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P R E F A C E .

I t is an observation, built on truth and experience, that the 
Arts and Sciences, like kingdoms and states, have their rise, 
perfection, decline, and fall. In this view we contemplate 
Astronomy, and the elementary principles of Philosophy, founded 
upon the firmest basis of truth, and supported by experience.

The Siderial Science derives its support from hence; and in 
proportion to the perfection of the former, the latter will be more 
or less found to be fact.

Thus, Sir Isaac N e w t o n , Dr. H alley, and many other great 
names, are called in to the assistance of Astrology ; the first 
principles; of which are founded upon the most essential axioms 
of Astronomy, without which it would be a vague, uncertain 
Science; but when so rationally supported, becomes respect­
able, and, in every point of view, will be found replete with 
useful instruction, and conducive to every salutary purpose of 
making mankind happier and better.

Nothing but an intimate acquaintance with the fundamental 
principles of this Science can remove the disbelief and contempt 
some persons entertain of i t ; and thus it is the chief aim of the 
present work to elucidate tru th ; and when manifested, to fol­
low i t ; but yet, as much as possible, to keep clear from the ob­
noxious path of bigoted controversy, and, at the same time, to 
guard also against error and enthusiasm.

If  the knowledge of the Planetary System and Fixed Stars, 
as far as it relates to their revolutions, and their influences on 
the atmosphere, and their uses in Navigation and Husbandry; 
also respecting Eclipses, Comets, Meteors, and other pheno­
mena, be creditable and praiseworthy, why should not the
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knowledge of Stony operation on the mind and body of man, be 
entitled to equal estimation and applause 8 Nay, why does it 
not possess superior claims to notice and veneration % And why 
not become the inseparable objects of contemplation and study, 
wherein the power and glory of God might be wonderfully 
manifested ? And in the words of the immortal P tolenly: 
u What therefore hinders, but that he who exquisitely knows 
the motion of the Stars, and of the Sun and Moon, and who is 
not ignorant of the Trines, nor of the Place, nor any of the As­
pects ; and is farther well skilled in their natures,—what, I say, 
hinders any man, thus furnished, from knowing, both naturally 
and suitably, die effects of all these mixed together 8”

What wonder, then, that we a science scan,
Which, tracing nature, analyses man;
Whether we new him placed in joy or woe;
Whether trace earth, or search her depths below;
Whether we contemplate the glorions San,
The circling planets, or the changeful Moon;
Whether the elements in mildest form,
Or in the horrors of the roaring storm,—
In all, th’ Almighty Architect we mark,
Clear, thongfa mysterious, luminous, though dark !

That the faculty of prescience and fore-knowledge does ex­
ist, and is attainable by an ordinary degree of scientific acquire­
ments, may be sufficiently proved by a reference to our pages, 
where the sceptic in these heavenly sciences may find the re­
cord of many extraordinary and remarkable predictions, that 
gild the present volume with a resplendent lustre, calculated to 
convince the most perfect unbeliever in these sublime truths, 
who is open to die slightest conviction. Indeed, we may well 
affirm, and without any fear of contradiction, that in no other 
author, nor in any other volume, which the wisdom of our an­
cestors hath bequeathed to us, can be found so many singular 
Rnd demonstrable instances of the perfection to which the As­
tral Science may arrive, by the united labours of skilful Stu­
dents.

Independent of this, we have endeavoured to set forth a rich 
treat for the curious, yet unphilosophical, reader, by our records
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of authenticated supe rnatural occurrences; and we have also 
Occasionally bad recourse to thfe annals of History, as well as 
the labours of our contemporaries, in order to adorn the work, 
and leave out nothing which could, in any manner, be inter* 
esting.

The present age is, it appears, fond of the mysterious, and 
we have no doubt hot, in a short period, Astrology will become 
as fashionable as any of our most popular sciences. It certainly 
has been our aim to render it as sneb, and we confidently 
hope, not without partial success.

Since the announcement of the present volume, the Editors 
are at a loss for words to express their gratitude for the distin* 
guished and unprecedented patronage which they have expe­
rienced. The Scholar, the Student, and the Gentleman, have 
stepped forward successively to thefr assistance; and the nu­
merous Correspondents, foreign and domestic, who have fa­
voured them with their valuable lucubrations, deserve more 
praise for tbeir disinterested eagerness to contribute towards 
the Science, than they can at present express, but for which 
they will never fail to be most peculiarly grateful.

The copiousness of the C o n ten ts  detailed at the end of this 
Preface, will sufficiently point out its universal interest, yet we 
respectfully state, that the ANECDOTES of fhe DEAD, and 
AUTHENTICATED STORIES of GHOSTS, APPARITIONS, 
VISIONS, 8cc. will add a singular charm, by the wonderful, 
yet true, records of events connected with the invisible world, 
which are under that head narrated.
., The HIEROGLYPHICS are by the learned Members of the 
Mercurii, whose deep researches into futurity have been assisted 
by the perusal of the most erudite and valuable MSS. in the 
British Museum, the Ashmplean Museum at Oxford, the Bodle­
ian Xibrary, the Libraries at Bristol Cathedral, and Wells; 
aided by the free access which these Gentlemen of Talent and 
Science have to the finest collections of Authors in Occult Philo­
sophy which the world has ever produced. The MSS. of the



PREFACE.viii

late Sir Richard Cosway, R. A., having been purchased for 
this Work.

The NATIVITIES of illustrious, eminent, and extraordinary 
persons, both living and dead, are inserted, as so many hand- 
marks to guide the Scientific Traveller in the Astral Philosophy, 
interspersed with remarks, reflections, applications, and corol­
laries, all calculated to render this part of the Work of the most 
intense interest, both to the student and casual observer.

Amongst those who have been engaged at an unlimited ex­
pense, in England, Paris, Rome, Vienna, and different foreign 
parts, to write on this subject, the name of the erudite member of 
the Mercurii, R aphael, amongst whose calculations and predic­
tions, those relative to the Horoscopes of H arris, the Aeronaut 
—His Majesty, George IV.—Graham, the Aeronaut, have 
obtained so much celebrity, will be found to add increased 
interest to the pages, by the calculation of a vast number of 
illustrious and curious Genitores.

The OCCULT PHILOSOPHER contains authenticated 
Anecdotes and Predictions of the most eminent Astrologers, 
Anecdotes of Magicians, Soothsayers, and Extraordinary Events 
relating to Futurity, Prophecy, Omens, and Remarkable Occur­
rences.

The SELEC T BIOGRAPHER is a pleasing and impartial 
Register of all that is curious and worthy of record in the Lives 
of eminent Philosophers. With a variety of important and in­
teresting matter not to be found in any other Publication.

In every subject that is discussed in this Work, the most 
scrupulous care is taken that nothing offensive to the most deli­
cate and moral taste, has been allowed to stain its pages. The 
father, the daughter, and the child, may derive constant amuse­
ment from it.
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