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SO N S O F T H E  DESERT
These Bedouins, whose lives are mostly nomadic, pause for a rest in one of the little villages on the bleak desert near Bagdad. To a great extent, as in centuries past, the peace of the world rests in the hands of these Arab peoples. A conflagration in the Near East can result in  a religious war that could involve the political 

and economic interests of the major powers of the world. (Photo by AMORC)



LAST FRONTIER
T h e  H i d d e n  P o s s i b i l i t i e s

'L fo u 'i M i* u &

T O O K  in the  m irro r— you are  face to 
face w ith  the  only  depend ab le  fu tu re  

— yourself.
T o d ay  the re  are  no new lands to be 

p ioneered . T h e re  are  no w hite spots of 
o p p o rtu n ity  on the  business m aps o f the  
w orld . F or the  first tim e in cen turies, 
m en an d  w om en realize th a t personal 
pow er  an d  ach ievem ent d epend  upon 
some stran ge  qualities— w ithin the ir own 
n atu res . T h e y  are  m ysterious only  be­
cause they  are  no t u nderstood . D o you 
know  w hat accounts fo r p ersonality—  
how  some persons— so easily  an d  na tur­
a lly— m ake friends?  W h a t m akes some 
m en an d  w om en cap ab le  o f m astering  
a n y  unexpected  situa tion?  I t is not su f­
ficient to  say so-and-so has the h ap py  
fa c u lty  to  do  th is or do tha t. Y o u  m ust 
kn o w  w hat these psychical functions are.
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THE

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
METAPHYSICS AND MYSTICISM

By TH E IM PERA T O R

P A R T  T W O
h e  w o rld ’s g re a te s t  liv in g  

re lig ions in c o rp o ra te  a n d , 
in  m a n y  respects, d e ­
p en d  on  m y stic ism . T h e  
te rm  is, h o w ev er, co m ­
m o n ly  su b m erg ed — as is 
th e  p r a c t i c e — b e n e a t h  
dogm a w h ic h  is th o u g h t 
m o re  essen tia l to th e  sur- 

sec t’s p a r t ic u la r  re lig io u s 
sy stem . T h is  is done , m o st o ften , b e ­
cause  m y s tic ism  ca n  lead  th e  sp ir i tu a l 
devotee a s tra y  fro m  d o g m a tism  a n d  the  
fo rm a l c h u rc h . T h e  m y stic  w ill see the  
v a lu e  of o rg an iz ed  re lig io n  a n d  w ill be 
th e  las t to oppose it. H o w ev er, h e  w ill 
m o st o ften  th in k  of it  as u n n e c e ssa ry  
e ith e r  to  the  u n fo ld m e n t of h is sp ir i tu a l 
consciousness o r h is  u n io n  w ith  th e  God 
th a t  he conceives. H is  a t t i tu d e  m a y  be 
th a t  the  fo rm a litie s  of theo lo g y  a re  a 
d is tra c tio n  to  h is  m o re  in t im a te  r e la ­
tion  w ith  the  d iv in e . T h e re  a re  those 
w h o  p u rsu e  m y s tic ism  an d  y e t f a i th ­
fu lly  p a r t ic ip a te  in  som e re lig io u s sect 
because , b e n ea th  th e  la I te r ’s fo rm a litie s  
a n d  tra d itio n s , th e y  h a v e  d iscovered  th e  
g o ld en  th re a d  of its  p r is t in e  m y stic ism . 
I t  is to  th is  th a t  th e y  co n sec ra te  th e m ­
selves.

T h e  m y stic  is n o t one w h o  th in k s  of 
h im se lf  as be ing  o m n isc ie n t o r h a v in g  
h ad  co n fe rre d  u p on  h im  som e u n iq u e  
sp ir i tu a l  m a n tle . R a th e r , he  is of th e  
belie f th a t  h e  s ta n d s  as an  in d iv id u a l  
in  h is  d iv in e  o r Cosm ic co n n ectio n . H e  
believes th a t  h is  w o rsh ip  of G od n eed  
no t be th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  of p a r t ic ­
u la r  in d iv id u a ls  o r in s titu tio n s . H e  co n ­
ceives th e  s p ir i tu a l  consciousness of his 
being , ca lled  soul, as b e in g  a d irec t

e m a n a tio n  o f G od. T o p re se rv e  th is  
co n n ec tio n  he th in k s  n o  in te rm e d ia ry  
is necessary?. T h u s  m a n , acc o rd in g  to 
the  m y stic , h as  w ith in  h im se lf a d irec t 
n ex u s, a bond , w ith  G od. T h e re  a re  a 
n u m b e r  of d e fin itio n s  of m y stic ism  
w h ic h  co n v ey  th is  concep t. P e rh a p s  the 
one w e o ffer h e re  em b races  th e  essen tia l 
p r in c ip le  of a ll of th e m : “ M y stic ism  
is m a n ’s im m e d ia te  aw are n e ss  o f his 
re la tio n  to  G od. I t  is a d ire c t an d  in ­
tim a te  consciousness of th e  D iv ine  
p re sen ce .”

T h e  tw o  im p o r ta n t  e lem en ts  of th is  
d e fin itio n  a re  the  w ords im m e d ia te  
a n d  in tim a te .  T h e  fo rm e r is to be co n ­
s tru e d  as m e a n in g  th a t  the  rea liza tio n  
of G od is n o t h ad  th ro u g h  the  in s t ru ­
m e n t o f a  d o c tr in e  o r  esoleric  s y m ­
bolism . I t  is n o t ju s t a c o n te m p la tio n  
by  w h ich  one f in a lly  a rriv e s  a t a co n ­
clu sion  o r ju d g m e n t of som e experience . 
G od, ra th e r ,  becom es a p o in t of k n o w l­
edge, ju s t  as he  is p erce iv ed , w ith o u t 
th e  n ecess ity  of la te r  a n a ly s is  upon  the  
ex p e rien ce  h ad . F o r a n a lo g y . I look 
o u t th e  w in d o w  a n d  see a tree . M y  
im m e d ia te  p e rc e p tio n , the  idea  a ris in g  
o u t of m y  v isu a l sen sa tio n , is tree. I 
a m  n o t le ft to  th e  need  of com parison  
w ith  a n y  p rev iou s ex p erien ce  before 
a rr iv in g  a t  th e  n o tio n  of m y  p e rcep ­
tion . T h e  m y s tic ’s know ledge of G od, 
th e n , is as t in e  as a n y  o th e r  positive 
a n d  im m e d ia te  know ledge.

T h e  la t te r  w ord  o r th e  in tim a te  con ­
sciousness of G od w h ic h  co n stitu tes  the 
m y s tic a l e x p e rien ce  re la tes  to  the  s p ir ­
itu a l se lf of m a n . G od is re a liz e d  by  
I he m y  stic not in  te rm s o f th e  q u a litie s  
of th e  senses; he  d oesn ’t know  G od as

v iv a l of the



fo rm , as n a m e , as a n y  k in d  of a d e ­
te rm in a t iv e  be ing . T h e  e x p e rie n c e  is 
on e  of self re a c h in g  o u t a n d  re a liz in g  
its  u n io n  w ith  its  o w n  source , th e  d i­
v in e , a n d  i t  is th a t  w h ic h  is in tim a te . 
G od is n o t conceived  as a r is in g  o u t of 
sen sa tio n , o r fee lin g , p a ra lle l  to  im p re s ­
sions one  m ig h t  h av e  of th e  w o rld . 
W h e n  o n e  is conscious th a t  h is  se lf h a s  
fre e d  i ts e lf  of p h y s ic a l lim ita tio n s  a n d  
h as  a  oneness, th a t  is, a n  ab so rp tio n  
in to  th e  in f in ite , h e  th e n  h a s  m y s tic a lly  
ex p e rien ced  G od. I n  o th e r  w o rd s, w h e n  
on e  h a s  cas t off th e  re s tr ic tio n s  of tim e  
a n d  space  a n d  is n o  lo n g e r localized  a n d  
senses a n  a ffin ity  w ith  a ll, h e  is th e n  
in t im a te ly  e x p e rie n c in g  G od. S u ch  is 
n o t a n  id e a l b u t a n  a c tu a l  e x p e rien ce  
w h ic h  is te s tified  to  b y  som e of th e  
g re a te s t m in d s  a n d  m o ra lis ts  of a ll  ages. 
T h a t  ev en  sc ience reco g n izes  th a t  such  
a n  ex p e rien ce  lies w ith in  th e  re a lm  of 
h u m a n  consciousness, is ex p ressed  in  
th e  w o rd s of E d w a rd  B u rn e tt  T y lo r , 
e m in e n t  e thno log is t: “ T h e re  a re  tim es  
w h e n  p o w ers  a n d  im p ress io n s  o u t of 
th e  co u rse  of th e  m in d ’s n o rm a l ac tio n  
a n d  w o rd s th a t  seem  sp ok en  b y  a voice 
fro m  w ith o u t, m essages of m y s te r io u s  
know ledge, of co u n se l o r w a rn in g , seem  
to in d ic a te  th e  in te rv e n tio n , as i t  w e re , 
of a  second, s u p e rio r  sou l.”

W h a t  is th e  m y s tic  s tr iv in g  fo r?  T h e  
u lt im a te  e n d  of th e  m y s tic a l  s ta te  of 
consciousness is  a u n io n  w i th  G od, th e  
m o m e n ta ry  ab so rp tio n  of Self in to  th e  
A bsolu te . T h e  m y s tic , h o w ev er, is n o t 
n ec e ssa rily  a n  ascetic . A s a  co n seq uence  
of th e  afflatus of h is  soul, h e  does n o t 
d e n y  th e  w o rld . H is  m y s tic a l  e x p e ri­
en ce  is a s ta te  o f i llu m in a tio n .  I t  is  th e  
g re a t l ig h t  of consciousness. T h is  re ­
d u ced  to  p ra c tic a l  te rm s  m e a n s  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g . T h e  m y s tic  is fo rtif ied  th e n  
w ith  a  c la r i ty  of m in d , se lf-confidence , 
a n d  a re g e n e ra te d  p o w e r of h is  w h o le  
se lf to  cope b e t te r  w ith  th e  p ro b lem s 
of th e  w o rld . T h e  m y s tic a l ex p e rie n c e  
p rov ides n o t e scap e  b u t  conso la tion , 
co m fo rt, a n d  re n e w e d  v ig o r in  th e  s tru g ­
g le  w ith  th e  a ffa irs  of life .

T h e  co n te st w ith  life  m a y  a ssu m e a 
n e g a tiv e  aspec t. In s te a d  of c o n tin u in g  
to s u rm o u n t  obstacles b y  d ire c t conflict 
w ith  th e m , one m a y  a ssu m e, as a re su lt  
of h is  i llu m in a tio n , w h a t  w e  w ill te rm  
h e re  a  n eg a tiv e  a ttitu d e .  O ne  m a y  com e 
to  re a liz e  th e  w o rth lessn ess  of som e­
th in g  u p o n  w h ic h , p rev iou s to  th e  m y s ­

tic a l ex p e rien ce , h e  w as  c o n c e n tra tin g  
a ll h is  p o w ers  w ith  fu t il i ty . T h e re fo re , 
th e  m y s tic a lly  e n lig h te n e d  one can , a n d  
f re q u e n tly  does, in  th e  p ra c tic a l  a p ­
p lic a tio n  of h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g , re o r ie n t 
h im se lf ; h e  th e n  fo llow s a  n e w  cou rse  
in  life . St. A u g u s tin e  gives ex p ressio n  
to  th is  n e g a tiv e  m y stic ism : “ G od is best 
ad o red  in  s ilen ce ; best k n o w n  b y  n e s ­
c ien ce ; b est d escrib ed  b y  n e g a tiv e s .”

R e a c h i n g  th e  G o d h e a d
T o  re la te  th e  m y s tic a l  d o c tr in es  of 

a  few  re n o w n e d  m y stic s  w ill  f u r th e r  
d is tin g u ish  th e  n a tu r e  of m y s tic ism  
fro m  m e ta p h y s ic s , w h ic h  is th e  ob jec­
tiv e  of th is  d iscourse . P e rh a p s  th e  
te a c h in g s  th a t  le ft  th e  g re a te s t in flu en ce  
u p o n  la te r  m y s tic a l  d o c trin es  w e re  those  
of D io n y siu s , th e  A reo p ag ite . H o w ev er, 
h is  w o rk s a re  sy n c re tic , b o rro w ed  fro m  
e a r l ie r  te a c h in g s  of th e  E ast. O ne of 
th e  in flu en ces of h is  te a c h in g s  w as th e  
re s u lt  o f th e  m is ta k e n  idea  th a t  D io n y ­
sius w as  th e  one w h o  co n v e rted  P a u l  
to  C h ris tia n ity . A n  e a r l ie r  re lig io u s 
sect, d u r in g  a co u n c il session a t  C on­
s ta n tin o p le  a b o u t 533 A .D ., to  su b s ta n ­
t ia te  som e of its  o w n  cla im s, q u o ted  
th e  te a c h in g s  of one  D io n y s iu s  w ho , 
th e y  asse rted , w as th e  B ishop of A th e n s  
a n d  h a d  w o n  P a u l  to  th e  cau se  of 
C h ris tia n ity . T h e  t i t le  of A reo p ag ite  
w as d e riv ed  fro m  th e  su pp o sitio n  th a t  
th is  D io n y siu s  h a d  p re a c h e d  to  P a u l on  
th e  s ite  of th e  A reo p ag u s, a n  a n c ie n t 
G reek  c o u r t  o n  a  h il l  a d jo in in g  A th e n s . 
T h is  im p ress iv e  p ro p a g a n d a  a b o u t D i­
o n y siu s  u n d o u b te d ly  caused  h is  w orks 
to  be d il ig e n tly  s tu d ied . T h e y  w e re  
e n lig h te n in g  a n d  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  
teach in g s  of m a n y  la te r  sects.

M o d e m  re se a rc h  h as  sh o w n  th a t  
th e se  te a c h in g s  a c tu a l ly  w e re  w r i t te n  
a f te r  th e  tim e  of P a u l. T h e y  re fe r , fo r 
ex am p le , to  C lem en t, th e  p h ilo so p h e r, 
p re su m a b ly  C le m e n t of A le x a n d r ia ;  
th is  co u ld  h a v e  b een  as la te  as 233  A .D ., 
lon g  a f te r  P a u l ’s e ra . F u r th e r ,  D io n y ­
sius re fe rs  to  h is  m y s tic  m a s te r  a n d  
g u id e  as “ H ie ro th e u s .”  T h is  n a m e  m a y  
be a c lu e  to  th e  re a l  a u th o rsh ip  of th e  
w orks. I t  is  k n o w n  th a t  H ie ro th e u s  w as 
th e  a ssu m ed  n a m e  of a  fam o us  E a s te rn  
m y s tic , S te p h a n  B a r S u d a ili, w h o  w as 
a scribe  a n d  m o n k  of th e  f if th  c e n tu ry . 
C o n seq u en tly , i t  is a ssu m ed  th a t  th e  
w ritin g s  p re se n te d  b y  D io n y siu s  saw



T he
Rosicrucian
D igest
N ovem ber
1 9 5 5

l ig h t so m etim e  b e tw e e n  475 a n d  525 
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D io n y s iu s  co n te n d s  th a t  th e  g o dhead  
is a  u n ity .  I t  is o n e  “ b ey o n d  a l l  d iffe r­
en ce  in  q u a li ty .”  H e  a lso  affirm s th a t  
th is  g o dhead  tra n sc e n d s  a ll  cau ses; i t  is 
su p re m e  u n to  itse lf. I n  fa c t , D io n y s iu s  
re fe rs  to  i t  as  “ th e  a ll-su p e r  d e i ty .” 
T h is  d e ity  is in sc ru ta b le ;  i t  c a n n o t be 
k n o w n  b u t  i t  c a n  be reac h e d . T h e  sig ­
n if ic a n c e  h e re  is th a t  G od lies o u ts id e  
in te l le c tu a l  b o un d s b u t  w i th in  th e  c a te ­
g o ry  of o u r  d eep e r consciousness. D i­
o n y s iu s  o u tlin es , a t  som e le n g th , th e  
a ff ir m a t iv e  a n d  n e g a tiv e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  
th e  g o dh ead  c a n  be re a c h e d . H e  de­
scribes th e  a ff irm a tiv e  w a y  as  th e  
g a th e r in g  u p  of th e  re v e la tio n s  a n d  
m a n ife s ta tio n s  of G od, “ as G od u n v e ils  
h im se lf .” W e  c o n s tru e  th is  to  m e a n  to  
p e rce iv e  th e  w o rk in g s  o f n a tu re ,  th e  
p h e n o m e n a  o f th e  w o rld , as o u tw a rd  
rev e la tio n s  of G od. T h e  s tu d y  o f th e m , 
h o w ev e r, is a c irc u ito u s  a p p ro a c h  to 
th e  godhead . T h e se  m a n ife s ta tio n s  of 
th e  p o w e r o f G od, a cc o rd in g  to  D io n y ­
sius, a re  a  p ro g ressio n  d o w n w a rd  
th ro u g h  a  n in e fo ld  ra n k  of an g e lic  be­
ings. T h e se  a n g e lic  o r ce les tia l beings 
a re  g ro u p e d  in to  th re e  tr ia d s , th e  f irs t 
t r ia d  co n sis tin g  o f th e  S e ra p h im , C h e r­
u b im , a n d  T h ro n e s ; th e  second , D o m i­
n a tio n s , V ir tu e s , a n d  P o w ers ; th e  th ird ,  
P r in c ip a litie s , A rc h a n g e ls , a n d  A ngels . 
T h e se  n am e s  a re  sym bo lic  of d iv in e  in ­
te llig en ces th a t  re v e a l in  th e  d escen d in g  
p ro g ressio n  a ll  of th e  fo rm s a n d  e x p re s ­
sions of th e  godhead .

T h e  w a y  u p  to  th e  go dh ead  th ro u g h  
th is  d iv in e  re v e la tio n  is k n o w n  as th e  
C elestia l L a d d er . I t  is  th e  n e g a tiv e  w a y  
a n d  i t  is th e  on e  w h ic h  D io n y s iu s  a p ­
p roves as th e  m o st e ffec tive  ap p ro a c h  
to  G od. H e  te rm s  i t  n eg a tiv e , because  
th e  soul in  a sc e n t m u s t  n eg a te , th a t  is, 
p u t  aside , a ll th e  sen su a l aspects  of life  
w h ic h  m a y  h in d e r  its  p rog ress. T h e  
affirm ativ e  w a y  is m e re ly  th e  s tu d y , 
h e  te lls  u s , of d o gm atic  t ru th s  as la id  
d o w n  b y  re lig io n , in  w h ic h  m a n  is su p ­
posed  to  h a v e  fa i th  a n d  w h ic h , i t  is o n ly  
p re su m e d , w ill  lead  h im  to  th e  godhead . 
T h e  n e g a tiv e  w a y , h o w ev er, is th e  one 
of in t im a te  ex p e rie n c e  w ith  G od th ro u g h  
m e d ita tio n . T h is  is su p e rio r  b ecau se  
m a n  “ dw ells  in  th e  su p e r- lu m in o u s  
g loom  of s ilen ce .” U ltim a te  success is 
h a d  w h e n  m a n  a t ta in s  a  u n io n  above 
th o u g h t. I t  is th e re , D io n y s iu s  te lls  us,

th a t  “ a l l  k n ow led g e  p re -ex is ts .” I n  o th ­
e r  w ords, w e  a re  one w ith  d iv in e  re a l i­
ty , th e  fo u n d a tio n  f ro m  w h ic h  flow th e  
e le m e n ts  of a ll  e lse th a t  m a n  com es to 
know .

W e  also  se lec t th e  d o c trin es  of 
M e is te r  E c k h a r t, as ty p ify in g  p u re  
m y s tic ism . H e  w as b o m  Jo h a n n e s  
E c k h a r t  in  th e  y e a r  1 2 6 0 (? ) in  G e r­
m a n y . H is  e a r ly  e d u c a tio n  w as in  a 
co n v en t. S u b se q u e n tly , h e  w as in ­
fluenced  b y  th e  s tu d y  of th e  say in g s of 
A lb e r t  th e  G re a t  a n d  th e  w ritin g s  of 
T h o m a s  A q u in a s . E c k h a rt , a p ro fo u n d  
th in k e r , affirm s th a t  w h a t  m a n  o rd i­
n a r i ly  conceives as G od is b u t  th e  
d iv in e  n a tu r e  m a n ife s tin g . B eyo n d  th is  
re v e la tio n  is th e  g o dh ead , th e  d eep er 
d iv in e  self, th e  im m a n e n t  cause. T h is  
d iv in e  essence, th e  re a l  godhead , c a n ­
n o t be re v e a le d  in  its  t ru e  sta te . I t  
w o u ld  be  in c o m p re h e n s ib le  to  m a n . I t  
is a b s u rd  fo r  m a n  to  s in g le  o u t a n y  
s ta te  o r c o n d itio n  a n d  to  sa y  th a t  th a t  
is G od. E c k h a r t  dec lares: “ A ll th in g s  
a re  on e  th in g . A ll th a t  is in  th e  god­
h e a d  is one. T h e re fo re , w e  c a n  say  no  
th in g  (n o th in g  b y  itse lf)  is G od. H e  
is above  a ll  n a m e s , above a ll n a tu r e .”

E c k h a r t  s tro n g ly  com es o u t ag a in s t 
a n  a n th ro p o m o rp h ic  co n cep tio n  of G od, 
w h ic h  w as a  co u rag eo u s p o sition  to  tak e  
in  h is  tim e . H e  d ec lares  th a t  G od h as  
n o  th in k a b le  c h a ra c te r . “ I f  I  s a y  G od 
is good, i t  is n o t  t ru e ;  fo r w h a t  is good 
c a n  g ro w  b e tte r ;  w h a t  c a n  g ro w  b e tte r , 
c a n  g ro w  best. N o w , th e se  th re e  th in g s  
(good, b e tte r , a n d  b es t) a re  f a r  fro m  
G od fo r  h e  is above a l l .” O ne  m u s t  n o t 
lose s ig h t of th e  fa c t th a t ,  to  E c k h a rt, 
G od is a n  e x p e rien ce  b u t  H e  is n o t 
k n ow ab le . T h is , of course , seem s a n  in ­
co n g ru ity , u n le ss  on e  m e d ita te s  u p o n  
it. G od becom es a n  ob jec t of conscious­
ness to  H im se lf  a n d  th u s  is rev ea led  to  
H im se lf . T h is  c a n  m e a n  th a t  th e  m in d  
o r consciousness of G od, i f  y o u  w ill, ex ­
ten d s  itse lf  in to  m a tte r , f in a lly  th e re  a t ­
ta in in g  th e  m o r ta l  consciousness. W h e n  
m a n , th e n , conceives G od a n d  e x p e ri­
ences H im , th e  d e ity  h as , b y  th a t  fac t, 
a t ta in e d  self-consc iousness, h a s  com e to  
re a liz e  H im se lf . T h is  th o u g h t is n o t 
o r ig in a l w i th  E c k h a rt. S ev e ra l e a r lie r  
fa m e d  Sufi m y s tic s  (M o h a m m e d a n ) 
h a d  ex p ressed  a s im ila r  idea , in  w h ic h  
G od a t ta in e d  self-consciousness.

M e is te r  E c k h a r t  re la te s  th a t  th is  
te m p o ra l w o rld  is b u t  a  sh ad ow  of th e



w o rld  of ideas— th is  is p e rh a p s  a  P la ­
ton ic  in f lu en ce  u p o n  h im . T h e  p h e ­
n o m e n a l w o rld  is b u t  a  d is to rted  
re p re se n ta tio n  of th e  p u re  th o u g h t  of 
G od. “ I n  th e  godhead , th e re  is n o  n u m ­
b e r fo r  h e  is on e , b u t  in  t im e  a n d  space 
th e re  a re  d iv isions— p a rts . I f  m y  face  
w e re  e te rn a l, a n d  I  h e ld  i t  b e fo re  a 
t im e  m irro r , i t  w o u ld  be  rece iv ed  in  
tim e , y e t  i t  w o u ld  be e te rn a l .”  W h e n , 
in  o th e r  w ords, one g lances in to  a  m i r ­
ro r , w h a t  h e  sees re flected  th e re  m a y  
seem  fixed  in  t im e ; i t  is  of th e  now . 
I t  is lik ew ise  lim ited  in  sp ace  to  th e  
p o sitio n  th a t  i t  is seen  in  th e  m ir ro r . 
A c tu a lly , h ow ever, th e  ob jec t m a y  h a v e  
ex isted  fo r a n  e te rn i ty  b e fo re  i t  w as 
seen  in  th e  m ir ro r  a n d  m a y  c o n tin u e  
in d e f in ite ly  a f te r  i t  is so seen . So, too, 
i t  is w ith  G od. H e  is a ll  th e  th in g s  of 
th e  w o rld  as seen  in  th e  l im ita tio n s  of 
t im e  a n d  space. “ G od w ith  h is  n a tu re , 
h is  essence, h is  godhead , is in  th e  soul 
a n d  y e t  h e  is n o t th e  soul (h e  is in f in i te ­
ly  m o re ) . T h e  soul sends b ack  a  d iv in e  
reflection  to  G od so th a t  th e y  b o th  a re  
th e  sam e lig h t. T h e  w o rd  o r exp ressio n  
o f G od becom es G o d .”

I n  a  m o st a d m ira b le  w a y , E c k h a r t  
s tr ik es  back  a t  tho se  to  w h o m  G od is 
b u t a p ra c tic a l  a d v a n ta g e . H e  d erid es  
tho se  w h o  look u p o n  G od as b u t  a 
b u lw a rk  a g a in s t  fe a r , d isease , a n d  d e a th  
— tho se  w h o  see in  H im  n o  o th e r  en d  
w h e n  life  is c o m fo rtab le  a n d  secure . 
H e  says su cc inc tly : “ Som e peo p le  a re  
fo r  see ing  G od w ith  th e ir  eyes, as th e y  
c a n  see a cow  (w h ic h  th o u  lovest fo r 
th e  m ilk , a n d  fo r th e  cheese, a n d  fo r 
th in e  o w n  p ro f i t) .  T h u s  do a ll those  
w h o  love G od fo r th e  sak e  of o u tw a rd  
rich es  o r  in w a rd  co m fo rt; th e y  do n o t 
love a r ig h t, b u t  seek o n ly  th em se lv es  
a n d  th e ir  o w n  a d v a n ta g e .”

T h e  F le m ish  m y s tic , Ja n  va n  R u y s -  
broeck, w as b o m  in  1293, in  a  l i t t le  
v illag e  o f h is  o w n  n a m e . H e  so a r ­
ra n g e d  h is  d o c tr in es  as to  o u tlin e  p ro ­
g ressive s teps b y  w h ic h  th e  m y s tic a l 
u n io n  w ith  th e  A b so lu te  is to  be  a t ­
ta in e d . H is  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  w as l im ­
ite d  b u t h is  n a t iv e  in te llig e n c e  w as o f 
th e  h ig h e s t o rd e r. In  fac t, h is  concep ts 
a re  a t  tim es  so su b tle  th a t  th e y  a re  
d ifficult fo r  m a n y  to  co m p re h e n d . H e  
h a d  s tu d ied  L a tin  su ffic ien tly  to  becom e 
a  p rie s t. A t th e  ag e  of s ix ty , h e  re tire d  
w ith  sev era l co m p an io n s to  a  fo re s t to  
m e d ita te . I t  is re la te d  th a t  sev e ra l

m o n k s ca lled  u p o n  h im  th e re  to  d e te r­
m in e  h o w  th e y  m ig h t  becom e sacro ­
sa n c t in  th e ir  th in k in g  a n d  liv in g . H e  
rep lie d : “ Y ou  a re  as h o ly  as y o u  desire  
to  b e .” T h is  a n sw e r  seem in g  to  i r r i ta te  
th e  m o n k s, h e  fu r th e r  e lu c id a ted : “ I  
sa id  th a t  y o u r  h o lin ess  w as th a t  w h ic h  
y o u  d esired  i t  to  b e ; in  o th e r  w ords, 
i t  is in  p ro p o r tio n  to  y o u r  good w ill. 
E n te r  in to  y o u rse lf , e x a m in e  y o u r  good 
w ill, a n d  y o u  h a v e  th e  m e a su re  of y o u r  
s ta te .”  H e  w as  te llin g  th e m  th a t  th e re  
is r e a l ly  n o  fixed  s ta n d a rd  of goodness 
b y  w h ic h  m e n  c a n  a ll  be  ju d g ed  alike . 
I t  is th e  m o tive , th e  effo rt, a n a  th e  s in ­
c e r i ty  to  a t ta in  m o ra li ty  w h ic h  d e te r­
m in e s  w h e th e r  on e  is t r u ly  ho ly . E ach  
of u s  is th e  b est ju d g e  as to  w h e th e r  
o u r  co n d u c t in  th a t  d ire c tio n  re p re se n ts  
o u r  su p e rio r  effort.

R u y sb ro eck , in  m a k in g  a  co n cep t of 
G od a n  in d iv id u a l th in g , co n cu rs  w ith  
th e  m o d e m  R o s ic ru c ian  d o c tr in e  o n  th e  
su b jec t. O f th is  h e  says: “ T h e  soul 
finds G od in  its  o w n  d ep th s . G od suffices 
fo r  a ll, a n d  e v e ry  sp ir it , a cc o rd in g  to  
th e  m e a su re  of its  love, h a s  a  m a n n e r  
m o re  or  less p ro fo u n d  o f seek in g  God 
in  its  o w n  d e p th s .”  T h is  p a ra lle ls  th e  
R o sic ru c ian  p re c e p t of “ G od of o u r  
h e a r ts .”  E ach  w h o  h as  a  love  of th e  
d iv in e , th a t  is, consciousness o f th e  
C osm ic, exp resses i t  in  acc o rd an ce  w ith  
th e  u n fo ld rn e n t of h is  o w n  s p ir i tu a l  
consciousness. T h is , th e n , is a  p e rso n a l 
m e a su re  of G od. I t  is t ru e ,  as R u y s­
b ro eck  says, th a t  “ th e  sou l finds G od 
in  its  o w n  d e p th s .”  A s D io n y s iu s  r e ­
fe r re d  to  a  ce les tia l la d d e r, so R u y s­
b roeck  u ses th e  a n a lo g y  of a  sp ir i tu a l 
la d d e r  b y  w h ic h  m a n ’s consciousness 
ascends to  th e  A bso lu te . T h is  ascension  
is acco m p lish ed  in  th re e  stages. T h e  
f irs t  is w h a t  h e  re fe rs  to  as th e  a c tiv e  
l ife . T h is  a llu d es  to  tho se  o u tw a rd  acts  
w h ic h  s ig n ify  o u r  in te n t io n  to w a rd  ac ­
q u ir in g  a  h ig h e r  s ta te  of sp ir i tu a l  con ­
sciousness. I t  is m a rk e d  b y  ab s tin en ce  
f ro m  sen su a l ap p ea ls , r e s t r a in t  of o u r  
a p p e tite s , a n d  a  g ra d u a l se lf-d en ia l. 
T h is  ac tiv e  life  is m a n ife s t  b y  positive  
acts  as v ir tu o u s  deeds.

T h e  second  s tage  R u y sb ro eck  desig ­
n a te s  th e  in w a rd  life . D eeds a re  no  
lo n g e r  n e c e ssa ry  to  in d ic a te  o n e ’s m o ra l 
o r s p ir i tu a l  in te n tio n . T h e re  is n o  
lo n g e r a  n e e d  of p it t in g  w ill  a g a in s t 
h a b it  a n d  fo rm e r  w a y s  of life . R a th e r , 
th e  p u rp o se  n o w  becom es in h e re n t. I t
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is  a  s p ir i tu a l  co m p u ls io n  th a t  n eed s  n o  
th o u g h t  a n d  p la n n e d  ac tio n  to  re p re ­
se n t it. O ne fo llo w s th e  m o ra l  course , 
n o t b y  cho ice  b u t  b ecau se  n o  lo n g e r 
does a n y  o th e r  w a y  o f life  o ffer te m p ­
ta tio n . O f th is  c o m p u ls io n  R u y sb ro eck  
says: “T h e  p u re  soul feels  a  c o n s ta n t 
f ire  of love, w h ic h  d esires, above  a ll 
th in g s , to  b e  o n e  w ith  G od—

T h e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i fe  is to  R u y s ­
b roeck  th e  th i r d  s ta g e  in  th e  a sc e n t of 
th e  sp ir i tu a l  lad d e r. T h is  s ta g e  is n o t 
so m u c h  a  p ro c e d u re  b y  w h ic h  re su lts  
a re  to  be a t ta in e d  b u t  consists  o f th e  
re su lts  them selv es . I t  is, in  fa c t, th e  
ec s ta sy  a n d  il lu m in a tio n  th a t  fo llow  as 
a  co n seq uence  o f th e  p re v io u s  tw o  
stages. I l lu m in a tio n  re su lts , th e n , in  a 
m o m e n ta ry  u n io n  w ith  G od, w h ic h  to  
th e  m y s tic  is th e  e n d  o f h is  s p ir i tu a l 
en d eav o rs . H e  sta tes : “ T h o se  w h o  h av e  
ra is e d  th e m se lv es  in to  th e  ab so lu te  
p u r i ty  of th e ir  sp ir i t  b y  love  s ta n d  in  
G od’s p re se n c e  w ith  o p en  a n d  u n v e ile d  
faces, ( a n d  th e n )  b y  th e  l ig h t  a n d  
sp le n d o r w h ic h  ra d ia te  f ro m  G od th e y  
b eh o ld  th e  v e ry  su b s ta n c e  of G od above 
re a so n  a n d  b e y o n d  d is tin c tio n .”  I n  
o th e r  w o rd s, th is  f in a l s tage  is n o  lo n g e r 
one  of m e th o d o lo g y  o r id e a lism . I t  is 
th e  re a l iz a t io n  of th e  e n d  sough t. O ne 
ex p erien ces  th e  C osm ic in t im a te ly .  T h is  
ex p e rie n c e  tra n sc e n d s  d esc rip tio n . I t  is 
n o t one  of th o u g h t  b u t  of a  k in d  of 
fe e lin g  ca p a b le  o n ly  o f th e  h ig h e s t s ta te  
o f self.

I n  P a r t  O ne  o f th is  d iscou rse , w e  e n ­
d eav o red  to  show  th a t  t ru e  m e ta p h y s ic s , 
th e  n a tu r e  of b e in g  a n d  th o u g h t, h a s  a  
d e fin ite  p la ce  in  th e  a b s tra c tio n  of 
m o d e m  th o u g h t  I t  h a s  a t  le a s t  e n ­
g aged— a n d  g u id ed  to  n o  l i t t le  d eg ree—  
th e  th in k in g  o f fo rem o st sc ien tis ts  of 
tod a y . I t  c a n  c o n tin u e  to  do so fo r 
m e ta p h y s ic s  s tr iv es  fo r  a co n cep tio n  of 
th e  u n iv e rse  as a  w ho le . F ro m  a  p ra c ­
t ic a l  p o in t o f v iew , i t  causes th e  co n ­

s tru c tio n  o f ra t io n a l  m odels  of th e  
u n iv e rse  w h ic h  c h a lle n g e  sc ien tific  r e ­
se a rc h  to d isp rove  o r  s u b s ta n tia te  th e m . 
I n  a sen se  w e  m a y  say  th a t  m e ta ­
p h y s ic s  is a k in d  of im a g in a tiv e  im p u lse  
w h ic h  s tim u la te s  th e  o b jec tiv ity  of sci­
ence. I ts  u se fu ln ess , th e re fo re , h a s  been  
d e fen d ed  b y  p ro m in e n t  th in k e rs  of o u r 
tim e .

W h a t  of m y s tic ism , th e  te n e ts  of 
w h ic h  w e  h a v e  ju s t  co n sid e red  in  a 
b r ie f  m a n n e r?  H a s  i t  a  p lace  in  o u r  
tim es?  I t  h a s  b een  sa id  th a t  life  is n o t 
a ll  th o u g h t;  i t  is  also  fe e lin g . T h is  fee l­
in g  is a  se n tien ce  th a t  is n o t  lim ited  
to  b o d ily  re q u ire m e n ts . I t  is fo u n d  in  
o u r  se n tim e n ts , in  tho se  e m o tio n a l as­
pec ts  of o u r  b e in g  th a t  w e  o rd in a r ily  
re g a rd  as m o ra l re c titu d e . A  v o lu n ta ry  
m o ra li ty  th a t  m e a n s  good co n d uc t, h a r ­
m o n y  in  so c ie ty  a n d  r e s t r a in t  of a n im a l 
ag g ressio n , is n o t to  be d e riv ed  fro m  
ju s t  th e  co ld  w o rd s o f som e code. T h ose  
w h o  a re  c irc u m sp e c t a n d  w h o  a p p a re n t­
ly  liv e  m o ra l lives do  so because o f tw o  
reaso n s: e i th e r  b ecau se  of th e  com ­
p u ls io n  of p u b lic  op in io n  a n d  en fo rced  
la w  o r b ecau se  of th e  co n v ic tio n  of self 
th a t  i t  is r ig h t  to  do so. I n  th e  la t te r  
in s ta n c e , i t  is se l f  th a t  m u s t be th e  
gu ide . I t  is th e  in n a te  co m p u ls io n  to 
de fin e  r ig h t , to  do w h a t  is r ig h t, ev en  
if  th a t  good, in  its  in te rp re ta t io n , is 
c h a n g e d  fro m  c e n tu ry  to  c e n tu ry . I t  is 
m y s tic ism  th a t  b rin g s  a b o u t th is  i l lu ­
m in a tio n  o f self, th is  in n e r  g u id an ce . I t  
accom plishes  th is  b y  c a u s in g  th e  co n ­
sciousness to  re a c h  o u t b ey o n d  th e  l im ­
ite d  m o r ta l  se lf to  a  su b tle  a n d  ecsta tic  
aw a re n e ss  of th e  g re a te r  re a l i ty  of th e  
w h o le  of w h ic h  m a n  is a p a r t .  C an  
m y s tic ism , w h ic h  asp ires  to  su ch  a  goal, 
ev e r be  d en ie d  b y  a n y  ag e  th a t  is to  
su s ta in  m o ra l o rd e r?  Is th e re  a n y th in g  
th a t  c o n tr ib u te s  m o re  to  th e  fu lln ess  of 
life  th a n  su ch  a n  id e a l a n d  p rac tice?

—  E n d  —

V A V

O u r food is c re a tiv e , i t  b u ild s  o u r  bo dy ; b u t  n o t so w in e , w h ic h  s tim u la tes . 
Rosicruc'tan socia l id e a ls  c re a te  th e  h u m a n  w o rld , b u t  w h e n  o u r  m in d  is d iv e r te d  fro m  
Digest th e m  to  g reed  of p o w e r th e n  in  th a t  s ta te  of in to x ic a tio n  w e  live  in  a w o rld  of
N ovem ber  a b n o rm a li ty  w h e re  o u r  s tre n g th  is n o t h e a lth  a n d  o u r  l ib e r ty  is  n o t  freed om . 
1 9 5 5  — Sir Rabindranath Tagore, H in d u  p h ilo so p h er



^Uimz o f cJ-faxut
By  A a r o n  G. C o h e n ,  F. R. C .

Wh e n  h u m i l i t y  o r  
g r a t i t u d e  touches 
m a n ’s h e a r t ,  h e  becom es 
p le a s in g  to  b o th  G od a n d  

m a n k in d .
S O M E  a re  sad d en ed  

b y  th e  clo sing  in  of a u ­
tu m n , b u t  w e  n e e d  n o t 
be, if  w e  acc ep t th e  in ­
sp ir in g  l e s s o n s  o f  t h e  
p ro v id in g  love of G od, 
b ecause  th e  h a rv e s t  p iles 
a re  h ig h  a lo n g  th e  ro a d ­
side, developed  b y  th e  
w o rk ers  in  th e  fields. W e  
c a n  h a rd ly  th in k  o f th is  
w ith o u t  p a u s in g  to  dw ell 
on  th e  b o u n ty  of n a tu re .
F ro m  th e  seeds, o n e  reap s  
a b u n d a n t  d iv id en d s. O ne g ra in  of w h e a t 
p ro d uces s ta lk s  w ith  h u n d re d s  of g ra in s ; 
a  k e rn e l o f c o rn  b rin g s  fo r th  a  m u lt i ­
tu d e  lik e  th e  o rig in a l o n e  to  n o u r ish  
b o th  m e n  a n d  c a tt le ;  a p u m p k in  seed 
p ro d uces a  h u g e  p u m p k in ;  o n e  a p p le  
seed p ro d uces a  t re e  w h ic h  b e a rs  h a r ­
vest a f te r  h a rv e s t  of delic ious re d  a p ­
ples. H o w  th e n  do w e  q u e s tio n  th e  
p ro v is io ns o f o u r  H e a v e n ly  F a th e r  
w h e n  w e w itn ess  a ll  th is?

W H A T E V E R  good w e  a r e  in sp ire d  
to  accom p lish  h a s  w ith in  i t  th e  id e a  of 
th e  seed  of its  acc o m p lish m e n t; b u t  
m a n  re m a in s  u n g ra te fu l, a n d  th e  w ords 
o f J e re m ia h  8 :2 0  r in g  ou t, “ T h e  h a rv e s t 
is p a s t, th e  s u m m e r is en d ed , a n d  w e 
a re  n o t  sav ed .” Y e t c re a tio n  co n tin u es  
to  bless u s , so le t  u s  t r u ly  a p p re c ia te

o u r  su p p ly , fo r  th e  la w  
is “ G ive a n d  i t  sh a ll be 
g iv e n  u n to  y o u .”  B riefly  
exp ressed , th a t  to  w h ic h  
w e g ive o u r  lov in g  a t ­
te n tio n  w i l l  p r o d u c e  
a b u n d a n tly ,  t h i s  i s  t h e
L A W  O F  T H E  H A R V E S T ,
fo r  m a n  is a p a r tn e r  w ith  
G od, c re a te d  to  be th e  
c o - w o r k e r .  W e  m u s t 
“ p a y  th e  r e n t  fo r  th e  
space  w e  o c cu p y .” W h y  
g a rb  o u rse lv es  in  th e  robe  
o f  p o l i t e n e s s  s a y i n g ,  
“ t h a n k  y o u ”  to  t h e  
tra d e sm a n , th e  p o s tm a n , 
o r  th e  bus d r iv e r  m e re ly  
b ecau se  i t  is th e  cu s to m  

to  be  po lite?  F re q u e n tly , w e  g ive  to  th e  
p o o r ju s t  to  s a tis fy  se lf . . . fo rg e tfu l of 
th e  fa c t th a t  “ n o t W H A T  w e  g ive  o u t 
b u t  w h a t  w e  t r u ly  sh a re ” is im p o rta n t.

I t  is f i t t in g  to  m a g n ify  th e  L o rd  fo r 
a ll  th e  good th a t  com es to  us! I n  su f­
fe r in g , w h e n  p ro p e r ly  m e d ita te d  u p o n , 
th e re  a re  m a n y  b lessings a n d  v a lu a b le  
lessons, e v e n  in  th e  loss of a  d e a r  one. 
W h e n  r ig h t ly  accep ted , w e rece iv e  a 
b lessin g  as w e  t u r n  in  o u r  m o u rn in g  to  
a id  o th e rs ; a n d , in s te a d  of b itte rn e ss , w e  
a c q u ire  com passion , h u m ili ty , a n d  love.

M a y  w e  a ll  tra v e l  fo rw a rd  b y  m a k ­
in g  eac h  d a y  a  d a y  of g ra titu d e  in s te a d  
of re g re t, e n v y , o r  se lf-p ity ; as w e  do 
th is , th e re  w ill flow  th ro u g h  o u r  cells 
a n  e ffu lg en ce  of C osm ic fo rce  to  b e tte r  
o u r  h e a l th  a n d  e n r ic h  o u r  days.

V A V

I n  th e ir  re la tio n s  w ith in  th e  s ta te , m e n  sh ou ld  be h o n e st, n o t a lo n e  b ecau se  of 
m o ra l ed ic t b u t  because  i f  th e y  a re  n o t th e y  s tr ik e  a t  th e  ex isten ce  o f socie ty  
u p o n  w h ic h  th e y  d ep en d  fo r g re a te r  p e rso n a l exp ression .

— V a l i d i v a r
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o c^f-nima[±
B y  L y m a n  B . J a c k e s

oncern ing w h e th ­
e r  o r n o t a n im a ls  

th in k , I  re a liz e  th a t  
th e re  m u s t  be a v e ry  
s h a rp  d iv is ion  b e tw een  
in s t in c t  a n d  th e  d e ­
v e lo p m e n t of th a t  a p ­
t i t u d e  i n t o  a c t u a l  
th o u g h t. In s tin c t  is a 
m o re  o r  less com plex , 
s t e r e o t y p e d  re a c tio n  
w h ic h , u n d e r  v a rio u s  
s t i m u l i ,  accom plishes 
a d e fin ite  en d , b u t  is 
p e rfo rm e d  w ith o u t d e ­
p en d en ce  u p o n  reaso n  
o r  in te llig en ce . H ats 
a n d  m ic e  c a n  b e  
tra in e d  to  p u sh  a g a in s t 
m in ia tu re  t r a p  doors 
a n d  to  p ress  a g a in s t  '  ^  
sm a ll lev ers  in  o rd e r  
to  re a c h  a  su p p ly  of food, b u t  v a ry  th e  
ro u tin e  of th e  p ro c e d u re  e v e r  so s lig h tly  
a n d  th e  r a t  o r  th e  m o u se  stops in  its  
track s . I f  th e  p e rfo rm in g  a n im a l r e a l­
ized  th a t  th e  ro u tin e  h a d  b een  a lte re d  
a n d  th a t  i t  n o w  m u s t  h o ld  o n e  lev e r 
ov er w ith  its  ta i l  tw in e d  a ro u n d  i t  w h ile  
i t  p u sh es  a g a in s t  th e  o th e r  lev e r, in  
o rd e r  to  o pen  th e  t r a p  door, th a t  m ig h t 
be co n s tru ed  as a su d d en  d ev e lo p m en t 
o f in s t in c t  in to  reaso n .

T h e  ex am p les  th a t  I  w ish  to  h e re  
p re s e n t go f a r  b ey o n d  ra ts  a n d  m ice  
a n d  m a n -m a d e  e x p e r im e n ta l a p p a ra tu s . 
I  w o u ld  lik e  to  d ire c t  y o u r  a tte n tio n  to  
a g re a t  t r a c t  of w ild  la n d  in  th e  P ro v ­
in c e  of O n ta rio , in  th e  D o m in io n  of 
C a n a d a . M a n y  y e a rs  ago th e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t  of th e  p ro v in c e  se t as ide  sev era l 
th o u sa n d  acre s  o f n a tiv e  tim b e r la n d , 
lakes, a n d  s tre a m s  a n d  gave  th e  a re a  
th e  n a m e  of A lg o n q u in  P ro v in c ia l P a rk . 
T h is  is to  be, fo r  a ll t im e  to  com e, a 
n a tu r a l  P a ra d is e  w ith in  e a sy  access to  
se ttled  c o m m u n itie s . I t  w as  decreed  
th a t  th e re  w o u ld  be n o  h u n t in g  o r 
lu m b e r in g  o p era tio n s . T h e  a r t  of th e  
a n g le r  cou ld  be tr ie d  u n d e r  co n tro lled

c o n d i t i o n s .  C am p ing  
sites h a v e  b een  set ou t 
fo r  th e  co n v en ien ce  of 
v is ito rs  a n d  a n u m b e r  
o f ra n g e rs  a re  engaged  
to  see th a t  th e  re g u la ­
tio n s a re  en fo rced . In  
th is  w o n d e rla n d  o f n a ­
tu r e  th e  w olf, deer, 
o tte r , b ea r, m in k , b e a ­
v er, a n d  o th e r  n a tiv e  
a n im a ls  a re  free  to  
liv e  a n d  e n jo y  life  
w ith o u t u n d u e  m o les­
ta tio n s. V i s i t o r s  a re  
n o t p e rm itte d  to  b r in g  
f ire a rm s  in to  th e  a rea . 
C a m era s  a n d  b in o cu ­
la rs  c a n  be tra in e d  u p ­
on  th e  w ild  life .

F o r  sev era l y e a rs  i t  
has  been  m y  p riv ileg e  

to  v is it  th is  g re a t  p a rk , b o th  in  w in te r  
a n d  su m m e r. I  k n o w  m a n y  of th e  
ra ng ers  a n d  I  h a v e  g o ne  w ith  th e m  on 
som e of th e ir  su p e rv is in g  exp lo its. T h e  
b o u n d a rie s  o f th e  p a rk  a re  v e ry  sh a rp ­
ly  defined . T h e  d e e r-h u n tin g  season in  
O n ta r io  opens in  th e  la te  a u tu m n . W h o  
to ld  th e  w ild  d e e r  of O n ta r io  th a t  th e y  
w e re  safe  fro m  th e  b u lle ts  of th e  h u n te r  
i f  th e y  w e re  on  o n e  side  o f a la n d m a rk  
a n d  th a t  th e y  w e re  n o t safe  if  th e y  
w e re  on  th e  o th e r  side of th a t  la n d ­
m a rk ?  E v e ry  N o v e m b e r th e  w ild  deer 
m ove in to  A lg o n q u in  P a rk  in  g re a tly  
in c re a se d  n u m b e rs . T h is  is n o t in s tin c t. 
B efo re th e  p a rk  w as m a p p e d  o u t th e  
d e e r  w e re  n o  sa fe r  in  th a t  a re a  th a n  
in  o th e r  sections. H o w  do  th e  w ild  
d e e r  know r th a t  th e  rifles of th e  N im ro d s  
c a n  h a rm  a n d  k ill  th e m  in  o n e  section  
of th e  fo re s t a n d  n o t in  a n o th e r?

T h e  fo rage  is ju s t  as lu s h  in  th e  d a n ­
g e r  a re a s  as i t  is  in  th e  p a rk . T h e  
b o u n d a ry  sh a fts  m e re ly  s ta te  th a t  th is  
is th e  edge of A lg o n q u in  P ro v in c ia l 
P a rk . T h e  signs do n o t s ta te  th a t  dee r 
a re  safe  h e re  d u r in g  th e  op en  season. 
T h e  n a tu r a l i s t  c a n n o t accuse  th e  d ee r



of h a v in g  le a rn e d  to  re a d  E n g lish . 
T h e re  is s tro n g  ev idence  of in te ll ig e n t 
tra n sm iss io n  of know ledge . B u t ev en  
th a t  cou ld  n o t be se t fo rth  as a n  o u t­
s ta n d in g  ex a m p le  of a n im a l  th in k in g .

N o w  as to  th e  b eav er, th is  w o n d e r­
fu l a n im a l p la y e d  a  v e ry  ac tiv e  p a r t  
in  th e  e a r ly  h is to ry  of th is  c o n tin e n t. 
T h is  ap p lies  m o re  to  C a n a d a  th a n  to 
th e  U n ite d  S ta tes. T h e  g re a t H u d ­
son ’s B a y  C o m p a n y  w as c h a r te re d  
b y  K in g  C h arles  I I ,  in  M a y  1670, fo r 
th e  p u rp o se  of tra ffick ing  in  b e a v e r  
pe lts . A  c e n tu ry  o r m o re  ago  th is  p o w ­
e rfu l  C o m p an y  issu ed  its  o w n  m o n ey . 
T h e  coins w e re  of b rass  a n d  th e y  d id  
n o t  b e a r  e i th e r  d ec im al o r  s te r lin g  
v a lues. T h e  v a lu e  of th e se  b ra ss  tok en s  
w as exp ressed  in  b e a v e r  sk ins. F o r  a l­
m o st 300 y e a rs  th e  b eav e r, b y  h is  w iles 
a n d  c u n n in g , h as  b een  ab le  to  h o ld  h is  
ow n  a g a in s t  th e  tra p p e r . A  re c e n t C a­
n a d ia n  g o v e rn m e n t re p o r t  suggests th a t  
th e re  a re  a t  p re se n t m o re  b e a v e r  in  
C a n a d a  th a n  in  1670. I f  th e  b e a v e r  
h a d  b u t  on e  o r tw o  n a r ro w  a n d  p re ­
scribed  m e th o d s  of o u tw ittin g  th e  t r a p ­
p er, th e  t r a p p e r  w o u ld  h a v e  sensed  
th e m  lon g  ago a n d  ta k e n  fu l l  a d v a n ta g e  
of th e m .

T h e  b e a v e r  ow es h is  ex is ten ce  to  
th e  fa c t th a t  h e  is a  w o n d e rfu l en g in ee r. 
I t  is t ru e  th a t  m o st b e a v e r  b u ild  th e ir  
d am s a n d  w in te r  lodges in  m u c h  th e  
sam e  w ay . H e re  th e ir  in s t in c t  n o  d o ub t 
p la y s  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t .  B u t th e  d am , 
p o nd , lodges, a n d  ru n w a y s  of th e  b e a ­
v e r  a r e  of m o re  co m p lica ted  c o n s tru c ­
tio n  th a n  th e  w o rk  o f a n y  o th e r  a n im a l. 
S u p p o sin g  a su d d en  e m e rg e n c y  arises, 
in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th is  co m p lica ted  
co n s tru c tio n . S up p o sin g  th a t  e m e rg e n ­
c y  is solved b y  th e  su d d en  ap p lic a tio n  
of som e n e w  fa c to r  th a t  a s ton ish es  th e  
h u m a n  observer. Is th a t  in s t in c t  o r is 
i t  th o u g h t?

B efore I  d escrib e  one o u ts ta n d in g  ex ­
am p le  th a t  cam e  to  m y  d ire c t o b se rv a­
tio n  som e y e a rs  ago I w ill en d e a v o r 
to  g ive  a w o rd  p ic tu re  o f h o w  th e  
av e ra g e  b e a v e r  goes to  w ork .

S k i l l e d  iM b o r
I n  th e  e a r ly  a u tu m n , if  a b eav e r 

co lon y  becom es a b it o v ercro w d ed , a 
few  p a irs , m a le  a n d  fem a le , w ill  leave 
th e  p a re n ta l  h o m e  an d  s ta r t  o u t on  
th e ir  ow n. T h e  m ig ra t in g  b e a v e r  w ill 
c o n d u c t th e ir  lives in  m u c h  th e  sam e

m a n n e r  as b eav e r h a v e  d o ne  since  m a n  
f irs t b ecam e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e se  
m a rv e lo u s  an im a ls . A  q u ie t  s tre a m  
flow ing  th ro u g h  a b it  of w o o d lan d , w ell 
stocked  w ith  b irc h  a n d  a sp en  trees , is 
a n  id e a l h o m esite . T h e  b e a v e r  d esire  
a p o n d — b u t  a  p o n d  of w h ic h  th e y  a re  
fu l ly  fa m il ia r  w ith  a ll  th e  deta ils . T o  
assu re  th a t  q u a lif ic a tio n , th e  b e av e r 
c re a te  th e ir  o w n  p o n d  b y  d a m m in g  th e  
s tream . T h ro u g h  co u n tless  g e n e ra tio n s  
th e  b e a v e r h a v e  le a rn e d  th a t  logs w ith  
sh a rp e n e d  p ro je c tin g  tw ig s w ill  a n c h o r 
th e m se lv es  to  th e  s tre a m  floor if  p laced  
in  p o sitio n  in  a p ro p e r  m a n n e r . T h e  
logs a re  p la ced  across th e  s tre a m  floor 
so th a t  th e  sh a rp e n e d  tw ig s  a re  a ll 
p o in te d  d o w n s tream . T h e  te n d e n c y  of 
th e  r u n n in g  w a te r  is to  d riv e  th e  tw igs 
in to  th e  m u d  floor a n d  a n c h o r  th e  
fo u n d a tio n . M u d  is th e n  p iled  on  th e  
tw ig s a n d  a second la y e r  of p re p a re d  
logs is p la ced  in  position . M o re  m u d  
a n d  m o re  sh a rp e n e d  tw ig s b u ild  th e  
d a m  h ig h e r  a n d  h ig h e r . I t  m a y  re a c h  
a fin ish ed  h e ig h t of a n y th in g  fro m  fo u r 
to  f if te e n  fee t, d e p e n d in g  u p o n  th e  size 
o f th e  p o nd  re q u ire d .

T h e  b e a v e r  is a s tr ic t  v e g e ta r ia n . H is  
m a in  food is th e  b a rk  of th e  a sp en  a n d  
b irch . T h e  b u sy  b eav e r, a f te r  th e  com ­
p le tio n  of th e  d a m  a n d  th e  re su ltin g  
p o nd , la y  in  a p le n tifu l  su p p ly  of su ch  
logs o n  th e  floor of th e  po nd . W h e n  
w in te r  se ttles u p o n  th e  la n d sc a p e  th e  
b e av e r w ill be  p riso n e rs  in  th e ir  o w n  
fo rtif ica tio n . T h e  n e x t  p iece  of con­
s tru c tio n  is a  co n ica l p ile  of m u d  w h ic h  
ex te n d s  a  fe w  in c h e s  above th e  pond  
w a te r  level. O n  th is  m o u n d  th e y  co n ­
s tru c t  a se m ic irc u la r  co v erin g  of in te r ­
w o v en  tw igs. W h e n  th e  f irs t fro s t a p ­
p ea rs  th e  b e a v e r  covers th e se  tw igs w ith  
w e t m u d  a n d  th e  m u d  freezes, r e in ­
fo rced  b y  th e  in te r tw in e d  tw ig s, in to  a 
so lid  w a ll. A  l it t le  v e n t  ho le  is le f t  in  
th e  v e ry  to p  of th e  s tru c tu re  a n d  a 
tu n n e l  is d u g  fro m  th e  m u d  floor to  
g ive ea sy  sw im m in g  access to  th e  po nd  
a n d  th e  s u p p ly  o f food o n  th e  pond  
floor.

D u r in g  th e  w in te r , w olves a n d  o th e r  
h u n g ry  C a rn iv o ra  w ill com e a n d  sm ell 
th e  b e a v e r  in  th e ir  cozy  hom e. T h e  
th ic k  w a ll  of fro z e n  m u d  baffles a ll e f­
fo rts  to  re a c h  th e  te m p tin g  m ea l. D u r ­
in g  th e  e a r ly  s p r in g  th e  y o u n g  a re  bo rn . 
M o re  m o u n d s  w ill e v e n tu a lly  be b u il t  
in  th e  p ond . W h e n  th e  co lon y  becom es
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overcro w d ed , th e  excess p o p u la tio n  w ill 
leav e  to  s ta r t  d a m  c o n s tru c tio n  a ll o ver 
ag a in .

I  a m  fu l ly  a w a re  th a t  th is  is in s tin c t. 
T h e  b e a v e r  d e p a r tin g  f ro m  th e  o v er­
cro w d ed  co lon y  k n o w  e x a c tly  w h a t  to  
do a n d  h o w  to  go a b o u t th e  c o n s tru c ­
t io n  of a n e w  ho m esite , p ro v id in g  th a t  
n o  u n u s u a l  fac to rs  e n te r  in to  th e  
p ro b lem .

E n g in e e r s  O u t w i t t e d
N o t f a r  fro m  a ra n g e rs ’ c e n te r  in  

A lg o n q u in  P a rk , th e re  w as a  v e ry  sw if t­
ly  m o v in g  s tre a m . T h e  b an k s  w e re  
te a m in g  w ith  th e  m o st te m p tin g  food 
a p a ir  of b e a v e r  h a d  e v e r  seen. T h e  
w a te r  in  th e  s tr e a m  w as m o v in g  so fa s t 
th a t  w ith in  th e  m e m o ry  o f m a n  no  
b e a v e r  h a d  a t te m p te d  to  d a m  it.

O ne la te  su m m e r m o rn in g  a ra n g e r  
r e tu rn e d  to  th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  a n d  r e ­
p o rte d  th a t  tw o  b e a v e r w e re  s ta r tin g  
w o rk  o n  a d a m  across th is  s tream . T h e  
o th e r  ra n g e rs  la u g h e d  a t  th e  p o o r b e ­
n ig h te d  b eav er. F a n c y  t ry in g  to  d am  
a n d  co n tro l th a t  s tre a m . T h e  b e a v e r  
w o u ld  n eed  a b ig  ro ck  tie d  to  its  ta i l  to  
save  its e lf  fro m  b e in g  w ash ed  d o w n ­
s tre a m . I t  w as fu l ly  ex p ec ted  th a t  th e  
ru s h in g  w a te r  w o u ld  w a sh  a ll  th e  fo u n ­
d a tio n  w o rk  a w a y  a n d  show  th e se  a n i ­
m a ls  h o w  foo lish  th e y  re a l ly  w ere .

A  few  d ay s  la te r  th e  ra n g e r  re p o rte d  
to  h is co m p an io n s  th a t  th e  b e a v e r  h a d  
e rec ted  th e  tw o  sides o f th e  d a m  to  a 
h e ig h t o f a b o u t six  feet. T h e y  h a d  le f t  
th e  c e n tra l  p o rtio n  o p en  a n d  th e  w a te r  
w as ru s h in g  th ro u g h  in  su fficient vo l­
u m e  a n d  fo rce  to o p e ra te  a  sm all h y d ro ­
e lec tric  p o w er p la n t. T h e  o th e r  ra n g e rs  
cam e to  v iew  th is  o d d ity  a n d  d ec la red  
th a t  th e  b e a v e r  w o u ld  n e v e r  be ab le  
to  close th a t  gap  a n d  c re a te  a pond .

T w o  m o rn in g s  la te r  th e  r a n g e r  r e ­
tu rn e d  h u r r ie d ly  to  h e a d q u a r te rs  an d , 
a lm o s t b rea th le ss  fro m  ru n n in g , a n ­
n o u n c e d  th a t  th e  b e a v e r  n o t  o n ly  h a d  
closed th e  g ap  b u t  h a d  co m p le ted  th e  
d am . T h e  fre n z ie d  w a te r  of a few  d ay s 
ago w as ru n n in g  o v e r th e  d a m  as g e n t­
ly  as a sp rin g  b reeze .

T h is  w as too  m u c h  fo r th e  o th e r  
ra n g e rs . I n  a b o d y  th e y  h u r r ie d  to  th e  
scene. A s th e y  looked th e y  took  off 
th e ir  h a ts  a n d  sc ra tc h e d  th e ir  heads.

F a r  u p s tre a m , w h e re  th e re  h a d  been  
a  s h a rp  b e n d  in  th e  p a th  of th e  ru s h ­
in g  w a te r , th e  b e a v e r  h a d  q u ic k ly  b u ilt  
a  te m p o ra ry  d a m  w h ic h  h a d  checked  
th e  w a te r  d o w n  to  a  tr ic k le  fo r  a  few  
h o u rs . W ith  th a t  accom p lish ed  th e y  
h a d  ru sh e d  in  a n d  closed th e  c e n tra l  
o p en in g  in  th e ir  m a in  d am . H e re  w as 
a p iece  of r e a l  e n g in e e rs ’ b ra in w o rk —  
n o t in s tin c t. I f  th is  w as n o t  th o u g h t  
a n d  brains, w h a t  w as it?

3 Ia n  v s .  W o l f
O ne a u tu m n  S u n d a y  a fte rn o o n , in  

th e  sam e  a re a  in  w h ic h  tho se  b eav e r 
h a d  e x h ib ite d  th is  w o n d e rfu l p iece  of 
e n g in e e rin g  sk ill, I  w as w itn ess  to  a n  
a c t  o f deep  th o u g h t  a n d  g re a t  b ra v e ry  
o n  th e  p a r t  of a  she-w olf. I f  th is  deed  
h a d  b een  p e rfo rm e d  b y  a h u m a n  in  
w a r tim e , th e  a c to r  w o u ld  h a v e  been  
e n tit le d  to  th e  m e d a ls  th a t  a re  g ra n te d  
fo r o u ts ta n d in g  acts of cou rage , b u t th is  
b e in g  o n ly  a she-w o lf th e  in c id e n t w as 
m e re ly  p u t  d o w n  to  “ one of those 
th in g s .”  T h e  d iscussion  of th e  in c id e n t, 
a f te r  i t  w as a ll over, le f t  th e  im p ress io n  
th a t  th e  a n im a l h a d  u sed  b ra in  p o w er 
f a r  a n d  b e y o n d  in s tin c t.

I  w as sp e n d in g  th e  w eek  en d  w ith  
one  o f th e  sen io r ra n g e rs  of th e  P a rk . 
A b o u t tw o  th i r ty  th a t  S u n d a y  a f te r ­
noon , h e  decided  to  g e t o u t th e  canoe 
a n d  ta k e  a g e n e ra l  look a ro u n d  h is  a rea .

I  suggested  th a t  h e  ta k e  h is  rifle. 
V isito rs  a re  n o t  p e rm itte d  to  b r in g  fire ­
a rm s  in to  th e  P a rk  a re a  b u t  th e  ra n g e rs  
h a v e  rifles to  k eep  th e  w o lf p o p u la tio n  
d o w n  d u r in g  the  w in te r  season. T h e  
ra n g e r  looked in  th e  m a g a z in e  o f th e  
rifle  a n d  n o te d  th e re  w e re  five c a r ­
trid g es . H e  re m a rk e d  th a t  th a t  w ou ld  
be m o re  th a n  a m p le  a m m u n itio n  fo r 
a n y  n e e d  th a t  m ig h t arise .

A s w e  p ad d le d  a lo n g  on  th e  su rface  
of th e  q u ie t  lak e  w e  n o ticed  tw o  y o u n g  
lad ie s  also  in  a can o e; th e y  w e re  m a k ­
in g  f ra n tic  e ffo rts  to  re a c h  us as q u ic k ­
ly  as possib le . W h e n  w e  d rew  a longside  
th e m , i t  w as n o t d ifficult to  see th a t  
th e y  w e re  f r ig h te n e d . T h e y  sa id  th a t  
th e y  h a d  seen  a la rg e  n u m b e r  of deer 
t ra v e lin g  a t  g re a t speed as th o u g h  
so m e th in g  w e re  ch a s in g  th e m . T h e  
ra n g e r , a s su r in g  th e m  th a t  th e y  w ere  
in  n o  d a n g e r, suggested  th a t  th e y  p a d ­
d le  q u ie t ly  a lo n g  to  th e ir  lodge. A fte r



sev era l y a rd s  h a d  se p a ra te d  th e  tw o 
canoes, n e  con fided  in  m e  th a t  w e 
m ig h t be so rry  fo r n o t b r in g in g  th e  
c a rtr id g e  b e lt w ith  u s .— “ S ounds like  
th e  w olves a re  s ta r tin g  e a r ly ,”  h e  said .

W e  h a d  n o t  w a ite d  lon g  w h e n  w e 
too n o ticed  d ee r ru n n in g  fra n tic a l ly . 
T h e re  w as a b it of a  h il l  to th e  le f t of 
th e  lake , a n d  w e c lim b ed  th is  e lev a tio n  
to  look a ro u n d . A  sw am p  w ith  floa ting  
is lan d s  in  i t  w as on  th e  o th e r  side of 
th e  h ill. W e  co u n ted  e lev en  w olves 
m a k in g  th e ir  w a y  c a re fu lly  across th is  
tre a c h e ro u s  foo ting . T h e  ra n g e r  u sed  
u p  h is  five shots a n d  five w olves fe ll to  
h is  a im . O ne she-w o lf seem ed  to  sense  
th a t  w e w e re  o u t of b u lle ts . S h e  took 
u p  a  position  b e tw een  th e  five fa lle n  
co m p an io n s  a n d  ourse lves. T h e  re s t  of 
th e  pack , those n o t h it ,  co m m en ced  to 
re tra c e  th e ir  steps a n d  ge t o u t of d a n ­
g er. W e  p icked  u p  a  co u p le  of s to u t 
boughs to  a c t  as c lubs a n d  p roceeded  
d o w n  th e  h ill  to  e x a m in e  w h a t  w e  w e re  
con v in ced  w as a successfu l k ill. A s w e 
d re w  n e a r , th e  she-w o lf cam e to w a rd  
us w ith  fan g s exposed. S he stopped  
a b o u t tw e n ty  fe e t f ro m  us. I f  w e  
b ra n d ish e d  o u r  c lu bs a n d  took a step  
o r tw o  fo rw a rd  she re tre a te d  a s im ila r  
d is tance . I f  w e  fe ll b ack  a y a rd  o r  so 
she ad v an ced  th e  sam e  a m o u n t. T h is  
p e rfo rm a n c e  w e n t  o n  fo r h a lf  a n  h o u r  
o r m ore . T h e n  th e  w o lf  tu rn e d  a n d  
m a d e  h e r  w a y  o v er th e  sw am p  as 
q u ic k ly  as possib le . W e  a d v a n c e d  to  
ta k e  stock of th e  five  m e m b e rs  of th e  
p ack  w e h a d  shot. T h e y  w e re  n o w h e re  
to  be seen. W h ile  th e  ag ile  she-w olf 
w as en g ag in g  o u r  a t te n tio n  to  th e  fu ll, 
th e  w o u n d ed  m e m b ers  of th e  p ack  h a d  
s lo w ly  p icked  th e ir  w a y  to  h ig h e r  
g ro u n d  leav in g  a  few  spots of blood 
to  m a rk  th e  w a y  of th e ir  going.

W h e n  w e  re to ld  th is  s to ry , b ack  a t  
th e  r a n g e rs ’ sh e lte r , n o n e  o f th e  o th e r  
ra n g e rs  cou ld  re c a ll a  d e m o n s tra tio n  of 
b ra v e ry  a n d  fo re th o u g h t to  e q u a l th a t  
ta le  of th e  she-w olf. I t  is u n lik e ly  th a t  
th e  w o lf h a d  e v e r  b een  in  a  s im ila r  
p re d ic a m e n t. S he e v id e n tly  k n e w  th a t,  
g iv en  tim e , th e  w o u n d ed  m e m b e rs  of 
d ie  p ack  cou ld  m a k e  th e ir  w a y  to  
sh e lte r  a n d  re s t. W a s  th a t  a n  a c t of 
serious a n d  q u ick  th in k in g ?  T o  m y  w a y  
of rec k o n in g  i t  w as c e r ta in ly  a p a r t  a n d  
b ey o nd  in s tin c t.

V A V

2 .U C 4 t 6 (M &

The questions in this column are two of many submitted by readers. They have been chosen as of sufficient general interest to warrant inclusion here.
• • •

Question: W hat is m eant by AMRA? 
Answer: The Law of Am-Ra originated in Egyptian antiquity. The ancient Egyptians 
were learned in the mystic philosophies and cosmogonies. The very highest symbolical name which helped to explain the abstract original creation of the world was Ammun- Ra. This Ammun-Ra was later abbreviated to Am-Ra—a law was evolved from sym­bolizing and the meaning originally attached to this Egyptian God.
Am-Ra then was the highest conception of all giving. Am-Ra gave of itself freely. Therefore, the Law of Am-Ra admonished the mystics to give of themselves freely particularly if any problem, prayer, or petition is answered. According to the Law of Am-Ra, one should give systematically to some unselfish cause. The Law of Am-Ra has come to be known in Christianity as tithing. Actually it is a gracious response in appreciation of a gift of life and creation from powers beyond our comprehension.

• • •
Question: Describe the Mithraic Mysteries. 
Answer: The tenets of the M ithraic Mys­teries contained the highest occultism; they were of Persian origin. M ithra the per­sonification of Light was worshipped as a son of God years before the Christian era. M ithraism was carried into Asia Minor by the Magi. I t subsequently traversed a wide geographical area and became an immense influence in the Roman world. M ithraism is said to be the only sect in the history of thought with which Christianity had to engage in mortal combat. It almost over­came Christianity and did exert a forma­tive influence on Christian doctrine, such as those relative to the end of the world and the powers of hell. M ithra endowed the earth with all of its benefits. He was the M ediator betwixt God and man. His creed promised resurrection to a happy future life. His life was similar to that of Christ’s; yet, M ithra came first by 500 years. His follow­ers were initiated and passed under his divine protection regardless of rank or race.
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£/2 i L S k  adowi. (loftiE.
B y  D r .  H .  S p e n c e r  L e w is ,  R .  F . C .
(From the Rosicrucian Digest, October 1933)

Since thousands of readers of the Rosicrucian Digest have not read m any  of the earlier articles of our late Imperator, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, we adopted the editorial policy of publishing each month one of his outstanding articles, so that his thoughts would continue to reside within the pages of this publication.

was very m u c h  in te r ­
ested  in  a n  ed ito r ia l 

t h a t  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  
A u g u s t, 1933, issue  of 
th e  ex c e lle n t B ritish  p u b ­
lic a tio n , T h e  O ccu lt R e ­
v iew .  I ts  e d ito ria ls  a re  
a lw a y s  in te re s t in g  a n d  
le a rn e d , a n d  o ccas io na lly  
to u c h  u p o n  som e of th e  
v e ry  d eep  p rin c ip le s  of 
m y s tic ism .

T h i s  e d i t o r i a l  co m ­
m e n ts  u p o n  a ty p e  of 
“ m a la ise ’ w h ic h  is p re v ­
a le n t  a m o n g  p eop le  w h o  
a r e  m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  
a lo n g  th e  p a th  of sp ir i t ­
u a l o r  m y s tic a l  d ev e lo p ­
m e n t, a n d  w hose  in n e r  
lives a re  “v iv id  a n d  in te n s e .”  I  a m  
h a p p y  th a t  th e  te rm s  v iv id  a n d  in ten se  
w e re  u sed  b ecau se  I th in k  th a t  th e y  
b es t d esc rib e  th e  class of in d iv id u a ls  
w h o  a re  m o st su scep tib le  to  th e  e x p e ri­
en ce  o f th is  s tra n g e  a n d  p e c u lia r  
em otion .

M a n y  s tu d e n ts  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  som e 
p rog ress  in  sp ir i tu a l  a n d  m y s tic a l  de­
v e lo p m e n t h a v e  c o m m en ted  o n  th e  fa c t 
th a t  as th e ir  lives becom e m o re  a t ­
tu n e d  w ith  th e  s p ir i tu a l  a n d  m y s tic a l  
p rin c ip le s  s u r ro u n d in g  ex isten ce , th e  
m o re  in te n se  a n d  th e  m o re  v iv id  seem  
to  be th e ir  reac tio n s  to  b o th  th e  joys 
a n d  so rrow s o f life . I t  is  a  com m on  
ex p ressio n  fo r th e  t r u ly  d ev o u t a n d  
serious s tu d e n t of m y s tic ism  to  say  th a t,  
one  o f th e  f ir s t a n d  m o s t n o ticeab le  
m a n ife s ta tio n s  of a  c h an g e  ta k in g  p lace  
w ith in  is th a t  o f a  m o re  keen  a p p re ­
c ia tio n , a m o re  sy m p a th e tic  u n d e rs ta n d ­
in g  of th e  so rrow s a n d  th e  sadness 
o f h u m a n  ex isten ce , w h ile  a t  th e  sam e 
tim e  th e  joys a n d  l ig h te r  th in g s  of 
life  seem  to  q u ic k e n  a  w h o le h e a rte d

response  fro m  w ith in  to 
a  g re a te r  d eg ree  th a n  
ev e r  befo re . O ne s tu d e n t 
ex p ressed  i t  th is  w ay : 
th e  s u n lig h t d an c in g  w ith  
its  beam s u p o n  th e  floor 
m a y  seem  to  p la y  a 
fa n ta s y  of l ig h t a n d  h a r ­
m o n y  fo r  o n e ’s a m u se ­
m e n t, a n d  e v e n  t h e  
la u g h te r  o f a lit tle  babe 
m a y  becom e a c a p tiv a t­
ing , e n th ra ll in g , a n d  d y ­
n a m ic  in flu en ce , w h ile  
th e  m e re  th o u g h t  of ig ­
n o ra n c e  a n d  m e n ta l  d a rk ­
ness i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
h u m a n  be ings m a y  b rin g  
a n  o v e r p o w e r i n g  d e ­
p ression .

S u ch  p erso n s live  th e  fu lln ess  o f life 
in  a n  a d d itio n a l a n d  m e n ta l  sense. T h e y  
sw in g  b ack  a n d  fo r th  like  a  p e n d u lu m  
fro m  th e  e x tre m e  d eg ree  of so rro w  to  
th e  e x tre m e  d eg ree  of h ap p in ess . T h e y  
a re  ea s ily  m o v ed  fro m  one p la n e  an d  
o n e  d eg ree  of e m o tio n a l response  to  a n ­
o th e r . T h is  is b ecau se  th e ir  in n e r  lives 
a re  t r u ly  v iv id  a n d  in te n se  a n d  filled 
w ith  a  fu lln ess  of soul ex p erien ce .

B u t th e  e d ito r  of th is  B ritish  m a g a ­
z in e  also  ca lls  a t te n tio n  to  so m eth in g  
th a t  is g e n e ra lly  h e ld  in  secrecy  am on g  
those  w h o  h a v e  ad v an ced  in  m y stic a l 
s tu d y . H e  speaks f ra n k ly  a b o u t th e  in ­
ev ita b le  p o rtio n  o f th e  m y s tic ’s jo u rn e y  
w h e n  th e  su n  seem s to  set an d  th e  d ay  
seem s to  en d , a n d  th e  foo tsteps of th e  
s tu d e n t  lead  h im  g ra d u a lly  in to  th e  
n ig h ttim e  of h is  o n w a rd  m a rc h . T h e  
ed ito r say s th a t  th is  p e rio d  o f d eep en ­
in g  shadow s is o f te n  ca lled  b y  v a rio u s  
n am e s , a n d  m o re  f re q u e n tly  re fe rre d  
to , in  th e  lan g u a g e  o f th e  C hristian  
m y stic s , as th e  “ d a rk  n ig h t .” A m o n g  
tho se  w h o  a re  n o t C h ris tian s , an d



a m o n g  th e  O rie n ta ls  e sp ec ia lly , th is  
p erio d  is k n o w n  as th e  jo u r n e y  th ro u g h  
th e  shadow s. A n d  in  som e of th e  Rosi- 
c ru c ia n  d o cu m en ts  i t  is re fe r re d  to  as 
th e  obscure n ig h t. I t  is t r u e  th a t  th is  
p erio d  som etim es las ts  fo r  a few  m o n th s , 
a n d  som etim es ev en  a y e a r . I t  is th is  
p erio d  to  w h ic h  m a y  be ap p lie d  th e  
te rm  m ala ise .

I  w a n t  to  q u o te  f u r th e r  fro m  th e  
ex ce llen t ed ito ria l: “ I t  is c h a ra c te r is tic , 
h o w ev er, th a t  w h e th e r  of lon g  o r sh o r t 
d u ra tio n , few , if  a n y , pass th ro u g h  i t  
w ith o u t c o m p la in t, a n d  n o  a m o u n t of 
re a ssu ra n c e  b y  a n o th e r  av a ils  th e  su f­
fe re r. I t  is im possib le  to  co n v in ce  h im  
th a t  A u  F o n d , a ll  is w ell. . . . W h o  is 
th e re  in  w h o m  th e  in n e r  life  h a s  reac h e d  
a n y  a p p re c ia b le  s tage  of d ev e lo p m en t 
w h o  h as  n o t e x p e rien ced  th a t  n u m b ­
ness a n d  d eadness w ith in , w h ic h  tak es  
a w a y  a ll zest fo r  those  m a tte rs  w h ic h , 
in  tn e  o rd in a ry  w a y , on e  w o u ld  co n ­
s id e r m o st w o rth  w h ile?  . . . S om ehow , 
h o w ev er, th e  t r u e  d isc ip le  s trug g les  
m a n fu l ly  th ro u g h  th e se  p erio ds of in n e r 
d a rk n ess  w ith o u t e n t ire ly  losing  to u ch  
w ith  th e  in n e r  c e r ta in ty  th a t  h e  is  on  
th e  r ig h t  t ra c k ;  th a t  n o  m a t te r  h o w  
a p a th e tic  a n d  ev en  av e rse  h e  m a y  fe e l, 
deep  d o w n  in  h is  h e a r t  h e  k n o w s  th a t  
th e  sh ad ow  th a t  fa lls  u p o n  h im  is cast 
fro m  w ith o u t.”

H e re  ind eed  is th e  e sse n tia l p o in t fo r 
c o n s ta n t c o n s id e ra tio n  b y  th e  d iscip le . 
I  do n o t ag ree  w ith  th e  e d ito r  in  th in k ­
in g  th a t  a ll  d iscip les, a n d  e sp ec ia lly  
those  w h o  e n te r  tn e  shadow s fo r  th e  
f irs t tim e , a lw a y s  k n o w  o r  a lw a y s  fee l 
co n v in ced  th a t  th e  sh ad ow  fa lls  u p o n  
th e m  fro m  w ith o u t. I t  h a s  b een  o u r  
ex p e rien ce  in  ass is tin g  th o u sa n d s  of 
s tu d e n ts  th a t  a t  th is  c r i t ic a l  t im e  w e  
m u s t  c o n s ta n tly  re a ssu re  th e  d isc ip le  
th a t  m o st of th e  sh ad ow  is n o t  caused  
b y  in n e r  cond itions. A n d  ev en  in  m a n y  
cases w h e re  th e re  is th e  b e lie f th a t  th e  
sh ad ow  is cas t fro m  e x te rn a l co n d ition s, 
o r  causes, th e re  is occasio na lly  a n  ac ­
c o m p a n y in g  b e lie f th a t  th e  shadow s a n d  
th e  d a rk n ess  e m a n a te  fro m  som e ev il 
source  b e in g  p e rso n a lly  d irec ted  to w a rd  
th e  good a n d  w e lfa re  of th e  d iscip le. 
I t  is a t  th is  p o in t of th e  d isc ip le ’s s p ir i t­
u a l  jo u rn e y  th a t  h e  is ea s ily  te m p te d  
to  g ive  u n n e c e s sa ry  a n d  o fte n  ex ag ­
g e ra te d  co n sid e ra tio n  to  th e  possib le 
ex isten ce  of th e  im a g in a ry  p o w e r a t ­
tr ib u te d  to  B lack  M ag ic .

I t  is n e c e ssa ry  fo r  th e  p ro p e r  g u id ­
an ce  of th e  d isc ip le  to  h a v e  h im  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  th a t  th e  d a rk n ess  is of C osm ic 
decree , a n d  is good in  its  in te n t  a n d  
p u rp o se , a n d  is t r u ly  a n  ex p erien ce  
th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e  d isc ip le  m u s t  pass 
as p a r t  of h is  in i t ia tio n  a n d  de­
v e lop m en t.

D o u b t  a n d  S p e c u la t i o n
I t  is t ru e  th a t  a t  tim es  a p a r t  o f th e  

sh ad ow  is o f te n  a c o n d itio n  th a t,  w ro n g ­
ly  in te rp re te d  as b e in g  a  p a r t  of th e  
shadow , is tra c e a b le  to  sh e e r  i ll-h e a lth , 
o r  to  p h y s ic a l co n d ition s  w ith in  th e  
h u m a n  body . I t  is fo r  th is  re a so n  th a t  
th e  R o sic ru c ian  sy stem  of in s tru c tio n  
a n d  g u id a n c e  p laces  so m u c h  em p h asis  
u p o n  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f se lf- tre a tm e n t, 
o f good h e a lth , a n d  a  p ro p e r  k n ow led g e  
o f th e  causes of d isease  a n d  th e ir  p sy ­
ch ic a l o r  m y s tic a l  cu re . I t  is p e rh a p s  
fo r th e  sam e  re a so n  th a t  som e O rie n ta l  
schools a n d  sy stem s h a v e  p laced  e m ­
p h as is  u p o n  th e  b e lie f th a t  th e  d isc ip le  
on  th e  p a th  sh ou ld  re f r a in  fro m  th e  e a t­
in g  o f m e a t, th e  d r in k in g  of c e r ta in  
liq u id s , th e  p a r ta k in g  of c e r ta in  foods, 
a n d  th e  in d u lg e n c e  in  c e r ta in  fu n c tio n s  
a n d  em o tio ns o f th e  h u m a n  system . 
B elief in  ce lib acy , re s tr ic te d  d ie t, th e  
p ra c tic e  of deep  b re a th in g , a n d  v a r i ­
ous o th e r  spec ia l fe a tu re s  h av e  fo u n d  
th e ir  w a y  in to  som e O rie n ta l  sy s­
tem s  so le ly  as a  m e a n s  of p re se rv in g  
n o t o n ly  good h e a lth , b u t  also  a la rg e  
a m o u n t of th a t  c re a tiv e  p o w e r w ith m  
th e  h u m a n  b o d y  w h ic h  is supposed  to  

re v e n t  a n y  fo rm  of illn ess , o r p h y s ic a l 
ep le tio n .

B u t i t  h a s  b e e n  p ro v ed  in  th e  long  
e x p e rie n c e  of W e s te rn -w o rld  ad ep ts  
t h a t  m a n y  of th e se  re s tr ic tio n s  in  (net 
a n d  su p p ressio ns of n a tu r a l  in d u lg en ces  
h a v e  te n d e d  to  c re a te  a n  a b n o rm a l p h y s ­
ica l co n d itio n  th a t  m akes  th e  in d iv id u a l 
as re a d i ly  su scep tib le  to  th is  co n d itio n  
ca lled  m a la ise  as w o u ld  a n y  e x te rn a l, 
Cosm ic, o r sp ir i tu a l  cause . F o r  th is  
re a so n  th e  u n iv e rs a l  a n d  g e n e ra l  p ro ­
h ib itio n  a g a in s t  th e  e a tin g  of m e a t, a n d  
o th e r  m o r ta l  o r  n a tu r a l  in d u lg en ces , 
h as  b een  e lim in a te d  fro m  a ll  of th e  
m o st m o d e rn  a n d  m o st efficient sy stem s 
of m y s tic a l g u id an ce . T h e  in d iv id u a l 
r a th e r  th a n  th e  class m u s t be considered , 
a n d  th e re  a re  few  in d ee d  w h o  re q u ire  
su ch  s tr ic t  re fo rm s , a n d  su ch  p ro h ib ite d  
courses in  life  as w e re  o u tlin e d  fo r  th e
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m ass in  th e  a n c ie n t belie fs. N o rm a l 
h e a l th  is re q u ire d  fo r  th e  d isc ip le , r a th e r  
th a n  a n  a b n o rm a l s ta te  o f supposed  
p u ren ess  a n d  e x tre m e  s p ir i tu a li ty .

D u r in g  th is  p erio d  of th e  obscure  
n ig h t  th e re  is a sense  of u n re s t ,  of 
d o ub t, a n d  sp ecu la tiv e  in q u iry . T h e  
m in d  becom es in d if fe re n t a t  tim e s  r e ­
g a rd in g  a ll  th in g s  m y s tic a l, sp ir i tu a l, 
a n d  occu lt, w h ile  a t  a n o th e r  m o m e n t 
th e  m in d  seem s to  be  k e e n ly  a n a ly tic a l  
a n d  c ritic a l, a n d  fin ds h ig h ly  co lored , 
a n d  a r tif ic ia lly  in sp ire d  reaso n s  fo r 
d o u b tin g  th e  s in c e rity , w o rth in ess , a n d  
o th e r  b en efits  in  a n y  o th e r  co u rse  of 
sp ir i tu a l  a n d  m y s tic a l s tu d y . T h e  v e ry  
te a c h e rs  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  th e  in s p ira t io n  
o f th e  s tu d e n t  su d d e n ly  a p p e a r  to  th e  
d isc ip le  as d o u b tfu l c h a ra c te rs . T h e ir  
good m o tives  a re  q u es tio n ed ; F r ie n d sh ip  
seem s to  be of less v a lu e  th a n  h e re to ­
fo re , a n d  th e  voice of th e  te m p te r  seem s 
e sp ec ia lly  k in d  a n d  th o u g h tfu l . T h e re  
com es also  a  sense o f d ep ressed  sp ir i t  
o f lon e lin ess  a n d  in fe r io r ity , o r  th e re  
m a y  su d d e n ly  a rise  th e  g ro te sq u e  fig u re  
of s u p e r io r ity  w ith  a  g re a t ly  e x ag g e r­
a te d  ego t ry in g  to  p ro c la im  its  su p e r­
q u a litie s  a n d  in c o n te s ta b le  r ig h t  to  look 
w ith  d isd a in  o n  a ll  th a t  h as  been  
le a rn e d , a n d  u p o n  a ll  w h o  c la im  to  be  
m y s tic  g u id es  a n d  d irec to rs .

I t  is  d u r in g  th is  p e rio d  th a t  m a n y  
d isc ip les a rb i t r a r i ly  stop  th e ir  p rog ress, 
a n d  seek co n ta c ts  w ith  o th e rs  w h o  h av e  
also  h a lte d  a n d  a re  d w e llin g  in  th e  
shadow s. B y  f in d in g  co n firm a tio n  of 
th e ir  d oub ts  a n d  fa lse  belie fs  in  th e  
ex p erien ces  of o th e rs, th e y  com e to  th e  
e rro n eo u s  co n c lu sio n  th a t  th e ir  p re se n t 
a t t i tu d e  is co rrec t. T h e y  re s ig n  fro m  
a ll u p lif t in g  co n ta c ts , a b a n d o n  th e ir  
stud ies, a n d  th ro w  th e m se lv es  in to  th e  
d e e p e r shadow s of th e  b la ck  n ig h t  of 
d esp on d en cy . T h e re  a re  som e w h o  find  
w h a t  th e y  in te rp re t  as a  re l ie f  fro m  th e  
m a la ise  b y  ta k in g  th is  re v e rse  a t t i tu d e  
a n d  a b a n d o n in g  th e ir  jo u rn e y . T h e y  
fee l th a t  th e y  h a v e  ta k e n  th em se lv es  
o u t of a  d ep lo ra b le  s itu a tio n , a n d  h a v e  
b ro u g h t th em se lv es  som e n e w  d eg ree  
of freedom .

I n  re s ig n in g  th e ir  s tu d ies  a n d  d isas­
so c ia tin g  th em se lv es  fro m  th e ir  school 
of th o u g h t  o r h e lp , th e y  b o ast th a t  th e y  
w ish  to  be  fre e  souls a n d  c a n  n o  lo n g e r 
fin d  h a p p in ess  a n d  p eace  in  th e  associ­
a tio n s  a n d  in  th e  p re sc rib ed  s tu d ies  to 
w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  b een  devoted . I t

w o u ld  seem  th a t  th e  m o m e n ta ry  effect 
of th e  ch a n g e  th a t  th e y  a rb i tr a r i ly  b rin g  
in  th e ir  lives m is lead s  th e m  in to  th in k ­
in g  th a t  th e y  h a v e  th ro w n  off som e 
shack les a n d  n a v e  b ro k e n  th e  bonds th a t  
h e ld  th e m  as slaves, b u t  w e  k n o w  o n ly  
too w e ll th a t  th is  fa lse  in te rp re ta t io n  is 
q u ic k ly  fo llow ed b y  a  g re a te r  deg ree  of 
d esp o n d e n c y  a n d  u n re s t , a n d  th a t  th e  
co n d itio n  w h ic h  fo llow s is p itifu l. H e re  
in d e e d  com es th e  tim e  fo r th e  te s t of 
m a n ’s v a n ity  a n d  a t r ia l  of h is  ex ag ­
g e ra te d  ego.

B a t t l e  o f  S e l l
I t  is  a t  th is  tim e  th a t  th e  t r u ly  de­

sp o n d e n t a n d  t r u ly  h e lp less  d iscip le 
f in ds th a t  h e  n eed s m o re  th a n  e v e r  th e  
c o m p a n io n sh ip  a n d  g u id a n c e  th a t  h e  
h a s  re c e n tly  ab an d o n e d . B u t r a th e r  th a n  
a d m it  th e  e r ro r  of h is  w ay s , th e  p o or­
ness of h is  ju d g m e n t, th e  su bm issio n  to  
th e  voice of th e  te m p te r , a n d  th e  w eak ­
ness o f h is  o w n  s p ir i tu a l fo rtitu d e , he  
re fu ses  to w rite  to  h is  te a c h e r, h is  lead ­
er, h is  gu ide , a n d  h is  associa tes, an d  
ask  fo r  read m iss io n  to  th e ir  co m p an io n ­
sh ip  a n d  re in s ta te m e n t in to  th e ir  ran k s. 
S om etim es y e a rs  pass befo re  these  p e r ­
sons com e to  a fu ll re a liz a tio n  o f th e  
e r ro r  th e y  m a d e  in  a b a n d o n in g  th e ir  
p ro g ress  d u r in g  th e  h o u rs  of th e  sh ad ­
ow s a n d  of th e  w eak n ess  th e y  a re  d is­
p la y in g  in  h e s ita t in g  to  step  bo ld ly  
back  o n  th e  p a th  ag a in  a n d  b rin g  to 
a n  e n d  th e  c o n tin u o u s ly  d a rk e n in g  
h o u rs .

T h e re  is a lw a y s  g re a t  jo y  in  th e  
h e a r ts  of lead e rs  a n d  teach ers  w h e n  one 
lo s t d isc ip le  is  red eem ed  o r v o lu n ta r ily  
re tu rn s .  T h e re  is n o  obscure  d ark n ess  
a n d  n o  sh ad o w  o n  th e  p a th  h a lf  as de­
p re ss in g  as th e  p e rio d  of m e la n ch o lia  
th a t  envelops th e  s tu d e n t w h o  is tem p ted  
b y  th e  co n d ition s  of th e  shadow  to 
a b a n d o n  h is  s tu d ies  a n d  free  h im se lf  
f ro m  th e  in flu en ces c o n s ta n tly  u rg in g  
h im  fro m  w ith in  a n d  fro m  w ith o u t. 
O nce th e  in n e r  self h a s  becom e co n ­
scious of th e  p a th  w ith  a ll  its  joys an d  
so rrow s, a n d  h a s  u n fo ld e d  a n d  dev el­
oped  th ro u g h  th e  c h a n g in g  em otions 
a n d  s w a y in g  in flu en ces, i t  is c a s t in to  
th e  d ep th s  of g re a te s t  d a rk n ess  a n d  th e  
ab y ss  of c o n s ta n t tu rm o il  b y  its  d isas- 
so c ia tio n  f ro m  th e  a t tu n e m e n t  a n d  co n ­
ta c ts  th a t  m e a n  so m u c h  to  it.

T h o se  s tu d e n ts  w h o  re m a in  f irm  an d  
s te ad fas t, h o w ev er, a ll f in d  th a t  th e



obscure n ig h t  is a p p ro a c h in g  th e  m a g ­
n if ic e n t d a w n  th a t  lies ju s t  b e y o n d  th e  
b o rd erlin e . I t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  th a t  in  
acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  d e te rm in a tio n , th e  
s in c e rity , a n d  dev o tio n  of th e  d isc ip le , 
th e  h o u rs  of th e  obscure  n ig h t  a re  
sh o rte n e d  a n d  b ro u g h t to  a n  en d . O n ly  
those  w h o  re m a in  f irm  a n d  h a rk e n  to  
th e  a ssu ra n c e s  of th e ir  gu ides a n d  
te a c h e rs  e v e r  com e to  re a liz e  th a t  d u r ­
in g  th is  passage  of th e  n ig h t  one of th e  
g re a te s t b a ttle s  o f th e  p e rso n a l se lf is 
b e in g  fo u g h t a n d  w on . A s th e  e d ito r  so 
p ro p e r ly  s ta tes  in  h is  ed ito ria l: “ I n  th e  
th ick  of th e  fig h t th a t  su ffe re r  fa ils  to  
see th a t  th e  la s t  d regs of se lf a re  b e in g  
p u rg ed . N o t u n ti l  th e  fe e t h a v e  tro d d e n  
m a n y  a lon g  m ile  on  th e  P a th  is i t  pos­
sib le  to  re a liz e  in  consciousness th e  i l ­
lu so ry  n a tu r e  of tho se  m oods w h ic h  
assa il th e  a sp ira n t, b u t  so lo n g  as h e  
re fu ses  to  be  deflected  f ro m  h is  t ru e  
in te rn a l  cou rse  su ch  tr ia ls  a re  r e a l ly  a 
source  of s tre n g th .”

T o  s tu d e n ts  y o u n g  a n d  old, a n d  those  
n e w  o r lo n g  u p o n  th e  p a th , le t  th is  be 
a  n o te  of w a rn in g . A s w e jo u rn e y  as 
h u m a n  b e ing s, as ide  f ro m  a n y  of o u r  
specia l courses o f s tu d y , w e pass th ro u g h  
day s a n d  n ig h ts  o f ex p erien ce . T h e  
cou rse  of a n o rm a l life  fro m  b ir th  to 
t ra n s it io n  is filled  w ith  d a y tim e s  of 
b r ig h t  a n d  h a p p y  ex p erien ces , a n d  
n ig n ttim e s  of sadness. N e i th e r  w e a lth , 
w o rld ly  po w er, social positio n , n o r  a n y  
h u m a n  o r e a r th ly  c re a tio n  c a n  p re v e n t 
th e  c h a n g in g  ex p erien ces  in  th e  cou rse  
of life . I t  is b u t  n a tu r a l ,  th e re fo re , to  
ex p ec t th a t  d u r in g  o n e ’s d ev e lo p m en t 
th e re  w ill com e a t im e  w h e n  th e  f irs t 
d a y ’s jo u rn e y  w ill com e to  a n  en d , a n d  
th e  su n  w ill set fo r  a w h ile  a n d  th e  
n ig h ttim e  shadow s w ill  g a th e r  to  ob­
scu re  th e  w a y , a n d  d a rk e n  o u r  sigh t.

T h e  d isc ip le  sh ou ld  h a v e  n o  m o re  
re a so n  fo r  a b a n d o n in g  h is  cou rse  in  life  
a t  th is  tim e  th a n  h e  h as  fo r  a b a n d o n in g  
h is  ex isten ce  on  e a r th  w h e n  th e  shadow s 
of th e  sk y  becom e d eep e r a n d  th e  close

of d a y  b rin g s  o b sc u r ity  to  h is  w o rld ly  
sigh t. F o r, ju s t  as th e  te m p te rs  a n d  
ag en cies  of ev il g a th e r  to g e th e r  a n d  
res id e  in  th e  d a rk  p laces of th e  n ig h t­
tim e  of o u r  w o rld ly  course , so th e  in ­
v is ib le  te m p te rs  a n d  agencies of eso te ric  
ev il re s id e  in  th e  shadow 's of th e  sp ir i t­
u a l  n ig h t. T h e y  seek to  lu re  th e  d evou t 
on e  fro m  th e  P a th , a n d  to  te m p t h im  
in to  b y w ay s . T h e y  u rg e  h im  to  a b an d o n  
h is  d ire c t course . T h e y  in flu en ce  h is  
th in k in g  a n d  h is  ju d g m e n t. T h e y  offer 
a  b r ig h te r  l ig h t  g u a ra n te e d  to  b r in g  a 
b r ig h te r  d ay .

T h e y  speak  g lib ly  of free d o m  of th e  
soul. T h e y  su gg est th a t  th e  in d e p e n d e n t 
w a y , th e  n e w  w a y , th e  open , v irg in , 
u n tra m m e le d  p a th  th ro u g h  a n  im a g ­
in a r y  c o u n try  o f u n e x p lo re d  m a rv e ls  
w ill  be  th e  r ic h e s t in  its  re w a rd s . T h e y  
p o in t o u t th e  tr ib u la tio n s  th a t  h av e  
a lre a d y  b een  e n d u re d , a n d  e n la rg e  
th e m  in to  m o u n ta in s . T h e y  speak  w ords 
of d o u b t re g a rd in g  th e  s in c e rity , an d  
th e  goodness of tho se  w h o  a re  y o u r  
co m p an io n s  a n d  y o u r  gu ides. T h e y  
e lab o ra te  u p o n  th e  fa ilu re s  y o u  m a y  
h a v e  h a d , a n d  th e y  fo s te r th e  l it t le  
doub ts th a t  m a y  h a v e  com e to  y o u , a n d  
m a tu re  th e m  in to  en o rm o u s  size. B u t 
th e y  n e v e r  e x p la in  w h y  th e y  com e to 
y o u  as em issa ries  of g re a te r  re w a rd s  
a n d  r ic h e r  b en efits  a n d  y e t  d w ell o n ly  
in  th e  shadow s. T h e y  n e v e r  e x p la in  
w h y  th e y  a re  n o t fo u n d  a n d  m e t w ith  
in  th e  h ig h lig h ts  of life , a n d  in  th e  d a y ­
lig h t  of y o u r  jo u rn e y . T h e y  do n o t r e ­
v e a l th em se lv es  as p a r t  of th e  shadow , 
b u t  leav e  y o u  to  d iscover th is  a f te r  y o u  
h a v e  jo in ed  w ith  th e m  in  th e ir  w o rk  
of c re a tin g  u n h a p p in e ss , u n re s t,  a n d  
d isco n ten t. F o r  th is  re a so n  y o u r  eyes 
sh ou ld  be k e p t look ing  fo rw a rd , a n tic ­
ip a tin g  th e  d a w n  th a t  lies b ey o n d  th e  
n ig h t, a n d  y o u r  ea rs  a n d  h e a r t  lis te n in g  
to  th e  voices o f th o se  w h o  sing  th e ir  
songs a n d  spe ll th e ir  th e m es  of in s p ira ­
tio n  in  th e  d a y tim e , a n d  in  th e  g lo rious 
l ig h t th a t  p reced es th e ir  fa lse , e v e r ob­
scu re  n ig h t.

V A V

A  kind act should close the mouth of him who does it and open the mouth of 
him who receives it. —an Ita lia n  proverb
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e p t e m b e r  a n d  O ctober a re  
a lw a y s  p o p u la r  as R a lly  
m o n th s . T h is  y e a r  m a n y  
Lodges co n c lud ed  success­
fu l ra llie s  d u r in g  those  
m o n th s . A s is also  u su a l, 
th e  officers a t  R o sic ru c ian  
P a rk  a tte n d e d  w h e n e v e r  
possib le . T h e  Im p e ra to r ,

. M . L ew is, w as  th e  fe a ­
tu re d  sp eak e r a t  th e  Q u e tza lco a tl L odge 
R a lly  in  M ex ico  C ity . T h e  G ra n d  M a s ­
te r , F r a te r  R o d m an  R. C lay  son, v is ited  
S o u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia . T h e  G ra n d  S ecre­
ta ry ,  F r a te r  H a rv e y  M iles , m a d e  a to u r  
of Lodges a n d  C h a p te rs  in  W e s te rn  
C a n a d a . T h e  G ra n d  T re a s u re r , F r a te r  
Ja m e s  R. W h itc o m b , ad d ressed  m e m ­
b ers  a t  ra llie s  in  D a y to n , O hio ; D e tro it, 
M ic h ig a n ; a n d  N e w  Y ork  C ity .

V A V 
E a r th q u a k e s  a re  a  l i t t le  lik e  N e w  

E n g la n d  w e a th e r  acc o rd in g  to  M a rk  
T w a in ’s re p o rt:  E v e ry b o d y  ta lk s  a b o u t 
th e m  b u t  n o th in g  too m u c h  c a n  be done. 
Som e n in e  th o u sa n d  a re  re p o r te d  ev e ry  
y e a r— n o t a ll in  C a lifo rn ia , h o w ev er. 
T h e y  a re , th e re fo re , to  be  c lassed  as 
n o rm a l o ccu rren ces. T h e y  a re  th e  
e a r th ’s m e th o d  of k e e p in g  its  b a lan ce . 
W h e re v e r  h ig h  m o u n ta in s  r u n  s te ep ly  
in to  th e  sea, th e  se ism ic ity  o r  te n d e n c y  
to w a rd  sh if t in g  is g re a te r . T h is  is th e  
case  a lo n g  th e  P ac ific  C oast of th e  
U n ite d  S ta tes. T h e  re c e n t q u ak e  a b o u t 
w h ic h  m a n y  m e m b e rs  w e re  co n cern ed  
w as n o t  in  a n y  sense to  b e  m e n tio n e d  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  T e h a c h a p i  on e  o r th e  
1906 p rize  u p h e a v a l w h ic h  lev e led  S an  
F ran c isco . A n d  a r e n ’t  w e  g lad  i t  w a s n ’t! 
[T h o se  p a r t ic u la r ly  in te re s te d  m ig h t 
w a n t  to  c o n su lt th e ir  D igest files fo r  tw o 
a rtic le s  on  th e  sub jec t: “ P sy c h ic  E ffec t 
o f E a r th q u a k e s”  (A u g ., Sept. 1945) a n d

“ E a rth q u a k e s  a n d  N erv o u s  R esponses” 
(J u n e  1 9 4 6 ).]

V A V
V isito rs  to  th e  c u r r e n t  d isp la y  in  th e  

R o s ic ru c ian  E g y p tia n , O rien ta l M u se u m  
w e re  g iv en  a n o th e r  a r t  lesson  in  Sep­
te m b e r. T h e  f irs t tw e n ty  p a in tin g s  of 
a rtis ts  w o r th y  o f reco g n itio n  selected  
b y  th e  “ M u se u m  P u rc h a se  F u n d ” w ere  
o n  d isp lay . T h e  p u rp o se  of such  a fu n d , 
e s tab lish ed  b y  G lo ria  V a n d e rb ilt  S to­
kow sk i, is to  e n c o u rag e  c o n te m p o ra ry  
a r tis ts  re s id e n t  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes 
th ro u g h  p u rc h a se  o f th e ir  w ork . E v e n ­
tu a lly , i t  is ho ped , m u seu m s w ill  select 
p ic tu re s  fo r th e ir  p e rm a n e n t  collections 
fro m  th is  ap p ro v ed  stockpile . Recog­
n iz e d  a u th o rit ie s  h a d  chosen  th e se  tw e n ­
ty  p a in tin g s  as o u ts ta n d in g  a n d  fo r  th a t  
re a so n  th e  show  w as  o u ts ta n d in g .

T h e  resp o n se  o f m ost v isito rs co n ­
tin u e d  to  be  in te lle c tu a l r a th e r  th a n  
em o tio n a l a n d  p sycho lo g ica l b ias w as 
n o t  lack ing . H o w ev er, in  m o st cases 
o u tr ig h t  a sp e rs io n  w as fo re s ta lled  b y  
th e  b ro ad  H o g a r th ia n  c a r ic a tu re  b y  
B e n ja m in  K o p m a n  e n title d  G a lle ry  
V isito rs . W i th  r is ib ilitie s  s tirre d , th e  
o th e r  o fferings b ecam e m o re  in tr ig u in g . 
E m o tio n a lly  evoca tive  w ere  L a r r y  R iv­
e rs ’ T h e  B u ria l  a n d  R o b ert D e N iro ’s 
C ru c ifix io n . P a u l  M o m m e r’s W h ite  I n ­
ter io r  a n d  W ill ia m  C ongdon’s V ero na  
p ro v ed  p ro v oca tiv e , a n d  H a r r y  J a c k ­
so n ’s u t t e r ly  a b s tra c t T a ll  B lu e  w as 
e s th e tic a lly  a ttra c tiv e . Som e o fferings 
w e re  d e fin ite ly  fo r  th e  in i t ia te  a lth o u g h  
one la y m a n  fo u n d  R a lp h  D u  C asse’s 
C h in ese  D og , M e n u c h e m  Y ek ta i’s P in k  
T a b le , a n d  A ttilio  S a le m m e ’s H a lf  P ast 
T h r e e  o r ig in a l a n d  w ry ly  am usin g . 
S ponso red  b y  th e  A m e ric a n  F e d e ra tio n  
o f A rts , th e  e x h ib it w ill  be w id e ly



sh ow n  th ro u g h o u t th e  S ta tes. I t  is d e ­
c id ed ly  w o rth  seeing.V A V

In  S ep tem b er, S o ro r M a rg a re t  C h a m ­
b e rla in , w h o  h as  served  so fa i th fu l ly  as 
C olom be C o u n se lo r fo r  a  p erio d  o f m o re  
th a n  fo u r  y e a rs , re s ig n e d  h e r  d u ties . 
I t  w as w ith  g e n u in e  re g re t  th a t  th e  
e n tire  s ta ff b ad e  h e r  good-bye. S o ro r 
Jo se p h in e  W a m k e n , P a s t  M a s te r  of 
Jo h n  O ’D o n n e ll Lodge of B a ltim o re , h as  
a lre a d y  b eg u n  h e r  d u tie s  as S oro r 
C h a m b e r la in ’s successor. T h u s  th e  la ­
b o r of love becom es a p a t te rn  w oven  
b y  m a n y  lo y a l h an d s.* * *

A n o th e r  d e p a r tu re  of a s ta ff m e m b e r 
m e rits  a  va le te  ac p la u d ite :  F r a te r  
O ronzo  A bbateco la , fo r  som e y e a rs  s ta ff 
a r t is t , d ire c to r  of th e  A r t  G a lle ry , a n d  
in s tru c to r  of a r t  in  R .C .U . r e tu rn e d  to 
Los A ngeles  to  devo te  h im se lf  m o re  
fu l ly  to  c rea tiv e  w ork . L e a v in g  as h e  
d id  so m u c h  of h im se lf  a n d  h is  w o rk  
in  R o sic ru c ian  P a rk , h e  w ill  in  n o  w ise  
be  fo rg o tten . V A V

E v e ry  schoolboy  k now s a b o u t H e n ry  
W a d sw o r th  L o n g fe llo w ’s e x p e r i e n c e  
w ith  a n  a rro w . I f  I  w e re  a L o ngfe llow  
(w h ic h  I  a m  n o t)  a n d  i f  p o e try  h a d  
space in  th e  D igest (w h ic h  i t  h a s  n o t) ,  
I  cou ld  w ax  e q u a lly  ly r ic  a b o u t a  le t te r  
a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  it: I  w ro te  a  
le tte r  in  fo r ty -n in e  to M .H .V . in  w h ic h  
I  a sked  th a t sh e  a n sw e r  m e . T h e  y e a rs  
d isso lved  b u t n o  a n sw e r  c a m e , so 1 
d ecid ed  th a t th e  m a ils  w e re  to  b lam e. 
T h is  m o rn in g , th o u g h , w i th  grea t su r ­
p rise  I  f in d  th a t M ’s a n sw e r  be fore  m e

lies. S ix  y e a rs , w e  m u s t  re m e m b e r , is 
s till d u ra t io n  of consciousness— a n d  th e  
m a ils  do go th ro u g h . T h is  m a y  e n ­
c o u rag e  im p a t ie n t  N e o p h y te s  w a itin g  
to  h e a r  fro m  th e ir  C lass m a ste rs .V A V

S ince th e  a r tic le , “ Bees a n d  R oyal 
J e l ly ,” in  th e  A u g u s t, 1955 D igest, 
b ro u g h t su ch  liv e  response , i t  m ig h t be 
w ell to in fo rm  th e  re a d e rs  th a t  re se a rc h  
is go ing  on  in  n u m e ro u s  p laces, in c lu d ­
in g  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity , C o rn e ll U n i­
v e rs ity , T h e  C a n c e r  In s ti tu te  of M ia m i, 
T e x a s  A . & M . C ollege, a n d  b y  su ch  
in d iv id u a ls  as D r. T . H . M cG av ack  a t  
F lo w e r-F if th  A v e n u e  H o sp ita l in  N ew  
Y ork , P ro fesso r G . F . T o w n se n d  of th e  
O n t a r i o  A g r ic u ltu ra l  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  
W e rn e r  W o lff, P ro fe sso r of P sy ch o log y  
a t  B ard  C ollege, A n n a n d a le -O n -H u d so n , 
N e w  Y ork . T h e  la s t n a m e d  is in te r ­
ested  in  c a r ry in g  o u t som e e x p e rim e n ts  
w ith  ro y a l  je l ly  fro m  a psycho log ica l 
v ie w p o in t.

So m u c h  e ffo rt sh ou ld  b r in g  som e e n ­
lig h te n in g  in fo rm a tio n  o n  n u tr i t io n  an d  
th e  w o rk  of th e  bee.V A V

D ja k a r ta , J a v a , is n o w  th e  See o f th e  
G ra n d  L odge of A M O R C  in  In d o n e sia . 
U n d e r  a spec ia l d isp en sa tio n  c h a r te r  
issued  b y  th e  Im p e ra to r , R a lp h  M . 
L ew is, th e  G ra n d  L odge h as  b een  r e ­
es tab lish ed  w ith  th e  fu ll  con fidence  an d  
co o p e ra tio n  o f th is  ju r isd ic tio n . T h e  
G ra n d  M a s te r  is T jia  V o n  T ja n . A ll 
m e m b e rs  l iv in g  in  In d o n e s ia  o r v is itin g  
th a t  a re a  a re  in v ite d  to  m e e t w ith  th e ir  
b re th re n  a n d  a ssis t th e m  in  sp re a d in g  
R C  L ig h t.
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Marriage of Wit and Wisdom
By  M y r l  L e w a r k  B r i s t o l ,  M. A., F. R. C.

he literary antiquary, like any collector of antiques, sometimes finds himself, to his great satisfaction, in possession of a set of something: for instance, a set of books, not iden­tical, not by the same author, n o t  p r in te d  in  th e  same shop nor in the same half-century, and yet essentially the same, books which belong together.
S u ch  a se t is a  t r ia d  o f d ra m a tic  

re lic s  o f th e  1 6 th  c e n tu ry , d a te d  r e ­
sp ec tiv e ly  1540, 1570, a n d  1579. T h e y  
a re  lik e  c la y  vessels fo u n d  b y  d if fe re n t 
l i te r a r y  archeo log ists  in  v a rio u s  k itc h e n  
m id d en s , i.e., in  th is  case, a u c tio n  sales. 
A lth o u g h  th e y  a re  n o t  a lik e  in  color, 
sh ap e , o r  d eco ra tiv e  d e ta il, th e y  b e a r  
th e  m a rk  of th e  sa m e  p o tte r ’s th u m b .

T h e y  a re  ca lled , fro m  th e  n a m e  of 
th e  c h ie f c h a ra c te r , th e  W it-P la y s .  
W h a t  a re  th e y ?  T h e  l i te r a r y  c ritic , 
th a t  sc ien tific  w o lf in  th e  p o etic  sheep- 
fo ld , classifies th e m  as i n t e r l u d u s  
m oralis. N o tin g  c e r ta in  fa m ily  re se m ­
b lances, w h ic h  E liz a b e th a n  d ra m a  in ­
h e r i te d  fro m  som e source , h e  m ig h t 
w e ll d e c la re  th e  W it-P la y s  to  be  a  r e ­
m o te  an c e s to r— o r r a th e r ,  th e  im m e d i­
a te  fo re b e a r— of th e  S h ak esp ea re  P lay s : 
a n ice , d e sp e ra te  su b jec t fo r  a g ra d u a te  
thesis! O r, to  descen d  to  th e  d e p th  of 
a b s u r d i t y ,  th e se  d ra m a tic  re m a in s , 
w h ic h  re v e a l th e  E liz a b e th a n  m in d  in  
th e  m a k in g , m ig h t  ev en  fu rn is h  th e  
p re te x t  fo r  a n  a m a te u r  l i te r a r y  p sy ­
cho log ist like  m y se lf  to  ex c la im , “ W h a t  
h a v e  w e  h e re ?  A ha! A  y o u n g  J u n g !” —

w h ic h  w o u ld  fu rn is h  th e  in c e n tiv e  fo r 
a  q u ic k  m u rd e r .

A ll le v ity  aside , th e re  is  som e excuse 
fo r  re a d in g  th e se  p la y s  b y  th e  l ig h t  of 
D r. J u n g ’s a n a ly tic a l  p sycho logy , fo r 
th e  re a so n  th a t  y o u  c a n  re a d  a lm ost 
a n y th in g  b y  i t ,  a n d  fo r th e  spec ia l re a ­
son  th a t  th e  p la y s  b r in g  u p  th e  c h a r ­
a c te r is tic a lly  J u n g i a n  “p ro b le m  of 
opposite s,” w h ic h  of course  is J u n g ’s 
o n ly  b y  th e  r ig h t  o f re -d isco v ery ; th e  
age-o ld  p ro b le m  itse lf  h as  b een  ex ­
h u m e d , a n d  k icked  a ro u n d  in  one gu ise 
o r a n o th e r , b y  e v e ry  p h ilo so p h e r fro m  
A u g u s tin e  to  Z w in g li. Be a ssu red  th a t  
I  h a v e  n o  in te n t io n  of t ry in g  to  a n a ly z e , 
m u c h  less p sy c h o an a ly ze , th e  W it-  
P la ys. N e i th e r  do I  p ropose  to  tra c e  
th e ir  l i te r a r y  p ro g e n y , th o u g h  I  am  
su re  th e y  w e re  q u ite  p ro lific . I  h av e  
th e  w it, fo r  once, to  fo rego  w h a t  I  h a v e  
n o t th e  w isd o m  to  execu te .

A n o th e r  co llec to r of a n tiq u itie s , th e  
l i te r a r y  a n th ro p o lo g is t, m ig h t  seize u p ­
o n  th e  W it-P la y s  as  sp ecim ens of a 
p rim itiv e  in i t ia to ry  re p rese n ta tio n  d e­
riv e d  fro m  th e  a n c ie n t M y s te rie s , re f ­
e rab le  to  H o m o-sa p ien s  R osicrucianus. 
S p y in g  th e m  a m id s t a  h e a p  of ru b b le , 
h e  w o u ld  p ro c la im — w h o  cou ld  p re v e n t 
h im ? — th a t  th e se  sm a ll d ra m a tic  pieces 
a re  v e r ita b le  gem s a d o rn in g  th e  corpus  
re lic ti  of e a r ly  S e cre t Societies in  E n g ­
la n d , th a t  th e y  a re  vessels of t ra n sm is ­
sion, th e  16 th  c e n tu ry  v e rs io n  of th e  
a rc h e ty p a l  q u e s t e n a c te d  in  th e  G reek  
r i tu a l  d ram as .

I n  th e  p re sen ce  of so g ra v e  a  p ro b ­
a b ili ty , le t  u s  t r y  n o t to  be face tious. 
O ne  fa c t  is u n d e n ia b le : T h e  W it-P la y s



a re  d id ac tic  in  p u rp ose , a n d  th a t  p u r ­
pose is n o  less th a n  to  te a c h  th e  a d ­
m o n itio n  w h ic h  w as ca rv ed  above th e  
p o r ta l  o f th e  T e m p le  to  A po llo -D io n y sus 
a t  D e lp h i, loca ted  a t  th e  foo t of M t. 
P a rn a ssu s , a n d  w h ic h  fo rm s th e  t i t le  
of th a t  g re a t  p h ilo sop h ica l p o em  of th e  
16 th  c e n tu ry , N o sce  T e ip s u m ,  b y  S ir  
J o h n  D av ies ; a n d  w h ic h , in d e e d , i n ­
fo rm s th e  m o d e m  p h ilo so p h ica l te a c h ­
in g  a n d  th e  th e ra p e u tic  p ro ced u res  
b ased  u p o n  i t  o f D r. C a rl G u s ta v  J u n g —  Know T h yself.

T h e se  l it t le  a llegories  do n o t  dep ic t, 
as D r. J u n g ’s n u m e ro u s  v o lu m es do, 
th e  colossal s tru g g le  b e tw e e n  th e  Ego- 
consciousness a n d  th e  m o n s te rs  w h ic h  
lu rk  in  th e  d e p th s  of th e  U nco n sc io u s. 
T h e y  a im  to  p o r tr a y  th e  e ffo rt of in n a te  
in te llig e n c e  to  ach iev e  its  h ig h e s t pos­
sib le  exp ression . T h e re  is a g ia n t  m o n ­
s te r  o n  th e  h e ig h ts , as w e ll as o n e  in  
th e  d ep th s , w h o  blocks th e  p a th  an d  
seeks to  d e s tro y  e v e ry o n e  w h o  a sp ires  
to  a p p ro a c h  th e  h o use  of W isd o m . W it, 
th e  su ito r  fo r  th e  h a n d  o f W isd o m , is 
n o  m a tc h  fo r  th a t  m o n s te r  in  b o d ily  
s tre n g th , b u t  h e  does f in d  a  w a y . H e  
o u tw its  h im .

T h e se  e x a c t title s  a n d  p u b lish e rs  of 
m o d e m  ed itions w ill  e n a b le  a n y o n e  
w ho  m a y  be in te re s te d  to  c o n su lt th e m  
fu r th e r :

1— The Moral Play of W it and Science (1540), by John Redford, edited by James Orchard H a l l iw e l l ,  printed for The Shakespeare Society, London, 1848. Shake­speare Society Publications, No. 37
2— The Marriage of W it and Science (1570) (Anonymous)
3— A  Contract of Marriage Between W it and Wisdom  (1579), both edited by JohnS. Farmer, printed for The Early English Drama Society, London, 1908. Early English Dramatists, Series 4
T h e  se ttin g  fo r  a ll  th r e e  p la y s  is 

b ased  u p o n  th e  l it t le  m icrocosm , th e  
m in d  as th e  im ag e  of a w o rld ly  k in g ­
dom . J u s t  as b y  th e  d o c tr in e  of c o rre ­
spondences one m a y  speak  of th e  
k in g d o m  in  te rm s  of th e  h u m a n  body , 
as F a ls ta ff  does in  th e  speech  b e g in n in g , 
“ I  w o u ld  th a t  y o u  h a d  th e  w it: ‘tw e re  
b e tte r  th a n  y o u r  d u k e d o m ,” (2  H e n r y  
I V ,  IV  3 ) ,  so on e  m a y  speak  of th e  
m in d  in  te rm s  o f th e  k in g d o m . “M y  
m in d  to  m e  a k in g d o m  is . . .,” w ro te  
th e  R o sic ru c ian  poet, S ir  E d w a rd  D y e r. 
H e  m e a n t  n o  m o re , a p p a re n t ly , th a n  
th a t  th e  rich es  o f th e  m in d  a re  com ­

p a ra b le  to  th e  rich es  of a k in g d o m ; b u t 
m a n y  a n o th e r  E liz a b e th a n  w as d ra w ­
in g  th e  p a ra l le l  of a  re a lm  of w h ic h  
R eason  ( th e  p rocess— w h ic h  is th e  basis 
o f u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h ic h  is th e  basis of 
w isdom — b y  w h ic h  th e  in te lle c t  co n sid ­
ers  m a te r ia l  th in g s )  is K in g  a n d  W it  
( th e  F iv e  W its , th e  F iv e  In n e r  a n d  
O u te r  Senses, th e  C om m on  Sense, th e  
S ix th  Sense, th e  S en sitiv e  Soul, one of 
th e  F iv e  P o w ers  of th e  Soul, e tc .— i.e ., 
th e  w h o le  process of sen s itiv e  a p p re ­
h e n s io n )  is K eep e r of th e  G ates.

T h e  p lo t, ac tio n , fra m e w o rk , ske le ton  
— th a t  w h ic h  I  h a v e  ca lled  th e  p o tte r ’s 
th u m b , th e  sh a p in g  fo rce— th e  fu n d a ­
m e n ta l  p ro p ositio n , is th e  sam e  fo r  a ll 
th re e  p lay s :

W it, aspiring to m arry  Science or Wisdom, who dwells upon the mount or hill of Par­nassus, begins the journey up the mountain; encounters the monster and is defeated; en­counters him a second time and slays him; reaches the summit and marries the lady.
Common also to all three plays are features which are of varying importance and order of sequence: W it’s friends and enemies, the trans­formation, the tokens, the weapons, the mirror.
T h e  tw o  f irs t p la y s  a re  s im ila r  in  so 

m a n y  resp ec ts  as to  be  a lm o st id e n tica l, 
ex cep t in  th e  o u te r  d ress, th e  sm a lle s t 
d e ta ils— a n d  th a t  in  sp ite  of th e  fa c t 
th a t  th i r ty  y e a rs  p assed  b e tw e e n  th e  
p u b lic a tio n  of th e  on e  a n d  th e  o th e r. 
B u t o n ly  n in e  y e a rs  la te r , th e  sam e 
p la y  a p p e a rs  in  a  d if fe re n t d ress, c u t  
u p o n  a  s lig h tly  d if fe re n t p a t te rn , th o u g h  
n o th in g  m o re  ra d ic a l  in  design , re a lly , 
th a n  w o u ld  be  a  c a t  w ith  tw o  ta ils . T h e  
p lo t shapes u p  in  th e  n o rm a l m a n n e r  
u n t i l  th e  v e ry  end , a n d  th e re b y  h an g s  
th e  second  ta le — W it  m e e ts  a n o th e r  
m o n ste r!  a n d  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  a ll 
d a y  w ith  h im  if  a f r ie n d  of th e  fa m ily  
h a d  n o t  b een  on  h a n d  to  save h im .

So w h a t  w e  h a v e  in  th is  se t of books 
is a  so rt o f p ro sp ec tu s  fo r  a  school o r 
college. T h e  p o in t to  b e  n o ted , h o w ­
ever, is  th a t  th e se  p la y s  a re  th e  sam e  
p la y  o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  th e y  re p ­
re s e n t  s e p a ra te  courses of s tu d y  a ll le a d ­
in g  to  th e  sam e deg ree , n o n e  of wrh ic h  
is p re re q u is ite  to  th e  o th ers. T h e  d ip lo ­
m a  is lic en se  to  w ed  th e  la d y  o f P a rn a s ­
sus, th e  m o u n ta in  u p o n  w h ic h  res id e  
th e  seven  M uses, o r  th e  N in e  M uses, 
as som e say . B y  th e  t im e  o f th e  th i rd  
p la y , so m e th in g  h a s  h a p p e n e d  to  d e a r  
o ld  A lm a  M a te r— p e rh a p s  a n  in c re a se d



g ra n t  fro m  th e  tru s te e s  h a s  e n a b le d  h e r  
to  ad d  th a t  second  m o n s te r  to  C o u rse  3.

I n  th e  p la y s  of 1540 a n d  1570, th e  
la d y , S c ience (S c ie n tia , K n o w le d g e ) , is 
th e  d a u g h te r  of R eason , th e  p re s id e n t 
of th e  school, a n d  h is  w ife , E x p e rie n c e ; 
th e  p u p il, "Wit, is  th e  son  of N a tu re . 
B u t in  th e  p la y  of 1579, D am e  W isd o m , 
d escen t u n re v e a le d , is th e  p re s id e n t;  
an d  W it  is  th e  o ffsp rin g  of th e  d u a l 
b ra n c h  of th e  fa m ily , of a  p a ir  of m o ra l 
opposites n a m e d  S e v e rity  a n d  I n d u l ­
gence, a n d  n o  m o re  idea l a  coun le  fo r 
p ro d u c in g  a w a n d e r in g  w i t  cou ld  o n e  
h o pe  to  fin d .

W h a t  I  a m  t ry in g  to  em p h a s iz e  is 
th a t  th e se  p la y s  a re , a n d  a re  n o t, th e  
sam e  p la y . A  s ta te m e n t like  th a t  a l ­
w a y s  sounds id io tic , if  le f t  a t  th a t .  I t  
m e re ly  m e a n s , fo r ex am p le , th a t  th is  
b a ll of fluff a n d  th a t  sh ag g y  co u sin  of 
th e  w o lf a re  b o th  ca n is  fa m ilia r is , b u t 
th is  F re n c h  poodle is n o t e x a c tly  th a t  
G e rm a n  sh ep h e rd . O r, to  ch a n g e  th e  
fig u re , a p lo t is lik e  a sy m b o l, p e rh a p s  
i t  is a sym bo l, a vessel th a t  w ill  c a r r y  
a n y th in g  one chooses to  p u t  in to  it, 
w h e th e r  w a te r , w in e , o r v in e g a r— or, 
a l te rn a tiv e  to  th e  la t te r ,  th a t  m y s te r io u s  
a n d  p o w e rfu l d is tilla tio n , th e  Q u in t  
E ssence!

S o m eth in g  h a s  s u re ly  h a p p e n e d  b y  
1579— som e w e d d in g  g u es t h as  d ilu te d  
th e  w in e , o r else tu rn e d  i t  in to  w a te r  
o r so m eth in g . In  p la y  N o. 1, W it  e n ­
ro lls  as a f re sh m a n , i.e. b eg in s  h is  q u e s t 
fo r  K now ledge, acc o m p an ied  b y  In s tr u c ­
tio n , S tu d y , a n d  D iligence . I n  p la y  N o.
2, h e  s ta r ts  o u t w ith  h is  y o u n g  k in s ­
m a n , W ill, a n d  is jo in ed  la te r  b y  I n ­
s tru c tio n , S tu d y , a n d  D ilig en ce . I n  N o.
3, h e  n e v e r  m e e ts  a n y  of th e se  c h a r ­
ac te rs . H is  fa th e r , re a liz in g  th a t  to  
p ro v id e  W it  w ith  le a rn in g  is g o in ^  to  
cost h im  a p ile  of m o n e y , a n d  h a v in g , 
th e re fo re , a n  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  am b itio n  
th a t  h is  son sh o u ld  a c q u ire  W isd o m , 
as  sh e  is re p u te d ly  ro l lin g  in  it, a d ­
vises h im  to  a p p ly  h is  book; b u t  if  ev er 
h e  w as seen  to  c rac k  a book, i t  m u s t 
h a v e  b een  e x tra c u rr ic u la r .

S c a rce ly  h as  he  p a rk e d  h is  co n v e rtib le  T he  in  f ro n t  of th e  f r a te r n i ty  h o u se  th a n  a
Rosicrucian son Ignorancei a  fe llow  n a m e d  Id le- ness, s ta r ts  ru s h in g  h im — gets h im  a U tgest b lin d  d a te  w ith  th e  doll, W a n to n n e ss ,N ovem ber  -whom h e  in tro d u c e s  as a  g e n tle w o m a n  
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cap ad es la te r , lead s h im  to  th e  d e n  of 
h is  tw in  b ro th e r , Irk so m en ess  th e  M o n ­
s te r. T h e  o u tco m e o f th e  m e e tin g  is 
as ex p ec ted , W it  k ills  Irk so m en ess—  
th a t  is, h e  u n m a sk s  h im ; o r  a n y w a y , he  
com es o u t w ith  th e  g ia n t’s v iso r u p o n  
h is  sw ord , p re su m a b ly  w ith  th e  g ia n t’s 
h e a d  inside . So th a t  w as it, h e  h a d  it 
m a d e , w ith  W isd o m  w a itin g  a t  th e  
c h u rc h — a n d  w h a t  does h e  do, th e  d im ­
w it?  H e  ru n s  back  h o m e to  te ll fa th e r  
th e  n ew s. O n  th e  w a y  h e  le ts  h im se lf 
be  p icked  u p  b y  a f a i r  d am e , F a n c y  
h e r  n a m e  is, p o sin g  as a f r ie n d  of W is ­
dom , w h o  tr ie s  to  g e t h is  f r a te rn i ty  p in  
a n d  fa il in g  th a t ,  d e liv ers  h im  o v er to  
som e of h e r  fo lks w h o  c h a in  h im  u p  
in  a ro o m  w ith  som e g h a s tly , u n n a m e d  
T h in g , th e  o th e r  m o n s te r. H e  is rescu ed  
b y  G ood N u r tu re ,  w h o  as u su a l com es 
to  h is  a id  w h e n  h e  is in  need .

In  th e  f irs t  p la y s , W it, as p e rcep tiv e  
a n d  ap p e rc e p tiv e  p o w er, h a s  to  choose 
h is  p a th  a n d  fo rce  h is  w a y  th ro u g h  
m a n y  d o ub le  doors (p a irs  of opposites) 
as h e  to ils s low ly  to w a rd  th e  top . In  
th e  th ird ,  W it— a lm o st w e m ig h t call 
h im  W i t  th e  W itle s s— son of a v e ry  
p ro m in e n t  “ d o u b le  door,”  h o n e s t l y  
w o u ld  n o t k n o w  a door fro m  a  h o le  in  
th e  w a ll;  b u t  o n  a c c o u n t of n o  m e r it  of 
h is  ow n , h e  gets th ro u g h , n o tw ith s ta n d ­
in g , T h e  p ro b le m  of opposites is no  
p ro b le m  to  h im  b ecau se  ne w as b o rn  
to  it. T h a t ’s w h y  h e  m akes  n o  d is tin c ­
tio n  b e tw e e n  th is  a n d  th a t:  R ecrea tion  
o r  Id len ess, C a tch  o r S n a tch , M ir th  o r 
W a n to n n e s s , F a n c y  o r  W isd o m — a ll is 
on e  to  h im ! B u t n o  m a tte r— m a r r y  fo r  
love o r m a r r y  fo r  m o n e y , b u t  m a r ry  
th e  D am e, is th e  fa m ily  po licy .

T h e  W it-P la y s  w ill  p ro v e  in s tru c tiv e  
a n d  a m u s in g  to  those  w h o  ca n  g e t p a s t 
t h a t  o ld  g ia n t  T ed io u sn ess  o r I rk so m e­
n ess  w h o  w a its  to  b e a t th e  b ra in s  of a ll 
w h o  a t te m p t  to  re a d  th e m . The;y do 
look r a th e r  fo rb id d in g , w ith  th e  soil of 
th e ir  a rc h a ic  s ty le  s till u p o n  th e m . T h e  
h e ro  is o n ly  m o th e r-w it, w h o  som e­
tim es  b ehaves lik e  a h a lf-w it, o r  a n i t ­
w it;  y e t, th e  p la y s  as a  w h o le  a re  b o th  
w itty  a n d  wise.

I  do n o t re c o m m e n d  th e m  to  a ll a n d  
su n d ry , because  I  re a liz e  th a t  th e re  a re  
s till in  th e  w o rld  v irg in -p u re  souls w h o  
ta k e  th e ir  w isdom  s tra ig h t— n o  v u lg a r  
w ittic ism , i f  y o u  p lease , in  th is  house!—  
u p r ig h t  souls w h o  on  g e n e ra l p rin c ip le s



look d o w n  th e ir  a r is to c ra tic  b lu e  noses 
a t  th is  so c ia lly  u n su ita b le  m a rr ia g e . 
P rin cess  w eds so a n d  so— n o t  th a t  i t  i s n ’t  
subversive , b u t th e  in d ec en cy , m y  dear! 
T h e y  fo rg e t, o r  p e rh a p s  th e ir  U n c o n ­
scious h as  n o t  y e t  rev ea led , th a t  i t  is 
a n  o ld  ro y a l  cu s to m  fo r  th e  K in g  to  
b estow  th e  P rin cess , a n d  e v e n tu a lly  
h is  th ro n e , c ro w n , a n d  scep te r u p o n  th e  
low -bo rn  y o u th — u s u a lly  a  P r in c e  in  
d isgu ise , i f  th a t  w o u ld  be a  b a lm  to  
th e ir  w o u n d — w h o  r id s  th e  K ing d o m  
of d e v o u rin g  m o n ste rs . T h is  m a rr ia g e  
is c e r ta in ly  on e  of th e  m o s t a n c ie n t 
o f a rc h e ty p a l  im ages. I t  is th e  su b s ta n c e  
of e v e ry  ro m a n tic  fa i ry  ta le  e v e r  to ld .

A n d  so I  m e re ly  m e n tio n  th e  W it-  
P la ys , fo r  th e  b en e fit of tho se  w h o  co l­
lec t th e ir  a n tiq u e s  n o t fo r  th e  sake of 
o w n in g  th e m , b u t fo r  th e  sake  o f pos­
sessing  th e m  in  love, w h e re v e r  a n a  in  
w h a tso e v e r s ta te  th e y  fin d  th e m — an d  
leav e  th e m ; b ecau se  som e of th e  s tu ff 
w e w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  in  th e  h o use— im a g ­
in e  a S p h in x  in  th e  d ra w in g  room !

T h e  W it-P la y s  a re  fo r  th o se  w h o  lik e  
to  d iscover sets of th in g s , fo r  those  w h o  
seek  u n i ty  a m id s t d iv e rs ity , o r  v ice  
versa — esp ec ia lly  v ice  versa . E v e ry  col­
lec to r seeks u n i ty  p r im a r i ly  w ith  th e  
d re a m  of fin d in g , so m ew h ere  a n d  som e­
tim e , th e  d iv e rse  th in g , th e  u n iq u e  ob­
jec t, fo r  h e  rea lize s  th a t  w ith o u t u n ity , 
w ith o u t som e n o rm  to  d e p a r t  fro m , 
th e re  c a n  be n o  d iv e rs ity , n o  r a r i ty ;  
ju s t  as, o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , w ith o u t 
d iv e rs ity  n o  u n i ty  is possib le— n o th in g  
b u t  u n a n im ity , h o -h um ! W e  set-collec- 
to rs  do n o t  p e rce iv e  in  th e  m a rr ia g e  of 
w it  a n d  w isd o m  a n y  a ffro n t to  good 
ta s te ;  q u ite  th e  opposite— w e feel th a t  
th e y  b e lon g  to g e th e r , like  b re a d  a n d  
b u tte r!  W it  is to  W isd o m  as th e  p u p il 
to  th e  eye , as S ir  J o h n  D av ies  sa id  in  
N o sce  T e ip s u m ,  in  1599,

T h e  w i t— th e  p u p il  o f  th e  
so u l’s c lear e y e ,  

a n d  in  m a n ’s w o r ld  th e  o n ly  
sh in in g  star. . . .

V A V

LE A R N IN G  A T  ITS BEST
On July  11, 1934, the Rose-Croix University of North America was dedicated . . . . 

W hile its student body may never equal in  number those of other universities, its ob­
jects are far different. Those who share in the privileges of this school will not be 
those who seek knowledge or degrees alone to fortify themselves in the business or 
commercial world, but who wish to make the acquisition of knowledge the first con­
sideration for its own sake and as a personal satisfaction in life.

And at Rose-Croix University, a school established exclusively for members, the 
sacred traditions of “freedom in the search” are held inviolate. Here nothing is too 
inconsequential, no field of inquiry limited, no boundaries recognized if knowledge exists 
beyond them.

And note:
• Members of every age and every walk of life gather for this occasion.
• To understand the simply presented, yet stimulating instruction of Rose-Croix 

University, no previous college education is necessary. If you can comprehend 
the Rosicrucian monographs, you will be able to follow these instructions 
easily.

A special three-week session was especially planned for each summer period so that 
as many members as possible could find the time and opportunity to attend. In  1956, 
the summer term begins Monday, June 18 and closes Saturday, Ju ly  7. As there are 
special preparations which must be made in advance, we advise you to write now and 
ask for your free copy of the Story of Learning  which describes in detail the courses 
available and how you are to proceed in preparing for the 1956 session.

W rite to:
T H E  R E G IS T R A R , R O S E -C R O IX  U N IV E R S IT Y , San Jose, C alifornia
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rom  m y  observation , i t  
seem s th a t  th e  av e ra g e  
p e rso n  to d a y  h a s  o n ly  a 
v ag u e  idea  of S ir  Isaac  
N e w to n  as th e  m a n  wrho  
d iscovered  th e  la w  of 
g ra v ita tio n  b y  ob se rv in g  
the  fa l l  of a n  ap p le . T h e re  
is a  fe e lin g  th a t  h e  w as  

a m o n u m e n t of ascetic  a u s te r i ty — a n o ­
tio n  th a t  I  h o pe  to  c o n tra d ic t  w i th  th e se  
less fa m il ia r  g lim pses o f th e  h u m a n  side 
of N ew to n .

E m erso n  sa id  th a t  a  g re a t  m a n  is one 
w h o  a d m in is te rs  a shock  to  th e  w o rld , 
a n d  h e  n a m e d  N e w to n  as a n  ex am p le . 
L a g ra n g e  ca lled  N e w to n  “ th e  g re a te s t 
g en iu s  w h o  e v e r  liv e d ,” a n d  C o n d u itt, 
h is  n ep h e w -in -la w , d escrib ed  h im  as “ a 
n a t io n a l  m a n .” In  h is  r e c e n t  life  of 
N e w to n  ( 1 ) ,  A n d ra d e  re m a rk s :

From time to time, in the history of m an­kind there arises a man whose work, whose viewpoint changes the current of human thought, so that all that comes after him bears evidence of his spirit. . . . Such a great pioneer, such a leader was Newton . . . one of the strangest and most baffling figures in the history of human thought.
D u rin g  th e  la s t  y e a rs  of h is  life , in  h is  
positions as p re s id e n t o f th e  R o y a l So­
c ie ty  a n d  M a s te r  of th e  M in t ,  h e  w as, 
to  a d eg ree  u n p re c e d e n te d  fo r  a  m a n  of 
sc ience, th e  idol of th e  B ritish  people. 
B u t th e  g e n e ra l o p in io n  of h im  h a s  
been  th a t  h e  w as  a v e ry  serious, cool, 
d ig n ified  a n d  u n a p p ro a c h a b le  m a n , a l­
m o st p u r ita n ic a l .

C a u tio n  w as a d is tin g u ish in g  p a r t  of 
h is  c h a ra c te r . T h e re  w e re  n o  h u m o ro u s  
books in  h is  l ib ra ry . H e  s h a rp ly  reb u k ed  
H a ile y  fo r  jo k in g  a b o u t w h a t  h e  co n ­
sid e red  a serious su b jec t. H is  n iece , 
C a th e r in e  B a rto n  C o n d u itt , to ld  how  
h e  lik ed  to  d iscuss c h e m is try  w ith  h is  
f r ie n d  V ig a n i, a t  T r in i ty  C ollege, b u t  
w h e n  V ig a n i tr ie d  to  te ll h im  a r isq u e  
s to ry , h e  b ro k e  off a ll a c q u a in ta n c e  
w ith  h im  (2 , vol. I I ,  p. 9 3 ) . H is  secre­
ta ry , H u m p h re y  N e w to n , w h o  k n ew

h im  o n ly  d u r in g  a fe w  y e a rs  w h e n  h e  
w as w o rk in g  h a rd e s t, sa id  h e  saw  N e w ­
to n  la u g h  o n ly  once (3 , p. 57 ; 4, p . 2 5 2 ) ,

. . . upon occasion of asking a friend, to whom he had lent Euclid to read, what progress he had made in that author and how he liked him. The friend answered by desiring to know what use and benefit in life that study would be to him Upon which Sir Isaac was very merry.
O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , S tu k e ley , w ho  

k n e w  N e w to n  in  h is  la te r  y e a rs , goes on  
to  say :

According to m y own observation, tho’ Sir Isaac was of a very serious and compos’d frame of mind, yet I have often seen him laugh, and that upon moderate occasions. H e had in his disposition a natural pleasant­ness of temper and much good nature, very distant from moroseness, attended neither w ith gayety nor levity. He used a good many sayings bordering on joke and wit. In company he behaved very agreeably; courte­ous, affable, he was easily made to smile, if not to laugh.
T h e re  is n o  d o u b t th a t  N e w to n  w as 

e a s ily  i r r i ta te d  a n d  h a d  a  m o rb id  sensi­
tiv en ess  a n d  a n  a b n o rm a l d re a d  of co n ­
tro v e rsy . W h is to n , w h o  q u a rre le d  w ith  
h im , sa id  th a t  “h e  w as of th e  m o st fe a r ­
fu l, c au tio u s  a n d  susp ic ious te m p e r  th a t  
I  e v e r  k n e w .” A n d  F la m steed , w h o  also  
q u a rre le d  w ith  h im , sa id  h e  w as “ in ­
s id ious, am b itio u s  a n d  excessive ly  cov­
e to us of p ra ise  a n d  im p a tie n t  of co n ­
t ra d ic tio n .”  H is  f r ie n d , Jo h n  Locke, 
d esc rib ed  h im  as

. . .  a nice [meaning difficult and over- precise] man to deal with, and a little too apt to raise in himself suspicions where there is no ground.
N e w to n  c e r ta in ly  h a d  a  v e ry  h u m a n  

side. H e  w as g en ero u s in  th e  ex trem e . 
W h ile  a t  college, h e  sp en t 4 sh illin g s 6
Een ce  “ fo r o ran g es fo r m y  s is te r ,” as 

e e n te rs  i t  in  h is  no tebook . L a te r  he  
g av e  50 p o un d s  to w a rd  th e  b u ild in g  of 
a n e w  l ib ra r y  a t  T r in i ty  College, w h ich  
w as a la rg e  d o n a tio n  fo r a professor. H e  
p ro v id ed  a fu n d , fro m  th e  incom e o f  
w h ic h  B ibles w e re  g iv en  each  y e a r  to



poor people, a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  fa th e r  
of h is  “ cn a m b e rfe llo w ,” J o h n  W ick in s . 
W h e n  N e w to n  le f t  T r in i ty ,  h e  gave 
W ick in s  a ll  th e  fu r n i tu r e  in  h is  room s 
(2 , vol. I I ,  p . 8 6 ) . F o r  som e y e a rs , 
N e w to n  su p p o rte d  th e  fa m ily  o f h is  
deceased  n e p h e w -in -la w  P ilk in g to n  (4 , 
p . 2 5 0 ) . H e  m a d e  m a n y  g ifts  to  h is  
n iece , M rs . C o n d u itt  a n d  h e r  h u sb a n d , 
a n d  gave  th e ir  d a u g h te r  4000  p o u n d s  
sh o r tly  befo re  h e  d ied. H e  g av e  S am u el 
C la rk e  500 po un d s fo r t r a n s la t in g  th e  
O p ticks  a n d  p a id  P e m b e rto n  200  p o un d s  
fo r  e d itin g  th e  th i rd  e d itio n  of th e  
P rin c ip ia . T h e  R e v e ren d  Jam e s  P o u n d  
fu rn ish e d  h im  w ith  a s tro n o m ic a l in ­
fo rm a tio n  a n d  rece iv ed  m o re  th a n  100 
p o un d s  as a  fre e  g if t ( 5 ) .  I n  1720 th e  
R oyal S ocie ty  lo s t 600 p o u n d s  b y  su b ­
sc rib in g  to  th e  S o u th  Sea stock, a n d  
N ew to n  o ffered  to  re im b u rse  th e  socie ty , 
b u t  h is  g en ero u s  o ffer w as re fu se d  (3 , p. 
1 3 ). M o re  say s (4 , p . 13 5):

Newton could not bear the sport of hunting and objected to one of his nephews because he killed birds.
C o n d u itt s ta te s  th a t  N e w to n  w as  m u c h  
in te re s te d  in  m a k in g  a n d  im p ro v in g  
e a r  t ru m p e ts  a n d  w e n t to  som e p a in s  
to  describe  th e m  to  a d e a f  m a n  w h o m  
h e  m e t a t  th e  R o y a l Society .

A  no tebook  th a t  N e w to n  h a d  d u r in g  
h is  la s t d ay s  in  school a n d  h is  f irs t  a t  
T r in i ty  C ollege (1 6 5 9 -6 1 ) , w h ic h  firs t 
re a p p e a re d  a t  th e  L y m in g to n  sa le  in  
1936, w as p u rc h a se d  b y  th e  P ilg r im  
T ru s t  in  1950 a n d  p re se n te d  to  T r in i ty  
College L ib ra ry . A s m ig h t  be expected  
of a college f re sh m a n , h e  reco rd s  in  th is  
no tebook  h o w  m u c h  h e  “ lost a t  c a rd s” 
a n d  sp e n t “ a t  y e  T a v e rn ,”  b u t  a lso  th a t  
h e  p u rc h a se d  “y e  H y s to ry  o f y e  R oyall 
S o c ie ty ,” “ P h ilo so p h ica ll In te llig e n c e s ,” 
“A  chess b o a rd  a n d  C hesse M e n ,”  an d  
so fo rth . A m o n g  “ id le  a n d  v a in  ex ­
p en ses”  h e  in c lu d es  “B ottle  b eere , C h in a  
a le  ( te a ) ,  M a rm o le t  (m a rm a la d e ) ,  Cus- 
to rds , C h errie s  a n d  T a r te .”  S ew ard  
re p o rts  th a t  N e w to n  used  to  p la y  “ b ack ­
g a m m o n ” w ith  F lam stee d , th e  a s tro n ­
o m e r (4 , p. 5 4 2 ) .

A s ev idence  of N e w to n ’s sh yn ess , h e  
h im se lf  sa id  (6 ) :

I see not what there is desirable in public esteem, were I able to acquire and maintain it; it would perhaps increase m y acquaint­ance, the thing which I chiefly study to decline.

A t th e  age of 30, N e w to n ’s h a i r  w as 
a lre a d y  tu r n in g  g ra y , b u t  h e  n e v e r  be­
cam e b a ld , n e v e r  u sed  eyeg lasses, a n d  
lost o n ly  on e  too th . “ H is  b re a k fa s t  w as 
o ra n g e  peel, bo iled  in  w a te r , w h ic h  h e  
d ra n k  as tea , sw ee ten ed  w ith  su g a r, an d  
w ith  b re a d  a n d  b u tte r .”  H is  c u re  fo r 
a cold  w as to  s ta y  in  bed  fo r  3 d ay s  to  
re s t  a n d  p e rsp ire  ( 7 ) .  W h e n  N e w to n  
w as o ffered  sn u ff o r  tobacco , h e  de­
c lined , sa y in g  “ th a t  h e  w o u ld  m a k e  no  
n ecessities  to  h im se lf  (2 , vol. I I ,  p. 
4 1 0 ) .”

H is  s e c re ta ry  sa id  of N e w to n  (4 , pp . 
2 4 7 -5 0 ):

I never knew him  to take any recreation or pastime, either in riding out to take the air, walking, bowling, or any other exercise whatever, thinking all hours lost that were not spent in his studies.
H o w ev er,

. . .  he was very curious in  his garden, which was never out of order, in which he would at some seldom time take a short walk or two, not enduring to see a weed in it. . . . W hen he has sometimes taken a turn  or two, he has made a sudden stand, tu rn ’d himself about, run  up the stairs like another Archi­medes, and with a eureka, fall to write on his desk, standing without giving himself the leisure to draw a chair to sit down on. . . . In  his chamber he walked so very much you might have thought him to be educated at Athens among the Aristotelian sect [the 
Peripatetics]. . . .  In  winter time he was a lover of apples and sometimes at night would eat a small roasted quince.
I n  tw o  le tte rs  to  O ld e n b u rg  in  Sep­

te m b e r  a n d  O cto ber 1676, N e w to n  is 
seen  in  th e  ro le  of a  c o u n try  g e n tle m a n  
in q u ir in g  a b o u t th e  best ap p le  tre e s  fo r 
m a k in g  c ider. H e  say s th a t  th e  fam o us  
R ed  S treaks, w h ic h  m a k e  fin e  c id e r  e lse­
w h e re , m a k e  h a rs h  c id e r in  L in c o ln ­
sh ire . H e  asks w ith  w h a t  f r u i t  th e y  
sh o u ld  be  m ix ed , in  w h a t  p ro p o rtio n , 
a n d  w h a t  d eg ree  of rip e n e ss ; shou ld  
th e y  be p ressed  as soon as g a th e re d , o r 
sh ou ld  th e y  be p a re d . “ O u r g a rd e n e rs ,” 
h e  says, “ fin d  m o re  p ro fit  in  c h e r ry  
tree s  (2 , vol. I , pp . 129-30; 4, p. 1 8 2 ) .” 
T h e  fam o us  a p p le  t r e e  a t  W o o ls th o rp e  
w as th e  v a r ie ty  k n o w n  in  L in c o ln sh ire  
as F lo w e r of K en t. T h e  a p p le  is sh ap ed  
lik e  a p e a r , re d  s treak ed  w ith  y e llo w  
a n d  g re e n  a n d  r a th e r  flavorless. (B ab- 
son  In s t i tu te  h a s  a  d ire c t d e sc e n d a n t of 
th e  o r ig in a l tre e .)

N e w to n  h a d  co n sid e ra b le  a b ili ty  as a 
m e c h a n ic . A s a b o y  h e  m a d e  k ites,



p a p e r  l a n t e r n s ,  s u n d i a l s ,  w in d m ills , 
w ooden  clocks, a n d  w a te r  clocks. L a te r  
h e  g ro u n d  a n d  p o lish ed  lenses, p rism s, 
a n d  b u rn in g  g lasses a n d  m a d e  tw o  r e ­
flec ting  telescopes, w h ic h  h e  in v e n te d  
in  p ra c t ic a l ly  th e  sam e  fo rm  as th e  
g re a t 2 0 0 -in ch  P a lo m a r  te lescope to d ay . 
D e V illa m il th o u g h t  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  
m a d e  th e  “ N e w to n  C h a ir ,”  n o w  in  th e  
R o y a l S ocie ty  L ib ra ry , th e  o n ly  p iece  
of h is  f u rn i tu re  th a t  h a s  com e d o w n  to  
us. H e  sa t fo r p o r tra its  in  th is  c h a ir ;  i t  
w as la te r  u sed  b y  S ir  Jo sh u a  R eyn o ld s  
a n d  a t  th e  d ed ica tio n  of N e w to n ’s s ta tu e  
a t  G ra n th a m  in  1856. N e w to n ’s sec re ­
ta r y  sa id  th a t  h e  m a d e  a n d  a l te re d  h is  
b rick  fu rn a c e  h im se lf  w ith o u t  t ro u b lin g  
a  b r ic k la y e r  (4 , p . 2 4 9 ) . H e  m a d e  a f in e  
im p ro v e m e n t in  op tics b y  o b se rv in g  
som e boys b lo w  u p  soap b u bb les  (8 ) .

N e w to n  w as  n o t in te re s te d  in  p o e try , 
a lth o u g h  h e  m a y  h a v e  w r i t te n  th e  10 
lin es  of in d if fe re n t v e rse  u n d e r  th e  p o r­
t r a i t  of C h a rle s  I  th a t  h e  ow ned . Ix>rd 
R a d n o r sa id  th a t  a  f r ie n d  once  asked  
h im : “ S ir  Isaac , w h a t  is y o u r  o p in io n  
o f p o e try ? ” H is  a n sw e r  w as (9 , p . 1 0 ): 
‘T i l  te ll y o u  th a t  of B a rro w ; h e  sa id  
th a t  p o e try  w as a  k in d  o f in g e n u o u s  
n o n se n se .”

T h e  a r tis t ic  side o f m u s ic  does n o t 
seem  to  h a v e  in te re s te d  N e w to n , b u t  
S tu k e le y  h e a rd  h im  sa y  th a t  o p eras  
w ere  v e ry  fin e  e n te r ta in m e n t, b u t  th e re  
w as too  m u c h  of a  good th in g ; i t  w as 
lik e  a  s u rfe it  a t  d in n e r . S a id  N e w to n  
(3 , p . 14; 4 , p . 4 7 5 ) :

I  went to the last opera. The first act gave me the greatest pleasure. The second quite tired me. At the third I ran away.
N e w to n  fo u n d  in  m u s ica l h a rm o n y  th e  
p rin c ip le  of la w  a n d  o rd e r  of th e  cos­
m os. A cco rd in g  to  M o re  (4 , p . 4 7 6 ) :

He thought Pythagoras’ music of the spheres was intended to typify gravity, and, as he makes the sounds and notes depend on the size of the strings, so gravity depends on the density of matter.
H e  believed  th a t  m u ltip le s  o f h a rm o n ic  
ra tio s , based  on  E u c lid , fu rn ish e d  those  
ra tio s  th a t  affo rd  p le a su re  to  th e  ey e  in  
a rc h ite c tu ra l  designs a n d  to  th e  e a r  in  
m usic .

T h e  N e w to n  w as  n o t  e sp ec ia lly  in te re s te d
R o s ic ru c ia ti  m  a r t  a n d  desp ised  co llecto rs. H e  sa id  
D ig e s t  L ° r d P e m b ro k e  (9 , p . 1 6 ):
N o v e m b e r  Let him have but a stone doll and he is__  satisfied. I can’t  imagine the utility of such1 9  j j  studies; all their pursuits are below nature.

H e  h a d  h is  p o r tr a i t  p a in te d  by  
C h arle s  Je rv a s  a n d  p re se n te d  i t  to  the  
R o y a l S ocie ty , “ fo r w h ic h  h e  h a d  th e ir  
th a n k s .” T h e  in v e n to ry  of h is  posses­
sions lis ted  210  p r in ts , 19 lith o g rap h s , 4 
p ieces of ta p e s try , a  f ig u re  c u t  in  ivo ry  
of S ir  Isaac  in  a  g lass fra m e , 13 In d ia  
p r in ts , 6 go ld  r in g s  a n d  1 o n y x  stone, 
cu t, 39 s ilv e r m e d a ls , a n d  1896 books. 
S om e of th e se  books a re  n o w  sca tte red , 
b u t  860 of th e m  w e re  p u rc h a se d  b y  th e  
P i lg r im  T r u s t  in  1943 a n d  p e rm a n e n tly  
deposited  in  T r in i ty  C ollege L ib ra ry . 
K in g ’s C ollege L ib ra ry  h as  som e of 
th e m , a n d  13 a re  in  th e  B abson  collec­
tio n . D e V illa m il b elieved  th a t  M ead , 
w h o  w as  N e w to n ’s p h y s ic ia n  a n d  a  fa ­
m o u s co llec to r, com m issioned  D av id  le 
M a rc h a n d  to  m a k e  fo r  h im , fro m  life, 
th e  fin e  iv o ry  b u s t of N e w to n  w h ic h  is 
n o w  in  th e  B ritish  M u se u m  an d , a t  th e  
sam e  tim e , h a d  h im  m a k e  th e  sm all r e ­
lie f  p o r tr a i t  lis ted  p rev io u s ly , w h ic h  he  
p re se n te d  to  N e w to n . T h e re  a re  now  
in  ex isten ce  th re e  re l ie f  p o r tra its  of 
N e w to n  in  iv o ry : on e  in  th e  B abson  col­
lec tion , one in  th e  R o y a l S ociety , an d  
o n e  in  K in g ’s C ollege L ib ra ry . W h e th e r  
a n y  one  of th e se  is th e  one th a t  be­
longed  to  N e w to n  w ill p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  
be es tab lish ed . T h e  B abson  co llection  
also  h as  a go ld  r in g  se t w ith  sa rd o n y x  
c u t w i th  th e  h e a d  of N ew to n . I t  cam e 
f ro m  th e  M o n t co llec tion  a n d  is in ­
scribed : “ P re se n te d  to  S ir  Jo h n  H e r- 
sch e l.”  I t  m a y  be th a t  th is  is th e  “ o n y x  
stone, c u t”  th a t  be longed  to  N ew to n .

C rim so n  seem s to  h a v e  b een  N e w to n ’s 
fa v o rite  co lor— o r p e rh a p s  i t  w as th a t  
o f M rs . C o n d u itt, h is  n iece  a n d  h o use­
k eep er. T h e  in v e n to ry  m e n tio n s  c r im ­
son  m o h a ir  c u r ta in s , a c rim so n  m o h a ir  
bed, a n d  a  c rim so n  “ sa tte e .” . . .

N e w to n  m a d e  a n  ing en io u s  a tte m p t 
to  c o n s tru c t a u n iv e rsa l la n g u a g e  on  a 
p h ilo sop h ic  basis, w h ic h , h o w ev er, h e  
n e v e r  com ple ted . H is  m a in  p r in c ip le  
w as th e  fo rm a tio n  of w o rd s f ro m  a rb i­
t r a r y  roo ts b y  th e  ad d itio n  o f p refixes 
a n d  suffixes th a t  m od ified  th e  m e a n in g  
(10).

A b o u t 1699, h e  d re w  u p  a  p la n  to 
re c t ify  th e  J u l ia n  c a le n d a r , w h ic h  h e  
d e m o n s tra te d  to  h av e  a d v an ta g e s  o ver 
th e  re c e n tly  ad o p ted  G re g o ria n  c a le n d a r  
(10 , p . 6 0 ) . N e w to n  m a d e  th e  f irs t sa t­
is fa c to ry  life  in s u ra n c e  tab le s  a n d  la id  
th e  m a th e m a tic a l  fo u n d a tio n s  on  w h ich  
o u r  tex tbooks in  a lg e b ra  a n d  g eo m e try



a re  s till w r i t te n . T h e  fam o u s  B abson- 
c h a r t  is b ased  o n  N e w to n ’s la w  of ac tio n  
a n d  reac tio n .

A  c u rio u s  s id e lig h t o n  N e w to n  is 
fo u n d  in  a book, p u b lish e d  in  1714, on  
T h e  In n -P la y  or C o rn ish -H u g g  W r e s ­
tle r. T h e  a u th o r , S ir  T h o m as  P a rk y n s , 
w h o  liv ed  in  th e  to w n  o f B u n n y , n e a r  
G ra n th a m , says:

The Use and Application of the Mathe- maticks here in W restling, I owe to Sir Isaac Newton, Mathematicks Proffessor of Trinity  College in Cambridge, who seeing m y In­clination that Way, invited me to his public Lectures, for which I thank him.
N e w to n  w as so m e th in g  of a m y s tic , 

a n d  q u o ta tio n s  fro m  Jaco b  B o eh m e’s 
w orks w e re  fo u n d  a m o n g  h is  p ap ers . 
H e  seem s to h a v e  b een  in te re s te d  in  th e  
R o sic ru c ian s, fo r  in  h is  o w n  l ib ra r y  w as 
a  book e n tit le d  T h e  F a m e  a n d  C o n fes­
sion  o f th e  F r a te r n ity  o f R .C ., C o m m o n ­
l y  o f th e  R osie  Cross, b y  E u g e n iu s  
P h ila le th e s  (T h o m a s  V a u g h a n ) .  O n  th e  
fly lea f is in sc r ib e d  in  N e w to n ’s h a n d : 
“ Is. N ew to n . D o n u m  M r. D o y le y .”  [See 
e d ito r’s n o te .]  N e w to n  m a y  also  h av e  
b een  in te re s te d  in  th e  S oc ie ty  of D ru id s . 
I t  is sa id  th a t  a D ru id  m e e tin g  w as h e ld  
a t  h is  L o nd o n  h o u se  a n d  S tu k e ley , w h o  
w as one of N e w to n ’s closest fr ie n d s  d u r ­
in g  th e  la s t  9 y e a rs  of h is  life , w as th e  
A rc h -D ru id .

I n  th e  re c e n tly  p u b lish e d  L o n d o n  
J o u rn a l  (1 1 ) ,  J a m e s  B osw ell q u o tes  D r. 
Jo h n so n  as say in g : “ S ir  Isaac  N e w to n  
se t o u t as a n  in fid e l, b u t  cam e  to  b e  a 
v e ry  f irm  b e lie v e r .”

T h e  firs t copies o f N e w to n ’s w o rk s  
to  com e to  A m e ric a  w e re  p ro b a b ly  th e

second  ed itio n  of th e  P rin c ip ia  a n d  th e  
f irs t ed itio n  o f O p ticks , w h ic h  N ew to n  
p e rso n a lly  p re se n te d  to  th e  n e w  Y ale  
College L ib ra ry  th ro u g h  J e re m ia h  D u m - 
m e r  in  1714. I t  w as som e tim e , h o w ­
ever, be fo re  Y a le  m a d e  m u c h  u se  of 
th e m . H a rv a rd  h a d  a  copy  o f th e  
O p ticks  in  1723. Isa a c  G reenw ood , th e  
f irs t H o llis  p ro fesso r o f m a th e m a tic s  
a n d  p h ilo so p h y , m a y  h a v e  b ro u g h t back  
a co p y  of th e  P rin c ip ia  w h e n  h e  r e ­
tu rn e d  fro m  E n g la n d  in  1722, b u t  th e  
firs t copy  w e  a re  su re  of, a t  H a rv a rd , 
belonged  to  J o h n  W in th ro p  IV , w ho  
d u r in g  th e  41 y e a rs  h e  w as H o llis  p ro ­
fessor u n ti l  h is  d e a th  in  1779, w as th e  
f irs t g re a t  d isc ip le  of N e w to n  in  A m e ri­
ca. H is  P rin c ip ia  w as a th ird  ed itio n  
a n d  i t  is n o w , c u rio u s ly  en o u g h , n o t a t 
H a rv a rd  b u t in  th e  B rasch  co llection  a t  
S ta n fo rd  U n iv e rs ity . Jo h n  L ogan , w h o  
w as s e c re ta ry  to  W ill ia m  P e n n , p ro b ­
a b ly  b ro u g h t th e  f irs t copy  of th e  1687 
ed itio n  of th e  P rin c ip ia  to  P h ila d e lp h ia  
in  1708. I t  is n o w  in  th e  L ib ra ry  C om ­
p a n y  o f P h ila d e lp h ia . In  1680 T h o m as  
B ra ttle  o f B oston se n t to  N e w to n  a n  
ex c e lle n t series of com et o b se rva tions, 
fo r  w h ic h  N e w to n  ex p ressed  h is  com ­
m e n d a tio n  (1 2 ) .

O ne o f th e  f irs t A m e ric a n  a p p ra isa ls  
o f N e w to n  is fo u n d  on  page  25 in  th e  
in a u g u ra l  o ra tio n  of W a lte r  M in to  a t  
P r in c e to n  in  1788. H e  says:

Perhaps no man was ever more praised than Sir Isaac Newton; and perhaps no man ever deserved so much to be praised. For, to the most penetrating sagacity, the most exhalting genius, and the most unwearied patience, he joined the highest degree of modesty, temperance and uprightness. He loved science for its own sake, and because it conducted him to the Supreme Cause of All.
I n  one of N e w to n ’s m a n u sc r ip ts  e n ­

tit le d  “ N o ta n d a  c h y m ic a ” h e  m akes  one 
of h is  v e ry  few  a llu s io n s  to  A m e ric a  in  
say in g : “ P o p u li A m e ric a n i in  P e ru  
a u ru m  m o llif ica re  n o ru n t  u t  in s ta r  
ce rae  d ig itis  t r a c te tu r .” [T h e  A m e ric a n  
peop le  in  P e ru  h a v e  th e  k n ow led g e  of 
a  m e th o d  to  m o llify  gold so th a t  i t  c a n  
ea s ily  be k n e a d e d  b y  h a n d ] .

N e w to n  a p p e a rs  a lm o s t in  th e  ro le  of 
a  w a r  c o rre sp o n d e n t in  a le t te r  h e  w ro te  
fro m  L o nd o n  o n  20  O ctober 1711 to  a 
M r. G reen w o o d  a t  R o tte rd am . T h e  
B ritish  h a d  se n t a n  ex p ed itio n  a g a in s t 

(C o n tin u e d  o n  p ag e  4 30)

Editor’s Note: Exact copy of photostat of N e w to n ’s handwritten note —Rosicrucian Library vault, San Jose, Calif.
Is. N ew to n .

D o n u m  M r. D o y ley .
R. C. the founder of ye Rosy crucian society (as the story goes)
was bom anno 1378 dyed anno 1484, his body was found anno 1604 & within a year or 
two (when ye new starrs in Cygnus & Ser pentarius shone) did ye society put out their fame, Or rather anno 1613 as Micha el Maierus affirms in his book de legibus Fra tem itatis R. C. cap 17, printed anno 1618 & in his symbola aurea mensa dated in December 1616 where (pag 290) he notes that ye book of Fame & con fession were printed at Francford in autumn 1616.
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o s t  persons h a v e  n e v e r  
g iv en  th o u g h t to  th e  b as­
ic causes of s tr ife  am o n g  
m e n . W h e th e r  s tr ife  ex ­
ists as am o n g  in d iv id u a ls , 
g ro u ps, o r  n a tio n s , th e  
in v a r ia b le  cau se  is a co n ­
f l ic t  o f  in teres ts . I t  is 
n a tu r a l  th a t  m a n  shou ld  

e x e rt  h im se lf. A ll of a b so lu te  being , 
th e  w h o le  re a l i ty  of th e  u n iv e rse , is 
c o n tin u a lly  s tr iv in g  to  be; th a t  is  its  
in h e r e n t  n a tu re . I t  is  n o t  to  be  ex ­
pec ted  th a t  m a n  sh ou ld  do  less. T h e  
ego seeks to  p re se rv e  itse lf ju s t  as th e  
p h y s ic a l b o dy  does. T h e se  in h e re n t  
d rives  o r  in te re s ts , h o w ev er, if  n o t  d i­
rec ted , i f  n o t  b ro u g h t in to  h a rm o n y  
w ith  each  o th e r , e v e n tu a lly  cause  strife . 
T h e  re s u l ta n t  fr ic tio n  causes m a n  to  
to r tu re  h is  o w n  k in d — a n  effect w h ic h  
is c o m m o n ly  e v id e n t in  w a r . T h e  low ­
e r  a n im a ls  a re  n o t  in  a position  to 
a n a ly z e  th e ir  o w n  b e h a v io r  a n d  n o te  
th e  causes. R u t m a n ’s p e rso n a l m a s te ry  
lies in  h is  ac c o m p lish m e n t o f th is  p a r ­
t ic u la r  fea t.

T h r e e  T y p e *  o f  S t r l t e
A ll co n flic tin g  in te re s ts , no  m a t te r  

h o w  m a n ife s te d , m a y  b e  red u ced  to 
th re e  fu n d a m e n ta l  k inds:

T h e  f irs t ex ists  w h e n  A  a n d  B b o th  
w a n t  to  possess C. N ow , A  a n d  B m a y  
be in d iv id u a ls , g ro u ps, n a tio n s , o r  s ta tes. 
C is th a t  w h ic h  A  a n d  B w a n t  to  pos­
sess. I t  m a y  be a  su b s tan ce , a n  ob ject, 
o r i t  m a y  be a d is tin c tio n . B y  a su b ­
s ta n c e  o r  ob jec t w e  m e a n  som e m a ­
te r ia l  th in g  w h ic h  bo th  A  a n d  B w a n t

to c la im . I f  C is a d is tin c tio n , i t  consists 
of a title , h o n o r o r  fam e , o r a  position  
ov er w h ic h  th e  conflic t occurs.

N o w , th e  second  fu n d a m e n ta l co n ­
flict of in te re s ts  re su lts  w h e n  A  a n d  B 
d isagree on  th e  n a tu r e  o f  C. H e re , C is 
th e  q u a li ty  of a  th in g , o r th e  v a lu e  of a 
co n d ition . T h u s , A  a n d  B c a n n o t agree  
as to  w h a t  a  th in g  m a y  co n sis t of, as 
to w h e th e r  i t  is o f on e  k in d , size , age, 
o w n ersh ip , o r  as to  those  q u a litie s  w h ich  
m a y  be associa ted  w ith  it. A s said , th is  
d isa g re e m e n t m a y  a lso  co n cern  th e  
v a lu e  o f a co n d ition . T h e re  m a y  be 
som e c irc u m sta n c e  w h ic h  ex ists, a n d  its  
im p o rta n c e — th a t  is, w h e th e r  i t  is  good, 
ev il, u n w o r th y — m a y  a p p e a r  d if fe re n t­
ly  to A  th a n  to B.

T h e n , th e re  is a th ird  k in d  of con­
flict o f in te re s ts— th a t  is w h e n  A  an d  
B w a n t  to  c re a te  a  se p a ra te  C. I n  th is  
case, th e  C  e le m e n t a llu d es  to  th e  d if­
fe re n t  concep ts o r op in io ns w h ic h  a re  
h a d  b y  A  a n d  B. F o r  an a lo g y , A  m a y  
believe  in  a n d  w a n t a s ing le  w o rld  gov­
e rn m e n t. B, co n v erse ly , m a y  advocate  
a fe d e ra tio n  of au to n o m o u s n a tio n s . W e  
see in  th is  th a t  C, as a n  o p in io n  o r 
c o n c e p t  m a y  a c tu a l ly  h a v e  n o  re a l i ty ;  
i t  m a y  be n o th in g  m o re  th a n  th e  ideas 
h e ld  s e p a ra te ly  b y  A  a n d  B. E ach , 
h o w ev e r, w a n ts  h is p a r t ic u la r  concep t 
to  becom e a fac t. T h e  a t te m p t m a y  
re s u lt  in  e v e n tu a l conflict.

M a j o r  C a u s e s
T h e re  a re , th e re fo re , th re e  m a jo r  

causes o f th e  conflict o f in te re sts . S u m ­
m a riz e d , th e y  are : possession, appra isa l , 
a n d  concep tion .



Is th e re  a n y  w a y  in  w h ic h  to  re c o n ­
cile  o r b r in g  a b o u t a n  a d ju s tm e n t of 
these  d iv e rg e n t in te re s ts?  Is  th e re  a n y  
w a y  in  w h ic h  th e y  c a n  be p re v e n te d  
fro m  h u r t in g  o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  o r  b r in g ­
in g  h u r t  to  socie ty  co llec tive ly?  L e t us 
co n sid er th e  f irs t ex am ple , w h e re  A  a n d  
B w ish  to  possess C. A t firs t, w e  sh ou ld  
n o t be co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l 
c h a ra c te r  o r in h e re n t  r ig h ts  ( i f  th e y  
h a v e  su c h ) of A  o r B. I t  is n a tu r a l  th a t  
each  sh ou ld  be m oved  b y  th e  im p u lse  
o f possession, a n d  in  th is  re g a rd , th e y  
a re  eq u a l. T h e  o n ly  p h ilo so p h ica l fac ­
to r  to  co n sid e r is th e  c o n su m m a tio n  of 
th e  ac t, th e  effect o f th e  possession on 
o th ers. W ill  th e  possession  b y  e ith e r  
A  o r B be to th e  b e n e fit o r  to  th e  d e tr i ­
m e n t  o f o th ers?

L e t us assu m e th a t  B is a  th ie f. H is  
th e f t, th e n  of C, w h a te v e r  i t  m a y  be, 
d is ru p ts  h u m a n  re la tio n s  a n d  is a m e n ­
ace  to  society . T h e re fo re , i t  is n o t su f­
f ic ie n t to  co n sid e r w h e th e r  A  a n d  B 
h a v e  a r ig h t  to  possess C, in  th e  m a tte r  
o f s tr ife  o r  th e  conflic t o f in te re s ts , b u t 
D , also, m u s t be  considered . I n  th is  
case, D  is th e  c o m m o n  good o f so c ie ty . 
T h e  te a c h in g  e ffo rts  of schools, re lig io u s 
o rg an iz a tio n s , a n d  o f m y s tic a l a n d  p h il­
osoph ical societies m u s t  c o n ce rn  th e m ­
selves, th e n , w ith  th e  com m on  good, th e  
re su lt  of th e  ac tio ns o f A  a n d  B o r th e  
a c tu a l possession o f C.

I t  is a lso  n o t sufficient th a t  a n  in d i­
v id u a l be to ld  th a t  h e  sh ou ld  n o t possess 
th is  o r th a t  because  of m o ra l reaso n s  
a lone . I t  is n e c e ssa ry  th a t  h is  social 
consciousness  b e  f ir s t  developed . W ith  
su ch  d ev e lop m en t, h e  w ill n o t be so 
in c lin e d  to  possess w ro n g ly  th a t  w h ic h  
m ig h t  be d e tr im e n ta l to  D , th e  g e n e ra l 
w e lfa re  of socie ty . T h ro u g h  a n  evo lv ­
in g  socia l consciousness, th e n , A  a n d  B 
com e to  rea lize  th a t  b y  w ro n g ly  pos­
sessing  C th e y  in ju re  socie ty , fro m  
w h ic h  th e y  in d iv id u a lly  c a n  o b ta in  
g re a te r  i f  n o t m o re  im m e d ia te  b en efits  
th a n  f ro m  th a t  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  d esired  
to  possess. M e n  w ill n o t k n o w in g ly  ac t 
a g a in s t  th e ir  o w n  best in te re s ts . W ith  
th e  g ro w th  of social consciousness w h a t  
c o n s titu te s  th e ir  best in te re s ts  is ex ­
te n d e d  to  in c lu d e  th e  in te re s ts  of socie ty .

T o d a y  th e re  a re  too m a n y  p ro h ib i­
t io n s  ex p o un d ed  b y  so c ie ty  w h ic h  a re  
le f t  u n re la te d  a n d  u n e x p la in e d  in so fa r  
as  th e ir  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  in d iv id u a l’s

w e lfa re  is co n cern ed . S u ch  p ro h ib itio n s , 
to m a n y  in d iv id u a ls , seem  to  be n o th in g  
m o re  th a n  a m e a n in g le ss  o b stru c tio n  of 
th e ir  p e rso n a l r ig h ts . I t  is  e ssen tia l to 
in c u lc a te  m o re  s tro n g ly  n o t th e  p r in ­
c ip le  of m a n  a n d  socie ty , p u tt in g  th e m  
in to  opposition  to eac h  o th e r , b u t, r a th ­
e r, th a t  m a n  is  socie ty . T o  a  g re a t ex ­
te n t  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld  to d a y  th e  
s ta te  h as  becom e a  m a c h in e  o f d o m i­
n a tio n  in s te a d  of a n  ex ten sio n  of th e  
p e rso n a l in te re s ts  of th e  in d iv id u a l. 
C o n seq u en tly , i t  h a s  re su lte d  in  th e  in ­
d iv id u a l’s h o s ti li ty  to  th e  s ta te , o r  h is  
in d iffe re n c e  to its  d em a n d s , re su ltin g  
in  conflicts.

N o w  w e  co n sid e r th e  second ex am p le  
of th e se  conflicts, o r  th e  d if fe re n t a p ­
p ra isa ls  o f th in g s  a n d  co n d itio n s  w h ic h  
A  a n d  B m a y  h av e . W h e re  a th in g  o r 
c o n d itio n  ex ists, as w e  know , a n  ob­
jec tiv e  te s t m a y  be  m a d e  of it. F ro m  a 
c a re fu l e x a m in a tio n  i t  c a n  be u su a lly  
d e te rm in e d  w h a t  is its  q u a li ty  o r v a lu e . 
In  th is  w a y  w e  c a n  o fte n  b r in g  to  a 
ra tio n a l co n clu sio n  a n y  issue  c o n c e rn ­
in g  th e  ob jec t o r  th in g . I f , h o w ev er, 
th e  a p p ra is a l  co n cern s  so m e th in g  th a t  
is n o t m a te r ia l ,  th e n  th e  s ta n d a rd  of 
ju d g m e n t m u s t  be its  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  
th e  w e lfa re  o f th e  m a jo r ity . A g a in , 
th e n , th e  com m on  good of a ll of soc ie ty  
becom es th e  te s t a n d  th e  ru le ;  i t  is on e  
w h ic h  th e  d isa g re e in g  p a rtie s  ab id e  b y  
o r else d isclose th em se lv es  as b e in g  a n t i ­
social.

A s fo r  th e  fin a l ex a m p le  of conflic t 
o f in te re s ts , o r  th e  d iffe ren ce  in  co n cep ­
tio n s  of m e n , i t  m u s t  be  re a liz e d  th a t  
m e n  can  n e v e r  th in k  a lik e  u p on  a ll 
th in g s . P r in c ip a l ly , th is  is because  th e  
ex p e rien ces  o f m e n  fro m  w h ic h  th e ir  
sense  of v a lu e s  is d ra w n  a re  d iffe ren t. 
I t  is also  b ecau se  m e n ’s m e n ta l pow ers 
a n d  p sy c h ic  d ev e lo p m en t v a ry . T h e  
te s t  o f a  c o n cep tio n  is n o t  w h e th e r  i t  
is in  conflict w ith  th e  ideas of o thers. 
C oncep tions m u s t  be jud g ed  b y  w h e th e r  
th e y  conflic t w ith  re a lity . W ill  w h a t  
the  in d iv id u a l w a n ts , o r  w h a t  h e  th in k s , 
o r  w h a t  h e  h opes to  c re a te , oppose Cos­
m ic  o r n a tu r a l  law ?  Id eas  th a t  oppose 
n a tu r a l  o r  C osm ic la w  a re  in  re a l i ty  in  
opposition  to  ou rse lv es  because  w e  a re  
p a r t  o f th e  w h o le  C osm ic o rd er. I t  
sh ou ld  be a p p a re n t , th e n , th a t  such  
co n cep tio n s sh o u ld  be a b a n d o n e d  w h e th ­
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e r  th e y  conflict w i th  th e  ideas of a n ­
o th e r  o r no t.

T h e re  a re  also  o th e r  re a li tie s  w h ic h  
m u s t  be ta k e n  in to  co n sid era tio n : th e  
basic  a n d  p ro v ed  econom ic a n d  social 
law s. I f  w h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  w a n ts , o r 
w h a t  h e  believes, ten d s  to  d e s tro y  th e  
good of su ch  re a litie s  w ith o u t  re p la c in g  
th e m  w ith  those  of e q u a l v a lu e , obvious­
ly  h is  th o u g h ts  a n d  desires a re  fu n d a ­
m e n ta l ly  w ro n g . C o n seq u en tly , o u r  
concep ts to  be r ig h t  m u s t e x te n d  a t  a ll 
tim es  b ey o n d  th e  im m e d ia te  self, be­

y o n d  th e  re la tio n sh ip  to  o u r  im m e d ia te  
p h y s ic a l a n d  m e n ta l  w ell-be ing . O u r 
concep ts m u s t  be  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  
g re a te r  Self, a n d  th e  la t te r  is re la te d  
to  th e  com m on  good of m a n k in d . T h e  
n eed , th e n , is fo r  socie ty  to  te a c h  its 
m e m b ers  th is  essence o f good socie ty—  
a good socie ty  a lw a y s  b e in g  free  fro m  
se c ta r ia n  a n d  p o litic a l d isc r im in a tio n . 
T h is  is a p ra c tic a l  s tu d y  w h ic h  re q u ire s  
th a t  o u r  id e a lism  be su b jec t to  c ritic a l 
e x a m in a tio n .

V A V

TH E H U M A N  SIDE OF SIR ISAAC N E W T O N
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p ag e  4 2 7)

Q uebec, co n sis tin g  o f 10 sh ip s  of th e  
lin e , w ith  sev era l sm a lle r  vessels an d  
tra n s p o r ts  c a r ry in g  u p w a rd  of 5000  
so ld iers u n d e r  B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l H ill . 
Ig n o ra n c e  of n a v ig a tio n  a n d  a v io len t 
s to rm  cau sed  a  h e a v y  loss in  tra n sp o r ts  
a n d  m e n . . . .

B e n ja m in  F r a n k l in  cam e v e ry  n e a r  
to  m e e tin g  N ew ton . F ra n k l in  h a d  a r ­
r iv e d  in  L o nd o n  on  D ecem b er 24, 1724, 
ju s t  b efo re  h is  1 9 th  b ir th d a y . H e  took 
w o rk  as a com p o sito r a t  S. P a lm e r ’s a n d  
c o n tin u e d  th e re  d u r in g  m o s t of 1725. 
H e  says in  h is  A u to b io g ra p h y , p ag e  85, 
t h a t  a D r. L y on s

. . . introduced me to Dr. [H enry] Pember­ton, at Batson’s Coffee house, who promis’d to give me an opportunity, some time or other, of seeing Sir Isaac Newton, of which I was extremely desirous; but this never happened.
H e  d id , h o w ev er, m e e t S ir  H a n s  S loane, 
w h o  w as  se c re ta ry  a n d  la te r  p re s id e n t 
o f th e  R o y a l Society . T h e re  is a s to ry  
in  E n g la n d  th a t  F r a n k lin  se t p a r t  of 
th e  ty p e  fo r  P e m b e r to n ’s V ie w  o f N e w ­
to n ’s P h ilo so p h y , p r in te d  b y  P a lm e r  in  
1728. F r a n k l in  m e n tio n s  com posing  
W o lla s to n ’s R elig io n  o f N a tu r e ,  b u t  I 
c a n  find  n o  ev idence  th a t  h e  w o rk ed  
o n  P e m b e rto n ’s book w h ile  a t  P a lm e r ’s.

S ir  H e n ry  D ale , th e n  p re s id e n t  of th e  
R o y a l S ociety , sa id  a t  tn e  3 0 0 th  a n n i ­
v e rs a ry  m e e tin g  on 30 N o v e m b e r 1942: 
“ W e  in  B r ita in  re g a rd  Isaac  N e w to n  as 
still, b ey o n d  a ll ch a llen g e , th e  g rea te s t 
of o u r  m e n  of sc ience .” O n  th e  sam e  
occasion, P ro fe sso r V av ilov , p re s id e n t

of th e  A c a d e m y  of Sciences of th e  
U .S .S .R ., w ro te :

The fundamental principles of Newton’s physics . . . have stood the hard test of time marvelously well and have fully  retained their vast significance to this day. . . . There is no doubt that Newton’s atomistic concep­tions raise him to an even higher level in our eyes, and make him an even more at­tractive and unique figure. It may be said that Newton saw through classical physics, right down into its profoundest depths and right out into its ultimate scope.
A n d  A n d ra d e  fo llo w ed  in  sa y in g  th a t  
“ N ew to n  w as cap a b le  of g re a te r  su s­
ta in e d  m e n ta l  e ffo rt th a n  a n y  m a n , b e ­
fo re  o r s in ce .”

W e  believe th a t  a  v a s t w e a lth  of ideas  
s till lies h id d e n  in  N e w to n ’s w orks, 
a w a itin g  zea lo u s s tu d e n ts  to  d iscover 
a n d  u se  th e m . F o r  ex am p le , th e  la rg e  
b ody  of h is  le tte rs  n o w  b e in g  p re p a re d  
fo r  p u b lic a tio n  b y  a co m m itte e  of th e  
R oyal S ociety , o ffers g re a t  possib ilities.

A  book b y  W ill ia m  D igb y , p u b lished  
in  1902, is based  on  N e w to n ’s d e lin e ­
a tion  o f th e  ta n g e n tia l  p u ll  of th e  m oon  
— a th e o ry  th a t  h a d  re m a in e d  fa llo w  
fo r 250  y e a rs , u n t i l  a n  I r is h m a n , H u g h  
C lem en ts , d iscovered  th a t  its p ro p e r a p ­
p lica tio n  m a d e  possib le  th e  p red ic tio n  
of e a r th q u a k e s  a n d  vo lcan ic  e ru p tio n s  
as a c c u ra te  as th e  p red ic tio n s  of th e  
eclipses of th e  su n , m oon , a n d  p la n e ts . 
T h u s  th e  tides o f th e  a tm o sp h e re , w ith  
th e ir  re s u l ta n t  s to rm  a n d  ca lm , r a i n ­
fa l l  a n d  d ro u th , a re  m o re  su re ly  p r e ­
d ic ta b le  th a n  a re  th e  tid es  of th e  ocean .



B uffon  said  “g en iu s  is p a tie n c e ,”  a n d  
N e w to n  m o d e s tly  re m a rk e d  “if  I  h a v e  
done a n y  serv ice  th is  w a y , i t  is d u e  to  
n o th in g  b u t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p a t i e n t  
th o u g h t.” L a p la c e  sa id  of th e  P rinc ip ia :  
“ T h is  is th e  best book th a t  e v e r  w as 
w r i t te n .” W h e n  i t  w as  p u b lish e d  in  
1687, th e  p ric e  w as a b o u t 9 sh illin g s. 
I n  N o v e m b e r 1950 a  co p y  w ith  n o  sp e ­
c ia l fe a tu re s  sold a t  a u c tio n  in  N e w  
Y ork  fo r th e  re c o rd  p r ic e  of $1500.

I t  h as  b een  sa id  th a t  N e w to n  c h a n g e d  
a lc h e m y  in to  c h e m is try , leg en d  in to  
h is to ry , as tro lo g y  in to  a s tro n o m y , a n d  
m a g ic  in to  physics.

R e f e r e n c e s
1. E. N. da C. Andrade, Isaac Newton  (Chan­ticleer Press, New York, 1950), pp. 13, 102.

2. D. Brewster, Memoirs of the L ife, W ritings and Discoveries of Sir Isaac Newton  (Edin­burgh, 1855).
3. W. Stukeley, Memoirs of Sir Isaac Newton's Life  (Taylor and Francis, London, 1936).

4. L. T. More, Isaac Newton, a Biography (Scribner, New York, 1934).
5. J. Bradley, Miscellaneous Works and Cor­respondence of the Reverend James Bradley(Oxford Univ. Press, Oxford, Eng., 1932), p. iii.
6. W. J. Greenstreet, Isaac Newton, 1642-1727 

(G. Bell, London, 1927), p. 143.
7. R. T. Gunther, Early Science in Cambridge (printed for the author at Oxford Univ. Press, 1937), p. 270.
8. J. Ryland, Introduction to Newton's Philos­ophy (London, 1772), p. viii.
9. R. de Villamil, New ton : The M an  (G. D. Knox, London, 1931).

10. Sotheby’s catalog, 1936, lot 313. Now be­longing to the Halle estate of New York.
11. F. A. Pottle, Ed., Boswell's London Journal, 1762-1763 (McGraw-Hill, New York, 1950), p. 326.
12. F. E. Brasch, Newtonian Epoch in the American Colonies (1680-1683), (American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass., 1940), p. 6.

V A V

S e n d .  .  .

Cfjristmasi Carts
Mtai Stand Out

Cards that will carry your special thoughts and stand out 
among all others are tru ly  gifts as well as greetings.

The Rosicrucian Supply Bureau is offering just such cards 
this year, at extremely low costs. They carry full-color repro­
ductions of oil paintings by Tretchikoff. (See October issue 
of the Rosicrucian Digest for illustrations.) The large 6" x 9" 
cards come boxed in lots of 10 for $2.90 (£ l / - /9  sterling), 
and 20 for $5.50 (£1/19/4 sterling), envelopes included.

Another, smaller card with a full-color reproduction of an Abbatecola symbolic paint­
ing on its cover is also available. Boxed in  lots of 10 for $1.65 (11/10 sterling) and 
25 for $3.90 (£1/7/10 sterling), each bears an inconspicuous symbol of the Order as 
well as an inspiring verse.

Order from:
R O S IC R U C IA N  S U P P L Y  B U R E A U  • S a n  J o se , C a l i f o r n i a
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The “Cathedral of the Soul” is a Cosmic meeting place for all minds of the most highly developed and spiritually advanced members and workers of the Rosicrucian fraternity. I t  is the focal point of Cosmic radiations and thought waves from which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, and inner awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when m any thousands of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others attuning with the Cathedral at the time will receive the benefit of the vibrations. Those who are not members of the organization m ay share in the unusual benefits as well as those who are members. The book called Liber 777 describes the periods for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies will be sent to persons who are not members if they address their requests for this book to Scribe S. P. C., care of AMORC Temple, San Jose, California, enclosing three cents in postage stamps. (Please state whether member or not—this is important.)
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LIVING CONVICTIONS 
B y  C e c il  A. P o o l e , Supreme Secretary
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L
i v i n g  is asso c ia ted  w ith  
v ita l i ty . V ita l i ty  ap p lies  
to  fo rm s of life  in  co n ­
t r a s t  to  ob jects w h ic h  a re  
d o rm a n t. L i v i n g ,  h o w ­
ev er, also  assu m es th e  
sense  o f b e in g  m o re  th a n  
m e re ly  a n im a te ;  th a t  is, 
th in g s  th a t  a re  v ita l  h av e  

a fo rce a c tu a l ly  v ib ra tin g  in s id e  o f th e m  
w h ic h  g ives th e m  m e a n in g , p u rp o se , 
a n d  e n d u ra n c e . W e  a p p ly  th e  w o rd  
l iv in g  to  in a n im a te  th in g s  w h e n  w e 
w ish  to  ex p ress  m e a n in g  b e y o n d  th e  
idea  co n v ey ed  b v  th e  w o rd  itse lf. T o  
a p p ly  th e  w o rd  Living  to  co n v ic tio ns is 
to  a ssu m e  a co n cep t w i th in  th e  m in d  
of a n  in d iv id u a l th a t  h a s  d y n a m ic  force.

A  liv in g  co n v ic tio n  is so m e th in g  th a t  
a id s th e  in d iv id u a l in  c a r ry in g  o u t an  
id e a l o r p u rp o se  in  c o n tra s t  to  a n  o p in ­
io n  w h ic h  is ju s t  a n  idea  th a t  m a y  be 
bo rrow ed . C o n vic tio n  is a  p a r t  of an  
in d iv id u a l’s g e n e ra l  s tru c tu re  of belie f 
o r  p rem ise  u p o n  w h ic h  to  base o th e r  
ideas. A  liv in g  co n v ic tio n  is a  m e n ta l 
co n cep t w h ic h , as a re s u lt  of its  con­
scious ex isten ce , h as  a g re a t dea l to  do 
w ith  th e  b e h a v io r  of th e  in d iv id u a l 
w h o  c la im s to  su p p o rt a conv ic tion . A  
liv in g  co n v ic tio n  is a m e n ta l  im p e tu s  
th a t  causes th e  in d iv id u a l to  fu n c tio n  
in  a  c e r ta in  w a y ; th a t  is, h e  is im pelled  
to  m o d ify  b e h a v io r  to  f it  c e r ta in  a im s 
w h ile  re a liz in g  c e r ta in  pu rp oses  to w ard s  
w h ic h  h e  m a y  be d ire c tin g  h im self.



I n  th e  A m e ric a n  tra d it io n , th e re  
is a n n u a lly  obse rved  on e  of its  m o st 
im p o r ta n t  h o lid ay s  in  th e  m o n th  of 
N o v e m b e r w h ic h  h a s  b een  se t a s id e  as 
a d a y  o f th a n k sg iv in g . I t  is q u ite  s u it­
ab le  th a t  su ch  a  d a y  sh ou ld  be  observed , 
a n d  in  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  re c e n t y e a rs  o th e r  
co u n trie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld  h a v e  
se t as ide  d ay s  o r a  specia l d a y  of th a n k s ­
g iv ing . T h e  h u m a n  m in d  b e in g  so m e­
w h a t  of a fick le  n a tu re ,  i t  is a p p ro p r ia te  
th a t  w e  be re m in d e d  of tim es  w h e n  w e 
sh ou ld  g ive th a n k s  fo r  th o se  th in g s  
w h ic h , fro m  d a y  to  d a y , w e  o rd in a r ily  
accep t as co m m onplace .

I n  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  th e  basis fo r  th e  
obse rv an ce  of th e  d a y  is t ra d it io n a lly  
th e  a n n iv e r sa ry  of th e  f irs t  T h a n k s g iv ­
ing , ce leb ra ted  b y  a  g ro u p  of in d iv id u a ls  
w h o  le f t  th e ir  c o u n try  to  com e to  th is  
one in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  of th e  17 th  c e n ­
tu r y ;  a n d  in  sp ite  of h a rd sh ip s  th e y  
e s tab lish ed  them selv es . A f te r  su rv iv in g  
th e  m a n y  tr ia ls  a n d  th e  f irs t  h a rv e s t of 
a  successfu l crop , th e y  thought, th a t  i t  
w as a p p ro p r ia te  to  set a s ide  a d a y  d e­
vo ted  to  th a n k sg iv in g . I t  is  n o w  t r a d i ­
tio n a l th a t  w e  observe  th is  a n n iv e r sa ry  
as a  T h a n k sg iv in g  D a y , b u t  i t  m a y  be 
ev en  m o re  a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  w e  a n a ly z e  
th e  m o tives  a n d  idea ls  o f th e se  in d i­
v id u a ls  th a t  cau sed  th e m  to  a ssu m e  
such  h a rd sh ip s  w h ic h  led  to  th e  ev e n ­
tu a l  d a y  of th a n k sg iv in g .

T h e se  in d iv id u a ls , so w e  a re  to ld  in  
o u r  h is to ry  books, le f t a n o th e r  c o u n try  
a n d  chose A m e ric a  p r im a r i ly  because  
o f th e ir  re lig ious beliefs. T h e y  w a n te d  
to  p ra c tic e  th e ir  w o rsh ip  o f G od in  
a  m a n n e r  d if fe re n t f ro m  th a t  w h ic h  
ex isted  in  th e  c o u n try  th a t  w as th e ir  
h o m e lan d . T h e y  fo u n d  re s tr ic tio n s  a n d  
difficulties in  c a r ry in g  o u t th is  p ra c ­
tic e  in  th e ir  n a tiv e  la n d ;  so, in  sp ite  
o f th e  d ifficulties, h a rd sh ip s , a n d  sa c ri­
fices th a t  w e re  n ecessa ry , th e y  decided  
th a t  i t  w o u ld  be p re fe ra b le  to  face  tho se  
v ic issitudes r a th e r  th a n  to  re m a in  w h e re  
th e ir  conv ic tions w e re  co n tro lled  b y  th e  
beliefs of o thers.

I  a m  n o t a t te m p tin g  h e re  to  a n a ly z e  
th e  r ig h t  o r w ro n g  of e i th e r  side  of th is  
p a r t ic u la r  basic  co n tro v ersy . I t  is  n o t 
a q u es tio n  of m o ra l a c tio n ; i t  is a  q u e s ­
tio n  of a sse rtin g  conv ic tion . T h e  in d i­
v id u a ls  w ho  a t  th a t  t im e  gave  u p  th e ir  
p ro p e r ty  a n d  tho se  w ith  w h o m  th e y , 
w ith  th e ir  fam ilies , w e re  c lo se ly  asso­

c ia ted , w h o  gave  u p  th e ir  fo r tu n e s , a n d  
e n d u re d  tr ia ls  a n d  tr ib u la tio n s  in  o rd e r 
to  be m e n ta l ly  free , w e re  ex erc is ing  
w h a t  I  c e r ta in ly  th in k  co u ld  be  ca lled  
a liv in g  co n v ic tio n . T h e y  chose to  be 
ab le  to  do w h a t  th e y  b elieved  to  be r ig h t  
r a th e r  th a n  to  do w h a t  som eone else 
to ld  th e m  w as r ig h t, ev en  th o u g h  th e  
la t te r  p ro c e d u re  w o u ld  h a v e  re su lte d  in  
m o re  co m fo rt a n d  re q u ire d  fe w e r a d ­
ju s tm e n ts  a n d  ch an g es.

I n  o b se rv in g  a  d a y  o f th a n k sg iv in g , 
w h e th e r  in  th is  c o u n try  o r a n o th e r , i t  
is w e ll to  re m e m b e r  th a t  those  w h o  
h a v e  th in g s  fo r  w h ic h  to  be th a n k fu l  
f re q u e n t ly  ow e som e o f th e se  o p po r­
tu n i t ie s  to  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  of th e  
th in k in g  o f o th e rs  w h o  h a d  p a v e d  th e  
w a y  to  p e rm it  u s  to  live  in  a m a n n e r  
so th a t  w e  m ig h t ex p ress  ou rse lves a n d  
be ou rse lves. E a c h  of u s  h as  h is  ow n  
c h e rish e d  idea ls . A s lo n g  as those  ideals  
a re  n o t in  conflic t w ith  th e  m o ra l a n d  
socia l s ta n d a rd s  b y  w h ic h  so c ie ty  m u s t 
fu n c tio n , th e n  i t  is b o th  o u r  p riv ileg e  
a n d  o u r  o b lig a tio n  to  liv e  o u r  beliefs, 
to  u p h o ld  o u r  conv ic tions a n d  to be u n ­
a f ra id  to  exp ress in  b e h a v io r a n d  w ords 
w h a t  is n e c e ssa ry  to  su p p o rt th e  con ­
v ic tio n s w h ic h  w e  believe to  be of m o st 
im p o rta n c e  to  se rv e  as a basis fo r  o u r 
l iv in g  a n d  ac tions.

T h is  does n o t  m e a n  th a t  w e  a ll n eed  
b e  c ru sad e rs . M y  co n v ic tio n  th a t  a c e r­
ta in  p r in c ip le  is r ig h t  does n o t g ive  
m e  th e  r ig h t  to  go o u t to  fo rce  th e  
re s t  of th e  w o rld  to  b e lieve  in  th a t  
sam e  p rin c ip le , b u t  I  do h a v e  th e  
p riv ile g e  to  ex p ress  m y se lf . I  h a v e  
th e  p riv ileg e  so lon g  as I  do n o t  in te r ­
fe re  w ith  th e  e q u a l p riv ileg e  o f o th e rs  
to  liv e  in  a cc o rd an ce  w ith  th e ir  conv ic­
tio n s. In  o th e r  w o rd s, to  r e tu r n  to  th e  
t i t le  o f th e se  co m m en ts , l iv in g  conv ic­
tio n s  a re  th o se  w h ic h  w e  h o ld  m o st 
im p o r ta n t  as b e in g  v ita l  in  th e  fu n c tio n  
o f o u r  to ta l  b eh av io r.

O ne co n v ic tio n  w h ic h  I  su p p o rt, a n d  
w h ic h  m e m b e rs  of th e  R o sic ru c ian  O r­
d e r  sh o u ld  a lso  a g re e  w ith , is th a t  v a l­
ues lie  o u ts id e  th e  re a lm  of p e rc e p tib le  
p h e n o m e n a ; th a t  is, th e  w o rld , w ith  a ll 
its  b e a u ty  a n d  w ith  a ll  th e  b en efits  th a t  
w e  m a y  a c q u ire  f ro m  o u r  life  sp e n t in  
i t, h a s  v a lues  th a t  a re  in  excess of, o r 
r a th e r  th a t  tra n sc e n d , th e se  p h y s ic a l 
m a n ife s ta tio n s . I t  is o u r  p r iv ileg e  to 
e n jo y  a ll  th e  b en efits  th a t  life  a n d  th e
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w o rld  in  w h ic h  w e liv e  m a y  bestow . 
I t  is also  o u r  p riv ileg e  to  m a k e  th e  a t ­
ta in m e n t  of t ru e  v a lu es , w h ic h  e n d u re  
b ey o n d  th e  ex is ten ce  o f a p h y s ica l 
w o rld , a  p a r t  of th e  p u rp o se  of life ; to  
cau se  tho se  co n v ic tio ns to  be liv in g ; 
a n d  to  e x e r t  a  d y n a m ic  fo rce  w ith in

o u r  o w n  life  a n d  also  u p o n  th e  b eh av io r 
of o th e rs . T h o se  w h o  a re  ab le  to find  
v a lues  w h ic h  a re  n o t ex c lu siv e ly  re la te d  
to  p h y s ica l th in g s  w ill be g iven  th e  
co u rag e  a n d  th e  a b ili ty  to pass o v er th e  
p ro b lem s a n d  th e  tr ia ls  th a t  com e as a 
p a r t  of life ’s ex p erien ce .

V A V

[ U f lE  ( D a

B y  F a is o n  P e i r c e ,  F . R . C .

n  o m n i p r e s e n c e , O m nis- 
c ience , a n d  O m n ip o ten ce , 
d iv in ity  rev ea ls  itse lf  to  
m a n  as F a th e r ,  Son , a n d  
H o ly  G host.

T o  a t ta in  G od, one  f irs t 
need s to  reco g n ize  H is  
p resen ce  in  e v e ry th in g  
th a t  H e  h as  c rea ted . T o  

e a rn  to  sense  th e  F a th e r  in  th e  lives 
o f each  of H is  c h ild re n  is to  b r in g  to  
o u r  consciousness th e  re a liz a tio n  of H is  
o m n ip resen ce .

I n  o u r  se a rc h  fo r  u n io n  w ith  th e  
C rea to r , w e m u s t  n e x t  a sp ire  to  o m n is ­
c ien ce  o r  a ll-w isd o m . H e re  is fo u n d  
g u id a n c e  in  C h ris t  th e  Son, a  M a s te r  
te a c h in g  of th e  W a y  to  th e  F a th e r . 
W e  m u s t  c u ltiv a te  in  u s  th e  p rin c ip le s  
d e s ig n a ted  as C hris thood .

T h e  H o ly  S p ir i t  rev ea ls  th e  O m n ip ­
o tence  of G od. T h ro u g h  L ove a ll th in g s  
a re  possib le  in  th e  o v erco m in g  of evil, 
fo r  th e re b y  th e  p o w er of G od accom ­
p lish es  its  w o rk  of b u ild in g  H is  k in g ­
dom , u s in g  o u r lives as ch an n e ls .

T h e  L ig h t of th e  F a th e r , w h ic h  has 
b een  sh in in g  sin ce  th e  d a w n  of C rea­
tio n , th e  L ife  of C h ris t th e  Son, as a n  
e x a m p le  to  fo llow , a n d  th e  L ove of G od 
w o rk in g  as th e  H o ly  S p ir it  in  o u r  lives 
g ives u s  th e  k e y  to  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
of th e  w o rd s so o fte n  h e a rd : L ig h t, 
L ife , a n d  L ove. T h e se  w o rd s a re  ju s t  
a n o th e r  w a y  of ex p ress in g  th e  D iv in e  
T r in i ty  —  th e  O m n i p r e s e n c e  o r  u n ­
c re a te d  L ig h t, th e  O m n isc ien ce  rev ea led  
in  th e  liv in g  C h ris t, a n d  G od’s O m n ip ­
o te n t p o w e r in  o u r  lives as th e  H o ly  
S p ir i t  of Love.

V A V

CALIFORNIA,
Los Angeles:

Oakland:

PENNSYLVANIA, 
Phi Jadel phia;

R O SIC R U C IA N  IN IT IA T IO N S
Hermes Lodge, 148 North Gramercy Place. 
Seventh Degree, November 19 at 8:00 p.m. 
Eighth Degree, December 17 at 8:00 p.m.
Oakland Lodge, 263 12th Street.
First Degree, November 20 at 3:00 p.m.
Benjamin Franklin Lodge, 1303 W. Girard Ave. 
Sixth  Degree, December 4 at 3:30 p.m.

(All eligible members will please mark these dates on their calendars.)



Architecture of Dreams
By  A. E. [ G e o r g e  W i l l i a m  R u s s e l l ]

h e n  I  w a s  y o u n g  I  h a u n t ­
ed  th e  m o u n ta in s  m u c h , 
f in d in g  in  th e  h ig h  a i r  
th a t  v is io n  b ecam e r ic h e r  
a n d  m o re  lu m in o u s . I  
h av e  th e re  w a tc h e d  fo r 
h o u rs  sh in in g  la n d sc a p e  
a n d  fig u res  in  end less 
p rocession , t ry in g  to  d is­

cover in  th e se  som e s ig n ifican ce  o th e r  
th a n  m e re  b e a u ty . O nce on  th e  h il l ­
s ide  I  seem ed  to  slip  f ro m  to -d a y  in to  
som e re m o te  y e s te rd a y  of e a r th . T h e re  
w as th e  sam e v a lle y  be low  m e , b u t  n o w  
i t  w as d e ep en in g  in to  ev e n in g  a n d  th e  
skies w e re  to w e rin g  u p  th ro u g h  one 
b lu e  h e a v e n  to  a n o th e r . T h e re  w as a 
b a ttle  in  th e  v a lle y  a n d  m e n  re e le d  
d a rk ly  h i th e r  a n d  th i th e r . I  re m e m b e r  
on e  w a r r io r  a b o u t w h o m  th e  b a ttle  w as 
th ick est, fo r  a s ilv e r s ta r  flickered  above 
h is  h e lm e t th ro u g h  th e  dusk . B u t th is  
I  soon fo rg o t fo r I  w as im p e lle d  to  
look u p w a rd s , a n d  th e re  above m e  w as  
a n  a irsh ip  g li t te r in g  w ith  lig h t. I t  h a lte d  
above th e  v a lle y  w h ile  a  m a n , g rey - 
b ea rd ed , v e ry  m a je stic , h is  robes a ll 
s ta r re d  a n d  jew elled , b e n t  o v e r a n d  
looked  dow n  u p o n  th e  b a ttle . T h e  p au se  
w as  b u t  fo r  a n  in s ta n t , a n d  th e n  th e  
l ig h ts  flashed  m o re  b r i l l ia n tly , som e lu ­
m in o u s  m is t  w as je t te d  u p o n  th e  a i r  
f ro m  m a n y  tub es  below  th e  boat, a n d  
i t  so ared  a n d  p assed  b ey o nd  th e  m o u n ­
ta in ,  a n d  i t  w as fo llow ed  b y  a n o th e r  
a n d  y e t  o th e rs , a ll g li t te r in g  w ith  lig h ts , 
a n d  th e y  c lim b ed  th e  a i r  o v er th e  h il l  
a n d  w e re  soon lost a m id  th e  o th e r  lig h ts  
o f h eav en .

I t  m u s t  be a q u a r te r  of a  c e n tu ry  
ago  I  saw  th is  v ision  w h ic h  I  re m e m b e r  
c le a rly  b ecau se  I p a in te d  th e  sh ip ; a n d  
i t  m u s t, I  th in k , be a b o u t five o r  six 
y e a rs  a f te r  th a t  a second  v is io n  in  th e  
sam e  series s ta r tle d  m e . I  w as a g a in  
o n  th e  h ig h  p laces, a n d  th is  tim e  th e  
a p p a r itio n  in  th e  m y s tic a l  a i r  w as  so 
close th a t  if  I  cou ld  h a v e  s tre tc h e d  o u t

a  h a n d  fro m  th is  w o rld  to  th a t  I  cou ld  
h a v e  c lu tc h e d  th e  a e r ia l  v o y a g e r as i t  
sw ep t b y  m e. A  y o u n g  m a n  w as  s te e r­
in g  th e  boat, h is  b la ck  h a i r  b lo w n  back  
fro m  h is  b row s, h is  face  p a le  a n d  reso ­
lu te , h is  h e a d  b e n t, h is  eyes in te n t  on  
h is  w h ee l; a n d  beside  h im  sa t a w o m an , 
a  ro se-co loured  sh a w l speck led  w ith  
g o ld en  th re a d s  o v er h e r  h e a d , a ro u n d  
h e r  sh o u ld ers , across h e r  bosom  a n d  
fo lded  a rm s. H e r  face  w as  p ro u d  as 
a  q u e e n ’s, a n d  I  lo n g  re m e m b e re d  th a t  
face  fo r its  p r id e , s tilln ess  a n d  b e a u ty . 
I  th o u g h t  a t  th e  m o m e n t i t  w as som e 
im ag e  in  th e  e te rn a l  m e m o ry  o f c iv ili­
sa tio n  m o re  re m o te  th a n  A tla n tis , a n d  
I  c ried  o u t in  m y  h e a r t  in  a p assio n  of 
re g re t  fo r  ro m a n c e  passed  a w a y  fro m  
th e  w o rld , n o t k n o w in g  th a t  th e  w o rld ’s 
g re a t  ag e  w as  a g a in  re tu rn in g  a n d  th a t  
soon w e  w e re  to  sw im  once m o re  be­
n e a th  th e  ep ic  skies.

A f te r  th a t  a t  d if fe re n t tim es  a n d  
p laces I  saw  o th e r  su ch  a e r ia l  w a n d e r ­
e rs , a n d  th is  I  n o ted , th a t  a ll  su ch  v i­
sions h a d  a  c h a ra c te r  in  k e e p in g  w ith  
eac h  o th e r , th a t  th e y  w e re  n e v e r  m ix ed  
u p  w ith  m o d e rn ity , th a t  th e y  h a d  th e  
p e c u lia r itie s  b y  w h ic h  w e  reco g n ize  
c iv ilisa tio n s  as d is tin c t fro m  eac h  o th e r , 
C h in ese  f ro m  G reek  o r  E g y p tia n  fro m  
H in d u . T h e y  w e re  th e  s tu ff  o u t of 
w h ic h  ro m a n c e  is m a d e , a n d  if  I  h a d  
b een  a s to ry -te lle r  lik e  o u r  g re a t S tan d - 
ish  O’G ra d y  I  m ig h t  h a v e  m a d e  w ith ­
o u t q u e s tio n in g  a w o n d e r ta le  of th e  
a ir ,  le g e n d a ry  o r fu tu r is t ,  b u t  I  h a v e  
a lw a y s  h a d  as m u c h  of th e  p h ilo soph ic  
as th e  a r t is t ic  in te re s t  in  w h a t  peop le  
ca ll im a g in a tio n , a n d  I  h a v e  th o u g h t 
t h a t  m a n y  a r tis ts  a n d  poets gave  to  a r t  
o r ro m a n c e  w h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  a n  
e q u a l i f  n o t a g re a te r  in te re s t  as p sy c h o l­
ogy. I  b eg an  to  ask  m y se lf  w h e re  in  
th e  th re e  tim es  o r in  w h a t  re a lm  of 
space th e se  sh ip s w e re  la u n c h e d . W a s  
i t  ages ago in  som e a c tu a l w o rk sh o p  in  
a n  e x tin c t  c iv ilisa tio n , a n d  w e re  these
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b u t im ag es  in  th e  e te rn a l  m e m o ry ?  O r 
w e re  th e y  la u n c h e d  b y  m y  o w n  sp ir i t  
f ro m  som e m a g ic a l a rs e n a l of b e ing , 
a n d , if  so, w i th  w h a t  in te n t :  O r w ere  
th e y  im ag es o f th in g s  y e t  to  b e  in  th e  
w o rld , b eg o tten  in  th a t  e te rn a l  m in d  
w h e re  p as t, p re s e n t  a n d  fu tu r e  coexist, 
a n d  fro m  w h ic h  th e y  s tr a y  in to  th e  
im a g in a tio n  of sc ien tis t, e n g in e e r  o r 
poet to  b e  o u t-re a lise d  in  d isco v ery , 
m e c h a n ism  o r  song?

I  f in d  i t  im possib le  to  decide. Som e­
tim es  I  ev en  sp ecu la te  o n  a w o rld  in ­
te rp e n e tra t in g  o u rs  w h e re  a n o th e r  su n  
is g lo w in g , a n d  o th e r  s ta rs  a re  sh in in g  
o ver o th e r  w oods, m o u n ta in s , r iv e rs  an d  
a n o th e r  ra c e  of beings. A n d  I  k n o w  
n o t w h y  i t  sh ou ld  n o t  be so. W e  a re  
fo rced  in to  su ch  sp ecu la tio n s  w h e n  w e  
becom e c e r ta in  th a t  n o  p o w e r in  u s  of 
w h ic h  w e  a re  conscious is c o n ce rn ed  in  
th e  c re a tio n  of su ch  v is io n a ry  fo rm s. 
I f  th e se  sh ips w e re  la u n c h e d  so m a rv e l­
lo u s ly  u p o n  th e  v is io n a ry  a i r  b y  som e 
tra n s c e n d e n t  a r t is a n  of th e  s p ir i t  th e y  
m u s t h a v e  b een  b u il t  fo r  som e p u rp o se  
a n d  fo r  w h a t?  I  w as n o t  a n  e n g in e e r  
in te n t  on  a e r ia l  fligh t, b u t  th is  is , I  
th in k , n o ta b le  th a t  a t  th e  m o m e n t of 
v is io n  I  seem ed  to  m y se lf  to  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  m e c h a n ism  of th e se  a irsh ip s , a n d  
I  fe lt, i f  I  cou ld  h a v e  s tepp ed  o u t of 
th is  c e n tu ry  in to  th a t  v is io n a ry  b a rq u e , 
I  cou ld  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  w h ee l a n d  
s te e red  i t  c o n fid e n tly  o n  to  its  d es tin y . 
I  k n ew  th a t  th e  clo sing  o f a  tu b e  a t  
one  side of th e  bow  w o u ld  fo rce  th e  
sh ip  to  s te e r  in  th a t  d ire c tio n , because  
th e  fo rce  je t te d  fro m  th e  p a ra l le l  tu b e  
on th e  o th e r  side, n o  lo n g e r  b a lan ced

b y  a n  e q u a l em ission  of p o w er, o p e r­
a te d  to  b r in g  a b o u t th e  change.

T h e re  is a n  in te re s t  in  sp ecu la tin g  
a b o u t th is  im p ress io n  of k n ow led g e  fo r 
i t  m ig h t  in d ic a te  som e co m p lic ity  of 
th e  subconscious m in d  w ith  th e  v ision  
w h ic h  s ta r tle s  th e  ey e . T h a t  k now ledge  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  p o u red  on  th e  one w h ile  
see in g  w as  g ra n te d  to  th e  o th e r. I f  th e  
v is io n  w as  im a g in a tio n , th a t  is if  th e  
a irsh ip  w as  la u n c h e d  fro m  m y  ow n  
s p ir it , I  m u s t  h a v e  b een  in  council 
w i th  th e  a rc h ite c t, p e rh a p s  in  deep 
sleep. I f  I  suppose  i t  w as im a g in a ­
t io n  I a m  ju s tif ie d  in  t ry in g  b y  ev ery  
m e a n s  to  re a c h  w ith  fu ll consciousness 
to  th e  a rs e n a l w h e re  such  w o n d e rs  a re  
w ro u g h t. I  c a n n o t be c o n te n t to  accep t 
i t  as im a g in a tio n  a n d  n o t t r y  to  m ee t 
th e  a rc h ite c t. A s fo r  th e se  v isions of 
a irsh ip s  a n d  fo r m a n y  o th ers  I h av e  
b een  u n a b le  to  p la c e  th e m  ev en  specu- 
la tiv e ly  in  a n y  w o rld  o r a n y  c e n tu ry , 
a n d  i t  m u s t  be so w ith  th e  im a g in a ­
tio n s  of m a n y  o th e r  people. B u t I  th in k  
th a t  w h e n  w e  b eg in  sp ecu la tio n  ab o u t 
th e se  th in g s  i t  is th e  b e g in n in g  of o u r 
a w a k e n in g  fro m  th e  d re a m  of life.

I  h a v e  suggested  th a t  im ag es of th in g s  
to  be m a y  com e in to  o u r  sp h e re  o u t of 
a  b e in g  w h e re  t im e  does n o t ex ist. I  
h a v e  h a d  m y se lf  n o  d e fin ite  p ro o f as 
y e t  th a t  a n y  v is io n  I  saw  w as p ro p h e tic , 
a n d  o n ly  o n e  w h ic h  suggested  itse lf  as 
su ch  to  m e , a n d  th is  w as so re m a rk ­
ab le  th a t  I  p u t  i t  o n  reco rd , because 
if  i t  w as p ro p h e tic  its  s ig n ifican ce  m a y  
becom e a p p a re n t  la te r  on . . . .

— F ro m  T h e  C a n d le  o f V is io n , 
b y  A . E. pp . 93-98. 1918

Special Christmas G ift Rates
Give a R O SIC R U C IA N  DIG EST Subscription

S H A R E  w ith  a  f r ie n d  th e  fa sc in a tin g  d isco v ery  of th is  m a g a z in e  of p ra c ­
tic a l m y s tic a l  liv in g .
E A C H  S U B S C R IP T IO N — w h e th e r  i t  be a C h ris tm a s  G ift, o r  a  re n e w a l 
of y o u r  o w n  w h e n e v e r  i t  ex p ires , i f  y o u  resubscribe  n o w , th e  reduced  
y e a r ’s su b sc rip tio n  is o n ly  $2 .50  (1 7 /1 0  s te r l in g ) .

A D D R E S S
T H E  R O S I C R U C I A N  D I G E S T

ROSICRUCIAN PARK SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, U. S. A.
This offer expires DECEMBER 31, 1955 (60 days extra outside the U .S .A .)
( Rosicrucian m em bers receive com plim entary copies and need not subscribe.)



W ELL O F  IN IQ U IT Y
This mud-brick tower was once a well of cold spring water that quenched the thirst of ancient Babylonians. During the time of its common usage, the infamous King Nebuchadnezzar reigned in Babylon (605-562 B.C.). 

His brutality and depravity were recorded by the ancient Hebrew prophets. The well, the height of which was built up to avoid the accumulation of debris through the centuries, is a stone’s throw from the ruins of Neb­uchadnezzar’s palace.
( Photo by AMORC)



The Master Jesus
Wood-mounted replica of famous painting

A  b eau tifu l rep lica  o f the  large oil p a in tin g  o f the  M aster 
Jesus w hich hangs in the  in itia tion  ch am b er of the  R osicrucian  
S up rem e T em p le  is now  m ounted  on a d is tinctively -g rained , 
5 /1 6  redw ood base- A  new, n a tu ra l color p h o to g ra p h  has 
been used w hich reg isters the  b eau tifu l expression  an d  m ystic 
c h a ra c te r o f the  G rea t M aster.

C oated  and  sealed against d ust and  m oisture, the  p ho to  
com es ready  fo r h an g in g — does not need  to be fra m ed!  T h is  
will m ake an  in sp iring  an d  b eau tifu l p ic tu re  fo r your hom e 
o r sanctum - O ver-a ll size: 7 x 9 .

P O S T P A ID , only  £2.00 ( 1 4 /4  s te rlin g ). O rd e r  from

ROSICRUCIAN SUPPLY BUREAU
S A N  JO SE. C A L IF O R N IA

•  N a tu r a l  c o lo r

•  M o u n te d  o n  b e a u t ifu l ly  
g ra in e d , 5 / 1 6  re d w o o d  b ase

•  C o a te d  a n d  se a le d  a g a in s t 
d u s t  a n d  m o is tu re

•  R e a d y  fo r  h a n g in g —
N O  F R A M E  N E C E S S A R Y

• F u ll size - 7 x  9



T H E  P U R P O S E  OF
T H E  R O S I C R U C I A N  O R D E R

T h e  R o sic ru c ia n  O rd e r , e x is t in g  in a ll c iv iliz ed  lan d s , is a  n o n s e c ta r ia n  f r a te rn a l  b o d y  o f m en  
and  w om en  d ev o ted  to  th e  in v e s tig a tio n , s tu d y , a n d  p ra c tic a l  a p p lic a t io n  o f n a tu ra l  an d  s p ir i tu a l  
law s. T h e  p u rp o se  o f th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  is  to  e n ab le  a ll to  live in h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  c rea tiv e , co n ­
s tru c tiv e  C osm ic fo rc e s  fo r  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f h e a lth , h a p p in e ss , a n d  p eace. T h e  O rder* is in te r ­
n a tio n a lly  k n o w n  a s  “ A M O R C ” (an  a b b re v ia t io n ) , a n d  th e  A .M .O .R .C . in  A m erica  a n d  a ll o th e r  
la n d s  c o n s t itu te s  th e  o n ly  fo rm  o f R o s ic ru c ia n  a c t iv it ie s  u n ite d  in one  b o d y . T h e  A .M .O .R .C . does 
no t se ll i ts  te a c h in g s . I t  g iv es  th e m  fre e ly  to  a ff i l ia te d  m em b e rs  to g e th e r  w ith  m a n y  o th e r  b en efits . 
F o r  co m p le te  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  b en efits  a n d  a d v a n ta g e s  o f R o s ic ru c ia n  a s so c ia tio n  w r i te  a  
le t t e r  to  th e  a d d re s s  b e low , a n d  a s k  fo r  th e  f re e  bo o k  The M a s te ry  of L ife . A d d re ss  S c rib e  
S. P . C., in  c a re  of
AMORC TEM PL E  •  R osicrucian P ark , San .Jose, C aliforn ia , U .S .A . •  (C able A d d r es s: “ AMORCO” )
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N. W. R u th  E v e ly n  P a r k h u r s t ,  M a s te r , A pt. 201, 2810 S h ip ley  T e rra c e , S. E.
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W ich ita  F a lls :W ic h ita  F a lls  P ro n a o s . M rs. W . R . W illiam s, M a ste r, P . O. B ox  818.UTAH
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ARE T H E  TA LES about a th ird  eye true? D id 
ancient man, like the  legendary Cyclops, have an ­
o ther eye in the center of his forehead? Is the 
pineal g land a rem nant of this organ? A re m an’s 
sensitivity and inner percep tion  dependent upon 
the developm ent of this th ird  eye?

Now, in clear language, such otherwise fabulous 
stories about the all-seeing eye, extrasensory p er­
ceptions, and the eye of the m ind are brought into 
the focus of every m an’s understanding. Learn 
about m ental vision and so-called X-ray eyes from  
a lucid portrayal of this phenom enon.

FREE 'Didcocvuie
Y our mind is a m irror of the Cosmic— by means 

of a m inute g land in the center of the head you 
can transform  vague impressions of the Infinite

into  dynam ic ideas— so declared D escartes and 
o ther philosophers. A  free  discourse, entitled 
“ Supersight or the T h ird  Eye,” explaining the 
above fascinating  subjects, may be yours. It will 
be sent you free  for subscribing or resubscribing 
to the Rosicrucian D igest. Y ou may have this 
world-wide m agazine for six m onths for only #1.75 
(1 2 /6  ste rling ), and also the free discourse offered 
above. Use the coupon below and enjoy this 
exceptional reading.
\ RO SIC R U C IA N  D IG EST 
J Rosicrucian Park 
I San Jo se, C alifornia
I G e n t le m e n :

tn c lo se d  please find S I . 75 (12/6  s te r lin g ) fo r ,1 six-months’ 
! subscrip tion, to be sent to the name and address below . A lso , 
! please send me, w ithou t cost or ob ligation , the f r e e  m anuscript

entitled , “ Supersight or the Third Eye."

N A M E ........... ........ ........................ .................................................................................

ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST AD D RESS



/$ d v e * U tv ie < i 6 « t

T h e following are but a few of the m any books o f the 
Rosicrucian L ibrary which are fascina ting  and instructive  
to every reader. For a com ple te  list and description of 
all the books, write for FREE C A T A L O G . Send orders 
and request to address below.

MENTAL P O IS O N IN G  By H . Spencer Lewis, Ph. D.
Do poisoned thoughts, like mysterious rays, reach through the ethereal realms to claim innocent victims? Can the thoughts of some enslave us? Postpaid. $1.95 (13/11 sterling).

BEHOLD THE SIGN By R alph M. Lewis, F. R. C.
A collection of important MYSTICAL and OCCULT SYMBOLS used to perpetuate eternal truths. Fully illustrated. Learn the meaning of cryptic signs used by the avatars and great teachers for centuries. Price, postpaid, $1.45 (10/4 sterling).

GLANDS— Our Invisible Guardians
By M. W . Kapp, M. D.

Do you realize that minute organic substances—glands—often cause your weaknesses and your strong points? They fashion your character and influence your personality. Each glandular excess or deficiency produces a glandular type—a distinct kind of personality. Learn what your glandular personality is. Illus­trated. Postpaid, $1.80 (12/10 sterling).
THE SECRET DOCTRINES OF JESUS

By H . Spencer Lewis, Ph. D.
The secret teachings of the M aster Jesus, for many ages private­ly preserved in unknown archives, are herein brought to light. This beautifully bound book is illustrated with photographs of sacred sites, including the garden tomb of Jesus, as filmed by AMORC Camera Expedition. Price, postpaid, $2.75 (19/8 sterling).

OF GODS AND MIRACLES
By U lrich Steindorff Carrington

Wondrous tales of the ancient Egyptians taken from walls of tombs and withered rolls of papyri. Authentic translations. Illustrated. Price $2.60 (18/7 sterling), postpaid.
The
Rosicrucian Supply Bureau

Rosicrucian Park 
San Jose, C alifornia, U .S .A .


