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‘évpirit For the spirit of man has not only devotion, and
r651gnat10n, which was illustrated in this hymn, but also

an intense inner delight in the simple beauties which we -
I hope when soon we have something
of a ritual service for ourselves, a ritual for the Brothers
of the Star, we may be able to change something of the
" people, the greyness which so predominates in many of
And I should profoundly wish that ‘"

find everywhere.

tone of our Star meetings and bring something of a
joyous atmosphere.
‘there might be a special little ritual for the junior mem-
bers of the Star, the Servants of the Star, wherein might
be reflected that joyousness:which draws a meeting, a
- gathering; so swiftly to the presence-of -the Great World
Teacher.

. We all know how children—before the gates of the
prison house grow in 'round the growing boy or girl—
are happy; and if you analyze them, you will find that

this happiness consists in feeling well. They have healthy
little bodies with a great deal of vitality, and they are
interested in the things which they do, not the things
they have to do in school, but the things they play at;
those are to them the serious things of life which call
out their full enthusiasm, and whatever calls out full
enthusiasm naturally makes you happy. And children
at play are happy—and also because of their happiness—
if -only it can be continued for them in the home, in the
nursery, in the school, as in the playing field—there is
within themselves an inner sunshine, a trustfulness of
belief, a warmth of friendliness, so that sometimes you
will find the person who is disliked by the critical friends
of his own age is cheerfully accepted by the children as
a-chum;-as-a-eomrade. They-have not all those dividing
lines of what is agreeable and disagreeable ; what is right
or wrong in Society, or of conventional morality. They
accept a man by looking a little nearer the real man as he
is, 'and it has been well said by a French writer: “Trust
to the judgment of children, because it is nearly always
the judgment of God.”
Our work, then, as Brothers of the Star proclaiming
~a great message, is to see that we bring the world nearer
to us; that we do not stand apart as a sacrosanct body
of people whose general attitude to the outer world is:
“We are holier than 'thou.” We want to so live our
lives that we bring the world nearer to us. Now, as
I have told you, every Church does something of the
kind. Every body of people with any kind of religious
message does indeed bring the world nearer to it. But
our business—our business in the sense that the little
Christ .child talked of His Father’s business—is to bring
the world nearer to us in other ways, and one I am going
to speak of this afternoon is happiness. = Happiness,
which seems to come so rarely to most of us, which seems
reserved almost by some jealous God, Who grudgingly
doles it out here and there, and yet.every religion gives
testimony that the heart of things is sweet, and is peace
and joy. How is it, then, that we seem to have so little
of it on earth? I think largely it is because we do not
know how to look, where to look, and it was because of
that thought that I purposely had that reading from
“Elizabeth and Her German Garden”, where that particu-
lar Elizabeth found so much of the happiness of life was
in her garden, in cultivating her flowers, in watching
their growth.
Now, there are several ways of getting happiness. I
take for granted, of course, before I go on and describe

what are these ways, that you do not want to be selfishly
happy, but that rather you want to be free of this general
gloom and greyness of the world. The greyness which
is reflected in the pavement outside, the greyness which

"is reflected in the attitude of so many sincerely religious

the religions which tell you that it is the path of tempta-
tion for you to be naturally happy. Well, the first thing
to do is to look for happy things, and of these—as Eliza:

“beth’ in her German garden found—there are many for

us in Nature. The flowers, for instance. Why is a flower
a happy thing? Because the flower’s life is nearer to the
great life of God—not so cut off in some ways as is
ours—because we erect such false notions of God. We
make Him a God peculiar to one religion—rather than
the God of all religions and peculiar to none. We erect
all kinds of dividing lines as to whom shall be saved and
who shall not. Our little thoughts are very much like
the stick you put into the pool, and when you look at it
the stick is not straight, but it is bent, and as we look
through the medium of our human imaginations, we see
God awry, and not as He is. Whereas the flower, which
does not think, but lives, whose inner life is to produce
itself and to make a seed, is nearer in some ways to the
pure spirit of things, and therefore you will find that
there is a’kind of happiness in the flower as it opens,
which it cannot express to you, because you have no
instrument of knowledge capable of finding it; if you
had, then when the sun shines you would find there is
great ‘delight in the flower, afid that “even when the ‘stn
does not shine it feels an inner life coming through it,
so that at night it works to fulfill its part in'the divine
plan. 'There is a joyousness about the flowers and the '
birds and the beasts. Watch these creatures, study them,
and you will find that in Nature, though there is—if
looked at from one side—a fierce struggle for existence,
yet at the same time there is a great playfulness, a great
joyousness.

Can you not imagine the clouds as they move, taking
a delight in their movement? You will find sometimes
one of our musicians catches almost the inner meaning
of the joyousness of the storm and reproduces for us a
storm in music, and there is nothing sad about that
storm, nothing of terror, yet it can be the pure heart of
the storm itself as it joyously does its work in God’s
plan. And you can look at the rivers and enter into
the mysterious life of the r1ver or at the mountain
range, as it stands alone, lifting up its head to God. You
can in subtle ways get at a joy in the world and you can
look for happy things in people, deliberately make your-
self look for happy things in people’s characters. Not
those things of which you disapprove; put them out of
your mind, and look for the best in the people. Perhaps

_you see in someone a characteristic which is like one pos-

sessed by someone else you admire. Follow up that char-
acteristic. See how it works in the person before you.
Set yourself deliberately, in all the friends you know, to
look for the best thing. The best thing is a part of the
great Divine nature, and it is therefore the happy thing. -
Look for the happy thing, not for the unhappy thing, with
your sense of feeling: “I wish you were different,” but
look for the happy thing by saying: “I wish I were
like you in this way, or that.”
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