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THE MAGIC OF HAITI

B/ H. F. PREVOST BATTERSBY

TT is a humiliating reflection that much of the psychological enlightenment
-L which to-day we are seeking has been in the possession of primitive and,

by our standards, uncivilised people for more than a thousand years.

Of late it has occurred to not a few students of the psyche that there might
be something worth learning from the religious medley in the black man’s
mind, and various interesting studies have been made of his beliefs in West
and Central Africa and in Haiti.

Haiti offers an exceptional, but also a highly complicated field, by the
variety which it presents, owing to
the compiling of its elements during
three hundred years.

It is, after a troubled and savage
history, the one country in the world
wholly administered by a Negro
government, and it is also singular
in being a State with twin religions,
Catholic and Voodoo, the one being
curiously impregnated by the other ;
the latent mysticism of the Catholic
being interwoven with the mystery
of magic in the black man’s soul
a blend resulting, amongst other
things, in the weird decoration of
Voodoo altars.

These in their variety, serving the
hundred and more secret societies in
Haiti, are a consequence of the mixed
material of which the State has been
made.

In West Africa, a hundred years
before King Alfred took to cooking, there were imposing cities, now buried
in the sand, which challenged Egypt’s architectural glories.

For 700 years, the Songhai Empire was a noted centre of culture, students
coining from the Continent’s distant coasts to the University of Sankore.
So far that Empire stretched under Askia the Great, in the 15th century,
that six months travel was needed to cross it from Lake Tsad to the Atlantic.

It was from Egypt, apparently, that the Songhais had come, and from
Egypt came too their psychic understanding ; though Askia was a Negro,
and, it seems, an adherent of Islam. His people, though black, had nothing
in common with the West Coast type, having a European profile, with a straight
nose and long thin lips, a variant still to be found in Central Africa.

It was while the Songhai Empire was at its height that the making of Haiti
began, slaves being taken there from the coast and from its hinterland, an
importation which continued for three hundred years, from 1506 to 1804
and the fact that these cargoes of human flesh were filched from tribes which had
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intermarried with Arabs, Berbers, Egyptians, Judeo-
Svrians and others, and that there were several varieties
even on the coast itself, accounts for the admixture in
Haiti_ Congolese, Ardras, Dahomeans, Senagalese and
others—and for the difference and yet alikeness in their
forms of worship. . . .

Indeed, so varied even in speech was the imported
human material, that a language, Creole, with its
queer phraseology in use to-day, had to be invented to
supply a medium for conversation ; this quite apart
from the so-called language used by high initiates when

P°Wiatdunsuspected depths may lurk in the Negro

mmind was revealed by a discussion William Seabrook
had with Nago-Ba, a witch-doctor with the Forest people
of the Ivory Coast. . i(

“ As we talked late that night,” he tells us, and
allain for a whole morning, there began to emerge a
system of metaphysics as idealistic and perhaps as
pure, but also just as complicated, as anything ever
formulated by Plato and the Greeks, or by the Christian
saints and mystic theologians. For Nago-Ba, strange
as it may sound, with his wooden idols, iron grigris
and devil-masks, believed that the material world
was nothing, and that the only ultimate reality was a
spiritual reality.” . .

He tells us, moreover, that Nago-Ba was, m his cosmic
conceptions, as far ahead of our scientists oj twenty
years ago, as their successors are to-day , and since
it was from the Ivory Coast and its hinterland that
Haiti derived many of its ancestors, there may be some
relics of Nago-Ba’s wisdom behind its animistic beliefs
and ceremonies, which drape ~eir drum-driven vertigo
in the gorgeous vestments and vestigia of the Catholic

ChTwo writers, Miss Mabel Steedman and Miss Zora

Hurston, have been studying Haiti. Miss Steedman is a
skilled and practised observer ; Miss Hurston is a poet,
and Haiti has possessed her; and each offers us some-
thing about Voodoo from her own point of view ; but
it has to be, even in Miss Hurston’s case, the view of an
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outsider ; that is inevitable, since the man wh .
betray its secrets knows full well the penalti Weul(i
would have to be paid. which

VOODOO GODS

The Voodoo Pantheon is as simple as it is Pr f
A supreme God, too far off to be moved by m
clamour, who, we learn, “ went with his Woman inf!
bedroom together to begin creation/ 0a

Beneath this high heaven and, apparently, a good
long way from it, are the lesser gods, mystéres, or o]
in endless “ families ” which seem to be always growing
to fit local requirements—Ogouns, Erzulies, Cimbies
Legbas and the like—the good, each with its oppOsit;,
evil number, according as they belong to the good
Rada or the evil Petro or Congo variety ; “ ge-rouge”
added to the name, signifying a dark origin.

These loa are as affable and as exacting as were
the divinities of Greece. For instance, should Erzulie,
the Voodoo Venus, fall in love with you, she claims
implacably all your devotion ; and, Miss Hurston tells
us, “ hundreds of wives have been forced to step aside
entirely by her demands.” A room is set apart, a
spotless bed prepared for her ; with magical and lovely
ceremonies she becomes your bride ; and, spread upon
a couch, three Ave Marias, three Credos and the
Confiteor three times are said over you. Should you
slight her, and prefer a mortal’s love, endless mis-
fortune and an early death would be your lot, and the
fate of the maiden you have preferred to her. As her
spouse, you are, as long as she wills it, vowed to chastity,
and never after can you wed another.

Yes these spirits are very real to the Haitian, and
it is this capacity for materialising the immaterial which
accounts for much that happens to him, and for his
working of super-telepathic feats.

In his constitution it would seem that the sub-
conscious is unduly developed, or, at least )
secured from external influence, which leaves him
perilously exposed to hypnotic direction, m ee ,
is a master at hypnotising himself.

This also seems to account for proclivities & ?
of astral projection, and sensitivity to P .
indeed it is at possession that most”of A™nlanation
is aimed, which is adduced, by some, asth +P
of its abnormal performances. Vn(,iish-

The Baptist missionary at Cap Haitien an
man, told Miss Steedman that he once sa ho.
(the performing priestess) pour a barrel of

self and ignite it. “ She became a hailr

torch, but when the flames died down not .Qn he

of her head was burned ; ” and on anoth ] food

watched a Mamaloi stirring a cauldron ot

with her bare arm. is the
At a Voodoo ceremony the mam . com-

establishment by one of the celebrants 0 character

munication with the loa, and, so marked t0 the

of the possession, that there is never any

personality of the god. ceremonial

It is also believed that in these Jrenz manifestation

dances, where each person is expecting a a group'
of the god or goddess, the group-mind crear Qwn>
elemental which develops an individdan 3 of the
and ceases to be dependant on the em
crowd that gave it birth. at the
The American specialist in brain disor gteedman
Haitian lunatic asylum described to ijving reoni
how once, when talking to a man in a SSESSEC
behind a store, the man suddenly beca  peaking
and extremely violent, tearing his clothes fcnowiy
up the furniture. Morphia had no e*“ect’ Jone,
the man would die unless something  ntiyarrived
doctor sent for the local Mamaloi, who pres
carrying a brazier of white-hot charcoal. __ *ic !

The demented man went up to the ra. )
the Mamaloi had set without a word
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and thrust both his hands up to the wrists in the fire.
A voice not his own issued from his mouth, crying

All right, all right, I am satisfied, | am leaving.”
The hands of the man were not burned, and he was
sane again.

Cases of possession are such a commonplace in Haiti
that they excite no alarm ; and, when the spirit leaves,
no mental trace remains of its insane excesses.

Many Haitians, when possessed, speak African, a
language they have never heard, and a Mamaloi, when
entranced, is expected to prophesy. The accuracy
of many striking forecasts has been reported.

That cannibalism has been practised on the island
is not disputed, it is even asserted that it has not been
entirely stamped out from the orgiastic excesses of
certain sects.

Blood sacrifices there arc, of course ; but they cannot
be said to differ at all from those imposed by Moses
on the lIsraelites. Horror is often expressed at the
sacrificral ceremonies of primitive people, but, as may
be lead in the Book of Numbers, the very same rffes
were prescribed as essential to divine worship. Hence
we must conclude that either Israel's law-giver was
wrong, or that there is a necessity for these outpourings
of blood which we do not understand. Of one thing
there can be no question : religion to the Voodooistic
peasant is a part of himself, and his sacrifices and his
ritual is an expression of his deepest sentiments and
emotion.

We should regard his psychic disturbances not as a
pathetic absurdity, but as a revelation of what lies in
the innermost being of us all.

ZOMBIES

The most intriguing and disputed exhibition of Voodoo
magic is the Zombie.

William Seabrook, who had an exceptional insight
into Voodoo worship, describes the Zombies he had
seen as “ corpses walking in the sunlight,” and it is a
matter of general belief that Zombies are the dead that
have been dug up from their graves, and resuscitated,
minus their souls, by magic spells.

A Papaloi in Northern Haiti told Miss Steedman :
“ There are two kinds of dead, dead of the Bocor and
dead of God. The dead of the Bocor are capable of
resuscitation, but the dead of God cannot be resus-
citated.”

Miss Hurston not only saw and touched a Zombie,
but photographed one ; and she was told that a Zombie
might be made in order to furnish cheap labour, or as
an act of revenge, or as a sacrifice to pay off a debt
to a spirit for benefits received. She had described to
her the complicated ceremony by which a Zombie is
made ; the Bocor sucking out the victim’s soul, and by
means of it later, held under the corpse’s nose, sum-
moning him from the tomb.

The Bocor is a black magician and is sometimes
indistinguishable from the houngan—the reputable
priest ; sometimes the two co-operate.

Miss Hurston relates several stories of Zombies which
may be regarded as official; one, of the beautiful
young daughter of a prominent family, who, five years
after she had been buried, was recognised by a party
of her school-day friends. It was the most notorious
case in all Haiti. Another, the woman Miss Hurston
photographed, had been, nominally, twenty-nine years
in her tomb.

Dr. Ruxl Leon, Director General of the Service
d’Hygiene in Haiti, and the Chief of Staff at the hospital
of Gonaives, were of opinion that the Zombie is awakened
not from the dead, but from the semblance of death
induced by some West African drug, the secret of which
is zealously guarded by those who use it.

The centres of the brain controlling speech and the
will seem to be destroyed ; the victim being only able
to move and act, but cannot formulate thought.

He can be moved by his master from a distance,

as an electrically controlled boat can be moved from
(Continued at foot of next column)
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A STORY WITH A MORAL

MR. CHARLES BARBER, of Troutdale, Oregon,

U.S.A, (one of our many American subscribers)
writes as follows in regard to the failure of Peace
predictions :

1 think the following narrative rather well illustrates
the law's operation in regard to prediction. About
fifteen years ago a strong-minded friend who was seeking
spiritual truth responded to mv invitation and had his
first experience of communication. The result was
another confirmed Spiritualist, with the addition of a
wife and two young men (sons).

In two or three years when a new house was wanted,
but the means to secure it were lacking, the spirit-
world came forward and promised that if they would
proceed with the plans and the foundation the where-
withal would surely arrive. The faith by that time was
strong enough, and the instructions were followed to the
letter, when an unlookcd for contract sufficient to pay
for the house dropped into their hands. And that
was only one of the demonstrations of their ability to
predict.

" Then, on adjoining property, the near-by village
sunk a shaft to obtain their water supply, and in doing
so brought up promising samples of gold ore. This
suggested “ pay dirt ” on the friend’s land. From that
moment the great desire grew and settled into a positive
belief that the spirit-forces could bring it to pass and on
every possible occasion the Controls would be im-
portuned to confirm the idea—and finally did so.

This went on until a definite location was indicated
where digging should begin. Down went the well,
deep enough to prove the location fruitless; and the
next year another Control (who claimed to have been
an expert on earth) led the Medium to the exact spot.
This time a much deeper test drilling was made, but with
no better results. In spite of all this the man is still
demanding his gold mine.

“To add to the difficulties of these well-meaning
spirit forces, the extremely positive nature of the man
and his indiscriminate publicity of what had been
done about the house, coupled with his loud assurance
that the gold would also come, did not leave them free
to carry out their own plans in their own way.”

(Continued from previous column)
the shore ; yet the control does not seem to be hypnotic.
A more complete robot cannot be imagined.

A man, punished by a well-known General, was
heard to mutter : “ | give you nine days.” Nine days
later the General was dead, and a friend, who had
heard the threat, was summoned to bury him.

In spite of his suspicions there was nothing else to be
done. Next day the grave was found to have been
opened, and the body was gone. A few days later, by
a strange chance, he was found being driven to the
mountains, his hands tied behind him. He was rescued,
but, as in all such cases, recovery was impossible.

It would almost seem as if the magician’s claim was
justified, and that the Zombie is a man without a
mind, or, possibly, with a mind no longer functioning
in contact with his body, but used by the Bocor to control
it. That is a very interesting speculation.

There is a species of wasp, which can sting into
paralysis the caterpillar in which it lays an egg, to keep
it alive for the grub’s consumption. The Bocor seems
to be that sort of wasp.

“ Z'affe mouton pas z'affe cabrite,” runs a Creole
proverb. “ The affairs of the sheep are not for the
nanny-goat, ” meaning: *“ The affairs of the blacks
are not for the whites.”

Remembering it might aid our understanding.

Unknown to the World—Haiti, by Mabel Steedman,

F.R.G.S. London. Hurst and Blackett. 1939.
12/6.
Voodoo Gods, by Zora Hurston. London. J. M. Dent

and Sons, Ltd. 1939.
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AFTER-THOUGHTS ON PREDICTION AND FREE-WILL

By J. CECIL MABY. B.Sc.

gOME weeks ago (Light, September 28th) | put

forward three alternative explanations of the recent
prediction failures, two of which have been quoted with
approval by Mr. Abdy Collins and Lady Fry respectively ;
while all three have, | think, figured, in one form or
another, in the comments of other contributors. And
| still feel that one or other of those explanations is
probably the right one, despite one correspondent’s
criticisms.

On the one hand, intense wishful thinking was
unavoidable, the human mind being what it is; and
such a tendency almost certainly lay at the root of the
peace prophecies of those less talented automatists
and would-be Mediums who cannot fairly lay clam to
a true spiritistic guidance from without their own
personalities, and who also lacked genuine prevision
of the future—supposing that ever to be possible outside
of telepathic information or unconscious deduction from
known circumstances.

In the second place, there is the possibility that
cither the soi-disant spirit-communicators and ““guides,”
or else our own minds, had correctly assessed the
general will-to-peace of the world at large, and then
taken a gamble on the probability of Hitler and his
advisers and associates being still sufficiently per-
spicacious and rational not to have risked the ultimate
calamity of war in the face of that almost universal
will and concomitant political and moral pressure.
Yet in that speculation both they and we were mistaken
a greater gambler than all the rest of us. Hitler himself,
had the casting vote, and his insane ambition and
emotional folly finally drove him to the unbelievable :
self-assertion—his personal fate—was too powerful for
him to resist. And thus war, which might have
been avoided up to the very last hour, had reason
and justice prevailed, came to Europe.

The faculty of prevision and prophecy, considered
as a general prerogative of Mediums, Astrologers,
automatists and other “ psychic ” subjects is, therefore,
once more shown to be remarkably fallible, when it is,
so to say, called up to order; though it may, under
conditions of less mental duress, frequently prove itself
spontaneously. ] ) )

The moral of which sad failure is, as | see it personally,
that one should never go purposely seeking such super-
normal information in a predetermined and urgent
frame of mind ; for then one is liable merely to see
the reflection of his own thoughts, whether conscious
or unconscious, mirrored in the mind and com-
munications of the Seer. W hereas, if one simply waits
upon “ the still small voice ” in a perfectly passive
and indeterminate frame of mind, without fear or favour,
then, and then only, perhaps, the truth will occasionally
and spontaneously’ be divulged to him or her of a pure
heart and a single purpose in some dream, vision or
automatic message.

That is where so many séance-room devotees of the
addicted and insatiable sort, as well as the materialistic
and hx-percritical type of psychic researcher, meet their
Waterloo. And that is why I, for one, have in the past
frequently insisted upon the special value of spontaneous,
unsought phenomena. They are, as a rule, veridical :
and the mere fact that they cannot be readily produced
to order, but, for the ax erage individual, may be almost
sole experiences of the kind in a whole life-time, seems
to show that there is some very special and, one may
not unwarrantably assume, spiritual grace appertaining
to them. That is why, except under rather unusual,
sympathetic and graceful circumstances (as in, say, a
trusting and affectionate home-circle) the so-called
extra-sensory faculties cannot well be made the subject
of laboratory experiment. And | think that there is
reason to suppose that the relatively simple type of
emotional transmissions—the * psycho-radiant reflexes ”
of Cazzamalli—which simulate simple forms of telepathy.

probably form a separate problem of short-wave wireless
telegraphy, causing reflex reactions in a dowsing-ivjh'
subject at short range: so that true telepathy, clair-
voyance and spiritistic phenomena are not here involved.
Such physical phenomena may, therefore, moie suitably
be made the subject of laboratory experiment.

In Light for October 12th a correspondent, (). L.
Holland, very justly points to certain philosophical
implications of my previous article (Loo. at.), but
it appeal's to have been overlooked that the various
factors there discussed were stated as alternatives, the
acceptance of one of which might automatically dispense
with the rest. Nor was any profound philosophical
analysis either intended or implied : while | did not
finally commit myself to any of the tentative
explanations. | must, therefore, plead not guilty
to my critic's charges of inconsistency and self-
contradiction.

NO RIGID PREDESTINATION

Personally, 1 do not by any means accept the idea of
rigid predestination, but incline to a belief in the sort
of plastic and voluntarily modifiable future indicated
by Saltmarsh and others. In other words, | believe
that although the sole activity of non-vital, mechanical
and purely physical laws throughout the world would
indubitably lead to a “ predestined ” and irrevocable
future, in accordance with the strict letter of the law
of causality : yet, things being as they are, and there
being also (as Vitalists, some psychologists, theologians
and Spiritualists believe) a non-mechanical, or psychical
realm in nature, the automatic and blindly instinctive
course of events is continually altered by individual
acts of free-will. That is to say, one may, if he is
sufficiently self-conscious, intelligent and purposive
decide at any moment upon some course of action that
is entirely against the natural grain of his being and
environment. Such a decision then constitutes an
act of free-will. It may also modify the “ natural
or mechanical course of events very considerably
even on a vast historical scale, should one happen to be a
prominent statesman or person of marked genius.

Hitler's recent war decision is a case in point; though
an error in mv original article was, perhaps, to have
supposed that Hitler exhibited free-will when he attacked
Poland. It is more probable that he was simply giving
way to the second, less rational and more emotional
personality of his well-known schizophrenic make-up.
In fact, this politician presents to the world a very
clear example of split personality : one half rational,
thoughtful, brilliant and progressive; the other in-
stinctive, emotional, reflexive and iirational. And it is
the latter component that, perhaps, makes of Hitler
a “tool of Destiny,” with what may conceivably be
the fateful role of acting as a social and moral purgative
to a decadent civilisation ; what is fundamentally good
and worth-while being, by reason of the very extremity
to which he has forced his contemporaries, once again
clearly demonstrated for all the world to see, so that
mankind may openly choose between good and evil ...
Out of evil comes good. And in such a sense. Hitlers
war may be a natural necessity to save our souls.

For the rest, to discuss whether Fate. Destiny,
Providence, etc., are synonymous with the modern
conception of God would lead us into deep philosophical
waters. | would, however, like to say here that | only
regard as fatalistic and predestinate such phenomena
and vital actions as are controlled solely by physico-
mechanical laws . whereas the term Destiny takes into
consideration the more plastic and hopeful psychical
component of being, with its power to reason and face
about by voluntary adaptation or re-orientation. 1hus
Hitler's Destiny was, perhaps, to have become a great
leader and reorganiser of the German peoples, but his
Fate (the ruling of personality B) was to let an un-
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i Upulous lust for power drive him and his to barbaric
¢\l csm's and the ultimate nemesis of European war.
Unis | ale, in his ease, was too strong for his ” hick\
stats.”

What mon tailed Providence (God's Providence)
i> | think, something too vague anti questionable to be

defined. On the one hand it is considered “ pro
\identi.d” when heavy rains Hood an enemy’s
lottiiu ations but not our own. but merely an

unfortunate vagary of the weather when thunderstorms,
say. beat down our crops at home ; while for the enemy
pre< iselv the reverse interpretation obtains.

Similarly, we pray for rain in times of drought, and
it by a coincidence it happens to come in apparent
answer to such prayers, religious-minded people consider
it to be ” providential.” But an answer to their
prayers for divine aid in relation to such elemental
control is very seldom forthcoming; and then it is,
not infrequently, in contradiction to the wishes of other
equally good and needy folk, who may want the reverse
conditions.  One cannot, therefore, attribute such
coincidences to the interference of a merciful or just
God, who, in order to answer many of our prayers
would have. first, to relieve one person or community
at the expense ot .mother, and, second, to contravene

His own laws of universal causality and justice. God
is more just then that
Another type of supposed ” providential ” inter-

ference is when our prayers and good wishes seem to
help some individual or community to recover from a
bodily or mental malady. Distant treatment in
Spiritualist practice is of this kind, and one would not
wish to deny the reality of such help. It may, however,
be quite properly referred to telepathic, action of a
psycho-physical kind, and there seems to be no need
to call in divine intervention—except in so far as love,
sympathy and good will are in themselves divine
attributes of the higher types of human personality.

For within and behind all such effects God may be
conceived as the great hypothetical, yet very real,
driving force, latent in all creation, but becoming
patently manifest in beauty, love, intellect, culture
and all progressive tendencies, since God, as the
divine spark in Nature, is essentially purposive and
creative as well as inexorably just and merciless where
wrong-livers and wrong-doers are concerned, in the
sense of oriental Karma and the second commandment
of ancient Israel

“THANK YOU, Mr. PREVOST BATTERSBY ”
ALTHOUGH for many years | have been an admirer of

Mr. Il. F. Prevost Battersby’s erudite reviews and
articles, | consider that he has never written anything
so important as one paragraph in his reply to my old
friend Mr. Arthur Findlay, viz:

"1 hold that Spiritualism must depend for its
vitality and its permanence on its acceptance of the
greatest moral and spiritual teacher the world has
ever known as its guide, and that any Spiritualist
who tries to reduce that august personality to the
stature of an indifferent Medium commits an offence
against his faith.”

[ would like to see that paragraph permanently upon
the front page of Light and all other Spiritualist
literature.

As an old Spiritualist | know that the submersion of
the Christ teaching under the flood of phenomena-
seekingis the one great fault which prevents Spiritualism
from being fully accepted by the world.

Thank you, Mr. Prevost Battersby. You have
indicated the only way for Spiritualism to shake off
its materialistic shackles and rise to become a true
Church of God, following the simple teachings of Jesus
Christ and practising the spiritual gifts of the first
disciples.

Robt. E. Goldsbrough, o
President of Victoria Christian Spiritualist
Church, London.

LIGH'T

689

THE PASSING OF DAVID GOW
| HERE have Ix-cn many expulsions of icgicf
the passing of David Gow, and tributes to hi
work foi Spiritualism, in addition to those published in
Light last week.

Writing from Radlett, Herts.,, H. B Taylor and
D. laylor sav: " May two old readers of Light send
thoughts of good will to join Hie many others that will
follow David Gow into his new life.” That, we think.
ma\ be taken as expressing the feelings of many who read
and admired Light during the seventeen years of David
(iow’s editorship.

[ lie following tributes arc of special interest :

From James Leigh, Editor of ““Prediction” and formerly
assistant Editor of the “ Two Worlds ”

J WAS distressed to learn of the passing of David

Gow. Everyone who knew him intimately must
share with me a warm appreciation of his splendid
character and his undoubted talent. It was Mr. Gow
who, when | first came to London, took me in hand,
introduced me to everyone of note, and characteristic-
ally did everything in his power to assist a rival
journalist

Mr. (iow's knowledge of Spiritualism and all its
ramifications was greater than that of any man | know.
He had a remarkable memory and seemed to carry in
his head a mental file of all the past volumes of Light
and its contemporaries.

In late years his health was overshadowed by a
severe illness which prevented him from playing any
prominent part in the movement. Even so, his influence
survives, and perhaps the highest tribute which could
be paid to him is that he amply maintained the fine
traditions laid down by preceding Editors of Light—
an office which (to the movement's good fortune) has
always been held by a writer of outstanding brilliance.

g o« James Leigh
»

From W. H. Evans

[ FIRST met David Gow in 1914 not long after lie
became Editor of Light, and from then until his
illness, | enjoyed his friendship.

Before coming to reside in London, it was one of my
keenest pleasures to call on him at the office of Light
His personality stimulated and inspired ; and, after a
talk with him, | left with a mind teeming with new
ideas and with a freshened outlook. His ready sym-
pathy and spiritual insight helped him to see the best
in people, while his wide knowledge and sound judgment
on matters psychic made him a reliable guide amidst
the shoals and quicksands of psychic investigation.

He had a faculty of prevision; and | remember,
when calling upon him in the early part of 1931, how
he suddenly stopped in the midst of writing a letter
and turned to me saying . ” You will soon be coming
to Town. It won't be long.” At that time there was
nothing, so far as | could see, to indicate such a change,
but before the year was out | was offered the editorship
of Beyond, and the prediction was fulfilled. Others
could tell of similar incidents and he used humorously
to say to me that it was having Mr. Leigh Hunt so
long in the office of Light with him that accounted
for it. “ Leigh Hunt's mediumship is catching,” he
would say with his roguish smile.

Now he has left his worn-out bodily garment and
entered that plane of life with which he was so familiar,
we can think of him as the David we knew before his
illness, and we can imagine the joy he will feel in the
restoration of his fine powers and great abilities. There,
he will find outlet for his creative energies, and will, no
doubt, be another link in the chain of those whose
interest in the work of Light we know is unabated.

He was blessed in his last years with the love,
devotion, and untiring attention of his wife, to whom our
sympathies go out in this separation.

W. H. Evan
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AS WE SEE IT

ARMISTICE DAY—AND AFTER

ARMISTICE DAY was always sorrowful, because of

the recollection of the long-drawn out tragedy of
the World-War; this year, it was doubly sorrowful,
because of the final realisation that the sacrifices of the
Great War had been made in vain : it was a War to
end War, and War has come again.

We, on This Side, are sorrowful and disappointed ;
on the Other Side, too, we may be sure, there is sorrow
and disappointment amongst those who made the great
sacrifice and who, * with larger, other eyes than ours,”
watch the unrolling of another time of tragedy.

Yet Armistice Day has its message of Hope. War
is with us again ; but we may hope it will neither be
so long nor so tragic as the last war, and that it will
be followed by a Peace which will be both just and
lasting. From many quarters come assurances that this
hope will be realised, and, we may, at least, try to
believe them. How Peace will come, it is as yet im-
possible to see. Complete victory in a military sense
will be hard to achieve; and the country has the
assurance of King George (in response to the Peace
appeal of the Queen of Holland and the King of the
Belgians), and also of the Prime Minister (Mr.
Chamberlain) that this country and her allies do not
wish “to continue the war a day longer than is
necessary, if a satisfactory settlement can be obtained
in any other way.”

Meanwhile—whatever our views are regarding the
coming of the War or the tragedies inseparable from
its continuance—we can all recognise the truth of the
assurance given by the Queen in her Armistice Day
broadcast to the women of the Empire that in carrying
on our ordinary home duties and meeting all our worries
cheerfully we “ are giving real service to the country.”

Without doubt, the Queen was right when she said
that “ women of all lands yearn for the day when it
will be possible to set about building a new and better
world, where peace and good-will shall abide,” and that
“only when we have won through to an enduring
Peace shall we be free to work unhindered for the
greater happiness and well-being of all mankind.”

And not women only—but men of good-will in all
lands. For, as President Roosevelt said in his Armistice
Day broadcast

“ The whole world needs a new and better Peace :
a Peace which shall cause men at length to lay down the
weapons of hatred which have been used to divide them
and forgo the purposeless ambitions which have created
fear—ambitions which in the long run serve no useful
end. We seek a language,” President Roosevelt con-
tinued, “ in which neighbour can talk to neighbour, men
can talk to men, and by which the common, homely,
human instincts which are found everywhere may reach
expression through the elimination of fear.”

So let us pray for and do all in our power to secure
a just and lasting Peace, confident that in doing so we
are acting in accordance with the will of God and that
consequently, wc can be assured of the help and
inspiration of the great company on the Other Side
who sympathise with us in our troubles and who,
in their own sphere, are doing all they can to lift the
cloud of evil by which our world is oppressed.

LIGHT

November iR

SEEKING A NEW NAME FOR

SPIRITUALISM

a clergyman of the Church of England
| plead for a wvery careful consideration
Dr. Frederic Wood's article, “ Seeking a New Na
(Light, November 9th). In clerical circles, and" fnd i
amongst most people, speaking generally, the w a
“ Spiritualism ” is connected with table-turn'
darkened rooms, mental aberration, etc., and ther
therefore a prejudice against even introducing
subject for discussion or study. tnc
The majority of clergy, at all events, are repelled b
the name “ Spiritualism,” and so long as it is the onb
name by which the subject can be introduced amo
them, it makes the study of Survival and modem psychi®
research almost impossible. C

Dr. Wood has suggested an alternative word
“ Psychosophy ” and it deserves, | think, most careful
consideration. A paper on ““Psychosophy” or ““The
New Psychosophy,” would, | believe, in scientific or
clerical circles, receive a very different hearing than the
same paper under the title, “ Spiritualism.”

A Padre
““COSMIC PHILOSOPHY”

JJOW many of us must be expressing our gratitude

to Dr. Wood, for framing, as he does in his masterly
review of the subject, our need for a fitting “ label "
that will cover our belief ?

Indeed, developed Sensitive that he is, he has probably
responded to the urge that thousands of us have been
putting on the ether, made an effort to find a solution
for us, and to answer our call for a definition that will
settle this vexed question and problem of nomen-
clature.

My gratitude to Dr. Wood makes me the more
reluctant to criticise. But | do not like his term * New
Psychosophy.” “ New ” it is not. On the contrary.
Are we not claiming, all the time, that we are accepting
and practising merely what is as old as life itself?

And “ Psychosophy ”?  Where will the adoption
of such a word lead us, but into a fresh maze ? Is not
psycho-dwy/Zwwg enough to “ empty the lecture-room
at once ” (as Dr. Wood says).

In the issue of Light for November 2nd (p. 664),
I was delighted to meet the term “ Cosmic Philosophy ”
and proclaim to my family | had, at last, found a fitting
definition for all that Spiritualism stands for, and claims
to be, summed up in these two words. These words are,
moreover, familiar and not coined ; and the expression
is particularly apt, in that it can be accepted generally,
and embraced by every' religion, the wide world over,
as in agreement with their own particular form of belief.

What is any Religion but a form of *“ Cosmic
Philosophy ”? = We are indebted to Mr. Hereward
Carrington for this expression, and I, for one, should like
to vote in favour of its general adoption for our
purpose.

Florence Hodgkin.

““IT MAY BE CALLED CHRISTIANITY”

JYJANY Spiritualists would prefer another name, and

most of them, | feel sure, will agree with the views
expressed by Dr. Wood in his article in Light of 9th
November. But, when all is said and done, if goods are
wrongly labelled, the fault might be with the goods,
not with the label; or, to put it another way, if we fail
to come up to the quality indicated by our label, and
experience any remorse or indignity’ in consequence,
then we must be content to “ let the punishment fit
the crime.”

In short, if we want respect, we must earn it. If we
want belief in survival and communication to spread
and produce the will to build a happier world ; if we
want our seven principles to apply—first to ourselves,
and then to others—we must not attempt to change

(Continued at foot of next column)
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LOOKING ROUND THE WORLD

fATHER THURSTON'S LAST WORDS

VATHER HERBERT THURSTON, S.J. (whose

death at the age of 83 we recorded last week)
gained his interest in Spiritualism and Psychical
Research up to the last, and what may probably have
been his final literary effort was a review of Mr.'Harry
price’s book, Fifty Years of Psychical Research, which
-pears in the November issue of The Month—z Jesuit
publication to which he had contributed for many
scars and in which most of his articles on psychic
topics appeared.

Father Thurston—Ilike some other reviewers—
mentions what he calls Mr. Price’s “ showman-like
policy.” but a<Ws that “ he is probabl} as competent
to speak as anyone we could name, as he has the
advantage of wide personal contact with the (psychic)
phenomena and their producers, as well as the book-
knowledge which comes from a extensive study of the
literature.” From Father Thurston, we think Mr.
Price will be justified in regarding this as very high

praise.

A GENEROUS VIEW

It is noteworthy that, in regard to the phenomena
of certain Mediums who have been denounced as
“frauds,” Father Thurston took a more generous
view than Mr. Price. He admits that it was proved
that Palladino sometimes resorted to trickery (as she
admitted) and that “the more weak-minded and
unscrupulous amongst them ” (physical Mediums)
equip themselves with all the paraphernalia of trickery
to meet the possible emergency ” of failure, but he
adds: “ This, | submit, constitutes no proof that they
produced no genuine phenomena,” and he gives his
reason for believing that they did. )

Father Thurston also disagrees with the com-
mendation Mr. Price gives to Mr. Podmore’s anti-
Spiritualistic book. Modern Spiritualism (1902). |
am far from considering Podmore’s book a masterly’
performance,” says Father Thurston. *“ It is extremely
slovenly—one is loath to say unscrupulous—in its
treatment of all evidence which does not happen to
fall in with Podmore’s own prepossessions.’

e=A TIRED OLD MAN ~

This review is one more proof that Father Thurston
not only regarded the reality of psychic phenomena—
physical and mental—as clearly proved, but that he
leaned as far as a Jesuit Priest could be expected to
lean towards the Spiritualist explanation and did not
hesitate to say so. ) o

Father Thurston was—as he himself said in a recent
letter to the Editor of Light—" a tired old man, but
we cannot imagine that he will want to rest in peace
very long on the Other Side, although he is well entitled
to do so. Rather, we think, he will soon be busy,
amongst other things, finding out just how far he was

(Continued from previous column)

boats in the middle of the stream, but go on until
Spiritualism can support its name. Then one day,
perhaps, it will have to be changed : it may be calle
Christianity. J- H. Webster (Major).

*SOUL SCIENCE”

T SUGGEST that instead of using the somewhat
abstruse title of the " New Psychosophy tor
higher teachings of Spiritualism, we should substi u t
the simpler meaning of those words, i.e., “ Soul Science
or ““The Science of the Soul.” Would not this meet

the need for a ““new name” for a highly vaua
contribution to the world’s knowledge on this aii-
important subject of the Soul and its activities, botn
here and hereafter? “ A Parson s Wife.

THE SHATTERED SILENCE

THE Sacred Silence was shattered, but poppies red,
Flowered as the emblems of those who do not sleep;

W e fight for we may not break faith with legions—dead,

That their sons might inherit freedom, so we keep

In this tortured travail their trust, the road they trod

We must follow with steadfast feet, their souls
reborn

Struggle with us again and light our prayers towards
God,

That the era of Peace among nations shall dawn.

Marjorie Collingdon.

right and how far he was wrong in the views lie had
formed about Survival and spirit-communication. And,
when once he has satisfied himself, we think it very
probable that he will find some means of letting his
friends know.

MR. HARRY PRICE’S PREDICTIONS

Mr. Harry Price is amongst the Prophets. In
Prediction for December, he gives his views on the future
of Spiritualism and Psychical Research, “ based on a
careful summing-up of the present conditions and
probable state of affairs.”

“ | believe that Spiritualism and allied occult activities
will continue in a minor key and in a much slower
tempo,” he writes. " | believe that our subject will be
taken more seriously and that the fake Medium will
not have such a good time as he did in the last war.

“ | believe that we shall read more. The dark nights,
lack of amusements, conservation of petrol, difficulty
in travelling, and restricted wireless programmes, will
compel us to spend more time at home and thus give us
more opportunities for stud%ing the printed word.

“ | believe there will be a boom in good books dealing
with psychics. People will want to get away from the
war news and will turn to psychical literature as a
distraction, and for information.”

MRS. ETTA WRIEDT |,

To the younger generation of Spiritualists in this
country, the name of Mrs. Etta Wriedt of Detroit,
U.S.A., is not so well known as to the older generation
but even the younger generation have read of the
wonders of her voice mediumship (or if not, they have
missed something of real importance) in such hook-
as Admiral Usbhome Moore’s Glimpses of the Next State
andThe_Voices. .. .

Mr. Donalc? G. McDonald, of Detroit, writes that
Mrs. Wriedt (now well up in years) has been seriously
ip_ nrst with appendicitis, for which an operation was
necessary, and then with pneumonia, which followed.
Mr. McDonald reports that at the time of writing
(October 20th) she was recovering rapidly and expected
to be out of hospital soon. .

Mr McDonald adds that when he told her he intended
to acquaint her British friends (via Light) with news of
her recoverv, ” her face beamed ” for the love she
bears for Britain and its people is touching, and she
never tires of telling of the many kindnesses shown
her It is also interesting to note, Mr McDonald
adds “ that she never occupies the role of the principal
character in these accounts-rather, she sings the praise
nf the delightful men and women whom she met and
who welcomed her with such friendly warmth.

There must be many amongst the present readers
of Light who had sittings with Mrs. Wriedt during
hor vkits to this country, and they will be especially
interested to have the news which Mr. McDonald so

kindly sends.
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WHAT OUR READERS ARE SAYING

TRY THE SPIRITS

CIR—Whilst | have neither the desire nor the

intention to enter the controversy respecting the “No-
War ” prophecies (except a passing reference to the fact
that in our own Home Circle this popular view was
refuted), | certainly feel that Spiritualism was in an
unfortunate plight previous to the War for it had
resolved itself into various schools of thought, the
paramount interest being the claim that certain well-
beloved Guides were infallible in their views and were
interpreting the will of God. Those who did not accept
this view were regarded as unworthy of the name oi

SMt was more than unfortunate, as it should surely

have been recognised that no Spirit, however reliable
in general guidance, was in a position to speak as with
the special authority of the Almighty; and to add to
this, those who did so were the first to deny the right o
Tesus to speak in His Father’s name.

During the Crisis of 1938, those who took the more
cautious view respecting the position of the Guides
in their interpretation of the Divine Law were publicly
upbraided for not coming into line, and thus the gap
widened. Spiritualism can never find strength in mere
popularity hunting. It is infinitely grander and nobler
th?ndcghr%t claim to know, but think it may be P°~lble
that Peace can only come through the present War,
which is deigned to end the rule of Force. s'mllary’
it may be that Spiritualism had to be purged of the
somewhat bombastic attitude of those who professed
to speak in its name, and to bring its members to
consider the admonition in the 3rd Chapter of the
Second Epistle of St. John: * Beloved, believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of

Holloway. Wm. W. Drinkwater.

“ RESURRECTION ” AND “ LAST DAY ”

Sir_ There is no doubt that much of the confusion
and contradiction with regard to religious teaching is
due to misinterpretation of words and meanings of
Scripture. Jesus Christ in His sermon to the Jews in
the synagogue at Capernaum (vi. St. John) repeated
four times “ | will raise him up at the last day. This
sense of the word “ day ” may doubtless be understood
as “ age "—or last stage of the Soul's pilgrimage. Or
“day ” may be an interpolation. The same applies
to “the resurrection of the body —not, of course,
the temporal body which has been parted with for ever
(no one who thought sensibly could believe that) but
our body, the body relating to, and in accordance with,
and identified with our soul. St. Paul, in Romans viii.,
23, alludes to “the redemption of our body.” A
“ restoration ” or “ reinstatement.”

So little allowance is made for the age-old Scriptural
writings and Gospels, subjected to many translations.
St. John’s Wood. (Mrs.) M. C. Merrett

Mrs. STOBART’'S CALL

Sir—I note that Mrs. Stobart is still deploring the
immovability of Spiritualism. Why it docs not move
is because it is based on the rock of demonstrated
survival, from which position it has never budged.
As to the number of its adherents, however, it has
grown with amazing rapidity from the day of its inception
until now its followers can be numbered by the thousand
instead of the few hundreds as was the case less than a
century ago. In fact, it puts even Christianity into the
shade In this respect. To my mind the alarm and bitter
opposition of the Churches to its propaganda is sufficient
proof of the strides it is making and the genuineness
of its claims. )

As to the Leaders: many of those who stand high
up in the movement would far better merit the name of
Psychic-Researcher than Spiritualist, the latter being
a word to which they appear to have the greatest

objection and from which they always hasten to r
associate themselves. In my opinion those who el
in present-day communication with the next tvorld
in reality Spiritualists, no matter what they mav t are
themselves. ' erm
| fail to see how either Christianity or Mod
Spiritualism can ever fade out, as Mrs. Stobart fea
Both may need a little “adjusting,” but they are founded
on the fact of survival. The knowledge of this grest
truth may seem to dwindle and at times almost t
pass away, but it never dies; in the heart of man it
still lingers, and in God’s good time will rise again
stronger and with new meaning to help and comfort
the despairing and the sick of heart.

Aubrey Turlf

Rev. A. H. E. LEE'S “CHALLENGE”

Sir,—As | anticipated, the Rev. Mr. Lee, when asked
for proof of Christ's resurrection such as would satisfy
judge and jury or a number of scientists examining the
case, can give no proof al all. After the manner of his
kind, when asked for bread he offers a stone : lie cannot
prove Christ's resurrection and blindly opposes the
modern evidence which alone makes Christ’s resurrection
credible.

Also, he gives no answer to H.J.T's query as to what
“ conquering death ” means, if it does not mean survival
and continued life. This is the way in which clerical
anti-Spiritualists—blind leaders of the blind—usually
behave when challenged. Blatant in their demand for
evidence of modern spiritualistic phenomena, when
themselves challenged for evidence of the resurrection
of Christ and the spirit-phenomena of the New
Testament, they can give none, but crumple up like
a spider thrown on a red-hot shovel. What Is the use of
referring readers to 1st Cor., xv., when there is no copy
of it in existence which dates earlier than the Codex
Vaticanus (A.D.325) ?

Mr. Lee talks airily about a ' Challenge to
Spiritualists.” A challenge to Spiritualists, forsooth!
The boot is on the other leg. It is Spiritualists who are
challenging clergy like himself all over the country.

It is indeed, laughable to see Mr. Lee quoting Paul
in Athens when by so doing he is quoting one of the
mediumistic revelations which he terms “a dubious

weapon. Scrutator.

ANIMAL SURVIVAL
Sir,—Being a very firm believer in human surY’val
I am naturally interested in that of animals. o
Mediums say that they are with us m the next s.g
of life only if our love draws them to us. It thatis /.
are they not merely thought-forms created )

| have heard that some dogs can feel the PreSp”/

of people passed on more clearly than we cai. Y
not that in itself prove that they ha\e,an0"c  d0%,
Although it is difficult to believe that horses» ‘at

and the higher types of animals end then e.
death, one can hardly see the continued need”or”

creatures as snakes and crocodiles, etc. . t]iey
the point: If animals do go on living, o continue
progress ? If this is impossible, why do t
? ' i

at E’%rhaps the most sensible idea Iis ![Rgt they really
do live with us, as on earth. But lie able to
of all the creatures of the jungle. \yillll  tjl0Ughts
create similar surroundings from when we PasS
and memories, or is it one of our jobs ratlief
over to do it for them? This last s uZZling>

fantastic; but the whole problem is y klant have
especially when one hears that flowers ai

SpirkS (Miss) Avey POUN~A

(A number of letters have been unavoidably
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prayers for peace

ritualist and as one of the three million that

V earnesllv for Peace, may | ventme to put
" lonie suggestions for thought that may help

" 'who are dispirited and disappointed at not getting

len they prayed, did they ever think (for prayer

" be constructive thinking) that Hitler was to become
liluSl.:.,ht a humane and large-hearted ruler? Did
b' Yake into account the fact of Free-will ? Did they

“ Peace at any price.” Peace without war, or
pel'e after war? Did they forget that some Peace

C>uld only continue to be unofficial war between man
"°1 man”-oppression and cruelty would have still
continued in that sort of peace ?

I< it not possible that God so wills it that Peace, real
Peace, can only come after sacrifice and war? Had
we got Peace, would we have been satisfied to leave
millions of human beings at the mercy of their
oppressors? | think not.

"It seems to me that the need for our prayers for Peace
is greater than ever, so that when the time comes we
sbtdl be given the opportunitv. under God. to make the
world a happier place ; and. to this end, let us make up
our minds how we, each one of us, are going to help
God to make a real Peace.

Meanwhile, should we not thank God always for the
wonderful blessings to us as a nation that have been
«ranted to us—Italy friendly and neutral ; Turkey
very friendly ; the loyalty of the Dominions and
Colonies; Spain disgusted at the Germano-Russian
Pact turns to the democracies ; better relations with
Japan ; the lifting of the arms embargo in America
our master} of the seas; our freedom from air raids ;
the unity and strength of the French nation ; our own
unity of purpose—and many other things, if we will
allow ourselves to count the blessings which are gradually
%nd. in God's own time, answering our pravers for

eace.

Alice Frances.

HELPING THE SPIRITUAL PEACE POWERS

JF. as seems to be the case, Herr Hitler waits on
inspiration before making a move, the present time
(when he is obviously in the throes of indecision) is one
of immense possibilities for good or exit The forces
of Right are fighting to overcome the forces of Evil
which have him in their power. They need help
desperately, help that can be given by 'concentrated
thoughts and prayers directed to the throwing out of
S DflUie?Ces,3.n? the imPlanting of the Spirit of Truth
hp ni Sa  ulth ilUS help’ thc riSht thoughts might
thd nCed m HeiT Hltler s mind and there guarded so
that they can germinate and fructify.
Wir bnk Whilte th-S W°Uld Illean tO the WOrld ! This
Allies d’onnn°tffiS h\ntUall Powers more than arins  If the
we should fight'nth the Spiritual Truth, even though
Europe nd'T c" War °Ur caug-that of freeing
tvrannv nnd th'0 ~ennan PeoPle from thc bondage to
ship between StrenSthenipg of the ties of good fellow-
T between all nations—will be lost.
weight\nPihl® Uc now’,and aU together, to lend our
great cause Sl)Intual for*s who are fighting in this

Spilshy, Lincs. JOY AND FrED Atkix

p S.A/wTiti2"en F “ashburn. of Guilford, Vermont,

a roniniunicqr3" U'f 011 October 13th he received
statesm;ui of 1°n ~rOn? Danicl. Webster, a leading

P'ophesied tha?St * In ,America, in which it was
rms emhargo > | aPan j°'n the Allies, that the
awt Prestiae%t pﬂl repeale]d %y the%.es. Congress.
WArs). and will serve a third term (of four

then"“nonio OrRIISSIa wiU (iuan'el with Hitler and
‘note Germany.”

LIGHT

PROFESSOR SAURAT’S LECTURES

Hit Research, tin >ci< ntilic foundation of
Spiritualism, owes much to manv di>iuiguLlIx <
I lenchmcn- the late Dr. Gustav Geley and Di. Eugene
Ostv. Professor Charles Ricliet, Rene Sudrv, and others.
Lhe liist two in turn Were responsible for the brilliant
woik done at the Institut Mctapsvchique in Avenue
Niel, Paris, which Institute at one time received a grant
from the French Government.

It is. therefore, important to note that at thc present
time the Institut brancaisdu Rovaume-I'ni (Iniversities
de Lille et do Paris) situated at Queensberrv Place,
London, is opening its doors to the'public for lectures
in English on Psychical Research, and a course of six
lectures will be given during January to March by
Professor Denis Saurat of the University of London
(King's College).

As will be noted in our advertisement columns,
Professor Saurat is to give a lecture entitled : “ Psychical
Phenomena and thc Christian Religion ” on Tuesday,
November 28th. at 6 p.m., when Dr. Matthews the
Dean of St. Paul's, will preside.

brom the preliminary information of the forthcoming
course after Christmas, it is learnt that the lecture to
be given on November 28th will be introductory to the
scries in English.  (The same course will also be delivered
m French). All students of Spiritualism and Psychical
Research should make a note of this important
opportunity to study thc work of our friends and allies,
the French, in thc domain of Psvchical Research.

The titles of each of thc six lectures in 1940 have not
yet been publicly announced, but it would be specially
advisable for those interested in the forthcoming series
to attend on November 28th.

There is no doubt that the 1940 course of lectures
will be the reverse of simple. From a preliminary
glance at thc selected titles, it may be assumed that
1 rofessor Saurat will do much to explain the advanced
knowledge of the psyche gained by very thorough and
impartial investigation. To encourage those interested
in the scientific foundation of our work, a personal
reference to Professor Saurat may be excused. Thc
Professor has the gift of lucid exposition. He conveys
ideas with great clarity and sometimes much humour,
as anyone will know who is attending his lectures on
“ The Present Situation of our Civilisation.”

One cannot anticipate much intentional humour in
Psychical Research, but inasmuch as it deals with the
very essence of our existence, humour surely has a place
A conversation with Mr. Waite is recollected when
some natural oddity was referred to, and Mr. A. E. Waite
said, with his delightful drollery : ” The Universe is
not without an element of waggery.” If that element
should raise its head in Psychical Research, Professor
Saurat will assuredly assist it with an encouraging
word. And such is all to the good in tackling difficult
problems. Mercy Phillimore.

CLAIRVOYANT GLIMPSES

A very pleasant surprise awaits readers of the booklet,
Charmed Magic Casements (Bournemouth Times, Ltd.
2,/-) which is announced as containing “ clairvovant
glimpses by Nesta of thc Forest.” The ” clairvovant
glimpses ” are there, and manv of them are both interest-
ing and evidential of the reality of what has come to be
called “ Extra-Sensory Perception.” But, in addition
there are a number of delightful historical and topo-
graphical sketches of places in and around Bournemouth
and people who have been associated with them. There
is, for instance, a chapter on ““Bournemouth’s links
with Caractacus and His Father, King Bran thc
Blessed,” in which the curtains of time are lifted from
Hengistbury Head (” that sheer geological freak which
abuts from the headland to the East of Bournemouth
Bay ) and other mysterious places. The book is edited

R?/ Peter Phillips, and there is an attractive picture of
esta.
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SCHOOL OF MEZZANTNI
Study Groups: Members only

Apply Secretary, at Headquarters,
5 HYDE PARK SQUARE, W.2.

MEURIC
MORRIS

W. STAINTON MOSES

ON reading your article (Light, November 2nd)

on the 110th anniversary of the birth of W. Stainton
Moses, may | add a few lines from one who was educated
at both the schools he was at—Bedford Grammar
School (as it was then called) and University College
School, at which he was one time a teacher of English.
| have been told by Masters he worked with, what a
wonderful personality he bad, and how he was loved by

all his pupils. | have before me the University College
School Register, 1831-1898, and in it his photo and
description. E. A. G. Daniell.

* * *

From a lady who does not wish her name to be
used, we have received the script of a message purporting
to be from William Stainton Moses, written on November
5th (All Souls' Day), the centenary of his birth.

“Tell my old friends,” said the Communicator,
“that . . . we arc working with all our power to aid
the world through this dark period of its history. It
is, indeed, a dark age and one which needs all Christian
men and women to work with us in stemming the tide of
evil which is sweeping over you like dark clouds.

A SPIRIT MINISTRANT

WERE is the narrative of a recent happening in

the English hospital at Nice by a lady who was a
patient there at the time. The story is told in a letter
dated October 29th, 1939, and the event took place
a few days before that time;

“ At the hospital we had a gentle little ghost. She
had died one night while | was there, but later on that
night she appeared at the bedside of another patient
who had long been paralysed and could not speak a
word. The ghost touched her on the shoulder and told
her not to worry ' for she was cured and could now
speak.” The dumb woman was so startled that she
must have cried out, for the night nurse came in. At
once the woman began to talk freely and naturally,
telling the nurse all that had happened. Of course the
nurse said it was a dream . but the poor mute is still
able to talk, and she declares that it was not a drcam,
but that it rcallv happened.”

F. Bligh Bond

THIS FREEDOM

The seasons come, the seasons go,
The tides for ever ebb and flow,
And all above, and all below,
Unerringly is guided.
And man alone can choose his fate,
His soul to damn or elevate,
And Life, and Death, for ever wait,
How awful is this freedom !
H.D.B.
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Classified Advertisements.

are almost invariably excellent.

Prepaid Rates for small classified advertisements-20 words 2/-, mini-
mum, 2/-; every additional 5 words, 4d. Box number, 6d. extra.

S BRGSO AN Yo tisement ManRgRE HRRTgton 245655

Advertisements given over the ’phone must be verified in writing.
Latest time for receiving—Tuesday, first post

CHURCH MEETINGS

NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST CHURCH, 16 Bath Road, Bournemouth.
Resident Minister, Mr. F. T. Blake. Sunday Services at 11 and 6 p.m. Tuesday
at 6, Phenomena; Thursday at 6, Educative lecture and discussion. Friday
at 3, Healing.

LONDON AND COUNTRY HOTELS, etc.

““YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME.” Ail Bedrooms hot and cold water,
electric light gas fires, Ci)ure, varied, generous diet. Write for tariff—Mr. and
Mrs. Massingham, 16 and 17 Norfolk Terrace, Brighton.

SAFETY AREA. Tor-o-Mor House, Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire. tadies
Guest Home. Separate bedrooms, central heating, electric light, close shops,
golf, etc. 26/- per week inclusive. Write PRESTON.

PERSONAL

C. S. Gollen-Sinith, Editor of WORLD SERVICE and PSYCHIC REVIEW,
Founder of World Service Group. Telephone: SLOane 5711. 13 CHESHAM
PLACE, BELGRAVE SQUARE, S.W. 1

T. E. AUSTIN, Clairvoyance and Psychometrist. Developing Claes,
Wednesday 3 p.m. Interviews by appointment. 32 Connaught Street, Marble
Arch, W.2.

LECTURES

Professor DENIS SAURAT will lecture in English at the Institut
Francais, Queensberry Place, South Kensington, STw.7, on PSYCHICAL
PHENOMENA AND THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION on Tuesday November
28, at 6 p.m. Chairman: The Very Rev. W. R. MATTHEWS, K.C.V.O,, .
Dean of St. Paul's. Admission free (without tickets), subject to accommodatlon
to any person sendlng in advance a post-card to the Secretary.  Please ask
also for details of other lectures, Anglo-French social meetings, French lending
library (including postal service), etc.

MISS ESTELLE W. STEAD

Reminds those who are lonely, through their husbands and sons
being called up, that:

Reculver Lodge, Guest House, is CARRYING ON.

Although on the East Coast, Beltinge is officially a Safety Zone.
So come to Reculver Lodg?]e Beltlnge Heme Baﬁ and find strength to
take you through the days of Strain that lie ahead.

Phone—Heme Bay 750. Fees from £2 12s. 6d.

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATE

If you take out a postal subscription to
Light at the new rate, it will cost you
no more than buying a copy weekly

USE THIS FORM
To the Manager, LIGHT, 16 Queensberry
Place, London, S.W.7

Please send me Light weekly for

¢Iwelve months qt free, for which I enclose

Six months
*Cheque f 13/-
Postal Order 6/6

Overseas Rate, no extra

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
L.S.A. Publications Ltd., and crossed

«Strike out words not required.
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8 Hiiace Leaf. Address and Clairvoyance
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VPERRRRAY: NOVEMBER G208, 2livovace.

the white eag le lodge
Pembroke Hall, 12b Pembroke Gardens, Kensington, W.8.
(Western 7914 ; Station : Earls Court)

Sunday Services are now held at 3 p.m.
instead of 6.30 p.M .--------------

Sunday, November 19th at 3 p.m.—

Address by Mr. IVAN COOKE
Clairvoyance by Mrs. GRACE COOKE

The Lodge will be open if possible during the hours of
daylight each weekday for private prayer, help and comfort
for those in need.

SPECIAL NOTICE

Mrs. ANNIE BRITTAIN
dwires to inform her clients that she is at 27 St. Stephen's

andvvrnxlli).l""ater’ London, W.2, on MONDAYS, TUESDAYS
2on & E®DAYS, from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. Phone Bayswater
330 p ~eance Group limited to 8 sitters on Wednesdays at

TMV/ESDAVS. FRIDAYS and SATURDAYS, she is at
,» 28 Tumblewood Road, BANSTEAD, SURREY.

ppi UF*h Heatij A%)ointments to be made in advance.
(P«veh«UNINVS, .psy! correspondence course
Surrey address part,culars for lid. stamp from London or

The Bridge of Death

(Some Thoughts for the Bereaved)
fiy HELEN ALEX. DALLAS.
A valuable pamphlet for propaganda.

PRICE TWO PENCE
FOnLSa°V fee 2"d T° Societies’ 1/6 per dozen
Patshtions Ltd., 16 Queensberry Place, London, S.W.7.

[
|
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SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY

24 GLOUCESTER PLACE, PORTMAN SQUARE, W.I.

President
Hannen Swapper

Acting Secretary. GORDON GOULD

Chairman and Leader
Mrs. St. Clajr Stobart
Telephone-. WELBECK 6814

PLEASE NOTE ALTERATIONS
WIGMORE HALL, 36 Wigmore Street, W.I.

Sunday Services
at 11 am. and 3 p.m.
November 19th. 1la.m. Mr. GEORGE H. LETHEM
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Bertha Harris
3 p.m.—Mr. HORACE LEAF
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Lilian Austin

Wednesday Meetings, 12 30 p.m.
With Address, Questions answered and Clairvoyance.
Wednesday, November 22nd. Dr. H. P. SHASTRI
Clairvoyance : Mrs. Helen Spiers

DAILY ACTIVITIES

At Headquarters, 24 Gloucester Place,
Portman Square, W.I.

Thursday, November 16th, 6 p.m. Short Lecture and Clairvoyance,
Mr. Roy Morgan.

Friday, November 17th, 5 p.m. Psychometry, Mr. W. H. Redmond
20 sitte

Satu(rday, Nov%amber 18th, 3.0 p.m. WHIST DRIVE, Tickets 1 6

Tuesday, November 21st, 2.30 p.m. Group, Mrs. Lilian Austin.

Wednesday, November 22nd, 2.30 p.m. Group, Mrs. Fillmore.

Wednesday, November 22nd, 5 p.m. Group, Mrs. Helen Spiers.

Thursday, November 23rd, 6.0 p.m. Short Lecture and Clair-
voyance, Mrs. Lilian Austin.

Every Wednesday, 2.30 p.m. Public Classes, conducted by Miss
JACQUELINE, for Clairvoyance ata glance, Hand-reading and
Numerology. Followed by tea and discussion. Entrance 1
Tea 6d. extra. First Wednesday of each month will be devoted
to Clairvoyance and Psychometry.

Enquirers into Spiritualism will be welcomed on any day except
Saturdays between 12 and 6 p.m.

Mrs. MAY BIRD, HEALING CIRCLES

LENDING LIBRARY. PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP
Open daily (Saturdays and Sundays excepted), 11 am. to 6 p.m.
BOOKSTALL OPEN DURING SUNDAY SERVICES.

SPIRITUAL SONGS by M. A. St. Clair Stobart
Enlarged Edition With Music, 3 6 Reduction for Quantities

FREE SPIRITUALISM

NO CHARGES NO COLLECTION
“ FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED. FREELY GIVE Va/ftew 10-8.

Mediums - DORA GRACE WONHAM DAVID A. BAISS
Secretary - F. W. WONHAM, AM.I.C.E.
Helpers® - HEALING, CLAIRVOYANCE, TRANCE

CENTRE No. I. THURSDAY, NOV. 16th, 3 p.m.-
AT HEADQUARTERS, 59 ELSHAM ROAD,
KENSINGTON, W. 14,

CENTRE No. 2. Wednesday, Nov. 22nd, 7.30 p.m.—
Don’s Restaurant, 155 The Vale, Acton, W.3

CENTRE No. 3. SUNDAY, Nov. 19th, 3.15 p.m.—
THE STUDIO. 29 ADDISON AVENUE, HOLLAND
PARK. W. 11. (NEAR HOLLAND PARK TUBE).

CENTRE No. 4. Saturday, Nov. 18th 4.45 p.m.—

56 Drewstead Road, Streatham Hill, S.W.I16.
3 minute« from Streatham Hill Southern Railway Station)

Enquiries: The Secretary, 59 ELSHAM ROAD, W.14. Phone Park
8353. Elsham Road is 1st turning ofJ Holland Road—3 minutes from
Shepherds Bush Tube.

ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP

(Christian Philosophy)
West London Centre. 35 Cranley Gardens, S\W. 7.
Sundays at 11 a.m.—Subject for November
9th—Modern Asceticism ; 26th mbltlon and Competition.
Sub ect for December—<*THE SPIRITUAL VALUE OF THE
NIGHT.” Mondays and Thursdays—Healing and Teaching.
Buses 14 or 96 to Queen’s EIm. Fulham Road.
convenient.
Stations—South Kensington or Gloucester Road (10 minutes).

Nos. 30 and J9 are also

HORACE LEAF, 8 NORTHWICK PARK ROAD, (OFF GAYTON
ROAD) HARROW, MIDDLESEX. Daily by appointment. Tuesday:
Public Developing Class, 3 p.m., 2 - Wednesday;  Psychometry,
3p.m., 2/-. Friday: Seance (Trance Clairvoyance), limited to 10
sitters, 3/6. Psychometry by Post, 10'6. Healing. PSYCHIC
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE write for particulars. ’Phone :
Harrow 0614.
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BOOKS FOR STUDY

Price Port Free
Spirit Teachings—Stainton Moses
More Spirit Teachings—Stainton Moses
Pearls of Great Price (Extracts from Spirit

Teachings) ... 7d.
Evidence of Personal Survival from Cross-
Correspondence—H. E. Saltmarsh 3/10
Evidence of Purpose—Zoe Richmond 3/10
Hypnosis : Its Meaning and Practice—Eric
Cuddon 3/10
Evidence of Identity—Kenneth Richmond 3/10
Death is NOT the End—B. Abdy Collins 3/10
The Yoga of Christ—W. H. Evans 2/2
The Road to Immortality—Geraldine
Cummins 6/6
Beyond Human Personality—Geraldine
Cummins 6/6
The Childhood of Jesus—Geraldine Cummins 5/5
When Nero was Dictator—Geraldine
Cummins

The Great Problem—Dr. G. Lindsay Johnson...

Psychic Certainties—H. F. P. Battersby

Researches into Spiritualism—Sir Wm.
Crookes ...

Man’s Survival After Death—Rev. C. L.
Tweedale ...

The Psychic World—Hereward Carrington

No More Tears—A. Stuart ...

How to be a Medium—W. H. Evans

Human Personality and its Survival of Bodily

Death—F. W. H. Myers 4/-
Our Life After Death—Arthur Chambers 2/9
Our Self After Death—Arthur Chambers ... 1/9
When We Wake—Collyer & Dampier 8/-
The Philosophy of Religion versus the

Philosophy of Science—A. Eagle 5/6
Personality Survives Death—Lady Barrett ... 8/-
The Last Crossing—G. Osborne Leonard 5/5
Talks with Spirit Friends, Bench and Bar—

By a Barrister-at-Law 8/-
Post-Mortem Talks with Public Men—By a

Barrister-at-Law oo 3/10
Autobiography of Two Worlds (Topsy’s Book)

Norman Swaine o 5/5
The Unbroken Melody of Life—John G. Findlay 3/10
Proof—Rev. V. G. Duncan 5/6
Experiences with Mediums—J. Arthur Hill 3/10
On the Edge of the Etheric—Arthur Findlay... 3/10

Raymond, Revised—Sir Oliver Lodge
Survival of Man—Sir Oliver Lodge
Life Beyond Death, with Evidence—Rev. C.

Drayton Thomas ... 4/-
Polyglot Mediumship—E. Bozzano ... 5/6
Discarnate Influence in Human Life—E.

Bozzano ... ' 9/-
Guide to Mediumship—E. W. & M. H. Wallis 71-
The Other Life—Rev. H. D. Wilkinson, M.A. 3/10
There is no Death—Florence Marryatt 3/10
"Twixt Earth and Heaven—Annie Britain 5/6
Ask the Spirits—David Gow 5/4
The Blue Island—W. T. Stead 3/10

After Thirty Centuries—F. H. Wood
Ancient Egypt Speaks—F. H. Wood ...
We Do Not Die—Shaw Desmond 9/-

THE L.S.A. BOOKLETS
Post Free 1.2 each, 4/6 set of five.

1. Human Survival and Its Implications—Helen A.
Dallas.

2. The Mental Phenomena of Spiritualism—Rev.
C. Drayton Thomas.

3. The Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism—
Stanley De Brath.

4. The Psychic Faculties and Their Development—
Helen MacGregor and Margaret V. Underhill.

5 Demonstrated Survival: Its Influence on Science,
Philosophy and Religion—Sir Oliver Lodge.

Transition—Major G. H. Mowbray 1/1
The Functions of Life—Stanley De Brath 7d.
The Soul as the Real Person—Stanley De
11
The Conduct of Psychic Circles—Leigh Hunt... 3]d.
History of the Bible—S. De Brath 7d.
Objections to Spiritualism Answered—Helen
A. Dallas 172
The Bridge of Death—Helen A. Dallas 2jd.

All prices include postage.

Cash with Order to
L.S.A. PUBLICATIONS LTD.,
16 Queensberry Place, London, SW.7

November 16, 1939
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Clairvoyance, Clairaudience and
Psychic Healing are the subjects
treated of in this book. They have
been approached in a truly scientific
spirit of careful and patient research.
A book of surpassing interest. Many
of the later chapters will rank high
in psychic literature.

First |
Cheap
Edition
of this
remarkable
book.

A RECORD OF 15 YEARS
OF PSYCHIC RESEARCH

DEATH’S

DOOR ~h
AJAR

Now 2/6

RIDER
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