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A  N O B L E  APOLOGY AND A N  EARTH QUAKE.

Captain Noble, of Maresfield, Sussex, has got himself into 
a maze. Some few weeks back, it will be remembered, Mr.
R. Cooper gave a lecture on Spiritualism, in Uckfield. Captain 
Noble was elected chairman, and fulfilled his duties with skill 
and gentlemanly courtesy. He was not a believer in Mr. 
Cooper’s philosophy, but he nevertheless told the audience 
that any fool could make a noise, whilst it would take a wise 
man to answer an argument; hence the lecturer was listened 
to with marked attention. At the close of the lecture a dis­
cussion took place, in which the noble Captain joined. The 
impression made on our mind after the meeting was over was 
that Captain Noble, although a sturdy opponent to Spiritual­
ism, was an out-and-out gentleman. There was in his outward 
hearing an expression o f liberality and genial good humor 
which won us over.

Perhaps the noble Captain was chaffed a good deal by his 
anti-spiritual friends for the part he had taken at the Uckfield 
meeting. Perhaps ho thought a little Latin, dished up in an 
anonymous letter to the Sussex Advertiser, would keep the 
faculties of the men of Sussex on the side of sanity. Be this 
as it may, a paper conflict resulted, in which Mr. Cooper and 
Captain Noble were the adversaries. There were a deal of 
sharpness about the Maresfield champion, and much Latin, all 
o f which might have passed, not for “ noise,”  but for “  argu­
ment but unluckily, in his zeal to damage his opponent’s 
cause, without the slightest impression that it was not the 
order of a good Christian and a gentleman to sully the repu­
tation of a man he did not know, if that man happened to be 
a spirit-medium, Captain Noble, with the utmost sang froid, 
said “  Mr. Home, I verily believe, is as rank an impostor as 
ever breathed,”  or words to that effect. O f course, most 
people believed Captain Noble, because most people do not 
believe Spiritualism, From that time we deemed the Captain 
not quite so out-and-out a gentleman, but there was no use 
we thought, taking any notice of what properly belonged ter*

Mr. Home to notice. To our surprise and delight we read 
the letter in the Sussex Advertiser, which appeared lately in 
our columns, containing a full recantation from the noble 
Captain, of the ungcntlemanly aspersion done in an out-and- 
out gentlemanly spirit. Mr. Home is satisfied we are satisfied, 
and we can but hope Captain Noble is satisfied. The subject of 
Spiritualism is necessarily, owing to the materialistic tendencies 
of the age, one that must appear extravagant to men like the 
Captain, who mix much with orthodox sceptics, and who believe 
themselves, owing to their researches, taking a materialistic 
direction, matter-of-fact men of sense. The only fact con­
nected with this out-and-out gentlemanly apology to Mr. 
Home which does not exactly square with our ideas of gentle­
manly conduct is, that Captain Noblo did it under the terror 
of a threat. Mr. Home positively intended to test the Captain’s 
right to defame according to English law. The amende 
honorable has been made, and it was dono in such a gracious 
manner— so gentlemanly, that we can but feel grateful to Mr. 
Home for compelling so noble an antagonist to teach us how 
to apologise in a true gentlemanly spirit, when we must render 
unto Caesar the things which belong to Caesar.

It is singular that a curious phenomenon resembling an 
earthquake, has, within the last few days’ visit ’d Maresfield, 
and Captain Noble’s household has been alarmed. He did 
not hear anything unusual himself, but some of his servants 
did, and one lady actually had her bedstead moved while she 
lay upon it. The Captain has written to the Times, giving 
the facts which he did not witness, but which he accepts 
nevertheless. W e do not imagine for an instant that he 
ought to do other than accept evidences second-hand, when 
they do not come first-hand; hut we cannot help smiling at 
the incongruous position the earthquake has placed 
him in. When Captain Noble wrote against Spiritualism, he 
refused evidences coming from America, which was so far off, 
just as though a few thousand miles made a difference to the 
integrity of a writer. Now the Captain has accepted evidences 
in favor of the earthquake in his own household. What more 
could he do ? But the evidences are indirect, nevertheless. 
W e grant they are to him more convincing than if they ha 
come from foreign sources— from people he knows nothing 
about; but what of us ? We might be sceptical upon the 
Captain’s original dictum, and refuse altogether evidences 
which come from his household, demanding evidences nearer 
home to convince us. But we do no such thing— the various 
evidences produced leave no room for doubt, hut that some 
unusual phenomenon was actually manifested at Maresfield. 

«^remarks are not here made with a view to triumph over.
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t he  in con sisten ces  o f  C apta in  N o b le . W e  o n ly  desire t o  set 
up a glass th a t h e m a y  see h im se lf th erein . I f  h e g o  on  
p r e ju d g in g  Sp iritu a lism  as h e  has h ith erto  don e, h e  w ill p rove  
n o  fr ien d  t o  th e  tru th , b u t  w e believe, nevertheless, h e w ill be 
as h ith erto , h on est. W e  tru st, h ow ever, th e  exp eriences o f  
th e  past few  w eeks w ill m ake h im  w ise, b y  te a ch in g  h im  th e  
o ld  ax iom , “  D is cre t io n  is th e  b e tte r  p a rt o f  v a lou r .”  H a d  
he h ave a cted  u p on  th is  g o o d  o ld  sa y in g , h e  w ou ld  n o t  h ave 
defam ed  th e  fair n am e o f  M r . H o m e , a n d  w ou ld  h ave h ad  n o  
g en tlem a n ly  a p o lo g y  t o  offer.

A l l  th in g s  m a y  w ork  to g e th e r  fo r  g o o d  in  th e  case o f  C ap ­
ta in  N o b le . H e  has a  fin e ly  cu ltiv a te d  brain , and  has, we 
believe, d e v o ted  m u ch  p a tien t care an d  m a n y  years  to  th e  stu d y  
o f  th e  p h y s ica l scien ces. T h e  p a th w a y  h e has ch osen  is  a 
n ob le  on e , and  i f  he o n ly  a ct u p on  th e  exp erien ce o f  th e  past 
few  w eeks, he m a y  in  th e  fu tu re  tread  it  nobly indeed.

W e  w ish  w e co u ld  in sp ire  h im  t o  a care fu l in v estig a tion  o f  
S p iritu a lism , n o t  w ith  a  v iew  t o  p ro v e  i t  false, b u t  to  d iscov er  
i f  i t  be tru e . W e  are  satisfied  h e w ou ld , in  th e  cou rse  o f  a 
few  m on th s , find h im se lf satisfied  th a t  ra p p in g s are e lic ited  
w ith o u t th e  m ed iu m  n eed in g  t o  “  soak  h er toes  in  w arm  
w a ter.”  '

M a y  h is past exp erien ce  lead  C apta in  N o b le  t o  co n v ic t io n  
o f  th e  tru th  o f  S p ir itu a lis m ; i f  i t  does, g o o d  w ill com e  ou t 
o f  app areu t ev il, a n d  th e  sp iritu al ran k s w ill w e lcom e  h im  as 
a v a lia n t a n d  w orth y  so ld ier , w o r th y  to  ta k e  a ca p ta in ’ s p ost 
in  th e  g rea t sp iritu a l a rm y w h ich  is g a in in g  re in forcem en ts  
fro m  all ranks an d  a ll cou n tries .

MB. R. COOPER AT BRIGHTON.

On Monday ovening last Mr. R. Cooper, proprietor of the Spiritual 
Time» delivered a lecture on “ Modorn Spiritualism”  at the Town Hall, 
Brighton. The lecturer was honored by the presence of a largo pro- 
portion of ladies—a fact to note. The Rev. Robert Ainslie was re­
quested to fill the chair, which, had he been gifted with a little o f the 
milk of human kindness he would have dono effectually, considering 
the sizo of his body ■, but giants in frame are not always giants in mind. 
W e do not say the Rev. Robert Ainslie is not an intellectual athleto. 
The weak point in his conduct soems to us like the weak points in his 
log ic ; the result of a surplusage of combativencss and self-esteem. 
W o think, mind we are only like the reverent opponent o f Mr. Cooper, 
human, and capable of blundering,—Mr. Ainslie for the timo forgot 
he was a minister of the meek and lowly Jesus, or porliaps ho did not 
on that occasion deem it necessary to sit for fair play, bocauso to do so 
he would probably have prevented himself from standing up in defence 
of popular prejudice and ignorant assumption. Wo do not think the 
Rov. R. Ainslie should not bo allowod to cudgel away against the 
Spiritualists until ho is himself exhausted, but let him do it in a manly 
English manner. He had a right to refuse to take tlio chair, but in 
refusing we do not seo the “  charity which covereth a multitude of 
sins." But what is the use of writing ? Did the Rov. Robert Ainslio 
go to the Town Hall to hear, that he might coll his combative powers 
into play, and gratify his inordinato self-esteem ? W ill any of our 
readers answer P There was interruption throughout the lecture, and 
this gentle Christian, who refused to occupy the chair, is said to have 
joined in it if he did not take the lead. The Lord lias often been 
called upon to save us from our friends, but wo in all sincerity would 
humbly request Him to save us from our priests. A h ! what did wo 
say P W hy, the Rev. Robort Ainslio is a most thorough preacher.down 
of priest-craft in his pulpit, where he propounds Unitarianism and 
eschews its name. May lie, however, reflect that since there are phe- 
nomona in nature even he cannot explain, he might possibly gain new 
truths by being less authoritative.

M r. R .  C o o p e b , p rop r ie to r  o f  th e  Spiritual Tim et, has 
u ndertak en  t o  le ctu re  on  Spiritualitim , a t th e  fo llo w in g  p la c e s : 
— O n  M o n d a y  n ex t, M a y  10 , V ic to r ia  R o o m s , R y d e ; 
T u esd a y , M a y  17 , L itera ry  and  S cien tific  In st itu tio n , V e n t n o r ; 
W ed n esd a y , M a y  1 8 , Q ueen ’s R o o m s , N e w p o r t ; T h u rsd a y , 
M a y  1 9 , T o w n  H a l l , W e s t  C ow es ; F r id a y , M a y  2 0 , V ic to r ia  
R o o m s , S o u th a m p to n ; M o n d a y , M a y  2 3 , A ssem b ly  R oom , 
H a v a n t ; T u esd a y , M a y  2 1 , T o w n  H a ll , A r u n d e l ; W e d n e s ­
day , M a y  2 5 , M o n ta g u e  H a ll , W o r th in g .

Not at all Fair.
“  Ho had never seen a ghost, but he would like very much to seo 

one. He had soon mediums, howover, and Mr. Powell, the author of 
the work which the lecturor had quoted from in support of his argu­
ment, ho once sow operate on a medium, when he was mosmerisod. 
He was a blind flute player, and when in the mesmerisod condition 
Mr. Powell told him to play a tuno, and although in a Bleeping con­
dition, ho was enabled to whisper to Mr. Powell, and tell him his 
‘ flute was dry.’ (Laughter.)” — [Extract from the Rev. Robort Ains- 
lie’s speech, in opposition to Mr. R. Coopor, at the Town Hall, Brigh- 
ton, on Monday evening, May 9th, 1864.]

TO THE llEV. BOBEUT AINSLIE.

R ev. Sib,—A local paper has just been handed to me containing a 
roport of Mr. R. Cooper’s late lecture at the Brighton Town Hall. 
In that report I And, to my groat astonishment, you had the unfairness 
to use my name in connection with some blind flute player, whom you 
arc reported to say I mosmerisod, and who, on being told by mo to 
play a tune, whispered to mo that his “  fluto was dry.”  Now, Sir, I 
distinctly and emphatically deny this statement. I never in my life 
mesmerised a blind person. Supposing you to refer to an evoning I 
spent on ono occasion at a gentleman’s liouso near you, I will just say 
that tho young man whom 1 mesmerised, whom you say was “  blind,”  
is now employed as a letter-carrier in tho Brighton Post Otllee. Do 
you think ho could seo to read the directions on the letters ho delivers 
woro ho as you say “  blind ?”  It is quite clear your memory has 
failed you in your description of my subject's want of eyesight. When 
you endoavour to damago the reputation of another, you should at 
least speak tho truth. If I  am not a minister, I trust I am a man, 
and one quito incapablo of asporsing character by mis-statements. 
Now to the othor witty and pointed part of your statement. “  He 
whispored, the Jlute teas dry.”  I f  your recollection was so defective 
as to cause you to pronounco a man with good eyes in his head 
“  blind,”  is it not probable your memory may have been treacherous 
to you in other particulars. Let me tell you such an expression never 
escaped tho lips of the subject whilst ho was in the “ sleep." You 
yourself, if you will tako pains to refer to other incidents connected 
with that ovening, must call to mind the coarso ungentlemanly man­
ner in which you proffered uncallod-for stubborn negations, with a 
view to destroy all necessary conditions to suoooBsful mesmerism.

I am but a very small individual, but I feel a little of tho firo of an 
Englishman, and shall always, I trust, be preparod to defend my own 
integrity when it is assailed. I therefore publicly challenge you to 
establish tho truth of your uncallod-for aspersion on my integrity, or 
to do mo the justice to correct it.

Aftor that, if you liavo no objection, I  shall bo ploasod to shako 
hands with you on the platform at tho Brighton Town Hall, and enter 
into a full and manly discussion either on tho truths and principles of 
Mcsmorism or Spiritualism. Do not imagine I consider I am aspir­
ing to an clovation equal to your intellectual altitude. I  rnorely wish 
first to defend my own integrity— noxt to dofend those principles I 
liavo at heart. If you condescend to moet me on Mosmerism, I will 
endeavour to produce mesmeric phenomena on individuals solooted 
from tho audienoe. I f  you meet mo on the subject of Spiritualism, I 
shall make no attompt at developing manifestations, for reasons I can 
explain if necessary. Remember, your public position as a minister, 
even although I  am but an author and mesmorist, will not justify you 
in saying of me that which is untrue!

I  have tho honour to subscribe myself, &o.,
J. H. POW ELL.

4, Portland Placo, Eastbourne,
May 14, 1864. 1

[This lettor has been forwarded to tho Brighton papers.]

T h e o d o re  P a rk er on ce  said, i f  h o  w ere E m p e ro r  o f  F ran ce , 
aftor the battle of Solferino, he would take the Pope gently by the 
scruff of his nock, and say to him with all due revorence :— “  You 
old cuss, you ! long enough have you tormented men and made your 
three million and a quarter subjects hato you j that must cease! 
Kcop your infallibility as long as you like, and mako tho most of that 
nonsense—decree the immaculate conception of the mother of God, 
and his grandmother, and all his aunts, if you like: nay, you may 
excommunicato all the rest of mankind, tho more tho morrior, and 
damn them in the next world i but if you touch the hair of any 
honest man’s hood in this world—nay, if you wickedly scare a Jewish 
baby in his cradle—you havo got mo to settle with, that’s all. Your 
people are to havo you for ruler if they like j if not, nof. Now, pax 
voblscum!”—Proyreuive Aye.

Tho Revue Spiritualise announces tho doooaso of two zealous and 
eminent Spiritualists: James Doming, formerly of New York, and 
M. Mathieu, one of the most ablo and most constant contributors to 
that journal. This severe winter has carried off those brave chain- 
pions of our great cause by tho samo complaint— acute pleurisy—and 
nearly at the same timo.

James Doming was a native of New York, bnt had been resident in 
Paris with his family for some years. Ho was a thoroughly informed 
spiritualist, fully initiated into its mysteries, and in regular commun­
ication with tho loading professors of tho samo truth iu America.' He 
made frequent voyages to tho United States, gleaning up there every, 
thing fresh in spiritual development. He was a medium of a pecu­
liar kind himself. “  We have seen him," says M. 1’ itSrart, “  put to 
sleep awaken, render oxtatio and clairvoyant at his will, the incredu. 
lous, by touching them with certain stones, the origin and nature of 
which lie kopt a profound secret.” — Spiritual Mayatine.
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A N G E L  W H I S P E R S .

Brothers hearken, angels whisper, thro’ the isles of Time— 
Statues— idols made of metal, have no soul sublime, 
l ’hen why worship moulded features—images of clay ?
What avail the forms of Beauty if the soul’s away ?
Art is great, but soul is greater. Body like a shell,
Must in nature’s course docay, hut Spirit needs no knell. 
Brothers hearken, angels whisper; worship of the True,
Born of spirit, gives to spirit, Heaven’s refreshing dew.
As tho magnet draws tlio needle, Spirit, Spirit draws;
There’s no Sin can enter lleavon—Sin submits to laws. 
Goodness drawn to goodness over, with celestial cords,
Pure angelic inspiration to tho soul affords.
All material gods are Pagan—soulless—unsublime, 
l.ike tho stubborn walls of Babel they must bow to Time.

May loth, 18G1. J. II. P o w e l l .

T H E  M E D I U M S .
A  Ar O I I I G I N A L  S P I R I T U A L  T A L E .

IIv J. II. POW ELL.

I t  is a ston ish in g  h ow  sp eed ily  stran gers w arm  in to  friends 
w hen  th ey  h ave certa in  idol ideas in  com m on . T h o  cru st o f  
e tiq u e tte  fa lls  aw ay lik e  hark u n der th e  strok e  o f  th e  axe, and 
instead o f  th e  m em ory  k eep in g  fresh  th o  k n ow led ge , th a t a 
few  sh ort h ou rs  o n ly  h ave form ed  th e  su m -to ta l o f  th o  tim e 
th ey  h ave k n ow n  each  oth er, th e  present sun liko fee lin g  o f  
p leasure w h ich  w arm s th e w h ole  be in g , o ccu p ies  th e  en tire  
m ind , and  leaves n o ro o m  fo r  coldness. I t  was so  w ith  M r. 
H u m p h rey  as h e sat en g a g ed  in earnest con versa tion  w ith  
M r . ,J erem iah F orbes , w h o  rec ip roca ted  h is k in d ly  feelings. I t  
was settled  betw een  th em  th a t tea  sh ou ld  bo served , and im ­
m ed ia te ly  a fter  th e y  sh ou ld  h o ld  a seance. M r . H u m p h re y  
h ad  m u ch  to  ask h is fe llow  m ed iu m , b u t he ca re fu lly  avo id ed  
b e in g  to o  im pulsive. T h e  tea service was p laced  u p on  th e  tab le , 
and th e tw o  sat b a ch elor -lik e  t o  tea  and renew ed th e  con versa ­
tion . T h o  cups h ad  n o t been  filled  m ore th an  tw ice , w hen, to  
M r . H u m p h re y ’ s grea t surprise, a v io len t trem b lin g  to o k  p os ­
session  o f  th e tab le , m a k in g  th e  cu ps and  saucers d an ce  and 
rattle . M r . F orbes sm iled , and requ ested  th e  sp irits  t o  fav or 
h im  b y  a llo w in g  tea  to  be fin ished. T h e  ta b le  lifted  up and 
k n ock ed  th ree  tim es w ith  its leg  on  th e  floor. T h a n k  y ou , 
k in d  sp irits ,”  sa id  M r . F op bes, w h ilst M r . H u m p h re y  e x ­
pressed his p leasure and am azem en t, w ish in g  to  k n ow  i f  h is 
v is ito r  h ad  an y  prev iou s k n ow led g e  o f  w h a t w o u ld  ta k e  
place.

“  N o t  th e  least, m y  dear sir, b u t I  am  so  a ccu stom ed  to  
s im ilar m an ifesta tion s th a t 1 ta k e  little  n o tice  o f  th e m .”

“  H ut have y o u  n o fear, M r . F orb es , w hen  y o u  arc a lone, 
and th e  sp irits  m a n ifest th e ir  presen ce b y  spon tan eou s tilt in g s  
o r  rap p in g s o f  th o  t a b le ? ”

“  N o t  th e  least— n o th in g  lik e  k n o w le d g e  t o  d estroy  fear,—  
w hen  I  d id  n o t believe in th o  rea lity  o f  sp irit-m a n ifesta tion s  
1 ce rta in ly  h ad  som e fear, w h ich  a m ou n ted  to  terror, b u t 
fam ilia rity  w ith  sp irits  has a  s im ilar e ffe ct to  fam ilia r ity  w ith  
m o r ta ls ;”  a n d  as h o spxjko ho lo o k e d  w isd om -w iso  in  th o  eyes 
o f  h is qu erist. M r . H u m p h re y  m ark ed  ev ery  g estu re  and 
w ord  o f  h is pecu liar gu est, an d  doom ed  h im  th o  m arv el o f  th o

T h ere  were several p h ilosop h ica l q u estion s u p p erm ost in  M r. 
H u m p h re y ’ s m in d , b u t  h o d eem ed  it  u nw ise  t o  in trod u ce  
th em , because h o k n ew  th a t  M r . J orom iah  F orbes  cared  lit t le  
a b ou t th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th o  sub jeet.

C h a p t e r  V I I .

T h e  b e ll wa8 ru ng . M a rg a re t  en tered  th o  ro o m  t o  clear 
th e  tab le . J u s t  as sh e  w as ta k in g  a w ay  th e  tea -th in g s  th o  
fa b le  ju m p ed  u p  su d d en ly , as th o u g h  o v e r jo y e d  a t b e in g  re­
lieved . T h e  e ffe ct o f  t in s  cu riou s  p h en om en on  cau sed  th o 
servan t t o  rush  w ith  a shriek  t o  M rs . B ates , m a k in g  a  sm ash 
o f  th e  tea -th in g s . M r . F orb es  and M r. H u m p h rey  ex ch a n g ed

sig n ifican t g lan ces , and  th o u g h t  th e  affair a  g o o d  jok e . S o  
i t  w ou ld  h ave been  i f  n o th in g  fu rth er h ad  h appon ed . M rs. 
B a tes  th o u g h t  th e  g ir l w as d y in g , and h asten ed  in  grea t 
a n x ie ty  t o  h er m aster t o  in form  h im  th a t M a rg a ret had ju s t  
h ad  “  a ’ orrib le  fr it .”

“  G o o d  gra ciou s m e ,”  ex c la im ed  M r. H u m p h rey , “  is she 
v ery  ill  ? ”

“  She be q u ite  beside ’ erscP , and ta lk s  'o rr ib le  nonsense an ’ 
aw fu l w ickedness a b ou t th e  ta b le  ju m p in g  a t ’ c r .”

“  W e  can  exp la in  it all, M rs . B ates, p ray  te ll h er n o t  to  he 
a larm ed, it  is all n atural en ou g h  w hen  it  is u n d erstood .”

M rs . B a tes  lo o k e d  con fu sed , and stared  a t M r . H u m p h rey  
as th o u g h  she th o u g h t  h im  as m u ch  beside h im se lf as 
M a rg a ret.

M r . Jerem iah  F o rb e s  m ark ed  th e p u zz led  m an ner o f  th e 
h ousekeeper, an d  cam e to  her relief, b y  te llin g  her n o t  to  be 
a t all p u t  ou t , th o  ta b le  h ad  m ov ed , b u t it  was a ll th rou g h  
th o  im p atien ce  o f  th e  sp irits  to  com m u n ica te .

“  Sp irits  ! ”  shrieked  M rs . B a tes , her cap -fr ills  s ta n d in g  
agh ast, “  y o u  never can  be so  w ick ed  and  ’ orrib le  to  ta lk  so 
m u ch  lik e  a w itch , s ir .”

M r . F o rb e s  an d  M r . H u m p h re y  la u g h ed  a loud , a n d  w ith ­
o u t th e  least desire  o n  th e ir  p art th o  ta b lo  t o o k  u p  th o  ch oru s, 
ca u sin g  M rs . B a tes  t o  run  fr ig h ten ed  from  th o  room , assortin g  
th a t  th e  d ev il w as le t  loose , and h ad  m ad e H u m p h re y  V illa  
th e  first p la ce  o f  resort. M a rg a re t recovered  h or “  fr it ,”  and 
h ad  t o  con so lo  M rs . B ates , w h o  w as n early  as m u ch  affected 
w ith  fr ig h t  as sho h ad  been .

“  M r . F o r b e s ,”  said M r . H u m p h rey , “  seriou sly  th is  is n o  
jo k in g  m a tter, m y  servants w ill bo terrified  so m u ch  th a t  th ey  
w ill d esert m e, besides, I  am  a fraid  i t  w ill sh ock  th e ir  n ervou s 
sy stem s .”

“  I t  is a lw ays th o  case w ith  ig n ora n t p eop le , esp ecia lly  
w om en , in  th e  first d aw n in gs o f  th ese m a n ife s ta tio n s ; th e y  
g ro w  terrified  b y  com p a ct, an d  fear w h a t th e y  d o  n o t  sec, 
m ore th a n  w h a t th e y  a ctu a lly  d o  see .”

“  B u t  th is  is n o t  th e  case w ith  M a rg a re t a n d  M rs . B ates , 
y o u  w ill a d m it ; th e y  b o th  saw th o  ta b le  ju m p  a b ou t, and 
w h a t is m ore  n atural th a n  fo r  th em , ed u ca ted  as th e y  have 
been , in  th e  com m on  th e o lo g ic a l errors, and p ossess in g  org a n ic  
p red isp osition s t o  n ervousn ess, t o  feel te r r ified .”

“  Y ou  d o  n o t  qu ito  u n derstan d  m e, M r . H u m p h re y , I have 
h a d  so m a n y  ev id en ces  o f  th o  w a y  in  w h ich  person s o f  b o th  
sexes ta k e  th ose  m atters  a t first, th a t  I  lo ok  u p on  i t  as a 
necessary ev il th a t  p eop le  sh ou ld  fa in t, and  sh ou t ‘ d ev il, ’ 
an d  all th e  o th e r  so rt o f  th in g .”

“  B u t is it  n o t  a g roa t d raw b a ck  t o  th e  p rop er  an d  fu ll d e ­
v e lop m en t o f  th o  m an ifesta tion s, M 'r. F orbes , th a t  p eop le  
g en era lly  w ill n o t  s it  and  w itn ess  th e  p h en om en a  w ith ou t 
g o in g  in to  pa rox y sm s o f  fear ?  ”

“  Y es, m o s t  certa in ly  ; h u t y o u  k n ow , M r . H u m p h re y , th a t 
i f  y o u  w a n t a d ecay ed  to o th  ex tra cted , o r  a le g  am p u ta ted , 
y o u  m u st e ith er  b ecom e  eom atized , o r  feel pain . B u t w h a t is 
th e  presen t pain  in  com p a rison  to  th e  fu tu re  r e l ie f?  W e  
m u st bear w ith  su fferin g  to  ga in  even  th e  s tren g th  o f  
en d u ran ce .”

“  I t  is v ery , v ery  true, and th a t is w h y  1 feel it  m y  d u ty  t o  
press on  w ith  in v estig a tion s  in to  sp iritu al m a t te r s ; or, I  c o n ­
fess, I  sh ou ld  suffer rem orse at e x c it in g  th e  fears o f  n ervou s 
b e in g s  lik e  M a rg a re t and  M rs . B a tes .”

A t  th a t  in sta n t M m . B a tes  re -en tered  to  say th a t  M a rg a re t 
w as n ow  m u ch  m ore com p osed . “  A n d  h ow  d o  y o u  y o u rse lf  
feel, M rs. B a tes  ?  ”  in qu ired  h er m aster. T h e  w om a n  ca st a 
rap id  g la n ce  a t th e  tab le , as th o u g h  fear in g  it w ou ld  again  
m ov e  b efore  she h ad  tim e  t o  speak. “  W ell, sir, seein g  as 
’ o w  I  am  o f  s tro n g  n erves , I  m u st say th a t  th e  ’ orr ib le  m an ­
ner in  w h ich  th e  ta b le  m o v e d  o f  it s e lf  sh ock ed  m e m u ch , and 
as fo r  M a rg a re t , p o o r  g a l, I  rea lly  th in k , i f  1 ’ a d n ’ t  a c o m ­
fo rted  ’ er, she ’u d  a d ie d .”

“  T e ll  her, from  m e, th a t  n o th in g  can  h arm  h er, M rs . B ates , 
a n d  say sho m u st h ave less lca r— th ere  is n o th in g  like  to u g h ­
ness o f  h ead  an d  h eart t o  ca rry  on e th ro u g h  th e  \yorld,”  and 
M r . H u m p h re y , sm iled  so g ood -n a tu re d ly  th a t  M rs . B a tes  
co u ld  n o t  b u t  th in k  th a t , a fter all, M a rg a re t h ad  n o  business 
t o  b o  so  s illy  as t o  a llow  h er n erves to  operate , especia lly  since 
she h erse lf  b e liev ed  th em  n o t  t o  be so  s tro n g  as h er ow n .

I I o w  M rs . B a tes  co u ld  en terta in  su ch  an idea  is a  fa ct for  
s tu d y . Sh e a rrived  a t it  b y  a process  o f  in d u ctio n  very  
d ifficu lt t o  com p reh en d , b u t  s in ce  i t  is n o t  g iv en  u n to  us 
m o r ta l au th ors  t o  h ave a c la irv oy a n te  p e rcep t ion  in to  every  
recess o f  th o  h u m an  heart, w e m u st re la te  o n ly  th a t  w h ich  
w e p erce ive , a cco rd in g  t o  ou r  senses, an d  draw  d ed u ction s  
th ere from . M rs . B ates was on  th e  p o in t  o f ’’d isa g ree in g  w ith
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M r . H u m p h rey , w h en  he desired, her to  tell M a rg a re t t o  h ave 
less fear, as th o u g h  on e ’ s n erves w ere like  h ell-w ires, u nder 
o n e ’ s con tro l, b u t w h en  she ca u g h t s ig h t o f  th e  k in d  sm ile 
w h ich  a ccom p a n ied  th e  request, som eh ow  o r  o th er she co u ld  
n o t  d o  o th er  th an  feel th a t M a rg a ret o u g h t  to  trea t her 
nerves in  v ery  m u ch  th e  sam e w a y  as be ll-w ires are treated  
b y  person s w h o  are delicate  in  th e ir  m an n er o f  p u llin g  th em , 
th a t is, m u illin g  th em  w hen  con ven ien t. M rs . B a tes  w as a 
queer sort o f  b e in g , b u t she was, nevertheless, a g o o d  o ld  soul, 
a n d  an especia l fav orite  w ith  M r . H u m p h rey , a n d  his 
lit t le  g ir ls  w hen  th e y  w ere a t h om e. T h e  tru th  is, she had 
been  so  lo n g  a t H u m p h re y  V illa , th a t she m ig h t b e  con sid ered  
p a rt and parcel o f  th e  b u ild in g , and  a v e ry  com forta b le  n eces­
sa ry  p art an d  parcel she w as. M r . H u m p h re y  w ou ld  as soon  
h av e  th o u g h t  o f  p a rtin g  w ith  his h ou se as w ith  M rs . B ates, 
a n d  she, on  h er part, w o u ld  h ave m ade an y  sacrifice soon er 
than lose  h er  r ig h t  t o  reg u la te  th e  h ou seh o ld  affairs o f  H u m ­
p h rey  V illa , a n d  h er in fluence ov er  th e  hearts o f  th e  dear little  
g ir ls  and  th e ir  ex ce llen t father.

M rs . B a tes  w as a  co u n try  w om an , little  g ifte d  w ith  fine 
m anners, b ook -lore , a n d  a ll th a t k in d  o f  th in g , b u t  she w as a 
v e r y  sh rew d  a n d  clever w om an  w ith a l. Sh e had an  ex ce llen t 
ch a ra cter lo r  h er sk ill in  cu r in g  peop le  w h o  w ere su b jected  to  
rh eum atism , g o u t , an d  o th e r  a ilm ents, and  was even  b e tte r  
th an  a  d o c to r  in  th e  h ouse, because she e ffe cted  cures, and  
b ro u g h t n o  lo n g  b ills  b y  w a y  o f  dessert. W h e r e  a n d  h o w  she 
ob ta in ed  h er k n ow led g e  rem ains a m y stery , b u t  she ce rta in ly  
possessed  th e  h ea lin g  p ow er  to  a  rem arkable degree. P eop le  
w h o  k n ew  m ore  o f  tech n ica lities  th an  herself, said th a t  she 
w as a in ag n etist o r  m esm erist. F o r  a  lo n g  tim e she was 
ig n o ra n t o f  th ese term s, y e t  she certa in ly  ga ve  th e  usual 
“  passes,”  an d  “  ch arm ed  ”  aw ay m a n y  a  headache an d  rh eu ­
m a tic  pain . M r . H u m p h re y  had o ften  been  surprised  and 
gra tified  a t th e  success o f  M rs . B a tes ’ “  passes ”  u p on  his 
ow n  fam ily  in  tim es o f  sickness, and h ad  been  tem p te d  to  
seek a m on g st b o o k s  fo r  a so lu tion  o f  th o  m y stery  o f  her 
h ea lin g  pow ers. T h is  h ad  b r o u g h t  h is m in d  in  th o  w a y  o f  
m esm erism , and  from  w h a t h e d iscov ered  h o w as im p elled  to  
b e lieve  th a t  M rs . B ates w as, in  rea lity , w ith o u t her ow n  
k n ow led g e , a  d iscip le  o f  M esm er. H e  h ad  o ften  ta lked  to  
her, a n d  exp la ined  to  her th e  various th eories  o f  th e  cause o f  
m a g n etic  operation s. T h e  h ousekeeper a lw ays listen ed  w ith  
resp ect, an d  fa iled  n o t  t o  p ro fit  from  w h a t she heard. I t  
o ccu rred  t o  M r . H u m p h re y  th a t i f  h e  co u ld  in du ce  M rs. 
B a tes  t o  s it  w ith  th em  at th e  tab le  som eth in g  m arvellous 
m ig h t  ta k e  p lace, b u t  in  ord er  to  d o  so  it  was necessary to  
s tim u la te  h er m in d  w ith  su ch  lo g ic  as w ou ld  prev on t her g o ­
in g  o f f  in to  h y sterics  o r  s o m eth in g  w orse. 1 1 w as a v ery  
d e lica te  p o in t  t o  tou ch  u p on , b u t  it seem ed t o  M r . H u m p h re y  
t o  be necessary.

“  W e ll , M rs . B a te s ,"  began  M r. H u m p h re y , “ suppose y o u  
s it  w ith  us a t th o  tab le  th is  ev en in g .”

W h a t, m e ! at th a t ’ orrib le  tab le  ?  M r . H u m p h rey , it  
w ou ld  b e  t o o  m u ch  fo r  m y  n erves.”

“  N o n se n s e ; y o u  h ave n o  m ore fear th an  w e h av e .”
M rs. B a tes  lo o k e d  v ery  t im id ly  a t th o  ta b le  w ith  on e  eye, 

a n d  v ery  a p p ea lin g ly  in  her m aster ’s face w ith  th e  oth er.
“  C om e, c o m e ! d o n ’ t  lo ok  so  aw ry  a t a lu m p o f  m a h og a n y ,”  

lau g h ed  M r. H u m p h rey , “  y o u  say  y o u r  n erves are s tr o n g .”
“  S o  th e y  be , b u t  it  is so ’ orrib le  to  ’ ave d ea lin gs w ith  th o 

d ev il, s ir .”
M r. F orbes  an d  M r . H u m p h re y  la u g h ed  o u tr ig h t, and wero 

severa l secon d s b efore  th e y  co u ld  p a y  an y  fu rth er a tten tion  
t o  th o  o b je ct ion s  o f  th e  h ousekeeper. Sh e, p oor  w om an , 
lo ok ed  v e r y  crest-fa llen , and  h er ca p -fr ills  rose in d ig n a n tly . 
B u t  it  w as n o  use lie in g  n ice at cerem on ies  in m atters  w hore 
o n e ’s dearest princip les wero a t stake.

“  W e ll , w ell, M rs . B ates , h ow  h ave y ou  m ade th e  d iscov ery  
th a t  th e  d ev il is a t  th o  b o tto m  o f  ta b ie -tilt in g s  ?  ’ ’

“  I t  is t o o  pla in , sir, to  n eed an exp lan ation . D id  I  n o t  
see th e  ta b le  m ov e  up in  th a t  'o rr ib le  m anner w ith  m y  ow n  
eyes ?  ”  and th e  h ou sek eep er tossed  up h er head a n d  ad ju sted  
h er cap -fr ills , w h ich  had g o t  d isarran ged , fo r  she ca u g h t a 
sudden  g la n ce  o f  h erse lf in  th e  look in g -g la ss .

“  O f  cou rse , y o u  saw th e  ta b le  rise w ith  y o u r  ow n  eyes ; 
w h ose  e lse ’s eyes  co u ld  y o u  see w ith , m y  g o o d  w o m a n ? ”  in ­
te rrog a ted  M r. F orbes, w h o  v ery  m u ch  e n jo y e d  th e  fun.

“  A n d  h ow  d oes th a t fa c t  p rove  th a t  th e  D e v il w as th e  
a g en t th a t m ov ed  th e  table, a n y  m ore th an  it  w as th o  angel 
O a b ric l th a t  d id  it  ?  ”  in qu ired  M r. H u m p h rey .

N o w , p o o r  illitera te  M rs . B a tes  was n o t  to  be e x p ected  to  
en ter  th e lists  o f  d isp u ta tion  w ith  tw o  scholars, Sh e th o u g h t

it  ’ orrib le  fo r  th em  t o  ex p ect such  a t h in g ; n evertheless, sho 
ven tu red .

“  I t  does ’ n t  n eed  a n y  on e t o  rise from  th o  grave  to  fr it  us, 
and  te ll us th a t tab les  ca n ’t  ju m p  and  tu m b le  a b ou t o f  th em ­
selves.”

“  T h a t is qu ite  true, M rs . B ates , b u t  h ow  d oes th e  fa c t  
th a t  th e ta b le  d id  ju m p  a b ou t prov e  th a t th e  D e v il d id  it  ?  ”  
asked  M r. H u m p h rey ,

A irs. B ates  lo o k e d  v ery  com ica l, and  h er ca p -fr ills  g o t  ou t 
o f  decorum  again . “  I t  m u st h o w ick ed  and  ’ orrib le , M r . 
H u m p h rey , fo r  ’ eavy  b its  o f  w ood  t o  m ov e , all as i f  th e y  was 
a live .”

“  S o  it  m ay seem , M rs . B a tes , b u t sup pose th a t  th o  m ere 
m ov em en ts  o f  h its o f  w ood  in d ica te  in te llig en ce  and con v e y  
ideas from  th o w orld  o f  spirits, w e  m u st a ccep t th e  ideas as 
m ore  im p orta n t th an  th e  m o tio n s  th a t  in d ica te  th em .

(T o  he continued.)
*#* Tho right of reproduction is reserved.
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Tnn TiiUTirsKEKEit for May. (.‘id.) London: W iiitfiemi, 
Strand.

T h is  is an adm irab le  n u m ber , co n ta in in g  som e w e ll-w ritten  
articles. I t  is ed ited  b y  th e  lie v . J o h n  P a g e  H o p p s . A m o n g  
o th er  papers is one on  S p iritu a lism , w h ich  is w ritten  w ith  
clearness and force . W o  are g la d  to  p erce ive  th o  grad ual 
ch a n g e  w h ich  is co m in g  ov er  th e  sp irit o f  tiro Press in  tin s  
cou n try . T h e  con tin u a l in llu x  o f  sp iritu al tru th  is d o in g  
its  w ork , th anks to  th e  hand o f  earnest w riters  lik e  W illia m  
H o w it t , M rs. l ) c  M o rg a n , T h om a s  B rev io r , and oth ers. The 
Truthseeker is a va lu able  au x ilia ry  to  re fo rm — it g oes  in  th e 
advan ced  ranks o f  U n itarian ism , and must h ave in fluence for 
g o o d .

“ Tho Bible—tho Old Toslamont especially, is all intensely spiritual j 
full indeed of testimonies to tho reality of spiritual influimco in tho 
affairs of man. Wo can understand men rojocting both these and 
those—tho anciont and tho modern—but wo can see neither the logic 
nor tiro consistency of those who believe in tho Old Testament appear­
ances, and only sneer at modern ones as improbablo and absurd. Wo 
suspoet that there is a great deal of truth in this slirowd observation 
of a leading »Spiritualist : ‘ »Science and philosophy have grown too 
materialistic to admit any spiritual agencies outside of saereil history, 
and have accepted tho liiblo only out of courtesy or policy.’ ”

C eAÍUVOVANC E: 11, veil EMC AM) M eMCAE; 1)V .Iacoh D ix o x ,
L .b .A .L .  (S e co n d  e d it io n ). ( I s . )  L o n d o n :  .Jon (Ja u d - 
w e El», Ü35, S tran d , W .C ,

T h e  m y steries  o f  m ag n etism  in its  h ig h er  d ev e lop m en ts  o f  
c la irv oy a n ce  an d  eestaey liavo form ed  th e  su b jects  o f  num bers 
o f th e  a d va n ced  in te lle cts  o f  h’ urope. S om e p r o fou n d  w orks 
h ave appeared , heralded to  th o  w orld  b y  nam es sacred  to  th o 
stu d en t o l  scien ce, and m ore  especia lly  so t o  th ose  w h o com p re ­
h en d  th e  fa in test g lim pses o f  Sp iritu a lism . T h is  little  h ook  
is n o t  o n ly  useful, hut it  is h ig h ly  in terestin g . W e  to o k  it  
u p , in ten d in g  to  read a p o r tion  o f  it  o n ly , and return  t o  its  
p a ges  a t som e Juturo tim e, h u t w o w ero so fascinated  w ith  its  
in te res tin g  d eta ils  th a t  w e fin ished  it  a t a  s itt in g . M r . D ix o n  
w rites  in  a v iv id , defin ite  s ty le . T h ere  is  l it t le  m y stifica tion  
and  m u ch  c o g e n t  p h ilosop h y . P erh ap s th o  num erous illu s­
tra tion s  o f  th e  p ractica l k in d  w h ich  ho describes aro th o  m o s t  
t reasum ido p ortion s  o f  th o  h ook . W o  h avo o n ly  praise to  
o ile r— -th e lit t le  w ork  has »all th o  ch aracteristics  requ isite  fo r  
th o  p op u la r  m in d . P ra c tica l an d  sim ple, i t  is o f  all h ook s  o f  
its  ch a ra cter th e  on e w e can  m o s t  h eartily  recom m en d . W h e n  
w ill th o  m ed ica l w orld  tu rn  from  th o  error o f  th e ir  w ays, and 
lo o k  a lte r  th is  w on d rou s  cla irv oy a n to  p o w e r ?  A p p lie d  t o  
H y g ie n e , M r . D ix o n  has shew n its  m arvellou s value. T h is  
treatise  sh ou ld  reach  th o  hands o f  all w h o  w ou ld  ■ u n ­
derstand  h ow  t o  ob ta in  d iag n oses  o f  disease. C la irv oy a n ce  is 
d estin ed  t o  advan eo  m ed ica l scien ce, and t o  con fer  an  in esti­
m ab le  b oon  u p on  m an k ind . T h o  fo llo w in g  is a  fa ir sam ple o f  
th e  w o r k :—

“  Clairvoyantos who perceive not only remoto objects on tho natural 
plane, and their states, but also beings and objects, on tho spiritual 
plane, may lie expected to he nlleeted by the moral statos of persons, and 
id«) by the essential qualities of naturally-formed things. Every object 
of tho external world—us ancient philosophers taught—whether earth 
or metal, vegetable or animal, including the human, has its monndial or 
soul-substance perceptible to a correspondent faculty of tho human 
being, when in the state under view.

“ These monadinl or soul-substances—otherwise called by various 
authors, vital, sympatliial, aural, aroma], essential—have magnetic, or 
polar, relations with every other, constituting tho bases of sympathy
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or antipathy, Clairvoyantes perceive the vapours, rays, or lines of some 
concordantly intersecting or blending with each other, while they perceive 
others, on the contrary, correspondingly repelling. They perceive, 
further, that each organ of the body has its proper magnetism, and that 
in the infinitude of natural things aro those which have a magnetism in 
correspondence with the magnetism of one or other organ.

“  Human magnetism blends with that of water, producing a resultant 
of definite activity. Its blending with that of simple drugs explains 
the activity of the preparations used in homoeopathy, inert except where 
there is polar reactivity to their action.

“  The human being—the ultimate of Nature, the microcosm, the uni­
verse in small—has, wo learn, combined in him the elements of the 
microcosm—the universe ; all monndinl qualities and forces, all loves 
and wills—chemical, vegetable, animal—are in him epitomised : he has 
thus, in his physical organism, rapport or relation with every being and 
object in visible nature ; and, in the constitution of his soul—with the 
beings and objects of the invisible world, even, as we are also divinely 
assured, unto the Father and Author of All.”

L I N E S

On the death or “  passing away ”  of her dear child Eva Charlotte, 
aged 5 years, March, 1864.

BY FRANCES HARRIS.

I  see her as in life’s gay hours,—her merry laugh and childish glee— 
The fairest of all earthly flowers, she was and is to mo ;

I mourn her, and the while I weep,— my spirit-child I fe e l  her near, 
llor  sweet breath fanning on my cheek, her soft voice wliisp’ ring in 

my ear.

“  I pray thee, mother, do not fret,” —and thus she ever seems to say,
“  We’ll meet and love each other yet,—chase, chaso your fruitless 

tears away.”
And so I  feel, ns though a chain, a spirit-chain I  cannot see,

Extending from tho heart and brain, wore link'd ’ twixt her and me.

She is not dead! my Eva sweet! she lives in realms of love,
And down this spirit-chain descends, to bid mo look above.

And though 1 know mi/ little worth, compared to such ns iter,
The love sho gave so free on earth, sho’ll not deny me there.

Watch o’er me, then, my Eva, if 'chance thy spirit’s near,
Whene’er in faith I falter, still whisper in mine oar,—

And draw tho chain still tighter, lest my thoughts should go astray, 
’Twill make the burden lighter, when from earth I pass away.

Cured l i Y  the Spirits.— M r. A s lily  C lark , of E lb r id g e , 
N. Y., writes us that lie was sick, very sick, even unto death. And not­
withstanding the importunities of Ills wife and family to call in a doctor, 
he persistently refused. When to all appearance ho was near his death, 
he was suddenly made to rise up, take a pen und paper, ami write : 
“  You are surrounded by invisible beings that shall make you well again.”  
At this moment his pain left him; he fell into a gentle perspiration, 
and respired easy and natural, and was fully restored to health, save 
the want of strength. And “  gratitude, gratitude, gratitude 1”  fell from 
his lips. Many in tho neighbourhood had recently died of the same or 
similar disease.—Banner o f  Light.

Cure b y  Laying ox op H a n d s .—One of our subscribers, 
II. G. Estoll, writing from Helvidere, Illinois, says “  I know of one of 
the greatest spirit cures by the laying on of hands, done in this town in 
the fall and early part of the winter of 1863, that I ever heard of. The 
case was this: tho subject was a man between fifty and sixty years of 
age who drank to excess, ate opium almost by the wholesale, had tho 
dropsy on the heart, had dysepsia for more than thirty years, and bron­
chitis, and was cured in two months. Tho medium was a female.— 
Banner o f  Light.

Spirit upon Spirit.
PART TH E SIXTH .

Tho conference of March of tho 5th hero oontinued:— 
I read as follows from Judge Edmonds.

“  You said children do not grow in size in tho spirit land faster 
than on earth. I  have heard read a communication from tho spirit 
world which says they do. Which is right, and why this discrepancy P”  
It wus answered:—

I  toach you in accordance with God’s laws, both on earth and in tho 
spirit world ■, therefore, when I  have said any tiling seemingly in. 
compatible with the operation of those laws, and which to your mind, 
docs not correspond with what you know of tho effect of laws which aro 
w  apparent contradiction, then you have good right to question tho cor- 
rectness of my teaching; but I have taught you that God has instituted 
laws, predicated upon principles coeval with himself, and therefore he

cannot depart from them. Now, spirits pnscssos organism! ion, and is sub- 
jeet to the laws of that organization as well ns you on earth are subject to 
the laws of materiality. The cifeots of the laws operating on our or­
ganization is almost precisely the same as the laws operating on yours. 
We are divested, it is true, of tho grosser particles of your nature, 
and wo are spared all the evils which that organization induces, yet 
we do not live here by any special administration of the power of God, 
neither is tho spirit world conducted by miracle. W o net and live, 
we work, we toil, we develop just as you do on earth, only the internal, 
which is tho essence of tho everlasting principle of God himself (as it 
emanated from Ilim), expands in a greater ratio Ilian the body. Take 
no statements, therefore, that aro not based on laws satisfactory to 
your judgment, and depend upon it, that when any revelation is made 
having the garment of marvellousness wrnppod about it, that either 
it is a compound of the medium’s imagination, or it emanates from 
some spirit whose veracity is to be doubted. I therefore say there is 
no discrepancy to your mind, neither has there been. You have 
asked this question to reconcile a discrepancy of statement, but the 
fact, nevertheless, was ns apparent- to your mind as the solution of any 
other question based on the laws which govern the whole of God’s 
universe, of which we claim to bo a part.

Tho question concerning tho sex of a child about to bo born, and 
tho laws predetermining it, was brought up and answered, whereupon 
the spirit commenting upon Judge Edmonds’s work, and the assertions 
of his spirit friends, obsorved :—

If. There are mysteries that no spirit can answer. The Creator 
alone directs those things, and from the way in which tho multiplica­
tion of all beings is continued, tho wisdom of it may be perceived; 
neither could man nor even ungel command the sex of a child or other 
animal.

The perusal of Judgo Edmonds’s work was resumed :—
Section Nine, Salurdag, April 23rd, 1853.

After some preliminary remarks the spirit Bacon wrote ns follows :—
In your daily connection with the world there is much to annoy, to 

perplox, to w orry; but to the man who sincerely looks beyond tho 
boundaries of time, and earnestly desires for wisdom, there is much, 
very much to be learned, oven from things which can not bo seen. 
Timo in its passngo makes its impress on both man and matter. Learn, 
thero is no thought, no action of mind with mind, hut makes ils im­
press too on tho remotest bounds of eternity. Now mark this ex­
pression, and weigh it well. View the groat scope of this boundless 
influence. Thoro is no act cither, with the full consent of your mind, 
but has no direct influence on spirit for good or evil. How intimnte, 
therefore, tho connection, how boundless tho power, that from your 
mind controls even spirit action in this world !

Judgo E. asked whether by “  this world”  ho meant his world or 
ours, and he answered his.

It is so for over. God’s spirit is in overtiring. It pervades 
everything, and fills with tho evidences of his power every part of His 
creation. Our affinities for good or evil, moot with their likes or dis­
likes here, and compel, if indood good, tho submission of earthly 
spirits to tho grand, tho noble influence of that principle which is the 
characteristic of our heavenly Father. * * * In tho ideas which T
havo just writton, I-mean to ho understood to say that evil thoughts, 
opposod as they aro to tho great principle as the foundation on which 
tho wholo universo was constructed, that is, Goodness or Truth, seek 
out from every part of creation a correspondence. It cannot mingle 
with it, bnt finds elements of its own to which it assimilates, and a con­
genial mixture to which it corresponds ; but tho good, tho true, the 
beautiful—and they are all aliko— find their constituents in that which 
is of God himself.

Hero tho spirit suddonly interrupted tho reading, rapidly writing— 
11. G ood !

It is this which, when spirits are undovolopod, roaming through tho 
boundaries near to earth, and finding no abiding place, gleaning from 
no connection tho least moioty of happiness, it is this principle of good, 
this germ of truth, which is breathed on thorn as it were by tho spirit 
of God, and impels them to seek for happiness in progression through 
tho liighor spheres. They say, who ore opposed to these revelations, 
we teach doctrines contrary to tho Bible.

They believe in a lioll, in a place of punishment, where spirits are 
tortured either by otlior spirits more evil, or by their own thoughts ; 
but even wore this so (I know I teach no doctrines untrue, no doctrine 
which tho Great Spirit himsolf would not justify) eau you imagino a 
portion o f that germ, pure and self existent, could bo confined in a 
place whore thoro is no hope, where tho spirit could not progress ? 
No j ovon were this so, were even tho hell existing, ns it is said, no 
spirit could remain there j for tho impelling force of that power which 
is of God would send it self-seeking tlio universo through, to seek that 
food for which its nature so much cares. Confine it as you may, bind it 
with bonds of error and evil, and tho spirit will burst all shacklos, and 
rise in tho power of its inherent might, and soek tho soureo from which 
it sprang. To this soureo do we all tend ; some in ono position, some 
in another, but all arriving at last at that point at which Ilis nature 
can bo most developed.

B a c o n .

B. This is very good. No ono can reasonably coneoivo that tho 
great Creator would allow man to endure eternal punishment; even 
on earth thoro is no ono so completely lost as not to «how some spark 
of tho Divine Spirit, however it may bo envoloped and disturbed by 
evil passions.
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1 What do you moan by the remark, “  (lio feelings and affections 
of our friends govern our action here ; and according to the condition
o f  your feelings, bo can wo respond

Why, if your feelings aro adverao to ours, if they are mixed with 
doubts, if  they aro not elevated by tho desire of arriving at truth, it 
tliero is anything but the truo motive to receive from us the facts and 
developments of tho spirit world, they repel your friends, and draw 
around you a class of spirits whoso manifestations correspond with 
the nnwortliy characteristics of thought and purpose governing your 
own minds. _

2. You say, “  the spirit will not sleep If tho body does- l ' 008 
the spirit never sleep ?

Certainly it docs; but I 
communication. . ,

3. You say, “  there is no thought, no action of mind wxth  ̂mind,
but makes its impress on the remotestbounds of ? ^  in

reforred to tho subject of that night s

course, refers to tho futuro ? the future of us, 
either case, how is this ?

This will occupy too long now to explain in ^ ta 'h  u

act?partaking of that nature, has its relative etiect on spud evuy- 
where as emanating from Cod.

4. You say, “  there is no act with tho full consent of our m im , 
but has its influence on spirit for good or evil.

Suffice it that

Wliat spirits do you
mean, that of the actor or others? , . .

Tho fato of a spirit is within its own control, but tho influ.
en ceo f' good is* aiT general and specific in our world as m 
if some mind developes a good thought m your country, do not the 
minds of individuals receivo and profit by it in Europe ? hpin s in 
affinity with you likewise receivo tho good you generate or ™ 0
good generated through you, arnUhey, responding, circulate it throuDli

Now

So with ovil.

Whereupon the spirit wrote:

L i f t e r '  a few more remarks ofan  ' ^ “ ito-

“ e tto T o  ^ a  g w ' ^ t m i i t y .  to

i i ^ d W d t r / n ^ i i m d i ;  X ° t o  the length of the article.
K. It. H. M.

May 8th, HG4. (To be continued.)

<2X ffmsgjffH&ittii ■

not tho absurdity of tho doctrine lie on tho very surface? To thoso 
who aro really thus deluded I  would say, aro you so pure in heart and 
mind as to bo constantly in connection with high and holy spirits ? 
As in naturo life associates with life, aro you puro enough in all your 
aspirations mid thoughts to ho of a kindred naturo with Clod’s elect ?

Somo may objoct that the physician comes not for tho whole, hut 
for the sick, and this applies to our question in a certain degree ; 
though tho Apostles may liavo great and loving missions to fill, can it 
be that they aro over ready and willing to arrange the pros’ and cons’ 
of ordinary life ? This, any who lmvo seriously thought on tho subject 
will not readily admit.

This extremo is in its way almost as dangerous ns tho other which 
denies any spirit intercourse, and oven does tlio cause moro injury, for 
it excites much derision without arousing curiosity. The thus over- 
credulous will be looked upon by sceptics as monomaniacs, into whoso 
theories it would bo only time wasted to enquire.

St. Paul says, try tho spirits, and the difficulty can bo obviated by 
asking in tho naino of tho Saviour wliothor tho spirit bo truthful. Let 
us not because we receive an elevating mossngo from Summer land, 
purporting to bo from a Saint or Apostlo, bclievo it implicitly to be so 
until we havo tested and proved its author. Tho disciples and apostle» 
must be too pure and holy to revisit earth unless there be some mission 
appertaining to greater interests than thoso of daily life.

T. F.

iW
[IE

i do not hold ourselves responsible fo r  the opinions o f  correspondents.-] 
, must lea our correspondents to spare us the necessity o f  either 
mrtailina their communications or omitting them altogeilur. 
TheZ Z n  a tendeneg to prolixity rather than conciseness in 

R e n a m e s  ice J ed  J  instance.

o mill inf/ 
tfher tl
Whilst ice are anxious to 

Tncoira^e debate and feet desirous i f  givingeach contributoranop-^
» o r iu m L w e c a n n o t c e n t in u e t .^
l J t o  incongruous lengths. I f  our cor res _
for themselves they must see that the admission oj laying  « -■ -.. 
'Jcessarilv keeps out o f  the paper other perhaps more interesting 
matter Correspondence should be written in a plain, bold hand on 
one side only o f  the paper, leaving a clear margin. Such a plan 
would save Is much unpleasant labour, and serve the purpose o f  the 
writers equally as well as the ordinary plan o f  crowding the pages 
so much as to require a magnifying glass and the

- ' I f  our friends will concentrate their ideas
..r. i t .....A/i/A "P.tHtnn*to decipher ihe u.itj f lt reasonable compass, both Editorand keep them 

and reader will have thanks to offer. - E d . ]

Sib,-

Extremes.
To the EDITOR o f  the S P IR IT U A L  TIMES.

-A  truth which cannot bo too deeply impressed i upon Jho
minds of all is, that all extremes are dangerous. J ho position of man 
” , this respect is, however, very difficult ; it may lie aptly illustrated 
as that of a man walking on a high and narrow wall ; on either 81 d“ 
is a vawning abyss into which how easy would it not bo to fall, but 
ho must carefully choose his steps, and fixing lus eye upon the goal ol 
his journey, must walk unfalteringly. Even so must we in all things
seek truth without prejudice.

Among Spiritualists, as among every other class, there are those 
who fall into oxtremes. They maybe and doubtless are zealous ill 
tho cause firm and truo os far as they go, but they injuro the very 
liant which they wish to nurture. We must remember that we do 
not eniov tlio privilege of spirit intercourse in order that all our 
aetions may be guided by those out of the llesli ; in that ease we 
should have no need of judgment or direction, and in a great measure 
would cease to be responsible for our actions. Tlmt this was never 
intended must appear to »11, and those among us who persist, m trivial 
enquiries will assuredly draw around them inferior spirits, who 
abusing tho excessive credulity they see, will call themselves by falso 
names, and in a thousand ways deceive the deluded.

Wlum a sceptic hears that tho spirit o f some saint is consulted 
hourly and over ready to answer as to tho management of household 
atfairsVhe is content to judge all Spiritualism by this, and say, does

Right or Wrong.
To the EDITOR o f  the S P IR IT U A L  TIMES.

Sin,—I regard your correspondent Mr. T. I1. Bnrkas ns a shrewd 
and clever limn, but my experience of Spiritualism does not lead mo to 
what appears to bo his conclusions. Ho says “ that we have no satis­
factory evidenco that the porsons who propose to communicate are tlio 
persons who are communicating.”

I imagine satisfactory proofs have much to do with tho order or 
stato of minds receiving them. Somo persons seem to be so constituted 
that no kind of evidence will enable them to bclievo that spirits do 
communicate.

None can consistently bo in a position to determine for others what 
constitutes satisfactory evidence.

In the ancient scriptural times tho spiritual beings communicating 
aro called angels, yet this, as a designation, is not a proof that they 
wore not spirits of tho departed ones. In tho case (ns wo will suppose) 
of Adam communicating with tho prophet Jeremiah, which is to snv 
that by that timo Adam had not progressed in tho spheres to become 
an angel, either of tho spiritual or celestial hoavciiB. Man comes into 
tho world a little lower than the angels, perhaps hereafter to become 
an angel.

Some progressed spirits in their communications are stated to have 
said that the conditions of spirits dwelling nearer to the earth capaci­
tate them for lifting tables, anil for better executing physical manifes­
tations than tho higher spirits. Possibly tho angel that is said to have 
loosened the chains from Peter, enabling him to escape from prison, 
was one of these employed by bright» ones In his company. So of tlio 
angel said to have removed the stono from tho Sepulchre—the account, 
given by tho woman (as we read in Mark) is that, on “ entering into 
the Sepulchre, they saw a young limn sitting on the right side, clothed 
in a long white garment.”

A strong proof that in nneiont times, spirits o f the departed pom. 
mindenting were rognrdod and called angels, is furnished in tho history 
of St. John.

In tho last chapter of Revelations, verso 0, it is written, “  and the 
Lord Clod of tho holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servant s 
the things which must shortly como to pass” — important communica­
tion. In vorso 8, St. John is described as falling down to worship 
boforo tho feast of tho angel, and in tho following verso 1m is forbidden 
this, the angel calling himself one of his brethren the prophets.

I f  it is a law of existence that the spirits of the departed, either 
cannot or should not communicate with mon. I  consider that law 
would not havo been broken in this instanco, nor would Jesus and the 
spirits o f Moses and Elias havo violated divine law to hold converse 
on tho mount.

Tho Old Testament stato of things is said to havo been according 
to tho “  disposition of angels,”  who somotimos spake witli the “ Thus 
sailli tho Lord,”  causing minds in that dqy to conclude that the Lord 
then spake to them; and in tho New Testament times striking ovidoneo 
is afforded of spiritual communications, when tho spirits spako with 
longues, Ac. _ ,

Why should it ho concluded that in thoso unprogressed ages alone, 
men should bo privileged to have intorcourso with good spirits and 
angels, or that their conditions made it moro possible than in our own 
moro progressed era, or that angels elevated cannot, through suitably 
selocteil and propared mediums, as well communicate now as then, 
and that when communicating they cannot furnish tho world with in­
struction as worthy of reverence as at those periods, so that saints on 
earth and in heaven may now bo enabled to hold sensible com­
munion?

I f  tho ancients hold communications with angelic spirits, all spiritual 
communication was not then forbidden, hut evidently only such aa 
was common to Egyptian ¡delators with low ordors of spirits called 
familiars, and which prnctieo the Israelites inherited ; such intercourse 
bein'» held from low, selfish, and merely worldly motives.

This k in d  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  is in l ik o  m a n n e r  Boon to bo now for-
bidden by good spirits.

Saul having departed from thoso conditions of heart which onalilod 
him to havo intorcourso with angelic spirits in tho then ordinary way, 
by Urim and tho prophets, Ac., was led to consult tho witch of Ehdpr to 
commune with Samuel.
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It is doubtful that she was a witch, for had she been such how could 
he expect that so good au one as Samuel would communicate through 
her ? In all probability she was what would now be called a clairroy. 
ante. Saul had not long before put out of the land the wizards, and 
those that had familiar spirits.

It is true there may be false and hypocritical spirits who communi­
cate, as there are hypocritical men who preach to us on earth, but this 
supplies no greater reason for discarding spiritual intercourse than for 
refusing to hear all preachers. In the exercise of every test discernable 
and acquired by experience, Christian charity will enable us to believe 
them truthfully disposed until discovered to be deceptive. Mediums 
advanced in spiritual life to become seers, have an advantage over 
others in being enabled to see the spirits, and as circles increase in 
number for reverent intercourse the number o f these may be multiplied, 
and a greater number of spirits of the higher order enabled to com­
municate. The physical manifestations are doubtless designed to bring 
science to more sensual or material minds, and to lead on to manifes­
tations of a higher nature as men become better, and their affinity 
more elevated. Some of the teachings of Spiritualism have greatly 
informed my own mind on some subjects, and have also enabled me 
more correctly to discern the meanings of much scripture teaching,

Finding so far as I  have been enabled to judge that, the higher class 
spirits do not affirm the prevalent doctrines among men of salvation 
through a faith in Christ’s personal righteousness and bodily death, 
I  determined well to investigate each department of the scriptures 
hearing on such subjects, and have found to the full satisfaction of my 
mind that the spirits teach rightly according to true scriptural 
meaning, and divines wrongly.

I remain, sir, yours, &c.,

Spiritualism versus Orthodoxy, alias 
New-Church.

To the ED ITO R o f the SP IR ITU AL TIMES.

S i r ,— In reply to your New-church correspondent, writing from 
the dogmatical standfast of creed, assumes infallibility and the mantle 
of bigotry and intolerance in his first paragraph. Let him disprove 
the proof texts given in the last article. Like many of the orthodox 
roasoners, he gives us the Satanical theory to all that differs from his 
standard of “  orthodoxy,”  and sublimoly tells us that if spirits teach 
that Jesus is the “ Son of God,”  they must ipso facto  be “ evil 
spirits.”  Very natural and charitable this. Let him prove his points 
before he wiokedly hands over to the Devil thousands of Christians 
and myriads of spirits equally as good as himself, both in morals and 
religion, faith and practice. As Albert Sayer gives us some proof 
passages in support of the worship of Christ and the “ supreme 
divinity of Jesus,”  we will just reply to them seriatim. Mr. Sayer’s 
first proof text is based on an inoorrect translation of the 25th verse 
of the Epistle of St. Jude. In Gries Bach’s text, the verse reads os 
follows :— And unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to 
place you in the sight of His glory, faultless, with joy, the only God 
our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and throughout all ages. Amen." 
Mr. Sayer must see that the omission of the words from the text, 
“ through Jesus Christ our Lord,”  gives quite another meaning, and 
the correct translation proves the sonship of the son, and not the duty 
of Christ. The next text, Revelations, 1st chapter, 8th and 11th 
verses, does not teach tlio worship of Jesus Christ. The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him docs not imply that Jesus 
Christ is one and the same person with the Father. I f  you will read 
Gres Baeli’s text, or Samuel Sharpe’s translation of the text, you will 
find that the words “ Lord G od”  are spoken of the Father though 
the Son, as the coming Almighty, and Alpha and Omega, in the work 
of human redemption. The passages referred to in Isaiah does not 
expressly teach the snpreme deity of Christ. There are many pas­
sages that speak of the Father as a Saviour and Redeemer, without 
special reference to the deity of Jesus Christ. The texts in question 
■imply teaches that God is one only God, and the Saviour of His 
people. Mr. Sayer next attempts to prove the omniscience of Christ 
from Luke, 6th chapter, 8th verse, and John 1st chapter, 48th verse; 
by the same method of reasoning, the opposite can be proven. Jesus 
■ays: “  Of that day and hour knowetli no man, not even the Son, 
but the Father only.”  It is strange that creed should so blind the 
vision as to produce such statements as these modern soers and clair- 
voyantes can both read thoughts and see at a distance, are they, 
therefore, “ omniscient,”  and gods P Yet, to such absurd conclusions 
would Mr. Sayer’s proposition lead us. Christ was simply a fully de­
veloped seer, and saw with the spiritual eye the unseen thoughts and 
emotion of the human mind. As a Son of God he claimed to be the 
one Highest, and the first in the mouths of the apostles, seers, and 
prophets. Mr. Sayer next trys to prove the “ omnipresence”  of 
Jesus from the passage in Matthew, 18th chapter, 20th verse, “ For 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in 
the midst of them, and that to bless them. And lo I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.”  These words are said of 
Christ as being present by Ilia grace and assistance, for which it is 
obvious his bodily presence is not required. Do we not commonly 
■ee and perceive amongst men that a king has power over his own 
dominions P Again, St. Paul says, 1 Corinthians, 5th chapter, 3rd 
verse, “  For I  verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit. And 
to the Colossians, 2nd chapter, 5th verse, He says,“  Though I  am ab­
sent in the flesh, yet I  am with you in the spirit. Is St. Paul omni- 
present ? I trow not. Bishop Sherlock says “  the promise annexed: 
and lo I  am with you to the end of the world, must be relative to the 
apostles commission, and they could depend on it no longer than

whilst they kept within the limits of that commission, which was to 
teach what Christ had commanded." The meaning of Christ is 
plain enough, if creeds and dogmas did not blind our eyes. Christ 
and all His “  holy angels "  are ever present wherever there are wait­
ing and willing souls ready to be blessed) yet they are only God’s 
ambassadors.

Mr. Sayor next proceeds to ascribe omnipotence to Jesus, from 
Matthew, 28th chapter, 18th verse, and John, 10th chapter, 18 verse. 
The text teaches that Christ is supreme ruler in the Christian Church. 
Both on earth and in Heaven all power is given unto Him by His 
Father, until all things are subdued; then shall tho Son also Himself 
be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be 
all-in-all. 1 Corinthians, 15th chapter, 24th and 20th versos. There 
is no other omnipotence here but what refers to tho gift of the Father 
to our Lord Jesus Christ as His well-beloved Son. The other passage, 
John, 10th chapter, 18 verse, “  Grotius tells us may read thus: “  I 
have power to rescue my life from present danger,”  that is, Jesus 
could lay down His life if it was the will of His Heavenly Father, or 
He could take it up again.”  His spiritual power was such, that if He 
so willed he could escape out of their hands.

W ill Mr. Sayer give us the proof texts where Christ always per - 
mitted worship to bo paid to Him in the Gospels and Epistles, if they 
are so numerous, let us have a list of them, chapter and verse. Will 
ho also bo good enough to take up my thirteen points, and honestly 
meet them text by text, as I  have met his tliroo points, and deal 
honestly with the subject. In reference to the fulness of the God­
head bodily, that I  do not dispute. I deny the assertion that any text 
can be found whose direct meaning and literal and correct translation 
will teach the worship of the Son instead of the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

The passages in Isaiah aro explained by orthodox commentators 
quite differently to what our friend makes them mean. Samuel White, 
M.A., Fellow of Trinity Collego, Cambridge, in his commentary on 
Isaiah, says : “  That is, he (King Hezekiah) shall reign on the throne 
of David as the metaphor signifies, and as the prophet more fully ex­
plains himself in the following verse, which cannot be literally true 
of our Saviour whose kingdom was not of the world, as David’s was.”  
Martin Luther, Professor Stuart, Calmet, H. Horne, and others may 
be quoted. In the Old Testament we find a person called “ Eli,”  
which means “ my God." I b Eli God? Another person is called 
“  Ithiel,”  which means “  God with me." Is Ithiel God ? Another is 
called “  Abicl," which means “  God my Father.”  Is Abiel God ? 
Anothor is called “  Hiel,”  which being explained is “ the living God." 
Is Kiel G od? An angel is called “ Gabriel,”  which means “ the 
mighty God." Is Gabriel God ? How many God’s would we have 
if the name of a person which signifies God establishes that dis­
tinction.

The passage in St. John’s Gospel comes under tho same law of biblical 
criticism. The passage does not say that Jesus Christ is God; that the 
word “  Logos,”  which signifies the “  wisdom of God,”  and which is in 
tho text called God was given to Jesus Christ. If you will road “  Gries 
Bach’s text”  you will find a different reading, why “ all things were 
made through it, and without it was not anything made whatever.”  
What was made by means of it was life, and the life was the light of 
men, and the light shined in the darkness, and tho darkness comprehen­
ded it not. You will see the little word it makes a serious difference 
to your word him. Now what is implied by it l Why, reason, life, 
divine intelligence, wisdom, &e., as authorities refer to Dr. Campbell, 
Tyndall’s Bible, I)r. Wall, Leclerc, Dr. John Wallis, Dr. Thomas Brown, 
Dr. Parr,—all give the same explanation that the word refers to the 
wisdom of God, reason of God, life of God, word of God, &c. The state­
ment, therefore, that Jesus Christ is called God in the first verses of 
John’s Gospel is simply untrue, that all things are there laid void by 
Jesus Christ is equally untrue, as the correct translation will simply 
prove,

Finally, will our friend pull off his Babylonian garment and divest 
himself of tho goats horns, and cease to gore his fellow Christians and 
the angelic ministry as antichristian and devilish.

I f  the spirits ore right our friend is guilty of a wicked slander in 
calling them devils, whom God both sent as His holy angels. Let 
him, therefore, refrain from such terms until he can prove them such.

Yours sincerely,
D’ ESPRIT»

Yes, it is a fact which will be hailed with satisfaction by all 
—and in a special degree by Dr. Ashburner— who, like myself, have 
borne the burden of the fight, that Dr, Elliotson has at length had the 
good fortune to be satisfied by the evidence obtained recently through 
the remarkable mediumship of Mr. Home. “  I am,”  Dr. Elliotson said 
to mo, and it is with his sanction that I make the announcement, “ now 
quite satisfied of the reality of the phonomeua. 1 am not yot prepared 
to admit that they are produced by the agency of spirits. I do not 
deny this, as I am unable to satisfactorily account for what I have seen 
on any other hypothesis. The explanations whieh have been made to 
account for tho phenomena do not satisfy me, but I desire to reserve my 
decision on that point for the present, I am free, however, to say that 
I regret the opportunity of obtaining satisfactory evidence was not 
afforded me at an earlier period. What I have seen lately has made a 
deep impression on my mind, and tho recognition of the reality of these 
manifestations, from whatever cause, is tending to revolutionize my 
thoughts and feelings on almost every subject.” —Spiritual Magatina 
fo r  May.
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