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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities; it presents us not only with the somblances, but with the positivo evidences of

cternal existence, causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speank of belong not to the Spiritual, but to the Material world.

It is

easy to imagine that we are dealing with the absolute and enduring, because we nssociate our thoughts with the external and
apparently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only absoluto and enduring facts are beyond the tomb.
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‘ The life that now is shapes the life that is to be.”
“ Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.”

Che Spirvitual Times.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 1864.

ST. IGNATIUS, OF LOYOLA.

NO. 1.

It is a patent fact that as our country has advanced in
what is termed physical science, it has lost its faith ;in
spiritual revealings or supernatural power. There has been
the tendency to look merely through the physical eyes at
physical manifestations, and to ignore the internal spiritual
sight, and all that is of the spirit spiritual. Hence philo-
sophers have christened a conscious knowledge of hidden
8piritual existences ¢ Superstition,” ¢ intellectual aberra-
tion,” and s0 on. Bowing to the universal yearning for a
hereafter and the insubduable sense that God is, and that
Ho is supreme, the world has put on the shield of Faith,
but, alas! Doubt has entered the sanctuary, put in its claim,
and the struggle of the soul with the flesh has been going
on. Ever and anon the pages of history offer evidence that
wen have moved upon this tried earth in whose lives Faith
has triumphed over doubt, and spiritual powers have been
marvellously manifested. DBut in all cases temptations have
rigen in the way of Faith; they try the spirit, and test its
worth, In this world there are so many oxciting induce-
ments to selfishness, and men generally are so weak in
their own strength, that without some aid from above, some
Spirit-illumination, they fail to sustain true living-to-the-
death fuith in goodness and God. St. Ignatius was a
Peculiar example of this idea—he was both beautiful in
Person and possessed of means which enabled him to mix
With the tenants of courts and the proudest nobles of his
tountry, Thero was all the paraphernalia of pomyp, the ad-
Wiration of patricians, and the homage of plebeians attract-
g and distracting him, but God had evidently designed
that the saint should look at these things as simple processes
‘{f spiritual education. They were his for sacrifice, not for

fo-clinging possession.

In the year 1491, Ignatius, the youngest of eigly?;;:
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and throe daughters, first saw the light. His father, Don
Bertram, was the representative of two of the greatest
houses in Spain, they were called Ognez and Loyola. His
mother, Dona Maria Saez de Balde, was of noble descent.
Thus Ignatius had wealth and influence, but it was not his
mission to value them. He came at a time when the
horizon of Faith was somewhat dark ; Luther and Calvin,
but a fow years his seniors, were preparing unconsciously
for their great parts in the theological drama which was
soon to be enacted. Only one year aftor the birth of
Ignatius, Christopher Columbus, with the aid of Spanish
vessels, discovered some new islands opposite to the coast
of Florida, America. Vespuccia about the same time headed
an expedition, and discovered the Cape of Good Hope. The
news of the discovery of the New World had a magical
effect on the minds of people, and at least taught them a
lesson when it was remembered that Columbus had been
pronounced ““a madman,” had consented to be laughed at,
and yet in spite of all, had proved himself greater than all
his detractors-and scoffers. The times in which Ignatius
appeared wore pregnant with important facts to the histo-
rian. Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, to prove their
gratitude for the discoverios of Columbus and the Portu-
guese Vespuceia, which added not only vast territories but
immense sources of wealth to their possessions, covered the
inside of the roof of 8t. Mary Major, in Rome, with the first
gold they obtained from their newly-discovered possessions.

Ignatius, as a child, is doscribed as ‘ full of cleverness
and spirit; "’ as a man, his temperament was a mixture of
impatience, pride, and fire—he felt himself born to rule,
and eagerly gavo tokens of his prowess. His hair was long
and hung in easy grace upon his shoulders ; his complexion
was of an olive cast, and his mien full of majesty. 'Tho
qualities of external beauty and imperiousness which gave
him pre-eminence among Spanish nobles were the out-
growth of similar internal mental qualities. Whilst ho was
living to himself, and devoted to the simple development of
his prominent mental and physical charactoristics, he was
the pride of his kin and the onvied of his kind. But as he
moves along, and the gentle but all-persuasive spirit-voices
are heard in his soul, the great triumph of spirit over
matter is to be accomplished in his person. The more
beautiful his person, the more envied his position, and tho
moro admirod his deeds, whether on the field of battle or
in the city ; the more fierce the conflict of his inner spirit-
life with his external physical one. Fow mon had so great
a conflict to sustain as Ignatius beforoe the saint could sue-
ed the patrician soldier ; he was the favourite of his king,
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surrounded with every luxury his soul could desire, but his ardent
heroic feelings could find no pleasure in case. Ilis brothers had
distinguished themselves in military pursuits, he pined to display
his courage in a similar way. Through the influence of his relative
a Spanish grandee, Don Antonia Manricho, he was taught the use
of arms, and was considered well accomplished, and proved him-
self a valiant worthy soldier in his country’s service until his 29th
year. During his life as a soldier he displayed some of the
qualities which go to make up the character of a christian and a
warrior. He moved amidst the licentious camp, but guarded his
tongue against «ll oaths or indecent expletives ; he was ready to
resent an insult, but loved to make peace between opposing
parties Ilo displayed a deep carnest love for holy themes and
holy places. Afterwards, when the man of the world was subdued
and Christ was his all, this fervent love of the sacred was developed
into something more than mere sentiment, Ignatius, even whilst
he was far off from being a true christian, delighted in exalted
and refined pursuits; he never indulged in gambling and other
debasing vices of the kind.  For poetry he evinced taste,and gave
promise of skill in poetic composition. Out of all his poetic pro-
ductions only one, ¢ 8t. Peter,” was preserved. For drawing, too,
it is reeorded he had some taste, but all artistic pursuits had really
small pleasure for him. 'There was the bitter cup of remorse at
his lips, the grievous strife of his soul with sin.

Aninsurrection broke out in Castile ; the French threatened the
invasion of Pampeluna, a town near the castle of Loyola, on the
frontiers of Spain. Ignatius was delegated by his relative, who
was Viceroy of Navarre, to encourage the soldiers and assist an
older officer in command to defend the town whilst he himself went
for assistance from Castile. A terrible melee ensued, the French
demanded what Ignatius deemed servile terms, he would not sub-
mit but fought with a fierce courage rarely equalled. It was then
that a calamity overcame him which probably had the effect of
starting him on the career which distinguished him as a saint.
A cannon ball from the enemy wounded his left leg and broke his
right leg. With the fall of Ignatius fell the hopesof his comrades
—Pampeluna was surrendered. Ignatius was carried by the
French to their camp, treated with great kindness, and after a
little whilo allowed his liberty. Ile was carried to Loyola, and in
a marked manner honoured cven by those who had, before the
calamity which befell him, evinced themselves hard to treat with.

At the time when Luther appeared at the celebrated Diet of
Worms, Ignatiug was suffering intense physical pain with his legs
~—the one that was broken, by some unfortuitous circumstance was
bunglingly set, and had to be forcibly broken again—the protrac-
ted sufferings endured by him were such asjalmost to wear him out.
e became so weak that his medical attendants pronounced his
speedy demise certain, Ilis friends mourntully awaited his ex-
pected death ; on the eve of 8t. Petor and Paul the last sacrament
was administered to him. But the marvellous miracle of spirit-
aid was about to operate—the soldier was to be sunk in the saint
—the world was to lose the beautiful, spirited, refined noble, but
under a transformation of character he was still to live. We learn
that the subject of the young poet’s poem—the Apostle Peter—
presented himself beside the dying man's couch, and touched him,
and he was miraculously and instantaneously restored. All pain
was gone from the leg, sickness was abstracted from the body, and
Ignatius nrose like a new man.

We perceive still in this Spanish patrician, although his strong
will had been subdued by sickness and the marvel of bodily
relief had been given him by spirit-aid, that he held firm hold of
his ancient pride ; his leg which had been twice broken was de-
formed, and a bone protruded under the knee. This was a sad
defect to him, it marred the perfection of his form ; he could not
bear to know that his deformity would be observed, so he resolved
to have the bone sawed off. Te underwent the excruciating
process with a Spartan courage ; there was no outward evidences
of the inward pain of the operation; neither in his manner nor
bis features could be perceived the signs of what he suffered, or if
any the faintest shadow crossed his face for a moment and was
gone for ever. Another disappointment and more pain were in
store for him—his leg was discovered to be shorter in consequence
of the shrinking of some sinews, This was a terrible mortification
of his vanity, and to remedy this he submitted to have his leg
stretched in some machinery used for such purposes. For days
Le allowed himself to be tortured, bearing the torture with an im-
wmovable patience, but his vanity was not to be gratified—his leg
remained shortened.

Eager to find oxcitement whilst he was suffering with his leg, ho
asked for somo Spanish stories, but his attendants could not find wuny,
thoy therefore brought him a ¢ Life of Christ,” und somo lives of
saints. Ile read theso merely to make a virtuo of necegsity, having no
choice, but this was perhaps a divine ordination ; he grow to love the
works he read ; he read them often, and ever seemed to return to them
with delight. IIis thoughts more than ever dwelt on holy themes;
he prayed much, and vowed to devote himsclf to a future pilgrimage to
tho Holy Land.  'Whilst he was thus growing prayerful and repentang
ho was made conscious n socond fimoe of & spiritual manifestation. It
was his habit night after night to rise from his couch and prostrate
himsclf hofore an imago of the Virgin Mary which was in the apart-
mont.  On one occasion whilst he was prostrate before the image, a
deafening and awful sound was heard, “the palace of loyola was
shaken to its foundations, the windows of the room in which he knelt
were broken and the wall was rent.””  Here it appears to us the dis-
approbation of the Almighty was thus made known. Ignatins was
performing an act of image worship, he bowed the knee to an idol of
Stortl}(i instead of worshipping only God the Spirit, in spirit and in
truth.

A litile later on we tind this suffering repentant and Faith-attaining
man, in the midst of much temptation and trial, snrrounded with a
spiritual atmosphere, in which the Virgin Mary, holding Jesus in her
arms, uppeurc({ to him. Ilere ho found soul-satisfuction, and was
cnabled to look wpon the illumination with joy. Whilst ho gazed upon
that scenc ho was lost entircly to earth um{ tho things appertaining
thercto. 'T'he scene presented to him had cthereal charms, there wag
nothing of & low, selfish, sinful character, nothing to afitight or make
discord in the heart ; on the contrary, all was peace, beauty, spiritual
glory, and love, Igmnatius rose from his couch n changed mian ; ho was
no longer the proud-spirited Ignutins of the camp, he had beon spiritu~
ally preserved for holy purposes; his old caste snd aspirations fell
away, und he went forth to crucify his flesh that his soul, as he
believed, might thereby prove an acceptablo boon to God. We pass
over the mrgent solicitations of his brothers and friends for him to
return to his former lite, and wo follow him on the way of his pilgrim-
ago. Riding along the road to Montserrat he fell in with a Moor, who
in conversation blasphomed about the Virgin Mary ; Ignating was ex-
cited, somothing of his former nature returned to him, he resolved to
pursue the Moor, arguing in his mind whether or not it would not be
scrving his master by taking the lifo of such a wicked man. Iosing
the direction tho Moor had taken, Ignatius let the rein fall loose on
his horso’s nock, and allowed it to take the direction it pleased. The
horso lod its rider to o monastery, and he perceived the will of Heaven
opposed to him taking vengeance on the Moor.

We cannot go with tho saint and sanction to onr own reason all his
abandonmont of materinl comforts and nceossary aids. It scems to us
wicked to submit tho body to unnceessary torture, and to refuse the
tomperato uso of the world’s fruits, but Ignatius was imbued with dif-
feront ideas to us—he had made a vow of perpetual chastity, and wont
forth, being rich }'ot choosing poverty—hoing surrounded with friends
and admiring multitudes yot choosing a solitary, lonely pilgrimage.
Wo cannot, however, fairly weigh the character of this man without
we can realize fully the divine instrumentalities at work in his career.
Our objoct is to afford onr readers proof that spiritual agencics have
been mado marvollously manifest in his life.

At the monastery of Montserrat, Ignatius having bronght sandals, a
wallot, & canvass hag, and a pilgrim’s staff, resolves to commence his
pilgrimagoe to Jerusalom. o must now dispossess himself of his rieh
apparel, and cxtornally assumo the gnrb of a contrite pilgrim. o
carrios with him his stmple pilgrim’s” gnrb, and meeting @ poor man,
undressces and presonts him with his fino costly apparcl ; he then dons the
pilgrim’s sackcloth, and returns to the monastery. Whole hours are
past in prayor, until multitudes appronch to cclobrate tho Fenst of
Annunciation, then it is, fearing to be observed, that the saint, bare-
headed, with staft in hand, starts on his pilgrimage. On his way some
fow leaguos ho is overtaken by an officer of justice, who informs him
that a poor man has that morning been imprisoned for being found
with somo rich garmoents similar to those worn by Spanish nobles, and
that the man had protostod that tho garments were presonted to him
by a stranger who had dispossessed himself of them to roplace them by
u pilgrim’s dress.  Tgnatius shed tears as he confossed to tho officer
that the poor man's story was true. There wero signs in the saint’s
soft hair and in the glance of his speochful oye which betrayed his
origin to the officer, but all quostioning was vain, Ignatius would not
tell who he was, and went on his way to pay penanco with prayer and
fusting, long sufforing for tho sins of the past in order that he might
be fitted to save souls.

Apart from all idea of extravagant austere rule which, to our think-
ing, involves sacrifico and sufforing uncalled for, there is in tho solf-
abandonmont of body and soul the ever-presont yearning after holy
thoughts, and tho continual willingness to prove tho oneness of his
faith-—there is in all theso, clemonts of christian principlos which force
us to honour not the oxcosses but tho desires of thosaint. Wao should
not ovorl‘ook the f:act; that Ignatius was born at a timo when the
Roman (J?.tht_)hc Church was considered purcly sacred. It is true
f;uthor, Calvin, and others had begun thoir work, and the stream of
Protestantism wus expanding; yot this son of Loyola had not boen
modelled from tho mould of Luthor or Calvin’s croed. He was cradled
in the fmt!x of .hls fathors, and when ““The lives of the Saints” was in
his hand his faith was stimulated aftor the manner of tho saints.

) Seiurrvavnien is based on tho cardinal fact of spirit communion and
influx ; it is tho effort to discover all truth rolating to man’s spiritual
naturo, capacitios, relations, dutios, welfare, and destiny ; and its ap-
plication to a regonorato life.
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A SIGNIFICANT VISION.

.. The following description of a remarkable prophetic vision and
its literal verification, is from the pen of the able and esteemed
Editor of the Agitator, published at Wellsborough, Pa. (US.A))

In January, 1852, my wife being in indifferent health, went on
a visit to her mother in a neighbouring village. She took with
her our only child, a little girl of sixteen months, while I remained
at home, business detaining me. She was absent nearly two weeks,
during which time I occupied the house alone. One night, some
three or four days after her departure, I sat up till midnight,
busily engaged in writing. My sleeping room was a chamber at
the head of the stairs, the door of which was usually left ajar.
This night I retired somewhat fatigued with prolonged mental
labour, yet without inclination to sleep. I had been in bed but a
few moments, when I expericnced a singular sensation, in effect
Something like a warning fever chill, yet without chilliness. It
was as if something had touched every nerve of my body and

rain, causing a quick but painless vibration. Life seemed to
Withdraw from the body and to concentrate in the brain. I slept
{et did not sleep ; for sight and hearing became pleasurably acute.

seemed to be in the world and out of the world, inert, yet active.
I do not remember that I felt the least fear or surprise at these
:ensations. ‘If it be death,” I reasoned, *it is a pleasant thing
o die.”
My attention was attracted soon after by the sound of footsteps
upon the stairs. This I thought strange, since no living soul
eside myself occupied the house, and the doors were locked. The
bed faced the open door at the head of the stairs. It wasa dark
hight, yet I distinctly saw o person standing at the room door and
another person ascending the stairs. They Lore some object in
their hands and entered my room.

Fear slept, curiosity usurped its place, and I watched their
movements narrowly. They approached the bed noiselessly, but
Dot stealthily, and placing two chairs one at the head, and one
at the bottom of the bedside, placed thereon a coffin (adult size),
and, beside that another of much less dimensions. Curiosity still
held the rein, nnd I beheld the scene without other emotion, The
bearers placed themselves one at the head and one at the foot of
the bed. The former wore a dark veil falling from the top of the
head to about the waist, perfectly hiding the face. The one at
the foot seemed wrapt in a dim haze, dusky yot not gloomy.

At last I asked, **What does this mean P There was no reply.
I repeated the question. At this the veiled figure pointed to the
larger coffin, and said, “ Your wife!” and then pointing to the
smaller, * Your child!"

The words went to my heart like bolts of ice; and arousing all
my energies, I sprang to my feet, dripping with cold perspiration.

he paraphernalia of death—the mysterious visiters—all were
gone. he scene itself was ever present daguerreotyped
neffaceably upon my soul.

I sought to account for this visitation by hunting a superindu-
cing cause, I returned empty-handed. I could not remember
that even a shadow of suspicion that death was about to gather
mTy loved ones into the heavenly fold, had ever crossed my mind.
My wife was not in good health ; but this was referable to a close,
home life, barren of that exercise which imparts vigour to the
debilitated frame. I had grieved for it, not that I feared a fatal
Tesult, but that the capacity for enjoyment of life was thereby
diminished. Reason as I would, the presence was ever with mae.

feared ridicule, and confided in no ome; but kept the secret
locked in my heart of hearts.

 Inten days my wife returned. In two days more she fell
violently ill, and for several weeks lay at death’s door. She
?artia]ly recovered, however, and lingered till the 12th of May
ollowing, when she departed. Tho prophecy was being
fl;lﬁlled. I sat down hopeless and despairing, shunning the face
ot man.

Before I bad recovered from this terrible shock, my little one
fell ill, and died on the 25th of August—a little more than three
nonths after tho death of her mother.

The prophecy was fulfilled.—~Spiritual Telegraph and Fireside
Preacker.

Pre——

TESTS IN PROPHETSTOWN, ILLINOIS,

We have only room for the following extract from a letter of a
Correspondent writing from Prophetstown, Iilinois.

“ Before closing, I will say a word in regard to my mediumship.

rom the earliest period of my recollection, I have been subject
to spiritual influence, and manifestations {have occurred which
Were termed presentiments, premonitions, &c., &e. About three
Jears since, I was attending a circle as an idle spectator, when,
Tom gome cause unknown toJne, or the other persons composing

¢ circle, we wero all showered with water, and an influence
Accompanied it which we were unable to resist, much less to
ccount for. From that time until the present, however, I have
been gradually, but surely, unfolding into the heaven-born truths
spiritual communion.
** One or two tests, as to the identity of this influence may not

be amiss in closing this note.

“ A lady of my acquaintance was presented to my vision three
nights in succession, lying dead, with an infant by her side. I
was told the particulars of her death by the Spirit in attendance.
I informed my friends of my vision, and awaited the issue. The
third morning I received intelligence from the attending physician
that the vision, as related to my friends, was true in every
particular.

 Again on the morning of February 3, about 3 o’clock, I was
aroused by the touck of a Spirit hand upon my face, and the words
‘Fire! fire ! fire I' were spoken loud and distinet. Iimmediately
arose, and discovered a barrel (containing ashes) in the adjoining
yard on fire, and the wind blowing hard. Nothing but this timely
admonition could have saved my sister’s and my own house, they
being but a few feet apart, and but limited advantages to be had
from the use of water.

* Many tests of a real and substantial character might be
enumerated, and which have been witnessed by many people of
truth and veracity, and yet only think %ow many would 5ot belisve,
though one should rise from the dead !

It has been stated that a prophet hath no honour in his own
country, yet in my case, in regard to the tests before mentioned
the maxim does not hold good. It is a pleasant reflection to know
that you have done some good, and that there are those who can
appreciate your good acts and intentions. Yours, for the truth,

Joria A. SuMNER.

THE GIFT OF TONGUES.

Nothing is farther off from the christian expectation of our New
England communities, than the gift of tongues. So distant is
their practical habit from any belief in the possible occurrence,
that not even the question occurs to their thought. And yet,
a very near christian friend, intelligent in the highest degroe, and
perfectly reliable to me as my right hand, who was present at a
rather private, social gathering of christain disciples, assembled to
converse and pray together, as in reference to some of the higher
possibilities of christian sanctification, relates that after one of the
brethren had been speaking, in a strain of discouraging self-
accusation, another present shortly rose, with a straugely beaming
look, and, fixing his eye on the confessing brother, broke out in o
discourse of sounds, wholly unintelligible, though apparently a
true language, accompanying the utterances with a very strange
but peculiarly impressive gesture, such as he never made at any
other time ; coming finally to n kind of pause, aud commencing
again, as if at the same point, to go over in English, with exactly
the same gestures what Ead just been said. It appeared to be an
interpretation, and the matter of it was, a beautifully emphatic
utterance of the great principle of self-renunciation, by which the
desired victory over self is to be obtained. There had been no
conversation respecting gifts of any kind, and no reference to
their possibility, The instinct of prudence threw them on
observing a general silence, and it is a curious fact that the
public ot H-——have never, to this hour, been startled by so
much as a rumour of the gift of tongues, neither kas the name of
the speaker been associated with so much as & surmise of the real
or supposed fact, by which he would be, perhaps, unenviably
distinguished. It has scen a great trial to him, to submit
himselfto this demonstration ; which has recurred several times.
—Dr Dushnell's Nature and the Supernatural,

T——

THE WORK OF HUMANITY.

We work for the good of each othier,
And strengthen the weak and the frail ;
The lowliest man is our brother,
And over the wrong must prevail.

We stand not aside self-cxalted,
Crying—* I am moro holy than thou,”
But strive with a spirit fraternal
To banish the clouds from his brow.

We work for our brother who wanders
In darkness, in gloom and in wrong;
- We join with the angels to aid him,
And help his frail spirit along.

Oh, join with us, friends in the labour;
Let’s work in the cause while we may;

Each one doing good to his neighbour,
All cheerily working away,

*Twill lighten the sorrows that gather
Above and around you in gloom ;

Oh, work for the good of ecach other,
*Twill banish the fear of the tomb.

For ob, the immortals arc coming
To rend the dark veil from tho sky,
And mortals commune with the angels
Who live in the mansions on high.

MRS D, G. MENDENHALL.
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@Corvregponvence,

We do not hold vurselves responsible for the opinions of correspondents.)

SPIRITUALISM VERSUS ORTHODOXY.
To the Eprror of the Srinrrvar Trves.

S1r,—I fecl a lively interest in the success of your paper, which I
Lave taken in from its commencement, and ualso the Spirituel Maga-
zine. T must confess I have felt pained by the extremo opin-
ions advanced by some of your correspondents, as well as delighted and
instructed by thoso of others; but no contribution to your columns has
given mo 5o much pain as the production of A. G. 1 can respoct the
man who offers an opinion on & given subject as only an opinion, how-
over much it may stand out in opposition to my own views, but when
we have an assertion made in the tone and spirit of your corvespondent
A. (., in direct reference,and in opposition to the fundamental principles
of the Bible, which a very large portion of the population of this globe
believe to Lo dicinely suspired truth, and which 1 have believed as such
from the days of carly childhood, and which, in my providential posi-
tion, I have, in my ignorance and simplicity, again taught my children
(some of whom have now arrived at man’s estate) ; and I have cndea-
voured, so far, successfully, to implant my own views of what I have
hitherto believed to be revealed truths; 80 that, at present, thero is very
small hope of their leading unto tho high philosophy taught in tho
" school of A. . But what is the philosophy of A. G. ¥ If I read aright,
one part of it is to den the Bible, its character as a Divino Revelation.
Mark his words :—* \%hut is called revealed knowledge is no more in-
falliblo than any other, wherever it may purport to come from.” '_l‘l_wn
wo aro, I supposo, to receivo the above, not only as the mere opinion
of A. G, but as an indisputableand uncontrovertible truth. Among the very
many other points on which A. G. endcavours to enlighten us, I will
only notice tho following. He says tho *“Jews hud strange opinions,
and the inspiration of Jesus Christ and the Apostles was based upon
some of them. They prophesied of ¢ the sun being turned into dark-
ness,’ and ‘the moon into blood,” of the ¢ stars {alling from heaven,’
and ¢ the Ilcavens passing away with a great noise, and ‘the
cloments melting with fervent heat,’ and whole heaps of such
like nonsenso, all founded on tho Jowish fables, Now, tho
science of this day precludes all that kind of romance, and wo look for
o prophet now to speak senso.””  To which, in the language attributed
to one of thas® old Jewish prophets, I cmphatically cxclaim,
“ Qh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come
before his prosonce”’—yes, I would williuily dovoto half of the ver
small leisure time I haveat command to sit humbly at his fect to drin
my fill of sound, sterling sense, though I fear, at present, that Ishall not
be able to vote for the election of your correspondent A. G. to fill the
prophetic chair, notwithstanding he bids high for it, because I am a
quaint fellow, that cannot throw my old books, and our old Book, in
particular, aside. Nor can I allow any ruthless hand to cast them into
oblivion without an attempt to save them from such a fate, for I love
and vencrato them for the happiness, one of them, in particular, minis-
tored to me when wusting sickness for months confined me to my tent,
and brought me to the portals of the spirit-world when far away from
all that [ hold dear in life. Never were old Books more precious,
Yes, I read with unspeakublo joy the (nonsensical) ix}spirutions of
Jesus Christ, who spake as never man spake, and also of tho Apostles.
And I cannot but think * the nonsense, founded,” according to A. G.,
on * Jewish fables,”’ first-class trash, and a * kind of romance " very
delightful to read. I earnestly hope that the good old Book may be
universally read, and its deep philosophy understood and felt by the
entire human race, A. G. included ; and the more it is fully understood,
the wider, I believe, will bo the spread of Spiritualism ; but if Spiritu-
alists are to bo led by this new philosophy propounded by A. G, the
Biblo will scon be regarded by them as a book of fables, Christ and his
glorious mission great delusions, and He an arch-hypocerite. Shall that
climax come ? Asa zealous Spiritualist, in all forvour of spirit, I ex-
claim  God forbid!” I believe the office of Spiritualism has higher
and nobler aims than that. Spiritualism has nothing to fear. 'The
spirits of the mighty dead, the hosts of great and good men whose
works for the truth will never perish while tho Knglish tongue
is spoken, forbid it;lyes, and the plain, outspoken Christian champions
for the truth of Spiritualism, whose works are now before the world
and their authors, to defend them from mistaken friends within
the fold, and mistaken friends and foes without—forbid it. The other
strong points of objection, which I have not time or the ability to
handlo us tho case noeds, I hopo othors of our friends will endeavour
to treat in sucho way as, 1 think, the caso imperatively demands.

I mix largely in society both roligious and secular, and I have been
so far fortunate in being able to introduce the subject of Spiritualism
among the various shades of bolief held by the members of Methodist,
Baptist, Independont, and the Estublishod Churches, and T am happy
to say that the manifestations witnessed by numbers of thoso frionds at
our own private séances have been dolightfully intercsting and satis-
factory, and in only throe instances have I met with unfavourable
viows: one fricnd thought the whole affair blasphemy, the other two
thought it Satan himself.

I lf’ave folt it both my duty, and best caleulated to serve our causo,
to deal mildly and kindly with those friends who could not see with me.
We havo a poweiful barrier in_the prejudice of carly cducation and
other causes to contend with,  Wo may urge the truth with all kind-
ness, yot without the sacrifice of principle, or independence of thought.
Wo have had commercinl travellers, gentlemen connectod with tho
press, local preachors, class leaders, a lm'ly of position, a membor of
the Established Church, besides many privato membors of the different

churches, and I ask in all candour, can I present to such persons a
paper containing such a letter ag the ono under consideration by A, G 7
I know you arc not responsiblo for the opinions of your corrcspondents,
but can such lottors be introduced without greatly damaging our
causo ? And again, is it fair to make your journal the vehicle of
spreading the special and peculiar opinions of Spiritualists apart from
Spiritualism ? T think not.

Yours respectfully, J. Al

[Desirous to give fair play to all, we open our columns for the free
and full expression of the opinions of correspondents, but we do not
see with the writor of the above, how he can question our right of
giving space to the ¢ special views of Spiritualists apart from Spiritu-
alism.” If wo close out A. G. on J. A.s principle, we must, to be con-
sistent, cxclude J. A. as well.  But is it not better to allow the free
expression of honest opinion on all sides? Woe find Spiritualism none
tho less true because men differ. If A, G, has a one-sided view, so has
J. A.; we inscrt letters from both, ourselves differing from both.
Had we an idea we wero infallible, we should readily act the part
of a Pope, and admit only our own views ; then both A. G. and J. A.
would never speak through the columns of the Spiritual Times.—Eb.]

SUPPRES SED LETTER ON SPIRITUALILSM.

Somo yoars ago (in 1837), the Times] newspaper obliged its
rcaders and ihe public with gome jocose remarks, in one
of its leaders, on the subject of Spiritualism. With tho charac-
teristic fairness ot that notorious ¢ leader of public opinion,” any roply
or defence of the subject ridiculod was sure to be suppressed. Among
many leiters sent was the following, which may still be
thought of sufficient interest for publication. Sinec it was written,
and it is given unaltered, many interesting additions to the manifesta-
tions have resulted, yet what was then true, still remains true, and
thereforo should be placed on record. T wrote the letter but the next
day, and sent if with my name and address, but tho powerful gentle-
men who preside in Printing ITouso Square, and who could talk of tho
most awful of cortaintios —the future life—with flippancy, suggesting
the employment of spirit-power for the purpose of fetching hats and
cancs from tho passage, tolling the future price of consols, &e., con-
signed my letter to tho  Balaam box,” and, no doubt, ultimately, to
the waste paper dealer. I trust that my fellow Spiritualists will see
that I have ondeavoured to be both calm and impartial,

Kexnern R, H. MACKENZIE,

Chiswick, August 11th, 1864,

Siw,—Your leador of Tuesday, May 5th, upon the subject of what
is denominated Spiritualism, 13 opportune, and likely to submit
to public opinion tho nature of the facts, or presumed facts of the
subjoet. As your journal is the index of that public opinion, I vonture
to ask for a little space in ordor to make a few observations in con-
nection with the matter.

You have stated, among other things that Spiritualism has not been
dovelo{)ed into any new forms. Your error thereupon, is rather owing
to the limited published mattor upon the subject than to any oversight
on the part of yourself in reading tho Yorkshire pamphlet in question.
{The Yorkshire Spiritual Telegraph.] 'There aro many forms of Spirit-

ntercourse, not new, indeed, hecause, in point of time, older than such

forms recordod in the pagoes of the little periodical you have criticised,
but which would bo considered now wero they as extonsively kuown as
tho later and fur loss dignified forms of tapping and table-turning.

Refraining to descend into minuteness, the chief additional forms
are :—

1. Spirit-writing—by which Spirits write, or are presumed to write,
through the hands of cortain individuals, without their volition being
exorcised. . .

2. Tranco-speaking—Dby which Spirits speak through media, in a stato
similar to, but not identical with that of elairvoyance. '

3. Spirit-improssion—~by which persons in their normal condition,
write without premeditation, word for word, what is dictated to them
by an intelligence presumodly not their own.

4. Spirit-vision—in a normal condition, either without any inter-
mediate means and directly into the atmosphere, as apparitions have
been stated to be visible, or by certain other means, which I shall
presontly submit to your notice. . .

You say justly that Spiritualism ¢ has been digested into a scionce,
with its ferms, its nomonclature, its inductions, and its rules.” You
might have gone further, and said that it had its parties and its guestions
s well. Like all movements having any vitality in them, Spiritualism
is subjocted to the attrition of party, and the ultimate elimination of
certain principlos in which all coincide, 1'hequotations you have given
in your leador are, no doubt, the bost you find in the Yorkshire paper,
but they are not in any ,Wa{' to he compared to those things which are
unpuablished, and most likely will ko continue. I do not think that
you infor rightly that that little paper is tho organ of Spiritunlism. 1t
is known to but fow, comparatively speaking, of the class who study
tho subject, and souicthing better than this is required for the proper
exponency of the facts.

ou conclude with o challengo that tho manifestations of Spirit-
power should be applied to purposes of practical utility—such as, the
foresooing of the price of the funds three months hence—naming the
winnor of the next Derby-—ascortaining the military operations of Gon-
oral Outram, or the particulars of the last massacre porpotrated by
tho order of the barbarian, Yrm.

Passing over the doubtful advantagoe to tho community, of foresecing
the operations of the Stock Exchange, or tho Raco course compromises,
I am afraid that your challenge will not be accepted, not becanso, the
things which you desire to be done are fmpossible, hut because tho
porsons who have convinced thomsclves, by expericnce, that Spirits
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can and do communicate with mortals, seck from them knowledge of
a far different and more elevated nature.

Tmpossible these things are not, for the present writer is awaro that
seven times out of eight, a clairvoyant has forctold the name of the
winner of the Derby correctly, and that without a forcknowledge even
of the names of the horses who were about to run.  Impossible they
arc not, for it is an historical fact that Count Cagliostro did foretell,
by certain arithmetical tables obtained from Spirits, the numbers of the
lottery at Rome. Impossible they are not, for it is also known that, by
¢loirvoyance and other modes, the fato of Sir John Franklin and the
place of his death were offered to be communicated to the Admiralty,
but declined as soon as the proposed means were made known to that
Department. : ]

1 cite those few instances, not in any way as a proof that they will
necessurily bo offered again, but merely to show that what you desire
as a test of the occult sciences is already recorded. .

There is another reason, perhaps more powerful still, that spirits
of a high order prohibit the use of knowledge so obtained, especially in
the first two instances. I wish rather to add a few words upon the
subject you have reviewed, particularly with reference to one of the
last known forms of spirit-intercourse to which I have alluded above.

At page 466 of the translation of Baron Reichenbach’s ¢ Odic Expe-
riments,” edited by Dr Ashburner, you will find, t_hat in some persons,
in the proportion of about onc in a thousand, a curious faculty is found
—viz., that on their inspecting a glass, or a round vessel of water, or a
round or oblong piece of rock crystal, it becomes to them clouded, and
the imagos of little figures and places present themsclves to the eye.
There sometimes are the likenesses of individuals who can be recog-
nized, sometimes, scenes wal known to the seer, somctimes, and most
frequently, scenes, distinct indeed, but unknown, and not to be identi-
fied, and last, sometimos professedly spiritual. Similar visions arc ob-
tained in mirrors cxpressly used for the purpose, and I may here men-
tion one communication made to me by a Spirit, respeeting Spiritu-
alism, which I extract from my diary, in the words given by him :—

“ (Sunday, March 8th, 1857.) It seems very desirable that Spirit-
ualism should be placed before men in its true light, and made simple

" and easily to be understood by them, and yet showing the importance
it has in connection with themselves.”

And in another place, ho says:

“There is a time approaching that would be most favourable for a
lecture on Spiritualism to bo given, and it must be shown in ifs true
light, not as magic; not as workings in the dark, but as something
natural, closely allied to tho inscrutable works of Providenco that ave
contained in man’s own being; that it is simple as it is beautiful, and
will bear any amount of investigation, only appearing brightor and
clearer the more thought and the more intellect is brought to bear
upon it.”

}Mnny persons would dony tho fict ab origune, others set it down as
an oplical delusion, and very few would consider this faculty of vision
worthy of scientific investigation. If the mcre truth of the appearances
be discoverod, and credible witnesses, upon whose unsupported testi-
timony a fellow-creature would be convicted and punished, are to be
found in plenty, I would respectfully crave leave to draw the attention
of scientific men thercto, that the reason may be ascertained. If it be
a fact similar to our many, at present, unexplained wonders of science,
there must be a scientific cause for it ; if it bo a hallucination, it is
equally worthy of study, as furnishing, perchance, some kay to the
hidden mysteries of cercbral disorder and incipient insanity.

If it be neither, let it also be investigated, in order that the public
generally may be made aware of its truc nature, and the reason why it
appears amongst us, accepted alike by the educated, and scientifically
inductive mind, and the intuitive perception of the less well instructed
classes of our population. ) L

I have ventured to draw your attention to this faculty of vision, in-
asmuch ag it scems to bo nearer the domaing of optical science, than
other modes of what is called Spirit-intercourse; and also, as it is tho
least known portion of thoso occult phenomena. . .

1 am ready, if neeessary, to give any further information, and if any
adequate scientific solution be possible, I shall be glad to receive it,
but, until then, my common senso tells me I must remain, Sir,

Yours obediently, A SeirrruanisT.

DR NEWTON’S DEPARTURE.

We vegret much to inform our readers that Dr Nowton has,
according to_information received, set sail on his retwrn voyage to
America. We are very sure this announcement will cause astonish-
ment to numecrous persons not acquainted with spiritualistic pheno-
mena, whilst to Spiritualists it must cause very deep disappointment.
Dr Newton at first decided on staying a woek in London. o then
said he should only make a two days' stay. We endeavoured to
prevail on him to remain amongst us at least long enough to cnable
proper arrangements to be made for the securing of a hall and ad-
vertising particulars. Mo said he was impressed to go home, that he
regarded tho present visit us o preliminary one, that ho should return
with his lady on a futurc occasion, and then he should be prepared to
make a long stay., 'These arc all the facts we know about the Doctor’s
movements since our last.  Several friends have written to us desiving
an interview with him. One friend suggests we should write a
short biographical sketch of him and detail the principal cures effected
by him, This we would willingly do had the Doctor romained with
us multiplying cures in England. 'We write, not doubting the
reported cures performed by him in America, but consider the purpose
of Spiritualism would not now be_bencfited by sxmpli detailing what
has taken place 3000 miles over the sea. We had hoped weckly to
have reported cases of healing which we or our friends conld attest.

SPIRITUALISM IN AUSTRALTA.
LETTER IV,
On wvarious theories and hypotheses inveited to account for the
phenomena of Spiritualisin.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “EMPIRE."”

Sir,—Dr Rogers, of Boston, in his Philosophy of Mysterious Agents'
Hunan and Mundane, and Mr Travers Oldficld, in his” o Datmoniox,
respectively adopt a theory of very formidable pretonsions, which they
support by a varied arrangement of facts, and by most cluborate and
recondite arguments, Thoy supposc that brain can act with or
without mind, and that by acting in one way it evolves one class of the
spiritual manifestations, and by acting in another way, it produces tho
other class. They assume that the brain ecan act automatically, and
ask their readors to add to this automatic action of the brain the power
of rapping and tipping at a distance, in order to account for one claxs
of spiritual phenomena, Dr Kernor, they allege, states that Mrs
Frederick Hauffe, when in the magnetic sleep, could rap at a distance,
producing a soft distinct sound ; and Dr Binns mentions a gentloman
who, in a dream, ‘*‘pushed against a door in a distant house, so that
those in the room were scarce ablo to vesist the pressure.” I cansupply
an additional and an analagous fact. A gentleman residing in Wollon-
gong assures mo that he was once washing his hands outside the door
of his father’s kitchen, when he saw, or thought that he saw, his step-
mother approach, as if she meant to go into the kitchen, He drew back
a little to get out of her way, and she passed him and did go into the
kitchen. He perceived that she held a shoe and a stocking in her hand.
As there was no egress from the kitchen but by the door, and as she
did not como out of tho kitchen, his curiosity became excited and he
went into the kitchen to look for her but she was not there, This ox-
cited him still more, and then he ran into the house where he
found her asleep in bed. His father was awake, and assured him that
his stepmother had not risen from her bed on that evening. When
awakened, she declared that she had dreamt that she went into the
kitchen for the purpose of doing something there, and that she thought
in her dream, that she had a shoo and stocking in her hand. The
author of this story assures me thatit actually occurred exactly as I
have narrated it. When he first saw the-phantom, he says that he folt
in nowise excited,becausc he took the appearance to bo his stepmother;
but that when he found she did not come out of the kitchen, and was
not in it, his curiosity became oxcited, and hence he went into his father's
bodroom to satisfy his doubts. If tho story be recoived as authontie,
it affords an éxample of mind acting without brain, and may thereforce
be useful to the advocates of Dr Rogers’ theory.

In order to account for another class of tho mmiféimti:on\s,gtheﬂa. )

writers assume that two human brains, placed at a great distance from
cach other, may becomo filmily meshed together by odylic, threads, so
as to form a double cerebral unit ; the impressions of the stronger brain
being communicated to and through the weaker. Thus, o brain situa-
ted in England can be placed en rapporté with a brain in Ausiralia,
and can telegraph impressions across the globe, imparting information
to and through the medium, which neither the medium nor any one in
the circlo could otherwise have any knowledge of.  In this way events
oceurring in distant places may bo accurateiy described, and sontonces
be spelled out, partly by the automatic action of the brain of the mo-
dium, and partly by the antomatic agency of some co-efficient brain in
a distant place. The hypothesis can be extended to past events by
supposingé them to have loft ‘a permanent impression on the all-per-
vading odylic medium. By this theory, all communications received
}hrough writing, tipping rapping, and speaking mediums are accounted
or.

It scems strange that such a subtle thinker as Dr Rogers should noé
have perceived that tho foundation of his hypothesis is incapable ot
proof. 'That automatic cerebral action, in the ordinary acceptation of
of that term, does occur ; may be admitted but that automatic cerebral
action, in the sense in which that action is necessary to Dr Rogers’
hypothesis, ever does occur, cannot be admitted without proof. What
proof of tho fact canbe offered P Those who observo a printer set type,
or a musician perform on an instrument, cannot see the conscicusnoss
of either the printer or the musician, and, consequently, cannot tell
whether volition guides their muscles or not. The required proof
must, therefore, be sought in tho testimony of those who are supposed
to act automatically. But they affirm that, although they do not
think much about what they do, they, nevertheless, do think a little
about it, Ibave spoken to several printers on the subject, and they
agsuro moe that whilst composing type they are not wholly uncounscious
of their actions. They think, and, indeed, arc obliged to think more
or less on the copy placed before them, and hence their performances
are not purely automatic. Nor are the performances of musicians
purely automatic. A larghetto or andante, or cantabile movemeont,
embracing diminuendo and croscendo passages ad libitum, cannot be
properly executed by a purely automatic player. The soul of the
artist must preside over and direct every part of the performance.
Besides, to supposo that a printer or & musician can give evidence as to
the fact of his brain having acted antomatieally, is to suppose a con-
tradiction ; namely, that he was not conscious of porforming certain
actions, and yet was conscious that ho was not conscious of porforming
them. If ho was conscious of what ho was doing his actions were not
purely automatic ; and if he was not conscious of what he was doing,
then ltm cannot possibly remember whether his actions were automatic
or not.

As the fundamental postulato in this theory does not admit of proof,
the theory must consequently be valueloss

Nor have the authors of the theory satisfactorily establishcd the
fact that the human brain has the power of rapping at a distance.
The facts mentioned by them aro too few to be of much service. Per-
haps, if we knew all ‘the circumstances connccted with these facts,
they would admit of being oxplained in some other way.



{Saturday, Auguat 20, 1864,

We cannot be certain that Mrs Hauffe actually rapped on a distant
body, nor can we be surcthat the gentleman mentioned by Dr Binns
pushed a distant door open inhis drcam, 'We want conclusive evidence,
s to tho certainty of these facts, before we can feel ourselves warrant-
od to build a theory on them,

Tho assumption that truthful communications respecting contingent
events can bo rapped out antomatically is extravagant, and bordors on
absurdity.  For these reasons the hypothesis of cercbral automatic
action is inadmissible.

Tho hypothesis of automatic mental action must share the same fate.
On this hypothesis we can account for most of the phenomena which
oceur in themind and body of the medium, but not for those which
oceur in connection with inanimate substances outside of the mediwn’s
influence. The vaps, and the moving of inanimate bodics, as tests of
power, though ridiculed and langhed at by the learned fools of tho day
constitute the most conclusive part of tho evidence of spiritualism,

Spiritual phenomena are attributed by many to tho agency of elec~
tricity. Nearly all those who adopt this hypothesis are ignorant of
the elementary facts and principles of electric science. Tho clectricity
generated by the chemical processes of the animal economy is generally
in too low a state of tension to pass through the dry skin ofthe hand,
and hence it conld never be imparted to a table by the merc imposition
of hands on tho surface of that table. Granting that it could pass from
the hunds of persons scated round a table to the table, it could not bo
retained thero a moment, but would infallibly and inevitably escape,
just as it would do trom any other uninsulated body. The carpet on
which tho table stands, and the varnish on the surface of the table,
would not produce insulation sufficient to cffcet tho retention of clec-
tricity. Even supposing theso difficulties overcome, the amount of

-clectricity required to produce many of the wonders of spiritdom, would

excecd the producing power of all the electric machines in the world.
"The most powerful machines can only generate an attractive force,
sufficient to attract light bodies. T'en thousand square feet of coated
glass, nay, ten thousand acres of clectrificd cloud charged with a light
ning bolt, sufficiently powerful to rend the proudest oak into fragmeonts
would not, by attracive force alone, raiso a table ten pounds weight
through one inch of space.  We have the proof of this assertion, in tho
fuct that thunder clouds of vast area, charged with clectriciy in its most
intense state, pass across the heavens repeatedly and yet do not per-
ceptibly attract cven the lightest bodies on thesurface of the carth. 1If
a tablo could be charged with electricity, that forco would become
equally diffused over all parts of the charged bedy, in accordance with
tho well-known laws of electric distribution, and consequently all parts
of the table would,in proportion to distance,exort an inductive influonce
on all surrounding bodies, and would develope in them an equal
tendency to attract the table, and to bo attracted by it ; so that, as a
result, tho tuble would remain at rest. If, indeed, any body should
chance to prove more attractive than another, it would be tho carth;
but this would'tend to pull the table down rather than raise it up.
Nor could electricity Hroducc the sounds called ““ spirit raps,” except by
passing from onc conductor to another through an interposcd electric,
such as the air; the transit, of course, being accompanicd by the cvolu-
tion of sparks and flashes of light. Finally, if it were possible to ac-
cumulate electricity in such large quantity as this hypothesis requires
it would be dangerous for any animal organism to be in tho apartmont
where the terrible accumulation had been stored.  All theso objectiony
apply with still greater force to the assumption that thermoelectric, or
voltaic currents, are the causes of tho raps. In fact, thero is not tho
slightest analogy between spirit manifestations and the ordinary phen-
omena included in the domain of electric scienco.  Any one who doubts
this assertion can casily satisfy himself by attending a circle, and using
a gold leaf eloctrosope. Spirits may uso eleetricity for their purpose,
but electricity under the dominion of its own lawsy, is quite unable to
produce spiritual phcnomena. . .

Automatic action, expectant attention, dominant ideas, and pre-
conscious thought have respectively enjoyed the reputation of produc-
ing spiritual phenomena. It ig ditticult to understand tho preciscidons
which these terms aro meant to express. It is moro thun probable
that many persons employ such terms in argument without clearly un-
derstunding their meaning.  Spirit writing has been attributed to thoe
action of preconscious thought combined with automaticaction. I pre-
sume that those who advocate this theory suppose that the mind is
tirst intensely active; that it then becomes comparatively quicscent;
and that, in that quiescent state, it influences the muscles of the hand,
and causes them to write out an answor to any question that may have
boen proposed for solution. It is quite possible that phenomena arising
from this cause may be mixcd up with the phonomena of spirit writing.
Granting the truth of the hypothesis, therefore, for argument’s sake
it follows that the hand of t{e mediumn can never write out any ideas
that have not existed previonsly or preconsciously in the mind. Tow
misevatly this hypothesis fails to account forthe communications which
are Twude through writing media, I ncod not stay to detormino,
Granting it t0 Votruo, it will only serve to account for a fow pheno-
mena which i..  sccasionally mixed up with the real phenomena of
Spiritualism.

Automutic action, in tho sense in which the word is gencrally em-
ployed, is that action of tho muscles which results from previous train-
ing, and which is accompanicd with but a very ﬁux}Q consciousness of
volition. 'The muscles of the hand employe«l i writing perform their
vifice automatically ; so do the muscles of the legs in walking 5 so do
the muscles of thoe larynx in singing. A violinist stops t}}o notes on
hLis instrument automatically ; printers set type automatically ; and
tradesmen generally work at their respectivo avocations vory much in
the samo sort of way.  But, in the name oflogic and philosophy, what
light do these facts throw upon Spiritualism ?- or what possiblo con-
nection can thero be between tho automatic action of tho human
muscles, and the production of raps on a table, or on the walls of an
apartment ?

Expectant attention and dominant ideas aro played off as trump
cards, by some of ourphilosophers. The argnments urged under these
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heads are shallow, and so foreign to tho real question at issue, that I
shall not do more in this place than merely allude to them. Some
people, not over-burdenod with intellect, assure us, that the raps and
cracks which Spiritualists say they hear, whilst attending seances, are
merely sounds produced by disruptions occurring in the glue of the
furniture of tho apartment, owing to barometric and hygrometric
changes in the atmosphere. This is the most stupid hypothesis of all.
If ndmitted, it would lead to consequences of the most astounding char-
actor, A very slight stretch of thought will suffice to substantiate these
assertions.

The intervals between soundsor eracks produced in wood, by changes
in tho woather, or by any other physical cause, must be either equal
or unequal. Thero 18 no escape from this conclusion. Suppose that
they arc equal ; supposo that each intorval extends over five minutes ;
and suppose that the intervals between the sounds of the lotters, as
uttered by tho person who calls over the alphabet, are exactly half the
duration of the other set of intervals, that is to say, two and a half
minutes each. With intorvals so arranged, the fivst rap will bo ob-
tained at C, and the second at C, and so on for ever., Let the length
of the intervals bo changed in any way whatever, and the relation of
onc set of intorvals to the other set be varied over so much, provided
the pulses of each sct be always of tho same length, the only effect
of chango will bo the removal of tho rap from the letter C to some
other lottor. With cqual beats botween the two scts of sounds, we
should never get more than ono letter rapped at. But tho raps
froquently apell out long communications, comprising many sentences,
and, thovefore, the intorvals Lutween the raps that denote these
lotters cannot possibly be equal.

Now let us look at the other side of the hypothesis. Suppose that
the intervals between the sounds are uncqual, and that they vary
from enach other as much as possible, how can we account for the mar-
vellous fact that words, and sentences, and paragraphs, and bouks, are
slowly spelled out by means of these gounds ?  Let any one go into an
upholsterer’s shop, during the prevalence of o hot wind, and try if he
cun get even a single word spelled out by means of the cracks in the
furniture. In short, the hypothesis is an absurdity of the grossest and
most ridiculous character.  We might as well belicve that a case of
type, flung at random into the air, would descend on the imposing
stone in the form of an cpic poemn, or arranged into a treatise on
fluxions, as believe that arbitrary sounds, produced by purely physical
causes, could possibly indicate intelligible responsecs to the questions of
intelligent beings.

Audible illuston is another stronghold of sceptics. The sensc of vision
has often been deceived ; therefore, the senses of those who attest
spiritual phenomena give deceptive evidence, and the attestors aro con-
scquently deluded.  In short, we are not to belicve our own cyes and
eurs, when they attest the existence of sights and sounds which are
novel to the experience of others ; but, on the contrary, are bound to
regard these sights and sounds as subjectivo, hallucinatory, and phan-
tasmal. Should the sights have been seen, or the sounds have been
heard by fifty people at the same time, the whole of the witnesses may
have been under the influence cither of spectral, or of audible 1llusion,
and, consequently, their testimony is valucless.  Very well ! Beit as
the advocates of this theory wish. Let us apply and extend the prin-
ciple of their hypothesis in our next letter.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, S

F. 8.

Wollongong, May 19th, 1862,

UNPERCEIVED AGLNTS.

Speaking of the thousands of unseen agents and intluences that
surround and meet us at every moment in life,the *“ N. Y. Chron-
icle” says :

“ Lot the reader sum up the influences that meet in the room
where he sits with our paper in his hand, There in that room is
first, the atmospheric air, with its oxygen, azote, carbon, hydrogen,

_and various gasses. There ig the light, with its green, yellow, scar-
let, violet, and various component elements. There is gravitation

connecting that room with every orb of immensity,one cord of which
binds it to the sun, another to the moon, another to the planets
and satellites, and others still to the most distant stars which
twinkle on the mantle of night. Theso cords of influence, meet-
ing and twining into a complicated network, now pervade the vory
space where the reader poruses this article, thus connecting him,
by invisiblo ties, to the wholo frame-work of nature. There, be-
sides, is electricity, magnetism, galvanigm, and how many more
agonts wo know not. An olectrical machine would reveal elec-
tricity ; n magnetic needlo magnotism ; and n galvanic battery gal-
vanism. Yet none of theso powerful agonts around you make you
gensible of their presenco, except as you learn the fact by the dis-
coveries of scicnce. In the same room your mind exists, with its
world of interests and sympathies, and the minds perhaps of your
family and fricnds. Iach one has in this same space, the passions,
hopes, fears, loves, hatreds, aspirations, revulsions, and all the ele-
ments of distinet organic and spiritual life, Still the mind of cach
one is & sanctuary upon which the others cannot obtrude, except
go far as ho shall admit them to share the socrets of his bosom. Each
one i also destined to an immortality of life; so that in this yoom
whero you are reading, are beings whose hopes grasp the infinite

l(‘;uclli!:’ies of a life to come, and connect them with the throne of
od.
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THE MEDIUMS.
ORIGINAL SPIRITUAL TALE.

BY J. II. POWELL.

AN

CHAPTER XIV.—(Continued.)

Mr Humphrey felt puzzled ; what could be the intention
of the spirits ? did they wish to deceive him and his mother-
in-law ? or were the conditions still unfavourable? Te
took the pencil again and the words were written-—

Draw the blind—uwe are preparing for manifestations,

Mr Humphrey went to the window and darkened the
room again.

Mrs Peerless again took the pencil,—her hand trembled,
and, to her surprise, some peculinr characters appeared on
the paper. A gleam of satisfaction shot across the coun-
tenance of Mr Humphrey. ¢ Now, write something I can
read, please,” said Mrs Pecrless, .she felt her hand forcibly
moved, and when it was still again she read :—

Dear Mother, it is I, your Emaly. I am delighted to com-
mune with you; tell Father he must not be so sceptical ; spirits
are none the less about him because he does not see them with his
physical eyes. 1 am kappy, and want you to look to Jesus. Sit
often, and I will come to you, dear mother, do not be alarmed, no
harm can happen. I shall be near you in your lonely moments.
God bless you.

¢ Amen,” said Mrs Peerless, while tears ran down her
cheeks. ¢ Be comforted, mother, you have now found a
lost daughter, even as I have found a lost wife.” Mr
Humphrey’s words came from his heart, and almost
brought tears to his oyes. Mrs Deerless realised fully the
truth of his words—it is true she had not seen her daugh-
ter’s spirit, and had only the visible writing before her—
but she had other evidences. There came to her such a
halo of blessing, such an impression of divino joy that she
felt certain the communications were genuine. The two sat
together some time in silence, Mr Humphrey, full of delight
at the additional proof afforded of the truth of spirit-power
in tho lady, and Mrs Peerless too much engrossed with the
marvellous realities of spirit-presence to allow her tongue
to disturb the solemn stillness of her motherly reflections.
These moments were indeed precious to the mother. She
had been taught in the popular theological schools to look
for no re-union of embodied spirit to disembodied spirit.
Although she admitted the occasional re-appearances of the
dead—she did not reconcile any idea of spiritual recognition
and delight in such a way as they were now manifest to her.
Her daughter Emily whom, she had deemed dead, was in
reality living,that is her spirit,which was the immortal part of
her. The consolatory reflection was with her that even
here, in this ¢ vale of tears,” therc was a chance of spiritual
intercourse with her who had “ gone before.”

¢ Perhaps wo shall obtain some further facts; let us try,”
and Mr Humphroy sat in a waiting mood, while Mxs Peer-
less followed his example.

“ Had you not better hold a pencil and paper, mother ¢’
he began, anxious for something of a more marked charac-
ter than had as yet been seen. Mrs Peerless did as he
desired. Only a few seconds, and then her hand was moved.
It was evident the characters forming on the paper wore
not writing; her hand was guided in various directions.
« What can they be doing, Charles? I declare my pencil is
quite beyond my control, making some incongruous_marks,
I wonder what it will all turn out, I wish so I could
understand it. Shall T forcibly stop 2’ ’

“ Not by any means, let the spirits finish before you look
at the paper.”’

She allowed her hand to be moved automatically for about
ten minutes, still it was moving. Her patience was much
taxed ; still, owing to tho prossure of Mr Humphrey’s in-
fluenco, she did not exercise the least resistance.

#Well, mother,” said Mr Humphrey, as he advanced
to tho window to let in the light, ¢“gsee what they have
done.”

Mrs Peerless exclaimed in an instant, with her eyes
flashing with animation, ‘I declare, Charles, here is an
exquisite rose; how very wonderful. Peerless will have
something to explain if he settles this matter on imagination
or psychology.”

Charles was not long before he took the drawing to the
light, and examined it with all the interest of a connoisseur.

It is a most perfect resemblance of tho actual flower.”

“ How very extraordinary,” exclaimed the lady, still full
of wonder at tho fact; ‘“can you understand how spirits
operate to produce such marvels ?"

“T must confess, good mother, I cannot. All T am
satisficd about at present, is the fact that such things are
produced ; the exact medus operand:i 1 am uttorly ignorant of.”

“ How very strange to bo sure; I wonder what spirit
could influence my hand to sketch that rose ¥’

“Let us ask,” said My Humphrey, advancing once more
to the table. e took a pencil, and holding it in readiness
on a piece of paper, sail—¢ Please inform us of the name
of the spirit who drew the rose ¥’ The reply came.

Agatha Josephine.

Murs Peerless started. “Agatha Josephino!” she echoed
—* ghe was my old and most valued school mate, but it is
now many years since I have even thought of hor.”

“But could she draw when she was at school, do you
remember I

“Qh, yes, she had a natural genius for drawing and
painting, and now I recollect she was always fond of
slketching small objects such as flowers.”

“The riddle is unravelled ; your old schoolfellow, like
your daughter, is with you at times. Here is a discovery ;
you need no longer be solitary, you can treasure the secrots
of your medium-gift, and devote hours to the production of
drawings. Do you not feel proud now, good mother, that
I came to test your mediumship ?”’

“T must confess now I know that Agatha Josephine
comes to me and draws through my hand, I feel loss terror
at the idea of spirit-intercourse than I did. T am now
doubly convinced I held actual intercourse with Emily.
‘What marvels are dawning upon us? Do you know 1
think some new dispensation of God’s power is about to
come out of theso phenomena ; but how very difficult must
your task be, Charles, if you persist in entering upon your
missionary work.”

“Well, well, you know I am a resolute man, and owe’
perhaps most of my success in lifo to that fact. 1 never
undertake a task without determining on success. IfI do
not succeed it shall not bo for lack cither of courage or
perseverance. Depend upon it, there’s success in store for
me, or I should not have been favoured with the spirit
injunctions urging me to plead the cause of Spiritualism.”

Mrs Peerless admired the enthusiasm and noble deter-
mination of her son-in-law, but she feared his health and
happiness would be sorely taxed in the conflict with popular
prejudices. -But there was no use in wasting words, she
knew him too well not to know his word was enough in the
matter. The world was before him, the bottle must be
fought; all she could do was to sympathise with him, aud
pray for his success.

As for Mr Humphrey he had that day received new facts
for his mission ; he was only the more elated. o decided
at once to waste no more time, but would the next day
discuss to himself what he should do first and where go.

When he reached home he found Margaret there;
she had just retwrned from London. After her master
was fairly rested the girl wasin his presence.

«“'Well, Margaret, you have seen your brother ¥’ said
Mr Humphrey kindly, with curiosity in his tone.

“Yos sir, I got to London just in time to save him from
jail,” she replied, the tears almost starting into her eyes,
and her cheeks reddening.

“Come, tell me all about him; don’t be afraid, I may
be of serviee both to yourself and him. What has he heen
doing

(O, sir, I am ashamed to say, for he’s my brother.”

(To bo continued in our next.)

F178 AND INDIGESTION.—A Sure Cure for these distressing complaints
is now made known in a Treatise on Foreign and Native IHerbal Prepara-
tions, published by Dr O, PHELPS BROWN. The prescription was fur-
nished him in such a providential manner that he cannot conscientionsly re-
fuso to make it known, as it has cured everybody who has used it, never
having failed in a single case. It is equally sure in cases of Yits, as of
Dyspepsia, and the ingredients may be obtained of any Herbalist. Sent to
all on rece;pt of 4 stamps to pre-pay postage, &e. This work of 48 Svo pages
beautifully illustrated, also treats on Consumption, Bronchitis, Asthma,
Liver Complaints, General Debility, and gives the best known Herbal Reme-
dies for their positive and permanent cure, Address Dr O, PurLes
Browy, 4, King Street, Covent Garden, London.—[ADVT.]
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Health in Nature,—a Practical Treatise, show-
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on,
Ho ha: taken rooms at 72, Albany-street, Iegent’s Purk (London).
where he will oxamine and prescribe by spirit-aid for diseaso of ody und
mind ; will delinente character when persons are present or by letter, as im-
pressions are givon him ; will sketch the spocial capacities of young per-
sons,
At home from 12 to 3 p.m, daily (Sundays excepted), Ilomeo Fee, Ilalf-
a-Guinea,

J. M. Spear, of America, will welcome calls

to Lecture or hold conversations upon Spiritualisim, inor nesr Lon-
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