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OCTOBER 1 , 1852.— New Series.

GOVERNMENT OF THE SPIRIT-WORLD.

BY It. P. AMBLER.

The inquiring mind, in comtemplating the inhabitants of the spiritual
sphere whose number is above conception, will naturally seek to understand

0

the principles on which they are moved and governed in the maintenance 
of suitable relations to each other, and in the performance of their exalted 
mission. It is true that this subject lies entirely beyond the sensuous ob­
servation. and cannot be investigated in the same mode in which the d e ­
ments of matter are discovered and analyzed; yet the fact that the soul 
has a desire to explore the field of truth which is here presented, suiiicient- 
ly proves that there is something containe I in this which answers to the 
inward need, and that it does not lie wholly beyond the reach of human 
capacity,—since the aspiration of the spirit is the natural prophecy of a 
good that may be ultimately attained. In many minds it is indeed a great 
stretch of thought to even conceive of a spiritual worl l, and it is not 
strange that such minds should labor to suppress all desire to learn the con­
dition of its inhabitants. But when the spirit has been so far developed 
as to fully realize its relations to the Second Sphere, it will irresistibly seek 
to know more of the world towards which it is tending in its progress; 
and it will endeavor to exercise the perceptions with which it is inherently 
endowed, that it may thus satisfy the thirsting- for wisiom which rise up 
in its bosom as the beautiful evidence of unfolding life.

In accordant 3 this sentiment, la m  ini to investigate the
•object which relates to the government of the Spirit-world.—not through 
the instrumentality of tne senses, but through the medium of the interior 
understanding. The fir-1 i lea which need  ̂ to be impressed, is that the 
world of spirit is a subs* dal world, substantial indeed in a higher sense 
than that which can be attached to material things. And in connection with 
this idea it should also be understood, mat spirits are real beings and not 
simply tha airy shadows of perverted fancy — that they are intelligent 
ar id  therefore organized existent.- which occupy a higher plane of being 
i-a.j !*;.• t assigned to morals or. me c a n d  mat th y are A Orsewi of
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truth * demonstrated in the world of perfected being—in the radiant home 
of tho spirit. though it is ’.'.or comprehended or exemplitied by t!i o inhabit - 
am* of the earth. This truth lies at the foundation of tho celestial gov­
ernment; it comprehends tiro plan and. principle on w hioh the heavenly 
societies are Cigna mod anil controlled. Vheroioro lot tho mind, oonooivool’
tho roalhv which needs to ho fn’lv understood bo fort' it oan oloar!\ com- »  ̂ ✓
prehond tho system of heavenly economy. In every spirit there is a point 
of brightness and. purity to be developed, and within this point resides 
the conscious intelligence which oonstitutes tho principle of wisdom. Hence 
too perm of the spirit is tho true source of thought and action, from which 
the soriups of the sou 1-1 lie send, out their heavenly streams ; and when 
this internal essence is so far developed as to he superior to every foreign 
intlnenoe. it unfolds a divine principle of attraction by which the spirit is 
governed in its movements. In the nu.ural growth of the soul, the perm 
of life and consciousness v. hieh it contains, is oxonnded and hr: thtened as* V

a soark of divine iipht; ami as this prooess of development s continued, 
the spirit hep ins to feel an attraction towards those objects .. a.d cm ;h  ytuents 
for which its inward essence has an auhritv. As accuse, aea.ee ef this at- 
traction, which prows stronger and deeper wt.h ih.e degree of uadddmn. 
tho soul is moved by an inward power which is greater die a every external 
ititiuence : it is controlled by a principle residing within, itself, which is 
analogous to that by which atoms are joined to atoms imho man rd i world ; 
and to this positive induence ad the more external faculties are caused to 
\ iehl in submission, these acting only as the passive instrume. :s of the 
directing wild while the latter is a silent expression of a sell mere Interior 
principle living in the conscious soul. Accordingly the Inhabitants of the 
spiritual world, when developed to a point where the Inward divinity attains 
a supremacy over external induoncos. are a law v.nto themselves: or, in 
other terms, they are governed by the principle of attraction in the soul dr elf, 
by which they are led to seek the companionship of congenial spirits, toper- 
form works that are intrinsic-allv wise and pood, a id to act in harmonious

•  V .

concert with reference to every object which they may desire to accomplish.
The societies of earth are governed chietiv bv external authority. A

m m  r

voice has issued from the high seats of power, and the people have bowed 
in obedience to its commands. Tne crown and scepter have been reverenc­
ed as the seal of authority : laws and customs have ruled the outward ac­
tions of men. and halls of justice and. gloomy prisons are erected to restrain 
the propensities of tire a ieious. Thus the governments of earth are made to 
eondst in mere external power—in tne execution of laws contained in 
printed books, and in superficial and arbitrary regulations which are based 

the re •>: mateiia! conceptions. Therefore there is no analogy existing 
be: ■ eon the gov, iren:> « f earth and the government of heaven. The one
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is external, material and superficial; the other h internal, spiritual and 
radical, While the one seeks only to control the outw ard actions and cause 
men to conform in. mere appearance to the standard ot virtue, the other aims 
only to govern the movements of the ^oul, and to brighten the germ of pu­
rity in its heart. Amor. . ) - ore ... op. of the Spirit-
worl d Te exists IQ WlhlMOO of extern;. 1 authority : there is no restraint 
corresponding to earthly laws and penalties ; there is no influence of fear 
exerted to prevent deeds of wrong, but that which is right is pursued from 
an attraction to the quality of right—works of love and goodness are per­
formed from an. inherent inclination to the same, and the social relations 
in which principles of justice and sympathy are exemplified, are preserv­
ed—not from any cm ward bond. bit. boat the power of an innate affinity. 
Hence while earthly governments are the representatives of human misdi­
rection and wrong, the government of lire spiritual sphere is the power of 
the principle of attraction residing in the germ of each individual soul, 
through which the desires, aspirations and labors of all are directed to­
wards that which is wise, levelv, and good.

/  •  0  w

Yet the Spirit-world, contains series, orders and degrees of station and 
influence. All spirits are net on the same plane of progression; and all 
do not possess the sane degree of inward power. Accordingly those spirits 
which are most advanced breathe down an in.luence of love and purity to 
those who are less advanced, and so tine inward germ becomes strengthen­
ed and expanded, within which the divine principle is developed that leads 
to good. Government therefore among spirits, consists in the power of the 
soul operating through the interior germ of intelligence that dwells in every 
spirit-flower which blooms i.i heaven. There are no stern executors ot law 
—no gilded thrones of power, and no fearful engines of torture to enforce 
obedience; but the silent power of love unfolds the soul and makes an 
affinity for right—th» principle of goodness is established in the inmost 
being as a fountain of immortal life. In the Spirit-land there are no prisons 
—no chains—no bondage. Yet there is an influence stronger and deeper 
than all these. The erring earth-child which has not yet mown into the 
harmony and wisdom of advanced circles, is Jed, and moved, and gov­
erned by the most gentle voices which seem as music to the inner sense; 
ami so those who were wicked here are purified and redeemed in heaven, 
that they may become children of God in spirit and in truth. Therefore 
should it be stated in conclusion, that the government of the Spirit-world 
is the enlightenment and cultivation ot the soul—the development and 
perfection of that which dwells within man n> the essence of Deity; and 
when this government shall have been established on the earth, as it will 
be in the ages of the future, the great end of human happiness will be at­
tained through an attraction to the immortal principles of Nature.



THE UNSEEN REALITY

from 111l: in rsuiOR.

There is a great truth that must bo impressed on the minds of rn^n — 
rhe superiority of the inward awl the real over the outward arulthe false. Men
have sought for truth with eager and earnest minds, but they havo sought 
f«»r it where it does not exist. The senses of the body have been regarded 
as the only medium through which the soul could look out on the beauties 
and glories of the visible universe. Hence men have regarded the mater 
ial as the real ; that which they could see with their eyes—hear with their 
ears—feel by their senses, they have thought the substantial reality. They 
have looked upon the Universe as a glorious Temple in which man was 
born to live and die ; and when they have looked out on its light-bathed 
surface, ami up to its star-lit dome, they havo regarded it as a great theater 
of life in which each must perform his part, and pass to his rest. Hut oh, 
there is something deeper—more beautiful than this ; there is something 
back of the glory of the stars—something beneath the changing lorms of 
earth. The great Divinity lives in this expanded Temple ; and all outward 
things and forms—all light—all beauty—all life, are but the external ex­
pression of the internal ami ever-living reality. Oh, beautiful is that inward 
world, which the senses may not perceive. Deep as the unfathomable 
depths of Infinity is the realm of spiritual life. High as the majestic spheres 
of Heaven leads the pathway of unending progress ; and here, in this great 
world of life, and thought and being, is the sphere of the soul's dov-lep- 
rnent. In this inward world dwells the divine renlitv for which men havo

W

sought in vain in the outward. Here is the truth that makes its appeal to 
the living soul. Hen* is the light that cheers ami gladdens the inward vis­
ion. Here is the life that flows in never-ceasing streams down into the 
depths of the human spirit.

O how little does the world realize of the Universe ? Even th ' realm of 
matter, lying in the shadows of the interminable distance, is unexplored 
and unappreciated • for what mind can grasp the infinity which is broader 
and deeper than tin; strongest flight of tin* soul !—and who can fathom the 
depths of all*evpanding Life which fills the limitless temple of Ovation 1 
Tint, though the immensity of the material creation could be grasped--though 
suns and systems could be? counted, measured and explored as lhe\ n»U in 
their endless circuit, yet how much more grand, sublime, and glorious is 
that world of invisible being—that universe of interior life and light, which 
form*' the inner -ancillary of the Divine Mind, and which exists beneath 
and within the expanse of material existence as thuJivir’f and over unfold-
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ham  his of darkness and bondage to fee glorious liberty o! the 
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repository of those heavenh treasures which angels are ever waiting t* be- 
stow. Ami as spirits look down upon the expa. of humai life, t. ey 
delight to see that this inward -jerin is ripening into a br t a:, i beautiful 
dower.—a flower which all the '•toims of time ma\ uot blast or wither, b ;t 
which shall bloom in beauty unfading and immortal.

<ireal is the rk that is going on in the earth. Man is apM .n g h if  
eialted destiny, lie has entered on the patawav of eternal progre'-ior a: 1 
up the high wheel of Heaven shall he ascend forever, basking in the glory 
of the Infinite.

THE SPHERE OF COMMUNION

BT THOMAS L. HARRIS.

The Human Soul, hi the varied processes of life, traverse-* t:.ree great 
Spheres of existence, and stands in tiiree diiiere. t attitudes c: s: intuai
consciousness. First, it parses outward'y to tne o: - »rv • *.lo;i of :'.te vis if .e I.’__
verse. It gazes  on the vision of Nature, as it is ui.fol 'cd in the realms of 
universal space : this is the attitude of Perception.  Second, it withdraws 
itself from the outward worl h and directs its vi.-io i to .he wo;, i wit:. It 
penetrates the mystery o. mind, and heart a.id wi 1 • it renews the Past in 
the pictures of memory, and projects the Future from its . i he 
arranges the treasures of knowledge: analyzes the results of experie: ce ; 
traces out the plan of action, and determine* the objects and methods of 
life: this I* the attitude of R e f l e c t i o n .  Third, it withdraws from the 
sphere of meditation, as it has from that of perception ; it directs its spirit­
ual aspiration to the Infinite Smi. tr.-» source of it- a. 1. Nature s d ie : it 
enters into incommunicable reiatioi- with 1 te Divine existence : it receives 
its elements, and feels them mingle with it> own : and this is me attitude 
of C o m m u n i o n .

In perception we look outwardly; in meditation we look inwardly ; in 
communion we look upwardly. In perception we penetrate the reaim of 
form ; in meditation the realm of law ; in communion the it aim of e--e:;- 
Us\ and original life. In perception the ecr -es are active; in meditation 
tne understanding is a ’five ; in comniuniou the So . it-eit is active in realms 
above t grasp of understands.!:, or t h e a t  of sense. Communion is that 
ult im ate  tact of consciousness which the devout of ail times have sought 
to attain through prayer. It is tiie spirit’s upward look . its entranced and 
silent a ioration ; its ascent into the realm- where space mcr-jes in infini­
tude, and the sucessions of tune melt in th^ circle of tne one eternity. It 
:s 0'.;r r. turn t<> the bosom o' the Father—••nr *' • *i in * -ilent l>\ ^
aau rsi.' •* rd the A’•-ciute ar. } F-> ":ti L :»•i
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T he senses are windows looking outward on the world of form, or color
of m aterial life, of visible harm ony, of Divine Art symbolized in creation

* • •

The Spirit stands behind the eye. as behind transparent glass, and perceiv­
es the shifting forms of Nature, their magic transmutations, their mystic 
loveliness; or. rather, the senses a re a  living and translucent atmosphere that 
surrounds the Soul, and on its undulation flows in from every form oS b e i n g, its 
music, its fragrance, and it  ̂ light. The ample dome of the firmament; the an­
cient sculpture of the mountains; the living landscape, with its hues of 
green and gold ; the streamlets that scatter light, and melt in music as they 
run :  trie or- an, whose billows are like the keys of a mighty organ, woke to 
mu-ic by that weird harmonist, the blast; birds that like the poet’s thought, fly 
on their n - ; iding win .r- from zone to zone: the living shapes of the ani­
mal kingdom, ami man himself, with his erect form and imperial brow; 
—ail these are revealed to ‘die Spirit only when it leans from the window 
of the senses, and stands in the attitude to perceive.

The Intcllm* dome-like, bending with shining arch above the *oui 
Ravs from the Infinite Reason converge within it, and thus comes Roved- 
at ion. Reams from the spiritual world shine on it. and these are thoughts of 
immortality. Tpon its cloudy curtain*, as upon the visible firman*'-; t, 
when penciie: by the rising or setting sun, i- pictured the dawning glory 
r *' th° Future, and tne fading effulgence of tie* Pa-4. Tiie light lent - !h 
if. rev n - t m I'.-jiver-e. Each emotion of terror or of love that the heart 
created: each e e of goo 1 or ill that the will embodied: each imagina­
tion that rose rainbow-liki ined t 6 000]: each idea that came and
*tood all rad in : *1 y : efor'* like -or: 10 fixed -:ar to direct the track of life

m

—all these have form, ar; voice, and being, within the finnamenlal dome 
of Intel lee*, and in reflection w«* enter tie* precinct-* of this pm-onn! aed 
individual wori 1: we gr.ze .non it nn gr.ifir *rit am uti v • i.-.trokice 
or :er a mi • it- - ?vmge r r-atio::* e poa :e; o- <•: i! m . s e r . . .ve on -.1 hope - 
anrl actions into the future of its fate.

But the Spirit—ike ’ ooker ‘nro gfi ae v. jik.o v ot <-enP*, th" nfolderof 
T-rie pictu'es of memory. ;•*. * * e vi-ions o: hope—1- not ro.fjr;"d to me-o 
pictures of Divine ]>• ** ;‘v whim are scatter* 1 t:iroi.g}i t’.e >. .jy*-. e. ;s not
limited to these medi tali on*- of Divine Wisdom '.-kirn r r<* r - - :d • ■** ‘ * •' i poo

ect. Above sense, a >vc thought; * r 
termar.ge of *• motion v..:- . - Divine Ok. * I: • m othm  in the divine 
F^ve: j4e ii. auon wkn me heavenly V* i ^jorn : j* ; ree /ion of '•*)**%- 
r' :* Life : * ran - i a*,o; to *ke real and a bio ig ex- fence; ;!«• calm and
tranquil rest upon tr.e Father V  bosom.

: :e'e <- a 1. * .sor; of heart when f;>nd a -*•* -it; f; end. a *. , V * .0. 
r ' " ' : : • -e an- :.e r ‘em'.g countenance revea how bemlifijl it is ;
therc ;• ar. inf.ux c; ;• ;e bi '•  when the 'o;k in t/anouii moo<J £hi.a
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with the universal life of \atnro, rirnl feels a m:use of mystic o/mnrs* wit* 
the hills ari(i river*, with tl lily whose breath is fragrance, arid the star 
whoso life is light; there i : a lime of ‘•acred joy for Lover* the one in heart, 
when passion die**, arid affection '-rows Angel-pure, and the intense emo­
tions of the soul need no more ihe halting interpretation of the longue ; 
there is the cornrnunion of the mother with the child, when her holy lovof 
falling like summer dew, descends to hallow and to purify the breast; there 
is the communion of the Poet with the the harmony of the ITniverie, when 
his soul becomes an rcolian lyre, which every breath of heaven awake* to 
melody, when for him the soul and history grew vocal, and tie* itar; »irig 
as well as shine j there is the communion of the Artist with ideal arid su­
pernatural Meanly, when the vail of Nature '.nows transparent, when ho 
penetrates tin: open secret, anil sees Creation as a picture of hi vine Art, 
mirrorred upon Infinitude ; there is the communion of the rapt Idealist 
with the Angel-world, when shapes of glory move about him, and earth 
fades like a shadow, and Heaven dawns through radiant vistas, ns if it* gate­
way opened in tin? sun. But all these but poorly and faintly symbolize 
the soul’s communion with its hod, lor then tin; limitations of humanity 
seem rrerged in the Infinite Completeness; then we are rapt away from 
tin; world of sen e and time in beatific vision ; then one day is richer than 
a thousand years, and a thousand year, pa • rpiicklya . a day; then all that 
man ever sought is found, and aspiration itself is satisfied, and heaven is 
won; then holmes1', and harmony, and bier-serine and joy, too deep for
truth or tear.-, are all our own. Then within us is hod’ love, and around 
us is his perfect beauty, and all that beauty arid that love j> freely given. 
Then the groat prayer of Jo.su.; has met with >ls fulfillment, and we am 
one with God through him. ,

'Tiii ; slat#*—the highest condition of Humanity—embodies in it prayer 
and its fulfillment, desire arid answer, infinite aspiration, infinite felines* 
of beautiful life and rc t. Then our will i one with hod’s will, and our 
life is found in his life. Then our d'-sire is to hr; complete in love, and 
our de-ire is answered till our nature is filled, and its limits overflowed. 
Our will is strong, for hod’s wiil i our power; our aflectiom. are purified 
arid made genial and active, for God’s love flo/. through the. soul, Holy 
emotions waft their odors about us like breath from Paradise, and we hear 
in spirit the voices of innumerable aitjpds, chanting, gloiy to hod in th# 
highest, and on earth peace and good will to rnen.

Wakening to outward con >e.iou m.* !o physical activity, from thi *. beatific 
rent, our hearts glow as did the face of Alo es, when fie descended fmrn 
the mount. Each moral nerve is once more elastic; each spi/itual puh-c* 
i*. throbbing with the circulations of a more real and eternal life. We seo 
a r arer beauty in the out * a d world, to which we are introduced by tho
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aen*u.i\Yi medium We 4uc(tfu the intro iuetion of of 2»*r an ; III*' into ir•* 
thought We are calmer to omU'k and overturn life* potty an- 

noyriceo W« atiom^r to m^t life* *anou« U or* a:ul ditftcultieg, 
ordering and iobtluing them with manly and ener^r'io will. W, arg strong* 
tr to do cur Father's will and work, am.-,* ue hart te t*d on hi- \ «om in 
the beauty ot hit h o lin g  a; I the mlixiit: 1«» of : .»• • • *N 1 '
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ah alikooky uirtM p  ‘ ru t  cibclc 01 nor*

r \  * 1, 1 . ua*

Spirit of God ! whose g!o v c* •» o . uir.:
A throne, the Ark’* dread cherubim between,
S ' let the presence brood, though now uit»*en,

O f f thme two powers, b> whom the h i'p  i- -’run ; — 
Feeling and Thong it till the rekindled ch«wd>
Cue the lu it- buried U>nO back to mini rta! w.«j»

And thr Hear*** and thr cArth iieola*e t o glory ai d lha of the
w-wk« ol G.*d Great i - tnv ivne a ,.t eat y to bo praised arc U:e war** 
ot thv hand.

And I m  a a beautiful eitv ai.ir o(J, and thr naneof that citr was “ Hole *»/ * #
T! 0 eatranee there n v t roi . u * i r  . at--, r  1 0 0  r :  itr* Je.-teod 
an an;el w.:Ohe wu - we*e t an parent with 1 . ht. and around waot* head 
wasa *'!t halo ot ra anc*\ like n iiotLe >...1 w lie . tieecy c.ouis nave soft­
ened ihe brithancT ot hm rav. And their countenance wa- ta.r and beau-w #
tifu It serene w ihapuream l 'm y love a * the' e\er six: the hymn
*Hoiia»M to the Lord

The arxeU * ;.»> îmrv.-sl that v r we e cubed t'or.star. 'can T • Jth, and 
many peayle were pammg m and ot: Same weta elad m bright m  meats
ar.d had tac.,.\nt U'« » > ?n • : a I ■. a do\«r.i\.-: < ,»:id b-vre
they entered the eve, were I'm- ;mpi ’n  ̂ look', a ith’.a ■* e\ v - u ' i w  
the r facev ' n',A\ I e:r. 'r S v  ' -i-' u t.\! a nv • ca ' the :
hewU erect and their fares earnest as if m pursait of some jreat treo«i:-* 
to be obta ni t̂ when they s ou.d enter ti.at rate S me were ! .terin̂ * :n
the path and w . v  a< U:cm xh a-mid to approach 5k. e were
trembune an̂ i tea.^ beviewed their cheeks, and the> ]<x>ked o : owe anonerWP m m
•ay 'Shall we approach ' i r  -hah not be permitted to rr.s -*r.“ Litll-' 
ctilureo were travel.;;.,- thete hard .a ham a d in : -*et tuesee- ^xior^dki 
1 ah* * re * oe tkftf laaeeeal h n *  Careloaaiy and kopAfly, brightly ami 
ioem*: ; the. ki tena! ahs^x, and t:*e.r iittfe faces s^vmed glad with de- 
hght m the. . -pKac; >1 that lea.t u ^ate, aad ca«k: oc :.v*e V n f 'f l
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guards which kept the entrance. They did not aak, ••may I enter * J but they
entered. T if  ixr U sir.: led. ami tue ^inilc struck me .v* an exceedingly 
happy oce. But whv the careless happy lauizli ot childhood should make 
them M- m ) '•„> cr. at ti.e unconcern with which those little ones entered,
was rao * than I co tld ! : o n. It struck me a* remarkal. ■; much more 
important teemed the entrance of thoee people of full growth and dei< - 
©pod m d«. a-id vet how dihen it, how varied were the emotions which• W 9

«s • cc. r\ ' »o i m .1.n. c . m inner :md mu* ', uni who!* expression
together betrayed while passing before my vision.

1 also reached the entrance and was penuitied to enter, not however be- 
fore I : i* m »' .* • f th“ kc. per* n * meanin : of so lunch apparent in*
eoagro.n v. » ;aract.*r e\h.' ited > the concourse which had pas sod before 
ir v Tu *  ̂ • < i. i, h  r. ar i eo f< tiiyv It' with thine own eyes, and
thine n ryee e:<a.; convince thee*’; and I entered.

I c •, i at ti. who*© lace* were ?o radiant with
joy .... i; co;no n 11 .i tar oh co tntrv. to snow the new
c.merx • ,* Iocs and custoi and requirements of tho
c .n?r% which t. » > vmm’ now : .r to inhabit. And I observed that thosem *
who had entered with to t and ;:...
erect, »o elevated, wore a e l look at the barreneas of the country.
They had exported to be kioga and mastem, and to feed on t. o
la: 1 ' • ”i to i. 1 .  '. ti. ? i t ; s «.archings made
ready to reoeave them which they had exported to i. :. 
me aa thoafh hastily ceastrocted palaces *
*. i t. * t r I su* y <j-. i v . *.• i<>:, u.vip-
pv i:t« *1 >t a>k its ia i i «: tut they asked **How
■' Heaven to which wa ex ported to cone. 1: ; s i
CO'.w, b.VTSB, -• o: ' p uo\: : o. t.f tr;_ .. t.» feast the e\e cr
please t * m i! W X "<* w ,<* .■ . >ect a for d.herent place from 
this, x his surety cannot be lb© ven we were so o&fD told was proper- 
c 1. : " :> i . ' • • • . '  : *\v. . • uc>;
Thev looked neither to th * < • mm it % . • 0 I • he ; ut there ta v -kxm and jaied aj• ^ ” ~ w • v
it were oa r .  » xy an i op -ne  - 1L».t uurk ar;d bleak it seemed to them!

I tur.ied a u j  : t •• a:; d a rouchen a 1 >nn w do -ceaed elated at
r a*>ir : t und som- . \cry plca'di^. 1 eteppeii up ar.d accosted the

1 \ . | h  • i; : j r. 1 a -:c ■
Nv b •— • - c u • n • ' y .. io v so ;.arpy, I woul: par cipate .n your

The figtne—w hieh was a femaie—looked oa me with eyes stieamiwg
with team  iy tr. 'rtai I** she 'did. such a beautiful place. I
ax each anted. I am <: ghte caa :t be r ".;•!* th.r I exa a ways lire
here * Wav ! whoa I inhabited a coarse be h now 1 find was a she• • *
:u which the sr.r/ tnove\ I « xs uu... . a : Mv ached
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m is taken  in the way they took those words, tlial passage1. A great many are 
walk in g in that way.  we :uv w alking  in it. O h! o h !  it's H eaven!  It is 
Heaven. It is tin* Heaven we heard about, but it is the Heaven we never 
expected to enter. It was Lej)t at such a great d istance from n s !  They  
said it was the pure, the sanctified, the meek, and the lowly, and the god- 
huiiiug, the s in-hater and the* well-doing that entered Heaven. We never 
thought we w e i r  the well-doers. Wo nex er expected so great a boon. W o 
never an tic ipated  being so near Heaven. It seemed so very dim and d is ­
tant. And now hen* we are. and here is Heaven ! Why ! a short time ago, 
we w rit '  down in the busy world, jostled in the crowd and overlooked— 
som etim es sneered at, sometimes sculled at, often unnotieed. But oh ! we 
did love (!od, we did right as near as wo knew how, though not all they 
told us was light. We lived and died as mortals do, and here we are ; some 
in one path and seme in another, some in one direction and some in'another, 
that loads to this beautiful country. Some are in fields w here grass is jus t  
beginning t«> grow ; -nine walking through paths of shade and sunshine; 
some an* evei picking d o w n s ;  and some are seeking for treasures, which 
they call knowledge, which they sought for long on earth, but never found 
because  of their inubilitx to attain tin* gift. They have gone to abuild ing• ~ v r»
which the\ call a place ol instruction, and they say that is a Heaven to 
them nlread\.  The\ sax their souls have ever hungered on earth without

V  *  V  t »

being satisfied. Some of them are exploring tin* wonders and workings of 
Nailing and some are exploring the wonderful machinery of their own be­
ing. All are engaged in labor and all have kind friends called guides*

O  V.  * f y

Shall I tell you what  the labor is called ! It is the natural labor of the
w

human mind which the eternal soul is evei engaged in, and that is P ro- 
c ukssion .

flu* liule children next attracted mv attention. Little children ! best and
w

la<i ! How careless and happy, with what ingenuous, beautiful, no-evil-fear- 
iug laces tliex cuter, flail ! litth* spoils ! lloxv bright ye look. They do 
not weep. Tliex do not -brink. nor tremhh*. nor turn hack, but wander 
along in innocence and joy. Hither and thither they spread. Ono is at- 
tractcd bx a beautiful bird and chases that bird, drawn by his musical 
notes, and he l a u g h s  in the fulness of his spirit's joy. Another has found 
a heautif ul llow or. Oh ! Iioxv delighted he looks. He hursts forth in a merrv

%r

peal and calls his little companions to gaze on the treasure* lie has found 
Another hears sweet music and has flown oil’ to hud it. \s tliex wander 
off', one meets another, now a father.a mother, a brother, a sister. Oh ! what 
a happy mingling of joy there is. Ih w delighted tlie.y seem. Their Hea­
ven is all Heaven, no cloud obscures their sky, hut joyfully and trusting­
ly they gambol and frolic in the beautiful pastures prepared for them. Iioxv 
it g laddens my spirit as 1 gazo on the scene. Oh ! Innocents ! How trust-

*
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ini*! How much nearer y-* approach the godlike nature of our Father, in 
your happy homily ol trust. Yr know no evil, therefore ye fear no enemy. 
The chain which unloosened )(>u fiom Heaven, has a spark of light retain­
ed in its links so untainted that ye scarce felt the transition. Happy ones! 
I leave yon.

m

Radiant spirits ! I thank ye for the entrance yo have given me to alcsson 
to give to mortals helow. Faith ! thou art mine. And Constance ! I know 
thee and thank then right gladly.

The oily which I entered is that which is viewed by mortals in the flesh, 
and it seems to them that it is far oil, because it is called “ Holy.” The 
entrance thereof through that massive gale is called Death; massive be* 
cause the spirit’s greatest nit ranee when cut loose from this sphere. And 
the angels on cither side are the angels which usher us in, and the shining 
ones who were passing in and out of the city, were those who are sent back 
to earth on errands of merev and love.

The ciiv itself represents the Heaven which all contemplate as being their 
ultimate destination, whether they have lived, or felt, or expected a contin­
ued e\i-tcuco ; and dilferent aspects of the same country to the different 
minds which arrived there, will show you wherein they had wisely or un- 
wisely prepared for their never-ending journey.

The gate is surelv a golden one to many, and the entrance is always and 
ever watched by spirits which are waiting to receive the traveler who there 
commences his experience, guided by faith, led on by patience, supported 
by love, inasmuch as his former life and sphere of affinities will enable love­
ly spirits to approach him upon his first entrance.

And if this will enable any mortals to see in what relation they stand to 
tin* sphere of existence to which all arc tending; if it will show them in 
how great a measure they may enjoy that Heaven on earth which is only 
a prelude to the actual stale which they must all know and conceive for 
themselves in the dilferent pictures which 1 have drawn and many morn 
which are not here shown, I shall have accomplished my task and thank 
thee, 0  Patience!

Beautiful are the tokens of affection which are given by fond and trust­
ing hearts. They cheer and gladden the pathway of the soul, shedding 
light amid the dark places of the earth, and breathing to the inner sense 
the fragrance of immortal tlowers.

[l^“~The communication from Mrs. Homans in tlie present number, was 
received through a huh in this oily w ho has been recently developed as \  
speaking medium. A message purpoiting to he given by the spirit of Mr. 
Munn, will appear in our next issue.
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It will ho gratifying to the friends ot progreM. to learn that the c-aitn«9 of 
Miritual truth is steadily progressing in tiii* city. U bile there* are Imre, m 
in other places, numerous and powerful oh tacJe* to the -pread of our p|,j|. 
osophy. there i- a!iO a silent power—mightier loan that of earth—which n 
gradually and irresistibly moulding the mind- of the people. Kvety day 
bears evidence of the fact that the leaven or truth is at work ; and even 
here, where materialism has prevailed in its mo t repulsive form-, there ii 
a hopeful promise of the “good time coining.” A spirit of inquiry ha- gone 
abroad in the places where Mammon lias erected ; t'-rnpJes. arid the voice 
of love that speaks from the heart of angel . rAe* • -perior to ' e clink of 
gold.

A movement is now being made in this city, which will doubtless result 
in the more rapid diffusion of toe spiritual idea. Meetings are held weekly 
at a hall in Sixteenth Street, where persons in tore ted in the subject as­
semble to listen to statements of facts and experience: a weekly confer­
ence is also held at the residence of Mr Partridge, de igned for an inter­
change of thought and sentiment on subjects of a .spiritual nature : and in 
addition to th" e. there are several established circle- meeting in different 
parts of the city, among which may be mentioned, a i a prominent repre­
sentative, the “Circle or Hope,” in which numerous communications have 
been received from the Spirit-world of the most elevated character. Ii 
movement that is now taking place, though it may be comparatively feeble 
in its beginning, is contained the germ of a gradual, but certain and wide­
spread revolution, which will affect in an in.porlant degree the interest* of 
the world. h . p. a .

TO READERS AND C 0  R R J >  PONV ENTS.

We h ave received many incication- of the pleasure with which the 
Messenger in it-, new form has heeri greeted. for ail which we are duly 
grate: .. : • a measure to us to receive from friends in different
localities, statements relating to the progre-sof Spiritual'!-m in their region; 
and. from tnose vd;o are aec e.:omed to thi.*. opar tm ex t  of labor, we should 
be happy to be favored with phiio-.ophical a . communica­
tions, v. nich may be :>ased on toe teaching- of iul dtion or experience. 
Tnere :s a mi .on to be pc.iorneb by every -phiioa! believer —let ex a 
labor in his appointed sphere.-—E d.



1 11 K * i'I it i t  M  r. s s i: \  a  v . u

Jv "tu»- - ii v ii, iron, in Inn h ied  honrsth fb*
\ fk iv i t \U o -  care <-i niinisier*, cihiIiiium in he so*Hunrd m u« bcnef-
*' ' U' M̂  "  1 " ,l *'1 * «̂*r 111 111 *ni i in  mission In breathe puaee nil
.M .fli.m J m*»d wbl Ivuwu  I, U l,j |„t devohd, as heicM i*e , m mi in to ,, 
h jativm ol .1 ' . •»? V iIiiic , the it'l.iiimiih n| Sjnrn ami Matter, th* pnn • 
« • | * * * ' So ».ii 1C ion,), aini H,ti bt*f%ii|,|til realities connected m th Spirit- 
l a ’ lufe?rmn *D and Uic hustmv <>! \ | al ,

i l  ^ v’ > i Sduui M i;m i:\i,k h  \% ill be published by It I* 
 ̂ ‘ ; 11 * !|' H ** ’ 1,1 ***11ii il.iv ol r \  »*i v mouth, from Inn 0|)ic*,

KvaM • ” ‘>, r l ultoi Street, \,n v  lurk. Prom of subscription 
° °  T<*‘ •">“ H.Vl UU.t; IN . l A l m i X  4 0 VAHB. ,j / “ Fof ft mUll* 

ol Si.OO *l\ CCUiHA Will hr  ncilt In o|)o address.

S P I u I rc: V L W <> K K s
l i r -  :■■.■ii, r i 'u  T* a< in n; comprising a Series of Twelve Loci u ion on 

the \  tr ie  and I >♦ vcb j>in rH of the Spirit Written bv Spirits of th*
S ■ ! 1 ;:<•!«* 1% I*. \n>blrr, Medium. This work, dictated by an unseen
, ; .n<- i i (mi* fMir** r i’ r» «pun «tl>le witness**, w as written if) pro*
< !v- t .‘h > * •>.« vt OH't fortieth n't minute*. The subjects of which it
tn m  :u» j> - ^c*| rd intrinsic inforest, ami have art important branny 
oa t o* i i at ol the race. Mo lin, AO Cents. Postujja 8 Cents.

1 i n  . 1  in voim ti VI Ibtit.osm'M v, bein^ n»» K\|MMition of Interior 
I \ \  In Spirits ol 11»•* Sixth Circle U 1’ Ambler, Mcili*
, i, i t o ,|, . o <>i tiiis work is to unfold the? prominent principles of 
t S m . i d I* til■» up!ij hi a condensed fuim, and elucidate the mysteries
e» . ,-f | . i , ( ,i' ij,n>'n mid rmtnitliclnrtj ctwimuninifions Taper. 7«1

r»-nf«. TiNla*^', f rents,

Lff .nr rM)M Mir. Si ihm Wnnr n—smuiprisin^ a “i-nvs of articles oil the 
r , 1,1 , <n nr Faints mid the dov.d.^nnrnt H mind in the Ru limental find 
S-e oul Sp!i»*f#■, U in ;' written by Him control ol spirits. Rev. Chailos 

ffanmirnid, Medium. Muslin, 7 > rents. ¥ rents,

Tin  Tif.oiifvi *ar or Tiiom is Ram k, »nd otlir rs. to tlir St*vinth Cu­
rb  m i ;  - Spi ii-»a <>r ' I. fin Hen by the spirit of rhonms Taint. Rev C 
If, fumotid, Med tun Mnahti, 7  ̂ Cents ; p t i ^ b  '>0 ' I'usUtft M
rt nfs.

IN ..., ,(h H i i - f *  Ml ijMrtiMMl *•! HI., k r,ii roll.twiitijr
on han I «■ I , , . , , i li . . .  Hm .i.U . iv, Now Vmk, uifl will I.......Ml I') m«tl
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