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NA'l'URE. 
A.SSOCJ.\TJO'S, PROGRESSIOS, Dl:Y£L0P'IEST. 

THE SPIRIT'S DESTINY. 

BY .A. . J. DA\~ JS. 

I. \Vill all matter become spirit? 
2. To wh1t end will unspiritualized 

matter be appropriated? 
3. \Vhnt diff~rence is there between 

maller and spirit? 
4. Arc ~oul, spirit, and mind synony­

mous, or arc they not? 
5. \Vherc will the spirit re~ide? 
In approaching a subject so vu.st and 

sublime, our minds should be almost to­
tally divested of the impressions and in­
tluence;i of birth and i>ducation. "' e 
m~~n 'tho g>•-&Gll IUi on .. 
would think who b·U! just entered mto th:s 
" ·oriel of hfo and being, with all his in­
tellectu1.l nnd reasoning faculties in a 
high shtc of devclopemcnt. This state 
of simple-mindedness is neces_sary te a 
proper reception and understanding- of tJie 
truth. In :rukinf! the trnth we must be 
lil..e untramruele.t 11.nd nnsophistica"'Pd 
infants; but in uru:krstandinJ< and apply­
inu the tnith, we must be like free-born 
and hi,,.hly-enlightcned men. In this 
mental '::oudition we will now proceed. 

I. Tfill all matter buome apirit '­
Answer; Xo. Because m'Ttltr and mo­
tion or matter and mind, are etPrn:d. \Ye 
hav~ no gronnrls orfoundalion from whic.n 
to rea5on, if we attempt to question this 
fundamental con'l'iction of truth. \Ve 
roust begin to rcnson (if we desire to rea­
son ) in this manner: God and bis Body 
are 'eternal. 'l'hrre was nothin!? prior to 
Deitv b., "hich He could ha\"t! been cre­
ated; nor "·as there ever a period in the 
depths of time when ~latter did not exist. 
God 'Wll.S not creatcd-maUPr was not 
created. Anything that is created con­
tains within itself the elements of ch:i.nge 
and disorganiution. Anything uncreated 
is bevond the i<phere of chanire and de­
struction. I ean that if nnything..,..aa 
created, CUI thcoloziuns brlicw' thnt mat­
ter was created, out of nothmg, then that 
thing would con~-iin withi~ itself the eli;­
ment.i of returmn"' to a similar st.1.tc-1t 
11rnu"l chanire b•

0

ck to nothin(?. \Ye 
mu~t admit tJiat Mind(orGod)nnd Matter 
(or :Xature,) lll'C uncreated and eternal. 

All we know of creation is simply con- 1 planets in the boundless firmament, will 
fined to tlu1t unceasing and uni\•ersal ultimately be converted into spirit ; but 
chan2e of atoms which is going on in the then tl1ere still remains a universe of 
vast, immcasureable organization of God, matter-a boundles.; unwerse of mate rials 
c:illed Nnturc. Creation, in truth, is -unspiritulltzed, and material, too, mil­
simply n change in the Jonn, position, ond lioru of times lower than the earth in the 
influence of atoms and elements 10 t11c SC!lle of progress and refinement, or tha.11 
universe in which we reside, nnd of which is the granite rock now beneath the re­
wc arc an important and insepuable por- finement of the human spirit. Therefore 
l ion. A corresponding creation is per- to our \'ery limited capacity of compre­
pctually going on in our own constllu-

1 

hension, all matter will become spmt; 
tioru. Every elcmPnt, e\·ery f:lmd, and but to the illimitable capacity of the Ccn­
e,·cry subs!.!lnce known in the animal tral ~I, nnd compared with the inex­
economy, is undergoing some modifica- hs.ustiblc materiRls cornpo~ing his physi­
tion or change. Something is, in Uil~ cal constitution, a t:CMJ little portion of 
sense, constantly being created in our matter will seem thus converted. 
bodies. 2. To u·l111t end will 11nspirilualized 

The food which we cat is allllyzed and mailer be appropriated~ Tlus question 
appropriated by the gastric fluid and the implies tile supposition thflt the process 
digP~tirn function~; and one portion of neation--0f progress and development 
tbJ;:, nu (' .th"-!fur&l1atlo.n of bone -will ulhmatcly cea~e. and thatfinal ar­
anothcr portion to t11e formation of 11i11,. rangem!'nts will take pince; thllt C\'ery 
cle, another to nerve,., anoU1er portion thing will h'.\\"e a poHlion n11d occupation 
createi; new \"£'ins and arteries; and t11e aE<signed to it, nn<l tJiat <'lPrnal fixedness 
most sublimated part goes to the forrna- will pervade infinity. But althou"'h this 
tion or c:-rea.tion of that &piritual princip!e bypoth£'.;is is not allowable in our "philos­
by which the whole sy-tE'm is moved and ophy of e\"erlasting progrcs~, there is on 
illumilllted. This fa1111liar illu•trallon is answer to the question. I t is this: \Vhen 
sufficient to imprc-s a definite idea of the prutnt structure of the unii·erse shall 
,.·bat con~tituta.' creation, and bow the have Sl'rved so r~ as it is capable, the 
atoms, flmds, and clements m umveri;al purposes of mtLtenal refinement and spir­
nnlurc change and circulate from the itual development, and has converted as 
centre of etern:il power to the uttermost much matter into human spirits as its in­
manifestations of boundlef's infinity. numerable and immeasurable arran"'e-

_:-;o''°• to ask if all !ll~tter. will bec<>!ne ments ~"ill perform, then the refui'e m:Ue­
i:pmt, wo~ld be admittJ!1" 10to the mmd nals will fall l:ack into that "ununagina­
the ~~sibihty <_>f that which w~ 1mc_rwltd ble ocean of liquid fire," and n 11e1r struc­
ceas!ng to ~x1St. This question is not ture will be de\·elopcd. Ilcfore the pru­
consistent wtth the fundamental wounds enl order of the nni\·er,;c will chan"'e 
of nil. our reasoni~g" ~n_d therefore .tJie mor~ than. whttt we now term ttn dernitg 
q~csl1_on ans.n:ers 1t.selt m t_he nega_t1v~. of ltmt will ham passed away. But the 
God .is a spmt, and. tJ1e _ultunatc: ol !i~ change rnu~t a.nd will coinl'. And e\·ery 
creation, or the prolifi_i:atlon of lus spirlt re-<:onstruction of the nni\·er~e will be 
in nature, de,-~lopes corre,.pondm:r em- an infinite improi:tment upon the preced­
hodiment:o, which we term human spirit.<. ina structure. And tJie ultimate crea­
:::>pirit will produce i<pirit, as a flower will t i;.1s or unfoldings of ench ~ucccedm"' 
pr?duce a tl~wer. . . iotructure "ill infinitely tran~ccnd the de~ 
. ~he question morco\"er .'mp~1es the pos- \•elopmcnL:; of those unfrerau which have 

~ibihty of a final tenmnatlon; ancl I and will tJms ~ink rnto thl! ohlh-iou" paE<t. 
think your mind \VSS impre::~ed with an Thus the wISpiritnalized portion of mat­
idca tb!lt a Ume wj)) arrirn in the future tcr wilJ subsen<c the p11!'J'OSCS of a new 
when creation "'ill be complete ; that mat- crC:ltion. And 1l is thus thot the principles 
ler will all be d~lled into spirit ; that of Association, ProgTcssion, and Devel­
hnman souls .will reach their '.:ftnal .home," ?pment, exert their unite.d and perpetual 
l\llrl that umversal pro{\'1"ession will en.a. mtl.uence upon ~he empire of worlds, of 
All the matter cornposm~ our earth '"Ill which our earth ts but a very insignificant 
be refined into spirit, onil nil the matter portion. 
which we can see iu the form of .. uos uad 3. ln&tJt dijfaence ;., tiue ktu:«n 
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.~latter and Spirit'! Almost all words ymous, or are the:1 not'! I am thankful 
which describe the qual ity of anythinl!', for this question, because no opportunity 
arc relative-they have a re lative signifi- h'lS presented il.:.lclf, since the delivery of 
cance. ' Ve speak generally from con- those lectures which compose the "Rev­
trast. Indeed, in a universe hke this-so elations," "hen an explanation seemed 
replete with varieties and difforcnces-it appropriate. And J have not been insen­
is almost impossible to employ any other sible lo the vast amount of obscnrity and 
than relative words to communicate our contradiction which the diversified em­
ideas. The general opinion is, ns you ployment of these terms Ins produced 
are doubtless aware, that Rpirit is some- among those who have strng-gled to bc­
thing entirely unlike matter. But reason come philosophically metaphysical, and 
refers us immediately to this simple con- even among those who consider thcm­
clusion : that spirit is something; and selves alre:idy accomplished wasoners . 
something must be substance, or else it Some philosophers, and Swedenborg 
would be no th ing; or e'sc, in plai!1er among the number, consider and affirm 
language, there could be no snch a llung tlrtt the soul is the outermost em·ek,ping 
as spirit. R eceiving reason, then, as our medium; that the spirit ·i; the intermedi­
guide to truth, we cannot resist the con- ate or conjunctive medium, and that the 
viction that spirit is substance, and in the mind is the seat or centre of the thinking 
absence of a better word, we term that principle. Thus wh-:t I denominate L ife 
substance "matter." \Ve must not con- is sometim<'s termed Soul; wh:it I de­
found the question under consideration nominate sensation, is sometimes termed 
with those of a similar character. The Spirit, and wh01t 1 denominate intellip;ence 
question is not respecting the source from is sometimes te rmed the .llind. Theo­
wliich the spirit proccctlcd, nor the cle- logian~, I bclir>vc, do not attempt to 
ments and prmciples involved in its indc- <liscrimin:ite between the;;e progrcs$i\"e 
structible constitution, but it is, \Vhat st1tcs of humrn indi\·idmlity. I except, 
difference is there between matter and of course, the met:iphys:c:il portion of 
spirit? that profession. Now, in order to pre-

1 answcr,- Spirit is a word which sig- \·ent misnnderstandin~ hereafter, at least 
nifies, in my mind, an organization of among those inquiring individu:i.ls who 
matler in the highest state of adrnacc- read what I hwe produced or may pro­
ment, refinement, and perfection. Spint tluce, I cheerfully respond to the question : 
is an indissoluble unify of the finest par- 1. 1 con>ider .'.lotion thejirst manifes­
t icles of mutter. 'l'hcrc is ns 1nuch differ- tation of mi.nd-an intlic:ltion of tho Creal 
er.cc between spirit and electricity as .Uirui which resides back of, and in, Na­
there is between electricity and the com- lure; and a proplietical indication of the 
mon earth ; bnt electricity is matter, and existence of ii corresponding mind as an 
so is spirit. If we were abo\"e the plane u'timale or perfoction of :.'\atnre. 
of material development, "here spiritual 2. I consider Life the first <levelop­
organi.mtion ttk"s place, then we would ment of !\lotion, and tl1e s.:cond indica­
bc surrounded with illu;trations and anal- tion of Intclliircnce. 
agous processes : but ts it is, you will 3. I con.~id•·r Scn.~ation the first dc­
rcadily pcrcci,·e that a spirit cannot in- \-clopmcnt of L ife, and the third indica­
vcstigatc and comprehend itself, and tion of future or ultim1te Intelligence. 
hence the obscurity which gathers around 4. I consider llllelligence the highest 
the im·estigation after we pass a certain development of .llo/ion, Lift, and Sensa­
point in the attempt to get above and lion, and a perfect manifest!ltion of the 
look down upon the spiritual organization. intern:il li\"ing and uncliani;eable organi­
Bnt the differcnrt between the app!e and zation. And when I employ the terms 
the appearance and substance of the tree &ml, Spirit, and .lfi11d, I mean the i11ler­
which gave it birth and individuality, or nal a11d immo1tnl lndit-idual. \Vhcn Mo­
between the wild rose and the rocky ancl tion, Life, Scnsatmn, and lntelli«cnce 
mossy substances which garn that ro~e arc conjoined and organi?.cd, I terd: that 
its nourishment and beauty, is not less organization a unity of elements and at­
strikingly wonderful than the difference tributes ; and these clements and attn­
which exists between the matter tee see bntes arrange according to their natural 
and the spirit ice Jul. Detach the apple order, under the comprchen.sh·e terms of 
from the tree, and compare it with the L ove and Wisdom-terms which are per­
form and substance of that tree, and vou fectly expressive of the natural charac­
harn a no less powerful controst than that teristics and legitimate manifestations of 
which we find when comparinrr what we those internal principles. Therefore when 
fecl and know of spirit with what we can I u.;ed the nouns substantive-Sou/, Spir­
su and handle of matter. The phenom- it, .Uind, and J11dii:idual-the thought 
ena of the former are no more under:,tood "hich suggests their employment is re.st­
and appreciated than the phenomena of ing invariffbly" up< n the inward homo, 
the latter. Spirit is organi:::ed and eter- upon the individual oneM.!s, which is 
11ali::ed at the hiihcst point to which constructed upon those principles which 
gross, or wllllt is termed inanimate mat- elernte that oneness aborn the plane of 
ter, can ascend. Spirit is, therefore mat- change and disorganizntion. llcnce the 
ter in the highest Rtate of refineme~t nn<l q\let;t1on ts R.llS\\ ered nffirmativeh·-thc 
o_rg:miz:ition_; and the _difftrrnce ~ons!sts terms arc unqnahfir·dly .. ynonymo1ls. 
simply m this: matte~ _is. gross, mferior, 5. Where will the Spirit reside'! This 
a_nd exter~al-:-and ~nt 1s refined, snpe- question was suggested in your mind by 
r10.r,_ and mtenor. . fhe terms m~ltr and adm1ttrng the supposition that there will 
~pmt arc thus_ 111d1~atn-e of l:he difference I be an end to matter in the fonn of worlds ; 
m the cond•tion, lorm, and 1_nflucnce of because, if material worlds cease to exist., 
the ~e substance,_ 3:nd nothrn~ more. the mind cannot rca~on::bly imagine any 

4 . .'1.re SCJul, SJ11r1t, and ."\l1nd synon- local habitation for the myriads of ind1-
• 

vidu"ll souls which wonld claim a resi­
dence somewhere in the solitudes of im­
mensity. And also it seems that your 
min<l was pervaded with an undefined 
idea that ".final" destinations will be 
gained by all sonls and everything. Ilut 
as matter is etern,iJ, and souls progress 
forever, according to what has beeo st1ted 
in answer to questions on that head, there­
fore the present interrogatory demands a 
dilforcnt answer. 

I have said that the present structure 
of the universe will nltirnatefy change, 
and that a new universe will come forth, 
and that new and higher c reations will be 
the inevitable consequence. Now when 
all words of material organization shall 
have perfom1cd their respective missions 
in the incl1vidualization of immortal spir­
its, and each world shall have di!o!organ­
ized and fallen back into its original \'or­
tcx of ch"los, then where will the spirit 
reside? The question comes in naturally 
here, and here the answer will be best 
understood, oec:iuse it is necessary. 

Aller the indi\"ldual souls leave this 
pLmet (and all planets in universal space 
which yield mch organizations of matter,) 
they ascend to the second sphere of ex­
istence. H erc all indi\"iduals undeq:ro an 
angelic discipline, by "hi ch e\"cry physi­
cal and spintu·tl deformity is remo>cd, 
and symmetry reigns throughout the im­
measurable empire of holy beings. \V hen 
all spirits shall hn.ve prOgTC"--"<'d to the 
second sphe re, the \·arious earths and 
planets m the uni\•crsc, which once 
swarmed with life and animation, will be 
depopulated, and not a h\·ing thing will 
mo\"c upvn their surfaces. And so there 
will be no destruction of lifo 111 that pe­
riod of clisorganiza.tion, bat the earth.,, 
and suns, and planets will die-their life 
will be absorbed by the Divine Spirit. 
God is positive-all ebc is negative. He 
will expand his inmost capacity, and at­
tract the glowing elements of His being 
which permeate the boundless exp:insc of 
matter; and all matter which is not or­
ganize_d _into spirit, will die nnd f~I int.o 
his ongID:il condition. But the rnhab1-
tants of the second sphere will ultimately 
ad\"ance to the third, then to the fourth, 
then to the· fifth, and lastly to the sixth. 
This sixth sphere is as near the great 
Positive Mind as spirits can ever locally 
or physically approach. It is greater than 
all the others. It encircles rnfinity. It 
is in the neirrhborhood of the divine aro­
ma of the D~ity; it is warmed and beau­
tified infinitely by His infinite Love; and 
it is illumimted and rendered unspeaka­
bly magnificent by His all-embr.i.c~g 
" 'isdom. Jn this ineffable sphere, 111 
diflerent ~es of iodividual progression, 
will all spirits dwell. They mll ~e held. 
together by the attractive ~manation~ ~t 
Deity, lil,;c the safe protection of an 1~fi­
nite belt, which will embrace the entire 
l'phere in which will reside incalcul~ble 
multitude_. of created and cternahzcd 
souls. The l:;nivcrsal Fnthcr will th..., 
gather to himself all the irmges of his 
creation-all the divers:fi~d members of 
his hom;chold ; and thus "the house of 
manv mansions" will be completely oc­
cupied by the various members of the in­
gathered family. This m'ly be consid­
ered as t he bomP. of tl1e spirit; bat still 

j 
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{!reitc-r mi~sions n_nd bll'••in:~s will de-1 differrncrs will rxist in foture ~phercs of i more concrrning the ,:rodq, and c-ornprc­
t 'rm,n~ th~ p:1th• m whi<'h C\"cry conju- Jifp ns cxi"t in this world. l me'n those bend the nature of the soul's rPsurrect.ou. 
g11!y nmt_ed. o •. rness will trc:id-p1.hs d1ff'rence• which nre cstabliqhed by the A super-con,.c1ou-11c~s per\"Udcd me. and 
strewed w1lli 111n11:ncrablc and im:neasur- real i11/ri11sic pr!rfoction of the cnn•t,tu- my spirit was endowed "ith i1111nort11l 
able worlds of UL'"lllty an I h·1rmony. tion, educ!\tion, nn·I h'lrmony of the indi- @cns1b1l1tics. The instant I renhzed, or 

\Vhen ult _~p:r1ts arri\·e at the s:xth vidu ii. But the i;pirit will walk in tho~e I thoug-ht I real ized, tl11s troth, my brea~t 
sphere of 1·~rnt1.•ncc\ n11'1 t~c protei:ti_ng I sh1111!1g p:1ths ":hich ang-el< trl'ad, in freely i" h11.led tl~e sofi. n~d "iln•ry nir; my 
J,o\·e and \Vis:lom of the Grent Pos•t1vc openmg con11nun:c1t1on; bct1\·el'n the cc- heart swelled with emotion, and bent the 
l\Imd nre thrown tenderly around hem; lesliul mhabit'lnts of celestial "pheres ond m11sical puls~tions winch would naturally 
and when not a single atom of life is those hig"h-horn spirits of our e1rth. L<•t fl.ow from an h1rmoniou~ instrumenL­
wandering-. from hom0 in the fields and u;;, thc>n, Ii''" ju•tly, truly, and purl'ly: ln•pired with thc~c cxnlted sens:;it1on"• 
fore~ts of 1111111cnsity, then the D c>ity con- because by i;o doinu, our (lO'Jitinn will be and not renlizing" my ~pirit'• d1•parture 
trarts his inmost cap:icity, and forthwith cormmnding and glorious 111 tho:<e num- from the body which l had luthrrto inhnb­
thc boundlPss vortex is con\"lllsed with a berll'ss sphered where the 1<pirits will i tcd, I strove ag-:11n to open my eyes . 
n r w m't111fest·1tion of Motion-~Iotion reside. th'.lt I miirht agnin behold my friends, nnd 
tra n~ccnd1ng all our conception~, and relate to them the melody of my soul. I 
p~~sing to and fro from centre to circum- supposed that I should not die, and that I 
fnrencc, like mighty tides of I nfinite S P I R I T S , h~d b11t passed throuirh a metamorphosis 
Power. Now the law of As~ociation or from illne~s and sulforing to a renewed 
{{,.,1vitation exlubits its influence and ten- PARE,TAt., nn1oaT.\L, tUPPv. condition of life, which, endow in~ me 
d"ncy in the form1tion of new suns, new with a superior power, wou1d enable me 
phn~t.~, nnd new earths. The law of DE.\.TH. to instruct and Jegi.~late for the Athen-
progrc.;sion or r~!ine~nt follows n~xt in The following account of death is from ians. 
order, and m:imfo~ts its unvarying ten- Gradu1Jly my senses opened, and lo! 
dency in the production of new forms of "The Great Harmonia," by A. J. Dai·is, instead of see111g the extern3J forms of 
life in tho;e planets; and the hw of de- (the perusal of which we have often re- mv friends, 1 beM!d their interior lift, and 
\•elopment follows next in the train, and commended to our readers,) and purports I rtlzd tlt.dr inmost tlwuglds-I san· them 
exhibits its power in the cre:ition of mto deplorin"" in tears, the departure of some 
plants, anirnab, and human spirits upon to be a communication which )Jr. Dai•is dearlv-b~ioved one from their midst; and 
every ear th prepared to receive and nour- received from the spirit of the far-famed directing my perceptio!ls to ~here I saw 
isb them. Th113 God will cre'.lte a new Athenian law-giver and philosopher, So- them gaze, ~ beheld (m their thoughts,) 
uni\·erse, nnd will dii;:pliy different and Ion who thu.o speaks of his own transla- the body which I myself had worn. 1 
greater elements and energies therci a. ' strove to tell them that that deserted tea-
And thus new spheres of sptritual exist- lion from this world to the one above: ement was nothing, and that I poo;~cssed 
ences will be opened. T hese spheres Being pro~trated with dJSease for sev- a body and stood among them ; out in­
w1ll be as much s uperior to the present era! weeks, it waa e1LSy to muk the pro- stantly I saw there couid be no commu­
unspe:tkable glorious of the si.xth sphere, gress of those physical changes to the nication between U9, because they were 
as the sixth sphere is noto above the final change, which fa termed death.- living in one condition of being and I iu 
second sphere, which is next superior to This final chan"e came upon me as my another; they could converse only through 
the sphere of earth. When the new and spirit was aud1bfy deploring the fate of the instrumentality of the matenal senscio, 
super.or universe is comph-tely unfolded, my dearly-belo\•ed country. The sun and I could discourse only tluoug h the 
or when the new heavens and the new had not yet dis~ppearcd 111 the \Ve~t, pure mediums of thought and desire. But 
eartla• ...... dO"Volopod, ~ho •pir1te in. tho wh("'n I w ae pn.n11pt.c1l lO bfd my friends I was too highly inspired ·with new and 
lfirlh sphere will be again in the second farewell ; and the change, like slumber, comprefleru;ive conceptions to hl'sto, .. 
sphere; becau~e the higl1Ut sphere in crept over me. much desire upon 111y friends in their at­
thc prucni order of the universe will con- As my ,.iecp deepened, the room I oc- tend8.Jlce beside the hfoless body "bich 
stitute the 1JU011.J sploere in the new order cup1ed, togclht!r with the objccbl ond lay before me. I internnlly knew that it 
which is to be de,· eloped. 'I'iiu~ there pcroon.s thl'rcin, grndu~lly faded away. would yet be " ell with them ; and tlJis 
will be four spheres for the 1:<pirits and The mo~e I stro\"e to mniolllin a con- knowledge m'lde me \\holly passive coo­
OD""i!ls at the consttmnntion of the mw sciowme:<:> of things about me, t11e more cerniog their feelings and destiny. ~ow 
untoldin •r, to a.drnnce through, n.s there unconscious I became; until C\·ery ave- my interior spiritulll sc11:1es were :<ooth­
are now four between the sero1"l sphere nue which nppc:1reil to connect me with in2ly clo.-;c<l ; and now my exalted scnsi­
nnd the sixth which we have been con- the outer worlil. was entirelv, an:l, as I bihtics gathered them.selve:; into friendly 
si<lcring-. thought, everla,.tingly clo3cd. • Fear and groups throughout my nature. Jn a fow 

There ham already been developed duire con.;t;tutf'<! the last links m the moments I passed into a cnlm and pro­
more new uni,·crse•, in the _manner de- chain of life, lengthened to the end, which found slumber. 
scribed than there are atoms m the earth. seemed about severing fore,·er: I feo.red . I was aroused from this serene and par­
And I' suppo:<e it is scarcely necessary le,;t the waves "hould not !!l\"e up my tial state of unconscwu:<ness by cxpe­
to 

6
tatc thllt the human mind is incapable scattcre.'\ ashc,., encl wnfl them to t11e riencin<r a peculiar breathinn- t'Cnsation 

of computing the million3 of centuries ~cw ,\tlanti.~ Isles; and mv duirt was upon n~y face and liend, wb~rcupon my 
which nrc requ ired for even those souls ; unto the god3, th-it their cc1e-ti11l pres- eyes opened, and I uehcld in t11c scened 
tint now inh·ib1t the second. spl.1ere, to ence should attend my death and rcnvify and forms r.bout me, more concentrated 
progre811 into the one aborn 1t-mto the the divme power which unimated my love and friendship, more grandeur and 
third sphere. And it would be s.tiU more bodily frame. l111med1ntely upon nnalyz- magnificence, thJn thou canst underst:md. 
useless to l!tllte tb:it as mwy millions of ing these opprcss1rn thought:!, I cxpe- Thon couldst not compreheml, or record, 
such etcrmties as we can pos.:nbly con- rienced a sudden rnsh of all the divine what I saw. Sh1ll I tell thee that I rcal­
ceh·e of, will roll into the past ere .we be! power (which dwelt in the hnndsnud foet) ized the divine resurrection, which the 
gin to approach that ch:uage of umversal mto my encepbalon or head. This was gods had promised the e11rly iuhab1tants 
relations of which I have spoken. . RCcompanied with o. soft, tranquJlizing of the earth ? Shall I tell thee that I 

Bot I have amwered the question.- sensation that pervaded my entire natore, stood upon the New Atlaot111 Isle? Yea, 
The spirit will have no "final home-;' which peaceful calm was speedily fol- I believed the gods were faithful, and 
becaose, to an immortal being, rtat would lowed by a state of total unconscioWJoess. that the glorious ~ of immortal du­
bo intolerable,-1t weuld be next to anni- How loaa I remained thu.e I could not ntioD llai an.ea from out of the divine 
mi.uc-. _.~.,... ... ,_..em- 1811; bat I experienced a full retarD of 8alamia ! A pare, serene air collltantly 
ceatn.tion of all the m!Mriem of tbe &bled the conacioume98 ot my peaonality .- entered my breeat ; lily ear wu entnuced 
belL But die .,mt will ~ ..... Tiu. n.ton&ioll al life wu meeompaniell witla the moat liqaid UMl llilYerr ........, 
ullJ'I h will ill__,. be m ~":"' wai.-., mw UML...a.we -.m whiela .......i to lc.i apoa droit .,.._. 
1lilll - 1!11' •14 af~ die pt .....- .. .-. ,._...J _. :fl'"' e r rllttltA 
will -... 7 '\ ....... .,, 1liit1111W.,t •• .... _, 18 aa ra ...._ 
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I was inspired or penPtrated with a divin­
ity of ineffable sweetness. And a thought 
come before me, and said,-" Seek tlum 
the things which draw thee most." And 
immediately I was attracted too. group of 
friendly persons, whom I beheld convers­
ing near me. 'Vhat a tl1rill of unuttera­
ble joy ran through my now exalted nn.­
ture, when among them I discovered and 
embh.ced two of the dearest friends I 
ever knew in Athens! This meeting so 
unexpected and sweet, imparted to my 
soul more hn.ppiness than I hnd ever en­
joyed on earth ; and from that moment I 
begll.D to unfold in Love and 'Visdom. 
It was only by perpetual developement 1 
learned that the gods did not bring me 
thither ; and that the glorious country of 
which I had become an inhabitant, was 
nc.t, as I had supposed, the new-born re­
public of the isle of the sea. ?\o. J 
learned of my higher life, and progressed 
to under~tand that I lived in a tenfold 
more heavenly stale than my earthly 
imaginings had dreamed of,-because 
each inferiur faculty of my nature was 
drawn up into intimate conjunction with 
the True, the Good, and the Divine! 

Thou seest now what a simple and en­
nobling process it is to die. Thou seest 
now that there is no "valley" of fearful 
''Shadows" to pass through; and that 
"death" is 11ot ''an everlastin~ sleep." 
But I must tell thee that it ts only l~ 
good wlw d~ au:eeUy; for the troubluo11le 
or troubled spirit ia someti=s not quieted, 
until after it has been for a considerable 
length of time removed from the earth, 
and until it has experienced the subduing 
and disciplinini:t influences which pervade 
this divine hab1tati60. 

The earth's inhabitants will n)w see 
(even though they do not believe it) that 
to die is to be born again; and that to die 
sweetly, they should think, act, and unfold 
in harmonious order ; for the flower must 
have blossomed, though in rude places, 
peacefully and purely, out of whose heart 
rich fragrance flows to heaven! 

[From the Spirit ~Jesseng.r.] 

THE SPIRIT 'VORLD. 

.Messrs. Munn & Ambler,-Your beau­
tiful paper, abounding in spiritual food, 
reaches us regularly through the mail, 
every Saturday morning, and its contC'nts 
arc eagerly perused by the little group of 
readers here. I am p:i.rticularly interest­
ed in tho.se items of spiritual responses 
which occasionally appear; and presum­
ing such matter to be acceptable to oth­
ers, I will endeavor to give some httle 
account of the manifestatiolll! in this 
citv. 

As early as August last, I heard, in 
the silent hours of the night, rappings 
which I believed to be produced by sp1r­
ita. Ever after that I had great faith that 
the acl- of .,.&ritual COUUDunication in 
this place was very near. In the latter 
part of September, my sister, Mrs. E. P. 
Johmon, made a visit to the family of 
Jlr. Banderlud, in Charleetown, and al­
daoagh a &believer till then, she wae 
thorciUgbly coDYinced of tbe ~ of 
~ .......... aft.er witDwiq tbe ....... ---.. ............ 

lighted with the result of her visit. ond 
much interested in the progress of spirit­
ual commumon. An account of her con­
versations there with the spirit of my fa­
ther, (who hns been an inhabitant of the 
spirit-world twenty-five yt>ars,) she im­
mediately communicated to the public 
through the columns of the Providence 
Daily Post. But her zeal did not C'nd 
here. In pursuance of instructions given 
her by :\Ir. Sunderland, she commenced 
having sittings, to disco,·cr a "medium," 
and in a short time wns successful. It 
was my happiness to be pre~ent at her 
residence on the oc<0asion when was 
given the first spiritual response P\'er 
made in this city. The ~pir1t who first 
comm•micated WI:.h us spelled his own 
name, and also the name of the young 
lady wOO-.e org-anism afforded the neccs­
sarv "medmm"-~Ii.ss HARRIET TnoRP. 
An.d here it may not be uninteresting to 
say tl1at the announcement of both the 
names took each of our little company 
entir<'ly by surprise. I ndeed, the respon­
ses had continued for near! v half an hour, 
while we all supposed c noth 'r person to 
be the medium. We ren.ain ·d till a late 
hour, conversing with our guardian an­
gels, and receiving the most convincing 
evidence that the spirits of our departed 
friends are e\·er near, watching over us 
with a love unknown on e~rth. 

The news of the "Sprit Rappings" 
spread through the city as if upon the 
wings of the wind, and soon the house of 
:Urs. Thorp (the mother of the medmm,) 
was overrun with visitors, eager to listen 
to the mysterious noises. Su great was 
the interest manifested, that some of the 
friends here thought best to send for Mr. 
Sunderland's daughter (Mrs. Cooper,) to 
visit us. An inntntion -wu accordm~Jy 
extended, and .llr. Sunderland and ms 
dau~hter came on, and remained nearly a 
weeK. Mrs. Cooper ga,·e two sittings a 
day, to which large numbers were at­
tracted. ~Iany who had buried their 
friends with the gloomy impression that 
they would never again hear from them 
till they, too, had passed the "dark val­
ley," here, for the first time, found n liv­
ing demonstration of their presence, their 
happiness, and their heavenly love and 
sympathy. Here the "mourner was com­
forted," and here the skeptic found as.;ur­
ance of immortality. Never do I desire 
to forget the hnppy scenes I witnessed in 
that circle. \Vhile here, Mr. Sunderland 
gave three public lectures on the Spirit 
World, and at each of them audible re­
spon,e.:1 wrre made by the spirits. 

A few hours before .'.\lrs. Cooper left 
her friends here for her home in Charles­
town, the guardian spirits of l\Iiss Thorp 
(the medium abO\·e referred to,) called for 
the alphabet, and spelled out, •'Get Har­
riet to come here." She was sought out 
and came, when the spirits proceeded to 
give her ad\'ice in regard to her proceed­
•np aa a medium.. The next day, a few 
of her friende being to~er, the ~tll 
gave direction in detail tor future sittmge, 
and spelled out the names of persons to 
act u a committee to earry out the ar­
rangement.I. Since that time (November 
3d,) the ailtinp have been conducted -
cillely in accOnlaDce ...... the direcbOa. 
fll die .......... haft llem •Ueaded 

with remarkable success. H ere, hnd I 
space, I would like to sketch a few of the 
beautiful incidents which hnve occurred 
at the private meetings of the committee, 
and at the regular sittings. Perho ps nt 
some future time, should this meet with 
acceptance, I will resllme the pen for th1.::1 
purpose. For the prrsrnt, suffice 1t to 
say, that from tl1e first the ·esponses have 
been of the most elevating character, and 
have afforded to the friends and lovers of 
truth "great joy in believing." 

The above 1s but a meagre outline of 
the progre"s of the mamfostntions in n. 
single locality here. .New medmms are 
being di"covered weekly, and almost 
daily. It is computed that there are at 
least tlrirty in thi:l city, who, in their re­
spective circles, daily afford the most 
gratifying manifestations from the heav­
enly messengers. Yet these glorious 
truths are not promulgated without oppo­
sition. Sectanans ond bigots are busy 
in hurling the shafts of wrath and bitter­
ness at this new in\'asion of their church­
patented dogmas. But surely there is no 
occasion for fear in regard to the ultimate 
triumph of these m:inifestations; for have 
not the hosts of heaven put their hands to 
the work? and will not God prosper 
them? 

S. \Y:tBSTER. 
Proritk11tt, R. I., Dee. 9, 18.50. 

LITCH.F'IELD, Q . 

There have been, the past week, some 
"Spirit Knockings," at Litchfield, in this 
county. The scene of operations bas 
been at Deacon Ste,·ens's house, and the 
clairvoyants were the Deacon's daughters 
and Mrs. Doctor Fossett. \Ve have con­
veiwed with a gentleman of tha.t town, 
who was present at one exhibition of the 
rappings, Sunday before last. 

Mrs. F. was the clairvoyant, and reve­
lations from deceased friends in the up­
per world were gh·en by distinct raps on 
the walls or floor of the hou~e, in answer 
to the different questions asked of the 
spirit. Some of the questions were very 
satisfactorv, while others were not an­
swered correctly. Our friend thought he 
watched carefully, but could not discover 
the cause of the knockings, and firmly 
belie\·cs that they were from an invisible 
spirit. 

Our friend asked questions of a de­
ceased brother-in-law who had been sud­
denly killed a short time since, and re­
ceived answers from him by raps upon the 
wall or floor, or such other parts of . the 
hou"e as ollr friend asked that they m1~ht 
be made. lie assured us that when the 
rappings were mad~ upon the .fio~r, that 
they fairly jarred !um from his .eet, so 
lftrongly were t11ey made. . 

Our friend is finnly of the belief that 
they are produced in n. supernatural man­
ner. One revelation made last week 
was that the Orthodox religion waa not 
Ortboclox in every respect ; and so great 
waa the effect produced br it that the 
Deacon and his family withdrew from 
tbe Congregational church, in come­
quf)nce, and lave aince embraced a very 
clitl"erem faith. \Ve have aot room to 
•1 .. ~ ftutbs ia ... paper, bat _, .......... .,.....,,.~ 
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"ltJEDl t:IUS." 

Jt is now generally understood tn what 
Sl'nse this term is u•<'d, when sp.-aking of 
communications from the Spirit \Vorld. Jn 
philosophy it ml'ans Ute spau, or substance, 
through which a hody move•, or passes lo 
any point. Thus, <'lher ;,, said t.o be the 
m<'dium through which the planets move; 
air is the medium through which bodies 
move near the earth; water is the medium 
in "·hich fishes live ; and glass a medium 
through which light shines, &c. We find 
it, there "orl', in pertect harmony with Ute 
known la.ws of nature, when w<' are t.old 
that spiritual communications are made to 
mortals only through appropriate mediums. 
That is, certain persons, combining a spirit 
in an external body, are found so consti­
tuted that spirits who have lei\ the external 
body, when near to lhl'se mediums, can 
make lhl'mseh-es known t.o the external 
world. Hence, if it be inquired why spirits 
cannot do this or that without a. ''tnedium," 
we ask why you cannot 1e~, or /tear, o r f~~l 

without a medium ' Or rather, perhaps, 
it might be sufficient to reply, that as, con­
fessedly, we all have everything lo learn 
about the Spirit \ Vorld, it is scarcely be­
coming in mortals to commence this inves­
tigation by assuming what should or should 
nol be tho condit.ion• on which spirits may 
communicate with us. "\Ve can theorize 
after we get hold of tJ1e facts. 

Those for whom these remarks are in­
tended, admit thl' facto. T hey admit tbnt 
communications are made through certain 
persons, called mediums, from spirits who 
once li'l'<'d in bodiea u we do now. B ut 
some have complained that these mediums 
are not always reliable. Indeed, it would 
seem t<> be a mattl'r of doubt, whether a 
majority of all the ml'diums known are 
what 11•e should denominate R EI.IA B LE. 

\\'e h ave found as much difference in them 
as we usually find in the clairvoyant powers 
or persons in a state of trance. And out of 
U1e hundre ds, and even thousands, of som­
nambulis ts throug hout the country, how 
very few of lhl'm are c lairvoyant, or suffi­
ciently so to be always relied upon ? And 
now, as "mediums" for 1pirilual manifesta­
tions are becoming more and more com­
mon, u waa promioed in the beginning, it 
is to be ezpectt'd the 1ame difficulties will, 
of counie, occur, which we alway• have to 
meet with ht the commeaeemeD1 of all ol 
Nature•• worlr.a. 
~ u the Pro-ridenee Mirror •r. there 

... DOW "oftf OD8 laaoclM _..._,, ill .......... ..., .................. 
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ilar ratio in other places, a s\!ffic ient reason 
will be seen for the remarks made here 
upon this • ubjPcl 

\ \'e know of quite a number of mediums, 
but candor compels us to add, that we 
know but very few who are reliable. And 
we mean, by such mediums, that responses 
are alwnys given through them, which, ns 
we know, are concordant and satisfactory. 
In the case of mediums not reliable, the 
an"'W('"J"IJ are often discordant, a.nd at othc-r 

times, no answers of any kind are give1L 
Through mediums that are reliable you 
al ways gel answers, and such answers as 
when understood, may be fully dPpended 
upon. Tlirough mediums that are not re­
liable, you oflen fail to get any answers nt 
all, and those you do get are discordant, and 
thereforl' unsatisfactory. In ouch ca!!Cs, 
there mny not be any moral fault, either on 
U1e part of the spirits, or the medium 
through whom they attempt to make thcm­
aelvcs known. To illustrate: Suppoae a 
mathematician should attempt to answer 
questions through a mere child. \\'ould 
Ute philosopher be likely to make himself 
fully understood to any but children? But 
it may be asked, why a ;>hilosopher (or 
spirit) should nttempt to speak through a 
child? Answer,-The child is U1e only 
one present, al Ute time, who understood 
the language in which one of the parties 
•peaks. 

H ow is it with physicians? Are they all 
equally reliable? And do the most skilful 
and worthy always attract practice, accord­
ing t.o Uteir real mt'rlts ~ 

And thus we must be guided by ob.er­
vation and experience in dctermiojnw with 
regard to the difforence in the reliabllily of 
medium•. "\Ve shall know wh<'n we learn; 
and what we learn by experience will be 

the most valuable knowledge in the future. 

HENRY C. GORDOY. 

\Ve were much gratified on seeing the 
following testimony, publishl'd in the 
" Spirit .:\Il'ssenger" of J anuary 4th. It is 
signed by " ) lcmbera of the Springfield 
H armon1aJ Circle;" but whether a part or 
the whole, does n ot appear. It would ha ,·e 
bel'n betl<'r h ad the names of the C ircle 

bel'n pul to it :-
"Having enjoyed a favorable opportunity 

for inveot1gnting the phenom<'na of spiritual 
manifestations, as made in U1e presence of 
.!\Jr. G ordon, the undersigned take pll'asurc 
in stating that in theoe manife•tations the 
most complete and eatiafac tory evidence 
was preR nted of the preRnce and power 
of the invisible departed. From our ac­
quaintance with Mr. Gordon, u a medium, 
- Jaaye reuon to belie.e that llO far u the 
110UDd• and ~ are eo..--cl, 
hi• interrity its ~oll•hle, llDd tbat ba 
would not kno • 'T or _.,_.'T de­
eeiff ti. paltlio. t may lie m1a1eC1, Jiow. 
ner,M a uiaDmll- .... - te 
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have b<'en the cause of some misapprehen­
sion, that th<' individual referred to is high­
ly. ~usceptiblc to the magnetic pow<'r of 
spmts, and that under lhl' influence of an 
impre.ssion which he is unable to r.-sist, he 
occasionally <'ndcavors to pl'rform the vNy 
action which hf' pcrcrit:ts to be in the mind 
11f the •pfrit. Of this peculiarity wl' were 
made fully aware at U1e comml'ncement of 
our i1n·estigations, and throughout the 
whole have hel'n unabll' to discover any 
evidt•ncl's of dt•ception, or e\·en sccretil:e­
nt$.11 wit!a r£'gard to the assistance which 
he s<>mcliml'• undesignedly renders the 
spirilo, in being acted upon by U1eir icllu­
cnct. 

\\'c have known )lr. Gordon for nearly 
four years. And the manner of our having 
become acqun.inted with him, (in a state of 
trance induced in a conrse of public lectures 
on Pathetism,) may, p<'rh:ips, ha\•e afforded 
ns more than ordinary facilitil's for forming 
a just estimate of his true character. \\'e 
believe him to be truthf11l and honut. Hi~ 

Temperamen' is peadiar. To debcribe it 
would •carcely be po8-'ible, such is the 
paucity of language when speaking on the 
mysteries of human nature. His lndir:id­
uality (so to opeak) would aeem to be what 
we might denominate ingestiu [see Pa­
thetism, ed. of 1847, p. 31.] That is, his 
nervous system is so little under hiB own 
control, that he is involuntarily and uncon­
sciouaJy impressed or affected by human or 
spiritual associations, so as lo destroy his 
normal condition. H e is uncommonly re­
ceptire of influences; nor does he B<'em to 
have power to resist, as he is affected by 
them before he has any kno"•ledge ofwbrt 
is about to take vlace. From a child he 
has been subject lo spells of somnambul­
ism, and waa always exct'edingly diopoSl'd 
to fall int.o " state of trance. Since b<> bc­
C.lm<> a mrdium for spiritual manifestations 
this subsceptibility has bc.-n very much in­
creaoed i wdeed, HO much so, that it has 
become necl'ssary for him t.o be constanUy 
attended by a auitablc companion. And 
such an onl', we are happy in believing, he 
has found in tht' person of .)lr. H orace R. 
Cooley, of Springfield, :\l us. 

'V <' have no doubt but this extrl'me StU­

uptibility in Mr. Gordon has bel'n the oc­
caaion of the " misapprehensions" alluded 
t.o above. "\"\' hen at my houae, a. few wl'eks 
ago, he often aunk int.o a state of sponta­
neous trance . At on e time, while reclin­
ing , in this s tall', on the arm of Mr. Cooley, 
I asked him if he had e \•er oeen my spirit 
son," R oy .'' He replied that he h ad not . 
Thia I believed, inumuch u I had had no 
communication frvm the apirit of my son 
in hl8 preaence. Mr. Gordon immediately 

delCribed my llOD and hia aipal, (be 
---. made In a pecaliat - ·> Now 
tllia pro'PIHI to my own mind that Mr. Gor­
don -llipl7olaino~ ud im,....... 
., .......... • 1 1i1 ................. 
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signal of my son, which he had never 
knoll'n in the external world. And we 
can imagine how easy it may have been 
for some such occurrence to ha vc suggest. 

ed the "misapprehension" alluded to in the 
above, from the Spirit ;\lessenger. 

A ;\JAnntEu ;)L.,,·s Co:<CEIT.-Sweden­
borg says that though the viq;ins he saw in 
heaven were beautiful, thP wives wert• in· 
comparably more brautiful, and went ou 
increasing.in beauty cyermorc. 

The above has oflen been repealed of 
Swedenborg. Now, will any one inform 

us when and where Swedenborg was him­
self married? And what does hz say of 
:he conjugal relation in heaven? Is there 
any spirit there without this relation? In 
what sense, then, can some spirits be called 
virgins? 

'y ASHISGTOSIAS ll.HL.-The friends of 
the Harmonia! Philosophy meet in this hall 
every Sunday afternoon, at half past two. 
DiscoursPs by W. l\I. Fernald. Subject 
for next Sunday-" The Compass and Pow­
er of Free Thought." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

1Vorce.ster, Mass., Jan. 5, 18.51. 
Dear Sunderland,-It seems hardly 

possible for you to conceive of the great 
pleasure I have felt when perusing the 
"Spirit vVorld." Still, you, being per­
mitted daily to hold sweet nnd holy con­
verse with angels, com·crsing with them 
with greater satisfaction thm any indi­
vidual can ·witb terrCfl:tria.l friends. must 
conceive something of the ecstacy that 
pervades my soul while feasting my mind 
with spiritual subjects, and those thin!!'S 
relative to the Harmonia] Philosophy no

0

w 
just dawning upon the world. Yes, the 
world has long enough been e ngulphed 
in the grossest and most absurd supersti­
tion, ignorance, and dofamatism. Reason, 
the highest attribute o man, has vacated 
its throne, and is tl10 complete slave of 
that dogm'ltic and Calvinistic spirit which 
now fills the earth. But, my dear friend, 
how should we rejoicn and take courage 
in these "latter days," at these unmistak­
able and occular df'monstrations of the 
emerging of the world into a state of 
peace and unity. The world is now, at 
the present time, passing into that state 
denominated, in the primitive history, the 
"period of a thousand years," or the 
".Millenium." That the earth is bein..,. 
purified by fire, and ere long there will 
be a "new heaven nnd a. new earth, 
wherein dwellcth riithteousneee, happi­
ne~e, peace, and unity." 

The present age, to the uninitiated in 
the principles of the Harmonia! Philoso­
phy, is certainly one of wonder; and 
hence it is that the dogmatist and the 
wiaa in their own conceit. c17 out .. hum­
bag"' at the idea or -.pirttaal eouummte ... 
tions. 

Thia Vfll'1 mionlini I ...... iD oae of our 

:a--~~ ....... bf- .............. ,.,J. 
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relating to spiritual intercourse now es­
t tlblished in various places. 

But we must expect to be scourged, 
derided, scoffed at, and ma.de to endure 
all the sarcasm which they mny be pleased 
to employ for its accomplishment. But 
of one fact we are certain, and that is, 
we know where we st1nu. 

I wish you all the success which your 
mission uemands. And you have the 
consoling thouirht tlrnl the angels of 
heaven are your counsellors by day and 
by night; and therefore you are not 
wholly dependant npon an arm of flesh. 

Yours, in the bonds of friencl~hip and 
truth, S. \ V . Hun:s. 

Bridgeport, Ct., Jan. 2, 18.51. 
Brother D ear,-l\frs. ;\letller is well, 

and goes on her mission to-day, to New 
York. The spiritual manifcstiitions are 
progressing. The spirits ent1ance num­
bers of the Circle. L ast night we met 
at Brother Mettler's, and the spirits en­
entranced Rev, S. B. Ilrittain, and be 
gave a beautiful lecture while in that 
state. .:\I rB • .:\Iettler is also often en­
tranced by spirits. \Ve have glorious 
t imes. 

Yours, in harmony. 

P ATHETIS1I. 
PHYSIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, PHRENOLOGY. 

[From tho Providence Mirror.] 
PATH.ETISM. 

01• H earing "IIuma,. J, [ag11eti8m" called 
"Impiou8." 

BY MISS .L'<XA. SA.VA.GE. 

Call not the gift unholy, 
'Tis a fair and precious thing, 

That God has granted to our hands 
For gentlest ministering. 

Did mercy ever stoop to bless 
With dark unearthly spell ? 

Could impious power whisper peacp, 
The soul's deep throes to quell? 

Would evil seek to work but good, 
To lull the bursting brain, 

And linger in some scene of woe 
Beside the bed of pain ; 

To throw upon the o'er-fraught heart 
The blessing of repo,e; 

Untiring watch the eye of care 
In healing slumber close; 

And as the agony of grief 
Fell 'neath the spirit's will, 

O'er the wild billows of de•pair 
Drcnthe tenderly-Be •till! 

Speak gently of the new-born gift, 
Restrain the scoff nnd Rneer, 

And think how much we may not lellrll 
Is yet around U• here. 

What paths there are where Faith must lead 
That Knowledp;e cannot share, 

Though still we tread the devious way, 
And feel that Tnadl I• theze. 

...... -...wtd ... full ot j..,-
Hath each ao fair a lot, 

That we lhoald 8COrD one bounteou gift, 
.A.sul, -mag,-~ not, ............. lat.,_ 
Clrupl 1lCIUlll Jdila._f 

Do we reject the stream 
Decausc we cannot check it~ course? 

Has Xature, then, no mystic law 
"\Ve seek again to scan ? 

Can man, the master-piece of God, 
Trace the unerring plan 

That pl.ices o'er the restless sea 
The bounds it cannot pass, 

That gi•·es the fragrance to the flower, 
"The glory to the ·grass ?" 

Oh! Life with all its fitful gleams 
Hath sorrow for its dower, 

And with the wrung heart dwell the pangs 
Of many a weary hour. 

Hail, then, with gladness what may soothe 
The aching brain to re;;t, 

And call not impious that which brings 
A blessing, and is blest. 

The gladdened soal re-echoes prais<' 
" 'herc'er this power hath been, 

And what in mercy God doth give, 
0 "call not thou unclean." 

[From tho Southwestern CllriEtian Advocate.] 

A LIVING WONDER. 

\ Vithin five miles of Huntsvil!e, Ala., 
there lives a negro boy. He wai.: 17 
years old last August, and weighs over 
200 pounds, But this boy is uot the won­
der. I t is his mind, if it may be said he 
has any. 

On the 8th of June, 1844, Rev. John 
C. Burruss, l\Ir. T. Brandon, and myself, 
went to see lum, ancl were amazed. From 
himself and l\Ir. McLemore, (his master) 
we learned that he has no idea of a God. 
\Vhen asked, "who made you?" he an­
swered "nobody." He has never been 
but a few times half a mile from the 
place of his birth. He has not mind 
enough to do the ordinary work of a. 
slave ; eats and sleeps in the same house 
with the white folks, having his own ta­
ble and bed. Ile will not ask for any­
thing, nor touch food, however hungry, 
unless offered to hun. He was never 
known to commence n convers:i.tion with 
any one, nor continu e one, further than 
merely answering questions in the fewest 
words. H e speaks very low and tardily. 
He has never been known to utter a false­
hood, or to steal, and seldom gets angry; 
will not strJrn a dog or anything else; 
but when vexed by his sister he will take 
hold of her arm as if he would break it 
with his huncis. He cannot be persuaded 
to taste intoxicatin..,. liquors. His utter 
nver~ion to this bau~, is either the result 
of his havinrr seen its efiects on his mas­
ter, or it is ''instmctive. lie has never 
m:rnifeFted nny predilection f~r the sex. 
There is notlun" 1emarknble m the con­
figumtion of h1,;" head or his counte nance, 
save that his eye is uncommonly convex, 
nnd contmually rolling about, with a. wild 
and glarina exprel!sion. His laugh aud 
movement; are perfectly idiotical. He 
docs not know a. letter or figure. \Vithall, 
in one respect, he is the most extraordina­
"Y .. _ ~ 1 - --- A-..: hU. 
oDly manifestations of mind, i8 in relation 
to num~ers. His power over numbers is 
at once extraorduwy alNl iDcrechbJe. 
Take any number wider 100, and aak 
him iW ""P.i'oclact when amltipliad ildio • ..... DD..., ............... 



will st'ltc it at once, ns readily as any one 
c-in gh·e the sum of 1'2 times 12. H e 
multiplies thouund~, add.i, subtracts, di­
' ides with .the s11nc cert'linty, though 
with more mcn:'ll l.tbor. Ho• lns, howev­
er, no idea of numbers abc.v0 millions. 

\V1th pencil and piper we made the 
following c tlcuhtions, and a3kcd him the 
qu estions thus:-

" How much is !lV timcs !)!) ?" Ile 
an3wcred irnmecliately, !)801. •· ' Veil, 
how mnch i~ 71 tirnrs 8() 1-'2 ?" He an­
swered, 6401. •· H ow nnny 9s in 2000?' 
IIc amwerrd zi2 nin~s and 2 over. " How 
m'lny 1 .3~ in :n.:;n ?" Ile answered, 323 
fifteens, and l l over. " How much is 
:107 and D8!J ?" lln UIBWCred, 12B0. " If 
you tike 21 from 85, how m:wy will be 
left?' Ile nnswercd, () I. " (f yNt take 
5'1Ll from li!l2'.l, how nnnv will be left.?" 
He 011~11·ered, le09.-" How much is 7 
times !J, 2-2 and 11 ?" He an3werrd. !)!). 
•· IIow mnny is 17 times 17, and JG?" 
Ile s:tid !30.3. "If yon h'.1.\•e to gi\"C one 
dolhr and a lnlf for one chicken and a 
It-ill; how much wonld you h~ve to gi,·q 
for two chick<'ns ?" Ile immediately 
s:iid "Tu·o do'!ar.,. 

"If a stick, sti.n·lin~ straight up, three 
foet lon,7. m-ikP a sh:tdow fi\"C feet long, 
how high wonl<l a polP. be tlnt his a 
shulow thirty fo;)t long-?" At this, he 
put his h·rn 1 to his clnn, drew himself up 
and g.1.vc a silly hu~h. His m-uster said 
he c!1d not unrhrst!lnd such ns th1t. \Ve 
then asked him how much i~ 3!333 times 
555.3? In this i11st:tnce, as in some of 
the others, he looked serious, began to 
twist about m hi~ C'hnir, pick hi~ clothes, 
and finger naib, pnt the points of his 
tb.1111,5. ... t_o h;1a -..ott-. . . .... n·t"> h~ l1osa n. 11ttl" 
nnd then h~ cuunt.>n!Ln•·c would gi\·e in­
dicatiom1 of mcnt:.11 agony, anti so on. 
His m:i.ster told hi·n to walk about nnd 
rc;t him>elf. He wrnt into th'! yard nn<l 
apneucd to be alternately elated with 
ra1~:ure, nnJ depressed "ith ~loom. I.le 
would run, jump np, throw hts arms m­
to the air, about his he:td, and then stand 
s:1ll, then dra~ his foot o\·cr the weeds, 
look up and down; in a wor1l, he made 
all sorts of cruy motion'>. 'Ve sat down 
to dine, and when we aro<e we found htm 
on the pi'lzn sitting perf~ctly c?mpo~~d­
On bein.., told that he h'ld done tt, l said, 
"Ho"· ~uch 1:1 it?' He answt!re<l, 18, 
5U,~15. " \Vhat ?.' said I. Ile replied, 
18,514,815. 

\Ve could get no clue to the ment:ll 
process bv which he 11Scert-iined such re­
sult.~. ' Vh"n a,,;ked how he did it, his 
nnvaryinJ an·nvcr was, " I ~tudies it np." 
But wh'.\t do you do first, and w~i:tt .next;' 
He merely drawled out," I i;tudies it up., 
He did not count his fingers, nor any­
tltin" extern1I, nor in.Iced dtd he seem to 
coutrt at all, and yet he combinc_d tho~­
S'.lnd= and million~, and played with th~tr 
combioi.tions, jnst as others would rnth 
unit.'. All the in.strnction he e'er re­
ceived was from his m-ister, who learned 
him to connt one hun.lrrd : and would 
ask him ho\\· 111'lny twenties in a hunJred, 
nnJ how· 1mny fire~, &c. . 

On tlt~ following Mont!ay, I saw htm 
again ond as~H.•d him whH wa,; th~t hird 
snm I ~we him hst :::htnrd:i.y. Ile re­
plied, ":33.1:3 ti111es 5:i.3.3." On S.ttnrday 
we told him t11ere were 3GJ days in a 
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year, nnd 2-l times th:tt would irive the 
hours, which he said was 8760; sixty 
times th:tt, the minutrs; and he s1id 
.3,~.)6,000; ancl sixty time~ that, the sec­
onds ; and he s1id 3 L.53G,OOO. On l\Ion­
d:i.y I asked how many seconds in a yea r, 
an I hi' recollected the nnmbcr Being ask­
ed how much is 24 1-2 t ime~ 48 1-2, he 
answered, 11 81'. IJ ow much is 1;; timrs 
4 1, and 78 nncl 7? H e S'.tid, 700. H ow 
many 3:1s a rc there in 777? H e s1id, 2.5 
thirty-threes uncl 18 on·r. Il is recollec­
t ion of nn mbers is olmost as wonderful 
as his power to combine them. I submit 
these facts to the consideration and reas­
onin'! of menttl philosophers; for who­
ever Ins carefully read tl11s p:tpe·, knows 
as much as I know of this hvmg wonder. 

J o n '< \ V. lh'<XER. 
Ilwlisn!k, Ala., July 11, 18~1. 

It is extraordinary, and shows the de­
moralizinir influence of o;l:n·choldmg, 
tint the idea never seems to h:we occur­
red to any of thrse wondercrs, tint it 
was po,:<ililc to educate', or even to eman-

1 
cip-ite the po,;.;p,<or of this uncommon 
intellectual faculty. 

STR \ XGE ACT OF SO)l'<A'!Bl.:LIS\1.­
A most singnlar m't:mcl' of so.nni.mhul­
ism is that of a deceased I h111p•l11rc bar­
on'!t. This g·~ntlc:n-in was ne:trly drn·;-n 
to dllitra.cllon by tho fact tint ernry night 
he went to bed in a shirt, and C\'ery 
morning awoke naked, without the small­
est trace of the nussing gnment being 
discovered. IIundreds of shirts disap­
peared in this minnf'r i' and !l" 1h"' " wru:. 
no fir.: 111 Jus room, 1 was 1mposs1ble to 
arrt>nnt for t.ho 11-.y.•tory. Ths scrvanld 
believed their master to be m~d; ond 
even he began to fancy himself to be 
bewitched. In this conjuncture he im­
plored an intimate friend to sleep in th:i 
s1me room with hiw, and n,certain by 
\\hat manner of m1dnif?ht,·isitant lus j!llr­
ment was so strangely rrmoved. The 
friend accordm~ly took his station in the 
haunted ch:unbcr; o.ntl lo! as the clock 
struck one, the unfortunate baronet, who 
had prc,·iou.7ly girnn audible intimation 
of bein" fast ru;Jecp, rose from his bed, 
rekindled with a match the c1mlle th:i.t 
had been cxtinaui~hcd, then dehberately 
opened the d~r, nnd quitted t11e room. 
His astonished friend followed ; s1w him 
open, in succession, a variety of doors, 

I 
and pass along scvl'ral passage", traverse 
an open court, an<l cvcnll1:tlly reached 
the stahlc vard, where he divested him­
self of his shirt, and disposed of it in an 
old duna heap, into which he t1iru5t it by 
means ;.- a pitch-fork. Ifavin)! finished 
this extraordinary operation, witliout tak­
inu the smallest heed of his friend, who 
s~od Jookin~ on, 0.1111 plainly saw thllt he 
was walking in his bicep, he returned to 
the house, carefully reclo~cil the doors, 
rc-extmrrui:;hed the li"'ht, anJ returned to 
bed wl~n the foll;,•·in2 morning he 
nw~kc "" u.;ual, strippecl of his ,;hirt ! 
The astonished eve-wttnes,; of the cxtra­
ordinir\· scene in.;tead of apprisin.,. the 
i<lcep-,ialker of wh1t had occurre~, in­
~i;tcJ tint a comp:i.nion should sit up 
with him: choo31ng to h1,·c ndclitiollll 
te~timonv to t he t ruth of the stateml'nt 
he wns about to make, and the same Slll-
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gular events were renewed, without thq 
slightest change or deviation. The lwo 
wiJn<>s5es accordingly dirnlgf'<i all they 
hi.d seen to the b tronet; who, thongh nt 
first incredulou~, bec:une, of conr~c, con­
,·inced, when 011 proccC'<ling to th<' otlble 
yard, several doz~ns of slurts were dis­
covered : thou"h it was surmised th1t as 
many more h·td been pre,•iously removed 
by one of the helpers, who probabl)' 
looked upon the ho1rd ns ~tolcn good:> 
concealed by some thief. 

D EFECTIVE Vrs10:;.-0ne of the enr­
liest evidences of o!d age is ddcctivc 
sight, and the opinions hitherto held re­
specting the cnusl' of tl1i~, have been va­
riou~. A lcttcr lws htcly appeare<l in 
the London and Edinburg Plulosophical 
Mngnme, from a :.\Ir. IL 'J'. Cranmore, 
England, respecting a cl1~covcry m:idc by 
him, which will npp~ar singular to many, 
bccau5c the lhtteninir of the cornea h'lli 
hitherto bern held to be the cau'le of the 
loss of \'ision; and this LS the reason wh\• 
convex f?lasses are ernployc.J to restor.e 
it, nnd we belie\'C tlus io the principle 
upon which Prof. Dronson nets to restore 
sig-ht-but :.\fr. Cranrnorl', who h1'! brcn 
def,'cbve in ''ision, stiles that he took a 
c:nd ~nd nnde two fine pin hole~. ex'lctly 
in the pmition of the centres of the pupils 
of the eyes, and he foun•I th'lt he saw the 
true image as correctly as he C\'er did in 
his life. To use his own words, .. lt sup­
plit>d the place of a p1ir of spect:lcles." 

By m:iking the pin holes lurgl'r or 
smaller, t11e focal ili:;t;>•"'- '- •·-·---" 
~ ""u" ''"""a proportJonnbly. In sun­
shine he can rend nt the n'ltuml focnl 
distance, but with faint light there is the 
common confusion of letter~. ,\ Oatt<>n­
inu of the corneri "on't cxplo.in this. He 
thinks the cau~c to be '-some wont of 
controchbilit~· eug.:>nclered in old age in 
the iris." Th•:re is one curious fact 
which he has obsened, viz: that fine 
wire ~auze, of 1.50 of an inch in diame­
ter, in meafo~,., enable him, when worn 
close to the eye, to read small prmt with 
great facility, at tJic dist..-i1:ce of c;ix inch­
es: and when the meshes are sttll clo~cr, 
he can see the most rnimttP objects with 
remarkable distinctness. This is some­
thing fo• our optical in,,trument makers. 

S1xGt.:LAR PRESE'<TrnE:o.T.-The Bal­
timore Argus says that ~Irs. DorPlhea 
Foos, who died at her residence in Ensor 
street, near l\Iad1Ron, on Saturday c\·c­
ning, at the adrn.nced age of ~JD years, 
dreamed some nine years l!tncc that she 
would die on t~c 5t11 of April, 1845, and 
her acquaintances have oft.l'n he,1rd her 
state her presentiment. About two vears 
a,...o she accidcntallv fell out of bed end 
b~ke her hip, and ot11erwi"c injured her­
self, so that all hopes of her recovery 
were gfren up; but ~he ,,-icadily in--istc<l 
t11at .,he would get ubout 11.~a.111 1 and not 
die until the 5Lh of April, 1~15, and sin­
gular thou!!b it may be, )"Pt such is the 
fact, she did lirn until 1.1,t Saturda,·, the 
5th of April, and died on that d .y. • 

Descarte« p1s3ionMcly Jo,·ed n f?irl who 
squinted, and wa.> always nlf1.-cted with 
strabismus when ,;peak.in;; to her. 
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MISCELLAl\EOUS. 
8CIENCE, EOUCATJON, HT.ALTtr . 

t:SE OF TOBACCO. 

\Vhihit the menns for the pres!'rvntion 
of hcnlth ba ve been mnterially advanced 
by the attention to exercise, by the ex­
tPrnal use of cold water, by moderation 
in food, by the cnrtnilment of dinner par­
ties, and more especinlly by the vBSt 
extension cf abstinence from stimulant 
nnd intoxicating drinks, there is in one 
pnrt1cnlar n decided and unhappy detc­
r1c..rat1on of our socinl lnbits. l refer to 
the increased use of tobacco. 

Of the three modes of u:iing tobacco, 
smoking is th'.lt which seems to hwe in­
sinuated itself most extensively nmong 
the young of our community. Tobacco, 
employed in tlus way, being drawn in 
witli the \'ital breath, conveys iti poison­
ons influences into every part of the 
lunP"S. There the noxious fluid is entan­
gled in the minute spon<zy air cPll~, and 
fins time to exert iti pernicious intluencc 
on the blood, not in vivifying, bnt in vi­
tialin!t it. The blood imbibes the sti.mu­
lnnt and narcotic principle, and circulates 
it through the whole sytitem. It produces 
in consequence a febr1l<' action in most 
individual.•, and c.;pecially in thMe of a 
delicate habit. \\'here there is any ten­
dency to phthisis and tnbercu Jar deposit 
in tlie lungs, tJ1c debility of these organs, 
consequent on the use of tobacco in this 
way, muqt farnr tl1e deposit of tubercu­
•v- ··--~ -· - ~ ~hns !'OW the seeds of con.sumptton. Tlrn; praCt•c" .... ,..... •. _ ...__ 
mtural u~te and relish for food, le~sens 
the appetite, and wrakcns the powers of 
the stom'.lch. As to the pleasure pro­
duced by it, it i.,, I belie\•e, a well-known 
fact, th:i.t a pef"on smoking in the dark is 
often unable to determine whether his 
cigar is lighted or not. 

Snuff received into the nostrils to some 
extent enters the cantics openinrr from 
them, fills those cavities, nnd m'a.ke::i a 
suuff-box of the olfactory app:iratus. The 
\·oice is conseqDently impaired, sometimes 
to a remarkable degrec. I knew a gen­
tleman of the lcgal profes-.ion, who, from 
the use of snuff, occasionnJly lost the re­
sonance of his voice and tlie power of 
speaking audibly in court. .Moreover 
po1tions of this powder are con\'eyed int~ 
tlie lun:;(S and stomach, and exert on these 
organs their deleterious effects. 

The worst form in which tobacco is 
1used i'1 in chewing. This rnget.able is 
one of the most powerful of narcot:c~ ; a 
very >'mall portton of it, s1y a couple of 
drachua, and perhaps h.'tii', rPceirnd into 
tile stomach, might prove fatal. \Vhen it 
is taken into tJic moutil in smaller por­
tions, and there retained some time, an 
ab,orpt1on into the system of a pa.rt of it, 
takes place,-.. luch l.tas a moo.t debilitating 
effect. If we wisJ1cd to reduce our phys­
ical powers in a slow but certain way, 
we could not adopt a more convenient 
proce.... than tlfllt of chc,~inrr tobacco. 
\Yho is there, among the che;ers of to­
bacco, "ho has not felt tliat dead.y sick­
ness 11·hich it i;ometimes produces?­
~hose lfho barn experieuced these etrccts 
will not, I t.h;nk, deny its great power of 
relaxing the whole animal system. 

The more limited and local effects are 
indigestion, fixed pains about the region 
of the stomach, in some cBScs looseness 
of the bowels, torpidity of these parts, 
debility of tl1e back and of tlie organs ID 

the lower part of the trunk of the body. 
In regard to this last point, much might 
be said of a striking character. To the 
consequences a.lready mentioned, we may 
ndd 1tlfoct1on; of the bram, producin1r 
vertigo, (nn effect well known to th°"~ 
who arc ID the habit of chewin(r tobacco,) 
nod ali;o affections of t11c moutn, generat­
ing cnnccr. 

T obacco is by some persons recom­
mended as benPficial to tlrn teeth, but 
while it can have no material effect in 
preserving the bony substance of the 
teetJ1, it has a real influence on their vi­
tality, by imp!liring the healthy action of 
tJ1e gums. These, and also t11e adjacent 
parts, arc \'ery subject to cancer, partic­
ularly the tongue and lips. For more 
lha.n twenty years pllbt I h:ive been in 
t11e habit of inqumng of patients, who 
came tn me with cancers on t11ose parti, 
whether they used tobncco, and 1f so, 
whether by cbew1Dg or smoking. Ir they 
h<n-e sometimes answered in the nega­
tive as to tiIC first que::.tion, I can truly 
say, tJ1at to the best of my knowledge nnd 
belie!~ such cases of exemption are ex­
ceptioru to a general rnll!. \\' hen, as i.s 
usu:illy the case, one side of the tonaue 
is affected "itl1 ulcerated cancer, ethe 
tobacco has been habituallv retruned in 
contact with this part. The irntatiJD 
from a cigar, or e ,•en from a tobacco pipe 
"'--,·~•-•1 ~· r-.,.nrtpg rAnrpr Of the Jiy 
The lower hp 1s more commonly anected 
hr cli.nc~r !hai;i tlie upper, in coruseqoencc 
of tlie 1.mtat1on produced on t11is part 
by acrid substal'ces, from the mouth.­
Among such substances, what is more 
likely to cause a morbid irrit:ition termi­
n~ting m d1se:ise, than the frequent ap­
phcatton of tobacco juice? 
~o one, I 1mppose, will understand 

th•t I intend to say that tob&cco is a spe­
cific for the production oF cancer. I 
mea.n to say th:i.t tliis substnnce, by its 
frequent application, irritates and dJSeases 
t11e parts to "l11ch it is applied, in tl1e 
same wuy that any other acnd substance 
would do by frequent application. T he 
want of attention to cleanliness, conm-ct­
ed with tliis practice, and 1he consequent 
lodgment of tlie particles of tobacco on 
tbe surface of tl1c lip, bas, BS already sng­
gesti>d, a gre:i.t influence in the~e cases. 
This leads me natumlly to inquire wheth­
er thoi;e who have been in the regular 
habit of general and exact cleanliness, 
are so often affected with external can­
cers, a.s otliers ? .My experience would 
lead me to belie\'e that tliev arc not so · 
but J do not feel m\-sslf autliorized ~ 
enter here into detaii upon thi.'J subject. 
-I>r. 1f'arrt:n'11 Treali11e on the "Pre.st:r­
i:atio11 of Health." 
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~01ses," and communication with bpirits in 
the ~metccnth Century, of more than ninetT 
closely printed pag<'S, t.eing the mo•t full nnil 
correct history or the matter yet published. 
B_y E. 'V. Capron and H. D. Baron, .A.uburu 
::\. Y. This work can be oMaincd Ly th; 
hundred Or siniile Copies, at this officl', and of 
the authors. :>inRle copie•, 2.> cents. A lib­
<>ral d.1.count to those who purchase by the 
dozen or hundred. Orders lrom a distance 
post paid, ~d containing renUttances for on; 
or more copies, will be promptly attended to 
~ton, Oct. 1, 1850. · 

T HE GREAT HAJUlO~L\. •Being a 
.. Philo,ophieal ~e..-elation of the ~atural, 

Spmlual, and Ccle•tia.I L'nivuse. By Andrew 
Jack•on Da,·is. Yol. l, THE PHY:sIClA_'\ 
Cont<-nt-Philosopby of Health, Disea.e; 
Sleep, I>csth. P.yrholORY· and Healing. Ju.t 
P,ubh~'hcd, and for sale at this Ollfrc. Price, 
/) 1.2.>. ti 

P OL YGLOTT BIBLE. In four l:!mo. 
. »olumcs-llebrew,. Greek, Latin, and 

l rench, each volume mterl..,.Ted "ith the 
Engh h. Known as Il3R•tcr"s Pohglott -
Co.t '-l.5.00. V."ill be •old fur ~16. "1·or ..;.le 
at this office. • 

E~YELOPES-;-Beautifully printt'd for 
. those who. wnte on Spiritu1>l aubjecta 

l or a11le at this Office. P1iee 2.; cents,,,,; 
hundred. .-~ 

T HE;-_ ,;J;';;:;R;yI"::s"c;;I,;P;;-LE-;:_;:-s;--:o;:;-F;-;,-:;::-;:-=-•7\.:::T:-:-u=-=·1~tE~· -- 1-Ier 
Dtnne Reu•lat10ns, 11nd a Yoico t 

lllankmd. By A. J . Davis. 82.00. t 'or -:U 0 

at thla Office. ~f o 


