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AS IN THE DAYS OF PAUL

CHRISTIANITY NEEDS ALLIANCE
WITH SPIRITUALISM

By GERALDINE CUMMINS

J AM going to write principally about the last book ot the Cleophas Scripts.

It is called When Nero Was Dictator (reviewed in Light of July 13th by
Mr. Shaw Desmond). The other published books of this series are The Scripts
of Cleophas, Paul in Athens and The Great Days of Ephesus.

| 0 those who have not heard of these Scripts, | must explain that they are
a history of Apostolic times communicated to me through what Dame Edith
Lyttelton calls “ influenced writing ” and others call automatic writing. The
MSS. of these Cleophas Scripts was submitted to scholars who are—as Dr.
Lamond has stated in his introduc-
tion to the 2nd edition—*“recognised
scholars representing the Church
and the Universities.”  These
authorities after a careful examina-
tion, wrote : ” If the present record
be in any wise authentic, it is
undoubtedly to be regarded as a
most momentous contribution o
our knowledge of Apostolic times.
It contains much which, on con-
sideration of the life and mentality
of the intermediary, Miss Cummins,
appears quite inexplicable on the
supposition of human authorship.”

Instances of obscure historical
facts recorded through me were
given by these scholars to illustrate
their view that the Scripts contained
a knowledge which | could not have  purl Freeman
acquired in any normal way, and GERALDINE CUMMINS
the evidence suggested that they were communicated to me by those who had
lived in or near that period in history.

The book of this series of the Cleophas Scripts called When Nero Was
Dictator gives an account of an age which, in all that relates to Christianity,
is shrouded in mystery. It tells of the last years of SS. Peter, Paul and
James; of Paul’s meeting with Pomponia Grzecina, the first British woman
saint, of his plans for the conversion of the Britons, of his last meeting with
St. Peter in Rome. It describes St. Peter’s martyrdom and the second trial
when St. Paul appeared before Caesar.

The book also presents a picture of Nero’s court; the intrigues that led
to the Great Fire are related in detail. All the great figures of that age move
through strange and violent events that, historically speaking, make of these
seven years one of the most important periods in the spiritual history of the
world.
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At the opening of the book, Paul’s first trial and his
release are described. At the time, Linus is overseer
of the Church in Rome. He reads to Paul a letter from
James, who, in the name of the Apostles, bids Paul
seek honourable retirement in order to preserve his
health; for James is afraid that Paul, who has roused
up hatred and turmoil through his preaching, may
cause further trouble which would fall upon the
Christians, now that he is free to preach again to the
people. But for Paul retirement is impossible, and he
longs to go to Spain. So he decides that he will hold
what Spiritualists might call a séance, which the saints
called * the Hour of the Watch.” Here is an extract
from the book describing it :

.““Mark, Linus, Trophimus, Aristarchus, Crescens,
Luke, Andronicus and Junios all gathered together
after fasting and prayer in the upper chamber of Paul’s
hired house. Paul tarried. No man dared summon
him. They did but kindle two rushlights, setting them
in rings that were welded into the walls. At last he
entered the chamber, and with humility asked Linus to
bless the brethren, for he said : ‘ | am least among ye
all, a worn tool, whose blade is blunted; wherefore |
am of no more service to anyone of ye who are in ffie
bloom of your years, strong in faith and in under-
standing.’

“ No man dared answer this saying; but they were
filled with shame. At times the Saint had an edge upon
his speech which did wound; for all these men knew
well that their labours, their sacrifices were as naught
besides those of Paul of Tarsus.

*“ Again he spoke, asking Linus to commence with
prayer. Humbly this brother hastened to obey, though
he greatly desired that the Apostle should take the
leadership. But he feared rebuke, feared the sternness
that glimmered in the eyes of the Master of Tarsus.

*“ And when prayer had been offered and the" Great
Words of Life spoken, all partook of the Cup ol
Remembrance. There then stole within that chamber
the peace that quells bitterness, the peace that consumes
littleness of spirit and pride, the noble rqueace that passes
man’s understanding. It reigned within the hearts of
all so that they were gathered within Christ in that
hour, their minds lifted up to the lofty places beyond
the ken of men.

“ And behold, the noise of the rain and the wind
passed from their hearing as they seemed to dwell in
this Hour of the Watch in another world, remote from
the Babylon which surrounded them in that time.

The story of a fateful psychic revelation is then

tO* So, in this holy Hour, Paul’s spirit withdrew from

his Shape of Light. Slowly it passed from it; and
though the eyes of the men present only perceived that
the Saint had fallen into what seemed a deep sleep, yet
a Mystery was accomplished as shall be declared.

“ A soft chill air blew through that chamber, and
the rushlights danced and winked. Then a pale mist
enveloped them and the light was dimmed. Now were
the minds of the brethren drawn back from that other
world, and they gazed eagerly upon Paul, who lay there
bent and shrunken, his countenance still as a stone.
And all grew afraid as time passed and he made no
stir. They yearned to pray, to cry out their strange
fear, but dumbness locked their tongues. So they made
obeisance to the Mighty Presence that filled the lone
chamber, holding all fast.

“ Soon, as little stars dance upon the hill-tops, so did
little lights flit to and fro and the dimness passed. A
radiance came from out of the person of Paul, and it
was shaped into the likeness of an angel. Then the
brethren bowed to the ground before it, and all heard
the same speech, words that were spoken to Linus,
now chief elder in that gathering: * Behold, | bear to
thee the Will of the Most High, and it may not be
gainsaid by any man. Let Paul, our servant, gather
to him trusty companions and seek a ship which will
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carry him to Spain. He is bidden make haste, for his
years are numbered, and he may not tarry in one place
any long time. Wherefore, we conjure thee, Linus,
to make smooth the road of Paul : that he may depart
as speedily as his course can be shaped. He shall
journey through Spain into Gaul, where the word of
the Holy Spirit will again be declared to him.’

“ Linus strove to speak, but he could not make any
sound. The breeze blew through that chamber, the
little stars came again, were whirled and tossed about,
and other voices were heard. Then slowly did tHfe
radiance and the glory fade; the Shape of Light passing
from the sight of the brethren, and they were aware
only that with a loud noise of thunder the Mighty
Presence swept from that chamber, and the quiet of
earth gathered within i cc again.

“ In all that time Paul as a sleeper who has
passed beyond the borders of dreafflr  tosses not to
and-fro,..but- lies- stillHis lips framed nd
limbs made no sign. He was held fast by that
One who had entered his Body of Light and declared
the Will of God.”

So Paul disregards U>c biddwwvui Jainus, head j
the Chuftih,” ai witfejMw command given in
this Hour of the Wa'tch. He goes to Spain, where we
learn how he laid the foundations of the Church oi
Spain, and then returned to Rome.

But it is Peter, and not Paul, who is in Rome at the
time of the Great Fire which raged for nine days and
destroyed a great part of the city. St. Peter is
among the first martyrs who were crucified m Nero s
garden ; so his disciples beg him to fly to a safe hiding
place in North Italy. But he does not go. He rallies
them with brave words. And in that hour of despair
and terror offers up a prayer called The breat
Thanksgiving, to which he adds a pledge that they will
remain faithful to the end whatever the torment, rhe

prayer runs as follows

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

“ Lord of Sun, Moon and Stars, we render thanks
to Thee. Lord of the first three elements, Heaven,
Earth and Air, we utter our praise. Lord of Birth,
Life and Death, we render Thee homage, praising 1 y
Name, the One and Only God. God the Father, God
the Son, God the Holy Spirit, Three in One. Creator
of everything that lives and moves, we worship Ihee
and give thanks that Thou hast brought us to this day,
guarding us from the perils that surround us
preserving our lives as we journey along the dark ways
of earth. We, Thy children in Christ, bless I hee for
having bestowed on us the knowledge of our Saviour
of His Holv Life, His Sacrifice upon the Tree, so that
we should be saved and redeemed from the sm o
Adam, from the transgression of Eve.

“ We, Jews and Gentiles, bond and free, abide
within the Fold of the Great Shepherd, and though of
divers nations, of divers states of life,, we are one in
the thanksgiving we offer Thee, one in love, one
faith and charity. Wherefore, all the days of ou
earthly journeyings we serve |hee and render honou
to TFR/ Name. ] ) (<

“ And we vow that neither the torment of fire, oi thgp
cross, nor the menace of wild beasts, shall turn us from
the worship of the One True God. Neither the Prince
of the air, nor principalities and powers shall preva
and win from us denial of the Name above every name.
Glory to It. Amen.”

The outlook for all that is spiritual may seem dark
and rather hopeless at the present time. But when we
read of the extraordinary courage of these few obscure
Christians, as they faced torture and ignominious
death in Nero’s reign, our hope for the future is
restored. For these few Christians left an imperish-
able memory that eventually triumphed over Caesar,
over their omnipotent dictators.

The hero in man cannot be destroyed.
this heroism be evoked again?  Surely,

But how ma
throug



wa’"BanT of conspirators.
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Christianity . allied to Spiritualism.  These first
Christians triumphed over Caesar, firstly, through their
faith in Christ, their vision of God and, secondly,
through their faith in Spiritualism, in the promise of
immortality as it was demonstrated in the Resurrection.

We should also bear in mind that St. Paul was con-
verted to that faith through his own psychic power,
through his vision on the road to Damascus.

PAUL’S SECOND TRIAL

| should like to quote a further extract from When

ero Was Dictator, which describes the close of Paul’s
second trial. It seems to show how true spirituality
can confound the dictator even when he is surrounded
by all the witness of temporal power. It is necessary
to mention that just before this trial Nero has been
terrified by a vision of the many people he had caused
to be tortured or muidered. So his thoughts dwell on
what may happen to him in a future life. The extract
from the book runs as follows :

“ Paul took up the word, and for the last time to a
rhat'audience told of the appearance of Christ on the
.road to Damascus. He was the Son of God who, in
the guise of m;in. had died upon the Cross and again

had shown Himse'T in light, thus declaring the abolition
of death and the promise of immortality. It was not to
one only, but tc as many as five hundred He had
appeared in prev ous times. Then Paul spoke of his
own encounter w th the Master, of what it had meant
to him and of whs t it might mean to the Gentiles. Some
listened eagerly, some murmured that it was the tale
of a witless wanderer, others scarcely heeded the words,
so held were they by the voice and by the change in
this old bent man. For now his withered face was as
the face of an angel. And slowly, surely, in the
presence of this illumination there fell a hush upon all
the court.

“ Nero’s head was sunk upon his breast, his brow
clouded. But suddenly he rose up and asked as if in
jest, though his voice trembled : * O Seer of the Unseen,
shall Caesar reign over the empire of the dead? '

“ It was a challenge. Paul answered boldly,
uttering his own sentence of death : 1 There is justice
and mercy in the heart of Caesar. Wherefore he should
understand me when | say that Caesar will not reign
over an empire beyond the tomb. For there the first
shall be last, the last first.

“ It was a noble appeal to the young Emperor, who
in these latter years had been lost in the shadows of
his darkening life. But there came fierce cries of:
‘ Shame, shame, from the body of the court. All was
noise and confusion as Tigellinus bent forward and
whispered in Npro’s ear: ' This fellow is the head of
Sentence him quickly to
crucifixion and be done with him.

“ Then Ca?sar stood up, made a sign, and the
wrathful murmuring of the people faded into a silence
that was still and deep. * It is time to give judgment,
he said. ‘' On the first count | find the prisoner guilty.
As chief of the Galileans he is dangerous to authority
in our twenty-five provinces. It has been clearly shown

<by witnesses that he has passed his life in stirring up

Rebellion and in plotting against the State. You all
know that the penalty for such treason is death. As a
Roman citizen the prisoner may have the privilege of
execution. He shall die by the sword.

“ Here Nero hesitated and faltered in his speech.
Paul fastened his eyes upon him, saying gently,
sorrowfully : * | pray that this sin will not be laid to
thy charge, Caesar.’

“ And these two eyed each other, and again they
were as man to man, But Nero could not bear those
eyes for any long time. Muttering, ' magician,
sorcerer,” he fell back into the judgment seat and
covered his face with his cloak.

“ Never for the Romans had there been such a
strange spectacle.  Cassar confounded; greatness,
majesty overturned. But speedily the ushers cleared
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the court, and Paul was led away by the guard and
lodged in the Tullianum prison beneath the earth.”

And then we are given a description of Paul’s last
gaysﬁ his last meeting with Timothy and his fearless

eath.

In certain respects, these seven years of Nero’s reign
resemble our own time. There was the same
materialism and worship of wealth and power, a
similar enslavement of thousands, and similar cruelties
were practised under the dictator rule then as now.
But in spite of them, it is an inspiring period in history
because of the purity of life and the splendid heroism
of these few Christians headed by Paul, Peter and their
disciples. Masefield has written that *“ the beaten man
becomes a story for ever.” Apparently defeated at that
time, the Christians of A.D. 60—70 left behind them a
story that will never die, and also an ideal that in this
20th century when all liberty is menaced, this age of
slaves and dictators, holds out a hope, a promise for
the morrow.

When we reflect on the complete fearlessness of these
early Christians in the face of every horror, we would
do well to remember that their faith was founded on
Christianity and Spiritualism. These two were one in
those days, but they have drifted apart in modern
times.

Some years ago the Rev. Frederic Spurr wrote:
* Spiritualism has rendered the great service of
restoring to us belief in the communion of Saints. Its
great defect, as organised, is that it finds no adequate
place for Jesus Christ. Somehow, it has missed Him.
In any final synthesis, then, the Spiritualistic move-
ment must give Jesus Christ His proper place. Until
it does so it can never fulfil its real mission. It will
remain crippled and ineffective. It would be a tragedy
were a movement labelled * Spiritual © to perish
because it lacked the dynamic whereby alone it could
become truly spiritual . . . The Churches, too, on their
part, will have to move out. The Spiritualist movement
is a challenge to the Church to recover the full Christian
teaching about the future life.”

This is the friendly criticism of the Rev. Frederic
Spurr. But | feel that if the Christian religion is to be
revivified it is undoubtedly necessary for the Church to
acknowledge the facts and findings of Spiritualism.
We know that some of the Modernists, certain clergy-
men of the Church of England through ignorance of
Psychical Research, deny or question the reported
miracles in the gospels. A little knowledge of
Spiritualism would lead them to accept these miracles.

Spiritualism is even more important for the man
in the street. For it can convert people from a hopeless
materialism to a belief in the communion of saints and
a belief in spiritual values. But Christianity is even
more necessary to Spiritualism if Spiritualism is to
survive and become a power that will give back to the
nations a sense of the future life and a sense of the
spiritual brotherhood of man, that spiritually there are
neither black races nor white, neither Aryans nor non-
Aryans, but all are one in Christ.

Before closing, | should like to repeat to you a
guotation from a small book called The Childhood of
Jesus, communicated through me. It seems suitable
in this time of anxiety and apprehension when few
people are entirely free from the fear of great and-
devastating war. The quotation runs as follows.
“ One counsel | give thee. Be not afraid. Fear is
nothing but the betrayal of the succour offered by the
Spirit. Be not roused to wrath. Let not any wind of
passion penetrate thine understanding. For the shaken
mind and body cannot serve the Great Power.”

And yet one more quotation from the Messenger of
Cleophas: ““Be without fear. Remember that the
whole story of the earth, from its beginning to its end,
is but an hour in the endless design, the endless dream
of God.”

(From an address delivered at a service Of the
Spiritualist Community, in Wigmore Hall, London.)
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LILLY'S PREDICTION

THE PLAGUE AND FIRE OF LONDON
By the Hon. RALPH SHIRLEY

OF all astrological predictions (in spite of its vagueness

in point of time) perhaps that of William Lilly of
the plague and fire of London has obtained the widest
celebrity. Though published long before the date of
these catastrophes, the accuracy of its fulfilment, both
with regard to these occurrences and also in connection
with the overthrow of the Commonwealth Government
and the death of Oliver Cromwell himself, renders it of
very special significance. Another point of particular
interest to the astrologer lies in the fact that Lilly
specifically stated in making his prediction that Virgo
“is assuredly the ascendant of the English Monarchy
but Aries of the Kingdom.”

Now it is worthy of notice that during the recent
crisis commencing with the death of George V. and
ending with the abdication of Edward VI1II. (now Duke
of Windsor), Neptune was passing through Virgo, while
Saturn was in the opposite sign of Pisces,N" a_ %
exact time of the abdication of Edward V= »
planets were in close opposition to each other. ]

It is also significant that Mars was m the sign Aries
at the death of Queen Victona, and at the death of hei
predecessor William 1V. Mars was also tn Virgo, and
Uranus in the opposing sign Pisces. . _

It is true that no maléfic planet occupied Virgo at
the death of Edward VII., but Saturn had been transiting
Aries and was still in the latter degrees of the sign at

ACuriously enough the appearance of a comet is
associated'(a la Shakespear as | might phrase it) with
to King'sdeath, a story in connection with which 1

mit ST/ fificanFthat the year named by Lilly (1608),

as the date of the “ aphelium of Mars in Virgo was the
“ate of Oliver Cromwell’s death. On the basis of his
" absis ” Lilly predicted ““a great mutation unto this

m>X7?\/ntheg>XTreason to assume that the sign
Virgo has reference not to any particular dynasty, but to

X h.““2i by «« »P 'to fto?».

wellogpes) PIfgFe"

brediction is given as T648-N0

NT re>\—¢ toFltteFblmg s”"nbolicaUy

shown by twin children (representin(i:] Gemini, the si®i
+Wverd MBS TP PR Y VT uRe B Bohnd C 9%
published byPMessrs. Bell and Sons. The dates of the

S e and fire, it may be remembered, were respectively
1665 and 1666. The question arises, why was the
predictions made so many years in advance of the
astronomical phenomena to which it refers. Lillys
prediction was as follows

LILLY’S PREDICTION

In the year 1658 the aphelium of Mars, who is
the general signification of England, will be in Virgo,
which is assuredly the ascendant of the English

. Monarchy ; but Aries of the Kingdom.

When this absis therefore of Mars shall appear
in Virgo, who shall expect less than a strange
catastrophe of human affairs in the Common-
wealth, Monarchy and Kingdom of England?

There will then, either in or about these times or

near that year or within ten years more or less of
that time, appear in this Kingdom so strange a
revolution of fate, so grand a catastrophe and
great mutation unto this Monarchy and Government
as never yet appeared; of which, as the times
now stand, | have no liberty or encouragement to
deliver my opinion; only it will be ominous to
London and to her merchants at sea to her traffio”®
on land, to her poor, to her rich, to all sorts oW’
people inhabiting in her or her liberties, by
reason of sundry fires and a consuming plague.
It was contended by Commander Morrison, the founder
of Zadkiel's Almanac (first.published for the year 1831),
that these misfortunes were to the transit of the
fixed star Beta Tauri, or the Bulls h Horn, over

London’s ascendant, which he computed a
Gemini, but it will have been noted that Lilly-in

c-ss .""i"biwvsTtT C »fixx—d
atiA="? N«Irto« b.l hisven. <»»«» i
the year 1555), is extremely obscure and he gives, no
clea%/lndlcatlozw as to any gpproxmate gate, gm does

he connect the fire in any way with a preceding PN
His verse, in the old French of the period, runs as
follows -— . R . #
“Le sang du juste a Londres fera faute
Bruslez par feu, de vingt et trois, les six.
La dame antique cherra de place haute
De méme secte plusieurs seront occis.

It requires great ingenuity to associate this prediction
with the fire of London. Who, one may ask is the
iust one ” to whom the prediction refers. (The
prediction, we may observe, dates from the reign o

9Tonans"ver'has ever been given to this. And what is
indicated by “ of twenty and three ULs“™bvi0UJ,
distort this into a reference to A.D. 1666 is odviou

absurd. But perhaps still more ri“~"ou Z—=— aHe"
to identify “ La dame antique with St. Paul s Catrieara
on the assumption that it was built on the rums ofae
ancient temple of the Virgin Huntress, Diana. The
truth is, no sense has ever been made of Potion

in_F]uestior], nor is_any, | am afraid, ever hkeIY to be.
. The entire credit for foretelling both the plague and
firdof London belongs to William Lilly alone,and”th

fact that this was recognised at the time: is pro
bv his having been summoned on October 22nd,
to give evidence before the Committee aPP0I"'ted**
enquire into the causes of the fire in questmn The
record of his cross-examination by Sir Robert ? ¢t
on behalf of the Committee is still extant. Parliament
was obviously anxious to discover if, as rumourF, n rfiin
the fire had been caused by some popish plot, ofi whic
those. days there was constant apprehensioi.
in his statement before the Committee observel
“1 conclude that it was the finger of God ,but wh *
instrument he used thereunto I am ignorant. :
“ The Committee,” adds Lilly, seemed well pleas ,,
with what | spoke, and dismissed me with great ciym
I have given this prediction rather on account o
historical interest than its bearing on any deducti
that a modem astrologer would be likely to have dr
from the astronomical phenomenon referred to. ma
one is inclined to assume that Lilly must have
something more to go upon in his forecast than
presence of Mars in Virgo at the time of its aPh**h
or maximum distance from the sun. The fact that
made the prediction and the words in which he made
are matters of history. The prediction has been so on
referred to that it seemed to me of interest to quo
Lilly's ipsissima verba. /
Aries, the diurnal house of Mars (so termed astroi”™
cally has long been regarded as the sign of the ¢odi
(Continued at foot of next column)

]
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DISCOVERING A LOST LANGUAGE

By FREDERIC H. WOOD
Ah-yit a (r) zoola!”™ (*“ 1 come to the end! ™).

\™ITH these words in a strange tongue, or xenoglossy,

the Lady Nona, Rosemary’s Egyptian Guide,
opened a new chapter in Psychical Research. They
were spoken eight years ago, at the close of one of our
isittings. Rosemary’ thought it was a phrase of farewell,
and Mr. Howard Hulme’s subsequent translation showed
it to be so.

But it was also a beginning. This phrase, in the pure
Egyptian speech of the Pharaohs, was but the first of
1,500 now in the Rosemary Records. Some, like it,
are relative in character: that is, they relate to the
context, or to some external fact or information. Thus
No. 1475, spoken on July 6th last, followed Rosemary’s
impression of contemporary events : “ We shall again be
brought to the edge of War,” she said, “ and then it
will be just averted. | see black clouds and guns fired,
but they do not obscure the whole sky. Siena m dd
(to cishta ' ”

Subsequent translation ol the last phrase, “ The
aggression (war-fever) is bound to pass away,” shows
the relationship. It is correct Egyptian, in form, gram-
mar, and pronunciation, although the normal Rosemary
does not understand either of those things.

Other phrases are responsive : that is, they are Nona’s
answers in Egyptian to my questions in English. Some-
times the answer is given both in Egyptian and with its
English translation, in what | have termed bi-lingual
xenoglossy. Thus when | asked for the Egyptian word
for ““talk,” Nona replied “moéwda." | pressed for a
context embodying the word: “i méwda en 6w ta,”
“ We talk and this comes,” replied Nona in one and same
breath. Egyptian syntax is different from ours. “ Talk
we comes this ” was the Egyptian word-order of Nona’s
phrase, yet she passed from one to the other without
effort.. How was it done? Does the Egyptian com-
municator impress her thought upon Rosemary’s mind,
for the latter to transform into English phraseology ?

That brings us to another point. Rosemary is a
reincarnation of Vola, a Syrian girl who was con-
temporary with Nona in Egypt 3,300 years ago. | am
quite sure of that, and my new book will show in-
controvertible evidence to prove it. Vola, who once
spoke Egyptian, is still very much alive in her English
counterpart. What are the several parts played in this
linguistic drama by Nona, Vola, and Rosemary ? This
will be another point discussed in the new book written
since Ancient Egypt Speaks appeared two years ago.

Nona’shi-lingual phrases also prove that the Egyptians
knew more about psychic facts than do modern Egypto-
logists. There is a little word which the latter
transliterate as ““sw/,” and translate as ““shadow.”

(Continued from previous column)

ruling England, just as Taurus is held to be the Irish
sign.  There seems to be considerable historical
justification for this assumption, just as there is for the
dissociation of Taurus with Ireland. The Phoenix Park
'murders took place on the day of a triple juncture of
Saturn, Neptune and the Sun in this sign. On the same
day the Crown Prince of Germany was bom. Astrologers
shook their heads at the coincidence and said that he
would never come to the throne. There was a double
threat in the conjunction to both father and son.
So too, Gemini has always been associated with the
City of London and, among countries, with the United
States. As the diurnal house of Mercury, it typifies
business activity. When Uranus transited this sign
the American War of Independence broke out. Its
next transit coincided with the war between North and
South. It re-enters Gemini, accompanied by Saturn
in the summer of 1942, Some very critical years will
follow in the history of America.

Dr. Alan Gardiner, the greatest living authority on
graphic Egyptian, states that it was “ viewed as a being
distinct from, and as it were the double of, the person to
whom it belonged.” (Eg. Gram, p. 173). It should be
noted that Dr. Gardiner’s definition is not based upon
psychic experience, but upon his wide knowledge of
Egyptian texts.

Now let us see how Nona used the word in bi-lingual
communication. “ The Vola-personality,” she once
told me, “ acts apart from me, but were | to withdraw
from her now, the speech-memories might go, but the
personal memories would remain : a shoota eta."

My translation, “ Were the shadow removed,” shows
the bi-lingual element. It further suggests that the
Egyptians knew all about Spirit-Guides, and that
Gardiner’s definition was better than he knew. Every
reader of this article will now know what “ sW ” means,
and even the Egyptologist may learn.

Let us take another case. The modem scholar looks
upon the Egyptian belief in the Tuat, or Duat, as a mere
superstition. Budge defines it as *“ a very ancient name
for the land of the dead.” Gardiner is less com-
plimentary—* netherworld.”  Nona pronounces it
“ Do6o-a," in accordance with Egyptian usage, for even
scholars know that the final “ t ” was seldom sounded.
She uses it with dramatic effect on the gramophone
record made last year on the morning of my lecture to
the members of the International Institute for Psychical
Research. Replying to the attack made on this case by
Professor Gunn, Nona answers *“ aranta, Doo-a efan
iem—" (* Because of this, those in the Spirit-World—")
and proceeds to deal with Gunn according to his deserts.

My analysis of that gramophone record forms a special
chapter in the new book, together with an Appendix
which refers the reader to standard Egyptian dictionaries
for the words used thereon by Nona. Scholars will thus
not only learn for the first time how the Egyptians spoke—
for at present they are utterly ignorant of Egyptian
vowels, and have wrongly guessed the sounds of some of
the consonants—but they will also leam that the
“swt” and “dwat” were not idle superstition, but
psychic facts.

But the mere resuscitation of Egyptian speech will
ultimately prove to be of the smallest importance in
this remarkable case. It is the most important case of
“ speaking in tongues ” in all history, but its real
significance lies in the proof it offers that nothing ever
dies. It may seem to do so, and be forgotten like the
speech of Ancient Egypt, but somewhere it lives on.
Those who once spoke this dead tongue, like Nona and
Vola, may have died and passed through other lives and
other spheres, learning new languages as they went,
and perchance new methods of communication. But
there appears to come a time when they may re-enter
what Miss Cummins' Guide Silenio so aptly calls “ the
shell of memory,” and re-live the past in thought, and
even re-leam its speech.

Quite recently | asked Nona if indeed the life of ancient
Egypt were still existing. “ A terribly hard question
to answer, Doctor,” she replied: * because to you,
whose minds function only in the actual present, it is
impossible to give sound reasons for what | say.

“ Nevertheless, | do say it, and you can accept it with
any reservations you wish : the life of Egypt is here
to-day, and will ever persist. By ‘life’ | mean the
indestructible force which manifested in that phase.
Once created, it can never die. Past, future and present
are indissolubly one, a great trinity.”

| must admit that | regard this as Nona's hardest
saying. It is a nut beyond my capacity to crack. |
have mastered in two years the scholastic outlines of the
Egyptian language, and | should not now be ashamed
or afraid to meet my enemies in the gate: but this
saying of Nona's appears to reach out into a fourth
dimension, and | give it up.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(The views and statements of correspondents are not
necessarily endorsed by the Editor, who occasionally
prints, in the interests of free discussion, letters with
which he does not agree.)

CONFUCIUS AND SURVIVAL

Sir,—Mr. Prevost Battersby in his reply to my
criticism in Light of 20th July brings forward a
powerful battery of eminent Sinologues to consolidate
his point of view; and, as a result, | should be com-
pletely overawed in daring to controvert their state-
ments. He also selects certain quotations from the
writings of Confucius to prove his contentions.

On the other hand, there are writings of Confucius
which show that, at other times, he did acknowledge
the existence of spirits, such as the one | have
originally quoted, viz., “The Spirits are everywhere,
above us, to right, to left, and they encompass us on
all sides. These Spirits, however, for all that they are
subtle and imperceptible, make themselves manifest in
the corporeal forms of beings, but, by the very nature
of their essence, they cannot manifest themselves
under any real form whatsoever.”

if this is not a direct acknowledgment of the belief
in spirits, although they are not of the definite nature
as believed in by Spiritualists, it is difficult to know
what is.

In his book, the ““la-hio,” (the perfecting of oneself)
Confucius also states, '‘Death is not destruction pro-
perly so called, but a decomposition which resolves
each substance into its natural states. The intellectual
substance again ascends to heaven from which it
came, the animal spirit KHI unites with its aerial
fluid, and the terrestial and agueous substances turn
once more to earth and water.”

The fact remains that Confucius believed in a form
of survival, which became the basis of ancestor
worship. . .

| have no competent Library at hand to which 1 can
refer, but | quote the following from The History of
Religions by E. Washburn Hopkins, Ph.D., LI.D.,
Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philosophy of
Yale University. Writing of Confucius, he says, t
is absolutely correct to say that he believed in Heaven,
if not in God, but he certainly taught that the best
way to treat the spirits was to let them alone. He
implied to his disciples that no man can know anything
about spirits, or life after death, and that it was more
important for a man to know himself, and to attend
to his present life than to worry about spirits and the
life to come; also, when his disciples asked if they
should pray for him in his extreme illness, he replied,
*My praying has been for a long time, implying that
he had long ceased to pray, having nothing to repent
of and no favours to ask of the Spirits of the upper
and lower worlds;* and, finally, ““Confucianism is a
system of morality, rather than of religion. Ye it
must not be forgotten that it was a religious mattei
with Confucius to worship Igghosts.” o

| think, therefore, that although his views may have
fluctuated from time to time, he actually believed in

ANT AT ~—t=ze and Tao-ism, this philo-

sopher distinguished opposite elements in the human
soul-one, the "Hues,” or spirit, the other Phi, the
semi-material. ""Hues” is the subtle male principle,
the intellectual soul, divine in essence, which can move
anywhere and does not perish. It is united to the
vital soul, and the sentient principle Phi, and
between them animates the human body.

““Not to know that man is immortal, says Lao-tze,
“is to be given over to error, and all sorts of
cala I:E:{tes\'/vhich is subtle and spiritual in man is the
portion of heaven; that which pertains to the flesh and
blood is the portion of earth.

The following are extracts from the writings of
some of his immediate disciples :
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“The Earth and Heaven are carried through space
and interpenetrate each other.”

“The breath of life is dispersed, but the Spirit, the
Soul, the divine principles of intelligence, are pre-
served after death.”

“There is no absorption of the individuality into the

“Tao,” because individuality is not entirely
perishable;” and finally, ““Death is the commence-
ment of life.”

Such conceptions are remarkable, as being practi-
cally identical with the most up-to-date teachings
Modern Spiritualism.

Tao-ism teaches that the actions of the present life
are either rewarded, or punished, in the life beyond,
and its moral code inculcates charity, benevolence,
virtue, the agency of free-will, and the spiritual
responsibility of man.”

Doubtless, as is so often the casein most ancient
religions, the modern presentment ol if*pdiiciples has
become degraded amongst the illiterate Chin*Sey-Jrut,
so far as our personal experiences are concerned,
way in which the religious observances are carried out
arc of a far higher standard.

Tao-ists with whor/we came in contact enabled us to

experience its practice at its best. )
It is impossible for me to know whether Dr. Lewis

Hodous, the authority quoted by Mr. Battersby, had
similar opportunities of personal contact, or whether
he is expressing opinions gained simply by hearsay, or
from general impressions. He is no doubt an eminent
Sinologue, but he may also, and probably is, biased
from an orthodox Christian standpoint.

In speaking with Mr. Wellington Koo, the well
known Chinese Ambassador, with whom we travelled
from Shanghai to Tientsin, he informed us that many
of the communications received through | ao-ist sand-
diviners are of a transcendental nature, far above the
normal mentality of the individuals, and he ought to

knOn\onclusion, may | say that | have no quarrel with

Mr. Battersby, but was simply criticising the critic
from the results of personal experience, independent
research, and reading upon the spot. | do not, how-

ever, ﬁropose to continue the discussion lurther.
E. A. S. Hayward, O.B.E.

GHOSTS: A CONJECTURE

Sir —One reads and hears of spectral figures and of
spectral happenings occurring to the physical or to
the extra-sensory sight of certain persons on a certain
day of the year. 1 have no record with me of sue
annual recurrences; but | expect there are records and
a list of such regular annual appearances might oe
made by those who can get at the authorities.

The thought has come to me (perhaps foolishl})
for such annual occurences a possible explanation
might be this: the Ether, through which the world
with its belt of air whizzes, may be solid or stationary.
The radiations of the deeper human thoughts may
perhaps cause an impression on that Ether, as on
photographic film. The whole scene may become
printed on the Ether, and may become visible tor
few seconds to a Sensitive who happens at t at sa
day to be on that spot. In a few seconds the worn
has buzzed on past the film.

Sounds, too, as of galloping horses might leave
impression on the Ether, and be picked up by sen
tive ears on the night in question. ]

| claim no intimacy with Science; but if as | ie?
there are many such annual visions, there may
some understandable, physical law which contro

them.

India. 1,7
[Note.—Astronomers say that owing to the num»

of different movements, the earth is not likely ever

pass twice through the same spot in space. Psyc ()

metry indicates that impressions are made on materia

and that they can afterwards be sensed by certain

people.—Editor. ]
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“SURVIVAL” AND "ETERNAL LIFE”

Sir—Aou evidently did not see that the answer to
your criticism of Mr. Blyton’s Hibbert Journal article
was given by Mr. G. N. M. Tyrrell on your front page
(July 27th), who candidly admits that the majority of
people do not regard supernormal events as having "any
particular importance or wish to investigate them. He
then quotes J. B. S. Haldane, who is more interested in
bio-chemistry than in his post-mortem career (if any).
He might have added the names of H. G. Wells and
Bertrand Russell, who have a horror of survival.

This is, of course, natural. These worthies have
no idea (and probably do not want to have an
idea) of what the Eternal Life of Christian (and also
Neo-Platonic and Hermetic) teaching really is. Per-
sonality implies limitation—as of a mask. A mask is
something you put on and take off. Haldane, Wells and
Russell arc sensible enough not to desire this mere mask-
like existence—the survival of the earthly personality.

“ Surviving death '"is not ““ conquering death.” | may
* survive ” a disease or a storm : | cannot claim to have
“conquer.'i  <nhJkt. .\uJ ihi> is All. Blyton's point
when lie emphasises the New Life, the regeneration
effected by faith, love and vivid relationship to a
Person : the after-life is no mere hang-over from this
worldly existence, but an unimaginably richer life.
(Of course you may say very- few people realise this:
but Christ never said the majority would ; anyhow the
Christian Church must bear witness to His teaching.)

Neither did Mr. Blyton mean that man’s natural life
has no direct relation to his “ eternal life,” as you suggest,
nor did Christ separate the two. First the psychic,
then the spiritual, says St. Paul. A chrysalis and a
butterfly do not resemble each other; yet thereis a
very real relation between them ; so also between the
psychic and the spiritual. Attempts to prove the
suvival of the “ chrysalis ” do not attract me as much
as the achievement of the “ butterfly.” And hence
the “gulf” between popular Spiritualism and the
Christian Faith.

(Rev.) A. H. E. Lee.

(Note—Mr. Blyton wrote: “ There is no simple
linear continuation of the temporal consciousness, the
world-formed ego with its mundane culture and its
pursuits and interests in time and place.” If there is
no “ linear continuation,” there can be no direct relation
between the earth-life and the eternal life of which Mr.
Blyton speaks. There is linear continuation between
the chrysalis and the butterfly. It is obvious that
“ survival ” does not ensure * eternal life,” which, as
many people believe, may be conditional, but Mr. Lee
will surely admit that if there be no ““survival ” there
can be no “eternal life ” in the sense of a life after
death. Also, the fact that people do not recognise the
importance of super-normal events does not in any-
way diminish their importance.—Editor).

FAITH, VIRTUE AND KNOWLEDGE

Sir,-—I feel | must draw attention to the fact that
h the words ““add to your faith, knowledge™ are consis-
" tently attributed to St. Paul while they are really to
be found in Il Peter, i. 5. Also, the correct quotation
is ““add to faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge,” etc.
It does seem to me very important that virtue should
come before knowledge of psychic matters (it is in
this connection that the quotation is most often used)
for we believe that like attracts like—that a virtuous
person will attract sincere and truthful spirits.

There is, however, a rendering given by Greber in
his translation of the New Testament which reads
““Be jealously intent upon supplementing faith with
virtue, virtue with true self-knowledge,” which I,
personally, feel is truer to the context in which it
appears than the one in which it is so often quoted.

E. G. Wills,
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E. M. HARVEY—A FAMOUS HEALER

AT Hulham House, Atlas Way, Napa, California,

on July 17th, Miss E. M. Harvey passed into the
High Life, and in her passing, earth has lostaremarkable
trance Medium endowed from childhood with rare
psychic gifts.

Readers will recall the great work carried on through
her by Dr. Beale from the Other Side of life. For many'
years Hulham House, Exmouth, was the centre of this
work and several hundred patients—many of whom
had been given up by earth-doctors—were successfully-
treated by him there.

Those who remember Miss Harvey will call to mind
her unselfish devotion to the cause of Spiritualism.
Together with her friend, Miss Chilton, she made
Hulham House a home of rest and healing to rich and
poor, and none who attended them will ever forget
the psychic gatherings and the spiritual services held
in the little chapel. Always frail in health, her bright
courageous spirit remained undaunted by suffering or
difficulty.

One of the most noticeable traits of her mediumship
was its versatility. She was able to lend herself easily
to a great number of different Controls, and this enabled
her to cany on a wonderful work of rescue amongst
earth-bound spirits. Her helper, Mrs. Gibson (also well-
known in the psychic world), talked with these spirits,
when they controlled Miss Harvey; and, with the aid
of those on the Other Side, persuaded them to leave the
earth and go forward in the Life Beyond. Many old
ruins, Churches and Cathedrals were visited by these
two in order to help to free them from haunting spirits
and very remarkable experiences accompanied their
Visits.

In 1927, Miss Chilton and Miss Harvey left Exmouth
for California, where, for a time, they carried on a similar
work of healing, but the laws of the United States
made this much more difficult than in England.

Miss Harvey was last in England in the summer of
1938, but she was then in poor health, which grew
steadily worse on her return to California, and the end
came rather suddenly after a severe attack of gastric
haemorrhage.

Those who would like to know more of her work will
find an account of it in The House of Wonder (2/-, Rider),
and in Dr. Beale (John Watkins, 3/6). E.M.S.

# * * *

Mrs. Hewat McKenzie writes: All who remember
the English work will pay tribute to the gallant soul
of “ Miss Rose,” as Miss Harvey was named, and the
willing helper she became for “ Dr. Beale,” who first
cured herself of a serious illness and then made her
his instrument. Our sympathy is extended to Miss
Chilton in the passing of her friend.

We understand that the book One Thing I Know,
by Miss E. M. Storr, in which the story of Miss Harvey’s
mediumship was first sold, is now out of print.

““THE MAN NOBODY KNEW”

Sir,—I| was very interested to read your paragraph
in Light of August 3, and | think it may interest you
to hear that | also have an old card giving the like-
ness of Our Saviour. On the back of the card is
written : “The only true likeness of our Saviour taken
from one worked on a piece of tapestry by command
of Tiberius Caesar and was given from the Treasury of
Constantinople by the Emperor of the Turks to Pope
Innocent VIII. for the redemption of his brother then
a captive of the Christians.”

You will note my copy is said to be taken from a
piece of tapestry while the other is said to be copied
from a portrait caned on an emerald.

| believe my card was purchased by my late
brother from an old bookstall in Bristol about 30 years
ago.

Brenchley, Kent. J. E. Tooxe
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AS WE SEE

MR. HICKEY’S MISTAKE

PEW sayings have gained wider publicity than that

of the Bishop of London (Dr. Ingram) that * five
minutes after death a man is exactly the same as five
minutes before death,” save that he has left his physical
body. It is a saying which Spiritualists accept as stating
a fact of which they have clear and convincing proof;
and it is accepted as a reasonable assumption by at
least some of the Bishop's ecclesiastical colleagues
and the more thoughtful of the laity to whom they
minister.

We doubt, however, whether the implications of the
Bishop's saying are understood by. any very .large
proportion of orthodox (or semi-orthodox) religious
people. For generations the Churches have taught that
death brings a sudden change, towards good or towards
evil, towards heaven or hell; and that, necessarily, a
person’s whole outlook and character arc revolutionised
by that change. This, or something like it, is probably
what Mr. W. J. Blyton had in mind when (as quoted in
Light of July 27th) he wrote in The Hibbert Journal
that “ there is no simple linear continuation of the
temporal consciousness ” in the transition from earth-
life to the after-life.

Contrary to the Bishop of London’s teaching, the
common idea, based on Church creeds and Church
teaching, is that life is not continuous, that the life
after death is a new life with new interests in which all
earth interests are at once swallowed up and forgotten,
and in which men and women become at once either
angels or devils. ) )

n example of this belief in its crudest form is pro-
vided in an article by William Hickey in the Daily
Express of August 11th. The article presents (or rather
misrepresents) some of the features in Miss Gibbes'
“ Prophetic Script ” booklet; and referring to the
activities of the * Financier ” (one of the Communicators)
Mr. Hickey writes: ““To spend eternity studying
market-prices and the squalid intrigues and ambitions
of statesmen | That would, indeed, be Hell.” Mr.
Hickey's assumption clearly is that because the
“ Financier ” is represented as having carried his earth-
interests with him, in what Mr. Blyton would call
“a simple linear continuation,” he must necessarily
retain these interests through eternity, and that what
he does in the first few years of his after-death
condition, he must go on doing for ever—that, in short,
death has ushered him into a static condition from
which he cannot break away.

What is at fault is Mr. Hickey’s imagination—or
possibly the teaching he has absorbed regarding the
life after death. If the “ Financier ” be exactly the
same man immediately after death that he was
before, he will as a matter of course remain interested
in market prices and in the international affairs by
which these prices are affected; but he will also,
as a matter of course, get new interests as his earth-
memories fade, and he will go forward into eternity
following these new interests and so be in no danger of
falling into Mr. Hickey’s Hell.

If Mr. Hickey and his like—who are legion—had
imagination enough to grasp the implications of the
Bishop’s dictum, they would cease to be surprised that
men and women remain men and women on the other
side of death and, for a longer or shorter period, retain
their interest in the people and the things which in-
terested them here.

1T
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TO ICELAND

By HORACE LEAF, F.R.G.S.

QN September 11th, | sail for Reykjavik, the capital

city of Iceland. While there, | shall lecture on
Spiritualism and psychic science and demonstrate
clairvoyance and psychometry. It should be an interest-
ing and by no means difficult undertaking, as | know
from experience that Icelanders take very readily to
Spiritualism.

In the summer of 1929, I spent a week among the”
Icelandic colony in Wynyard, Saskatchewan, Canada,Wt
and | learned to appreciate them very much. Their
sympathetic, unassuming dispositions and their intense
desire to learn all they can about spiritual matters,
convinced me that they are naturally adapted to
understand and properly evaluate supernormal pheno-
mena.

During my stay at Wynyard | had ample opportunity
to see how well they face up to the difficulties of life,
and their faith in God. The beginning of July was rich-—
with promise of a bumper harvest glcelanders in Canada
are almost wholly devoted to farming), everything
favoured a rich return for their months of arduous
labour; suddenly cold winds sprang up and reduced
the crops to the poorest grade. Everyone had practically
lost the results of his work and outlay. It was a terrible
blow. Although only a visitor to Canada, | could not
help feeling the deepest distress for these indefatigable
men and women, who had to face a severe winter with
practically nothing. Yetthere were no bitter complaints.

Nor did it affect their interest in Spiritualism. The
service which | conducted, at the invitation of the Pastor
and the Church Committee, in the little Lutheran Church,
was attended by as enthusiastic a body of people as
I have ever been called upon to address.

There was nothing like mere sentimentality about
their attitude towards Spiritualism and psychic science,
a fact shown by the way in which they criticised a
materialising Medium who had preceded me by a few
months. | concluded that their quiet, spiritual attitude
towards life was well-tempered with a big dose of
commonsense.

I hear that Spiritualism is practically the state
religion of Iceland. Although little is known about
Iceland as a rule, it being off the beaten track of big
ocean-going liners, its people rank among the most
advanced races—if by advancement is meant the general
standard of education and the morals of the people.

It is practically without a policeman. There can
be no better testimony to the high development
of the people than that. While other nations have
improved in general behaviour in proportion to the
increase in their respective police forces, Iceland has
maintained a standard of rectitude which has called
for no increase in that limb of the law.

The size of the country is great compared with the
population, which is not more than one hundred and
thirty thousand. Yet, | have been assured that hundreds
of them will attend my meetings. | must confess to
being surprised when | heard this. They will trek in
from outlying parts under no small difficulties, fon~
Iceland is notorious for its poor roadways. v

The famous Icelandic Sagas show that, from the
beginning, Icelanders believed in the Unseen, and there
are some remarkable stories of ghosts which have become
everywhere accepted as true. These stories are not
always pleasant, as for instance, the “ Saga of Grettir
the Strong.”

The purely Spiritualistic point of view grew apace
about thirty years ago, through the mediumship of the
son of a farmer. His mediumship was investigated by
such capable men as Mr. Einar Kvaran, the founder of
the Icelandic Society for Psychical Research, and
Professor Nielsson, head of the Theological Faculty at
Reykjavik University. | had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Nielsson several times during his frequent visits to

(Continued at foot of next column)
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LOOKING ROUND THE WORLD

INDIANS WELCOME THE ““GOOD NEWS”

MR. and Mrs. V. D. Rishi, of Bombay, have the whole

of India for their “ parish,” and, judging by reports
in the Bulletin of the Indian Spiritualist Society, they
manage to carry the " good news” of proved Survival
to great numbers of their countrymen. Describing
their visit to Bangalore, in South India, Mr. T.
Madhavrad, B.A., says “ people poured in from distant
places like Ananthapur, Jaffra, etc., not to speak of
the local populace, and were greatly comforted and
satisfied by being able to get into touch with their dear
ones in the other world ; the messages were often so
characteristic and evidential in character that the
sitters were overwhelmed by emotion and feeling, and
some even shed tears of joy and wonder.”

In this and other reports in the Bulletin there is no
suggestion of inducing these Indian people to leave
the religion to which they belong—on the contrary,
sitters are advised “ to observe the festivals as usual,”

that in India, as in this countrv Spiritualism can be
presented as the effective al \ of Religion and not as a
rival or antagonist.

FAIRIES AND CONTROLS

An article in 7he Month (Roman Catholic) by
Halliday Sutherland on *“ Robert Kirk and the
Fairies,” deals with an old Scottish legend about a
Minister having been taken away by the Fairies, and
it ends with a declaration by the author of belief in the
possession, by some folk, of a “ sixth sense ” which
enables them to see things invisible to people in whom
this faculty is not developed. * Those who have
studied Spiritualism will,” says the author, “ agree
that there is evidence for the existence of discarnate
intelligences who control the Medium; while there is
a vast amount of fraud in Spiritualism, there arc
undoubtedly honest Mediums who see forms which
other persons do not see, and who receive information
which cannot be explained by Telepathy.”

For a Roman Catholic writer (probably a Jesuit) this
is pretty good, and the large assumption about fraud
may be forgiven, and also the assertion (quite contrary
to fact) that ““ the most honest Mediums have admitted
that they can never be certain about the identity of
their Controls, who often play tricks as spiteful as
those of the Fairies.”

It seems almost as if the author wished to identify
the Controls as Fairies; but then he adds: “ If you
believe that Mediums do see these discarnate forms,
there seems no reason why those with the second sight
should not see and converse with Fairies.” And, in
his final paragraph, he makes the interesting statement
that ““ for myself, only once did | see Fairies, and then
in a Lapland forest.”

What Father Knapp will say about all this can
scarcely be imagined, since he does not admit that there
is even one “ honest Medium.”

(Continued from previous column)
London, previous to his passing to the Higher Life, and
on one or two occasions | acted as Medium for him.

His influence will always be felt among Icelandic
Spiritualists, owing to his brilliant advocacy of the
subject. He was virtually the founder of Spiritualism
in Iceland. He made it a point to interest his theological
students in the subject, as | found when in Wynyard.
The presiding Lutheran minister there was one of Mr.
Nielsson’s converts.

During recent years mediumship has not been so
impressive in Iceland, although circles have been
regularly held, and some efficient Mediums developed.
Needless to say, | am looking forward to meeting them,
some of whom | met in Wynyard, from whence they
returned to their native land.

TURN YOUR THOUGHTS TO PEACE

JA"ORD NORTHCLIFFE is now amongst those who,
from the Other Side, are represented as predicting

Peace and urging the desirability of cultivating inter-

national friendship.

Mr. O. J. Wendlandt, Vice-President of Sheffield
Society for Psychical Research, sends us the following
message, which came to him on Sunday, August 6th,
through his wife’s mediumship, purporting to be from
Lord Northcliffe :

““The one burning question today is the inter-
national situation. To all | would say: be calm,
cease thinking in terms of war. There is nothing
breeds the war spirit so much as thinking and prepar-
ing for war. 1 do not think there will be a major war,
but you have a long way to go before the spirit of
unrest and the spirit of fear and the lust for power is
destroyed. There will be many months of anxious
thought and many disturbances, but each one will be
calmed down and no big conflict will come . . . Turn
your thoughts to Peace, to international friendships.”

"REMEMBER, NO WAR!”

At present, Danzig seems to be the world’s danger-
point ; and in respect of it a very definite assurance
is given in a message received through the hand of Miss
Geraldine Cummins so recently as Sunday, July 23rd,
which Miss E. B. Gibbes has added, as a footnote to
the booklet entitled The European Crisis, in which her
recent “ Prophetic Script ” articles are reproduced. This
message reads :

“ Hitler and Mussolini have been making very
complete preparation for war in connection with the
Mediterranean and Danzig. But it is the greatest bluff
of all. They won'tfight, but most people will believe they
are going to fight in September—possibly. Remember,
no war!”

We understand there is a big demand for Miss Gibbes'’s
?ookl% which can be obtained from this office, post
ree, 7d.

ANOTHER ASSURING FORECAST

Sir Dudley Myers (in Prediction for September),
guotes a psychic message received through his “ faithful
friend and fellow-worker, Melchior,” which concludes
as follows: ““Be strong and fear not, and above all,
be just. Both the Eastern and the European situations
will in the end come to a satisfactory settlement, and a
greater understanding between the nations will grow
into being.”

, Sir Dudley says that prophecies through this source
“ have been mainly fulfilled to the letter ” and he offers
this one * with confidence that its helpful forecast of

the outcome of present distressing events will duly
materialise.”

SPIRITUALISM IN ATHENS

When Mr. E. A. S. Hayward, O.B.E., and Mrs.
Hayward visited Greece (as described in various
articles in Light last year) they had the satisfaction of
helping to stimulate interest in Spiritualism and
Psychical Research, and educational work has been
going on quietly ever since. As usual, however,
Spiritualists and Spiritualism have been misrepre-
sented ; and Capt. C. Mélas (a reader of Light) has
recently had an article in a widely-read Greek news-
paper correcting some of the misstatements—most of
them being repetitions of untruths published by
enemies of Spiritualism in this country. A letter from
the Editor of Light dealing categorically with these
untruths was given in full (translated into modern
Greek).

An English translation of Capt. Mélas’s article has
been sent to us by a Greek lady living in London ; and
we can imagine that it has served a very useful
purpose.
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3—AS seen Dby scientific visionaries

By G. KENYON ROGERS
pROM the thoughts contained in the words of Pope
and Robert Bridges (see Light, August 10), it is but
a short step to the conclusions of the more gifted
visionaries of the Scientific World, and we find J. W.
Frings, in the concluding paragraphs of the work, God
in the Universe, writing thus—

“ It has been seen that finally there is little
difference between them (the great systems of
philosophical thought), except as to mode of
expression. The ultimate ideas of basic principles
have little of opposition about them. Material
philosophy and idealistic metaphysics and ontology
have more in common than in difference. Between
Creationism and Pantheism, again, the gulf is more
one of concept than of reality. Transcendence or
Immanence matters little ultimately.

"For if ' God breathed into man the breath of
life,” it is that the Divine Thought became mani-
fested in time and space, and this is one mode of
expressing it. If we prefer to hold the idea of
immanence, it is because, of the Absolute, we can
behold nothing that is not It. All that Is is but
the garment of the Deity. In it we live, move, and
have our being. Living is moving, life and being is
motion, eternal and absolute.”

Then in a work entitled Last Words of Materialism
we find the following.—*" There is no such thing as
dead nature; the difference between organic and
inorganic nature consists merely in the kind, direction
and intensity of their motion.”

In one of Verschole’s works, The Soul of an Atom, we
read the astonishing statement that—

“ A hydrogen atom in the ‘ nascent ' stage is an
example of atomic memory.

“When dilute sulphuric acid comes in contact
with zinc, a hydrogen atom comes off, which, while
memory of the event lasts, can form combinations
which are quite impossible without it.”

Again read in the July issue of Psychic Science the
article entitled *“ Invisible Vibrations Revealed in
Water,” by Marylade Chrapowichi, of the crystal-building
activities of various chemical substances in which the
scientist has admitted he finds a seeming volition which
is at present beyond his explanation. (See Prof.
Howorth on the ” Molecular Structure of Carbo-
Hydrates,” British Association Norwich Meeting.)

Royce explains the seeming incommunicativeness of
Nature of this universal consciousness that is being
sensed by those open to receive, as being due to her
“ mental ” processes proceeding at such different time-
rates of vibration speeds, that we cannot adjust ourselves
to a live appreciation of their inward fluency, however
much our consciousness may make us aware of their
presence. . . X .

The present hypothesis that matter is but radiant
energy seems to fit in well with this theory.

It would be simple to show how every object—this
tree, that table, this particular cloud—exhibit a kind of
“ behaviour ” in a special environment.

Why then, deny to each individual thing its own
grade and degree of reality? Thus, we may say that
there is in each object an immanent or inherent idea;
that there is an organic interpretation of the sensuous
and the spiritual, and it is by virtue of this interpreta-
tion that the human reason can go out into the external
world and find itself there.

Emerson aptly describes this when he says
“ Nature is the incarnation of thought, and turns to
thought again. The world is mind precipitated.”

Sir Francis Younghusband, than whom, perhaps, we
have no finer modern mystic, recently expressed himself

as follows:— . .
“ We have once for all to get rid of the conception

of the universe which science has most unfortu-
nately caused us to make—the conception of the
universe as almost entirely material with the
transitory exception of life on this tiny planet,
which is a speck of dust in the immensity of things.

We must throw out that dreary material view of™
the universe and conceive it as a living being as”™p

just as much a living being as the mystic himself,
as the embodiment of personality, just as he is the
embodiment of personality.

“When we look out on the physical universe
—the universe extending to the furthest stars,
millions of light years distant—we must consider
it the outward visible manifestation of an incon-
ceivably mighty Personality whom we designate
by the name of God. ]

" When we feel the beauty of this world about
us—the tense tranquil beauty of the stars, the
majesty of great mountains, theglory of a sunrise,
the loveliness of flowers, the sweetness of a nitpther’s
smile—we see into the soul of God.

It would seem that it is to our visionaries and to
our poets with their greater intuition, that we owe an
immense debt of gratitude for putting into words for
the common man that which is now becoming an ever
increasing visions reaching out into the unseen.

Slowly yet surely the scientific mind is moving towards
the confirmation of the mystic element, if we may so
call it, rather than away from it. Step by step, science
is exploring the secrets of Nature, each step bringing
with it increasing knowledge of an edifice, hitherto un-
suspected and marvellous beyond our widest imagina-
tions, the full significance of which is as yet hidden
from us.

To sum up, it would seem that Greek and Hindu and
Egyptian schools of thought, merged and were reborn
in Alexandria as Neoplatonism. This amalgam pro-
duced such master minds as Ammonius Saccas, Plotinus,
Pantaenus, Clement and Origen, following each other
in quick succession in the second and third centuries a.d.,
each one shifting a little more from Pantheism towards
that Christian Theism that eventually gained the upper
hand to such an extent that the former views were
regarded with “ opprobrium.”

Yet such is the nature of the true mystic that, through-
out the ages, there have been those, from the depth of
whose being there has never failed to arise the echo of
this ancient faith. Persecuted but still undaunted, they
have handed on the torch to those who came after them,
until now in the greater freedom of the age, this faith is
at last coming into its own. Indeed, now, in W. F.
Evans’s The Divine Law of Cure, we can read of Christian
Pantheism as being the highest development of religious
thought.

Let those who are sufficiently interested read how
this change has come about, in that most interesting
work entitled The Mind Changers, by E. Douglas Hume”
(foreword by H.R.H. Prince George of Greece). In an
introduction by George Arliss he says that in the book
is shown the influence of poets, philosophers and
scientists in the realisation of the Oneness of Life and of
the consequent brotherhood, not only of mankind, but
of all things created.

So to your correspondent and all who feel unable to
follow whither this Pantheism would lead them, | would
offer the following lines by Coleridge :—

“ So my friend

Struck with deep joy may stand, as | have stood,

Silent with swimming sense, yea, gazing round

On the wild landscape, gaze till all doth seem

Less gross than bodily and of such hues

As veil the Almighty Spirit, when he makes

Spirits perceive his presence.”

< C
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'TMOVES 2__PROBLEM of precognition

By ALAN HOWGRAVE-GRAHAM

JT is only fair to state at this stage that the greater

part of the evidence upon which Mr. Saltmarsh
bases his own able little work (Foreknowledge, G. Bell
and Sons, 3/6) is that which has in fact been collected,
or at any rate received, and painstakingly recorded,
by the Society for Psychical Research itself, and there-

Afore that the Society has done not a little work, in this
Wand in other like directions, of which even those who are

most bitterly disappointed with it must in justice
recognise the utility, and which they must by no means
belittle.

Mr. Saltmarsh expressly states that he, personally,
is not prepared to accept that disembodied spirits
exist. It is a pity, for an enquirer of his calibre, with,
if I may be permitted the freedom of the remark, such
outstanding mental qualities and, as a rule, so well-
balanced a judgment, would be fitted to do most valuable
work in those directions of Psychical Research which
up-to-date thougm n real consequence,
could lie but attain to tl« recognition of those two
pre-requisite basic truths—those which so many others
of us, every whit as cautious and critical as he, have
long ago learnt to take as a matter of course. The
sharp resonant “ knock ” in my wardrobe, when (in
bed with a slight cold, and alone, in the late evening,
in my two detached rooms) | was in the very act of
writing this, can not, perhaps, be supposed to have
conveyed a playful commentary on Mr. Saltmarsh’s
scepticism, because for eighteen months such occurrences
have been matters of more-or-less every-day incidence,
but it may well do duty as such, and as such I make
him a present of it.

However, whether from his own point of view or from
mine, Mr. Saltmarsh is obviously absolutely sound in
pointing out that even if disembodied spirits do exist,
to try to explain precognition by attributing it to the
action of such entities, is in no wise at all to explain
the phenomenon, but merely, as he neatly puts it, to
“ shift the problem from the earthly to the spiritual
sphere.” Exactly ! And that is what so many everyday
Spiritualists seem unable to take in; they seem to
think that if a Spirit does something, that in itself
explains it (probably crediting the Spirit with supposed
angelic powers over Nature to perform ““miracles”™).
The point, the whole point, and the only point, is that
for any being at all, be it you or I, be it Medium or
discarnate control, be it our departed grandfather, be
it the spirit of Socrates, the prophet Jeremiah, or the
archangel Michael, to be able to foretell the Future,
otherwise than by inference from the Present and the
Past, that Future must by some means have become
perceptible; to be foreseen, the event must be seen.

Saltmarsh insists, the problem is inescapably
one of Time and the nature of Time, and it is from this
point of view that he considers it. He begins by a
singularly lucid little summary, in a few clean-cut
sentences, of the main features of Mr. J. W. Dunne’s
serial universe, but he does so only on the whole to
reject it rather on general metaphysical grounds
than on particular ones relevant to the issue.

Indeed, Mr. Saltmarsh rather seems to overlook—

aT” rat? he fails to mention—that very aspect of
Mr. Dunne’s Serialism and Time-analysis which is of
all most suggestive to me personally, as one anxious
or some light on this puzzling problem of precognition,
and also as one who of course will not entertain either
eterminism or Fatalism as a conceivable explanation,
his is Mr. Dunne's contention that the Future is

what one might call fixed in expectation, provisionally

s6an
tablp tS
's ran

subse<luently referred to or previously predicted at
Qn Onc occasion, the article of furniture, this time the
now typing at, was named, and the nature of the

given ("1 knocked three times, and then three times
) was correctly described.

laid out, blocked-in, designed—use whatever term
pleases. It is thus perceptible, with that reservation
as to its, for the time, provisional nature, by the Observer
of the fifth dimension. But it is subject to possible
modification, due to such Observer's subsequent three-
dimensional intervention (or to that of some other
competent agency) so far as such intervention can
take place as being subject to the limits obviously set
to possible human or other interference. Mr. Dunne’s
Future is therefore not completely and irrevocably
fixed, in any aspect of Time ; the Past, alone, having
graduated as factual by objective eventuation, is thence-
forth objectively permanent and universally unalterable.

But one feels, through a good deal of Mr. Saltmarsh'’s
most interesting discussion of the problem, that, despite
his rejection of Mr. Dunne’s theories, the latter might
reasonably make the same rejoinder to him that Sir
Anthony Absolute did to Mrs. Malaprop: ““You
are a truly moderate and polite arguer, for almost
every third word you say is on my side of the question.”
Indeed, later in his discussion, Mr. Saltmarsh envisages
just that kind of partially determined Future—a plastic
future, he calls it—that Mr. Dunne himself does.

However, | do not seek to join issue with Mr. Saltmarsh
on the Dunne philosophy; | am not a physicist, and
am therefore not competent finally to accept or finally
to reject it, attractive though it is, for fundamentally
it is a problem in advanced Physics. It is not enough
to have read An Experiment with Time and its much
more important successor The Serial Universe. It is
for him who has studied the nature and behaviour of
Light, with its particles which seem to be waves, and
its waves which seem to be particles ; for him who has
explored the worlds within the Atoms of which fifty
million million million make a thimbleful, for him to
whom Planck’s Quantum, and Hamilton’s Quaternion,
and Minkowsky, and Michelson-Morley, and Electron,
Proton, Neutron, and Positron, are something more
than names on a parrot’s tongue ; it is for him who
can gauge the physical implications of a rotation of a
time-dimension expressed mathematically as multipli-
cation by the square root of minus one ; it is for these,
and such as these, only, to pronounce any final verdict
on such a thesis as Mr. Dunne’s.

What Mr. Saltmarsh does do, and what makes his
book so valuable to the every-day student of para-
normal phenomena, is the following :

He establishes Precognition, in all its variations, as
being unassailable as a matter of actual fact.

He shows that it is truly what we call paranormal,
and is inexplicable from what we customarily regard as
the normal viewpoint. (For it may well be held that
factuality—I fear 1 am coining the word, but | cannot
avoid it—per se constitutes normality).

He shows that explanations by self-delusion, by
imagination, by wilful deception on the part of narrators,
are quite out of the question.

Like the rest of us, he rejects, as completely untenable.
Fatalism, on the one hand, and Determinism on the
other. (For the benefit of any who do not happen to be
familiar with those particular terms, Fatalism might
be called the Calvinism of Philosophy; under it, our
whole career is irrevocably predetermined by some
Power controlling the Universe. Determinism would
come to much the same thing in its practical results,
but has more show of scientific plausibility about it
it is the materialistic doctrine that every single minutest
event, even the smallest action, the lightest thought
that enters our day-dream, is the absolutely logical
unescapable, and only possible result of all the ante-
cedent causes in birth, heredity, fife, environment, race,
and all anterior events in the history of ourselves and
the Universe, commencing with that somewhat elusive
year x B.C.).

(Next week—Foreknowledge—The Time Factor)
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE

WITH WHICH

IS INCORPORATED THE QUEST CLUB

16 QUEENSBERRY PLACE, LONDON, S.W.7.

(3 minutes from South Kensington Station)

President".
Hon. Treasurer: capt. A. A. CARNELL.
Phone: Kensington 3292-3.

Mis« LIND-AF-HAGEBY.

Secretary: Miss MERCY PHILLIMORE.

Telegrams: ““Survival,”” London.

INCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP FEE—ONE GUINEA PER ANNUM (i.e., L.S.A. and Quest Club)

Hours (Monday to Friday) 10 a.m.—7 p.m.

In the interval between Sessions no

meetings will be held, but the normal
daily activities will be carried on as
usual.

AUTUMN SESSION

FWST MEETING
Thursday, September 28th, at 8.15 p.m.—
Mrs. HELEN HUGHES
Demonstration of Clairaudience.
H.G. The Duchess of Hamilton presiding.

Member’s Guests 2/- Non-members 2/-).

(Members 1/-

AT HOME Wednesdays, 3.30 to 5 pjn. Enquirers invited.

Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
PRIVATE SITTINGS WITH MEDIUMS

Miss Naomi Bacon, Mrs. Helen Hughes (when in London),
Mr. Leigh Hunt, Mr. Wm. S. King, Mr. Frank Leah,
Mrs. Rose Livingstone, Mrs. Pamela Nash, Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. M.
E. Taylor, Miss Ethel Topcott (for Marianne Bayley Worthington
Trust), Mrs. Vaughan, and other Mediums approved by the L.S.A-

FREE SPIRITUAL HEALING

Daily treatment by trained Healers. Class Instruction in Spiritual

DEVOTIONAL GROUPS for ABSENT HEALING

Conducted by Mr. W. H. EVANS. Sitters Invited.
Mondays: 2 15—2.45; 6.30—7. Wednesday»: 3.80—4.

Tuesdays : Thursdays : 3.45—4.15 ; 7.45—8.15.
3.30—4 (Obsession Group);  Fridays : 2.30—3; 7.30—8.
6.45—7.15. Saturdays: 11.30—12.

ASSISTANCE TO ENQUIRERS

The Secretary attends daily, 10 to 6 p.m. (except Saturdays), and during
evenings when Meetings are held, and offers assistance to enquirers.

APPLY FOR FULL PARTICULARS

THE NMARIANNE BAYLEY WORTHIN GT ON TRUST

exists to help anyone who is in need of the comfort and experience that may be
who genuinely cannot afford the ordinary fees of professional Mediums.

med_ made to
Applications should may

Miss Phillimore, 16 Queensberry Place S.W.7, where free and assisted Sittings, under certain circumstances may
be arranged.

MR. FRANK ROMER

WE learn, with deep regret, of the transition of Mr.

Frank Romer, M.R.C.S.E., L.R.C.P., who, after
five years service, resigned his seat on the Council of
the London Spiritualist Alliance early this year because
of the state of his health. He was in his 69th year.

Mr. Romer was a distinguished member of a dis-
tinguished family—being the younger son of the late
Right Hon. Sir Robert Romer and brother of the Right
Hon. Lord Justice Romer. In Who's Who, it is recorded
that Mr. Romer was officer of St. John of Jerusalem ;
formerly in charge of Mechano-Therapeutic Depart-
ments at Croydon, Millbank, Aidershot and Edmonton
Military Hospital, temporary Lieut.-Colonel R.A.M.C.
during the war and mentioned for war services, 1918;
Consulting Surgeon to the Jockey Club and the National
Hunt and Hon. Surgeon to the Royal Academy of
Music. He was an author of repute, amongst his
works being Modern Bonesetting for the Medical
Profession (1915), Bonesetting and Treatment of Painful
Joints (1911), various papers to Medical Journals on
injuries and treatment, The Playful Double and several
other books on non-medical subjects.

Mr. Romer explained, in a lecture delivered at the
L.S.A. on February 23rd, 1933, how he had been
introduced to Spiritualism (some 20 years before that
date) by the late General Sir Alfred Turner, at whose
house he had sittings with the late Mr. Cecil Husk and
witnessed remarkable phenomena. Following that
introduction he carried on a careful personal inquiry
and became completely convinced of the reality of
psychic phenomena and of Survival—although, to use
his own words, " with the exception of Mrs. Garrett

and Mrs. Dowden, he had never received, through the
many Mediums he had consulted, the least glimmer of
personal evidence.” Concluding his lecture, he expressed
his “ firm belief in the truth of spirit-return.”

Mr. Romer gave willing and much-valued service
as a member of the Council of the L.S.A.; and, although
his friends will be glad that death has released him from
a long and painful illness, they will regret the loss of
his bodily presence.

The funeral took place at Sunningdale, Bucks., on
Thursday last week (August 10th), and it was recorded
in the press that ” his Middlesex and Sherborne 1st
XV. Rugby caps were buried with him,”—or, as it
might have been more correctly stated, with his body.

AU-REVOIR

You said good-bye to me one day,
Then left me all alone.
“ Is that the end ” (I ask of life)
“ Of the happiness we have known? ”

Two hearts in perfect harmony
Had lived and loved awhile.

A sudden break, and one is gone
With just a happy smile.

The answer came, but not from life.
From a voice beyond this sphere :

“ | am not dead, our love still lives
I’'m waiting for you, here.

Be patient for a little while,
For, dearest, now I'm sure
We really did not say good-bye,

But only au-revoir. B.B.
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Walton House, Walton Street, S.W.3 (Ken. 6865)
(Incorporating B.C.P.S. and |.1.P.R.)

No Public Meetings until Wednesday
— September 27th —

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS DAILY with reliable
Mediums who are in Town during the holiday
period.

The following well-known Mediums will be visiting the Institute
in the Autumn:—Mrs. Bertha HARRIS (of Chester)
Mrs. Lilian BAILEY (of Crewe) Mrs. Grace BOYERS (of Lincoln)

THE INSTITUTE QUARTERLY, “ PSYCHIC
SCIENCE

July issue 1/3 post free from Walton House, S.W. 3.
Yearly Subscription 5/- post free.
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Marylebone Spiritualist Association

LIMITED BY GUARANTEE

]  QUEEN'S HALL

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20th, at 7 p.m.

Mr. H. ERNEST HUNT
1 Mrs. ABBOTT

. For particulars of weekday activities at Headquarters
Marylebone House, 42 Russell Square, W.C.I.
Apply Secretary, Museum 0162-3 (two lines)
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SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY

24 GLOUCESTER PLACE. PORTMAN SQUARE, W.I.

President Chairman and Leader Hon. Treasurer

Hannek Swaffeb St. Clair Stobart H. B. Simfsoh
Secretary : Miss F. V. GREGORY M.B.E. Telephone : WELBECK 6814

WIGMORE HALL, 36 Wigmore Street, W.I.

Sunday Services
Augm« 20th. H a.m.—Mr. G. H. LETHEM
Clairvoyante : Miss Lily Thomas
630Cp m. Rev. G. DRAYTON THOMAS
lairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers
Wednesday Meetings, 12.30 p.m.

With Organ Recital, Address, Questions answered and
Clalrvoyance

August 23rd. Mr. ERNEST HUNT
Clairvoyance: Mr. W. H. Redmond

DAILY ACTIVITIES

At Headquarters, 24 Gloucester Place,
Portman Square, W.I.
Friday, August 18th, 7.30 p.m. Psychometry, Mrs. Maude
Bateman, (20 sitters).
Tuesday, August 22nd, 2.30 p.m. Group, Miss Lily Thomas
Wednesday, August 23rd, 2.30 pan. Group, Mrs. Helen Spiers
Wednesday, August 23rd, 6.30 p.m. Group, Mrs. Dolores Smith

Friday, August 25th, 7.30 p.m. Psychometry, Mrs. Helen Spiers,
(20 sitters).

Mrs. ST. CLAIR STOBART welcomes enquirers by appointment
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 2.30—4 p.m.

Mrs. MAY BIRD, HEALING CIRCLES—
Suspended during August.

LENDING LIBRARY.
Un-fn-date and comprehensive new books constantly added.
Visitors and non-members welcomed.

PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP
Large selection of standard and latest books on Spiritualism, etc.
Open da||2/ 1gSaturd%/s and Sundays excepted), 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
BOOKSTALL OPEN DURING SUNDAY SERVICES.

SPIRITUAL SONGS,
for Congregational singing agd tI)—|ome Circles by M. A. St. Clair
tobart

Enlarged Edition With Music, 3/6 Reduction for Quantities

FREE SPIRITUALISM

NO CHARGES
NO COLLECTION

DORA GRACE WONHAM
DAVID BAISS

Secretary - F- W. WONHAM, AM.IL.C.E
HEALING, CLAIRVOYANCE
TRANCE, DEVELOPING
CIRCLES and CLASSES

Mediums -

Helpers -

we HAVE CHANCED OUR PERSONAL ADDRESS TO

THE NEW HEADQUARTERS
of FREE SPIRITUALISM
59 ELSHAM ROAD, KENSINGTON, W.l4

open for Enquiries from Monday. August 21st, by Appointment

««<'SAWTCSAttsaw-i»-

CENTRE No. 3. Closed.

<NT « =<, Park, W.1 |

Centre No. 6. EwerydT-™7’td Croydon. For Healing and
PSS SuU A Hom Sec: L3 SUMNER.
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THE LIVING TRUTH (Second Series)

3—THE PRICELESS PEARL
By ROLLIN C. OGBURN

pINDING words helpless, Jesus drew pictures of

the * kingdom.” Drawing word-pictures: a star,
a tree, a river, a book, a loaf of bread or a glass of water,
He said life is like that. Drawing a candle, a mustard
seed bush, a sheep-fold, a rare jewel, He said the kingdom
of heaven is like these.

He saw men and women one by one. No other
philosopher ever so stressed the value of the single unit.
He spoke of me, for me, to me. He assayed the value
of the I in me, and expressed it in his symbol of the
priceless pearl.

As we turn to that parable (Matt. 13: 45, 46) and
venture its interpretation, as we see it, we admit mis-
givings because the truth is too deep for us to fathom.
If our sign posts point in the right direction we shall
be glad.

Here is a vision of transfigured manhood. Some
would say it is only a mirage—it seems very real and
actual to us.

Let us consider it as if we were at the end of our trip ;
looking back and drawing a map of our course, assuming
that we stand there without regrets.

The being which | now regard as myself, though alive
and inseparably associated with the physical world
as before, has unfolded its powers in an amazing way,
and has attained a condition little short of the
miraculous.

My body, tingling with force and vitality is in-
vulnerable to disease. My mind enjoys an alert, effort-
less lucidity beyond my boldest expectations and my
heart laughs with joy, leaving the ground and taking
to the air, singing like a thrush as it soars.

But the self which is I exists in a consciousness
beyond every element and influence of my environment.

There is no synonym in our language to represent
this ““1.” A new word should be coined for it. Shall
we say Over-Self? Let us use the word to represent
that illumined, vitalized ego which we wish to examine.

This Over-Self is not isolated from the common self;
it is just a later form of the same entity. Its identity
is ever intact, even as a boy’s identity remains after he
has grown to adult manhood. But the man has powers
and functions which were denied to the boy. His
fashion of Jiving is different and his character may have
been altered, and yet he is the same person after all.

What are these new faculties and powers which the
mature Over-Self enjoys?
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() An incredible faculty of the larger mind which
can perceive and penetrate on beyond the boundaries®
of time, space and material. "=

(2) A sharpened activity of that larger mind by which
the Over-Self knows without being told ; sees all, hears
all, knows all as never before.

IN THE UNSEEN WORLD

(3) Residence in an unseen world, sometimes called
the ™ spirit world ” or again the ” etheric world.” This
state does not remove the Over-Self from our ordinary
world, for the new world, like an atmosphere, contains

the old world. It is more as if the Over-Self had set its
vibratory frequency in tunc with a higher world of life

even as radios are tyne”o*hefdesired station.

Having reached this place the happy Over-Self meets
its loved ones gone before. Nor are these all. The Over-
Self enjoys many other faculties and powers and we
* know not what we shall be.”

This marvellous development does not take one out
of the ordinary avenues of life. It simply increased
one’s all round efficiency to just that extent to which
it has been developed. Here is the key to the success
of great men. It is no idle dream. The condition is
actual in the lives of many of our (1939) contemporaries,
it is possible to every one of us.

This is what Jesus meant by "blessed” in,the
beatitudes. It is what he wanted his “ disciples ” to
be : for which he left the model in his own life. Itis a
state of society which he called, “ the kingdom of
heaven.” It is a goal of human progress for which he
came, and lived—and died. But we have not drawn
the map to show how we came.

This could not be done in one brief chapter, but we,
from time to time, will humbly endeavour to set up
the sign boards. Here is a suggestion—

If you will take the New Testament; strip it down to
the life and works of Jesus, sweep your own mind
clear and clean of every preconceived notion about him
and read it as if you had never seen it before ; you will
find the formula for the technique of living. 1t will be a
revelation to you, a new Bible, a new Christ and a new
Self—the Over-Self.

There is no other human prospect of such imperative
necessity as this, and now we begin to understand what
Jesus meant by his parable of the Priceless Pearl.

You remember the jewel merchant who, “ when he
had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all
he had, and bought it.” Here is philosophy in a lovely
setting, for the energy which drives one up to that state
(of the Over-Self) is divine love integral in human nature.
The parable is rarer than its jewel; its secret more toA
be desired.

What is it which is so priceless ?

What state or experience is so precious that one could
afford to sell everything and buy it? Could it be that
event which turns One’s face toward God ?

The priceless pearl is a new personality, the thing
which may be awakened within the old personality
to become the Over-Self, the one unfolding into the
other without a change of identity.

We pray for fitting words to define sharply the
contour of this mighty truth.

We stand in the presence of man the unknown. Not
unknowable, however, as a model of the Over-Self—
manhood at the vestibule of perfection—may be seen
in the person of Jesus when he became the Christ.
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