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BITTER DROPS FROM A WRUNG ' 
HEART.

BY TULLY' VERNON/“

My path i*  dark, ami I tread it alone1!
Ths friends arc gone from the old hearth-stone ; 
The hopes of my boyhood like vaport are lied, 
And my young dream of life is vanishs'd and dead. 
Those clustering joys that gladden’d my life, 
Arc scattsr’d ami ^ons*  ’uiid ths*  soul-killing strife ; 
No comfort remains for tlie wanderer’s soul, 
But dark shadow*  o’sr him uaesatingly roll.

Alone on ths wave-on the ocean of life, 
Alone in ths*  battle,Warrh’t sickening strife;
Alone nm I fated to cleave my dark way, 
Vnchcer’d by Hope’s transient, enlivening ray ;

. While storms, dark and lowering, hn.ig over my path, 
No refuge appears from their fury and wrath ;
I,ike  a leaf on the billow, my frail bark is driven 
’Till it ride out the storm, or by tempests it riven.

My path it dark, and I tread it alone, 
No day-star of hope kindly bsckont me on, 
No mem’ries of past hours invite me to stay, 
No hopes of the future impel me away. 
Still onward 1 fly on the wingt of the wind, 
And life and itt battles are falling behind ; •
But what reckt the mad world the wnndcrer’t fate, 
Or what rce.ks the w,\nd’rer itt love or ito hate!

[For the Spiritual Age.]
• LINES .

Suggested by n loving nnd much loved spivit’s plaintive 
utterance thro’ a paitially drvelopod medium—“Oh that 
they could believe I was .vo near them, and was so grieved 
that I could not communicate more convincingly ?’

O thou, to truly lovinf, 
Still o’er thy dear ones hovering, 

Heading their thoughts to full ofVad twe< t memories 
Df thee, knowing bow fondly their ren;imbranco stories 

/Thy every act and word, ’till tet w ilh If 'e’t pure glories
Ssems thy past being— .

And a? in summer hours
, Of fruits and fragrant flow•era,
Thou toest them standing in ths*  old familiar place, 
Wondering if thou still canst see ft beauty and a gracc • 
In tho opening buds and roses that to loving enlaee 

Eurth’s fading bowert?

And ’midst the wititsr’t snow,
- As they gather in the glow

Of the warm hearth, and the vacant chair there noting, 
The touched toul silent cristh, “Oh, it there no returning 
Will the never more to the call of our heart’s yearning 

Come to ut, here bslow'?”

How doth thy toul respond, 
And lo^i{f to break the bond 

That to enelrelet them, and the thick veil withdraw ; 
That they, with holy joy, not with a shivering awe, 
Might feel and know ’twat thc^r own smile they taw, 

* And never more detpond.

llut know that thou art there, 
In the tame twest summer air,

’ Or gliding near thy scat bv the hsarth-ttonc fre: 
That thy home it raised to a sphere above, higher 
In life and love, unto which their own soult may aspire, 

And reach, e’en while’ here.

’ And love’s messages may go
With the ul’a thought, to and fro,

Or by moved lip or fngcr its constant care sxprstt, 
That thine otrn spirits’ form may be mediums of address 
At the will of that dear one, whose wisdom will, no lets 

Thau its lore, guide the ^ow.

But no—it may not be, • (.
And thy gris’ved soul doth see

Their fearful hearts cannot rsceivs’ thy tokens given. 
Holding such messages are for faith’s tnust.too vngucand 

broken,
So will they never answering greet thee, ’till In Heaven ' 

Their spirits too are free. . E. C.

There is on the route of the Overland Mail, ' 
about two hundred and eighty miles east of 
El Paso, a spring said to be a hundred and: 
fitfy feet in diameter, which has been sound- 
d to the depth of eight thousand feet without1 

finding bottom. The surface is smooth os ' 
that of a mountain lake. It is slightly <im- 
prsgaatsd with alkali, and contains five va­
rieties of fish. It 'is called Leon Hole.

Among the side shows 'at Concord muster 
was “a grand panorama of the Holy Land, 
Mrs. Sickles, and numerous other domestic 
scenes.” . _

[From the N. Y. Pally Timers.]

ANEW JERIAL SHIP.

»

composition, the sicretof which rests with Mr. 
Lowe. Three or four coatings are applied, in 
order to prevent leakage of gas. Mr. Lowe 
is daity^engaged in the personal superinten- 

' dence of tbe process of manufacture. We
found him yesterday bard at work in an open 
field, assiduously testing the progress of cer­
tain gallons of a villsaously-sn•elllag com­
pound, which boiled furiously at a tempera­
ture of COO degrees. '

The netting which surrounds the envelope 
is a stout cord, manufactured from flax, ex­
pressly for the purpose. Its aggregate strength 
is equal to a resistance of 100 tons ; each cord 
being capable of sustaining a weight of four or 
five hundred pounds.

, The basket which is to be suspended immedi­
ately below the balloon is made of rattan, is 
20 feet in circumference, and 4 feet deep'. 
form is circular, and it is surrounded by 
vass. This car will carry tbe aeronauts. 
warmed by a lime-stove, an invention of
0. A. Gager, by whom it was presented to Mr. 
Lowe. A lime-stove is a new feature in air­
voyages. It is claimed that it will furnish 
heat without fire, and it is intended for a 
warming apparatus only. The strive js 1 1-2 
feet high and 2 ■ feet square. Mr. Lowe states 
that he is so well convinced of thu utility of 
this contrivance that ho conceives it to be pos­
sible to ascend to a region where water will 
freeze, and yet keep himself from freezing.— 
This ia to be tested. .

Dropping below the basket is a metallic life­
boat, in which is placed an Ericsson engine. 
Capt. Ericsson's invention is therefore to bo 

. tried in mid-air. Its particular purpose is the 
control of a propeller, rigged upon the princi­
ple cf the screw, by which it is proposed to ob­
tain a regulating power. The application of 
the mechanical power is ingeniously devised: 
The propeller is fixed in the 'bow of the life­
boat, projecting at an angle of about 45 degrees.' 
From a wheel at the extremity, twenty fans 
radiate. Each of tlu-se funsjt 6 feet in length, 
widening gradually from the point of contact 
with the screw to tbe extremity, where the 
width of each is 1 1-2 feet. Mr. Lowe claims 
that by the application of these mechanical 
contrivances, his air-ship can be readily raised 
or lowered, to seek different currents of air; 
that they will give him ample steerage-way, 
and that they will prevent til? rotary motion of 
the machine. In applying the principle of the 
fan, he does not claim any new discovery, but 
sin.ply a practical development of the theory 
advanced by other aeronauts, partially ' reduced 
to practice by CHARLE.S GrE.ENiS, the celebra­
ted English aeronaut, Mr. Lowe, contends 
that the application of machinery to aerial 
navigation has been long enough mere theo­
ry. He proposes to reduce the theory to 
practice, and see what will como of it. , It is 
estimated that the raising and lowering pow?r 
of the machinery will be equal to a weight of 
300 pounds j the fans being so adjusted as to 
admit of very rapid motion upward or down­
ward. As the loss of three .or fourpounds on­
ly, is sufficient to enable a • balloon to; rise rap­
idly/ and as the escape of a very small portion 
of tbe gas suffices' to reduce its altitude Mr. 
Lowe regards this systematic regulator quite 
sufficient to enable him to control his move­
ments, and' to 'keep at any altitude he desires. 
It is his intention Jo ascend to a bight of three 
or four miles at tbe sttirr;' but this altitude 
will not be permanently sustained. He.pre. 
fers, he 'says, to keep within a respectable dis­
tance of rnundanji things, where "he can see 
folks.” It is 'to be hoped his machinery 'will 
perform all that he anticipates from it. It iB a 
novel affair' throughout, and a variety of new^ 
applications remain to be tested. : Mr. Lowe, 
expressing ' the utmost confidence in.all the ap­
pointments of his apparatus, ' asjured:UB,'"that 

he would certainly go; and, as certainly, would

An experiment in scientific ballooning, 
greater than has yet been undertaken, is about 
to be tried in this city. The project of cros- 
ing the Atlantic Ocean with an Air-ship, long 
talked of but never accomplished, has taken 
a shape so definite that the apparatus it al­
ready prepared and the rcronaut ready to un­
dertake his task. Whether successful or not, 
the enterprise merits mention from its magni­
tude, and the energy and fertility of resource 
displayed in its prosecution.

The work has been conducted quietly, in the 
immediate vicinity of New York, since the 
opening of Spring. The new Air-ship, which 
has been christened the City of AcwEmV, 
is so nearly completed, that but few essen­
tials of detail are wanting to enable tbe pro­
jectors to bring it visibly before the public.

The rsronaut in charge is Mr. T. S. C. Lows, 
a New Hampshire man, who has made 
thirty-six balloon ascensions. Ilis last public 
appearance was at Portland, during this 
year’s celebration of tbe Fourth of July.— 
Since that time, he has given his undivided at- 
tentioIwte the perfection of the air-ship design­
ed for bis trans-Atlantic voyage, and hat de­
vised various improvements in its construc­
tion, by which lie claims to have overcome the 
more serious impediments to .nrial navigation.

The dimensions of the 'ity of New York 
so far exceed those' of any ’balloon previously 
constructed, that its huge envelope is now un­
dergoing the final process of oiling, in an open 
piece of grass-land, four or five .miles distant 
from the city. Ths profane have not yet been 
admitted to’the knowledge of the mystery which'' 
surrounds the mighty heap of cloth and cord, 
and tbs' jealous sye of a faithful watchman has 
kept at bay the inquisitive stranger. As re­
markable events are prepared most carefully 
in tbs dark, so Mr. Lowe liaB reserved the sur­
prise of this biggest of balloons until tbe last 
moment, when the immensity of its measure­
ments can be palpably distinguished. Briefly, 
for so laige a subject, tbe following are tbe di- 
mentiont : 
Greatest diamstsr—fest 
Transverse diameter—fsst 
Height from valve to boat—fset 
Weight, with, outfit—tons •
Lifting power (aggregats)—tons 
Capacity of gas envelope—eubie ft.

Tbe City of New York, therefore, ia nearly 
five times larger than the largest balloon svsr 
before built. Its form is that of tbe usual per­
pendicular gas-receiver, with basket and life­
boat attached. Tbe introduction of valuable 
improvementSr'nowever, leads ' to the conviction 
that its general arrangement it greatly superi­
or. Mechanical power is to be applied; the 
icronautic party will keep the cold away from 
their marrow by tbe use of a lims-stove ; a new 
arrangement of revolving fans hat been de­
vised j and tbe material of which the envelope 
is composed it covered with a peculiar varnish 
the invention of Mr. Lo^oi.

Six thousand yards of twilled cloth have 
been utsd in the construction of the envelope. 
Reduced to fset, the actual measurement of 
this material is 04,000 fset—or nearly eleven 
miles. Seventeen of Wheeler & Wilton’s sew­
ing machines have bssn ' employed to eoaaset 
the pieces, and tbe upper extremity of the en­
velope, intended to receive tbs gas-valve, is' 
of triple thickness, strengthened with heavy 
brown linen, and sewed in triple ssams. The 
pressure being greatest at this-point, extraord­
inary power of resistance it requisite, Jt.it as­
serted that one hundred women, .sewing con­
stantly for two years, could not have accom­
plished this work, which moaturss by miles. - 
The material is stout, and the stitching stout 
er; •

The varnish applied to this 'envelope is a 

Tts 
can- 
Tt is 
Mr.

130
104
350

31-2
22 1-2 

725,000

go into the ocean or deliver a copy oi
Times in London on the following Wednesday. 
Hs> proposes to effect a landing in England or 
France, and will take a course north of east. A 
due easterly course would land him in Spain j 
but to that course he objects. Hhe hopes to 
make the trip from tliis City to London in 48 
hours; certainly in 04 hours. Hs> scouts the 
idea of danger, goes about hit preparations 
deliberately, and promises himself a good time 
as the upper currents, setting duejrnst, will not 
permit his return by tho tame route, he pro­
poses to pack up the City of New York and 
take the first steamer for home.

The air-ship will carry weight. Its cubical' 
contents of 726,000 feet of gas suffices to lift 
a weight of 22 1-2 tons. V it’i outfit com­
plete its own weight will bs 3 1-2 tone. With 
this weight 1!) tons of lifting power remain, 
and there is accordingly room for nt many 
passengers sb will care to take the venture. 
We understand, however, the company it lim­
ited to eight or ten. Mr. Lowe provides tand 
for ballast, regards his chancet of, salvation at 
exceedingly favorable, placet implicit faith in 
the strength of bit netting, the power of bit 
machinery, and tbe bouyancy of his life-boat, 
and altogether considers himself secure from 
the 'hazard of disaster. If he accomplish his 
voyage in safety, be will havo done ' more'than 
any air navigator hat yet ventured to’ under-^ 
take.' If hs .fail, ths> enterprise sinks the 'Snug 
sum of $20,000. Wealthy men, who are hit 
backers, sharing his own enthusiasm, declare 
failure impossible, and invite' a patient public 
to wait and see.

Tbe precise time for tbe ascension has not 
been fixed. ' The ship it so near complslion 
that tho event will not probably be delayed 
beyond three or four weeks. Proper notice pf 
the time and place will bs given.

The Two Misers.—A miser living in Ku­
fa had heard that in Bassora also there ' dwelt 
a miser, mors miserly than' himself, to whom 
hs might go to school, and from whom ho might 
learn much. He forthwith journeyed thith­
er; and pressnted'himBelf to the master as a ' 
humble commencer in the art of avarice, 
anxious to learn, and under him to beoomo a ' 
student.

“Welcome!” said the miser of Bassora: 
wo will straight go into the'markst to make 
some purchases.”

They went to tho Baker. ■
“Hast thou good bread ?”
“Good, indeed, my masters; and fresh and 

soft as butter.”
“Mark this fr’isad,” said the man of Bas­

sora 'to tho one of Kufa; “butter is com­
pared with 'bread as being the better of ths 
two; as wo oan only consume a email quan­
tity of 'that, it will also 'be the cheaper; and 
we ' shall thersfors aot more wiisely,'qnd 
more savingly, too, in being satisfied' ’ with 
butter.”. ' ■ i '

They ' went to the butter-merchant, • and 
asked if hq had ' good butter.

“Good; indeed, and fluuiroiiy' and fresh ' as. 
tho finest olive oil,” was tho ' answer. '

“Mark Mb, also,” said' the hosf -to hia 
guess; ‘'oil is ' compared ' ifaitU/the very btst 
butter, and, therefore, by much 'ought to'be ' 
preferred to the latter, i “

They ' next went to tho oil-vernier..
“Have,you good' oil T' .' ,

“The very best quality ' ; white ahd . trans­
parent at water,” yiap the reply. ' ; .

“Mark that, too,” said the miste ■ ' of Bjb- 
tora-'to tbs one. of Kufa;. ‘‘by. thia xulu water 
*s very best. ' Now, at home I have a pail-

ind most hospitably there'’' „ - ....
tertain you.” ■

And, indeed, on their return, nothing but 
water did he ptace before his guest; because' 
they had_ learned that water was . better ■ than 
oil, oit better than 'butter, 'butter .better than 
bread. ■

“God bo praised!" said the miser of Ku- 

fu, “I have not journeyed this long' distance 
in vain.”

Where . We Live.—Every man ought 
to have a placo in which to live. 'This 
proposition implies that many do not have 
such a place.. And .how true it is that 
thousands of men and women instead of 
living any wherej>nly. ' stay. Instead of 

making for 'themselves a ' home, adapt them­
selves to a stopping placo. It is a great 
mistake. People should ■ never board be­
cause they feel too poor to keep 'house.— 
We would rather put our feet under a deal 
table and eat hog and, homminy from a 
cracked earthen dish, and feol 'that it ' was 
all our own, Jban to stay at . the best board­
ing-house in tho 'State. No' man can be in- . 
dependent enough 'to do what he says,.say 
what he thinks, apdthink what ho pleases, 
who has no hpjne.. Mark that down.

There is goqd logic in tjo Frenchman’s 
reply to his ' tenant, who complained that 
he was too poqr to pay his rent. Said 
Johnny Crapeau: “By gar, von a 'man tco 
poor to pay his rent he ought t<#wn him 
a house!”

Many a man mny, little by little, get to 
himself a homestead, of whioh no misfor­
tune in business can deprive him ;' which 
our homestead law protects to 'him ■ and his 
family . from ill hungry . crediton^ and 
where ho cun fsol that his. family may al­
ways ■ have a shelter, no 'matter what ,be- 
dlls him. ’ , .

.When once a homestead is 'secured, the 
next thing is to beautify it. W’e .have ’ 
read of ' a famous artist, who declared . that ' 
“ho could always determine a man’s taste 
and morals by the pictures hanging upon 
his walls.’’ When a byslander asked 'him: 
••Whut of a man wh<? has no pictures ?” 
The ready answer was • ; “He has neither 
taste nor morals.”.

Cover the walls ; no matter how cheap­
ly—-but ' cover them tastefully, even 'if it 
be. with' cheap but well selected wall pa­
per, and cheap . engravings. By all meanB, 
let ' the eyes' rest upon' something' that 
pleases ' your individual, taste every, time 
they 'are opened withhu'.yaur dwelling.

Geological Aoe oF the Diamond.—The 
discovery 'of diamonds in Russia, far from 
the 1 tropioal 'region, has exoited muolh inter­
est among geologists. In' the detritus, on ' - 
,ho bank t’of;-thfe Adolftkoi, no lesrlhan for- 

;ty 'diamonds have been found - in th6 gold' al» 
Iqvuum only twenty:feet'above -the , stratum 
in .which the -remaiqpAf imammoths' nnd rhi- 
Ihdotnrosefare founds) iJHentceHnmboldt . has i 
oodaluded that .the - foAAfUaon of-g^ol^- .veins,; 
.»nd oouBequentU.of) dunpqytkui ip, ¡twpqra. 
lively .ofreoeqt date,:aDd8qaioely »qtepor. . ; 
to the; de&triif tton.' of ■ . the. vjanjiuoJhs. / . Sjr .... 
itaW&MuwWWp and. -Mr. - have,,.
beep led to the 8aJne.ro^qlu»ipn by 'iffarent ..; 
argument?.
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PART I.

(Continued.)
CHAPTER VIII.
THE EXPLANATION.

Almost four weeks had passed sinc^the 
spirit>>PConrad had left us. All this time 
1 had been an invalid at the cottage, with 
madame von Wieser and - her daughter for 
my sole companions. I had written to my 
uncle Ferdinand, earnestly entreating him 
to come to me, but my letter still remained 
unanswered.

As before stated, I had been unsocial in 
my intercourse with the students, making no 
intimate friends, except with Conrad. This 
circumstance, coupled with the close seclu­
sion of madame von Wieser, had effectual- 
ly'kept away visitors to the cottage, from 
the University. Save the kind-hearted old 
doctor, (whom £ had discovered to be none 
other than Christopher Martin Herder, 
a younger brother of the distinguished poet, 
John Godfrey von Herder, and christened in 
honor of the celebrated ' Wieland,) not a 
person had called during the time - which had 
elapsed after the burial of Conrad.

I had so far reoovered that for several 
days I had been able to leave my room, and 
slit at the table - with madame von Wieser 
and her daughter. Under the skillful treat­
ment of Dr. Herder, aided by a robust con­
stitution, my wounds h#d rapidly healed, 
and with the exception of my wrist, I was 

, now fully recovered. Madame von Wieser 
and her daughter treated me with uniform 
kindness, carefully and thoughtfully provid­
ing for every 'comfort; yet there had never 
been any interchange of thought between us, 
beyond common courtesy, and what was ne­
cessary in supplying my wants.

It was the evening of the day before the 
examination at tbe University. We were 
seated in the Bnug little parlor, Minnie at 
the piano, practising upon one of the late 
compositions of Beethoven, which had been 
received during - the day. Hor mother sat 
near the window, gazing - out upon the gath­
ering shades of night, and watching the 
stars as one by one they came twinkling 
forth. I was at the table mechanically turn­
ing the leaves of a book, vainly searching 
for something,. Iknew not what.

I ' was sufficiently recovered to leave the 
cottage, and as I was A attend the examin­
ation the next day, there was no reason why 
I should return to continue my residence.

By tacit consent no allusion had been 
i made to the mournful past or hopeless fu­
ture. The explanation which Conrad had 
charged his mother to make to me, had nev­
er been made, and I now felt that in order 
for me to fulfill the trust of my dying friend, 
a better understanding should be had be­
tween us. But how to introduce the sub- 
jeot without wounding afresh the torn and 
lacerated feelings of my hostess, was a prob­
lem whioh I had striven in vain to solve.

. At last I resolved to call the attention of 
madame von Wieser to the subjeot by wri­
ting her a brief note. There was no paper 
upon the table, but remembering to have 
seen what appeared to be the -baok of a let­
ter in the book I had held for the - last . hour, 
.1 opened the leaves until I found -it. What 
I had supposed to - be the baok of a letter) 
proved to be a letter itself, bearing date a fow 
days previous. I had no intention of read­
ing it, yet one glaqoe so riveted my eyes to 
the paper - that I could not withdraw them 
until I knew tho whole oontents.

It was from - an Attorney, notifying mad­
: ame von Wieser that un^es she removed 
-flom the cottage prior -to the first Deoem- 
t ber, proximo, Bhe would be ejected -by foro!

What could it mean T Conrad - had - never 
been oommutoiortive to me - in referenoo to 

this-mother and sister, yet I had a - distinct 
recollection of his ' having informed' me that 
the former was owner of the cottage. In 

i

rrtpcoting our embarrassments, because I 
feared to disturb the quiet of your mind, so 
necessary for your recovery. But the time 
has oome when I need both your advice and 
assistance, and with the counsel of the pby- 
sioian, I had resolved to communicate all to 
you, as soon as the examination at the Uni­
versity had passed. He is extremely anx­
ious that you should attend the -examination 
and contend for the prize, and we thought it 
best that your mind Bhould not be distracted 
by any new source of anxiety, until after 
commencement day! For these reasons, 
and these only, have I forborne making allu­
sions to many circumsta^oes - which it is ne­
cessary you should know.”

“But my dear madame,” I rejoined, “the 
impatience of my nature is such, that a com­
munication in part made, or the substance 
thereof hinted at, creates an anxiety in my 
mind, worse to bo borne than a full detail of 
the facts. Suoh is my pre^^^t condition, 
after what you have unwillingly admitted, 
and I now implore you, out of regard for 
my own peace of mind, to explain the nature 
of your present embarrassments.”

Thus entreated, madamo von Wieser brief­
ly Btated-that upon the conviction of her 
husband, and the confiscation of his proper­
ty, before the abdication of Franois II. of 
the title of “emperor of Germany,” she had 
inherited a small estate in her own right, 
whioh had not been disturbed. This she 
had converted into money, and having re­
moved from the scenes of her great afflic­
tions, sho purchased the cotitage where the 
reader has already been introduced, and hav­
ing invested the remainder of her money 
with her banker, by the most rigid economy 
had been enabled to support her family and 
continue Conrad at the University upon the 
interest.

“But recently,” she continued, “I have 
learned that our title to the cottage was 
w^^thlese, and to crown our misfortunes, tho 
banker to whom I had intrusted our money, 
has fled from Germany leaving us penniless. 
Anxious that my son should complete his 
collego course before burdening his mind 
with fresh troubles, 1 oarefully concealed 
from him our helpless condition, until the 
day—the day—”

Her voice failed her, and turning aside 
she wept in silence. 'After a brief pause, 
she resumed,

“The rightful owner of the cottage, so it 
now appears, had leased it for a term of 
years to the man of whom I purchased, and 
the time having expired on the first of Oc­
tober, he demanded possession, I immedi­
ately instituted enquiries—what I should 
have done before purchasing—and to my 
bitter disappointment, learned that his title 
to the cottage was valid. I then wrote, im­
ploring a few weeks time in whioh to secure 
another home. This was coldly and grudg­
ingly granted. Since then several letters 
have passed between us, until at length I re­
ceived one from his Attorney, notifying me 
that -unless I gave up my possession of tho 
cottage by the first of December, I should 
be ejected by foroe. You now understand' 
it all, and why I must leave this dear place.”

I could scarcely restrain my impaticnc 
while she was speaking, and at the con­
clusion I replied in an excited tone,

“Yes, and I now understand why you 
shall not leave tho cottage, if money can 
purchase it! How muc^ does the cold­
blooded scoundrel demand for this little 
paradise which he iB unworthy to possess ?” 

‘•Gently, gently,” replied my hostess, 
“th6re is no occasion for unkind feelings 
or hard words. The cottage is his prop­
erty, and therefore he had a right to de­
mand its posession. The price at which I 
purchased it was three thousand thalers, 
but he now demands just twice that sum.''

Without waiting to hear mere, I imme­
diately drew a check upon my banker for 
ten thousand thalers, in favor of»madame 
von Wieser, and handing it to her, re­
quested that she should at once employ 
an Attorney to see that the writings were 
properly executed, and obtain a deed of 
the cottage in her own name without de­
lay.

At first she declined accepting a check 
for so large an amount, but finding that 
her refusal was causing me great pain, she 
received it without more ado.

my efforts to solve this mystery, of why the 
poor widow should be foroibly ejected from 
her own house, I remembered that she - had 
been more gloomy - and reserved for a ' few - 
days past, than usual. Had not this letter 
something to do with it? I resolved that I 
would ascertain. .

Closing the book and returning it to the 
table, I placed -my chair beside madamd von 
Wieser, and commenced a conversation 
about the “beautiful evening,” “the weath­
er,” and other topios most foreign to the one 
1 was anxious to introduce.

She replied to my observations in mono­
syllables. Her mind was absorbed in some­
thing else, and I soon perceived that - she 
scarcely heeded my remarks.

At length I despaired of introducing the 
subject indirectly, and resolved to come at 
onoe to the point.

“Madame,” I said, “do you intend mak. 
ing this place your permanent residence ?”

She turned her mild, melancholy eyes full 
Upon mo, and I was pained as I discovered 
the traocs of tears.

“I think not,” she answered sadly.
“You will remain through the winter ?” 

I said interrogatively.
“No, I must removtffrom here within two 

weeks.”
“So soon! But to what place ?”
“Alas, I know not!”
“Within two weeks, and no place provid­

ed!”
“The Lord will provide for his children.”
“But why do you leave this beautiful oot- 

tage ? Are you not contented here ?” 
, “I should be contented with any place 
whioh afforded a shelter for myself and 
ohild.”

“Then why not remain here ?"
“Because the owner wants it himself.”
“Does it not belong to you ?''
“I thought so once, but I was mistaken.”
‘-My dear madame,” I said, kindly, but 

earnestly, “this is no time for reserve. I 
would not ask for your confidence if I could, 
serve you without it. Everything which I 
have, even to my life, I have promised hea­
ven shall be devoted to secure as far aB pos­
sible the happiness of yourself and daugh­
ter ; and even these I consider but a poor 
atonement for the suffering I have caused 
you. Now I entreat—I implore you to oast 
aside this reserve, which has been a parti­
tion wall between us. I have but one aim 
—one ambition in life, and this is to make 
the lives of the mother and sister of my 
poor friend as peaceful and happy as it is 
the lot of earth to enjey.”

This was the first time an allusion had 
been made to Conrad, even indirectly, since 
his burial. And although we had not wept 
in the presence of each other, yet our hearts 
had ever been full of tears. But as I con­
cluded, there was a simultaneous burst of 
grief. t

Thus it ever is in life. We bury some 
dear one, who has grown into our affections, 
and twined around the tendrils of the heart, 
until the separation Beems like tearing away 
a part of our existenoe. But time Bion 
heals the wound—we mingle in the busy 
scenes which surround us, and to all outward 
appearance the heavy sorrow is forgotten.— 
But let an allusion be made to the loved 
and lost, and quiok as an electrio shock, the 
eyes overflow with tears. We may laugh, 
and appear - the happiest of the happy, but 
hid away from mortal eye, within the inmost 
reoesses of the-heart, there lies that secret 
sorrow whioh time can never annihilate. It 
lives there, making us better and purer in 
life, and finally, at the dissolution of body 
and spirit, it is converted into joy, upon re­
joining the spirit of our beloved.

Silen'tly flowed our tears for a few mo­
ments, each endeavoring to swallow down 
the great -sobiitiin^oame welling - up from a 

bereaved and stricken heart. Then turning 
towards me, the dew of grief still sparkling 
in her -eyes, madame von Wieser replied,

“Baron von Wyd6rf, I fully appreciate 
the worthy- motive whioh - aotuates you, and 
if I have seemed cold' and reserved in my 
demeanor, you must not impute it to a laok 
of confidence. Save the kind doctor, whom 
misfortuhes have recently, reduced to pover­
ty, you are the only pefion on earth to whom 
I oan appeal in my present need. I have 
hitherto remained silent in your - presence,

God's laws, nor deny the certainty of their 
operation, hec'ause wo discover a failure at 
the immediate cause, but should always 
search for the more remote. But these 
joints can be more appropriately discuss­
ed hereafter. . .

This little incident, trifling as it was, 
lifted a-great burden of oppression from 
my mind. I rejoiced in my heart that the 
mother and sister of my lost friend were 
needy and destitute, btcause it afforded ' 
me an opportunity for relieving them. ( 

Minnie ceased playing when I opened 
the conversation with her mother, and had 
been a silent but interested listener to all 
that had passed. When she became as­
sured that they were not to be driven from 
the cottage, her liquid blue eyes looked 
tho thanks which her lips did not utter.

I - had observed Minnie- very closely du­
ring my stay at the cottage, and found . 
her even more than Conrad had recom­
mended. She was a pure, angelic being, 
with scarce enough of earth in her nature 
,to.detain her in this wicked world.

She was now in her twentieth year, yet 
as simple and unaffected as when a child 
in her mother's arms. She had never min­
gled in society, and was ignorant of the 
snares which beset the feet of youth. Ev­
ery feeling—every emotion of her heart 
was purity and goodness. Sho never 
could become depraved, however hopeless 
her condition—however great the tempta-, 
tion. - •

With her other attractions, Minnie was 
beautiful. But hers was a beauty of the 
rarest mould. Not tho beauty of a belle 
—nor a languishing beauty—nor an im­
becile beauty—nor a cold, intellectual 
beauty. Hers was a warm, spiritualjbeau- 
ty, strengthened by an intellect of the 
highest order. there was nothing in her 
nature that needed refinement—not an ex­
pression of her countenance that needed 
polishing.— She - was the most perfect spe­
cimen of living, breathing mortality—as­
suming- v^rtuajMid'gooeness as a standard 
—that I have ever seen upon earth. Ma­
ny such may be annually sent for a brief 
sojourn here, but the strong spirit soon 
breaks away from the weak mortality.— 
And if Minnie still lingered beyond her 
apparently allotted time, it must have 
been out of love for her sorrowing mother. 
I solemnly believe that mortal life has been 
prolonged for months, and even years, 
sustained only by a pure and unselfish 
love. • »

Such was Minnie. Upon the night in 
question, after bestowing upon me such a 
look of gratitude as recompensed more 
than a thousand fold, for what had been 
to me but a trifling service, sho approach­
ed her mother, and twining her arms 
about her neck, wept tears of joy and 
thanksgiving.

After the various emotions, excited by 
this scene, had subsided, there was less 
reserve between us than had heretofore 
marked our intercourse,and at a later hour 
than usual, I retired, in the enjoyment of 
a tranquility of mind not experienced 
since the fatal meeting in the grove. I 
had discovered and relieved a source of 
great anxiety to my hostess. The pleas­
ure derived from tho - recollection of this 
circumstance, I would not have exchanged, 
for twice ten thousand thalers. Thus it is 
ever; a noble and generous act ensures 
its own reward, while misery and loss of 
respect follow close upon tho footsteps of 
the mean and vile. The laws of God, gov­
erning our mental organization, are as fix­
ed and unchanging as those which govern 
our physical natures.

If we -violate a law-governing the' tem­
perature of life, by thrusting a hand into 
the fire, the penalty is sudden and sure. 
A sin against physical nature has been 
committed, and with pain and - suffering 
must we atone to the offended law. So, 
too, if we sin against conscience, by ut­
tering falsehood, the penalty is equally 
sure. True, if the conscience is "depraved, 
whether rendered so by bigotry or iniqui­
ty, the penalty for falsehood is in a meas­
ure voided ; but as this depravity of con­
science is the Result of a prior violation, 
it is also a penalty. Tbe same may be 
said of my handj-if I have previously vi­
olated a law of my being, rendering -it in­
sensible to heat or cold; like the con­
science in the case supposed, the hand is 
already suffering for oneTriofation. Hence, 
we should never question the wisdom of

CHAPTER IX.

MOHE EXPLANATIONS.
Three days had elapsed since a butte; 

understanding had been effected between 
us at the cottage. The examinations at 
the University were concluded, and I en­
joyed tho distinction of having passed with 
the highest honors. The shadow which I 
had been pursuing so long, was now with­
in my grasp ; but when I remembered the 
dreadful cost with which it had been so- 
cured, instead of being -a source of com­
fort, I derived from it only unavailing re­
gret.

We were again seated in the little par­
lor at the cottage, now the property of my 
hostess. Dr. Herder, the only addition to 
our circle, was there by express invitation 
from madamo von Wieser. There had al­
ways appeared to be a mystery about this 
kind old man, which I had found it diffi­
cult to solve. Madame von Wieser did 
not inform mo of his true name, until, she 
had first exacted a promise of secresy .__
This had by no means lessened my curi­
osity to know moro of him, and having 
learned during the past three days that he 
was identical with one of whom- I had 
heard as ”the good hermit,”' I was doubly 
anxious to know the secret influences 
which induced a brother of tho great poet 
to lead a life so secluded, and at the same 
time bo so surrounded by mystery.

I sat in silence for some time, revolving 
the subject in my mind, and wondering 
whether I might with propriety venture 
to question him upon these points.

In the mean time, in an under tone, he 
Has holding - a somewhat lively, and as I 

thought, very familiar conversation-with 
madame von Wieser and Minnie. Except 
myself, all appeared more cheerful than I 
had ever seen them, and catching the in­
fluence, I soon found myself drawn away 
from the melancholy musings which al­
most constantly engrossed my mind.

“Charles,” said madame von Weiser at 
length—it was the first time she had ad­
dressed me by my Christian name—‘‘We 
are all anxious to see you looking more 
cheerful. My brother—” she hesitated, 
and beforo she could proceed I interrupted 
her. .

“Your brother ! Ah ! I see it all now 
—tbe good - hermit—doctor Herder—is 
your brother ! I have felt something of 
this many times, yet so shadowy and in- 

■ distinctly has it flitted through my mind, 
that it has always vanished before it could 
be clearly defined.”

i My confident manner assured them that 
. it would be no easy task to convince me 
. of an error in my hasty conclusion, and as 

they had determined to admit me to their 
[ full confidence, the doctor smilingly arose, 
i and extending his hand, which I grasped 

with all the warmth of my ardent nature, 
he resumed his seat by my side and com­
menced,

“Charles, my son, hereafter we shall 
have no secrets from you. Madame von 
Wieser is in truth my sister, and what 
may astonish you still more, your mother 
was her own cousin! Strange us this may 
appear, it is nevertheless true, as I will 
now explain.

“For three generations a feud had ex­
isted between the Wydorfs and Herders, 
the origin of which is now well-nigh for­
gotten. Your father inherited a strong 
dislike for our family, and while yet a 
young man, utterly refused to associate 
with us. I attended the University with 
him; the same from which you have grad­
uated, and graduated in the same class; 
yet there was no intercourse whatever be­
tween us.

“Let us go back just twenty-four years. 
The little cottage which you have been 
kind enough to purchase for my sister, was 
then new, and occupied by the widow and 
only daughter of Charles Wieland, a broth-
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spirit of madame Wieland neVer hesitated 
about receiving your father, and nursing 
him- with all the tenderness of a mother." , 

When ho was sufficiently recovered to 
resumo his journey, he sought a private 
interview with his hostess, and demanded 
the hand of her daughter in marriage,— 
Then it was she informed him that she was 
a Herder, and that her daughter was al­
ready betrothed to me.

Upon this, he became greatly enraged, 
and swore vengeance upon every Herder 
in -Germany. After thus venting his pas­
sion for half an hour, he became more 
calm, and after making the most humble 
apologies for his rudeness, and expressing 
the deepest gratitude for her kindness, he 
threw down a heavy purse of gold, and 
bidding her a tender farewell, left the 

house.
“A few weeks subsequent to this event, 

while your mother was wondering why no 
letters from me had reached her of late, 
she received a Paris paper, giving an ac­
count of my marriage with Mademoiselle 
Bichat. The paragraph was marked, in 
order to attract attention, and upon the 
margin of the paper, written in pencil, 

were my initials, C. M. H.
“The circumstances wero such as to 

leave no doubt upon your mother’s mind, 
and in all probability not a suspicion was 
awakened that the whole affair was a 
base fabrication. In my letters to her I 
had made frequent mention of young Bi­
chat and his beautiful sister, Louise,speak- 
ing of them in the most glowing terms of 
admiration. Hence tbe deception was 
easy.

“Tho reception of this news by your 
mother was overpowering. She never 
complained—always appeared cheerful— 
yet it was evident to her mother that the 
' itter disappointment was preying upon 

;r life. All these c’.rcumstancts I subse- 
uently learned from your grandmother. 

Your mother I never saw afterwards. She 
probably died in the full belief that I had 
proved myself unfaithful,

“Soon after the news of my marraigc, 
your father appeared at the cottage. A 
month later, and he took your mother 
away as his bride. A few weeks subse­
quent I bade adieu to my yoving friend, Bi­

chat, and started upon my journey home. 
I need not dwell upon the grief and dis­
appointment which I experienced upon 
my arrival here. Suffice it to say, by the 
advice of your grandmother, especial 
pains were taken that the report of my 
marriage should not be contradicted to 

your mother.
“Disappointed in the fondest hope of 

life, I resolved to devote the remainder of 
my existence to the study of science, ln 
furtherance of this resolution, I hastened 
back to Paris, and resumed my studies un­
der tho celebrated Desault, at the Hotel 
Dieu, with whom Bichat was a pupil.

“Hero I remained until tho death of 
Desault, and afterwards became an assis - 
tant with Bichat, when he opened a sehool 
for teaching anatomy, physiology and sur­
gery, continuing with .him until his death, 
July 22d, 1802. I remained in Paris long 
enough to assist iu completing Bichat’s 
new work of Anatomie Descriptive, which 
he commenced, but died before it was fin­
ished, and after its publication, returned 

to Germany.

er of the celebrated poet for whom I had i 
the honor of being christeiied. Madame i 
Wioland was my father’s sister, and con­
sequently her daughter, Minnie Wieland, 
was my cousin.” ’ :

“And was she not my mother ?” I ea- : 
gerly enquired.
. “She was your mother, Charles,” he re- 1 
plied with'a sigh, “and ono of the gentlest 1 
and most perfect of her sex. 0, Minnie,” : 
he continued, turning his eyes upward, 
“my pilgrimage is almost ended. Soon : 
our spirits may be united, and together we 
can join in singing the glad songs of eter­
nity, never fearing that the cold passions ' 
of earth will molest us there !”

He put his hands to his face, and yet 
not iu time to conceal tho tears which 
wero gathering. There ho sat in silence 
several minutes, leaving mo to wonder 
more than ever over his strange conduct. 
Unwilling to disturb him in his commu­
nions with the past, I awaited his own 
time for resuming tho subject, which he 
presently did in the following words :

“Charles, you will excuse this weak­
ness, and please not remind me of it here­
after. The,past always holds for us many 
sacred memories; memories which we do 
not like to have disturbed by others, and 
which can seldom be recalled by ourselves 
with calmness. Your mother, Charles,was 
an angel on earth, too good and pure for 
a long association with the cold and sel­
fish.” Again he stopped, as if he had still 
more to say, but in doubt whether he 
should procccd.

“Yes,” he finally resumed, “I may as 
%cll tell you now, and then let-it never be 
alluded to again.

“I loved your mother, Charles—was be­
trothed to her. My medical studies had 
been completed for several years, yet 1 
went to Paris to attend lectures. The 
since celebrated Marie Francois Xavier Bi­
chat, titan in his twenty third year, was 
already ¿Uracting the at tention of the sur­

geons of Paris. I made his acquaintance 
upon my first arrival, and until the time 
of his death from an accident, which hap­
pened twelve years ago,- we were fast 
friends.

“It had been arranged that upon my re­
turn from France, my marriage with your 
mother was to be solemnized. But eir- 
eumsIaeecs which are painful to recall even 
at this distant day, conspired against our 
happiness.

“A few months after my departure from 
Germany, your father having occasion to 
pass through this part oi the country, tar­
ried over night at the public house, near 
the college grounds. As fate would have 
it, Baron von Wicscr, accompanied by his 
new-made bride, my poor sister 'here, ar­
rived at the same inn a few minutes later, 
and they, too, put up for the night.

“Several strangers were stopping there, 
and among them my brother-in-law recog­
nized an old- acquaintance. During the 
evening, when the gentlemen had become 
warm with wine, the friend of Baron von 
Wieser chanced to enquire of him in ref­
erence to his brother-in-law, the poet Her­

der.
“Instantly your father became excited, 

and applied to the whole race of Herders 
an opprobrious epithet. My brother-in­
law demanded an apology, which he re­
fused. The result was a challenge.”

At this point, madame von Wieser and 
Minnie quietly withdrew, leaving us alone. 
The doctor continued:

“The next morning they met in the very 

grove—”
“The result, doctor—the result!” I 

hastily cried, as I felt a deathly sickness 
creeping abput my heart.

“They fought with pistols—your father 
fell at the first fire—my brother-in-law 
was uninjured. He repaired to tho inn, 
ordered his horses, and was soon many 
miles away. .

“Your father was brought to this very 
cottage, and was here nursed by madame 
Wieland and her daughter until he was 
fully recovered Although aware of the 
hostile feeling which your father cherished 
for the Herders, yet the gentle, forgiving
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THE INV^LE ASSASSINS.
Towards the latter end of the seventeenth 

century, when M. de la Reynie fulfilled the ' 
duties of the now,, exploded lieutenant of j 
police, thoro ran a fearful rumor through- ( 
out Paris, that a band of malefactors had | 
formed themselves into a company, whose 
purport was to carry off and murder youths 
and young men from fifteen to five-and- 
twenty years of age.

Tho motives ascribed to the perpetrators 
of these systematic crimes were various 
enough. Acoording to some, the object was 
to restore the waning health of an influen­
tial prinoess, whose emaciated frame re­
quired tho daily stimulus of a bath of hu­
man blood, drawn from the veins ‘of strong 
and healthy youths. According to others, 
the assassins wero only Jews, who delighted 
in decimating the Christian population, 
merely out of hatred for the Catholic reli­
gion. Tbe most accredited rumor, however, 
was that tho solo motive of these murders 
was robbery. But in that case, as many 
obviously objected, wherefore should all the 
viotims be invariably picked out from those 
in tho flower of youth, and why and how 
did they disappear without leaving the slight­
est trace that could afford a clue to solvo tho 
mystery.

It was in vain that tho police had set all 
its emissaries at work to discover this fright­
ful seoret—hitherto tho criminals had baf­
fled every attempt at detection, possibly be­
cause tho victims belonged to tho class of 
humblo artizans or small trades-people.— 
But one day, just as M. do la Reynio was 
about to sit down to dinner with his family 
and a party of friends, a footman handed 
him a paper bearing the impress of tho roy­
al messenger in great haste.

Tho letter, penned by - the minister, „con­
tained the following peremptory words:— 
“The king has just learnt that the son of a 
parlimcntary councillor has disappeared sud­
denly from home. There is every reason 
to believe that thia unfortunate youth, aged 
eighteen, has fallen a victim to ono of those 
mysterious kidnappers who havo been rav­
aging Paris for several months past. The 
king insists—mark the word, sir—insists 
on the perpetrators of these abominations 
being discovered and brought to condign 
punishment. It is your duty, as thg lieu­
tenant-general of police,, to act in conformi­
ty to tho king’s orders.”

On reading this passage, M. do la Rey- 
nio buried his face in his hands, and re­
mained in a brown stndy for the space of 
several minutes, at tho end of whioh he 
rang the bell,.and said to tho servant who 
answered tho summons, “bo quick ; send off 
a man at full gallop to fetch to me Lecoq.” 

In about an hour’s time, the individual 
in request made his appearance in M. de la 
Reynie’s study. Lecoq was, in point of 
fact, a personage of great importance, being 
at once the, subtlest, most activo, cunning 
and daring emissary belonging to tho police.

, Ho was invaluable for all dangerous and ar­
dours undertakings—possessing tho natural 
soent of a thorough-bred blood-hound, be­
sides a keen eye, a .rapid decision, a cool 
head, remarkable muscular strength, and 
above all, a degree of boldness that nothing 
could daunt.

“Lecoq,” began M. de la Renio, “I know 
how zealous and how clover you are.”

“You aro pleased to overrate my poor ser­
vices, monsigneur," said the nev comer, bow­
ing with mock modesty, while he said to 
himself, “I’m at a premium, it seems, by his 
speaking so fair.”

“By no means,” replied the magnate of 
tho police; “I am alive to your real merit, 
and I am about to give you a proof of my 
unlimited confidence in your ibilitics. Of 
course you have heard of this kidnapping 
and murdering of young- -men, to the great 
alarm and horror of all fathers and mothers ?”

“Of course I havo, monseiigieeir! and I 
fancy that wiser heads than mine are not any

■ nearer the mark in their guesses.”
Although these words wero said with an 

- air of - the nfost simple-hearted innocenoe, 
' they seemed fraught with an epigrammatic 
1 tendency whioh did not escape the acute per­
' ception of the lieutenant of the police, who 
. forthwith took,.a lengthened ' pinch of snuff, 
. to conceal all outward token of annoyance.

V resently,he said in a patronizing tone, “now 

suppose that I were to entrust you with the 
mission of discovering and handing over to 
justice these wretches who------ ”

“However flatterred I might bo with such 
marks of confidence,” interrupted Lecoq, “I 
should entreat your execlteeey to employ 
some worthier agent than myself.”

Tho great man knit his brows.
“Come, come, Lecoq," said he, “let’s have 

no squirking the question-for the time runs 
short; his majesty insists on our finding a 
clue to this blood-stained mystery, and I de­
pend on your anding it out.”

Then seeing that Lecoq was about to urge 
fresh objections, fee added, “I know you are 
about to. object that it will require large sumB 
of money—but never mind that! Money is 
tho sinew of tho police as well as war. Here 
is a hundred Louis!”

Lecoq’s eyes were illuminated with a sud­
den dash. Ho held out his hand to receive 
tho roll of money, which he put into tho 
pocket of his trunk hose, while bowing re­
spectfully to his employer, who promised 
him double tbe amount if ho 
business to a favorable issue.

"In a week at the utmost, 
shall have the long and short 
name’s not Lecoiq,” said - the i 
whose instinct was greatly sharpened by tho 
promised reward.

On leaving M. do la Reynic, Lecoq went 
home, pondering by the way on the best 
means of carrying his undertaking into efed. 
To say tho truth, ho was somewhat startled 
by the numerous difficulties that stared him 
in tho face, and secretly feared that he had 
given his word somewhat lightly; still, hav­
ing a reputation to keep up in hiB particular 
branch, and entertaining no mean opinion of 
his own - ability, ho trusted he should go 
through - the ordeal with flying -colors. Be­
sides, last, but net least, there was the at­
tractive prospect of tho two hundred Louis, 
over and above the hundred he had received, 

' and which ho would have blushed to keep 
1 without earning them honestly. ■

Yet tho reader must not cono^de from 
what wa have just stated, that Lecoq was 
avaricious. His fondness for money might 
bo simply traced to his devoted love for his 
son, a youth about twenty years of ago, 
whoso appearaeee and mental -powers seemed - - 
of far moro mature growth. Ho inherited 
his father’s cool courago and acuteness, to­
gether with a degree of vivacity that ob­
tained for him tho nickname of L’Evoille, or 
Wide-awake, as we -shall call him. ' Besides 
which, he was -good-looking, and was reckon­
ed one of the m^t lively young men in the 
neighborhood.

It was, therefore, for his beloved son’s ed- 
uca^ii^i^i'as well as to gratify his taste for 
fine clothes and amusemcels, that poor Le- 
coq was so sharp after money. He was 
proud of his boy, and wished to set him off 
to the best advantage ; but while denying 
him nothing, so far as his means allowed, 
that oould add to his natural gifts, he had 
hitherto never dreamed of mixing him up 
with any of his perilous adventures. Nay, 
he had even rarely allowed him to go out 
alone; or if he did, ho took care to have him - 
watched by some argus of the police—the 
streets of Paris in those days, being fraught 
with danger to the young at all times, and 
more especially for tho past few months.

The gossips - of tho neighborhood which Le- 
coq inhabited, - tvere therefore greatly Sur­
prised, on the morning of his interview with 
M. de ia Ileynie, to seo Wide-awake sally 
forth without any esooR, though sumptuously 
dressed, and ever and anon chinking - the 
louis with which his father had filled his 
pockets. ' '

During four consecutive days, Wide­
awake returned home with a pensivo and 
mortified air. Every evening Lecoq was 
waiting for his return on tho threshold of 
his door, and no sooner saw him coming than 
his look seemed to inquire, “any news?”

But the young man only shook his head 
mournfully, and then entered the house in si­
lence, and evidently muoh disappointed.

The delay within- which Lecoq had pledg­
ed himself to solve the problem of these mys­
terious disappearances was now drawing 
near, and the poor fellow was not a little 
troubled and mortified at finding - himself not 
a whit wiser than the first day. Indeed he 
was almost weighing within his own mind

brought tho

monsigneur, I 
of it, or my 
olever ferret,

The Dead Sea, says a traveler, has nothing 
of the desolation which it has been the pleas­
ure of travelers to describe, and it seems to 
smile at the secret dread it inspired. I, of 
course, took a bath here j and for a swimmer 
who has a fancy to keep his legs as well ns his 
head out of water, I can imagine it must be 
quite pleasant. My friend, who is not a little 
inclined to corpulency, complained that ho 
could not get down into the- water, and floated 
about, now one side up, now another, for all 
the world like an inflated bladder. On emerg­
ing from the water, it- was evaporated by the 
sun j and the salt, crystalizing on our bodies, 
gave us the appearance of animated rock-can­
dy, or a family resemblance to Lot’s wife, with 
a sensation upon our skin as if we had been, 
pickled for family use, and with a taste in our 
mouths compounded of glauber salts and assa- 
foetida. We - concluded that one bath in the 
Dead Sea was enough for a lifetime.

whether he should hide his shame at the bot­
tom of the river—for Lecoq was sensitive to 
a degree upon matters of honor, according to 
his code—when, two evenings before the last 
delay, he saw his son coming home with has­
ty strides, and a glowing eeuntenaeee that 
telegraphed good n^ws fronl afar.

Like a prudent man, who bad passed- his 
life in the service of the police, Leooq studi­
ously refrained from all outward show of 
joy that could awaken the ouriosity of the 
bystanders, and received his son as quietly 
as could be. But no sooner was the door 
shut upon the gossip, than he dropped his 
affected indifference, and inquired with fever- 
-sh eagerness,—“Well, Wide-awake! have 
you brought any news ?”

“Indeed I have,” said tbe yoang man.
“Then speak—for I- am on the tenter­

hooks of impatience.”
“1 have got tho clue,” said the son “and 

to-morrow I shall bo able to uma^vol the 
whole mystery.”

“A chip of tho old block, I do declare!” 
cried the delighted father.

Ho then bid him sit down to supper, and 
first of all poured out a glass - of Bordeaux, 
and pledged him saying, “Here’s to your 
good health, boy !”

“And here’s to Lady Guilford!” replied 
Wide-awake, draining his glass.

“Who may she be ?” asked the father.
“A handsome English woman, who has ap­

pointed a rendezvous with your son for to­
morrow, at two o’clock in the afternoon.”

“But who is the Lady Guilford?” persisted 
Lecoq. :

"Really, I know no more than you, father 
for all my information rests on the message 
she sent.me, and of which I do not believe a 
syllable. But you shall judge for yourself. 
You know I have hitherto frequented all the . 
places where young men go to fish for adven­
tures, without being able to start any game. 
But this morning, on leaving the Cours la 
Heine, which I had paced in vain, my good ■ 
luck took mo to the terrace on the west side of 
the Tuileries. I had scarcely been there a 
quarter of an hour, when a kind of -duenna 
who was loitering about, seemed desirous of 
picking acquaintance^'ith me. Of course Idid 
nV coyness, but sat down, upon
which she took her seat beside me. We then 
fell into talk, and I took occasion to inquire 

..who was the young lady she was accompanying, 
who was at a short distance, pretending to read 
a book she held in her hand, but throwing 
side-glances at me all the while. The duenna 
then entered into a long story about this Lady 
Guilford, as she called her, who had run away 
from her husband, and finished by dropping a 
hint that her ladyship was not wholly adverse 
to being admired. Boing now convinced that 
1 was cn the right soent, I affected to fall head­
long into the snare, and solicited the honor of 
an interview with the lady fontlomennow, which 
the old beldame promised to obtain for ' me 
provided I met her exactly at two o’clock un­
der the porch of St. Germain 1’ Auxerrois.”

“We will be there, my dear boy,” cried Le­
coq, rising and embracing his son, in an exsta­
cy of joy.

“What are you thinking of'father?" said 
the young man ; “it will never do for us to ap­
pear together at the rendezvous."

“Nay,” said the father, “I have no wish to 
deprive you of a particle of the glory of the 
undertaking; I only wish to share your dan-. 
gers. You shall meet the old crone by your-. - 
self, only I shall be on a watch at a distance, 
with a few trusty associates armed to the teeth, 
and at the slightest signal, or a blast from- a 
whistle which I shall give you, and of which.I

, shall carry the duplieete, we shall flyto your as- . 
■sislar.ee.’'

, On the following day, Lecoq mustered his . 
men and gave them their instructions.; and 
when the time came for his son to set off, he

1 armed him with a dagger- and a pair of loaded
1 pistols, and recommending him to be extreme- . 

ly cautious, pressed his hand with a slight tre- . 
mor, saying. “May God protect you aasmely as

- your father shall watch over you.”
A quarter of an hour 'afterwards, the young 

, man had' reached the peristyle of the ancient 
church of St. Germain 1’ Auxerrois, accompan- 

1 ied from afar by his invisible csc^itI, and found 
the old crone waiting for him.

A kind of grim smile lit up her countenance
■ at the sight of Wide-awake,whiqb - did- not es-. 

cape our hero’s' notice, and put him more than , 
ever' on his guard. He likewise observed that i 
thd duenna did not wear the same clothes as , 

’ on the day before. She Was shabbily dressed, 
I and, muffled up in a hood, apparently tor - the 
1 purpose of - concealing her features, from the 
' passers by.
i “Follow me,” whispered she tp Wide-awake ;
I (Continued on Ithpage.)



THE SPIRIT? IT A I AGE.

piritnal
—-------- ,---------------------- I . -7 :---------‘

Progress ii the Coom<iD"l‘&w of . the. Univerie

", ' W.’'tc6jTANEY ,1.. '
;;A'lil ' Edio>m-

Principal OfUoe—o.: 14 Bromfield’ Street, (up 
stairs,) Bouton, Mass. , .

i0<J H- CHANeY, BcbIxbss Agbht.
H$v Tovk Office. '—A^B^oss it Touiey’e, ’ 121 

' Nassau Street.
Ohioago Offioe. - Ho. 81 Dearborn St., opposite 

tbe Post , Offioe.
McNally & Co., Agkmts.

SATIUIDaA"(oC~1,1859?
CC" Our readers will please notice that 

tho Agenoy ’ of S. Albro, at Buffalo, N. 
Y., , has been discontinued. Persons' who 
may. havo contemplated subscribing, or re­
newing their subscriptions through him, are 
now requested to send directly to us in Bos­
ton. n5 3t.

SPIRITUALISM.—WHAT IS IT P

SPIRITUALISM IN RELIGION—NO. XXIII*

The word Inspiration is from the Lat­
in words w and spiro, tho latter meaning 
I breathe. Its general significance, is 
simply in-breathing, or breathing within. 
It is applied alike to the physical process 
of inhaling atmospheric air for the sup­
port of bodily life, and to the mental pro­
cess of receiving thoughts—or a subtle 
quickening influence from which thoughts 
are generated—for the sustentation of 
mental and spiritual life.

The two processes seem to be entirely 
analogous or correspondential—the one 
external, tho -other internal—arid hence 
the one is illustrated by the other. If 
so, it follows that as our bodies live in a 
physical atmosphere, the constant in­
breathing of which is indispensable to 
their life and growth, so do' our minds 
and spirits exist in a mental and spiritual 
atmosphere, the continued inhalation of 
which is equally essential to our inner life 
and expansion. Wo inspire constantly 
from the vast realm of' thought in which 
we live and move, the subtle ele-ments 
from which our feelings and ideas are 
generated. *

It also follows, that as the health and 
vigor of our bodies dopend upon tlie pur­
ity of the air we breathe, so do the sound­
ness and energy of our spirits depend up­
on the purity of the spiritual atmosphere 
we inspire. And as tho external air we 
inhale varies in quality in different loca­
tions, being purer and moro vitalizing in 
elevated regions, so do mental and spiritu­
al atmospheres differ with the internal 
states' in whicli we are—the loftier realms 

of aspiration and thought affording us 
purer and more life-giving inspirations.— 
And again, as the quantity of atmospheric 
air and accompanying vitality inhaled is 
increased by bodily exercise and exertion, 
so does the largeness of one’s internal in­
spiration depend in part upon tho degree 
of mental and spiritual effort that is put 
forth-.,/ Hence it is that indolent, unas­
piring souls, who are content to gjovel on 
the low plains of accustomed thought and 
personal ease, enjoy so little pi .spiritual 
life and freshness of idea, and are prone to 
doubt the reality of present inspiration.— 
These, as well as they, who ore willing to 
breathe tho stifling aits and fouj jjijasms 
of ignorance, selfithncss and sensuality, 
can know little of the higher joys to bo 
found in self-denying activity and earnest 
aspirr.tion towards the mountain-heights of 
mental and spiritual attainment.

So much of Inspiration as u general or 
universal fact. It has also some particu­
lar cr special phases which demand atten­
tion. The alleged Divino inspiration of 
the Bible, as well as all modern analogous 
phenomena, may be Considered of a spe­
cial rather than a general .character.

V hen a series of connccteed ideas, me­
thodically arranged, and clothed in fitting 
language, is injected into the mind by im­
pression, op presented to it ‘ in symbolic 
vision, by a -piocess which is consciously 
distinct from its .own usual - operations, 
then thero i*  evidenee of something be-’ 
yond the mere kJ-jale-tlon of a general at­

mosphere of thought. The action of 
another mind, a distinct personal entity, 
is clearly evinced—an. inspiring mind, 
which first concciyts' and arranges the 
thoughts to be -presented and then commu­
nicates them to , or through the inspired 
mind. . In such case, the latter merely re­
ceives and transmits -to others, and is prop­
erly termed a medium. Especially is there 
evidence of the action of another mind, 
when, during the communication, the in­
spired person is controlled, or his senses 
locked up, by a power and intelligence 
beyond himself.

Now it is manifest that if one finite 
mind has the power to control the action 
of another, or to project its feelings, 
thoughts and language into another ; arpl 
if we are surrounded continually by in­
visible beingB of diverse characters, as well 
as by our fellows in the body, then there 
may be much of inspiration which docs 
not come direct from the Infinite Mind, or 
from the Holy Spirit, as the religious 
world .has to a great extent supposed.

The familiar facts of what has been 
caljcd Mesmerism, Animal Magnetism, 
Psychology, Sympathy, etc., have proved 
that it is possible for one mind,even in the 
body, to control another, and to fill it with 
tMlSghts and suggestions at will, under 

certain conditions.
This being true of minds in the body, 

the same surely, may be true of those dis­
embodied ; and the demonstrations of 
modern Spiritualism prove that it is true. 
The Bible itself shows that it was equally 
so in ancient times as now. There were 
false prophets as well as true ; there has 
always been “pagan” inspiration as well as 
Jewish and Christian—the subjects of 
both being equally moved and controlled 
by invisible intelligences. As Rev. 
Charles Beecher has declared, “Scripture 
never denies to false prophets a supernat­
ural inspiration, nor bases the distinction 
of true and false on physiological 
grounds.” * (

The simple trutbffhen, in relation to the 
whole subject appears to ho this:—All hu­
man minds aro susceptible, some to a greater 
or more conscious extent than others, of in­
fluences from other minds that may bo in - 
rapport or sympathy with then}. These in­
fluences may como from the direct and pur­
posed action of individual minds, in or out 
of the body ; or from bands or societies of 
spirits, acting associatively ; or from a gen­
eral sphere of mental activityffperhaps with­

out the conscious partieiputien of any indi­
vidual .mind.

Some persons, possessing a peculiar degree 
of. nervous susceptibility, may bo powerfully 
excited by this inspirational influence, or 
may be entirely controlled, to the complete 
overpowering of their natural faculties, by 
tho inspiring mind or minds. When spirits 
of a low order, possessing little intelligence 
and little skill to control tho physical organ­
ism, attempt to exercise this power, for eith­
er a bad or a good purpose, it is not ' strange 
that they should produce contortions and 
frantio movements ; nor thut thoir inspira­
tions should fail to ombody the highest wis­
dom. Yet eentortion9 and spasmodio action 
may attend the- influence of even exalted 
spirits upon somo organisms—resulting from 
either excess of power, resistance, nervous 

-derangement, or grossness' ' of condition, in 
tho su^cot.

'The latter would seem to have been the 

, case with Saul of old, if we aooept the 
statement that it was the “Spirit of God” 
whioh oame upon him, causing him to proph­
esy frantically, and then to strip off his 
clothing and lio in unconscious nakedness for 
twenty-four hours. Of a similar character, 
perhaps, have been tho famous “Kentucky 
jerks," the suddeu prostrations of the late 
“IrUh Revival” and other instances where 
what has proved to be a really salutary and 
elevating spiritual influence has at first 
manifested itself in powerful and seemingly 
ridioulous forms. It would seem more prob­
able, however, that if the Divine Spirit con 
be said in any sppse tq participate in such 
violent and grotesque operations, it is through 
the intermediate agency of subordinate spir­
its of a grade near tfep condition of the sub­
jects acted ' upon. Hence, tho frenzy, the 
forcible cpptjrol, nnd seeming folly, are to

be attributed to these intermediates j while 
the substantial good alone is from Him who 
is “over all, and thiough all, and in all.”

But as the subjects . of inspirational influ­
ence become more spiritualized—their bod­
ies more refined, their minds more pure and 
elevated, their spirits more fillly in harmony 
with tbe Divine Spirit, by therenunoiation .of 
self-will, and submission to the Father’s will, 
—so do they come in' rapport with corres­
pondingly higher grades of individualized 
minds—so purer, more refined and wisor be­
ings oan minister immediately to them,—so 
do their whole organisms become permeable 
to the Divine influence,—so do all violent 
Control and spasmodic aotion cease, and tho 
breath of holy inspiration flows unobstruct- 
edly into and through tho chambers of the 
soul, not to overwhelm ond obliterate tho 
normal powers, but to quicken, illuminate 
and exalt them to their highest, noblest ac­
tion. .

This we deem the true philosophy of In­
spiration. It gives us a reason for the phe­
nomenal differences between Dugan, Jewish, 
and Christian inspiration so far as such .dif­
ferences existed ; also for tho differences be­
tween tho lower and higher phases of Chris­
tian inspiration as well as, of that of out own 
day.

It shows also why there have been incon­
sistencies and contradictions in inspiration 
—why there wero Pagan as well as Jewish 
and Christian inspired men—why there wero 
false prophets as well as true—why the ear­
ly Christians were cautioncd uot to “believe 
every spirit, but to tty the spirits whetbet 
they be of God”—why there were inspired 
men in Paul's time “who called Josus ac­
cursed’ ' t—why thero is Mohammedan in­
spiration, and Mormon inspiration—why 
there aro Raman Catholio and Protestant, 
Trinitarian, Unitarian, Universalist, Swe- 
dpnborgian, Rationalistic, Naturalistic, and 
even Atheistic inspiration, in our own day. 
It is simply for tho reason that in the great 
world of spirits, there are minds aud socie­
ties in every conceivable grade of advance­
ment, and hence entertaining every shade of 
opinion and fantasy that ever found a logd- 
rnent in minds similarly advanced on earth 
and how many moro wo pretend not to say. 
Prophets, seers, pythonesses, Dervishes me­
diums, etc , ate but persons poculiarly sus­
ceptible to influences from tho world of spir­
its; and as they have como into rapport or 
sympathetic relations with ono or another 
individual, society, or sphere o^ spirit life, so 
havo they been inspired with tho ideas and 
doctrines of such individual, society,- or 
sphere—in other words, they have breathed 
in tho spiritual atmospheto of that grade of 
lifo to which they have risen. And so do 
we all.

The same law applies to poetic, musical 
and artistic inspiration in general. All ge­
nius is but capacity for inspiration ; all men 
of genius confcss that they succeed only as 
a greater thanNhey works through them.— 

So interlinked is OMp mental and spiritual 
life with the life ofarmfiivetso of intelli­

gences, that none of us can claim absolute 
originality, or mako cleat title o a patent 
tight on any high achievement. Wo do 
nothing of ourselves alone. Ministering in­
telligences, rank above tank, form tho un­
broken ohain or channel through which 
thought and life reach us from the Central 
Fount of life and thought. As ato our de­
sires and capacities, so do wo rccoivo.

Inspiration is thus the perpetual answer 
to aspiration. In one ot another form, it is 
tho indjspenr■ible means of all individual 
growth, and equally so of all human pro­
gress. It is thus tho birthright of every 
soul and the heritage of all ages. That 
whioh is adapted to tho needs of childhood 
is unsuited to the requirements of full grown 
men and women ; and that whioh met tho 
wants of, the world’s infancy cannot suffice 
for tho dawning ago of manhood.

The value of 'inspired teachings, and the 
test to which they ate to bo submitted, will 
be considered in another artiolo.

A. E. N.

♦Reviewof Spiritual Mta^nift^i^ltaltions, p. 41 
fl Cor. 12: 3. '

N. B.—As the writer is bo situated at present 
that he cannot examine the of the
Aoe, he begs the reader's indulgence for Buch typo­
graphical errors as mny escape the eye,
Several have oocurrsd in previous articles, sppUS-

times to tbe obscuration of tho senae; but their 
correction is left to tho intelligence of the reader'

A. E. N.

EPWVe had intended to let the subject of 
“Political - Action” rest for the present just 
where we left it last .week, trusting that we 
had made our position bo dear that it could 
not be misapprehended. But the Btricturea 
of our New Brighton friend, to which we give 
placo in another column, so misrepresents 
our real views in some particulars, that a 
few words mote seem to be demanded of us.

Does “A J.” really believe that in our 
allusion to the manner in which the vote of 
the Irish Catholics is oast, we looked forward 
to the probability that at somo future day, 
the mass of Spiritualists could be led and 
controlled in liko manner ? It may be the 
vety height of amusement fot our corres­
pondent to sot up such mon of straw, and 
then proceed to pummel and demolish them 
altogether. If so, we are content; but we 
protest cgaiust such unworthy inferences' be­
ing drawn from our language. W-c thought 
that the following explicit language in that 
vety first article would prevent at/wootg 
construction being put upon our allusion to 
tho universally acknowledged fact, that the 
Irish Catholics do vote at the dictation of 
their priest,—viz :—“How mueti more, then, 

shall the influence of Spiritualists tell upon 
these elections. * * * The great mass
of believers in out faith aro recognized to 
be among the most intelligent, moi al, otder- 
1 rvitg, law-abiding citizens.” Will our cot- 
respendeutplease explain how any person, 
it the full possession of his senses ctuld ex­
pect to construct an organization of such 
materials and hope to control its action as 
the Catholics are controlled 1

And if a purely voluntary union, the 
ftuit of free discussion and interchange of 
thought, maneuvered by no scheming politi­
cians, shaped by to petty caucuses, dictated 
by to Conventions, and hampered by no ' 
cteed ot platform—if' the hearty expression 
of full faith in the future of Spirituali-m , 
taking the form of a hundred thousand - ot 
moto votes in 18G0, would not be a result 
productive of vast good in many ways -o 
the cause of Spirituali-m, then our judg­
ment is sadly at fault. If strength and 
unity will enforce a respectful hearing and a 
cotdial consideration of the subject from the 
public at large, is it not our duty to avail 
ourselves of those instrumentalities? If, 
whilo differing in our views of tho details 
of Spiritualism, wo havo not sufi^i^^^^t faith 
in tho grand fact itsolf, and that Infinite 
Wisdom is now manifesting t-solf anew fot 
tho progression and development of the race, 
to express our faith in some suoh convincing 
manner, why, thon we had better tarry at 
Jericho until out spiritual beards aro grown. 
Fot ourselves, wo accept this new revelation 
as ono which is utterly to revolutionize and 
destroy existing institutions of all kinds,— 
political, social and religious—and that 
speedily; and we ate utterly indifferent to 
the squabbles of this or that party or seot 
to obtain tho mastery. They are all death- 
sttuck, and must soon givo place to a divine­
ly-constituted order of things.

Wo leave this whole matter to tho free, 
uncontrolled action a'nd judgment of Spirit­
ualists. If, as a body, they believe it 
better to cling to tho old parties, and try 
to purify them, we are content. Wo wish 
to exercise no authority ovot the action of 
any one. Wo only desite our suggestions 
to be calmly and candidly weighed by out 
friends and given that weight and influence 
which properly belongs to them.

General Agents.—We have 
arrangements with P. Clark of Boston, 
and S. R. Potter of Sebago, Mo., to act 
as general agents fot procuring subscrib­
ers to tho Age. They are authorized to 
receipt (ot money paid on subscription.

« .

A

made

Lewis B. Monroe, late associate editor of 
the Spiritual Age, will receive calls to lecture 
on Spiritualism and kindred topics, wherever 
hia services may be desirod. Address care of 

the Spiritual Age.

GC“Mt. K. V. Wilson is our authorize! 
agent for receiving subscriptions fot the Age.

tii^H. P. Fairfield will speak In Plymouth 
>Iassu Sunflay Oct. 2d.

POLITICAL ACTION.......

While this- subject is up fot discussion, 
perhaps tho undersigned may be pardoned 
for giving a moto full statement of bis in­

dividual opinion in the premises,—albeit 
he may be obliged to differ to sOme extent 
from his associates and other friends with 
wliom he would be glad to accord.

With respect to the main end doubtless 
had in view by those who propose politi­
cal action fot Spiritualists—namely, the 
advancement of truth and the more full 
incorporation of the principles of justice 
and equality into tho political institutions 
under which we live—I, of course, fully 

sympathize with them. Out difference is 
in regard to the means proper to be em­
ployed.

It is certainly very natural that men 
who have been accustomed to suppose the 
existing civil institutions of this country 
the best that can be formed, and to look 
to political action under them 'for the re­
moval of such defects as arc perceived__ it
is natural that such men should think of 
having recourse to the same instrumental­
ity fot remedying evils to which Spiritu­
alism has made them sensible. And so 
long as they see no intrinsic wrong in this, 
and honestly regard it as a legitimate and 
feasible means of promoting reform, they 
ate r.ot to bo censured fot such action, 
but their zeal and consistency should rath­
er be commended.

Nevertheless, the writer, under the light 
of spiritual truth, has come to the convic­
tion that the existing political fabric is so 
radically defective and thoroughly cor­
rupt that it is not only past usefulness as 
an instrument of the needed reforms, but * 
that action under it, in any such way as 
to recognize its validity and rightfulness, 
is positively wrong—is, in fact, treason to 
Humanity, to Truth and to God.

This may seem a startling and extrav.a- 
i to some, but I think it can 

__ .„adily justified to discerning minds.— 
No government has any rightful claim to 
the obedience or respect of men, any fur­
ther than it is founded on, and adminis­
tered in accordance with the grand princi­
ples of tight, justice, equality and benefi­
cence. But neither National not Stato 
governments pretend to be based upon or 
guided by these fundamental principles of 
Christian morality. “All things whatso­
ever ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye even so to them ;” “Love 
your enemies i” “Resist not evil, but 
overcome evil with good;” “Avenge not 
yourselves,” etc. Neither makes tho 
Christ-life of self-sacrificing devotion to 
others’ good the sine-qua-non of good - •cit­
izenship—the only path to honor and pro­
motion.

On tho contrary, the teal foundation— 
the practical, moving principle of neatly 
all out governmental machinery, is selfish­
ness . The assumed “tights of property” 
are every where carcfully guatded,while the 
rights of man as man are disregarded. Cee.- 
petitive labor and trade aro constantly fos- • 
teted. The monopoly of God’s free earth 
is legally protected. The most flagrant of 
all crimes, “property in man,” or chattel 
slavery, is recognized and upheld by law. 
North as well as South. The civil equali­
ty of woman is wholly ignored.

The infliction of vindictive punishments 
upon offenders, even to the taking of life,- 
in defiance of the Dfvine prerogative, and 
the custom of making war against ene­
mies, even the weak and defencoless, apo 

integral parts of the existing system.— 
The most important functions of a true ' 
state—tho parental duties of protecting 
the weaker classes, of reforming the v-*  
cious, and of providing productive em*  
ployment for the imbecile, these are most­
ly overlooked. Besides all this, the ad­
ministration of the government, to no in­
considerable extent, has fallen' into tho 
hands of corrupt and unscrupulous men, 
whose patriotism is measured by their pock­
ets. This is inevitable ina system} whose 
basis is selfishness - and it must be ' ex­
pected to grow yet worse and worse.

These characteristics plainly stamp our 
political system as practically and essen- . 
tially Anti-Christian and Atheistic to its

T his se
flpnt position 
r "be readily just
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very base. Perhaps its founders did tho 
best they could under tho circumstances; 

j and undeniably tho scheme they framed 
was an improvement on worse systems 
which preceded it. But it was only a 
stepping-stone to a better, and therefore to 
be stepped from as soon as its defects and 
rottenness bccomc obvious.

Those who do not yet realize tho magni­
tude of theso defeats and positive wrongs, 
may conscientiously continue in allegiance 
to the existing governments, National and 
State, and honestly work with their instru­
mentalities for ends which aro deemed use­
ful. But -the writer has for years refrained 

' from any participation in political affairs, 
and from any acknowledgment of the right­
fulness of ihe present systera; and fnust 
continue to do so, until his views change.— 
Believing tho American Republic has main­
ly accomplished its purposes in Humanity’s 
development—at least so far as himself is 
concerned,—he lias come out from it as from 
an effete and decaying institution—still using 
it, however, for any legitimate uses it may 
yet subserve. It does not seem worth the 
while of Reformers to spend their energies 
in attempting to demolish and put it out of 
the way. It is poor husbandry to waste , 
precious new wino for the mere purpose of 
rending asunder old bottles! Let them
alone, and they will speedily fall to pieces 
of their own rottenness. To those, however, 
who do not yet see the incurable condition 
of the present “body politic,” he has only 
to -say, let them nurse and tend it till the 
utter leatliesemeness of its decaying corse 
shall convince them. Ile would “let the 
dead bury their dead,” while he seeks to de­
vote himself to “teaching tho Kingdom of 
God"—that is, the principles of the divine 
or heavenly social state, which he firmly bo- 
lieves Spiritualism is to aid in inaugurating, 
sooner or later, on the earth.

Political action, then, after tho usual 
methods, docs not seem to be the thing re’- 
quired of Spiritual Reformers. It is inade­
quate, iu the writer’s view, to any valuable 
results. Certainly, an entrance upon the 
arena of political strife, with a spiritualistic 
candidate for the Presidency, cannot bo ex­
pected to procure us immunity from revil- 
ings, abuse and misrepresentation, as one 
pood friend stiggests. Those who remember 
the virulence and unscrupulousness of polit­
ical partizuus in such contests,—the slanders, 
the vilifications, the “Roorbacks,” tho “last 
cards,” etc., which so foully disgrace every 
Presidential campaign,—can indulge no se­
rious expectations of that kind.

“Agitation is our creed” as fully as it is 
that of any one. The writer has done some­
thing in this line in the past, and hopes to 
do much more. The principles of Spiritual 
truth, when clearly set forth and applied to 

. practical life, must produce agitation and 
fermentation in the political as well as tho 
theological and social worlds. The result I 
anticipate is the separation of such particles 
in the present body politic as retain any 
healthful vitality, from the general putrefy­
ing mass, and their gathering together in as­
sociative groups here and there over the 
land, in which the true principles of govern­
ment -end of a higher individual and social 
life shall be inaugurated. These groups, 
or associations, growing strong in the true 
life, will he prepared to offer placos of rof- 
uge for distracted humanity, when the old 
order of things shall go to pieces, as go it 
must. Such a crisis may be far in the fu­
ture, but it seems inevitable.

In the constructive work thu3 hinted at, 
as lying before the spiritual reformer, there 
is no need of demolishing the existing sys­
tem of government, nor of endorsing it.— 
All we have to do is to come out of, or, rath­
er rise above it, and build better on a higher 
plane. Those who, by the development of 
the spiritual man in themselves, and the 
subordination of the animal and selfish, have 
become “a law unto themselves,” (and none 
others aro ready for a better social state 
than now exists,) no longer need tho exter­
nal restraint of human law. Leaving those 
for such as do need them, [and thia class will 
instinctively cling to them so long as need­
ed,) let Spiritual men and women assooiate 
themselves on tho basis of a “higher law" of 
Christly love and unselfish living. - Let them 
prove, by lives of voluntary righteousness,

purity, fraternity and self-sncrificing good­
will, their fitness for real self-government, 
for angelic society, and their ability to take 
a practical step upward on the laddor of 
Human Progress. Until we have shown 
somo suoh ability, it becomes us to bo mod­
est and self-recollective in our denunciations 
of government and socioty as they are—they 
being as good as they can be, with the mate­
rials of whioh they are composed.

Such are the writer’s private opinions on 
the subject, publioly and frankly expressed. 
However, “let every one be fully persuaded 
in his own mind,” and aot accordingly.

' \ * A. E. N.

CONDENSED CORRESPONDENCE.

■ A subscriber writing from West Milbury, 
Mass. says :

“I liko tlio change in form much * * * * 
If your articles on Spiritualism in Religion” 
Bliould be published, set me down as good for 3 
copies at (i>, or 4 at 50 ots., should my life aud 
health bo spared. Let the friends of purity send 
their orders, in such numbers at ouct as to insure 
the publication of these useful articles in book form 
at onot, or as soon ns may be; for if I do not mis­
take tho contents of the same will fill a large va­
cancy which ever lias existed, on theso important 
subjects and ever will exist, unless filled by some 
’progressive religionist, who is not aslmmcd or 
afraid to step out of the over beaten path.” 

Marshall, Sept. 12th, 1859.
“Your very vnlunblc Age has been a welcome 

visitor to my house for nearly three yearB, and 1 
rejoice in saying that its worth to me is beyond 
estimating, so much so, that whoa it fails «ach­
ing me in due time, I feel my entertainment for the 
Sabbath, anything but a pleasant one, ■

We have no regular lectures given hero at this 
timo, but wo anticipate having a oont-so through 
our very worthy and intelligent Brother J. M. 
L’teSles of liittle Creek, who gave us one very in­
teresting lecture on the first instant. Otherwise 
from this, I have been wholly dependent upon 'the 
Age making up the sum total of my church, min­
ister, deacons, and saints.”

Athens, Me., Sept. 18th, 1859.
There aro a goodly number in this place who 

are earnestly contending for the truo faith and are 
crying for “Light! more Light!” We are inves­
tigating this beautiful phenomena and aro already 
oenvinced of its sublime truthfulness. It is a holy 
a beautiful faith which binds all true believers to­
gether as one, united in lovo to God our Heavenly 
Father. The holy influence of this new faith is 
rapidly progressing, and my pr.iyer is, may its 
sacred arid glorious march bo onward and upward 
until the whole world is flooded with spiritual 
light. .

Pauticulau Notice.—0ur offer to fur­
nish the Ace three months for 25 cents, 
on trial, does not apply to our old sub 
strikers, who were already on tho books, 
when the Age passed into its new hands. 
The sum of 25 cents barely pays for the 
white paper on which the Ace is printed 
for thirteen weeks.

We should shortly become bankrupt 
were we to furnish all our subscribers at 
the same rate. Believing, however, that 
the paper only needs a trial to induce a 
permanent acquaintance, we took that 
method to introduce it to many wlio 
would not otherwise have their attention 
called to the subject.

All those of our old' subscribers who 
have sent in their orders under such a mis­
take will be credited for the amount at the 
regular rates.

[5pWVe owe our readers an apology for 
the somewhat irregular manner in which 
the papers hare been mailed for the last 
two weeks. Our principal mailing clerk 
has been sick durinc that time, and amidst 
other important and pressing duties, the 
mails were necessarily nEglectEd. He has 
now resumed his post, and we shall here­
after ' endeavor to forward to subscribers 

in good season.

N. E. Union University Association. 

—The subscribers to stock in the New 
England Union University are requested 
to meet in Lowell on the first Tuesday in 
Oct., at 10 1-2 o'clock A. M., to hear and 
act upon the report of a special commit­
tee on revision of the constitution of the 
Association ; also to locate said Universi­
ty. All subscribers are requested to be 
present without further notice.

■ A. B. Child, Sec’y.

Tho title of the Hon. Robert Dale Owen's 
work on Spiritualism, now in the press of Lip­
pincott & Co., Philadelphia, is “Foot-Falls on 
the Boundary of Another World."

for a small bait, to trample upon all right, 
and aooff at tho holiest and purest aspira­

tions of tho human soul, to prevent me from 

speaking, i. .

Mr. Bly makes tho important announce­
ment that he has been a resident of this 
“sublunary sphere," about twenty-six years; 
now as near as I oan loam, his residence for 
60 long a period has not been the means of 
Enabling him to adhero strictly to the truth, 
but on the contrary, ho has acquired the art 
of deception in a worse form, for ho can un- 
olusbiaGly toll that whioh he knows to be 
false and .attempt to induce others to make 
deception appear to bo the truth : rather an 
unenviable reput ition to have gained in so 
few years, proving ceneluslveiy that ho is 
quite a precocious youth in that capacity, 
and his persistence gives Evidence that ho 
intends to be 'a diligent laborer in his mas­
ter’s vineyard. Ho says “tho falsehood lies 
between your correspondent and his ‘tricky 
friend, Harriman,’ if there is such a man, 
for it does not look reasonable that any per­
son would assume my namo and mako such 
propositions.” Will Mr. Bly deny that he 
has any knowledge of Charles Murray as 
Nogro Minstrel, and Professor Charles 
as VEntriloquist & Exhibitor of Leger­
demain ; or as Charles Murray Harri­
man, at whoso residenee ho callod to en­
gage him as an assistant 7 I have tvory 
reason to believe that he is acquainted 
somewhat with tho gentleman named, aad 
hence has the very best possible reason for 
not Entertaining any such proposition, and 
his personal knowledge of the transaction, 
mentioned, was the oause of his making tho 
statement, notwithstanding the fimsy sneer 
thrown out . in tho doubt of there Soiag such 
a maa.

He wishes me to givo the dates, aad he 
will show that ho was “far away” from Low­
ell or Groton. How does he know that, for 
I did aot give tho exact time, especially of 
tho interview at Groton. I -merely stated it 
to bo some months ago—somo months ago ho 
was in Lowell, and while at this city ho is 
but ore half hour’s rido from Groton. He 
might be ia Groton, have an interview with 
Mr. H. and be in Lowell and givo his lec­
ture on the evening of the same day. Does 
Mr. Bly think that we are so short-sightEd 
as not to see that ho oan bo in either Groton 
or Lowell at eight o'clock ia the morninG, 
and bo able to givo a lecture on the eve­
ning of tho same day, in either of the 
States adjoining this State. I h^vo no 
doubt he thought he managed somewhat 
shrewdly to be “far away” from this city on 
tho evening of tho day alluded to, for fear 
something might occur to placo him in an 
unpleasant position,—but unloss he can de­
stroy all tho means by whioh he made his es­
cape from this city thort is a possibility of 
his detection. This must be tho oaso unless 
the position assumed by the opponents of 
spirit intercourse be true, viz :—that • it is 
impossible for the human spirit to return 
from, -the spirit realm by the same means 
which it Employed to ascend to it,—that it 
has takon its flight up tho staircase that 
loads to tho higher condition and then drawn 
it up after it, or forgot how to put it down 
again or build something in its place—or it 
has no power to ascertain the means of its 
esoape from the Earth form, or does wilfully 
destroy all the agEnelos employed - in its as­
cension, lest some adventurous spirit in the 
Earth form might stumble upon tho line, eve 
the denizen of tho spirit world was aware of 
it—become master of the secret and Se able 
to look into the spirit world unbidden.

I have no doubt if our spirit friends pur­
sued the calling of this man Bly, they would 
be anxious to prevent all possibility of pursuit, 
as much so as he was desirous of preventing 
all means of detecting his visit to this city.— 
Perhaps our opponents have this. opinion of 
their Spirit World, but the friends - of spirit 
intercourse have no such degrading compre­
hension of the "spirit home,” but frequently 
hear the voices of their immortal friends, say­
ing, “earth friends ‘come up higher,’ unfold 
and prepare thy spirit, aad the portals of the 
'spirit home’ are wide open to -thy vision, and 
no angel with flaming sword stands ready to 
pierce you through, for attempting to behold 
the beauties and gloriEs of that bright land.” 
Mr. Bly thinks from the credulousness of your 
correspondent that there is need of “material 
rEGulators.” Your correspondent is credulous 
enough to believe that if thero are any in the
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MR. PLIMPTON’S REPLY TO MR. 
BLY.

Having been absent from this city, I had 
no opportunity to confer with my inform­
ant, Mr. Charles Murray Harriman, (I writo 
the name in full for the especial benefit of 
Mr. Bly) in regard to the visit of Mr. Bly 
to this city in search after an assistant, who 
should enable him more successfully.to de­
ceive the public by his lectures upon the 
phenomena of Modern Spiritualism, which 
fact was published in the “Ago” of Aug. 
thirteenth.

I was cartful to have the statement from 
the lips of Mr. Harriman, so as to preclude 
the possibility of mistake in the Bornoo of 
my information, also to avail myself of all 
tho circumstances and testimony to substan­
tiate what I might present to tho public.— 
After having got tho statemont, I deemed 
it duo to tho causo of truth and to many 
individuals who have suffered from tho wan­
ton and false representations that this man 
has been so industrious iu circulating through 
tho community for tho past few months, 
that theso facts should be made public, so 
that those who know of spiritualists through 
this man, might also know of his character, 
and heRco could give such weight to his tes­
timony as in their judgment it deserved, 
and to show what kind of an instrument, 
some of these potty evangelical retailers of 
so-called spiritual truth wtro using, when 
they exulted with such seeming joy, and pro­
claimed tho speedy overthrow of tho facts of 
spirit intercourse, through the able and ef­
ficient labors of this Dr. Bly.

Since the publication of his reply to my 
statement, I havo had an interview with Mr. 
Harriman, and he re-affirms all I stated in 
my communication, and assorts that ho can­
not be mistaken in tho man. He pro­
nounces the statements of Mr. Bly as un­
qualified falsehoods and is ready to testify 
to that under any circumstances. He says 
ho had some respect for the - gentleman, but 
now, such a glaring want of integrity, as he 
manifested in his reply, has destroyed all 
confidence that existed in his mind for him.

Mrs. Harriman stated to mt that when 
Mr. Bly called at her house, she went to the 
place where her husband was employed 
and informed him that a gentleman (as she 
supposed) wished to see him.

Mr. Harriman gives the namo of another 
gentleman who has received a similar prop­
osition from Mr. Bly, as ho conversed with 
Professor Hoyt but a few days ago upon the 
subject in question.

Is Mr. Bly ready to deny this statement 
and call it a fabrication of mine 7

Is ho ready to deny that he, has made a 
similar proposition to a third person ? Somo 
of us have good reason to suspeot that he 
has, whether denied by him or not. If this 
third person should see the denial of Mr. 
Bly, mado in regard to tho first oharg^o, ho 
will havo good reasons for thinking the 
charge to bo true. The position of Mr. 
Bly’s cdso is this ; my informant re-affirms 
his statejRfiWs with Emphasis, it is corrobo­
rated by tho testimony of his wife, the addi­
tional testimtay of a second person to whom 
a similar proposition was made, and reasons 
to suspect that there is a third person who 
can testify to the same point. I make this 
last statement for tho beatft of Mr. Bly, 
for ' this article is for his welfare as well as 
others.

I might leave tho matter here, for I have 
I think make it clear that what I have stat­
ed was no fabrication of mine, as the sneer of 
this most exemplary person seemed to indi­
cate. when ho says, “if there is such a man.”

But I purpose to notice his reply at more 
length, for I write for a double purpose, viz., 
to state the facts as thoy ooourrtd, and to 
show how unscrupulous the means used in 
opposition to the phenomena of spirit inter­
course have been, by those who have been 
the immediate instruments and those who 
have occupied a position a - little higher in 
the community, but . really have borne the 
same relation to more publio operators, as 
did the monkey to the cat in the fable. I 
have this also in my favor; Mr. Bly Rust 
hear me, for he has not tho noisy, unthink­
ing rabble from the streets, who are ready

community that need the sErvices of Mr. Bly " 
with the weight of chaiactEr that appears to 
be attached to him, they had Setter heed the 
recommendation contained in the last half of 
the 6th verse of the 18th chapter of Matthew, 
as more profitable to them. *

e r. Bly claims*  to be an expounder of a 
‘true and rational spiritual philosophy,”—now 
I give it as my opinion, that according to the 
position lie has assumed in his reply, and all 
the facts I can gather in regard to him in this 
exposing matter, he is a most true and faith­
ful representative of that old spirit which the 
Christian Church honors so highly, for they as­
cribe to him all the manifestations from the 
spirit world, in so much as they admit of no 
other; and give him free access to earth sphere, 
and deny to his royal antagonist, Jesus Christ, 

any power to make himself tangible, while 
the terrible foe of mankind “goes about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour,” 
and those who are anxious for a more familiar 
acquaintance with Ids spiritualism.-will do well 
to call upon his most faithful disciple, whom 
the church and these'whe are personally in­
terested in saving mankind from the clutches 
of his Satanic majesty,, delighteth to honor, , 
aad pay the high compliment of being famous 
in saving the race from the pernicious influ­
ence of Modern Spiritualism.

But perhaps I am more severe than I ought 
to be upon the Gtntltman, for he says he is 
subjected to much annoyance from those who 
misrepresent him. I am inclined to think that 
he has got a spark of sincerity lingEring some­
where in his nature, a small patrimony from 
the mother who Sore him,and this givEshim pow­
er to perceive that the value attached to his la­
bors by those who compliment him is not de­
served, hence it is not to be wondered at that 
he will be pleased when he can rid himself 
from such unpleasant attachments. The many 
friends he claims among the spiritualists arE 
glad to know that there is this faint glimmer 
of honesty appearing in his fionaon, giving 
evidence that some good spirit from the spirit 
home is whispering to his inner nature, at­
tempting to arouse in him a response, thereby 
effecting a movement towards reformation.

I close this long notice of the gentleman 
with a proposition, which is this, if Mr. Bly 
will meet Mr. Harriman and others hit my 
house without any disguise, just as he was 
when he camo to this city and made the propo- 
■itiion to Mr. Harriman, and they shall declare 
that he is not the man, then I will make that 
declaration as public as I have the fact al­
ready published if he does not accept this 
proposition, he must abido tho decision that 
seems to be so clearly set against him.

I have given moro space to this case than 
perhaps was needed, but I deem it a subject, ot 
some importance, as it involves my ow?, verc, 
racity,—the kind of instruments that are used ; 
hy the opponents of the New Dispensation, 
and more than all others it illustraies in a. 
clear light theprir.ciplE with which I commEncjdj, 
the article that called out his reply, that, Evil, 
carries within itself the means of its own de-. 
strueiien, and sooner or later these meanj.willt 
Se brought into action and assert theiyfpowt 
er.

We have all of us been told that oRfl-felse- . . 
hood needs hundreds of others to m.9ke‘,that 
one appear liko the truth, and after- all it -wiJ 
be a - miserablE failure, while the truth-t^anda - , 
forth the brighter,the more cluaefykUacanT.-. 
nod,—the greatEr number of eiE:lfm6itEa>oea, ■ 
that can be brought to reveal it; - cdso ©o act . ■ 
can befpErfermEd without leavingj.hu tracts of.,- 
its accomplishment, and howeves minute they ■ 
may be, they cannot escape tha, magnifying'' 
lens of tho spirit, befeve whose*  power nil 'llisr - 
fauces Either in space or condition--ctast. .

A. Bl) -PlMHMMK:. 
Lowell, Sept, 18th, 1859.,

Me. EDnon :—HavinsJiWa fewmonftiS-- 
past been a frequent visitor to thEibtOM- 
ness men’s prayer meeting*  - which are -held 
daily- in the old South Gbipel from/lSMo 
1 e’eloek, and noticedi the workings -*>f  
these meetings hi the promotion of sEcta- - 
rianism, I -have felt that1' oomethiag might 
Se done in tho same manner for ihe>pro- - 
motion of the pure - Spiritual truth; I - 
would thereforE suggest that a Eweting be „ 
Established at thesame hour of each day, - 
to be called the business men'*  ^Spirit­
ual social meeting for the. interchange of 
Spiritual thenightti. and - aa you -have - con­
nected with your office a good room for*  
the commencement of such a -meeting, I , 
throw out ihis - hint, hoping thai.yeu and , 
other friends of Spiritual truth, will givo ■ 
it careful consideration. D.

Mr. Andrew Porter of South Daavers, has: 
a squash ia hi*  garden which Girts six feet. ’­
seven inches, being as mudh as a good sized/ 
ox—and it is estimated by Eminent squasBi 
mongers, to weigh one Hunched aad. Mir 
pounds.

leavingj.hu
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SERMON.
LY REV. H. ELKINS, WILLISTON, VT.

“The people, therefore, thatetood by, and heard 
« it, eald'that it thundered; othere eaid,( an aoge 

spake to him !’* John xn : 29.
It is' often the ' case that we behold the 

exemplifications of similar differences in 
opinion concerning events which are obvi­
ously the workings of an overruling Provi­
dence, but whioh some ascribe to secondary 

'causes, which causes aro unintelligent, inert, 

passive and, in and of themselves, impotent. 
Men with different degrees of intelligence 
and reason, standing on comparatively high 
and low planes of thought, and seeing things 
from a different point of view, very honest­
ly differ; for it ia impossible for him on tbe 
low plane to see so far over the vast pano­
rama of nature, as it-is for him who Btauds 
on more commanding heights, having wrought 
his way upward by diligently studying every 
object which he passed in his ascent, and 
who yet must climb infinitely higher before 
'• ” can understand all the mysteries which 

■ ■ Quod in the Universe te ah the ereat an d 
good God has fashioned. Wen judge of the 
aspect and character of every thing from 

. their own stand-point, and they report occur­
rences and events so differently, even when 
they wero eye and ear witnesses, ■ that it is 
no wonder that Berkley and other idealists 
should so calmly oonclude that there is no 
such thing as matter in all God's universe— 
that all .these supposed objective 'realities 
nre subjective idealities evolved in tho mind, 
lord Byron said that when Berkley said thore 
is no such thing as matter, it is ■ no matter 
what Berkley said. Although truth is eter­
nal and unchangeable, yet viewing things 
from different points, that which seems true 
to the man on the low plane, where his van­
tage ground of view is small, where his eye 
cr intelligence oan extend but a little 
distance over tho horizon fif nature, the nmn 
on higher ground knows to bo false, for he 
can see far enough to desory the true con­
dition of the matter. Wo can familiarly 
illustrate this truth. How honestly the ig­
norant Catholic tolls of the great miracle 
performed- ■ by the canonized saints of the 
Homan Church, and tbe marvellous power 
possessed by his priest; and Protestants 
smile at his credulity, and do not even sur­
mise that tho philosopher standing on a still 
higher plane of thought, smiles also at their 
credulity and ignorance, and feels pity that 
a wrong education and false ideas imbibed 
from-their nurses and ministers should have 
so hindered the free, normal growth of rea­
son. And when I speak of philosophers I do 
not mean book-men, merely; for false views 
are often advocated in books, but I mean 
those who have philosophic, reasoning minds, 
and wc often find men who can reason from 
the law of cause aud effeot by their own 
keenness of observing tho phenomena of na­
ture. Ethan Allen, without a book or any 
aid from under heaven, would, . philosophize 
more truly than Jonathan Edwards with ac­
cess to all tho books in the world. He un­
derstood more of God’s nature and manner 
of dealing with His creature, man, than the 
whole evangelical church of America! and 
he was not to be intimidated by threats or 
fluttered by bribes-from the eternal principle 
of truth. Books will greatly aid men to 
acquire or avail themselves of the truth that 
other great minds have discovered, but they 
never can supply a deficiency of intelligence 
and reason, nor ohange sap to brains.

Tho philosopher, who loves and reveres 
Je^:-us and the great truths that he taught, 
smiles at the oredulity of the Protestant who 
believes in tho literal or physical occurrences 

■of’ tha miracles as recorded in the Bible; as 
the Protestant standing od a little higher 
ground than the Catholio, smiles at the cre­
dulity of the lattor, in believing in the heal­
ing and holy virtues of the hair and bones 
of tho old monks and nuns, and the miracles ■ 
th% wero said to perform when alive on I 
earth, and which are said to have bgen since 
performed at their graves; and as the Cath­
olic standing on a little higher ground, laughs 
at the 'credulity of the Pagan-^who' believes 
iih the chhams, donclls,, power and wiidom 

■cf idols. ' Thus ■ ono laughs at the other 

while he who stands on the , true ground of 

positive philosophy ssss truly.. *

THE SPI R I T TJ A
In the primitive ages of the world, 'when 

the race was ignorant of the order ' and sys­
tem of ' the universe, mythology gods were 
supposed to govern the most common phe­
nomena of nature. They bad no thought 
of nature as an existing scheme of order 
and law. Every thing to them was ' super­
natural. The universe ■itself, in all its parts, 
was a vast theatre in which these gods and 
demigods were performing tbeir dramatic 
acts. Their mythological deities wero rac­
ing and charioteering through the sky, en- 
throned-upon the mountain tops, weaving 
and shimmering in the spray of the sea, ex­
haling vapors arid gases from the caves and 
chasms of tho earth, exhibiting their rage 
in terrifio storms, when Jupiter from Mt. 
Olympus sent down his fiery thunder bolts 
to kill whomsoever bad offended him. There 
was something sublime and awful in the idea 
that a thunder shower was produced by a 
god 'whose throne was upon a high moun­
tain, and y?ha shot lightning a thousand 
miles from his ajmighty bow, to kill those 
who had merited his vengeance. All de­
partments of nature bad a god and the in­
habitants walked fearfully lest they should 
offend some one of them. Jupiter might at 
any time shoot them with hi3 fiery bolts ; 
Bacchus might blast or mildew the grape 
harvest. Neptune might let in the sea upon 
them and drown them, or Pluto might blow 
his big bellows under ground and stir up 
volcanic fires, or he might get to scuffling 
and wrestling there with some of his appm- 
prentices, and thereby produce earthquakes 
and shake down cities. In tho deep under­
ground they received the shades of the de­
parted, in the awful realms of Tartarus, alias 
called hell, whero brimstone abounded—this 
they knew, for Pluto used to send up a mill- 
ioli tons at once, whenever he blew a volcano. 
You have all read descriptions of volcanoes 
and know how enormous Plutonian rocks are 
heaved against the skies. Stout, staiwart 
gods were once supposed to do this.

But millions and millions of years before 
men exists upon tbe earth the laws of na­
ture had been in uninterrupted operation, 
had proved their uniformity and stability; 
and in all that Vast tract of ■ ngfs, there are 
no traoes that any miracles transpired, no 
supernatural ceeurrenes, no deviations from 
their uniform course, no violation nor sus­
pension of the laws themselves, no irregu­
larity in thoir course can be designated in 
the traces that aro left. Upon the immuta­
bility of this beautiful order of nature de­
pends the calculations of tho astronomer and 
his capability to determine tho precise mo­
ment of tho eclipses, of the occultations of 
a star, of the transit of the inferior planets 
across the disc of the sun, of tho phases of 
the moon, of tho orbitual motion of comets, 
of the ebb and flow of tides, of the parallax 
of stars, and the exaot place where a star or 
a planet may bo found at a given hour of 
time. The planet Neptune was discovered 
in consequence of tho uniformity of these 
laws, for a slight inclination of Herschel 
being perceived they justly supposed it must 
be produced by tho attraction of a planet 
lying beyond, afid not by a miracle. Intro­
duce spasmodio action into the machinery of 
tho Universe, let it suspend, abrogate, su­
percede, or interfere with the immutable or­
der, let the sun and moon rise sometimes in 
the west and sometimes iu the east, remain 
station'ary “upon Gibeon or in the valley of 
Ajalon,” or retrograde ton degrees to con­
vince an old Hebrew king that ho would 
live ffteen years ■longer, and instead of reg­
ularity and order you have chaos and con­
fusion at once. The grpat laws of Kepler 
and the celestial mcchanism of La Place, 
and the Stella explanations of Le Verner 
would all havo been futile and null; all set- 
ence had been abortive; all nature disjoint­
ed; and tho' God of the Universe unreliable 
But such is Dot the case. Profane and ns- 
tronomioal history running back farther than 
the reign of Hezekiah or Joshua, tells not a 
a word of tho jars in tho Universe said to 
havo transpired miraculously to fuvor the 
Jews. And from the past systematic order 
-of events we may adopt it as a basis upon 
which to found a prophecy, as we may judge 
of the ' future by the present and the past, that 
no interruption,' no grj&J miraculous cata­
clysm will occur. Stability, in the order or 
system of nature, seems, to si me weak aud

superficial minds, to tnnieats that there is 
no overruling intelligence, no guide, no gov­
ernor, as though this stability was an mdi- 
cdttch of weakness rather than of strength. 
They want to see, or have testimony to, a 
spasm to convince them that there is a 
God ! But it is this ' immutability or stabil­
ity of a regular order or law in nature, that 
most impels the philosopher to acknow­
ledge and adore a great Designer. Did he 
witness constant caprice aud no natural and 
reliable ejnnsctioh of cause and effect, then 
we should be at ones on slippery footing and 
would land at la3t we know not whither.— 
But this reliable chain of sequence on which 
runs the permanent will of the Creator, is 
so nice and beautiful, I do not see who, for 
a moment, could doubt tho existence of a 
God. ’

The philosopher, when he listens to tho 
solemn mutterings of tho thunder, heors tho 
voIcs of ono of' God's messengers, who exe­
cutes the electric laws of nature, and tho ! 
voice of a spirit angsl would not have been 
construed by him to bs the noise induced by 
physical causes. “The people, therefore, 
that stood by and heard it, said that it thun­
dered ; ethers said an angel spake to him.” 
Clairaudient votess and clairvoyant sights 
at the present time are referred to mental 
ahherrancy, or to the mesmerbnis of tho 
living, or to odylio currents passing through 
an attenuated atmosphere, as in past centu­
ries ; tho people, therefore, that stood by,said 
it thundered," whon a vctes from heavon ut­
tered, “I have glorified thy namo and will 
glorify it again.” The miracles of an igno­
rant age are accounted for by a true philoso­
phy on the hypothesis, or on the certainty, 
rather, of a spirit realm which surrounds us, 
and whose laws areniecahd fixed, and whoso 
unseen powers are often manifested in start­
ling and paradoxical ways, yet in conformity, 
ever, to the pure, established laws of spirit. 
Tho dull materialist said “it thundered;” 
the ■.f’anatledl and ignorant thought it if di­
vine miracle; tho true philosophy of the 
Bible represents it simply—an angel spako 
to him. In this day, the materialists—I 
mean those, who “stand by"—say, “It is 
mesmerism the bigoted and foolish say, 
“It is the devil;” oHic-rs say “It is God;” 
the only true nsfnitloh is—angels speak unto 
men. The fanatical say, “It is a divine 
miracle;” the angels themselves say, “It is 
wo who, by pusdmattc laws, havo opened 
your spiritual bearing and spiritual sight. 
God’s laws aro fxed, fear not,” say they.

In the primitive ages of tbe world, my- 
thologio gods wero supposed to be the ' cause 
of tho spiritual, as they wero of every other 
phenomena of nature. In aeeornanee with 
this ancient mythology, when the clouds of 
heaven rested upon the congregation of the 
children of Israel—that is, when the weath­
er was cloudy and murky—« tbe place 
where tho cloud abode there the children of 
Israel pitched their tents, “and whether it 
was by day or by night that the cloud was 
taken up they journeyed,” for the sun or tho 
full moon, which was the pillar of fire, which 
lighted the wilnsrhsds and guided them, that 
they Btw—these natural phenomena were 
dserthen, not to tho Universal God of na­
ture, who sendeth His rain and sun upon tho 
just and upon the unjust, but to tho God of 
Abraham, Isaac aud Jacob, the tutelary god 
of the J ews.

Not knowing the meteorology of tho skies 
and observing it to be different than it was 
in Egypt where it never ruins for six months, 
they thought tho variablo weather was ex­
pressly produced by divine and intermediate 
agency for their good. Not knowing the 
philosophy of tides, because they passed at 
low tide, when a high tide swept away their 
pursuers, how easy and natural for those ig­
norant men and women, who had been kept 
grinding fordone (?) at tho wheel of labor, 
who had boen the servile slavos of the Egyp­
tians for over two hundred years, to hsllovs ' 
that Moses was in direct eommuhieatloh with 
God, for he was a man of delshcs, skilled in 
the knowledge of the Egyptians, and knew 
something of the laws of tiature. Let a man 
of scteuer gather our southern slaves togeth­
er and inform them that tho God of their 
fathers had willed that they should be free, 
and th#t he would be known among them by 
signs and great wonders, sud an ihflushec 
could 'bo brought to hsar.upcn their minds
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together with the natural excitement conse­
quent upon anticipated freedom, and tbe 
idea that they were God's chosen covenant 
people, that the ecmmchsst occurrences of 
every day life would bo thought to take 
plaoe by direot and supernatural ag^oy of 
God. I know something of theso tnfldeuees 
by experience. Of all the people on the 
earth at the present day, the Shaker most 
nearly resemble the dhcisht Jews. They sup­
pose themselves to be under tho direot charge 
of the angels of God, and that the Almighty 
himself keeps a strict ond jealous eye over . 
them. His messengers are attendant upon 
their every step, are cognizant with all the 
secret thoughts of their souls, and the least 
deviations from tho religious conceptions 
cheo entertained by Ann Lee, are suro to be 
wafted to the throne and to the ear of the 
Eternal. If an irresistible affinity, or nat­
ural love binds two hearts together in the 
sacramental marriage of tho sou’, why the 
great spiritual serpent that tempted Eve and 
Adam, has also fascinated them, and tho tid­
ings of this awful love are wafted up to God, 
and He ssnnd fevers and dysenteries and 
meddlsd upon his peculiar people, for a branch 
in the heavenly vineyard is cursed, and if 
one member is diseased all must suffer. A I 
terrible thunder shower among them dcarsd 
him or her whose hearts aro well nigh burst­
ing with love, to unveil tho deep and secret 
snare that Satan has laid for their mutual 
ns.dtrdetich, and to dhrdvcl all 'tho silken ties 
which bind their fretted souls iu chs. In 
its deop muttcrings they hear not the beauti­
ful voice of methodm nature, but tho awful 
roar of an angry God calling out from 
amidst the deep, dark, rolling abysses in 
forked lightnings for them to repent and con- 
fssd, confess and repent of a love cherished 
for the creature instead of tho Creator. A 
heavy drought fetches tho whole Society up­
on their knees invoking Him trho presides 
over their nestinlss to let fall a shower of ' 
ruin upon the lands occupied by His chosen, 
holy people. And how many times have we 
watched the clouds and saw them follow the 
line of the high hills which environed their 
quiet village, passing them by, and giving 
no rain. And how we felt our souls sink 
in deep despair, and we would wish that we 
bad never heard the sound of the blessed 
Gospel, then in our ignorance we would not 
have so offended God. At ous time twenty 
acres of heavy grass was nearly cured, and 
we were raking and sseurtng it fast as possi­
ble, when a heavy shower began to loom up 
in the west^nd all appearands indicated for 
us a tremrunods and inevitable dripping. — 
As it advanced the old bishop waved his 
hand to beat it back, and told it to pass by; 
.and strange to relate, (yet no very uncom­
mon cceurrehes, for wo havo all seen the 
like,) it veered to tho south, and whilp^^wo 
got but a light pattering, upon the farm ad­
joining, it poured down in torrents. This 
we sincerely believed was caused by God's 
immediate prcvinsheo and his divine interpo­
sitions which were put on foot at the prayers 
of tho holy man. All these supernatural 
hoaxes and miraculous tntsrfrrrueed, my 
friends, I know all about them, I ha)ve been 

trained and educated right amidst them, as 
muoh as is the GatuHc, or as much as was 
the Jew,—they all aro based in superstition, 
and nothing'-jeut tho knowledge of nature 
and natural faw will save any one from be­

ing .deluded by tho like impostures. The 
Shakers have sacred places that cannot be 
entered safely only on certain days, and 
whoever that iS' not a priest attempts to 
steady the spiritual ark, moots inevitable 
death. Let the ark jostlo ever so badly, 
even if it turns ovilr, touch it not at your 
peril. Many wonder how tho Shakers are 

able to perpetuate such an institution so long 
in tho nineteenth century, the ago of sci­
ence. Look into all your churches and 
wonder how they are able to prrpctddto a 
belief in supernaturalis«! none but the 
Limit-arians aud Spiritualists aro all saved 
from tho fallacy. The Shakers, at least, 
have the merit of consistency in beHoving 
that God takes as much notice of the 'mod­
erns as He did the anoients. Thoy know 
just how far intellectual cultivation can be 
carried without danger of intellectual eman­

cipation. They ' havo no more fear of mod­

ern selsuee then the , Orthodox churches 
have. But they all tremble at the faintest

footfalls of science, and while some assume 
high collegiate advantages for the young, 
they muoh rather koop them pondering over 
old Hebrew, Greek and Latin lore—and this 
they call 'learning—than to excite in them 
a love for science.

But heeddsr there is no outward work­
ing upon nature whenever we tin against 
God, yet within nature, within our own 4 
natures, there is surely a retribution,__
there is surely and moro certainly and 
more inexorably, a certain nnd direct con­
sequence, a fixed penalty which no art of 
the physician can turn aside, which no 
panacea can remedy, no repentance can 
undo, which is not dependent upon the 
physical elements about us, but upon the 
spiritual elements within us. God acts 
not outside of nature, but in it—the place 
for the soul of nature to act. Sin is its 
own avenger. You cant stop its ravages 
upon the soul no more than you can stay 
the tides of the sea or the mutations of ’
the winds. To talk of evading the pun­
ishment, having sinned, to talk of shun­
ning hell and winning heaven by faith 
alone, is the culmination of folly. There ' 
is no need of signal judgments aqd out- 
•ward calamities to fall upon the sinner, 
for the soul that sinneth it shall die or be­
come inactive in virtue and morally stu­
pid. It needs no earthquake, or drought, 
or fever, or cholera, to punish sinners, for 
within is moral lethargy, within is racking 
and raging the fevers of delirium, and mor­
bid humors clog and vitiate tho spiritual 
flow of life. 0, that we could all awaken 
to a more lively conviction of the soul’s 
highest gcod and soar away upon the in­
spirations of a heavenly breeze, mount 
higher and higher up-the great spiritual 
ladder, which Jacob saw, one end resting 
upon primeval nature, and the other pierc­
ing the clouds and reaching ad infinitum, 
not into the natural, but into the spiritual 
heavens. Are we not sometimes listeners 
to the voices of angels and do wc not re­
fer the phenomenon to other causes ?__
Are not we oftentimes prompted to look 
more carefully to our words, actions and 
thoughts, which, though the outgushings 
of honest hearts, yet are often led astray 
because of carslesshess and indifference ? 
Do not holy angels, departed friends, our 
guardian spirits, oftentimes whisper to us 
of danger, spiritual or temporal, and do 
we not incline to echsldsr the rebuke as 
the workings of a too susceptible con­
science ? .

Our text might be made explicable of 
many facts exemplified among men. The 
human mind looking oftentimes upon 
things from a disadvantageous point of ” 
vtrw,hseauss of a wrong education exhib­
its strange frsaks,when■ no doubt sincerity 
lies at the bottom. The unhealthy pro­
clivities of min^wlnch Paul so aptly terms 
divers kinds of lusts, are strangely exhib-. 
ited. Even bad men are often very de­
vout, yet are always mistaken in their re­
ligious Vagaries and faith. The sensual 
mind for instance, cherishes strange views 
concerning the heaven of a future state. 
The Mahomcdan expects to repose upon a 
celestial bed sdrrcunnrd by Houris of ex- 
quipree”hoattty, while odors redolent with 
the sweetest perfumes are wafted on the 
breezes of Paradise. The man in whom 
the lust of the eye predominates and who 
is tickled with the yellow, tinsel finery of 
gold and the bright glare of precious 
stones, talks of the sweet delights he ex­
pects to experience when he enters that 
golden city whose streets arc paved with 
solid bullion, whose gates are pearls, 
whose foundation walls are jasper, upon 
which in successive strata lie the sapphire 
and chalcedony, tho emerald aud sardonyx, 
the chrysolite, topaz, ruby and; amethyst. 
In such a place as that he expects to loiter 
about, and to be satisfied with the good­
ness of God, who has gratuitously provi­
ded him with such a nice place and noth­
ing to do. Even the jockey, no doubt 
thinks of heaven as a hard place, if desti­
tute of horses. The glutton and the tip­
pler are often very religious men in their 
way, and look forward with profoundest 
joy' when they shall partake of the juice 
of the vine in their Father’s kingdom, . 
when the Lord will make . unto them “a
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(v-sI of Jet tilings, a fiust of wine on the i are, .jffff^ti sr r mpre3sionni^duc'3dtl lbihjtihl^^i Ir(■rr.rth. Show me a spirit, let ’m e hert a 
lees; of fat things full of marrow, of 'vine i !y y por, rhemindt o f the ry8tanunrr, a ud d of l UHrit’» vveiCiS1y mee tt the present im^e, nnd 

on the Ivvs well refund f’ and thus they | as hes been supposed, physical feels produced . 
talk in thvir prayers with watvry mouths ¡upon hhv objective world.
end dr-vem over by night, I presume, of the 
glorious gormandizing himv hhvrv is in 
shore for them when they “shuflv off this 
mortal coil.” John Calvin, Jonathan 
Edwards and hhvir clique, if we may orvd- 
it thvir own testimony, entioipahvn a joy 
peculiar to themselves—ih was to look 
over hhv behhlvmvnhs and balustrades of 
hvevvn and svv the awful wrihhings and 
squirminga'iind hear the unearthly aorrhch- 
incs end wailings of tho nemnvn, as they i 
ere hossed to end fro on- hhe fiery ■ waves. 
Thus all anticipate a happiness ho suit 
lhvmsvlves, in accordance with hhvir own 
ideal, in whah true happiness consists. , The er of whom Orih^oxy could vvvr heeah.

For instance, in 
Hezekiah’s cane, instead of the sun'e go. ng 
bank ten n pgrere a nd tbew holo.rctinue ef at- 
trooooiic o ature eeieg revereed, 33 ignoront 
men are apt to infer, the sign was given to 
Hezekiah by a subjective vision, which con­
vinced him ; and that was all that was neces­
sary, and was all that he acked of God, spi­
rit or angel. Admit this and then tho Bi­
ble denies no axiom of philosophy, implies 
no suspension, no abrogation of nature’s 

l laws, which all reliable history admits to be 
1 immutable and fixed as their eternal Law­
Giver.

Dr. Horace Bushnell, tho most able writ-
'5 :

sayb, “If any Christian, the most trveut. bo- 
lteves in a tniraolo'. or a providenco that is 
done outside of all system and law, ho is so. 
far on the way to polytheism. The unity o^ 

God always perishes, when the unity of or­
der and law is lost. And we may as well 
believe in one God, acting on or against an­
other, as in the same God acting outsido of 
all fixod laws and terms of immutable ordor. 
Indeed, I suppose it was in just this way 
that polytheism began. The transition is 
easy and natural, from a superstitious belief 
in one God who acts without system, to a be­
lief- in many who will much more naturally 
do the same.” I do not quote him as au­
thority, but that my hearers may behold how 
much light shineth in profound darkness.— 
He further says, “It used to be the practice 
of theologians to cite the miracles of Christ 
as proofs of his doctrines and even ' the gos­
pel history. To the ootemporarira and at­
tendants on the ministry of Jesus, ho might 
be approved of God by miracles and signs; for 
tei.ig themselves eye-witnesses, they could 
easily beCsure of the facts. But to those who 
saw them not, to us who have heard them on­
ly by the report of history, they can never be 
cited its proofs, because the mapv thing to be 
settled withnis, is the verity of"the facts them­
selves. The gospel history, instead of being 
attested to us by the miracles, has them rath­
er as a heavy burden resting on its own credi- 
hilityi” This is consistent. The history of 
Ecclrsiastioism proves it true. The account 
of the miracles has made more unbelievers 
than the doctrines ofiChristianity' The doc" 
trines would even be regarded ob reasonable, 
were they not associated with legends such as 
abound in all the sacred literature of heath en" 
dom. Instead of the miracl^gof Christ prov­
ing his doctrines, the beauty and sublimity of 
the dootrines themselves, have hardly been 
able to make the greatest thinkers of the 
world, believers of his miracles. In this house 
—in every house of Christian worship, there • 
are men who can much easier believe the prin­
ciples or sentiments taught by Christ, than 
they can believe the miracles. If so how can 
miracles be made proofs of the truthfulness of 
Christ’s teachings ? We challenge the world 
to refute this argument. For instance : If we 
have a doubtful or suspicious witness upon the 
stand, can we substantiate the doubtful testi­
mony of this witness by calling on another, 
whose testimony is still more doubtful, myste­
rious and incredible ? Whatever is good law 
is good theology—for goodness and validity 
whether in law, or divinity, or ethics are en­
tirely- compatible. Now then, if there is a 
cloud of doubt and suspicion brooding over 
one’s mind concerning the great principles of 

, Christianity, can' this doubt be removed by 
citing as proof the miracles wllich are ten-fold 
more incredible P If a man. .tells a big story, 
hardly creditable, should we be more likely to 
believe him if he should tell a larger one as a 
“olinohrr” or proof of the former ? You all 
see that this would be folly. Yet this is the 
very thing that professed Christians are trying 
to do in this day, and which they have for cm- 
taries tried to do in their ignorance and relig­
ious zeal. But we would turn this argument 
preoiseiy,the other side up and show the 
world, first, the beauty, sublimity and truthful­

, ness of Christ’s doctrines. We would say, if 
Christ was delegated by God -b a teacher of 
tnith, which truth, you will admit,apprara rea­
sonable and proper, is it incredible that he 
should be invested with powtr to convince 
men of the great fact of the immortality of the 
soul; that he should commune with spiiii*  P 
and that he should exetcise such control over 

, his disciples that they also should see, hear, 
and be convinced of the same. Not that he 
exercised great physical control over inor­
ganic matter, for that was not necessary, nor 
at all to the purpose of his mission, but great 
power over mind to show and convince men of 
their true destination—a happy and a glorioug

philosopher believes that this world is a typo | 4 

of the future one in many respects, and that >| 
we may spend tho momenta there exploring ( 
the unsealed mysteries of tho Universe, in j 
investigating tho great arcana of nature, i 
and we find that not only reason but tho rev- i 
elation of St. Paul furnishes testimony to | 
sustain this opinion. Ho says, “For the in. , 
visible things of Him from tho creation of the , 
world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things which are made,” which wo ■ sup­
pose means the visible. Man’s ideas are 
modified in regard to all objectivo things, by 
his subjective condition, or his ability to re­
cognize truth. Even his ideas of a God are 
only enlarged ideas of himself. Tho man 
who vindicates the justice of endless misery 
and professes to believe it, is surely tho in­
carnation of revenge and meanness, the very 
foe to the happiness of his enemies (?) and a 
.misanthropist to all who differ from him.— 
Tiiv cannibal who feasts on human flesh be­
lieves in a god whom he fancies delights in 
a feast of souls. The savage who loves to 
glut the flesh 'and blood of animals and loves 
the odor of roasted flesh, slays whole herds, 
as did the Jews, that the sweet and smoky 
incense may rise to tho nostrils of Jehovah. 
His highest luxury and highest conception 
and highest love being roasted flesh, his God 
ho supposes must be fond of the . like deli­
cacies, and he' wishes to ingratiate his favor 
and not incur his wrath, which was awful 
against those who did not pacify him in this 
manner. If the heathen’s enemy offends or 
injures him, he seeks his blood and nothing 
but his bleod will slake tho virulent hatred 
that he cherishes. Herein the man resem­
bles the most ferocious animals, and ho be­
lieves that God entertains the same mali­
cious wrath against all that offend him, and 
hence arise religious persecutions, massacres, 
wars and all the concomitant evils which fol­
low in their train. God, they feel, requires 
the offering o^ their blood, and in the future 
life ■ will crush them forever without mercy. 
When he torments his fellow man, ho does it 
for the glory of God—He is tho means which 
God. employs to extirpate heretics and inf 
dels. Again, the man whose heart is kind 
and forgiving and forbearing and chari­
table and self-sacrificing, he believes that 
the attributes he loves are possessed by the 
great and good Father, and that however dis- 

Fobedivnh and corrupt any one may be, yet at 
any time when ho wishes to return to his 
Father’s house, the tablo is spread with 
choicest viands for his reception, and sweet 
minstrelsy and music shall greet at home his 
wayward steps; that God breathes forth no­
thing but love, and that even his chastise­
ments are inflicted in obedience to the prompt­
ings of the profoundest love and strongest 
desires for the restoration of the sinner.

Now, what has been said must not be con­
strued into disrespect for the comparatively 
bright light possessed by Moses and the 
Jews. God was trnly their deliverer, as he 
will yet be the deliverer of tho African en­
slaved upon our own soil. Rut the power of 
God wroughtWithin the Jewish soul, filling 
it with love and confidence and a brighter 
light than that possessed by the barbarous 
nations around- God wrought upon the 
J ewish heart and not upon the physical earth 
and waters of Egypt and Canaan. As ■ an 
aged Universalist clergymrn onoe said, if 
tradition be true, in regard to Jesus’ mira. 
o’e of the wine, “The miracle was wrought up­
on the people, and not upon the wine,” so do 
I say in regard to all miracles whioh are said 
to have affected the inorganic world. They 

11 wiii believe. Men were some, then, as now, 
j and accordingly wmle somo hesrd an . angel 
■ speak, others said it only thundered. When 
J et^us s w-sisrrufieltd w e rrad thht many o^ the 
- saints arose and went inno the diy anti ap" 
j peared unto many.
I Now who believes that the physical bodies 
of those saints, which were decomposed long 
before this event, constituted any part of the 
irpirsrntahion, and resumed their wonted 
forms of fesh and blood and rnhrird Jerusa­
lem ? Is it not more reasonable and apropos to 
believe that departed saints appeared in their 
spiritual forms or celestial bodies P

This is my conviction, and it is one which I 
shall cherish, as giving to such phenomena re­
corded in the Bible, their true and legitimate 
inrerpierll-ion ; and ff vveh day arrives

j "ben I must give up hht Bible as thr tradi­
! tions and superstitions of men, it will be when 
I must hvlivve that immortal spirits cannot 
hold communion with mortal ones, and when 
all the light to svv, and wisdom to plan, and 
strength to execute, and beauty to edorn, 
which iSv Jews possessed, must be subordina­
ted to a mere textual phraseology, often cum­
brous and crude, but when a true spiritual in- 
tvrprehehien is applied, the loveliest and sub- 
limest truths are symbolized and made to shine 
like the stars of Perseus, which the ancients 
have, in imagination, framed into a oenshvllae 
tior, having the figure ' of a.men, with the head 
of Medusa in one hand and' a sword in the 
other.

THE INVISIBLE ASSASSINS.

( Continued from 3 d page.) ■
“only keep at a distance, so that nobody should 
suspect we -are together. For my mistress is a 
woman of character, and would not for the 
world give rise to any gossip in the neigbor- 
hood.

‘•I make no doubt of it,” said the young 
man, in a tone that implied he attached a fav­
orable meaning to his words.

“Do you show the way, and I will walk fifty 
paces ljehind you.”

This precaution was all the more acceptable 
to him, as it allowed his escort to follow his 
track without exciting the suspicions of the 
beldame.

After threading their way through a number 
of narrow lanes, they at length halted in the 
Rue des Orfevres, one of the most hideous of 
all the streets of that gloomy, damp, and des­
olate-looking neighborhood.

At one of the turnings of the street, form­
ing an angle, rose the chapel of St. Eloi, near­
ly opposite to which stood a house of tolerable 
appearance, but whose door and shutters were 
rigidly closed.

“Young man,” said the duenna, turning 
round to Wide-awake, “ do you stand here for 
a few minutes, while I go and inform my lady 
that you are oemei”

Then, drawing a key from her pocket, ahe 
opened the door, and disappeared in a long, 
dark passage, of which Wide-awake could on­
ly just obtain a peep, before the door had clos­
ed upon her. Being now aware that the de­
cisive moment was approaching, he was feel­
ing in his pockets to ascertain whether all his 
weapons of defense were at hand, when he 
heard his name pronounced in an under-voice, 
and on looking round, he perceived a group of 
ragged medicants and cripples, some of them 
swathed in bandages, others wearing broad- 
leafed hats to hid their features, kneeling as if 
in prayer before St. Eloi’s image. In one of 
these pretended beggers he recognized his 
father, who made him a sign to take no further 
notice of himself or hissa trllitest

It was some minutes before the old woman 
returned, and our hero began almost to fear 
she had an inkling of the snare» that was laid 
for herself and mistress. Presently, however, 
his fears were dissipated by her returning to 
him, bandage in hand.

“Gentle sir,” said she, in a coaxing tone, 
“you.are, I am sure, far too honorable to re­
fuse submitting to a precaution intended to 
shield a lady’s honor,”—at the same time try­
ing to place the bandage across his eyes.

“Nay, nay, good woman,” said Wide-awake, 
pushing away her hand, “let's have none of 
this. Your mistress’ reputation has nothing to 
fear from my tongue; but I hare no relish for 
playing at blindman’s-buff.”

“As you please, Monsieur lv Marquis,” re­
turned the duvona, with a slight shade of ill- 
temper. •

She then opened the door, and made way 
for Wide-awake to go in first, after which she 
closed the door, without perceiving that her 
companion had adroitly managed to slip a 
piece of chord between the door and the door­
post, so that the lock could not play quite 
freely.

They were now inside the gloomy passage, 
where Wide-awake found that he was not 
much wiser for having made the proviso of

darkness to daylight 
young man was too 
distinguish the sur 
no sooner had he

leaving hit eyes unbandaged. In the appre­
hension that the catastrophe of the mysterious 
assignation was perhaps awaiting him at the 
end of the dark entry, he followed close upon 
his guide, to be ready, in case of need, to make 
use of her either as a rampart or a hostage, 
or at all events lo blow her brains out rather 
than die unrevenged. But he soon recognized 
the fallacy of these chimerical fears, on the 
door being suddenly opened, whence proceed­
ed streams of light that penetrated into every 
dark nook of the gloomy passage. This un­
expected transition from 
was so violent, that the 
much dazzled at first to 
rounding objects. But 
grown accustomed to this radiancy, and thrown 
a glance around him, than h£was dazzled in a 
different acceptation of the world.

. He found himself in the midst of a vast 
green house, filled with the choicest flowers 
and gay 'plait-bands, alternating with glass 
plants, luxuriantly studded “with exotics and 
other valuable shrubs. The walls were com­
pletely concealed beneath a thick drapery of 
climbing . plants whose fantastic twigs were 
trained to serve as a frame to several large 
looking glasses, cleverly disposed so as to pro­
duce an optical deception by which this en­
chanting spot seemed ten times larger than it 
really was. Here and there, amidst the clumps 
of flowers or shrubs, were groups of statues of 
a voluptuous character, which, together with 
the fragrant atmosphere, and the gentle plash­
ing of the fountains and miniature cascades« 
had evidently been artfully designed to capti­
vate the senses and lull the prudence of the 
unwary.

Half petrified with surprise and admiration, 
Wide-awake gazed with increasing curiosity at 
a scene which seemed as marvellous to ' him as 
Armida’s garden appeared to the statue of 
Love, Armida herself, or rather the beautiful 
Lady Guilford, whose alluring looks and smiles 
seemed to encourage him to advance.

Having no occasion to depend upon dress 
to enhance her charms, like any mere every 
day beauty, her ladyship had rejected the elab­
orate fashions of the day, which she adopted 
only in public j and whether the better to dis­
guise herself, or from motives of coquetry« 
wore a tight fitting costume, and flowing veil 
that assimilated her to the dame ond princess­
es of the mediteval times. In her hand she 
held a rose, which her taper fingers were pick­
ing to pieces in a charmingly listless attitude.

No sooner did our young hero approach 
the queen of tliis flowery paradise, and bow 
before her, without being able to withdraw his 
admiring gaze from her countenance, than 
she rose, and let fall the flower, saying, in a 
voice so melodious as to vibrate in the very • 
depths of poor Wide-awake's heart.

“Ay, chevalier, what will you think of me? 
And yet I am so little of a coquette that I 
must confess ” Here she dropped her eye­
lashes, and added, in scaicdy audible voice. 
“I was expecting you.”

On hearing this avowal, which, though fully 
expected, sounded ■ vastly flattering, young Le- 
coq forgot the dangers of his situation and 
the mission entrusted to him, and falling at 
the syren’s feet, raised her hands and covered 
them with kisses.

“Rise, I entreat you, chevalier 1 ’ cried sho 
hastily. “Suppose any one should surprise 
us ? Pray be calm, and give us your arm.”

So saying, she placed her white hand on our 
fascinated hero’s arm, and listening with a 
complacent smile to his tender protestations, 
she led the way towards a piece of tapestry, 
which sho Had raised, and then let fall, after 
they had passed. The moment they had dis­
appeared, the old beldame left the hiding place 
from which she had witnessed the whole scene, 
and disappeared in another direction.

(Concluded Next Week.)
'« m

Pediamente.
“MICHoGAJS YEARLY MEETNGOFFBlENDb 

OF FR0GBE88,”
At Ann Arbor, Friday, Saturday ond Sunday, Sept. 

23J, 21th and 35th, commencing at 10 o’clock A. M.
Not a meeting of a sect, bouad by arbitrary authority, 

and therefore shrinking from freedom of thought asd 
poech—but an assembling of men and women, 

Who seek 'the truth .wherever found, 
On Heathen or on Christian ground,” 

and to gain it, welcome the (rank and earnest utterance 
of tho matured thoughts and convictions of any who 
may be present, on the great question« of Reform, Re­
ligion, Freedom, Spiritual existence, and Social order, 
that are moving the world more than ever before.

Let many rncct from far and near, for three days of 
candid thought and well-ordered free speech, that we 
may know better how to aid the rule of Wisdom, Jus­
tice, and Lnvep—hnw to gain that health of soul and 
body so needed for tho advent of “Peace on Earth and 
good will among then* ’’ Come! Orthodox,Heterodox} 
Spiritualists and Materialists.

Able speakers will be present, and itis confidently 
hoped the occasion will be of Interest and importance;

Those from abroad-wishing homes during the meeting 
will call on the Committee oancd below who will see 
them provided for:

WAsmiaoToiA WiBks, BodebtGlaxibb, Di. Kbxloqg, 
A. WlDBNMAHNjL. PULSIPHBBj Q. BfAAQUI. i

MEDIUMS nr BO8IOE,
MRS. E. B. DANFORTH, Examiner end Frtioil■ 

I bcr for the lick Alto healing and dshsloplng and 
, hraucv medium. Addrero No. 19 Oreen it., Boston.

_ _ , oMIm
J. v. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering BeuM Let­

ter*  No. J Winter it. , Boston (over G. Turnbull A Cods 
Irpr good*  More). Tnxs—Mr. M. charges u fee of $1 and 
four postage stamp*  for hl*effort*  tonbUlo an answer. For 
$S he will guarantee an answer, nr return both letter and 

• none/. In thirty dayt from U$ reception.—Metlon rooeiv- 
I ed on Monday*,  Wednesday*  and .-«■'-d.pn is

I Mr*.  BEAN, Writing and Trot Medium. Circles on
fnesday and Friday evenings, (or development and mani- 

1 .estutlGlS. Ng. 30 Eliot street.
Mis*  WATERMAN, Trance, Test and Writing Medlum 

haa removed to No. S Oliver Plane. Hoar*  9 A. M. to 9 P, 
11. Term*  60 cents per sitting.

Mrs. B. □. BURT, Writing and Trance Medlum, No. 2 
Columbia street (from Bedard street). Houts from 10 to 1, 
and from 2 to 7. 2—Nm

Mr*.  LIZZIE KNIGHT, Writing Medlum, 15 Mortgom- 
, ery place, ap one flight of sIuIts, door No. 4. Hoors 9 to 

1 and 2 to 6: Term*  60 senta a seance.
Mrs. SMITH, No. 43 Eliot street, u successful Healing 

Medium; alio. Writing, Developing and Test Medium and 
Spirit-Seer. Circle«, Bunday, and Friday evelllg-.

Mr*.  G. L. BEAN will give her attention to clairvoy­
ant medical examination*.  Room*  BO Elint street.

2i—rf.
Mr*.  Ellex E. Richards, Clairvoyant and Healing Me­

dium, aseistwl by u trance Writing Median, has taken room*  
at 117 Hanover street, Boston.

Tkaxs—For examination nf patient, $1,CO
1—2 tf. “ a communication, 60<te
, Mrs. M. II. Coles, TrMoe Bpeaklng Medium, may be ad­
dressed to the care of Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfleld it., Boston.

Mrs. Pecillis CL*ne,  Healing Meding and Clairvoyant 
' Examiner. Under rpirlt direction, the ha*  prepared a gre-t 
variety of Medicines for tbe cure Gf diseuae, which have 
proved eminently successful. Office at 14 Bromfleld street, 
up stairs. 1—2 tf.

Notice.—Perlons visiting Boston for a few days or longer 
and preferring a private house to a pnblin hotel, can find 
good accommodations at No. 6 Hayward Place, the most 
central and desirable part of the city.

THEODORE PAEKEE’S EXPEBIENCES AS 

A MINISTEB,
With somo account of his Early Lib, and Edueatlon for 

the Ministry; contained In a Letter from him to the Twenty­
Eighth Congregational Boclety of Boston. Price |n paper 
covers, 80 cts., in cloth, 60 cents. Just published and 
or sale by Bela Marsh, 14 Brumfield St.*  
f __________ :------------------------------------------

...... MBS. METTLER'S MEDICINES.

Restorative Syrup-Price $1 per bottle. Dyeentcry 
Cordial—60 cent*.  Elixir-60 ct*.  Neutralizing Mia- 
ture—50 cents. Pulmonaria—$1. Liniment—$1 Ueui- 
ing Ointment—25 cent*  per box. For ' sale by BELA 
MARSH, No. 14 Bromfleld street, Boston. 14—tf

THE SPIRITUAL REGISTER FOB 1859.
Price 10 cents, 1s Just published and for sale by BELA 

MARSII, 11 Bromfleld street, Boston. fl—f

THE BICT ABE untALi-rn

WITHOUT MEDICINB. JAMES W. GREENWOOD. 
Healing and Developing MWllasi, Soin*  Bn. IS Tkasu.-cn 
street, opposite the Museum. Office boara from 9 A. M. 
to 6 P. M. Other hours he wlU visit tbe sick at thdr boos**.

Investigators will And a Test, Rapping, Writing and 
Trance Medium at the above rooms

SPIRITUAL. CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMER­
IC PRESCRIPTIONS,

CAREFULLY prepared by OOTAVIUB KING, Bo­
tanic Apotheoary, 661 Waal lngton street, under Pine Eh ■ 
Church, Bolton.

All of Mrs. Mettler's Medicine*  for sale as above.

DB. J, ESTES,
ECLECTIC PHYSICIAN 'and HEALl^NG MEDIUM. 

Ng. 7 Elint Street, Boston.

LIGHT BREAD,
WITHOUT YEAST OB P0WDEB8.

O*  Hnw to make light delicious Bread with simple 
Flour and Water only.

Merely your address and one dime will ensure ynn by 
return si mail u little bonk nn Healthful Cooking and How 
to Make Light Bread with Flour and Water. only. Per­

sons interested are invited to caU and see this delicious 
bread. TrMrl^thxco Hocse, Nos. 1S and 20 Lagr-Mgs 
place, Boston.

s

•JUST PUBLISHED,
A graphic and truthful NarraUon, “DiggingforCapt. 

Kydd’s Treasure!" By one of the .diggers. Two MiLLio.hb 
or DoLLars are said to be buried within two milts of 
New York city. The Revelation pf the spirit of Kydd thuf 
far proved true. Sent by mall. Prloe 16 nts. Address
J. B. CosxLik, Test Medium, 64 Great Jones St., N. Y.

ÿtbital Carbs.

DB. JOHN UpOOT, MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN,
NO. 30 BOND STREET, NEW YORK.

Dr. S. core*  Pile*  and Cpnoeri without the ns« of the 
knife ct AU mod Chrono Complaint*  treated
with certainty. Hourefrom 9 A M.to 6 PM.. 47

DECAYED ' TEBTH ' PBE8EBVED.
Da. Axxi Browh, 24 1-2 Winter itreet (Ballou’* Bond­

ing), by u new article cf Gold Filling, 1*  prepared to re- 
atnre teeth, however lady decayed or broken, to their orig­
inal shape and itrength, avoiding In most nases'the necessi­
ty of removal

ARTIFICIAL TEETH, on Gold, Silver, Vnloanlte and 
Platlna, with AthelodeOum*,  from $16 to $66. Teeth ex­
tracted by Electricity without extra charge. S—U

ATKIH8’ HEALING INSTITUTE.
No. 22 Lagrange Plane, Boston.

DR. GEORGE ATKINS,' Proprietor.
Thl*  Institution Is established aad ooodacted upon a *y*  

tem unlike any other in Uwncnntry, fUr the aooosmmod-ttna 
of the sick. . .Treatment by CbUrroynt remedies, and heal­
ing by the laying onof handai with board en moderate tens*  

Examination*  made of pall^, pte*nd  or absent. Whea 
absent, a l^M^oEhair I*  . mpGed NM^e thsssiimlloa 
and proscription, when the patient 1 presort, $1; when 
absent, $3. An excellent test Kedtnu taay b*  bond non- ' 
stantly at this plaoe. . 96 k*
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[For the ' Splrilid Age.j 
POLITICAL ACTION.

Messrs. Elitors .:-**Ws  observe in your 
issue of the 'lO.H lift Bn artiole under the 
caption, .“PdUikalaction for Spiritualists,' 
fioit which, trill due difroaoe to the opin­
ions of the worthy Doctor to whom the ini­
tials 0. H. H. point, as well as the editor­
ial • endorsement, wo must beg leave to differ, 
both as 'to the immediate effects, and the re­
mote .consequences.

And first, The immediate effects. That 
two or three hundred thousand njtes, are 
underrthe control of spiritualists, we have no 
reason t^ doubt, but that one fourth of that 
number would be thrown away on such a 
doubtful experiment, we do not believe. In 
a sharp contest for political power, suoh as 
is witnessed at . each quadrennial election, 
every thinking man will • cast his vote in suoh 
way as to be most effective in preventing a 
great evil. To illustrate, nearly every anti­
slavery, man in tho north, thought Gerritt 
»Smith represented their peoulier views bet­
ter than Ool. Fremont, yet the latter receiv­
ed their rotes as the most available. And 
the jneagce roto east for Smith, mado tho 
abolition party look more contemptible in 
the eyes of their op posers than if there hud 
been no political organisation. Again you say 
“The Irish Catholics of the Unwo—are, as 
A body, ignorant aqd degraded, yet clannish 
in thoir. habiU * * * under the direc­
tion their priesssL they .vote almost as one 
Hsa.” Now can any one for a moment sup­
pose, who has the most superficial knowledge 
of the general intelligence of spiritualists, 
that they can be led, like tho “ignorant and 
degraded Irish Cutholiea” to "vote as ono 
man ?” Whore are our priests, that aro to 
jead us to the polls? We have been much 
mistaken, if such results could possibly fol­
low any political organization of spiritual­
ists.

In the next place let us look at the moro 
remote consequences. Spiritualism is a 
great moral movement, whioh to be efficient 
¿n sbaddmg light in .dark places, and, frown­
ing dywp intolerance', bigotry, and supersti­
tion, quist ftUftd sSl»!! from all political or­
ganizations.

Again we ask, what do we want that could 
be granted by Governnwot, were that • under 
pur control ? Do wo desire any chartered 
privilege»? Would we «coopt tribute fiom 
our enemies, had wo the power to compel 
them to pay it? No, every principle of 
sound policy forbids .it, and every good feel- 

the heart revolts at suoH a course.
UF we think wo hear a voice saying, 

“No ore thing could do so muoh towards en­
forcing for Spiritualism a position in this 
country, as tho casting of two or throe hun­

dred thousand votes” &o. Now we for one, 
desire no “position” that two or three hun­

. dred thousand votes could plsco us in—-tho 
, only position we are envious of, is that which 

ja “enforced" by an upright life, kind, and 
virtuous conduutt' rather than the' votes of 
any number of njcn. Is it not tbo history of 
past ages, that every now truth in moral, or 
physical .smewe, has, had to fight its way in­
to popular favor, amid the jeers of tho un­
thinking, ' the sodfifi'o^ the' bigoted, and the 
persecution of tho interested ? And can wo 
expect that spiritualism will bo an exception 

, to this general, nay this,universal rule? Wc 
take the position that it is best for the 

"HoAltHy growth of any greaJt principle, that 

it B^c^^lli fco oxeroisod by this spirit of op­
position.

Look for a ' momenti at . the . earljr history of 
Chridliamiy; the most stringent laws, pur­
suing its adherents even unto death, could 
not stop its onward progress, but investing 

, the heads of its friend« with the glittering 
, mitro, buried its evary true principle so deep 

in the rubbish of materiality, that tho period 
. of near two 'thousand years does not find it 

fully resurrected. ' ' '
Where do we fir I the purest specimens of 

of Christianity ? 'in suoh Governments that 
.shackle it, .with laws compelling its obser­
vance, 'os in England and, most European 
States? Or in this ooiiptry when all aro 
permitted to worship,.aooordiog to the dic­
tates of . their own . c<ccscienec I . '

That a successful issue to a political organ

¿Unmctinents.
[All persons announced as speakers, tinder this hcail 

are requested to use their influence in favor of procur, 
ing Buhscrdhers for, and extending the circulation of, the 
Aob.]

Mua. J. W. Currier will lecture in Bristol, Ct., Oct. 2d k 
Dili i Chickopee, Mas.., Oct. 10:H k 2Jd j Fuxboro, Mas«., 
Oct. 30th , Marbielied, Nov. 0th.

A. B. WniTNd will come East this Full, end will lecture 
in WlllltnaBtlc, Conn., Sunday Oct. 2d and Olli j In Provi­
dence, R. I., 10th, 23d k 30th. Ho will utlcnd calls to lec­
ture week evenlngi. Address to either of tho above places.

Jams H. Shepard Speaking and Seeing Medium jvlll 
amwer calls to Lecture wherever the Friends may desire__
Post Office Address, South Acworth, N. II.

F. h: WADawoi^ni will speak in Byracuse, N. Y., Oct. 2d 
and 0th j in Geneva, Ohio, l0th } in Cleveland, Olijo . 2 id k 
30th ( Milan, Ohio, Nov. Oh. He can bo addressed at the 
Ebon named places at tho times designated.

Mgs. A. M. Middlebrook (formerly Mrs. Henderson,) 
will lecture in Bridgeport, Conn., Oct. 21 and Oth } In Wllll- 
mantlc, 10th, 23d & 30th j In Providence, Dec. 18th k 25th, 
and Jan. 1st k Sth. Applications for week evenings will be 
attended to. She will visit Bt. Louis in March, and would 
request friends wishing to ^^ecure her services od her route, 
to address her as speedily as possiblo at Box 422, Bridge­
port, Conn. I

N. S. Grksnleap Ib ready to answer calls to lecture on 
tbo Bijbbatli. Address Lowell, Mess.

II. F. Oahdixku of Boston, will answer calls to lecture on 
Sundays and week day evenings.

M. P. Fairfield will (peak in Plymouth, Mass., Sunday, 
Oct. 2nd,

Warren CrtABii will lecture tho first Sunday in Oct., in 
Lawrence, Mass.} second Sunday, in Lebanon, N. II,} third, 
in Bethel, ,Vt.} fourth, In .Montpelier, Vt.j fifth, in Marlboro', 
Mass.} Nov. 13th, lu Newburyport} Nov. 20th, Marble­
head) Nov. 27th, Plymouth', Dec. 4th and 11th, in Provi­
dence, R. I., and may be addressed as above.
' N. Frank Whitb will lecture in Mar-blehead, Mass., Oct. 
2nd, Plymouth, Oct Oh k lOlli. Calls for week evenings 
in tho vicinity of this place, or near the route between, will 
lie attended to if addressed sufficiently in advance to make 
tho necessary arrangements.

L. Judd Pardee is engaged to speak at Dayton, Ohio, 
fo." three months from Sept. 1.

E. 5. EeTon will antwer calls to lecturo. Speaks in the 
normal Bii’ltc. Address, South Henson, Mass. 2 Ow*.

Mrs.M. 8. Towhsbnd will lecture in Oct. in Taunton, 
Mass. Nov. & Dec., Vicinity of Boston.-Jan., Philadel­
phia.

Dr. 51 av itew will speak till tho end of October In North­
ern Minnesota. The frlc-jfis in St. Anthony, Minneapolis, 
Osceo, Anoka, Monllcflllu, 8t. Cloud, Northfleld, Lakeville, 
Faribault, and OiratonirE, with any others desiring a visit, 
will write to me, cere of Doct. E. Post. St. Paul, their sev­
eral wishes shall bo attended. .

Mrs. FANstr BunnanK FeltoU will lecturo in Lowell, 
the live Sundays or October} and tho four Sundays of No­
vember iu Providence, R. I She will receive calls to lec­
ture on week evenings In places In the vicinity of where 
sHo lectures Sundays. Address until October 1st, Wil­
lard DarncB Felton, Portland, Maine ■

Miss A. W. SrRAtiUB will spesk at Binghamton, N. Y., 
the two first Sundays of Oct.} at Chicago, 111., the two 
lost. At Fond DuLnnc, WIs., the two first Sundays in 
Nov.', the two last at Milwaukie, WIs.} the month of De­
comber at Bt. Louis, Mo., and the two last Sundays In 
Jan. at Terre Haute, Ind.

Mibb. Emma IIahdieos will lecture In St. Louis during 
October} and New Orleans during December. MissHar- 
dingc returns to Philadelphia and the East In March, 1800. 
Address 8, Fourth Avenue, New York.

Miss R. T. Amkdet, 82 Allen street, Boston, Trance Speak­
ing Medium, will answer calls for speaking on the Sabbath 
and at any other time the friends may desire. Address her 
at 82 Allen street, Boston, ly-Bhe will also attend funerals.

Loring Moody will lecture In Worcester, Oct. 2d, Natle, 
Sunday, Oct. Bth, aud on intermediate weekday evenings 
In neighboring towns or villEges. lie will act as agent for 
the Aoe and Banner; and also ' auswer calls to lecture.— 
Address, Maiden, Mass.

II. L. Bowkrii, Natick, Mass, will give lectures oE Spirit­
ualism and its proofs, from iutuittoE' for bucIi compensation 
elwvo expenses as generosity may prompt.

G. B. Stkehn’s speaks on Sundays through tho year at 
Ann Arbor, Mich, i and will answer calls to lecture In that vi­
cinity in the week.
' Mbs. M. Macomber, trance-speaker, will receive calls to 
lecture. Address at Olaeyvllle, R. I. 17-—Jm-

ization would give us more nominal friends, I 
have no doubt, but tha*  suoH hypccriticai 
parasites, would be of any real benefit to the 
cause . of truth, is, to say the least, problemat­
ical. Let us be content with the unparal­
leled progress that has been, and is now mak­
ing , and let tho future . make the experiment 
if they think best.

Our plan for correcting political abuses 
would be .to infuse as muoh truth in the minds 
of politicians, as the soil would bear, and 
trust tbo rest to Providence. a. j.

Now Brighton, Sept. 14th, 1859.

Twenty-five Cents will secure a copy 
of the Age for three months, on trial.— 
Within that time our new and tHrillirgly 
interesting spiritual story, Minnie the 

Medium:, will be completed. Send in 
your names!

$4« HJars js
ANTHBOPOMOHPHI8M DISSECTED AND

SPIBIUALIBJ \IaVI^^M1Ed’ BY DIX'

When man Lb taught that his spiritual Is, as his physical 
nature, governed by fixed laws, then superstition will die, 
nnd a rational system of mcutal philosophy prcvull In­
stead. Price In paper covers, S6 cents} In cloth 60 cents. 

i8—tr.

A HEW SPIRITUAL . BOOK .I
TWELVE MESSAGES FROM THE SPIRIT JOIIN 

QUINCY ADAMS,
Through Joseph D. Stiles, Medium, to Joslah Brlghnm. 404 
pages 8vo. Price $1.50. Just published and for sale by 
BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfleld St. Boston 0—tt

•JUST PUBLISHED. 
ANOTHER IMPORTANT BOOK BY A. J. DAVIS !

The subscriber lms just Issued a new work, written a few 
weeks since by Mr. Davis. In preparing his matter for the 
Philanthropic Contention at Utica, he wrote out several 
suggestive ideas respecting the Cause and Cure of Evil, 
or how to “overcome evil with good,” which was the 
great question before that memorablo gathering of think­
ers and philanthropists. This new production Is entitled 
•THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OP EVIL;
WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR UORfl BNN0DL1N0 

. 1N STiTUT IO K B iRD 
PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION.

Single copies at retail. 30 cents, bound In cloth, 60 cents. 
On receipt of price, the book will be sent by mall, postago 
free. Quantities at wholesale, with reasonable discount, 
sent per order to all parts of the Union.

Address the Publisher, BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfleld 
street. Boston. 41-~U

THE GREAT HARM0NIA, (BY A. J. DAVIS,) 
IN 4 V0L6.

Vol. I,—THE PHYSICIAN, price $1. Vol. II.—THE 
TEACHER, price $1. Vol. III.—THE SEEK, price $1. 
Vol. IV.—THE REFORMER, price $1.

The publisher has recently issued the Fifth Edition of 
the above popular works of Mr. Davis, and is ready to sup­
ply all orders promptly, either at wholesale or retail.

Address BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfleld St., Boston.
11. M. has also publirHM new edltlm« of the following 

excellent works of Mr. Duvls, vl»s—
The Philosophy of Special Providences—A Vision,

Price 15 cts.
The Harmonial Mian; or, Thoughts for the Age, 30 ccs. 
Free Thoughts concerning Religion 15 cEs.
The Penetralia; being Harmonial Auswers to important 
Questions, $100-
The History and Philosphg of Evil, 30 cts. and 60 cts.

A liberal discount will be made when taken In quantities. 
18tf

FREE LOVE AND AFFINITY.
A Discourse delivered under splrit-inilucace, by Miss 

Lizzie Doleil, at the Melodeon Boston, Sunday evening, 
March 20,1869. ^Hcaographically reported by James M. 
\Y. Yerrlntor. Prictf 8 cents each, or $5 per hutuircd. This 
discourse contains much good advice, and was listened to 
with very general sa^i^^ftciC^l*  BELA MARSH, Publish­
er, 14 Bromfleld street, Bcstcn. 16—tf

MYSTIC HOURS,
Or, Spiritual Experiences of Dr Q. A.UeDMav. Con­

taining the more remarkable manifestations end communi­
cations that have been given through him, with names of 
witnesses, Ac. Price $1.25. Just published, and for sale 
by BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfleld st., who will mail it to 
order, to any part of the United States within 3000 miles, 
freo of postage. Orders solicited. 25tf

WOODMAN'S REPLY TO DR. DWIGHT.
A New Edition of this excellent work, is just pub­

lished. It has been carefully revised end stereotyped, In 
order to meet an increased demand, and Is put at the low 
price of 20 cents per copy. A liberal discount at wHolo- 
sste.

BELA MARSH, publisher, 14 Bromfleld street, Boston.
31—tf

PUBLIC ORAL DISCUSSION.
Spiritualism. and the Opposition, at Hertford, between S. 

B. Brittan,and Dr. D. D. Hanson. Trice 38 cents. Mrs. 
Hatch's Discourses on Religion, Morals, Philosophy and 
Metaphysics. Price $1.00. Tho MlBtike of Christen­
dom; or Jcbus end his Gospel before Peul end Christian­
ity. Price $1.00. Just published, end for sale by BELA 
MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. 1- tf

RICE'S SPIRIT MEDICINES.
Purifying Syrup% Price $1,00 per bottle. Nerve Sooth­

ing Elixir, Price 50 cents per bottle. Healing Ointment, 
Price 25 cents per box. Pulmonary Syrup, Price 60 cents 
por bottle.

These Medicines have ell been tested end can be relied up­
on j they oontaln no poison. They are all prepared from 
spirit directions by "Wiliam E. Rick. For sale by BE- 
L/i MAK3II, 14 Bromfleld street, Boston.

HENRY C. WRIGHT'S BOOKS.
Marriage and Parentage, or, the Reproductive Ele­

ment in Man, as a means to his Elevation end Happiness. 
Price $1.

The Ut^^elcome Ch^td; or, the Crime of an Undesigned 
Aud Undestred Maternity. Price In cloth, 45 ccnts; In paper 
covers, 30 cents.

A Kfss for a Blow; or, a Collection of Stories for Child­
ren, showlug them how to prevent quarreling. Price 38 
cents, IllusSratod e^Htion, 62ceuts.

The Errors of the Bible Dembnstrated by the Truths 
of Hature; or, Man’s only Infallible Rule of Faith end 
Practice*.  Price in cloth, 38 cents; in paper covers, 25 cts.

The above ere for sale, et wholesale or retail, by BELA 
MARSH, No. 14 BrcmfleldBtreeT' Boston. 41-^—^

ESOTERIC ANTHROPOLOGY
By T L. Nichols, M. D. Price $1.00. A new supply 

of this valuable work is just received end fbr sale by 
Bole Marsh, No. 14. Bromfleld Bt. June4.^f

A. C. Robinson, Tranoe-8pcakcr' will receive oells to 
lecture. Address et. Fall Rivor, Mess.

Rev. John Pierpont will receive cells to speak on Bplr- 
lttalism. Address, West Medford, Mess.

Benjamjn Danforth will answer cells to preach on An­
cient and Modon BplrituuUsm synonymous with tho Qcspel 
of Christ as bo nEdotntA.Dd« it. Address et Boston.

THE .SICK ARE HEALED

WITHOUT MEDICIVR. JAMES W. GREENWOOD, 
HoaUisg end Developing Me^WM, Room*  No. 15 Tremont 
BTroot' opposite tho Mvse«m. Oflce hours from 9 A. M. 
to 5 P. M. Other hours he will vi^t fo sick at thoir houses.

Investigators will find a Tost, Rapping Writing and 
Tiana Medium et the above rooms.

THEODORE PARKER'S RECENT PUBLI­
CATIONS.

A Sermon for the New Year; What RellKlon may do 
for e Man; to which is added Mr. berkor’s Farewell Letter 
to his S^ii^^y. Price ( conts. . ,

Parker} Two Sermons on Revivals; end one on false 
end True Theology Price 8 cont« each.

> Parkor's Your Bc^oes preached in the yearly Meeting 
of Progressive Friends, at Longwood, Pa., May 80th end 
31st, 1868. Price 1- cents; also his speech delivered et the 
Now England Antt-Slevory Convention in Boston, Mey 20, 
1858; on tho Relation of Slavery to e Republican Form . of 
Government, and also, his Foimth of. July S^i^oin^a tho 
effect of Slavery oa tho American People. Prior 8 ccats 
each. Sermon of Immortal Life, .Fifth Editioa' 10 ceaU.

For sale by Beh Marsh, publlsherl4 Bromfleld Street.

To the Honorable Senate 'and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in Urneral 
Ct^tirt assembled t
Tbo undersigned, committees of tho towns of Hanscn and 

Hanover, hereto duly authorized by tho votes of said towns, 
respectfully represent, that by tho Special Laws of 1702, 
passed Fob. 22nd of that year, and emended la 1850, rela­
ting to tho “tuklog tho fish celkd Alewlvee,” In their pas- 
“sago up Indian Hoad Rivor (so called) &c.," that the timo 
aamod ia tho 21 Secctloa of said Act, for opening, end keep­
ing open the sluice ways through or passage ways round 
the severel-dams across said stream is too early In tho sea­
son for said fish ; Wo therefore pray that said act mey bo 
so modified end emended as shall confer upon the committees 
of tho said towns, or e major part of them, tho power to 
control tho time for opening end keeping op*a  the said 
sluice or passage ways, tho timo not to exceed 40 days, for 
the passage of said Ash up said stream ; And aho, that ao 
fish shall bo taken for salo, until e sufficient supply, (in the 
judgement of said committees,) for the propogatloa of said 
fish, shall hevo gone into tho ponds above, after which, 
said ways maybe closed , and that such other acf. mey be 
passed as may be deemed necessary for the put poses above 
named.

EBENEZER B. K. GURNEY, ) Committor 
ELIJAH CUSniNG. > of
WILLIAM BOURNE, - ) Hanson.

BENJ. F. BURGESS, ) Committee
■ WILLIAM WHITING, > of

MARTIN T. BATES, ) Hanover.
I hereby approve of tho publication of tho above potitioa 

ia the Spiritual Ago and tho Ablagton Standard.
OLIVER WARNER, Sec’y of the Committee. 

Secretary’s office, Boston, Sept. 20,1850.
HanBoa, Sept 10,1859. a5 4w

J. V. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering sealed 
letters, will visit the pIintiplo cities Soath end Wcet, du­
ring tho fall and winter. Letters addressed to him at No. 
3 Winter stroot, BcHcll' will rocoivo his attention es h«ro- 
tufjio. .

TERMS —Mr. M. charges a fee of $1 and four pos­
tage stamp*  for hie efforts to obtain aa answer. For $3 
he will guareuteo ail auswci, or rotura both letter and 
money in thirty days from its reception.

0L“Mr. Mansfield will act as Agent for tho Sfiiutual 
Are. * ■

Boport of aa Extraordinary Churoh Trial, be- 
'ing a Detailed Account of overwhelming Testinion) , giv- 

eu by Sectarians Against all leading Reform aud Reform­
ers, with tho Summary Eioceedlngs oa tho part of tho 
Trosecution, aided by several Respectable Citizens, after 
aa Irregular Rendition of the Verdict.—Coaservatives 
versus Progressives.—Photographically Reported aud 
Prepared lor Publication by Philo Hornes. Price 15 
cents per copy, and sent to any part of the United States 
freo of pottage. Quantities at wholesale, with reasonable 
discount, soat to order. Address tho Publisher, Bela 
Marsh, 14 Bromfleld street, Boston.
All tho Books and Pamphlets of Theodore Parker, the 

works of A, J. Davis, and ell other Reform Publications, 
for sale as above.

Sept. 24, 1859. i-2 tf

MEETINGS IN BOSTON.
Meetisos at No 14 Bromfield St.—A Spiritualist meet­

ing is held ovory Sunday morning, at 10 1-2 o'clock, and 
afternoon at 3. Conference la tho evening et 8.

A Conference Moetiug is hold every Monday evening at 1 
3-4 o'clock.

The Brotherhood hold weekly meetings at 14 Bromfleld 
street, on Thursday evenings at 8 o'clock. Persons sympa­
thising with this movement, or desirous of obtaining infor­
mation respecting it, are invited to attend.

THE REFORMER'S JOME,
For tho accommodation of Spiritualists and Friends of 

Progress, et moderate charges, is centrally located at 100 
Lake St., Clovelaad, Ohio. Office of tho Vanguard and 
Gem. 22

TO LECTURERS. ......
Tho undersigned here^kivtd no ico that he, is authorized 

to sell tho sccncry of tho spirit world, painted by^he lato E. 
Rodgors while iaau ontrantod steto. There are*  over thirty 
sceiies, with e pair of dissolving \*ew  lanterns, said to be 
equal to any ia tho Ui ited Steles. A good lecturer .would 
find this e rero opportunity to advance his own lutorests and 
the cause of Spiritualism. E^?t^-^i^^hir^A' particulars,I will . 
tend ono of Mr. Rodgers’ circulars to Any ' goatlomea who 
may desiro, as said circular gives a good idea of tho ..nature 
of tho scenes, Any informatioa la regard to the m.^uierof 
showing them end tiie terms of sale, will bo given by

B. M. NEWKIRK, Laporte, IpjI.

POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE-
(For pupils of both sexes) 69 W. 19th st., N. Y., reopened 
Monday, September 6th. Two boarders can be accommo­
dated iu tho family of tho Principal,

3—2t. A. T.

READINGS,
Persons sending me a small portion of their writing may 

have a description of their looks, character, mental and 
physical condition, with right business and conjugal 
adaptation, and all such matters as require Intuition or clair­
voyant perception. Terms for a full reading, $3; reading 
on a slugle point, $1. Business applications will be .re 
celved, and persons assisted in making changes and get­
ting situations. Office, 7 Davis street, Boston, where I >may 
bo found on Saturdays of each week.

II. L. BOWKER.

NEW OBA^FFENBEBO WATER CU^E.
Mrshrp. EdiTous—I see» in the Benner a notice of the 

New Grae»frenberg Water Cure, and I wish to add a roc- 
cmmendatica of this pleasant, convenient, well adapt­
ed and woll-supplied osteblishmeat to our frioads who 
need rest, or physical renovating and recruiting.

Tho proprietor, Dr. R. Holland, isoot oaly in full 
sympathy with tho greatspiiitual movements of the» time , 
and most advanced systems of treatment of diseases, 
but is himself a medium, with very strong healing pow­
ers. Although his establishment U one of tho oldest, 
largest, end most convenient in the nation, yet since it 
hes hetcmo known that tho proprietor is a Spiritualist, 
tho superstitious and prejudiced part of tcmlnunitj 
avoid the place, and endeavor to prevent others from 
goiEg thoro, as they would to circles and spiritual meet - 
iage, lost they should become boHevor«; and on this 
account the establishment is not as full a*  usual this 
season, which makes it all tho uioro convenient for those 
who sojourn there. It should bo known to our friend*  
that this ostahlishmoat is, and will bo, conducted by the 
proprietor iu etcordaato with the highest and boat 
principles of tho spiritual philosophy; and spirit aid 
and advico will bo sought end used ia tho ticaluient of 
diseases, when tho patient« wish it.

The largo and convenient huildiugs aro pleasantly lo . 
ceted ia e nook between tho hills that surround Utica,
N. Y., about ffro miles from tho city, and surrounded 
with abundance of wild fruit, shade trees, and pure wa­
ter ;aad tho pleasant company and spiritual sympathy 
meko It aa exceedingly attractive placc—^ much so 
that w« almost wished wu wore a littlo sick, to furnish so 
excuse to stay a few wook?, and feed on berries, and 
peddle in put o water, &c. Waubun Cuasr. ••

Utica, N. Y., Aug. 17,1859.

Oaeh . Rocclvod on Subscription.

All moneys received oil subscription, will he acknowledged 
uador this head. For any failure In this particular, tho 
porsoa having sent tho money should write us, that It may 
bo ascertained whether the fault is ours, or that of tho P. 
O. Departmoat. TIiIb Is our only method of receipting for 
money on subscription, unless specially requested to tho 
contrary. It le much more toaveaicat for us, and.will be 
safer for subscribers,

Money enclosed la tho prosoaco of a Post Master, may bo 
soat at our rlBkj fnit tho' writer should specify the dtnomi- 
nation of the money enclosed, and if paper, oa what 
bank.

LIT/■í’crrospolldeEtfl should be particular to write thrir 
Nemos, Bobt Office aedrela, County and State, in e 
plain legible hand, upon every letter sent us.

QTT Any person wishing the direction of his paper cheng- 
od, should bo particular to specify, as above, the placc 
where the papeir has iieee sent as well as the place to 
which he desires It to be» changed.

Subscribers. P. O. Address. Amt. Pd.
Wi^i I*  Clark, N Abington, Ma.ss $ 1.00
M It Brown Ft (.loud, Mian .25I) F French, ashington, N ii ,25C A French, 6. 25
MisB French, Il 25Z S Story, It 25Janies Dudley, Worcester, Muss ,26
J CusHuiau, DcrnertUtowa, Mass .25D State, .6 .25
Edgar Swoot, Pcughqu^tg, N Y ,25
M A Macomber, Watoham, Mess .25W Cook. CAzenoviA. N Y Í25
Ara Lewis, N Stockholm, N Y ,25
Delia .Mana, Claremont, Minn ,25
Ebon Lanibort-- S Dover, Maine ,25
Thomas Koating, ii - ,25
Wm Downes, << ,25
Ge»rihom Clark, ,25
Sarah Hamilton, Cambridge, Me ,25
Franklin Prior, Tysoa Fu.-aaeo, Vt 1,50
i) H Swallpw, << ,25
15 Wilder, ,25
1 Sargeant, ,25
S Smith, H .23
Kuiily J Groen, Age Officc 2’,00
William Fox, EHillipstou, Ma*s ,22;
Samuel E Legate, Durham Bei>twlck,CM’2,00
It T .Hailoy, Hjuth Wferc, N ii ,25
Mips E S Swasey, Latoaie' N 11 ,25
John Eray 2d, Ogdomdmrg, N Y ,25
R 1) Soorlo, 25
Mrs M F Wiekc, Tronton, N Y ,25
Mrs Lois Lovol, ,25
Mrs C F i owere, <4 ,25
A Buratrager- Del pHi, 1rd ,25
J II Dewey, .75
P Cole, West Moaroe, N Y ' ,25
A 11 Whiting, Bjocklia, Midi 1,(10
II Adams, Somervilli-, Mens § 2.66
D G Yose. Belfast, Mo 1,00
R A iluutca' MarsHell, Mich 2,00
S Coggswoll, H 2.00
J RatisHaw, ii 1,00
CHes Delia, 1,60
Go’o O’Keefe», << ' 1,00
Devid Road, So Wardsboro, Vt ,25
Lovi Leonard, Evansv ille, Wis ,25
Henry G Spencer, it . ,25
Lewis Spoacor, ,25
Honry lie. ior, it ,25
Jas ii SHopard, So -Acworth, X Ii 1,00
C F Howard. roxboro, Mess 1,00
Mrs S U Koith, So Bridgewater, Mass ,25
Frank Mooro, BingHem, Mo ,25
C B Bickford, Beiirsmoiit, *‘ ,25
Wm Boad. P’roetoroville», Vt ,25
Thos Middleton, Wood-'took “ 2,00
A Russ, Woloott, u ,25
I T Vincent, Cudy’s Fells, “ ,25
M G Bundy, Hyde Park. “ ,25
G G Bundy, i; ,25
Hoary Taylor, Montague, Mess .25
F A Gilbert, Ware, “ ,25
Hannah Squierp,
lionj It Mitchell, Kingston, “ ,25
ilonry Lawrence, W Barnstable, ‘ ‘ 1,00
S G Miner, Lacoaia, N 1I ,25
J 1*  Uoodoy, *• ,25
Euiuia Semplo, »25
Eli/a Chapmen, ,25
Millor Lewis, No Stockholm, N Y ,25
Cyrus Bradbury, lln|H‘deio, Milf’d, Ms 2,,K)
Jos Mulliken, Loximyton, Mass 1,00
W D Eafstorbjook, Prineo»vile, 111 ,,15
Ii Maye, ,35ä
Fisher Doherty, Crawfordsville, Iad 1,U(f
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A Book of Thrilling Iatorost for the Young!
THE Pit EM /AT UR E DECAY OE YOUTH I

Just published by Dr. STONE, Ehysiciea to the Troy Lung 
and Hygienic Institute, e treatise oa tho Early Decay of 
Amoritea Youth ; the*  Yice of self abuse, and its direful 
consequences ; Seminal Weakness, Nervous and Spinal 
Debility, uad other diseases of tho» Sexual Organs in both 
Malo and Female.
Tho above work is oao of the most thrilling interest to tho 

Young of both Sexes ; detailing some of the most thrilling 
cases and incidenta, La tho practice of tho» Author, poiatiag 
out the great causes for such decline aud decay of AmeiicaE 
Youtll. <

Tho Book is writtea In chasto language and should be road 
by every Parent aud Ouardiau that Has tho least solicitude 
for the» welUbeing of of^i^^iriEg.aEd youth. It will be scut by 
med ia e sealed eavolopo to ony part of the tcuutry' freo of 
chargo, on rectlpt of two (3 cont) stampS'fcr postage.

HTTln view of tbo awful destruction of Human lifo end 
HeeltH, by marasmus or premature*  exHaustioa aud decay ol 
the norvous system, caused by sexual diseases, sucH as tho 
vice of Self-ebuso, Somiaal weakness, SperinAtorrhuee, 
SyjHilUs end vlruleatífffot'.icas, Gleet, Lnpoteaci, Leuoor- 
rhicr end Sterility, and organic diseases of the Kidneys, and 
in view of tho deceptions which aro practicEd upon tho uu- 

; fortunate*  victims of suoh diseases by quacks eud base pre- 
toaders, tho Directors of tho Troy Lung end Hygienic Insti­
tute Have lnstiucted tHeir attending physician to treat thU 
ell-porvading class of modern maladies so i/reductivE of 
Eulmonaay Consumption. THe Institution iB provided with 
tHo aids of tHo most improved practice o f Franco, England, 
end the Oriental countries ia order to insure tho utmost 
and speedy success. Tho most scrupulous regard to coafl 
dunce and fidelity will bo guaranteed every petieat and ap 
pllceut THo modiciaes used by the Iustitulion are guarua 
te»e»d free from Mercury, Minerals and Poisons of every r.e 
ture. THe most approved medicines, of recent discovery, 
imported from India and Jepan—uad concentrated ia tbo 
form of Extracts end Alkaloids, are elono usod—our reme­
dies will not expose, aor sicken nor debilitate under any cir­
cumstance. ' THo Institution Has tHo Honor of treating as pe 
tloats some of tHo most dlstiaguiieed mo.i iu tho (T^’lt^d 
States. Patients can et ell times be treated by letter and 
cured at Home», oa receiving e lull statemeat of tHeir symp­
toms, and modicinos can be soat by mail or express to any 
pert of tHo Uaitod States end the Canedes.

YOUNG MKN suffjrlng from theye .1 ireful ills, will ro • 
ceivo for $5 a series of HoeltH Rulva and perfect Charts ol 
cure», which will bo to .Hem a true Polar Star tHrougH lifo

Ttt FEMALES.—Tho Monthly Pills, propared by tho Ia . 
Btltution, aro a aevor-fuiliag remedy for Suppresions of ovory 
nature, will be seat by mail to any part of tho country on 
tHo receipt of $1, with ample instructions for the uso, under 
ell cIrtum8taatoe. ,

Address Da ANDREW STONi*,  Physician to tho Troy 
Luag and Hygienic Institute, and Physician for tHo dis­
eases of the Heart, THroet end Lungs, 00, Fifth 9t., Troy, 
New York. n5 ly

BY nutrition
IjCRtK' (tho Vital Forces) without Medicine I
M*£ aliHA>U^ - fuo*  °^afonnatian” respsctlng tho Now 

Method of Cure, sent to you for 1 dime.
Addren*  iaBoy Sunderland, Bc|toU' Mass.. 312t.


