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SPIRITUAL TIMEN

A WEEKLY ORGAN

FOR THE PROMOTION OF

SPIRITUAL AND

PROGRESSIVE TOPICS,

A REGISTER OF PASSING SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA, AND A MISCELLANY

OF SPIRITUAL

LITERATURE.

Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities; it presents us not only with the semblances, but with the positive evidences

cternal existence, causing us to feel that the passing shadows woe speak of belong not to the Spiritual, but to the Material world,

It is

easy to imagine that we are dealing with the absoluto and enduring, because we nssociate our thoughts with the exterpal and
appavently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and cnduring facts aro beyond the tomb.
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“ The life that now is shapes the life that is to be.”
“ Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.”

#@#Igc %yxrxtunl Times.
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A BKITCH OF THE LIVES OF THE BROTHERS
DAVENTORT.
TUEIR MANIFESTATIONS IN ENGLAND, &,

All unrecognised systems have their long battles to main-
tain. DBefore thoy can set victory on their shields and hold
a right to_sccurity of position, thoy must experience ex-
trame trials of discipline and struggle. Not only are thero
schemes, doctrines, and facts connected with them which need
support, but the weapons necessary to carry their conquests
to successful issucs must bo manufactured and oxercised.
That which is old appears new in novel robes, and poople
who are fund of taking little trouble to search and find out
tho truth, but who like to haye no trouble at all, and all
tho advantages accruing to those who take all the trouble
in the bargain, are glad of an excuse to cry down old truths
because they appear to their superticial gaze new. Thaey
like novolty, ospecially if it be of a sensational character,
and aro ready tosanction any impostoror set of impostors who
can manage to surfeit them with novelties. Henee Hum-
bugging has become an Art, which fow people fail to exalt.
Every frosh novelty is counted by a discriminating public
so much the more astounding or gratifying as it exempli-
fies the clovorness of the huian intellect.  He that outdoes
his predecessor and contemporary, in trickery, is rowardod
with the world's aiaplausa, and need not (fn penuriously to
the grave, although whon he gets there the gold he gains
will avail him little. 8o clever havo cortain persons be-
como that the world acknowledgos theirgreatnessand bestows
favours without judgment; some are honest jugglers, those
who fferform their tricks and tell you they deceive you,
others aro dishonest and profess to possess supernatural
powers, which have the effect of exciting the wonder of the
credulous dupos who, in ignoranco of the conjuror's art
imagine their oyes are not made ¢ the fools of the other
senses,”

The practico of conjuring is quite harmless when it is
honestly exercised for beguiling the evening hours, which
wmay _bo put to a worse use than in witnessing & wizard's
palmistry, & But if conjuring be, in any way, performed
under & mask, and the conjuror pretends to a speci

gated power from tho Almighty, no ono can caleulate the
sin and shamo which such dishonesty produces, und
nothing can bo more reprehensible.

Taking our stand npon this ground, let us examino and
tost the oporations of tho Brothers Davenport, disposed to
detect all trickery, and on detection to make a t]horough
eXposure. :

The parents of these extraordinary young men reside in
Buffalo, N. Y. The mother is a Kentish knglishwoman ;
the father claims his origin from Now York. Their
children, two sons (the Brothers Davenport) and one
daughter, have all turned out marvellous mediums. The
young men are now 24 and 25 yomrs of age, whilst their
sister is nbout 19 yoavs old. .Bhe is at tho present time
giving séances in America. It was through her organism
that the family had the first intimations from the spirits
that communications would he given and phenomena pro-
duced. She was impressed ropoatedly to inform her parents
that if they and some frionds would sit, some remarkable
manifestation would bo elicited. They did so, and from
that time -tho boys discovered their medium powers, and
have nevor sinee failod to be used by the invisibles for pur-
poses mystorious and wonderful. Tho carly physical mani-
festations were not at all complicated in charactor—tho
boys being simply earriod about the room. But affer a
time spirit hands touching the persons in the cirele, musi-
cul instruments playing without visible touch, and flying
about the aspartment——spirit-writing, spirit-voices, and
other remurka*)lo phases of the mighty doings of the de-
parted were evokod. Doubtless the early evidences which
came to this family in so sudden and so marvellous & man-
ner, caused them to experience more or less fear. ‘They
had, it is truo, heard of Spiritualism, known friends who
had manifestations too self-evident to bo placed to the score
of ‘psychology,” ¢trickery” and other alleged causes.
We romember hearing one of the brothers relato a fow
child experiences :—

His mother hoard noises in thoe room, and could not
imagine what could have produced them. Sho called up
her children, and sent for a noighbour, who entered the
house to hear nothing, but he went over the house and re-
tired satisfied, porhaps, that Mrs. Davenport faneied ull sho
said sho heard. No soonor had the neighbour departod,
than the mysterious and heavy sounds wore again heard.
The mother sent in for her neighbour-friend again—he
came, but the invisibles ceased knocking and nothing was
heard by him. Incideuts such as these were plentiful
cnough before the children were theroughly developed.
By-and-bye, naturally enough, the parents and children
grow familiar with the mysterious powors which wrought
such wonders through them.

One of the brothers, Ira Davenport, married in 1861, a
half cousin, daughtor of his fathor's sister, who was a ro-
markablo fodium—a dolicatoly finely orgauised boing.
had premonitions which were verified in the course of
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events. She had lost hor father some seven months.  She
dreamed exactly three months before her death that her
father entered her bed-chamber, earrying with him a coffin,
which he placed by the side of the bedstead saying, ¢ Thore,
daughter.” The apparition then disappeared—Dut returned
in a brief spaco of time, bringing a small coffin, which
he placed on the top of the large one, and then finally disap-

eared. Mrs Davenport displayed afterwards no interest
1 worldly affairs for the future—she would tell her hus-
band whenever he tried to ronse her to a sense of carthly
things that she would never recover. She died in childbed
three months after her dream, and the foreshadowed coffing
were in request. She gave directions for her funeral-—said
her coflin could not be got out of the door of her room with-
out great difficulty, which was the fact, when the sad office
was undertaken of carrying her corpse out of the house in
Chicago to the car to be borne to Adrian, Mich., whero
her husband huried her remains in fulfilment of a promise.

The loss sustained in the death of his wife and
first-born is a sad chapter in the life-history of Ira
Davenport. Tt those who so readily hurl denunciations
and pronounce hasty unjustifiable verdicts on mediums
pause—they would do so, if theyhad, as wo have done, lis-
toned to the affecting story of his loss from his own lips.
He does not tamper with human affections and presume on
making capital out of sympathy, but he tells only a story
many of us have heard before, with variations of incident—
but he tells it with a husband’s anguish and a father’s
grief—and this comes not in eagerness,but in sadness, ques-
tioned out of him.

8he was ill for about two years previous to her decesse—
whilst she was in Chicago Illinois, Ira her husband, was in
Wisconsin., 1fe had a dream or vision, in which he saw »
large bird of a most beauteous appearance, its plumage
looking very resplendent—presently, this object which pre-
gented the form of a bird, descended gradually to him, and
then was in an instant transformed to hiswife. She bowed
.and smiled to her hushand, and then ascended and disap-

cared behind the clouds. Tra was much affected by what

¢ saw. The nextday he told Mr Fay and a friend the
.circumstance, and took it as an omen of his wife’s decease.
Mr Fay said he ought not to be superstitious, the noxt night
tho vision was repeated in exactly the same manner. Ira
was still more than over satistied the vision had a more
than ordinary meaning, he went to Kenoshua, and there
he found a mossenger from Chicago, who bore the sad news
to him of his wife's death.

Manifestations of such anextraordinaryphysicalcharacter
which were witnessed by friends and the family soon got
noised abroad. 'Then, quite natural, philosophers and fools
set their heads to work, and the fools outwitted the philoso-

shers. Plain,heavy, looking men, with little spiritual heauty
in their fontures, pronouneed the puzzled wiseacre’s shiboloth
¢ TTumbug,” and gaping thousands took up the echo. Over
the broad domains of America, the fame of these
Davenports spread. Men of high and low degrees—mas-
ters of medicine and mental alchemists, came from far and
near, all fired with the purpose of *finding the trick out,”
and there were not wanting imitators who, professing to
rival them made miserable failures of attempts to give prac-
tical form to their vauntings. The mediums submitted to
varieties of test. They allowed their hands and feet
to be tied by strong sceptics who knew the secret of making
knots, and very often, indeed, did these sceptics torture the
mediums with a callous, heartlegs indifference to humanity,
hut anything rather than supermundane realities, They
tied them with ropes varying in length, and taking some-
times a full hour to secure to their satisfaction. Yet with an
unerring eye the secret agent saw tho complicatod knots, and
after manifesting phenomena, slipped the gordian knots
with the most thorough ease, and that too in a space of
time almost incrodible.

In company with their father for some time and other
agents, these modiums traversed over an immnense portion
of the American territory, from Ohio to the state of Maine.
Their manifestations have been given thousands of times.
They have visited most of the principal towns and cities
within the circuit of their travels, and inall cases marvels
have been witnessed which have caused excitement of no
ordinary character. Their mission has not heen altogether
one of safety or plessant to contemplate, only in the heroic
sense; they have been opposed, and submitting to tests have

triumphed—Dut in America, as here, there are mon who
are not only strong in physical powers, but in prejudices,
and those prejudices have grown into demons in certain in-
stances, and the men who ownoed them have been their
slaves.  Organised conspiracies hore and there have threa-
tencd the Brothers Davenport and their agents with des-
truction, and the chances of escape have scemed nowhere,
but over the invisible influences which manifested their
presence and power so often to them guarded and warned
them and they did escape.

The furore created against them at one time was so great
that it was certain, had their encmies taken them that they
would havo suffered the fate of common malefactors, and
have yielded up the ghost from the overhanging branches
of somo trec. But a mysterious Providence was with them,
and having passed through tho fierce fiery ordeal of perse-
cution without being injured, excoptby seandal and a period
of thirty days’ imprisonment, the brothers have loft behind
them tho Atlantic Ocean, and are here in the midst of our
Philosophically Materialistic life, doing their work and pre-
pared to continue to do it. In America, they were sub-
mitted to test-committoes, and were continually subjected to
the most searching scrutiny. Yet the way in which the
kand is produced—the voice is heard, the musical instru-
ments p}nyed, has not been found out, on any one of the
whole range of Matcrialistic Hypotheses.  The modes of
testing have sometimos heen ingenions—boxes have been
made which wero intended to settle the question in a jiffy.
These boxes had very accommodating holes for tho arms
and fect and were fastened on the mediums. Yet all the
visible appearanco of fhe hand and the playing of the music
resulted just the same, and then the mediums walked forth
before the audience free as tho air. One account which
comoes to us speukn of a wsack #ost which was
spoedily ¢ sacked.”” The boys were tied well and fast
to their chairs, then a sack was put over them and nailed
to the floor; this was done to win heavy bets, but they
were lost, Of courso the betfers on the sceptical side were
confident of winning. How could it be possible for the
mediums to do the feats with a sack nailed over them?
The trick would be now exposed, they were all quite sure,
and the mediums would for ever after lose caste, and the
¢ Spiritual Humbug ** would no longer thrive. Vory con-
fident, indeed, were these sceptics, and vory confident wore
the invisible agonts who watched unseen the whole scene.
Thousands of peoplo were present to witness this final
stroko of sceptica{‘diplomacy. But those thousands were
soon mado fo cheer tho mediums and laugh at the
diplomatists—for the musical instruments did play and
whirl aboutinthoairasusualand other wonderful manifesta-
tionstook place, which entirely set the philosophersand foolsat
sea, whilst wise men looked on and thought in silence and
waited for & hypothesis more satisfactory than ¢ jugglery”
or ‘‘psychology.”

(To be continued.)

B e e

e —————
THE PEARL OF DAYS.

Ilail! sacred day of rest,

To man in mercy given ; ’
The sweetest and the best,—

A foretaste hiere of Ilcaven.

The week-day toil is o'er,
Now wenry man reposes ;
Again, its sacred lore
The Holy Book digcloses.

With solemn, rev'rent air,
The father reads the page

Of God’s dear love and care
Toman in ev'ry age.

The children gather round ;
The maid and wife are there ;

They list the Gospel's sound,~
They join in Sabbath prayer.

All hail ! thou pear] of duys I—
The holicst and the best ;
Teacher of wisdom’s ways,
Hail! sacred day of rest.
T. 8uonrex,
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CHRISTIAN LEGENDS.
THE STORY OF SAINT CHRISTOPHORUS.
[Translated from the German by YWiLriax Maccart.]

In his early life the name of Saint Christophorus had been Reprobus.
A heathen was Reprobus, belonging to the land of Canasn, a man of
gigantic stature and of superhuman strength. For a long time after
he had arrived at the years of maturity, he lived in obedience to his
own passions and caprices ; and, from his wild and insolent character,
he was always at strife, was continually quarrelling. Whenever he
entered on acombat he was sure to conquer, and this happened so often,
that at last he began to entertain the idea that he was 1nvincible. As
he could thus accomplish his will in everything, he began to lose
delight in a life where opposition had C(‘:ﬂBCLf. Inasmuch as everyone
fled before him or trembled at his approach, he no longer knew what
to do with his boundless freedom of action, and with his excess of force,
and one day he said to himself, “ How meagre and miscrable is haman
cxistonce ! Yor what has it been ereated 2 Whatis it really intended
that, as human beings, we should do* I can annihilate whom, and
what I will, nothing resists me, yet why should I not employ and ex-
pend my faculties in some shape ¥ Kveryone is so small and so con-
temaptible ns not to deserve to be conquered by me. I cannot persist
merely in being my own master and lord over others, for I have attained
the summit of that to which my ambitious desire ever urged me, and
T have arrived at the conviction that all my victories were nothing but
a vain delusion. I must turn my mind to something altogether
different : I must think of serving and obeying, instead of commanding.
If I wander afar, and ask evermore for the greatest lord and master,
gelrhnpsnl may find him : to him and to none other must I henceforth

elong.

No sooner said than done; he set forth on his pilgrimage. That he
might accustom himself to serve, he gave free vent to his caprices when
he came in contact with anyone as ho marched along. After long
wandering in foreign lands, he was at last informed that there was a
great lord and king, who ruled with immense authority over land and
people. To this monarch he drew near, and bound himself to be al-
ways faithful and obedient to him. The king was glud to have him
pear him, bestowed on him his favour, and was grateful for his services,
which were of signal value.

This state of things continued for a considerablo time, Afterwards,
however, when such obedience without necessity, and without object,
began to be tiresome to the mighty Christopher, he grew more attentive
to his master and to his master’s circumstances and environments, and

rceived that when the king's musician sometimes sang before his

ord, he occasionally uttered tho name of theDevil, Whenever this
took place, the king, who was a good Christian, made the sign of the
cross. As Christophorus did not yet know anything about Christianity
and the cross, he was exceedingly astonished thereat, and puzzled as to
what it meant. ¥e therefore asked tho king, “ Why do you make
these two strokes before you " The king hesitated how to answer.
He did not know at the moment why he was ashamed to give an ox-
planation. ‘When Christophorus saw him so perplexed, and apparentl
ashamed, he thought that some impertant secret must be concealed.
He, therefore, repeated the question, threatening that if he did not
receive a satisfactory answer he had determined to leave the
king.

Thercupon the king replied, “If I must tell the truth, I make the
sign of the cross as often as I hear tho Devil spoken of, that he ma,
gain no power over me. The cross as the symbol of the death whic
the Saviour suffered, is the best protection which has been given us
against the despotism of the Devil.”

“That has been given you against the despotism of the Devil #*
asked Christophorus, ¢ Thus then 3‘00 cannot, by your own strength,
protect yourself from the Devil, and you are afraid of him P If that
18 tho case, then I have been mistaken in supposing that thero is no
greater one in the world than you. If the Devil, as you call him, is
armed with might to injure you, then as soon as you need help to brave
his empire, I must bo willing to serve him rather than you, and I must
lslgek"him who is so much more powerful than you until I find

im.

“The Devil signifies what is carthly in general,”’ spake the king
“and the individual, how strong soever he may be, cannot, without
divine help, resist all carthly influences.”

This explanation was of no avail, and Christophorus left the king,
being somewhat distrustful of the divine aid of which the latter had
spoken. Therefore, Christophorus determined to serve all rathor than
an individual.

The strong man was thus again his own master, and enquired overy-
where respocting tho person of the wicked one, but no man could tell
him where he was to be found. He sought diligently, day after day,
wherosoever the light of the sun penetrated, but he could not discover
him. One da{ he had wandered so far into a wilderness that at the
going down of the sun he could find no sheltering roof, and half the
. night he roamed about without counsel or comfort. Then he met a
large troop 9f horsemen, and saw, towering above the others, a dark
man of formidable aspect, who rode insolently and impetuously towards
him, and asked him what ho was secking,  Christophorus answered
that ho was seeking the Devil, and was willing to be his servant, and
when the dark man replied that ho himself was tho Dovil, and that he
was willing to try him to see whether he was worth anything, they
made a covenant in the black night, and Christophorus entered into the
Devil's servico. He performed contentedly and unreservedly whatover
the Devil commanded, and was 50 heartily delighted with the Devil’s
omnipotence, so proudly and promptly proved in word and deed, and
was with this new master somuch better pleased than with tho former
one, that, according to his conviction, no more illustrious or powerful
lord lived on the earth than he.

The master and the servant were once travelling about in thoir usual
way when they came to a cross, on account whereof the Fiend could

not proceed further in the same direcction. The potent Christ'ophorus-
perccived the circumstance at once, saw what coniusion had seized the
Devil at the sight, and asked him “ Why are you going round instead
of marching straight on ¥’

The wicked one dashed along at o furious rate, and incapable of
answering a single word, trembled in every limb, At last, when he
had gonea considerable distance, he grew a littlo calmer, and confossed
that he was infinitely afraid of the sign and symbol of tho Nedeemer,
and was forced to fly whenever he camo noar it. .

This put an end to the relations between the Dovil and Chrlstophorus H
and Christophorus departed, saying, “1f you fly from tho sign and
symbol of Christ, O Fiend, it is a proof that he is more powerful
than you. 1 can thercfore no longer serve you, but must seek
Christ.” .

Christophorus went forth once more into ull the world, and enquired
as diligently after Christ as he had enquired after tho Devil, but he
had no thought or inclination in his searches further than finding the
strongest lord on the earth.

o asked small and great, poor and rich, the distinguished and the
ohscure, priests, loarned men and laymen, where Christ dwelt, but ho
asked in vain. Evcryone protended to know, and sent him by erooked
ronds, by straight ronds, by cross roads—hither and thither, but where-
ever ho came, in churches, and temples, and palaces, in tho throng qf
cities, in the tumult of men, in the calm of rural regions, in tho loneli-
ness of the sca, Christ he found not, whom he had gone forth to seck,
and whom ho had taught himself to regard us the greatest of lords and
kings. But ho was not by reason hereof weary, and he sought the
more zealously and joyfully thelesshe seemod to have entored the right
track.

Ono morning, in the deep solitude of w forost, when he could have no
other fecling, no other thought than for nature and truth, he mota
pious hermit, who was standing before his lowly abode. He entered
into conversation with him, and conficed to him the aim of his pilgrim-
ago. 'The hermit looked at him fixedly, and said, ** Assuredly the
Lord Christ is tho most puissant king in the world, and thou dost well,
my son, in desiring to live as his sorvant : ho rewards his friends with
boundless bounty, and it is not so difficult as you think to find him.
“T'o him who chorishes for Christ an earnest longing, he is immediately
revealed.”

Heroupon ho instructed his guest in the doctrines of Christianity,
which excited, at first, the profound astonishment of the potent Chris~
tophorus. But he felt more and more inclined to trust the old man,
and was so attentive to the hermit's instructions, that by degrees the
resolution arose in his hoart to sorve Christ body and soul for ever.
This resolution ho communicated to the hermit with simplicity and
sincerity, and the hermit spake anew: * This Spiritual King of the
world and of men, is the foe of all sinful deeds, and gracious alone to
those who aro pure and virtuous. It is needful, thercfore, that for
Christ’s sake you should watch and pray as God commands; and thus.
are you pleasing unto him and fulfil his holy will."”

The hermit expected that, with childlike humility and obedience,
Christophorus would give heed to this counsel; but how groat was
his astonishment when Christophorus cried, in fiorcest anger, “ I am
certainly not inclined to act as you persuade me ; I am determined to
pray, fast, and watch, neither now nor at any future time, and, if I can
serve God inno other way than this, 1 must abandon all attempt what-
ever at serving him.”

Tho old man was much grioved, and made farther urgent entreaties,
but at last ho was driven to thoe conclusion that his words were fruit-
less. 1o, however, again took courage, and after some moments of’
oarncst reflection, he said to the puissant Christophorus, *‘There is at
a certain placo, a deop, wild stream, over which leads neither bridge
nor path, and which hinders travellers from proceeding straight on.
If you, for the sake of God, aro willing to carry travellers over the
stream, you can make yourself more agreeabls to God by this than by
any other service. You havoe strongth, and a lofty stature, and the
occupation cannot bo for you either very irksome or very diflicult.”

The good counsel of the hermit was admirably wise in the circum-
stances, and found the huge Christophorus ready to follow it. Buch a
servico of (God was exactly suited to him; the ordinary servieco of other
men he could not understand : for ho was not willing to put into sub-
jection or to lay aside his strong nature. The holy and sagacious old
man showed him the way to tho stream, near to W{i(:h Christophorus
built himsolf an humble abode, and, conspicuous alike for mildness
and for modesty, lived theneeforth in the service of God. Many tra-
vellors came,~needing his help; and, holding a young tree as a staff
in his hands, he carried them, for the sake of (God, through the wild
stream, and he trusted with unwavering confidence the promise
of the hermit, that, sooner or later, he would see and find Christ him-

self.

After he had passed a considerable time in this employmont, worn
out with toil, he threw himself one evening on his beX He had just
fallen asleep, when the sound of a child’s voice roused him from his
ropose.  Ho rose, took his staff, and went out: though he looked
everywhero around, he could not find the porson who had called him*
Lyin§ down again, to enjoy the rest he much neoded, ho had scarcely
closed his eyes, when he {ward a child's voice again calling his name.
e hastoned out for the second time into the dark night, but it was
only to seck without being ablo to find. It was not till the third time
and the third call, that he perceived, by thesolitary bank of the stream,
a child, that roquested to be carried overthe wild water.

Christophorus looked at the child; stooped down, and took it in his
arms : with his staff in his hand, he marched boldly into the stroam.
The air was still, tho heaven was serene, the soft waves shone in the
gleam of tho stars that were mirrored thercin, and the bearer of the
child left the bank behind him.  But he had scarcely gone ten steps,
when there was a mysterious motion around him, and the waves rose :
they howled the florcer, and they rose the higher the farther ho came.
At the same time the child grew as heavy as if it were made of lead,
and it alwaya grew the heavier the more the water mounted. The
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child almost crushed the strong giant under its weight, and tho mighty
man was afraid lest ho should be overwhelmed in his combat with the
flood, and be drowned.

Thus he came, umid the raging of the elements, to the middle of the
stream, and hestood still there to gain frosh strepgth. He panted, and
his great chest heaved, and it was only with a torrible effort that ho
could keep himself ercct. Thercupon ho spake to the child: * How
heavy art thou, my child! I feel as if I were carrying the wholo world
on my shoulders.”

"The marvellous child looked at the face of Christophorus, which the
latter had thrown back, and the child answered, * Thou carriest not
mercly the whole world : thou carriest also him who created heaven
and carth, thy King and thy God, for whom thou labourest, and to
find whom thou hast so long been yearning. T am well pleasod with
thee, thou hast served me well. Thon art in thy eareor tho truest
Christian in the land, and thou art to bo the bearor of my doctrine, of
which I give thee here assured signs.”

Then the child took the head of the mighty Christophorus, and
dipped it in the water with the words: I baptise thee in the name of
God my Father, of the Bon—that is myself-—and of the Holy Spirit ;
and I wish thee to Lo called Christophorus, or the Christ bearer. Asa

roof that I am really Christ, thou canst take thy branchless and bud-

cas staff, on which thou art now leaning, and plant it in the ground,

vf;}‘xlg{:,’at the dawn of tho day, behold it blooming and covered with
ita.'

The child vanished from the eyes of Christophorus, and as soon as
the burden was taken from his shoulders, as soon as the voice of tho
child had ceased to sound in his ears, the raging flood grow calm, and
the waves sunk back to their accustomed bed, as if ashamed of their
fury, and as if tranquillised l:f’ an internal foree. A moment ago tho
fierco tempest had reigned, and had bent down to the ground the tops
of the trocs on the banks, and now & soft west wind murmured in the
branches, and crept whispering over the mirror-like stream, tho day
meanwhile dawning in the east,

The holy Christophorus had become a new man, and he folt the
stream of immense and ineffablo joy lowing in his innormost being. ITo
was 80 calm and mild that he could not help smiling at himself when
he thought of his former insolent strength, or remembercd his wild,
uneultivated nature: his faults indoed had not yet wholly vanished,
but they had been brought into subjection to the Divine Spirit.

As soon as_he came to the bank, he foll on his kneos and carnestly
thanked the Lord for the grace which ho had bestowed on him. Then
he rose, and planted, as Christ had told him to plant, his long staff in
the ground. An irresistible wearinoss forthwith scized him, and over-
come by sleep, he, without stirring from the spot, sank down to the
ground. Hs had a dream, and saw Heaven oponed, before the glory
and aplendour of which his ordinary consciousnoss departod.  Ilo
thought that he had himselt been changed into his own staff, and he
folt Lthat the great joy of having borne the Saviour of the world gava
increasing expansion to his soul,~in proportion to tho growth of the
tree. It put forth the boughs, the branches, and the leaves of noblor
thonghts, feelings, and deeds,~and thereon hung, as blossoms and ns
fruita, the holy joys of parudiso.

‘When he awoke again thera was bright sunshine, and ho lay under

a green, umbrageous tres, into which his staff, in the space of a fow
hours, had changed. 'Tho treebore the most magnificent blossoms and
fruits,and on its gorgeous summit, hundrods of bird sang thoir morning
song.
. Lhrough the influence of the miracle that Christ had accomplished
in regard to him, holy Christophorus grew so much in love and trust
toward God, that ho abandoued the employment he had been following,
and instead thereof was able, as priest and apostle, by the proaching
and the proclamation of the doctrine of Christ to do somothing botter
and more useful. He set forth as a pilgrim, ancw into the wide
world, and came, guided by the Holy Spirit, to a city in which the
Christians, for their faith in the Redeemer, sufferod many and grovious
cruelties and persecutions, Thero the holy man died with paticnce and
Joy the martyr's death.

THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS.

(To the Editor of the Daily Chronicle.)

81»,—The Brothers Davenport, in their desire to convey infor-
mation vespecting the extracrdinary phenomena which occur in
their presence, invited a party of about eighty literary gentlemen
to mest them a fow evenings ago, and witness their manifestations,
a report, or rather n burlesque of which meeting is given in your
igsue of to-day. The Mesars. Davenport have fallen into the old,
old error of casting pearls before quadrupeds. I quote you an
extract from o report of the same meeting, which appeared in the
Standard, and in which you sce how the eighty gentlemen who
were present conducted themselves, and wﬁ»at t%xey considered
philosophical and reasonable enquiry, The writer says—* Some
relieved their inward mortification by what is popularly known as
*chafly’ of which many a bushel wna cast at tho feet of the
practernatural philesophers, as fit provender to ropair the wasto of
s{:mtual power, some sxploded in cracker-like denuncintions of
the whole affair us & paltry juggle, and these worried Dr Ferguson
with strictures ou sll his” proceedings ; in short, the eoxperi-
mentalists had » rough time of it.” Having read this, I say
that Bome men arc not worthy of being invited to take part in a
philosophical enquiry, and that the touch of the pen of some
writers would turn the “ breath of morn itself into putrescence.”

I am, yours respectfully,

' T. P. Bangas.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Oct. 21, 1864 P. BaRrkas

DR. CUMMING'S VIEWS ON SPIRITUALISM,

We take the following from Dr Cummings’ ¢ Great Tribulation ”—
a work extensively circulated.

“I have been shocked at hearing accounts of the spread of o system,
known as Spiritualism, that attempted a lodgment here, and was
laughed out of society by every sensible man, It has scttled and
rooted itself in Awmeriea, and counts its increasing thousands of
followers, It traces its succession ost legitimately to the witch of
Fndor ; like her it professce to hold communion with spirits in
heaven and in hell ; and pretends, blasphemously pretends, to bring
down from heaven by knocking on a table, the spirit of anyone who
has died, from the cominencement of the Christinn era down to the
present moment. It is diflicnlt to believe that such nonsense can
flourish out Bedlam ; yet the other day T read in an American paper,
that “this Spiritualism is spreading over the country ; already its
adherents are great and respectable in number, above medioerity in
talent, and are found chiefly among the upper classes of America ;
among men influential in the Churcl, and in political lite, and in
literature ; many others, like Festus, are half persuaded ; and some
come Nicodemus-like,”—that is n mistake; it ought to have been
Saul-like; for it is for the same reasons that they come. 'l‘h'ese Spirit~
ualists have four or five newspapers of great influence and circulation;
the proprietor of one previously a clergyman.  They have twenty-five
thousand adherents secret or open in Boston alone ; more than ten
thousand are avowed believers, or ns the orthodox phrase is, professors
in Spiritualism ; they have three places of worship in that city open
cvery Bunday ; they have service in different halls, which they have
hired throughout the country, their literature is on the increase, some
of their hooks have a large circulation ; und a judge uponthe benehhas
adopted it publicly ; and some of the preachers of the Spiritualist
doctrines have congregations and mectings three times a day in con-
ncetion with this horrid horesy. How unexpeeted, how startling, that
this system, so utterly baseless, so utterly inconsistent with the Word
of God, should bo taken up by reflecting minds !  Does it not suggest
at least the possibility, shall I say the probability, that these things

may be the first sprinklings of the fulfitment of the awful prophecy in -

my text, that before the end arrive there shall arisc false prophets?
"These false spirits “ shall show great signs and wonders.” I need not
allude to the signs and wonders that those men to whom 1 have just
reforred show : some of thom scem startling ; but I cannot belicve,
even with those who have minutely investigated the matter, that
there is anything supernatural in Spirituslism. I do not believe that
they can summon a spirit from heaven or hell ; or that Satan would
employ so bungling o system to carry out his own purposes and
schemes, T have found no evidence of it.  Satan is in it, in the sense
in which he i8 in everything that is bad, in everything that would
corrupt and contaninate the truth and arrest its progress among man-
kind, and in this delusion supremely ; but in any other sense 1 can-
not believe, notwithstanding all that has been said, that he is there;
and still less can I believe that God would send a spirit from its
happy home to gratify the itching curiosity of a fool who pretends to
have communications with heaven while he has never sought to have
useful communications with his own corrupt and depraved heart,
But while it may be nothing ns & reality, it may be a pre-significant
sign, a partial fulfilment of the proplicts ; and as such alone I regard it.
“There shall be fulse prophets,”

Tt is extremoly difficult for the Doctor, consistently with his
opinion expressed ten years ago—to admit that the Devil is at the
bottom of spiritusl phenomena.  Ie talks strongly enough about
“nonsense,” * Bedlam,” ¢ Bungling,” ¢ blasphemy,’” and so on. But
he does not sny that the facts are not facts, or that they originate
cither in Heaven or Hell, If Dr Cumming is not prepared to deny
their existence it seems to us “bungling nonsense” for him to dispute
(tuking his theology into nccouml) their origin. 'l'o be consistent, he
is driven to one of two Fathers—the Wather God or ‘the father of lies.”
Spiritualism must, according to the Doctor’s notions, be the child of
God or of the Devil, unless an_intermediate_independent cause can
own the paternity. Surely Dr Cunuming on this subject is at sea in
“ eovening clouds.”

(To be continued.)

DISTURBANCES IN TIIE COUNTY OF DOWN.
(From the * Methodist's Magazine  of 1787.)

Tlizabeth and Margaret Mathers, with Isabella Mitchell, sister-
in-law to Margaret Mathers, are three elderly women of un-
blemished character, and excmplary behaviour.  They have lived

together for many years at Drumarran, noar Guilford, in the
country of Down,  In the year 1780, sbout a week before Christ-
mas, Margaret Mitehell going to spin as usual, missed the whirl of
her wheel, which she sought for overywhore ; but it was not to be
found : till as she wag sitting about eight days after, it was laid
upon her lap. The noxt evening, Molly Bteward (a girl about ten
years old that was with them) laying down her spocl, it was
whipped away ; but half an hour after it lny at her sido broken.
'Tho night after, when she had just done spinning, hor wheel-hack
was broken ; aud so were seversl of their hacks, within a few days
after. That nightwhen they wentoutof the roomto family-prayer,
they left the candle burning in the chimney, When they returned,
thoy found it taken out of the candlestick, and put into another at
some distance. .

After Isabella Mitchell was gono to bed, with her pocket as
usual at her head, it was snntched away and thrown at the boed’s
feet. Her sister took it up and gavo it to her. Quickly it
way thrown thither again. She gave it her again, It was

bl
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snatched a third time and thrown upon the floor. She then rose
and put it under her side, and it was taken away no more. In
the morning when she rose, it was thrown after her on the floor,
as was the Bible which she had laid under her head.  She took it
up and laid it on the dresser. DBut it was presently lifted up, and
thrown at Thomas Ballance, whom it hit on the side.

While the class was meeting, many stones were thrown across
the room, as if two sets of men had been pelting each other, One
of these struck Thomas Meltleton on the head and raised » large
lump. Betty Mathers having had all her papers thrown about,
had thought to secure the class-paper, by putting it in the Bible,
And this she laid close to her. ~ But quickly it rose up before
them all, and leaped into the window. She took it up intending
to take out the class-paper, But it was not there. Quickly after
it was strewed over Robert White, beidg torn into a hundred

ieces.

P One of their neighbours sitting by, said, it is an impudent devil,
to dare to meddle with the Bible. Immediately a knife wasaimed
at ber face, and came with the point foremost. But being inter-
cepted.by the head of her cloak, it did no harm. The same day
several parts of their goods (which were not many) were either
broke or taken away. And in general, whatever they had occa-
sgion to use, was just then taken away. But the greater part of
the things taken away, were brought again in a little while.

From this time they were troubled more and more. Everything
wag thrown about the house, trenchers, noggins, fire-shovels,
pokel:, tongs, pot'hogks and candlesticks. Many strangers as well
as neighbours came in: and most of them were struck on the
head, breast, arms, or other parts, either with trenchers, noggins,
potatoes or stones. Yet none were considerably hurt.

Fan}]y Brennan, a young woman that lived at the next door,
came in some days after, and sitting down by the fire said—Well
Inever got any stroke yet. Presently the rock of the wheel that
stood over against her, flew by her head and struck violently
against the wall. Very well, said she, but it has not hitme. She
had hardly spoke, when the bearer of the rock, came swiftly across
the room, and hit her a smart blow upon the forchead. She got
up in great haste, and cried out, I will stay here no longer.
Margaret Mathers said—See the impudence of the devil! Ths
words were scarce out of her mouth, when a noggin of water was
thrown in her foce, and the noggin thiown into the fire.

A few nights after, Sarah Wood, our next door neighbour came
in, and said to our girl, I hear your wheel is spoiled: but I will
soon set it right. While she was endeavouring to do so, the
fore-standard vanished away, She sat down in surprise: presently
it dropped from the tog of the house, and hit her on the collar-
bone, with a considerable noise. She catched Betty Mathers in
her arms, and said—O that I was out of the house. But I dare
not go by myself. Who will go with me ? Betty said, I will ; and
walked across the room. As she walked, a stone struck her on
the back, and ns she opened the door, amother stone struck
violently against it.

Some days after, Jobn Lindsay coming to see us in a storm
night, we desired him to lodge with us. When he went to bed,
he put one of his stockings in the other as his manner was, But
in the morning, one of them was wanting, nor could it be found
anywhere. But eight days after it fell down from the top of the
bouse, As he was then going away, he laid his stick out of his
hand and immediately it was gone. Neither could wefind this any-
where : but a few days after we saw it standing behind the door.
. Once and again the blankets were pulled off us, when we were
in bed. In the morning they were found, rammed in, behind the
«coupler of the house. One night a sheet was taken away : which we
found two days after, folded up and put in a box. ~While our
girl was_combing her head, Eer peck-handkerchisf was carried
away. Eight dn{s after it was brought again and laid down,
stuck full of crooked pins without heads.

When we had made up some yarn to carry to the market, it
was not to be found. After some time we found ona hank of it,
thrust into a pitcher of water ; another into a vessel of sowings.
While Isabel Mitchell aat reeling yarn, she got several blows on
the head and cheek, one time with a pewter plate, snother with
little stones, or with small clods of dirt orelay, Once several
sharp stones were thrown down the chimney, which cut the yarn,
ag if in had becn cut with a knife.

Frequently when they were washing or preparing to wash their
.clothes, either the clothes or the soap was taken away. And it
was in vain to seck them, till after some time they were brought
again. Frequently the potatoes they had boiled and were going
10 eat, were snatched off the dish or plate: and after & little time
thrown at them, 8o as to strike them on the face or breast,

While Margaret Mather was making a poultice, to apply to Mr
Blake's sore throat, several lumps of dirt and clay were thrown
into it, go that it was quite spoiled. Aund for five weeks, almost
cvery moveablo in the house, was continually thrown up and down,

An account of these things coming to the ears of a neighbouring
gentleman, 8ir R. I———, he determined to search the matter to
the bottom, and find out the imposture, With this view, he went
to thh house himself, with two or three other gentlemen: he
searched every holo and corner of the house ; but could discover
nothing : at length he saw several large potatoes roll along the top
of the house, and fall just before him, while the potatoes that

were in a basket, rose up and Hew all about the house. ~ Meantime
a large stone came out of the wall, flew with great force across
the room, and rebounding from the opposite door, fell down just
at his foot. Ile took up this, with several of the potatoes, and
carvied them to his own house.

When he came home he related what he had seen, to his lady
and her company. So he did afterwards to several others. Bus
they were not ready to believe him. A fortnight after, he desired
several of them to go and see with their own eyes. A little party
of them agreed so to do, and went to the house together. While
they were in the house they saw many stones rattling upon the
dresser. Aud many potatoes were thrown by unseen hands from
every corner of the house : insomuch that some of the company
were not a little frighted, and madoe haste out of it. And every
one was fully satisfied, that thore was no fraud or contrivance in
the matter. Indeed no reasonable man could suppose there was :
a8 there was 80 great a number of witnesses who could not be
deceived themselves, and could have no possible motive to deceive
others.

The common roport was that all these disturbances were owing
to a man in the town. And what gave some weight to this repors
was, that after a Magistrate had examined him, and threatened
to take another course with him if the house was disturbed any
more, it was disturbed no more, but all things remained in perfect
quietness.

e

Corregponuvence,

[IFe do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinrons of correspondents.]

[Our correspondents for the future will favor us, and benefit the
cause of Spiritualism most, by discussing the phenomenal, rather than
the doctrinal aspects of the subject. Wo have given fair latitude for
the expression oFopinion, and have omitted no letters howover strongly
worded, because wo wished to give scope for argument and allow rull
frecdom of oxpression. Weo havo dono this with the purest of motives,
and trustour triendswill now takeas much interestin contributing facts,
and discussing phcenomenal phases, as they buave done doctrinal.—
En, 8. T.]

THE DAVENPORTS' MANIFESTATIONS.
(To the Editor of the Srirrrvan Tives.)

“Sir,~—1I witnossed with much pleasure somo manifestations which
took place at the Hanover-square Rooms, on the 7th instant, and as I
have not, in the various reports which havo appeared, seen any accounts
of the peculiar character given to the séancs by tho appearance of kands
different im shado and colour, I venture to send you this note. I ob-
served that some of the hands wore of a bright flesh colour, whilst
others were of a yellowish cast, differing as mnch in sizo and shape as
colour, In tho dark circle I distinctly saw a bright light flash on Mr,
Fay before each manifestation (excepting the coat experiment). Tha
position T oceupied prevented meo from secing if the same phenomena
of the light appeared about the person of Mr. Davenport.

) W. Warrace.
139, George's-road, Holloway, N.,
October 17th.

SPIRIT MESSAGE.
[To the Epiror of the Serrrrvan Trvus.]
Quorndon, Oct. 23, 1864.

Sin,—I have had many communications in writing by the hand of
the Lord upon mo, (Sce 1 Chron. xxviii. 19, 12.) Butsince the pub-
lication of the Srixitran TiMes have contentod myself by being a mere
observer of spiritunl phenomena as made known through its pagoes. As
I sat reading it this morning I felt strong spiritual impressions which
induced mo to again tako my pen in hand, and after praying to
Almighty God for His cspecial spiritual gnidanco, my body was quickly
and mightily shool, and soon wroto the following—* Write forth
what I shall now command thee, The apirit of the Lord is mightily
at work, and the mighty structure of superstition and falsely-termoed
cnlightenment, which is tho result of px‘icstcmft and designing worldly-
minded men, under a cloak of religion, must give way and crumblo
with tho dust. These things God hath declared to His chosen instru-
ments, and now the Brothers Davenport are doing much towards the
accomplishment of the ono great end of convineing the minds of the
peoplo of this land of the power at work in the difterent nations of tho
carth ; und though the manifestations are looked upon with suspicion
and distrust, they will lead to o development of a greator apiritual
power in the minds of men, and then such manifestations as at prosent,
will not bo nocossury, as the poople will seo their errors and delusions,
and will willingly beliove tho teachings of my spirit made manifest
amongst them. The fullness of timo s now at hand, so bo proparcd
for what shall follow.,"

1f you think the above spiritunl communitation worth a place in the
Tiues you can insert it, I am, siv, yours respectfully,

J, Caxny.



g

23 THE SPIRITUAL TIMES.

[Saturday, Qctober 29, 1864,

REMALKADLE MANIFPESTATIONS,
{To the Enrtux of the Srnarvar Tises.]

ST kave but recently roturmd from visiting soms friends in the
country, whoe are firm bebevers in Spiritualisim, end as what 1 thero
saw muay inderest yourself and poders 1 venture to request the in-
porticn of this narmtive in your ni xt impression.

As you roquest that numes may be given in full, I begin by stating
that the manif staticns took plaee in the town of Yzm\mutix, at the
Lotz of Mr and Mrs Gordon, their two souns Geore and John, myseli,
their daughiter, Mury, and & fow nedghbours, together with themiselves
furming the only audictes that withread the remarkable ocourrences
I am aleut to relate.

{t must b nndepstond when L arvived [ was decidedly an unbeliover
in the spiritual manif stations | kad heardof vr read sbout | when 1 re-
turned I will lesve your meadors o judge of the state of my mind by
the state of their own after reading this letter,

The son John, und the daughter Mary, had bevn found to be mediums
uhout two months before, and they held & mance on the Saturday
after my arrival,

On the first eveasion we were soated in the parlour around s lnrge
Lo table, and we had not been sitting long betore the table begun to
swuy backwards and furwands as if mounted on curved pinces of wood,
Like & rocking-horse, Of counwe | immediately accused somo une of
mosing i, but was scon convineed of my ertor, and told to wait
patiently, snd I should » o somcthing more wondorful still. The table
sow hegan to sway visleatly, and wis several times Litbed ofF its foed,
aud turned completely round.

Miax (3. DUw ili'kf.‘{ if there wone any <pirits paesent anl whether
14y woubl communiente, The teble was sovoral tine overy smartly
eapped on the top,  This vory much adetibhed 1oe, 56 1 am confident
nune voudd huv rupped without being soen,

The son Johin now juocured some pajor and & poocil, and seating
hizsell in a chair, eame suddenly to all spge amace dead, wve that
bis eyes were of«n, slthough thess wan a vacant sboc sbout them
which shewed that be was unconschma of what was passing arounsd,
Howerer, he camne fm:ﬁadl_v to himaeif in o fow minntes, and roosined 5
15 4 wort of dranice, but capuble of unde mdanding whid was said.

Mr i, asked iF his mother wasy presnt, and on putting pencil to
juprr B trapspined Wt she was, The following sentors wers
then writtin 1

B of goond choer, your business will proaper.”

“ You will soom gt the baetter of your thunmation”

“ | am vory happy, st there s great happiness for you and yours™

Of courss: 1 saked to o this witing, m;ri waz not 3 litte astonished
o find it in s budy's haad, and very unbike John's ealipraphy, & lotter
frum wherm, containing the invitation which bl to the visit, was in
my pocket. Omw of the spitits now wrote thet ho had somathing to
wil Mr W one of the visitors, who sxprosmd his anxisty to ﬁmu
auything voncorning Limaell.  This wnlencs was slmost imme-

dhiately writtene—

* Your brig ¢ Susan’ is a wreck on Hisborough Sands.™

Ha exproaed unbelicl, as the * Busan " should have been at London
:md;mi( wet readdy to wtart.  However, be inguired who it wan, and
posived the name of » former caplain of the voanel, whio had been dead
abcut 12 months.  The next wriling was—

M you wish to presirve the *Fanerslda' from a lke fato,
disharge the supereargo.”

And on being wekod why ¥

“ $1e i & bad man, sl will seattle her”
~ This sgarit then left, kod afer a fow vthor questions had boen put,
the arunce closad,

The pext m being Sundsy thers were betwoon twonty and thirty
asmtubibnd, Mary Gordon actid oa medium.  After s varity of
trivial guestions had beenn answered, 1 thought [ would try whother
thore wory any spiriis whoe would communients with e, | had not to
wait -long ere D'was informod that thers wes ene to nn from my
geateimother to this offict~"That sk was very comfortnble, and had
I sy quostions to ask.”™ 1 dechined, na § ught, on prudentid
wronnds, and wau not 8 little starthd to behold

“Go to Mew M., of S8aamundham, and she will give you a Bible,
that 1 lodt with her

Khortly afler this weeage, Mr W, who bad readivid auch
rovarkabls communiontion the night javvious, came in and said
Hiat U wae quites true, Bis vessel the ¥ Huwan,” had been wrocked.
Thr aaplain had completed Jowding oarlier than ho expocted, and
taking advantage of & favoursble Gde had st wail to destrudtion,
He ox rin belicf in all he hal beard, uod said ho was detors
wined 1o profit by the warnbng cuntuned in the seentd messagy.
1 beingg Wil of what had just securred, he sdvised me to go to
Mre M, and offersd to sccemnpany e,

This thwed the wenos for that night, and the wat day T went
to Haxmundbam to see Mrx M., snd was net o litile surpeised o
Io told that she had had @ droam bwe nighte provious In which she
r;:yi ‘ﬂigﬁ wy gooadmother snd bad been tomumarslal {0 give mo
the Bibie.

Thawe Bir, are o fiw of the ocvurnmess which happened diring
my vidt v Yermouth, wheme [ oretumnel & Bem buliveer in
Hpartualing, and s § the other day @w your paper 1 nsolved to
scipl my sxperionge that others might profit by them.

¥ renudn, Bir, yours traly,

Ganug : ’
18, York ftrwet, Comanercial T MRGE BREEIEID
A TRIF TO PAKIS.
(Tothie Kutron of the Nesasroat Tines)
- B A vy
ity laat

ing mywdl of Mr Bpesr's eing in 1)
i f % in Pards, 1 wont ¢ that
*ik eith & view o smertain whet was dvi;ig in Npiritual

mutters there. T was introduced to some English friends devoted to
the cuuse, and nttendod seunces by their invitution. At one of theke
scances 1 met u very terosting young man, named Camilla, who i3 8
mesdium for physical munifustations, and he also becomes elairvoyante,
in which state ho describes disenso and suggests proper troatment. OF
the truth of this L had satistactory ovidenee, for though 1 had never
exchangud words with him, ho correctly stated my physieal infirmities
by taking my hand in his, Mo is anxious to vikit England to acquire
our langmage. | nlso mude the acguaintanes of Mons, Vicrart, the
editor of the  Hevue Spiritualiste.”” He is an curnest and intolligent
man, and is evidently onthusinstic in the propagation of the Rpiritual-
iatie fuith, I attonded a sennco ab his house of 1 very interesting snd
sutisfactory charncter, The communications were obtained paineipally
by means of tps, as loud as thowo beard ut Mr Marshall’s, and on cach
person making u noise on the table, however complicatid, 1t was
perfoctly imitated.  Mong Pierurt exhibited s map drawn by spirit
agensy, shewing the configuration of tho corth's warface prior to the
delugre, full particulars of which he intends publishing,  He also
exhibited u remarkablo spivit portrait, and told us of phenomena that
had ocenrred in his houso of o very surprising churacter,  Hoinformisd
mo that the number of Spiritualists in Franco is tapidly incrensing,
although thero ia no oxtinsive orgunisation to effect the same, .

I mude @ visit to the celebrated Huron do Guldenstubbe, leisa
tall, thin, gentlemanly wan of vory forvign npscnmncc._ e )q\xlucul
& tin box containing spocimens of original direct spint wrilings, of
which he told mo he llmql upwards of 56000, ‘These, ho nssured me,
wors obtained by hia simply providing the paper.  His habit scema to
bo to visit churches snd comotorics, and to place hlank ‘qur on tho
tombs and to woit tho rosult. In this wuy lLe bns obtained thoe
antographs of numorous colebrated characters, and also very curius
and inturesting conununications in a varivly of Iangusgus, At imes
they mea mers senseloss hicroglyphics. Mo ‘mmmm me with a boeok,
entitled, ** T Reslite des Fapnits, ot lo Phonomeno mervvgl!qqx do
lour cctiture dirvets,” in which he gives sixty-soven fac-aimilivs of
theso marvellous writings. 1 purpose s soon ke 1 have read the book
1o wive some aceount of it. ‘Tho Baron's wifo alse posscascs poculiar
mmﬁumistic powers, . )

I find the Parisisn population in a state of oxnbmt:,nt about the
Duvenports, The enquiry is, aro they coning to Varis?  The
commonly oxprossd opinfon is, that il is a clever Yaunkeo juggle.
Thers, an hate, the pooplo seem bunt upon knocking their headx
againat the wall, but truth, which survivos ** the wrock of mutter and
the crush of worlde,” will ultimately triumph, and in the order of
Providonces, the Davenports and a fow such modiums will bo the
inatriments to confound the wisdom of the wise, und to abake the
thovlugical world from its circumiorouce to its contry,

1 remaln, &c..
Rosxxr Coorsa.

Oetobor 26th, 1864,

I8 BPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY ¥

‘Fhe question nt the head of this article is one of considernble im-
portance, It is important in two woys,—{lrat, a1 rogards those persons
now distinetly and dofinitoly plodged to a boliof in the doctrine which
tenchos ultra-mundune communication to bo a reality ; and second, to
thoso persans, who, bolioving with honuat, honlthy, gagtmt faith that
wur groat Croator, in tho schome of his croation, had acrqpulowly
veilod and sotb apurt from human ken, the inner working of his lovel
coumical iden, and that thorofore mo intocroourse with the world
whither wo aro spuading is ‘xmiblu. . .

"T'o deny the existence of that world, would bo to falsify our highest
hopus, to Tuin our highost nocossitios.  But it i & grave question be-
tween tho two seclions of thinkers now defined, ss to the ultimate
noconsity of an sdoption of spiritual views. . .

1f the writer, ufter s0 nuch communication with the readers of this
Journal, mny fittingly oxpress his own viow, ho might say that he, how-
wver dooply himself sttached to spiritunl principles, doos not deem their
sdoption to be necessary with othors, Thoy are not nocessry to s
faithful heart, bocauss that hoart is, by God's will, alecady sufliciently
proparod for the invvitably change. ‘The wriler mn{ now solemnl
commit this to paper alw poriod when ho himsolf 1 standing an
watehing with cars and anxioty the deliverance of & beluved soul from
tho trial state.  Those words, ssvo in the Eternal Reslm, will never
be seon by that person, hurssll noble and Christian—but not & Kpirit-
ualist, in tho sonau universully ncoopted by thoss who know somuwhat
of our doings and our phonomena.

Again the groat quostion comos—is Bpiritualism s necomity To
same it is a8 the life-blood, to othore &e tho dead bonos in the vﬂi? of
Faokiol, but liko thowo dead bones, thoy shall bo ro-clothed with Heah
and buoone living voritivs lmyumf that wulomn placo, the grave. No
man, wulat, of child can eacapo Npiritualism, but in this life are there
not other lights by which to giuidu our forblo, flickering way ¥ I» not
faith pnowhat usoful ? Hd not Lovanael roply W D Dea
whan, contiurios ugo, ho uttored his Impassioned inquiry in relation to
Kelly, na to the power of spirittal vision, that ho—ths Doctot
saw by the oye of faith, which was o higher and & noblor sight than
that posscssend by the unscrupulous seor ¥ 4

Faith alons might bo thought inadequate. Works svein B0 ‘:‘h‘
mean, but what are we {0 think of thet inward vision, 'h;ii iy
ultimate of all spirit seivncs, ‘That viaion which shows the Almighty
Father 10 ux, {n the changeloss way that ho alono exists, ‘;l"“‘ “,&‘V;f

over loving, over true to oven the niancst (if we dare Tl h‘t:t;w )th
his crentuses, s, then, Bpiritualisn a neoossit ?';'" Lof ul 8
reply ¥ 1f & more scoordanon, outwardly, with tho 8” oty ‘“’!‘“{‘;;'
danny Intelligancos Into Lo acouptod s » merit, then Bpinitualicn is o
gradd into n Hp mervico, and it suvely dis; }“ﬂ i;l no grout off
sre mude to tntrodugo 1t whero it ls unweloome, it will findlly Loome

& cardinal principle.

..
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necessary P A wider view opens before us, a
greater  field of action is plain.  In  thousands of
ways thess cver-varying phenomena have been before  the
world, nover perhaps, in  God's providence, so completely,
but the shadows of the progrossive world have rone forward, the
ontline has left its trace upon the delicately sensitised plato in which
the tones are reflocted.  Spiritualism is aninevitable necessity in the
scheme of our being, but are we therefore to fly into fits of furious
obloquy becauro Jack Stokes prefers one kind of s irit-rapping to
another ? Jackisa rood fellow, who does not want to bothered ll!}ll
prefers his pipe—but to Jack as well as t8 Georgo Augustus, there wll
inevitably occur a time of meditation.  Azriel is waiting for him too—
and will punctually put in his appearance, and then? When
is the affair to bo settled 7 must not our substantial Jack become
the shadow of a shade, and is it not better to have had a certain
clinging faith to that which forms the inspiration of poetry and the
main spring of religious existence, that tender faith in the verity of the
unseen, and its subordination to the Almighty behests ? o
To act with due goodness towards others we need a due and distinct
appreciation of oursclves, and whence, O resdm:, can _thnt comy save
by a contemplation of the nature of God—our Father in the Heavens?
Spiritaalism then, is & necessity or a fact, though not necessarily to be
furced forward as a creed.  Catholicity of sentiment and true forbear-
ance towards non-Spiritualists and the intolerant—are the true wea-
pons for the spreading of our cause. But Spiritualists should remem-
ber their privileges and duties ; and carcfully abstain from undue
influence upon others. Depend upon it, the truism is worth remember-
ing, that the less sclfish we are in imposing our own views—the more
likely we are to command the respectful attentionsot others. Remem-
ber, my brother Spiritualists, that we know all must succumb, and
desire to succumb to the peualhty gf life ;m(}] death, which——a gentle re-
—carries us over into the Spirit-land.
mover ! Kevxern R, H. MacxeNzs,

Is Spiritualism, then,

Chiswick, Oct. 21, 1864,

THE MEDIUXMS.

AN ORIGINAL SPIRITUAL TALE.
BY J. M. POWELL.

CHAPTER XYVII.—{Continued.)

“You will excuse me, my dear Sir,” he said to Mr Romes,
““we shall meet again beforo the meeting comes off, till
then ou recoir.” .

Mr Somes went out.  Captain Stewart came in,

 Ro seated,” anid Mr Forbes, motioning to a chair.
presumo you wish a séance,” .

Captain Btewart put down his hat and gloves and took a
seat.  * Well, Mr Forbes, I have run u}) to town for the
express purposo of an intcr\'iev_r, nfxd shall bo glad to give
you a guinea if you have no objection to the most thorough
Investigation.” . .

“ Your guinea is mine, Captain, I accept tho conditions
with pleasure; tho stricter you investigate the more
satisfied of spirit-reality you will be. 8o let us proceed.”

The two sat together round a heavy table, which began
to give signs of life. Captain Stewart looked under the
table, turmedit over, and acmtinmgd most surpiciously.

“Now, sir,” oxclaimed Mr Forbes, remembering the
gentleman’s conduct to Mr Humphrey—* What would
you propose asa teat?” .

“Why, if your assumed spints
anawer questions which I have alre
written iusido paper pollets,”

“They will roadily do so.” .

Captain Btowart took from his waisteoat pocket a }')ollpt.

“Do you know what question is asked there?” in.

uired Mr Forbes, 1 nierely ask that you may b?’ sure
3;0 answer doos not depend on vour own knowledge.

#“No,I do not; because I have mixed the pellets, so
that I ahould not know." ] i

Mr Forbos seized a black lead pencil, .nnd his hand was
gnidod ropidly. He handed the Captain the paper, and

e‘f‘;fgry 11 with me. -‘}?ﬂ Aas no  sorrowcs here, But
s anrious for your welfare. o

Mr Forbes took the pallet, and opening it read aloud—

“If spirita de communicate, I wish to krow from the
spirit of ray brother, if my sistor is with him, and if she is

"
hnﬁ:{ izlnptm'n took from *pocket another pellet. The

answor came in tho samo
M® Forbea opened the pellet and read—

(lI

are mfonuine, let them
y in my pocket,

“ Yoodo 00."

“8hall T take Clara to the south of France ?

Another pellet was produced. The answer camo—

*“ Bigotry and seience never agree. The bigot s a feol if ke
thinks true science favours vroudice. Men eling to old prefu-
dices, and lose the truths of progress—be a man and lgok
Spiritualism full in the face.’

Mr Forbes opened tho pellet and read—

¢ Is not science orposed to tho investigation of what
is termod spiritual phenomena ?

Another pellet was produced—the reply was rapid—

** One fact {s worth ten thousand opintons formed on other
people's philosophies.  Open your eyes and ‘see Jor yourself,
and you rwill not libel the name of Deity by asserting im to bs
an clernal monster.”

Mr Forbes opened the

““ Does not the theory o
opinions of the wiso and
God commanded s to turn
on é)mm]ty of damnation ?”

aptain Stewart blushed scarlet; he was not pre&mred
for answers; he had assured himself his plan would be
o certain expost of tho whole “dodge,” but he was
mistaken. l\ir Forbes watched the effoct with interest,
and said :—¢ Put other tests, don’t be at all afraid; the
spirits sce you as plainly as I do, and what is more, they
read your thoughts.”

1 should like to test that.”

“ Vory well, do s0.”

Captain Stowart began to think; whilst he was doing
80, tho table knocked out affirmative and negative responses,
which were all evidence of unseen intelligences.” Then
Mr Forbes, taking the pencil again, was made to write~—

* You were thinking of My Humphrey's lecture at Ryde and
hate you daited him.”

“My God!” exclaimed Captain Stowart, “it is quite
true. I canno longer doubt the phenomena, and will
mako all possible amends to Mr Humphrey, if it is ever
my good fortune to meet with him again.”

“You can have the opportunity, Captain, if you wish.
I expect Mr Humphrey in London shartly.”

“ q’uu do; about what time I shall myself make astay
of a month.”

“In the course of tho next fortnight, said Mr Forbes, ho
will be up ; that is, if ho comes to the lecture.”

*What lecture is that P"

“Why, a certain professor of Phrenology has announced
a lecture enti to Spiritualism. It is niy intention of being
Krosont when the lecture comos off ; and Thave written to

Ir Humphrey, who will, T think, most certainly come up
and assist in dothroning the pseudo-Profossor.”

“Where can I see Mr Tlum phrey P* enquired the
Captain, with intorest. “Shall T call here? It is pro-
bable I may assist you in your laudable und-rtaking at tho
lecture. In the meantime, I will leaye yYou my card, and
perhaps when Mr Humphrey comes, you will write and
inform me.”

“ With the greatest pleasure.”

(;‘aptu_in Stewart having satisfied Mr Forbes to his
satisfaction, went away to refloct on the my sterious
manifestations ho had witnessed, ’

Mr Forbes was unusually interested in
Philas Polax. e had unjustly suffered at his hands, and
folt it not only a duty he owed to Spiritualism, but to his
own wounded pride to teach that Incorrigible individual
a lesson he would not soon forget. Mr Somes, Mr Hum.
phrey, and, perhaps, Captain Stowart already seemeod dis-
posed to assist him. Ono or two other good men, he -
thought, would make Polax look bewildoreg,m and cut his
career on the ground of Spiritualism shogt.

Mrs P:\e.rloss was charmed with the little girls. 8he had
themat ;S.hxrloy overy day that wasfine, and was always loathe
to ‘Yart with them, My Humphrey often drovo them ovur,
and sometimoes stayed a fow hours with them. On one
oceasion he proposed a sitting, which was ploasant enough
to Mrs Peorless, hut not so to Mr Pocrloss, Ho thought
It not oxactly the thing for Charles to allow hix little girls
to indulgo in such follies, and nssertod rather emphatically
that that was ks opinion. Buf* Mr Hum ohrey over-ruled
all objections in his usual good-natured, argumentative
manner.

cllet and read—
fp spirit communication upset the
good of all time, and has not
from false and evil prophets,

putting down Mr

(To be Continued.)
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