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SPIRITUAL TIMES
A  W E E K L Y  O R G A N  F O R  T H E  P R O M O T I O N  O F  S P I R I T U A L  A N D

P R O G R E S S I V E  T O P I C S ,

A  R E G I S T E R  O F  P A S S I N G  S P I R I T U A L  P H E N O M E N A ,  A N D  A  M I S C E L L A N Y
O F  S P I R I T U A L  L I T E R A T U R E .

Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities ; it presents us not only with tho semblances, but with the positive evidences 
eternal existence, causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the Spiritual, but to the Material world. It is 

easy to imagine that we are dealing with tho absolute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and enduring facts are beyond tho tomb.
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“  The life that now is shapes the life that is to he.’ ’ 
“  Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.”

%\t jijpntal Cimes.
S A T U R D A Y , OCTO BER  22, 1864.

F A IT H  A N D  REASON.

yo. n .
W o  have learnt to view facts in tlieir phenomenal as­

pects only, and taking our point o f observation from tho 
ground o f positiveness, have readily seized upon tho skirts of 
appearances, and, failing to comprehend tho internal life o f 
things, have reasoned from data limited as are our ex­
periences. Thus time is measured out in seconds, and wo 
rest satisfied with our dials. W o aro educated to regard 
facts as realities; but wo do not sec that those things 
which have only brief uses, and pass away with the seconds, 
relato themselves to the eternal, and that our highest in­
spirational conceptions, which have a spiritual connection 
with, the enduring, have also a use and power in the 
present. W e  reason from circumscribed observations, and 
tho ideals o f our mental world aro the reflexes o f  the 
material world. Our religion, literature, and art are 
raised on material pyramids. "NVe borrow our conceptions 
from material existences. Tlio spiritual is with us, but wo 
have a materialistic film upon our visual organs, and wo 
cannot seo it. W e  only reason to our eternal profit when 
we bocomo spiritually-minded. But matter gravitates our 
souls, as wo render tho abiding subservient to tho 
ephemeral, and ever cling to tho shadow instead o f  tho 
substance, Thus tho roundod period o f  four-score years, 
which, inreality, aro only so many leaves in tho book o f  exis­
tence, appoarsto mankind so absolute that they grow frantic to 
possess material treasures, and to hold a “ little brief 
authority.”  And this absolute materiality which surrounds 
us supplies us with all we eat and drink, together with much 
we think of. Pootry is never so beautiful and sterling as 
when tho material is kept in abeyance, and tho spiritual 
holds a fairy’s mystic authority over the idea. But tho 
moro spiritual tho poetry the less it inspiros tho purely 
materialistic mind, becauso spiritual-mindedness must exist 
jn  maa before ho can thoroughly realise tho beaut;

spiritual imagery. Our poets sink into refined materialists, 
and our preachers fail to convey tho beautiful ideas o f  
spiritual life in spiritual language. They materialise tho 
ideas, and therefore degrade them ; and this must continue 
to ho the case so long as wo retain false ideas o f  Time and 
Eternity. From the pulpit we hear much about spiritual 
and ovorlasting tilings ; hut the all-absorbing influence o f  
present material facts makes the preacher serve up his 
delicacies o f Faith in elaborate, but still material dishes. 
Our palate sharpens at sight o f  tho dishos, and we e a t ; 
but alas ! the contact with coarso matter almost spoils the 
delicacies. W e  cannot separate tho preacher from his 
surplice, pulpit, or creed. H e is hoavily fettered by formu­
laries, and preach ho nevor so .holily, his material sur­
roundings influence his hearers more than his sermons. I t  
is well for us i f  wo look at this fact, and allow Reason to 
walk hand-in-hand with Faith. It  is true, material facts 
are with us ; but they are only images seen in the glass o f  
eternity. Time, to which wo, with our potty dials, liavo 
given duration, belongs to Eternity. Our actions set us on 
the way to pain or pleasure. Reason, carried beyond the 
more ordinary idea o f Time, teaches this; and Faith, 
seeing far away into the many mansions o f  Heaven, and 
into tlio abodes o f nades, justifies tho teaching. Eternity 
is with us, and consequences commence the moment wo 
act. W o  aro selfish— every selfish act reacts, upon our 
characters, and intensifies our selfish instincts. W e ara 
self-sacrificing for tho good o f others ; the consequences ore 
inevitable. The soul lives, as it were, in a heaven o f its 
own. Blessings fall upon it from the grateful spirits o f  
tlioso for whom wo sacrifice, and angelic spirits, perceiving 
our Christ-like, loving acts, by the law o f magnetic affinity, 
approach, hearing spiritual rewards. Thus the great 
Judgment Day is to-day and for over. W rong bogins; 
the penalty is awardod, and the soul suffers. But Reason, 
aidod l>y Faith, perceives that the wrong done does not 
merit unending vindictive punishment, and likewise dis­
covers in man a compensating principle o f redemption, 
which acts on solf-offort for improvement. The redemption 
may not he full here; hut we have a certain assurance that 
it will ho hereafter. It is not in tho nature o f  tho wrong­
doer to rojoice perpetually in doing wrong, neither is it in 
the nature o f our Heavenly Father to find pleasure in pun­
ishing tho wrong doer for ever. N o ; H o puts tho spirit on. 
trial, and proportions the penalty according to the offence. 
In this wo have evidence, not only o f Almighty W isdom  
and Eternal Justice, but likewise.,Infinite Mercy. On tho 

hand, tho soul being capacitated for infinite en joy-
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ments, its appetite increases with the inexhaustible blessings of 
heaven which are with it here, and in an infinitely more spiritual 
sense hereafter. The Eternal Architect has erected His spiritual 
palaces for the pure, and l ie  will, in Ilia own good timo, purify 
His children through baths o f suffering and contrition. W e can­
not conceive it possible for God to bo unmerciful ; therefore we 
reason ourselves to the abiding and satisfying faith.

The wicked will ceaso to endure,
By suffering and Borrow mado pure;
Though ages of death be in store,
Yet God tho soul’s life will restore.

The moral instincts, the unfettered Reason, the roligion of love, 
all givo the soul Faith in God’s Divine Justico and Eternal 
Fatherhood. Priests and prophets have arisen, preaching and 
prophesying Condemnation ; but they have libelled their Maker, 
and set mankind floundering in a sea o f  despair. Man ! petty 
man ! presumes to limit the mercy o f his Maker ; but few heed 
his voice. l ie  then puts on the surplice, and adopts tho para­
phernalia of a sect ; then the people fear and tremble, and believe 
his surpliced lies. Science, written in characters of eternal light, 
never opposes an eternal truth. Religion, separated from the 
draperies of sect, never dethrones a scientific fact. Neither docs 
Reason annihilate Faith. Its work is in another d irection : 
serving Faith by crushing out o f the heart superstition, which 
grows liko a weed in the garden of religion. It is true, Faith 
leads where Roason fails to aspire ; yet Reason has no war against 
Faith only when it presumes to make reasonable service repre­
hensible.

Man progresses with the ages, i f  notin  wisdom, in knowledge. 
H e gives wings to Reason, and science descends with it beneath 
the crust o f the eartl;, and there, in geological strata, facts are 
•written by the Eternal. It is tho province o f  Reason to compare 
these facts with what is written on paper ; and if  tho deep, un- 
qblitcrable facts o f geology agree not with tho printed 
hieroglyphs, he canuot help concluding that tho earth, being 
older than printer’s type, speaks tho truth, and is tho best 
authority. Man’s Roason rests not beneath the earth, but, on 
wings o f science, reaches the sky, and there fiesh facts aro written 
in characters o f light. It is the province o f  Reason to compare 
these facts with what is written on paper. I f  the living language 
o f  tho stars, which cannot lie, sets astronomy at war with the 
language o f print, it is not man’s fault that tho vaulted heavens 
are older than type, or tha“t his Reason is made to hold their 
authority intact. Tho invisible realities which neither Reason 
nor Science can find out, but whoso existence they ennnot deny, 
nevertheless open up spiritual wonders, infinitely surpassing 
material things for tho exploring eye o f Faith. Faith finds |its 
work both in and out o f the ways o f  Reason. Faith sees success 
often when shortsightod Reason prophesies defeat. Faith gilds 
tho wings o f Hope, and allures the laggard feet o f Labour along, 
and straightway appear the actualized achievements o f Invention, 
which Reason, unaided, could never have evoked. Human life is 
a microcosm o f mysteries— mystery within, mystery without, 
mystery above, mystery below. Always balancing tho means to 
ends, yet rarely satisfied with tho ends when attained, man 
moves onwards and upwards. His Reason aids him to its fullest 
extent. Yet something more is wanting, which Faith supplies 
and Religion sanctifies. There is always the danger of over­
straining tho human faculties. Hence, as the body becomes 
maimed and diseased from over-labour, tho miud becomes insane 
from over-study. Healthy action demands tho temperate exercise 
o f  all the physical and mental powers. The only way to securo 
harmony is to merge jarring discords into tho stream of sound 
until they aro lost. Disproportion produces ugliness. Beauty 
grows out o f  harmony. Reason discovers this fact in Nature, and 
Faith has no voice in its favour. It behoves man to study well 
the general harmonies o f human life, and especially to guard 
him self against falsifying his own nature by giving his soul into 
the sole keeping o f Roason, or even to tho solo keeping o f Faith. 
The possession o f faculties is o f itself sufficient to indicate use, 
not abuse. The man who will not listen to tho voice o f his own 
Reason in matters where Reason has a royal right, sins against his 
nature, and practically charges his Maker with folly in creating a 
faculty within him which he, the creature, is too wiso to use. The 
same may be said o f Faith, o f love, o f all the faculties o f the body, 
brain, and spirit. Tho Great Father o f light and life reveals 
Himself, not only in the divine life o f Christ, but in every flower 
or leaf

“  That trembling teems 
W ith golden vision» and romantic dreams.”

He seems only non-revealed to the Atheist, i f  such a being exists. 
W e see Him in tho light and in the darkness— in the universal 
cosmogony, and in the human heart. He is with us wherever wo

U A L  T I M E S .

may be ; and although from our own foolish denial of Faith, we 
mourn over disappointment,and fear that God has deserted us, and 
wo wail while none seem to consolo us, yet His messages pro­
claim His morcios in tho Summor’s fruitago and in the W inter’s 
stores. Tho winds toying with the sea bear to us promises o f Ilis 
love, whilst tho eternal stars sing praises to His name. W hen 
wo sleep He protects us ; when) wo wake ho defends u s ; yet 
how eager wo aro to defame Ilis holy name by setting Reason in 
antagonism with Faith, and placing science in opposition to 
religion 1 The Lord’s ways aro abovo ours, and infinitely moro 
divinely just, lie  gavo us Reason, and Ho gave us Faith. 
Reason should go hand-in-hand with Faith, and religion and 
science need have no quarrel. Rut whilst men seize hold o f man­
made doctrines, which narrow tho ways of salvation, and im­
piously set Reason and God at defiance, incongruities, springing 
out of scriptural interpolations and ignorance, will keep the 
human family in arms whilst the spirits o f war hold conquest.

God’s word cannot testify against his work. Man, with his 
limited powers, may fall into error; but God the Infinite never 
can. It is our duty to ascertain the will o f God, and to work out 
for ourselves a suro and certain resurrection— a spiritual redemp­
tion. Hut in order to do this wo must have faith in its virtue, 
and Reason must aid us to adopt tho means for its realization. 
Biblical controversialists may wrangle until doomsday endeavour­
ing to reconcile conflicting passages o f tho historical scriptural 
records ; but thoy cannot change tho everlasting truth, or cause 
a purely God-loving man to believe that the Alm ighty made 
mankind to damn them in eternal flames. W e want light, may 
wo seek i t ; wo want God, may mo find Him . W e want a living 
faith in Ilis goodness and eternal Fatherhood. Spiritualism 
comes to us to load us on the way to such, and to sanctify life by 
wedding Reason to Faith and scionco to roligion. Already the 
cloud of superstition is breaking over our heads, big with mercy ; 
and the voico o f our Eternal Eather speaks from the lips of science 
and of men, bidding Ilis children rejoice for He “  will blot out 
their transgressions, and will abundantly pardon.”

LIGTIT.— A N  E A R L Y  M ORN IN G SOLILOQ UY.
B y T homas B ukviok.

“  Glory to Thee, my God, this night,
For all tho blessings of tho light

S in gh  good Bishop Ken, in his woll-known evening hymn. W e i l  may 
we thank God for light, and all the blessings it bestows ! The plant 
grows and creeps toward the ligh t; tho flower turns toward tho sun ; 
without light vegetation languishes, withers, dies. It is “  the pencil 
with which God paints in all the huos of creation.”  Light, too, is the 
great rcvcalcr ; by it, we apprehend tho green earth, tho blue sky, the 
the rolling sea, all nature’s fair variety of things, from the daisy at my 
feet, the farthest star I last night beheld, as it faintly twinkled in the 
distant heavens. Creation itself aroso from out the formless void at 
tho command—“ Let thero bo Light 1”  as every day by the same fiat 
creation is renewed,

Well might the nations of old in their devotions turn their faces to 
the oast! well might tho men of early times worship tho sun and stars 
as emblems—faint emblems though they be, o f that uncreated light in 
whom is no darkness at all 1 Well might the cultivated Grecian.mind 
represent tho sun-god as young, beautiful, majestic—the bringcr o f 
harmony— the lord of day. In light,—the universal, pure, free, fresh 
light of heaven, moment by moment ever renewed, bathing the world 
in glory, crowning it with abundance, and filling tho heart of man and 
all creation with joy, so that the insect doth buzz forth its delight, and 
tho lark carol its matin song, and tho glad eagle soar towards tho sun 
— the poetic mind, tho devout soul, yea, tho common mind and heart 
of man has ever seen the most fitting type and symbol o f Deity, and 
the emanation of Divine wisdom. It has seized on this idea of light—  
the all-pervading, embracing, and sustaining light, as the one ima^e 
and correspondence of divine truth, and of tho Being who alone Is  
truth—the fount mid source o f all truth in heart, science reli'uon • 
and of all men's noblest in sp ira tion sth e  central luminary o f which 
the highest human philosophy is hut a faint reflection ; though men in 
their ignorance have too oft mistaken its pale and ineffectual fire for 
heaven’s own^direct and immediate light. This, correspondence lias 
found expression in almost evory language, and the sense of it lies in 
man, deeper probably than any languago can adequately express.

Milton opens lus immortal poem with solemn invocations to—
11 Thou, O Spirit, that dost prefer 

Before all temples th’ upright heart and puro 
And ho breathes the prayer

“  Instruct me, for thou know’s t ;
What in me is dark 
Illumine."

In common conversation and in our devotional exercises, light is tho 
standing symbol and representative o f truth ; wo speak of “ intellectual1 
light,”  “  tho light o f  knowledge,”  “  tho light o f  roason,”  “ the light of 
the Gospel." In our churches we pray for “ tho light o f thy Holy 
S p i r i t w e  beseech God to “  lighten cur darkness,”  to “ give us grace 
that wo may cast away tho works of darkness, and put upon us tho 
armour of light,”  and to “ east thy bright beams o f  light upon thy 
church,”  that it “  may so walk In tho light o f thy truth that it may at 
length attain tho light of everlasting lite.”
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The last words of Goethe are said to have been—“ More light.”  
Let us complement and complete the prayer by its needful correlative,
•—more love. Moro light, more love ! might well be the first words of 
infancy, the last o f man or of angel; for light and love in their infinite 
varieties comprehend all o f possible or conceivable good. It would be 
the prayer that God himself may dwell in us—that we may become 
the living temples o f his Holy Spirit, for light and love are his essen­
tial nature. YVe distinguish between light and love, and to our un­
derstanding and reception o f them they are discreted, or, at least, 
capable of being so ; but in themselves love, light, and life are one. 
Love is the 60ul of light, as.light is the mind o f love ; and without love 
and light there can be no life. Love is the beginning of life ; the ces­
sation of lovo is death. There can be no knowledge—no light where 
there is no love. This is so even in purely intellectual tilings. It is 
only where we truly love that we truly know. Observation is only 
onsiglit; it can make us acquainted with but the surfaces of things ; 
by sympathy alone can we gain insight. Not till we lay down loving­
ly beside the thing we would know, embracing it in the arms o f our 
affections, and entering into the sphere o f its inner communion, can 
we hopo to read its riddle and pluck out the heart o f its mystery. 
Light and love grow out o f the same trunk-root of sympathy, as light 
and heat radiate from the same sun. “  It is with man’ s soul as it was 
with Nature—the beginning of Creation is—Light. Till the eye have 
vision the whole members are in bonds. Divine moment, when over 
the tempest-tost soul, as once over the wild-weltering chaos, it is 
spoken : ‘ Let there be Light!’ Kver to the greatest that has felt such 
moment, is it not miraculous and God-announcing ; even as, under 
simpler figures, to the simplest and least ? The mad primeval Discord 
is hushed ; the rudely-jumbled conflicting elements bind themselves 
into separate firmaments: deep silent rock-foundations are built be­
neath, and the skyey vault, with its everlasting Luminaries above ; 
instead o f a dark wasteful Chaos, we have a blooming, fertile, Heaven 
encompassed world.”  In our search for truth we do not sufficiently 
estimate the importance of moral qualities in the seeker. “  I f  thine 
eye be single thy whole body shall be full o f light.”

YY elcomo the light of early dawn, so full of promiso and of hopo. 
YY oleo me the splendour of the noon-day light. YWlcomc, too, the 
soft light of eve, with its quiet repose, its mild twilight memories, its 
pensivo thoughts, its spiritual suggestions.— But darkness and night, 
— do we not instinctively shrink from tlicso ? “  By general consent 
there is an intrinsic connection between night and evil. All nations 
have thought wicked spirits to have then most power. It is from a 
natural horror of the dark that children will cry in it, and the nearer 
that mon approach to a stato of nature, tho moro do tiioy shrink from 
it as an evil thing. You may get over your dislike to it, and so you 
may to any other ill object; but from tho beginning, allegorically and 
physically, it has been connected with tho idea of sin. A deed of 
darkness, and powers of darkness carry their meaning in their face.”  
When Lady Macbeth calls on tho spirits that tend on mortal thought 
to fill her from tho crown to tho too top-full of direst cruelty, that she 
may carry out her fell intent to destroy the gracious Duncan, she also 
invokes, as best suiting her dread purpose, the congenial clomont and 
seeming security of darkness and n ight: —

“  Como, thick night,
And pall me in the dunnest smoke of hell,
That my keen knife see not tho wound it makes,
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of tho dark 
To cry hold ! hold !”

And so,_ when Macbeth resolves to murder Banquo, ho makes a similar 
invocation:—

“  Come, seeling night,
Scarf up tho tender oyo of pitiful day ;
And with thy bloody and invisible hand 
Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond 
YVhich keeps mo palo . . . .
Good tilings of day begin to droop and drowse,
YVhilo’s night’s black ugents to their prey do rouse.”

W ho can fail to rocognizo in these passages Shakespeare’s inimitable 
fidelity to naturo P

Byron, in his poem “  Darkness,”  accumulates the most terrific images 
to convey a sense of th<5 horror it inspires: —

“  Tho bright sun was extinguish’d, nnd tho stars 
Did wander darkling in tho eternal space,
BayleS8 and pathless ; and tho icy earth,
Swung blind and blackening in the moonless air ;
M om  came and went—and came, and brought no day.”

Milton represents our first parents as ending their Morning Hymn in 
I ’aradiso with the petition:—

“  I f  tho night
Have gathered aught of evil, or conceal'd,
Disperse it, as now light dispels tho dark.”

And an epic poet of our own day* hails the n ight:__
“  Mother o f human fear 1 

Vague solitudo where infant man first felt 
His native helplessness! Beneath whoso drear 

And solemn covorturo he, trembling, knelt 
To what in thy vast womb of darkness dwelt,

Unseen, unknown; but with the waking sun,
Shouting, sprang up to seo glad Nature melt 

In Bmiles, triumphantly his joy-god run 
Up the blue sky, and light s bright reign again begun 1”

I f  light in its origin streams forth pure and white, wo know how it is 
broken and coloured by the objects and atmospheres through which it 
passes ;  b o ,  tho whito light of truth, perfect though it comes from its 
author, yet becomes, alas! how sadly broken and darkened as it strikes

* Thomas Cooper, “  Purgatory 0f  Suicides.”

against the rugged peaks of prejudice, and passes through under­
standings clouded and darkened by falsities and moral perversions - 
Tho light of the natural understanding—the light which in its degree 
lighteth every man that cometh into tho world, manifests its own in­
sufficiency, and proclaims tho need of a more interior ligh t;—it cannot 
light us out of tho region of phenomena to see things in their absoluto 
verity—in their essential being ; it cannot but reflect its own deadness 
to all around and within its reach. YVo real and stagger as a drunken 
man, clutching at shadows, and longing for tho dawn. O, for tho 
first glimmer of tho sun rising in its strength! 0 , for tlio first faint
streaks that shall touch with gold the distant hills ! O, for tho first 
rays of light that shall beam in upon tho soul to intimate that “  tho 
black bat night hath flown or, at least, hath lifted its wing for 
flight;—that tho long night of darkness and doubt is indeed passing, 
or past away ; and calling forth from tho soul responsive music, ns tho 
statue of Memnon gave forth melodious sound when first touched by 
tho beams of tho rising sun ! 0 , that tho inner sanctuary of our spirits 
might bo kept inviolate and pure, free from all spot and blemish, and. 
our lives be—

“  Quiet nnd gentle, clear and fair as light,
Y’ et full of its all-penetrating power,
I ts silent but resistless inlluoneo ;
YY asting no needless sound, yet ever working,
Hour after hour, upon a noedy world!”

Our eyes, accustomed to tho darkness, would, indeed, bo struck blind 
with tho full blaze of the sun’s glory, did wo at onco gazo upon it in its 
full noon-.tido splendour! God mercifully orders it otherwise; littlo 
by littlo does tho light dawn: we cannot mark tho instant of its begin­
ning, but wo know 'tis here. Ho, who is emphatically Tho Light of 
tho YVorld, said to his own immediate disciples—to those most fully- 
prepared to receivo bis teachings—“  I liavo many tilings to say unto 
you ; but yo caiuiot bear them now.”  To each man and to each ago, 
according to its need, does the divino light manifest itself. Tho light 
of yesterday was good, but the light of to-day is good also. The earth 
needs present sunshine, tho soul prays for its daily bread, it needs con­
tinuous illumination. This may in measure bo reflected from seers 
and prophets in the past, but wo cannot do witli only moonlight. Tho 
light and life of God must light up the human temple for its morning 
and ovening sacrifice.

Too often indeed “  tho light ehincth in darkness and the darkness 
comprehondoth it n o t a g a i n  and again men have preferred tho dark­
ness to which they were accustomod to the unwelcomo light of now- 
truth, mistaking indeed darkness for light, and calling tho light dark­
ness. YVo noed constant communion withtlio spirits of just men mado 
perfect, and abovo all with tho Father of Spirits and Sourco of Light. 
In tho Aria Jerusalem, as seen in apocalyptic vision, wo shall need no 
sun nor moon, for tho Lord himself will bo tho light thereof, nnd there 
will bo no night there. And may wo not oven now enter within tho 
portals of tho Holy City by living in loving communion with Him who 
has promised to bo ever-present with his disciples, to tako up his abodo 
with them and dwell with them P It needs only that we bo ono with 
Him, ovon as IIo is ono with tho Father;— one with Him in all human
sympathies, in disinterested lovo, in self-sacrifice, oven unto death ;__
ono with Him in His divino work, which ho tells us is “  to do tho will 
of Him that sent me, and to finish his work.”  To save the world from 
sin, to bring men to a state of oneness with God, and redeem them 
from spiritual darkness nnd deadness, and reveal to them tho true 
light and life ;—this was tho work of tho Divino Man, tho work given 
Him of Ilia Father. It is given to us also, to each man according to 
his capacity, and in tho sphere in which by Divino appointment or 
permission ho is placed. And ho who does this work faithfully, bo 
that work littlo or much, will not tho spirit of tho Lord bo with him, 
not figuratively, bnt really so ; enlightening, strengthening, aiding 
him in that work, and as ho is faithful in it, adding unto his gifts, and 
through all the usos of a well-ordered life operating through him 
upon tho world ? YVo aro onjoinod to let our light shine before men, 
not that they may pamper our vanities and conceits, but that they 
may thereby bo led to glorify our Father which is in hoav -n.

Light of tho YYrorld ! in Tlioo wo trust,
And bow before Thy sovereign w ill;

From every evil thought and lust 
Do Thou protect and guard us still.

0 , givo to us tho child-Iiko heart,
Deep-filled with lovo to human kind !

YYTithout tho lovo Thou dost impart,
Our loves are selfish, weak, and blind.

Saviour of men, to Thoo wo turn !
YVo seek from sin to gain release:

O, may Thy lovo within us burn,
And fill us with Thy heavenly pcaco !

W H A T  ARK YVE TO TH IN K  OF IT  P
For a lengthened period of time, tho columns of “ All the Year 

Bound”  havo boon opened by Mr. Dickens to any attack upon Spirit­
ualism which might aid in bringing it into contempt. His own mighty 
pon has been assiduously exercised for the purposo of “ scotching”  
this ugly “  snako,’ —but, hitherto, Mr. Dickens has only been successtul 
in an inverso ratio. This suggests to tho writer an idea, that, after 
all, Mri Dickens is at heart a Spiritualist, but is afr aid to own it.

His books toem with tho supernatural. Does ho mean to say that 
the supernatural is identical with tho fanciful P Does ho mean to use 
the machinery of Spiritualism to move, as ho only can, tho human 
heart to tho consideration of tho unseen world, and then can ho turn 
round and coolly denounce it all as imposture, when it appears in real 
life ?

YVho can fascinate and charm tho mind more than Mr. Dickens P
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Hia delicate touches of inexpressible feeling, mingled with mirth- 
moving episodes of humour, are continually flecked with what tho 
French call “  suspicions”  of tho invisible and fairy world. And yot 
Mr. Dickens’s creed, outside tho welcome green wrapper, is ultra- 
materialistic j sternly rebukativo of any tendency towards an absolute 
belief in the verity of liis subtilo creations. I  ask, what aro wo to 
think of i t ?

Passing over tho innumerable instances in his former romances, wo 
will hero cite an instance from hia hist openly avowed publication. 
Charming and wierd is tho creation of tho little doll’s dressmaker, in 
the October number of “ Our Mutual Friend.”  No precocious cliild 
is this baby worker—ono brought up in tho sternest school o f adversity, 
a drunkard’s home. Indomitable as tliree-score-and-ten, this child- 
woman tights her battle of life, with a cloar perception of right and 
wrong, o f fitness nnd unfitness. Quaint in her expressions, lull of the 
simplest saws and infant instances, this little ono, “  whoso back is had, 
and whose legs are queer,”  this little sturdy deformity has her in­
spirations too. Tho shrill admonisher of the “  ]>oor broken-down 
invalid" who sinks cowed and aixdogetieally before her—whence docs 
she attain her light? The nobler self of .Mr. Dickens furnishes us,

fonerously, with tho clue. Her light comes from above—from tho 
’atlier of Spirits, who, by infinite moans of mercy, will not suffer ono 
o f  his little ones to perish, not ono of his creatures to havo a burthen 

which tho back is not ablo to hoar. And is Mr. Dickens, with this 
nobility of sentiment and this truthfulness of expression, to turn round 
and say, “  Aye, this is all very' well in my novel, hut this is not 
absolutely and really' true.”  Coldly shrugging his shoulders, is he to 
add, “  It makes a point in tho book, but there's nothing in it.”  N o ! 
let mo transcribe tho glowing and beautiful words of Mr. Dickens, and 
lot him then dare to deny that he, too, is a beliover in tho ministration, 
evident and visible, o f angels and spirits upon this eartli! No ono daro 
deny it, who is gifted so to writo !

“  ‘ Talking ot' ideas,iny Lizzie,’ ”  they were sittingside by sido as they 
had sat at first, “  ‘ I wonder how it happens that when I  am at work, 
work, working here, all alono in tho summer time, 1 smell flowers.’ ”

“  ‘ As a commonplace individual, 1 should say,”  ’ Eugene suggested 
languidly, for ho was growing weary of tho person of tho house, “  ‘ that 
you smell flowers bocausoyou do smell flowers.’ ”

“ ‘ No, I don’t,’ ”  said the little creature, rosting ono arm upon tho 
elbow of her chair, resting her chin upon that hand, and looking 
vacantly before her ; “  ‘ this is not a flowery neighbourhood, It's any­
thing but that. And yet, as I sit at work, I Nmell miles o f flowors. I 
■moll roses, till I think l sco tho rose leaves lying in heaps and baskets 
on tho floor. I  smell fallen leaves, till I put down my hand—so—and 
expect to make them rattlo. 1 smell tho white und tho pink may in 
tho hedges, and all sorts of flowers that I novor was among. For 1 havo 
seen very few flowers indeed, in my life.’ ”

“ ‘ Pleasant fancies to ha vo,.Jonny dear,’ ”  said hor friend,with a glanco 
towards Eugene os if she would havo asked him whether thoy were given 
to  the child in mmpeniotion for her losses.

“  ‘ So 1 think, Lizzie, when thevcome to mo. And tho birds I hear! 
O h !’ ”  cried the little creature, fielding out her hand und looking up­
wards, “  ‘ how they sing!' ”

“  There was something in tho face and action for tho moment quite 
inspired and beautiful. Then tho chiu dropped musingly upon tho 
hands again.

“  ‘ I  daro say my birds sing hotter than other birds, and my flowers 
wneil better than other flowers. For when I was a littlo cliild,’ ”  in a 
tone as though it were ages ago, “  ‘ the children that I used to soo early 
in tho morning wore very different from any others that I ever suw. 
They were not like m o; they wero not chilled, anxious, nigged, or 
beaton; they wero never in juiin. Thoy wero not liko tho children of 
tho neighbours ; they never made mo tremble all over by setting up 
shrill noises, thoy never mocked mo. Such numbers of them too ! All 
in white dresses, und with something shining on tho borders, and on 
their heads, that I havo novor been ablo to imitate with any work-, 
though I  know it so well. They used to come down in long, bright 
slanting rows, and say altogether, W ho is this in pain ? W ho is this 
in pain? When I told them who it was, they uriswerod, Como and 
play with u s .' When I said, I never play,! X can't play, they swept 
about and took mo up and made mo light. Then it was all delicious 
case and rest till they k id  mo down. Whenever they came back, i  
used to know they were coming before I saw tho long, bright, shining 
rows, by hearing them ask altogether, a long way off'. W ho is this 
in pain ? W ho is this in pain ? And T used to cry out, < i l l ! my 
blessed children, it’s poor me. Havo pity on me, tako ino up and make 
me light ”

“  By degrees, as she progressed in this remembrance, tho hand was 
raised, the k to  ecstatic look returned, and sho became quite beautiful. 
Having so paused for a moment, silent, with a listening smilo upon hor 
face, site looked round and recalled herself.”

Now, though Mr. Dickens will, o f courso, in his worldly self, 
deny it, there is scarcely a phase of modern Spiritualism that is not in­
cluded in this brief extract.

First, a* to the smelling of flowers. I find, upon roferenco to my 
spirit-diary, that on .Monday, tho 12th of March, 1868, .Mrs. Newton 
Orossknd, the accomplished authoress, assured mo that sho not only 
smelt, but saw flowe rs presented to her by spirits.

Next, as to the singing birds. Mr. \\ ¡Ilium Carpenter, the vetoran 
champion of reform and free trade, hax frequently, since his conversion 
to Spiritualism, assorted, in print, his faculty of hearing choruses of in- 
Tisiblo songsters.

Furthermore, as to tho shining visitors, witli tho indistinctly defined 
garments,—this is ono of the most usual forms o f spiritual appearances, 
woll attested by many seers. The passages I havo italicised, ¡Spirit­
ualists will perceive apply to phases of our phenomena.

But the most important thing in tho whole extract is, tho complete 
coru ewums made by Mr. Dickons in his book, of tho truth of tho argu­
ment he dome« out of it. Ho uses tho word remembrance. Komuru- 
limnce must refer to something real, something true, something
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absolute. W o cannot remember what never hnpponod, and poor Jenny 
W ren was remembering, not funcying slio remembered.

Mr. Dickons is, therefore, clearly in this position. Either ho must 
confess that those touching passages aro only clap-trap—which no ono 
who knows the lionost, earnest character of tho man can imagine—or 
Mr. Dickons is a Spiritualist, unuvowed, it is true, hut still a Spirit­
ualist.

It is impossible to imagino that a man liko Mr. Dickens would coolly 
avail himself of his onemios’ weapons when ho wishes only to fill hxs 
pockots by tho proceeds of a novel, and tlion, again, permit Spirit­
ualism to he abused in “  All tho Year Hound”  because tho fashion of 
tho ago and tlio public he writes for in that journal is materialistic 
and afraid of Spiritualism. Tho inferenco is too vilo for us to 
draw.

Lot us liopo that this is ovidonco of tho growing yearning of Mr. 
Dickons to join our ranks, as so many of our vory best and most in­
tellectual minds havo not hositatod to do. He would bo reuily wel­
come.

Chiswick, Oct. 10th, 1801. K en n eth  H. II. M a c k e n zie .

T H E  I)AVF.NrPOUTS’ SEANCES.
In anothor placo will ho found a description o f a soanco, givon by 

tho Brothers Davenport, at Mr. Boucicault’s houso ; 21 gentlemen 
signod their names testifying to tho hona-fido character of tho mani­
festations, and a unanimous vote to tho samo effoct was takon. A t tho 
Hanover- square Booms, on Tuesday ovening, October 18th, wo at­
tended another sitting, at which somo 75 persons wore present, prin­
cipally mcinbors of the l ’ress. Tho cabinet manifestations wero elicited 
amidst a disgraceful tumult of scepticism. W o imagined members o f 
tho English press would at lousf comprchond tho meaning of goutlo- 
raanly conduct, hut wo wore mistakon. Tho confusion of tongues was 
certainly as discordant as tho rumblings and knockings inside tho 
cabinot. Mr. J lollingshoad and Mr. Charlos Itoado (authors) actod as 
a committee, and ttiey did tho iking husinoss with a vengeance—tho 
wrists of tho Brothers boing much tortured. In addition to tho 
ordinary phenomena, a long, dolicato female arm camo from tho orifico. 
Mr. Hondo wont into tho cabinot, and was Hoon, when tho doors flew 
open, sitting with tho tambourine on his bond and tho guitar across 
his shouldors. An attempt was inado to obtain manifestations outside 
tho cabinet, but it was a failure ; and nowondor, for tho lauglitor and 
senseless jokos of some of tlio persons present wero nnvtliing hut com­
plimentary cither to tho Davenports or tlio spirits. However, for tho 
lirst tiino in tho experience of Dr. Ferguson, thoro wore no manifesta­
tions. I f  guntlomun burlesque Spiritual phonomona thoy must oxpoct 
tho invisible agonts to hoax thorn in somo way. W o are not sorry 
tlio spirits chose to withhold part of tlio manifestations on this occasion. 
It was nocoBsary to show us that other wills than ours act in theso 
mysterious phenomena. Next week, wo shall present our readers with 
our opening chapter of “  Tlio Lives of the Brothers Davenport.”

B O U C IC A U L T  A N D  T I I E  D A V E N P O R T S .

D io n  l lo u c ic a u lt ,  in  a  lo t to r  to  th o  Standard o f  T h u rs d a y , O c t  
13 th , lias g iv e n  th o  fo l lo w in g  te s t im o n y  to  th o  D a v e n p o r t s :—  
A fte r  re a d in g  th is— w o sh o u ld  th in k  o u r  m o d e rn  w iza rd s  m u st  
fe e l  a  little ch a g r in e d . S ov era l s c ie n t ific  ¡n on  o f  n o to  w ero  in v it e d ,  
h u t lik o  th o  W iz a rd s  th e y  h a v o  d e c lin e d  th o  h o n o u r  o f  s e a r ch in g  
fo r  a  “ t r ick ”  w h ere  th ere  is  n o n e . M r  B o u c ic a u lt  testifies  to  fa c t s  
o f  a  m ore  e x c it in g  ch a ra c te r  to  th oso  testified  to  b y  D r  G u m m in g  
ten  yea rs  a g o . B u t  b o th  tes tim o n ie s  g o  u g a in st  th o  F a ra d a y s  a n d  
th o  A u d erson s .

TO THE EDITOR.

S in ,— A  seance b y  th o  B ro th e rs  D a v e n p o r t  a n d  M r  W . F a y  t o o k  
p la co  in  m y  h ou so  y e a to rd a y , in  th o  p re se n ce  o f  L o rd  B u ry , S ir  
C harles N io lio lso n , -Sir J o h n  G a rd in or , S ir  C . L e n n o x  W y k o , R e v .  
l i .  I I . N cw e n h a m , R o v . W . E llis , C a p ta in  E . A .  Iu g le f ie ld , M essrs 
d ia r ie s  R eu d o , J a m e s  M a tth e w s , A lg e rn o n  B o r th w ick , I .  W il lc s
I I .  E . O rm erod , J .  W . K a y o , J .  A .B o s to c k , W . J .  R id e o u t , R o b e r t  
B e ll , J .  N . M a n g le s , 11. M . D u n p h y , >W . T y lo r  S m ith , M .D .,  E . 
T y le r  S m ith , T . L . C ow a rd , J o h n  B ro w n , M .D .,  R o b e r t  C h a m b e rs , 
a n d  D io n  B o u c ic a u lt .

T h e  room  in  w h ich  th o  m o o t in g  w as h o ld  is  a  la r g o  d ra w in g ­
ro o m , fr o m  w h ich  a ll th o  fu rn itu re  h a d  b e e n  p re v io u s ly  r e m o v e d , 
e x c e p t in g  th e  c a rp o t , a  c h a n d e lie r , a  sm a ll ta b le , a  s o fa , a  p e d e s ta l, 
an d  20 cano-b o tto m e d  ch a irs .

A t  tw o  o ’ c lo c k  s ix  o f  th o  a b o v o  p a r ty  a r r iv o d , a n d  tlio  r o o m  w as 
su b je c te d  to  ca re fu l s c ru t in y . I t  w as s u g g e s te d  th a t  a  c a b in e t  
to  b e  used  b y  the  B roth ors D a v e n p o r t , b u t  th e n  e re c te d  iu  a n  
a d ja ce n t  room , Bhould b o  lo m o v o d  in to  th o  fr o n t  ro o m  a n d  p la c e d  
in  a  sp o t  s o lc c to d  b y  ou rse lvos . T h is  was d o u o  b y  o u r  p a r ty , b u t  
in  t lio  p ro ce ss  w o  d isp la ce d  a  p o r t io n  o f  th is  p io co  o f  fu rn itu re , 
th u s  e n a b lin g  us to e x a m in e  its  m a te r ia l a n d  s tru c tu re  b e fo re  w o  
m e n d e d  it . A t  tlireo  o ’ c lo ck  o u r  p a r ty  w as fu l ly  a ssem b led  a n d  
co n t in u e d  th o  s c ru t in y . W o  so n t to  a  n e ig h b o u r in g  in u a ic - 
so lle r  fo r  s ix  g u ita rs  a n d  tw o  ta m b o u riu o s , so th a t  th o  im p le m e n ts  
to  bo  u sed  sh o u ld  u o t  b o  th oso  w ith  w h ich  th o  o p era tors  
w ore  fa m ilia r . A t  h a lf-p a st  th ro o  th e  B ro th e rs  D a v e n p o r t  a n d  M r  
F a y  a rr ived  an d  fo u n d  th at w o h a d  a lte re d  th o ir  a rra n g e m e n ts , b y  
ch a n g in g  th o  ro o m  w h ich  th o y  h a d  p re v io u s ly  s o le c te d  fo r  th e ir  
m a n ife s ta tio n s . T h o  seance th en  b o g a n  b y  an  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th o  
dross a n d  p ersons o f  th o  D a v e n p o r t  B ro th ors , a n d  it  w as c o r t if io d  
th a t  n o  a p p a ra tu s  or  o th e r  c o n tr iv a n ce  w as o o u co a le d  o n  o r  a b o u t  
th o ir  person s. T h e y  e n te re d  th e  c a b in e t  a n d  sa t fa c in g  e a ch  
o th e r . C a p ta iu  In g le f ie ld  th e n , w ith  a  n o w  r o p e  p r o v id e d  b y
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o u rse lv e s , t ie d  M r  W . D a v e n p o r t  h a n d  a u d  fo o t ,  w ith  h is  hand s 
b e h in d  h is  b a ck , a n d  th en  b o u n d  h im  firm ly  to  th e  sea t w h ere  he  
s a t . L o rd  B u r y , in  l ik e  m a n n er, s e cu re d  A ir I .  D a v e n p o r t . T h e  
k n o ts  on  th e se  lig a tu re s  w ere th e n  fa s te n e d  w ith  s e a l in g -w a x  a n d  
a  sea l w as a ffix e d . A  g u ita r , v io l in , ta m b o u r in e , tw o  b e lls  a n d  a  
brass tru m p e t , w ore  p la ce d  o n  th e  floor  o f  th e  c a b in e t , th e  d oors  
w ere  th en  c lo se d , a n d  a  su ffic ien t  l ig h t  w as p e rm itte d  in  th e  room  
to  en a b le  u s  to  see w h a t fo llo w e d . I  sh a ll o m it  a n y  d e ta ile d  a c ­
c o u n t  o f  th e  B a b e l o f  sou n d s w h ich  arose  in  th e  ca b in e t , a n d  th e  
v io le n c e  w ith  w h ich  th e  d o o rs  w ere  re p e a te d ly  bu rst o p e n  a u d  th o  
in s tru m en ts  e x p e lle d  ; th e  h a n d s  a p p e a r in g , as u su a l, a t  a  lo z e n g e ­
s h a p e d  o r ifice  in  th e  ce n tre  d o o r  o f  th e  ca b in e t . T h e  fo l lo w in g  
in c id e n ts  seem  to  us p a r t icu la r ly  w o r th y  o f  n o te  :— W h ile  L o rd  
B u r y  w as s to o p in g  in s id e  th e  c a b in e t , th e  d o o r  b e in g  o p e n e d , and  
th e  tw o  op era tors  seen  to  be  sea led  a n d  b o u n d , a  d e ta ch e d  h a n d  
w as c le a r ly  ob se rv e d  to  d e sce n d  u p on  h im , a n d  h e  sta rted  b a ck , 
r e m a rk in g  th a t  a  h a n d  h a d  s tru ck  h im . A g a in , in  th e  fu l l  l ig h t  
o f  th e  ga s  ch a n d e lie r , a n d  d u r in g  an  in te rv a l in  th o  seance, th e  
d o o rs  o f  th e  ca b in e t  b e in g  op e n , a n d  w h ile  th e  l ig a tu re s  o f  th e  
B ro th e rs  D a v e n p o r t  w ero  b e in g  e x a m in e d , a  very  w h ite , th in , 
fe m a le  h a n d  a n d  w rist q u iv e re d  fo r  sev era l se co n d s  in  th o  a ir  
a b o v e . T h is  a p p e a ra n ce  d rew  a  g e n e ra l e x c la m a tio n  fr o m  a l l  th o  
p a r ty . S ir  C h a rles  W y k e  n o w  e n te re d  th e  ca b in e t  a n d  sa t b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o  y o u n g  m e n , h is  h a n d s  b e in g  r ig h t  a n d  le f t  o n  e a ch , an d  
se cu re d  to  th e m . T h e  d oors  w ere  th en  c lo se d  a n d  th e  B a b e l o f  
s o u n d  re co m m e n ce d . S e v era l h a n d s  a p p e a re d  a t  th e  o r ifico , 
a m o n g  th e m  th o  h a n d s o f  a c h i ld . A ft e r  a  sp a ce  S ir  C h a rles  re ­
tu rn e d  a m o n g st  us a n d  sta ted  th a t  w h ile  h e  h e ld  th e  tw o  b ro th ers  
se v e ra l h a n d s to u ch e d  h is  fa ce  a n d  p u lle d  h is  h a ir  ; th e  in stru m en ts  
a t  h is  fe e t  c re p t  u p , p la y e d  ro u n d  h is  b o d y  a n d  o v o r  h is  h e a d  
o n e  o f  th em  lo d g in g  e v e n tu a lly  o n  h is  sh o u ld e rs . D u r in g  th e  
fo r e g o in g  in c id e n ts  the  h a n d s w h ic h  a p p e a re d  w ere  t o u c h e d  a n d  
g ra sp e d  b y  C ap ta in  I n g le f ie ld , a n d  h e  s ta te d  th a t  t o  th e  t o u c h  
th e y  w ere  a p p a re n t ly  h u m a n  h a n d s , th o u g h  t h e y  p assed  a w a y  
fr o m  h is  g ra sp .

I  o m it  m e n t io n in g  o th e r  p h e n o m e n a ; a n  a c c o u n t  o f  w h ich  h a s 
a lr e a d y  b e e n  re n d e re d  e lsew h ere .

T h e  n e x t  p a r t  o f  th o  seance w as p e r fo rm e d  in  th e  d a rk . O n e  
o f  th o  M essrs. D a v e n p o r t  a n d  A ir F a y  sea ted  th e m se lv e s  a m o n g s t  
u s . T w o  rop es  w ere  th row n  a t  th e ir  fe e t , a n d  in  tw o  m in u te s  an d  
a  h a l f  th e y  w ere  fo u n d  t ie d  h a n d  a n d  fo o t , th e ir  h a n d s  b e h in d  
th e ir  b a ck s  b o u n d  t ig h t ly  to  th e ir  ch a irs , a n d  th e ir  ch a irs  b o u n d  
t o  a n  a d ja ce n t  ta b le . W h ile  th is  p rocess  w as g o in g  o n  th e  g u ita r  
ro se  fr o m  th o  ta b le , a n d  s w u n g  o r  f lo a te d  ro u n d  th o  ro o m  an d  
o v e r  th e  h ea d s  o f  th e  p a r ty , a n d  l ig h t ly  t o u c h in g  som e . N o w  a  
p h o s p h o r ic  l ig h t  s h o t  from  s id e  to  s id e  o v e r  o u r  h ea d s  ; th e  la p s  
a n d  h a n d s  a n d  sh o u ld e rs  o f  sev era l w ore  s im u lta n e o u s ly  to u ch e d , 
s t r u c k , o r  p a w e d  b y  h a n d s , th e  g u ita r  m e a n w h ile  sa il in g  
r o u n d  th e  r o o m , n o w  n e a r  th e  c e i l in g , a n d  th e n  s cu fflin g  on  
th e  h ea d  a n d  sh ou ld ers  o f  som e lu ck le ss  w ig h t . T h e  b e lls  w h isk od  
h e re  a n d  th e re , a n d  a  l ig h t  th ru m m in g  w as m a in ta in e d  o n  th e  
v io l in . T h e  tw o  ta m b ou rin es  se e m e d  to  r o l l  h ith e r  a n d  th ith e r  
o n  th o  flo o r , n o w  sh a k in g  i t  v io le n t ly , a n d  n o w  v is it in g  th o  k n ees  
a n d  h a n d s  o f  o u r  c ir c le — a ll th ese  fo r e g o in g  a c t io n s , a u d ib le  o r  
ta n g ib le , b e in g  s im u lta n e o u s . M r  R id e o u t , h o ld in g  a  ta m b o u r in e  
re q u e s te d  it  m ig h t  b e  p lu c k e d  fr o m  h is  h a n d ; i t  w as a lm o st  
in s ta n tn e o u s ly  ta k en  fro m  h im . A t  th e  sam e t im e  L o rd  B u r y  m a d e  
a  s im ila r  re q u e s t, a n d  a  fo r c ib le  a t te m p t  t o  p lu c k  a  ta m b o u r in e  
fr o m  h is  g ra sp  w as m a d e , w h ic h  h e  res is ted . M r  F a y  th e n  ask ed  
th a t  h is  c o a t  sh o u ld  b e  re m o v e d . W e  h ea rd  in s ta n t ly  a  v io le n t  
s w itc h  ; a n d  h ero  o c cu rre d  th e  m o st  re m a rk a b le  fa c t .  A  l ig h t  
w as s tru ck  b e fo re  th e  c o a t  h a d  q u ite  le f t  M r  F a y ’s p e rso n , a n d  it  
w a s  seon  q u it t in g  h im , p lu c k e d  o f f  h im  u p w a rd s . I t  flow  u p  to  
th e  ch a n d e lie r , w h ere  it  h u n g  fo r  a  m o m e n t, a n d  th e n  fe l l  to  th e  

r o u n d . M r  F a y  w as seen  m e a n w h ile  b o u n d  h a n d  a n d  fo o t  as 
e fo re . O n e  o f  o u r  p a r ty  n o w  d ive s te d  h im s e lf  o f  h is  c o a t ,  a n d  i t  

w a s  p la ce d  o n  th e  ta b le . T h e  l ig h t  w as e x t in g u is h e d , a n d  th is  
co a t  w as ru sh ed  on  to  A ir  F a y ’s b a ck  w ith  e q u a l r a p id ity . D u r in g  
th e  a b o v e  o c cu rre n ce s  in  th e  d a rk  w e  p la ce d  a  sh e e t  o f  p a p er  
u n d e r  th o  fe e t  o f  th e  tw o  o p e ra to rs , a n d  d re w  w ith  a  p e n c i l  an  
o u t l in e  a ro u n d  th e m , to  th e  e n d  th a t  i f  th e y  m o v e d  i t  m ig h t  
b e  d e te c te d . T h o y  o f  th e ir  o w n  a c c o rd  o ffe red  to  h a v o  th e ir  
h a n d s  fille d  w ith  flo w e r  o r  a n y  o th e r  s im ila r  su b sta n ce , t o  p ro v e  
th a t  th e y  m a d e  n o  use o f  th e m , b u t  th is  p re ca u tio n  w as d e e m e d  
u n n e ce ssa ry . W o  re q u ire d  th e m , h o w e v e r , to  c o u n t  fr o m  o n e  to  
tw e lv e  r e p e a te d ly , th a t  th e ir  v o ice s  co n s ta n t ly  h e a rd  m ig h t  
c e r t i fy  to  us th a t  th e y  w ere  in  th e  p la ce s  w h ere  th o y  w ere  t ied . 
B a c h  o f  o u r  o w n  p a r ty  h e ld  h is  n e ig h b o u r  firm ly , bo th a t  n o  o n e  
c o u ld  m o v e  w ith o u t  tw o  a d ja ce n t  n e ig h b o u rs  b e in g  aw a re  o f  it .

A t  th o  term in a tio n  o f  th is  s e a n ce  a  g e n e ra l c o n v e rsa t io n  to o k

5dace on the subject of what we had heard and witnessed. Lord 
Jury suggested that tho geueral opinion seemed to be that wo 

should assure the Brothers Davenport and Air W. Fay that, after 
a very stringent trial and strict scrutiny of their proceedings, 
the gentlemen present could arrive at no other conclusion than 
that there was no trace of trickery in any form, and certainly 
there wero neither confederates nor machinery, and that all those 
who had witnessed the results would freely state in the society in 
which they moved that, so far as their investigations enable 
them to form an opinion, the phenomena which had taken place 
in their presence were not the product of legerdemain. This 
suggestion was promptly acceded to by all present.

B e fo re  le a v in g  th is  q u e s tio n , in  w h ich  m y  n a m e has a c c id e n ta l ly  
b e co m e  m ix e d  u p , I  m a y  b e  p e rm itte d  to  ob se rv e  th a t  I  h a v o  n o  
b e l ie f  in  w h a t is ca lle d  S p ir itu a lism , a n d  n o th in g  I  h a v e  seen  
in c lin e s  m e  to  b e lie v e  in  i t ; in d e e d , th e  p u e r il ity  o f sorno o f  th e  
d e m o n stra tio n s  w o u ld  su ffic ie n t ly  a lie n a te  su ch  a  th e o ry  ; b u t  I  
d o  b e lie v e  th a t  w e  h a v e  n o t  q u ite  e x p lo r e d  th o  re a lm s  
o f  n a tu ra l p h ilo s o p h y — th a t  th is  en te rp r ise  o f  th o u g h t  h a s o f  la te  
y ea rs  b e e n  co n fin e d  to  u s e fu l in v e n tio n s , a u d  w o aro  c o n te n t  a t  la s t  
to  th in k  th a t  th o  law s o f  n a tu re  a ro  fin ite , a s ce r ta in e d , a n d  
lim ite d  to  th e  s cop e  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e . A  v e ry  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  
w o r th y  p ersons se e in g  su ch  p h e n o m e n a  as I  h a v e  d e ta ile d  a s cr ib e  
th e m  to  su p ern a tu ra l a g e n cy  ; o th e rs  w a n d er a ro u n d  ths s u b je c t  
in  d o u b t ; bu t as it  e n g a g e s  ser io u s ly  th e  fe e l in g  a u d  e a rn est  
th o u g h t  o f  so la rg e  a  n u m b e r  in  E u ro p e  a n d  A m e r ica , is i t  a  
s u b je c t  w h ich  s c ie n t ific  m e n  aro  ju s t if ie d  in  t r e a t in g  w ith  th e  
n e g le c t  o f  c o n te m p t  1

S om e p ersons th in k  th a t  th e  re q u ire m e n t  o f  d a rk n ess  seem s to  
in fe r  tr ick e ry . Is  n o t  a  d a rk  ch a m b e r  essen tia l in  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  
p h o to g ra p h y  ? A u d  w h a t w o u ld  w e  r e p ly  to  h im  w h o  sh o u ld  sa y , 
“  I  b e lie v e  p h o to g ra p h y  to  b o  a  h u m b u g  ; d o  it  a ll  in  th o  l ig h t ,  
a n d  I  w ill b e lie v e  ; n o t  t i ll  th e n .”  I t  is tru e  th a t  w o  k n o w  w h y  
d ark n ess is n ecessa ry  to th o  p ro d u c t io n  o f  th e  su n  p ic tu r e  ; a n d  i f  
s c ie n t ific  m e n  w ill  s u b je c t  these  p h e n o m e n a  to  an a lys is  w e  sh a ll  
fin d  o u t  w h y  d ark ness is e ssen tia l to  su ch  m a n ife s ta tio n s .— Y o u r s  
o b e d ie n t ly , D I O N  B O U C IO A U L T .
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D R . C U A IA IIN G ’ S  V I E W S  O N  S P I R I T U A L I S A I .

T e n  y e a rs  a g o , D r . C u m m in g  b e fo re  th e  Y o u n g  A le n ’s C h ris t ia n  
A sso c ia t io n  in  L o n d o n — ex p re sse d  h im s e lf  r e la t iv o t o  ta b le -tu r n in g  
th u s  :

“  A n o th e r  s ig n  o f  th e  t im e s  m ig h t  b e  o b se rv e d  in  w h a t w as p o p u ­
la r ly  d e n o m in a te d  ta b le -tu r n in g  o r  ta b le -ta lk in g — fo r  t h e y  w e re  
tw o  e m in e n t ly  sep arate  th in g s . T h e re  w ero  so m e  w h o  c la im e d  
fo r  th ese  m a n ife s ta tio n s  a  su p e rn a tu ra l a g e n cy , w h ile  o th e rs  b o -  
lie v e d  th a t  i t  w as th o  re su lt  o f  e le c tr ic  in flu e n ce . B e ca u se  a  th in g  

'c a n id  n o t  b e  u n d e rsto o d  or  e x p la in e d , i t  w as n o t  th e re fo re  a b s o ­
lu te ly  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  it  to  b o  th o  re su lt  o f  a n y  in v is ib le  p o w e r , o r  
th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  d ise m b o d ie d  sp ir its , l i e  fe l t  h im s e lf  q u ite  
c o m p e te n t  to  sp ea k  u p o n  th is  su b je c t , h a v in g  b e e n  a sso c ia te d  w ith  
th ose  w h o  had  m a d e  a  n u m b e r  o f  m ost  s in g u la r  a n d  su cce ss fu l e x *  

er im on ts . T h o  ta b le s , a t  th e  req u est  o f  th o  g e n t le m a n  a t  w h o se  
ouso  h o  h a d  seen  th o  e x p e r im e n ts , h a d  l i f t e d  u p  th e ir  le g s  a n d  

an sw ered  m o st  o f  th e  q u e stio n s  w h ich  w ore  p u t  to  th e m ,so m e tim e s  
g iv in g  p e r fe c t ly  c o r r e c t  re p lie s , b u t  a t  o th e r  t im e s  th e y  w ore  e n ­
t ir e ly  w ro n g . A ft e r  w h a t h e  h a d  w itn essed  h e  w as q u ite  sa tis fied  
w ith  a ll d e fe re n ce , th a t  D r . F a ra d a y ’s th e o ry  d id  n o t  e x p la in  t h o  

h e n o m e n o n . I t  w as a  fa c t ,  th a t  th e  fin gers  la id  l ig h t ly  o n  a  
e a v y  ta b le  m a d e  it  sp in  ro u n d  a n d  ro u n d , a n d  th ro w  itB elf in to  

m ost  e x tra o rd in a ry  c o n v u ls io n s . H e  h a d  m o re o v e r  h im s e lf , in  c o n ­
n e c t io n  w ith  h is  ow n  son ,m a d e  a  ch a ir  s p in  ro u n d  th e  r o o m ,a n d  p er­
fo rm  th o  m ost  B a cch a n a lia n  g y m n a s t ics . T h e se , h o w e v e r , w e ro  
n o t  th e  sort o f  m a n ife s ta tio n s  th a t  h o  lo o k e d  fo r  as th e  fu lf i lm e n t  
o f  p ro p h e c y  r e la t in g  to  th e  w o n d e rs  w h ich  sh o u ld  b e  p e r fo rm e d  in  
th e  la s t  d a y s . A b o u t  th ese  m a n ife s ta tio n s  th ere  w as n o  c e r ta in ty , 
w h erea s , in  th o  m ira c le s  p e r fo rm e d  b y  C h rist , a n d  iu  th o se  w h ic h  
h e  b e lie v e d  w o u ld  b e  p e r fo rm e d  a c c o rd in g  to  p r o p h e c y , th e re  
w o u ld  b e  n o  d o u b t  w h a te v e r . T h e  ta b le -ta lk in g  w as so  v e r y  e q u i ­
v o c a l, th a t  th e  p a r tie s  p resen t w ere  so  b e w ild e re d  th a t  t h e y  k n e w  
n o t  w h a t  to  b e lie v e . F o r  h is  ow n  p a rt  h e  d id  n o t  th in k  i t  t o  b o  
th e  r e su lt  o f  d ia b o lic a l  a g e n c y , a lth o u g h  h e  d id  n o t  p ro fe ss  to  b o  
a b le  t o  e x p la in  a ll  th o  p h e n o m e n a  w h ich  h o  h a d  w itn e sse d . H o  
h a d  re a d  e v e ry  p a m p h le t  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p u b lish e d  in  th is  c o u n ­
try  in  fa v o u r  o f  t a b lo -ta lk in g . T h o  D e v il  w as fa r  to o  b u s y  in  h ia  
o th e r  sch e m e s  o f  w ick e d n e ss  to  h a v e  a n y th in g  t o  d o  w ith  so  a im ­
less  a n d  u n p ro fita b le  a  s p e c u la t io n . T h e  o n ly  t h in g  th a t  s e e m e d  
to  h im  to  sa v o u r  o f  i t  b e in g  a sso cia te d  w ith  th e  E v il  O n o , w as th o  
fa c t ,  th a t  m in is te rs  o f  th o  G o sp e l h a d  b e e n  in d u c e d  t o  d e v o te  
th e m se lv e s  to  its  e lu c id a t io n  to  a n  e x te n t  a n d  in  a  m a n n e r  w h ic h  
d id  n o t  seem  to  h a rm on ise  w ith  th e ir  c a l l in g  a n d  p ro fe s s io n .”

I n  th o  a b o v o  w e h a v o  th o  fa cts  testif ied  to  th a t  ta b les  m o v e  a b o u t  
w ith o u t  th e  a g e n cy  o f  t r ic k e r y . T h e  D o c to r  w ill n e ith e r  a d m it  
F a r a d a y ’s th e o ry  n o r  A ir N a n g lo ’ s. H e  e m p h a t ic a lly  r e p u d ia te s  
b o th . S c ie n c e  has n o t  y e t  s e tt le d  th e  p o in t , a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  th o  
le a rn e d  d iv in o  “  T h o  D e v il  is  fa r  to o  b u sy  w ith  o th e r  sch e m e s  o f  
w ick e d n e ss  to  h a v e  a n y th in g .t o  d o  w ith  so  a im less  a n d  u n p ro fita b le  
a  s p e c u la t io n .”  D r  C u m m in g , i t  w o u ld  se e m , im p lie s  h e re  th a t  th o  
d e v i l  h a s n o t  t o  d o  w ith  all s ch e m e s  o f  w ick ed n ess . R a th e r  s tra n g e  
lo g ic  fo r  a  D .D . W h y  d oes  th o  w ord  other a p p e a r  in  th o  s e n te n ce , 
i f  th e 'D o c t o r  d o e s  n o t  th in k t  h a t  “ ta b le -ta lk in g ,”  a s  h o  term s i t ,  is  
o n e  sch e m e  o f  w ick e d n e ss . P e rh a p s  som e  d a y , D r  C u m m in g  m a y  
m a k e  th is  c le a r . S o  fa r  w o  h a v o  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  D r . C u m m in g  
a g a in s t  d ia b o lic a l  a g e n cy  in  th e  m a tte r . T h is  m u st  b o  s a t is fa c to r y  
to  C h u rch m e n , w h o  h a v e  h e ld  a lo o f  fro m  th e  s tu d y  o f  s p ir itu a l 
p h e n o m e n a ,',p u re ly  o u t  o f  fe a r  th a t  S a ta n  is  th e s o le  a c t iv o  a g e n t  
in  th o  w h o le  ra n g e  o f  m a n ife s ta tio n s  h e a d e d  “ s p ir it u a l ."

(T o  b o  con tin u ed  in  o u r  n ex t.)
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B EN JAM IN  M AZEL'S SPIRITU AL COSMOGONY.
AltTICLK THE I'OUHTIt.

But Jova had his suspicions of tho plot formed against him. Ho im­
mediately began to make every endeavour to discover who his enemies 
might be. lie  felt strongly that the guilty person was Leviathan, his 
eldest son, and he therefore resolved that he should he made to undergo 
Kien’a fate. lie  determined not to attack him openly, hut on a Rudden. 
An opportunity soon occurred, hut it was frustrated by tho presenco of 
a number more of tho conspirators—whoso councils, however, Jova was 
thus able to overhear. On this, he rapidly took measuros for his own 
safety, and assembled tho white race, and posted them round his person 
in the palace, which was placed in a condition of defence, every avenue 
being closed. Tho chiefs o f tho white race wore Mikel, liafakl, and 
Kabril—in whom tho render will see, in a modified form, tho angels 
Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel.

In tho chiefs o f tho black race, also, may ho recognised—tho heads of 
tho hosts of evil—Leviathan, Asraeil, ami others. It was determined 
to assault tho palace by a secret passage, as well as by an open declara­
tion and attack at tlio’gates. Jova, howovor, had prudently blocked up 
tho avenues, and Leviathan found that his attempts wore vain. It 
would bo tedious here to recite the history of the battle. Anyone who 
has read the account of tho wars of the giant Titans with Jupiter, in 
the heathan mythology, can till in the picture. Both Jova and Levia­
than were killod in this carnago, and tho black race was hurled into 
tho abysses of tho mountains. At this time, also, tho practice of can­
nibalism was introduced by tho blacks.

The wife of Jova was left by herself to reign over tho human race, 
which this dreadful war of extermination, addod to a plague and famine, 
caused to dwindle away into nothingness. Foo, Jova’s wife, stimulated 
tho war between tho races, and, by artful moans, endeavoured to con­
ceal tho death of Jova, whom sho represented as immortal. Finally, 
the black race, seized with terror, and disorganized by tho loss of their 
chief, leviathan, tied from tho valley, and loft it to tho undisturbed 
occupation of the whites. Their leader was named Bolzob, and, with 
varying success, he still tried to maintain tho war. At a final struggle, 
ho succeeded in almost entirely extirpating the whites, who returned, 
in a feeble condition, to tlio happy valley whoro they had previously 
lived in comfort. W ith the exception of Foe, the general mother, and 
a few children, tho human race soon passed away, and thus, technically 
speaking, perished tho race of angels—as the first beings wore 
called.

W o havo now to follow tho modium’s strango narrative, and note 
bow he accounts for the origin o f mankind, properly so called.

In order to maintain her supremacy, Foe informed the inhabitants 
that sho was gifted with divine power, that her palace was a lioaven- 
seut structure, and, in fact, was tho Paradise in which the glorifiod 
angels dwelt in her presence. But as tho white race died out, alio 
deeded less and less to persuade them of tho truth of her pretensions. 
A t last there remained only two boys and three young girls in tho 
valley, and these she instructed as it might please her. Theso were 
the sole survivors of tho white race, and wore destined by Foe to re- 
populato her realms. Bbo herself retired to tho mountain palaco, and 
only returned to “  earth”  occasionally, to see how the children grow 
up. Boforo shutting licrsolf up in Imr solitude, howovor, Foo had 
taken an orphan lad from tho white race, and this lad she educated 
alone in a cavern at a mountain's top, visiting him but rarely, and 
thou telling him that sho was a divinity whom ho was bound to wor­
ship. l ie  grow up in his cavern solitude, and seeing no being liko 
himself, of course, implicitly beliovod tlio words of Foe.

In tho valley, however, the other children grow in years, and two 
o f  tho girls became tho wives of tho young men—there were, however, 
only two, and the third girl had no husband. Much jealousy was 
caused among them, and she finally ran away. Foo assumed the name 
o f  Jova, and had forbidden tho children in tho valley to approach her 
palaco, or tho gardons about it, under pain of being thrown into tho 
abysses to which so many of the black race bad been consigned in timo 
past. Some obscure reminiscence of this event had survived among 
the children, and thoy, therefore, dreaded the palaco, and shunned it 
with awe. , , ,

Foo told her children that there were two paradises possessed by 
J ov a : ono in the sun, where tho divinity usually resided, and tho 
other, tho torrential paradise, in tho mountain range.

What, however, was Foe to do with tho orphan boy in tho cavern ? 
n o  could not always remain there. At last she resolved to sot hint in 
the gardens o f her palace, until sho knew what to do with him. Sho 
ono day, therefore, suddenly appeared before him, and bid him gather 
together tho domestic animals which had been his playmates tor so 
long a time, and follow her. He followed her obediently, and, in tho 
darkness of the night, they passed safely through tho forests, and 
reached tho palace-garden by  dawn.

When daylight had arrived, Foe took tho youth through tho various 
parts of tho garden, pointing out all tho fruits and ilowors, and tho 
animals it contained. Bho gavo him to understand that ho might en­
joy  all this wealth, but warned him that ho should bo careful to obey 
her, as, in the event o f disobedience, he would share tho fate of the 
angels she bad formerly created. Leviathan, she added, was tho chief 
o f these rebel angels, and, from his power, frequently emerged from 
tho place of punishment assigned to him, in tho form of a serpent. 
Against this insidious foe, tho wife of Jova warned tho youth, and thou 
departed.

Foe always kept tho other inhabitants o f tho valloy away from tho 
orphan in the garden, but when tho young girl ran away, tho old story 
o f transgression took place. As the young girl wandered about, sho 
came to ono of the avenues leading to Foe’ s palace, and presently en­
tered. The medium then perceived, in tlio main, the story of A dam 
and Eve, much a* our Bible tells it. The cursing of tho serpent for 
deluding Eve is related, and hero wo may well oud tho report on M. 
Mazel'# book, except just briefly to state its close.

In a final chapter, tho medium gives a further account of tho fortunes 
of tho mulatto tribes, whom ho identifies with tho American Indians; 
and, in process of timo, by intermarriage, from thoso sprung tho 
Chinese, Biamesc, and othors. Tho blacks, naturally, ho assigns to 
Africa, tho white races to Europe and Wostorn Asia.

It is unnecessary to criticiso an arrangement which is purely un­
scientific, as every Anthropologist knows ; tho task of tho writer was 
rather to givo a bird’s-oyo view of a singular book, which professes 
ovorywhuro to bo truthful. M. Mazol’s thoories, liko thoso of many 
other enthusiasts, aro at variance with science, hut still there is somo 
profit in tho perusal of such productions—in tho writer’s opinion—as 
it is ovidonoo of tho strango wandorings to which the human mind 
may ho subjected. That M. Mazol is sincere, the writor believes, but 
though ho may road tho Cosmogony with interest, it docs not follow 
that ho or any other person is to bo bound to accept it ns true. In tho 
first articlo this reservation was made, and is hero further insisted 
on.

K enneth R. II. Mackenzie.
Chiswick, Oct. 1st, 1801,

A RELATION OK A YARMOUTH WITCH, EXECUTED 1011.
In the year 1G44, sixteen women were accused at Yarm outh, 

for W itches, by M r Hopkins ; and sent by the Magistrates to 
M r Whitfield and M r Brinsley, Ministers o f  that place, to be 
examined. A m ong these was an old woman w ho used to be 
relieved twice a woek at Mr Whitfield’s door, who made the 
following con fession : viz. That she using to work for M r 
M oulton (a stocking Merchant, and Alderman o f the town) went 
to his house for work, but he being from home, his man 
refused to let her have any till his M aster returned; 
whereupon, being exasperated against tho man, she applied 
herself to the maid, and desired some knitting work o f  her ; 
and when she returned the like answer, she went home in 
great discontent against them both. That that night when 
she was in bed, she heard ono knock at her door, and rising 
to her window, she saw (it being m oon-light) a tall b lack 
man there; and asked what he would h av e?  l i e  told her 
that she was discontented, because she could not get w o rk ; 
and that he would put her into a way that she should never 
want anything. On this she let him in, and asked him what he 
had to say to her ? H e told her, he must first see her hand ; 
and then taking out som ething like a penknife, he gave it a 
little scratch, so that blood followed, and the mark remained to 
that time, which she then showed them ; then he took some o f  
the blood in a pen, and pulling a book  out o f his pocket, bid her 
write her n a m e ; and when she said she could not, he said he 
would guide her hand. W hen this was done, he bid her now 
ask what (she would have. And when she desired first to be 
revenged on the man, ho promised to give her an account of it 
tho next night, and so leaving her somo m oney, went away. 
The next night he came to her again, and told her he cou ld  do 
nothing against the man ; for he went constantly to church, and 
said his prayers m orning and evening. Then sho desired him 
to rovenge her on the maid ; and ho again promised her to give 
her an account thereof tho next n i g h t ; but then he said the 
same o f  the maid, and that therefore he could not hurt her. But 
he said that there was a young child in the house, which was 
more easy to ho dealt with. W hereupon she desired him to do 
what he could against it. The next night he came again, and 
brought with him an image o f  wax, and told her they must g o  
and bury that in the church-yard, and then the child which he 
had put into great pain already should waste away as that 
imago wasted. W hereupon they went together and buried 
it. The child having lain in a languishing condition for about 
eighteen months, and being very near death, the Minister sent 
this woman with this account to the Magistrates, who there­
upon sent her to M r M oulton’s ; where in the same room  that 
the child lay almost dead, she was examined concerning the 
particulars aforesaid ; all which she confessed again, and had no 
sooner done, but the child, who was hut three years old, and 
was thought to bo dead or dying, laughed, and began to stir and 
raiso up itse lf ; and from that instant began to recover. This 
woman and all the rest were convicted upon their own con ­
fessions, and were condemned, and executed accordingly.

This account, said Judge H ale, I had from a son o f  M r 
W hitfield, who wus then present.— Methodist Magazine, 1787.)

S P I R I T U A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .

“  Yo frail children of men, yo worthless generation, yc whom Jesus 
died to save, yo are hut mites compared with tho groat, good, and in­
finite Being who iriado you all. Oh, hloss and praise Him. Oh, yo 
children of men, givo llim  thanks for all His bountiful goodness. M ay 
tho graco of the Lord ho with you. Amen.—A C l e h o v m a x . ”

C uaiu.es C hav.
On tho top of Bt, Paul's Cathodral,

October 8th, 1801
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A N  O R IG IN A L S P IR IT U A L  TALE .
BY J. n .  POWELL.

C H A PTE R  X V II .

M r Polax considered for a time and resolved to de­
liver a lecture for the benefit o f himself. IIo thon 
inarched oif to the City-road Coffee House, where he had li­
belled MrPorbes, and talked tho proprietor into Lis plans; the 
result was Mr Polax had a night set apart for him to 
lecturo without having to pay for the room. Bills were 
speedily circulated announcing tho fact that M r Philas 
Polax would deliver one o f his popular lectures on “  The 
Nervous and Mental Organization o f Man.”  Tho night 
camo and so did the lecturer, who, fearing for tho success 
o f  tho night, stood outside giving bills to tho passers by 
until it was exactly half an hour beyond the time specified 
for his locture. W hen Mr Polax walked on tho platform 
ho looked crestfallen. Ilis  audience was vory small and 
tho profits Nil. By his side was a little tablo on which 
rostod a Bust and a Human skull, both o f which tho pro­
prietor kindly lent him. It was a sad reception for tho 
lecturer. H e was thore to talk about Man’s Nervous 
Organism and he was himself very nervous, not because of 
tho largeness and importance, but o f tho smallnes and in­
significance o f Ms audienco. But having undertaken to 
lecturo ho determined to perform the task, n o  stood 
beforo tho audience one hand on tho head o f the bust and 
holding tho skull in the other. H o then laid baro his theory 
o f  mental scionco and spoke loamedly o f Nervous Organiza­
tion ; at least, he thought ho did so. His audience thought 
bo  too, because they knew ns little about tho anatomy o f 
tho nerves as did their lecturer. Mr Polax grew warm 
after a little while, and thought, since his audienco was 
not an important one, ho could venture on a theory o f his 
own respecting man’s responsibility. He said, “  Friends, 
you  aro constantly listening to theologists who make a 
feast on your pasturos, and tell you that man has an 
innate spirit wMcli will live for over independently o f  tho 
body. Theso mon deceivo you, no man had boon able to 
pool tho body off and leave this so-tormod spirit to speak 
for itself. Thereforo it is plainly absurd to talk about 
responsible agency apart from Organism. Now listen. 
Nothing can exist without form and colour, and all form and 
color have material olemonts; thoroforo, spirits must bo 
material, and materialism must hold sway. Now listen 
again ; tho Nervous Organism, having form and substance 
and possessing wonderful influence over tho wliolo man, is 
in reality tho responsible agent in tho matter o f Life-action, 
for it is obvious, friends, that no responsibility can belong'to 
sp irit; it must do so to body, for body is material and action 
is material likewise, and responsibility flowing out of action 
must belong to matter ; thoroforo tho complex Nervous 
System o f Man is the highest and only agent in his life- 
pursuits. Now, friends,”  continued the lecturer, taking his 
hand off tho bust and placing it on the skull, which ho held 
forward with both hands, “  until mankind shall have a 
thorough knowlodgo o f the scionco o f tho mind there can bo 
no true philosophy in life,”  and Mr Polax climaxed the state­
ment by lifting Ms right hand off tho skull and bringing it 
down upon its coronal region with a sudden forco. “  Tins 
skull, friends, I  venture to assert— tMs skull, whon it was 
alive,”  and ho patted tho skull again, “ never know tho 
higher moral and beautiful pleasures wMch refinod minds 
enjoy— aye ? what, querio!—-IIow I  blush, friends, when I  
think that I  have been in foreign countries and tried to intol- 
lectualize and moralizo mankind there; when I  think how 
many skulls like tMs aro walking about in tho midst o f this 
great metropolis,”  and ho brought his hand suddonly 
down upon the coronal region o f tho skull with emphasis at 
tho word this. “  D o you not see the necessity o f a 
knowlodgo o f mental science ?— a y e ! w hat! query!”  and ho 
brought his right hand down upon the skull again, and met 
tho gam o f Ms audience with a confident smile. W hen Mr 
Polax had talked himself tirod he looked at his audionce, 
which at tho end o f his lecturo numberod about six por- 
Bons, and found throe o f  them asleep; the othor throe sat on 
pins, and did not liko to leave the liaJl out o f  deference, not to

Mr Polax, but to etiquotte. But tho lecturo was at an end 
at last, and tho tMeo rostless beings who had 
envied the threo sleeping onos, rose with duo 
speed and mado their exit. O f courso, the locturer 
looked rod in the face as ho handed the bust and skull 
to their owner who entered tho hall to extinguish 
tho lights. Thoro was a substantial sonso o f unsub­
stantiality in tho face o f tho locturer; ho had talked a long 
time it is true, but after all what is tho uso o f talk with 
three porsons asleep and threo others eager to got away ? 
Then tho means to the end o f tho locturo, calculating 
the cost o f bills, produced a balaneo on tho wrong side. 
The sleepors awoke, yawned, and lookod demure enough, 
wondering whether they had hoard certain statements 
about Man’s Nervous System or whothor they had only 
dreamt thoy had hoard them. Mr Philas Polax was not 
tho man to despair at a single or oven a sorios o f  defeats. 
H e wanted to furnish his Studio, and resolved to do so at 
all hazards. H o told tho kind proprietor o f tho bust and 
skull that ho was o f all men possossed o f largo Benevolence, 
and borrowed “ for a fow days only”  tho bust and skull, deter­
mining to mako a virtue o f necessity by beginning business 
on a small sealo. Accordingly tho now Professional having 
borrowed a couple o f chairs from ono friend and a vory 
ricketty old tablo from another, • stationed himself at tho 
little tablo from 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. each day, according to 
ticket nailed below, which was illustrated with a largo 
painting ho had borrowed from some othor kind friend. 
“ Phrenological examinations from Is. taken by Mr Philas 
Polax.”  People past and re-past, looking at tho 
name, and somo fow ventured to overcome tho diffi­
culty o f tho threo flights o f stairs. Mr Polax took 
caro to please his patrons and ho know how to toll thorn 
their good qualities, so as to eauso them to decide on having 
a lialf-a-crown’s worth o f Phrenology, according to his 
own system, for be itrememborod, Mr l ’olax scorned to take 
notice o f  tho instructions o f  Gall, and in a most shamoful 
manner he mnnglod tho system o f Lavator, and mixed up 
a hodge-podgo o f flattery and truths, which all admit to bo 
truths, becauso thoy are as palpablo as their jnoses. In  
this way ho clutched fortuno by tho board, and fortunate it 
was for him, or ho would havo romainod soedy in wardrobo 
and ill-fed in person. As soon as matters looked a little 
prosjjorous, ho put a fow extras into his studio, and took 
caro to arrange on somo shelves a few busts o f notorious 
murdorors and a few busts ofromarkablo goniusos ;ho placed 
the latter altogether in tho centre, leaving the murdorers to 
wall them in on either side.

There can bo no disputo about M r Polax being industri­
ous ; ho kopt at his post, and lost no shillings where ho 
could not obtain half-crowns. But he did not do so rapid 
a trade as ho had bargainod with himself for. n o  thereforo 
sat in deep meditation, which ondod in his prefixing tho 
Polax with Professor. Tho first day tho Professor was pre­
sented to tlio discerning public, ho more than doubled his 
patrons. Thus mattors went on, until Professor Polax hav­
ing managed to live well and appear in professional black, 
resolvod at all hazards to try and expose the humbug 
Spiritualism, as he termed it. H o took a largo hall, and 
advertised a locture anti on tho subject, and challenged tho 
Spiritualists o f London to prove him in orror. Mr Forbes 
was out walking, onjoying tho satisfaction that ho had boon, 
spending a pleasant week with Miss Corral, when ho caught 
a full view o f Professor Polax’s placards.

“  Tho impudent charlatan,”  ho exclaimed, “ I ’ll give Mm 
a chanco o f triumph.”

Mr Forbes rushed to Ms chambers, and at once wrote a 
lottor, inviting Mr Humphroy to town. H o went on to say 
in Ms note that argument was Mr Humphrey’ s forte, and 
manifestations his own. H o proposed that Mr Humphrey 
should meet this magnificent Professor in argument, and ho 
himself would sit andondoavour to elicitspiritualphenomona.

A t tho samo time, Mr Somes seeing tho announcement, 
felt a sudden desire to give Professor Polax a benefit. IIe  
rushed off to Lincoln’s Inn Fields just in time to catch 
Mr Forbes, who was in the act o f sealing up the note. Mr 
Somes was surprised to loam  that Mr Forbes knew tho fact 
o f tho posters being out, but expressed his pleasure never­
theless. A n arrangement was made botwoon those two 
worthies to aid each other in defending the truth, and 
putting down Polax. A t that instant Captain Stewart sent 
in his card, which, mado Mr Forbes start.
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To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual T ime«, packets will bo sent 
direct from the Offieo post free to any part of the United Kingdom, by 
remitting, in advance, as under-

1 copy 3 d „ or lor 13 weeks 3«. 3d. 20 week* 6s. Gil. 52 weck« 13s.
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Tost Office Orders must be made payablo to Job Cuudwell, at tho Strand 
Post Office.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Our readers will favour us by sending accounts ot Apparitions, Hauntings, 

&e. We wish to give as many facts as our space will admit. Corres­
pondents should allow their names and addresses to appear”, accounts 
o f a supernatural character should be given to the public froo from all 
suspicion.

AU Advertisements, payable in advance, may be forwarded to Mr J. H. 
Powell, Spiritual T imx* Offieo, 335, Strand, W.C.

Advertisements will bo inserted as follows—Four lines, 2s.; end every 
additional line, 3d.; 10 words to a line. A  reduction for a series of 
insertions by special arrangement.

Advertisements for insertion in the current week must reach tho Office on 
or before nine o’clock on Wednesday morning.

To the Trade.—Tho Spiritual T imes is published at Ten o’clock on 
Friday morning, by Job Caudwell, 33o, Strand, London, W.C.

L ist of Aqents for the “ Spiritual T im es."
London,—F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row,
Fox, 115, Long Acre.
II, Vickers, Strand.
Upjohn, Bow-street.
Daniels, King-street, Covent Garden.
Miller, Bodford-strect, Strand.
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Mr and Mrs W allace hold Seances every Tuesday evening, at 8 o’clock,
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CHARLES MKAUING’ S INSECT POW DER
17ills Fleas, Bugs, Moths in Furs, and all

Insects, without the least danger to animal life, for any quantity 
could bo taken without injury. Dogs, cats, canaries, and other birds 
troubled with fleas snd other vonnin, it will destroy them. For children’s 
heads it stands unrivalled, the least atom coming in contact with them is 
«ufficicnt to destroy any insect. Sample Packets, Id., 2d., 4d., and (id., 
with Directions, by all oilmen, grocers, chemists, &c. Be sure you ask 
for CHARLES MEAIUNG'S INSECT POWDER, and see that 
Charles Mearing 1* on the packet before leaving tho shop, or you will bo 
disappointed, as there are already worthless imitations of Charlai Mearing’s 
Insect Powder, and Charles Mearing guarantees all that is here stated. Be 
mire you have Charles Mearing’s Insect Powder. Try a pocket if you are 
troubled with fleas or bugs. Any one doubting tho quality of this urticlo 
has only to sprinklo a little on tho dog or cat, when they will seo tho fleas 
come to the surface immediately, and then die. Works .—55, UNION 
STREET, CLARENDON SQUARE, LONDON. N .W .____________
A  NEW  VOLUME OF POEMS PREPARING FOR THE PRESS.

HUMPHREY COLLINsTa ND OTHER POEMS,
To which is prefixed an A utoihoorpiiy of tho Author.

BY J. H. POWELL,
Author of Timon and other poems, &c.

The price to Subscribers will be Five Shillings.
F’ riends desirous of seenring copies should kindly forward their names and 
addresses to tho author, "  Spiritual Times ”  office, 335, Strand, W.C. an 
only a limited number of copies will be issued. _____

I’he English Leader, a New Weekly Liberal
Newspaper, furnishing a copious account of Current Events snd Public 

Affairs at the same time having in view to direct tho thought and action of 
the multitude, and doing justice to Progressive Opinion. Price Twopence. 
London: F. l arrah, 282, Strand, W.C.

MESMERIC TREATMENT"
MR. J. H. POWELL

Either receives Patients at his own residence in London, or visits them at 
theirs.—Terms moderate. Addre»«, 7a, Hungerford-road, C'amden-rtuul, 
Holloway, N. A Patient can be accommodated with Apartments and 
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TTcalth in Nature,—a Practical Treatise, show-

iug hvw "  Good Digestion wait* on Appetite, and Health on both.”  
By R. Coofeu. To be had of all Booksellers; Price 8d.

“ Health In nature”  is a little book all should read. It goes in tho way 
of social scion«-, and in common-sense diction clours the path to Uoalth. It 
Is about the cheapest book of equal usefulness wo have Ltd tho pleasure to 
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F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row,

Just Published. CJoth, flsep. 8vo., 170 p.p., prico 2s.,

Spiritualism: its Facts and Phases, Illustrated
rrJvwuT°rl,0na  ̂^ xIJl-‘rionces, and Fac-similos of Spirit-Writing, by J. lit PU'VIiLL.

As an individual contribution to tho penoral mass of testimony on this 
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Mr. I owe! h statements of the answers ho received to queries are remark- 
ablo, and as lie is evidently a truthful writer we cannot do other tlmu adviso 
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f)ur Biflcs are Ready ! Hurrah! (a Song for
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and EfFectivo.

T he Evening Star. Part Song, with voice parts complete.
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for 18 stamps.
“ Two lirst-class pieces.—llrii/hton Guardian.
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Qvor the Downs (Words by J. II. Powell).—
Song and Chorua as sung with great uppluueo at the Philharmonic) 
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Thckla’s Song (from Schiller’s Piccolomini.)
Tho Better Land (Words by Mrs. Hemans.)
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The Spiritual Magazine.
month, price Gd. London : F, Pi
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the Bible, Demonology and Witchcraft—Tho Atonement—Tho true idea 
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On certain Old Tontamont Lubkoqs for the day—Mr Binns’ Sermon of 
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London : vv hitflom & Co., Htrand, and C. Eox, EftternoBter Itow,
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spectable part ot Holloway, on Moderate Terms. Two minutes’ walk from 
tho’ Bus, and about 10 minutes’ walk from tho North Iendon Railway 
Station. Address personally or by Letter, “  I’ ,”  7«, Hungerford-road, 
Camdon-road, Holloway, N.

A 11 Communications for the Davenports to be
■LX- addressed to Mr. II. D. Palmer, 308, Regent Street.

J. H. POWELL
Will lecture on

TENNYSON’S “ ENOCH ARDEN,”
On Monday, Octobor 24th. at Sion Chapel, near the gate, Mile-End.

at 8 o'clock. Admission 3d. Reserved seats 6d."
J. 11. Powell, author of “ ¡Spiritualism, its- Facts

w  and Phases,”  and Editor of tho ÍS)iiritual Times, at tho Railwuv 
Institute, Grange Road, Camden Town, will loctnro on “  Spiritual 
Phenomena,”  and Illustrate tho subject with experiments in 1 

ELECTRO-BIOLOGY,
overy Tuesday owning, at a quartor-post 8 precisely. Admission 3d 
Rosorved seats (id.
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