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For the Spiritual Age. 

■SPTR.TTTTAL.TSM OF SOCRATES AND PLATO.

In our previous article we showed the Spiritualism of Soc­
rates to be something different from the interpretation of Prof. 
Felton, who cited the Athenian teacher as great, good and 
glorious, but not of us in the spiritual fold. It was seen, how­
ever, that the ancient sage believed in guardian angelic influ­
ences, interchangeably termed Demons or Gods. We proceed 
to see what was this phase of belief, to the mind of Plato, the 
pupil of Athena’s wisest son. ' .

Plato received the religion of his day, of the different de­
grees of the tutelary gods. And though not sufficiently me- 
diumistic to be cognizant, in his own person, of the special 
guardianship of a good and wise Demon, as was Socrates by a 
more open and interior light, yet Plato believed in the general 

■ government of souls, Demons, Gods, as of spirits of less or 
greater development. He says of God, that He is “ the be­
ginning, and end, and middle of all things, and him does Jus­
tice ever follow, the punisher of those who are deserters from 
the divine law; and close upon her attends, in a humble and 
orderly manner, he who would be happy; but he who is lifted 
up by high boasting, exalting himself through his riches or 
honors, or the fine form of his body, and having his soul in­
flamed with insolence, is left deserted by the deity.”

Of Demons, he sayS that they “are of a more divine and’- 
excellent race than men;” and quotes “Hesiod as a wise per­
son for asserting that the road to wickedness is smooth, and 
offers itself to bc passed through without sweat—as being very 
short; but that

Th’ immortal gods have before virtue placed 
The sweat of labor, and the road is long 
And steep that to it leads. At first ’tis rough, 
But when you reach the top ’tis easy all, ' 
Although it was all difficult before.”

Plato speaks of the “ Demon of each person,” but he gives 
ns no insight into the ontwronght objectivity of his own. He 
speaks “of Gods or Demons by whatever name they may be 
called,” and thinks that he who does not learn and practice
divine things, “ will never become either a god, a demon, or a ' 
hero among men, competent to undertake seriously the care of ; 
mankind,”—thus showing that gradation of spheres, as out- ! 
wrought in the soul, which possessed, as Plato believed, al­
most boundless capabilities of unfolding, and of rising in its 
glory in proportion to the beauty of its life. He speaks of 
“ Soul as God and Goddess, that leads everything in ' heaven 
and on earth ; that, since a soul, or souls, good in every vir­
tue, are seen to be the causes of all these things, we will call 
them Gods.” '

Of the soul in its changes, he says, “ it is borne along ac­
cording to the order and law of fate,” each one rising or fall­
ing, according to its character, on a plane of many degrees,— 
“ the more unjust fall into the places below by the name of 
Hades,” till changed to a higher estate by “ mixing with di­
vine virtue.”

.How this old Gentiledom shames the darkness of our dead 
churches, which scarcely have a twilight gleam of a life be­
yond the tomb—clinging to the resurrection of the dead body, 
which eludes their grasp through swift chemical mutations of 
vegetable and animal growth, as the course materialwise of 
all the earth.

It appears that ancient Gentile Spiritualism was not exempt 
from that lower phase of development, manifest in all ages, 
and in all religions, and known as sorcery, witchcraft, or in­
cantation. Plato speaks' of “ sorceries, incantations, and the 
so-called bindings,” which are supposed to have been the same 
as mesmeric operations, and used to enthrall the ignorant in 
base superstitions. These evil manifestations, Plato is as se­
vere in condemning as the Jewish medium, Moses—even ad­
judging these workers of iniquity as worthy of death. It is 
only in the present day that the science or the philosophy of 
these things is understood by superior spiritual unfolding ; yet 
how few, even in this age, are wiser than Plato—who, as we 
have seen, fully admitted the imponderable world, yet had no 
conception of the causative conditions that blended that world 
with this. He says, ■ “ Now these matters, and all relating to 
things of this kind, it is not easy to know how they exist in 
nature, nor if 'any one did know, to persuade others.” ’

It is only the advanced Spiritualist who is able to lift the 
veil of all past religions, and to show the law and their mode 

• of being. There is now more light, and

“Even Gods must yield,—religions take their turn.”’

The soul being immortal, was itself considered a “ God, and 
altogether superior to body,” and, continues Plato—“ that 
there is nothing but the soul which causes each of us to be in 
this life the very thing we are, and that the body, like an im­
age, follows each of us : and that when we are dead, being in 
reality immortal, but called by the name of soul, we depart to 
other Gods, to render an account, as the law of our country as­
serts, full of confidence to the good, but very fearful to the 
bad.”

Here ends all from Plato that is pertinent to spirit-inter­
course, or to the Demon conscience of Socrates; but from 
Xenophon, another'disciple, we have something more to say.

C. B. P.

For the Spiritual Age.
PROGRESS.

As the scroll of time unrolls from the bosom of eternity, new 
and startling truths are written in characters of living light 
on every page ; new not in their nature or principles, but in 

.their development to, and acceptance by, the human mind. 
From the great heart of humanity still goes forth the unceas­
ing prayer, (the true aroma of spirit) for more light upon the 
principles which shall harmonize man with his brother—po- 

i litically, socially and religiously; for more light upon the 
! dimly recognized doctrine of his immortality, and thc"condi- 

i tions of that future and fadeless realm. Will not that prayer 
I be satisfactorily answered? Foregleams of that better land 
I already Tall aslant upon earth’s weary, care-worn pilgrims, 
j inspiring cheerfulness and hope, disrobing death of its terrors

and the grave of its gloom.

The doctrine of spiritual intercourse, in its onward march, 
not only obeys but illustrates the great law of steady and un­
ending progress, which you appropriately term a “common law 
of the Universe.” Young America, not yet out of her teens, 
and still subject to some youthful antics, Old England with 
her hoary head and time-worn institutions, France with her 
versatility of genius and excessive etiquette, Germany with her 
love of philosophy and transcendental proclivities, Switzerland 
with her snow-capt hills and deathless love of freedom, Ara­
bia with her drifting sands and wandering tribes, Italy with 
her love of pastoral life and roving minstrels, Norway and 
Sweden with their perpetual snows and rock-bound shores, 
China and Japan with their once ceaseless but now broken con­
servatism,—all tribes and nations now reach forth the hand and 
long to give the fraternal grasp to their distant brothers. The 
Harmonial Philosophy properly received and duly practised 

i has a tendency to lessen these unhealthy antagonisms which have

i
1

too long separated man from his brother.
Christ the father and founder of a new age, the age of phi­

lanthropy, and his early followers, did more to evangelize the 
world during the first three centuries of the Christian era than 
has been accomplished by that class of persons since. With 
the decay of what has been termed miraculous power, Chris­
tianity gradually lost its influence over the hearts and lives of 
the human race. Then followed that period which all histo­
rians have united to call the “ Dark Ages.” The pall of night ! 
shrouded the moral and intellectual powers of man, the true i 
principles and spirit of the Great Teacher shone with but a I 
dim and imperfect lustre, through the useless forms, unmean­
ing ceremonies and distracting doctrines, with which they 
vainly strove to keep up thc credit of the church of their an­
cestors and of their adoption. For a long, long period the so- 
called religious teachers have been abroad at their own risk, 
having lost, or rather having never had, the proper credentials 
with which to give force .to their mission. To supply this un­
fortunate defect, they wholesale and retail those dogmas, which 
were bequeathed from the above named rude and darker age. 
Are not miracles again needed to convince man of the sim­
plicity of the truth as it is in Jesus? That a supreme love 
of all truth and the practice of righteousness is the essence of 
true religion ? Their surroundings however have been and 
still are somewhat unfortunate, inducing a greater love of par­
ty than of truth ; the noble and elevating sentiment, “ We 
ought to obey God rather than man ” exerting apparently but 
a feeble influence. Whenever religious truths present greater 
evidence of their genuineness than those they are wont to give 
as inferential doctrines from the teachings of the Son of . 
man, the former, in accordance with the laws of evidence and 
of mind, will supercede the latter.

Owing to the above fact a great want has long been felt— 
a large class of intelligent minds have not been met by the 
ministrations of the so-called sacred desk. Many, for the os­
tensible purpose of retaining their caste, give liberally of their 
substance to maintain a religion which they mentally reject. 
Their interior being not only requires additional evidence, but 
that too of a more sensuous and demonstrative kind.

And now, forsooth, while the inhabitants of the immortal realm 
have found means of freer, fuller and more general access to’ their 
earthly friends, some tauntingly ask, “are these. Spiritualists 
Christians? Do they believe in the fundamental doctrines of the 
Bible ?” We pity the ignorance and can forgive unasked, without 
a mental reservation, the bigotry which prompts the above and 
other questions of a similar nature. What the family connec­
tion is between this kind of religion and that which asked 
“ can any good come out of Nazareth ?” we will leave for others 
to decide. Others cry, “ hold, you undermine our superstruc­
ture !” So far as your edifice is built of truth which has 
emanated from the Great Positive Mind, we cannot possibly 
harm either it or you. We behold from the plane of thought, 
which it is our good fortune to occupy, that all truth is not 
only one but harmonious. There can be no two truths antag­
onistic ; none in geology in conflict- with any in the Bible, none 

in the Harmonial Philosophy at war with either. There are 
about ten hundred millions of human beings on this little plan­
et; nearly one-third accept the teachings of the Nazarene; 
About two-thirds of this one-third are claimed by the Roman ' 
and Greek churches, leaving from seventy to one hundred mil­
lions for the Protestant sects, whose names are legion, for they 
are many, who not only protest with great violence against the 
so-called mother church, but also against each other. Now I , 
respectfully submit, whether these unrighteous antagonisms can : 
be successfully neutralized without a new revelation or some : 
better method of interpretation of the old ? Is it not possi- ' 
ble, yea highly . probable that your heterogeneous systems are 
a compound of truth and error, good and evil, light and dark- ' 
ness, order and chaos, the latter in too many instances greatly 
preponderating.

If we do not greatly mistake the “ signs of the times,” the 
common people are determined to look into this matter anew. 
We are friendly to a full, free and impartial investigation of 

the whole premises.
“ Ve different sects who all declare, 

Lo, Christ is here! Lo, Christ is there! 
Your stronger proofs divinely give, 
And show us where the Christians lire! ,

Your claim, alas! you cannot prove,
’ Ye lack the genuine mark of love!”

The theme is one of transcendent greatness, into which an­
ciently “ angels desired to look,” and as the stream of time 
flows onward that interest becomes more intense and all-ab­
sorbing. Is it possible that we have retained a hypothesis 
sufficient to explain all the remarkable Spiritual phenomena, 
which have existed among every tribe and nation on the face of 
the wide world? Can man’s immortality be demonstrated to 
the senses of some, and to the satisfaction of all earnest en­
quirers after truth on this heavenly theme ? If so, then we 1 
hold a most valuable key of knowledge, and our responsibility 
is proportionate to the position we occupy. Life, the life of 
the spirit, is a great and startling reality. The next life, so- 
called, is only a continuation, an outgrowth of the present. 
The impress of every good or bad act becomes indelible. Pen­
itence can never fully erase a bad deed, for the laws of mind | 
are inexorable. But while this fact is admitted, how cheering ! 
the thought, that there is an attractive'force constantly draw­
ing all towards the Source from which they sprang, and that 
this will continue while the wasteless ages of eternity roll on. 
If a person enters college ia advance, one entering in the usual 
way can never reach the first, other conditions being equal. I 
will say then, with Socrates, if the soul be immortal it should 
be cultivated with the greatest dilligence and care, as the ef­
fects thereof may extend through all eternity.

Franklin, N. II. J. Elliott.

For the Spiritual Age.

HYMN OF PROGBESS.
[The following hymn was composed for- a Christmas celebration in a 

New England village, and is now published for the first time.—Ed. Age.]

Not in vain are all the ages 
With the blood of martyrs strewn,— 
Not in vain in history's pages 
Is their great endurance shown; 
For the light that led them onward, 
Shining clear from all the past, 
Still will guide our human vanguard, 
While humanity shall last.

And, encased in scatheless armor, 
We can toil with hand and brain, 
And from every syren charmer 
Can our wandering feet restrain; 
While we listen to the chorus 
Pealing from their far-off homes, 
Ahd their presence stealing o’er us, 
Round our darkened pathway comes.

And we rise to purer manhood, 
Climb to higher planes of thought, 
Thinking how they in the van stood _ 
While their noble deeds they wrought.

“ Peace on e«rth and lasting blessing” 
Peals along the course of time, 
And with chorus still increasing 
Bolls the symphony sublime. »

For the Spiritual Age.
CONTENT.

BT PROF. T. H. CHIVERS, M. IX'

There is a Bird of Paradise,
_ Sits in Affliction’s cage,

And sings its heavenly melodies 
To man, from age to age.

This Bird of Love is called Content,— 
From Paradise was driven;

And, in this land of banishment, • 
Sings the sweet peace o^ Heaven. 

Villa Allegba, Ga., April 10, 1850.

Life is what we make it. Let us callyback images of joy 
and gladness, rather than those of grief and care. The lat­
ter may sometimes be our guests to sup and dine, but let them 

J never be permitted to lodge with us.

For the Spiritual Age.
THE MEANING OF WINGS.

“ Should we represent angels with wings ?” is a question not 
difficult to settle, if we are clear as to our intention in the rep­
resentation. If we mean to give portraits, or ideal portraits 
of the actual constitution of the superior Intelligences, we 
shall doubtless omit those graceful appendages, since nothing 
is more probable in nature, or positive in experience, than the 
fact that spirits do not possess wings, in their usual and normal 
condition ; though nothing appears to preclude the idea that 
they may assume such a shape at pleasure, either by impress­
ions on the mind of the beholder, or by actual extension of 
the spirit aura into the form of wings,—as they assume the 
dress and features of a former state, for definite purposes.

If. however, in giving expression, by Art, to spiritual ideas, 
not indeed as literal, we do, as artists have ever done, use sym­
bols to convey thoughts which could not otherwise be expressed 
without words, we certainly should not sin against taste, nor 
against truth, to put wings to our swift messengers, more than 
he sins against both who uses verbal figures of speech.

The “ winged lightning,” the “ winged winds,” the “ hand 
of God,” the “ eyes of faith*,” and ten thousand other ex­
pressions that give sensible forms and features to things pure­
ly "impersonal, and to the unlimited Infinite, are pictures to 
the mind, as distinctly out of the sphere of fact and possibil­
ity, aS wings on the shoulders of an angel. But let a man 
attempt to pluck his speech, and strip it of all imager}', and 
he will see in its bald, stiff deadness, how idle and absurd is 
the protest against symbolism in Art, which can never convey 
any idea not purely sensuous, without conventional forms.

It will be well to remember that angels were not in the 
habit of sitting for their portraits when the conventional form 
of them was adopted, and that artiBts had no intention to give 
us actual features of ministeiing spirits, but only to express 
certain complex ideas, which the simplicity of sculpture and 
painting could not express so clearly, if at all, without symbols.

Wings were given to the cherubs that covered the “ Mercy 
Seat,” to the angels in Ezekiel's vision, and to the lions of 
Daniel. By a figure often repeated, the Hebrew poets gave 
wings to the Supreme Being himself, and had it not been un­
lawful to attempt an image of Him, their artists would have 
undoubtedly represented him; for the description of the “ vision 
of God” in Ezekiel, is but a verbal picture of the Assyrian 
Divinity, with the winged lions, winged bulls, and wheel within 
wheel, the sacred circle which was the symbol of eternity, as 
sculptured on the palace walls of Nineveh.

The Egyptians used a winged circle, or globe, for the Di­
vine image, essentially the same as the winged heads in He­
brew sculptures, known as cherubim. The Egyptian figure 
bore the wings of the scarabee, or sharded beetle, to signify 
the doctrine of immortality, or the idea of the spiritual resur­
rection, because the beetle rose from his shroud, and the seem­
ing death of his worm-state, to a winged new life. The same 
thought was expressed by thc Greeks in their beautiful Psyche, 
the personified soul, by delicate butterfly-wings, and for the 
same reason. That man must be a very gross utilitarian who 
should think Psyche’s wings absurd because she could not fly 
with them.

The Assyrians adorned their cherubic circle of the Divinity 
with the immortal wings and the tail of the dove, the sym­
bol-bird of Mylita, the Assyrian Venus, as of the Greek and 
Boman 'Venus. By the circle which symbolized the Infinite, 
unending Cause, the Creator of the spheric universe; by the 
wings of the death-conqueror who rose from his tomb to give men 
assurance of immortality ; and the plumes of the heavenly dove, 
symbol of renovating love, the deep-thoughted old Pagans 
of ancient Nineveh figured their triune God, and gave the cap­
tive Jews a palpable image, for the basis of their once inex­
plicable visions.

But wings have another and yet more popular significance, 
in Art as in language, and one which accounts for their use in 
portraying angels. They mean jleetness, and were used to 
designate a swift courier, or anything moving with rapidity. 
Mercury, the messenger, and errand runner of the Gods, had 
little wings on his heels, on his cap, and sometimes on his 
wand or caduceus. It is scarcely to be supposed that any hu­
man being imagined them for actual use, or intended that we 
should so receive them. Yet a similar misconception has made 
dragons and winged snakes from the symbols of the old faith,■ 
that put the wings of fleetness on that swift creature which 
had already become a' symbol of the creative wisdom.

All language is crowded with this use of wings ; and . besides 
the inevitable tendency of a figure so well defined and univer­
sally understood, to be brought into art, with its popular sig­
nificance, the sacred use of the wing symbol -in Jewish repre­
sentations of angelic beings, would be a warrant for its use in 
Christian art. To those who look on the Bible as the only 
light from that other world to which we are moving, it would 
not be strange if the symbol was confounded with fact, and 
those divinely directed casts and sculptures were considered as 
truthful transcripts and inspired portraits of heavenly beings. 
Certainly no believer in the inspiration of Moses could pro­
nounce those representations of angels as “ absurd,” which 
were modeled under the direct superintendence of God.

To us, who recognize in them conventional figures older than 
all history, sacred or profane, founded on obvious relations be­
tween thought and symbol, they are far from shocking the 
taste,' or damaging natural truth. We do not seek zoological 
history in the realm of symbols.

THE SPIRITUAL BODY.
[Extract from “ The Human Soul: A Discourse by E. M. Wheelock.” 

See notice inside]
How beautifully exact is Paul’s analogy between the growth 

of grain and the resurrection of the spirit of man. As the ,
body of the seed drops off and perishes, while the germ within 
expands itself, .and clothed in a new body, rises into new light 
and life; so when the natural body fails to perform its duties, 
it drops off from the soul, and the man rises .in complete hu­
man form, into new life. But now take the old Jewish dogma ■ 
of raising dead bodies out of the graves. What do we see? 
The seed decays, the germ goes off without any body, or form, 
for an indefinite and unknown number of ages, and then re­
enters the old seed, which, by arbitrary miracle, is re-created 
to receive it-! Did you ever hear of grain growing in that way ?

* I trow not. Ah! This is not the immortality of the Bible, as re­
vealed in the words of Christ, and set forth in the philosophy 
of Paul. This is one of the shreds of . Judaism, marring the 
fair mantle of a higher faith. You will find no such phrases 
in Scripture as the “disembodied dead” or the “resurrection 
of the body.”

Do not profane the holy thought of immortality by a sup­
posed rebuilding of the rotten carcase'of flesh and blood. Do 
not look forward to being a bodiless, half-man, shivering 
through the long ages, until you are dressed again in your 
old suit of clothes. Do not go with your cold and cruel 
creed, foul with burial smells, to the friend saddened by the 
loss of a fund and faithful heart, and dare to whisper"such 
consolations there ; do. not go to the mother weeping over her 
lost little one, and weigh down her spirit by a still heavier woe.

How truly. and for all time, spake the Lord, “Ye do make 
the word of God of none effect through your traditions/” 
Yes, the traditions, the husks of traditions, void of the golden 
grain, which the very swine would refuse, and which are yet 
offered to the multitude to stay their spiritual famine! No 
wonder for the leanness of the old churches, no wonder that 
they shrink from investigation, and tremble at the faintest 
footfalls of science, and answer argument by proscribing in­
quiry, and calling bad names, and frightening nervous old 

ladies.
No wonder that the popular theology has well nigh become & 

phrensy! For it begins by fracturing the idea of God into 
three pieces, making of each piece a person, and of each per­
son a God, so that thought and speech quarrel; while the lips 
speak of one, the minds thinks of three. And it ends by mis­
taking our clothing for ourselves, by changing the solid, human 
soul into a “ kind of ether,” with no)“ rest for its foot” until • 
it re-assumes its mortal dust. / \

How grandly above this va’ue Jewish guessing which 
changes man into a ghost, anddenies positive, personal human 
life to the soul, iflaking--it live - nowhere, and nohow, till the 
“ dav of judgmcnt'J^rise the teachings of Christ, telling us of 
the resurrection of the man, immediate ou the death of the 
flesh ; and the philosophy of Paul, setting forth that as the 
germ is within the seed, so within these material and tempo­
rary forms is found the Spiritual Body, already winged and 
plumed for flight:!

These glorious truths; First, that the human soul is not a 
“breath,” or a smoke-wreath, or an “ether,” but a substan­
tial, spiritual-body—a real, immortal man—clothed upon with 
matter for a temporary and especial end, that so it may be in 
and of a world of matter ; and secondly, that when uncased 
by death, from its swaddling bands of flesh, it passes at once 
into the realms of spirit as a real human being, perfect in 
shape, feature, and personality, and as much a part of created 
nature as a flower or a bird; these glorious truths, I say, 
have never been without some kind of witness in the world. Job 
believed them. Socrates, believed them. “How shall we 
burj- you?” said Crito to Socrates, before he drank the poison. 
“ Just as you please,” replied Socrates, “ if you can only catch 
me.” Socrates knew better than that he should be buried ; 
he viewed death as an open door, through which he would pass 
into a higher life. Said he, “ I am never tired of telling 
Crito that the body is not Socrates.” And he advises those 
who believe that the soul is au essence, or an ether, “ not to 
reside, after death, in any bleak, open land, or their souls will 
be run away with by the wind !” Excellent advice. It is 
high time such windy dogmas were blown out of human sight.

There can be no human life, in this life or any other, with­
out a human body and form,—an organic structure. “ Think, 
if you can, of earnest affection without the glance of the eye, or 
love of authority without the gesture of command, or eager­
ness without legs, or the repose of a being who has nothing to 
sit upon, or the intelligence of one without a brain, or hia joy 
without a face, or his tenderness without a heart.” And when 
you have thus amputated and thrown away every part of the hu­
man organism, ichat is left, answers to the popular definition of 
the soul,—it also answers to the popular definition of nothirnj-
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THE BATTLE STILL RAGES !
The world is proverbially unappreciative and ungrateful. 

The world of - anti-Spiritualism is no exception to this rule. 
The immense and self-sacrificing labors of the Cambridge Pro­
fessor of Greek, during the past year,—put forth in abnormal 
orations, country lyceum lectures, Spiritualist meetings, the 
columns of the Boston Courier, and in a voluminous pmate |. 
correspondence,—to deliver mankind irom the “stupendous de- j 

Jusion” of modern Spiritualism, seem to have fallen useless and ; 
unacknowledged. The opponents of the “monstrous infatua- ■ 
tion,” alike with its “ dupes,".appear to be quite unaware that I 
“the delusion is passing away, the imposture becoming stale," : 
and equally oblivious as to their indebtedness to the self-coin- ! 
placent Professor for so important a result. i

Within a few days, our attention has been called to a series 
of the most vigorous assaults which have yet been made upon : 
the advancing truth, by parties of the highest standing- in the : 
literary and theological world,—none of whom seem to have 
dreamed that their work had been rendered wholly superfluous j 

by the achievements of the heroic and modest Grecian. We pro- j 

pose to notice the more noticeable of these attacks—having room, 
however, in the present article, for but a brief general char­
acterization. i

REV. IIENIIY WARD BEECHER. j

First, in the N. Y. Independent, of the 4th inst., Kev. : 
Henry Ward Beecher makes a trenchant assault upon the 
“ Prophecies” of modern Spiritualism, called out by a recent 
statement of Judge Edmonds. IIis reverence indulges in a j 
column and a half of that pungent sarcasm aud sledge-hammer 
rhetoric of which he is one of the greatest living masters. It 
co happens, however, that the Judge's statement which provoked j 
this display of clerical zeal for the exclusive credit of Scrip­
ture predictions, had no reference whatever to prophecies or I 
anything prophetic. He merely affirmed, in substance, that 
some friends of Mr. Keyes, assistant engineer on board the I 
steamer Ariel, received intelligence of the safety of that gen­
tleman, through the agency of spirit-friends, some time in ad- j 
vanee of news through mundane channels. There was neither I 
prediction nor pretense of it, in the ase e — which fact leaves | 
the reverend - assailant in the ludicrous attitude of belaboring 
a man of straw !

REV. DR. PEABODY.

Secondly, the Portsmouth, N. H., Journal, of Feb. 6th, 
publishes a sermon delivered in that city the preceding Sab­
bath, by Rev. A. P. Peabody, D. D. (a Unitarian Divine, of high 
standing) agaiust spirit-intercourse. The Rev. Doctor begins 
by conceding an adequate scientific basis for the probability of 
spirit-efmmndife, in these words :

“ It is to me entirely conceivable and in analogy with known facts, 
that a human organism of peculiar impressibleness should, through 
this all-pervading medium [mental electricity], receive impressions 
without words, (and that even beyond and far beyond the limits of a 
consulting circle,) and should thus be able to levy contributions on near 
and even on distant minds.”

If so much be true, (as it undoubtedly is), how can splrlt- 
intercourse be avoided or prevented?—unless it be held that 
disembodied minds are shut up in some far distant locality, 
and so thoroughly insulated that even mental electricity or 
thought, cannot pass the walls of their prison-house ! Can an 
enlightened and liberal-minded divine entertain so degrading an 
idea of the spiritual state?

The Doctor proceeds to urge that, if real, there is “ evil 
and danger in this intercourse;” but the arguments he produces 
are common-place and threadbare, characteristic of a timid con­
servatism, a weak reliance on traditional authority, aud a nar­
row view of tha bearings and relations of the whole subject. 
Vide tho followlng¿*enteeces :

“ If it had been Go .l's design that we should attempt to open new ave­
nues to the unseen world, if it were fur our highest benefit that we 
should attempt them, I cannot but believe that he Who came from GoJ 
and heaven, would have opened them for us. Whether they are real or 
imaginary avenues, the silence of the Gospel with regard to them con­
vinces me that God would have us leave them untried.”

Is not the same “ old-fogy” argument equally good against 
the mariner's compass, the ocean-steamship, the railroad, the 
telegraph, the newspaper, and all the appliances of modern 
science and art to the facilitation of intercourse and the exten- 
sifd of human knowledge? Should not the silence of the Gos­
pel with regard to the discovery of America, and in relation 
to railroads, telegraphs, and .newspapers convince us that “ God 
would have us leave them untried ?” When shall we see the 
end of such absurdities ?

, Besides, how can this reverend divine be ignorant of so pat­
ent a'fact as that Jesus did “open for us” the avenues of 
spirit-intercourse, both by instruction and by example. He 
himself conversed with Meses and Elias, then centuries de­
ceased, inviting his most intimate disciples to the interview; 
he was often visited and strengthened by angels (spirits) ; and 
he promised to be in the midst of, and to manifest him­
self to his disciples whenever two or three of them should 
meet together in his name; and he repeatedly showed himself 
after his own decease and communicated with his friends, and 
assured them that they and their successors should be sharers 
of the privileges he had attained. In what more complete or 
effectual way could he have opened for us the avenues to com­
munion with the ascended ? But enough for this singularly 
weak performance. _

harper's MAGAZINE.

Thirdly, the editor of Harper s Magazine while indulging (in 
the February number) in some for the most part just and valuable 
observations on “ Mental and Moral Pauperism,” exhibiting in 
a true light the evils of -those prevalent systems of training 
which fail to make men think and act for themselves, illus­
trates his own “ .mental and moral pauperism” by referring to 
“the monstrous delusion'kof Spiritualism, and repeating (with­
out credit) Prof.- Felton's worn-out fiction that

“ Whatever view may be taken of the assumed facts of Spiritualism, 
it is certain that they have not been observed by their believers. If 
the faculty of observation had beon fairly exercised, the worst efeots of

Spiritualism would not have occurred, namely, its effects in pauperising 
the mind—in making it close shut to the most obvious truth, and wide 
open to the most ridiculous error—skeptical in the wrong direction and 
believing in the wrong direction, and leaning for spiritual support on a 
nonsensical materialism whose tendency is to corrupt as well as to be­
fool.”

Had Harper's editor taken pains to think and investigate 
for himself on this matter, and made the acquaintance of some 
of those paupers and fools he so affects to despise—instead of 
accepting the unreliable testimony of the immoderate Grecian 
—we think he would have seen the palpable non-relevancy of 
his citation. If Spiritualism does not tend to produce inde­
pendent thinkers and severely rigid observers, we should be 
pleased to know what will ; and if they are not to be found 
among its advocates, we would like to be informed where to 
look for them.

. TIIE NEW ENGLANDER.

The fifth assault to which we have alluded comes through 
the pages of The New Englander, a ponderous Quarterly de­
voted to the exposition and defense of New Haven Theology. 
The writer begins by admitting the reality of at least some of 
the alleged phenomena of Spiritualism—declines undertaking to 
account for them, on the ground that he is “ not bound” to do it, 
—thinks “judges, lawyers, physicians and clergymen,” are 
incompetent to investigate it, and that their incompetency is 
in the ratio of their eminence in their several professions,— 
turns it over to the exclusive attention of the “ natural and 
mental philosopher,” who must expect to “ give years” to its 
study, “ for no good will come of superficial dabbling in it, 
only evil,” (let the hasty Cambridge savans notethe rebuke!)— 
and solemnly urges all impatient people to “ await” the dictum 
of the great unknown (probably unborn) expounder. In the 
mean time, this pleader for delay of judgment very mod­
estly and consistently proceeds to submit his oivn verdict on the 
matter, in some half-dozen labored propositions which he claims 
are “ so manv complete and independent arguments against the 
truth of Spiritualism” ! From which wo are compelled to 
conclude that this “judgmentizer” is, by his own showing, either 
a supertici.il dabbler in what he does not understand, or a 
very “ Daniel come to judgment.” An examination of his six 
“ arguments” leave* us not at all in doubt which of these he is. 
Bat we have not room here to recite them. Suffice it to say 
that he manufactures for Spiritualism a theology which few if 
any of its adherents will accept—imputes to it a logic which 
everv rational Spiritualist will repudiate—and ascribes to it an 
Influence and tendency which their constant experience con­
tradicts. Of course, he thus finds it an easy matter to .pro­
nounce against its claims. But what signifies such a decis­
ion ?

TIIE WESTMINSTER REVIEW.

The last but not least onslaught, which we shall now chron­
icle, is a raking broadside from the stately Westminster Review. 
Upwards of twenty pages in the January’ number of this mon- 
■arch of criticism are devoted to “Spirits and Spirit-Rapping.” 
The writer stows somewhat extensive reading, little philoso 
phy and less candor. In professing to give a summary of the 
“facts” of Spiritualism, he carefully passes, over those charac­
teristics of the phenomena which afford clear proof of spirit­
agency, seizing upon such features as can be most readily 
turned to ridicule, reciting even these with a tone of unbis- 
gulseb incredulity, and dwell.ing largely upon the alleged “fa­
naticisms” of believers. These last, from the “Mary Newell” 
hoax to the “ Mountain Cove Movement,” and the birth of a 
“ Motive Force” that “ would not move to any purpose,” at Lynr. 
Tower, are elaborately set forth. Great weight is also accord­
ed to the numerous but contradictory and oft-exploded “ ex­
posures” and “ scientific explanations” which have been given, 
from the toe-cracking of Dr. Potts and C. C. Burr to the “un­
conscious muscular action” of Prof. Faraday, and the peroncus 
longus theory started by the Buffalo doctors aud confirmed 
by Dr. SchfF. Strangely enough, however, the extraordina­
ry services of the Boston Courier are wholly ignored, and the 
invincible force of “ the Fe'.toeiad rhetoric” is not so much as 
hinted. at!

The reviewer is moreover pleased to regard Prof. Hare as 
the accredited teacher of the theology of Spiritualism, which 
he chooses to designate by ihe novel and euphonious term of 
“ Hareanism.” The venerable Emeritus Professor of Chem­
istry is classed with Swedenborg as “ an amiable lunatic,” 
and his doctrines are pronounced “horrible, blasphemous and 
diabolic.” In fact, the only cause suggested by our philo­
sophic reviewer, for the whole wide-spread Spiritualistic 
movement which now agitates all Christendom, is “ an epe- 
demtc maladv,” a “madness,” a “ strange disease.” whose symp­
toms are “fraud, jugglery, actual insanity, excited vanity, and 
a morbid love of the marvellous.” Such is the sage solution 
of the profound Westminster Review!

Allowing the noise and smoke of this terrific eaeeoendc from 
“ Old Ironsides” to clear away, we do not see that Spiritual­
ism has suffered the least damage. The reviewer's guns were 
loaded with only blank cartridges, and smoke and noise alone 
are consequent of the explosion. Ridicule is not argurrnjia ; 
incredulity disproves nothing. The simple and overwhelming 
facts of Spiritualism remain undisturbed, and the theological 
truths it has illustrated are no less true than before.

Nav, more,—the reviewer plainly intimates a conviction on 
his own part “ that the miracles of the Bible rest on no strong­
er foundation than those of Spiritualism;” he significantly con­
fesses that “ if to be originated under mean or ridiculous cir­
cumstances be the fundamental requisite of a revelation, Sweben- 
borglreism as well as Spiritualism is stamped with the true mint­
mark;” nn J he states that “ the chief interest” of the “ epidemic” 
consists in tbe evidence which it affords of a wide-spread ten­
dency in the United States towards the establishment of some 
new religious faith. He furthermore protests against the mis­
take of supposing'that the matter has ceased to occupy atten­
tion in England. He declares—

“ The fact is very much otherwise. Our readers would be astonished 
were we to lay before them the names of several of those who are un­
flinching believers in it, or are devoting themselves to .the study or re­
production of its marvels. Not only does it survive, but survives with 
all the charm and all the stimulating attractiveness of a secret science. 
Until the public mind in England shall be prepared to receive it, or un­

. til the evidence can be put in. a shape to enforce general conviction, the 
present policy is to nurse it in quiet and enlarge the circle of influence 
by a system of noiseless extension. Whether this policy will be success­
ful remains to be seen, but there can be no doubt that, should ever the 
time arrive ■ for a revival of the movement, the persons at its head would 
be men and women whose intellectual qualifications are known to the 
public, and who possess its confidence and esteem.”

Enough ! This assurance has a thousandfold more weight 
than all the sneers ever uttered. For these quiet and intelli­
gent investigators kncnc in what they believe, while the critics 
merely deny or ridicule what they do not comprehend.

Spiritualists may well take fresh courage (if they need it) 
from all these assaults. Whenever and wherever the Goliaths 
of neti-Splkitnnlirm can be induced to take the field and dis­
play their weapons, their utter clumsiness and impotency be­

come at once manifest. A single pebble of truth, well chosen, 
and directed by even a stripling-hand—a single fact from the 
thousand which are transpiring throughout Christendom—is 
sufficient to lay them prone and helpless, when nothing re­
mains but to decapitate them with their own trusted swords !

A. E. N.

A Short Sermon. ■
Subject:—The Morals or tue Press.

Text.—“The opinions which he [an editor] proposes, if in the man- I 
agement of a journal of any reputation, are read by tens, perhaps hun­
dreds of thousands. If he be himself intelligent and actuated by hon­
est motives, he is thus able to check error, to confirm good principle, j 
and to give modest truth that countenance and support which she abso­
lutely needs, that she may not be outfaced by brazen falsehood, always 
on the watch to take her at disadvantage.

“ It is obvious, therefore, that the public itself has the very highest 
interest to make and to • keep the press pure. Venal and frivolous news­
papers we know there are, conducted without discretion, without pur­
pose, without principle. But the public ought to understand its own 
good well enough to frown with indignation upon that sort of journal­
ism, which by its false conduct introduces, under the pretence of dif- ; 
fusing information, moral disease and rottenness into the very mind ; 
and heart of the community.”—Boston Courier, 15th inst. |

Commentary.—The Boston Courier, some weeks .since, cop- ' 

ied at length, and with especial satisfaction, the gross and i 

filthy scandals of the Springfield Repiblican, about “ naked ‘ 
circles” and nude communities, thus doing what it could to in­
troduce “ rottenness into the very- heart and mind of the com- 1 
munity ;” and in a later issue the same paper put forth the i 

“ brazen falsehood ” that • |
“ The Spiritual Aye does not hesitate to defend the shocking custom j 

of naked spiritual circles.” j

Practical Application.—The public should “ frown with ; 
indignation upon that sort of journalism.”

The Discussion at Hartfora.
The Hartford Times thus states the arrangements for the 

forthcoming discussion in that city, in which one of the editors 
of this paper is to take a part.:

A PniLOsormiCL-Religious Discussion.—We are informed that the j 
preliminaries have been arranged for a discussion, in this city, of the 1 
following questions, viz: j

1st. Do the spirits of departed human beings continue to manifest i 
their presence, power, and intelligence, to those who still remain on I 
earth and in the corporeal state? I

2d. Can the so-called spiritual phenomena of different ages and coun- i 
tries be rationally accounted for without admitting the agency;; of de­
parted human beings in their production? - .

The parties to the discussion, we are told, are Dr. D. D. Hanson, of 
Hartford, and Prof. S. B. Brittan, of New York; the discussion to take i 
place in Touro Ilall, on or about the 25th instant. Prof. Brittan to 1 
take the affirmative, and I)r. Ilanson the negative of the first of these j 
propositions, and vice versa on the second. We learn ’ that the discus- I 
sion will be conducted according to the rules and under the forms of 
parliamentary usage, and in a thoroughly gentlemanly and appropriate I 
manner. Dr. Hanson is one of our well-known and respected citizens, j 
and will' doubtless acquit himself with credit. Prof.' Brittan is an 
able and accomplished speaker, of marked controversial talent.”

- The Fruits.
The Springfield Republican quotes from the Banner of Light 

a statement to the effect that “ an orthodox deacon, from the j 
western part of thc State, whose head is white from between I 
sixty and seventy years of service, and who is somewhat high j 
in authority in the State as well as in the Church,” was de- ; 
tected in some acts of impropriety in a circle to which he was : 
invited in Boston ; a'S a consequence of which he had speedy 
leave of absence. The Republican asks :

“What is there in the constitution or operation of these circles that ; 
produces such fruit, even upon the venerable and grey-headed?"'

This case was evidently the “fruit,” not of the “ constitu­
tion” of the circle, but of the Republican's filthy calumnies. I 
Theslecherous old deacon, from the western precincts (where , 
that paper is authority,) had doubtless swallowed the “ naked I 
circle” myth, and supposed himself to be among people of his I 
own stripe. We call upon that journal to correct the false 
impression it has given, and send no more such “customers” 
this way.

By the way, the Republican still fails to produce any proof 
of its slanders ; but, instead, perpetrates a new outrage against 
truth and decency in charging us with “ a covert defence of 
the nakedness” we have denied to exist. (This probably is 
the ffundatifd of the Courier's “brazen falsehood” elsewhere 
allude-b to.) It makes a miserable show of substantiating this 
new untruth, by quoting from our columns part of a para­
graph relating to Michael Angelo. If the editor had not 
sense enough to perceive the real bearing of that article—that 
it was leveled against the immodest fastidiousness of some 
people, and not an “argument” for nudity—it is but another 
proof that he deserves to be honored as the great artist hon­
ored Biagio. A. E. N.

A Specimen of Art.—At the keeent- -levee in Chapman 
Ilall. a beautiful crayon drawing, designed and executed by 
Miss Adelaide R. Sawyer, was exhibited. It was a fancy 
portraiture entitled “ Inspiration.” The eyes are closed and 
the countenance bears the rapt expression of one entranced. 
The attitude and mein bespeak one listening with reverence, 
ser-uitv and love to that voice whose tone is the streamin''* C
light pouring into the soul through angelic ministration from 
the Divine Source. It is a work of rare merit; and we hope 
to see its skillful designer properly encouraged to pursue her 
art. :

This drawing was disposed of by lot at the levee—Mr. D. 
Wilder, Jr., becoming the fortunate possessor. We understand 
that Mr. W. has consented to leave it on exhibition a few days 
at Miss Mudsfd's rooms, No. 3 Winter St.

Ordained at Last. —On Tuesday (2d inst.,) Mr. A. S. Nick­
erson was ordained as an Evangelist at North Woburn. A 
large council was convened, and among the* number some of the 
old council -which once refused to ordain him. Dr. Stone, of 
of Park Street Church, Boston preached a very* impressive 
sermon. The examination and all the exercises passed off in a 
very satslfactory manner.

Thus the liberal or progressive party carries the day ; and 
and the heterodoxy of one “ council” is accepted as orthodoxy 

| by another. An edifying illustration of the value of eeelcrirr- 
| tlcal authority !

Mr. Brittan lectured at Chicago on Sunday, Jan. 31st., in 
the 3Ietropolitnn Hall, to an audience of about one thousand 
persons. This hall, which is the largest and best in the city, 
has been rented by the Spiritualists for one year; and it is 
their intention to maintain regular Sunday lectures by the 
ablest speakers.

At our last advices (Feb. 2) Mr. B. was at Kankakee City, 
111., where he had given two lectures to crowds of anxious in­
quirers. His contributions for this week's paper have failed 
to come to hnda at the hour of going to press.

and
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the method of its eo-exlstence with the natural body in the pres­
ent life. From the New Testament the author deduces clear­
ly the identical view on these subjects which is held by mod­
ern Spiritualists, though he does not mention this coincidence. 
His arguments are presented with vivacity and clearness, and 
tell with great force asainst the dreamy and materialistic no- 
tiims so prevalent in the religious community. A bkief extract 
UPon our first Page will s"ve sOme ibea of the Poeachek's stJle . 
and quality. We trust the pamphlet, which is printed in a 
cheap form, will be widely circulated,
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INTIW PUBLICzYTIOlNS.
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witcucraft and Miracle: A brief treatise, 

showing that Mesmerism is a key which will unlock many chambers 
of Mystery. By Allen Putnam, author of “ Spirit-Works,” 
“ Natty, a Spirit.” Boston: Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfield St.
pages, 8 vo.)
The purpose of this brief treatise, as summed up by the au­

thor . is to show that
“ Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witchcraft, Miracles, all belong to one 

family, all have a common root, and are developed by the same laws. 
The spirits of men perform these wonders; and all of them do it, and 
have ever done it, by substantially the same processes. WCed these 
spirits are embodied, we call their - work mesmeric, ot a result of ani­
mal or human magnetism : when the spirits are disembodied we call 
their operations Spiritualism. Living men, aud dead ones too, are 
mesmerizers. If this can be made apparent, the world's wonders are 
at-once and easily traceable to competent authors; and the world is fa­
vored with a glimpse of a universal law which has not heretofore been 
duly recognized.”

In order to make this appear, Mr. Putnam begins with some 
of the common and generally admitted phenomena of mesmer­
ism, and proceeds to narrate facts of his own observation which, 
step by step, lead unavoidably- to the region of Spiritualism, 
or to the demonstration of disembodfe^ spiritual agency. Hav­
ing done this, he reviews the history of the Salem Witchcraft, 
producing, from the testimonies of Cotton Mather and others, 
evidence cIrally indicative dmt the “ bewitebed” erronns of 
that day weee neither mere oor lsss than nleUiumr, and 
their rt.rnngc dfidgs were sniqily die effects of s^nt-^ency, 
in some cases proceeding irom Indian sp irits. He next pro- 
cecds to show that the same law applies to the so-called “mir­
acles” of the Bible, and affords a clear and rational explana­
tion of the mysteries and the inspiration of that book—nllee-- 
ing, as we believe, most truthfully that

“The Bible will hereafter fnd its truest friends, its onlv invincible 
defenders, among those who shall guard it within the walls of Spirit­
ualism, and read it there in the light of heavenly inspiration.”

The facts presented by Mr. Putnam are well chfsee.
not always severely logical in his mode of statement, yet in 
substance he is strictly so. And we do not see how any me 
mind can avoid 1-is main condusions,—except it be by 'a point­
blank denial of his testimony. This, we think, no sane mind 
acquainted with the man will ’attempt. WTe quote the follow­
ing as a sample :

“ Taking my seat, one bright summer afternoon, at one end of a me­
dium's table, with her at its side on my right, she commenced to speak, 
and I to write, a communication from one of%iy near relatives. While 
we were thus busied, my eye happened to see that a vacant chair, at 
the end of the table opposite to me, was sliding or moving on the floor. 
Looking under the table, 1 saw that the chair was at least a yard from 
any part of the medium, and also from myself; aud we were the only 
persons in the room. The chair kept on moving. The room was light, 
very light; my view was perfectly distinct; and there, before me, the 
chair continued its movings. |

“ The late Robiert G. Shaw and myself had several times met in that I 
room; and I had learned, that, while living, he had said, that if it , 
were possible for him, after death, to come to that place, he would; 
and also that he would try to move a chair instead of a table. Re- j 

membering this, I said, ‘ How do you do, Mr. Shaw?' Instantly the 
chair brought up its front legs at least four or fve inches, and then 
struck frmly back upon the 
you, Mr. Shaw.' And three 
tips. ‘ Is Spiritualism true?' 
ous to the world ?' One tip.
position, so that one of its legs came near
asked, ‘ Do you, Mr. Shaw, advise me to go on with my investigation 
of this subject?' The chair now poised itself upon a single leg, and, ; 
by a swing or side-way motion, brought another leg forcibly against 
the leg of the table three times. Then, while waiting my next ques­
tion, it held itself still on a single leg; and, as successive questions 
were put, it did, by one swing or by three, give negative and afirm.a- 
tive answers. In that position it held on until ten or twelve questions 
had been answered,—till I had put all the questions that occurred to 
me, which could well be answered by a simple yes or no. When I 

'ceased to question, thc chair bowed itself slowly and gently over to the 
floor, without falling, and thus bade me good-by. All this occurred in 
broad daylight, and extended through more than five minutes of time. 
It was as fairly and as accurately seen by me as any object and motion 
ever were or ever can be. With my own eyes I saw all that, if I ever 
saw' anything. If I see the paper on which I am now writing, then I 
saw such motions of that chair. There was no mistake. The medium 
did not move it; and I did not. Some invisible, intelligent power 
seemed to be there, and to do it. This statement is carefully made;
and, so long as I continue to hold God and truth to be more worthy ; 
of reverence than man and public opinion, my pen and my tongue will 
maintain its substantial correctness. * * I

“What did those strange movements • of the dumb chair teach? .
Dumb, can I call it? No; oh ! no; because it gave forth more instruc- j 
tive and commanding eloquence than the tongue of any man could ; 
have uttered. I t spuee as never man spake. The chair was insanet i 
with life, intelIieecrp dnd piower, there in nty very- presence, t could | 
no more doubt the action of mind in and through that chair, than I can j 
in and through your body or mine, when our lips give utterance to ; 
thoughts. A moving and guiding mind was there: the motions proved | 
that. It was not the medium's mind, nor mine: whose then, but Mr. j 
Shaw's?” * * * j

“ Neither magnetism, electricity, nor odyle, could bc made to give or j 
to generate a mind in the chair; yet its motions proved that mind wus j 
there. Common sense demands the admission of this.' |

In the concluding portions of the pamphlet, the author pre- ! 

sents some interesting rnggc^tlfer as to the iertrumeI)talitlcr by j 
which bi.sembfdled spirits operate—the kcnrfnr why they mrd­
ifest themselves so much more frequently and clmlry now than 
in the past—neb presents the results of his own observations 
and experiences as to the moral anj religious tendeneies of 
rplrit-cfmmnnlfn. His tcrtimfey under the latter herb is 
01^1X1^1*121. by moderation, and by a just discrimination. 
He blstingnlrhcr properly between evils which are almost the 
common heritage of humanity, and effects which are justly at­
tributable to Spiritualism; and urges that whatever perver­
sions may be made of its glorious truths, its general tenden­
cies crenot be otherwise than toward higher truth, charity, 
freeborn and purity. This part of the pamphlet we especially 
eommeiib to the attention of those who have manifested so. 
much anxiety for the “ integrity of man and the purity of wo­
man.” '

Altogether this treatise will prove one of the most effective 
utterances in favor of the Spiritualistic idea that has been 
given to the public.

The Human Soul: A Discourse by Edwin M. Wheelock, at Dsver, 
N.H. “ There is a spiritual body.” Dover: George W. Wadleigh, 
Printer. 17 pages.
The author of this Discourse is a young but talented clergy­

man of the ^>11^1^ order, mJ a recent graduate of Cam­
bridge Divinity School. When he entered upon the mlnlstky, 
something more thm a year since, he helb the fridifd that all 
the facts of Spiritualism were attributable to “ obylie force” 
mb mundane anedcics, somewhat after the Mahan-ie theory. 
We recollect that, in the latter part of last winter, he advoca­
ted this view in a lyceum lecture, which we took oeeaslfd to 
criticise at the time. Since then, we are glad to leakn he has 
got elear of this fog, and is now a firm and hearty believer in 
the fact of rplrit-efmmunifn.

The present. discourse has relation, not to the question of 
rpikit-lntereonkre, but to the nature ana time of the “ resukree- 
tiod,e the character anb qualities of tho “spiritual body, mb

(Corrrsgonbcnct.

Milfokb, Mass.—Spiritualism a Free Gospel.
Bno. Newton:—I have long observed with pleasure the impartial 

manner in which you have conducted your journal, though I have not 
obeyed the impressions I have at diffrent timies received to ccmmtnn- 
cate Io its columns. Pew arc the periodicals in hhe range of my ac­
quaintance which are fieer from acrimony, sectarianism, or partisan­
ship. You have chosen a divine method of reform. You abuse nobody. 
You recognize all,—from Catholics to Atheists,—as having a right to 
be beneath the broad, enlightening and energizing sunlight of the New 
Philosophy and the New Religion. If you continue in that direction, 
you will do much to lead men out of the Age of Antagonirm, and ena­
ble them to plant their feet firmly on the threshold of the Age of Har­
mony.

un on istn with the same liberal method of “ doing gwd,” I am 
Prlvllesed to inborni you that a movement is being made in this viem- 
ity to establish regular Spiritualistic meetings, which are to be eonbuet- , 
eu on the freest and most ratlona1 rrleclries. UTi.e movers in the 
enterprise have long felt that the mercenary phase of Spiritualism woa 
becoming almost its worst phase—most derogatory Io its true and holy 
mirrlfe to mankind. In obedience to this feeling they havesecured the 
“ Old Brick Church” in Milford for the ensuing year, for the purpose 
of holding meetings on Sundays. They propose to “ overturn tho ta-.. 
bi es of the money-changers,” to the extemt that the Cause, and not 
MAMMOy, shaR be mafo A'umter One. ^’boever comes from abropd so 
lecture or preach the Word of Spiritualism m tius UMrng ougM to be 
blllieg to trust as much in tie humanity of his hearers for recompense, 
as tliey are expected to trust, beffrehrdJ, in his or her ability to teach 
or cfldmuuieate wisdom. " ■

Three meetings have already been held. The first was opened with 
a useful and 'mstructier address, given by Adin Ballou, to a large and 
dce^y mtrrrstrd audiencr. On Sunday Ls^ Gibson SmUK of South 
Stansbury, Yt., a healing medium, visited us, and gave a on
“ Spiritual Gifts.” In respect to its style, and simplicity of thought-, 
it kemlnJed one of tie neostentrtlfnr days of the apostles. Mk. Smith 
is one of those who have positively refused to set a price upon their 
SJJtl■tt-uItrrancrSl and who advertise themselves mainly as their works 
follow them. Yet he is one of those few—perhaps I ought to say 
many—whose dtst^trrrstrd labors in healing and speaking the wo^d, 
should be made known above many more noisy but less genuine apostles 
of the New Dispensation. He lias given three or four lectures in this 
region, and has .now gone “on his way rejoicing” in that inward 
peace which comes ever Io those who trust in and obey their highest in­
tuitions. Hail, ye spiritual teachers of like humanity! “Come over

; and help us,” and see if our humanity will not respond Io yours:

, “ Be noble: arid the nobleness that liesi
1 In nth-T men, s!cejnny, but never dead,
j ^Vill rise in rmijesty tu meet thine own.”

I ara fully convinced that there is occasion for such a practical pr”* 
test. This mercenary mcubjus on the cause is felt by thousands who are 

Of course it could not
■ flourish an hour , if these thousands who compose the more refeettug 
' tiilclr^s of Spilitt1 would simply ^rt their Cl■nvtcit<.nSt The evid 

does not five wvithout nourishmcnt. Has not the hour cotne to p^^o,mE^e 
a more Sencr•tr:lt and h^ln^nanita^re’. ministration ? Is it not painful that 
Spiiritrnlbsm is yet so untrue to its divine origin. ami humane and

; equalizing uses, that mere moutIrbanks and worldlings, who enter Ihe 
field for private ends, can pass, in some quarters, as the gamine 
teachers aud heralds of light, and no man says, unquaifiedly, that thin 
is not Spiritualism ? Let it now be said, and let it be acted, henc^ 
forth, without apology.

I am not so unphill■■so[>htcall however, ns not to know that even this 
phase of Sjiiritualism has its iirovidential uses; nor am I so unwise as 
not to prrcrter that wisdom would not put it down by mere controversy, 
or personal c^imttat'itt. The truth ^-9^^ is Ioo great and too free. 
Mere combat with evil is not progress, but only action and re-action. 
It may be wise to demolish, but iI is wiser to build—to transcend. The 
general law of nature is, as I believe, that systems and customs, like 
men, should die a natural death, and that Ibey usually will, if persist- 
rttly let alone by the living. Ilmce, I call on all men and women who 
are prepared for the step, to set up a counter lijht,—that almost inde- 
striSablr light,—that absolute, free, unadulterated gospel of SpiriIual- 
ism,—that unboughI and unsold angelic ministration, which Iransc-ends 

I all interests,—that most interior and most equalizing humani-
' tary light which lightcth every man that cometh into the world, without 
,! money and without price. But this is too great, or too radical a truth 

to be received—some will say—above all to be practised iu this rudi- 
l mental state, without starving.
! 0 ye of little faith! Ye who say, “We must live!” as if every
i Inrn Spiritualist does not know that we cannot help liting if we would,— 
i Ihut the soul cannot die. Ahl the real question is not whether we 
j shall live,—that is settled without our thought,—but whether ice shall 

live nobly! The important issue before us, as Spiritualists, is not 
j whether we can endure this feee gospel, but whether we can longer en­
j dure this mercenary gospel! The query is—are our eyes yet open’— 
j or, are we even now so superficial and devoid of wisdom, that a little 
| truth, if it but glitter through a golden panoply, can pass with 
j the gospel of Spiritualism ?
j What has been the history of human progress in all times? 
j there ever a genuine teacher or prophet, rrpchitg high into the 
i ens and receiving wisdom for coming eras, who bartered that wisdom for 
lucre? Did he receive a stipulated salary for his seership’ “Freely 
he rrc■riv<el,” did he not? “ freely give?” “ But,” says the doubter,
“ we don't receive freely; we labor aud expend effortt” But do you 
labor for the pay ? If not, then are you, also, uuder the gospel of 
freedom. If you do, will you theu be just, and pay the angels for 
their services before you ask pay of others? You do not piy them; 
yet they do not go unrewarded; and are you quite certain that you 
would not be rewarded sufficientlyl if you would refuse to estimate your 
teachings in money? Have you no confidence in the supremacy of your 
spiritual nature in the triumph of a free over a hireling gospel,—right 
over wrong,—humanity over mammon,—truth over error? Ha3 not 
every spiritual dispensation opened with a fi^ee gospel? Did Jesus or 
his disciples receive salaries ? Can any man suppose it without belit­
tling them? I do not think them to have been tnfalltblrl or that the 
wisest man will consent to do just whaI they did on their authority; for 
the absolute is above us all—both rudimentals and celestials—and that 
is whaI we are Io reach unto. BuI I think that it was the descent of 
a great light, which led them sp^ntan^usly to illustrate a free gospel,— 
p light uncommon with men, but cm^mon with angels; and not till it 

was perverted, and the Free Fountain from whence it emanated was 

closed, did their successors tnIrodutr Ihe priesthood, with its ■
dispensation of salaries aud honorary Iitles. The Reverends, and the 
D. D.'s, and the Chief Bishops, with their large and stipulated reve­
nues, came after inspiration had trpsel; and not till these titles and 
emoluments came to be seriously questioned did inspiration again re­
turn on Ihe ample and magnificent plane of Modern Spiritualism.

When freedom ceases, mspiratiou ceases also; then c■oilvrnt'irtpltsm 
comes in with its Trinity—-Mammon, Popularity and Sensuality— to 
reap Ihe fruits of whaI other men have sown, and give them glory,— 
such a glory as Trinity Church gives to Jesus in the mangeri Inspira­
tion knows not private interests, but speaks most eminently from a uni­
versal platform— level to all—the plane of equality on ' which all men 
stand in the sight of wisdom-angels. Let it be affirmed that the pres­
ent age is no exception to this condition of equality. If Spiritualists 
wholly ignore a free gospel—though they will not—they, too, will have 
heard and said their last inspired word. Happily the opening of these 
modern gospels was free. No charges were then made at the door of 
the spirit-world. It would have been a sacrilege—a violation of that 

immortal frtrtdshtp which had returned to greet earth's children with 
Ihe extended hand of love; and not to itIrrdutr a brilliant dispensa­
tion, whose truths should necessarily sell for more in market .than the 
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But no man or woman should understand me to ignore the material 
necessities of mediums, or the fact that their hearers are as much in­
vited to illustrate the free gospel as they, and to bear their part of the 
burden. Only let it be understood that there are spiritual necessities— 
«nd none greater than the necessity of a free gospel of .Spiritualism.

Hopedale, Feb. 6, 1858. B. J. Butts.

Letter from Mary P. Davis.
Aurora, 111., Feb. 4 th, 1858.

Friend Brittan:—When the New Year came over the ocean of the 
past, -freighted with good gifts from our Father’s hand, how glad were 
we To welcome among its golden treasures another number of “ The 
Spiritual Age.” Many throughout this broad, free, progressive West 
had regretted its suspension, and were very happy to see its return, es­
pecially since the earnest devotion and acknowledged talent of Brother 
Newton were to be united with your own in sustaining the publication. 
It is to be hoped that all who love Reform throughout our country will 
be willing to aid pecuniarily in giving a permanent basis to your 
praiseworthy enterprise.

Since I wrote you last, we have visited numerous places throughout 
this region and lectured to many thousands of people, who seemed 
eager to hear tidings of the New Dispensation. In Aurora, St. Charles, 
Waukegan, Rockford, Freeport, Belvidere, Alton, Bloomington, Peru, 
Mendota, and other places in Illinois, we have found warm friends and 
earnest advocates of the Harmonial Philosophy.

In Wisconsin we gave discourses in Beloit, Janesville, Palmyra, Mil­
waukie, Fond-du-Lac. Columbus, Racine, &c., &c., aud everywhere we 
were greeted by some who were savingly interested in Spiritualism and 
Human Progress. Outside of our ranks we have heard of bitter oppo­
sition to our teachings; but, like a castle amid mountain fastnesses, 
has our beautiful Philosophy girt us round about, so that no storm of 
falsehood and calumny could reach our spirits. ’Tis consoling to know 
that Humanity will advance out of ignorance and suffering,—that 
wrong and oppression, want aud misery will gradually vanish from the 
world in spite of Church and State and all their complicated and ma­
licious opposition to Reforms and Reformers.

Recently Mr. Davis and myself, accompanied by Mr. G. B. Stebbins, 
of Rochester, N. V., who has long been a radical reformer, and Mrs. 
L. H. Brown, of Chicago, who enriches all our meetings by her soul­
inspiring music, made a visit of two weeks’ duration to St. Louis, Mo. 
There we found a large circle of genuine progressive souls, who cor­
dially gave us the right hand of fell'j'wship. Mr. Davis has many 
readers and warm personal friends in that city; and all his lectures 
were listened to with the most respectful attention by very large and 
constantly increasing audiences. Mrs. Frances D. Gage and her 
worthy husband gave us the hospitalities of their beautiful home during 
our sojourn in that vast Emporium of the West. Mrs. Gage is well 

. . known iu literary circles, and her name has long graced the annals of
Reform.

On the 14th of March we are to commence a series of teachings in 
Chicago of some eight dtiys’ continuance. After that we visit Gales- 
burgh and a few other places in Illinois, then return toward the rising 
sun. More anon. * Many F. Davis.

Warwick, Mass.
Bro. Newton:—A brief history of Spiritualism in Warwick for a 

few weeks past, may interest your readers. I must in the outset inform 
you ttiat we have an ex-Cambridge Professor as a resident in our vil­
lage, and he considers it his duty to do what he can to annihilate Spir­
itualism; so, while the subscriber was absent on his recent tour in New 
Hampshire, he gave a lecture before the Lyceum on “Fanaticism,” 
followed by another on “ Skepticism,” by a learned divine of our 
place,—the principal object of both being, as I have been informed, to 
overthrow the doctrine of spirit-intercourse, or at least to make the be­
lievers therein appear ridiculously small.

In order to obtain a complete triumph aud exterminate the fanatics, 
it was announced from the sacred desk that on Tuesday evening, Feb. 
2d, Prof. Goldsbury would deliver before the Lyceum a lecture on 
“ Wizards,” followed by the discussion of the following question: “ Is 
there any valid proof that disembodied spirits have anything to do 
with the so-called spirit-rappings ?” The question was proposed, an­
nounced, and all the preliminaries were settled by the opponents of the 
Spiritual Philosophy, without so much as advising with any believer in 
spirit-communion, to my knowledge.

At the appointed time the Unitarian vestry was crowded almost to 
suffocation, to see the deluded ones fairly “ used up,” as the story ran 
for a few days previously. The learning, the respectability and the' 
Christianity of the place had come out in battle array, in order to rout 
a small company carpenters and fishermen, aud make them beat a
final retreat. Your humble correspondent was the only one of that 
large assembly who chose to advocate the affirmative, while several took 
sides with the negative, and in a gentlemanly way said what they 
pleased without interruption. They were aided by the learned Profes­
sor, who sneeringly threw out some common-place remarks; and after 
considerable puffing and bluffing, with other things which would hardly 
be tolerated among candid people, the assembly were called upon to de­
cide who had won the field. It was, however, moved and carried unan­
imously, to dispense with »-decision. Since that time quite an excite­
ment has prevailed on the subject, and more interest is felt in the mat­
ter than ever before. The people are evidently of opinion that the neg­
ative came off second best, and they desire to hear something further 
on the subject. Yours for the Truth, in freedom and love,

Hervey’ Barber.

Attica, Indiana.
That industrious laborer, Warren Chase, writes from this 

place, under date of Feb. 5th 1858:
This Attica is one of the pleasantly located towns of the Wabash, on 

an elevated bank of that river, twenty 'miles below Lafayette, and 
where the Toledo aud St. Louis Railroad crosses the river. It has near 
three thousand inhabitants, mostly Americans, is generally healthy, 
has plenty of wood and water, and both good; is surrounded by an ex­
cellent district of country; is an old settlement, and has many of the 
conveniences of eastern villages with larger history. Its growtli has 
been steady, but sure. It is one of those quiet towns which does not 
attract the multitude of speculators and fortune-seekers who annually 
migrate to the West; but it is one of the best villages in the West for 
eastern families to seek nnd make a home,—those who wish, by indus­
try, economy and good habits to “ live and let live.” A respectable 
portion of the inhabitants are Spiritualists, and of the right kind, in­
telligent, moral and devoted. I have seldom had a course of lectures 
attended by a more honest,.earnest and intellectual audience than are 
following me through my present course here. Mr. Brittan, Mr. Wads­
worth, Mrs. Tuttle, and several other speakers have visited the place, 
and can bear me testimony to the character of the people here. They 
are already inquiring for other speakers and teachers of the Harmonial 
Philosophy, and to those who have capacity nnd disposition to do them 
good, it is a loud call; to visionary fanatics and absurd speculators on 
theories without facts and demonstration, it is no call. To the gold- 
seeker it is no call. Although they are able and willing to pay the 
laborer well for his services, yet those who seek golden reward had bet­
ter go to the land of gold and the mine of the earth and dig it. The 
good, the pure and the true will find here a richer reward rn the homes 
and hearts of the families than any banks or mines ever .afforded them.

The churches here have been trying for several weeks, by continued 
meetings, to revive,—which I believe means to re-live,—but their suc­
cess and prospects are extremely weak, since the better portion of the 
citizens are already converted to a better religion than the sects afford, 
and are already alive and likely to live,—not in the hope of immortal­
ity, but in the knowledge of a more glorious spirit-life to succeed this. 
In our philosophy, this is one of the sunny spots of the West.

Warren Chase.

Wayne Station, 111.
A correspondent speaks enthusiastically of the recent labors 

of A. J. D avis and lady, with Mr. Stebbins, at this place, re­
marking that 5Ii, D.’s lecture was “ the best ever spoken in 
the Universalist Church.” He states that the people of St. 
Charles and vicinity are waking up to Spiritualism and adds:

A good, enterprising speaker on Spiritualism will find this a good 
field to work in, and permanent, with generous friiads to Encourage 
him. Lit thim comi. Dr. Mayhew is to speak at thi Court House at 
Geneva on Thursday aad Friday iviaiags of this week; also Mr. Mundi 
will shortly bi hire. Thi cause of truth and progress will soon bi 
on a good footing in this section, if a few more such advocates visit our 
town. More anon. 0. J. Mullen.

H. P. Fairfield’s Movements.
Troy, N. H., Feb. 8, 1857.

Bro. Newton:—I have biin spending a few days in this cold, hilly 
country. I cami heri by thi request of our good Bro. Adams, who is 
widi-awaki in thi cause of reform. Last Saturday iviaiag I lectured 
in thi Tavern Hall, all thi churches biiag closed against us. However, 
thi old ball-room was filled to overflowing, and thi people listened with 
marked attention to thi words of thi spirit. I think a good work is 
begun in Troy.

I received an invitation from thi good people of Marlboro’, N. H., 
to lecture there on Suuday, Fib. 7. I accepted the invitation, and 
spoki there yesterday in thi Universalist Church, to a very large aud 
attentive audience. The cause is niw hire; the people have not biin 
in thi habit o^ reading their Biblis, I should think.

I am now on my way to Montague, Mass., whirl I speak on Sunday, 
thi 14th. I speak also ia North Brookfield, Sunday the 21st, aad in 
the city of Lowell thi 28th Feb. Will you 'pleasi to give notici, and 

H. P. Fairfield.oblige.

fusion ani tHrinifij.

The Melodeon Meetings.
On Sunday last thi disk at thi Melodeon was occupied by Mr. F. L. 

Wadsworth, o^ Portland, Mi., who spoki under inspirational influence. 
Thi subject o^ thi afternoon lecture was thi “ Philosophy of Man’s 
Spiritual Growth.” The pervading idea was this: All growth is a 
natural process. There is a nutritive principle or life elemiat infused 
through all existing things; and all things, spiritual aad natural, fur­
nish their quota toward man’s sustenance. A subtle aroma is sent 
forth from all surroundings, which, unconsciously to ourselves it may 
bi, feeds and unfolds our Nature. Of spiritual sustenancE thi supply 
is always equal to thi intelligent demand;—so the blvllatioae givia to 
any Nation or people alwaj's guagi thi development of that people in 
intelligencE. As all things thus go to feed man, he should study to 
place himself ia just conditions toward the Exterior and interior worlds, 
that the influx may be perfect, and thus thi man be brought harmoni­
ously forward In his growth.

Thi iviniag discourse was on “Life’s Realities.” The speaker, 
starting with the great First Cause as the first reality of thi univErse, 
proceeded to treat of the realities proceeding from this. After estab­
lishing the reality of man’s Existence upon thi Earth,—of his mind, 
his thoughs aad his attributes,—he went on Io show thi actuality of 
the existence of man with these same attributes after thi decay of the 
material form. Arguments were adduced from the Bible and from thi 
constitutional Nature of things In confirmatioN of this truth. Men were 
urged to investigate the laws of life; and it was pertinently said, wi 
need aot fear that we shall lose thi real by investigation. Thi farthEr 
wi search into natural or spiritual things, thi more real shall wi find 
them to be.

Mr. Wadsworth is quite youthful In appearance, and naturally mod­
est aad unassuming in manner. When speaking, there seems to be aa 
illvation and lighting up of his whole natuii. Ilis eloquence is chaste 
and impressive, at times warming into fervor aad sublimity. His man­
ner of receiving impressions (while ia thi full possessioN of his normal 
faculties,) is like that of Mr. Ambler; but ia his oratory he diHei's from 
thi latter, being not so florid In stj'li nor so theatrical In action. His 
gesture and eauaciatiui ari more subdued, but not less appropriate aad 
Effective. .

From slatemeate made by Mr. W. to the audience at thi close of the 
iviaing lecture, we learn that he was brought up oa a farm until thi 
ngi of fourteen, whea he Entered a tailoring establishmEnt as shop-boy, 
aad aflebwabds learned the trade, which lii followed until April last, 
when he was seat forth by a superior power to labor in thi <lisenthbali- 
meat of thi raci from spiritual bondage. Thus it will bi seea that 
whatevEr Excellence hi possesses is not due to thi ordinary modi o^ ■ 
training in thi schools; aad we are assured that hi Never bestows thi 
least study to thi subjects on which he is to speak, being often as igno­
rant as his audience as to what is to bi his theme until it is announced 
from his own lips.

We speak confidEntly ia saying that Mr. Wadsworth is destined to 
accomplish much good ia the cause lie has Espoused.

Conference at Spiritualists’ Reading Room,
Thursday Evening, Feb. 10th.

Mr. Duncklee in the Chair. The question of the bearings of Spirit­
ualism and Phrenology on Education, was resumed. Remarks were of­
fered by Messrs. Duncklee, Williams, Monroe, Hobart, Thayer, Blanch­
ard, Edson, Newcomb and others. The main drift of argument went 
to show that Spiritualism was making known the power of the love­
principle in training the young, and that its tendency is also to individ­
ualize each growing mind and make it cogniznnt of its own powers and 
responsibilities. Our limits forbid an extended report. The same sub­
ject is continued for discussion this week.

Levee in Charlestown.—The Spiritualists of Charlestown held a 

levee at Washington Hall on Wednesday evening of last week, the pro­
ceeds of which, we understand, were applied to benevolent purposes. 
A goodly company assembled, and an agreeable entertainment, in the 
way of singing, speaking and dancing, made the evening pass right 
merrily.

The Sunday Meetings at 14 Bromfield St., are continued with their 
usual interest and good attendance. Bro. Goddard spoke on Sunday 
afternoon, with his accustomed fervor and practicalness, and Mr. Rob­
inson, a trance-speaker from New York, addressed the evening circle.

- 31 Du iJori: snb Diciniir.
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Conference at 18 Fourth Avenue.
« Tuesday Evening, Fib. 9th.

Mr. Levy related the following iatiristing fact: A young man, of 
Jewish family, who had biia very skeptical In regard to Spiritualism, 
had recEntly had his .atllnlloa arrested aad his interest very much Ex­
cited by an occurrence which hi could aot account for. His family for­
merly resided in Montreal, Canada, whirl his mother died. They thin 
moved to Brooklyn, whirl, some years subsequently, his father died. 
Recently, In a very unexpected manner, thi spirit of thi mother com­
municated through a medium, in Brooklyn that shi wished the boaes of 
hir husband removed to Montreal, where hir own remains had been 
interred. Shi was informed that it was impossible to comply with her 
request, on account of thi Expense; but chiefly because interments 
within the city of Montreal wiri now forbidden. Thi spirit, however, 
would not be satisfied, but insisted that it could and must bi doai. 
Thi young maa then wrote to friends iu Montreal, aud through their 
agency obtained permission from thi city .authorities to make thi de­
sired intErment. He then wrote to some relations in California, inform­
ing them of thi entire affair, and requesting pecuaiary aid in accom­
plishing thi proposed object. In light days after this letter had been 
sent, the young man received a letter from those very relations in Cali 
fornia, informing him that thi spirit of his mother had recently re­
quested them, through a medium there, to co-operati with him in thi 
removal of his father’s remains to Canada.

Mr. Queru preseated a co^muaication, purporting to have comi 
from thi spirit of Daniel LecomlE, Magnetizer, on the subject of Som­
nambulism, of which the following is thi substance: Somnambulism 
is described as bling a “ peculiar state of thi human body of which 
clairvoyance is the consequiace.” * * * “ All who are gifted with
thi faculty of ‘ . second sight’ partake more or less of the somnambulic 
condition.” * * * “ The absolute somnambulic stall which occurs
during natural sleep, arises from a Numbness or slumber of that par­
ticular part of thi organism which, when dead, renders the soul Entire­
ly iiidepiadeat of thi body.” * * * “ Tiii ultra Spiritualists
maintain that in thi somnambulic state the soul does Not receive its pir 
ceptioas Except through thi ageacy of spirits. In this they ari Entirely 
mistaken.” * * * “ Thi phenomena of thi natural somnambulic
state can also bi produced by magnetism, or thi action of the vital fluid 
projected by a powerful will.” Thi importance o^ the study of animal 
magnetism is then urged upon Spiritualists, because Spiritualism aad 
magnetism ari but different departments of thi same science, each 
being iadispeNsabli to thi other. Thi practical Effect of ignoring thi 
facts of animal magnetism, and attributing all psychical phenomena to 
to the ageacy of disembodied spirits, is represented as being In thi 
highest degree baaiful to society; degrading man to the level of thi 
bruti, and taking away all siasi of personal responsibility.

Dr. Gray accords with thi views Expressed In thi above communica­
tion, and adds: There ari lighter shades of somnambulism, iNdipen-

dently natural sleep and magnetic influence, occurring spontaneous­
ly. Reverie, “ brown study,” “ the power” and the “ecstasy” of 
religious excitement are examples. We all enter more or less into the 
trance state when meditating. The mesmeric and the spontaneous or 
spiritual trance states are identical and convertible the one into the 
other. This shows the importance of not placing authoritative reliance 
upon communications through trance mediums, for the communication 
is as likely to proceed from minds in the form in mesmeric rapport with 
the medium, as from spirits. The assertions of trance mediums as to 
the source of their inspiration, are no more reliable than those of other 
people. The experiments of mesmerism abundantly prove that thought 
may be unconsciously transferred from one mind to another, in the 
form. Reliance upon trance mediumship made the ancients talk with 
the various divinities of their time, as the modern Christians do with 
the saints of the calendar. Ignorance of these important facts in mes­
merism and Spiritualism is the source o^ all religious delusions.

Mr. Partridge denies that there is any evidence of the communica­
tion presented by Mr. Queru being spiritual. He thinks it is only the 
reflection of Mr. Queru’s own mind. At the same time he contends 
that all that is claimed by mesmerism and clairvoyance belongs to the 
domain of Spiritualism.

Mr. Queru says there is the same evidence of the communication 
presented by him being spiritual that there is of any communication 
coming through a trance medium. ■ It was unexpected, unsolicited, and, 
in some respects, contrary to his own opinions.

Dr. Hallock holds all mediums, from Moses -down to the present 
time, acccouatable according to the rule deducible from the practice of 
Jesus. He must have an objective representation in nature—a para- 
ble—of the truth sought Jto be inculcated, or he could not accept it. He 
cannot accept teachings in relation to the spiritual world which are 
contrary to the known laws of nature. Mesmerism affords abundant 
proof of Spiritualism. The utterances of the trance state, however, 
must be subjected to the most rigid analysis, and must be demonstrated 
before they can b» accepted.

Mr. Coles says it is undoubtedly true that the minds of persons in 
the body cau affect spiritual communications. He knows it to be true 
in - relation to clairvoyance, aud recites two incidents in his own experi­
ence showing the importance of perfect passivity. About five years 
since he was extremely desirous of finding a certain man, but did not 
know how to accomplish it. While his mind was occupied by various 
schemes for finding the person, lie happened to hear of a clairvoyant. 
He was not at that time a believer in clairvoyance, and all he knew 
about it was simply the fact of its pretensions. He thought the visit to 
the clairvoyant might at least affurd some amusement, if not the de­
sired information. He went. The clairvoyant described very minutely 
the person sought, and the house he was in at that moment, aud the 
way to reach it. He followed the direction of the clairvoyant and 
found the man he was looking for, precisely as described.

On a subsequent occasion he lost his pocket-book, containing a large 
amount of money. He looked iu every place about his house and 
store, but could not find it, aud could form no theory of its loss, except 
by the agency of an Irish woman who had spokeu to him a short time 
before he discovered his loss. This woman had probably seen the wal­
let protruding from his pocket, and had taken it—a suspicion which 
was confirmed by his remembering that as the woman left him she had 
one hand under her apron. She, however, was an utter stranger, and 
he knew not how or where to find her. He bethought himself of the 
clairvoyant. Full of this theory of his loss, he repaired to the shrine 
of the mysterious oracle. His suspicions were confirmed. The person­
al appearance o^ the woman was accurately described, and her resi­
dence pointed out. The clairvoyant, however, declared that, although . 
she could see the woman distinctly, she could not see the money. She 
told Mr. C. that he could recover it by visiting the woman in the 
disguise of a pedlar. He returned home resolved to follow her direc­
tions, when he was informed that his pocket-book had been found pre­
cisely where he himself, in a fit of mental abstraction, had left it.

' These facts are types of spiritual communication. In the first instance 
his mind was perfectly passive; in the second it was prepossessed by a 
convicion so strong that the clairvoyant was not only unable to see the 
truth, but was made to utter untruth. ‘ ■

At Dodworth’s Academy on Sunday morning last, Mr. Silas Jones, a 
venerable old gentleman, formerly a Swedenborgian clergyman,delivered 
an ixcediagly useful homily on “ The Proper Employment of Time.” 
Spiritualists, above all other classes of persons, were represented as pos­
sessing peculiar advantages in knowing how to use Time with reference 
to their prospects and position in the next life. All are earnestly urged 
to live up to the highest ideal of the Christian life—a life of uses—as'a 
sure method of securing not only temporal but eternal well-being. The 
discourse abounded in practical good sense, to those who were suffi­
ciently negative to perceive it, though somewhat clothed in the tech­
nicalities of the old theology.

Mrs. Eliza W. Farxiiam occupied the desk at Dodwortli’s on Sunday 
evening. The subject of her lecture was “ The Laws of Matter and of 
Spirit in Determining the Conditions of Life.” It would.be impossible 
in the brief space allotted to us, to do anything like justice to the large- 
minded views taken, in this profoundly philosophical discourse, of the 
evils incident to our present social organization and their remedy. The 
extremes of civilized life were most graphically portrayed under the 
names of St. Giles and St. James; while the High Priests of Nature who 
shall instruct and harmonize the two are to come from the development 
of the middle class.- The discourse occupied over an hour in the deliv­
ery and was listened to with the most profound attention.

Mrs. E. J. French lectured to a large audience at Clinton Hall, 
Brooklyn, and at Lamartine Hall, in this city, last Sunday afternoon 
and evening. At this former place the subject of the discourse was de­
termined by an anonymous letter clandestinely thrown into the ante­
room a few moments previous to her taking the stand. The superscrip­
tion of the letter requested that the question within be stated and answered 
without opening the envelope. At the conclusion of the lecture the en­
velope was opened, in the presence of the audience, by a gentleman who 
avowed himself skeptical as to the result, aud it was found that Mrs. F. 

had stated, literally, the question contained within. The lecture, 
which was an answer to the question, was unanimously confessed to be 
in the highest degree appropriate and beautiful.

“The New York Times” of last Monday, in a miserable fling at 
Spiritualism, asserts that spirit-rapping is coafiaid exclusively to wo­
men; and doubts if the “ delusion” will survive theera of long dresses. 
That any intelligent man iu his senses possesses the effrontery to write 
thus upon a subject of which he shows himself to be wholly ignorant, 
is far more monstrous and incredible than any o^ the pretensions of 
Spiritualism that we have ever heard of. .’

Rev. J. S. Loveland, an earnest and eloquent apostle of Spiritual­
ism, will commence a series of discourses at Dodworth’s Academy on 
Sunday next.

W. S. Courtney, Esq.—From a card in our advertising columns, our 
readers will learn that this able advocate of the . Spiritual Philosophy 
has re-established himself in his profession as a counsellor at law. 
Those who have familiarized themselves with his writings will need no 
additional assurance that such as have occasion to consult him in this 
capacity will find a faithful, profound and conscientious adviser. We 
are assured also that his business partner, R. K. Payne, Esq., is a gen­
tleman of no mean ability and of extensive practise as a lawyer.

It may not be known to many that friend Courtney, as a consequence 
of his devotion to Spiritnalism, has been subjected to severe pecuniary 
sacrifices. While .it is a matter of great regret that his services 
could not have been retained in connection with the Spiritual Press, 
we trust that his present undertaking will prove more justly remuner­
ative. As one branch of his business, he proposes to furnish written 
opinions to clients at a distance who may apply by letter.

It is with pleasure, we add, that Mr. C. will continue to occasionally 
employ his gifted pen in behalf of the columns of the Age; and we 
donbt not he will also be glad to comply with invitations to speak on 
Spiritualism, so far as the business of his profession will allow3

Miss Laura Keene has dramatized Charles Reade’s novel of White 
Lies. Every one who has read the book, must have observed how the 
idea of spiritual insight obtains room in quarters where it is not readily 
acknowledged. Josephine Bonaparte’s intuitions really amount to 
medium power. Her visions of the return of Dujardin, on which her 
faith in him rested so strongly after every probability of his return had 
failed, could not be more finely drawn were tho book written by an 
avowed Spiritualist.

Spiritual Ipjtnomtna. THE SPIRITUAL AGE

I

A Clear Case of Spirit-Vision.
Mr. Newton:—Dear Sir—I send you the following as the result of 

an hour’s sitting for the so-called spirit manifEstatioas, with Mrs. T. H. 
Peabody, o^ Boston, and if you think it will add anything to the spread 
of light or the cause of truth, it is at your service.

Having myself never witnessed any o^ the so-called spiritual mani­
festations, save the rappiags and tippings at home, and feeling a desire 
to observe some of the higher phases of the phenomena, and being in 
Boston, I thought I would try and find one of those mediums who, I 
was told, spoke in an unconscious or trance state. But being a stranger 
in Boston, and not knowing where to go, I called on Dr. Gardner, of 
the Fountain House. He very politely directed me to Mrs. Peabody, 
then at 54 Hudson street [now No. 1 Avon Place], and finding the lady 
at home, I was soon seated. In about five minutes she went to sleep, 
as I thought; but shortly she began to talk, and said—“ I see a spirit; 
it is a lady, and I should think about thirty years old. She seems 
very near to you; she is some relative or very near friend. Ah! I see 
now,—it is -your wife; and she says she wants to talk with you.”

Question—Does she say she is my wife?
“ Yes. ”
I thin asked, and she gave a perfect description as regards size, 

complexion, color of hair, eyes, &c., of my wife, deceased twenty-two 
years before. I felt satisfied either that she did see her, or that she had 
been reading my mind; for a more correct delineation I could not have 
given myself.

She then awoke, as I called it, but was soon again In the abnormal 
state. This time she said, “ I see the spirit of au old lady, and she 
seems to be a friend of yours; yes, and very near. I should think it 
was your mother.”

Question—Will you tell me owwslielooks?—th as is, give me a - e­
scription o^ her?

She said, “ She is about middling height, and very poor,—so mucli 
so that shi almust looks frightful. Her hands are crooked, and her ' 
wrists look as though thei’ were broken.’ ’ j

This was not a description of niy mother,—it was Nothing like her, 
aor any one that I thin thought of; and I told her she was mistaken i 
about its being my mother. She thia returned to her normal state, | 
and oa my saying that the spirit she had beia describing was not mv ( 
mother, shi said, “ I will look again.” Shi did so, and the result 
was ao more favorable. I still said, It is not my mother. Shi j 
insisted “ it must bi, for she lays her hand oa your head, aad 1 
calls you son.” I replied “ I can't help that; it’s a mistake.” 
Here let mi say, my faith iu Spiritualism, which had biia 
a little strengthEned by thi description thi medium had given of my 
wifi, received quite a shock. But thirl was oai thing I could not rec­
oncile,—that was, if shi had read my mind to give so correct a descrip­
tion of my wifi, why could shi not also read it in the latter case? Was 
it bicausi thi image of my former companion was more strongly im­
pressed on my miad that she could bitter read it ? At aay rati, what 
little faith Iliad ia Spiritualism was a good dial shaken.

On my return home, thi next day, think of my surprise whia, on 
latEring my place of business, one of our mia said to mi, “ Your | 
mother-in-law, of B----- , isdead; funeral this aftiraooN at oai o’clock.”
I did Not before so much as know shi was sick. I had heard that shi 
was a little unwell, but nothing very serious. But aow tiii truth 
flashed on my mind; this was thi spirit who had spoken to mi thi ivi- 
aing before through Mrs. P. Shi had given mi a pirfict description of 
my mllhlb-ia-law; but I positively affirm that I Nivir oaci thought of 

family returning from

(
I
I
1 
j

her while sitting with Mrs. Peabody. Ou my
thi funeral, they each confirmed what Mrs. P. had said in regard to 
hir appearance.

Now, thi question I would ask of thi wise 
miad to do with or in this affair ? or the mind of the medium ? 
was no one ilsi ia thi room.

' Yours for Mori Light, T. G. Russell.
Andover, Mass., Jaa. 27, 1S58.

ones is, what had my 
There

A Singular Test.
A few iviniags sinci, I was visiting at thi house of a friend, whea it 

was proposed to have a sitting for spirit-manifEstations, as a youag ladv 
present had never seea anything of thi kind. Wi seated ourselves 
(four in number) around thi table iu thi usual way. After sitting a 
fiw minutes, the table was moved by some invisible power, aad upon 
calling thc alphabet a name was spelled out, which purported to be 
that of the youag lady’s father. No one present but thi lady herself 
had iver seea the father, or knew his given name or his occupation. 
Thea followed thi “ tipping” out of his agi, the disease which caused 
his death, with many oilier tilings. I thin askid thi spirit to tell us 
his occupation. Thi table was tipped, aad by thi alphabet it was 
spelled out, “ Cover thi lamp.” Thi lamp was then removed to a 
aook In oai conm of the room, leaving the table In thi shade. All ‘ 
was still for nearly two miautes, then from under thi table prociedid a j 
sound like the sound of a blacksmith's hammer striking the anvil, fol­
lowed by a flash of sparks similar to those thrown from heated iron, aad | 
flying Each way from the table, probably four feet.dist.aNt. The young I 
lady sprang up from her seat, declaring it to bi None other than her | 
father’s spirit. . j. p. b, i

Alton, N. H., Dec. 10, 1357. -

<Astonishing Case of Spiritual Cure.
Mr. Rufus Ei mer, of Springfield, well known in this com­

munity, and unquestionable authority in matters of fact, gives 
the following remarkable statement in the Republican:

“ A case has just come to my knowledge of the son of a wealthy far­
mer in Ellington, Ct., who for some two years and a-lialf has been .af­
flicted with a strange disease, manifesting itself in numerous fits. The 
best physicians in the neighborhood have all failed to relieve the pa­
tient, and have frankly acknowledged that they did not know the 
cause of his sufferings. The parents, who were not Spiritualists, ven­
tured to consult a man in Hartford by the name of Reed, who professed 
that his hand was moved by some power other than his own to de­
scribe diseases by writing. The intelligence—whatever it was—assert­
ed that among other difficulties, which I omit for the sake of brevity, 
his stomach contained a blacl: lizard five inches lont/, with light spots 
on its back, which could be removed if The patient would take the fol­
lowing prescription, viz : a table-spoonful of spirits of turpentine, a 
half-pint of strong tea made of black cherries, a certain sprier’s webs 
and injections of strong tobacco juice ! Strange to say the prescription 
was taken, which resulted in dislodging the horrid reptile, which was 
exactly as had been described ! I have the facts from the mother ofthe 
young man, who gave the prescription, and from the patient himself, j 
both o^ whom declare the circumstances were such as not to admit of j 
any possible deception. I have just s.en them both, and also the rep- i 
tile, which lived five minutes after it was driven from its comfortable 
quarters. I make no comments other than to ask, if the intelligence 
which wrought the above wonder was not what it claimed to be, what 
was it? Echo answers what?”

Spiritual Premonition.—A lady resident of Brooklyn came over to 
New York a few days since with the intention of spending the afternoon 
and night with some friends. During the afternoon, in.the midst o^ an 
animated conversation, the lady was suddenly impressed with the idea 
that she must go home, that something had happened to her child. So 
strong was this impression that her friends could not prevail upon her 
to stay-- When she reached home, her husband and the family were 
much surprised, for they knew it was not her intention to return until 
the next day; and when she found that nothing had happened, she felt 
vexed and really angry that she had, as she supposed, been made the 
subject of a trick by some spirit or spirits, and thus deprived of the 
pleasure she had anticipated from her visit with her friends. Within 
half an hour, however, she heard a scream, and rushing into an ad­
joining room, found the clothing of one of the two little boys who were 
playing together, on fire, and the other little fellow trying to put out 
the fire with his apron. The servant girl had gone to the basement for 
coal, and her husband had just gone up stairs, and but for her close 
proximity to the children, one or both would most probably have been 
severely if not fatally injured.

H. B. Storer, of Connecticut, spoke at Lowell on the last Sabbath, 
and will lecture again at the same place on Sunday next. On Sunday, 
Feb. 28th, he will probably lecture at Tauuton, after which he is to be 
employed on a circuit in Connecticut with Mrs. C. M. Tuttle.

Mr. F. L. Wadsworth left this city on the loth inst., for the West.
His address, until furthar notice, will be Dayton, Ohi».

BOSTON AND NEW YORK. FEBRUARY 20, 1858,

PERSONAL AND SPECIAL.
Thi subscriber continuis to reciivi calls to lecture on Spiritualism. 

He is prepared to present the subject in its PheaomiNal, Biblical snD 
Philosophical aspects; also, to discuss its claims to public favor, with 
any honorable disputant. John Hobast

References—Dr. H. F. Gardner and A. E. Newton.

Thi undersigned is prepared to divote a small portion of his tim* t» 
le^turiag on “ Spiritualism.” His object is to present an impartial 
and careful statement of thi facts aad arguments on thi subject, ss 
they Now staNd,—with especial reference to the Cambridge investigation«.

For further information as to his mEthod of treating thi subject, b* 
would rifir to thosE who have heard his lectures in Portland, Ports­
mouth, M^^treal, and Elsewhere. T. W. Higginson, Worcester, Mas*

George Stearns, author of “ Thi Mistake of ChristEndom,” will 
answer calls, in aay direction, to lecture on thi various Imposition* 
of Ecclesiastical Authority, as will as on thi Rational Evidence of 
Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. Address, until 
fublhlb notice, Wist Acton, Mass.

Letters Received.—L. J. Pardee, J. L. Cambridge. P. Teare, C. B. Peckham, I. s. 
Gwynne, G. B. Button, W. G. Dennison, E. Hazeltine, F. L. Wadsworth. H. Cratsman, 
K. O. 1>, 0. Perry, II. D. Sanford, P. Chapin, M. M'right, M. A. Whittier, C. A. BS>- 
bee, W. Cli is?, T. H. Dliivurs, G. Leavens. 0. H. Wellington, P. Fletcher, G. S. An­
drew, I. Wilkin?. 0. Hubbard, C. Brigham, U. W. L’aton, A. Bushnell; II. Albertson,
O. J. Mnllen, W. G. Ilcyer, A. Parris. K. W. Wilson, W. W. Smith, W. G., L. Carter, 
J. Il. Benton, W. Bassett, W. W. Smith, II. Saow, A. M. Stagmau, II. Tillotson, J. 
Ball, W. II. Bussell, T. J. Gardner, J. Allen, J. J. Hammett, M. 1*. Tupper A. N. 
Sherman. II Hurd, K. B. Leavenworth, A Subscriber, II. Barlwr, II. Ilaxclton B. F. C. 
T. Middletun, G. S. Bulien, M. Washburu, N. W. Green, L. Clark, Jr., A. Foster;

MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY.
Sunday Meetings—Mrs. M. S. Townsend, of Vermont, tranoo 

speaker, will speak at the Melodeon on Sunday next, at 3 and 7 1-2 
o’clock, P. M.

Spiritualist Meetings will be held at No. 14 Bromfield St., every 
Sunday afternoon. Admission free. A Circle for mel'um develop­
ment aud spiritual manifestations will be held every Sunday morning 
and evening at the same place. Admission 5 cents.

Weekly Conference Meeting, every Thursday evening, at No. 14 
Bromfield street, commencing at 7 l-2 o’clock.

The Ladies Association in aid or the Poor,—entitled "Har 
monial Band of Love and Chi^^i^jy,”—will hold weekly meetings in 
the Spiritualists’ Reading Room, No. 14 Bromfield Street, every Friday 
afternoon, at 3 o’clook. All interested in his benevolent work are in­
vited to attend.

MeeTiNCS in CiiEi-ses, on Sundays, morning and evening, at Guild 
Hall, corner of Bellingham and Hawthorne streets. D. F. God­
dard, regular speaker. Seats free.

Charlestown.—Meetings in Evening Star Hall, GO Main St., every 
Sunday forenoon, afternoon and evening. The forenoons will be occupied 
by circles; the afternoons devoted to the free discussion of questions-per­
taining to Spiritualism, and the evenings to speaking by Loring Moodt. 
Hours of meeting 10 A. M., 2 1-2 and 7 P. M.

In Cambridgeport.—Meetings at Washington Hall, Main street, 
every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 3 and 7 o’clock.

In Quincy.—Meetings in Mariposa Hall every Sunday.
Salem.—Meetings at Lyceum Hall every Sunday afternoon and even­

ing at 2 1-2 and 7 o’clock. The best Lecturers and Trance Speakers 
engaged.

---------------------------------------------
MEDIUMS IN BOSTON. '

J. V. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering Sealed Letters, may be addre«»eD at 
No. 3 Winter street, Boston (over G. Turnbull A Co.’s Dry goods store).

Terms—Mr. M. devotes his whole time to this business, anD charges a fee of $1 
anD four postage stamp? tu pay return postage, for Uiseffurts to obtain an aturtrer, Rut 
does not guarantee an answer for this sum.

Persons who wish a guarantee will receive an answer to their letters, or Th* 
anD money will be returned In thirty days from its reception. Charje for
guarantee, $3.

No letters will receive attention unless accompanied with the proper fee. .
Mr. MansfielD will rcceive visitors at his office on Mondayi, Wednesday« and Sat 

urDays. Persons are requested not to call on other Days. 39 if
Miss R. T. AMEDY, 32 Allen street, Boston, Trancc Speaking Medium, will answer 

calls for speaking on the Sabbath anD st any other time the friends may Desire. AD­
Dress her st 32 Allen street, Boston. IT*She will also Attend funerals.

Mrs. R. H. BURT, Writing aud Trance Medium, 163 Washington, opposite Milk 
street. Hours from^O to 1, aud from 2 to 7- 2—3ns

Mrs. KNIGHT, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomery place, up one flight of stairs, 
Door No. 4. Hours 9 to 1 and 2 to 5: Terms 50 cents a seance.

Mrs. BEAN, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from 9 to 1 A. M. 
anD 2 to 5 P. M. at No. 3ho Washington street; also evenings st 51 KueelanD street.

Mr?. B. K. LITTLE, (formerly Miss Ellis) Test Medium, by Rapping,
anD Trance. Rooms No. 4G Elliot street. Hours from 9 to 12 A. M., anD 2 to C P. M. 
Terms $1 per hour for one or two persons; 50 cents for each ADDitional person. 
Clairvoyant Examinations for Diseases nnD Prescriptions, $1.

Mrs. 1). C- KENDALL, Artist, No. 7 Morton Place, Boston. Flowers, Land­
scape?, etc., painted under Spiritual Influence. Circles Monday and Friday evening*.

Mrs. DICKINSON, No. 16 Boylston place, Seer, Healing anD Trance Medium. 
gi-ves communication? iConcerningT the Past, Present anD Future

Mrs. L. B. COVERT, Writing, Speaking anD Personating Medium, No. 35 South 
st., will sit for communications between the hours of 9 suD 12 A.M. anD 2 and 1 •
P. M., or, if Desired, will vi?it families. Terms 50 cts. 34—3m

Mrs. L. B. SMITH, Writing and Healing Medium, Spirit-Seer anD^pelineator *f 
Character, No. 45 Harrison Avenue. Hours from 9 A. M. to 1 P. M., anD from 2 t« 
9 P. M. Terms 50 ceutst Medical examinations and siD $1. Regular circles om 
Tuesday aud Friday evenings; aDmittar.ee 10 cents. Mrs. S. will slso-treceive calls to 
lecture.

SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PERIODICALS.
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. o GREAT JONES STREET, NEW YORK.

OtljC'o of the Spiritual Age.
S. T. MUNSON & Co., Agents, se-c.ouD door East of Broadway, opposite the Ls- 

Fargi:. keep all the Reform Publications, together with a splendid assortment of Spirit« 
ual Books, all of which will he sold at the lowest publisher’s prices for cash. All per­
sons who wish to purchase the class of Books mentioned, will find it fur their advan­
tage to send their orders to Munson k Co., who will give instant attention to the D« 
mauds of their customers. Subscriptions received for all

Spiritual and Eitorm Papers and Serial Publications.
Books arid other merchandise ordered at our establishment, not excepting Miscell* 

Neous and School Books, Stationery, Ac., will be sent through the post office, by ex 
press, or in private hands, as may be Directed, without Delay, and all papers anD peri­
odical? forwarded as soon as published.

All Spiritualists and Reformers who visit New York, are requested to call, immedi­
ately on their arrival, at Munson A Co.’s, for the purpose of registering their name*. 
Bv this means they may become known to the friends in this city, auD thus their ia 
terests and pleasure may be essentially promoted. „

Merchants and others from Different parts ofthe country, who want any of tR« 
Spiritual papers, should call at the office of The Spiritual Aye, sud subscribe. Th* 
location is central, and the whole establishment on the first floor, so that our custom­
ers are not required to ascend any lofty flights to inaccessible upper rooms to find

S. T. MUNSON k CO., Agents, No. 5 Great Jones street, N. Y.

PIANOS AND MELODEONS.
S. B. Britaax is Agent for Horace Waters’ and Lighte, Newton k BraDbury’s Pi­

anos, anD will furnish the best Instruments at the lowest prices, to all who may either 
call on him personally or forward their requests. Those who reside st a Distance may 
semi their orders with full confidence that the utmost care will be taken in selecting 
perfect Instruments. Every Piano that Does not equal the recommendation given at 
the time of the purchase, will be taken back anD another supplied in its place, tht 
Agent paying' the expenses of Transportation both ways.

We will also furnish, at The prices in The manufacturers’ schedule, T. Gilbert 
Pianos, S. D. k II. W. Smith’s MeloDcons—tuned in the equal Tempersmen Ala 
Goodman & Baldwin’s Melodeons, on similar terms. Those who msy wish to purcha * 
anything in This line will be satisfied, by s single experiment, That we can do as well 
or better f>r them thau They csn Do fur Themselves elsewhere in The world. Orders so 

ADDress S. B. BRIIT^^^.
N^ Those who apply in person in case of Mr. BriTtsn’s absence troim The city, ar* 

requested to call aT Munson’s, No. 6 Gr«sT Jones itrvet, anD a note sf intsoduc-
i«a t* The sbore laraei parties.

W. S. COl'STNET, »XXJ. K. PATI».
COURTNEY & PAYNE,

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW.
Offices No. 340 Broadway, New York, and No. 10 Court street, Brooklyn.
Messrs. Courtney and Payne will give their attention to the prosecution and colle», 

tion of claims and all business pertaining to the profession, in th« Court« of New York 
and Brooklyn and thc adjoining counties.

By their prompt and undivided attention to business they hope To deierrs their 
share of the patronage of the spiritual public.

DE. JOHN SCOTT,
The successful Spirit Physician, has removed from Sv. Loris, to No. 6 Beach street, 

New York. Tatients under treatment can be accommodated in thc house.
Agents wanted, to dispose of Scott it Co.’s celebrated and succcsaful Spirit Medi­

cines. Address, John Scott & Co., 6 Beach street, New York. s tf

JUST PUBLISHED.
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witchcraft snD Miracle : A Brief Treatii>, «howmij 

That Mesmerism ii s key which will unlock many chambers of Mystery. By Alias 
Pctnsm, author of “ Spirit Works,” anD “ Natty a Spirit.” Price eeuU. For sale 
by Bela Marsh, 14 BromfielD street.

A Discourse o^ Faith, Hope and Love; DelivereD in New York, Sunday, April 
23, 1857; to which is Added A Report of a Philosophical Investigation of the Nature at 

■ MeDiumship. By Mrs. Com L V. Hatch. Pile« IS oeat*. Tor sale l>y Bin
• Maksv. 14 Bro»if!e?S sbre«t. 7—«

would.be
aDmittar.ee
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F<>r the Spiritual Age

“THE WILHEIEE CLUB.”
A TALE FOUNDED ON FACT?.

BY EZRA. "

In one of the remotest districts of the north of England, in 
the wildest parts of the border kill and glen country, there 
arose, about half a century ago, a sect of religionists, of a | 
strange, gloomy and somewhat fanatical character. Their I 
numbers were few, aud their tenets so stern and uninviting, j 
that they seldom made converts, and gradually disappeared | 
from their accustomed haunts of meeting, dissolving into the | 
mystery from which they sprang. They seemed to arise like j 
phantoms, into a short and ghostly existence ; and even so ; 
would their very memory have passed away, had they hot been 
rescued from oblivion by the aristocratic rank and influential ; 
station of their founder, a man whose name is now the bar sin- j 
ister in the heraldry of a noble aud important family of Eng- : 
land's proud aristocracy. I

With no veneration for the rank of these high and mighty' i 
of the land, but with very considerable respect for their feel- j 
ings, we shall style this sect (named after their founder.) the 
“ Merlinites,” and the hero of my story himself, Mr. Reuben i 
Merlin. They professed adhesion to no existent form of relig- ! 
ious opinion, no respcct for creed, sect, worship, or church. 
Their whole system of belief consisted in laith in the immor­
tality of the soul,—a stern, exact, and uncompromising view I 
of future rewards and punishments for every act, word and 
thought of every human being ; together with implicit belief 
in the ability of the spirit (under conditions not yet understood 
by man) to manifest itself after death, in the appearance it 
had assumed 011 earth. ' It will readily be understood that the 
second article of this creed was not very likely to recommend j 
itself to popular practice ; while the third was still more an 
unpalatable dose to the materiality of the nineteenth century; 1 
hence it followed that with the absence of the exciting motives . 
which led to its foundation, the sect itself languished and died 
out, leaving only the few fragmentary facts which belong to • 
the personal history of Reuben Merlin, as the superinducing ’ 
cause of its origin. ’

I do not propose to give any detailed account of the mode ' 
in which I became acquainted with the following circumstan- ' 
ces ; to do so would draw aside the veil which sensitive feeling i 
has hung around the dark portrait of an erring ancestor. Let , 
it suffice that the main'points cf the history are too true to ' 
justify me in associating them with those who are now living . 
to verify them. - ■

It is more than half a century since a band of men, self- ‘ 
styled “gentlemen," (deriving a right to the title by birth, ed- ; 
ucation, wealth and standing, but forfeiting all claim to the 
character by the most lawless depravity and organized licen- ■ 
tiousness,) assumed a cognomen strongly resembling that of ■ 
“ The Wildfire Chub," heated to an extent which would not ren- : 
der its actual appellation altogether polite or reverential. As a '' 
mere compromise, therefore, with the decencies of life, although ; 
outraging the strict rules of orthography, we shall say that a i 
set of remarkably lively gentlemen, with strong tendencies to J 
wine, women, and wickedness, banded themselves together for : 
the better and stronger performance of outrageous license and j 
midnight lawlessness, under the title of “ The "Wildfire Club.” j 
To scour the streets of villages, and even cities, insulting j 
shrinking womanhood, playing off cowardly and often most ; 
fatal hoaxes on humble labor, decent trade and helpless old j 
uge—to terrify children and feeble women, defraud tradesmen 
aud servants—were among the least of these noble and aristo­
cratic performances.

It would be too sickening to recount the list of outrages 
which were committed under the sanction of fashion and the 
designation of “ eccentricity, high spirit, good fellowship, 
gentleipan-'ikc style, and, above all, the eifervescence of noble 
blood.” “ That in the captain’s but a choleric word, which in
the soldier is rank blasphemy and so broken hearts and 
blighted names, ruined fortunes and desolated homesteads, 
broken bones and burnt farms, hideous excess and degrading 
language,—all that can sink the low man beneath the level of 
the beast, or elevate him to tho gibbet, in the high life sphere 
of Mr. Reuben Merlin, is so exceedingly funny and worthy of 
imitation, that our young nobility of to-day take to it as natu­
rally as the inherited prerogatives of rank, genius, learning 
and statesmanship, by which they become hereditary legislators. 
Look to it, Young America ! and if you would not be left be­
hind in the race of fashionable vice, read the legends of “ The 
Wildfire Club ’ by way of theory, and hurry off to the gain­
ing-tables and drinking saloons, by way of practice.

One of the most orthodox practices of this choice crew, was 
to celebrate the birth of the New Year by a solemn wedding 
with one of their number, the bride being of necessity under 
twenty years old, fair as a blossom, virtuous, and unwilling,— 
the latter clause rendering it, of course, absolute, that she 
should be abstracted from her home. The meetings of the so­
ciety were held at different members' houses, once a week, and 
in accordance with this practice the party were assembled one 
Christmas night at the bachelor residence of Reuben Merlin. 
The wine and wassail had done the'r work ; with inflamed visa­
ges and voices hoarse with wine and riot, these “ images of 
their Maker ” began eagerly to discuss the prospect they had 
of good sport for the ensuing New Year. The lot had fallen 
to Rufus Rushton to be the bridegroom for the ensuing year, 
and loudly vociferous were the inquiries showered upon him as 
to whether he had selected a “ victim” for the sacrifice. If 
this word read harshly to moralists in the nineteenth century, 
let them look abroad in our cities and towns; let them behold 
the thousands, ay, millions of fair flowers who . yearly fall a 
sacrifice to the vanity, passion, indifference and depravity of 
such men as “ The Wildfire Club,”—young creatures, just 
blooming into early womanhood, ensnared like the unconscious 
bird by the' fowlers of life, in nets baited with a ribbon, a jew­
el, a bit of finery, a home for a starving father, bread for a 
dying brother. Is it not pitiful to see thousands of bright 
gems, which would form an immortal coronet round the brow 
of an honest man who knew how to win and wear its lustre, 
hourly bartered for the perishing goods of earth,—sacrificed to 
the Molochs of mans basest passions, then to be trampled 
under the foot of the despoiler, because his own hand has dis­
sipated its fragrance ? The memoirs of “ The Wildfire Club” 
are true ! If they seem strange, look around you, and confess 
they fall short of our own modern experiences.

To the clamorous demand for information touching the Bride 
elect of the New Year’s orgie, Rufus Rushton maintained a 
contemptuous silence. He was a young man of noble family, 
with the stamp of high intellect and towering genius on his 
brow, but the iron of early dissipation had passed its hot fin- 
fiers across that warm cheek ; and the once lofty inspiration of 
a crush*! soul, looked oii? from the wreck himself had made,

like the light which shone through Milton’s “Archangel 
Ruined,” only to show how the temple of his young life had 
been sacked, the flame upon the altar quenched forever.

“ Tell us her name, where she lives, who she is to be. If 
you expect us to help you, you must uncover your game, Mas­
ter Rufus!” shouted the revelers in noisy chorus.

“ I neither ask nor require your help, gentlemen,” coolly re­
plied the rake ; “ my conquests are my man, and I generally 
fight my battles single handed. The rules of our magnanimous 
order require the presentation of a fair bride ; that she should 
be y'oung is only natural, considering that most of our society 
are considerably lacking in the element of youth themselves— 
that she should be unwilling is doubtless a type that we begin 
the year in a spirit worthy the illustrous name we bear. Fear 
not, gentlemen. Madame Rushton shall not disgrace the scene 
of her most honorable initiation”—

“ By Heaven, he is chafing us!” cried the fierce founder of 
the club, Reuben Merlin ; “ but we will know who the dame is, 
and that without crossing swords either, Master Rufus,” he ad­
ded more mildly, as he noted the dangerous flash of the young 
man’s eye; then rising he whispered to one of the grooms in 
attendance, and continued—“ We will have rare sport, too, 
Wildfire; we have here an old blind beggar, the most notable 
prophet that ever figured, out of Genesis. He goes about telling 
fortunes, and, by the mass ! sees more of the future without any 
eyes, than any of us could with treble spectacles.”

“You mean blind Sandy, don’t you?” replied one of the 
club. “Now by7 all the Saints, we’d better have the Prince of 
mischief, old Beelzebub, amongst us at once ; for this malicious 
old gospel shop does nothing but bring down abuse upon 
choice spirits like us; and will send the Wildfires to their 
master, if we let him spin our woof.”

“No matter!” cried the master of the house; “ who cares 
whether it be to-day or to-morrow, since go we must—as well 
make short work of it, and go when an extra warm fire will be 
acceptable. But here he comes.” As bespoke, a tall old man, 
very thin, bent and meagre, entered the room, leaning on a 
stick, and feebly groping his way' forward with that peculiaV 
instinctive care, which bespeaks “ total eclipse” of the glori­
ous luminary of the body sight. His dress was very poor, 
evincing the most abject condition of poverty, yet its extreme 
cleanliness and 'the multitude of neat patches it bore as loudly 
proclaimed the care of love and gentle tendance. A few thin 
white hairs combed smoothly back, fell on his shoulders in 
wavy silver lines, leaving displayed in all its noble proportions 
a majestic brow and aquiline features which had borne the 
stamp of singularly intellectual beauty. A little shaggy cur 
dog almost as threadbare in jacket, and quite as humble as his 
master, led him forward by a string, while a little basket hung 
by way of collar at his neck, bespoke the calling of the blind 
beggar.

“ Come here, old Sandy !” cried the rough master, “and 
give us a touch of your conjuring craft. We want to know 
what you see hereabouts of consequence to this noble company 
in particular, and therefore to the whole church and state of 
Great Britain in general.”

“What do I see? Noble sir !” meekly responded the beg­
gar, wistfully raising his sightless orbs towards the speaker, 
“ alas. I see no sun, no moon, no stars!—all is dark, dark fur- 
ever !”

“ Here, can ye see that, old Simeon?” chuckled one of the 
company, holding up a shilling before the beggar, who me­
chanically reached out his hand to take it, while the other 
winking to the rest, jerked it away, remarking, “ The old tra­
der is no such fool after all—feeling is as good believing as 
seeing, any day—”

“ You shall have half a crown, and all the bones the hounds 
can’t pick,” interrupted the master, “ if you, Sandy (thearrant- 
est cheat in all the North Riding) can tell us the name of 
Rufus Rushton’s new leman.”

The young man thus unceremoniously alluded to, moved 
restlessly in his seat, but kept silence, while the helpless men­
dicant knowing by former bitter experience, the ruthless na­
tures of his tormentors, turned deprecatingly from one to the 
other, while they reiterated taunting offers, and dangerous 
threats, in the hope of inducing him to exercise a gift for 
which he was highly famed, namely, that of “ second sight.” 
In vain the poor creature declared the visions which occasion­

a ally unclosed his prophetic lips were far beyondhis men or any 
human control; the fierce revellers became the more determined 
as their victim manifested his impotency to gratify them. At 
length Rufus Rushton,.speaking for the first time, contemptuous­
ly advised them to send the imposter away. “For,” added he, 
“ he has never yet been known to prophecy aught but evil, 
and that’s the only reason why what he says comes true.”

It seemed as if the sound of Rushton’s voice had broken 
the spell which opened the floodgates of inspiration to the 
seer’s darkened vision ; for interrupting the angry retort which 
Mr. Merlin was commencing to the last speaker, he drew him­
self up to the full of his remarkable height, elevated his ruined 
head like the towering crest of a mighty eagle, and in a voice 
whose deep sonorous tones swept like a word of power through 
the high vaulted hall, and fell in acconts of magic potency on 
each awe-struck listener, he began thus :

“ Again I see the light of God’s own blessed sun. Again I 
see the crisp white frost and snow shining in light on thousand 
glittering sparks, o’er field and forest, woodland, hill and glen ; 
I see its radiant beams reflected too, in diamond panes in yon­
der castle tower; it is a brave old ruin, lofty once, and grand. 
Kings and knights and dames of high renown have held their 
court and wassail in its bowers ; and though the fluttering, ivy 
crowns its walls, and bats and owls hold kingdom in its courts, 
the atmosphere of royalty and pride lingers around its moss- 
grown, crumbling stones.”

“ ’Tis my poor old barn he sees,” whispered Rufus to his 
next neighbor. “The picture is graphic enough.”

“ I see,” continued the seer, “ the night veil drawing close. 
What banks of clouds are mustering in the sky ! Ah me ! the 
darkness gathers thickly on; and now the gloom is deeper, far 
more dense than nature’s night has ever known before ;—it sti­
fles me ! it takes away my breath ! There is no moon to break 
this hideous night! ’tis darkness all impenetrable, black ! and 
oh what sounds break on my startled ear ! Hark ! heed ye 
not the deep-mouthed thunder’s boom ? crashing elements have 
broken loose, and wildly howl the rushing requiem winds ! See 
there! the forked lightnings’dreadful glare whirls madly o’er 
the murky forest’s lords ; the parting giants wail their own 
death-song, and felled beneath the stroke, lie blackened, dead !

“ And now we stand within the castle walls. Let the loud 
tempest roar, the thunder crash, the livid lightning speed its 
awful flight! There’s bonny work within that ancient fane ! 
There’s mirth, and revelry, and wassail loud,—a dainty wed­
ding, too, is forward now, and only waits the coming of the 

bride. .
“ List to the tolling of the castle-bell! It booms the death 

of night and of the year! Slowly and sad the midnight hour

proclaims another year is dead—another born; and woe are 
they who see its mournful birth., But stay ! who are the rev­
elers ? Wait, I’ll count. For every hour that tolls I. see a 
face, bearing some well-known name; one more there is—the 
thirteenth man—and he stands off alone. An altar there is 
raisedp-a gibbering ape, in gown and cassock, takes the place 
of priest. An open book and wedding-ring he holds, and all 
stand ready waiting for the bride. She comes! she comes! 
Room for the wretched dove, with broken pinion, ruffled 
plumes and soiled! Behold her dragged along by vassal 
hands, to play her part enforced, in this foul scent»! gh God, 
why beats my heart—my feeble knees, why do they bend and 
totter ’neatk my weight? My eye-balls are on fire! gh,how 
they burn! I’m blind again ! I’m blind! Ah me! all’s dark ! 
gh God ! in mercy, one short moment more suspend the doom, 
and let me see her face! '

“ It may not be ; the night has fallen indeed ; the curtain’s 
drawn; the pageant is played out. Yet once again—what 
means that mighty rush, sounding like foaming torrents in 
mine ear ! Hark! what a shriek!—a cry of human woe! 
'tis raised by fourteen drowning mortals’ cries ! They sink ! 
they sink! gh, save them if you can ! Thirteen most guilty 
souls are perishing, but that poor maid, that sinless victim, j 
save!—oh, snatch her from the dreadful rushing tide ! In ! 
vain, in vain! Engulphed beneath the flood, the victim and de- ! 

stroyers all are still! The castle clock tolls one; the New 
Year’s born, and but one form is there to greet its birth. A 
royal crown he wears, a pale steed rides,—his robe a shroud, 
his throne, the silent grave !”

As the beggar ceased, and, apparently exhausted with the 
prophetic paroxysm, crouched down beside his little dog, the 
indignant wrath of his listeners vented itself in threats and 
execrations against the prophet of evil. His promised reward 
was brutally denied him, and he himself thrust out of doors to 
the mercy of a storm, little less pitiless than that which he 
had been describing. .

As the fawning domestics, in servile imitation of their bet­
ters, kicked the poor little cur limping and howling after his 
master, the beggar cheerily bid his little companion “ come on 
and never heed them ; for, surely, Jack,” said he, accustomed 
to address the four-footed partner of his toils as a friend and 
confidant, “ they who kick the helpless and crush the fallen 
rob themselves of the only sure light by which we. can grope 
our way to heaven—the guidance of Him who is eyes unto the 
blind, feet unto the lame, and the strength of all those who 
put their trust in Him. Come along, Jack ; hold up your 
head and carry your basket straight; God’s good angels go 
along with us, and we’ll yet have some pennies to carry home 
to Margaret. gh, Margard ! oh my child ! may the bright 
ones who light thy father’s darkened way, hover around thy 
sinless footsteps, and leave me lonely and desolate so that thou 
may’stbe sheltered from the world’s bitter storms!”

The father’s prayer, (wrung from the agony of a heart al­
ready shrinking beneath the shadow of the impending storm) 
was heard and granted, though like all God’s ways, iu that 
deep mystery which man in vain seeks to penetrate.

“ I will show you how to cheat the wizard and his proph­
ecy of evil,” cried Reuben Merlin, long after the beggar had 
been expelled from the door. “ All assemble here on New • 
Year’s eve ; come by the road, and avoid the river. Do not 
even cross the ford above Brooke’s Mill. Don’t go near Ru- , 
fus\ old shanty, above all things ; and do you, Rushton, bring 
your bride along, with help, or without, as it pleases yourself; 
only swear, one and all, on New Year’s eve, one hour before 
midnight, to be in this very place, and we’ll set defiance to 
flood and fire, though old Sandy, old gcean, and Beelzebub 
himself were thundering at our gates. Do you swear?”

“ IHe su:car, living or dead, we, fourteen members of ‘ The 
Wildfire Club,’ will meet in this place at half-past eleven o'clock 
Dccembcr olf, IT—”
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MES. METTLER=S MEDICINES.
All these remedies are compounded according to Mrs. Mettler’s directions, given 

while iu a state of Clairvoyance, and are purely vegetable, aud perfectly safe under 
all circumstances.

Mrs. Mettler's Restorative Syrup.—For an impure state of the blood, derange­
ment of the Sccretions, Bilious Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Sick and Nervous 
Headache, Inactivity of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irritation of thc Mu- 
cuous Membrane, etc. Price per bottle, $1.

Mrs Mettler's Dysentery Cordial.—A Stomach and Bowel Corrector. Price per ' 
boitle, 50 cents.

Mrs. Mettler's Celebrated Elixir.—For Cholera, Colic Pains, Cramps of the 
Stomach and Bowels, Rheumatic and Neuralgic Pains, Bilious Stomach, Fever and 
Ague, and internal injuries. Price per bottle, 50 cents.

Mrs Mettler's Neutralizing Mixture.—For Bilious Obstructions, Acidity of the 
Stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms 
occasioned by cold or worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents.

Mrs. Mettler's Pulmonaria.—For Colds, Irritation of the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and all diseases of the Respi­
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, $1.

Mrs. Mettler's Healing Ointment.—For Burns, Scalds, Fresh Cuts and Wounds 
of almost every description, Boils, Suit Rheum, Blisters, Swelled and Sore Breast3 or 
Nipples, Glandular Swelling, Piles, Chapped Hands or Chaffing. Price per box, 25 
cents.

Mrs. Mettler's Remarkable and Unpreeedented Liniment.—For Lameness and 
Weakness of several parts of the human system, Contracted Muscles and Sinews, 
Rheumatic, Inflammatory and Neuralgic Affections, Callous and Stiff Joints, Spas­
modic Contractions, etc., etc. Price per bottle. $1.

James McClester, Proprietor.
S. T. MUNSON Agent, 5 Gstat Jones street, New York.
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MRS. C. L. NEWTON, HEALING MEDIUM,
Has fully tested her powers, and will sit for the cure of diseases of a chronic nature, 

by the laying on of hands. Acute-pains instantly relieved by spirit-power. Chronic 
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Chronic Spinal Disease?, Pains in the Side, Disease of tha 
Liver, Nervous Prostration, Headache, Terms for each sitting, $1.00. Hours
from 9 A. M. to 3 P. M. Will visit families if required. No. 2G West Dedham street, 
two doors from Washington street, Boston. 6—tf

BELA MARSH,
IT o. 14 Bromfield Street, Boston,

Keeps constantly on hand, for sale at the Publishersi prices, the Boeks named tn 
the following list of Spiritual works, together with many others suitable for thr 
time-s. All new publications received as soon as issued, and the trade supplied at * 
liberal discount, in which case the freight will be paid by the purchaser. Orders are 
rexspEctfully solicited.

I A Beautiful Gift Book. The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers. Received
i chiEliy throug'h the Mediumship of Mrs J. S. Adams. By A. B. Child, M. D.^— 

‘‘Cold, cold mutt be the heart that does not soften at thc repeated coming and
, sound of angel footsteps.”—Flora. In various bindings. Price 85 ccnts, $1, and 
; $1.50.
Warren Chase’s New Book: “The Life Line of the Lone Ono: 

or, Autobiography of tiie Wordd's Child.” Price $ 1,00.
, Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture at Newburyport. Price 15 cants. .
Woodman’s Three Lectures — reply to Dr. Dwight’S sermon on Spintual- 

: ism. Price 25 cents. -
; A Review of I. E. Dwinell’s Sermon against Spiritualism. By
: J. 11. AV. Toohey. Price 15 cents.
1 The P-almt Of Life. A compilation of Psalms, Hymns, Chants, &c., embodying 
! the spiritual, ProG'retsive, and Reforroatory sentiments of the present age- By 
■ John S. Adams. Price 75 cents.
! The Harmoniad and Sacred Melodist, IGO pages. Price in boards 3S cents
I single ; $3.50 per doze-n.
i Modern Spiritualism. Its facts and. fanaticisms, its consistencies and ntut-a- 

dictions ; with au Appendix. By E. W. Capron. Price $1.(00
The Spirit Minstrel. By J. B. Packard and J. S. iLwlind. Price hi p&^r 

covers, 25c ; in cloth backs, 38c.
j What’s o’clock? Modern Spiritual Manifestations.
j reason and past revelation? Price 15 cents.
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MBS. J. E. KELLOGG, SPIRIT MEDIUM,
C25 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.

Hours from 10 A. M. to 1 P. M. On Tuesday. Thursday, Friday and Saturday eve­
ning# from 7 to 9. By previous engagement only, fr-m 4 to G P. M. 5—tf

ROOMS FOE MEDIUMS.
To let, at No. C Warren Square; two.parlors, furnished, in handsome style. Will be 

leased singly or together. Also, an office on the first floor, suitable for a healing me­
dium, and several chambers. ' 4—tf

MES. L. W. KEMLO, HEALING MEDIUM,
NO. 15 LAGRANGE PLACE, BOSTON.

Invalids may rest assured that Mrs. K. is fully qualified, by study and experience, 
to treat disease successfully, nor is she surpassed in her examinations, prescriptions 
and success, by any known Medium. *She prepares the medicines needed, thus pre­
venting mistakes, saving much time and trouble.

N. B. Consultations and examinations free of charge. •

MES. E. J. FEENCH, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN.
Mrs. French it now permanently located at No. S Fourth Avenue, near Sth street, 

New York, where she continues daily to make examinations and prescribe for the sick 
with great success. Parties from a distance, or who from severe illness cannot visit 
her at her rooms, are requested to Enclose a lock of hair and at least one of the prom­
inent symptoms. Examination and prescription $5, invariably in advance.

MRS. FRENCH’S MEDICINES.
These really valuable vegetable compounds (as the testimony of hundreds of living 

witnesses will prove,) are still prepared with great care by the subscriber, who. after 
nearly five years’ Experience and observation, feels not only warranted in giving them 
a still wider circulation, but a duty he owes to suffering humanity, to make them more 
generally known. With this view we have recently simplified the classification for 
general use.

Lung and Cough Syrup—For Bronchial and Lung Affections, Coughs, Colds, 
Whooping Cough, Croup, kc.

The Nerve Vital Fluids, classified as Nos. 3 and 5.
Blood, Liver and Kidney Affections, Headache, _
and for all diseases where the stomach is implicated.

No. 5—For Tic Doloreux, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, St. Titus Dance, Talty, Cramp, 
Colic, Cholera Morbut, and all severe nervous aifectiont.

Chill Fever Mixture.—This remedy it invaluable. Unlike most reme*dies for this 
disease, it leaves no sting behind.

The External Fluid —As au external application for thc alleviation of pain and 
sorenett, for sprains, bruises, kc., this fluid is unequalled, and should be in every 
family. -

Salves.—We have a variety of Salve? and Liniments, for Cutaneous Eruptions, Fel­
ons, White Swellings; Boilt, Bealings, kc.; alto fur Piles and Corns. Price 25 cents j 
per box. j

These fluids are sold at $1 per bottle. Packages of tix bottles securely boxed and 
sent by express to all sections of the country for $5. A liberal discount to agents. i

S. CULBERTSON, Agent, No. S Fourth Avenue, N. Y. i
I have recently fitted up. and have now in full operation at No. S Fourth Avenue, I 

New York, Oriental Baths. These baths cannot be too highly appreciated as reme . 
dial agents for many conditions of the human organism, while as a mere luxury they ' 
are unequalled. S. Cci.bertsok. ;
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THE SPIRITUAL AGE;
Devoted to Rational Spiritualism and Practical Reform.
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A. E. NEWTON and S. B. BRITTAN, Editors,
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already paid for has not expired. In the latter case, the error will be cheerfully cor­
rected.

THE AGE OF FREEDOM.
A Weekly Paper, published at Berlin Hights, Ohio; edited by Cordelia Barry,

Francis Barry, C. M. Overton and John Patterson. Terms, $1 a year. Specimen cop­
ies -ent gratis. Address Cordelia Barry, Berlin Hights, O. 7—2m

DBS. BEOWN, DENTAL SUEGEONS,
24 1-2 WINTER STREET, BALLOU'S BUILDING, 

Patients Psychologized or Entranced, and operations performed without pain.

ADELAIDE E. SAWYER, ARTIST IN CRAYON,
ROOMS AT A. S. KELLY’S, COTTAGE STREET, CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASS.

! The Magic Staff; An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Davis. A new work.
i Price* $1-25.
' The Penetralia, Being harmonial answers to important questions, by .Andew
] Jackson Davis. Price $1.00.

The.Present Age and Inner Life. By A. J. Davis, price $i.
The Harmonial Man. By Andrew J. Davis. Price GO cents.
Nature’s Divine RevelationSi &c. By Andrew J. Davis. Price $2.00.
The Great Harmonia. By Andrew J. Davis. Vol. I., the Physirian. Pricr 

$1.00. Vol. II., The Teacher. Price $1.00. Vol. III., The Seer. Price $1.00
■ Vol. IV. The REformEr. Price $1.0)0).
■ The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. By A- J. Davis. 50c.
j Free Thoughts Concerning Religion. By A. J. Davis. Price 15c.

The Philosophy of Special Providences, By A. J. Davis, price 15 cents.
i The Approaching Critit, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 50c.

An Epic Of the Starry Heaven. Thomas L. Harris. Price 75c.
, Lyric of the Morning Land. Thomas L. Harris. Pricc 75c.
j A Lyric Of the Golden Age. Thomas L. Harris. Price $1.50.
j The Wisdom of Angelt. By T. L. Harris. Price 75 cents.

Hymnt of Spiritual Devotion. By T. L. Harris. Price 40 cents.
The Herald Of Light. Monthly. By T. L. Harris. Price 15 cents.
The Kingdom of Heaven, or The Golden Age By E. W. Loveland. Neatly 

bound iu cloth. Price- 75 cents.
Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse. By Alfred Cndge. Price GSc. 
Courtney’s Review Of Dr. Dodd’s Theory. Price 25 cents.
New Testament “Miracles” and “Modern MiraclES.” Price 30c.
Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention- Price 75c.
Spiritualism. By Edmonds and Dexter, iu two volt. Price* $1.25 each
An Exposition Of Views rEspecting the principal Facts, Causes and Peculiarities 

involved in Spirit Manifestations. By Adin Ballou. Price in cloth, 75c * paper 
50c.

The Eeligion of Manhuud, By J. n. Robinson ; with introduction by A. X 
Newton. Price in cluth, 75c j inpiaper 50c.

Spirit Intercourse. By Herman Snow. Price GO cents.
The Seeress of Prevost. Price ySc.
Spirit Works Eeal tmt not Miraculous. By A. Putnam. Price 25c.
The Birth of the Universe. By and through R. P. Ambler. Price 50c. 
Brittan and Eichmond’t Discussion. Price $ 1.00.
Discourset from the Spirit World. Dictated by Stephen Olin, through 

Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. Price GGc.
Eeiehenhaeh,s Dynamics of Magnetism. Price $1.00.
Pneumatology. By Stilling. Edited by Rev. George Bush. Price 75c. 
Celestial Telegraph. By L. A. Cahagnet. Price $1.00.
Night Side of Nature. By Catharine Crowe. Price $1.25.
The Healing of the Nations. Through Charles Linton, Medium, with an In 

troduction and Appe-mlix, by Gov. Tallmadge. Price $1.50.
Tiffany’s Spiritualism Explained; In Twelve Lectures. $1.00.
Natty, a spirit; by Allen Putnam. 62 L-2c.
The Ministry of Angels Eealized; A Letter to the Edwards Congregational 

Church, Boston. By Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Ne-wtou. 15 cts •, single ; $1.25 a dozen. 
$10 a hundred. - ’

Answer to Charges of Belief in Modern Eevelations, &c; given before 
the Edwards Congregational Church, Boston. By A. E. Newton. 10 cents.

Prof. Hare’s Large Work; Experimental Investigations of the Spirit Manl- 
estations, &c. Price $1.75.

Scenes in the Spirit World; by Hudson Tuttle. Price 50 cents.
Tiffany’s Monthly. $l.uo per annum.
A Letter to the Chf.-tnut Street, Congregational Church, ChElsE3, Mass. By John 

S. Adams. Price* 15c.
A Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth. An interesting narrative of the advance 

ment of a spirit from darkness into light, By J. S. Adams. 25c.
Review °f Rev. Charles Beecher. By John S. Adams. Price 6 cents.
Book for Skeptics. Price 25 ccnts.
Familiar Spirits and Spiritual Manifestations. By Dr. Encck Pi»£, 

with a Reply by A. Bingham. Price* 15c. .
The Philosophy of Creation. By Thomas Paine, through the hand of Horacs 

G. OVood, Medium. Price 38c.
Astounding Facte from the Spirit World. By J. A. Gridley, South 

ampton, Mats. Price 63 cents.
Philosophy of the Spirit World. By Rev. Charles Hammond. 63c.
Messages from the Superior State. Communicated by John Murray through 

John M. Spear. Price 5oc.
The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine, c. Hammond, Medium. 75c.
Voices from the Spirit World. Isaac I’ost, Medium. Price 50c.
Eeply to the Eev. Ur. W. P. Lunt’s Discourse. By Miss E. K Tomy, 

of liuincy, Mass. Price 15 cents.
The Lily Wreath of Spiritual Communications; Through Mrs. J. 8. 

Adams, and others. 85 cents, $1.50 and $1.
The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers; Received through the m^mnsiup of 

Mr.-. J. S. Adams, and others. 'Prices as above.
The Progressive Life of Spirits After Death. Price 15 cents.

i

i

I
II 
j

No. 3—For impurities of the ;
e, Dyspepsia, General Nervous Debility, ;

* ' i

COl^iSU^PTION AND DISEASES OF THE THROAT. I
Successfully Cured by lnhaliny Cold Mcdicatcd Vapors. |

DR. ANDREW STONE, Physician to the Troy Lung Institute, inventor of the cele- . 
brated Pulmomctcr, ur Lung Tetter, and editor of the “ Invalid’s Oracle,” is treat- j 
ing with astonishing tuccett, all Diseases of the Lungs, the Throat and Heart, Asth- ■ 
ma, Bronchitis, Laryngitis, and Tubercular Consumption, with hit new ditcovered sys- ' 
tem of Cold Medicated V.apcrs, which aro breathed directly into the lungs aud the teat j 
of disease. I

This discovery is based upon true seienti.fie principles. The vapors are so prepared ■ 
and composed, as to dissolve tubercular matter in the lungt and cause it to be expec- 
torated,—at the tame time it traverses every minute air tube and cell, and ulcerated . 
cavern in .the lungt, causing them to heal, quieting the cough, subduing the night ■ 
sweats, the hectic fever and chills. |

Consumption, that all prevailing disease, which is now carrying one hundred thous- . 
and annually in the United States, to a premature grave, and which brings the black ;

young hearts and blasts so many pros- 
system of treatment, as any other dis- i 

constitution

pall over so many families, blights so many 
pects, is now as curable in my hands, under my 
ease, if adoptM in any prudent season, before the vital energies of the 
are too far depressed.

Packages of Vapors—with all the treatment and inhaler, with both 
printed advice for a three months’ course, $25,—for one month, $15.

XZT Dr. Stone is permitted to refer to the New York Editor of the Aye

written and

for informa- ! 
tion respecting thc nature and success of his treatment by the inhalation of cold med­
icated vapors. Address, I)r. Andkev moxE, |

No. 96 Fifth street, Troy, N. T. I

WM. E. RICE, CLAIBVOYANT PHYSICIAN,
OFFICE 9S Hudson Street, Boston, Mass. If sickness or distance prevent peryona 

attendance, examination can be made from a lock of hair and a statement of the 
leading symptoms, age and sex. Office hours from 10 A. M. to 3 P. M. Terms (in ad* 
vance), when tho patient is present, $3; when absent, $5.

THE SPIRITUAL TEIBUNE.
A QUARTERLY—devoted to the higher interests of mankind. Each number 

(it being enlarged from a Monthly to a Quarterly,) will contain one hundred and 
forty-four large octavo pages. Terms $2.00 per annum, in advance.

Address HENRY II. TATOR. Editor nnd Proprietor, Chicago, 111. til

LIFE OF A SEE^^. FIFTH EDITION’.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW JACKSOiT DAVIS.
ENTITLED “THE MAGIC STAFF.”

THIS Volume gives an accurate and rational account of the Social, PsycholoGical, 
and Literary career of the Author, beginning with his fir=t mem<?riet, and ascend 
ing, step by step, through ewery subsequent year, to the present period. Some idea of 1 
the Work may be derived fr< m the* following : [

Of those strange events which have marked the Author's most private and interior ; 
Experiences, the de-scripti'in? are ma^velloutly beautiful, and the whole is distinguished ; 
by a style at once- simple and pathetic, romantic and familiar, original and entertain- i 
ing. The Volume contains 552 pages, 12mo. Illustrated. Price, $1.25.

Orders will be promptly filled by the Publishers.
Sing’le copies tent by mail, pottage free.

AN ASYLUM FOE THE AFFLICTED.
HEALING by laying on 

opened an Asylum for the 
is prepared to accommodate 
moderate terms.

3“T Patients desiring board
mentt may be made before their arrival.

Tho-e sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should enclose $1 for the 
examination, with :i letter stamp to prepay their postage.

OiTice hours’ from 9 to 12 A. M., aud from 2 to 5 P. M.

of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, hai 
Afflicted at No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where he 
patients desiring treatment by the above process on

should give notice in advance, that suitable arrange.

to the afflicted.
DR. S. CUTTER, assisted by Mrs. G. W. Walker, Clairvoyant and Healing Me­

dium, will attend to the wants of the sick. Office, 221 Central street, Lowell, 
Mass. Patients win be accommodated with board.

N. C. LEWIS, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN.
EXAMINATIONS and Prescriptions by au Indian Spirit of the olden time. No.

15 Montgomery Place.

J. S. B^^WN Ar CO.,
No. 22 Frankfort street, New York.

COUNSELLOR AT LAW.
JABE7. C. WOODMAN, of PORTLAND-Mi:., 31 Exchange SrreET,

Practices in the Counties of Cumberland, York, Oxford, and Androscoggin, and 
in the Courts of the United States.

He trusts that the friends of truth in Boston- and New York will see to it that he does 
not suffer in his professional butine-st, because his testimony has been freely given in
relation to the evidences of Life and Immortality that have occurred in the present age. j

Portland, Jan. 5, 1S57. |

A EEMAEKABLE TEST.
AT the sitting of a circle a short time since, Dr. Charles Main being present and 

having at the time a patient under his care that had long bafflcd his medical 
skill, inquired of the Spirit intelligencE what medicine it would prescribe for the cast 

i in question. The spirit g*ave his name (as having formerly been well known as a 
I celebrated physician in the earthly sphere) and replied, “ Go to Dr. ChEEver’s, No.

1 Tremont Temple, Tremont street, and procure his Life-Root Mucilage.” This was 
done by the Doctor, aud used with complete* success. At that time, the Doctor, the 
medium, nor either of the circle knew anything of Dr. ChEever, or that there waa 
such a medicine to be had; and since Dr. Main has formed an acquaintance with 
the proprietor, he has informed him of the fact, and here gives him The full benefit of 
it- .

The above is true in every particular. Charles Maix, No. 7 Davis street, Boston
This invaluable* medicine has long been used as an infallible remedy for Con­

sumption, Scrofula, Salt Rheum, Erysipelas, Cough, Disease of the Liver, Dyspepsia, 
■ Canker, Mercurial Disease, Piles, and all gross acrid humors.

A letter Enclosing one dollar will procure a bottle; or five dollars for six bottle*. 
Will be sent to any part of the Union. 'All orders directed to Dr. J. CHEDVEE, 
No. 1 Tremont Temple, Boston, Mast. t13

i

A. C. STILES, M. D., BRIDGEPORT, CONN., |
INDEPENDENT CLAIRVOYANT, j

Guarantees a true diagnosis of the disease of the person before him, or no fee will i 
be claimed. J

Terms to be strictly observed.—For Clairvoyant examination and prescription, '
when the patient is present, $2: if by a lock of hair, if a prominent symptom is given, I 
$3; if a prominent symptom is not given, $5. For answering sealed letters, $1. For ; 
Psychometric delineations of character, $2. To insuie attention, thc fee and postage 
ptamp must in all cases be advanced.

WM. HOLLAND,
CLAIRVOYANT, PSYCHOMETRIC, AND HEALING MEDIUM.

Terms.—Clairvoyant Examinations, when present, $1; by a lock of hair, $2. Psy- • 
chometric delineation of character, $1. No. 45 Broad street, Salem, Mats. ■

A HOME FOR THE AFFLICTED. j
HEALING BV T.AYISi; ON OF HANI'S. •

DR. W. T. 0SB0RN, Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, who has been very success- | 
ful in curing the sick, treats with unprecedented success, by the laying on of hands, i 
in connection with other new and invaluable reme-die-s, all Chronic Diseases, such as i 
Consumption, Liver Complaint, Scrofula, Rheumatism, Gout, Neuralgia, Paralysis J 
ami Heart Complaint. Diseases considered incurable by the Medical Faculty, readily I 
yield to liis new and powerful remedies. Persons desiring board and treatment can i 
be accommodated. Terms for an examination at the office*, $1—by letter, $2. Hours 
from 9 A. M. to 7 P. M. Rooms No. 110 Cambridge street, Boston.

THE NEW PRACTICE.
A. B. NEWCOMB, Healing Medium, associate of Dr. C. A. Billinbrook, of Phila­

delphia, has rooms at No. 2 Suffolk Place, Boston. Dr. N. has no stereotyi>Ed 
medicinEs. Prescriptions are given by a spirit, formerly an eminent English Physi­
cian, and medicines are prepared for every individual cate Each patient is furnished j 
with a written copy of full and explicit directions regarding the moxle of life, the ap- I 
phances of the laws of health, and the course of diet and reg'imen best adapted to his i 
or her constitution. Letters containing hair to indicate disease will be answered, with • 
a full description of the case, and must contain one dollar and a poetage 'Stamp, to in­
sure a return. Office hours from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M., and 7 to S P. M. Advice free.

THE SICK AEE HEALED
WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W. GREENMTOOD, Healing Medium, Rooms 

No. 15 Tremont street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from 9 A. M. to 
5 P. M. Other hours he will visit the sick at thoir hous^.

A RETIRED PHYSICIAN,
WHOSE sands of life have nearly run out, discovered while in the Rast Indies, a 

certain cure for Consumption, Asthma, Bronchitis, Coughs, Colds and G«mnl 
Debility. The reme-dy was discovered by him when his only child, a daughter, wa 
given up to die. "N itliing to do as much good as possible, he will send to such of hl* 
afflicted fellow-being? as request it, this recipe, with full and explicit directions for 
making it up and successfully using it. He requires each applicant to inclose him 
one shilling—three cents to he returned as postage on the recipe, and thc remainder to 
be applie*d to the payment of this advertisemEnt. Address,

DR. II. JAMES, No. 19 Grand street, Jersey City, N. J.

SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIC PRESCRIPTIONS,
CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS KING, Botanic Apothecary, 654 Warh 

ington street, under Pine Street Church, Boston.
Ail of Mrs. Mcttler’s Medicines for sale as above. tf

A. B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST,
NO. 15 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

FOUNTAIN HOUSE,
CORNER of Beach street and Harrison Avenue. Spiritualists’ Head-Quarter« in 

Boston. Charge $1 25 per day, or $7 j-er week, for two or three weeks.
H. F. GARDNER-

SUFFOLK DYE 'HOUSE,
CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREETS, BOSTON.

DENTISTRY.
DR. N. n. SWAIN, DENTIST, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 

Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, and psieae reasonable.


