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t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m e d i u m  r e v e l a t i o n s .

Since the introduction of the Spiritual Times our columns 
have been open to all opinions bearing upon the subject wo 
have at heart. As honest investigators we have invited in­
vestigation, fearless of consequences. To those who believe 
us in error we say, come and let us reason together. W e will 
give, as far as space will permit, a fair chance, without favor 
to one and all. Let the great questions involved in spiritual 
manifestations he fairly and boldly discussed. “  Let Truth 
and Falsehood grapple.”  No man gains permanent good by 
error; he may imagine a temporary money-benefit will com­
pensate for holding to the skirts of popular errors and fashion­
able prejudices; but he dares not calculate the moral and 
spiritual loss which is sure to be felt by him in the future. 
We only desire the truth, and deem it gain to lose temporary 
fleeting rewards for its sake ; therefore we place our opponents’ 
communications before our readers, conscious that truth will 
lose nothing by being subjected to the razor-edge of criticism.

Our readers will remember a communication headed “  The 
Degrading Nature of Medium Revelations,”  signed E . C. 
Mogridge, which appeared in the first number of the present 
series of our paper. Mr. Mogridge has written with evident 
caution, no doubt finding the subject one demanding the ex­
ercise o f that mental desideratum,

He opens his war-inagazine, and selects his weapons, not at 
at all rashly. He does not let the enemy discover the calibre 
of his great guns all at once, but he fires off' his pop-guns 
first, reserving his heavy cannon to the last. Admiring his 
taotics, we must, nevertheless, seeing his weak points, point 
them out. It always depends very much on the character of 
those we cross swords with whether we consider the conflict 
an honorable one or n o t; therefore we say at once, we have 
in Mr. Mogridge an opponent wo respect, because we know 
him to be a scholar and a gentleman.

Mr. Mogridge says “  The voice of all ages and all nations 
warns him against the folly of a too great incredulity, 
js, he admits, as Byron has it—

“  From tlio dead
“  A visitant at intervals appears.”

But lie by no means is led by the opinions of modern Spirit­
ualists.
We confess ourself at a loss to understand our friend in any 
other character, according to his own confession, than that of 
a Spiritualist. It is very true he sees much to disregard in 
modern manifestations, and who does not ? But if he can 
recognise the historical re-visitations of departed beings in 
any period, he must accept spiritual facts. Had he seen, with 
his own physical eyes, one-half of the manifestations we have, 
he would, we are -sure,find thatrmrre wonders tltSTRiru dreamed 
of in his philosophy abound.

He says further “ It is better to he left without any mani­
festation or visitation at all from the other world, than to re­
ceive one that should either puzzle the senses to explain it, or 
lower, in an insupportable degree, the character of our friend 
who has passed away and his surroundings after death.”

Apply this logic to other things beside Spiritualism,— what 
will be the result ? Why that it is better to he left without 
a knowledge of the operations of nature at all, than not to 
know absolutely everything connected with her marvellous 
workings. It is better to be left without a knowledge of God 
than to be in ignorance of His entire eternal attributes. 
Perhaps Mr. Mogridge will not [see tire parallel in the argu­
ment; but we poor, puzzled editorial, ignoramus, that wo 
are, cannot for the soul of us understand it in other sense. 
Granted, spiritual re-visitations and manifestations puzzle 
most puzzlingly if you will, what then ? is that an argument 
logically conclusive, that they have no actual existence ? 
The real fact is, spiritual manifestations are no more puzzling 
and inexplicable than other recognised phenomena, either in 
the realms of matter or of mind.

W e are in the habit of seeing tiro sun in the firmament. 
Time was when it was idolised as a deity, and perhaps is now 
in some remote parts o f the world. Is it better we should 
not see it at all, because it puzzles the senses wholly to ex­
plain its relationship to this and other worlds ? (we admit 
astronomy has discovered wonderful things concerning it, 
which are not absolutely understood, i. e., are puzzling to the 
senses). W e aro as much involved in the meshes of mystery 
as were our benighted, idolatrous, ignorant forefathers. Cer­
tainly, science has opened up new paths before untrodden, hut 
has science found out the grand secret of existence ? has it 
discovered the equinoctial line which divides the knowabh 
from the known ? I f  not, there is still, not only in Spiritual, 
ism, but in Materialism, and all things appertaining to human 
ife, much to puzzle the senses.



I S T H E  S P I R I T U A L  T I M  E S .

It is certainly amusing that clever men like Mr. Mogridge 
should enter a charge against spirit-manifestations so ludi­
crously ridiculous. I f  the facts of spirit-power can be sub­
stantiated, of what value are the puerile objections that we 
bad better have nothing to do with them unless they can bo 
embraced, according to certain fancies, and can unveil them­
selves free from mystery. Let our friend, Mr. Mogridge, ascer­
tain whether the alleged facts of modern spirit manifestations 
can be substantiated satisfactorily. I f  not, he is in a position 
to make a clean breast of the whole matter, and give a good 
argument in favor of matter. He has accepted the spiritual 
theory, admitting the attested facts of history. We can 
assure him, if he will decide on patient perseverance, that he 
can receive the testimony of many thousands in this country, 
to say nothing of America, France, and other more distant 
countries, where Spiritualists are numbered by millions. M ill 
lie not rather have living witnesses than dead ones ? W e may 
mention Mr. William llowitt, who, offers above seven years 
experience ; I’rofessor De Morgan ; I)rs. A s h b u r n e r ,  Wilkinson 
and Elliotson ;—we might add the names of scores in our own 
experience who aro unknown to fame, but who, nevertheless, 
are men o f standing and not over-dreamy disposition, all 
these, and millions of others, have testimony to offer in favor 
of spiritual truth. Will our friend accept their testimony as 
readily as he accepts the testimony of history in favor of the 
visitations of the departed at certain wide intervals of time f 
We aro ready to hear him say “  N o ! shew mo the manifesta­
tions for myself! ”  Very good ! then ask that you may see 
for yourself the manifestations recorded in sacred and profane 
history. I f testimony which appears through the medium of 
remote ages be accepted, and testimony which comes from 
living witnesses be ignored, there is no knowing how to esta­
blish a modem truth of any kind, because the logic which 
applies to Spiritualism applies to every other ism, even it it
be the cool ism of scepticism.

“  To speak of communications from our dead friends being receiv ed 
through a medium is to deprive such messages of their value."

How so? Do all natural external operations photograph the brum 
in a direct or in an indirect mediumistic manner ? W hat is the eye, 
but a medium for the brain ? What are the cars, but media for tlio 
brain ? What are the nostrils, bnt media for the brain ? The embryo, 
call it attain to childhood without passing through the medium of the 
womb ? The seedling, can it germinate into a sapling but through tlio 
medium of the soil ? What is light, but the medium through which 
the eye penetrates to distant objects ? What is prayer, but a modium 
through which the essence of gratitude and love ascends through the 
medium of spiritual magnetism to heaven ? Info is impossible without 
mediumship. How then cun spirit communications come without 
media ? That which is debasing flows through media, as well as that 
which is ethereal and pure. If gross sensual beings possess mediumistic 
organisms, and spiritual influx takes place, it is likely to be of a gross 
rather than a refined quality.

“  In vain shalt thou, or any call,
The Spirits from their golden day.
Except like them thou too ean’st say,

My spirit is at peace with all."
The argument leads us to th is: that mediums o f holy desires anil 

elevated souls, since like attracts like, will receive spiritual influxes ot 
a holy character. The gold must be melted to rid it ot the dross. I f  
people prefer the dross, and throw the gold away, they impoverish 
themselves.

The fault is not in the paucity of mediums, but in the choice o f 
them, ’ that harm results. If we cultivate the true, we shall reap its 
rewards,— if we cultivate the false, vice versa.

Mr. Mogridge takes the weak points with a steady aim, but he shoots 
beyond the mark, nevertheless. A tsid pair o f spectacles will serve the 
sight injuriously, or at least, will cause the objects they present to the 
mind to wear false and faded colors, lint are spectacles to be for ever 
foresworn in consequence ? A lame horso will run but lazily over shingles 
and perhaps fall, but ure horses to bo mistrusted in consequence ? Vos, 
lame ones. The same with spectacle»; mistrust defective ones. A bad 
sovereign is passed, do we believe in refusing good ones ever aftorwurds? 
I f  there were no good sovereigns, who would take the trouble to coin 
bad one» ? Then where is the logic o f collecting a few evidences of 
spiritual power which prove, not that spirit power does not exist, but 
that it manifests itself through defective mediumship ? I f  spiritualists 
were the jackasses their opponent* must deem them to lie, they would 
certainly bray out defences of the lower order of manifestations and

praise of the lowest character of media ; but their long ears aro not, 
we opine, long enough to he pulled in that direction anyhow.

W e desire to see this question of mediumship made most important. 
Unless we have good mediums we shall have very indifferent manifesta­
tions. Our great desiro is to see the advanced minds engaged fully and 
fairly in the investigation of spiritual manifestations. Wo know that 
a fair and full investigation must lead to a recognition of tlio phenomena 
of Spiritualism, in not only its lower, hut in its higher forms. Then let 
us look to it that wo nurture tlio gift of mediumship, as wo nurture our 
own souls, as given us for divlno purposes.

Mr. Mogridge deserves our thanks for Ids bold manner of presenting 
his metal; we cannot help it if we find it unsubstantial and vulnerable 
— that is his affair, not ours. Let him answer the few plain questions 
we have asked, before lie attempt to solve the mysteries of spirit 
phenomena., and in his ignorance, ro-assert that medium-revelations are 
degrading.

TO THE SPIRITU A L PUBLIC.

When wo started the Spiritual Times we were under the 
impression that it would have been hailed by the spiritual 
portion of the public as an auxiliary to the Spiritual Magazine. 
Conscious of the battle Spiritualism has to maintain in 
England, we counted the cost and difficulties in our wav ; 
nevertheless with a steady perseverance, we have kept at our 
post doing battle with the weapons at hand to the best of 
our ability, In its original form our paper was subjected 
to tho inconvenience of containing three pages of news foreign 
to the subject. This was a source of annoyance to many
of our friends. W e saw tlio necessity of a change, and
accordingly brought out the paper in its present form. We 
are glad to say that many of our readers have expressed their 
satisfaction at the alteration, and an increase in the sale of 
the paper has been tho result. .But with all, a sad 
a]>athy manifests itself. To make tho Spiritual Times 
self-supporting is our one earnest aim ; but up to the present 
time its Proprietors liave had to sacrifice to the cause, and, 
according to present prospects, seem to liave plenty of sacri­
fice of a similar kind to look forward to. Now why need 
this be ? I f  our friends, who are numerous, would canvass 
their friends, and increase the number of our subscribers ; or 
those who “ liave and to spare”  would contribute occasionally, 
according to their means, our own sacrifices would be lessened, 
and an increased circulation o f the paper woul result.

If the Spiritual Times really supplies a want in spiritual 
literature, it must surely be appreciated. W o only ask what 
is requisite to all publications, a fair field and ammunition,—  
with these we can make tho battle ours. Hut to carry on a 
warfare with insufficient ammunition and inefficient weapons 
is only to waste our strength fruitlessly.

Having at tho outset calculated a monetary loss, we shall 
not, under any circumstances, shirk our duties ; nevertheless, 
we can but urge upon all who are interested in maintaining a 
journal that shall deal liberally, like ours does, with the main 
questions involved in Spiritualism, to use their kind influence 
to lighten the burden which weighs heavily upon us. W e 
sincerely trust that all who have tho success of the Spiritual 
Times at heart, will, without delay, put their shoulders to tho 
wheel, and help tho vehicle up hill. We think tho increased 
interest which is manifested in spiritual matters in this country', 
evidences a firm basis on wliicli tlio truths of Spiritualism are 
based; there must, therefore, lie room for our journal, if  
friends will interest themselves in its circulation we feel 
confident of success.

The laws of Christ were a code superior to those of Moses. 
That ooilo supplemented tlio Jewish code. Thoro wore innovation, 
progress, and divine beauty in (Jhrist’s order of government. Lot our 
lives bo brought not within the forum of Moses, blit of Jesus. IIo 
taught progress—wo learn it from Him. Ho taught goodness—like 
Him we desire to be good, lfo  taught gentleness, peace, humility, 
patience, and compassion. As Ho wns, so should wo aspire to bo. 
Hut how wo can accept Old Testament rituals for other than mere 
matters of history, and at the same tiinu follow the example of our 
Sa\ iour is a problem wo cannot solve.—J. H, Powell's HpirUtialism, 

1 its Pacts and Phases.



T H E  S P 1 111 T U A L T I M E S . 1 9

Spirit upon Spirit.
FART THE THIRD.

The writer now continues tlie transcript of the proceedings of the 
20th February, 1862.

He continued to read as follows, from Judge Edmonds’ book:—
“  I enquired whether their locality was not governed by the affinity 

between their characteristics and those of the inhabitants of the planet 
were they went to reside ?”

It was answered :—
Certainly. Spirits, or rather bodies, arc horn in other planets, and 

it is this influence, both natural and spiritual, which guides the desig­
nation of the residence of bodies, born on earth or other globes, as 
well ns the locality of spirits after death.

“ I enquired if those who thus died here, and went to other planets, 
were there born again iutp the bodies of those planets ?”

It was answered :—
A man who has lived on earth until old age; who has cultivated his 

mind and desires— dies. Now, in proportion to his spiritual develop, 
ment does his spirit seek that place in which he will meet with corres­
ponding circumstances, which will assist him in accomplishing the 
more intense action of his mind, caused by the loss of his grosser part, 
or body.

When he arrives at the place of residence, his body assumes the 
characteristics of the inhabitants of that, place, whose organization is, 
of course, more ethereal and spiritual than if born on this earth. As 
spirits do not all possess the same degree of purity of nature, they, 
o f course, must, seek a like congeniality of organization, desires, and 
attributes. Many globes, spheres, or planets contain inhabitants of 
far inferior organization to man. Hut this affinity is a paramount 
law in every department of nature. The dog Will exhibit his affinity 
for one person in preference to another; and substances exist in nnturo 
whose affinities are so strong that they unite or attract toward eacli 
other, even when mixed in the most minute quantities. Fonder on 
these thoughts, and examine well every raw material, natural or 
divine, and you will find I  am correct.

---------- B acon.
1?. I think what I have said will apply to great part of that; hut 

we cannot allow that a spirit can be said to be born. All Spirit is 
originally an emanation from the Creator—however many it may 
have passed through—therefore it is inspired, not born.

Q. I presume the spirit in the book alludes rather to the individual 
vitalized spirit, without reference to metempsychosis, as it were ?

J2. Ferhaps so.
Q. You yourself have said that but few spirits, in proportion, pass 

through the world more than once.
R. So it is, hut the most of the spiritual world is filled from the 

souls of mortals—as when Hie spirit has been tried by the troubles of 
the world, and has gained the victory, it becomes more beautiful in 
proportion to the sorrows it has undergone. They may rise even to 
the first creation of angels.

After this response the writer read several pages of Judge Edmonds’ 
volume, hut the subject matter is trite for these papers, where other 
contributions should have space, therefore ho omits the un-essential 
parts, and proceeds to the transcript of more important matter.

“  W hy is it natural to suppose that God’s laws must be equal in 
their effect ?”

Because in every department of nature there is no strugglo to 
deviate from the ordained condition instituted, except in tho action of 
mind. Nothing in life, organized or unorganized, evinces any dispo. 
sitiou to rebel against tho state in which its attributes can bo exerted. 
But mind, which can reflect on the circumstances which control or 
influence it, is oftontimes disposed to question the condition, the re- 
suit of thoso circumstances; but the equality of tho effect is observable 
in the certainty of the action, and that no deviation takes placo as a 
law.

“  W hy is it incompatible with His naturo to place a pure spirit in 
contact with others opposed to it ? It is done on this earth all the 
while, and why not with you?”

I f  Goil places all kinds of good and bad spirits together on this 
earth, certainly the good do not seek the society of tho bad, and 
vice versa. Therefore to insure the happiness of the good, it would 
bo incompatible.

“  You say, to 1 place a pure spirit where it would retrograde, would 
bo incompatible with the primary law of the Creation.’ Yet it is dono 
here all tho while, and why not. elsewhere?”

No. It can not bo dono here or elsewhere, for a pure spirit cannot 
be so situated that it will not progress; but to place a pure spirit in 
a situation where it would retrograde, would conflict with the naturo 
it derived from God itself. I f  it could not progress, what wonld become 
of it? No spirit, even tho vilest, can bo placed in a situation where 
it is impossible to progress.

“ You say it is the condition of the spirit, after death, which governs 
tho birth of beings in that place? How is it true, that soino spirits, 
on ontering the embryo, are moro advanced than others?”

This question is answered simply thus (though the text is somewhat 
obscure) :— The condition or state which characterized it when born 
into the spirit world ; not the spirit born with the embryo. I would 
say, that to suppose tho spirit when first given of!from God, was evil, 
would knock away the whole foundation of our teachings. No, I do 
not mean so. This I  mean:— It is this affinity which governs the 
selection of the spirits born in those good spheres. When their ma­
terial nature is less gross, they possess tho ability in consequence, of 
rising faster than ourselves ; hut it is after their birth, not before.

“  Yrou say, ‘ affinity is a paramount law of nature.’ In this life it 
does not have full swing ; the circumstances which surround us prevent 
it. Now, may not, and do not, circumstances in tho next stage of ex- 
¡stance also prevent in a greater or less degree P”

Yes, in proportion to the ethereality of organization.

Jf. I think they forget that the free will of man is his great and 
noblest gift, and confound it with tho spirit which it governs.

Q. Would you kindly' give a definition of Spirit, as (hero seems a 
difficulty here ?

It. Possibly I have used the word spirit where I should have said soul.
Q. What is the distinction ?
It. I  think it is very small, but the best definition I  can give is, 

that the Spirit is the vital breath breathed into the sold, or immortal 
part of man, by the Creator, which causes him never to lose entirely 
his desire for higher things, and makes him still, in a degree, a portion 
of the divinity ; and it is that shows— that oven the greatest sinners 
may yet work out their supreme happiness.

Q. Am I to understand that tho spirit is tho breath of tho Creator 
breathed into man as an ultimate means of restoring him to a high 
placo in heaven, ns it is in itself an emanation of divinity?

it. Certainly. Tho Creator made nothing in vain, and certainly 
he did not make man to endure lasting misery ; but, with the trials 
(often called temptations) lie gave the way to escape.

Q. Then what definition would you give of tho soul ?
It. There must havo been a visible creation to receive the breath 

of life, which is the form, after tho passago of death.
Q. Ho you mean that the spirit is immortal, but that tho soul 

dies with tho outward form ?
It. No. Tho soul passes from the body by means of the spirit 

which gives it life.
Q. Yet wlmt is your definition of tho soul; in what, does it differ 

from the spirit ?
It. It is tho ethereal form which contains tho spirit. They aro 

really one, as ono would not exist without the other.
Here the evening conference was terminated with thanks. On 

Sunday evening, tho 21st o f February, 1861, I again resumed my in­
terrogations, and, after several preliminary and unimportant questions, 
commenced to read

Section Fice, Thursday, April 14th, 1853.
I am hero : I suluto you all in the name of God.

S w i ’ E D E X noito.
I mentioned that tho spirit, emanated from ono source, which was 

God, or the universal germ. This germ has neither sex nor speciality, 
but being implanted in the embryo, there assumes tho characteristics 
of the body, which is there to be developed. The exact time when the 
spirit, is introduced into tho embryo is not yet known, but the embryo 
must possess sufficient vitality to permit tho development of both 
spirit and body. Life is distinct from spirit, and tho union o f  the 
two is not understood, even by spirits of a higher development.

Q. You see that tho spirit says that “ life is distinct from spirit” ; 
this somewhat touches upon what we talked of last night .

It- I think it is at most a distinction without, a difference; as, 
without life, there would bo no spirit, and without spirit, no life. 
A ll life emanates from the Creator— tho whole universo is full o f life, 
though imperceptible to mortal eyes—and oven angels cannot ponotrato 
into all its mysteries. —-------

Having here arrived at a convenient break, the writer closes the 
paper under the impression, aud in the hope, that tho object of this 
publication is not misunderstood.

IC. R. II. M.
April 13th, 1861. (To he continued,)

Right or Wrong.
To the FD1TOH o f  the S P IR IT U A L  TIMFS.

Sin,— What does your correspondent T. P. Barkas mean ? W ill ho 
be kind enough to give us his theory in f a l l ! Let us havo his hypoth­
esis clearly stated. Is spiritualism, 1st. pneumatic—natural law with 
spirits; or is it 2nd. apneumatic— natural law without, spirits ? Does 
ho adopt Mary Jane of tho Spiritual Magazine for his daughter? If 
so, difficulties stand in his way. We have the testimony of Judgo 
Edmonds, A. .T. Davis, Horne and Harris of the present day, with 
thousands of other mediums who all testify to the spiritual 'theory. 
Wo havo had a Professor Hare whoso test of an independent invisible 
intelliyenee, apart from  them, is past dispute. A message was sent by 
the Professor through his apparatus, from ono State in tho United 
States to another, and the words of the message were given word for 
word, and the business done as correctly and completely ns tho magnetic 
telegraph could have done it. Ilow  was this done ? By what law ’!

It is evident. T. F. Barkas repudiates tho ministry of angels, and 
denies tho doctrine of spiritual communion which Mosheim tells us 
was admitted into the church and beforo tho altar as a Holy Power 
in tho early chur.h. W ill T. F. Barkas give an answer to tho following 
questions :— 1st. How can God tho injinile reveal to man the finite, a 
knowledge of tho infinite and eternal, unless through tho immediate 
agency of angels or spirits occupying a place between the infinito and 

finite, and adapted to the appreciation of mou ? John 1, xviii verso. 
Hebrews 1, xiv verse.

2nd. In communicating with man would God select messengers 
from some foreign realm, or the spirits o f  departed human beings in 
sympathy with man, ami best capable o f interpreting between God and 
man?

3rd. I f  the hiblo spiritualism is to ho believed on the testimony of 
dead men, living centuries ago, should not Spiritualism be believed 
on tlie evidence of those now living I 1st Corinthians, 15 ch. 0 verso. 
Matthew’s Gospel, 8 ch. 16 verse.

■tth. If psychology, illusion, collusion, electricity, od-foree, magne­
tism, biology, demonology, or anything else can w-aunt for modern 
spirit manifestations, may not everything of a similar character re- 
vealed in tho hiblo bo also accounted for by the same law and on tho 
same grounds?

5th and last. Can imperfect mortnls expeet perfect communications 
from God, angels, or departed spirits, while imperfect mediums aro 
of necessity used ns tho agents? (Seel Corinthians, 13 chap., 12 v.

Yours truly, JOSHUA WOOD.
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T H E  M E D I U M S .
A N  O H IO  I N A L  HP l i t  I T U  A  L  T A L L .

IK- J. H. POWELL.

When Mr. Humphrey looked at his watch, and saw that 
the time was past Cor postal departures that day, he felt vexed, 
because he was very eager to get an answer from Mr..Forbes. 
Hut like a true philosopher, he resolved to curl) his impatience, 
and managed to regain his mental equanimity just as his 
memory received an electric-like stroke, which made lvim con­
scious that in attending to spiritual matters he had forgotten 
to attend to temporal ones. He had that day learnt from his 
foreman that a timber merchant’s traveller had called upon 
him, and had been instructed to send in a goodly stock of 
timber which was in requisition. I t  being necessary that a 
cheque for a previous quantity of the same material should he 
sent off per post that day, Mr. Humphrey was unusually dis­
turbed, because he never before failed in settling money matters 
with punctuality. There was no need for much disturbance 
o f feeling, seeing that a few hours’ delay could make little 
difference with a firm which had for years done business 
with the shipwright. But it happened to annoy him 
to think that he should have allowed two important matters 
to be put off. He did not, however, allow himself to lose his 
temper, which with him was generally calm. He decided to 
make the best o f a bad job, and was in the act of locking his 
desk, to finish the business of the day, when, to his utter 
amazement, his eye caught sight of an envelope, sealed and 
addressed to him. He opened it at once, and read—

Sin,— Our stout old ship “  Cruiser ”  has ju st arrived at 
Southampton. She wants overhauling, and putting into sail­
ing trim fo r  her next trip, which takes place in a few  weeks. 
IVill you kindly send some men and get her out o f  her moor­
ings as quickly as possible.

For the Proprietors,
JA M E S  S IN C L A IR , Captain. 

How long this note had lain on Mr. Humphrey’s desk was a 
problem very puzzling to him. He called to his foreman, and 
learnt that he had only a few minutes gone home for the day. 
The shipwright felt the occasion imperative; ho sent for liis 
foreman, and learnt that he himself had brought the note to 
him while he was busy writing.

“  Why did you not speak when you came with it, Reuben ?” 
said Mr. Humphrey.

“  I did speak, Mr. Humphrey; but you were so busy you 
appeared not to care to be disturbed, so I just left the note 
near your elbow, thinking, as a matter of course, you would, 
as you have often done beforo, be sure and pick it up.”

*• Well, Reuben, it cannot be helped now, we must make 
the best of a bad job ; suppose you send for some men, and 
attend to the “  Cruiser ” at once. I  hate delays, they are 
dangerous.”

‘• I  will do my best, sir, but I  fear I shall find great 
difficulty in getting back the principal men for the night— 
some of them live a long distance, as far off as Netley— but 
L will try,”  said Reuben; and he went away, leaving Mr. 
Humphrey to go to his homo, reflecting on his own mistakes.

All that night the shipwright was disturbed in his sleep; 
he either heard, or fancied he heard, gentle, distinct rappings 
at the head of his bed. He was not quite awake, at least, he 
turned over in his bed and rubbed his eyes, at the first tokens 
of the noises. Gradually his drowsiness left him, and he 
listened, with a dim certainty that he had not been dreaming, 
in the hope of hearing the rappings again. After an intorval 
o f an hour’s silence, three rather sudden and loud raps came 
on the wall near his head. Mr. Humphrey was not at all 
frightened, but on the other hand very bold. He said aloud, 
“  IV those rapping sounds come from spirits, please knock on 
the foot o f the bedstead.”  He had scarcely spoken when a 
trio o f rapid raps was heard by him on that part of the bed­
stead he had desired. Emboldened by the strange success of 
his experiment, he said, ”  I f  you are good spirits give three 
1 >ud knocks— if you are bad spirits give one loud knock.”
I £e waited a few seconds in suspense, then three deliberate 
heavy knoekings camo on the foot of the bedstead. “ Ihank 
von ; now, if you wish to convey any intelligence to me,” 
added Mr. Humphrey, “  give three more loud rappings.” 
Three loud rapping* were given.

Mr. Humphrey was puzzled. He obtained answers to 
questions by intelligible rapping*, but how he was to obtain an

intelligible communication without putting interrogatories was 
t° hlm ,a most profound mystery. He lay a considerable time 
perplexing his brain with this problem. Meanwhile, the un­
seen visitants kept up a serenade of rappings in all parts of
p / . 00™' l°nr?th the circumstance flashed across his mind 

of his having had his hand guided by his spirit-wife when he 
was in the act of writing to Mr. Peerless. With the greatest 
sangfroid he rose from his bed, lit a lamp, and dressed him- 
self. Ho then proceeded to a cupboard, brought forth a 
writing-case, and taking a pencil and some paper, sat down, 
saying, “ Now, kind spirits, if you wish to communicate with 
me, do so, ’ and he held the pencil motionless on the paper. 
Perhaps three minutes elapsed, then his hand trembled and 
his pencil and it were moved rapidly over the paper. There 
was legible bold writing upon it, which he was not long in 
deciphering as follows:—

Mr. Jeremiah F'orbes is a powerful medium.
“  Medium for what, spirits ? say, please.”
His hand and pencil were again rapidly moved automatically 

across the paper. He picked it up, and read :—
l i e  is a good physical and trance-medium.
Mr. Humphrey was not altogether satisfied that ho really 

understood the meaning of these words. He begged to be 
further enlightened, and holding the pencil again on the paper 
the words came out:—  1 ’

Mr. Forbes will explain the mysteries o f  spirit-intercourse 
and the meaning o f  the different hinds o f  mediumship.

“ Well,”  thought Mr. Humphrey, “ this is very woiuler- 
tuU I was not thinking of Mr. Forbes when I sat down to 
write. It is quite certain that the spirits enter into the secrets 
of our ordinary life-pursuits, or how should these strange 
communications come out? He had scarcely finished Ins 
reflections, when his hand and pencil were thrown on to the 
paper, and the words written :—

We often are with you. W e read your thoughts, and watch 
over you with undying affections. We wish, you to devote your 
life to the spread o f  Spiritualism, and above all, to look to 
Jesus, and through Him to H is Father in Heaven. Il'c arc
pleased to know_ that you are free  from  fear, and are honest 
enough to examine before you presume to condemn. Pray to 
Ood fo r  daily support; keep your conscience pure, and never 

f((i) to pveuch the Ih'uth. li e will he with you when yon do 
not know it, and aid you in your holy work.

Mr. Humphrey read this communication with tearful eyes 
Tie was impressed to say, “ Give me some sign that I  may 
know that the unseen communicants are not in anyway dis­
posed to deceive me. In tho names of all holy beings, from 
tho Father, and Son, down to the archangels,'I beseech you 
give me a true sign.”  He had scarcely finished when lie saw 
one part of his room fill with a phosphorescent light or 
atmosphere. Ho kept his eyes rivetted on tho spot, when to 
Ins eager sense was made visible the spirit of his wife. She 
appeared in robes of white, holding in one hand a miniature 
cross, and pointing to it with the other. Her face was less 
pale than when she last appeared to him, but it was still 
illumined with her wonted seraphic smile.

The vision vanished. Mr. Humphrey was convinced that 
ho was right in taking the advice given him by the spirits 
because his own spirit-wife had appeared pointing to the cross’ 
as the sign necessary to confirm his faith in the reality and 
goodness of the communicating agencies. He held his pencil 
again on the paper, but there w-as no further communication 
produced He got up, undressed himself, put out the 
light got into bed again, and was soon in the arms of 
Morpheus.

ClIAMEK IV.
“ Well, Reuben, how do you proceed with tho “ Cruiser " ?  

said Mr. Humphrey, as he entered his office in the morning 
and saw his foreman awaiting his arrival.

“ I am sorry to say, sir,” replied Reuben, “ that I was un­
able to get together sufficient men to undertake the job last 
night. However, I saw Mr. Sinclair, and made the difficulties 
plain to him, and he has consented to allow us to push on 
with the repairs to-day.

“  So far good ; when do you commence ?”
“ I have despatched the men already, with what suitable 

boards 1 could find. We shall require some of the timber I 
ordered yesterday.”

“ When do you suppose,”  inquired Mr. Humphrey, remem­
bering his forgetfulness to forward the cheque, “ you will be 
actually at a stand-still for it ? ”
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'■I»«V j;

“ I sliould say the (lay after to-morrow, at the latest, sir.”
There was just time to get the timber into the yard, pro­

viding everything went on well. But to Mr. Humphrey’s 
mind there appeared a number o f hindrances which might 
intervene. He had, it is true, never before had causo to fear 
a delay ; hut from the simple fact that he had forgotten to 
send off the cheque he entertained a presentiment which he 
could not subdue.

“ I am sadly afraid, Reuben, we shall be fast for that 
timber for some few hours or perhaps a full day, for I  have 
absolutely forgotten to send the cheque for the last lot we 
had.”

“  But, sir, you never need trouble yourself about that, I 
should think : the Timsons people have too much confidence 
in you to delay for a single hour.”

“  Be that as it may, Reuben, I  cannot resist the feeling 
that from some cause at present not distinct to me, the Tim­
sons will delay. It will, therefore, be necessary to secure 
yourself against the possibility of such an accident delaying 
the completion of the “  Cruiser.”  You know I would not, 
under any circumstances, have you commence the repairs, 
without you can get them completed in the specified time.”

“  Well, sir, if you have any apprehensions, let me go at 
once to Mr. Thomson, who is at present not over busy, and 
beg the loan of a few boards,”  said Reuben, with a dutiful 
desire to make Mr. Humphrey’s fears vanish.

“  A lucky thought! if you can manage that, we shall bo 
able to proceed with satisfaction.”

Reuben started at once to Mr. Thomson, a neighbouring 
shipwright, and soon returned with the intelligence that Mr. 
Thomson would be only too pleased to accommodate them.

The foreman was instructed to do his utmost to pull up for 
lost time, and Mr. Humphrey was once more alone. He 
ruminated on the mysterious spirit-messages o f the over 
night, but did not this time forget to attend to the ordinary 
business correspondence. He sent off the necessary cheque to 
Timson’s, the timber merchants, and desired them to lose no 
time in attending to his order. Having satisfied himself that 
he had no further urgent business matters to distract his 
attention, he thought he would ride over to Shirley and give 
Mr. Peerless an account of the marvellous doings in the night.

Mr. Peerless occupied a neat little villa in the centre of a 
pleasant little shrubbery, in the locality of Shirley, about 
two miles from Southampton. He was tolerably well to do, 
having fairly got through all his original embarrassments. Ho 
had earned himself a considerable share of support, and was 
looked up to as a man of position. He never forgot that Mr. 
Humphrey had saved him from utter ruin, besides giving him 
the means of a new start in the world.

There was another being in Shirley besides Mr. Peerless 
who had a living consciousness of Mr. Humphrey’s original 
kindness, and that was his wife, the mother of Mr. Humphrey’s 
late partner.

Mrs. Peerless was quite a model, carved with more skill and 
accuracy o f detail than her husband. He was bluff, ruddy, 
merry, and excitable. She, on the contrary, was sedate, 
delicate, thoughtful, aud sustained. His features were bold 
without uniformity, as if intended by nature to resemble his 
nature: her’s were regular but not imposing, in character 
with her mind which was imaginative and free from the 
common dogmatisms of her sox.

Mr. and Mrs. Peerless had held several serious conversations 
on the subject of Mr. Humphrey’s sanity, but the lady did 
not eagerly admit her husband’s conclusions. She had always 
looked upon her daughter’s husband as being a consistent and 
good Christian, and a man of extreme kindness of heart and 
solid soberness of mind. She did not directly tell Mr. Peerless 
that she conceived an idea that he was mistaken, because to 
have done so would have only had the effect of making him 
cross ; it being a settled habit with him always to stick to his 
own opinion because it is his own, with good grace, in the 
presence of friends and neighbours ; but to assume authority 
with his wife. It must not be supposed that Mr. Peerless 
was an unkind husband; not a bit of it. He only settled 
little differences of opinion between them by showing undue 
excitement. Besides, Mrs. Peerless was a wise wife; she 
understood her husband’s weak points, and being herself 
naturally retired in disposition, she felt little annoyanco at 
letting him have the last word. It was on account of her 
own judicious and gentle nature that the couple lived together 
harmoniously. Mr. Peerless imagined to himself that his 
wife was quite a convert to his way of settling the matter of 
his son-in-law’s fearful delusion ; but it was not so. She

secretly nursed the idea that there must be more than people 
were willing to admit in the strange supernatural accounts 
which had come to her hearing.

It was a quiet spot she lived in, and she herself was a quiet 
being. She mixed little in society, and therefore had little 
opportunities for testing common facts which occurred out of 
her own sphere. Yet she generally found scope for study, and 
theme for intellectual enjoyment. She delighted to Watch 
the progress of the flowers, and the changing hues of the 
various shrubs in the garden. She would spend hours together 
when the weather wars fine enough, listening to the wild birds 
singing, and studying the thousand diversified objects which 
met her eye in that little hermitage of natural beauties. Mrs. 
Peerless had a power of appreciation which she did not well 
know how to describe. Her’s was a nature capable of much 
intense silent enjoyment, but scarcely capable of giving out 
enjoyment to others. She was one of those rare beings you 
must live long with to understand, and the more you compre­
hend, the more you like.

Since the death of Emily, her daughter, the mother had 
concentrated her gentle and clinging affections within compass 
of her garden and her choice books, She know that life’s 
bitterest dregs are often concealed in the cup of sweetest 
taste, and being of a philosophical turn of thought, she could 
scarcely be said to be surprised when the actual realities of 
trouble were visible, after having spectre-like haunted the 
chambers of her soul. Her child’s illness was not of sudden 
but of gradual growth. It prognosticated its own climax for 
years, therefore the mother only realised aT\ expectant pang 
when she had news o f her daughter’s death. Of course she 
mourned, and had sleepless nights and saddened days, hugging 
her own deep grief, like another child, to her breast. As for 
Mr. Peerless, lie never knew half the silent anguish which fell 
to the lot of his wife. But time, philosophy, and sweet 
religion, had a soothing influence over her heart and mind, 
and she grew to accept the death of her daughter as a bless­
ing. It is one of the heaviest trials the human heart can 
know to be doomed to separate from its treasured idols, yet 
sooner or later we all have to learn the dread lesson of sepa­
ration. Those only are the best prepared to endure the 
attendant sorrows who have learned aright the great lessons 
of faith and trust, which impart strength to the soul in its 
great desolation. To say that Mrs. .Peerless did not suffer 
intensely when she realised the stern fact that her Emily was 
no more, would be to say she was not human. But she was 
so far gifted.with calm, philosophic, religious reasonings, as to 
cause the wound inflicted by death to bear tho probe of the 
healer.

After the first severe struggles with her great grief had 
subsided, and prayer and thankfulness had begun to make the 
loss tolerable, Mrs. Peerless, with the certainty of conviction 
that Emily was in a better and holier sphere than this one, 
allowed her thoughts to return to her favorite llowers and 
books, never failing to find refined pleasures in them. Had 
Mrs. Peerless in her early days been educated for a painter, 
there is little doubt but she would have shone in that pro­
fession, for sho displayed a critical discrimination in her 
passion for tho small natural objects which, like flowers, 
crowned beauty queen in every spot of creation. But liita 
had willed it otherwise. She was wedded to Mr. Peerless, 
who could be said only to regard with great delight his own 
performances, and they were mostly of a gigantic character. 
The mother of Emily being naturally retired as she was, 
would have been a very unhappy woman had not her enjoy­
ments proceeded from within herself rather than from the 
praise or appreciation of others.

Thus, in her case, we seo how wonderfully nature compen­
sates for her own apparent contradictions. She turns out 
potters for potteries, and gives the genius necessary to model 
tho statuary of art. Mrs. Peerless was endowed with a nature 
neither obtrusive nor peevish ; sho was adapted for her posi­
tion, and filled it with exemplary devotion.

Mr. Humphrey was fortunate in finding Mr. Peerless at 
home, and on entering was most cordially received, both by 
him and his wife. After the ordinary commonplaces 
were dispensed with, much to the satisfaction of Mr. Hum­
phrey, he gave a full detailed account of the extraordinary 
incidents of the over-night. While he was speaking, Mr. 
Peerless’s face assumed its original, bluff, incredulous contor­
tions, whilst Mrs. Peerless listened without a smile, yet with 
eager attention.

( To he continued.)

%* Tlio right of reproduction is reserved.
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Clairvoyance or Seership.
To the ED ITO R o f  the SP IR ITU AL TIMES.

Sin,— Every man’s Bible is liis own experience. Jio one who 
adopts another’s experience will profit by it unless it be worthy of 
imitation, and he can raise himself to the same elevation. X have no 
wish to undervalue the feeling of reverence, which many have for the 
ancients ; but Paul’s wisdom won’t make mo wise, nor will the visions 
of the prophets make me clairvoyants ; but the unbelievers in modern 
Spiritualism liavo crude and incorrect ideas of the experience of tho 
men who wrote tho Bible. instead of interpreting those old seers by 
the modern experiences and visions of our best clairvoyantes, they 
misconstrue them by that theology which shuts out the light of all 
modern science. It is hotter to know a science, than believo in a 
thousand bodies of divinity. Now, tho visions of .Taut, tho son of 
Amos, or John of Patinos, are not half so good to any man at this day 
as his own visions would be if he would cultivate the faculty. Thoso 
old visions belonged to a remote ago, whereas modern visions belong 
to modern times. John saw what was shortly to come to pass, but we 
need to see now what will shortly come to pass; and wo want to see 
things he never saw, and had no need to see. Each one needs his own 
particular intuition for the guidance of his own life, and to suit his 
progressive circumstances. Clairvoyance can bo developed in some 
very readily. Some conditions are very important to be observed. 
Mesmeric passes may aid tho operation, but they are not at all 
necessary where perfect passivity can be attained without, hot tho 
eyes be closed to prevent tho external light from attracting the mind, 
which must be quiescent aud tranquil—thinking of nothing, but ready 
to read whatever comes. When tho facidty is good, there is an instant 
flash of light, ami a representation of objects, which uro often pictorial 
and figurative, aud need interpretation by intuition or impression. 
Objects aro not always represented literally to the seer, and hence tho 
importance of cultivating the mental faculties along with tho clairvoy­
ant power.

I  have known a crystal or egg-shaped glass assist in tho develop­
ment of the seer, but that is not essential, and may soon hô  dispensed 
with in most eases. It can only bo considered as a means of steadying 
tho eye, and keeping tho mind passive; but not necessary as an in­
strument for enlarging or concentrating the field of vision. Such 
visions are all in the inner side of nature, and neither in the glass in 
any other instrument that may bo used. They are in the spiritual 
plane, and not objective to tho eternal senses unless they become en­
folded in some material substance, and then they are recognizable by 
the external senses. Any number of persons, being together, will see 
tho same thing if the vision bo objective, for all aro on the same ma­
terial plane, aud subject to tho samo material law's of light and vision. 
No two seers will see tho ssmu thing unless they be on the same 
spiritual plane, and looking in the Bamo direction when the vision is 
subjective, or as it might more properly be called, spiritual.

Seership is not on the same plane as tho faculty of imagination : it 
is a greater gift, and a further development of tho powers of the soul. 
The world is much indebted to men of large imaginative mind, but 
they themselves are vastly indebted to the true soers. Poets and 
artists of all descriptions hung on the skirts of the true clairvoyante. 
Shakspeare and Milton have inmiortalizod their names very much 
through imitating tho writings of tho Hebrew seers. True the im­
agination has often distorted the facts, but that was a necessary result 
o f seeing them on a lower plane, and by a less powerful laculty. But 
tho visions of the ancient seers fare worse in the hands Of theologians 
than they do in passing through the imagination of tho poets. When 
the theological pot is boiled, the spirit of tho ancient visions is evapor­
ated. Tho truth is, leaning on tho external plane is not sufilcient to 
make a theologian, and tliero is no true tlieologist who is not elairvoy- 
ante. Imagination may make a poet; and impudence may mako a 
preachei;; but inspiration and clairvoyance are essential to mako a 
theologian. To form any idea of a vision, tlie pre-requisite is to see 
on o; but to explain, a man should have seen hundreds, in fact, he 
should be a seer.

Tho farcical objection of many is scarcely worth notico now, after so 
much proof to tho contrary, that the old Hebrew seers wero on a 
higher plane than our modern clairvoyantes, or that they were endowed 
with some superior faculty which made their visions sacred, wliilo 
thoso of the 19th century are profane. It may as well bo said that 
we see with different eyes, as say the elairvoyanto faculty is not tho 
same. It should have improvod, because we are made for progress, 
had it not been kept in abeyance by tho prevailing darkness; but 
none of tho spiritual senses are destined to bo obliterated no more 
than men are all destined to bo born blind in future ages. All pro­
ficiency in this science is only to bo attained by diligence. _ There 
must be physical and psychical adaptation and dnily application. 
It is not acquired by mental exertion on tho intellectual plane, but by 
leaving the soul to find its way to tho interior. When thus left to 
itself tho soul may burst the thin barrier that separates the two Btates 
of man, and it will see what is to be seen. It may be a flash of mag­
netic light, or only a wheel within a wheel; but possibly something 
of more importance to the seer ; and most probably he will find tho 
key to some mystery ho has hitherto boon ignorant ot.

Home think that all thoso things come spontaneously, whenever some 
unknlnvn pow'er pleases to come down from heaven to mako the mani­
festation. They do, in some degree, but you must sow if you would 
reap; you must mind your own business, and the unknown powers 
will not forget theirs.

1 know' tho great majority think clairvoyance would not put any 
.money into their pockets; but 1 don t know' that, I  hey had better 
try, and if it does not they will be wiser, and that is better still. 
Had the spiritual senses not been forcibly closed by the ignorance of 
the world we would have now' been in the millenium so much talked 
about by' the ancient seers, or it would have been past and another 
ono began, instead of w'hich they are still contending against the 
powers of the world to come.

A. GARDNER.

Astonishing Transactions at Stockwell 
in 1772.

( Concluded from  our last.)

Mr. and Miss Gresham were at Mr. Pain’ s liouso, when Mrs Pain 
Airs. Golding, and her maid went tliore. It being about dinner time 
they all dinod together; in tho intorim Mrs. Golding’s servant was 
sent to her house to soe how things remained. When sho returned 
sho told them nothing had happened since they left it. Some time
0P«rrMi,' nud Miss went ll0me> evorthing remaining quiet
at Air. Pam s ; but about eight o’clock in tho evening a fresh scene 
began, the first thing that happonod was, a whole row of pewter dishes 
except one, fell from off a shelf to tho middle of the floor, rolled about 
a little while, then settled, and what is almost beyond belief, as soon 
us they wero quiet, turned upside down ; they wero then put on tho 
dresser, and went through the same a second time; next fell a whole 
row of pewter plates from off tho sooond shelf over the dresser to the 
ground, and being taken up and put on tho dresser ono in another 
they were thrown down again. Tho next thing was, two eggs that 
were upon one of tho pewter shelvos, one of them flew off, crossed tho 
kitchen, struck a cat on the head, and then broke to pieces. Next Alarv 
Alartin, Airs. Pain’ s sorvant, wont to stir the kitchen fire, sho got to the 
right-hand side of it, being a largo chimney ns is usual in farm houses 
a pestle and mortar that stood nearer tho left-hand end of the chimney 
shelf, jumped about six feet on tho floor. Then went candlesticks and 
other brasses, scarce anything remaining in its place. After this the 
glasses and china vvero put down on tho floor for fear of undergoing 
tho same fate, they presently began to dance and tumble about, and 
then broko to pieces. A  teapot that was among them, flew to Airs. 
Croldmg s maul s foot and struck it. A glass tumbler that was put on 
ho floor jumped about two feet and then broke. Another that stood 

by it jumped about at the same time, but did not break till some hours 
alter, when it jumped again and then broke. A  china bowl that 
stood m the parlour jumped froip the floor to behind a table that 
stood there. Ilus was most astonishing, as the distance from where 
it stood was between seven and eight feet, but was not broko. It was 
put back by Richard howler to its place, where it remained some 
time, ana thou ilow to pieces.

The next thing that followed was a mustard pot, that jumped out o f 
a closet and was broke. A single cup that stood upon the table (almost 
ho only thing remaining) jumped up, flew across tho kitchen, ringing 

liko a bell, and then was dashed to pieces. A fcandlestiek that stood 
on the chimney shelf flew across the kitchon to the parlour door 
about fifteen feet distance. A  tea kettle under tho dresser was thrown 
put about two feet, another kettle thnt stood at one end of the rainto 
was thrown against tho iron that is fixed to prevent children fallinj 
into tho tiro. A tumbler with rum and water in it, that stood upon a 
waiter upon a table m the parlour, jumped about ten feet and was 
broke.  ̂ 1 lie table then fell down, and along with ita silver tankard 
belonging to Mrs. Golding, the waiter in which had stood tho tumbler 
and a candlestick A case bottle then flew to pieces. Tho next cir’ 
cumstance was, a ham that hung in one side of the kitchen chimney' 
it raised itself from the hook and fell down to the ground. Home time’ 
after, another liam that hung on the other side of tho chimney like­
wise underwent tho same fate. Then a flitch of bacon which hung up 
m the samo chimney fell down. h UR

All tho family were eyo-witnesses to these circumstances, as well ns 
other persons, some of whom were so alarmed and shocked that they 
could not bear to stay, and wero happy in getting away, though the 
unhappy family were left ,n the midst of their distressed Most of the 
genteel families around were continually sending to enquire after 
them, and whether all was over or not. Is it not surprising that some 
among them had not the inclination and resolution to try to unravel 
this most intricate affair, at a time when it would have been in their 
power to have done so; there certainly was sufficient timo for so
hours' 'l3 h° W1° ° fr° m itMt t0 laSt uontiluuul upwards of twenty

At all times of action, Airs. Golding’s servant was walking hack 
wards and forwards, either in tho kitchen or parlour, or wherever 
some of tho family happen«! to b e ; nor could they get her to sit down 
fivo minutes together, except at one time for about half an horn- 
towards the'morning, when the family were at prayers in the parlour- 
then all was quitet; but in tho midst of the greatest confusion she 
was as much composed as at any other time, ami with uncommon 
coolness of temper advised her mistress not to bo alarmed or unease 
as sho said these things could not be helped, Thus sho argued as i f  
they were, common occurrences, which must happen in every family. 
This advice surprised and startled her mistress almost as much as the 
circumstances that occasioned i t ; for how can we suppose that a girl 
of about twenty years old (an ago when female timidity is too often 
assisted with superstition) could remain in tho midst of sueli calami- 
tons circumstances (except they proceeded from causes best known 
to liersclt) and not bo struck with tho samo terror as every other 
person was who was present. These reflections led Air. Rain and at 
tho end of the transactions, likewise Airs. Golding, to think that she 
was not altogether so unconcerned as she appeared to b o ; but hitherto 
tho whole remains mysterious and unravelled. About ten o ’clock at 
night, they sent over the way to Richard Eowler, to desire he would 
eomo and stay with them. Ho came and continued till one in tho 
morning, nnd was so terrified thnt he could remain no longer.

As Mrs. Golding could not bo persuaded to go to bed, Airs, Rain at 
that timo (ono o'clock) made an excuse to go upstairs to her youngest 
child, under pretence of getting it to sleep, but she really acknowledge» 
it was through fear, us sho declares she could not sit up to see such 
strange things going on, as everything, ono after another was broke 
till there was not above two or three cups and saucers remaining out 
of a considerable quantity of china, Ac., which was destroyed to tho- 
amount of some pounds. About five o’clock on Tuesday morning 
Airs. Golding went up to her niece, and dosirod her to get up, as the
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noisc9 and destruction wore so great sho could continue in the house 
no longer. At this time all the tables, chairs, drawers, &c., were tumbling 
about. When Mrs. Pain came down it was amazing beyond all de­
scription ! their only security then was to quit the house for fear of 
the same catastrophe as had been expected the morning before, at 
Mrs. Golding’s j in consequence of this resolution, Mrs. Golding and 
her maid went over the way to Richard Fowler’s W hen Mrs. Golding s 
maid had seen her safe to Richard Fowler’s she came back to Mrs. Pain, 
to help her to dress tho children in the barn, where sho had carried 
them for fear of tho houso falling. At this time all was quiet. They 
then went to Fowler’s and then began the same scene as had happen­
ed at the other places. It must be remarked, all was quiet here as well 
as elsewhere, till the maid returned. .

When they got to Mr. Fowler’s, hu began to light a tire m his back 
room ; wdien done, he put tho candle and candlestick upon a table in 
the fore room. This apartment Mrs. Golding and her maid had 
passed through. Another candlestick with a tin lamp in it that stood 
by it, were both dashed together, and fell to the ground. A lanthorn 
with which Mrs. Golding was lighted with across the road, sprung 
from a hook to the ground, and a quantity of oil spilled on the floor. 
The last thing was the basket of coals tumbled over, the coals rolling 
about the room. The maid then desired Richard Fowler not to let 
her mistress remain there, as sho said, wherever she was the same 
things would follow. In consequence of this advice, and fearing 
greater losses to himself, ho desired she would quit his houso ; but 
iirst begoed hor to consider within herself, for her own and the public 
sake, whether or not she had not been guilty of some atrocious crime, 
for which Providenco was determined to pursue her on this side the 
grave, for he could not help thinking, sho was the object that was to 
be made an example to posterity, by the all-seeing eye of Providence, 
for crimes which but too often none but that Providence can penetrate, 
and by such means as these bring to light.

Thus was this poor gentlewoman’s measure of affliction complete, 
not only to have undergone all which lias been related, but to havo 
added to it the character of a bad and -wicked woman, when till this 
time, she was esteemed ns a most deserving person. In candour to 
Fowler, he could not be blamed ; what could he do? what would any 
man have done that was so circumstanced ? Mrs. Golding soon satis­
fied him ; sho told him she would not stay in his house, or any other 
person’s, as her conscience was quite clear, and she could as well wait 
tho will of Providenco in her own house as in any other place what­
ever ; upon which she and her maid went home, Mr. Pain went with 
them. After they got to Mrs. Golding’s the last time, the same 
transactions once more began upon tho remains that wore left.

A  nine-gallon cask of beer, that was in tho cellar, tho door being 
open, and no person near it, turned upside down. A pail of water 
that stood on tho floor, boiled like a pot. A box of candles fell from 
a shelf in tho kitchen to the lloor, they rolled out, but nono were broke. 
A  round mahogany tablo overset in tho parlour. Mr. Pain then de­
sired Mrs. Golding to send her maid for his wife to coiuo to them, 
when she was gone all was quiet ; upon her return sho was immediate­
ly discharged, and no disturbances have happened since ; this was be- 
tween six and seven o’clock on Tuesday morning. At Mrs. Golding’s 
were broke the quantity of three pails full of glass, china, &c. At 
Mrs. Pain’s they filled two pails.

Tims ends the narrative ; a true, circumstantial, and faithful account 
of which I have laid before the public ; for so doing, I hope to escape 
its censure; I have neither exaggerated nor diminished one circumstance 
to my knowledge, and have endeavoured as much as possible, through­
out "the whole, to state only the facts, without presuming to obtrude 
my opinion on them. If i  have in part hinted anything that may 
appear unfavourable to the girl, it proceeded not from a determination 
to charge her with the cause, right or wrong, hut only from a strict ad­
herence to truth, most sincerely wishing this extraordinary affair may 
he unravelled.

The ubove narrative is absolutely and strictly true, in witness whereof 
we have set our hands, this 11th day of January, 1772.

Mary Golding. R ichard Fowler.
J ohn Pain . Sarah Fowlf.u.
Mary Pain . Mary  Martin.

The original copy of this narrative, signed us ubove, with the parties’ 
own hands, is in the hands of J. Marks, Rookseller, in St. Martin’s 
Lane, to satisfy any person who chooses to apply to him for the inspec­
tion of tho same.— Spiritual Magazine.

Mrs. Crowe, in giving, in lier Night Side o f  Nature, tho narrativo 
we have here reprinted verbatim from the original pamphlet, remarks 
“  I have heard some people assert that the mystery of this affair was 
subsequently explained away, and the whole found to be a trick. Hut 
that is a mistake. Some years ago I was acquainted with persons whose 
parents were living on the spot at tho time, who knew all the details, 
and to them it remained just as great a mystery as ever. Not the 
smallest light had ever been thrown upon it. People are so glad to get 
rid of troublesome mysteries of this description, that they are always 
ready to say, ‘ The trick has been found ou t!’  and those who pride 
themselves on not believing idle stories, are to the last degree credulous 
when ‘ the idle story’ flatters their scepticism.”

Every person acquainted with Spirit-circles knows the 
names of persons long dead, whose images had long been lost to the 
recollection, have been spelt out, together with a statement of the date 
of their departure from earth, their age, and other particulars which, 
on investigation, have turned out correct. What does this argue ? 
Why, that neither involuntary pressure, mechanical contrivance, nor 
magnetism, but an invisible, individual, and intelligent cause, and 
that cause Spiritual, is the only safe roeking-horso to carry tho argu­
ment.—iVom J. 11. Poivell's Spiritualism, its Facts and Phases.

— o —

R U T H .
Ilush, merry birds, in your^groen bowers !

W hy revel ’mid floral excess ?
W hy bloom yo so gaily, joy.hearted flowers,

While breaks my lone heart witli distress?
But I  know she’s somewhere near mo,

Her spirit is hovering round,
And whether I bo on the land or sea,

My soul with her love shall he crowned.
#  #  #  *

Reverse was thy nature to mine—
Mine was passion, and thine was calm,

And thy saint-like pity on me did shine,
Like Peace bathing Madness with balm.

*  *  *  *

Thou hast crossed to those happy shores 
Whore the notes of suffering cease,

And a convoy of spirits plied tho oars 
To tho haven of joy  and peace.

And amid those angelic throngs,
Lovo t.uneth the lyre of the breast;

Earth’s sighs are forgotten in heavenly songs,
And tho pilgrim of life finds rest.

I  shall moet thee, when storms arc o’er,
In those azure and starry bowers,

With the ransomed ones who have gone beforo 
To a loftier life than ours.

Sheldon Cn.vDwiCK.

Spiritualism at Uckfleld.
(From the Sussex Advertiser.)

Under this head several communications recently appeared in our 
columns, arising out of tho lecture lately given at Uckfleld, by Mr. 
Cooper, of Eastbourne- Amongst others was a very long letter from 
Captain Noble, of Forest Lodgb, in which, while declaring his strong 
disbelief in “ Spiritual Manifestations,”  and implying that they were 
of tho class of ingenious deceptions exhibited by Boudin, Frikell, and 
others, he made a swooping observation reflecting on Mr. Home, 
whose name as a Spiritualist has of late years been prominently before 
the public. The number of tho Sussex Advertiser in which this letter 
appeared having been brought under the eye of Mr. Home, the at­
tention of its author was specially directed to the passage in question, 
as containing an entirely unwarrantable imputation. On referring to 
liis letter, Captain Noblo at once saw that, under the strong hnpulso 
of his convictions as to tho illusion of “  Spiritual Manifestations,”  
and writing in haste and without due consideration, he had been in­
advertently led into giving a special direction to remarks intended to 
have a general rather than a particular hearing. He thereupon 
promptly and without hesitation—in his own words, “  with all frank- 
ness and unroservo *’— mado tho amende honorable in tho following 
letter addressod to Mr. Homo :—

Forest Lodge, Maresfield, Uckfleld, l  tth April, 18(31).
Sir ,—My attention having just been directed to a passage, in a long 

letter addressed by mo to the Sussex Advertiser, of March 23rd, re­
flecting strongly on your character, I take the earliest opportunity of 
withdrawing the charge therein implied, and ottering you with all frank­
ness and unreserve the fullest apology for having made, what a moment’ s 
reflection, now that my notice has been called to tho matter, tolls me to 
have been an unjustifiable assertion on my part.

Tho object of my letter, which wus written currents ealamo (and 
hastily despatched for publication without time for revisal), was to ex­
press my disbelief in the spiritual nature of the manifestations referred 
to, and in common fairness it should ho read in connection with the one 
to which it was a reply.

In affirming the grounds of my disbelief and in attributing “  Spiritual 
Manifestations”  generally to natural causes, I was inadvertently led, in 
conveying those impressions, to make the illusion to yourself which I 
so much regret. You will, 1 am assured, acquit me of having entertained 
any malevolent feeling against one of whom I laid no personal know­
ledge, and will readily perceive that I spoke only from general con­
clusions, hastily and, as 1 freely admit, unfairly formed.

Under these circumstances, I feel it alike due to you and to myself 
to oiler you every apology which one gentleman is entitled to from 
another, and inasmuch as my attack was a public one, I now express my 
readiness to make my retractation equally public, and shall with pleasure 
clothe it in any appropriate form which you may deem most satisfactory 
to your own honour

I nm, Sir, most obediently yours,
D a v id  I ) . H o m e , E sq . W I L L I A M  N O B L E .

We understand that on receipt of the above, Mr. Home forthwith in­
timated his acknowledgement of the gentlemanly feeling which was ap­
parent in Capt. Noble’s communication, and accepted in the like spirit 
the frank apology therein proffered, together with the offer of its pub­
lication in the journal in which the charge had appeared. It is due to 
ourselves to express our own regret that our columns should lmve been 
the vehicle of this unintentional wrong, hut the fact that the letter of 
our correspondent referred to qnasi-scientiflc and philosophical subjects 
naturally absolved it from the critical examination given to more general 
correspondence, and it thus escaped the salutary oxx-ision to which it 
would otherwise have inevitably been subject.— E d. S. A .
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TO CORRESPONDENT*». N E W  MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS.

I f  E sp rit.- Your letter is in type, and will appear next wools.
The Spirit-message sent us by E. Whiles lias been mislaid. Wo did 

deem it advisable to insert it, and consequently did not tile 
it for publication. „  „

F. G. A'. It.— No. The advertisement in Mr. Powell s tale is imagi­
nary, like most of the incidents therein contained.

Indian«* may send us a paper, but should send his name and address. 
W e cannot notice anonymous contributions.

A ll communications intended fo r  insertion must le  accompanied with 
the names and addresses o f  the writers, not necessarily fo r  publi- 
cation, hut as an eoidenc o f  good faith.

Subscribers can receive The Spiritual Times direct from  the UJJi 
(per post J, per single copy ••—

Vearly, 12s.; Half-yearly, 6s. 6s.,
Quarterly, 3s. 3d.

Orders and Advertisements forwarded to Mr. Archambo Cooper, East- 
bourne, payable in advance.

Advertisements wilt be inserted a* follows :
Fonv Hues, 2 s.;

And every additional line, 3<i.
A reduction fo r  a series i f  insertions hi/ special arrangement.

A b i K r t i s t m m t s .

JUST PUBLISHED.
Cloth, flscp. 8vo., 170 p.p., pnee _s.,

Spiritualism: its Facts and Phases,
Illustrated with Personal Experiences,

And Facsimiles o f  Spirit-Writing,
B Y  J. II. POW ELL.

t o , ,  individual contribution tc.°llu) general mass of’ tertimony on

.. .  J „  W  u  .  ;r . . l . fu l . . . »  »

marvellous set forth in vigorous language.— P««W*o Opinion,

irthSS'S«i uS“‘i  ”m.f7S ’.' j» to(...lJJ*
when in the IkhIv, h i  that the reader can perceive at a glance the identity 

t' t*n > lmidwritin'* in lxith, though an iiitervut ot thirty-tour years 
ta  V  Simile o f the medium’s (Mr. Cooper’s 

T1̂  tori 1 mil handwriting is also given, and is entirely different from 
U m i S l  w m k t  p ^ h h e d  fery cheap (2s.,. and we hope it may
L v  . wide circulation.— The Spiritual Magazine.

The sum of the matter is, that if one lias a curiosity to know what 
S p ih  ualisro reallv is, and what it actually aims at, he will gam a better»pirnuuiism u -  . , ,  Powell’s volume than from any other
that lias yet heen published, iiot oven excepting that of the great apostle 
medium? Mr. Home h im se lf.-W s Caledonian Mercury, Saturday,
March L lh , l»> t. ^ _ j»nMAI?i 20, Paternoster-row.
May be bad post-free,' for 26 stamps, of the Author, 4, Portland-placc, 

 ̂ Eastbourne, Sussex.
Also, ly  the same -Author,

Phases of Thought and‘Feeling-208i p.p., cloth, la. 
Timon and other Poems—256 p.p., cloth, 2s. Gd. 
Clippings from Manuscript-312 p.p., cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Eastbourne Guide,—in stiff wrapper, 6d.

Mav be had of the Author, t, Portland-placc, Eastbourne,
‘  Sussex.

6 d .

Pitman’s Phonographic Teacher,—6 d . 
Pitman's Phonographic Manual—hrce by Post,Shorthand 

Shorthand
1S' Phonography is easily learned, and is of inestimable value. 

London : V. P itm an, 20, Fatcrnoster.rmv, E.C.
Bath : I. Pitman, Parsonage-lane.________________

Now ready,
Printed in crown 8vo., about 420p.p., price 9s. j 

T h e  T w o  W o r ld s ,—th e  N a tu ra l an d  th e  S u p ern a tu ra l; 
■heir intimate connexion and relation illustrated by examples and 
testimonies, ancient and m odern; by Thomas Bb m  i” '1;

London; F. Pitman, 20, Patarnoster.row, U , __________

0 «  the 1st o f every month, price 6.1,
T H E  S 1* 1 111 T U A h  M A G A / i I M .

London ! V. P itman , 20, Patornoster-row, K.C, _____

~ A  L a d y  W B I T I N G -M E D I U M , o f  ex tra o rd in a ry  pow er, 
wishes a Partner, who can command capital, to open a first-class 
f*ptnUml Communion, for consolation for the bereaved. bhiM-an wmi- 
mu.it, with the deptn'tod immediately after the fepmt haves '  m bo ly . 
who «re not dead, but living 1 ami will communicate most delightf ul 
intelligence from the Spirit-world, N.B.— Sceptics can be taught
jo write for themselves, quite independent of the medium.

Reference* exclumged, 8, D., Post Office, Croydon, Surrey.

Our Rifles are Ready! Hurrah!
A  Song fo r  Volunteers.

Words by T. Shorter; Music by R. Cooper.
(Easy and ICffectivo.)

H11ST VEltSB.
Wlifi Bays wo tiro cravtm and cold,

Unworthy tlie land of our Biros?
That our hearts worship nothing but gold 

And quench’d are nur patriot tires ?
They lie! for our door oativo land,

Renown'll from the ageB afar.
Prepared against all foce we Btaml,

Our Rides ore ready ! Hurrah !
Ciumus—Then up with the Rifle! Hurrah!

Also,
T h e  E v e n in g  Star. Part Song, with voico parts complete. The 

two compositions are published together, and can be had post-free, 
for 18 stamps.
Two first-class pieces. I f  tho choral organization, oneo so much 

talked about, still exist among tho Volunteers, tho first song should 
be at once taken up by them. It is arranged as a solo and chorus, has 
sensible words, and a vory spirited melody, remarkably appropriate 
to the sentiments expressed. There is a “ swing”  also in the air which 
will make the song favourably listened to from even a poor voice. 
The compass is not extensive, but well chosen for general and effective 
singing. The part-song is on tho same sheet, making the purchase 
an unusually cheap one. Tho harmony of this latter composition 
is excellent, and tho flowing theme is well divided, so as to show off 
the several parts. The Bong is for four voices, and, if well balanced, 
the ensemble should be charming. Tho modulation is especially refined 
and scholarly.— Brighton Guardian.

Metzlkr & Co., London and Brighton.
Also by the same Composer, Price 2s. each,

Over th e D ow n s (W o rd s  b y j .  H . P o w e ll) .— Song and Chorus 
as sung with great applause at the Philharmonic Hull, Islington.

T h e k la ’ s S on g  (from  S ch iller ’ s P ic co lo m in i) .
T h e  B etter L a n d  (W o rd s  b y  M rs. H e m a n s ).
I  H a v e  S om eth in g  to  T e ll  Y o u  T o -N ig h t , L o v e  (W o r d s  

by T, Lokcr.
T h e C hristm as H y m n .—S olo , D u et, an d  C horus.

The above Pieces can he obtained at Half-price.
Mr. Coopor has tho peculiar faculty of associating with his compo- 

sitions tho very life and spirit of the poetry. Ho weds tho words to 
melodies which add to their power, und invests them with spooeliful 
beauty.— Brighton Gazette.

N ew  P sa lm  and H y m n  T u nes, T e  D eu m , an d  T w e n ty -
Four Original Chants, composed and arranged, with voice parts 
complete, for tho Organ, Harmonium, und Piano, by R obert 
Cooper.—Price 2s .; cloth, 2s. Od.

London : Noveixo & Co., 69, Deun-street, Soho.
Tho Harmonies, both in invention and arrangement, are musical to 

a very high degree, and, altogether, tho work is ono which can bo 
strongly recommended, and will bo sure to meot with approval.— 
Brighton Guardian,

H e a lth  in  N atu re ,— a Practical Treatise, showing how “  Oood
Digestion vvnits on Appetite, and Health on both.”  By It. CoorEU.
To ho had of all Booksellers ; Price Gd.
“  Health in Nature”  is a little book all should read. It goes in the 

way of social scionce, and in common sense diction clears tho path to 
health. It is about the cheapest book o f  equal usefulness we liavo had 
tho pleasure to read.— Eastbourne Gazette.

May bo had of F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row, London.

M r. J . H . P o w e ll , au th or o f  “  S p iritu a lism , its  F a cts  and
Phases,”  “  Clippings from Manuscript,”  Ac., will he happy to arrange 
with Secretaries of Institutions to give liis original Entertainment in 
Mesmerism and Electro-Biology, or to deliver Lectures on Spiritualism. 
Terms on application. Address i d, Portland-placc, Eastbourne.

In v a lid s  desirou s o f  M esm erio  T reatm en t a t th e S ea -side
may find benefit by eonumimeating with M r.,]. U, Powell, 4, Portland - 
place, Eastbourne.

Second Edition, pvico Od.,
T h ir ty -tw o  P a p ers  o n  H o m o e p a th y : w ith  an  In tro d u ct io n

and a Supplement showing its practical value. By J acob D ixon, 
L.H.A., &e.

London i J ob Cardwell, 335, Strand, W.C. ; and of the Author, 
8, Great Ormond Street, W.C.

The Thirty-two papers may he had- in assorted Sixpenny Packets.

' a d  VERTiS K 1 ADVERTISE ft " I j iv E U T lS E  !!!
L a d ies  an d  G en tlem en  res id in g  in  L o n d o n  or th e  C ou n try

will find it to their advantage to forward their advertisements to 
J ohn M  a x  w e l l  B rooke, Advertising Agent for the London and 
Provincial Press, 181, Fleet-street, London, E.C. Advertisements 
received for tho Spiritual Times.

Illustrated Advertisements and Bill-Heads neatly designed and 
executed mi very moderate terms.

Printed fov the Proprietor, Mr. R obert Cooler, of Eastbourne, 
in the county of Sussex ; and Published by F rederick Pitman, 
20 Paternoster-row, Loudon, E.C.— Saturday, April 23, 1864.

12 MA 64


