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Ã toast to the old year, a toast to the new;
May its pleasures be many­

hope 
smile

-its sorrows be few; 
for the future—a sigh for the past— 
for the present—the hours speeding fast.

A 
A

to the old friends—a toast to the new; 
to the dear friends—and one to the true;

-m reverent fear,

A 
A 
A

toast
toast
prayer to our Make:

- When we meet in a twelve months—that all may be
here. —Madeline Hughes Pelton,

Forewords
E*-  Social and literary customs prescribe formal intro­
ductions for persons and periodicals meeting each 
■ther for the first time, a
г Whenever a mutual acquaintance is not present 
Иact as intermediary for that purpose it is permis­
sible for either to make the.initial advance by speak­
ing first to the Other. When the personal reserve is 
thus broken down all further barriers are overthrown.

Every normally born child is able to announce its 
Own arrival at the threshold of physical birth. Soon 
thereafter it demonstrates its supreme right to a spe- 
cial, place no one else can fill, and develops a power 
of proclaiming its pressing wants which is far more 
imperative than the unprotesting meekness with which 
■Eggccepts the Christian and family names, imposed 
upon it, either before or after mundane arrival. It 
enters upon its individual life mission with the fresh­
ness of innocence and unconsciously faces*  toward a 
.future of more or less remote, but magnificent, pos- 
-iribilities.

S The National Spiritualist is born as a protest 
against existing and humanly created conditions that 

I, Aave been' and are now handicapping the strengthen­
ing and extension of the normal work of The National 

.'Spiritualist Association ôf the United States and 
of its affiliated local and state -bodies.
- Mortal- and Spirit intelligences have collaborated^ 
fór its launching, and enrolled themselves, to sail it. 
onward into the years that are styled Futurity.

L -*v 4^imilar entities will continue to direct- the stok- 
jng of its engines, .the handling of its rudder, the 
charting of its courses, the filling of its larder, the 

I meaning of its quarter deek and the operation of its 
I wireless receiving and sending station. Their labors 
1 will, be for every one who sails as regular passenger 
CTheteon, as well as for all others who wateh for its 
’ arrivals or receipt of its air flashed tidings.

dependent heretofore largely upon a privately 
owned press for means through which to spread the 
propaganda of Spiritualism, the N. S. A. has sorely 
felta need of its own printed mouthpiece.

The -Christian Science Monitor and associate pub­
lications of that teaching, the chain of Methodist 
Christian Advocates, the Presbyterian Banner, the 
Baptist Standard, the Unitarian Christian Register 
and others of similar character all emphasize the de­
pendence of those several systems upon authorized 
printed exponents of-their principles.

be
as
or

Spiritualism is larger than any single individual, 
hq'editor, officer, or Medium. It cannot be listed 
the exclusive personal property of any one person 
group of personalities. It can never- all be. com­

pressed into or made solely -tributary to any one pub­
lication.
.^.Monopoly of the channels through whieh it shall 
be presented may be a disturbing nightmare of some 

v wpw-amhitious brain, but it can no more be real­
ised -than the atmosphere, the sunshine, the song of 
birds, the beauty and perfume of flowers or the cool 
ing draught from nature’s depths can become the 
absolute right of but one person.

* * • « 

ager who is not selected by a representative body of 
the vitally involved systolli, and who may exploit per­
sonally favored people, Mediums, societies and policies.

A privately owned newspaper, instea'd of choosing 
-its policies with an eye single to the general welfare 
of a cause, is apt to select the ones which will best 
advance its financial interests. In following that 
course it will not hesitate to use its columns for aid­
ing and abetting opponents of the N. S. A., and then 
rely upon wheedling/ i^on-protesting members of that 
body into its own support by'subscribing for, or pur­
chasing its issues. .

The National Spiritualist will not hesitate to 
mention for the information of its readers the.exist­
ence of other deserving publications working for the 
same truths, nor scruple to express appreciation of 
their endeavors. Near of promoting their popularity 
or jealousy of their material success will not disturb 
our sanctum. Every such an one will only achieve 
that degree of prosperity .of which its dominant spirit 
and ceaseless efforts shall make .it worthy.

The N. S. A. is not the end but an aid for propa­
gation of the best there is in Spiritualism. The more 
effective the instrument the better and’ larger will be 
the result attained.

•Its own newspaper will become its sole official 
organ. Never again will it be obliged to stand for 
the idiosyncrasies of individual minds, or for pre­
posterous and harmful advertisements simply because 
they appear in some publication to which one or more 
of its officers may have contributed in' the perform­
ance of their imposed duties. It will thereby make 
ehoiee through its own representative of the limita- - 
tions and liabilities which it must acknowledge and 
confront.

Sympathizers with- its aims need no longer hold 
aloof from it under fear .that the N. S. A. officials 
are subservient to the dictation of any single indi­
vidual.

Lessons of the National Superintendent of Ly­
ceums can be printed in its columns. Appeals and 
communications from the chairmen of standing com­
mittees, or other N. S. A. -officers, embracing infor­
mation educational for Spiritualists will no longer be 
suppressed for fear of offending subscribers ambi­
tiously unsympathetic with that body’s work.

The N. S. A. will now have a means for adver­
tising Lyceum supplies, its own publications and 
retail Book Departments at 600 Pennsylvania Avenue,
S. E., Washington, D. G., and at 749 Oakwood Boule­
vard, Chicago, which can be made to fill orders from 
widely scattered sections for the Association’s bene­
fit.

The initial step has now been taken looking to­
ward the eventual establishment of an N. S. A. pub­
lishing house.

This paper becomes available at the outset as an 
Intelligence Bureau for Speakers, Mediums, Local 
Societies, State Associations, Mass Meetings, Annual 
Conventions and Camp Meeting Organizations. Each 
one of these classes has an interest in its influence and 
success as a National Clearing House for everything 
connected with the work of organized American Spir­
itualism.

Self-evident conditions are no longer faced with 
indecision, Reluctance has been mastered by náles- 
sity. Wishing gives way to realization. Anticipa­
tion culminates in ripened fruition.

Fulfillment of а lòng-felt and often expressed want 
now invites individual and official co-operation.

Amid hearty cries of "Thank God" and approv­
ing salvos from loyal friends of the N. S. A. the 
National Spiritualist is off^for it« J"!" ’ 
a'ge, unburdened by the subscrip' 
without the slightest taint restt

Number 1

L TILL ALERT
To" The National Spiritualist, All Hail and 

Godspeed:
May your -white pinions bo ae the "Wings of the 

Morning’’ to those needing and seeking Spiritual 
Light!

May they bear you unto the homes of those who 
need comfort because of the absence of loved'-ones 
through miscalled-death, -bringing them knowledge of 
the Life Beyond! * * - * •

May they waft you. to those who are in, fellow­
ship with the Truths you bring, the Fraternal Spirit 
that is yours, and the united efforts of both worlds 
in the cause that you represent!

May you bring enlightenment to those who need 
to know concerning the work that has been done, is 
still going forward, and is to be done in the great 
Spiritual Movement!

May you be the united voice of those affiliated 
societies-.-and people that form the National Spirit­
ualist Association, cementing more closely the bond of 
ufiion, and strengthening the hands of those chosen 
to .bear forward its work!

You will be sustained by those grand workers who 
have passed to the Higher Life—that life where 
the movement, Spiritualism, had its birth and by 
those on earth who appreciate and sympathize with 
that movement.

May you bear the’"Tidings of Great Joy" unto, 
all the people of earth. You are needed! Godspeed!

Cora L. V. Biehmond ■■
• (and Ser Spirit Helpers).

3

Despise not the Beginnings—A single acorn rein­
forced by others of its kind may become the progeni­
tor of a mighty forest. One spark may kindle a 
conflagration that consumes the heart of a Chelsea, 
a Baltimore, or a Chicago. Breeze-fanned flames 
often -burst all barriers'and reach an unexpected 
accomplishment.

An undertaking once started and impelled' by 
favorable conditions leads on to surprising results. 
It was a Frederieh Schiller who wrote:

"What you can do, or dream you can, begin it!
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it; 
Begin and-then the mind grows heated;
Begin, and then the work will be completed.’’
The National Spiritualist in its initial issue is 

but a dim ideal of what it is to become. Organiza­
tion of its, several departments has not been yet per­
fected. Complete and harmonious adjustment of all 
of its workings will soon follow.

Frequency of issue and increase 
pages will come as warranted by 
bestowed upon it. The convenient

in number of its 
the appreciation 

form, the quality 
of papor on which it is printed, the clearness of the 
type used, pits clean face and excellent mechanical 
makeup aro testimonials to modern typographical art 
and suggestive of still other improvements to come. 

An infant is a prophecy of the man or woman 
bo.to

SONG
Oil, how long the months are 

When snow is on the ground,
Everywhere the footprint

Of desolation found.
Brooks are frozen, birds aro gone, 

Not a ripht o*  grass; +
Not one little friendly leaf'*''

Whispering as we pass. •
Oh for April, oh for Beat

Piping vernal song;
Oh to see a crocus

Winter’s all t>

r-

Pass Them J’
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE N. S. A. 
I During the last several years the question has 
often been asked me both in my own State and also 
when attending National Conventions in other States, 
“WHY DOES NOT THE NATIONAL SPIRIT­
UALIST ASSOCIATION PUBLISH A BEPRESEN- 

,r TATiVE SPIRITUALIST PAPER; IS THERE NOT 
tf-BOOM AND NEED FOR SUCH A PAPER?”'

I have heard many different opinions expressed 
in regard to it, but the conclusion in all instances 
has been that there is both room and need for a 
well recognized Spiritualist paper to which wo may 
turn for the most advanced thoughts upon the Philos­
ophy of Spiritualism, and to which we may refer 
investigators as representatively expressing Spiritual 
Truths as accepted by Spiritualists as individuals 
and as an organization.

• • • •

Of all the lines of religious thought that are 
being considered today, whether they be of the cen­
turies old orthodox beliefs or the more recent new 
thought and liberal movements, there is none that is 
being more carefully considered than is that of Spir­
itualism. It would be impossible to mention any 
religious movement among whose adherents one would 
fail to find investigators of and believers in the 
phenomena of Spiritualism.

These are earnestly seeking for a knowledge of 
what Spiritualism teaches and for an authoritative 
statement of the philosophies whieh are generally 
accepted by the members of the organized body of 
Spiritualists. « « • *

The demand for Spiritualist Literature is grow­
ing on all sides. We hear from camps and can­
tonments that “OUR BOYS’’ are well supplied with 
orthodox literature but that Spiritualist Literature 
is extremely scarce. So it seems that there can be 
no mistake in making the statement that a4" REPRE­
SENTATIVE SPIRITUALIST PAPER” is needed 
at the present time.

In my estimation one of the main essentials of a 
Spiritualist paper in order to be representative would 
be that it should carry as a part of its Name and 
Title the one word “SPIRITUALIST.”' Whether 
such a paper has ever been published in America or 
not I dp not know, but I have never seen one; and 

- I believe that this fact partly explains why we are 
so often asked, “DO YOU HAVE ANY SPIRITUAL­
IST PAPERS OR SPIRITUALIST LITERATURE ? ’ ’

I am of the opinion that if all of the genuinely 
Spiritualistic papers that have been published in the 
past years had . borne as a part of their title the 
world “SPIRITUALIST” there would have been 
fewer failures and many more successes. They could 
have been easily identified and would have been 
eagerly sought and bought.

The word “SPIRITUALISM” would not have 
been taboo in so many places as it is today, and the 
“SPIRITUALIST" paper would be found on the 
desks and in the homes of business and thinking men. 
' We cannot be two things at one time. It is not 

possible to be both Spiritualist and Theosophist, or 
Spiritualist and Scientist at one and the same time; 
neither is it possible to teach the philosophies of two 
religious lines of thought in the same paper at one 
time:

• If we are. Spiritualists at heart we must state our 
position and teach our philosophies dearly and 
unequivocally. We must “HEW TO THE LINE, 
LET THE CHIPS FALL WHERE THEY MAY."

•' • • •

In this way only can we establish an individuality 
for ourselves and for our cause that will command 
the attention and respect of thinking men. So I wel­
come -the thought that there is to be sent out into 
the world the new paper The National Spiritualist.

It will pioneer its way into the minds and ’hearts 
Name and Banner of the cause
\ for it the guidance of Wise 

'■ from the unseen, and the 
't of every Spiritualist in 
\ and careful considera- 

. and women who are 
\and dearer inter- 
\ the newer light 

wt dnv.

In connection with this thought -I will add this: 
If every Spiritualist Society used as a part of the 
name or title of their'organization the words “SPIR­
ITUALIST CHURCH," the causo of Spiritualism 
would be far better known and understood than it is 
at the present time.

This fact was brought homo to me in the fol­
lowing manner:

For twenty years • I was a member of the Spir­
itualist Society in St. Paul, Minn., known us the 
“ST. PAUL SPIRITUAL ALLIANCE,” and dur­
ing all of those twenty years our society sent out 
each month for eight months in- the year one thou­
sand beautifully arranged leaflets under the name 
of the “ST. PAUL SPIRITUAL ALLIANCE” 
announcing all Sunday and midweek services and 
meetings. In addition to this the notices of our 
meetings on Sundays appeared in the Sunday church 
notices of our daily papers each week.

Two years ago our Society changed its name to 
“FIRST SPIRITUALIST CHURCH ÒF ST. 
PAUL,” and when our first announcements went out 
under our name, friends whom’I had known for years 
said to'me: “I DID NOT KNOW THAT THERE 
WAS A SPIRITUALIST ORGANIZATION IN ST. 
PAUL.”

“Spiritual” does not spell “Spiritualist” and 
does not. convey to the average mind all ' that we 
intend or should intend, to convey.

I am pleased to wish The National Spiritualist 
Godspeed in its journey iorth into the world and 
trust that the Banner of the GREAT CAUSE whose 
name it bears will be raised still higher in the 
“MINDS OF MEN AND ANGELS” because of its 
■being with us.

Most earnestly and sincerely,
Jos. P. Whitwell.

THE SECRETARY OF THE N. S. A.
As Secretary of the N. S. A. I am intensely inter­

ested in the publication of an official paper for the 
better usefulness of- the National body for propa­
ganda effort in the cause of Spiritualism.

The N. S. A. is constantly called upon for litera­
ture that gives definite information about the National 
cause; and for á more complete representation of 
organized Spiritualism. There is an ever-growing public 
desire to know what Spiritualists are accomplishing.

The National Association has too long failed to 
give the public an opportunity to gain information 
about the efforts of our organizations throughout the 
Nation; and to be informed of the strength and 
zeal manifested by the auxiliary local and state 
associations. '

The specific intents, efforts and accomplishments 
of the National Association are seldom presented so 
that even the Spiritualists are informed.

To get together and be united in efforts that 
concern all is a great necessity. To have monthly 
or weekly news of the many publie enterprises of the 
Spiritualists will bring to them grateful and zealous 
interest in sueh accomplishments; for whatever con­
cerns the organized cause is of superior benefit to all 
and will draw them into greater activity.

Lethargy is a terrible detriment to any body of 
people who have an intellectual, moral -and spiritual 
uplift to serve by their endeavors.

With a view to serve the better interests of each 
auxiliary, speaker,- pastor, medium, local or state 
official and individual Spiritualist, the N. S. A. Board 
is,actuated by the determined effort for the publica­
tion of a paper at regular periods that will enablo 
each and all to bo in elose communion.

After long deliberations about the growing need 
of an official Organ that will periodically roach the 
Spiritualists at large, Tire National Spiritualist 
is at last to pay its visits.

Will it be welcomed ? Who can doubt that it will 
bring joy and’counsel to the halls and homes cf the 
Spiritualists? We arc all optimists.

Surely all will Wish the paper and its manage­
ment Godspeed. Witi the strong supporting bodies 

’•*  the N. S. A. there can be no doubt 
d/geuerous assistance in all ways 

thousands of allied -members 
’■piritualists.

Officially I am all aglow with anticipation of great 
results from Тле National Spiritualist, both the 
paper now being sent forth under that name and 

jjach poison entitled to bear the same cognomen,
I have faith in the Spiritualists; and their faith 

is asked for the best service of their official paper.
George W. Kales, Secretary.

THE TREASURER OF THE N. S. A.
For a number of years there has been a growing 

demand for a publication that will specifically pro- I 
mulgate the interests of the National Spiritualist,/ I 
Organization.

That sueh a paper or publication will soon te I 
realized has been the dream of ar vast number of ц, fl 
most loyal adherents to the universal cause of Spi,. В 
itualism throughout the United States.

The advent of the initial number will, I am sure I 
be greeted with a hearty appreciation whieh *p  В 
augur success from the start. We elaim to be fl 
progressive people and this movement to establh В 
an organ by and for the. N. S. A. is a sun- signВ 
progress. God speed the enterprise!

I shall begin with twenty copies of the first is# В 
and make an effort to secure permanent subscriber ■ 
The probabilities are that in a short while you si. В 
be disposed to increase the size of the journal or i*.B  
it more frequently.

I regard it the duty of every Spiritualists’ orga В 
ization to promote the interests of the National Spii И 
itualists’ Organization and its auxiliaries.

The time win surely come, in my judgment, wha В 
the courts will recognize only the original Nations! fl 
Association and reject all others not affiliated wig ■ 
the supreme body, whieh is the National Spiritualists В 
Association organized in 1893.

Yours for success,
C. L. Stevens. I

THE MARYLAND TRUSTEE OF THE 
N. S. A.

Greetings to our National Organ!
It has been the opinion of many of us for sot- 

time that there was a great need for such an iso 
No organization can gò before the public in a sab 
factory manner when it is dependent upon the gene- 
osity and opinion of an individual ’organ.

We realize that the publishing of papers is. ши 
like entering on the sea of matrimony—very unc-J 
tain.- Yet as the great majority of homes are sat: 
factory and successful, so we believe this vents 
will be.

It lies in the jiands of the people that claim t 
be unqualified supporters of our N. S. A. to wl 
prove themselves what they balk.

* * * •

Our N. S. A. has many plans apd ideas as« 
as a good book supply that we have been unable t 
get before the public in general.

The time is now here when wo need a sheet Ü*  
represents the organization in its fundamental test1 
ings, free from all the “fad” ideas of the age. ® 
“new ora” calls for Simon-pure Spiritualism.

The brain of the world is on fire in thought. ® 
heart is aching with pain. May The Nation 
Spiritualist be a messenger to the world to help !1 
all of this!

Let all workers who are desirous of placing * 
causo on a -better basis before the world now put t^ 
shoulders to the wheel and push as nover before!

May tho blessings of the Angol World abide *** 
the management of The National Spiritualist * 
its usefulness grow to unbounded limits,

. Now, every loyal one, got busy!
Elúabcth Harlov G** 1’’’

THE NEW ENGLAND TRUSTE® 
White Dove for the National Spirit0^ 
Organized Spiritualism in America has long ®l\fe 
organ of its own. Great as has been thos . 
the cause by tho privately conducted pubhc®

- A. . ___ b_______К .,.«.1-

A

an
to
and many of them have done suporb work i® 
ing the torch of truth to those languishing *®  
darkness, the necessity of having а Р®РеГ, eCtio» 
owned, published and controlled, under the ‘1 
of the 'National Association—backed by 
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ent those actually charged with the responsibility 
ef directing this movement.

If the cause as a whole is to express itself in any­
thing; like the freedom and fullness demanded by thg_ 
eupreme needs of the times, it shotlid have as a 
medium of such expression t. publication truly repre- 
eenative of American Spiritualism.

■ A large and constantly and rapidly growing body 
Д? American Spiritualists are demanding just such a 
paper as the N. S. A. has the opportunity now to 
Apply.

They are asking that the great fundamental truths 
•of our philosophy and religion be set forth in a dig- 
nified and scholarly way, in a paper devoid of insane 
advertisements, free from simpering mush and per­
sonal laudation, and untrammelled by the caprice, 
prejudices or hobbies of private editors.

They are asking for plain, straight Spiritualism, 
Unmixed with the vagaries of Theosophy, not con­
tused with every a priori cult from Bosierucianism 
to numerology, and free from the drivel of decaying 
orthodoxy. They are asking, too, for the best opinion 
on-the problems of Spiritualism—for the “consensus 
of the competent”—for what the real leaders in 

/American Spiritualism are saying and doing.
I t;- The field is ample and the demand is great. I am 
■releasing a white dove, after the manner of the 
Bomans in their worship or Venus, for the success" of 
The National Spiritualist. At. A. Barwise.

THE WASHINGTON (D. C.) TRUSTEE 
-At this day and hour, when the spirit of peace 
is spreading its broad mantle of justice; when the 
noise and din of battle is ceasing and all mankind 
is ■ searching more earnestly than ever before concern­
ing the hereafter, and earnestly, anxiously hungering. 
for a word from the myriads of souls that have been 

^suddenly blotted out in the carnage of war; when 
the new year is bursting in all its glory upon us, 
like the dawn of a perfect morning, and reconstrue-’ 
tion is forcing its demands everywhere, it is appro­

priate, timely and fitting that The- National 
Spiritualist should be given birth. *

5With all ardor I welcome this paper into our ranks 
of journalism and feel confident it will meet with 

JSigeneral hearty welcome. Bor so many years I can 
hardly recall, the delegates at the national conven­
tions have urged the issuance of such a publication 
and I amt sure it will be hailed as a sign of progress, 
of growth and of advancement, covering the .great 
field of Spiritualism, spreading the light of truth to 
all mankind of the immortality and eternal- progres­
sion of the soul.
№ May this paper increase in 'size, -usefulness and 
good deeds as the years go by; be steadfast and with 
unsullied honor stand unflinchingly for the almighty 
force and importance of truth; be just and impartial 
in its dealings and bear aloft the banner of Spirit­
ualism in such a way as shall attract to its folds 
myriads of those who are seeking for light on the 
great subject of the hereafter.

Z. C. Z. Evans.

TRUSTEE AND LEGAL COUNSELLOR 
OF THE N. S. A.

К.’Spiritualists are a diversified lot of people as to 
speculative beliefs and opinions, and it would be a 
hard task to classify them in these respects in -any- 
thing like a scientific way. Their old ideas still cling 
to many of them, on the one hand, -while on the 
other the radical and iconoclastic tendencies of others 
are carried with them into the new “religion, science 
or philosophy. ” There is, however, “one touch of 
nature” that makes Spiritualists all akin—the belief, 
or knowledge, -rather, that spirits under proper con- 
pitions. return and communicate with their friends and 
loved ones of earth.

E Beside this great basic fact, however, there is a 
^Declaration of' Principles, which has been adopted 

by the representative body of organized Spiritual- 
ism, the National Spiritualist Association, not as a 
hard and fast binding creed setting boundaries of 
the orthodox and heterodox, but as an announcement 
to the world of some of the marks by which a Spir- 
itualist may be distinguished from other religious 
denominations and cults, and as a rallying point for 

Sthe propaganda. ,
For everyone knows that knows anything about 

the subject that Spiritualistic phenomena transpire, 
or occur, wherever they “listeth” and to whomever 
they listefh. ofttimes seemingly guided, by a power

transcending human agency and for purposes beyond 
our earthly vision. _

Spiritualism has its occult or subjectivo eido, and 
its formal or organic side; its soul and body. With­
out the body the soul could not express itself. The 
soul is the idealistic, the ethical, the religious, the 
scientific, the philosophic Being of Spiritualism. The 
body is the means, methods and framework through 
which this resplendent Being manifests itself in visi­
ble form so that men may seo and sense it us one of 
the great institutions of culture and progress ordained 
by the powers in whose hands lies the destiny of our 
race. • • « •

It is fitting, then, that organized Spiritualism, 
manifesting through its chief representative body, the 
National Spiritualist Association, should have a 
mouthpiece, a medium of thought exchange, as it were, 
for its membership, which shall not only facilitate its 
business operations, but which shall afford an outlet 
for the progressive thought, the science, the religion, 
the philosophy' and poetry which bud and blossom 
in the mind and soul of man as he comes en rapport 
with the supreme, the universal and the spiritual.

All hail The National Spiritualist! Long may 
its banners wave, tremulous and aglow with the 
silvery sheen of that wondrous “light that never was 
on land nor sea.” A. M. Griffen.

THE CALIFORNIA TRUSTEE
Nothing can give me more, pleasure than bidding 

Godspeed to the initial number of The National 
Spiritualist.

May your message of Truth enter the home of 
every Spiritualist—furthering the cause of Spiritual­
ism, the fruits of whieh will be felt in all time to 
come. D. A. Herrick,

Trustee N. S. A.

CHIPS FROM OUR SECRETARY’S 
WORKSHOP

Mrs. Anna L. Gillespie, 85 Upton Avenue, Battle 
Creek, Mich., is the National Superintendent of Ly­
ceums. Consult her about Lyceum affairs and for 
advice.

Lyceum supplies are very limited. The N. S. A. 
carries reward cards, membership cards and attend­
ance cards.

Lyceum Lessons are not being published, because 
the expense is considerable and the Lyceums do not 
subscribe for them, except in a few instances. Co­
operation is -necessary to procure lessons, and writers 
of lessons are needed.

The British Manual could not be procured dur­
ing the war, but we hope to soon have a supply.

The Davis Manual is not being published at 
present. The publisher should get a move on him­
self and issue this important book for Lyceums.

The Tuttle Lyceum Guide is the only Manual at 
present obtainable.

The Spiritualist Manual supply is all gone and no 
copies can be obtained until a new and revised Man­
ual is issued, perhaps not until next year. It is now 
being revised by a committee.

NOTICES
Approved Speakers and Mediums in active mem­

bership and good. standing with any local or state 
auxiliary of the N. S. A., who are now, or may be 
soon, open to engagements on other fields, are invited 
to use the columns of The National Spiritualist, 
without charge, to make such announcements.

Local and- state auxiliaries of the N. S. A. may 
utilise one inch of space in our columns at forty 
cents per month in which to advertise their name, 
meeting place, services (Sunday and week day), pas­
tor, medium, president and secrotary.

No such card'will be accepted for a shorter period 
than five months. Societies and Churches can thus 
draw to themselves the attention of passing workers 
and visiting Spiritualists. In this manner a valuable 
directory can be established of great interest to Amer­
ican Spiritualists.

NOTICE
Prophecies for the year 1919 were made in a lecture 

by Mrs. Z. B. Kates under influence of spirit Aaron, 
in Washington, D. C., Sunddu, January 5th. The 
annual prophecies of this spinbSave been remarkably 
accurate for several years. WerWill publish the lec­
ture in next issue.____________

“THE NATIONAL PAMPHLET”
.Owing to the short time that has elapsed since 

delegates traveled from all parts of the United States 
to St. Louis to attend a National Convention whieh 
was never held, and the consequent lack of oppor­
tunity to make any public announcement of the con­
structive work accomplished by the Board on that 
occasion, very little that was planned has been 
understood or oven heard of.

Among other things that have thus been in a 
. measure lost sight of is the fact that the National 
Board while in St. Louis adopted a' propaganda 
pamphlet, whieh by many is considered a real work 
of art.

The pamphlet consists of sixteen pages, seven of 
whieh are devoted to both Patriotic Airs and to 
Spiritualist Hymns. Seven other pages give a very 
complete outline of the fundamental principles of 
Spiritualism.

The pages are arranged under the following heads: 
“DEFINITIONS,”. “DECLARATION OF PRIN­
CIPLES,” “OBJECTS,” “WHAT SPIRITUAL­
ISM IS AND DOES,” “SPIRITUALIST LOY­
ALTY PLEDGE,” “MAN,” “SPIRITUALISM A 
SCIENCE, A PHILOSOPHY, AND A RELIGION.” 

The pamphlet is a splendid brief, clear statement 
or outline of the teachings and principles. It should 
be in the hands of every Spiritualist and by them 
should be distributed among all who are in any way 
interested along lines of liberal religious thought.

The pamphlets are entitled and dedicated to

‘ ‘ Our Boys Over There and Their Mothers 
Over Here”

Each one is placed in an envelope ready for mail­
ing, and may be sent unsealed-to any part of the 
world with a postage of one cent.

These are recommended by the N. S. A. to State 
Associations for distribution to those whose names 
appear on their mailing list and can be used to great 
advantage as enclosures for announcements of mass 
meetings, also of annual conventions. Many local 
Societies are already using them for distribution at 
their Sunday and midweek meetings. They are espe­
cially useful in Lyceums.

Many copies have already been sent by individual 
Spiritualists to boys in the army, both at home 'and 
abroad, and to convalescents in hospitals, and a 
splendid work could be done if members of our 
churches in every city would each send out from five 
to ten copies.

Individual copies of the pamphlet, are sent out by 
the N. S. A. free of charge to any person whose name 
and address is sent in with a request for one. As a 
help in defraying the expense of publishing and mail­
ing, the pamphlets are furnished in bundles of one 
hundred for a price of $2.00 per hundred, postpaid. 
Bundles of fifty for $1.25, and in bundles of twenty- 
five for 75 cents.

A splendid work is being done by some of our 
mediums-who are purchasing the pamphlet in lots of 
one and two hundred and giving one to each person 

. coming to them for a reading, but this is one'of the 
• forms of good work that should not be left altogether 
to the worker or medium, but one in which EVERY 
TRUE SPIRITUALIST can take an active and help­
ful part. The pamphlets are being printed at the 
present time in St. Paul, Minn., and all requests for 
them should bo sent, to Jos. P. 'Whitwell, 17 East 
Third Street, St. Paul, Minn.

A NEW ARISTOCRACY OF SERVICE
“It is an ora which means that the aristrocracy 

of the futuro will not be one of wealth or of birth, 
but of tho man who does something for his fellow-men 
and his country. It will be a truer life of democracy^ 
than in the past. There will be no sharp distinctions 
between rich and poor. I don’t want to be regarded 
as a Socialist, for I want to keep what is justly mine 
as long as possible. I mean that the merely rich man 
will have no credit hi the community if he is Of no 
use to the world. The true aristocrat will be tho man 
of integrity, having in his heart the love of his fellows, 
possessing a sturdy character. Such a man will have 
his place on the pedestal of aristocracy. May this 
social era go on and bring us greater happiness, and 
when fully attained it will give us a life worth 
living.” . « :♦ Charles M. Schwab.
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
Adopted by the National Spiritualists’ 

Association, U. S. A.
1. We believe in Infinite Intelligence.
3. We bqlieve that the. phenomena of nature, both 

physical and spiritual, are the expression of Infinite 
Intelligence.

3. We affirm that a correct understanding of such 
expression and living in accordance therewith, con­
stitute "true religion.”

4. We affirm that the existence and personal iden­
tity of the individual continue after the change called 
death.

5. We affirm that communication with the so- 
called dead is a fact, scientifically proven by the phe­
nomena of Spiritualism.

6. We believe that the highest morality is con­
tained in the Gojden Rule. "Whatsoever ye would 
that others should do unto you, do ye also unto them. ’ ’

7. We affirm the moral responsibility of the 
individual, and that he makes liis own happiness or 
unhappiness as he obeys or disobeys Nature’s psychic 
laws.

8. We affirm that the doorway to reformation is 
never closed against any human soul here or hereafter.

DEFINITIONS
Adopted by the National Spiritualists’ 

Association October 9, 1914 
Spiritualist is one who believes, as a part 
her religion, in the communication between 
the spirit world by means of mediumship,

. 1. A
of his or
pus and
and who endeavors to mould his or her character and 

' conduct in accordance with the highest teachings
derived from such communion.

2. A medium is one whose organism is sensitive
to vibrations from the spirit world, and through

• whose instrumentality intelligences in that world are __ _ .. .... . . _ ..
able to convey messages and produce the phenomena leading strings of Alporstitions created at tho child­
ox Spiritualism.

AN IDEAL EDITOR 
One Thing He Did

Fortunate to a supremo dogroo is every man or 
woman who knows tho satisfying contentment that 
can only сото from finding early in life tho exact 
work for which ho or sho is boat adapted. It was 
Thomas Carlyle’who said: "Blessed is tho man that 
has found his work.”

Many timos tho vital discovery is not made until 
the productive years of tho individual’s life are 
almost over and tho sunset of earthly oxistenco is 
close at hand. Thon, too ofton, is folt tho full bitter­
ness of Whittier’s “It Might Have Been,” just as 
forcefully applicable in other fields of human experi­
ence as in tho historic one that chiefly concerned sen­
timent of the heart. Pathetic indeed is the 'belated 
realization of personal mistakes in choosing one’s life 
work and many human derelicts therefrom are con­
stantly adrift upon the sea of time.

John R. Francis was most happily adapted to his
- chosen literary field and the business problems 

necessarily associated therewith. Among the strongly 
marked traits of his character were an intuitive fore­
sight as to future initiatives, concentration of per­
sonal powers upon the matter in hand, unfaltering 
clearly defined purpose in plans, tireless perseverance 
in their attainment and an individual modesty, which 
in so far aS possible concealed his personality behind 
the fruitage of his hands and 'brain.

More than once we heard him privately relate the 
guidance he received when overshadowed by his own 
Psychic influences. More than one of his successes 
in an almost uniformly triumphant newspaper man­
agement was due to those inspirations given in his 
day or night time visions.

He knew no other limitation in his efforts save 
those of physical needs and the boundary set by 
nature beyond which mental exertion cannot be 
goaded. He was usually at his office unless called 
down town by business, or to Mudlavia, Indiana, to 
renew his bodily health. To his office and home came 
people from different sections who desired to meet 
him, for he did not roam the country to impress his 
personality upon them.

It never occurred to him that ownership and 
editorship of the publication he founded furnished 
a carte blanche passport to a seat among the invited 
talent at Spiritualist services everywhere.

. His circulation was not made to depend upon a 
personal display of himself 'before public audienees.

. Indeed in one instance he donated twenty-five dollars 
towards expenses of an Illinois S. S. A. Convention 
rather than appear on its Handel Hall platform 
as a participant therein. He always chose the part 
of listener on the audience floor. He never solicited 
invitations for his public appearance; never sought to 
create himself dictator of everything in American 
Spiritualism, and did- not wax fat on fawning adula­
tions bestowed by any one willing to constantly 
veneer him with inordinate praise.

Hated by all who feared him, admired by many 
who recognized his dauntless courage, followed by 
all who appreciated his great ability and absoluto 
devotion to a better and higher Spiritualism, tho 'boys will soon return to us. 
lapse of time has only served to emphasize his loss 
to our Cause on tho earth piano.

Let us- apply to his memory Walter Scott’s words: 
"The oho whoso thoughts and exertions aro for others 
rather than for himself deserves tho name of Man.”

SIGNIFICANCE OF A NAME
“A name is a kind of face whoroby a person (or 

a publication) is known,”
•Tlie old maxim ran, " Names are things—they 

certainly are influences—impressions are left and influ­
ences aro shaped by them.”

Can you recall another publication of established 
repute in the United.State*  that flics from its mast­
head the word Spiritualist or Spiritualism?’'

Ц'лЫБТ employs no eamou- 
ri-tor or its purposes. Noth- 
tho vocabularies of the mys- 

be lexicons of pompous philos- 
physical or mental, at its

The National bpi 
flage ns to either its <■’ 
ing was borrowed from 
tically occult, nor from 
ophies, he the latter 
christening.

Its name at sight j 
gators of the trend, о 
signals to strangers loo timid to break away from tho 

isurea adherents and investi- 
its contents and promptly

tho ваше time all classes of Thinkers aro c0Ur. 
asked through» its columns to ‘‘Stop, Look, 
and thon to go away to remember, to reason^ 
tigato, and often to aeecpt, because its teachu*  
instead of being fables of faith are founded-*  
demonstrated and redemonstratable facts.

Wo gazo at the sculptor's finished form of r ' 
with admiration for the skill that has so perfoa H 
reproduced the human body Divine. Some forget ft I 
what they then look upon is just that which legeM». I 
records of the ereativo period show man to kj- i. 
been when a body was fashioned for him out of a i 
dust of the ground.

Up to that point the artistic work of the Dh- В 
and human artists is equal in accomplish meat. g~ В 
note the next step by omnipotence towards a p»r<, В 
tion that' the earthly sculptor can simulate no farfv, В 
The motionless body became ■ only a newly complete В 
house without a tenant, a residence without a sign I 
life within.

The breath of life is inbreathed into the waitá, ■ 
body and man becomes a living soul for the Supnae В 
Designer, Himself a Spirit, fashioned his creature h В 
His ’own likeness.

Man himself is not the flesh and blood in хЬй fl 
he dwells as a transient oecupant. The distincthe I 
name -bestowed upon him is but the superscripts I 
upon his bodily envelope to aid in his identificafin I 
among his fellows. Only spirit can censor tie I 
contents. • • * *

Man is afspirit here and now and will continue I 
so to be as long as his Creator remains a spirit I 
Father and child may change the form through «кН ■ 
they manifest; but they will persist as entities и I 
succeeding planes.

Truly it is the spirit that giveth life—that is life | 
Death is only a reversal of the order of creation: I 
the spirit withdraws, the body becomes once more i j? 
thing .inanimate and dissolves under Nature’s Magic 1 
into dust. The occupant has not perished in th 
destruction of his outer tabernacle. The body with- 1 
out the spirit is dead, but the latter lives on.

As iron sharpeneth iron so spirit answereth b 
spirit, no matter what the hindering conditions my 
be, until the moment comes when both shall no longe ’ 
see each- other through clouded lenses. No mortal mu s 
hath power over his spirit to retain it, for he is only 
a student in quest of an education during his earthly I 
pilgrimage and when he has completed training here. 1 
the real person, or that which perceives,, reasons, a 
understands, wills, remembers,' loves, and aspires, a 
enters a classroom of the next higher grade in nnothei 1 
step towards perfection of character.

GREETINGS TO AUXILIARY BODIES
Tho Officers and Directors of the California State | 

Spiritualist Association extend to you our Holiday I 
GREETINGS, and wish at this time to draw all dos 
together in the spirit of love and good-will.

We wish to count our blessings and rejoice ow - 
them. We rejoice that tho war is ended. W» rejoice 
that tho victory is ours. - We rojoico that our soldier 

While in physical forms 
many of our soldier heroes wo shall sec no mow, w 
rojoico to know they still live, and aro closer io 
spirit than ever boforo. Wo rojoico that Spiritualism 
is true. The world noods its message today for hearts 
aro breaking in grief and loneliness.

Be bravo and teach tho truth as revealed to you 
Lot us not forgot tho message conveyed by Mbs Иски 
Koller, who is deaf, dumb and blind, to a friend whose 
wife had ‘ ‘ gone homo. ” “ Try to reach through grief 
and fool the pressure of her hand as I reached through 
darkness and fool the smiles on my friends lips, anl 
tho light in thoir oyes though mine aro closed.”

Many of us aro spiritually blind. We must Im® 
through spiritual development and consciousness to 
do what sho has learned to do in her state of physics*  
blindness and inability to hear and speak. It is ow 
privilege as ministers, healers and boliovprs in th*  
wondrous truth of Spiritualism to help lonely ones to 
become conscious that thoir loved ones are near, anil 
in spirit can commune with them.

Now is tho time for Spiritualists to give to the 
world the best they have; and tho best will сото ba» 
to bless mankind.

Let nothing daunt or discourage you. Justice 
right will prevail. Lot us ask oursolvcs—“What is 
tho loving thing to do?” thou do it. May the couiH 
year bo filled with prosperity and. harmony,
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IrbiTgfe ãr>d Field
San Jose, Cal.

• We arrived here when the influenza epidemic was 
«on;- which has made the opening of our meetings 
below par; a few Sunday meetings and now all aro

- dosed again.
We trust that ere the new year we can resumo 

our meetings and carry out plans for our Watch 
meeting—although it is quite uncertain.
.< The interest in Spiritualism is apparent, and it 
only needs a few active members to keep a society 
interesting. I expect to start a Lyceum the first 
Sunday in January and hope to revive interest in 
this way to instruct our children in Spiritualism and 
not send them to.learn the things the parents have 
outgrown or declare falsehood altogether.

This is a beautiful city and a beautiful Temple 
and all we ask for the good of Spiritualism is activity 
as a duty each member owes the society.
IH More anon. The Herricks.

A Model for Young People—Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
ше tireless toiler for Truth, writes:
.’“Your excellent letter reached me yesterday, find­
ing my lamp trimmed and burning and standing on 
the front line.

And yet, let me amuse you for a minute or two. 
Last Sunday I went to hear Mr. Blight, a broad­

-minded, liberal Unitarian. In the afternoon at half- 
past two, I delivered an address upon Spiritualism, 
in the Spiritualist church of Mr. and Mrs. Sayers, 
and in the evening I went to hear that brilliant 
Methodist preacher, the Bev. Dr. Locke. His usher 

^seated me by- his pulpit, and when I took my seat 
by him he gave me his warm hand and said, ‘ Glad 
to see you, my boy.’
, “His audience numbered fully three thousand. 

As I was leaving the church a lady stepped up to 
me and said, 'Why, Doctor, how is this, this after­
noon I heard you give a hrimmingHaeture on Spirit­
ualism, and. here you are in that great Methodist 
church conversing with the preacher.’’ Then, laugh­
ingly, she said, ‘Are you 'becoming a Methodist, or 
is the Bev. Locke becoming a Spiritualist?’

; “ A week ago last Sunday I gave an address in the 
Buddhist Temple, and Mr. Watson said, ‘Doctor, I 
believe yon have been in the east so mueh that you- 

.aresbecoming a Buddhist.’ Dear me, Dr. Warne, when 
will the people become -broad and free and liberal as 
the sun that shines? If a man’s belief satisfies him, 
he may stick to ft or not. I do not care.’’

TFashington, D. C.—Secretary Kates writes: 
Gratitude Day was observed by all Societies that were 

■able to hold meetings on Sunday, November 17, with 
very commendable contributions for the Mediums’ 
-Belief Fund.
•S, Meetings prevented by the epidemic of influenza 
can at a later date take contributions for both that, 
hr .other, special funds of the N. S. A. Where there 
is a will a way can be found.
S'■ There are four chartered auxiliaries in this city, 
^s. follows:
..First Spiritualist Church, served by Alfred H. 
Terry as speaker and medium.
КUnity Spiritualist Church, with George W. and 
Mrs. Zaida B. Kates as speakers and mediums.
® Both of the above meet in nice halls and have 
large attendance.
к Mrs. A. L. Houston, an excellent medium, is at 
Kb bead of a very successful society of colored people.

. The fourth charter is to a society holding pri- 
vate materializing circles for which work Mrs. Emmor 
is the medium. ■
Ç Beíroíí, JMtch.—“Patience and time do more than 
strength and .passion.’’ On December 11, 1918, the 
long pending case against Mrs. Laura L. Crawford 
|vas: dismissed because no one appeared to prose­
cute it.
•i' Clyde Garnsey, president of the Michigan State 
Association, and Sam T. Penna, a past president of 
that body, were present in the court room for the 
expected trial to lend a hand in the defense as needed. 
■ After suffering the humiliation of appearance in 
the local municipal court with the attendant press 
notoriety, and living through anxious days and weeks, 
Mrs. Crawford is relieved and can continue, in so far 

as this fiasco is concerned, to do her faithful and 
helpful work for humanity with her old-time earnest­
ness. Wo congratulato both herself and the faithful 
friends who havo stood by her without faltering. »

San Francisco, Calif.-—YThen. tho- ease of Mrs. 
Wallace, the medium, was being heard in tho local 
court, John S. Maxwell of Texas happened in at tho 
trial and gave important aid, as his long experience 
qualified him to do.

After the victory at tho end, a Catholic lawyer 
-said: "I understand your movement as I never' 
looked at it before, and I am surprised at what you 
people are and are doing.”

Texas Field—Mrs. Boundtree is doing good work 
in the local society at San Antonio.

Mrs. Grace Lowrey has rented a hall and opened 
a meeting in Houston as a rallying center for the 
Spiritualists of that bustling city and their sym­
pathizers.

A recent meeting at Taylor shows that the solid 
Spiritualists of that town and vicinity- are alive to the 
needs of their cause.

Steps are under way to submit to the next session 
of the Legislature an amendment to the present Lone 
Star statute declaring mediums to be vagabonds.

A visiting Spiritualist reports finding a town 
where our people are carried away by whatever 
amuses them and when that is over and gone they, Bip 
Van Winkle like, settle down for another nap of indefi­
nite duration. Alas, so many snorers on the road!

Texas is a state of magnificent distances. The 
railroad fare "alone is a eostly item. A missionary 
itinerary there must be carefully planned to economize 
in time and money.

Perhaps a system of Circuit Biders after .the man­
ner of the early Methodists, is needed there, in which 
speaker and medium shall follow each other and 
emphasize both philosophy and phenomena.

Pittsburgh, Pa.—!Sunday, December 22, 1918, was 
a day of lowering and leaking clouds. Before sun­
set, although the orb of day had sulkily remained 
abed, as if determined not to rise, the rainfall ceased. 
Damp pavements,, unlike icy ones or glass covered 
hills, did not prevent out-of-door travel.

A large congregation assembled for the evening 
services at the Bouquet Street Church. In it -were 
many of the Old Guard of loeal Spiritualism and 
noticeably frequent were faces seen at Lily Dale 
Assembly every summer season.
- Thomas Evans was at the organ and his fingers 
and voice insured a melody, Thythm and concerted 
blending that gave impressive effect to all congrega­
tional hymns.

Miss Marjorie Easton, skilfully rendered an old 
favorite as a vocal solo, while Misj. Bessie McCracken, 
so often heard at this center, sang two numbers with 
a fitness that testified to both training and inspira­
tion of a magnetic quality. The address of the even­
ing was by the president of the N. S'. A,

After the influenza embargo this, body formally 
renewed its public ministrations in the first days of 
December under tho lendership of President C. L. 
Stevens and an alert official board. The announce­
ments bulletined weekday evening activities by the 
society’s helpful Ladies’ Aid and a special Watch 
Night program to impress upon Father Timo that 
1919 would have a most cordial welcome because of 
a promised improvement*  over 1918 in dealing with 
earth’s children. No regular pastor is now serving 
this church. -

Wheeling, W. Fu.—Sunday, December 29, 1018, 
marked the renewal of public activities at the First 
Spiritualist Temple of Wheeling, Only eight moot­
ings had been held since July because of tho influenza 
epidemic, supplemented by a serious siege of pneu­
monia suffered by the pastor, Bov, G. W. Way.

On the forenoon of the abovo date tho Lyceum 
was again opened with an attendance of thirty-nino 
members.

In the evening a largo congregation gathered in 
the beautiful auditorium. A choir of six ladies with 
an additional one at the instrument led in the music 
òf the gathering.

Tho address of the evening was given by the presi­
dent of tho N. S. A., following which tho pastor 
made an appeal for forty dollars to be used for the 
church’s incidental needs. Bcsponses were so gladly 
and generally made that sixty-two dollars were soon 
gathered in cash. Thon tho speaker of tho evening, 
as a postscript, made presentation to tho pastor of 
an onvclopo containing thirty-two dollars handed 
Brother Brubaugh as members and friends entered the 
Templo for a Now Year’s greeting to their minister.

Brother Way then undertook for the first time 
since his illness tho giving of public messages. Their 
number, accuracy and matter wore certainly surpris­
ing and commanded attention of strangers and Spirit­
ualists alike. His own people were hungry for his 
old-time ministrations and his passing through the 
narrows of suffering seems to have doubly endeared 
him to them.

Wheeling newspapers now charge every religious 
body of the-city fifty cents a week for publishing 
notices of their Sunday services. That fee seems 
very reasonable, as they are io be limited to a sim­
ilarity of space and an equality in prominence. Loeal 
orthodox ministers had practiced imposition upon those 
publications by mistaking them for their personal 
billboards and seeking to use them as do venders of 
stomach tablets of kidney pills, but without compen­
sation therefor.

Leaving Wheeling on a 6 a. m. train Monday we 
were shown to a Baltimore & Ohio eoaeh solely lighted 
by an ordinary lantern placed midway in a parcel 
rack. Our morning newspaper was rendered useless, 
while people entering at way stations had to grope 
around, to be certain they did not sit down on earlier 
passengers. -

When the conductor was asked if he thought the 
eoaeh lantern would burn until arrival at the Pitts­
burgh terminal he answered in the affirmative. It 
spluttered out at half the distance as daylight came 
through the windows. The well-lighted smoker just 
ahead told of a full gas tank that the coach did not 
have.

We sometimes wonder whether Uncle Sam is a 
practical railroad operator. If so,- can he not pro­
vide each passenger in the last part of the night or 
the first part of day- with either a lightning bug or 
a pocket flashlight? --------- .

Boston, Mass.—Sunday, January 5, was not only 
the first one of that name for 1919, but also highly 
noticeable because of its being the first sunshiny day 
after having been preceded unbrokenly by thirty-five 
days of cloudiness and sometimes storm. Evidently 
the weather clerk decided to break the spell and pay 
special honor to the name sponsor for the day, and 
so dispensed an invigorating winter atmosphere with 
a thin blanket of snow upon the ground, while wel­
come sunshine 'brightened everywhere its rays could 
penetrate. A New England winter day is always 
bracing and healthful.

Unity Church, still worshiping in commodious 
Jordan Hall of tho New England Conservatory of 
Music, under the continued pastorate of Bev. F. A. 
Wiggins, has balanced its business books at the end 
of twelve months and finds 1918 to havo been the 
most prosperous period in its material affairs since 
1915.

Tho services at this center are an uplift for Spirit­
ualism, bocause of tho worshippers who gather there, 
and tho further fact that the philosophy, phenomena 
and religion aro so presented as to seriously'impress 
tho most casual attendant with respect for the cause 
there upheld.

On tho above date inspiring vocal solos wore ren­
dered morning and ovoning by Miss Donnell, with 
Miss Cynthia Brigham at tho organ. There wore 
hymns by tho congregation and othor fitting prelim­
inary services led by Pastor' Wiggin, and tho Presi­
dent of tho N. S. Д. followed with an address at each 
service.

Tho morning, audience was fair in size, while the 
ovoning one numbered several hundreds of attendants, 
filling tho main floor, with a sprinkling of people in 
tho galleries. Tho message service is a magnet of 
attraction at tho evening’s close, and one roods 
printed notice at tho vestibule’just beyond tile outer 
entrance that no one is admitted, after 8 p. in. No 
door fees aro charged, but a collection is taken, cither 
boforo or after, tho lecture.

Brother Wiggin did impressive work in message 
giving without being blindfolded, and reached stran­
gers principally. If only the sick need physicians, it 
is the unconvinced who havo real need of messages.
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Welcome Words from Minnesota
May We Hear Each Issue from This Correspondent. 
Dear Mr. Editor:

I feel very proud this morning because our Stalo 
President has told me that I might write a letter 
to The National Spiritualist for publication from 
the State of Minnesota.

I hardly know what to say to you in this first 
letter, but I hope I shall be able to do well, because 
if I do I may be allowed to write another letter for 
the next number of your paper. I am very proud of 
the name of your paper, because I have been a 
“SPIRITUALIST” for quite a good many years; I 
do not wish to say how many because-then you might 
be able to guess at my age, and the time might come 
when I should not wish my friends to know that, 
because then they would be just as wise as I am, 
and I think I should have some little secrets all my 
own. Don’t you ?

In this letter I am going to tell you a little about 
our societies in Minneapolis and St. Paul, and in my 
next letter I shall try to tell more about each of 
them, also about the societies in Winona and in 
Duluth and Wheaton and Bemidji, if only the presi­
dent or secretary or some member of each society will 
write me a short letter and tell me what they are 
doing.

In Minneapolis we have three societies or churches 
holding regular Sunday meetings, also midweek 
meetings.

The First Spiritualist Church of Minneapolis has 
a very beautiful building of their own at 616 East 
Fifteenth street which they bought several years ago 
and which they are working very hard to pay for. I 
hope they will soon have money enough to pay off 
all the debt. I know the mediums are working very 
hard to raise the money, because I have been over 
there several times and have seen them working at 
the church fairs and also at their midweek message 
meetings; and when people work so hard I think 
they deserve to succeed. The pastor of this church 
is Rev. John W. Ring. He gives a lecture in his 
ehureh tWery Sunday evening, and I am sure 'he is 
doing everything that he can possibly do for the 
good of his people and of his church.

Then we have the Central Spiritualist Church. 
Their pastor is Mrs. Mary Taleott. She has been 
pastor of the ehureh quite a good many years. I do 
not know how many, and if I did I do not suppose 
I should tell, because then people might guess some­
thing about her, too, and she might not like it.

She gives a lecture every Sunday evening at their 
halls at 703 Hennepin avenue, and then she helps 
with the mediums of her church and they all work 
together very hard at their midweek socials.

• * » ’ *
Mrs." Paul Beuhler is pastor of the North Side 

Spiritualist Church of Minneapolis, and we are all' 
sorry that she has been sick all summer, because we 
all loved her very much, and hope she will soon be 
well again so that she can come to ehureh once more 
and tell us about the beautiful truths that come from 
the spirit friends,

Mrs. Laura Johnson has been coming’ to ehureli 
and speaking and giving messages with the other 
mediums of the ehureh, and she is well liked by all 
the members, and we think it is very nice that she is 
able to help out during Mrs. Beuhler’s sickness.

U*  is pastor, 
g and some-

because I 
erring, And 
MOTHER 

ry fino and 
every one

The First Spiritualist Church of St. Paul holds 
meetings in the Minnehaha Halls on West 9th Street 
every Sunday evening, and Mrs. Whitwi 
She gives a lecture every Sunday evenln 
times she gives mess ig > awell,

She gives some good 'wt I kn . 
was down to the church last Sunday 

-she ga»e a tenure on “THE ORE'.TJ 
TN THE WORLD.” I thought it »» *

said so.
Our State Association had an ambulim 

bought one ambulance last summer and 
France, and now that the war is 
our ambulance -fund and ot r ’. 
for it, and we are adopting i ;* - 
and we have already adopted thru
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orphans.
names and
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about myself; at least, just now. You don’t blame 
me, do you? I don’t want anybody to laugh at mo.

I am told not do make my lotter too long, but I 
must toll you 'how very sorry wo nil uro that our dear 
Mrs. Petiko is in the hospital suffering from a stroke 
of paralysis, and dour Mrs. Mary Jacobs is in the 
hospital, top. I dox not know just what sho is suf­
fering from, but she has not boon woll since she wont 
down to St. Louis to tho National Convention.

We aro all praying for them and hope they will 
soon be well again. There has been so much sickness 
up here in Minnesota. I hope it will soon all be over 
with and everybody be well again.

And if everybody in Minnesota wants me to tell 
all about what they are doing and saying they must 
send their letter to mo in caro of Mr. J. P. Whitwell, 
at 17 East Third Streot, St. Paul, Minn., and just 
call me MINNE-SO.

“P. S.—Please, Mr. Editor of The National 
Spiritualist, tell me in your paper if my letter is too 
long. Tell mo how much space you can spare for 
MINNE-SO-TA, so that I will not write too many 
words in my next letter. I know you cannot spare a 
whole column for every one of our states, and I want 
to leave a little room in your paper for some other 
writers as well as MINNE-SO.”

• The Editor hopes that the president of each aux­
iliary body of the N. S. A. will pattern after our 
Minnesota official, and see that full and frequent 
reports of the work and workers in his or her juris­
diction are sent us by some competent, well posted 
person.

When a letter is too long, we can, like Proerusteus, 
cut it down to the standard space established, but, on 
the other hand, an absolute miracle will be required 
to stretch nothing out into something.

AN IMPORTANT CASE FOR HEALING 
MEDIUMS

Had the Nazarene lived in human form at the 
present time his mighty works in relieving and cur 
ing the multifarious" physical ills of mankind would 
have been stayed by the medical laws of many states 
of our American Republic. Statutes inspired by 
selfish or machine-made physicians would have penal­
ized his acts of mercy by the impositions of burden 
some fines or actual imprisonment.

When he found himself face to face with intoler­
ance that decreed that what we cannot ourselves do. 
no one else shall be allowed to attempt or accomplish? 
it is easy to imagine that his withering denunciation 
that burned to the very bone and marrow of mental 
perceptions would have-included narrow-minded phy­
sicians in the same classification 'that he accorded to 
self-righteous Pharisees and letter-perfeet Scribes.

A. M. Griffen, trustee and legal adviser of the 
N. S. A., has recently submitted to the Chicago branch 
of the .Appellate Court of Illinois a most carefully 
considered and very comprehensive argument upon'the 
rights of Spiritualist' Healers. Primarily it concerns 
the interpretation of Illinois law excepting from vio­
lations of that state’s medical statutes “those who 
treat the sick or suffering by mental or Spiritual 
means without the use of any drugs or material 
remedy. ’ ’

Really, Brother Griffen’s exhaustive study of tho 
issue involved, and his concise statement of the posi­
tion of Spiritualist? thereon, will give to the deter­
mination of this ease a significance of valuable 
precedent all-over the United States.

In the municipal court of Chicago Martin Krause 
was fined $100 for treating without a license a 
woman detective “by rubbing and by laying on' of 
hands and otherwise manipulating upon tho person 
of that party.”

Attorney Griffen first pointod out to tho Court of 
Appeals that his client was a Spiritual liealor using 
neither drugs, medicines or mitterial remedy, but in­
voked, or called into operation Spiritual forces of 
healing through tho direct intervention of departed 
spirits, angels,-or the Divine Spirit itself, and that 
while not a material method sometimes physical con­
tact, or manual manipulation of tho patient, was 
practiced.

Among some of the clearly stated points by. 
Brother Griffen are tho following: One cannot be 
guilty of an offense when there is no ailment or dis­
ease to be treated, just as a horse must be stolen 
before one cmi bo punished as a horse thief; that 
the statute under which tho action was brought in 
the lower e-uirt dock not require a license fromthose 

employing Mental or Spiritual menus without л К 
or material remedy; that the legislature of Иц ? M 
did not recognize ns a system of healing iliseai/J’ В 
laying on of hands and manipulating the holy Í ■ 
manual pressure, rubbing or kneading, for the I 
made no mention of such acts; that the law-пци, В 
body may not have considered the treatments.^ В 
volved either harmful to the patient or to the pnbH. ■ 
and therefore not a subject for invoking the poju В 
power, of the state.

After arguing legal defeets in the information я В 
which action was based in the Krause cn»e. errors 0( В 
ruling by the trial court magistrate and citing П5. В 
merous legal decisions by courts of Illinois and otU В 
states, Brother Griffen says to the Honorable Сод. В 
“Not only is the individual defendant con-emed j, В 
such determination, but the adherents of a partienla В 
religious faith and belief, Spiritualism, whose од В 
bars áre increasing day by day, as well as. probably Я 
a large majority of citizens of Illinois, are likewfc Я 
deeply interested because‘of the nature of the од ■ 
tions involved and the interests to be affected." I

The National Spiritualist, with the consent rf Я 
the attorney for the N. S. A., will soon public Я 
Brother Griffen’s entire argument in the Krat» I 
ease. Healers and Spiritualists generally may fa I 
have for study”?and preservation this able present»- I 
tion of our rights as a people.

RECENT TRANSITIONS
The event so long misnamed Death occurs under Я 

laws as natural in operation as are the ones control! I 
ing physical birth.

Instead .of Punishment, it is a Promotion. Con- I 
tinuity of individual existence on planes of limitless 1 
progression is its award to every human soul, in plate Я 
of total annihilation, indefinite periods of men- fl 
sciousness, the torturing flames of endless despair, or ■ 
a resurrection made blissful by the sufferings of I 
others.

The doorway to reformation is never closed against fi 
any human soul, here or hereafter.

Kates—William E. E. Kates, aged 77, passed away 3 
at his home in Palatka, Florida, December 13th. He a 
was the eldest brother of National Secretary Kato. 1 
and had been for many years an active worker for I 
Spiritualism in Dayton, Ohio, and Tampa, Florida g

G. W. K. I
Greene—The mother of Miss Lucy A. Greene, for­

merly in charge of the Marian Skidmore Library at 
Lily Dale, N. Y., passed from earthly life at Growl 
Rapids, Mich., on the morning of December 9, 1918. 
Mrs. Greene had long been in delicate health, and 
was dependent upon her daughter’s solicitous minis- 
trations for comforting care.

Humphrey—George Lewellyn Humphrey passed 
from mortal life in the early morning hours of De 
cember 28, 1918, at the home of Mrs. A. B. Caldwel 
on Wheeling Street, Washington, Pa.

He was born on. February S, 1854, at Rawnni. 
Ohio, the youngest of three sons' of John and Martin 
Humphrey. When a yoqng lad Akron, Ohio, became 
tho family home. In early manhood he chose instru 
mental -music as his life work and organized and 
conducted the Great’Western Band of Akron, whose
services were, for years in demand far and near.

Lator he became leader of tho orchestra of the 
Herald Square Theater in Now York City. While i“ 
that responsible position and at the same time sof 
plying the orchestras of three other standard theaten 
of that metropolis, Colonel Daniol Appleton appointed 
liim in 1900 band master of tho famous Seventh Kegi 
mont of tho Now York National Guard. Ho conto’ 
nod in tho last position until two years ago, when 
failing health compelled its relinquishment. During 
tho sixteen years of leadership of that organization5 
popular band he arranged and directed musical P» 
granimos for very important social, educational, niih 
tary, political and international gatherings. In 
dition, for twelve summers he directed the hand and 
orchestra of Lily Dalo Assembly of -GhautauquJ 
County, New York.

In 1900 ho married Mrs. Esther Caldwell Spates, 
and tho family home was in New York City for eight 
years, and then for ten yeaip lator in Mount Vernon 
a suburb of that city.

Ever the dignified and courteous gentleman, st» 
dious by nature and well posted in current events- 
his transition will bo widely mourned. He is survived 
by his brothers, Edward and Arthur Humphrey, of 
AkrMjWhil^n^widOT^w^^^mwjLf^^^jifl^^aJi
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ate husband, and his step-sons, Caldwell and Thomas 
Spates, will miss a counsellor and comrade of their 
earlier years.
5'.' Funeral services, private in nature, were held in 
the Caldwell home at 2:30 p. in., Monday, December 
30, at which two solo numbers were rendered by Mrs 
Caldwell Spates, with Miss Mary Mevay as accom­
panist, and memorial words were spoken by Dr. Geo. 
B- Warne, after which the body’ was laid to rest in 
Washington cemetery.
fc Beautiful floral tributes rested upon and guarded 
tile .casket, among them a noticeable one ordered by 
the permanent residents of Lily- Dale, N. Y.
; Life’s fitful fever ended, he entered upon the 
rewards earned by his manly life on earth, among 
which will be membership in the sublime orchestra of 

{Eternity.
■ Prín^Zc-BaZZard-Pealc—From Minnesota comes tid­
ings of the passing out of three Minnesota Spiritual­
ists during the closing hours of the year 1918. One 
was a lay member of the First Spiritualist Church of 
st.: Paul, one a medium and faithful worker in the 
Firat Spiritualist Church of Minneapolis, and one a 
Раж.'Vice-President of the State Spiritualists’ Asso­

ciation of Minnesota.
Mr. G. M. Pringle, for several years a member of 

the F. S. C. of St. Paul, Minn., passed quietly out 
from this physical plane of life on Sunday, December 
29th, at 12:10 in the afternoon, aged 64. Funeral 
services were conducted by Mrs. J. P. Whitwell, pas­
tor of the church, on Thursday afternoon at the 
Woodman Hall, where all church services are held.

Dr. H. E. Ballard passed on into the Higher Life 
after a year of great suffering on Tuesday morning, 
the last day of the old year at 2:40 a. m., aged 74 
years. Dr. Ballard was for many years a member of 
tile First Spiritualist Church of Minneapolis and for 
several years was President of the church. It was 
during his administration that the members, bought 
Йе 'very beautiful and commodious building which 
they now own and use as their Church and Temple. 
Dr. Ballard also served, and served faithfully, for three 
years as Vice-President on the State Board and at the 
time of his passing out was Honorary Member of the 

..Board, to which position he had been elected at the 
‘last State Convention, when, because of his weakened 
physical condition, he felt compelled to decline to 
Accept any active position on the Board. Funeral 
;services were conducted at the First Spiritualist 
Church of Minneapolis by Bev. John W. Bing, pastor, 
at 2 o’clock Friday afternoon.

■ . Mrs. Emma Peake passed into the Higher Life at 
5:20 Tuesday morning, December 31st, less than three 
hours after the passing out of former Vice-President 
Dr- Ballard. Mrs. Peake'has been a loyal and active 
Spiritualist as far back as the minds of most of the 
Spiritualist workers takeJhem in the activities of the 
Spiritualist movement in Minnesota. Twenty years 
ago Mrs. Peake held Associate Ministers Papers under 
the State Association and was theh an active worker 
ill what was then known as the “BAND OF 
PEACE,” but whieh later developed into the “FIRST 
SPIRITUALIST CHURCH OF MINNEAPOLIS,” 
of which she still remained an active and faithful 
worker at the time of her passing out.

The mention of the name “THE BAND OF 
PEACE” takes us back in thought reverently to the 
days when those older workers were working with us 
as members of that society for the welfare of and 
the Hove of the Cause whose beauties they so well 

.understood and so well exemplified. Among them 
Were MRS. LEPPER, MBS. C. TRYON, MBS. 
LOWELL, and many others, and we doubt not that 
they, in company with Mr. Peake, whom Mrs. Peake 
was always looking forward with hope and love .to 
Meet, were at the open door to greet and welcome her, 
and a few hours later to wish her, in company with 
the other new arrivals into the New and Higher Life, 
“A HAPPY AND JOYOUS NEW YEAR,”

overcome with a second stroke and passed into tho | 
Spirit World on Tuesday, December 31st, nt the ago 
of 56 years. The funeral services were held at tho 
Earl Undertaking Parlors oil Friday, J nnuary 3d, and 
were conducted by Bov. John W. Bing, pastor of tho 
First Spiritualist Church,'Mr. Whitwell, President of j 
tho State Spiritualists’ Association, participating in I 
the services and representing tho state Association.

Correspondent.
Mrs. Laura D’Unger bid farewell to mortal lifo I 

December 30th, 1918. She had been a great sufferer I 
for three long years, but never a murmur, or complaint. 
There was always a sweet smile to greet her hosts of I 
friends, as they would call.

Mrs. D ’Unger was a very unusual woman. Coming I 
from one of the old and staid families, of Maryland I 
not only proved that she had good blood in her veins I 
but that she had as well unusual intellect and devei- I 
oped it to its best.

Though born a-Bomanist, -she .became a staunch I 
Spiritualist iiuearly life and has been one of its most I 
intelligent defenders, for she not only accepted it, I 
but lived it. So^that in her family she was loved | 
and respected though they felt she had gone astray re-1 
ligiously, some of the noted people of this city belong-1 
ing to her family.

She had been a great traveler and knew much of I 
• the world, having lived in Mexico and Chile.

She was personally acquainted with Madero, who 
was a Spiritualist, and she often said, he was really 
the only educated President Mexico has had.

She leaves two daughters, two sons, and grand­
children, besides a host of friends who will indeed 
miss her physical presence and wise counsel. 

' She lived with ’ her daughter Mrs. 
Lawranee, who was devoted to her mother, 
Mr. Lawrance. Through all the weary years 
but' love and tenderness was hers from these 
children.

The last act of love was performed on New Year’s 
day at the home of Mr. Lawranee, the body resting 
in a perfect bed of flowers. Services were private, 
after whieh the body was taken to Chicago for burial, 
there to rest beside those of husband and children 
who had preceded her.

The undersigned officiated, and my personal tribute 
is: A great woman has gone on. Earth will be a 
bit more lonesome, but Heaven a bit more rich and 
joyous because of this.

It is such women as she that makes life rich and 
fair. With loving memories and keen anticipations 
of meeting in the future, I say: God-speed the dear 
one. Elizabeth Hablow Goetz,

Baltimore, Md.
Vogeley—Mrs. Sally Elizabeth wife of E. W. Voge­

ley, passed from the physical form at the family resi­
dence in Wilkinsburg (a suburb of Pittsburgh) dn 
Tuesday, January 7, 1919, in her 60th year. She 
a daughter of Captain and Mrs. Henry Pillow 
born at Prospect, Butler County, Pa.

Her sunny disposition, ' sympathetic nature
tolerant quality of mind won for hej enduring respect 
from all who met her,-while she was sincerely beloved 
by those who knew her intimately. She will be widely 
mourned “as wife, mother, sister, neighbor and the 
friend of humanity.

Her coming with her family as a yearly visitor to 
Lily Dale Assembly was a pleasant event at that 
teeming center where her and their stay was always 
too short.

Many sympathetic thoughts will go out to the 
band, son, daughter, Mrs. Caroline Tunstall and 
band, and to tho sisters, Mrs. V. Q. Hickman 
Mrs. A, H. Sarver.

“Say not that death should be dreaded, 
’Tie but the beginning of life.”
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land after removing her wraps went upstairs to rest, 
but had only just reached the top of the stairs when 
she was overcome by a stroke of paralysis.
ЦShe was removed to the hospital and for a time

23d of December was

-Spirit friends. From the church she returned home
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LYCEUM DEPARTMENT
Conducted, by

Mrs. Annie L. Gillespie 
National Superintendent of Lyceums 

85 Upton Avenue Battle Creek, Mich.

To AU Lyceums, Greetings!
Once more we enter' a year fraught with vital 

interests for the men and wom.çn of the world.
The year just past has been Ailed .with the tear­

ing away and destruction of evils. But now Recon­
struction is the battle cry, and as yet wo can but 
feebly realize what this means. We read.’-of re­
building new bodies from mangled, disfigured ones; 
of the wonder surgery is sending mutilated, scarred 
faces back home reconstructed and well again.

Our souls are full of gratitude to the wonder­
workers who can do these things and are enabled to 
operate so successfully. God bless them all, wo say.

And as this is • the age of^rebuilding bodies, so. 
is it the great time to apply the knowledge of these 
times to reconstruction of maimed souls, disfigured by 
prejudice, scarred by fear, shocked by -the shells of 
false ereeds, which have broken so close to aur 
shrinking, souls with their doctrines of Vicarious 
Atonement and fear of God, and' the grave, from 
which we could see no escape, so that we have looked 
on death as a monster which, in spite of all our 
efforts, would at last defeat us.

Is it not time that we who know better should 
pass the good word along to the ones who are to -take 
up our burdens when they shall fall from our hands.

« « « «
But why wait till the demon of fear has crushed 

out hope and dimmed our joy. We say of the past 
war, We have won .peace and victory for our children 
as well as for the present and future generations.

We have another victory to win for the children: 
the victory of Seasonable Truths ovfer Orthodox 
Theory, and to do this before their minds are warped.

It is their Divine right to know of the future Life; 
to be taught of a real loving, growing, unfolding life, 
not of one ending at the grave. We are many times 
sending them Week after week, while their minds are 
so plastic to receive instruction and a grounding for 
all future, knowledge, by learning What we older

- ire trying to forget.
x Л’г them the money to help support what

Wr • untrue instead of teaching them salvation
/-character, and the value of personal service. The 
eatest way to serve the Spirit of All Good is to 
ve our fellbw man. This should be the great foun- 
ion principle for alL

The churches know the value of working to get 
the children, henee the attention paid to Sunday 
schools, where today every device to keep 'the interest 
of the young people is carefully thought out and 
acted upon, the best teachers employed; and the 
social part of the childrens’ work never neglected.- 
They know the church of the future depends on the 
children it has taught. The consequence is, there 
is a large percentage of young, enthusiastic workers 
with fresh unwearied spirits, alert to build up those 
organizations. Not one thinking Spiritualist but 
knows the truth of this, yet look at our Lyceums. 
They are sadly neglected. It is almost impossible to 
obtain teachers fitted to do this work well. There 
are few books and no papers. Nothing but the glow­
ing, living Truth could survive such neglect. But our 
Lyceums have this Truth and they refuse to die 
because it is Life itself, so they struggle on.

But how we need the help of those who know; 
our speakers and mediums, our workers everywhere. 
No matter how small a society is, it should have a 
Lyceum. Do not say you do not know howl Tell the 
story of your/Faith, your knowledge; begin giving 
it and the work will take care of the rest, if your heart 
is in it.

Use the same methods you would use in any 
school, varying to suit the particular locality where 
you live; teach the value of honest mediumship, the 
ugliness of all that is untrue.

Help them to^be self-reliant; teach them the dig­
nity of a religion which can be and is proven; tell 
them how it came to a weary world to bless earth’s 
j.>r/o»yisig one», and finally that to. Ьс в Spiritualise^ 

is something to bo proiid of, that if lived up to they 
may never be 'ashamed to bo counted as one.

Will you help us to reconstruct? Will you make 
good for those who are to follow?

Afy appeal is to you who ENOW.
Anna L. Gillespie.

LESSON
blotto—Those who travel Heavenward nover Walk 

alone.
Song—Selected. Invocation:

Holy, ministers of light, hidden from our mortal sight, 
But whoso prosenco can impart peace and comfort to 

tho heart; т
When’wo weep or when we pray, when We falter by 

tho way
Or our hearts grow faint with fear, < let us feel your 

presence near.

SALUTE TO FLAG 
By Mrs. Allyn

Hail star-spangled banner, sign of the free;
Our hearts and our- hands pledge allegiance to thee. 
We salute thee, and echo from shore unto shore 
One country united, one flag evermore.

What is our body? The .house in which we live.
What happens when we die? We move out of the 

old house into a new one.
Why do we mourn when we see our friends make 

this change? Because we see only the house in 
which they live, and when that is gone we must, wait 
some time before we see -the new one, and we feel 
the loneliness of their seeming absence.

But if we develop our spiritual sight we may often 
see them, and if we also cultivate our spiritual hear­
ing talk with them.
_ What is this seeing called? "Clairvoyance or elear 

sight. -
What is the hearing called? Clairvoyance or clear 

hearing.
Tell your scholars of the first manifestations of 

modern Spiritualism, the story of the Fox children.
Song—Selected. Unison words:
May we so live that all the world is better for our 

living; and may we keep our house clean and free 
from hate, ugly thoughts, envy or gossip! May the 
gardens of our souls be full of the flowers of love.

A. L. G.

INTENDED FOR THE ST. LOUIS 
CONVENTION

Report of Mrs. Anna L. Gillespie, National 
Superintendent of Lyceums, 1917-1918
Once more the busy hands of time have moved on 

the dial of months and brought about the' annual 
meeting toward whieh all Spiritualists look forward 
with—glad anticipation. We fully realize the great 
struggle of today whieh is putting its mark of ear­
nestness upon all thinking men' and women, leaving 
sears whieh will be a tribute to our worthiness when 
the history of the conflict is read in after years.

True, the many calls upon our time and financial 
aid have prevented the carrying out of many dreams 
and cherished plans, yet the great Lyceum movement 
is going steadily -but slowly forward. While there 
are several Lyceums that have not officially reported 
their enrollment, we know they are living and doing 

,a splendid.work, and that we have not lost butgainod 
pupils during the year.

* *
I bad hoped to visit personally several of tho 

State Conventions whore Lyceum work was pro­
grammed as a special feature, but increase in rail­
road fare and. general expenses for traveling made the 
plan impractical. I did, however, visit tho Illinois 
citato Convention, and was much encouraged and de­
lighted with tho situation found there. Adults and 
children worked together to make the session a suc­
cess, and one could but fool it was time and money 
well employed in calling tho attention of tho Spirit­
ualists of tho State to this most important branch of 
their work. • * • •

Also attended the Michigan Stato Convention, held 
in Detroit, where they had, likewise, devoted a portion 
of the time to a Lyceum session, the details of whieh 
were carried out without a flaw, and^aroused great 
interest and enthusiasm. Surely these opportunities 
should not be neglected, and there is no better way 
to put this most important feature of propaganda 
in its strongest light before our people.

January « и ____ _—----------------- ■
The State Lyceum Superintendents have in ■ 

every case been most helpful in sending 
•They, too, have their difficulties, for the арац - ■ 
some of the societies regarding the work Я 
children is appalling. Seemingly, they forgel I 
when the Older ones lay down the pennant the yOa, I 
ones must carry it forward. ' Givz these same yo^ | 
people training so that they may do this in the 1 
manner possible. 4 4 J

Many letters received through the year bear a 
same story: “We could have a good Lyeeam ц 
but can get no teachers; tho older people will 
help us and take no interest.”

The trouble seems to be, we have many , 
meeting and convention Spiritualists who at all oth, 
times pay little or no attention to the real isjoe,^ 
needs of the cause. While coming to convent^, * 
they are enthusiastic and earnest when in attey. 
anee, but soon after other duties crowd in on fig, 
time, and among the first things sent to the scrip 
heap of oblivion is the Lyceum work.

I have written two hundred and thirty-six letteri 
and cards during the year, many of which have re­
ceived courteous attention, and we have been able tj 
work together, though miles apart.

I would recommend that the State Lyceum work- 
ers endeavor to get in toueh with each other, so maj 
may be learned from the failures and successes otken 
have made. An application to the N. 8. A. Secre­
tary would give a list of State Officers. This, if 
worked out, might bring a more uniform system of 
class and social work.

The demand for new lessons has not been gres. 
not over half a dozen Lyceums needing them, and to 
these have been sent lesson leaves and lists of prow: 
books for ’ such lessons. Some inquiries have bea 
received as to why the National had not ordered 
new lessons printed ;• can only say owing to the in­
creased price of labor and paper it would seem bes 
to fórego any work of this kind at present.

* ' * *
My most sincere thanks are due our President, Dr. 

George Warne, our Secretary, Mr. George Kates, for 
kindly information and advice whieh has often been 
needed; and I wish also to add heartfelt thanks to 
Mrs. Cadwallader for her unfailing kindness in keep­
ing the columns of the Progressive Thinker ever opa 
for the Lyeeum; it has been a wonderful help anl 
cannot be over-estimated.

Two donations have been received during th 
year, whieh were most welcome and for whieh we we 
very grateful, one being two dollars from the Ger­
man Spiritualist Society, Paterson, New Jersey, and 
the other, one dollar from Mrs. Kate Springer, Roy­
ersford, Pennsylvania.

Through the twilight mists of disappointment tie 
stars of hope have ever shown throughout the year, 
and to me the outlook was never better. My earnest 
prayer is that my successor may find the same hearty 
co-operation from all workers in the field, and that 
my very failures may urge them to greater efforts 
which will result in a success that shall be lasting.

Yours for the Lyceum,
ANNA L. GILLESPIE, 

National Superintendent of Lyceums.

RELIGION AND THE YOUNG
* ‘ We have a suggestion of the approaching task of 

training the young religiously. First, there will 3P' 
pear the necessity of inculcating religion, not as 
morely a means of salvation, but in response to a 
great fundamental human neod. Second, there will bo 
a growing indifference with what church or what creed 
tho young individual becomes^ affiliated,^ One 
choose his church much as he now is expected to select 
his vocation, in answer to the call from within and 
tho convenience from without. Third, there will arise 
the necessity of bridging over from the old to the 
new, of teaching the young genoration to forget the 
intolerance whieh has been a long standing habit of 
their elders.

‘’Finally, not a person’s badge of church member*  
ship, or profession of faith, but the genuineness of his 
daily life—this is what we are to point out to our 
children as evidence of ♦ religion.1

WnxuM Д. M.-Kkevk
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