by 9V£ inches wide and 1 inch thick.
At each end a strip of mahogany iy2 inches wide
was screwed on, forming feet. One end of the board
rested on a firm table, whilst the other end was sup
ported by a spring balance hanging from a substan
tial tripod stand. The balance was fitted with a self-
registering index, in such a manner that it would
record the maximum weight indicated by the pointer.
The apparatus was adjusted so that the mahogany
board was horizontal, its foot resting flat on the
support. In this position its weight was 3 lbs., as
marked by the pointer of the balance.

Before Mr. Home entered the room the apparatus
had been arranged in position, and he had not even
the object of some parts of it explained before sitting
down. It may, perhaps, be worth while to add, for
the purpose of anticipating some critical remarks
which are likely to be made, that in the afternoon I
called for Mr. Home at his apartments, and when
there he suggested that, as he had to change his
dress, perhaps I should not object to continue our
conversation in his bedroom. I am, therefore, en
abled to state positively, that no machinery, appa
ratus, or contrivance of any sort was secreted about
his person.

The investigators present on the test occasion were
an eminent physician, high in the ranks of the Royal
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Society, whom I will call Dr. A. B. ; a well-known
Serjeant-at-Law, whom I will call Serjeant C. D. ;

my brother; and my chemical assistant.*
Mr. Home sat in a low easy-chair at the side of the

table. In front of him and under the table was the
aforesaid cage, one of his legs being on each side of
it. I sat close to him on his left, and another ob
server sat close to him on his right, the rest of the
party being seated at convenient distances round
the table.

For the greater part of the evening, particularly
when anything of importance was proceeding, the
observers on each side of Mr. Home kept their feet
respectively on his feet, so as to be able to detect his
slightest movement.

The temperature of the room varied from 68
degrees to 70 degrees F.

Mr. Home took the accordion between the thumb
and middle finger of one hand at the opposite end to
the keys (see woodcut, Fig. A) (to save repetition
this will be subsequently called "in the usual man

ner"). Having previously opened the bass key my
self, and the cage being drawn from under the table
so as just to allow the accordion to be pushed in with
its keys downward, it was pushed back as close as
Mr. Home's arms would permit, but without hiding
his hand from those next to him (see Fig. B) . Very
soon the accordion was seen by those on each side to
be waving about in a somewhat curious manner;
then sounds came from it, and finally several notes
were played in succession. Whilst this was going
on my assistant went under the table, and reported
that the accordion was expanding and contracting;

* It argues ill for the boasted freedom of opinion among
scientific men, that they have so long refused to institute a
scientific investigation into the existence and nature of facts
asserted by so many competent and credible witnesses, and
which they are freely invited to examine when and where
they please. For my own part, I too much value the pursuit
of truth, and the discovery of any new fact in nature, to
avoid inquiry because it appears to clash with prevailing
opinions. But as I have no right to assume that others are
equally willing to do this, I refrain from mentioning the
names of my friends without their permission.
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at the same time it was seen that the hand of Mr.
Home by which it was held was quite still, his other
hand resting on the table.

Fio. A.

Presently the accordion was seen by those on either
side of Mr. Home to move about, oscillating and
going round and round the cage, and playing at the
same time. Dr. A. B. now looked under the table,
and said that Mr. Home's hand appeared quite still
whilst the accordion was moving about emitting dis
tinct sounds.

Mr. Home still holding the accordion in the usual
manner in the cage, his feet being held by those next
him, and his other hand resting on the table, we
heard distinct and separate notes sounded in succes
sion, and then a simple air was played. As such a
result could only have been produced by the various
keys of the instrument being acted upon in har
monious succession, this was considered by those
present to be a crucial experiment. But the sequel
was still more striking, for Mr. Home then removed
his hand altogether from the accordion, taking it
quite out of the cage, and placed it in the hand of
the person next to him. The instrument then con
tinued to play, no person touching it and no hand
being near it.

I was now desirous of trying what would be the
effect of passing the battery current round the insu-

r
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Tio. B.

lated wire of the cage, and my assistant accordingly
made the connection with the wires from the two
Grove's cells. Mr. Home again held the instrument
inside the cage in the same manner as before, when
it immediately sounded and moved about vigorously.
But whether the electric current passing round the
cage assisted the manifestation of force inside it, is*

impossible to say.
The accordion was now again taken without any

visible touch from Mr. Home's hand, which he re
moved from it entirely and placed upon the table,
where it was taken by the person next to him, and
seen, as now were both his hands, by all present. I
and two of the others present saw the accordion dis
tinctly floating about inside the cage with no visible
support. This was repeated a second time, after a
short interval. Mr. Home presently re-inserted his
hand in the cage and again took hold of the accordion.
It then commenced to play, at first, chords and runs,
and afterwards a well-known sweet and plaintive
melody, which was executed perfectly in a very
beautiful manner. Whilst this tune was being played
I grasped Mr. Home's arm, below the elbow, and
gently slid my hand down it until I touched the top
of the accordion. He was not moving a muscle. His
other hand was on the table, visible to all, and his
feet were under the feet of those next to him.
10



Having met with such striking results in the ex
periments with the accordion in the cage, we turned
to the balance apparatus already described. Mr.
Home placed the tips of his fingers lightly on the
extreme end of the mahogany board, which was rest
ing on the support, whilst Dr. A. B. and myself sat,
one on each side of it, watching for any effect which
might be produced. Almost immediately the pointer
of the balance was seen to descend. After a few
seconds it rose again. This movement was repeated
several times, as if by successive waves of the
Psychic Force. The end of the board was observed
to oscillate slowly up and down during the experi
ment.

Mr. Home now of his own accord took a small
hand-bell and a little match-box, which happened to
be near, and placed one under each hand, to satisfy
us, as he said, that he was not producing the down
ward pressure (see Fig. C) . The very slow oscilla
tion of the spring balance became more marked, and
Dr. A. B., watching the index, said that he saw it
descend to 6% lbs. The normal weight of the board
as so suspended being 3 lbs., the additional down
ward pull was therefore Sy2 lbs. On looking im
mediately afterwards at the automatic register, we
saw that the index had at one time descended as low
as 9 lbs., showing a maximum pull of 6 lbs. upon a
board, whose normal weight was 3 lbs.

Fio. r
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In order to see whether it was possible to produce
much effect on the spring balance by pressure at the
place where Mr. Home's fingers had been, I stepped
upon the table and stood on one foot at the end of
the board. Dr. A. B., who was observing the index
of the balance, said that the whole weight of my
body (140 lbs.) so applied only sunk the index IY2
lbs., or 2 lbs. when I jerked up and down. Mr.
Home had been sitting in a low easy-chair, and
could not, therefore, had he tried his utmost, have
exerted any material influence on these results. I
need scarcely add that his feet as well as his hands
were closely guarded by all in the room.

This experiment appears to me more striking, if
possible, than the one with the accordion. As will be
seen on referring to the cut (Fig. C), the board was
arranged perfectly horizontaly, and it was particu
larly noticed that Mr. Home's fingers were not at any
time advanced more than 1 Vfc inches from the extreme
end, as shown by a pencil-mark, which, with Dr.
A. B.'s acquiescence, I made at the time. Now, the
wooden foot being also IY2 inches wide, and resting
flat on the table, it is evident that no amount of
pressure exerted within this space of iy2 inches
could produce any action on the balance. Again, it
is also evident that when- the end furthest from Mr.
Home sank, the board would turn on the further
edge of this foot as on a fulcrum. The arrange
ment was consequently that of a see-saw, 36 inches
in length, the fulcrum being iy% inches from one
end ; were he, therefore, to have exerted a downward
pressure, it would have been in opposition to the
force which was causing the other end of the board
to move down.

The slight downward pressure shown by the bal
ance when I stood on the board was owing, probably,
to my foot extending beyond this fulcrum.

I have now given a plain, unvarnished statement
of the facts from copious notes written at the time
the occurrences were taking place, and copied out in
full immediately after. Indeed, it would be fatal to
the object I have in view—that of urging the scien
tific investigation of these phenomena —were I to
12



exaggerate ever so little ; for although to my readers
Dr. A. B. is at present represented by incorporeal
initials, to me the letters represent a power in the
scientific world that would certainly convict me if I
were to prove an untrustworthy narrator.

In the Quarterly Journal of Science, October 1st,
1871, the illustrious investigator replied to the
charges brought against him by those who were not
in agreement with his findings, and recorded a series
of further experiments. He wrote : When I first "*

stated in this journal that I was about to investigate
the phenomena of so-called Spiritualism, the an
nouncement called forth universal expression of
approval. One said that my "statements deserved
respectful consideration"; another expressed "pro
found" satisfaction that the subject was about to be
investigated by a man so thoroughly qualified as,"
etc. ; a third was "gratified to learn that the matter is
now receiving the attention of cool and clear-headed
men of recognized position in science"; a fourth
asserted that "no one could doubt Mr. Crookes' abil
ity to conduct the investigation with rigid philoso
phical impartiality" ; and a fifth was good enough to
tell his readers that "if men like Mr. Crookes grapple
with the subject, taking nothing for granted until it
is proved, we shall soon know how much to believe."

These remarks, however, were written too hastily.
It was taken for granted by the writers that the
results of my experiments would be in accordance
with their preconception. What they really desired
was not the truth, but an additional witness in favor
of their own foregone conclusion. When they found
that the facts which that investigation established
could not be made to fit those opinions, why—"so
much the worse for the facts." They try to creep
out of their confident recommendations of the en
quiry by declaring that "Mr. Home is a clever con
jurer, who has duped us all." "Mr. Crookes might,
with equal propriety, examine the performances of
an Indian juggler." "Mr. Crookes must get better
witnesses before he can be believed." "The thing is
too absurd to be treated seriously." "It is impos-
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sible, and therefore can't be."* "The observers have
\ all been biologised (!) and fancy they saw things

\ occur which really never took place," etc., etc.
These remarks imply a curious oblivion of the very

functions which the scientific enquirer has to fulfill.
I am scarcely surprised when the objectors say that

' I have been deceived merely because they are un
convinced without personal investigation, since the
same unscientific course of a priori argument has
been opposed to all great discoveries. When I am
told that what I describe cannot be explained in
accordance with preconceived ideas of the laws of
nature, the objector really begs the question at issue,
and resorts to a mode of reasoning which brings
science to a standstill. The argument runs in a
vicious circle; we must not assert a fact till we
know that it is in accordance with the laws of
nature, while our only knowledge of the laws of
nature must be based on an extensive observation
of facts. If a new fact seems to oppose what is
called a law of nature, it does not prove the asserted
fact to be false, but only that we have not yet ascer-

\ tained all the laws of nature, or not learned them\ correctly.

I may at once answer one objection which has been
made in several quarters, viz., that my results would
carry more weight had they been tried a greater
number of times, and with other persons besides Mr.
Home. The fact is, I have been working at the
subject for two years, and have found nine or ten
different persons who possess psychic power in more
or less degree; but its development in Mr. D. D.
Home is so powerful, that, having satisfied myself by
careful experiments that the phenomena observed
were genuine, I have, merely as a matter of con
venience, carried on my experiments with him, in
preference to working with others in whom the
power existed in a less striking degree. Most of the
experiments I am about to describe, however, have
been tried with another person than Mr. Home, and
in his absence.

* The quotation occurs to mi
I only said it was true."

"I never said it was possible,
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Before proceeding to relate my new experiments, I
desire to say a few words respecting those already
described. The objection has been raised that an
nouncements of such magnitude should not be made
on the strength of one or two experiments hastily
performed. I reply that the conclusions were" not
arrived at hastily, nor on the results of two or three
experiments only. In my former paper ("Quarterly\^
Journal of Science," page 340), I remarked: —"Not
until I had witnessed these facts some half-dozen
times, and scrutinized them with all the critical
acumen I possess, did I become convinced of their
objective reality." Before fitting up special appa
ratus for these experiments, I have seen on five sepa
rate occasions, objects varying in weight from 25 to
100 lbs., temporarily influenced in such a manner,
that I, and others present, could with difficulty lift
them from the floor. Wishing to ascertain whether
this was a physical fact, or merely due to variation
in the power of our own strength under the influence
of imagination, I tested with a weighing machine the
phenomena on two subsequent occasions when I had
an opportunity of meeting Mr. Home at the house of
a friend. On the first occasion, the increase of weight
was from 8 lbs. normally, to 36 lbs., 48 lbs., and 46
lbs., in three successive experiments, tried under
strict scrutiny. On the second occasion, tried about
a fortnight after, in the presence of other observers,
I found the increase in weight to be from 8 lbs.,
to 23 lbs., 43 lbs., and 27 lbs., in three successive
trials, varying the conditions. As I had the entire
management of the above mentioned experimental
trials, employed an instrument of great accuracy,
and took every care to exclude the possibility of
the results being influenced by trickery, I was not
unprepared for a satisfactory results when the fact
was properly tested in my own laboratory. The
meeting on the occasion formerly described was,
therefore, for the purpose of confirming my previous
observations by the application of crucial tests, with
carefully arranged apparatus of a still more delicate
nature.
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Sir William Crookes then proceeds to record
further experiments with the medium D. D. Home.

On trying experiments (previously recorded) for
the first time, I thought that actual contact between
Mr. Home's hands and the suspended body whose
weight was to be altered was essential to the exhibi
tion of the force; but I found afterwards that this
was not a necessary condition, and I therefore ar
ranged my apparatus in the following manner:

The accompanying cuts (Figs. 2, 3, 4) explain the
arrangement. Fig. 2 is a general view, and Figs. 3
and 4 show the essential parts more in detail. The
reference letters are the same in each illustration.
A-B is a mahogany board, 36 inches long by 9y2
inches wide, and 1 inch thick. It is suspended at

Fic. z.

the end, B, by a spring balance, C, furnished with an
automatic register, D. The balance is suspended
from a very firm tripod support, E.

The following piece of apparatus is not shown in
the figures. To the moving index, 0, of the spring
balance, a fine steel point is soldered, projecting
horizontally outwards. In front of the balance, and
firmly fastened to it, is a grooved frame carrying a
flat box similar to the dark box of a photographic
camera. This box is made to travel by clock-work
horizontally in front of the moving index, and it
contains a sheet of plate-glass which has been
smoked over a flame. The projecting steel point
16



Fie. 3.

impresses a mark on this smoked surface. If the
balance is at rest, and the clock set going, the result
is a perfectly straight horizontal line. If the clock
is stopped and weights are placed on the end, B, of
the board, the result is a vertical line, whose length
depends on the weight applied. If, whilst the clock
draws the plate along, the weight of the board (or
the tension on the balance) varies, the result is a
curved line, from which the tension in grains at
any moment during the continuance of the experi
ments can be calculated.

The instrument was capable of registering a dimi
nution of the force of gravitation as well as an
increase; registrations of such a diminution were
frequently obtained. To avoid complications, how
ever, I will only here refer to results in which an
increase of gravitation was experienced.

The end, B, of the board being supported by the
spring balance, the end, A, is supported on a wooden
strip, F, screwed across its lower side and cut to a
knife edge (see Fig. 4) . This fulcrum rests on a firm
and heavy wooden stand, G. H. On the board, ex
actly over the fulcrum, is placed a large glass vessel
filled with water, I. L is a massive iron stand, fur
nished with an arm and ring, M N, in which rests a
hemispherical copper vessel perforated with several
holes at the bottom.
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The iron stand is two inches from the board, A B,
and the arm and copper vessel, M N, are so adjusted
that the latter dips into the water 1^ inches, being
5y2 inches from the bottom of I, and 2 inches from
its circumference . Shaking or striking the arm, M,
or the vessel, N, produces no appreciable mechanical
effect on the board, A B, capable of affecting the bal
ance. Dipping the hand to the fullest extent into
the water in N, does not produce the least appre
ciable action on the balance.

As the mechanical transmission of power is by
this means entirely cut off between the copper vessel
and the board, A B, the power of muscular control
is thereby completely eliminated.

For convenience I will divide the experiments into
groups, 1, 2, 3, etc., and I have selected one special

Fio. C

instance in each to describe in detail. Nothing, how
ever, is mentioned which has not been repeated more
than once, and in some cases verified, in Mr. Home's
absence, with another person possessing similar
powers.

There was always ample light in the room where
the experiments were conducted (my own dining
room) to see all that took place.

Experiment I.—The apparatus having been prop
erly adjusted before Mr. Home entered the room, he

18



was brought in, and asked to place his fingers in the
water in the copper vessel, N. He stood up and
dipped the tips of the fingers of his right hand in
the water, his other hand and his feet being held.
When he said he felt a power, force, or influence,
proceeding from his hand, I set the clock going, and
almost emmediately the end, B, of the board was seen
to descend slowly and remain down for about 10
seconds ; it then descended a little further, and after
wards rose to its normal height. It then descended
again, rose suddenly, gradually sunk for 17 seconds,
and finally rose to its normal height, where it re-

Kio. 5.

• I 10 10

mained till the experiment was concluded. The low
est point marked on the glass was equivalent to a
direct pull of about 5,000 grains. The accompany
ing figure (5) is a copy of the curve traced on the
glass.

Experiment II.—Contact through water having
proved to be as effectual as actual mechanical con
tact, I wished to see if the power or force could affect
the weight, either through other portions of the ap
paratus or through the air. The glass vessel and iron
stand, etc., were therefore removed, as an unneces
sary complication, and Mr. Home's hands were placed
on the stand of the apparatus at P (Fig. 2) . A gen
tleman present put his hand on Mr. Home's hands,
and his foot on both Mr. Home's feet, and I also
watched him closely all the time. At the proper
moment the clock was again set going; the board
descended and rose in an irregular manner, the result
being a curved tracing on the glass, of which Fig. 6
is a copy.

19



Fic. 6.

In this and the two following figures the scales, both
vertical and horizontal, are the same as in Fig. 5.

Experiment III.—Mr. Home was now placed 1 foot
from the board, A B, on one side of it. His hands
and feet were firmly grasped by a bystander, and

Via. 7.

another tracing, of which Fig. 7 is a copy, was taken
on a moving glass plate.

Experiment IV.— (Tried on an occasion when the
power was stronger than on the previous occasions) .

Mr. Home was now placed three feet from the ap
paratus, his hands and feet being tightly tied. The
clock was set going when he gave the word, and the
end, B, of the board soon descended, and again rose
in an irregular manner, as shown in Fig. 8.

Fio. s

The following series of experiments were tried
with more delicate apparatus, and with another per
son, a lady, Mr. Home being absent. As the lady is a
non-professional, I do not mention her name. She
has, however, consented to meet any scientific men
whom I may introduce for purposes of investigation.
20



A piece of thin parchment, A, Figs. 9 and 10, is
stretched tightly across a circular hoop of wood.
B, C is a light lever turning on D. At the end, B, is
a vertical needle point touching the membrane, A,
and at C is another needle point, projecting hori
zontally and touching a smoked glass plate, E F. This

Flo. ». (PUn.)

glass plate is drawn along in the direction, H G, by
clock-work, K. The end, B, of the lever is weighted
so that it shall quickly follow the movements of the
centre of the disc, A. These movements are trans
mitted and recorded on the glass plate, E F, by
means of the lever and needle point, C. Holes are
cut in the side of the hoop to allow a free passage

of air to the underside of the membrane. The ap
paratus was well tested beforehand by myself and
others to see that no shaking or jar on the table
or support would interfere with the results : the line
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traced by the point, C, on the smoked glass was per
fectly straight in spite of all our attempts to influence
the lever by shaking the stand or stamping on the
floor.

Experiment V.—Without having the object of the
instrument explained to her, the lady was brought
into the room and asked to place her fingers on the
wooden stand at the points L M, Fig. 9. I then placed
my hands over hers to enable me to detect any con
scious or unconscious movement on her part. Pres
ently percussive noises were heard on the parchment,
resembling the dropping of grains of sand on its
surface. At each percussion a fragment of graphite
which I had placed on the membrane was seen to be
projected upwards about l-50th of an inch, and the
end, C, of the lever moved slightly up and down.
Sometimes the sounds were as rapid as those from an
induction-coil, whilst at others they were more than
a second apart. Five or six tracings were taken, and
in all cases a movement of the end, C, of the lever
was seen to have occurred with each vibration of the
membrane.

In some cases the lady's hands were not so near
the membrane as L M, but were at N O, Fig. 10.

The accompanying Figure 11 gives tracings taken
from the plates used on these occasions.

Experiment VI.—Having met with these results in
Mr. Home's absence, I was anxious to see what action
would be produced on the instrument in his presence.

Tio 11

Sctlr of Scceafe

SCALE OF SECONDS.
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Accordingly, I asked him to try, but without ex
plaining the instrument to him.

I grasped Mr. Home's right arm above the wrist
and held his hand over the membrane, about 10
inches from its surface, in the position shown at P,
Fig. 10. His other hand was held by a friend. After
remaining in this position for about half a minute,
Mr. Home said he felt some influence passing. I then
set the clock going, and we all saw the index, C, mov
ing up and down. The movements were much slower
than in the former case, and were almost entirely
unaccompanied by the percussive vibrations then
noticed.

Figs. 12 and 13 show the curves produced on the
glass on two of these occasions.

Figs. 11, 12, 13 are magnified.
These experiments confirm beyond doubt the con- N.

elusion at which I arrived in my former paper, name
ly, the existence of a force associated, in some man
ner not yet explained, with the human organization,
by which force increased weight is capable of being
imparted to solid bodies without physical contact. In
the case of Mr. Home, the development of this force
varies enormously, not only from week to week, but
from hour to hour; on some occasions the force is
inappreciable by my tests for an hour or more, and
then suddenly reappears in great strength. It is
capable of acting at a distance from Mr. Home not
unfrequently as far as two or three feet, but is al
ways strongest close to him.

Being firmly convinced that there could be no man
ifestation of one form of force, without the corre
sponding expenditure of some other form of force, I
for a long time searched in vain for evidence of any
force or power being used up in the production of
these results.

Now, however, having seen more of Mr. Home, I
think I perceive what it is that this psychic force
uses up for its development. In employing the terms
vital force, or nervous energy, I am aware that I am
employing words which convey very different signifi
cations to many investigators ; but after witnessing X
the painful state of nervous and bodily prostration inJ
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Fig. 13.

which some of these experiments have left Mr. Home
—after seeing him lying in an almost fainting condi
tion on the floor, pale and speechless —I could scarce
ly doubt that the evolution of psychic force is accom
panied by a corresponding drain on vital force.

I have ventured to give this new force the name of
Psychic Force, because of its manifest relationship to
certain psychological conditions, and because I was
most desirous to avoid the foregone conclusions im
plied in the title under which it has hitherto been

Fio. 13.

claimed as belonging to a province beyond the range
of experiment and argument. But having found that
it is within the province of purely scientific research,
it is entitled to be known by a scientific name, and I
do not think a more appropriate one could have been
selected.

To witness exhibitions of this force it is not neces
sary to have access to known psychics. The force
itself is probably possessed by all human beings, al
though the individuals endowed with an extraordi
nary amount of it are doubtless few. Within the last
twelve months I have met in private families five
or six persons possessing a sufficient vigorous de
velopment to make me feel confident that similar re
sults might be produced through their means to those
here recorded, provided the experimentalist worked
24



with more delicate apparatus, capable of indicating a
fraction of a grain instead of recording pounds and
ounces only. '

As far as my other occupations will permit, I pur
pose to continue the experiments in various forms,
and I will report from time to time their results. In
the meanwhile I trust that others will be induced to
pursue the investigation in its scientific form. It""
should, however, be understood that, equally with all
other scientific experiments these researches must be
conducted in strict compliance with the conditions
under which the force is developed. As it is an indis
pensable condition of experiments with frictional
electricity that the atmosphere should be free from
excess of moisture, and that no conducting medium
should touch the instrument while the force is being
generated, so certain conditions are found to be
essential to the production and operation of the
Psychic Force, and unless these precautions are ob
served the experiments will fail. I am emphatic on
this point, because unreasonable objections have
sometimes been made to the Psychic Force that it is
not developed under adverse conditions dictated by
the experimentalist, who, nevertheless, would object
to conditions being imposed upon himself in the
exhibition of any of his own scientific results. But I
may add that the conditions required are very few,
very reasonable, and in no way obstruct the most
perfect observation and the application of the most
rigid and accurate tests.

Just before going to press I have received from my
friend, Professor Morton, an advance sheet of the
Journal of the Franklin Institute, containing some
remarks on my last paper by Mr. Coleman Sellers, a
leading scientific engineer of the United States. The
essence of his criticism is contained in the following
quotation :

"On page 341" (of the Quarterly Journal of
Science) , we have given a mahogany board 36
inches long by 9V6 inches wide, and 1 inch
thick,' with 'at each end a strip of mahogany
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iy2 inches wide screwed on, forming feet.' This
board was so placed as to rest with one end on
the table, the other suspended by a spring bal
ance, and, so suspended, it recorded a weight of
3 pounds; i. e., a mahogany board of the above
dimensions is shown to weigh 6 pounds—3

pounds on the balance, and 3 pounds on the
table. A mechanic used to handling wood won
ders how this may be. He looks through his
limited library, and finds that scientific men tell
him that such a board should weigh 13 pounds.
Did Mr. Crookes make this board himself, or did
Mr. Home furnish it as one of his pieces of ap
paratus? ... It would have been more satis
factory if Mr. Crookes had stated, in regard to
this board, who made it. . . . Let it be discov
ered that the 6-pound mahogany board was fur
nished by Mr. Home, and the experiments will
not be so convincing."

My experiments must indeed be convincing if so
accomplished a mechanician as Mr. Coleman Sellers
can find no worse fault with them than is expressed
in the comments I have quoted. He writes in so

matter-of-fact a manner, and deals so plausibly with
dimensions and weights, that most persons would
take it for granted that I really had committed the
egregious blunder he points out.

Will it be believed, therefore, that my mahogany
board does weigh only 6 pounds? Four separate bal
ances in my own house tell me so, and my green
grocer confirms the fact.

It is easy to perceive into what errors a "mechanic"
may fall when he relies for practical knowledge on
his "limited library," instead of appealing to actual
experiment.

I am sorry I cannot inform Mr. Sellers who made
my mahogany board. It has been in my possession
about sixteen years ; it was originally cut off a length
in a wood-yard; it became the stand of a spectrum
camera, and as such is described with a cut in the
Journal of the Photographic Society for January 21,
1856 (vol. 11, page 293). It has since done tem
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porary duty in the arrangement of various pieces of
apparatus in my physical laboratory, and was select
ed for these particular experiments owing to its
shape being more convenient than that of other avail
able pieces of wood.

But is it seriously expected that I should answer
such a question as "Did Mr. Home furnish the
board ?" Will not my critics give me credit for the
possession of some amount of common sense?

SB
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Notes of an Inquiry Into the
Phenomena Called Spiritual

DURING THE YEARS 1870-73. •

Like a traveler exploring some distant country, the
wonders of which have hitherto been known only
through reports and rumors of a vague or distorted
character, so for four years have I been occupied in
pushing an inquiry into a territory of natural knowl
edge which offers almost virgin soil to a scientific
man. As the traveler sees in the natural phenomena
he may witness the action of forces governed by
natural laws, where others see only the capricious
intervention of offended gods, so have I endeavored
to trace the operation of natural laws and forces,
where others have seen only the agency of super
natural beings, owning no laws, and obeying no
force but their own free will. As the traveler in his
wanderings is entirely dependent on the good will
and friendliness of the chiefs and the medicine men
of the tribes amongst whom he sojourns, so have I
not only been aided in my enquiry in a marked de
gree by some of those who possess the peculiar
powers I have sought to examine, but have also
formed firm and valued friendships amongst many
of the recognized leaders of opinion whose hospi
talities I have shared. As the traveler sometimes
sends home, when opportunity offers, a brief record
of progress, which record, being necessarily isolated
from all that has led up to it, is often received with
disbelief or ridicule, so have I on two occasions
selected and published what seemed to be a few
striking and definite facts; but having omitted to
describe the preliminary stages necessary to lead the
public mind up to an appreciation of the phenomena
and to show how they fitted into other observed facts,

* First published in the Quarterly Journal of Science for
January, 1874.
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they were also met, not only with incredulity, but
with no little abuse. And lastly, as the traveler,
when his exploration is finished and he returns to
his old associates, collects together all his scattered
notes, tabulates them, and puts them in order ready
to be given to the world as a connected narrative, so

have I, on reaching this stage of the enquiry, ar
ranged and put together all my disconnected observa
tions, ready to place before the public in the form of
a volume. N

The phenomena I am prepared to attest are so
extraordinary and so directly oppose the most firmly
rooted articles of scientific belief—amongst others,
the ubiquity and invariable action of the force of
gravitation—that, even now, on recalling the details
of what I witnessed, there is an antagonism in my
mind between reason, which pronounces it to be
scientifically impossible, and the consciousness that
my senses, both of touch and sight —and these cor
roborated—are not lying witnesses when they testify
against my preconceptions.

But the supposition that there is a sort of mania
or delusion which suddenly attacks a whole room full
of intelligent persons who are quite sane elsewhere,
and that they all concur to the minutest particulars,
in the details of the occurrences of which they sup
pose themselves to be witnesses, seems to my mind
more incredible than even the facts they attest. '

The subject is far more difficult and extensive than
it appears. Four years ago I intended only to devote
a leisure month or two to ascertain whether certain
marvelous occurrences I had heard about would stand
the test of close scrutiny. Having, however, soon
arrived at the same conclusion as, I may say, every
impartial enquirer, that there was "something in it,"
I could not, as a student of Nature's laws, refuse to
follow the enquiry wheresoever the facts might lead.
Thus a few months have grown into a few years, and
were my time at my own disposal it would probably
extend still longer. But other matters of scientific
and practical interest demand my present attention ;

and, inasmuch as I cannot afford the time requisite
to follow the enquiry as it deserves, and as I am
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fully confident it will be studied by scientific men a
few years hence, and as my opportunities are not
now as good as they were some time ago, when Mr.
D. D. Home was in good health, and Miss Kate Fox
(now Mrs. Jencken) was free from domestic and
maternal occupations, I feel compelled to suspend
further investigation for the present.

To obtain free access to some persons abundantly
endowed with the power I am experimenting upon,
now involves more favour than a scientific investiga
tor should be expected to make of it. Spiritualism
amongst its more devout followers is a religion. The/ mediums, in many cases young members of the fam
ily, are guarded with a seclusion and jealousy which
an outsider can penetrate with difficulty. Being
earnest and conscientious believers in the truth of
certain doctrines which they hold to be substantiated
by what appear to them to be miraculous occurrences,
they seem to hold the presence of scientific investi
gation as a profanation of the shrine. As a personal
favour I have more than once been allowed to be

present at meetings that presented rather the form
of a religious ceremony than of a spiritualistic
seance. But to be admitted by favour once or twice,
as a sranger might be allowed to witness the
Eleusinian mysteries, or a Gentile to peep within the
Holy of Holies, is not the way to ascertain facts and
discover laws. To gratify curiosity is one thing; to
carry on systematic research is another. I am seek
ing the truth continually. On a few occasions, in
deed, I have been allowed to apply tests and impose
conditions ; but only once or twice have I been per
mitted to carry off the priestess from her shrine, and

iy in my own house, surrounded by my own friends, to
,^ enjoy opportunities of testing the phenomena I had

witnessed elsewhere under less conclusive condi-
ions.* My observations on these cases will find their

e place in the work I am about to publish.

In this paper I give no instances and use no arguments
drawn from these exceptional cases. Without this explana
tion it might be thought that the immense number of facts
I have accumulated were principally obtained on the few
occasions here referred to, and the objection would naturally
arise of insufficiency of scrutiny from want of time.
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Following the plan adopted on previous occasions
—a plan which, however much it offended the preju
dices of some critics, I have good reason to know was
acceptable to the readers of the Quarterly Journal of
Science—I intended to embody the results of my
labour in the form of one or two articles for this
journal. However, on going over my notes, I find
such a wealth of facts, such a superabundance of
evidence, so overwhelming a mass of testimony, all
of which will have to be marsheled in order, that I
could fill several numbers of the Quarterly. I must
therefore be content on this occasion with an outline
only of my labours, leaving proof and full details
to another occasion.

N

My principal object will be to place on record a
series of actual occurrences which have taken place
in my own house, in the presence of trustworthy wit
nesses, and under as strict test conditions as I could
devise. Every fact which I have observed is, more
over, corroborated by the records of independent
observers at other times and places. It will be seen
that the facts are of the most astounding character,
and seem utterly irreconcilable with all known
theories of modern science. Having satisfied myself
of their truth, it would be moral cowardice to with
hold my testimony because my previous publications
were ridiculed by critics and others who knew noth
ing whatever of the subject, and who were too preju
diced to see and judge for themselves whether or not
there was truth in the phenomena. I shall state sim
ply what I have seen and proved by repeated experi
ment and test, and "I have yet to learn that it is
irrational to endeavor to discover the causes of un
explained phenomena." A

At the commencement, I must correct one or two
errors which have taken firm possession of the public
mind. One is that darkness is essential to the phe
nomena. This is by no means the case. Except
where darkness has been a necessary condition, as
with some of the phenomena of luminous appear
ances, and a few other instances, everything record
ed has taken place in the light. In the few cases
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where the phenomena noted have occurred in dark
ness, I have been very particular to mention the fact ;

moreover, some special reason can be shown for the
exclusion of light, or the results have been produced
under such perfect test conditions that the suppres
sion of one of these senses has not really weakened
the evidence.

Another common error is that the occurrences can
be witnessed only at certain times and places —in tne
rooms of the medium, or at hours previously ar
ranged; and arguing from this erroneous supposi
tion, an analogy has been insisted on between the
phenomena called spiritual and feats of legerder-
main by professional "conjurers' 'and "wizards,"
exhibited on their own platform and surrounded by
all the appliances of their art.

To show how far this is from the truth, I need only
say that, with very few exceptions, the many hun
dreds of facts I am prepared to attest—facts which
to imitate by known mechanical or physical means
would baffle the skill of Houdin, a Bosco, or an
Anderson, backed with all the resources of elaborate
machinery and the practice of years—have all taken
place in my own house, at times appointed by my
self, and under circumstances which absolutely pre
cluded the employment of the very simplest instru
mental aids.

A third error is that the medium must select his
own circle of friends and associates at a seance; that
these friends must be thorough believers in the truth
of whatever doctrine the medium enunciates; and
that conditions are imposed on any person present
of an investigating turn of mind, which entirely pre
clude accurate observation and facilitate trickery
and deception. In reply to this I can state that (with
the exception of the very few cases to which I have
alluded in a previous paragraph* where, whatever
might have been the motive for exclusiveness, it cer
tainly was not the veiling of deception) I have chosen
my own circle of friends, have introduced any hard-

* See Note on Page 30.

32



headed unbeliever whom I pleased, and have general
ly imposed my own terms, which have been carefully
chosen to prevent the possibility of fraud. Having
generally ascertained some of the conditions which
facilitate the occurrence of the phenomena, my modes
of conducting these inquiries have generally been at
tended with equal, and, indeed, in most cases with
more, success than on other occasions, where,
through mistaken notions of the importance of cer
tain trifling observances, the conditions imposed
might render less easy the detection of fraud.

I have said that darkness is not essential. It is
however, a well-ascertained fact that when the force
is weak a bright light exerts an interfering action on
some of the phenomena. The power possessed by
Mr. Home is sufficiently strong to withstand this
antagonistic influence; consequently, he always ob
jects to darkness at his seances. Indeed, except on
two occasions, when, for some particular experi
ments of my own, light was excluded, everything
which I have witnessed with him has taken place in
the light. I have had many opportunities of testing
the action of light of different sources and colours,
such as sunlight, diffused daylight, moonlight, gas,
lamp, and candle light, electric light from a vacuum
tube, homogeneous yellow light, etc. The interfering
rays appear to be those at the extreme end of the
spectrum.

I now proceed to classify some of the phenomena
which have come under my notice, proceeding from
the simple to the more complex, and briefly giving
under each heading an outline of some of the evi
dence I am prepared to bring forward. My readers
will remember that, with the exception of cases
specially mentioned, the occurrences have taken
place in my own house, in the light, and with only
private friends present besides the medium. In the
contemplated volume I propose to give in full detail
the tests and precautions adopted on each occasion,
with names of witnesses. I only briefly allude to
them in this article.
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Class I.

The Movement of Heavy Bodies with Contact,
but without Mechanical Exertion.

This is one of the simplest forms of the phenomena
observed. It varies in degree from a quivering or
vibration of the room and its contents to the actual
rising into the air of a heavy body when the hand is

placed on it. The retort is obvious that if people are
touching a thing when it moves, they push it

,

or pull
it, or lift it ; I have proved experimentally that this is

not the case in numerous instances, but as a matter
of evidence I attach little importance to this class of
phenomena by itself, and only mention them as a

preliminary to other movements of the same kind,
but without contact.

These movements (and indeed I may say the
same of every kind of phenomenon) are generally
preceded by a peculiar cold air, sometimes amount
ing to a decided wind. I have had sheets of paper
blown about by it, and a thermometer lowered sev
eral degrees. On some occasions, which I will subse
quently give more in detail, I have not detected any
actual movement of the air, but the cold has been so
intense that I could only compare it to that left when
the hand has been within a few inches of frozen
mercury.

Class II.

The Phenomena of Percussive and Other Allied
Sounds.

The popular name of "raps" conveys a very erron
eous impression of this class of phenomena. At dif
ferent times, during my experiments, I have heard
delicate ticks, as with the point of a pin ; a cascade
of sharp sounds, as from an induction coil in full
work ; detonations in the air ; sharp metallic taps ; a
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cracking like that heard when a frictional machine is
at work; sounds like scratching; the twittering of a
bird, etc.

These sounds are noticed with almost every
medium, each having a special peculiarity; they are
more varied with Mr. Home, but for power and cer
tainty I have met with no one who at all approached
Miss Kate Fox. For several months I enjoyed almost
unlimited opportunity of testing the various phe
nomena occurring in the presence of this lady, and I
especially examined the phenomena of these sounds.
With mediums, generally it is necessary to sit for a
formal seance before anything is heard; but in the
case of Miss Fox it seems only necessary for her to
place her hand on any substance for loud thuds to be
heard in it, like a triple pulsation, sometimes loud
enough to be heard several rooms off. In this man
ner I have heard them in a living tree—on a sheet
of glass—on a stretched iron wire—on a stretched
membrane—a tambourine —on the roof of a cab—
and on the floor of a theater . Moreover, actual con
tact is not always necessary ; I have had these sounds
proceeding from the floor, walls, etc., when the
medium's hands and feet were held—when she was
standing on a chair—when she was enclosed in a
wire cage—and when she had fallen fainting on a
sofa. I have heard them on a glass harmonicon —I
have felt them on my own shoulder and under my
own hands. I have heard them on a sheet of paper,
held between the fingers by a piece of thread passed
through one corner. With a full knowledge of the
numerous theories which have been started, chiefly
in America, to explain these sounds, I have tested
them in every way that I could devise, until there
has been no escape from the conviction that they
were true objective occurrences not produced by
trickery or mechanical means.

An important question here forces itself upon the
attention. Are the movements and sounds governed
by intelligence? At a very early stage of the en
quiry, it was seen that the power producing the phe
nomena was not merely a blind force, but was asso
ciated with or governed by intelligence; thus the
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sounds to which I have just alluded will be repeated
a definite number of times; they will come loud or
faint; and in different places, at request and by a
pre-arranged code of signals, questions are answered,
and messages given with more or less accuracy.

The intelligence governing the phenomena is some
times manifestly below that of the medium. It is
frequently in direct opposition to the wishes of the
medium: when a determination has been expressed
to do something which might not be considered quite
right, I have known urgent messages given to induce
a reconsideration. The intelligence is sometimes of
such a character as to lead to the belief that it does
not emanate from any person present.

Several instances can be given to prove each of
these statements, but the subject will be more fully
discussed subsequently, when treating of the source
of the intelligence.

Class III.

The Alteration of Weights of Bodies.

I have repeated the experiments already described
in this journal, in different forms, and with several
mediums. I need not further allude to them here.

Class IV.

Movements of Heavy Substances when at a
Distance from the Medium.

The instances in which heavy bodies, such as
tables, chairs, sofas, etc., have been moved, when the
medium has not been touching them, are very numer
ous. I will briefly mention a few of the most strik
ing. My own chair has been twisted partly round,
whilst my feet were off the floor. A chair was seen
by all present to move slowly up to the table from a
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far corner, when all were watching it; on another
occasion an arm chair moved to where we were sit
ting, and then moved slowly back again (a distance
of about three feet) at my request. On three suc
cessive evenings a small table moved slowly across
the room, under conditions which I had specially pre
arranged, so as to answer any objection which might
be raised to the evidence. I have had several repeti
tions of the experiment considered by the Committee
of the Dialectical Society to be conclusive, viz., the
movement of a heavy table, in full light, the chairs
turned with their backs to the table, about a
foot off, and each person kneeling on his chair,
with hands resting over the backs of the chair, but
not touching the table. On one occasion this took
place when I was moving about so as to see how
everyone was placed.

Class V.

The Rising of Tables and Chairs Off the Ground,
Without Contact With Any Person.

A remark is generally made when occurrences of
this kind are mentioned: Why is it only tables and
chairs which do these things ? Why is this property
peculiar to furniture? I might reply that I only
observe and record facts, and do not profess to enter
into the Why and Wherefore; but indeed it will be
obvious that if a heavy inanimate body in an ordi
nary dining-room has to rise off the floor, it cannot
very well be anything else but a table or a chair.
That this propensity is not specially attached to
furniture I have abundant evidence, but like other
experimental demonstrators, the intelligence or
power, whatever it may be, which produces these
phenomena can only work with the materials which
are available. x

On five separate occasions a heavy dining-table
rose between a few inches and iy2 feet off the floor,
under special circumstances, which rendered trick-
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ery impossible. On another occasion a heavy table
rose from the floor, not only when no person was
touching it, but under conditions which I had pre
arranged so as to assure unquestionable proof of

Class VI.

The Levitation of Human Beings.

/ This has occurred in my presence on four occa
sions in darkness. The test conditions under which
they took place were quite satisfactory, so far as the
judgment was concerned ; but ocular demonstration
of such a fact is so necessary to disturb our pre
formed opinions as to "the naturally possible and
impossible," that I will here only mention cases in
which the deductions of reason were confirmed by
the sense of sight.

On one occasion I witnessed a chair, with a lady
sitting on it, rise several inches from the ground. On
another occasion, to avoid the suspicion of this being
in some way performed by herself, the lady knelt on
the chair in such a manner that its four feet were
visible to us. It then rose about three inches, re
mained suspended for about ten seconds, and then
slowly descended. At another time two children, on
separate occasions, rose from the floor with their
chairs, in full daylight, under (to me) most satisfac
tory conditions ; for I was kneeling and keeping close
watch upon the feet of the chair, and observing that
no one might touch them.

The most striking cases of levitation which I have
witnessed have been with Mr. Home. On three sep
arate occasions have I seen him raised completely
from the floor of the room. Once sitting in an easy
chair, once kneeling on his chair, and once standing
up. On each occasion I had full opportunity of
watching the occurrence as it was taking place.

There are at least a hundred recorded instances of
Mr. Home's rising from the ground, in the presence
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of as many separate persons, and I have heard from
the lips of the three witnesses to the most striking
occurence of this kind—the Earl of Dunraven Lord
Lindsay, and Captain C. Wynne their own most
minute accounts of what took place. To reject the
recorded evidence on this subject is to reject all
human testimony whatever; for no fact in sacred
or profane history is supported by a stronger array
of proofs. S

The accumulated testimony establishing Mr.
Home's levitations is overwhelming. It is greatly to
be desired that some person, whose evidence would
be accepted as conclusive by the scientific world—if
indeed there lives a person whose testimony in favour
of such phenomena would be taken—would seriously
and patiently examine these alleged facts. Most of
the eye-witnesses to these levitations are now living,
and would, doubtless, be willing to give their evidence.
But, in a few years, such direct evidence will be diffi
cult, if not impossible, to be obtained.

Class VII.

Movements of Various Small Articles Without
Contact with any Person.

- Under this heading I propose to describe some
special phenomena which I have witnessed. I can do
little more here than allude to some of the more
striking facts, all of which, be it remembered, have
occurred under circumstances that render trickery
impossible. But it is idle to attribute these results to
trickery, for I would again remind my readers that
what I relate has not been accomplished at the house
of a medium, but in my own house, where prepara
tions have been quite impossible. A medium, walking
into my dining-room, cannot, while seated in one part
of the room with a number of persons keenly watch
ing him, by trickery make an accordion play in my
own hand when I hold it keys downward, or cause the
same accordion to float about the room playing all the
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time. He cannot introduce machinery which will
wave window curtains or pull up Venetian blinds
eight feet off, tie a knot in a handkerchief and place
it in a far corner of the room, sound notes on a
distant piano, cause a card-plate to float about the
room, raise a water-bottle and tumbler from the
table, make a coral necklace rise on end, cause a fan
to move about and fan the company, or set in motion
a pendulum when enclosed in a glass case firmly
cemented to the wall.

Class VIII.

Luminous Appearances.
These, being rather faint, generally require the

room to be darkened. I need scarcely remind my
readers again that, under these circumstances, I have
taken proper precautions to avoid being imposed upon
by phosphorized oil or other means. Moreover, many
of these lights are such as I have tried to imitate
artificially, but cannot.

Under the strictest test conditions, I have seen a
solid self-luminous body, the size and nearly the shape
of a turkey's egg, float noiselessly about the room,
at one time higher than any one present could reach
standing on tiptoe, and then gently descend to the
floor. It was visible for more than ten minutes, and
before it faded away it struck the table three times
with a sound like that of a hard solid body. During
this time the medium was lying back, apparently
insensible, in an easy-chair.

I have seen luminous points of light darting about
and settling on the heads of different persons ; I have
seen sparks of light rising from the table to the ceil
ing, and again falling upon the table, striking it with
an audible sound. I have had an alphabetic commun
ication given by luminous flashes occurring before me
in the air, whilst my hand was moving about amongst
them. I have seen a luminous cloud floating upwards
to a picture. Under the strictest test conditions, I
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have more than once had a solid, self-luminous,
crystalline body placed in my hand by a hand which
did not belong to any person in the room. In the
light, I have seen a luminous cloud hover over a
heliotrope on a side table, break a sprig off, and
carry the sprig to a lady; and on some occasions
I have seen a similar luminous cloud visibly con
dense to the form of a hand and carry small objects
about. These, however, more properly belong to the
next class of phenomena.

Class IX.

The Appearance of Hands, either Self-Luminous
or Visible by Ordinary Light.

The forms of hands are frequently felt at dark
seances, or under circumstances where they cannot be
seen. More rarely I have seen the hands. I will here
give no instances in which the phenomenon has oc
curred in darkness, but will simply select a few of the
numerous instances in which I have seen the hands
in the light.

A beautifully-formed small hand rose up from an
opening in a dining-table and gave me a flower; it
appeared and then disappeared three times at inter
vals, affording me ample opportunity of satisfying
myself that it was as real in appearance as my own.
This occurred in the light of my own room, whilst I
was holding the medium's hands and feet.

On another occasion, a small hand and arm, like a
baby's appeared playing about a lady who was sitting
next to me. It then passed to me and patted my arm
and pulled my coat several times.

At another time, a finger and thumb were seen to
pick the petals from a flower in Mr. Home's button
hole, and lay them in front of several persons who
were sitting near him.

A hand has been repeatedly seen by myself and
others playing the keys of an accordion, both of the
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medium's hands being risible at the same time, and
sometimes being held by those near him.

The hands and fingers do not always appear to me

to be solid and life-like. Sometimes, indeed, they
present more the appearance of a nebulous cloud
partly condensed into the form of a hand. This is
not equally visible to all present. For instance, a
flower or other small object is seen to move; one
person will see a luminous cloud hovering over it,
another will detect a nebulous-looking hand, whilst
others will see nothing at all but the moving flower.
I have more than once seen, first an object move, then
a luminous cloud appear to form about it, and, lastly,
the cloud condense into a shape and become a per
fectly-formed hand. At this stage the hand is vis
ible to all present. It is not always a mere form, but
sometimes appears perfectly life-like and graceful,
the fingers moving, and the flesh apparently as human
as that of any in the room. At the wrist, or arm, it
becomes hazy, and fades off into a luminous cloud.

To the touch, the hand sometimes appears icy cold
and dead ; at other times, warm and like-like, grasp
ing my own with the firm pressure of an old friend.

I have retained one of these hands in my own,
firmly resolved not to let it escape. There was no
struggle or effort made to get loose, but it gradually
seemed to resolve itself into vapour, and faded in
that manner from my grasp.

Class X.

Direct Writing.

This is the term employed to express writing which
is not produced by any person present. I have had
words and messages repeatedly written on privately-
marked paper, under the most rigid test conditions,
and have heard the pencil moving over the paper in
the dark. The conditions —pre-arranged by myself —
have been so strict as to be equally convincing to my
mind as if it had seen the written characters formed.
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But as space will not allow me to enter into full
particulars, I will merely select two instances in
which my eyes as well as ears were witnesses to the
operation. .

The first instance which I shall give took place, it
is true, at a dark seance, but the result was not less
satisfactory on that account. I was sitting next to the
medium, Miss Fox, the only other person present be
ing my wife and a lady relative, and I was holding
the medium's two hands in one of mine, whilst her
feet were resting on my feet. Paper was on the table
before us, and my disengaged hand was holding a
pencil.

A luminous hand came down from the upper part
of the room, and after hovering near me for a few
seconds, took the pencil from my hand, rapidly wrote
on a sheet of paper, threw the pencil down, and then
rose up over our heads, gradually fading into dark
ness.

My second instance may be considered the record
of a failure. "A good failure often teaches more than
the most successful experiment." It took place in the
light, in my own room, with only a few private friends
and Mr. Home present. Several circumstances, to
which I need not further allude, had shown that the
power that evening was strong. I therefore expressed
a wish to witness the actual production of a written
message such as I had heard described a short time
before by a friend. Immediately an alphabetic com
munication was made as follows : "We will try." A
pencil and some sheets of paper had been lying on the
center of the table; presently the pencil rose up on
its point, and after advancing by hesitating jerks to
the paper, fell down. It then rose, and again fell.
A third time it tried, but with no better result. After
three unsuccessful attempts, a small wooden lath,
which was lying near upon the table, slid towards
the pencil, and rose a few inches from the table-
the pencil rose again, and propping itself against the
lath, the two together made an effort to mark the
paper. It fell, and then a joint effort was again made.
After a third trial the lath gave it up, and moved
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back to its place, the pencil lay as it fell across the
paper, and an alphabetic message told us—"We
have tried to do as you asked, but our power is
exhausted."

Class XI.

Phantom Forms and Faces

These are the rarest of the phenomena I have wit
nessed. The conditions requisite for their appear
ance appear to be so delicate, and such trifles inter
fere with their production, that only on very few
occasions have I witnessed them under satisfactory
test conditions. I will mention two of these cases.

In the dusk of the evening, during a seance with
Mr. Home at my house, the curtains of a window
about eight feet from Mr. Home were seen to move.
A dark, shadowy, semi-transparent form, like that of
a man, was then seen by all present standing near
the window, waving the curtain with his hand. As
we looked, the form faded away, and the curtains
ceased to move.

The following is a still more striking instance. As
in the former case, Mr. Homes was the medium. A
phantom form came from a corner of the room, took
an accordion in its hand, and then glided about the
room playing the instrument. The form was visible
to all present for many minutes, Mr. Home also being
seen at the same time. Coming rather close to a
lady who was sitting apart from the rest of the com
pany, she gave a slight cry, upon which it vanished.

Class XII.

Special Instances which seem to point to the
Agency of an Exterior Intelligence.

It has already been shown that the phenomena are
governed by an intelligence. It becomes a question of
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importance as to the source of that intelligence. Is
it the intelligence of the medium, of any of the other
persons in the room, or is it an exterior intelligence?
Without wishing at present to speak positively on this
point, I may say that whilst I have observed many
circumstances which appear to show that the will and
intelligence of the medium have much to do with the
phenomena,* I have observed some circumstances
which seem conclusively to point to the agency of an
outside intelligence, not belonging to any human
being in the room. Space does not allow me to give
here all the arguments which can be adduced to prove
these points, but I will briefly mention one or two
circumstances out of many.

I have been present when several phenomena were
going on at the same time, some being unknown to
the medium. I have been with Miss Fox when she
has been writing a message automatically to one per
son present, whilst a message to another person on
another subject was being given alphabetically by
means of "raps," and the whole time she was con
versing freely with a third person on a subject
totally different from either. Perhaps a more strik
ing instance is the following: —

During a seance with Mr. Home, a small lath,
which I have before mentioned, moved across the
table to me, in the light, and delivered a message to
me by tapping my hand; I repeating the alphabet,
and the lath tapping me at the right letters. The
other end of the lath was resting on the table, some
distance from Mr. Home's hands.

The taps were so sharp and clear, and the lath was
evidently so well under control of the invisible power
which was governing its movements, that I said,
"Can the intelligence governing the motion of this
lath change the character of the movements, and
give me a telegraphic message through the Morse
alphabet by taps on my hand?" (I have every rea
son to believe that the Morse code was quite unknown

* I do not wish my meaning to be misunderstood. What I
mean is, not that the medium's will and intelligence are ac
tively employed in any conscious or dishonest way in the pro
duction of the phenomena, but that they sometimes appear
to act in an unconscious manner.
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to any other person present, and it was only imper
fectly know to me.) Immediately I said this, the
character of the taps changed, and the message was
continued in the way I had requested. The letters
were given too rapidly for me to do more than catch
a word here and there, and consequently I lost the
message; but I heard sufficient to convince me that
there was a good Morse operator at the other end of
the line, wherever that might be.

/ Another instance. A lady was writing automati
cally by means of the planchette. I was trying to
devise a means of proving that what she wrote was
not due to "unconscious cerebration." The planchette,
as it always does, insisted that, although it was
moved by the hand and arm of the lady, the intelli
gence was that of an invisible being who was playing
on her brain as on a musical instrument, and thus
moving her muscles. I therefore said to this intelli
gence, "Can you see the contents of this room?"
"Yes," wrote the planchette. "Can you see to read
this newspaper?" said I, putting my finger on a copy
of the Times, which was on a table behind me, but
without looking at it. "Yes," was the reply of the
planchette. "Well," I said, "if you can see that, write
the word which is now covered by my finger, and I
will believe you." The planchette commenced to
move. Slowly and with great difficulty the word
"however" was written. I turned round and saw
that the word "however" was covered by the tip of
my finger.

I had purposely avoided looking at the newspaper
when I tried this experiment, and it was impossible
for the lady, had she tried, to have seen any of the
printed words, for she was sitting at one table, and\ the paper was on another table behind, my body

v intervening.
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Class XIII.

Miscellaneous Occurrences of a Complex
Character.

Under this heading I propose to give several occur
rences which cannot be otherwise classified owing to
their complex character. Out of more than a dozen
cases, I will select two. The first occurred in the
presence of Miss Kate Fox. To render it intelligible
I must enter into some details.

Miss Fox had promised to give me a seance at my
house one evening in the spring of last year. Whilst
waiting for her, a lady relative, with my two eldest
sons, aged fourteen and eleven, were sitting in the
dining-room, where the seances were always held,
and I was sitting by myself, writing in the library.
Hearing a cab drive up and the bell ring, I opened the
door to Miss Fox, and took her directly into the din
ing-room. She said she would not go upstairs, as she
could not stay very long, but laid her bonnet and
shawl on a chair in the room. I then went to the
dining-room door, and telling the two boys to go into
the library and proceed with their lessons, I closed
the door behind them, locked it, and (according to
my usual custom at seances) put the key in my
pocket.

We sat down, Miss Fox being on my right hand
and the other lady on my left. An alphabetic mes
sage was soon given to turn the gas out, and we there
upon sat in total darkness, I holding Miss Fox's two
hands in one of mine the whole time. Very soon a
message was given in the following words : "We are
going to bring something to show our power;" and
almost immediately afterwards we all heard the
tinkling of a bell, not stationary, but moving about
in all parts of the room ; at one time by the wall, at
another in a further corner of the room, now touch
ing me on the head, and now tapping against the
floor. After ringing about the room in this manner
for fully five minutes, it fell upon the table close to
my hands.
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During the time this was going on no one moved,
and Miss Fox's hands were perfectly quiet. I re
marked that it could not be my little hand-bell which
was ringing, for I left that in the library. (Shortly
before Miss Fox came I had occasion to refer to a
book which was lying on a corner of a book-shelf.
The bell was on the book, and I put it on one side
to get the book. That little incident had impressed
on my mind the fact of the bell being in the library.
The gas was burning brightly in the hall outside the
dining-room door, so that this could not be opened
without letting light into the room, even had there
been an accomplice in the house with a duplicate key,
which there certainly was not.

I struck a light. There, sure enough, was my own
bell lying on the table before me. I went straight
into the library. A glance showed me that the bell
was not where it ought to have been. I said to my
eldest boy, "Do you know where my little bell is?"
"Yes, papa," he replied, "there it is," pointing to
where I had left it. He looked up as he said this,
and then continued, 'No— it's not there, but it was
there a little time ago." "How do you mean?—has
anyone come in and taken it?" "No," said he, "no
one has been in ; but I am sure it was there, because
when you sent us in here out of the dining-room, J.
(the youngest boy) began ringing it so that I could
not go on with my lesson, and I told him to stop."
J. corroborated this, and said that, after ringing it,
he. put the bell down where he had found it.

The second circumstance which I will relate oc
curred in the light, one Sunday evening, only Mr.
Home and members of my family being present. My
wife and I had been spending the day in the country,
and had brought home a few flowers we had gathered.
On reaching home, we gave them to a servant to put
them in water. Mr. Home came soon after, and we
at once proceeded to the dining-room. As we were
sitting down, a servant brought in the flowers, which
she had arranged in a vase. I placed it in the center
of the dining-table, which was without a cloth. This
was the first time Mr. Home had seen these flowers.
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After several phenomena had occurred, the conver
sation turned upon some circumstances which seemed
only explicable on the assumption that matter had
actually passed through a solid substance. There
upon a message was given by means of the alphabet :

"It is impossible for matter to pass through matter,
but we will show you what we can do." We waited
in silence. Presently a luminous appearance was
seen hovering over the bouquet of flowers, and then,
in full view of all present, a piece of Chinagrass 15

inches long, which formed the centre ornament of
the bouquet, slowly rose from the other flowers, and
then descended to the table in front of the vase,
between it and Mr. Home. It did not stop on reach
ing the table, but went through it, and we all watched
it until it had entirely passed through. Immediately
on the disappearance of the grass, my wife, who was
sitting near Mr. Home, saw a hand come up from
under the table between them, holding the piece of
grass. It tapped her on the shoulder two or three
times with a sound audible to all, then laid the grass
on the floor, and disappeared. Only two persons saw
the hand, but all in the room saw the piece of grass
moving about as I have described. During the time
this was taking place, Mr. Home's hands were seen
by all to be quietly resting on the table in front of
him. The place where the grass disappeared was 18
inches from his hands. The table was a telescope
dining-room, opening with a screw; there was no
leaf in it

,

and the junction of the two sides formed a

narrow crack down the middle. The grass had passed
through this chink, which I measured, and found to
be barely % inch wide. The stem of the piece of
grass was far too thick to enable me to force it

through this crack without injuring it, yet we had
all seen it pass through quietly and smoothly; and
on examination it did not show the slightest signs
of pressure or abrasion. /

49



Theories to Account for the Phenomena
Observed.

First Theory. —The phenomena are all the results
of tricks, clever mechanical arrangements, or leger
demain ; the mediums are impostors, and the rest of
the company fools.

It is obvious that this theory can only account for
a very small proportion of the facts observed. I am
willing to admit that some so-called mediums of
whom the public have heard much are arrant im
postors who have taken advantage of the public
demand for spiritualistic excitement to fill their
purses with easily-earned guineas; whilst others,
who have no pecuniary motive for imposture, are
tempted to cheat, it would seem, solely by a desire for
notoriety. I have met with several cases of im
posture, some very ingenious, others so palable that
no person who has witnessed the genuine phenomena
could be taken in by them. An enquirer into the
subject finding one of these cases at his first initia
tion is disgusted with what he detects at once to be
an imposture ; and he not unnaturally gives vent to
his feelings, privately or in print, by a sweeping de
nunciation of the whole genus "medium." Again,
with a thoroughly genuine medium., the first phe
nomena which are observed are generally slight
movements of the table, and faint taps under the
medium's hands or feet. These, of course, are quite
easy to be initated by the medium, or anyone at the
table. If, as sometimes occurs, nothing else takes
place, the skeptical observer goes away with the firm
impression that his superior acuteness detected cheat
ing on the part of the medium, who was consequently
afraid to preceed with any more tricks in his pres
ence. He, too, writes to the newspapers exposing the
whole imposture, and nrobably indulges in moral
sentiments about the sad spectacle of persons, appar-
entlv intelligent, being taken in by imposture which
he detected at once.

There is a wide difference between the tricks of a
professional conjurer, surrounded by his apparatus,
and aided by any number of concealed assistants and
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confederates, deceiving the senses by clever sleight of
hand on his own platform, and the phenomena occur
ring in the presence of Mr. Home, which take place
in the light, in a private room that almost up to the
commencement of the seance has been occupied as a
living room, and surrounded by private friends of my
own, who not only will not countenance the slightest
deception, but who are watching narrowly everything
that takes place. Moreover, Mr. Home has frequently
been searched before and after seances, and he always
offers to allow it. During the most remarkable occur
rences I have occasionally held both his hands, and
placed my feet on his feet. On no single occasion
have I proposed a modification of arrangements for
the purpose of rendering trickery less possible which
he has not at once assented to, and frequently he has
himself drawn attention to tests which might be

tried.
I speak chiefly of Mr. Home, as he is so much

more powerful than most of the mediums I have
experimented with. But with all I have taken such
precautions as place trickery out of the list of pos
sible explanations.

Be it remembered that an explanation to be of any
value must satisfy all the conditions of the problem.
It is not enough for a person, who has perhaps seen
only a few of the inferior phenomena, to say, "I sus
pect it was all cheating," or "I saw how some of the
tricks could be done."

Second Theory. —The persons at a seance are the
victims of a sort of mania or delusion, and imagine
phenomena to occur which have no real objective
existence.

Third Theory. —The whole is the result of con
scious or unconscious cerebral action.

Fourth Theory. —The result of the spirit of the
medium, perhaps in association with the spirits of
some or all of the people present.

These two theories are evidently incapable of em
bracing more than a small portion of the phenomena,
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and they are improbable explanations for even those.
They may be dismissed very briefly.

I now approach the "Spiritual" theories. It must
be remembered that the word "spirit" is used in a
very vague sense by the generality of people.

Fifth Theory. —The actions of evil spirits or devils,
personifying who or what they please, in order to
undermine Christianity and ruin men's souls.

Sixth Theory. —The actions of a separate order of
beings, living on this earth, but invisible and imma
terial to us. Able, however, occasionaly to manifest
their presence. Known in almost all countries and
ages as demons (not necessarily bad), gnomes, fair
ies, kobolds, elves, goblins, Puck, etc.

Seventh Theory. —The actions of departed human
beings—the spiritual theory par excellence.

Eighth Theory {The Psychic Force Theory). —
This is a necessary adjunct to the 4th, 5th, 6th and
7th theories, rather than a theory by itself.

According to this theory, the "medium," or the
circle of people associated together as a whole, is
supposed to possess a force, power, influence, virtue,
or gift, by means of which intelligent beings are
enabled to produce the phenomena observed. What
these intelligent beings are is a subject for other
theories.

It is obvious that a "medium" possesses a some
thing which is not possessed by an ordinary being.
Give this something a name. Call it "x" if you like.
Mr. Serjeant Cox calls it "Psychic Force." There has
been so much misunderstanding on this subject that I
think it best to give the following explanation in Mr.
Serjeant Cox's own words :—

"The Theory of Psychic Force is in itself merely
the recognition of the now almost undisputed fact
that under certain conditions, as yet but imperfectly
ascertained, and within a limited, but as yet unde
fined, distance from the bodies of certain persons
having a special nerve organization, a Force operates
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by which, without muscular contact or connection,
action at a distance is caused, and visible motions
and audible sounds are produced in solid substances.
As the presence of such an organization is necessary
to the phenomenon, it is reasonably concluded that
the Force does, in some manner as yet unknown, pro
ceed from that organization. As the organism is it
self moved and directed within its structure by a
Force which either is, or is controlled by, the Soul,
Spirit, or Mind (call it what we may) which consti
tutes the individual being we term 'the Man,' it is an
equally reasonable conclusion that the Force which
causes the motions beyond the limits of the body is
the same Force that produces motion within the
limits of the body. And, inasmuch as the external
force is seen to be often directed by Intelligence, it is
an equally reasonable conclusion that the directing
Intelligence of the external force is the same Intelli
gence that directs the Force internally. This is the
force to which the name of Psychic Force has been
given by me as properly designating a force which I
thus contend to be traced back to the Soul or Mind of
the man as its source. But I and all who adopt this
theory of Psychic Force as being the agent through
which the phenomena are produced, do not thereby
intend to assert that this Psychic Force may not be
sometimes seized and directed by some other Intelli
gence than the Mind of the Psychic. The most ardent
Spiritualists practically admit the existence of
Psychic Force under the very inappropriate nante of
Magnetism (to which it has no affinity whatever),
for they assert that the Spirits of the Dead can only
do the acts attributed to them by using the Magnet
ism (that is, the Psychic Force) of the Medium. The
difference between the advocates of Psychic Force
and the Spiritualists consists in this—that we con
tend that there is as yet insufficient proof of any other
directing agent than the Intelligence of the Medium,
and no proof whatever of the agency of Spirits of the
dead; while the Spiritualists hold it as a faith, not
demanding further proof, that Spirits of the Dead
are the sole agents in the production of all the phe
nomena. Thus the controversy resolves itself into a
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pure question of fact, only to be determined by a

laborious and long-continued series of experiments
and an extensive collection of psychological facts,
which should be the first duty of the Psychological
Society, the formation of which is now in progress."

54



Miss Florence Cook's
Mediumship

The following letters appeared in the Spiritual
istic papers at the dates which they bear:

Sir—It has been my endeavor to keep as clear of
controversy as possible, in writing or speaking about
so inflammatory a topic as the phenomena called
Spiritual. Except in very few cases, where the prom
inent position of my opponent would have caused my
silence to be ascribed to other than the real motives,
I have made no reply to the attacks and misrepre
sentations which my connection with this subject
has entailed upon me.

The case is otherwise, however, when a few lines
from me may perhaps assist in removing an unjust
suspicion which is cast upon another. And when this
other person is a woman—young, sensitive, innocent
—it becomes especially a duty for me to give the
weight of my testimony in favour of her whom I
believe to be unjustly accused.

Among all the arguments brought forward on
either side touching the phenomena of Miss Cook's
mediumship, I see very few facts stated in such a way
as to lead an unprejudiced reader, provided he can
trust the judgment and veracity of the narrator, to
say, "Here at last is absolute proof." I s'ee plenty of
strong assertion, much unintentional exaggeration,
endless conjecture and supposition, no little insinua
tion of fraud, and some amount of vulgar buffoonry ;

but no one has come forward with a positive asser
tion, based upon the evidence of his own senses, to
the effect that when the form which calls itself
"Katie" is visible in the room, the body of Miss Cook
is either actually in the cabinet or is not there.

It appears to me that the whole question narrows
itself into this small compass. Let either of the above
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alternatives be proved to be a fact, and all the other
collateral questions may be dismissed. But the proof
must be absolute, and not based upon inferential rea
soning, or assumed upon the supposed integrity of
seals, knots, and sewing; for I have reason to know
that the power at work in these phenomena, like
Love, "laughs at locksmiths."

I was in hopes that some of those friends of Miss
Cook, who have attended her seances almost from
the commencement, and who appear to have been
highly favoured in the tests they have received,
would, ere this, have borne testimony in her favour.
In default, however, of evidence from those who have
followed these phenomena from their beginning
nearly three years ago, let me, who have only been
admitted, as it were, at the eleventh hour, state a
circumstance which came under my notice at a
seance to which I was invited by the favour of Miss
Cook, a few days after the disgraceful occurrence
which has given rise to this controversy.

The seance was held at the house of Mr. Luxmore,
and the "cabinet" was a back drawing-room, sep
arated from the front room in which the company
sat, by a curtain.

The usual formality of searching the room and
examining the fastenings having been gone through,
Miss Cook entered the cabinet.

After a little time the form of Katie appeared at
the side of the curtain, but soon retreated, saying her
medium was not well, and could not be put into a
sufficiently deep sleep to make it safe for her to be
left.

I was sitting within a few fest of the curtain close
behind which Miss Cook was sitting, and I could fre
quently hear her moan and sob, as if in pain. This
uneasiness continued at intervals nearly the whole
duration of the seance, and once, when the form of
Katie was standing before me in the room, I dis
tinctly heard a sobbing, moaning sound, identical
with that which Miss Cook had been making at in
tervals the whole time of the seance, come from be
hind the curtain where the young lady was supposed
to be sitting.
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I admit that the figure was startlingly life-like and
real, and, as far as I could see in the somewhat dim
light, the features resembled those of Miss Cook ; but
still the positive evidence of one of my own senses
that the moan came from Miss Cook in the cabinet,
whilst the figure was outside, is too strong to be upset
by a mere inference to the contrary, however well
supported.

Your readers, sir, know me, and will, I hope, be

lieve that I will not come hastily to an opinion, or
ask them to agree with me on insufficient evidence.
It is perhaps expecting too much to think that the
little incident I have mentioned will have the same
weight with them that it had with me. But this I
do beg of them—Let those who are inclined to judge
Miss Cook harshly suspend their judgment until I
bring forward positive evidence which I think will
be sufficient to settle the question.

Miss Cook is now devoting herself exclusively to a
series of private seances with me and one or two
friends. The seances will probably extend over some
months, and I am promised that every desirable test
shall be given to me. These seances have not been
going on many weeks, but enough has taken place to
thoroughly convince me of the perfect truth and
honesty of Miss Cook, and to give me every reason
to expect that the promises so freely made to me by
Katie will be kept.

All I now ask is that your readers will not hastily
assume that everything which is prima facie suspi
cious necessarily implies deception, and that they
will suspend their judgment until they hear from me
again on this subject.—I am, &c.

WILLIAM CROOKES.
20 Mornington Road, London.

February 3, 187A.

SPIRIT-FORMS.

In a letter which I wrote to this Journal early in
February last, speaking of the phenomena of spirit
forms which have appeared through Miss Cook's
mediumship, I said, "Let those who are inclined to
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judge Miss Cook harshly suspend their judgment
. until I bring forward positive evidence which I think
will be sufficient to settle the question. Miss Cook
is now devoting herself exclusively to a series of
private seances with nte and one or two friends.
. . . Enough has taken place to thoroughly con
vince me of the perfect truth and honesty of Miss
Cook, and to give me every reason to expect that the
promises so freely made to me by Katie will be
kept"

In that letter I described an incident which, to my
mind, went very far towards convincing me that
Katie and Miss Cook were two separate material
beings, when Katie was outside the cabinet, standing
before me, and I heard a moaning noise from Miss
Cook in the cabinet. I am happy to say that I have
at last obtained the "absolute proof" to which I re
ferred in the above-quoted letter.

I will, for the present, pass over most of the tests
which Katie has given me on the many questions
when Miss Cook has favored me with seances at this
house, and will only describe one or two which I
have recently had. I have for some time past been
experimenting with a phosphorus lamp, consisting
of a 6-oz. or 8-oz. bottle, containing a little phos-
phorized oil, and tightly corked. I have had reason
to hope that by the light of this lamp some of the
mysterious phenomena of the cabinet might be ren
dered visible, and Katie has also expressed herself
hopefully as to the sam'e result.

On March 12th, during a seance here, after Katie
had been walking amongst us and talking for some
time, she retreated behind the curtain which separ
ated my laboratory where the company was sitting,
from my library which did temporary duty as a cab
inet. In a minute she came to the curtain and called
me to her, saying, "Come into the room and lift my
medium's head up, she has slipped down." Katie
was then standing before m'e clothed in her usual
white robes and turban head-dress. I immediately
walked into the library up to Miss Cook, Katie step
ping aside to allow me to pass. I found Miss Cook
had slipped partly off the sofa, and her head was
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hanging in a very awkward position. I lifted her on
to the sofa, and in so doing had satisfactory evidence,
in spite of the darkness, that Miss Cook was not at
tired in the "Katie" costume, but had on her ordi
nary black velvet dress, and was in a deep trance.
Not more than three seconds elapsed between my
seeing the white-robed Katie standing before me
and my raising Miss Cook on to the sofa from the
position into which she had fallen.

On returning to my post of observation by the cur
tain, Katie again appeared, and said she thought she
would be able to show herself and her medium to me
at the same time. The gas was then turned out and
she asked for my phosphorus lamp. After exhibiting
herself by it for some seconds, she handed it back
to me, saying, "Now come in and see my medium."
I closely followed her into the library, and by the
light of my lamp saw Miss Cook lying on the sofa
just as I had left her. I looked round for Katie, but
she had disappeared. I called her, but there was
no answer.

On resuming my place, Katie soon reappeared, and
told me that she had been standing close to Miss
Cook all the time. She then asked if she might try
an experiment herself, and taking the phosphorus
lamp from me she passed behind the curtain, asking
me not to look in for the present. It a few minutes
she handed the lamp back to me, saying she could
not succeed, as she had used up all her power, but
would try again another time. My eldest son, a lad
of fourteen, who was sitting opposite me (in such a
position that he could see behind the curtain, tells
me he distinctly saw the phosphorus lamp ap
parently floating about in space over Miss Cook, il
luminating her as she lay motionless on the sofa, but
he could not see anyone holding the lamp.

I pass on to a seance held last night at Hackney.
Katie never appeared to greater perfection, and for
nearly two hours she walked about the room, con
versing familiarly with those present. On several
occasions she took my arm when walking, and the
impression conveyed to my mind that it was a living
woman by my side, instead of a visitor from the other
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world, was so strong that the temptation to repeat a
recent celebrated experiment became almost irre
sistible. Feeling, however, that if I had not a spirit,
I had at all events a lady close to me, I asked her
permission to clasp her in my arms, so as to be able

to verify the interesting observations which a bold
experimentalist has recently somewhat verbosely re
corded. Permission was graciously given, and I ac
cordingly did—well, as any gentleman would do un
der the circumstances. Mr. Volokman will be pleased
to know that I can corroborate his statement that
the "ghost" (not "struggling" however) was as ma
terial a being as Miss Cook herself. But the sequel
shows how wrong it is for an experimentalist, how
ever accurate his observations may be, to venture to
draw an important conclusion from an insufficient
amount of evidence.

Katie now said she thought she would be able this
time to show herself and Miss Cook together. I was
to turn the gas out, and then come with my phos
phorus lamp into the room now used as a cabinet.
This I did, having previously asked a friend who
was skillful in shorthand to take down any state
ment I might make when in the cabinet, knowing the
importance attaching to first impressions, and not
wishing to leave more to memory than necessary.
His notes are now before me.

I went cautiously into the room, it being dark, and
felt about for Miss Cook. I found her crouching on
the floor. Kneeling down, I let air enter the lamp,
and by its light I saw the young lady dressed in
black velvet, as she had been in the early part of
the evening, and to appearance perfectly senseless;
she did not move when I took her hand and held
the light quite close to her face, but continued quietly
breathing. Raising the lamp, I looked around and
saw Katie standing close behind Miss Cook. She
was robed in flowing white drapery as we had seen
her previously during the seance. Holding one of
Miss Cook's hands in mine, and still kneeling, I
passed the lamp up and down so as to illuminate
Katie's whole figure, and satisfy myself thoroughly
that I was really looking at the veritable Katie whom
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I had clasped in my arms a few minutes before, and
not at the phantasm of a disordered brain. She did
not speak, but moved her head and smiled in recog
nition. Three separate times did I carefully ex
amine Miss Cook crouching before me, to be sure
that the hand I held was that of a living woman, and
three separate times did I turn the lamp to Katie
and examine her with seadfast scrutiny, until I had
no doubt whatever of her objective reality. At last
Miss Cook moved slightly, and Katie instantly mo
tioned me to go away. I went to another part of
the cabinet, and then ceased to see Katie, but did
not leave the room until Miss Cook woke up, and two
of the visitors came in with a light.

Before concluding this article I wish to give some
of the points of difference which I have observed be
tween Miss Cook and Katie. Katie's height varies;
in my house I have seen her six inches taller than
Miss Cook. Last night, with bare feet, and not
"tiptoeing," she was four-and-a-half inches taller
than Miss Cook. Katie's neck was bare last night;
the skin was perfectly smooth both to touch and
sight, whilst on Miss Cook's neck is a large blister,
which under similar circumstances is distinctly vis
ible and rough to the touch. Katie's ears are un-
pierced, whilst Miss Cook habitually wears earrings.
Katie's complexion is very fair, while that of Miss
Cook is very dark. Katie's fingers are much longer
than Miss Cook's, and her face is also larger. In
manners and ways of expression there are also many
decided differences.

Miss Cook's health is not good enough to allow of
her giving more of these test seances for the next
few weeks, and we have, therefore, strongly advised
her to take an entire rest before recommencing the
experimental campaign which I have sketched out for
her, and the results of which I hope to be able to
record at some future day.

WILLIAM CROOKES.
20 Mornington Road, N. W.

March 30th, 187U.
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