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THE NEW YEAR DAWNS
By Edna Smith DeRan

The moon'’s soft, yellow glow crept over all
And silent wed the dusk of ageing night.
The stars that shed their light in Bethlehem
Tonight are Just as clear and sparkling bright.
The olden year has aged grown and tired.
December's charm has faded, faded fast
The moments tide relentless without pause.
The clock strikes twelve. The year nineteen is past.

It's trials and tears are o'er. The new year dawns

And brings new hope to you and me again.

Let every doubt and fear die with the past.

Dim not the dawning day by grief’s refrain.

We needed heroes for the world’s great war;

Much more are heroes needed for world peace.

And now when strikes and strifes have crushed our
hearts

Must we step forth. Our efforts must not cease.

"Tis now for us with love to readjust

This weary war sick world that’s tired of wails.
We must create the sunshine and the warmth

In these dark days when warmth .and sunshine fails.
Let's hold no thought but ldve and joy and health,
And, patient, work for al! that brings good due.
Let's sow thought seeds of good for every one,
And work for World-wide brotherhood that's true.

Let not one creed bound scruple weight our souls.
Let not one greed bound thought creep in our mind.
Let's know that though the clouds are hanging low
The sun is ever shinning just behind.
Then let the full grown light of love e’er rule
Each day of. this—the year that is. new born.
Let every night he one of rest tell earned,
And wake with love’s great faith and strength each
morn W o+
FATHER AND THE CHICKEN
Charles Hardy in Denver News
My Mother thinks that Father ought to have al-
ways the best,
And she's got him so he thinks that he is better»
than the rest.
She gets his evening paper out when he comes in

at night,

And drags around his easy chair, and tries to use,
him right;

And when we all sit down to eat. She never blinks
a lash,

But hands him out the chicken, and helps us kids to
Bash.

But after Father's rested and has had his evening
smoke

He usually feels better, and he likes to play and
joke;

He helps us with our lessons, and he does it in a
way

That makes them entertaining, and seem just as
good as play;

And sometimes when he goes to bed he hands us out
some cash—

So let him have his chicken, we’ll get along on
hash!

* Kk x

STRIKING AT THE ROOTS

We borrow from- The Two Worlds of Manches-
ter; England, the following strikingly forceful lang-
uage:

Thus says that respectable organ of non-conform-
ity, th? “Daily News," and it is only repeating what
Spiritualists have been saying for fifty years. '

“It is a serious matter for the future life of the
nation, but diagnosis should only be a step to re-
medial measures. What can the churches do? The
answer appears to us plain and straightforward:—

Jettison the creeds, throw overboard the talk of
Divine mysteries; miraculous conceptions. Vicarious
atonements, and salvation by faith, arising out of the
abominable and untrue doctrine of total depravity.

In a Word, scrap the useless and bewildering form
of mental gymnastics known as theology; and con-
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centrate on an appeal to the divine powers and po-
tencies within man. Let us have such teaching as
will produce straight and honorable lives and a
virile practice of righteousness, leading to salvation
by right thinking and right living.

This is what the church' needs, but we fear, it has
.not the courage.”

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

It would seem that Spiritualists above all other
religious sects, should try to bury all the little dif-
ferences that must arise in organizing, uniting
heart in heart and hand in hand for the greater
good to the principle of Truth, but in a disturbing
measure they do not and. stubbornly hold on to
petty differences on the small and merely technical
points, whereyer and whenever their own individual
ideas are in any way to be held in abeyance.

We find this state of affairs wherever we go, and
though we try to smooth down the rough edges we
find those, porcupine quills always standing out “in
self-defense” supposedly, that seem the natural pro-

. duction.of inborn pessimism of the individual.

This is not the only or worst affliction’ of the
body of Spiritualists, many of whom are old
enough to know better, that proves a great hin-
drance to the progress of organized Spiritualism,
but there is a fossilizing tendency in the old-tim-
ers, who have gone into a hole and “pulled the hole
in after them,” to use a homely expression, and are
evaporating into an “ethereal” state, too high to
be seen of active, enthusiastic workers, too “holy”
for association with the “common herd” of people
asking for the truth they claim to have found the
acme of. “Putting their light under a bushel,” and
hiding and hoarding the good things the new seek-
ers need and are searching for.

This strenuous search is .opening a wide field for
the unconscionable fakers, who, we find, spring in-
to “unfoldment” over night, and are ready to catch
the unsuspicious investigator with fake trumpet and
slate-writing manifestations, as well as- other mem-
orized tips from the “blue-book” gang.

The natural “human jealousies” still abound in
“human Spiritualism,” and if he can be trained in
the right channel it must rebound to the safe-
guarding of the Truth that is most dear to all, and
to the uniting of the forces everywhere toward the
upbuilding of a solid body under the banner of the
National Spiritualists’ Association, and the sweep-
ing forward over every obstacle that confronts it,
with its ever-brilliant, translucent light of life, Im-
mortality and Intercommunication between the two’
spheres of activity.

T. Wn,KINS.
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INTELLIGENT AND PERSERVING IN-
VESTIGATORS BECOME CONVERTS

Instances are multiplying in which representative
students after painstaking devotion to psychic prob-
lems have ultimately affirmed acceptance of Spirit-
ualism’s certainty of the continuous existence of
everyone beyond the grave and possible communi-
cation under favorable conditions between individ-
ual entities garbed in flesh and those in spirit dress.

Such men as Robert Hare, Judge Edmunds, Alfred
Russel Wallace, Sir Wm. Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge,
Richard Hodgson, Prof.. Lombroso, James H. Hy-
slop and others were not actuated by preconceived
bias in favor of the doctrines of Spiritualists at the
beginning of their long drawn out investigations of
mediumship but approached them either in a spirit of
actual hostility or of insistence on proofs that would
conform to the most exacting scientific tests.

An article by Prof. Jas. IT. Hyslop on Results of
Psychical Research contributed to the North Amer-
ican Review for January contains this positive sen-
tence: "'J1/ tAir date, however, | consider the Spirit-
istia theory so well proved scientifically that 1 re-
gard every man who dges not admit it simply as
either ignorant or prejitdiced. Schopenhauer said
practically the same thing in 1850.”

Sir Qliyer Lodge’s’ lecture tour to our country
will'Be ma”~é~under private management and doubt-
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less because of that fact attract widespread’ atten-
tion among thoughtful outsiders’ who might be
tempted to shun jneetings advertized under the di-
rection Of Spiritualists,

Warnings to adherents to the Roman Church to
keep away from those gatherings or incur displeas-
ure of and consequent penances by priests acting
for Pope and Holy See, will undoubtedly'contribute
to swell the attendance at all such-meetings.

Prof. Lodge's lectures in Chicago are said to be
scheduled for February 23 and 25.

COME—AND HE COMETH

The olden time centurion wielded no more ar-
bitrary power over his soldier band than does offic-
ial duty over those chosen to be servants of other
people.

In the heart of Holiday week, two days after
Christmas, and four before New Years, attorneys
for the N. S, A. in Texas flashed this imperative
summons: “Important that you come here at
once—Answer.”

.At 8:35 p. m. Saturday of receipt we are rolling
out of Pittsburgh. At 2 p. m. Sunday we are in
St. Louis and at 6:45 p. m. are abroad the “Katy-
Special” headed for Dallas. The long train bumped
unpleasantly whenever it tried to stop and often
during the night we wakened to imagine a fire
company’s mettlesome team was after us with flap-
ping sheets of tinplate beating a persistent tattoo on
the wagon at their heels.

At daylight we were rblling through the mesa-
like fields of .Oklahoma without snow or ice in sight
and from the brown pastures various kinds of
browsing stock lifted ‘their heads in unconcerned
recognition of the passing train, knowing the latter
is powerless ‘to overtake them, if’it chances to leave
its narrow roadway. .

At 11 a. m. Monday-we cross the Red River and
soon are passing fields where more women than
men are picking cotton belated by earlier rains and
they empty their full canvas bags into high, tightly
boarded wagons until the latter drive away to a gin
where seeding, sorting and baling is done. Sur-
prised that 500 pound bales are left unsheltered on
the ground we are told rain scarcely penetrates
them very far because they leave the press in such
compact shape.

At 2 p. m. Monday we are in hustling, growing
Dallas whose excellent hotels lack capacity to han-
dle the transient’ would be guests, but Landlord
Hodges of the St. George, N. S. A. Convention
headquarters in 1912; makes comfortable this travel
weary pilgrim.

Soon conference with our attorneys is under way
and is yet occupying time while connection by wire
is established with distant members of the N. S.
A. board. Responsibility calls for doing the right
thing, in the wise way, at the right time.

On the last day of 1919 the decks are being clear-
ed, the guns shotted and reserve ammunition placed
handy for the opening on January 5, in a District
Court at Fort Worth of a fight to the finish on the
John L. Jackson Will under which the N. S. A. is
main beneficiary, but does not receive out and out
the principal sum left by the testator, but only the
income therefrom, out of which specified legacies,
state and federal taxes and necessary expenses must
he paid through long years.

Standing on the threshhold of this important con-
test let its uncertain outcome impress upon all
Spiritualists still in physical bodies that they give
generously while on earth and escape intensity- of
suffering after going hence by knowledge of* the
bickerings between their mortal heirs and the dan-
ger of diverting their estates from their own cher-
ished intentions.

Juries often pass upon the mental equilibrium of
other people while their own sanity goes without
legal testing,, hence the unexpected by them.

For every cubic foot of an iceberg that is above
water there are eight cubic feet below, .
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY—
RATIONALISM—SPIRITUALISM—
WHICH?

Thomas Grimshaw, Pastor Central Spirit-
ualist Church, Chicago, Replies to M.
Mangasarian, Rationalist.

For some time Spiritualism has been claiming the
attention of the public, such an intense interest has
been aroused in the subject that the representatives
of the two extremes of thought Orthodox Christian
and Rationalist have united their efforts to crush
the monster, and free the dear people from this ter-
rible delusion.

Several Chicago ministers have attacked the sub-
ject in sermons wherein they have endeavored to
tell the people that it was dangerous; that while no
doubt there were some honest mediums they were
the victims of the influence of evil spirits, and that
it was better to let it alone if they wished to avoid
physical and mental breakdown.

The leading representative of Rationalism, ‘in
Chicago, Mr. Mangasarian, has been delivering a
series of lectures upon Spiritualism wherein he has
endeavored to show that it is founded upon fraud,
and abnormal mental phenomena, mostly fraud. He
treats it as an epedemic due to the war and assures
us that it will be cured as a result of the application
of reason and common sense.

The title of one of his lectures was: “Christianity
or Spiritualism—Which?” The substance of his lec-
ture was that both of them are the products of im-
mature minds. Christianity is bad, but Spiritualism
is worse, and declared that if he had to choose be-
tween the two he would accept Christianity because
some of its votaries were at least respectable, while
Spiritualists were of the lower class, going so far
as to say that the African savage and the American
medium were on the same level intellectually.

I would consider it waste of time to reply directly
to these unwarranted and ungentlemanly charges of
this leading exponent of Rationalism; but I believe
it may be profitable to present to you the fundamen-
tal teachings of these three leading systems of
thought, Orthodox Christianity, Rationalism, and
Modern Spiritualism, and leave you to decide which
is the most desirable.

Orthodox Christianity

Christianity is the religion introduced by Jesus
and communicated by him to his circle of followers.
If we had before us the plain, simple, unpolluted
teachings of the meek and lowly Nazarine Teacher,
we should find much in it that would meet with our
heartiest approval; in fact 1 am inclined to think
that- True Christianity and True Spiritualism are
in perfect accord; but unfortunately for the world
these teachings have been hidden by a cumbersome
system of Theology. Theologians have coined a set
of doctrines which they have labeled Christianity;
these doctrines, it is claimed, are founded upon the
Bible and the teachings of Jesus as contained in the
New Testament

What are these fundimental doctrines of the Orth-
odox Christian Church?

1—Th belief in God the Infinite Spirit as the
Creator of the Universe. That God is a Triune
Being: God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost These Three are One substance, equal
in power and glory.

2—The belief that Jesus Christ is the Only Son
of God, miraculously begotten, born of a virgin, etc.

3—The belief that the Bible is the Infallible Word
of God. That God the Holy Ghost inspired holy
men to write it, and that it is a Revelation of His
will and purposes to mankind.

4—A belief in a Devil, a Fallen Angel, who is
constantly seeking to destroy that which the Creator
builds, more especially to turn men’s souls towards
evil.

5—The belief that Man is a Fallen Creature; that
he was in the beginning created pure and, innocent,
but that he succumbed to the wiles of Satan and
has fallen into a state of sin.

6—The belief that Man’s Salvation can only be
brought about as a result of believing; that through
the shedding of the blood of Jesus atonement was
made for the sins of the world.

T7—The belief that all those who believe in the
efficacy of the atoning blood of Jesus, the Infallabil-
ity of the Scriptures, arid the doctrine of the Trinity,
will go to Heaven when they die, whilst all those
declining to believe will go to Hell.

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

Of course there are many minor doctrines which
tlié faithful are supposed to accept, but those I have
mentioned may be classed as fundamental.

Rationalism

Rationalism represents primarily a revolt against
tlic supernaturalism of Christianity. It finds the
final test of religious truth in human understand-
ing, conscience and reason; but there are various
types of Rationalism, ranging from Deism to the
most blatant form of Materialism which seeks to ex-
plain all the phenomena of nature, including life and
consciousness, by the mutations of matter.

1 hold in my hand a printed copy of" a lecture de-
livered about a year and a half ago by Mr. Man-
gasarian in which he undertakes to explain what the
Creed of the Rationalist really is. Permit me to
present to you a summary of that creed.

1—A Rationalist is one who will not give .his
assent to any proposition which he does not under-
stand and cannot prove.

2—A Rationalist believes that matter is indistruct-
able and uncreatable.

3—A Rationalist is one who believes that matter
and force are one and the same, differing only in
their manifestation. That force is simply matter in
motion.

4—A Rationalist believes that thought and matter
are inseparable; that thought is the function of the
ganglionic cells of the cortex of the brain. The -
brain is the man; there can be no intelligence when
the brains are out.

5—A Rationalist believes that his soul, is his
thought.

6—The Rationalist believes that Man’s only Im-
mortality consists in living again in the minds of
others.

7—The Bible of the- Rationalist is the Great Book
of Nature.

8—The God of the Rationalist is the Law of
Progress, the great Supreme Power—an ever active,
never pausing divinity.

1 will reserve my comments until | have presented
a summary of the fundamental teachings of Modern
Spiritualism.

Modern Spiritualism—It's Declaration of
Principles
We believe in Infinite Intelligence.

2—We believe that the phonemena of nature,
physical and spiritual, are the expression of Infinite
Intelligence.

. 3—We affirm that a correct understanding of
such expression, and living in accordance therewith,
constitute true religion.

4—We affirm that the existence and personal iden-
tity of the individual continue after the changes
called death.

5—We affirm that communication -with the so-
called dead is a fact scientifically proven by the
phenomena of Spiritualism.

6—We believe that the highest morality" is con-
tained in the Golden Rule: “Whatsoever ye would
that others should do unto you, do ye also unto
them.”

7—We affirm the moral responsibility of the in-
dividual, and that he makes his own happiness or
unhappiness as he obeys or disobeys Nature’s psy-
chic laws.

8—We affirm the doorway to reformation is never,
closed against any human soul, either here or here--
after.

I have here presented what | believe to be a fair
and unbiased statement of the teachings endorsed
by these three schools of thinkers. Permit me now
to offer my comments upon the same.

Orthodox Christianity rests upon the idea that
God, a Supreme and All Wise Spirit Personality,
created man in the likeness of his own image. That
he (man) fell from his state of innocence as a re-
sult of being tempted by Satan. As a consequence
of this act of disobedience, in partaking of the fruit
of the forbidden tree, all the generations of men
born since Adam and Eve’s time, .have been in a
state of sin. God later caused a virgin to bear a
child, Jesus, who was destined to suffer and die,
that through his suffering and death atonement
might be made for the sins of the world. If we be-
lieve in- the efficacy of this sacrifice to atone for
our sins, and are willing to accept of it, we may in-
herit Eternal Life.

These doctrines, it is claimed, are founded upon a
Divine Revelation; the flwWord of God’’; that is to
say, God the Creator has told, us through the lips
6r pens of inspired men, who lived; in Palestine or
Judea long ago, how he created the world and man;

_vhé are to be redeemed from sin and iilc

hoW sin and misery came into the world a i |
A
qucnces.. | s =1

It will be needless for me to say that b 1
Spiritualism and Orthodox Christianity are as r |
apart as the poles; the teachings of the two si?"i
can never be reconciled.

Spiritualists do not believe in the Anthronm,
phic God of Orthodoxy.

Spiritualists d6 not believe in the Fall of \an ]

Spiritualists do not believe that Jesus was mi-
ulously conceived.

Spiritualists do not believe in a Personal Dm |
who tempts men to- sin.

Spiritualists do not believe that the sacrifice of
the innocent Jesus can save them from the legitim/,
consequences of their sins.

Spiritualists do not accept the Bible as an Inf-jj.
ble Revelation from an All Wise Creator, f., |
Spiritualists look upon the Bible as a record of | 1
experiences of a remarkable people. It contain
many valuable lessons, mixed with much thatj
crude and sometimes revolting. It is a very valiajd 1
book to those who no longer treat it as a fetish, -
read it in the light of reason and modern Spirited
tic discoveries as to the nature of inspiration. Spirt- 1
ualists have a high regard for Jesus, looking
him as a great spiritual teacher and remarks m
medium. .

Let us now turn our attention to the Rational;;.-.

Creed.
We are told: “He will not give his assentto a
proposition or statement which he cannot under-
stand and cannot prove”—which really means that
must first appear reasonable to him before he rj |
accept it; reason is to be the final arbiter. I beliess 1
this to be a splendid rule. Reason is without ac-
tion our highest guide; but, my friends, we shod!
never lose sight of the fact that reason is noti-
fallible, and- that it is liable to be swayed by prej-
udice. A man whose reason is immature and dec-
inated by prejudice will hurl his invectives at th!
fallacies of another man’s thought, but be blind a
the fallacies of+his own. | am very much airil
that if we are to reject every proposition we c-
not prove our judgments will be faulty, and os
progress limited. For illustration, apply this rle
to the other items of the Rationalist’s Creed.

2—“Matter is Indestructible, therefore Uncrea-
able.” | also believe that substance in some forms
indestructible. It is a necessary truth; we cawii
conceive of something becoming nothing, or i
nothing, becoming something, but to use the lanj
uage of Herbert Spencer, “We can have no expera
mental verification of the truth that matter is if
destructible without a tacit assumption of it"
cannot proceed to demonstrate the indestructibility
of matter, or that it was not created; we can oy
say the contrary is unthinkable.

3—The Rationalist assumes that “matter and fora
are one and the same, differing only in their mp'
ifestations; that force is simply matter in motion.
The Rationalist certainly cannot prove this st
ment. The subject has been under discussion W
ages and we are no nearer a solution. No one knoo
what either matter or force in their essence red?
are. The Rationalist has a perfect right to say tW
in his opinion matter and force are one and fW
same, but not to offer it as a demonstrated fact.

4—The Rationalist believes that “thought and tnit
ter are inseparable, that thought is simply the it\"
tion of the ganglionic cells of the cortex of Ne
brain. That the brain is the man, and that there J1
be no intelligence when the brains are out. Hel
a right to believe this, if it appeals to his reason
it does not appeal to mine. What does Mr. Ma'
gasarian mean when he says that thought and mif
ter are inseparable? Does he mean that Whereet
we find matter we shall find thoughts? No, he W
not really mean that, as he goes on to explain N
thought is merely brain function, that “without®
grey matter of the brain there can be no though!'
that wé have no experience that we could citew
show that the brain fed with the blood stream ho?”
the heart is not absolutely‘indispensable to ratW
nation. Who is this we? | presume he means,”
has had no experience, but there are millions of
pie living who declare they have had many sudi®
periences, and among them are*some of the i»*
most scientists of the age. | repeat he has a -
to his beliefs,' but he blunders when he repress
his beliefs’ as the conclusions of science.

5—He believes that “his soul is his- thought,
that his only immortality consists in his thought

-m
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ing on in the minds of others.”” What a glorious
prospect! We are-to live on, be as it, were rcin-
camated into other minds. 1 am very much afraid
if that is to be our only immortality, most of us
will not live very long. The fact of the matter is,
according to this theory, we don't survive the des-
truction of our physical brains; but our thought,
which we.have been previously informed was only
brain function, lives on—the froth of the brain's
activity, although the brain itself be turned to dust,
will live on and on down the ages. Certainly our
rationalistic friends-would not presume to say this
proposition can be demonstrated; and consequently
according to the first item of his creed, it should not
be assented to.

7—The Bible of the Rationalist is the Great Book
of nature. If is also mine. |1 think this item is the
best in his creed.

8—The God of the Rationalist is the Law of
Progress. The Great Supreme Power—an ever ac-
tive, never-pausing divinity. | always thought that
the Laws of Nature simply represented the way in
which Nature did her work. It is certain that the
Law of Progress is a very’'wonderful law; so are all
of the other laws of Nature. If these laws of Na-
ture are wonderful, what of Nature herself? Surely
she is greater than any one, or all, of her laws, and
I cannot for the life of me see how any reasoning
man can single out any one law in Nature, and make
of it a god. Perhaps it is because my mind is im-
mature-

In conclusion let us speak of the Spiritualist Creed.
The God of the Spiritualist is that great inscrut-
able power which lies at therroot of tilings, and
finds expression in the multiform phenomena of
Nature, physical and spiritual. 1f wfe are to get- ac-
quainted with that Power we must study Nature
with her myriad forms. The more we study the
more firmly we are convinced that that Power is
Intelligent, for the universe is intelligible. We can-
not comprehend that Power or Intelligence, there-
fore we refer to it as Infinite.

Our religion consists not in creeds, but in living
in accordance with Nature,-adjusting ourselves har-
moniously to her.

When Spiritualism speaks of man, it speaks in no
uncertain language. ..By its phenomena it has proven
conclusively that the Thinker the Soul is a real En-
tity, separate and distinct from the physical body he
manifests through, and survives, its disentegration.
The physical body-is not to be despised; the brain
is really a -wonderful organ, its condition affects the
character of the thought expressed through_it. We

' do not wish to underrate its value, but the soul can
get along without it. This is but the primary school
of the Thinker’s life. Here he learns aJew lessons,
masters a few problems, makes a few conquests, but
over there beyond death he will go on evolving the
diviner possibilities of his nature.

The tomorrow of death will be bright and beauti-
ful, or otherwise, according to our lives. We are
personally responsible for our acts. It may be pleas-
ant for some people to believe that they can evade
the consequences of their conduct by casting their
sins upon Jesus, or through annihilation; but the
Spiritualist knows from the testimony of a multitude
of spirits that it is not possible. That the law of
Cause and Effect is inviolate, and just as surely as
we do wrong, just as-surely will we meet the legiti-
mate consequences of that wrong doing.

Our rule of conduct is the Golden Rule: "What-
soever ye would that others should do unto you do
ye also unto them,” I we lived up to this rule there
would be no more wars; if we lived up to this rule
we should never lie, or cheat, or misrepresent, or
deceive our neighbors; but none of us Spiritualist,
or Christian or Rationalist do. Why? Because we
have not as yet attained that degree of ‘spiritual un-
foldment which will enable us to become masters of
our lower animal nature, and the temptations of the
outer world. Much as the world may be benefitted
by the conquests of physical science, a knowledge of
tilings material will never in itself save humanity
from the hells 6f selfishness and hate; only when
we are able tp realize our spiritual selves, and the
spiritual possibilities that are our, shall we cease to
do .evil and learn to do well.

While recognizing the full responsibility of the
individual, we-iknow that none are hopelessly lost,
that although ““A man may .be- down, he is never
out™ The gateway of reformation is never closed,
and if he fail to make good here, he will have an-
other and ahOncr chance over there.

These are the doctrines taught by returning spirits
our Orthodox critics class as evil. This is the sys-
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tém of thought classed by Rationalistic critics as
monstrous. The adherents of Spiritualism have been
recruited from all ranks in society, from the king
to the peasant; intellectually from the scientist, the
college professor, to the man who has been de-
prived of educational advantages. Religiously from
Catholic and Protestant denominations, it has even
recruited thousands of adherents from the Rational-
ists, Agnostics and Matcrialsts:  Why has it won
over these men and women in spite of tile.bitterest
opposition? Because of its facts, because it rclilly
proves its contentions. Then why, if it is true and
can be demonstrated, do these representatives of
Orthodoxy and Rationalism oppose it? Because
it proves the falsity of their teachings. Materialism
which*frequently passes for Rationalism cannot live
in face of the facts being demonstrated to the world
through mediumship; neither can Orthodoxy with its
pernicious dogmas of total depravity and everlasting
torment. The fight is on. It is natural for the
enemy to squeal; let them have that satisfaction.
Spiritualism has nothing to fear, if it is true—and
it is—it is bound to come out conqueror. My Spirit-
ualistic friends, calm yourselves. 1 know it is not

. very' nice tp be called a fool-and charlatan. Let it
stimulate us to renewed effort to spread the truth;
let us forget the things that divide us, unite our
forces to spread the Gospel of Glad Tidings. The
dead live, our loved ones can come back,to dry the
mourners’ tears, and give to this heartsick, war-
sick, weary world new courage and hope, and the
. glad assurance of an endless, progressive life for
the human soul.

* x x
SCRAPS

In 1914-the United States had six dyestuff fac-
tories. Now there are fifty.

The New York post office handles normally 20,-
- 000,000 pieces of mail matter a day.

In Norway married couples may travel on rail-
way trains for a fare and a half.

Peasant women of Italy, ‘Dalmatia and Switzer-
land cultivate their hair especially for sale, twice a
year, to hair dealers.

The white poplar can be used as a lightning rod.

It is against the law to issue Sunday papers in
Melbourne.

The pearl is the only gem that does not require
the lapidary’s art to bring out its beauty.

There are 30 miles of cluster lights in Seattle,
Wash.

The exclusive food of the harpy eagle of Brazil
is monkeys.

It has been said that eight or ten rabbits eat or
destroy as much grass as one sheep.

It takes three men six months to make a cash-
mere shawl, which requires ten goats’ fleeces.

The skin of an elephant, when tanned, is very ex-
pensive, the tanning taking about six months.

Rubber feet have been invented that can be at-
tached to -the legs of wash boards to prevent them
slipping on the bottoms of tubs.

An English railroad is painting the hand rails of
its freight cars white so that trainmen can see them
more easily at.night.

Obstructions are removed -from Paris sewers by
a hollow ball six feet in diameter, moved by the
flow of the sewage.

The Northern Pacific R. R., the road of the Big
Baked Potato, has the reputation of giving the best
meals at the lowest prices of any railroad in this
country.

A medical authority .states that only in one case
out of fifteen are both eyes in good condition.

There are three varieties of dogs that never bark
—the Australian dog, the Egyptian shepherd dog and
the “lion-headed™ dog of Tibet.

The Vatican is planning for the restoration of
Catholicism in Asia Minor and Northern Africa,
from which regions it disappeared during the cen-
turies of Moslem growth.

The female frog is usually larger than the male.

Perfume received its first real development in
Persia, and later the priests of Egypt devoted much
time to the manufacture of perfume and aromatic
oils.

z When the United States entered the war there
were 2,562 physicians in the army and navy. When
the armistice was declared 38,000 were in the ser-
vice,

Albert E. Boergen, president of the local Spirit-
ualists’ society in Massillon, O., has patented a de-
vice for cooling refrigerating cars. He says the
spirit 8f a Philadelphia inventor presented him with
the idea.
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KIND WORDS FROM THE TRIBUNE

The Chicago Tribune has long-been known as one
of the few great newspapers of- the country which
has almost uniformly taken a position antagonistic
to Spiritualism and mediums. Yielding, however, to
the widespread demand for information along
psychic lines, the Tribune has recently devoted con-
siderable space to reporting the doings of various
Chicago societies and mediums. Most of these
references have been more or less unfavorable in
character; but a notable exception was made in a
very kindly reference in the Tribune’s issue of De-
cember 28, 1919, two wellknown local mediums
who appear regularly on the platform of Central
Spiritualist Church, and whose names were given
to the Tribune investigator by Geo. F. Seely, presi-
dent of that organization. The mediums receiving
this favorable attention were Mrs. M. E. Taylor, of
624 N. Monticello Ave., and Mrs. Anna Zurfley of
905 N. Trumbull Ave.

The following brief extracts from the Tribune
article will be appreciated by the many friends of
the ladies in question:

“l found Mrs. Taylor to be a neat little woman
in a neat home, believing sincerely in her clairvoy-
ant power. She told me of a mother who had come
to her in distress, thinking her soldier son was
dead. She had been so informed 'by the war de-
partment. Mrs. Taylor had a vision of the son
alive, sitting before a camp fire. She gave this to
the mother and sent her away comforted. Later it
turned out that the boy was alive and well.

Mrs. Zurfley is another woman of the same type,
honest, and using her power for good. They take
small fees usually, but do not depend on this prac-
tice for a.livelihood. Mrs. Zurfley told me of a
happening a year and a half ago in my life which
! impressed me as a strange coincidence or as a tap-
ping of the consciousness below the surface.

“These mediums do not believe this power should
be used for curiosity or for self-gain, but only in
the sacred way of spiritual development and guid-
ance.”

*

OFTEN TRUE OF AMERICAN
SPIRITUALISTS

' More than two years ago an English Spiritualist
described the multiplication of local societies in
Great Britain by method of fession in the following
language:

A very large number of Spiritualistic societies are
formed after the Amoeba plan, and suffer from one
disorder which is prevalent among the Non-Con-
formist sects; that of too frequent splits and the
founding of small competitive societies.

. A society is established and with say an able Pres-
ident, does, some useful work. Ultimately, however,
an individual well weighted with vanity and little
wisdom, aspires to office of President. A clique is
gathered about him, and unless the clique obtain
their object, a “division” is the result.”

*  *

There are occasions when existing conditions war-
rant the separation from the parent body of a junior
organization because of differences in individual
temperament, heredity, education, personal develop-
ment, territorial needs and divergent ideals.

When the divisons take place for those and simi-
lar reasons they are as natural as the swarming of
bees out of -the old hive in quest of a new one and
will not result in the creation of jealous rivalries
or mutual antagonisms. Parent and child will re-
joice in each others well doing and be thankful fcr
everything accomplished by either for promotion of
the common cause. No matter by which one done,
truth becomes the beneficiary and both rejoice.

On the other hand it not infrequently happens that
desire for personal notoriety through more advertis-
ing publicity and an increased financial benefit there-
from to manager and medium prompts seccders to
set up for themselves. Then you may anticipate- pet-
ty and bitter antagonisms and outsiders becoming
disgusted with inharmonies among Spiritualists
themselves.

Why not cultivate unity in spirit notwithstanding
separation in external formalities?

e ( o o
Water wings were invented by the Maori maiden

hundreds of years before the British conquered
these New Zealand natives.
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JANE JONES'
Jane Jones keeps a whisperin’ to me all the time
An'’ says: “Why don't you make it a rule
To study your lesson, an’ work hard an’ learn,
An’ never be absent from school?
Remember the story of Elihu Burrett,
How he dumb to the top;.
Got all the knowledge that he ever had
Down in the blacksmithin’ shop?”
Jane Jones she honestly said that -was so;
Mebby he did—I dunno;
’Course, what's a keepin’ me away ‘from the top,
Is not never havin’ no blacksmithin’ shop.

She said ‘at Ben Franklin was awfully poor,
But full of ambition and brains,
An’ studied philosophy all ’is hull life—
An’ see what he got for his-pains.
He brought electricity out o’ the sky
With the kite an’ the lightin’ an’ key,
So we're owin' 'im more’n any one else
Fer all the bright lights 'at we see.
Jane Jones' she actually said it was so;
Mebby he did—I dunno;
’Course'what’s alters been a hinderin’ me *
Is not never havin’ any kite, lightnin’ er key.

Jane Jones said' that Columbus was out at the knees

When he first thought up his big scheme;
An’ all the Spaniards and Italians too
They laughed and just said ‘twas a dream.
But Queen Isabella she listen’'d to him,
And pawned all her jewls o’ worth,
An’ bought him the Santa Mariar, and’ said
"Go hunt up the rest o' the earth.”
Jane Jones she honestly said it was so.
Mebbe he did—I dunno;
#* 'Course, that may all be, but you must allow,
They ain’t any land to discover just now.

. *—Chicago Tribune.

THE SUPREME 'OBLIGATION OF SPIR-

ITUALISTS TO HUMANITY AT THE
THRESHHOLD OF 1920

Never before has Spiritualism had such control
of the ears, eyes, thoughts and longings of the men

and women of earth as at the present hour.

It has been said by a recent writer that the Spirit-
ualists found the facts of continuous existence and
intercommunication between mortal and spirits and
have clung to them with a tenacity rivaling that of
learned people of
earth have felt themselves obliged to give heed to

the importunate widow, until

the claims made for reputable mediumship.

This universal renaissance of an obscured truth
has set religionists of both Protestant and Catho-
lic schools to wondering whether the stone which
their doctrinaires have rejected is not destined to
speedily become the corner stone of all of earth’s
religious systems because it satisfies the longings of
human minds and hearts as the teachings of no other

system have been able to do.

New environments bring new duties.

of helpfulness for all mankind.

e * o

Will Spiritualists now be equal to supplementing

the deeds of the pioneer with the constructive work

of actual settlers? There are fields of hindrances
to be cleared, acres of fertile soil to be upturned and
pulverized, many, furrows to be wisely seeded and
harrowed and all supplemented with careful culti-
vation. o e

Shall they forfeit their present accomplishments
and allow late comers to reap the fruitage of their
past labor and enter upon the rewards they them-
selves have deserved? . .

Mr. J. Arthur Hill, one of England's most force-
ful living writers upon Spiritualism recently used
this pointed language: ‘*Whether Spiritualism will
gather external dignity and freeze into a respect
able orthodoxy or whether it will leaven and merge
from existing forms, producing a better form than

All Spirit-
ualists should feel the added responsibilities now de-
volving upon them. They have been the pioneers
who blazed the way through the tangled under-
growth of sectarian intolerance, breasted the storms
of derision and misrepresentation, dared in the
quest for truth to- face the threatened eternal loss of
their own souls until their cause is set upon the
candlestick of popular attention and sheds its rays
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cither, remains for the future to show.
case will rest with its adherents.”

any

Just as the stream rises no higher than its source
so Spiritualism will be judged by the character’and
quality of its mediumship. We need to stand for
the kind which has to its credit far more of accura-
cies in facts than failures and mind racking mis-
takes.

Occasional exactness may be charged to fortunate
guess work while repeated "experiences of that na-
ture serve to emphasize the probabilities of actual
supernormal manifestations.

How many times have you hesitated, kind read-
ers, from lack of confidence in some one medium
to whom you could safely refer a personal friend
and sincere investigator in dire need of counsel and
comfort?

Laity and mediums must not forget that a Spirit-
ualism which lacks true spirituality is a body with-
out a soul, a useless system which befogs instead
of benefits those attracted by it.

More high grade mediums strong in reliability
and upright in every relation of life are humanity’s
crying need.

Abilityito do fair privaterand circle work does
not prove equal fitness for platform message giving
any more than success in the latter guarantees sat-
isfaction to the lone .sitter. All the conditions en-
tering into any manifestation of genuine medium-
ship, whether physical or mental, have not yet been
mastered by mortals.

Stainton Moses, England’s medium of marvelous
powers and high repute as a man, original promoter
and first president of the London Spiritualist Al-
liance, passed from earth in September, 1892, at the
early age of 53 years.

He left behind him many counsels whose clarion
notes are mingling with the chimes and anthems of
the present holiday tide and will continue on into
the years yet unborn for the uplift of the coming
questions.

Let us sit in contemplation of fragments of his
utterances and then apply them to the needs of to-
day. Listen: "Let us study the conditions under
which the best results may be obtained from me-
diums-—;

A medium should be dealt with in the same
way an astronomer would deal with one of his most
delicate instruments—he should be kept from the
possibility of being, dominated by any earthly in-
fluence; trained in habits of temperance, sobriety
and chastity; placed outside of the range of vulgar
temptation and kept unspotted from the world—;

The most obscure of all subjects, the most fugi-
tive of all phenomena are dealt with on principles
that may do for blasting rock or clearing virgin
forests but which defeat their object when applied
to cases where precise knowledge and delicate care
are the first requisites—;

It should be impossible for ignorant people to
gain access to public circles and make- a ' fiasco
through ignorance; in order to elevate and purify
our communications we must exercise supervision
over those whom we admit to our circle; the best
results will always be obtained in harmonious family-
circles, where jealousy, mistrust and the grosser
passions find no place; it would seem as if the men-
tal obliquity of some of the sitters caused equivocal
phenomena—;

When we can get our phenomena produced under
conditions which we have tabulated 'and laid, down
according to rule, when yye can get them at will, we
shall be in a very different case; our best energies
should be spent to achieve this—;

Instead of permitting or tolerating what may
wear even the appearance of fraud-, whether the au-
thors of that fraud be men or controlling spirits,
we should set ourselves scrupulously to eliminate it
by making the conditions of investigation such as
to preclude its possibility.”

Fellow Spiritualists—a sacred burden is the re-
sponsibility we bear-fail not for sorrow, falter not
for fraud, but onward, upward till the goal of re-
liability becomes established]

Standardization of mediumship of every phase is
our imperative Auty |

Prof. Hyslop says: “Readers must learn to dis-
tinguish between objections against a theory and
perplexities or problems within it. Nearly all the
so-called objections to it, except the possibility of
fraud, are not objections at all, but additional prob-
lems.
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Elizabeth Harlow Goetz

. Thaq, Supreme Obligation-of every Spiritualist
this time is to uphold and support their organiz
tion, that a greater, work than ever may be
There is great need of work in the field at large 1

In theyear 1920-there should be- at least one 1
meeting held in every city of any size, with 40 *
least of our strongest and best workers at the

Another! Pilgrimageisuch as was taken in pif-j
by our President and others should be inaugur,

“and carried- out. - These meetings always held jJ

conjunction with the State Association where ih”.|
is one. When there is no State Association tlEj
with the local society if there be one. The worker,
who do their work should be paid a fair alary ~1
expenses. This should be done, for the - periente, '
at our National Convention prove to ' that the
people are anxious for such work.

Another Supreme Obligation is that .--ritu-ilRt,
both workers and laymen, should becon1 more -.1
lightened’on their religion, philosophy .+ scktcj]
so that they may meet the hungry public in an -.1
telligent manner and not have to quote when LL.1
ing but speak from personal understanding

The time has come, when the public in general 4,1
not want diluted or sugar-coated Spiritualism, --3|
the pure, unadulterated quality. There should bt|
study classes in connection with every society -4
the members attend, not leaving it to outsiders. |

We must prove to the world that we not oaM
demonstrate, and preach but live our truth, and th]
it helps us in every’department.

I wish every Spiritualist in the United Stats
would subscribe for The National Spiritiaust]
and also send One Dollar to our Secretary forr
working fund for the coming year.

If there are 100,000 Spiritualists in the country]
just see .what it would mean to work in general |

Let us wake up to our obligation and make 193
an epoch-making year.

Elizabeth H. Goetz.
" From Vice President Whitwell

In reply to the question asked by our National
President: “What is the Most Important Duty th:
Spiritualism Owes to Mankind at the Opening of
the Year 1920?” | would say it would seem tole
very difficut to point to any one particular depart-
ment of life or duty to which Spiritualism
turn its attention that is not already- receiving tie
earnest attention of sincere people who are bamiri
together into organizations for the purpose of fet-
tering conditions which they feel need their attew
tion or assistance.

All of these efforts, however, of the charitably
minded, the sympathetic, the fraternal and the re-
ligious, are in a measure, apart and divided, also at
mainly intended to relieve or mitigate conditions
which in a normal and sane world have no rightto
exist and should be eliminated.

So long as we allow ourselves to look upon thes
who have not been blessed with the same oppo
tunity in life as ourselves as being mere objectsal
our so-called charity, and satisfy ourselves
handing them a few coins in the name of charitji
and then feel that our whole duty to them and K
God has been done, just so long the need for due
form of charity will exist. ]

So long as Orthodoxy teaches AS TRUE R4
LIGION Christ and Him Crucified, and Sakata
by His Blood, so long will there be necessity W
Orthodoxy to teach of an angry God and an OrtM
dox Heaven and an Orthodox Hell,

What the world needs today is a new centi
to life, a new incentive to live the life, and this dj
only be obtained by the gaining of a new view *
outlook upon life. Life here, life hereafter.
life continuous and eternal]

The realization of the continuity of life, pro'¥?
by the knowledge of the possibility of communA
ing with those who live on in the spirit world.4
the pnly one thing that can ever give to the
this' new outlook which it requires and which alo;
is capable of giving to it that one thing which
been the dream of the Ages.

""The Fatherhood of God and the Brother»”®

of MMH."

How miserably Orthodoxy of the past has fa!
to give to the world this condition: the history |
the past two thousand years and the conditio®'
the world of today will testify.

How well a true and correct understandingoi -
physical and spiritual laws of nature, which 4
the laws of God, will succeed in bringing t0"
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world a better humanity, is well understood by the
student of Spiritualistic philosophy.

While much has already been accomplished in
the world by the mOre general realization of the
continuity of.-life after the change called death, |
feel that the'highest duty of: Spiritualism to man-
kind at this time is to make such conditions for the
perfect development and use of mediumship that
every person in the world may be able to receive
positive evidence of the continuity' of life and of
the possibility of communicating- with those who
have passed on into spirit wbrld. ' With such
knowledge firmly ‘established and accepted Charity
would be changed into Justice, Credalism into True
Religion, Salvation into Progression, Individualism
into Brotherhood.

The Highest duty of Spiritualism to mankind at
the opening of the year 1920 is perhaps as well ex-
pressed in the words of the "Objects,” as adopted
in the Articles of Incorporation of The St. Paul
Spiritual Alliance, organized at St. Paul, Minn,,
April 7, 1889, and incorporated at St. Paul, Minn.,
Aug. 5, 1889. And to those old pioneers who
organized this church, now known as The First
Spiritualist Church of St. Paul, Minn., | gladly pay
the tribute of saying | believe they adopted at that
time what is. probably the most concise and compre-
hensive statement of “Objects” that has ever been
adopted by,any religious organization be they Spirit-
ualist or Non-Spiritualist- . The Statement’' 6f ob-
jects reads as follows:

“The objects of this Religious Corporation shall
be to proclaim the religion, science and philosophy
of modem Spiritualism, to encourage lectures on all
subjects pertaining to the Spiritual and Secular wel-
fare of mankind. To protest against every attempt
to compel mankind to worship God in any particular
or-prescribed manner. To protect and encourage
spiritual teachers and mediums in all laudable ef-
forts in giving evidence or proof to mankind of a
continued intercourse and relationship between the
living and the so-called dead. To encourage every
person in holding present beliefs always open to re-
statement as growing thought and investigation re-
veal new truth, thereby leaving every individual free
to follow the dictates of reason and conscience in
spiritual as in secular affairs.”

_Jos. P. Whitwell.

From Secretary Kates

This subject presents itself as one of supreme
importance to consider from the standpoint of
Spiritualism and other great cults of the world. The
obligation to disseminate any acquired knowledge
and to present an important fact that may be dis-
covered, is undisputable. Every person who obtains
an important discovery or learns a hitherto un-
known truth, surely owes the world its impartation.

Knowledge is a world-wide benefactor. No one
can dispute the need of all people to know all pos-
sible of this world, its laws, processes and proba-
bilitiés.  All knowledge has been discovered and
awaited discovery. Man has acquired his splendid
profundity by search and application. Very little
has been given by revelation without search. No
supreme power has forced revelation upon our un-
derstanding further than to reveal its operations,
such as sunshine, rain, earth, air and water. These
in turn gave no information to the superficial ob-
server, nor revealed their benefactions except by
experimentation and application.

The child-mind knew nothing of the fructifying
power of the earth and the generating powers of
sun, air and water.

Many well known developments and some of the
simplest, found mentalities who proclaimed them
impossible.  _

Who could be so created in the early stage of
planetary life as to possess a comprehension of the
great things man lias developed out of the void of
an earth-world such as the earth-glébe was some-
time before the first forms appeared on its surface?

The stupendous work of man is staggering. The
claimed creator of it all surely left the greater work
for human ‘beings; If man had waited for God-
revelations, how much would he have done? All
1along the way, however, knowledge and.the applica-
tion of power has been proclaimed as contrary to
God’s will We ate of the “tree of knowledge” and
earned our living by the “sweat of our brows."
These have given us.-all of the progress we have
made since primitive’' man on earth had it all to learn.
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If.God destined us to.acquire all this by our genius
and effort, for. our earth-comfort and to aid the plan-
et to perform its great mission, why should we hesi-
tate to explore the- spiritual realms beyond- present
abode? Is anyone warranted in stating that knowl-
edge. of the .soul-lands beyond the death abode of
the mortal body is so .hidden that God forbids our
exploration? Have you been forbidden to create
.any of the progress you have made? Are not you
the natural benefactor of all that is good, or the suf-
. ferer of all that is detrimental?

Are not results perfectly natural and the .effects
absolute from the producing causes?

If spirit-life beyond earth-death is proven, ‘ and
spirit communication between mortals and spirits
established, is it not our duty to make these facts of
+ utility to the human .family?

What is the good of discovering another continent
unless we establish personal relationships with that
gontinent ' Of whMuse is wirdlfiss-telegraphy unless
we use it for. communication?

So we might ask about ev'ery discovery. ' Human-
ity does not wait for human or divine authority to
utilize all these. He proceeds at once to make good
use of them.

Should either spirits or mortals wait for’ authority
to communicate with each other, when they have
discovered means to that end?

Shall we judgefthe benefits by their “fruits”' or
shall we with-fear and trembling refrain from the.
blessed privilege?

Love halts not; neither does a desire for knowl-
edge forbid us from accomplishment.

+ As Spiritualists, then, our supreme obligation is to
proceed in our effort to perfect the modes of com-
munication with the spirit, realms.

We have not been satisfied to enjoy only the “rap”
or the Ouija Board.

The trance has been evolved and oiir loved ones
speak to us in person; as they also do by the inde-
pendent voice finder various aids we give them.
We have developed automatic writing and positive
independent writing. Who shall say the modes have
all been accomplished?

Shall we stop, satisfied with what we have? Did
we become satisfied with- light and heat achieved by
rubbing two sticks together? ’ Shall we stop with
electric light and heat? What are the Sun possibili-
ties?

Humanity owes all it can accomplish for world-
benefit.

Spiritualists oWe all they can accomplish for soul
benefit in the eternal realms.

Our duty is not done when we develop some mode
of inter-communication with the spirit-world.

The superior, perhaps supreme, benefit will be in
establishing systems of instruction by the spirit den-
izens.

To me, the supreme duty we owe humanity is to
develop means for spirit instruction.

Hence, o.ur trance lecturers are to be the superior
force of Spiritualism. Lecture halls, churches, tem-
ples and scientific associations are to be the modes
for a propaganda that bless all people by such
knowledge of life in its continuity, that drive away
the gloom and. sorrow of death, teach the correct
method for soul salvation (progress), usher in the
true religion of soul joy and develop humanity to
the degree of self-responsibility 'for progress and
purity here and hereafter.

j There is the simpler need that we shall each sup-
port the cause of spiritual, progress we-name Spirit-
ualism, by individual effort, energy, finance and or-
ganized cooperation.

George W. Kates.

*

* *

From Trustee Barwise

1920 marks the opening of a new era,in the his-
tory of the world.- The League of Nations covenant
will be operative among "those nations ratifying the
same. Lady Astor takes her seat in the old, con-
servative House of Commons, National Prohibition
becomes-a part of the Constitution in these United
States, and the Susan B. Anthony Amendment will
be all but ratified by the necessary thirty-six States
before the year is.out, The world is in a state of
seething mental and social .ferment. The ideas and
emotions of mankind-have suddenly boiled over, and
there are those who fear,that this overflow will put
out the fires of civilization., But there is'nothing-to
fear. Those great forces and principles which hav.e
*been operative, to bring the planets from the fiery
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nehulfir.’the, na¢&-hcfsé/*nd/./e?Cgje'-from ,the Silurian
mollusks, all the arts and sciences from the pithecoid
ability to seize a club-and hurba stone, may be trust-
ed to keep right on in their ceaseless, if benevolent,
grind. + * " T= AV <

The question is; then:" Is Spiritualism ih*harmony
with the newor imptilse’'s and ideals, or antagonistic
to them? Is it fighting with the stars or against
them? "What then/’is tke-suiifeme duty of Spirit-
ualists to the world tinder these conditions?

Probably most of the ills in the world today, if
carefully analyzed,’ could ’be traced to the reaction
from despotism in politics, or. religion—to the twin
.curses of mankind, kingcraft and' priestcraft—the
one enslaving the body, the other the mind. Super-
naturalism is the mother of both. Divine rights of
kings and divide revelations to- priests are equally
the' outgrowth of'false conceptions of the universe,
and of that power back of it which most men call
God. Autocracy’and 'orthodoxy are twins. What
mankind first needs to’ learn is that there is no divine
jugglery either -With men or ‘ideas, that everything
unfolds easily and naturally from the preceding, that
the universe is pulsating with divine life, that “the
phenomena of nature both physical and' spiritual are
the expression of Infinite Intelligence.” The Spirit-
ualist trusts’ the 'universe. "

The Spiritualist does not cringe at new ideas.
He knows thatall bits of'truth fit together into a
perfect, cosmit, mosaic; that facts must be friendly,
that one part of the universe does not give the lie
to any other part. Spiritualists were evolutionists
ten years before Darwin’s “Origin of Species” ap-
peared. The X-ray was neither new of startling to
them, for their mediums had been seeing through
solid matter for fifty years." ' Wireless telegraphy
and its emphasis of vibrations was in line with what
had been constantly emphasized-by ‘the phenomena
of the seance.- In a word, Spiritualism, being evi-
dential in its basis/force's|Upon the mind a larger
view of the universe and its possibilities than that
which is naturally concomitant with those systems
of thought.

Spiritualism is ‘in harmony with the processes of
the scientific mind. It satisfies the longings of the
broken hearted as no other religion can do. Spirit-
ualism is in harmony with the temper of the age.
It stands for the unfoldmerit of all the powers and
possibilities of the mind and soul.--

It is the supreme duty of every Spiritualist to do
‘all in his power to carry the great torch of his re-
ligion into the’regions still enshrouded in the dark-
ness of Orthodoxy. His duty does riot end with
his support to his local society or to- his State
Association. The only agency in América which
can carry on this great work in -a manner com-
mensurate with its importance,"Which can.invade the
rigid South, is the National Spiritualists’ *Associa-
tion. Every Spiritualist .in America should do
something every year for the National. Spiritualists
of means'should follow the example'of.John L.
Jackson of Texas, and remember the National
handsomely in their -wills. All the endowment
funds of the National are worthy of help, but the
one above all others specially designed to carry
our truth into new regions is the Propaganda F.n-
dowment Fund. The slogan of the St. Paul Con-
vention in relation -to this fund was, “Two Hundred
and -fifty Thousand by 1920.” And it begins to
look as though we might be successful. But this is
only a beginning. What the cause in America needs
is a million dollar endowment. Our'battlecry should
be, “A MiiHo» by 19251” This' is'riot impossible.
Any of the big colleges raise a million before break-
fast every once in a while, simply because they have
their alumni trained to git>e* Let us think, talk and
dream, "A Million by. 1975/'l. and let us all talk be-
quests and donations among our friends. If every
ope interested in Spiritualism in this country should
send a check- to Mr. Stevens, our Treasurer, for
what amount he or she' could honestly, afford, we
should have all the funds the cause would-need.

The supreme duty, then, of American Spiritualists
is to. support the National Association with' all their
resources; financial- as well asmental-—with checks
as well as prayers—to the end that» it may carry the
sweetest and most ‘consoling philosophy and religion
the world has ever seen to the benumbed minds and
aching hearts of* sorrowing millions.-

Mark-A. Barwise-

Concluded on Page 6
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THE SUPREME OBLIGATION
(Continued from page 5)

From Trustee Griffen

The world is concerning itself as never before
with th'd probl&ns'of .file land. death. It is no longer
satisfied with .the": teaching-of “false doctrines and
heresies,” and would' be- delivered from them if it
could but find the real-, truth-to put in their 'place;
for mankind must have a. reliyfiriii;'br religions, say
what you will. Men and women are thirsting for
knowledge tipon the great and. ever-interesting ques-
tion of- Immortality; of’ the- Soul;, and they are be-
ginning to realize that it,is. only in and through

Spiritualism that-they can know.- 1

We—those who-are blessed- with the knowledge
which Spiritualism affords—owe it to humanity now
more than heretofore™ do we'not? to see to it in
so far as in Us lies, that nothing in the way of

. "phenomena but the genuine be presented. We should

not only be fearless' to expose, denounce, proscribe,
ostracise and exorcise the- fraudulent medium, but,
'in my opinion, should also'discourage and keep in
the background the partially developed and the ig-
norant medium until-, they shall become properly de-
veloped and qualified for'public work. Let them
“tarry at Jerusalem” until their- bear.ds are grown,
or go to school until tthey -can at least speak the
English language without committing ‘grammatical,
murder in every sentence.. The physical medium
may talk any language he pleases.in any way he
pleases, and’he will only be held accountable for the
genuinness of the phenomena.
I Mediumship seems, to be an-endowment of the
individual regardless' of his or--her moral or'in-
tellectual’status, but, again in-my Opinion, the im-
moral medium dries as much harm to the cause of
Spiritualism as 'the’ fraudulent” medium; and not-
withstanding his gift’l think it will prosper if he
.were eliminated.’

As to public teachers of Spiritualism, the public
judges our philosophy largely by-its'representatives
and spokesmen. An ignorant speaker who uses un-
grammatical language,’misquotes history, and mis-
represents the facts.of science, creates an unfavor-
able impression in the: minds ‘of -his hearers as to
.Spiritualism itself. | once heard a Spiritualist lec-
turer say. that it took three- years fot light to come
from the sun to earth.” (It takes a' little over eight
minutes.And still another one pretended) to quote,
in a public lecture, something that “Pluto- said some
five hundred years ago!” How that infernal old
god must have laughed when he heard that from his
throne in his dominions below.

There is no knowledge in the fields of science,
history, philosophy, religion, ethics, art, music, po-
etry, that a speaker can by diligence acquire that
would- hot serve him in his work on the Spiritualist
platform, excepting, perhaps, what might be called
technological knowledge; especially should he be
versed in knowledge of Spiritualism, ancient and
modern; and he should appreciate.Jh® moral and
religious value of Spiritualism to- the world, and be
able to present what he knows with all the en-
thusiasm and earnestness of .the devoted devotee
and believer.

“*Be versed in ancient lore, and familiarize your-
self with the modern; then may you become a teach-
er.”—Confucius.

Finally, eyery Spiritualist owes it to humanity
that he so live and walk among his fellowm'en that
they, seeing him, will impulsively exclaim, “Ecce
Homop" “Behold A Mani"

A. M. Griffen.
. g ox
From Trustee Evans

The New Year opens up exceptionally’auspicious-
ly for Spiritualism. The world in general is tak-
INg a deeper and more vital interest in the question
of communion with the departed. It is recognizing
the truth of the continuity of life and as more and
tnore people become interested they naturally turn
a questioning glance at. the adherents of our re-
ligion to see what manner of,people they are.

Spiritualists -adhere that those who have gone to
the unseen realms .continue more clearly than be-
fore their watching -and guiding, Over those they
have left behind;-that they-know our very thoughts
and actions and that we are largely guided by those
Unseen powers. This being true, are we .better 'be-
cause of this knowledge? . Does this belief influence
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our minds and daily actions? Do we live better
lives? Have we a higher standard for our mode of
living? .If so, do we conform to that higher stan-
dard we have set for our religion?

The World, in general, is asking these questions
and look to the Spiritualists for answer. It be-
hooves us, then, to prove our assertions that knowl-
edge of the continuity of life and the overpowering
guiding spirit of our departed loved ones have made
us kinder parents, better children, dearer compan-
ions, truer friends, congenial neighbors, consider-
ate leaders and more' loyal, patriotic citizens.

Spiritualists should enter the New Year more
determined than ever before that as they stand
in the limelight, of tlie world’s questioning glance
they will not be found wanting in the high standard
that Spiritualism has taught them.

. C. L

. x % Evans. |
JUDICIAL MENTION OF SPIRITUALISM

A recent decision by the Court of Civil Appeals
of the Second Texas District contains language of
at least passing interest to Spiritualists at large.

The case was entitled Burchill versus Herms-
meyer and went upon appeal to the above named
tribunal from a trial court in Forth Worth, Tarrant
County. It grew out of a suit to recover $10,000,
alleged to have been paid for oil company stock by
.plaintiff upon fraudulent representations, among the
latter being advice by a medium favoring the in-
vestment.

We quote from the official syllabus of the de-
cision whereby judgment of the lower Court was
reversed and the cause remanded:

“In an action to recover money paid for stock in
oil company on the ground of fraudulent repre-
sentation as to existence Of oil under the land, held
that the representationsi of the defendants to the
effect that spirits had revealed through a medium
the existence of oil in valuable quantities beneath
the land in question must, under the circumstances
of the case, be regarded as insufficient to form a
basis for relief asked by plaintiff.”

Chief Justice Conner in rendering the opinion for
himself and two Associate Justices said:

“The general rule is that a false representation,
in order to authorize relief on that ground, must be
of an existing fact, and not a promise of something
to be done in the future...........

“We do not care to say that spirits from the great
.beyond may not visit and communicate with the
living, nor that it is impossible for man’s spiritual
powers to be so developed and purified as to con-
stitute a medium for communication with disem-
bodied beings, for the phantasm of today is so often
a reality of tomorrow..............

“But these subjects belong to realms and powers
that as yet must generally be classed as purely spec-
ulative and not so established by evidence cognizable
by the law which we are required to administer as
to be classed as facts—as among proven things.

“Indeed, we think it may be said that a belief that
the living, through the agency of a medium, can
receive authentic information from the spirits of
the dead, is, in the general acceptance of mankind,
a species of delusion, and that such communications,
in general +acceptance, are of trio unsubstantial
character to be received as representations of fact.

“We think, therefore, that the representations of
the defendants, if any, to the effect that spirits had
revealed, through a medium, the existence of oil in
valuable quantities beneath the lands in question,
must, under the circumstances of the case, be re-
garded as insufficient to form a basis for relief to
plaintiff.........

""So far--as the evidence called to our attention
shows, the work may now be continuing, and while
the oil has not been developed at near the surface
as was contemplated, (600 feet) the truth of the
spiritual prophecy may yet be, demonstrated of oil in
paying quantities under defendant’s lands.”

* %

G. K. Chesterson once sai¢l that the trouble with
Christianity is not that it is difficult and has failed,
but that it is difficult, and has never been tried.

A thorough going remedy for Ireland’s ills has
never been tried, to the point of being actually ap-
plied.”—New York Pos.t. .

Politics are warming up among the Democrats of
Texas and the women of the state are feeding, fuel
to the rising blaze.

Hon. Joseph W, Bailey» who sometime, ago rather
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dramatically terminated his service as United Stat
Senator from Texas is now undertaking a campg;
presumably having for its ultimate purpose his
turn, to the upper house of Congress from the Lo'i
Star's jurisdiction.

Inasmuch as Mr. Bailey has been hostile to X
tional Woman suffrage, to prohibition and to (ki
League of Nations the feeling towards him is
unanimously favorable among'the newly enfrjn
¢hised gentler sex.

At a luncheon following a formal meeting of the
Texas State Democratic Executive Committee I[rs]
Nonie Boren Mahoney .of Dallas said:

""We women are against J. W. Bailey to the U
ditch. He talks about chasing people into the Gulf
of Mexico. We will chase him into the Gulf of
Mexico. He has come down here and organized a
‘ex-party’ and after the July primaries he will be Jn
ex-meddler in. the politics of this State. You men
‘don’'t seem to be able to take care of him, but
women will. We know all the dirty work he has
done against the women and we will tell those who
don't know, and it won't lose anything in the telk
ing, either. (Laughter.) There isn't a womanu
the world who has .done anything who is for Joe |
Bailey..' The women are going to have a meetin; |
here and fix up some things that will curl some-
body’s hair.” (Laugh}er*ang applause.)

ARE MUSICIANS IRRESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR ACTS

. At Turin, recently, Arturo Toscanini, mentioned

as a possible successor to the widely mourned Cam-

panuii. as Director of the Chicago Grand Open

Company, was acquitted on the charge of assaultin;

one of his violinists during rehearsal.

The evidence of a prominent psychologist, Prof
Pastor, was as follows: “The maestro is possessed
of a sublime frenzy, during which his normal per-
sonality forsakes him, and he is transfigured by
genius. In a paroxysm of inspiration he falls th|
tragic prey to the tyranny of his art and his faculty
of distinguishing good from bad is subordinated
His inhibitory nerves are completely paralyzed.”

Under this diagnosis is it not self evident fa
cultivation of musical powers is even more demor-
alizing than the development of mediumship? Sus-
pension of personal responsibility is deplorable
when the innocent are made to suffer.

May not the offending violinist have been a-
periencing a smiliar obession? If Toscanini come
to America he may find the other fellow first seized
and himself the maltreated one. Anything to re-
store common sense and civilize artistic tempera-
ments |

* ok x

BILLY SUNDAY
He raised his hands high and he clenched bis
fists tight,
He jumped to the left and he leaped to the righ,
He sat on the floor and he stood on the chair,
He ruffled his shirt and he towsled his hair,
He howled and he yelled and he twisted am
squirmed,
He crawled and he sprawled and he wiggled am
wormed,
He ranted and raved and his face became red,
He danced and he hollered and stood on his hew
He rattled and prattled, he ripped and he tore.
He chattered and splattered, he stamped and»
swore,
He cracked a poor joke and he told an old swWh
He pointed the way to his heaven and glory:
He took off his coat and he tore off his tie,
He swore every faith but his OWN was a lie.
He drew a fine line with a thin piece of chalk
And declared if thereon you were caieful to"3]
You'd arrive in his heaven and all would be?
But that all other ground Was the pathway to Ne
He told us the devil for each of us waited,
He shouted, he spouted, he gesticulated, ,
He roared and he shrieked and he foamed at
mouth, n
He pawed the air north and he spit the air s°!
He sneeredf and he snarled and his eyes bria
wild—" . g R , "
And all in the name of*th.(’ec Christ, who was nll

The people were pleased with these elegant s
They yelled their approval and gave of

ns; .
filled his hat full to the brim with their
To hear the glad tidings that hell is net coH-
Frederic Raper, In “The M<Ne¢
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GREAT COMMOTION IN THEOLOG-
ICAL RANKS

Manifestations of ‘increasing anxiety are heard
from the star occupants of various religious pul-
its.
P The rising tide of interest in Spiritualism is creat-
ing a consternation among the elect akin to that of
Belshazzar whose thoughts troubled him and whose
knees smote together as the fingers of a man’s
hand wrote upon the plaster of his palace wall while
princes, wives, and concubines vied \yith him in
drunken revelry, the ominous decree: “Thou art
weighed in the balance, and art found wanting.”
Solicitude for the present and grave concern for
their future personal comfort are profoundly stirred.

* ok o«

Listen to a liberal preacher who is weighted down
with a greater pack of intolerance than he struggled
under when being educated in Calvanism for a
Presbyterian Missionary to his native country but
who perhaps found that personal comfort and a sat-
isfying competence called him to labor among the
heathen of the United States and kept him from
dangerous proximity to the murderous Turks: “All
mediums are frauds. I've never met one who was
honest and I've met a great many.”

We tremble for the security of Omniscience upon
his legendary throne should this'Mr. Know Every-
thing intrude himself into that reigning sovereign’s
domain!

Has it ever dawned upon this gentleman that com-
mon fairness requires that those charged with
wrongdoing be furnished with a copy of the charges
and are further entitled to the right of open de-
fense?

Shall all the mediums of civilization be convicted
upon his merely charging them with trickery without
offering sustaining evidence and the most of whom
he has never seen?

Because the press of his resident city teems with
particulars of a crime wave both by day-and by
night, will he for that reason charge every one of its
-3,000,000 inhabitants with being thieves, burglars,
sandbagge'rs and murderers| and proceed to convict,
imprison or execute them without a legal trial or
opportunity for. defense?

May not men arid-women equally as clear brained
as himself, more impartial in spirit and of far wid-
er experience in psychic matters have had most sat-
isfactory results with some upon whom he places
his personal brand of dishonesty? Has he forgotten
that there- were times and places when the Master
Medium of mankind did not do many mighty works
because of current unbelief?

Modern day Sadducees whé believe in neither
resurrection, angels or spirits are worthy progeny
mof their long ago ancestry arid are entitled to the
full solace of their self chosen views.

« * *

Then a good Methodist pastor seeking to protect
his local flock from outside truth tells his congre-
gation: “It may be that communications can come
to us but they do not come through mediums, there-
fore we must let Spiritualism alone.”

The exact meaning of those words seems to be
that messages must come directly to the person for
whom they ate intended arid in no other way. Why
did not the Lord bring his revelations directly to
this preacher instead of using Jesus as an interme-
diary? Why did God use Samuel as the medium to
apprise Saul of his selection as King of Israel in-
stead of making it known to the son of Kish in
person? How is it that ancient prophets, seers or
mediums were so frequently charged with important
messages to men instead of their coming by divine
delivery to each person concerned? Why did Jeho-
vah resort to angels to reach Abraham, Lot and
-other patriarchs instead of coming himself personal-
ly?

Does not the Bible record overwhelming evidence
that Infinite intelligence uses natural laws, men and
spirits for dealings with the children of earth?

Thus we see that those who are sensitized to a
highly responsive degree become messengers to their
fellows of lesser intuitive vibrations.

LK K«

The same pulpiteer charges against Spiritualism
that it "does not have a college, an institution of
standing, or & church with real standing in this
country. It ifts no dignified literature, and no so-
cial class of standing.”

Right there we' seemed to hear a Pharisaical
smack of the clerical lips as Ae thought: "God, |
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jtfiaijk thee, ;that 1'am not as other men are” or even
as those Spiritualists.

He has forgotten the beginnings of Methodism
when its spokesmen were uneducated ranters who
scorned theological training, ,

Not-a word’does he utter about lion-sectariart in-
stitutions of learning, schools fitting pupils for the
practical affairs of life and the great universities
which arc overshadowing merely dcmoniriational i
academics and colleges.

Such a man knows nothing of the growing wealth
«of the literature of Spiritualism and dare not read 1
it if placed at his dispgsaL

A Catholic advertisement in the New York World
of December 14, says: “There are literally hundreds
of new books on Spiritism, for it is-chiefly the educ-
cated who are flocking to and enriching mediums” |
and the Mother Church hates' the thought of any |
money escaping its rapacious maw.

The above critic has no doubt kept abreast of all
such new books and is at the same time familiar
with the best of the old, & Davis, .Peebles, Tuttle,
Sargent, Owen and others.

X

We had much amusement over lack of social
standing on the part of present day Spiritualists who
find- themselves in excellent company and their cause
growing in popularity everywhere among substantial
men and women.

* Kk %

Had this -intelligent assailant ever heard of the
Morris Pratt Institute or of the scores of Spirit-
ualist Churches all over our land, some holding ser-
vices in buildings they own and others in well
equipped and centrally located halls? Spiritualists
seldom have occasion to point to abandoned church
buildings standing like cemeteries as memorials' of
departed glory.

Judging by’ the loudest protests, the Roman
Church is sorest hit by dread of spreading Spirit-
ualism. Dr. -McMahon has rushed into ,the public
limelight to' fortify the faithful against possible
danger from Sir Oliver. Lodge’s lectures during that
scientist’s coming visit to the United States. He
sounds the warning-to the .sheep of that fold: “Ab-
solute prohibition by the Church upon any dabbling
with Spiritualism.” .

The time is not yet so remote’that the thoughtful
do not remember when the same power fulminated
direful threats"against any of its devotees who dab-
bled with Protestantism, or .ventured to be inter-
ested in Luther, Melancthon,- Huss or Zwingle. In
spite of it all the Reformation'grew in power and
millions of its living adherents are amused by the
continuation of the same childish prattle.

Science and Scientists have successfully withstood
all'efforts by the Romanists to get. the strangle hold
and thus throttle humanity’s progress educationally,
as well as religiously, , . .

The same authorized spokesman graciously gives
relief to the customary tom tom of the works of
the devil by saying that these spirits were not neces-
sarily angels or devils, but the Spirits of unbaptised
children, and others who had not attained grace and
yet had not been condemned.”

« * %

No ritualistic mummery or solemn ceremonial
of earthly life if they had reached the age of! per-
sonalresponsibility. Away with, the idlenonsense that
the little Innocents of human homes and hearts are
ever subject to condemnation. Whether baptized or
unbaptized "'Let the Children Come in” for they are
folded by loving Spirit Mothers and guided by wise
Spirit .teachers who understand their possibilities
and,carefully nurture their growth.

* kx x

"The consciences of Catholics are enlightened by
the Holy See" but the rest of us believe that Jesus
taught that those who worship in Spirit and in
Truth are always welcome whether in Jerusalem,
Samaria, Rome, Constantinople, Mecca, or elsewhere,
independent of set times, forms or the aid of self
constituted assistants, arid find God in their silent
or spoken aspirations.

We can not quite agree with Dr. McMahon that if
Spiritualism was a new revelation it would do away
with all the teaching of Christianity. On the con-
trary it comes as, fulfillment of everything actually
taught by Jesus, who said nothing of the Fall of
Man, of the Trinity or of the Atonement.

"No, Christian is permitted to seek 'knowledge
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from tho; dead;” .-.Wasi Jesps,therefore'a.-heretic
‘when lie,talkéd'\"itn'M'6ses>"andiElias-’on the Moun-
tain top? Was it rare prudence-on the part of God
to fully cridofs'dihat occurrence by the clairaudient
Utterance: .“JhiA is my beloved Son, in whom 1
am well pleased,- hiarfye liith."

The ancient Church-vainly tried,to keep the Bible
from the commdh people because the latter were not
qualified to handle it wisely.1 And yet the masses
sometimes stumbling in interpretations, have risen
higher in their standards than though it had been
doled out to them, in teaspoonful doses by selfish
clericals.

The same body will be.no more successful in try-
ing to fully monopolize mediumship and inhibit its
manifestations save to,the favored few. The truth
shall set men freel. +

SOUTH BEND AND MISHAWAKA

Chas, A. Thompson writes: |

The Progressive/Spiritual Society has had for its
workers during' the- ‘past month as speakers, Bro.
Chapman, Bro.-Palmiter, Bro. Hool and Sister Hool.
Our message bearers have, been, Bros. Tampol and
Hool, and the writer,-also Sister Thompson and Sis-
ter Shaffei/ of Saginaw, Mich/ It is a great Spirit-
ual blessing to listen to- Bro. Chapman who takes his
subject from the audience, and always gives us an
‘impromtu poem’ evejry Sunday, and from the atten-
tion of the people-they-drink in every word. Bro.
Palmiter is going-to give us a series of six lectures,
begining in January, the subjectis," from “Conception
to Transition.” ' 1

On Sunday, Dec.-:‘2ist, we'are going to have a
service for the children, find".'Sister Hool is going
to try to get a lyceum! started...

We have just secured.i.00-more chairs the prop-
erty, of our society, and.50 new song books, our
audiences are growing every Sunday, in fact it is
all we can do to accomodate the people.

South Bend-'--at theipresent time is having the
greatest, boom in its.history and rooms and houses
are at a premidjn’. (.

We have had non-spiritudlists attend our meeting,
and after meeting they -told us they had a different
opinion about our philosophy, &nd about us than they
ever had before;'expressing surprise to hear us pray,
and ask God to bless those who were sick, and the
result is we are having the.pleasure of seeing their
whole familiesiti our me'etiings.

We hold a Testimonial‘Meeting once a month, and
it's a treat to hear the people-testify.".

We are pleased to announce that our Mishawaka
friends have organized a-society'at Mishawaka, in
Moose Hall, and we hear they are having successful
meetings.

Our society will give ¢n entertainment and dance,
Jan. 29, in Redmen’s Hall. Sisters Hool and Thomp-
son are the ones,,engineering it.".

* * x

PROPHECIES FOR 1920

According to the annual custom' of Dr. Zaida
Brown Kates, of ‘Washington, D. C., under, control
of spirit Aaron, she gave prophecies, Sunday, Jan-
uary 4th, at the Unity- Spiritualist Church, for the
year 1920. A very large audience was present. The
entire lecture was-ktetiogrhphically reported by Mr.
I, C. I. Evans, and will appear in The National
Spiritualist February .issue.. , So.many persons al-
ways want this report of prophecies each year, that
we urge advance orders to make sure of obtaining
the paper,

* Kk ok

GOLDEN BELLS

A quiet wedding took place -at the home of the
writer in -Indianapolis on- the evening of Dec. 20th,
when Dora Edith Miller-and Glenn F. Adams were
united in marriage.

Both of the contracting parties have a large circle
of friends, who wish them to receive choicest bless-
ings and a pleasant! voyage through life. They will
reside in Indianapolis and work to bring our cause
to & higher and.llobler plane an that field.

Rev. Robert W> Henry. '
eV e
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES

Marriage Certificates suitable 'for Spiritualists,'25
cents each or six for one dollar. Christening Cer4
tificates, suitable for Spiritualists, 10 cents each or
six_for 50 cents.

For. Sale by the National Spiritualists’ Associa-
tion, 600’ Pennsylvania Ave.,"'S. E., Washington,
D. C.
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A WORD TO FRIENDS

Subscribe for The National Spiritualist and re-,
new expiring subscriptions.

There have been many flattering letters sent to the
Editorial sanctum; in reference to this venture of the
N. S. A

It is now one year since- the first issue. When our
children reach their birthdays, we commemorate with
gifts. Let all who feel the venture has been worthy
the trial not only re-new. but send the “child” a
birthday gift that is substantial, that it may in its
second year become a more frequent visitor to your
home—once in two weeks if no more.

Now who will help the National child develop?

’ ’ #Associate Manager.

CULTIVATE EXACTNESS AS FAR
AS POSSIBLE

We recently read a published statement by an
earnest Spiritualist which said: “Christ commanded

his apostles to write the New Testament.”

“While there is much uncertainty as to the actual
writers of various ones of the twenty-seven books
referred to it is safe to say that the most of them
were not the works of those commissioned as
apostles by Jesus while in mortal form. Matthew,
John and James may possibly belong to that classi-
fication but Paul reputed the most voluminous con-
tributor thereto was violently hostile to Jesus when
the latter was on earth’.

Indeed it is suggested that books of both Old and
New Testaments may not have been written by the
individuals whose names they bear but by those liv-
ing after them who escaped responsibility by credit-
ing them to some one gone before who had won
considerable repute among their fellows while living
on earth.

The ages’ long claim for the Bible has been that
just as prophecy came not, by the will of man so it
may be said that holy men of Godwrote asthey were
moved by the Holy Ghost the inspirer of the spoken
prophecies.

John the Rdvelator was in the Spirit on the
Lord’'s day and heard a great voice, as of a trumpet

,saying:
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ENROLLMENT MONTH

FOR

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

The entire month of January will be devoted to a special campaign
throughout the United States for new subscribers to

“THE NATIONAL

. We seek to enroll evegy
N. S. A. and .every affiliate
our organized movement. |

SPIRITUALIST”

.officer of State and Local Auxiliaries of the
Spiritualist who is'interested in the welfare of

“IS YOUR NAME ON OUR LISTS?”

Subscriptions from Psychic students, investigators, and people of lib-

eral thought will be welcomed.

“ARE YOUR FRIENDS ENROLLED?”

Societies, Churches, Lyceums, Mediums and others are invited to com-
pete for the following prizes to be distributed to those sending in the largest

typewritten lists of new subscribers to

“THE NATIONAL

First prize........cccooeenan,
Second prize — _— _ _— _ _ e
Third prize......cccooecvvennns

Fourth prize.

Start now. All lists must be in our o

SPIRITUALIST”

. 250
ice by the 3rd day of February.

“GO GET THE PRIZE”

“THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST” is conducted for the welfare
of organized Spiritualism and the cause at large. >
It will freely report activities of the parent body and of all its ffili-

“JOIN THE CAMPAIGN”

ated branches.

_“START YOUR LIST NOW.”
Chicago, HI., not later than Feb. 1st.

Mail it to 749 Oakwood Boulevard,

“TYPEWRITE YOUR LISTS”

“What thou seest write in a book and send
it unto the seven Churches in Asia.”

It is nowhere made plain that Jesus himself in-
spired the writers of'the New Testament while such
power is credited to the Holy Ghost, the third mem-
ber of the Egyptian borrowed doctrine of the
Trinity.

While King James’ version reads: “All scripture
is inspired of God” the more accurate and scholarly
revised New Testament affirms “Every scripture in-
spired of God is also p{ofi*gache."

WESTERN PASSENGER BUREAU

The president of the N. S. A. is in receipt of the
following instructions which should be read and
heeded by every holder of Clergy Permits from the
Passenger Bureau.

Your attention is invited to the fact that Clergy
Certificates which we have issued during ‘present
year and which are now being issued are limited
to expire one year from date of issue.

We are receiving letters every day from ministers
who desire certificates for 1920, who now hold cer-
tificates bearing limit of say January 15th, or even
February and March dates or later in 1920; holders
of such certificates should not now apply for certifi-
cates for period beyond December 31, 1919.

They should wait till about two weeks before ex-
piration date of old certificate which date can be de-
termined by an inspection of inside of back cover of
certificate.

The foregoing does not apply of course to minis-
ters whose certificates, even though limited tp a 1920
date, may' have all been'used and now desire new
Certificates for immediate use.

Accordingly, it might be well for you to at once

circularize all of your district officials, advising them |
of the foreging in order that applications may bel
withheld at present and filed later on when necessity
arises; it is possible that a notice might be included
in your church papers, in lieu of the notice to dis-
trict officials.
Yours truly,
* % % Eben E. MacLeod.
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

It has become a beautiful custom to exchange
Christmas greetings by means of beautifully illutm-
nated cards.

As Secretary of N. S. A, | have endeavored to
comply with this exchange; but this year being vei
busy in the office, 1 have not been able to respond)
to all, for they came in such large numbers that!
could not. It is gratifying to realize how wide
spread is this good' will to the N. S, A, Itis
most a revelation of-the kind thoughts felt fortN
organization. .

To each and all, 1 desire to extend in behalfol!
the N. S. A. hearty good wishes for the New YeaM
with sincere hopes that earnest effort will bring’
1920 such wonderful success to the cause of Spif |
ualism that we will rejoice in our spiritual fello"
ship.

George W. Kates, Secretary-
xR v

READY FOR FIELD WORK
Miss Jennie De Long of 1299 Forsythe Ave,
lumbus, O., is now free to accept engagements L
service as speaker and message giver, the period
same to be mutually acceptable to the parties
corned.
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RENEW—RENEW—RENEW

This issues begins Volume Two of The National
Spiritualist. ~ All whose subscriptions begin with
January, 1919, are urged to forward yearly renewals
thereof as Soon as they receive this number.

Do .not put off doin% so until you shall have
missed tlie January and following issues for 1920.

Daily additions are being made to our subscrip-
tion lists from many sections of the country.

As in .the past, our management will strive to
furnish you a Spiritualist Newspaper attractive in
appearance, newsy in contents, a credit to Spiritual-
ism and inviting to outsiders.

Let past accomplishments be the guaranty of still
better tilings to come.

Tk ok o®

Seattle—The ""Spiritualist Workers’ Union” held a
Memorial service for our '"arisen ones” being es-
pecially featured by the White Cross service, an
order which is entirely.directed by an invisible teach-
er. Instructions for service and decorations were
received inspirationally from the Teacher by our
chairman Mrs. Esther T. Bosley.

Words cannot portray the significance and beauty
of the decorations which met the eyes of the people
as they entered the hall. A sea of flags draped the
walls. In the center were two'exceptionally large
flags, making an effect of blue sky studded with
stars. A beautiful electric white cross about four
feet long (the loving donation of our veteran work-
er Mr. D. D. Foster) hung suspended as though
shining from the heavens. In front of the cross a
white dove of peace carried in its mouth four white
ribbon streamers which were lost in four mounds of
ferns forming a canopy, under which Professer D.
Carlos McAllister and Mrs. Ida Speckert stood
while singing The City Four-square. The music was
a special feature, adding greatly to the harmony of
the evening, and was all lovingly donated. Mrs.
Stella Ross Wallace opened with the Spiritualists’
Lord’s prayer of ‘affirmation of' the richness and
beauty of life instead of beseeching for that which
we already possess.

Then the lights were turned off and the white
cross, symbol of the arisen spiritual man, shed its
soft mellow radiance over the quiet throng. The
silence of the presence of God in the hearts of
those present fell as a benediction over all and con-
tinued for many moments. It was only broken by
Dr. J. D. O. Powers stepping under the canopy and
delivering the message “The True Cross.”" He said
in part, that man built in the form of the cross,
carried with him «the blood, red cross, i. e, the
physical body and the white cross of the spiritually
arisen man, and that, as the Red Cross organization
answered to the needs of the suffering ones on the
battle fields of this life, so the White Cross sends
forth its helpers in answer to the cry of the spiritual
man.

After the message four floral bearers dressed in
white and wearing the insignia of the order, a gray
arm band with a white cross upon it, marched to
the altar and received from our chairman the fol-
lowing charge: "As you scatter these tokens, sym-
bols of immortality, bear in your hearts loving
thoughts of our beloved ones who have given their
lives that we may live in peace and security upon
this shore.”

After the large audience had quietly passed out,
thirteen answered the call of the invisible ones with-
out any previous arrangement upon the part of any
one and gathered under the white cross and gave our
offering of renewed pledges that we would try to so
live that the spiritual man might cast a radiance like
unto the symbol which was bathing us in its beauti-
ful rays.

Mae J. Ciiilds, Secly.

Oklahoma City—“The First Spiritualist Society
after eighteen months of inactivity re-opened its
public services with an interesting and instructive
Gratitude Day Service conducted by Mrs. Anna
Puffenburg, Fanny Diffee and M. Alice Adams.

Our Auxiliary the Sunflower League numbers 92
members and we hope by the first of the year it
will have passed the 100 mark. It is our local Help-
ing Hand that hunts up the very poor widows and
children and ministers to their needs.”

THE NATIONAL' SPIRITUALIST

Chicago—/. very pleasant and largely attended
social was held on New Year Eve, .at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. F. Seely, 4212 W. Monroe Street,
under tlie auspices- of Central Social Club, the
Ladies’ Auxiliary of Central Spiritualist Church. A
short and appropriate .address-by, the Pastor,.| Mr.
Grimshaw," games, with messages by Mrs, Zurfley
and Mrs. Taylor, preceded bountiful refreshments
served by the ladies. Under the presidency of Mrs.
W. G. Wallace, ably assisted by her co-workers, the
Central Social Club is in the midst "6f a most suc-
cessful season and is an indispensable’ adjunct of
Central Church, which this' season is rejoicing in
tlie accession of a number of new and valued mem-
bers, ivith the result that the work of'the society is
making excellent progrgss.* "

First Spiritualist Church, Baltimore—This church
opened its- activities the first Sunday in September.

The attendance .'has been far better than any-pre-
vious season for many years. Strangers are with
us all the time, inquiring for the truth.

While- the regular Pastor was attending the Na-
tional Convention, the servic.es were conducted by
mediums that are members of the church, Mrs. Em-
ma Hiller and Mrs. Anna Butler. We have quite a
number of good mediums among our active mem-
bers.

The Aucxiliary held a Halloween social, not only
.having an enjoyable evening but netting a good sum
as well. Dec. 12th we held an Oyster Supper and
Seance, feeding over 200 hungry people, both ma-
terially and spiritually. Mrs. Zaida Brown Kites was
the medium and never did better. She is a very
busy woman, but always finds time to do just one
thing more. This also left a substantial sum in the
treasury of the Auxiliary.

Now the ladies are putting new shades, carpet and
mattings in the church and lyceum room, and every
thing is in excellent condition for tlie new year.

There were extra services New Year's eve.
There never was so much interest in.our truth in
this city as now. And may the Spiritualists in
Baltimore and all other localities fully realize their
obligation at this time and prove equal to the op-
portunity.

A Live Center—There is always something doing
at the Second Spiritualist Church of Cleveland.
This infection of activity has led The Boys of the
Outdoor Club to issue The Lyceum News, a very
neat looking paper of six pages 6x8 inches in size
having double columns.

The December number is full of the work by the
Church’s Lyceum and announces as its aim to show
that “our Lyceum for Sunday school teaches clean
thinking, clean living and self expression.”

Success to the Forest City lads and lassies in
this undertaking, for they show qualifications that,
deserve it! x % %

Houston, Texas—The First Spiritualist Church,
Mrs. Grace,C, Lowery pastor,- is to celebrate its
first birthday during January. Its services aic held
in the Old Moose Home, 91072 Preston Ave and
consist on Sundays of Lyceum aj 10 a. m. with lec»
ture and messages at 7;45 p. m., while on Wednes-
days there is a Healing Class at 2:15 p. m. follow-
ed one half hour later by* msssages.

[ ]

Seattle—Rev. J. D. 0. Powers, so well known
among the Liberal ministers of the Pacific Coast,
as well as in our eastern Summer Camps is now
conducting an independent meeting at Colonial
Hall, 4th Ave., near Pike street and still finds time
to lend a hand at Ioch ;pigjtualist meetings.

WATCH NIGHT PARTY

The N. S. A. Secretary and wife had a watch-
night party at headquarters comprised of some mem-
bers of the Unity Church, of Washington, the night
of December 31st. After an interesting seance for
physical manifestations, there was a collation of
substantial edibles and then spirit communication
with Aaron and Ritta giving good advice as greet-
ings to the new year.
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Atlantic City—The Sunflower ‘Spiritualist Church
affiliated' with- the New Jersey State Association,
from and after December- 7, 1919, will hold Sunday
evening services at the hour of eight in the Palace,
1605 Arctic Avenue.

Tuesday and Friday evenings- its_meetings are at
202 N. Maryland Ave., and on Sundays from 3 to
6 p. m., at the same place, occurs thp Lyceum and
Development Circle; Message meditfms are on duty
on those occasions. Mrs. Georgia Tucker is the
president and N. C. Johns, secretary, with a full
official board to assist them.

Lancaster, Pa—Mrs. Bessie Leonard has served
the Progressive Society for several years. Sunday
evening meetings are held at 26 South Queen street
and are well attended. Many mourning hearts have
been comforted and made happier by the teaching
that this is God’s World, if there is to be a God's
World any time or place.

View df a Veteran—Our well known brother T.
Spencer Baker of Norwich, N. Y., writes: “l am
very much pleased with The National Spiritualist
and every issue seems to be an improvement over
those preceeding it.”

Every Spiritualist should take it, and would if they

, read the November issue.”

Reading, Pa.—“An order for nine books and two
pamphlets has just been placed for the library of the
‘Independent Church to which we are adding a few
volumes at a time.

We have surprised our pastor by a substantial
addition to her salary because everybody needs more
living expenses and we were prospering well
enough to be just to her.

We are sending for some of Bro. Whitewell’s new
leaflets to give away at our Watch Night service
Dec. 31. We always have a fine time then with ser-
vice at eight o’clock, luncheon at 10, and a general
good time until 11:45 when we sing the old year out
and the new one in, then hold a circle for messages
and go home about 1:30 a. m.”

* e

Dayton, Kentucky—The First Spiritualist Church,
,212, 4th Ave., holds services every second and fourth
Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m. at which messages
are given. Mrs. Sabie is president and pastor and
Mrs. May Thraub secretary. Visitors always wel-
come. . x %

Heard while passing out from the church:

Kindly gentleman to deaf lady: ‘Did you hear
much of the sermon?”

Deaf Lady: “Oh, no.
the gestures.”

But | get so much out of

«**

Hied Himself Southward—After serving societies
in Indianapolis and Terre Haute, Joseph H. Collins
followed the flight of the south bound birds from
Indiana to Cassadaga, Florida, and spoke to a good
sized audience of the advance visitors at Lake Helen

Camp. .-« *

Syrarnw, N. Y.—Mrs. Adaline Cooper writes:
The Lone Star Church, the only local body charter-
ed by the New York General Assembly holds ser-
vices every Sunday evening at 312 So. State street
and a message service on Tuesday evenings at 711
Montgomery street, while an Auxiliary of the
church holds meetings Wednesday evenings at 316
Cortland avenue.

We have, taken in a number of new members and
arc prospering, for we have good workers. The
ladies are preparing for a Christmas sale of fancy
articles to help a building fund.

I feel that every one who is interested in our
thought should become a subscriber to our new pa-
pcr, The National Spiritualist.

« « *

Mrs. Gertrude Andrews—Many friends of Mrs.
Andrews at Lily Dale, East Aurora and other sec-
tions of the Empire State will watch for the ap-
pearance on the screen of their home movies of her
creation, called “Brothers Divided,” just released by
the Frank Keenan Productions, Inc., of Los Angeles.
Mr, Keenan aims to have his company's output
realistic, trtithful and entertaining and Mrs. An-
drews is certainly fitted'to co-operate in making the
films teach lessons that lead to greater human happi-
ness, higher thought and greater ambition by pre-
senting vital truths in a happy manner."
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QUESTION AND ANSWER
COLUMN

Conducted by
Elizabeth Harlow Goetz

QUESTION COLUMN
Why do you say “one cannot belong to any one
of the Orthodox churches, and be a good Spiritual-
1st? Mrs. H. M. L. »
. Because, fundamentally, Orthodoxy and Spiritual-
ism are diametrically opposed. Orthodoxy Is based
upon the supposition of creation, and that man was
originally made perfect, but fell to most terrible
depths. "And the only possible means of salvation
are through Immaculate Conception; Vicarious
Atonement and Crucification of one single individ-
ual, namely, the man Jesus.

Man has learned from long and tedious years of
study and research, that all of the foregoing is a
mistaken interpretation of life in general. The
fundamental teaching of Spiritualism is Evolution,
Growth and Progress. That nothing has or can be
perfect, but all' things, man included, grow from the
lesser to the greater. That the law of cause and ef-
fect is the dominating law in all things. Thus, no
belief or opinions can possibly affect us for ultimate
gooﬂ in the future unless in perfect accord with the
truth.

To still cling to the church and its teachings shows
one has not intelligently gotten hold of Splrltuallsm.-
To add Spirit Communion to your Orthodoxy shows
your fundamental teachings are not understood by
yourself, for long since the church has discarded
Mediumship and all it has to offer.

Spiritualism is tlie latest revelation in the realm of
Spirit and is in perfect accord with all advanced
discoveries and results, of scientific researches.

The trouble is too. many people, do not realize that
Spirit Communication is only one phase Of Spirit-
ualism. While it is one of the most important, it is
only one part.

This part is its scientific side, but there are as
well its Philosophy, Religious and Moral sides. All
of which differ fundamentally in interpreting the
ills and cures of life fro’-rm the Orthodox method.

R WLheg constitutes the first step in success? Mrs.

Success is the ability to accomplish one’s desire.
Thus, there are many ideas as to what constitutes
success, for one gauges everybody by their desire.

Some desire wealth; some fame, some power and
some in doing good. The Financier feels the Phil-
anthropist is a total failure, while the man.of Pow-
er feels the man of Fame is content with very little.

But the first step to any one of these is a definite
idea as to what you want, then concentration of all
efforts and opportunities towards that idea, not be-
ing afraid to sacrifice for the ultimate. An ever-
lasting stick to, even tho at times it may seem you
are doomed to failure. Harriet Beecher Stowe said
"When you have failed so you are ready to quit, is
just the point where you really begin, hang on.”

Another has said, “Only the man who is not afraid
to fail is the man strong enough to succeed.”

Inform yourself in every possible way along the
lines of your desire, that you may act intelligently.

Keep pace with the growth of the hour and be
practical. Always remembering time is .the stuff
out of which things are wrought. And efficiency in
every line of your desire is the last key to yowr

success, Whether financial, powerful, or fame or for
ood. ¢ e =

GREETINGS FROM NEW ZEALAND

The Message of Life published at Levin, N. Z. by
W. C. Nation recently contained the following fra-
ternal mention of this publication: The National
Spiritualist is the name of a new journal issued by
the National Association of Spiritualists of the-
United States. Private enterprise has hitherto de-,
dared to the world the truths and claims of Spirit-
ualism, but the National Associations have not
shouldered any of the burden. We are therefore
pleased to chronicle the advent of The National
Spiritualist.

It is an excellent production full of good reading
and we send to- the promoters warm greetings and
the wish that the paper will have high spiritual
ideals, and enjoy a Igng. arld gseful career.”

QOur English press correct the newspaper penny-a-
liners who started the report that Sir Oliver Lodge
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had been warned in a dream not to take a house in
cither Hampstead or Wimbledon by quoting the
scientist's own reason for his choice of a dwelling
lace as follows: He would be accessible to in-
erviewers and interruptions near t0 London and
therefore he was going deeper into the country
where environments would not be likely to hamper
tlie serious work he had in contemplation. Report-
ers must have vivid imaginations to hold their jobs
and their employers measure their usefulness by fa-
cility in turning in sensations.

PRESENT DAY SPIRITUALISM

By a Young Lady Student at the University Of

Minnesota.

Before the .great war most of us discussed Spirit-
aulism and Spiritualists with a shrug and a contemp-
tuous lifting of the eyebrows. This attitude was
the result not only of an inherent prejudice against
anything savoring of superstition, but of a natural
desire to avoid thoughts of death. Gradually this
attitude is changing, dueperhaps to the appalling loss
of life in the last few years.

More and more are we seeking an answer to the
question, “After death, what?” In oitr search Spirit-
ualism steps forward and in offering itself as the so-
lution compels our attention. This religion has made
a great increase in the number of its adherents.
Stimulus has been given by the assertions in its fa-
vor of such men as Lodge, the leading English
physicist; ‘Myers, an Oxford psychologist; Larkin,
of the Mount Lowe Observatory; and Doyle an em-
inent writer. In England the interest is even greater
than in the United States.

For our consideration Spiritualism offers the as-
sertion “that the existence and personal identity of
the individual continue after the change called
death.” A brief study of this statement finds in it
nothing new or unacceptable. Immortality has been
the desire of all peoples. The Indian prepared him-
self at death for the Happy Hunting Grounds, the
ancient Greek and Romans for the Elysian fields,
and the' Norseman for his Valhalla.

Few of us today long for total annihilation. The
essentiality of- the Christian religion is contained in
the resurrection of Christ, Easter, therefore, is the
joyous -occasion of the year. ' This common con-
sciousness of eternal life which great writers and
thinkers have shared with the laymen seems to sig-,
nify its truth. Emerson said, “Our dissatisfaction
with any other solution is the blazing evidence of
our immortality.”

Christianity and Spiritualism differ as to the time
of the resurection. The Christian generally believes
that the individual sleeps until the far-away Judg-
ment Day; the Spiritualist affirms that the resurrec-
tion takes place at the event of each individual’s
death.

And after death? |Is there a reckoning? The
fears caused by our wickedness on earth vanish as
the Spiritualist asserts that “the doorway to refor-
mation is never closed against any human soul here
or" hereafter.” None of us believe we deserve either
the tortures of Hell or the delights of Heaven. Since
God is just and merciful, it is reasonable that
knowing our frailties and irresponsibility he will al-
ways allow us another -chance, all of Which is very
comforting.

The Spiritualist also affirms that “Communication
with the dead is a fact scientifically proved by the
phenomena of Spiritualism,” and it is this statement
which sets him apart. He asserts that- the dead
are always willing and sometimes able to communi-
cate with the living, and that the methods of com-
munication are various: Slatewriting, materializa-
tions, table-tipping, trumpet-speaking, and verbal
messages given through a medium. One Spiritualist
weekly newspaper devotes a portion of the space
in each copy to spirit messages delivered by Mr.
Keeler to various people scattered throughout the
country. Messages are given,at all Spiritualist ser-
vices and innumerable private seances.

The thinking public is inclined to be skeptical con-
cerning these so-called proofs of communication
with the dead. The messages seem for the most
part vague and silly. “It is lovely here. Tell
Mother to take care of her rheumatism and not to
forget to feed' the chickens.” However, the Spirit-
ualist declares that the apparent foolishness of many
of the messages is due to the fact that the spirit
is trying to prove his identity, and this is only
possible through the enumeration of such seeming-
ly absurd details. Suspicion has been fostered, also,
by the great amount of fraudulent mediumship dis-
closed. Hereward Carrington has exposed these

January r7,

practices of trickery in his book, The Physical Plle &
nomena ‘of Spiritualising |

On the other-hand .we cannot overlook the usg; B
festations of such conscientious mediums as y ' m
Piper, who was studied by the American psycholo. |
gist, William James, for over twenty years, nor o( 1
Mrs. Forbes and Mrs- Verral of England, nor of 1
Madame Palladino, who produced phenomena un. |
explained by "the known laws of science.” It 1
well to know, also that Sir Oliver Lodge has issued 1
a statement declaring that he is utterly satisfied v,itl] 1
the proofs offered of spirit return. In his book 1
Raymond, or- Life and Death he describes the s 1
ances which proved to him that his dead son Wa.
living and able to communicate with him.

Through its assertions Spiritualism attracts many
people.  Are we dissatisfied with the dogma of j
orthodox faiths? Spiritualism offers us a religion |
which «denies the infallibility of the Bible, calls 1
Christ a great man, places Him on a par with 1
Budda, Mohammed, and Confucius, and denies thy 1
existence of a Hell composed of physical suffering. |

The morbid and superstitious person is attract- |
ed by the seance. The darkened room and the |
weird voices contrive to produce a melodramatic |
effect decidedly unwholesome for this type of per- |
son whose tendency is to surrender himself com- |
pletely to the occasion. Cases of insanity among |
such people are many; the most well-balanced per- |
son after attending a good seance feels nervous |
mand excited. Doctor Violet, author of and
Insanity, .thinks that the Spiritualistic doctrine,
while not in itself an insanity, yet is dangerous to
any but the normal well-balanced mind. Spiritual-
ism is not entirely in a class by itself in this re- 1
sped, however, since every religion has its fanatics |
and monomaniacs.

The mourner is attracted to Spiritualism through |
its assertion of continual life. The mothers tor- |
ture on hearing the chant, “Ashes to ashes, dustto |
dust,” as- her child’si coffin is lowered into the |
earth, is lightened when she possesses the belief |
that her child will continue in growth on the other |
side of the grave. So are we all happier in believ- |
ing that the dead who are dear to us are progress-
ing wherever they are and that one day we shall
see them again. _ -

After considering all these phases of Spiritualism |
there are still many of us who remain unconvinced |

_it is not the assertion of immortality which stands |

in our way, but the assertion of spirit return. It
offends our taste and our reason; our taste because |
it is offensive to think of spirits clamoring tor |
recognition when for ages we have ascribed to the |
dead peace and quiet; our reason because the
proofs offered contain loopholes for other hy- j
potheses.

This belief in spirit return dates back thousands 1
of years and was used to explain otherwise obscure |
phenomena; such as multiple personality, sleep- |
walking, and telepathy. The painstaking work oi 1
the Society of Psychical Research, which Maeter- 1
linck calls “a masterpiece of scientific patience and 1
conscientiousness,” must continue. When spirit re- 1
turn is asserted by the S. P. R. and throughout the 1
scientific world, Spiritualism will become the lead-1
ing religion. As the case now stands we can only I
await results. Dulcie E. Kess. 1

Editor—We are not surprised that the member o 1
the Faculty to whom the foregoing was submitted |
highly approved it and marked it “A.”

It tells without a hint 8f unfairness and wit |
conciseness of expression much that deserves the |
approval of Spiritualists.

The statement the ""Cases of Insanity” caused by |
attention to Spiritualism are many” is a blanket |
charge rarely, if ever, adequately sustained by cred-1
ible evidence. We recently published a retraction |
by the English physician, Dr. Winslow, of his claim !
to that effect made in his callow years, when he
knew so much that was not true. Asylums hae
sheltered many morbid and superstitious persons
whose mental balance was dethoned by a buming
Hell whose door never swung outward and winx|
having done their very best, faced an Eternity w¢
Hopelessness and Despair.

- - & *

OBITUARY

Price—""Passed to Spirit Life, from St. Lottis
Mo., Dec. 12, 1919, Edwin Price aged 78 reais
Mr. Price was the husband of the well known M
E. B. Price, pastor of the First Spiritualist Chard!
of St. Louis. Funeral services were conducted hi
Mr. Myride and Dr. Otto Vierling. May his ashes
rest in peace/-
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JUXTAPOSITIONS IN THOUGHT AS TO
PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE

The characters, or figures, which are used to de-
note human conception of numerals, or numbers,
are queer tilings. They are arbitrary as _to form
and meaning; yet they are fickle, oftentimes, in
meaning and value, these things depending upon
the manner in which they are used and for what

Urpose.

P he art of their use we call the science of math-

ematics; and by it must we arrive at all results and

conclusions in our computations of all the other
sciences and in the calculations of all arts, crafts
and commercial or business dealings.

Now, “Science” is always exact; if it be not so,
it is not correct nor of any value, but misleading
and erroneous. It is, then, cast aside and discred-
ited—dead and out of use. The "'science” of any
given subject is properly defined as the “classified
and systematized knowledge of demonstrable facts”
relating to that subject—as, for instance, of chem-
istry, geology, botany, or astronomy. And, if a
proposition, theorem or postulate be not capable
of such proof and classification, on any subject, it
is, then, not "'scientific;” it is false and erroneous.

“Philosophy" has its office and functions in pro-
posing, in an orderly way, theorems and postulates
to be proven by Science; and, when that is done, in
any case, then that theory, or postulate, is accepted
as “correct” and “scientific.” That is, it is then
proven true and acceptable for guidance to correct
results in that study. Philosophy is defined (Stan-
dard Dictionary) as a “particular system, or theory”
(of thought and reason) “which tries to account
for all the phenomena of the universe by ultimate
causes.”

The same authority says Philosophy is (or
causes) "the calm and' unexcitable state of mind of
the wise man; practical wisdom.”

Thus, it appears that there may be, (and we
know, by reason and figures, it often is so) “false
science” and “false philosophy,” so-called; but such
terms are misleading and paradoxical nomenclature,
as above stated.

Briefly, then, a science or a philosophy, deserving
the diginity of the name, and to be properly so
designated, must be “true”—must be capable of
demonstration to the human reason and compre-
hension &s *classified and systematized knowledge®
of facts.”

So, Science and Philosophy sit together, as
teachers, and they say to men, “Come, let us show
you the ways of truth and understanding which will
protect you from error and its consequent sin and
misery!” But men are loth to forsake past modes
of thinking and teaching; they love to travel in
the paths of thought travelled by their ancestors;
there is an unwise sentiment about the teachings of
the "musty past’—they are hard to depart from,
because it takes fortitude and integrity to do one’s
own thinking and to face the critical, unprogressive
world and hunch out into' unbeaten paths of
thought and action.

Those who do so are few and, usually, they are
*“not without honor, save in their own country,” day
and age. But, every age and every ‘country has had
prophets, often despised and maltreated, but her-
alding better days for mankind in his search for
truth and release from the thraldom of ignorance
and superstition.

“Truth is mighty and shall prevail!* It is ar-
bitrary, Likewise, exact science of figures (num-
erals) is arbitrary. Everybody must accept it, al-
though we may not know “why." We say this
figure (1) is "one;” this (2) is "'two,” and so on.
We say 2+2:=4; it never does, nor can, equal any-
thing else; it is "exact and arbitrary, or *'scien-
tific.”  All men accept this as true; and, while they
can hot demonstrate "why” it is so, they do not
attempt to disprove the proposition—or, if one does,
........ well, YOU know! Some may call him “ec-
centric;” but there is a shorter and better name
for him.

We are told to "prove ALL things, and hold fast
that which is good;" and we may not do this ex-
cept we use our gift of reason, aided by the senses.

As shown, a theory is not necessarily false, nor to
be discredited, simply because we may not be able
to prove, or comprehend, it; but, it is not, neces-
sarily, true because we are unable to prove it un-
true.

Think in what esteem and repute would be held
a professor of mathematics who would stand be-
fore his ejass and assert that, because it may not be
show, positively and beyond doubt, that 2+2=4,
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and shown “why", he is of the opinion that, per-
haps, 2+2 might equal five; that he has a memory,
running back into the very musty and ancient past—
a memory the like of which no member of his class
possesses, nor can comprehend—when the proposi-
tion of that equation read 2+2=5. It is now dif-
ferent, of course, and would not be recognized by
any mathematician of this day and age, as it has
an entirely different “dress”, or body, and meaning;
but, it was a reality, then, in that form (a truth),
just as it is now, in this form.

None of his ciass could disprove his assertion;
and, yet, in the light of their present-day reason
(philosophy) they would not believe him; they
would, at the very least, think him “eccentric”, and
they would not be likely -to abandon their present
ground, except' he should “prove” his statement.

In this, all scientific minds—all sane and sensible
folk—would say the members of the class were
“quite correct.” And, yet, perchance, for the love
and respect of that teacher,—for the high esteem
in which he was held for his ability and veracity,
as a man and a teacher of men—someone (or a
very few) of those students might “believe” and
begin to *‘speculate” until, by a'subtle process of
mental gestation, (unexplainable) under his hyp-
notic “spell”, those susceptible students of hiswould
say that' they, too, had such a memory of a former
time and process of calculation. Eh? What?

Why, certainly! The1 simile is NOT “far-
fetched!” It has its counterpart in the teachings
of “Oriental Savants” (so-called) and of one, Mad-
am Blavatsky, and her pupils, or followers, in this
country, day and age.

Such doctrine, or “false philosophy”, is on a par
with “materialism” which is but a morbid negation
of “Spiritualism.” For, while we may not, by any
known scientific methods, disprove their postulates,
neither Materialism nor Reincarnation can, by any
known scientific means, be proven true—not even by
their most astute and devoted, zealous advocates
and adherents.

Materialism, however, has this much advantage
over Reincarnation: its faithful study and pur-
suit (allowing that “death ends all”) will lead the
devotee into many labyrinths of worship and hap-
piness at the wonders of Nature, while in this life;
and, if he be of a sincere and open mind, it MAY
lead him, while here, from a worshipful admiration
of “Natureup to Nature’sGod”, while Reincarnation
makes him “soul-perfect”, eventually, only to an-
nihilate him and make him a nonentity, as if he
never had been.

I have the blissful satisfaction of having watched
the process of the evolution of one such Materialist
(a close and admired friend of mine) from the “cat-
erpillar” to the “butterfly’* state of thought and be-
lief—from Materialism to Spiritualism, convinced
and satisfied; and the joy | have, in this, is that |
wrought upon his reason, his sense of the truth of
philosophy and science, his fairmindedness and hon-
esty of the purposes of life, until his mind opened
to the beautiful truths of immortality of the soul
and the possibilities of spirit return and communion.
He was, and is still, “hardheaded”, (which makes
him a genuinely good Spiritualist) ; but he has hard-
ened not his heart which is now “at one” with rea-
son and sound philosophy; and he is “in tune with
the Infinite.”

It pains me, and gives me concern for the future
of Spiritualism, to see some prominent “Spiritualist”
journals giving space and prominence to such
preachments as Materialism and Reincarnation. The
latter is always clad in the respectable cloak of
“Theosophy”, however, which claims a basis that
this is so; and, some of them, even tell us by what
name that personality was, then, known to history—
usually some person of great renown, such as a
king, queen, warrior or statesman, a philosopher and
teacher. And, they say that such a process of re-
incarnation is the common lot of all human soul
entities; that it goes on, and on, through many
thousands of years (as we, of earth, count time)
until each soul has run the gamut of all possible
earthly experiences; and, then, finally all souls sink
back into “Nirvana”, as they call it, becoming non-
entities with no personality nor recollection of any
life, but just a part of "the great source of all life"
from which they sprang, originally, having been
“cast off", as it were, like a “spark™ from the emery-
wheel of “Fate”, or a bit of “clay” from the great
Potter’s hand,—to flash and die, flash and die, over
and oyer-again; to be fashioned into beautiful hu-
man form (“the form divine™), over and over, again
and again, only to be again and again “broken
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down”, shattered, to no purpose but to enter into a
state of blissful (?) nonentity and forgetfulness o'f
all life, having reached “spiritual perfection” (?) by
the process.

It is very like unto that beautiful preachment of
Calvinism which was adhered to by our venerated
(?) forefathers, and for the promulgation and! pro-
pagation of which they filled the world with blood
and fear, namely, “That God, for his own glory, be-
fore the foundations of earth were laid, foreordain-
ed some souls to eternal happiness and others to
eternal torment”, etc. They taught that there were,
by this process of “salvation', infants in "hell”, fry-
ing, 'not a span long!" Ah! my scientific and phi-
losophic, enlightened friends, what a beautiful
thought for husbands and wives, fathers and moth-
ers of little children! But, we can not “prove”
that it is NOT so—that is, | can not—except that
my “reason” (not my mathematics) rebels at the
thought and "'something” within me cries out to that
Father who is said, by Spiritualists, to be LOVE,
"It is NOT true! God Is Love!"

Such a doctrine, as the great Ingersoll exclaimed,
“Shocks my heart and brain—I can not accept it!
Better to let the grave*enci aLI!"

LATEST FROM TEXAS LITIGATION

The John L. Jackson will case set for January
5, on docket of 48th District Court, presided over
by Judge Bruce Young. The judge did not arrive
from New York until nearly noon of that day.

At 2 p. m. our associate counsel went into court
and asked continuation until Thursday, January 8,
because of sudden acute illness that had overtaken
the N. S. A’s senior counsel, Etheridge.

Judge Young granted the request with the ad-
monition that the case must begin on that date even
if we had to engage new counsel.

On Wednesday, January 7, Judge Young was
called to Oklahoma by serious illness of a relative
and further continued the case to Monday, Jan. 12.

Our counsel were ready to appear on Thursday
and will be on hand next Monday.

. George B. Warne.

*  x

OBITUARY

Passed to the Spirit world, December 5th, at the
family residence in Battle Creek, Mrs." Minnie Pen-
rod, aged 42 years, leaving her husband, one step-
daughter and her mother, Mrs. McNeil, to wonder
why their dearest should go. Mrs. Penrod had a
bright, happy nature, which endeared her to a host
of loving friends, who will sorely miss the little
woman who was ever loyal in her friendship and
duty.

The service Was conducted by Mrs. Anna Gil-
lespie. The White Circle of which Mrs. Penrod
was a member, attended in a body. The home was
full of sorrowing friends whose floral offerings gave
evidence of their love for one who was their neigh-
bor.

The day following the service the body was taken
to her old home in Paw Paw, to rest beside her
father.

She is not dead, she just took off her shoes, to softly

Walk with silent ones who keep their step with us.

She could not die—for love is everlasting, and it

Will keep the path with memories. Ever thus she
will return—She ig not gead!

Passed to Spirit life, Dec, 31, Alice Webb, aged
34, at the Sanitarium, Battle Creek. Mrs. Webb
leaves a husband and two little ones, a mother and
sister to mourn her loss. Her passing was sudden
and unexpected, and a great shock to her many
friends, Mrs. Anna Gillespie conducted the services.
The body was taken to her former home, near
Hastings, for interment, N

Evansville, Ind.—Our Church, the Evansville Spir-
itualist Mission, Charter No. 37, met at 2:30 p. m,,
above date, and the following officers were elected
for 1920: President, Mrs. J. Stucky, 1214 Eichel
Ave.; Vice President, Mrs. J. Manse, 416 E. Illinois
St.; Secretary, Rev. A, Stucky, 1214 Eichel Ave.;
Treasurer, Mr. Jno. Robertson, 514 Locust St.;
Trustees, Mr. W. Lamb, 512 Bond St,; Mrs. E. Gul-
liver, 14 Carpenter St.;.Mr. E. Montgomery, 1710
Main St.; Mrs, E. Perry, 820'E. Missouri St,

We are .expecting you with us on our anniversary
celebration on Sunday, Feb. 29, 1920. Please re-
member date. We still have Dr. Silvis of Los. An-
geles with us.

I Secretary,
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LESSONS IN SPIRITUALISM
No. S

by Numa Analyticus .

Spiritualism, as previously observed in these les-
sons, is nature’s religion. It does not belong to, nor
can it be controlled by, any organization. It can no
more be chained by a formula adopted by some con-
vention than the planets could be deviated from
their courses by a resolution of some astronomical

- society." Spiritualism makes Spiritualists, but Spirit-
ualists cannot make Spiritualism, any more' than
astronomers can make stars. Astronomers are best
fitted to teach what has been learned about the
stars, so Spiritualists are best fitted to set forth the
teachings of Spiritualism.

That body of Spiritualists most competent to deal
with the tenets of American Spiritualism is the
National Spiritualists’ Association, whose conven-
tions are composed of the leading Spiritualists from
the several States." This body has published to the
world, in Article 11 of its Constitution, its Declara-
tionof Principles, .not as a creed, perfect and un-
changable, but as the conSenSiis™of the most com-
petent as to what fundamentals Spiritualism has re-
vealed up to the present hour. If our knowledge ex-
pands a new declaration will have to be written by
a' new generation. It is our purpose to examine the
several propositions in the Declaration of Principles,
as published, which have the well-nigh universal
sanction of American Spiritualists.

The first two propositions, the subject for this
lesson, are as follows:

1. We believe in Infinite Intelligence.

2. We believe that the phenomena of nature, both
physical and“spiritual, are the expression of Infinite
Intelligence. It is to be noted that both statements
begin with the phrase. "We believe"—"believe” being
a much milder and less positive word than the word
“affirm,” in the following paragraphs. These two

. statements must be taken together to grasp the full
significance of the idea. This is Spiritualism’s de-
liberate and studied statement of the god-idea. And
this is the whole of it. *

A great deal of silly discussion has been paraded
in the" Spiritualistic press over the expression, “In-
finite Intelligence,” and the discussion has gone on
for the most part as though the words hung flaming
in the heavens, wholly disconnected with any other
words. Much space has been devoted to the ques-
tion of whether "Infinite Intelligence” is a personal-
ity—whether the God of the Spiritualists is a per-
sonal being. Nothing could be any clearer than the
second statement: “We believe that the phenomena
of nature, both physical and spiritual, are the ex-
pression of Infinite Intelligence.” Note “the phe-
nomena of nature” are “the expression,” that is, the
whole expression. It is purposely left in the singu-
lar. If it had read “are expressions' if would not
have excluded other expressions, but as it reads it
means: are the only expression. That is, there is no
expression outside of the phenomena of nature, no
expression extra-natural or supernatural, no miracle,
but all is a part of the orderly processes of nature.

Nature everywhere operates by means of inex-
orable and unchangeable law. This was wellJcnown
to all the leading Spiritualists of twenty-five years
ago. The delegates who adopted this second propo-
sition knew that all phenomena of nature occur in
accordance with a fixed and unchanging principle
or law. Huxley, Tyndall, Lyell, Mill and Spencer
had s6 impressed the thought of that time that the
all-inclusiveness of natural law was the dominant
idea of the age. Every delegate knew that what was
intended was that Infinite Intelligence expresses it-
self only through natural law as manifested in the

phenomena of nature. That is, there is no cosmic,

will, purpose or caprice, no display of personality, in
all the vast and multifarious activities of the uni-
verse. To be sure there is nothing which prevents
one believing in a sort of benevolent Santa Claus-
likegod if he chooses, but it must be understood that
there is not the slightest scintilla of evidence which
goes to support such a view, and that all the evi-
dence there is points in the opposite direction. In

a word: The universe seems impersonal, so why con-

ceive the Power, which express itself thus imper-
sonally, to be personal?

Objection has been made to the word-“Intelli-
gence” as applied to an impersonal being. Any word
in this connection is simply a symbol. If we had
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said we .believe in-“the Great Spirit,” or in "Mani-|
tou,” or in “Om,” and then had added the second
paragraph the meaning would have been unchanged. ,
The only tiling necessary was to avoid a term which
Orthodoxy, had given a settled meaning. “Infinite
Intelligence™ is as good an expression as any other
as a symbol for the Unlimited Something of'which
the limitless universe is the manifestation.

The horizon of the. Spiritualist, then,- is unob-
structed. The form in which the god-idea is cast
is as broad as the .universe. There are no ‘creedal
fences to restrain roving thoughts. The mind is in-
vited to study all the phenomena.of nature, both
physical and spiritual, and thus learn all that is pos-
.sible for us to grasp of that wondrous Power which
thunders in the volcano, twinkles in the stars,'paints
the sunset glow, sparkles in the dew, blushes in the
rose and in the maiden’s cheek, and wells up within
us in all those finer and nobler impulses and. emo-
tions which make life v;(orsrh v)\{hile.

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE
ANGEL DEATH

(Written by the Late Rev. D. G. Jackson and Re-
printed in the Baltimore Methodist Protestant.’)

I had’an interview with Death. The place, a lonely |
dell, winterbound, swathed in spotless snow. -The
time, new risen morn, the last star‘paling'as if in
fear, retiring but not extinguished. The' Spirit
strengthened trie to brave the enemy of Life, and
gave me courage to upbraid his cruelty. My speech
I do remember well, and Death’s reply.

Said 1, in heightened tones, as if to keep uncer-
tain courage steadfast and ardent. “Monster! of
thee no man speaks well; thy silent tread makes
households tremble, and in thy cool breath all flow-
ers die. No little child is safe from thy all-wither-
ing touch; nor mothers dost thou spare; nor lovers,
just- weaving life’s story into fadeless dreams, nor

msaints, in lonely prayer. ‘Why not' content thyself
with warring in the gloomy jungles—smite the tiger
crouching for his prey, crush the lion in his fierce-
ness, pursue the panting wolf, or lodge an arrow in
the heart of yon proud eagle? Why devastate our
homes? Why Kill our little ones? Why break our
hearts and mock our thirst with the brine of use-
less tears? O Death, | would that thou wert dead.”
God’s Servant.

Then answered Death, and filled me with amaze.
"His voice was gentle, and through his pallor there
gleamed the outlines of a smile. Then saw | Death
transfigured. He said: “Thy reasoning is false and
thy reproach an unintelligent assault. 1 am God’s
servant; the flock must be brought home; | go to
gather them into the fold. The lambs are God'’s, not
yours. They are yours but to watch and tend until
he sends for them. Through your own fatherhood
read thou God’s heart. ' Through your own watch-
ing for the child’s return conceive the thought that
glows in love divine.”

He paused and then | said: “Could not some
brighter messenger be sent—an angel with sunlight
in his eye and music inthis voice? Thou dost af-
fright us so, and make us die so oft in dying once.
If our mothers could but come, or some kindred
soul, or some old pastor whose voice we know—any
but thou, so cold, so grim!”

Seen Only By The Dying

“l understand thee well,” said Death, “but thou
dost not know thyself. Why does God send this
cold snow before the spring? Why icebergs first,
then daffodils? My grimness thou dost not com-
prehend. The living have never seen me; only the
dying can, - To you | am but a mask. The angel thou
dost pine for is behind the mask. Sometimes it is
angel father, sometimes angel-mother, sometimes the
angel of a vanished love, but always, to the goodand
true, the angel presence of the Christ. No more re-
vile me; | am thy friend.”

The dell was then transformed; the snow gleamed

like silver, the day became a' cloudless blue. * Sudden-
ly, living images filled the translucent space, and
then | asked of Death if he could tell me whence
they came. “These are mine,” said he. “A reaper I,
as well as shepherd. 1 wielded the sickle keen. |
bound the sheaves and garnered this precious har-
vest. As angels, they come to light thy way and to
welcome thee home.” 4 o
1Springfield, Mo.—Dr. and Mrs. T. Wilkins were
greeted by a large audience at their initial' service
on -Sunday; December 7, and received an apprecia-
tive welcome from the wide awake local church by
which they ‘are engaged.

ordination

The ordination of Mrs. Minnie Burns Johns».!
intp the ministry of Spiritualism*occurred DccemU
27, 1919, ateJamestown, N. Y, under the auspices
the Spiritual ’Science Society. John.L. Hoard J
official of the N. Y." State Assembly of Spiritualise
conducted the service as given in the State AssetnlJ
Manual. Special music and flowers added to the
térest of the occasion. As a preliminary to the for.
mal- service, Mrs; A. J. Devreaux, an octogenaria
and veteran Spiritualist, gave fitting words in
form of an invocation, following same with th
reading of a kifidly greeting from Mrs. Clara Wat-
son, who, was unable to attend.

Following the formal exercises, Mrs. Johnson re-
sponded most graciously on receiving her pape»
and the- memorable occasion closed with interesting
message work by Mrs. S. J. Theobald, specially w,
gaged for the occasion, and whose work was receiv.
ed with hearty applause.

Mrs. Johnson has long been identified with Spirit-

ualism as a medium and worker and brings into the
ministry a pleasing personality and a life without
blemish. She has'served the Science Society two
years, and we bespeak for her greater inspiration®
power as the. years pass by.
+ Our sister worker is sustained by the deep w
.terest and co-operation of her husband, Ira Johnson,
which is a large asset in her life work. We hid he
welcome.- "l Clara Watsox

HOW DOES TELEPATHY APPLY?

Months ago Charles A. Thompson of South Bend,
Indiana, told a gentleman that his son was with the
A. E. F. in France and advised him to write to the
War Department in. Washington for a trace of him.

The father told the medium that message musthe
a mistake for the boy had promised after complet-
ing three years Of-service on the U. S. border that
he would not enter the army again.

The father wrote, the medium under date of De-
cember 7, as follows':

“l requested you to tell me where my son Ta
for he had been gone a year or more. Your gide
said,he was in France, was well, and coming home
soon. | had tried (to find him but to no avail. |
immediately wrote to the War Department and re-
ceived a reply that my son had entered the armyas
a cook and was with the Signal Corps of the En-
gineers’ Division and was ordered for early convoy.

I at once wrote him at the address given and soon
received a reply saying‘he had just arrived at
York and expected to be discharged in about ta
days. 'He had been through the war and wasu
fine condition as you had said. | ‘am expecting 1
.home in the spring.

“ ' Thanking you again for the message, I am,
Yours for Spiritualism,
D. Theolan Harms’

Clearly the medium for the above was the p«
cipient and a spirit entity the transmitter. U d
former and the son were in such close mental nt
port as to enable the latter to impress his when
abouts upon Bro. Thompson’s consciousness let fo
two under guarded conditions attempt thought tra
ference between themselves and note the results vit
the third or physically invisible intelligence, leftll
of the experiment.

ORDER FROM SECRETARY KATES

The pamphlet edition of Mrs. Elizabeth Hark
Goetz's able address at the N. S. A. Convention
Pittsburgh on Spiritualism’s Message for the Ne
is now ready for public distribution at twenty-»
cents per copy.

All net proceeds from its sale are turned intot
special fund for defending the John L. Jad*
mwill case in Texas, the copyright thereto havi
been presented to the N. S. A. with that understa»
ing. Order soon 'before the' edition is exhausted

LOS ANGELES HOSPITALITY
OVERTAXED

Mrs. Laura G. Fixen writes under date of
15, from City of the Angels:

“We found a double apartment. It was sur
luck with hundreds of people -going back, beO
they cannot find a place to stay, many sleeping
chairs' in the hotel'lobbies and the parks so crow
you have to get a permit to-sipend the night thet

Do warn your readers not-to come unless!
have friends to go to, or have something reseo"
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THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

As we ‘'walk up and down this earth living our
Jives, the'joy, the happiness, the pain all woven in-
to a pattern, it is our own pattern; it would not
please our neighbor. It is very small of us to ex-
pect this pattern that we have made to suit us, to
fit our needs, to fit our neighbor. It is our own
world we arc creating.

It is not in the purpose of things, in the great
scheme of life, that men are to conform to one
world; There are as many worlds as there are in-
dividual®

Let us take for example a vehicle that will hold
fixe bushels of popcorn! each grain in its solid outer
casing, one just like the other, yet when they are
released from the shell, each one a different shape,
according to what was in it. It is a homely illus-
tration but typical of the correlation of the spiritual
and the physical. The working of the spiritual
forces within u$ make each of us an individual, no
two of us alike.

Two men went to the same college, studied the
same things, took the same degree and came out
into the world, but they do not care for the same
things.

A class will study together for years, finish the
same course of instruction, and one will care for
mining, another will be interested in machinery,
another will want travel, the far places will call

him, while another will want just a quiet place with,

children around him; one will be a- dreamer and
another will say that he will have nothing to do
with a thing that is notian established fact; but
what is a fact? What was a fact yesterday is ex-
ploded today. Remedies of a few years ago were
thought to be positive cures, are laughed at today.

The world moves on. Life moves on. There are
people in the world who declare that they will not
move on; they declare that they will not progress
and theyr declare it so positively, that they do not
in this life. Then they declare that they will not
progress after death. They might as well have de-
clared that they would not be born. They remind
me of the story of Peter Pan, the little boy who
would not grow up. -People may hold that‘thought
blit the body will grow. We cannot stop the law
of life.

In the beginning there was God. Our Lyceum
children have a verse which begins, “Sow a thought,
reap a deed.” Back in tlie beginning was a thought.
What was this thought? Who thought it? Nothing
made by human hands, but a thought must pre-
cede it. But there was the Great Over-soul, brood-
ing over this world. No one can tell, but we can
all guess at who thought it. The -Circassian calls it
Almighty God, the Oriental, the Confucian, the
Brahmin, all have their names, but no matter what
we call it, it is Intelligent Life that is back of all
creation.

Life is too systematic to let us believe otherwise.
You, yourself are a world—a world of wonderful
machinery. Have you any conception of the elec-
trical force, the subtle brain power and the man,
or soul behind that brain power? That may dissect
the human body; with scalpel and chisel cut it into
minutest particles, but they cannot find the soul. Is
it because man is so small or is it because man is
so big—the biggest tiling in all the world! We find
the answer in the Bible of the ages. Woc can sing
with the Psalmist “The heavens declare the glory
of God and the firmament showeth his handiwork."

There is nothing in all the universe that God has
made, that can equal man. God took too much
pains with man, took too much time to make a hu-
man body to just let it last this short span of years.
Is there any one so benighted as to really believe
that we are crushed by God in a fit of anger? Can
anyone believe that God will take something so
precious, sfc.Wonderful and utterly destroy it. Do
you believe it?

The great purpose of life we shall not know
until we have cultivated the power to know. You
don’t know, why grass grows, little blades of grass
growing straight up, instead- of .curving. Climatic
conditions change verdure. In this part of the
country the trees grow straight up, tall, some of
them seem to be trying to reach the clouds, while in
another country we have a tree that grows up,
Bend down to the ground, roots and grows up
again and we have a village sheltered under the
Banyan trees; and so the process of life goes on—
each specie working out the purpose of its life, ac-
cording to its kind, and tlie struggle of life gives it
its Hardihood.

' The struggle of the tree as it braves the winds',
tlie storms, is the reason for its climbiing. Perhaps
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trees and the flowers have souls. If our hearing
were senstitive enough, it may be we could hear
them talking. Does that sound far fetched to you?
Who can tell that the whispers, of, tlie trees is not
a language that even wc could understand if our
senses were attuned to the voices of nature? Wc
are not rushed into the world without being pre-
pared. The mother takes the babe into her arms
and sings and teaches it the beauty of music and
trains it along the lines of beauty, of sight and
sound. What a privilege to livel

We used to believe the world was made in six
days. Walk through the Grand Canyon, the won-
“clerful formation of rocks, look at the mountains;
we know it took millions of years to buid this
world.

Talk about man being made in a day. Man. is
just beginning to be made. The world will never
be completed, God will never ring his curtain down,
while there is any hate left in tlie heart of a humati
being. God is limitless. Man is limitless. He can
always climb up. Don't be a down and outer. No
man is a failure as long as he declares that he will
not be one, and life will go on and on, always, into!
a higher form of development.

M.en are so anxious to know what form we will
wear in the next world. It does not matter what
form you’will wear, the purpose of this life is to
whip us into shape. Spiritualism, as it is taught
today, does not claim that all men are equal. Peo-
ple.come to Church, sit down in a comfortable
place and say “here | am, come on, Spirits, if you
want to see me,” instead of putting a shoulder to
the wheel and trying to see how much they can do
to make the church a success.

These same people will pass on into the nextl
world; they will expect to look about and find a
gold seat, lean back comfortably and say, “Well'
angels, here I am, come wait on me.” These worlds
are so correlated that what we have in the next
world rests with us, with the efforts we make to
bring it about. It's the man inside that counts and
the great job we have is to work out this little me.

The great mistake we make is that when we
speak of life, we are thinking that this is the ohly
life. If we spend a life time here and do not find
ourselves, we will be a long time finding ourselves-
out there.” When you have found yourselves, you
will know the purpose of God, and each one will
have found the partlcular purpose of his or her
own life. Alice W. Devore.

Material for this article taken from a lecture de-
livered by Mrs. Anna I: QiI!Despie.

MARRIED

Walter D. Huyck and Harriette May McMurphy
were united in marriage, by Dr. Julia M. Walton at
her residence, 507 S. Blackstone St., Jackson, Mich.,-
December 2, 1919. * * *

Mr. E. A. Oberlin and Miss Ethel Coates, both of
Jamestown, N. Y., were united in marriage at high
noon, September 4, 1919. The wedding ceremony
took place at the home' of the bride’s parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Carrine D. Coates, 34 Catlin Avenue. Mrs.
Clara Watson officiated, using her own special ring
service. A wedding luncheon was served following
the ceremony. Sweet peas were used effectively in
the decorations. The couple received many beautiful
gifts. Mrs. Oberlin has been prominent in Spirit-
ualistic circles and her gift of inspirational music
and writing has been a source of interest and help
to many friends. Mr. 'Oberlin is a young business
man of ability and with his bride will have the sin-
cere good wishes of a large circle of friends. Mrs.
Oberlin's work as an inspirational pianist is of high
merit, and she will continue her efforts in the cause
of Spiritualism. At home, 34 Catlin Avenue, James-
town, N." Y. e o o

ATTENTION, LADIES OF LILY
DALE AUXILIARY

Our organization is the only body connected with
Lily Dale Assembly whose financial accumulations
each season are turned into the latter's treasury for
the welfare of our summer outing center.

We urge our members and sympathizing friends
to utilize spare winter evenings and other leisure
time in the preparation and selection of useful and
fancy articles suitable for sale at next summer's
Bazaars. Many helping hands the country over will
insure generous and varied supplies and aid in mak-
ing the season of 1920 an even greater success than
that of 1919. Mrs. Evelyn Brooks, President

Mrs. Minnie C. Warne, Secretary
Mrs. B. F, Bartlett, Treasurer.
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TO THE NEW YEAR
Hello, little Pilgrim| with a twinkle' in-yout‘éye.
Did you drop to Nature’s bosom from the overarch-
ing sky,
Fully laden with a harvest of the ripenéd fruit and
grain?
Or with shiny sword and pistol, that the rich and
poor be slain?

If you came with peace and plenty-for .the people of
the Earth,

All will hail you with a welcome and appreciate
your birth;

But if loaded down with microbes, "flu,” famine and
the like,

We will give you now, fair warning/, that you'd
better take a “hike.”

We have had enough misfortune for the many fu-
ture years;

We have had enough of slaughter and of sorrow’s
scalding tears,

And if you are bringing comfort for the saddened
home and heart,

We are pleased to greet you, New Year, and will
weep when you depart.

Do you promise, little pilgrim, you'll be just to each
and all,

In dispensing food and raiment as the people’s needs
may call?

That you will give them shelter from the tortures
of the storm

And will furnish needed fuel that their bodies may

keep warm?

Make the profiteering fellows, who are hoarding
things away,

For each act of selfish gaining ten-fold penance they
shall pay;

Make this year of Ninteen-Twenty be a record-
breaking time
For adjusting World-conditions into harmony sub-
lime.
« % % Dr.T. Wilkins

RECENT TRANSITIONS

Radebaugh—At Chickasha, Oklahoma, Dec. 10,
1919. Mrs. Rhoda Ellen Radenbaugh, wife of S. H.
Radebaugh, passed to spirit life. She was bom and
reared in Highland County, Ohio, where she was
married in 1862. In her young life she believed in
Universalism but came in her mature years into tlie
truth taught by Spiritualism. She was a member of
the Sunflower League.

Her aged husband, with whom she passed fifty-
seven years of companionship, and seven children
mourn her departure.

Her funeral service was -conducted by M. Alice
Adams of Oklahoma City.

* Kx Kk

Kuhlmeyer—On Monday, November 17th, Mrs. H.
B. Rymer, pastor of the E. V. Wilson Memorial Cen-
ter, conducted the funeral services far the son of one
of the church’s most active members. Mrs, E. J.
Kuhlmeycr.  This splendid young man wus taken
suddenly from the mortal plane of life, and before
tho physical body had been laid to rest, the spiritual
manifestation of his continued personality w>s giv-
en twice to family and friends. Amid the most
beautiful surroundings, and with a wealth of choice
beautiful sdi'roundings, and with a wealth of choice
blossoms about him, the temporary farewell was
spoken; but bright and clear above the grief, like a
golden thread against the gray, was the sweet as-
surance that his vigorous young life still goes on,
a comfort and a blessing to those who miss the bod-
ily touches of his hand and the cheery helpfulness of
his daily life among them.

t * <
IN MEMORIAM

In memory of my dearly beloved father, Dr.
Henry E. Ballard, who passed to spirit life one year
ago Dec. 31st. May the Angelic Hosts of .Heaven
guide him always, is my prayer.

Bonnie B. Ballard.
€« « «

A Voice From the. South—“1 have never seen a
good medium, public or private, but am a Spirit-
ualist by inhcritancy and confirmed in the faith by
wonderful experiences that have come to me and to
members of my family, enough to make a.printed
volume.”
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SEND YOUR NAME
and address for -a free copy 6f the Nut-shell Maga-
zine called Advanced Thought and Divine Sciencb.
Inspired articles and facts for students of «Spiritu-
alism. Address Robinson Publishing Co.- Val-
halla, N. Y.

LOCAL VISITING LIST

Chlcago HL.—0EN TR A L SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH. Meet» Sunday evening, 8 P. if., in
Washington Hatt; State and Lake Building, 190 N.
State St., "George F. Seely, President; Thomas
Grimshaw, Pastor. You are welcome.

Cincinnati, Ohio—THE GOOD-WILL SPIRIT-
UALIST CHURCH—N. E. Cor. 9th and Plum St.,
Cincinnati, Ohio. Lecture, Sundays, 2:30 and 7:30.
Messages Service, Thursday, 2:30 and 7:30. ..S. E.
Hugi, L. M.

Cincinnati, Ohio.—SPIRITUALIST TEMPLE .OF
LIBERAL THOUGHT holds Sunday services at
2:30 and 7:30 P. M., 633 West 3th St. Frank Raabe,
president; Mrs. H. B. Rymer, pastor.

Denver, Colorado.—PBOHREFSIFE SPIRITUAL
CHURCH. Meets Sunday, 8 P. M.,inL. O. T. M.

+ Hall, Exchange Building, 15th and Arapahoe
Streets. 1. B. Scott, president; Dr. A. W. Young,
vice president; Thomas A. Hill, secretary; Arthur
Barrett, treasurer; Dr. W. E. Mansfield and Mrs.
Martha Anthony, pastors.

Minneapolis, Minn.—CENTRAL SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH—703 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis,
Minn. Geo. D. Field, President; Rev. M. D. Tgl-
cott, Pastor. Lecture Sundays 3:30 p. m. by Ida
Holtman, followed by messages. Lecture Sundays
8 p. m. by Rev. M. D. Talcott. Mid-Week Message
— Social—Wednesdays at 2:00 p. m. You are
welcome.

Newport, Kentucky.—FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH—825 Overton St. Mrs. M. E. G. Howe,
resident Pastor; Miss Ruby Dameron, President;
Mrs. Sarah Charles, Secretary. Services, Sunday,
7:30 p. m.; Wednesday, 2:00 p. m. and Thursday,
7:45 p. m. Ladies Social first Wednesday each
month, 2:00 p. m.

San Diego, CtiL—FIRST SPIRITUAL SOCIETY
Temple 1240 7th Street, in heartiof city. Sunday
services at 11 a. m. and 7:45 p. m.; Wednesday
evening, Message Service—Francis P. Fleming,
pastor; Thomas Michael, President; F. X. Jaeger,
Secretary. Public always welcome.

Los Angeles, Ca/lH—PROGRESSIVE SOCIETY
OF TRUTHSEEKERS holds all services in its
Temple, Twenty-third Street'and Stanford Avenue
—Sundays 9:30 a. m., Children’s Lyceum; 11 a. m,,
Conference and Messages; 2:30 p. m., Message Cir-
cles; 6:30 p. m., Young Peoples League; 8 p. m,,
Lecture and Messages. Flower Readings on second
Sunday evenings each month; Sunshine Club 2:30
and 8 p. m: Thursdays. Mary C. Vlasek, pastor,
assisted by Mary R. Hutchinson.

COLLEGE HALL OF PUBLIC
SPEAKING

A SCHOOL WITH A PURPOSE
Special Six Weeks' Course, $25.00
write WILLIAM E. HAMMOND, Principal
11 South Sixth St, Columbus, Ohio

WHAT IS YOUR SECRET
AMBITION?

Scientific analysis tells you how to achieve it
Attain happiness, success; avoid sorrow, failure.
Any problem can be solved.
Send birth name and birthday for numberscope,'
with $2.00. Mention this paper.
DOROTHY SAUNDERS
Vocational Expert
Box 72, Coolidge Corner, Boston, Mass.

Anna Schaefer-DeCamp, Soprano Louis DeC&mp, Baritone

DeCAMP VOCAL STUDIO

English, French, German and ltalian Diction

TAg voice Prepared for Concert, Oratorio $ Opera
1432 Kimball Hall, Wabaah Ato. and Jackson Blvd.
Telephone Wabash 4908
Residence, 2647 W. Monroe St Telephone Seeley 4117
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BORROWED TRUTHS

Recent editorials in Two Worlds-of Manchester,
England, under the caption of “Our Services—Can
They Be Improved,” contain food for fruitful fire-
side meditations by every American Spiritualist,
when hindering environments have been temporari-
ly laid aside and each soul is communing with itself,
which Plato described as real thought.-

Bombast and bulldozing, flatulency and self adu-
lation, sparsity of thought in a wilderness of words
in nowise tend to create respectful interest of a
worshipful spirit," while veritable disgust and men-
tal humiliation follow all aping of Vaudeville stunts
and every approach to suggestive vulgarisims uttered
to tickle shallow minds and stimulate fleeting ap-
plause.

Give heed to the following extracts from our
English brother:

The tremendous interest which is being' taken in,
the subject of Spiritualism at thel present time is
bringing into our meeting-rooms men and women
of all shades of opinion and from all schools of
thought, and many and varied are the comments
passed upon our conduct of services. *

Why do we meet? What is the purpose of our
public services? We know that some Societies ap-
pear to regard a service as a kind of regrettable
necessity, a more or less conventional prelude to an
after-circle; whilst people who have been drawn to
us from the Christian Churches have regard only to
the fact that it is respectable, usual, and conven-
ient to attend a service of some kind at an habitual
hour on the Sabbath Day.

In the early days of the Spiritualistic Movement
all meetings (other than seances) were of the pro-
paganda type. They were arranged and advertised
in order to acquaint the public with the great fact
of spirit communion, and to stimulate personal in-
vestigation. In the nature of things these meetings
became argumentative in their atmosphere, since
the criticisms and objections of opponents had to be
met and refuted; they likewise became instruction-
al, because the validity of our own contentions had
to be established. Later, too, they became demon-
strative of the truths we stand for, our mediums
being called upon to present to the public some
milder types of the phenomena of the seance room.
These phases are still of great importance; there
is a great deal of adverse criticism which must
still be met; there is a vast amount of misconcep-
tion as to what it stands for. The platform and the
press- afford the best avenues for answering'the
critic and teaching the ignorant. . The great thing
to be kept in mind is the necessity of “teaching,”
and the ideal platform advocate must certainly be
a teacher.

There is still scope for public demonstration of
our phenomena, but it must be confessed that a
large majority of the phenomena given is quite un-
convincing. Too often “descriptions” which merely
say “There’s a tall, dark gentleman; with a mous-
tache, age about 50, standing by you. Do you rec-
ognize him?” Such clairvoyance (?) does not de-
serve recognition, and when fuller details cannot be
given, the description (?)/ had better be dispensed
with. An old friend of our always judged a de-
scription by'the number of “points” given (the full
name counting as six). Unless 12 to 14 points were
given, he called it bad clairvoyance, whether rec-
ognized or no. When mediums are able to see
spirit forms, why is it.that they do not describe
them? We are quite satisfied that there are twenty
clairvoyants who see well .to every one who de-
cently describes his vision. Such clairvoyants would
do far better in the seance room, where with small-
er meetings and finer conditions they could' often
give evidences worth having. We are pleased to
see the tendency to restrict psychometry to tlie
seance room, rather than the platform. Only too
often tlie fact of entering into the details of peo-
ple's past and present circumstances has given rise
to gossip and scandal.

We shall generally find, despite the few bril-
liant exceptions, that most of our clairvoyants
would do far better under conditions more select
and refined than a large public meeting can offer.
We sigh for th'e good time coming when every So-
ciety will have its suite of seance rooms and the
most sacred and wonderful of all our activities—
the forging of the link of communion between the
bereaved and the arisen—shall be demonstrated in
the seclusion of that seance room, free from the
sneer of the critic and the vandalism of the sensa-
tionalist and scoffer.

Let our meetings, then be held for demonstra-

tion, when-siitablp, .tactful, convincing media 1
available; for instruction in the principies of fl
chic law; for replying to the honest critic; for ]
poundlng the laws of spirit life and the Splntual
ic philosophy—for stimulating the common peoT
to personal investigation. Let the exponent be
tedcher, a demonstrator, .an exhorter.

We are becoming too férmal. Is there any
need to keep a' meeting running for an hour and
half by drawliing hymns, prosy prayers of a stere<3
typed character, and long readings which hav
nothing to do with the subject? Is it really necej.
sary for a speaker to talk for 30 or 40 minute-,
when he has delivered his message at the end ((
20 minutes? A brief, bright hour is often ruined
by an éndeavor to keep the meeting to a convey
tional time. The wisest speaker or chairman is he
who “shuts” up when he has delivered his message
It is easy and interesting to listen to the
“has something to say.” It is mental and moral
vivisection to be forced to listen to the man who
“has to say something.”” We want our megting;
to be alive, so that when the people leave they wiH |
be waiting for the next.

In discussing last week the reason and purpose of
our public services, we pointed out that in a net
movement, and one which is still much maligned
and misunderstood, propaganda must of necessity]
play an important.part; that instruction as to fona
of mediumship and their results must also taker
prominent place; that instruction also in the teach]
ings which accompany the phenomena must occupy]
a good deal of time and attention. The demonstra-|
tion Of spirit power and presence has also its place.
In short, our public meetings are for demonstration, !
instruction, exposition of the laws of spirit life a
activity, and the dissemination of spirit teachings,

With- other religious bodies, however, the brief,
if not the sole, object of their Sabbath meetingsis]
that known as “public worship,” and many cm-
plaints come our way concerning the lack of what|
is called reverence or the devotional atmosphere is
our Sunday gatherings. In many of these cases the|
complainants have been reared in a certain atmos-
phere, and miss that to which they have been for
years accustomed. In'other cases, however, the
complant is that instead of the quiet peace which
is found in church or chapel, our meeting-room-
immediately before the commencement of the set-
vice are devoted to gossip and chattering, winch
tend to destroy the air of rest and devotion which
by some is considered the fitting prelude to a path
lie service.

The public circle is a case in point. We often
hear it advanced as an argument in favor of such,
meetings that “That's what the people want.” In
the same way, some clairvoyants are always striv-
ing to foretell the future, and sail close to the
wind of common fortune-telling, because—well
“that’s what the people come for!” It is a fas
standard, and therefore a bad standard. We do not
give a child a razor to play with “because he wants
it.” His parents consider that out of their widej
experience they know what is good for him, an
Spiritualists should be guided by human needs, not
by what folks want.

We are told that God desires our worship and
adoration, but earth is the workshop of God, and
we cannot imagine a large employer of labour (and
we are a|ll labourers in the vineyard) being satisfied
with a company of work-people congregation
around the office to tell the said employer what a
fine fellow he happened to be, and how fond they
were of him. Yet too often what is called worship
degenerates into this. We have personally found
that our sense of reverence -was heightened fat
more by standing at night at the small end of!
good telescope, than by all the psalms and responses
we ever listened to. Our Own opinion is thatnothin!
.conflicts more with the true emergence from within
gf the real spirit of devotion than a heterogeneous
mass of individuals comprising all kinds and ton
ditions of men, conforming without question to c«'
tain formalities laid down by other men, many o
whom know less of spiritual verities than the®"
selves. In our opinion, the practice of the better
class of devotion was lost when the habit of family
worship fell into disuse. There in the bosom ofl
harmonious family (each of whom has- somethin!
in common with the rest) the psychic forces of nI
were blended. To the clairvoyant eye, which st®
the colours of the auras of those assembled, the
average church service .for public worship is’
travesty.  An external appearance without a trace
of psychic or spiritual blending. It may have tht
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soporific (hypnotic) effect of lulling men into a
state of rest and security, but too often it is the
sleef of the man in a snowstorm, the prelude to spir-
itual death. .

Undestand, we are merely endeavoring to analyse
a complex problem. The ultimate_finding must
come to the touchstone of practicality. It public
worship_helps the emergence of spiritual life, we
are all for it, but if men want us to indulge there-
in merely because other people do it, we are not to
be moved by such appeal. Let us be honest to our-
selves. We have been called out from amongst
others. We have a spirit message to deliver; we
have those behind us who are directing us in its
delivery. We have kept free from the grandiose
formalism of orthodoxy. In the'sacred name of
truth, if we are to do things, let us forget what
men want or wish us to do. Let us keep to the
higher standard, and do them because they are
right, because they are best, because our spirit in-
structors advise us so to do. Let us cease to bother
about giving people what they clamour for, because
they clamour, and see to it that we adopt those
methods and give forth those teachings which the
spiritual directors of a higher life have called us in-
to being to adopt and give forth. In other words,
let us never conform to the folly of being guided or
led by this world, but let our light and leading come
from the invisibles. Hitherto they have not failed
us. Neither will theyin ’Ehe*diﬁicult days ahead.

I

A PUBLIC NEED

Ocassionally we hear from an axuiliary needing
talent, or from speakers and mediums desiring en-
gagements. These two needs do not always fit each
other; and we fail to assist either for want of prop-
er information. It appears to be a public requisite
that a standing notice of these needs should be
found in this paper.

List with us your desire for talent or for engage-
ments. Addfess N. S. A., 600 Pennsylvania Ave.,
S. E., Washington, D. E .

*

GET YOUR 1920 VIBRATION

Special, days, success signature, cycles, life lesson,
what you really are, how you appear to others, aim
in life, all for $1.00

The above, also vocation best suited for, kepnote,
colors, genius, symbols, eta, for $2.00.

Send full birthname and birthdate.

Beginners course in Numerology, 6 lessons for
$5.00. Typewritten. Lida W. Amerige, 163 Hunt-
ington Ave., Dept. F., Boston, Mass.

SPIRITUALISM. JUST OUT!

New book entitled: “The Truth About Spirit-
ualism,” by Wm. J. Bryan, M. D. Illustrated. Over
200 pages. Logical, ethical, convincing. Can spirits
return? Can immortality be overcome? One dollar,
by maiL Circular of contents, etc., free. Alberta
(P:Elblishing Co., Dept. N, 333 E. 17th St., New York

y.

Los Angeles, Cal.—CHARACTER READING BY
THE SCIENCE OF NUMBERS. Your success in
life depends upon your knowledge and ability to
ute the powers hidden within yourself. This
knowledge, as shown by the Science of Numbers,
will be sent you upon receipt of 25c together with
birth date and full name. Address Trinity-House.
Dept, S, 413 West 67th St., Los Angeles, Cal.

Benton Harbor, Mich.—The Selim Spiritualist So-
ciety has elected the following officers, for the year
of 1920: President, Speaker and Message Bearer,
Hany J, Aldrich; Vice President, Mrs. Mary Jef-
fery; Secretary, Mr. B. Shirtz; Treasurer, Mrs. Jo-
seph Jones.

Our Ladies’ Aid has elected the following officers:
President, Mrs. Edward Raub; Vice President, Mrs.
Louis Miller; Secretary, Mrs. Gus Hopp; Treasurer,
Mrs. Joseph; .Mrs. Warren Correll, is musical di-
rectoft

Ever since bur opening, Sunday Dec. 15, 1919, we
have had continual success. Audiences have always
been large, which is due to our speaker, Mr. Harry
J. Aldrich, whose lectures are up-to-date and whose
messages are simply grand. Th¢ Society presented
to Mr. Aldrich, at Christmas, as a mark of their
high appreciation, with a fine overcoat, also a twenty
dollar bill. The entire Society wished our speaker

a happy Christmas and a most prosperous New
Year. As he radiates harmony and good will to all
who come in contact with him. The Society also
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gave a New Year's party at the home of Mr. Frank
Selle, on Main St. A grand and happy time was
enjoyed. A fine chop suey supper brought out a
very large gathering'of people. At five minutes of
midnight Mr. Aldrich asked the entire assemblage to
rise, in a farewell to 1919, by singing "America."
Then Mr. Aldrich gave an inspiring invocation,
bidding all a happy and prosperous. New Year, ami
that the Selim Society would work on to a greater
and grander victory in the year to be. We have
tire promise of a beautiful new church structure,
Which promise is certain to be fulfilled, if the Selim
Society! with one united effort, will work to reach
the desired goal. Our New Year's Eve party netted
us $61.00 clear of all expense. The National
Spiritualist is on sale at all meetings; and Benton
Harbor and St. Joseph Spiritualists wish Dr. Warne,
our National President, a happy and prosperous
New Year. ! Local Scribe.
BOOKS

1 We are informed that the works of A. J. Davis
will be republished by installments, beginning early
in 1920, with the issuing of “Views of our Heavenly
Home,” “Death and the After Life” and “Events in
the Life of a Seer.” Due notice will be given when
a supply is received.

“The Dead Have Never Died,” by Edward C.
Randall, is one of the best books we know of sup-
porting the claims of Spiritualists for life beyond
earth-death. Its philosophy is clear and forceful,
explaining evidential communications from spirits.
This book should be read by every inquirer for lit-
erature explaining Spiritualism. Price, $2 postpaid.

“Raymond,” by Sir Oliver Lodge, is now $2.50.
The $1.50 edition is exhausted and will not be re-
published.

IMPORTANT SPIRITUALIST BOOKS
FOR A READING COURSE
For Sale by The National Spiritualists’ Asso-
ciation, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, S. E.,
Washington, D. 0.

Lyceum Books
British Manual, 60 cents; the British
Outlines of Spiritualism for the

The
Songster, $1.25.
Young, 50 cents.

We can send post free as above.

N. S. A, 600 Penna. Ave., S. E., Washington, D. C.

Standard Works

Postage

Continuity of Life (Lockwoodg.... 10c
Guide to Mediumship (Wallis . 10c
‘Lisbeth (Twing) ... 10c
Outlines of Spirituali

(Kitson) 10c |
Poems of Inner Life (Doten)
Poems of Progress (Doten) . L
The Philosophy of Spiritualism (Kates) 1.00 10c
Mark. Chester (Petersilea) 75 tfc
Mary Ann Carew (Petersilea) . 100  10c
The Discovered Country (Petersilea) 1.00  10c
Scientific Basis of Spiritualism (Sar-

ENE) oo =T 10c
ReSearches Into Modern Spiritualism

(Crookes), paper ... 5c
The Divine Gift of Mediumship (Rich-

mond L. Bishop)......c..cccuevrniinienniinns 1.00
Science and Power of the Mind (Rich-

mond L. Bishop).... 1,00
The Philosophy of e

(Richmond L. Bishop).... 1.00
Mediumship Defined and

(Colville), paper e 15
Mediumship; Its Nature, Laws, etc.

(Colville), paper ,50
Spiritualistic  Experiences (Wallace),

paper . . .20
If a Man Die Shall He Live Again?

(Wallace), paper 25
Pathwiz of the Human Spirit Traced 1.00 10c
Truth About Spiritualism (Dr. Wm. J. Bryan).. 1.10

Works of E. W. Sprague
A Future Life Demonstrated...............cocover v $1.50
Spirit Obsession—A False Doctrine
Spirit Mediumship—How Developed and Safely
Practised 1.25

Pamphlets
Reincarnation, True or False.,..
Adventism and the Devil—A Reply To. Evange-
list Cotton’s Attack on Spiritualism.
The Science of Spirit Communion Analyzed and
Explained =~ L N .
Testimony of Leading Scientists and Theologians
Who Are Spiritualists.... 1

.85
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Moses Hull's Books

i . . i Postage
Encyclopedia of Biblical Spiritualism 1.00 10c
Our'Bible ...................... ;. 1.00 10c
Life of Moses Hull (by Darnel Hull).. 1.00 5¢c
Hull-Jamieson Debate . . 1,00 10c
Two' In One (two books) I 10c
The Spiritual Alps.....— 5c
The Contrast __ 5¢c
Wayside Jottings (Mattie-Hull)............ 5¢c

75
Christs of the Past arid Present (Hull) '.25
Swept Away (Hull) R (1]
The Old and the New (Hull)... .
The Devil and the Adventists (Hull)..

WORKS OF DR J. M. PEEBLES
Bound Exquisitely in Blue Silk Cloth and Gold
Embossing.

' Price Postpaid

Five'Journeys Around the World. Profusely
illustrated throughout with foreign views,
temples, natives, ruins, etc. 533 pages describ-
ing the manners, customs, laws, art, science
and literature of all lands. The pyramids and
ruins of Mexico; the Pacific Islands; New
Zealand; Australia, China, Magic and Won-
ders of India, Ceylon and Persia; Ancient
Egypt and her pyramids; Assyria, Palestine,
Turkey, Greece, Italy, France and Great
Britain. World's religions and philosophies
compared _ $27%

Spirit Mates, Marriage, Divorce and Re-Unions.

Origin of spirit germs, their progress and pil-
grimage through earth life to the spirit world.
Marriage and its relations. Love and impulses.
Are .divorces justifiable? Marriage In the
spirit world. When and how spirit.mates are
brought together. ~ Communications from
S?irits—tﬁ counterparts on earth. A collection
of valuable experiences. Symposium by 40
different authors ... .-

Immortality and Our Future Homes. What a
hundred spirits, low and exalted, say of their
homes and- occupations in spirit life. Con-
ditions of ifnants, idots, suicides and the
wicked. How spirits influence and entrance
mortals. Vivid descriptions of the spirit world 2.2

Demonism of the Ages and Spirit Obessions.
How undeveloped spirits may cause sickness,
disease, paralysis, epilepsy, insantity, pre-
mature, death, suicides, etc. . How to ayoid
and cast out. How to attract higher intellig-
ences. Valuable advice to sensitives

The Christ Question Settled. All about Jesus.
Was He myth, man, medium, martyr, or the
very God? A symposium of opinions. Val-
uable evidences from researches, in the orient,
excavtions and explorations. Interviews with
noted Jewish Rabbis and historians. What
Pagan, Gnostic and early Christian writers

' say of him 2.50

What is Spiritualism and Who are These
Spiritualists? A definition of Spiritualism
with extracts from the writings and testi-
monies of 500 of the world’s brainiest think-
ers, authors, philosophers, scientists, poets,
etc,, concerning communion with the dead,
valuable reference book. Paper, $1.002.00

Death Defeated; or the Physic Secreta of How
to Keep Young. How to live a century and
grow old gracefully. What to eat and drink.
Sleep, baths, hygiene, clothing, sex, marriage
and right living. What philosophers of the
past said about foods. Valuable instructions.. 2.00

Pathway of the Human Spirit Traced. Nature
and origin of the spirit. Preexistence. Em-
bodiments. Unfoldments and final destiny.
World’s philosophies compared____ 2.00

Vaccination a Curse and Menace to Personal
Liberty, Treats of inoculation and calf-
lymph vaccination from Jenner's time to the
present. How cow-pox pus is obtained. The
cause of eczema, pimpled faces, cancers,
paralysis and death. Accounts of legislative
battles ———2.00

225

2.50

Pamphlets in Paper Binding

How to Converge With the Spirits of the Dead...,35¢
nation ----- -2Sc

Spiritualism Versus Adventism -------—----------- 20c
Proofs of Immortality - - - - _- _- _ 25
How to Live a Century —---- .....--------- 50c
Mediumship and Its Laws (paper) .50
Works of Hudson Tuttle

Evolution of the God and Christ Ideas..$1,25  10c
Religion of Man and Ethics of Science 1.00 8e
The Arcana of Spiritualism........ 125  10c,
Origin and Antiquity of. Man...—. 1.00 8c
The Arcana of Nature.--------- . 150 14c
Stories from'Beyond the Borderland.... 1.25  10c

Mediumship and Its Laws (paper)—. 50

The Writings of Andrew Jackson Davis
A Compendium and Digest of His Works $2.00 15¢
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LYCEUM DEPARTMENT
Conducted by
Mrs. Annie L. Gillespie

National Superintendent of Lyceums
85 Upton Avenue Battle Creek, Mich.

HAPPY NEW YEAR, LYCEUMISTS

And may it be all that the wish implies. The
past year has been filled with unsettled conditions.
Political, Economic and Social life has been up-
heaved and broken on the wlieel of unusual cir-
cumstances..-May we not expect better days soon?
The lessons of yesterday surely will help us to make
good the todays, steadily leading'us on to the hills
of tomorrow, with greater strength to climb them.

In the glowing fires of the New Year, lighted
with Hope fed with our Ideals and dreams, we see
the dawning of a new childhood, .a childhood in
which Slavish Fear has no part—no angry Deity
to threaten, but instead, the Angels of Reason, Jus-
tice and Love to help the little pilgrims on their
way of service. Today the child is known as the
ruler of our future weal or woe—the Crown Prince
who must later come into his kingdom. We' older
ones have something to’ do to help him develop
the latent Eower within him, that he may rule wisely
and well the kingdom of his soul.

Clarance said' once, “The difference - between
childhood and men lies in the unlimited confidence
and hopefulness of Youth; that happiest time when
he knows no past, finds the present filled with joy,
and the Future seems endlessly long. It must be
our work to keep eternal youth in their hearts,
teach them that hope is eternal, and always better
things further on.

Happy New Year, and a busy one to all!

Anna L. Gillespie.

May | ask every Lyceum reader of this paper to
write me very soon. Tell me the name of your
Lyceum, how many pupils you have, the name of
your Secretary or any information which will enable
me to help you to get in the precession of 1920 Ly-
ceums. Especially do I need your secretary’s ad-
dress: Tell me if you use the card system. | have
some on hand now, and if the requests warrant it
will have plenty more ordered. | can only carry
on this work with your help. Will you do it? And
may | look for your hearty co-operation at once?

*N. A. S. Superintendent.
*

CHRISTMAS IN BATTLE CREEK

We have been having a joyous, happy time this
Christmas season. The Christmas spirit got into our
hearts and reached the climax when our Lyceum en-
tertained all its friends at one of the most unique
r?nd beautiful Christmas entertainments ever given

ere.

The hall was beautifully decorated for the oc-
casion, wires hung with Chinese lanterns and Christ-
mas bells extending the length of the hall and at one
end a large Christmas tree that was a delight to
behold. It was beautiful as the dream-tree of child-
hood. Beneath it was a mossy throne and about it,
presents for every one of the Lyceum and for many
others.

A happy throng of parents and friends filled the
hall -and as they waited, music was heard in the dis-
tance and the entertainment opened with a pageant,
the Lyceum marching in, two by two, more than
forty young people, ranging in ages from, eighteen to
three years and led in tlie march by their .Fairy-God-
Mother, Mrs. Anna L. Gillespie.

Every child was in costume and as they were ar-
ranged on the spacious platform, many proud and
happy smiles greeted them from the fond parents.

The first part of the program, a miscellaneous one
of dances, songs and recitations, gave all a chance
to display the improvement that tlie year of careful
training under their teacher, Mrs. Gillespie, had
made in them, and some of the work of these wee
dancers was so perfect and dainty in effect, as to
closely resemble the professional ballet. One very
noticable number was the ""Dance of the Rosebuds
and the See-saw Girls,” original and interesting, as
it was all written and worked out for the occasion
by Mrs. Gillespie. Before passing to the second
part of the program, mention must be made of the
splendid interpretation of -the “Dance of Joy," by
Miss Juanita Ziegler, one our talented older mem-
bers.of- the Lyceum,

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

Tlie second part of the program was a Cantata
entitled "The Marriage of Santa Claus and Mother
Goose.” Mrs, Gillespie wrote all of the dialogue
and arranged tlie dances. It was all' new but woven
around tlie old familiar characters of our childhood.
1 The principal characters were Santa Claus, Mother
Goose, Flip-Flop, Queen Titania, King Winter,
Princess Snow, Prince of the Elv.es, Queen of the
Fairies, Spirit of Music, Spirit of Happiness and
the Fairy God-Mother.

Santa and Mother Goose seated on the throne un-
der the sparkling Christmas tree, with all of Moth-
er Goose’s famous children and Santa’s satellites
gI”OUTped about them, made a picture that will never

orgotten by that audience, and round after
round of applause showed their appreciation, as the
stories of Mother Goose’s children were given in
pantomime, songs and recitations, by the little ones.

The. wedding march was led by Santa Claus and
Mother Goose, ending at the Christmas tree, where
each member of the Lyceum received a present and
a- bag of candy and then the Lyceum treated all of .

their friends to candy, for the children finance this

Christmas party themselves, saving their pennies
during the entire year for this great event. Coffee
and doughnuts were served by the older ones and
the evening was one long to be remembered by old
as well as young.

Miss Glee Race made a modern and most efficient
Santa Claus and Miss Juanita Ziegler ably seconded
him as his wife, Mother Goose.'

1 Alice W. Devore:
* . .

INSTRUCT THE CHILDREN

Spiritualism' is something more than phenomena—
it is educational and reformatory. The truest and
best reformation is that which is laid in the hearts
and minds of the children. Therefore, Spiritualists
should instruct the children. This can best be done
by forming Lyceums in connection with every So-
ciety. A Society that,has no Lyceum is as incomplete
as a church or chapel without' its' Sunday school,
thereby forcing its members' children to attendother
places of worship. The children of Spiritualists who
have to attend orthodox Sunday schools are taught
thatwhich their parents do not believe. This is a ser-
ious defect inthe Society,and an injustice to thechil-
dren, which Spiritualists should no longer foierate.
The remedy is in forming Lyceums. Information
ocncerning the same will gladly be supplied by

J. Tinker, Secretary,

British Spiritualists, Lyceum Union. -
*_ K X

Muskegon, Mich.—The Muskegon Spiritualist
Society has passed through its doldrums and
emerged with colors flying and “nailed to the mast.”

We have just closed an engagement of two con-
secutive Sundays, and the intervening week, with
Rev. Isadore Davenport, Battle Creek, Vice Presi-
dent M. S. S. A, and State Missionary, and, she
has done Trojan service for us, and brought about
a reorganization of our society, with the important
reinforcement of our membership. On' Saturday
eve, Dec. 27, we had a well-attended social and re-
ception to Sister Davenport; on Sunday, Dec. 28,
two well-attended services; a message service Mon-
day evening; business meeting to fix annual dues
and prepare for election of officers for 1920, and on
New Year’s eve, a box party at the residence of
Mr. and Mrs. John Morse, 23 Sanford St. In spite
of a raging blizzard, there was a fair attendance
and various entertainments provided.

At this service an original poem' by Mr. Sanford,
entitled, "Farewell,. Old Year, Welcome, New
Year,” was read and greatly enjoyed by those pres-
ent. (The editor regrets that pressure on our col-
umns prevents our printihg it in full.)

Thursday evening another message service, busi-
ness meeting Friday evening, rest for the good
sister until Sunday. The Sunday afternoon service
was followed by election of officers for the ensuing
year, resulting as follows: President, Mrs. Mary
Kirschner; Vice President, 1. Ransom Sanford;
Secretary, Mrs. Sharlow; Treasurer, Mrs. Florence
Shipper; Trustee?, Charles Shaffer, P. H. Fuller
and O. C. Shipper. Sunday evening the hall, North
Terrace St., was filled and Sister Davenport's lec-
ture and messages were exceptionally excellent.-s

She will be with us again in February for two

Sundays,
T, Ransom Santob@®.

January jj

GRANDMA PAYS THE BILL
BvH. Mills
Before tlie .busy merchant
Stood pretty little Bess:
“l want a cloff for dolly,
Enough to make a dress.” -

What color, little lady?

The pleasant dealer- said.

Why, don’t you know? she answered—
I want it awful red!

He smiled and cut the fabric

For the delighted miss;

“What does it cost?” she questioned;
He answered, “Just one Kiss.”

And then the clerks who heard her
Went laughing up and down,
“My grandma she will pay'

When she comes into town.”

**"

Always a little boy to her’,

She heeds not the lines of care

That furrow his face—to her it is still

As. it was'in his childhood fair,

Back there somewhere in the mist of years
She sees but the lad ﬂ;rough*a film of tears.

THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR 1
“May this day and all days of the new year britjl
to you, and those who are dear to you, the sia-l
shine of happiness.” .
Richard Brook i
“When we look into the long avenue of the fi-
ture and see the good there is for each one of usto
do, we realize,/after all, what a beautiful thingit|
is to work, and to live, and to be happy.”
Stevensos. j
“Time is
Too slow for those who wait,
Too swift for those who fear,
Too long for those who grieve,
Too short for those who rejoice;
But -for those who love, time is not.
R Van Dyke 1

“Be not lenient to your own faults;

Keep your pardon for others.”
Japanese Prove@. 1

[P
“Never bear more than one kind of trouble ata
time.

Some people bear three—all they have now, J1
they ever had, and all they ever expect to have.” |
* % % AXK.1

“Just to be good, to keep life pure from degrad-
ing elements, to make it constantly helpful in littitl
ways to those who are touched by it; to keep ones!
spirit always sweet, and to avoid all manner of pettd
anger and irritability-—that is an idea as noble 4
it is difficult.” »

Axox. 1

OBITUARY

Julia Miller-Roe passed to the higher file N°4
29, 1919, from her home in Jackson, Mich.
funeral obseqwes were performed at Fifield WetbtM

bee’s chapel, Main. St., Dec. 2nd. Her husbafl
Randolph Roc, preceded her to the other life
years ago. He was the son of Dr. Roe of Albioaj
Mich., one of the first to be developed in modefl
Spiritualism, as a magnetic healer and clairvoyflj
diagnostician. The marriage rites of Julia MiM
and Randolph Roe were performed in tlie late
by A. B. iting, one of the ablest and most notedj
of trance and inspirational speakers in the SpH
itualist ranks, over a decade—from late in the
until 1871. During all the years of suffering, >4
they were many, before she was released, Julia
-frequently reminded her family, that she desire
her funeral discourse to be given by Dr. Julia "
Walton, and after a lapse of half a century the
who soleminized her marriage rites, B. WhitijB
came to give the beautiful and consoling words hj
side her bier, to her brother from Chicago, her
.ter and neice and adopted son, through the inshfl

mentality of your Mlssmnar at Lar )
y y y urjA g M. WALON





