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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities; it presents us not only with the semblances, but with the positive evidences of
eternal existence, causing us to feel thatl the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the Spiritual, but to the Material world, It is
easy to imagine that we are dealing with the absolute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and
apparently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and enduring facts are beyond the tomb,
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A NOBLE APOLOGY AND AN EARTHQUAKE.

Captain Noble, of Maresfield, Sussex, has got himself into
a maze, Some few weeks back, it will be remiembered, Mr,
R. Cooper gave a lecture on Spiritualism, in Uckfield. Captain
Noble was elected chairman, and fulfilled his duties with skill
and gentlemanly courtesy. He was not a believer in Mr.
Cooper’s philosophy, but he nevertheless told the audience
that any fool could malke a noise, whilst it would take a wise
man to answer an argument ; hence the lecturer was listened
to with marked attention. At the close of the lecture a dis-
?ussion took place, in which the noble Captain joined. The
mpression made on our mind after the meeting was over was
that Captain Noble, although a sturdy opponent to Spiritual-
ism, was an out-and-out gentleman. There was in his outward
bearing an expression of liberality and genial good humor
which won us over,

Perhaps the noble Captain was chaffed a good deal by his
anti-spiritual friends for the part he had taken at the Uckfield
meeting. Perhaps he thought a little Latin, dished up in an
anonymous letter to the Sussex Advertiser, would keep the
faculties of the men of Sussex on the side of sanity. Be this
as it may, a paper conflict resulted, in which Mr. Cooper and
Captain Noble were the adversaries. There were a deal of
sharpness about the Maresfield champion, and much Latin, all
of which might have passed, not for * noise,” but for “argu-
ment ;" but unluekily, in his zeal to damage his opponent’s
Cause, without the slightest impression that it was not the
order of a good Christian and a gentleman to sully the repu-
tation of a man he did not know, if that man happened to be
a §pirit-medium, Captain Noble, with the utmost sang fioid,
said “ My, Home, I verily believe, is as rank an impostor as
ever breathed,” or words to that effect. Of course, most
people believed Captain Noble, becauss most people do not
‘beliove Spiritualism, From that time we deemed the Captain
not quite so out-and-out a gentleman, but there was no use
we thought, taking any nofice of what properly belgnged

Mr. Home to notice. To our surprise and delight we read
the letter in the Sussex Advertiser, which appeared lately in
our columns, containing a full recantation from the noble
Captain, of the ungentlemanly aspersion done in an out-and-
out gentlemanly spirit. Mr. Home is satisfied we are satistied,
and we can but hope Captain Noble is satisfied. The subject of
Spiritualism is necessarily, owing to the materialistic tendencies
of the age, one that must appear extravagant to men like the
Captain, who mix much with orthodox seeptics, and who believe
themselves, owing to their researches, taking a materialistic
direction, matter-of-fact men of sense. The only fact con.
nected with this out-and-out gentlemanly apology to Mr.
Home which does not exactly square with our ideas of gentle-
manly conduct is, that Captain Noble did it under the terror
of a threat. Mr. Home positively intended to test the Captain’s
right to defame according to English law. The amende
honorable has been made, and it was dono in such a gracious
manner—so gentlemanly, that we can but feel grateful to M.
Home for compelling so noble an antagonist to teach us how
to apologise in atrue gentlemanly spirit, when we must render
unto Cwmsar the things which belong to Cuwsar.

It is singular that a curious phenomenon resembling an
earthquake, has, within the last fow days' visit>d Marestield,
and Captain Noble’s household has been alarmed, e did
not hear anything unusual himsclf, but some of his servants
did, and one lady actually had her bedstead moved while she
lay upon it. The Captain has written to the Times, giving
the facts which he did not witness, but which he accepts
nevertheless. We do not imagine for an instant that he
ought to do other than accept evidences second-hand, when
they do not come first-hand; but we cannot help smiling at
the incongruous position the ecarthquake has placed
him in. When Captain Noble wrote against Spiritualism, he
refused evidences coming from Awmerica, which was so far off,
Jjust as though a few thousand miles made a ditference to the
integrity of a writer. Now the Captain has accepted evidences
in favor of the earthquake in his own household. 'What more
could he do? But the evidences are indircet, nevertheless.
We grant they are to him more convincing than if they ha
come from foreign sources—irom people he knows nothing
about; but what of us? We might be sceptical upon the
Captain’s original dictum, and refuse altogether ovidences
which come from his houschold, demanding evidences nearer
home to convince us. - But we do no such thing—the various
evidences produced leave no room for doubt, but that some
unusual phenomenon was actually manifested at Maresfield.

1"6&2 syemarks are not here made with a view to triumph over
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the inconsistences of Captain Noble. We only desire to set
up a glass that he may see himself thercin. If he goon
prejudging Spiritualism as he has hitherto done, he will prove
no friend to the truth, but we belicve, nevertheless, he will be
as hitherto, honest. We trust, however, the experiences of
the past few weeks will make him wise, by teaching him the
old axiom, “Discretion is the better part of valour.” Had
he have acted upon this good old saying, he would not have
defamed the fair name of Mr. Home, and would have had no
gentlemanly apology to offer.

All things may work together for good in the case of Cap-
tain Noble. He has a finely cultivated brain, and has, we
believe, devoted much patient care and many years to the study
of the physical sciences. The pathway he has chosen is a
noble one, and if he only act upon the experience of the past
few weeks, he may in the futvre tread it nobly indeed.

We wish wo could inspire him to a careful investigation of
Spiritualism, not with a view to prove it false, but to discover
if it be true. We are satisfied he would, in the course of a
few months, find himself satisfied that rappings are elicited
without the medium needing to “soak her toes in warm
water.” *

May his past experience lead Captain Noble to conviction
of the truth of Spiritualism; if it does, good will come out
of apparent evil, and the spiritual ranks will welcome him as
a valiant and worthy soldier, worthy to take a captain’s post
in the great spiritual army which is gaining reinforcements
from all ranks and all countries.

MR. R. COOPER AT BRIGHTON.

On Monday evening last Mr. R. Cooper, proprietor of the Spiritual
Times delivered a lecture on * Modorn Spiritualism” at the Town Hall,
Brighton. The lecturer was honored by the presence of a large pro.
portion of ladies—a fact to note. The Rev. Robert Ainslie was re.
quested to fill the chair, which, had he been gifted with a little of the
milk of human kindness he would have done effectually, considering
the size of his body; but giants inframe are not always gisnts in mind.
We do not say the Rev. Robert Ainslie is not an intellectual athleto.
The wesk poiut in his conduct scems to us like the weak points in his
logic; the result of o surplusage of combativences and self-estoom.
We think, mind we are only like the roverent opponent of Mr. Cooper,
human, and capable of blundering,—Mzr. Ainslie for the time forgot
he was a minister of the meek and lowly Jesus, or perhaps ho did not
on that occasion deem it nocessary to sit for fair play, becauso to do so
he would probably have prevented himself from standing up in defonce
of popular prejudice and ignorant assumption. Wo do not think the
Rov. R. Ainslie should not be allowod to cudgel away against the
Spiritualists until he is himsolf exhausted, but lot him do it in a manly
English manner.. Mo had o right to refuse to take the chair, but in
refusing we do not seo the *‘charity which covereth a multitude of
sins.”” But what is the use of writing? Did the Rev. Robert Ainslie
go to the Town Hall to hear, that he might cell his combative powers
into play, and pgratify his inordinate self-esteem? Will any of our
readers answer ? There was interruption throughout the lecture, and
this gentle Christian, who refused to occupy the chair, is said to have
joined in it if he did not take the lead. The Lord has often been
called upon to save us from our friends, but we in all sincority would
humbly request Iim to save us frum our priests,. Ah! what did we
say f Why, the Rev. Robort Ainslieis a most thorough preacher.down
of priest.craft in his pulpit, where he propounds Unitarianism and
eschiews its name. May he, however, reflect that since there are phe.
nomena in nature even he cannot oxplain, ho might possibly gain new
truths by being less authoritative.

Mr. R. Cooreg, proprietor of the Spiritual Times, has
undertaken to lecture on Spiritualism, at the following places .
—On Monday next, May 16, Victoria Rooms, Ryde,
Tuesday, May 17, Literary and Scientific Institution, Ventnor;
Wednesday, May 18, Queen’s Rooms, Newport; Thursday,
May 19, Town Hall, West Cowes ; Friday, May 20, Victoria
Rooms, Southampton ; Monday, May 23, Assembly Room,
Havant ; Tuesday, May 24, Town Hall, Arundel; Wednes.
day, May 25, Montague Hall, Worthing.

Not at all Fair,

o had never scen a ghost, but he would like very much to see
one, He had seon mediums, however, and Mr. Powell, the author of
the work which the lecturer had quoted from in support of his argu.-
ment, ho once saw operate on s medium, when he was mesmerisod.
He was a blind flute player, and when in the mesmerisod condition
Mr. Powell told him to play a tune, and although in a sleeping con-
dition, he was enabled to whispor to Mr, Powell, and tell himn his
*flute was dry.’ (Laughtor.)”—[Extract from the Rev. Robort Ains-
lie’s speech, in opposition to Mr. R. Cooper, at the Town Hall, Brigh-
ton, on Monday evening, May 9th, 1864.]

TO THE REV. ROBERT AINSLIE.

Rev. Siz,—A local paper has ﬂust been handed to me containing a
roport of Mr. R. Coopor’s late lecture at the Brighton Town Hall.
In that report I find,to my great sstonishment, you had the unfairness
to use my name in connection with some blind flute player, whom you
are reported to say I mosmorised, and who, on being told by mo to
play o tune, whispered to mo that his ¢ flute was dry.” Now, Sir, 1
distinctly and emphatically deny this statement. I never in my life
mesmerised a blind person,  SBupposing you to refor to an evening
spent on one occasion at a gontlomun’s house near you, I will just say
that the young man whom 1 mesmerised, whom you say was *“ blind,”
is now employod as a letter-carrier in the Brighton Pest Office. Do
you think he could seo to read the directions on the letters ho delivers
wore he as you say “blind?” It is quite clear your memory has
failed you in your description of my subject’s want of eycsight. When
you endeavour to damage the reputation of another, you should at
least speak the truth. If I am not a minister, I trust I am s man,
and one quite incapable of asporsing character by mis.statements.
Now to the other witty and pointed part of your statement. * e
whispored, the flute was dry.’ 1If your recollection was so defective
as to causo you to pronounce a man with good eyes in his head
“blind,” is it not probable your memory may have been treacherous
to you in other particulars, Let me tell yousuch an expression never
escaped the lips of the subjoet whilst he was in the “sleep,” You
yourself, if you will take pains to refer to other incidents connected
with that evening, must call to mind the coarse ungentlemanly man-
ner in which you proffered uncallod.for stubborn negations, with a
view to destroy all necessary conditions to successful mesmerism.

T am but a very small individual, but I feel a little of the fire of an
Englishman, and shall always, 1 trust, be prepared to dofend my own
integrity when it is assailed. I therofore publicly challonge you to
establish the truth of your uncalled-for aspersion on my integrity, or
to do me the justico to correot it.

Aftor that, if you have no objection, I shall be pleascd to shako
hands with you on the platform at the Brighton Town Hall, and entor
into a full and manly discussion either on the truths and principles of
Mesmerism or Spiritualism, Do not imagine I consider I am aspir.
ing to an clovation equal to your intellectual altitude. I merely wish
first to defend my own integrity—next to dofend those principles I
havo at heart. If you econdescend to meet me on Mesmerisw, I will
endeavour to produce memneric phenomona on individuals sclected
from the audience. If you meot me on the subject of Spiritualism, I
ghall make no attempt at developing manifestations, for reasons I can
explain if necessary. Remember, your public position as a minister,
even slthough I am but an author and mesmorist, will not justify you
in saying of me that which is untrue!

I have the honour to subscribe myself, &c.,

J. II. POWELL.
4, Portland Place, Eastbourne,
May 14, 1564, '

[This lettor has been forwarded to the Brighton papers.]

Theodore Parker once said, if he were Emperor of France,
aftor the battle of Bolferino, he would take the Pope gently by the
scruff of his mneck, and say to him with all due reverence :—* You
old cuss, you! long enough have you tormented men and made your
three million and a quarter subjects hato you; that must cesse!
Keop your infollibility as long s you like, and make the most of that
nonsenso—decree the immaculate conception of the mother of Grod,
and his grandmother, and all his sunts, if you like: nay, you may
excommumicato all the rest of maukind, the more the merrier, and
damn them in the next world; but if' you touch the hair of an
honest man’s head in this world—nay, if you wickedly scare o Jewish
baby in his cradle—you have got me to scttle with, that's all. Your
people aro to have you for rulor if they like; if not, not. Now, par
vobiscum!"'—DProgressive Age. ’

The Revus Spiritualiste sunounces the decceso of two zenlous and
eminent Spiritualists : James Deming, formerly of New York, and
M. Mathieu, one of the most ablo and most constant contributors tu
that journal, This severe wintor has carried off these brave cham.
pions of our groat cause by the same complaint—acate pleurisy—and
nearly at the ssme timo. - .

James Doeming was o native of Now York, bnt had heen resident in
Paris with his family for some years. 1lo was a thoroughly informed
spiritualist, fully initiated into ite mystories, and in regular commun.
ication with the leading professors of the same truth iu America. He
made frequent voyages to tho United States, gleaning up there every.
thing fresh in spiritua} dovelopmont. He was & modium of a poou.
lar kind himself. * We have seen him,” says M. Pidrart, “put to
sleep, awaken, render oxtatic and qlairvoyant at hig \yill, the incredu.
lous, by touching them with cortain stonos, the origin and nature of
which he kopt a profound secret.”—Spiritual Magazine.
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ANGEL WHISPERS,.

Brothers hearken, angels whisper, thro' the isles of Time—
Statues—idols made of metsl, have no soul sublime.
Then why worship moulded features—images of clay ?
What avail the forms of Beauty if the soul’s away ?

Art is great, but soul is greater.  Body like a shell,
Must in nature’s course docay, but Spirit needs no knell.
Brothers hearken, angels whisper ; worship of the True,
Born of spirit, gives to spirit, Ileaven’s refreshing dew.
As the magnet draws the needle, Spirit, Spirit draws;
There’s no Sin can enter Heavon—Sin submits to laws.
CGooduess drawn to goodness over, with colestial cords,
Pure angelic inspiration to the soul affords.

All material gods are Pagan—soulless—unsublime,

Like tho stubborn walls of Babel they must bow to Time.

AMay 104k, 1861, J. II. POowELL.

THE MEDIUMS.
AN ORIGINAL SPIRITUAL TALE.
By J. IL. POWELL.

—(—

It is astonishing how speedily strangers warm into friends
wlen they have certain idol ideas in common.  The crust of
ctiquette falls away like bark under the stroke of the axe, and
instead of the memory keeping fresh the knowledge, that a
few short hours only have formed the sum-total of the time
they have known each other, the present sunlike feeling of
pleasure which warms the whole being, oceupies the entire
wind, and leaves no room for coldness. It was so with Mr.
Humphrey as he sat engaced in earnest conversation with
Mr, Jeremiah Forbes, who reciproeated his kindly foelings. 1t
wag settled between them that tea should be served, and imn-
mediately after they should hold a seance.  Mr. Humphrey
had mueh to ask his fellow medium, but he carelully avoided
heing too impulsive. 'The tea serviee was placed upon the table,
and the two sat bachelor-like to tea and renewed the conversa-
tion. The enps had not been filled more than twice, when, to
Mr. Humphrey's great surprise, a violent trembling took pos-
session of the table, making the caps and sancers dance and
rattle.  Mr. Forbes smiled, and requested the spivits to favor
him by allowing tea to he finished. The table lilted up and
knocked three times with its leg on the floor,  “Thank you,
kind spirits," said Mr. Forbes, whilst Mr. Humphrey ex-
pressed his pleasure and wnazement, wishing to know if his
visitor had any previous knowledge of what would take
place.

" Not the least, my dear sir, but I am so accustomed to
similar manifestations that 1 take little notice of them.”

“ But have you no fear, Mr. Forbes, when you are alone,
and the spirits manifest their presence by spontancous tiltings
or rappings of the table ?”

 Not the least—nothing like knowledge to destroy fear,—
when T did not belicve in the reality of spirit-manifestations
1 certainly had some fear, which amounted to terror, but
familiarity with spirits has a similar effect to familiarity with
mortals ;7 and as he spoke he looked wisdom-wisc in the eyes
of his querist. Mr. Humphrey marked every gesture and
word of his peculiar guest, and deemed him the marvel of tho
age,

There were several philosophical questions uppermost in Mr.
Humphrey’s mind, but he decmed it unwise to introduce
them, because he knew that Mr. Jeromiah Forbes cared little
about the philosophy of the subject.

Cuarrer VIIL

The bell was rung.  Margaret entered the room to clear
the table. Just as she was taking away the tea-things the
table jumped up suddenly, as though overjoyed at being re-
lieved. The effect of this curious phenomenon caused the
servant to rush with a shrick $o Mrs. Bates, making a smash
of the tea-things. Mr. Forbes and Mr. Humphrey eschanged

significant glances, and thonght the aflair a good joke,  So
it would have been if nothing further had happened.  Mrs.
Bates thought the girl was dying, and hastened in great
anxiety to her master to inform him that Margaret had just
had “a ’orrible frit.”

“Good gracious me,” exclaimed Mr. ITumphrey, “is she
very il P

“she be quite beside "ersel’, and talks *orrible nonsense aw’
awlul wickedness about the table jumping at 'er.”

“We can explain it all, Mrs. Dates, pray tell her not to he
alarmed, it is all natural enough when 1t is understood.”

Mrs. Bates looked eonfused, and stared at Mr. Humphrey
as though she thought him as much beside himsell as
Margaret.

Mr. Jeremiah Torbes marked the puzzled manner of the
housckeeper, and came to her relief, by telling her not to be
at all put out, the table had moved, but it was all through
the impatience of the spirits to communicate.

“@pirits ! 7 shricked Mrs. DBates, her cap-frills standing
aghast, “you never ean be so wicked and ‘orrible to talk so
much like a witch, sir.”

Mr. Forbes and Mr. Humphrey laughed aloud, and with-
out the least desire on their part the table took up the chorus,
causing Mrs. Bates to run {rightened from the room, asserting
that the devil was let loose, and had made Humphrey Villa
the first place of resort. Margarct recovered hor “ {rit,” and
had to console Mrs. Bates, who was nearly as much affected
with fright as she had been.

“Mr. Forbes,” said Mr. Humphrey, “secriously this is no
joking matter, my servants will be terrified so much that they
will desert me, besides, I am afraid it will shock their nervous
systems.” :

“1t is always the case with ignorant people, cspecially
women, in the first dawnings of these manifestations; they
grow terrified by compact, and fear what they do not sce,
more than what they actually do see.” |

“ But this is not the case with Margarct and Mrs. Bates,
you will admit; they both saw the table jump about, and
what is more natural than for them, cedueated as they have
been, in the common theological crrors, and possessing organie
predispositions to nervousness, to feel terrified.”

“You do not quite understand me, Mr, Humphrey, T have
had so many evidences of the way in which persons of both
sexos take these matters at first, that I look upon it asa
necessary evil that people should faint, and shout *devil,
and all the other sort of thing.”

“ But is it not a great drawback to the proper and {full de-
velopment of the manifestations, Mr. Forbes, that people
generally will not sit and witness the phepomena without
going into paroxysms of fear?”

* Yes, most certainly ; but you know, Mr. Humphrey, that
it you want a decayed tooth extracted, or a leg amputated,
you must either become comatized, or feel pain.  But what is
the present pain in eomparison to the future relief? We
must bear with sullering to gain even the strength of
endurance.”

“ 1t is very, very true, and that is why 1 feel it my duty to
press on with investigations into spivitual matters; or, 1 con-
foss, I shoull sufler remorse at exciting the fears of nervous
beings like Margaret and Mis, Bates.”

At that instant Muvs. Bates ve-entered to say that Margaret
was now much more composed.  ** And how do you yourself
feel, Mrs. Bates?” inquired her master.  The woman cast a
rapid glanee at the table, as though fearing it would again
move before she had time to speak.  “ Well, «ir, secing as
ow I am of strong nerves, I must say that the 'orrible man-
ner in which the table moved of itself shocked me mach, and
as for Margaret, poor gal, L really think, if I adn’t a com-
forted ’er, she "ud a died.”

“Tell her, from me, that nothing ean harm her, Mrs, Dates,
and say she must have less fear—there is nothing like tough-
ness of head and heart to carry one through the world,” and
Mr. Humphrey, smiled so good-naturedly that Mrs. Bates
could not but think that, after all, Margaret had no business
to De so silly as to allow her nerves to operate, especially sinee
she herself believed them not to be so strong as her own.

How Mrs. Bates could entertain such an idea is a fact for
study. She arrived at it by a process of induction very
diflicult to comprehend, but since it is not given unto us
mortal authors to have & clairvoyante pereeption into every
recess of the human heart, we must relate only that which
we pereeive, according to our senses, and draw deductions
therefrom.” Mrs, Bates was on the point of "disagrecing with
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Mr. Humphrey, when he desired her to tell Margaret to have
less fear, as though one’s nerves were like bell-wires, under
one's control, but when she caught sight of the kind smile
which accompanied the request, somchow or other she could
not do other than feel that Margaret ought to treat her
nerves in very much the same way as bell-wires are treated
by persons who are delicate in their manner of pulling them,
that is, muflling them when convenient.  Mrs. Bates was a
queer sort of bemg, but she was, nevertheless, a good old soul,
and an especial favorite with Mr. Humphrey, and his
little girls when they were at home. The truth is, she had
been so long at Humphrey Villa, that she might be considered
part and parcel of the building, and a very comfortable neces-
sary part and parcel she was.  Mr. Humphrey would as soon
have thought of parting with his house as with Mrs. Bates,
and she, on her part, would have made any sacritice sooner
than lose her right to regulate the houschold affairs of Hum-
phrey Villa, and her influence over the hearts of the dear little
girls and their excellent father,

Mrs. Bates was a country woman, little gifted with fine
manners, book-lore, and all that kind of thing, but she was a
very shrewd and clever woman withal.  She had an excellent
character for her skill in curing people who were subjected to
rheumatism, gout, and other ailments, and was even better
than a doctor in the house, because she effected cures, and
brought no long bills by way of dessert. Where and how she
obtained her knowledge remains a mystery, but she certainly
posscssed the healing power to a remarkable degree.  People
who knew more of technicalitics than herself, said that she
was a magnetist or mesmerist, For a long time she was
ignorant of these terms, yet she certainly gave the usual
“ passes,” and “ charmed ™’ away many a headache and rheu-
matic pain.  Mr. Humphrey had often been surprised and
gratificd at the suceess of Mrs. Bates’ © passes " upon his
own family in times of sickness, and had been tempted to
seek amongst books for a solution of the mystery of her
healing powers,  This had brought his mind in the way of
mesmerism, and from what he discovered he was impelled to
believe that Mrs. Bates was, in reality, without her own
knowledge, a diseiple of Mesmer. He had often talked to
her, and explained to her the various theories of the cause of
magnetic operations, The housekeeper always listened with
respect, and failed not to profit from what she heard, It
occurred to Mr. Humphrey that if he conld induce Mrs,
Bates to sit with them at the table something marvellons
might take place, but in order to do so it was necessary to
stinulate her mind with such logie as would prevent her go-
ing off into hysteries or something worse. It was a very
delicate point to touch upon, but it seemed to Mr. Humphrey
to be necessary.

*“ Well, Mrs. Bates,” began Mr. Humphrey, “suppose you
sit with us at the table this evening.”

What, me! at that ’orvible table? Mr. Iumphrey, it
would be too much for my nerves."”

* Nonscnse; you have no more fear than we have.”

Murs. Bates looked very timidly at the table with one eye,
and very appealingly in her master’s face with the other.

“ Come, come! don’t look so awry at a lnump of mahogany,”
laughed Mr. Humphrey, “ you say your nerves are strong.”

* 8o they be, but it is s0 "orrible to ’ave dcalings with the
devil, sir.”

Mr. Forbes and Mr. Humphrey laughed outright, and were
several seconds hefore they could pay any further attention
to the objections of the housekeeper. She, poor woman,
looked very crest-fallen, and her cap-frills rose indignantly.
But it was no use being nice at ceremonies in matters where
one’s dearest principles were at stake.

“ Well, well, Mrs, Bates, how have you made the discovery
that the devil is at the bottom of table-tiltings P ”

“Tt i3 too plain, sir, to need an explanation, Did T not
ses the table move up in that "orrible manner with my own
eyes ' and the housekeeper tossed up her head and adjusted
her cap-frills, which had got disarranged, for she caught a
sudden glancs of herself in the looking-glass.

“ Of course, you saw the table rise with your own eyes;
whose else’s eyes could you see with, my good woman?” in-
terrogated Mr. Forbes, who very much enjoyed the fun.

* And how does that fact prove that the Devil was the
agent that moved the table, any moro than it was the angel
Grabricl that did it 2" inquired Mr. Humphrey,

Now, poor illiterate Mrs. Bates was not to be expected to
enter the lists of disputation with two scholars, She thought

it "orrible for them to expect such a thing ; nevortheloss, she
ventured.

“ 1t does’nt need any one to rise from the grave to frit us,
zml(l tell us that tables can’t jump and tumble about of them-
selves.”

“That i3 quite true, Mrs. Bates, but how docs the fact
that the table did jump about prove that the Devil did it ?
asked Mr. Humphroy,

Mrs. Bates looked very comical, and her cap-frills got out
of decorum again. “ It must be wicked and ’orrible, Mr.
I{. umghrcy, for "cavy bits of wood to move, all as if they was
alive.

“So it may scem, Mrs. Bates, but suppose that the mere
movements of bits of wood indicate intelligenco and convey
ideas from the world of spirits, we must accept the ideas as
more important than the motions that indieate them.

(7o be continued)

** Tho right of reproduction is reserved.

T3 ehictus,

Twe Truruseeren for May. (3d.) Tondon: WurrrieLn,
Strand.

This is an admirable number, containing some well-written
articles. It is edited by the Rev. John Page Hopps.  Among
other papers is one on Spiritualism, which is written with
clearness and forco.  Wo are glad to perceive the gradual
change which is coming over the spirit of the Press in this
country.  The continual influx of spiritual truth is doing
its work, thanks to the band of carnest writers like William
I{owntt, Mrs. De Morgan, Thomas Brevior, and others,  7'%e
T'ruthseeker is a valuable auxiliary to reform—it goes in the
advanced ranks of Unitarianism, und musé Lave influence for
good.

““Tho Bible—the Old Testament espocially, is all intensely spiritual ;
full indeed of testimonies to tho reality o(yapiriluul influonco in tho
affuirs of man.  'Wo can understand men rejocting both these and
those—the ancient and the modern—Dbut wo ean see neither the logic
nor the consistency of thuse who beliove in tho Old Testament appear-
ances, and only sneor at modern ones ns improbable and absurd,  Wo
suspoct that thore is a grent denl of truth in this shrowd observation
of n leading Bpiritunlist : “Scionco and philosophy have grown too
materialistic to adnit any spiritual agencies outside of sacred history,
and have acceptod the Bible only out of courteny or policy.’ ’

Crafrvovancs: Ilvaienie axn Municar; by Jacon Dixox,
L.S.A. L. (Second edition).,  (1s.)  London: Jon Cavwp.
WELL, 335, Strand, W.C,

The mysteries of magnetism in its higher developments of
clairvoyaneo and eestacy have formed the subjects of numbers
of the advanced intelleets of Kurope. Some profound works
have appearcd, heralded to the world by names sacred to the
student of seience, and more especially 80 Lo those who compro-
hend the faintest glimpses of Spiritu'ulism. This little ook
is not only useful, but it is highly interesting.  We took it
up, intending to read a portion of it only, and return to its
pages at some future time, hut we wero so fascinated with its
interesting details that we finished it at a sitting.  Mr. Dixon
writes in a vivid, definite style. "Thero is little mystification
and much cogent philosophy. Perhaps the numcrous illus-
trations of the practical kind which ho deseribes are the most
treasurable portions of the hook. We have only praise to
offer—the little work has all the charnctoristics roquisite for
the popular mind.  Practical and simple, it is of all books of
its character the ono we can most heartily recommend. When
will the medical world turn from the error of their ways, and
look after this wondrous clairvoyante power? Applied to
Hygiene, Mr. Dixon has shewn its marvellous value. This
treatise should reach the hands of all who would -un-
derstand how to obtain diagnoses of disease. Clairvoyance ia
destined to advance medical science, and to confer an inesti-
mable boon upon mankind.  The following is a fair sample of
the work :—

¢ Clairvoyantes who pereeive not only remote objeets on the natural
plane, and their states, but ulso beings and objects, on the spiritual
plane, my be expected to be affected by the moral states of persous, and
also by the essentinl qualities of naturally-formed things, Every object
of the external world—as ancient philosoplers taught—whether earth
or metal, vegetable or unimal, including the human, has its monadial or
soul-substunce perceptible to u corrospondent fuculty of the human
being, when in the state under view.

“Theso monadinl or wsoul-substances—otherwise called by various
authors, vitul, sympathisl, aural, aromal, essentinl-—have magnetie, or
polar, relations with cvery othor, constituting the bases of sympathy
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or antipathy, Clairvoyantes perceive the vapours, rays, or lines of some
concordantly interseeting or blending with each other, while they perceive
others, on the contrary, correspondingly repelling. They perceive,
further, that each organ of the body has its proper magnetism, and that
in the infinitude of natural things are those which have & magnetism in
correspondence with the magnetism of onc or other organ.

¢ Human magunetism blends with that of water, producing a resultant
of definite activity. Its blending with that of simple drugs explains
the activity of the preparations used in homeopathy, inert except where
there is polar reactivity to their action.

“The human being—the ultimate of Nature, the microcosm, the uni-
verso in small—has, we learn, combined in him the clements of the
microcosm—the universe; all monadial qualities and forees, all loves
and wills—chemieal, vegetable, animal—are in him epitomised: he has
thus, in his physical organism, rapport or relation with every bheing and
objeet in visible nature ; and, in the constitution of his soul—with the
beings and objects of the invisible world, even, as we are also divinely
assured, unto the Father and Author of All”

LINES

On the death or *passing away " of her dear child Eva Charlotte,
aged 5 years, March, 1864.
BY FRANCES ILARRIS.

T sce her as in life’s gay hours,—her merry laugh and childish glee—
The fairest of all earthly flowers, she was and is to mo;

T mourn her, and the while I weep,—my spirit-child I feel her near,
er sweet breath fanning on my cheek, her soft voice whisp’ring in

my ear.

“1 pray thee, mother, do not fret,””—and thus she ever scems to say,
“Wo'll meet and love cach other yet,—chase, chase your fruitless
tears away.,”
And 8o I feel, as though a chain, a spirif.chain I cannot sce,
Extending from tho heart and brain, were link'd "twixt her and me.

She iz not dead ! my Eva sweet ! she lives in realms of love,
And down this spivit-chain deseends, to bid me look above.

And though I know my little worth, compared to such asher,
The love sho gave so frec on carth, she’ll not deny me there.

Watch o’er me, then, my Eva, if 'chance thy spirit’s near,
Whene'er in faith I falter, still whisper in mine ear,—

Aud draw the chain still tighter, lest my thoughts should go astray,
*Twill make the burden lighter, when from carth I pass away.

Cunep sy Tne Sereits.—Mr. Ashly Clark, of Elbridge,
N. Y., writes us that he was sick, very sick, even unto death, And not-
withstanding the importunities of s wite aud family to call in a doctor,
Le persistently refused.  When to all appearance he was near his death,
he was suddenly made to rise up, take & pen and paper, and write :
“You are surrounded by invisible beings that shall make you well again,”
At this moment his pain left him; he fell into a gentle perspiration,
and respired easy and natural, and was fully restored to health, saveo
the want of strength, And “gratitude, gratitude, gratitude ! fell from
his lips,  Many in the neighbourhood had recently died of the same or
similar discase.—Banner of Light.

Cure 3y Lavriye oN oF HaxNps.—One of our subserihers,
D. @. Estell, writing from Belvidere, Illinois, says :— I know of one of
the greatest spirit cures by the luying on of hands, done in this town in
the fall and early part of the winter of 1863, that I ever heard of. The
case was this: the subject was a man hetween fifty and sixty years of
age who drank to excess, nte opium almost by the wholesale, had tho
dropry on the heart, had dysepsia for more than thirty years, and bron.-
chitis, and was cured in two wmonths, The medium was a female,—
Banner of Light.

Spirit upon Spirit.
PART THE SIXTH.

Tho conference of March of the 5th here continued :-—
I read as follows from Judge Edmonds.

“You said children do not grow in size in the spirit land faster
than on earth. I have heard read a communication from the spirit
world which says they do. Which is right, and why this discrepancy p*

t was answered :—

I toach you in secordance with God's laws, both on carth and in tho
spirit world ; therefore, when T havo said any thing seemingly in.
compatiblo with the operation of those laws, and which to your mind,
doces not correspond with what you know of the effect of laws which are
I apparent contradiction, then you have good right to question the cor-
rectness of my teaching; but Ihavetaught you that God has instituted
laws, predicated upon principles cocval with himsclf, and therefore he

cannot depart from them. Now, spivits posesses ovganization, and issub-.
ject to the laws of that organization as well as you on earth are subject to
the laws of materiality. The effects of the laws operating on our or-
ganization is almost precisely the same as the laws operating on yours.
We are divested, it s true, of tho grosser particles of your nature,
and wo are spared all the evils which that orvganization induces, yet
we do not live here by any special administration of the power of God,
neither is the spirit world conducted by miracle. We act and live,
we work, we toil, we develop just as you do on earth, only the internal,
which is the essence of the everlasting prineiple of God himself (as it
emanated from Ilim), expands in a greater ratio than the body,  Take
no statements, therefore, that are not based on laws satisfactory to
your judgmont, and depend upon it, that when any revelation is made
having tho garment of marvellousness weappod about it, that either
it is a compound of the medium’s imagination, or it cmauates from
some epirit whose veracity is to be doubted. I therefore say there is
no diserepancy to your mind, neither has there been. You have
asked this question to reconcile a diserepancy of statement, but the
fact, novertheless, was as apparent to your mind as the solution of any
other question based on the laws which govern tho whole of God’s
universe, of which we claim to be a part.

The question concerning the sex of a child about to be born, and
the Iaws predetermining it, was brought up and answered, whereupon
the spirit commenting upon Judge Edmonds’s work, and the assertions
of his spivit friends, observed :—

B. Therc arc mysteries that no spirit can answer. The Creator
alone dircets those things, and from the way in which the multiplica-
tion of all beings is continued, the wisdom of it may be perceived ;
nc@tl\clr could man nor cven angel command the sex of a child or other
animal. '

The perusal of Judge Xdmonds’s work was resumed :—

Section Nine, Saturday, April 23rd, 1853.

After some preliminary remarks the spirit Bacon wrote as follows :—

In your daily connection with the world there is much to annoy, to
perplex, to worry ; but to the man who sincerely looks beyond the
boundaries of time, and earnestly desires for wisdom, there is much,
very much to be learned, oven from things which can not be seen.
Time in its passage makes its impress on both man and matter. Learn,
there is no thought, no action of mind with mind, but makes its im-
press too on the remotest bounds of eternity. Now mark this ex.
pression, and weigh it well.  View tho groat scope of this boundless
influence. There is no net cither, with the full consent of your mind,
but has no direet influence on spirit for good or evil. Ifow intimate,
therefore, the connection, how boundless the power, that from your
mind controls even spirit action in this world!

Judge K. asked whether by “this world” he meant Ais world or
ours, and he answered his.

It is so for over. God’s spirit is in overthing. It porvados
evorything, and fills with tho evidences of his power every part of 1is
creation.  Our aflinities for good or ¢vil moet with their likes or dis-
likes here, and compel, if indeed good, the subwmission of carthly
spirits to the grand, the noble influenee of that principle which is the
characteristic of our heavenly Father. * * % In tho ideas which |
have just writton, I-mean to bo understood to say that evil thoughts,
opposcd as thoy are to tho great principle as the foundation on which
the whole universe was constructed, that is, Goodness or Truth, scck
out from every part of creation a correspondence. It cannot minglo
with it, but finds elements of its own to which it assimilatos, and a con-
genial mixture to which it corresponds; but the good, the true, the
boeautiful—and they are all alike—find thoir constituents in that which
is of God himself.,

Here the spirit suddenly intorrupted the veading, rapidly writing —
R. Good! .

It is this which, when spirits are undeveloped, roaming through the
boundaries near to earth, and finding no abiding place, gleaning from
no connection the least moiety of happiness, it is this prineiple of good,
this germ of truth, which is breathed on thom as it were by the spirit
of God, and impels them to seck for happiness in progression through
the highor spherea. They say, who are opposed to these rovelations,
we teach doctrines contrary to the Bible.

They believo in a holl, in a place of punishment, whero spirits aro
fortured oither by othor spirits more evil, or by their own thoughts;
but even wero this so (I know I teach no doctrines untrue, no doctrine
which tho Great Spirit himsolf would not justify) can you imagine a
portion of that germ, pure and self oxistent, could be confined in a

place where thore is no hope, where the spirit could not progress?

03 even were this so, were cven the hell existing, as it is said, no
spirit could remain there; for the im{)olliug forco of that power which
is of God would send it solf-secking the universoe through, to seok that
food for which ita nature so much cares. Confine it as you may, bind it
with bonds of ervor and evil, and the spirit will burst all shackles, and
rise in the power of its inherent might, and soek the source from which
it sprang. To this sourco do we all tend ; some in one position, somo
in another, but all arriving at last at that poiut at which His nature
can be most developod.

Bacox.

R. This is very good. No one can roasonably conceive that the
great Creator would allow man to enduro oternal punishment; even
on ecarth thore is no one so completely lost as not to show some spark
of the Divine Spirit, however it may be enveloped and disturbed by
ovi] possions,
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1. What do you mean by the remark, “{ho feqlings and aﬂ'ect.it.)ns
of our friends govern our action here; and according to the condition
of your feelings, so can we respond 2" ) ) "

Why, if your feelings ave adverso to ours, if they are mixed with
doubts, if they are not elevated by the desirve of arriving at truth, if
thero is anything but the true motive to receive from us the facts and
developments of the spirit world, they repel your friends, and draw
around you a class of spirits whose manifestations correspond with
the nnworthy characteristics of thought and purpose governiing your
own minds. .,

9. You say, *the spirit will not sleep il the body docs.

irit never slecp ? o
th%zgzainly it docsI: put I referrcd to the subject of that night’s
g 1 thoughi otion of mind with mind,

. say, ‘““there is no thought, no ach " y
bu% m;}l:z: itsyi,mprcss on the remotest bounds of ch‘armty.“? 'l;im:l, flf
course, refers to the future? the future of us, or of others n
either case, how is this ? ] ) .

This will occupy too long now, to cxplain in detail. S‘u{{icf :: t\hcrﬁ
all good thoughts influenco mind everywhere, for the pms?m1 1)1 well
as future. Ivil developes evil, and its control over the _n\‘xp(l of o
has been witnessed by every ago of the world. The I_n‘mu}p e 1:; ! \;r
God is good. Goodness is of God ; .themfor.o every ‘t,hmg, t] \.t_)tug‘:’ !
act, partaking of that nature, has its relative effoct on spirit every-
whero as emanating from God. .

4. You say, *thero is no act with the {:nl’l, consent of our dnum s
but has its influence on spiri({ for é;ood or evil.”  What spirits do you

ean, that of the actor or others )

" Bo;h. The fate of a spirit is within its own control, buvb the 1r11\£1u‘-7
enco of good is as general and specific in our world as in ?01111‘\;. : ttl"e
if some mind developes a good thoughb in your country, (f.;o .11.9t. _1“
minds of individuals receivo and profit by it in Rurope? R 1};\ i .‘Bﬂl !
affinity with you likewise receive the good you generate, otx‘x::;tt,}\;l 1 (:h
good generated through you, smd‘the)", responding, circulate it throug
the sphercs where they dwell.  So with ovil.

Docs

Whereupon the spirit wroto :—
R. Good. )
3 i stant kind, we desisted—
And, after a few more remarks of an unimportan » WO ¢ d—
this terminating the conferonce of the 5th of March. The lx.vnlnt,)lf
perceives this to bo a good opportunity to terminato this por utn of
the papers, as the rcsponses Lo bo given in the sovent\}t \Pml"-?c
long, and would very inconveniontly add to the length of the articie.
’ K. R. 1L. M.
8th, 1464.
Moy ’ (To be continued.)

Glorrespoudensee.

JR—

[ Wedonot kold ourselves responsible for the opinions of correspondents.]

L oq our correspondents to spare us Lhe necessily of either
[”aar:';‘t:ztil?;g otlm'r comﬁnwicatiam‘ or amitting them ul’lo‘qelhe:;
There seems a tendency lo prolixily mfhfr. than conciseness ;
gome, whose names we need not instance. Whilst we are ancious (o
anco:lrar/e debate and feel desirous of giving each wmirtbu'lor (m"qp};
portunizy, e cannot conlinue Lo take notice of communications 1t "IIP
run to incongruous lengths. I [f our norresp.(mflents would consit r:r
Jor themselves they must see that the admission of len_qglz‘z/ tetters
necessarily keeps out of the paper other p'erlmpn more interesting
matter. Correspondence should be writlen in « plain, Lold lmml,]on
one side only of the paper, leaving a clear margin. Such a p t;n
would save us much unpleasant labour, and serve the purpose of the
writers equally as well as the ordinary plan of crowding the pa }]eg
s0 much ag {o require o magnifying glass aml the patience q//“_ l ‘a
to decipher the words. If our Jriends will concentrate their ‘:;'zas
and keep thens well ordered within reasonable compass, both Edilor
and reader will have thanks to offer.—Ep.]

PRS-

Extremes.
To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

Srp,—A truth which eannot bo too deeply ix:u‘prcssc(] .uponf the
minds of all is, that all extremes are dangerous. The position o pmg
in this respect is, however, very diflicult; it may ho aptly 11}ustm§ul
as that of 8 man walking ona high and lmrruw.wall ; on either sido
i n yawning abyss into \vlgich how ensy \yuuld‘ it not be to fall, but
ho must carcfully ehoose his steps, and fixing his oyo upon tho gual of
his journey, must walk' u;}(nltxarxingl)'. Even so must we in all things

) rithout prejudice.

“titntl:xllg\ g;l)i:'itunllistf;), as among every other class, there are thoso
who fall into oxtremes. The)f may be and doubtless are zealous in
the eause, firm snd truo as far as tlmy'go, but they injure the very
plant which_they wish to nurture. We must remember that we do
not enjoy the privilegoe of spirit intoreourse in uw!cr that all our
actions may be guided by those out of the flesh; in that case we
should have no need of judgment or direction, nr'u} ina grent mensure
would oease to be responsible for our actions. That this was novor
intended must appear to sll, and those among us who persiat in trivial
onquiries will assuredly draw around themn inferior spirits, who
abusing the excessive erodulity they see, will eall themselves by false
names, and in o thousand ways deceive the deluded.

‘Whon & sceptic hears that the spirit of some saint is consulted
hourly, and ever ready to nuswer as to the .m:magcmqnt of household
affairs, ho is coutent to judge all Spiritualism by this, and say, does

not the absurdity of the doctrine lie on tho very surface? To thaso
who are really thus deluded I would say, are you so purcin heart and
mind as to be constantly in conncetion with high and holy spirits ?
As in naturo life associates with life, are you pure enough in all your
aspirations and thoughts to bo of a kindred nature with God’s elect ?

Some may objoct that the physician comes not for the whole, but
for the sick, and this applies to our question in a certain degreo;
though the Apostles may have great and loving missions to fill, can it
be that they are ever ready and willing to arrange the pros’ and cons’
of ordinary lifo? This, auy who have seriously thought on the subject
will not readily admit.

This oxtremo is in its way almost as dangerous as the other which
denies any spirit intercourse, and even does the eause more injury, for
it exeites much derision without arousing curiosity. The thus over-
credulous will be looked upon by sceptics as monomaniaes, into whose
theories it would be only time wasted to enquire.

St. Paul says, try tho spirits, and the difliculty ean bo obviated by
asking in the name of the Saviour whethor tho spirit bo truthful. Lot
us not because we rcecive an elevating messago from Summor land,
purporting to be from a Saint or Apostlo, believe it implicitly to be so
until we hiave tested and proved its author, Tho disciplos and apostles
must be too pure and holy to revisit earth unless there be some mission
appertaining to greater interests Lthan those of daily hfe.

T T

Right or Wrong.
To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

Sir,—I regard your correspondent Mr. T. T. Barkas as a shrewd
and elever man, but my experience of Spiritunlism does not lead me to
whnt appears to be his conclusions. o says ““that wo have no satis-
factory evidence that the porsons who propose to communicate are the
persens who are communicating.”

Timagine satisfactory proofs have much to do with tho order or
stato of minds receiving thom. Somo persons seom to be so constituted
that no kind of evidence will enable them to believe that spirits do
communicate,

None ean consistently be in a position to determine for others what
constitutes satisfactory ovidenco.

In the ancient seriptural” times tho spiritual beings communicating
ave callod angels, yet this, as o designation, is not a prool that they
were not epirits of the departed ones.  In the case (ns wo will supposc)
of Adam communicating with tho prophot Joremiak, which is tv say
that by that time Adam had not progressed in the spheres to become
an angel, either of the spiritual or celostinl hoavens,  Man comnes into
tho world a little lowor than the angels, porhaps herealtor to beeome
an angel.

Some progressed spirits in their communications ave stated to have
said that the conditions of spirits dwelling nearver to the earth eapaci-
tate them for lifting tables, and for bettor executing physical manifes-
tations than the higher spirits. 1'ossibly tho angel that is said to have
loosened the chains f{rom Peter, enabling him o escapo from prison,
was ono of these employed by bright ones in his company.  So of tho
sngel said to have removed the stene from the Sepulchre—the account
given by the woman (as we read in Mark) is that, on “entering into
the Bepulchve, they saw a young inan sitting on the right side, clothed
in o long white garment.” '

A strong proof that in ancient times, spirits of the departed com.
munieating were regarded and called angels, is furnishod in the history
of Bt. John,

In the last chapter of Revelations, vorse 6, it is writton, “and the
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angol to show unto his servanis
tho things which must shortly come to pass”—important communica-
tion. In verse 8, 8. John is doseribed as fulling down to worship
hefore the feast of the angel, and in the following verse ho is forbidden
this, tho angel ealling himself one of his brethren the prophets.

If it is a law of cxistence that the spirits of the departed, either
cannot or should not communicate with moen. 1T consider that law
would not havo been broken in this instance, nor would Josus and the
spirits of Moses and Elias havo violated divine law to hold converse
on the mount.

The Old Testament stato of things is said to have been according
to the * disposition of angels,” who somotimos spake with tho *Thus
anith the Lord,” causing minds in that day to conclude that the Lord
then spako to them ; and in the Now Testament times striking ovidenco
is afforded of spiritusl communications, when tho spirits spake with
tongues, &e. .

Why should it bo concluded that in those unprogressed ages alone,
men should bo privileged to have intercourse with good spirits and
angels, or that their conditions made it more possible than in our own
more progrossed orn, or that angels elovated cannot, through suitably
selocted and propared mediums, as well communicato now as then,
and that when communicating they eannot furnish the world with in-
struction as worthy of reverence as at those periods, so that saints on
carth and in heaven may now bo ennblonl to lold sensible com.
munion ? ‘.

1f the ancionts held communientions with angelic spirits, all spiritual

communication was not then forbidden, but ovidently only such as -

was common to Bgyptian idolators with low or(}ors of spgrits callod
familiars, and which practico the Isvaclites inherited ;.such inforcourse
being hold from low, selflsh, and merely worldly motives.
Phis kind of commuuication is in like manner scon to be now for.
idde rood spirits.
bl%(zlttl‘ll ll::)r.rvgi”ng deimrtcd from those conditions of heart which enabled
him to have intercourso with angelic spirits in tho then ordmu‘ry way,
by Urim and tho prophels, &e., was lod 1o consult the witeh of Endor to
communo with Samucl.
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Tt is doubtful that she was a witch, for had she been such how could
he expect that so good an one as Samuel would communicate through
her? In all probability she was what would now be called a clairvoy.
ante. Saul had not long before put out of the land the wizards, and
those that had familiar spirits.

1t is true there may be false and hypocritical spirits who communi-

cate, as there are hypocritical men who preach to us on earth, but this '

supplies no greater reason for discarding spiritual intercourse than for
rofusing to hear all preachers. Inthe exercise of every test discernable
and acquired by experience, christian charity will enable us to believe
them truthfully disposed until discovered to be deceptive. Mediums
advanced in spiritual life to become seers, have sn advantage over
others in being enabled to aee the spirits, and as circles increase in
number for reverent intercourse the number of these may be multiplied,
and & greater number of spirits of the higher order enabled to com-
municate, The physical manifestationsare doubtless designed to bring
science to more senaual or material minds, and to lead on to manifes.
tations of a higher nature ns men become better, and their aflinity
more elevated. Some of the teachings of Spiritualism have greatly
informed my own mind on some subjects, and have also enabled me
more correctly to discern the meanings of much seripture teaching,

Finding so far as I have been enabled to judge that, the higher class
spirits do not affirm the prevalent doctrines among men of salvation
through a faith in Christ’s personal righteousness and bodily death,
1 determined well to investigate each department of the scriptures
bearing on such subjects, and have found to the full satisfaction of my
mind that the spirits teach rightly according to true scriptural
meaning, and divines wrongly.

I remain, sir, yours, &e.,

P.W.

Spiritualism versus Orthodoxy, alias
New-Church.

To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

Sir,—In reply to your New-.church correspondent, writing from
the dogmatical standfast of creed, assumes infallibility and the mantle
of bigotry and intolerance in his first paragraph. Let him disprove
the proof toxts given in the last article. Like many of the orthodox
reasoners, he gives us the Satanical theory to all that differs from his
standard of « orthodoxy,” and sublimely tells us that if spirits teach
ﬂu.xtl Jesus is the ““Son of God,” they must ipso facto be “evil
8pirits.”’ Very natural and charitable this. Let him prove his points
before he wickedly hands over to the Devil thousands of Christians
and myriads of spirits equally as good as himself, both in morals and
religion, faith and practice. As Albert Bayer gives us some proof
Passagea in support of the worship of Christ and the *supreme
divinity of Jesus,” we will just reply to them seriatim, Mr. Sayer’s
first proof text is based on an incorrect translation of the 25th verse
of the Epistle of 8t. Jude. In Gries Bach’s text, the verse reads as
follows :—And unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to
place you in the sight of Iis glory, faultless, with joy, the only God
our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory and majesty,.
dominion and power, both now and throughout all ages. Admen.”
Mvr, Sayer must see that the omission of the words from the text,
““through Jesus Christ our Lord,” gives quite another meaning, and
the correct translation proves the sonskip of the son, and not the duty
of Christ. The mnext text, Revelations, lst chapter, 8th and 11th
verses, does not teach the worship of Jesus Christ. The Revelation
of J esus Christ, which God gave unto Him does not imply that Jesus
Christ is one and the same person with the Father. If you will read
Gres Bach's text, or SumueFSharpe’s translation of the text, you will
find that the words *“Lord God” are spoken of the Father though
the Son, as the comlng Almighty, and Alpha and Omogs, in the work
of human redemption. The passages referred to in Isaiah does not
expressly teach the snpreme deity of Christ. There are many pas.
sages that speak of the Father as a Saviour and Redeemer, without
special reference to the deity of Jesus Christ. The texts in question
simply teaches that God is one only God, and the Saviour of His
people. Mr. Sayer next attempts to prove the omniscience of Christ
from Luke, 6th chaptor, 8th verse, and John 1st chapter, 48th verse;
by the same methad of reasoning, the opposite can be proven. Jesus
says: *“Of that day and hour knoweth no man, not even the Son,
but the Father only.” It is strange that creed should so blind the
vision as to produce such statements as these modern scers and clair.
voyantes can both read thoughts and see at a distance, ave they,
therefore, *omniscient,” and gods ? Yet, to such absurd conclusions
would My, Sayer's proposition lead us. Christ was simply a fully de-
veloped seer, and saw with the spiritual eye the unscen thoughts and
emotion of the human mind. As a Son of God he claimed to be the
one Highest, and the first in the mouths of the apostles, seers, and
prophets. Mr, Sayer next trys to prove the *omnipresence” of
Jdesus from the passage in Matthew, 18th chapter, 20th verse, “ For
where two or thiree are gatheved together in my name, there Iam in
the midst of them, and that to bless them. And lo I am with you
alwa‘y, even unto the end of the world.” These words are said of
Christ as being gn-esent by His grace and assistance, for which it is
obvious his bodily presenco is not required. Do we not commonly
sco and porceive amongst men that s king has power over his own
dominions ? Again, St. Paul says, 1 Corinthians, 5th chapter, 3rd
vorse, “For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit. And
tothe Colossians, 2nd chapter, 5th verse, Ho says, Thongh I am ab.
sent in the flesh, yet T am with you in thespirit. Ts 8t. Paul omni.
present? I trow not. Bishop Sherlock says ¢ the promise annexed :
and lo T am with you to the end of the world, must be relative to the
&postles commission, and they could depend on it no longer than

"the remarkable mediuwship of Mr. Home,.

whilst they kept within the limits of that commission, which was to
teach what Christ had commanded.” The meaning of Christ is
plain enough, if creeds and dogmas did not blind our eyes. Christ
and all His “holy angels ** are ever present wherever there are wait.
ing and willing souls ready to be blessed; yet they are only God’s
ambassadora,

Mr. Sayer next proceeds to ascribe omnipotence to Jesus, from
Matthew, 28th chapter, 18th verse, and John, 10th chapter, 18 verse.
The text teaches that Christ is supreme ruler in the Christian Church.
Both on earth and in Heaven all power is given unto Him by His
Father, until all things are subdued ; then shall the Son also Himself
be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be
all.in-all. 1 Corinthians, 16th chapter, 24th and 20th verses. There
is no other omnipotence here but what refers to the gift of the Father
to our Lord Jesus Christ as His well-beloved Son. The other passage,
John, 10th chapter, 18 verse, “ Grotius tells us may read thus: “I
have power to rescue my life from present dm}lfer," that is, Jeaus
could lay down His life if it wase the will of His Heavenly Yather, or
He could take it up again.” His spiritual power was such, that if He
g0 willed he could escape out of their hands.

Will Mr, Sayor give us the proof texts where Christ always per-
mitted worship to be paid to Him in the Gospels and Epistles, if they
are 80 numerous, let us have a list of them, chapter and verse. Wil
he also be good enough to take up my thirteen points, and honestly
meet them text by text, s I have met his three points, and deal
honestly with the subject. In reference to the fulness of the God-
head bodily, that I do not dispute. 1 deny the assertion that any text
can be found whose direct meaning and literal and correct translation
will teach the worship of the Son instead of the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The passages in Isaish are explained by orthodox commentators
quite diffevently to what our friend makes them mean. Samuel White,
M.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, in his commentary on
Tsaiah, says: “ That is, he (King Hezekiah) shall reign on the throne
of David as the metaphor signifies, and as the prophet more fully ex-
plains himself in the following verse, which cannot be literally true
of our Saviour whose kingdom was not of the world, as David’s was.”
Martin Luther, Professor Stuart, Calmet, H. Horne, and others may
be quoted. In the Old Testament we find a person called “EL,”
which means “my God." Is Eli God? Another person is called
s Tthiel,”” which means God with me,” Is Ithiel God? Another is
called * Abiel,” which means * God my Father.” Is Abiel God?
Another is ealled * Hiel,”” which being explained is “the living Grod.”
Is Hicl God? An angel is called * Gabriel,” which means ‘“the
mighty God." Is Gabriel God? How many God’s yvould we have
if the namo of a person which significs God establishes that dis.
tinetion.

"The passage in St. John’s Gospel comes under the same law of biblieal
criticism. The passage does not say that Jesus Christ is God; that the
word * Logos,” which signifies the “ wisdom of God,” and which is in
tho text called God was given to Jesus Christ. If you will read “ Gries
Bach’s text” you will find a different reading, why “all things were
made through it, and without it was not unything made whatever.”
What was made by means of it was life, and the life was the light of
men, and the light shined in the darknoss, and the darkness comprehen-
ded it not. You will see the little word i¢ makes a serious difference
to your word him. Now what iy implied by i¢7 Why, reason, life,
divine intelligence, wisdom, &c., as authorities refer to Dr. Campbell,
Tyndall’s Bible, Dr.-Wall, Leclere, Dr. Joln Wallis, Dr. Thomas Brown,
Dr. Parr,—all give the same explanation that the word refers to the
wisdom of God, reason of God, life of God, word of God, &. The state-
ment, thercfore, that Jesus Clirist iy called God in the first verses of
Johw’s (Gospel is simply untrue, that all things are there laid void by
Jesus Christ is equally untrye, as the correct translation will simply
prove,

Finally, will our friend pull off his Babylonian garment and divest
himself of the gonts horns, and cease to gore his fellow christians und
the angelic ministry a3 antichristian and devilish.

If the spirits are right our friend is guilty of a wicked slander in
calling them devils, whom God both sent as His holy angels. Let
him, therefore, refrain from such terms until he can prove them such.

Yours sincerely,
D’ ESPRIT,

Yes, it is a fact which will be hailed with satisfaction by all
—und in a special degree by Dr. Ashburner—who, like myself, have
borne the burden of the fight, that Dr, Elliotson has at length had the
good fortune to be satistied by the evidence obtained recently through
“1 am,” Dr. Elliotson said
to me, and it is with his sanction that I make the aunouncement, “now
quite sutistied of the reulity of the phenomena. I am not yot prepared -
to admit that they are produced by the agency of spirits. 1 do not
deny this, as I am unuble to satisfactorily account for what I have seon
on any other hypothesis, The explanations which have been made to

-necount for the phenomena do not satisfy me, but I desire to reserve my

decision on that point for the present. I am free, however, to say that”™
1 rogret the opportunity of obtaining satisfactory evidence was not
afforded me at an earlier period. What I huve seen lately has made a
deep impression on iy mind, and the rocognition of the reality of these
manifestations, from whatever cause, is tending to revolutionize my
thoughts and feelings on almost every subject.”—Spiritual Magazine
Jor May.
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JUST PUBLISHED.
Cloth, flscp. 8vo., 170 p.p., price 2s,

Spiritualism: its Facts and Phases,
Tllustrated with Persoual Fxperiences,
And  Fac-similes of Spirit-Writing,
BY J. II. POWELL,
——

As an individual contribution to the general mass of testh'nony on
this great topic of the age, it is very valnable.—William Howitt.

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he received to queries are

emarkable, and as ho is evidently a truthful writer we eannot du other
than advise the public to cousult the work. * # * Many pursns
will read Mr. Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no lack of the
marvellous set forth in vigorous language.—~Public Opinion, March
12th, 1864. .

Mr. Powell gives sn evidently honest, straightforward relation of
his experiences, showing how he became convinced, and sustaining his
conclusions by scriptural and other argument; and relating many original
facts of the supernatural kind, There is also, in his book, the fac :mmle
of the handwriting of a relative of Mr, Cooper’s who has been in the
spirit-world more than thirty ‘yoears; and fae simile of her au.togruph
when in the body, o that the reader can perceive at o glance the identity
of the handwriting in both, though un interval of thirty-four yonrs
separutes the two, 'The fac simile of the medium’s (Mr. Cooper’s
duughter) usual handwriting is also given, and is entirely different from
the others. The work is published very cheap (2s.), and we hope it may
have a wide circulation.—The Spiritual Magazine.

The sum of the matter is, that if one has a curiosity to know what
Spiritualism really is, and what it actually aims at, he will gain a better
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s solume than from any other
that has yet been published, not even excepting that of the great apostle
medium, Mr. Home himself.—T%e Caledonian Mercury, Saturday,
March 12th, 1864,
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Clippings from Manuscript—812 p.p., cloth, 2s. 6d.
Eastbourne Guide,—in stiff wrapper, 6d.

May be had of the Author, 4, Portland.place, Eastbourne,
SBussex.

Teap. 8vo., p.p. 49, prico 7d., post-free,

A Few Words on the Pentateuch, Inspiration, Spiritualism,
and Animal Magnetism, and on the Rights, Interests, and Duties
of the Laity. By a Layuax, -

Jaxes Bunxs, Progressive Library, Camberwell, London,

Shorthand—Pitman’s Phonographic Teacher,—6d.
Shorthand—Pitman’s Phonographic Manual—Freo by Post,
1s. 6d.
Phonography is easily loarned, and is of inestimable value,
London : B, P1T™aN, 20, Paternoster.row, E.C.
. Bath : L Pitumax, Parsonage-lane,

Now ready,
Printed in crown 8vo., about 420p.p., price 9.

The Two Worlds,—the Natural and the Supernatural;
their intimato connexion and relation illustrated by examples and
testimonies, ancient and modern ; hy TnoMas Brrvior.,

London: F. Prryay, 20, Paternoster-row, E.C.

On the 1st of every month, price 6d., A
THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

London: F, PrrMax, 20, Paternoster-row, E,C,

A Lady WRITING-MEDIUM, of extraordinary power,
wishes a Partner, who can command eapital, to open a first-class
spiritual Communion, for consolation for the bereaved. Bhe can com-
yatne with the departed immedistely after the Spirit leaves the body!
who are not dead, but living! and will communicate most delightful
intelligence from the Spirit-world. ~ N.I.-—8ceptics can be taught
to write fur themsclves, quite independent of the medium,

References exchanged. 8. ., Post Office; Croydon, Surrey.

NEW MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS.

Qur Rifles are Ready! Hurrah!

A Song for Volunteers.

Words by T. SuorTER; Music by R. CoorEr.
(Easy and Elfective.)
FIRST VERSE.

‘Who says we are craven and cold,
Unwuorthy the land of our sires?

That our hearts worship nothing but ,;uld
And quench’d are our patriot fires ?

They lie! for our dear native Jand,
Renown'd from the ages afar,

Prepared againat all foes we stand,
Our Ritles are ready ! Hurrah!
Crorvs—Then u}x with the Rifle! Huyrah!

Also,

The Evening Star. Part Song, with voice parts complete. The
two compositions are published together, and can be had post-free,
for 18 stamps.

Two first-class pieces. If tho choral organization, onco so much
talked about, still exist among tho Volunteers, the first song should
be at once taken up by them. It is arranged as a solo and chorus, has
sensible words, and a very spirited melody, remarkably appropriate
to the sentiments expressed. Thero is a ‘““swing™ also in the air which
will mako the song favourably listened to from even a poor voice.
"The compuss is not extensive, but woll chosen for general and effective
singing. The part-song is on the same sheet, making tho purchase
an unusually cheap one. The harmony of this latter composition
is excellent, and the flowing theme is well divided, s0 as to show off
the several parts. 'Tho song is for four voices, and, if well balanced,
the ensemble should be charming. The modulation is especially refined
and scholarly.—Brighton Guardian,

Merzier & Co., London and Brighton.
Also by the same Composer, Price 2s. each,
Over the Downs (Words by J. H. Powell).—Song and Chorus
as sung with great applanse at the Philharmonic Hall, Islington.
Thekla’s Song (from Schiller’s Piccolomini).
The Better Land (Words by Mrs. Hemans).

I Have Something ta Tell You To-Night, Love (Words
by T, Loker.
The Christmas Hymn.—8olo, Duet, and Chorus.
T'he alove Pieces can be obtained at Ilalf.price.
Mr. Cooper has the poculiar faculty of associating with his compo.
gitions the very life and spirit of the poetry. Ile weds tho words to

melodies which add to their power, and invosts thom with speechful
boauty.~— Brighton Gazelte.

New Psalm and Hymn Tunes, Te Deum, and Twenty-
Four Original Chants, composed and arranged, with voice parts
complete, for the Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by RoBERT
CoorER.—Price 2s.; cloth, 2s. 6d, .

London: NoverLo & Co., 69, Dean.street, Soho.
The armonics, both in invention and arrangement, are musical to

a very high degree, and, altogether, the work is one which can be

strongly recommended, and will be suro to meet with approval.—
Brighton Gnardian,

Health in Nature,—a Practical Treatise, showing how *Good
Digestion waits on Appetite, and Health on both.” By R. Coorkz.
To be had of all Booksellera; Price 6d.

« Hoalth in Nature™ ig a littlo book all should read. It goes in the
way of soclgxl science, and in common eense diction clears the path to
health, It is about tho cheapest book of equal usefulness we have had
the pleasure to rcud.——-Eaafbourna Gazette,

May be had of ¥, Pitman, 20, Paternoster.row, London,

MESMERIC TREATMENT BY THE SEASIDE.

J. H. Powell, author of ¢8piritualism, its Facts and
Phases,” PRACTICAL MESMERIST, devotes his special attention
to the treatment and cure of Neuralgia, 8ninal Weakness, Doafness,
Tic-doloreaux, and all Nervous Affections. Ho is generally able to
offect o permanent cure, and can afford relief when all other offorts
havo failed.

Apartments and treatment on moderate terms. Eastbourne is a
qniet and pleasant watering.place, of conveniont aceess from London ;
abounds in charming scenery, and has tho reputation, according to
the Regiistrar-(}enoml’s report, of being the healthiest town in
England.

xgddmas +—J. H. POWELL, 4, Portland Placo, Eastbourne, Susser.

Now Ready, 8econd Edition, 1s.,
Olairvoya}xce: Hygienic and Medical. By Jacob Dixon,
L.S.A L.
Tondon : Jon CAvpwELy, 335, Strand, W.O.
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PRIMEVAL MAN.—THE ORIGIN, DECLENSION, AND
RESTORATION OFF THE RACE.—8piritual Revealings,

«For ns in Adam ALL die, even so in Christ shall ALL be made
alive ! "—1 Cor, 25, 22.

This work contains much that has never yet been brought before
any class of rcadcrla, 0351 le!t}m foufmt}l to 1hm'o an important bear-
ing opular disquisitions of the duy, .
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