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of human justice. Here are some flagrant examples: The poor distribution
of this planets wealth among individuals, the injustices against women
in some countries, the inequities created by traditions, the stealing of the
Native Peoples’ lands, child labor, and so on. Families are broken, shattered
after the death of the parents because some children feel wronged in the
sharing of the inheritance. And what can we say about ancestral traditions
in nations that favor the transfer of family land and property to one of the
male heirs and never to the female heirs if there is a male in the family?
What about the inferior salaries paid to women in comparison to salaries
paid to men for doing the same work? There are an infinite number of
injustices, too many to elaborate on.

These injustices violate what we call “natural rights,” those immutable
principles that have equity and common sense as their basis, and which are
superior to the law. The feeling of injustice naturally arises when a situation
occurs that seems iniquitous to us. This often irrational and strong fecling
can even cause us to break off relationships with those we love because
the distribution has not been equitable. It would seem then that for some
the search for justice at all costs has a greater importance than preserving
harmonious relations among all human beings. Respect, which means to have
on€’s rights respected, seems like a basic right. We often hear the following
complaints: we demand our just share; we want what is owed us. We are
convinced that each of us has the right to a share of the wealth available. This
is perhaps one of the expressions of our instinct for property—an instinct,
if we can describe it as such, that leads us to appropriate everything essential
for our survival, and also everything we desire.

Often these injustices are appalling to us. They make us hope for,
and dream of, a better world. Who hasn't imagined a just world one day?
Who has not longed for justice? Why is there so much injustice? What is
it within the heart or soul of people that makes them so unjust towards
others? Why is justice not more evident on this Earth? What should be
done to bring it about? These are some of the many questions philosophers

and thinkers have asked during the ages.
Ancient Images of Justice

We know that within ancient cultures, especially those from which the
Western esoteric tradition draws its inspiration, that justice was an important
concept. In Pharaonic Egypt, the Feather of M2at (Truth) was clearly the
archetype of one kind of justice, that which each soul must face before the
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but to be full of love and goodness. These injunctions are not contradictory
because the one who must be punished for crimes committed owes bis suffering
not to ill will from the judge but from the wrong committed. His own acts have
brought the suffering, which the judge inflicts upon him. When a magistrate
administers punishment, may he do so without hatred; the murderer
condemned to death should, from bis perspective, consider the fruits of his own
actions. As soon as he understands that the punishment is purifying bis soul, he
will no longer lament bis fate.” (p. 58)

“The one whose intentions are justice and righteousness will not know failure

but will succeed in his endeavors and bis success will be lasting.” (p. 59)

Gautama divided the path he was following into eight parts: (1) right
understanding, (2) right thinking, (3) right speech, (4) right action, (5)
right living, (6) right work, (7) right vigilance and right self-discipline, and
(8) right concentration.

Justice and Louis Claude de Saint-Martin

Having briefly examined what religions teach us regarding justice, we
will now look into the writings of the cighteenth-century philosopher,
Louis Claude de Saint-Martin.

First, according to Saint-Martin in his book, Of Errors and of Truth,
people recognize within themselves two different principles, the one
good and the other bad. With one, they know happiness and peace, and
with the other fatigue and torment. The essence of the good principle is
formed from power and all the virtues. Wisdom and justice are its laws.
When people wander away from this principle, they do so voluntarily
for they enjoy their freedom. If we used our will to our advantage, we
would cease to be bad, and evil would not exist. It is through this will
alone that the Principle, which had become bad, gave birth to evil, while
humans had been born for goodness and light. Thus will is said to have
become corrupted.

According to my understanding, working towards goodness demands
a greater act of will than allowing oneself to slide towards evil. Before
transgressing, humanity naturally chose goodness. Gradually, a veil obscured
its thinking; inexorably, one of our attributes, the will, became weakened
bit by bit. A popular phrase describes the force of will very well: “Where
there’s a will, there’s a way!” That is, if one really wants to, one can construct
what is in the heart, and what is in the heart is rarely negative.
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A lack of will has led people into the forest of errors, to laziness,
indolence, theft, impurity of action and thought. It has made us vulnerable
to the temptations of existence. Abnormal behavior has followed—
behaviors that have become disturbing for society, and even dangerous for
individuals. This explains why the wisest (the least affected by this evil) have

had to intervene, to establish rules and make sure that justice rules.

Louis Claude Saint-Martin speaks to us of this justice and addresses the
source of the right to punish:

Now, given that justice is one of the essential attributes of this good
Principle, crimes cannot sustain its presence for one moment, and the penalty is
as prompe as indispensable; this proves the absolute necessity to punish, in this
good Principle.

Humans, according to their first origin, physically experienced this
truth, and they were solemnly invested with this right to punish; in this they
resembled the Good Principle, and it is also by virtue of this resemblance that
their justice was exact and sure, that their rights were real and enlightened,
and they need never have changed for the worse had they wanted to preserve
them; it is then they possessed the true right of life or death over the evil-
doers of their Empire. But let us remember that it was not on other humans
that they could have exercised this right because where they lived then, they
could not have any subjects among beings like themselves.

When humanity fell from this glorious state, it was thrown into the natural
state that gave rise to society, and soon that of corruption. Humans found
themselves in a new order where they had to fear and punish new crimes.
But, just as no one in their current state, can have a just authority over others,
without making an effort to recover their lost faculties, so they will not find,
whatever the authority the right to corporally punish others, nor the right of
life or death over them, since, in their glory they didnt even have the right
over bodily life or death over those subjugated to their domination. ...But at
the same time, it seems even more obvious to us that the criminal justice in use
among nations is in effect only a shadow of what belongs to the Principle we are
discussing; and not taking it as a suppors, it walks in the shadows as every other
human institution, from which results a whole chain of terrible iniquities, and
real assassinations.

Louis Claude de Saint-Martin questions himself about several concepts
and urges us to do the same. He presents us with a vision, his
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understanding of the world. These ideas are not easy to grasp or interpret.
When the philosopher talks about the Principle of everything, I decipher
it in the following way: absolute principle, absolute value which knows its
counterpart on Earth. This Principle has no less a real existence in another
dimension than ours. The proof of this lies in its action; it operates on all
manifested things, but through a veil. Through our evolution this veil must
be dissolved by us.. These absolute principles are, among others, beauty,
justice, wisdom, love, and strength.

In his book, The Spirit of Things, Saint-Martin discourses about one
other aspect of justice: Divine Justice. Here is an extract from his book:

And it is within this marvelous divine economy that we learn to
distinguish profound wisdom and Gods final mercy. Someone had to suffer for
peaples troubles and crimes; only the just could turn these sufferings to account,
and the people are not capable of this. However, we are speaking here only of
the sufferings of the spirit, the only ones that are really expiatory. People often
received corporal punishments but their intelligence did not grasp it, they would
not gain all the fruit from it as they should, and it was only the just who held
their place. (The Spirit of Things, p. 224.)

We think of the sages and prophets who, throughout history, have
suffered for the people. First, leschouah, who gave his life to redeem
our faults; Gandhi, who regularly fasted to stop the bloody battles in his
countries; Nelson Mandela, who was imprisoned for years; and many
more, such as Martin Luther King, who were assassinated because they

fought for equality and peace.

When the Unknown Philosopher speaks of the physical suffering of
the people, we see hunger in the world, the badly housed poor, the lack
of water, health problems caused by pollution, the injuries from war, and
I could go on! All those who suffer in their bodies, do they really have the
physical and psychic energy to understand what is happening? If all human
beings form a body, can the hand that suffers alone bring an end to the
cause of its suffering? The brain is there to understand and intervene. The
prophets and sages would be the head of our humanity and those who

inspire us.

Louis Claude de Saint-Martin speaks to us of “Divine punishment.”
For the people of our generation, that style of language can be off-putting.
In my understanding, I see this more as “the law of cause and effect,” of
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precaution not taken by the fanatical teachers of diverse doctrines who have
depended solely upon tradition and books and who in this way have misled
or deceived people. Rather, by using traditions and books only as subsidiary
means, they certainly could have assured themselves of more success.

In this way, Nature, the Elements, the Arts, the Sciences, Humanity,
thought, languages, civil and political associations, sacred or profane
traditions, in short, all things will be presented to us under an aspect that
deserves our full attention.

Invocation to Sacred Humanity

No, O Humanity, object dear and sacred to my heart, I shall not fear
of having deceived you by presenting under the most consoling aspect that
I possibly can, the wealth, the supports and the testimonies which abound
around you to attest, at one and the same time, to your destiny and the
resources offered to you to fulfill ic.

Therefore, gaze upon yourself amidst these pure and luminous thoughts
which so often flash upon your spirit or your faculty of understanding in
the midst of these secret and inner suggestions which so often stimulate
your soul or your ability to love; in the midst of all the facts and of all the
visible and intellectual tableaux which surround you; in the midst of all
the marvelous phenomena of physical Nature; in the midst of all those
traditional records of the intimate history of your being; in the midst of
your own works and the productions of your genius:

I repeat, gaze upon yourself in the midst of all these beacons of light as
being in the midst of as many rallying points which all tend to bring you
closer to the immovable Truth which must be yours. Think with wondrous
rapture that all these rallying points have for their object the opening of
your organs and your faculties to the Source of this Wonder of which you
have need, and that the One who is the Principle thereof is ceaselessly
occupied in bringing it to you because of the sublime love of the One
for you — the most sublime of the attributes of the Source — and the One
knows that the more the affections of this Wonder multiply for you, the
more the affections of your love and your happiness will also muldiply.

Therefore, let us march together with veneration amidst these
innumerable Temples which we encounter at every step, and let us not
cease for an instant to believe that we, here on Earth, are proceeding along
the unending avenues of the sacred regions.
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