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C O N T E N T S

GEMS OF THOUGHT.

H e ih a i hath no bridle on his tongue 
bath no g race in his heart.

T o  think kindly is  w ell, to  speak k indly 
is  b etter, to  a c t k indly is best.

W hatsoever w e b eg  o f  G o d , let us also 
work for it.— Jtrtm y Taylor.

W ith  the generality o f  m en policy is 
m uch more powerful than principle.

>s no holiday, 
a n d  working

Knvy is  a  r ic e  w hich I 
but is  a lways on the wh 
its ow n  disquiet.

A n y  man m ay d o a  casual a c t  o f  good 
nature, but a  continuation o f  them shows 
s k a  part o f  his temperament.

T h e  great successes o f  the world have 
been a m irs o f  a  second, a  third, na y, a 
fiftieth trial. J* kxr M ortly.

H e  who w ould acquire fam e, most not 
show  himself afraid o f  censure. T h e  
dread o f  censure is  the death o f  genius.

T h e  modern majesty consists in  work. 
W hat a  man ca n  d o is his greatest orna­
m ent, a n d  h e  always con sults his dignity 
b y  d oing  it.

T h e  man o f  enlightened understanding 
an d  persevering ardor has m any sources 
o f  enjoym ent which the ignorant man

A n  Open L e t te r  to  th e  S e yb ert Com- 
mission.

"  There are more thing* in heaven and earth 
lloralio,

Than arc dreamt of in your philosophy.'*

G entlem en o f  the S eyb ert Com m ission.
M y excuse for addressing you this open 

letter will be  found in the com m unica­
tion itself. I read with pleasure your 
report, an d  a s  it  corresponded in every 
respect with m y preconceived opinions on 
the subject o f  Spiritualism, 1  enjoyed 
very much the undercurrent o f  sarcasm 
that runs through its well-worded pages, 
an d yet 1 am  afraid that

I fear m e, gentlem en, that your wit has 
much im paired the candor o f  your report.
I  d o  not for one moment dou b t either 

| your honesty o r  your ability in  the inves- 
! ligation» yet in  the light o f  m y ow n  e x ­
perience an d the eviden ce o f  scores of 

I good intelligent m en an d  women who 
saw much more than I d id , I  ca n  not hut 
believe that your mission is  not yet ended, 
an d that your duty to  the dead a s  w e ll, 
a s  the living is  not yet fully performed.

H enry Seybert left a  generous le g a c y , 
to  a  most worthy institution an d to  man* 
kind; an d  most faithfully should the con­
ditions o f  his bequest be executed. 1 
sincerely believe, gentlemen, that you de­
sire to  perform yo u r, doty in  the sacred 
trust im posed upon yo u , an d that you 
will faithfully continue to  investigate until 
cither a  great truth is proclaimed to  the 
world, o r  a  great fraud exposed an d held 
u p  to  the deserved contem pt an d execra-' 
tion o f  mankind.

A s  I am  to  appear a s  a  witness b efo re 1 
you, it renders it  necessary for m e to  give 
you some information o f  m yself. I  d o ; 
this unwillingly, yet a s  I am a  stranger to 

¡all o f  y o u  it  seem s proper that yo u  should 
j know  something o f  m y antecedents, th a t ' 
you m ay better determine the weight o f  
m y  evidenc e . In  brief, then— I  w as ed u ­
ca ted  a  surgeon an d physician; for a  < 
number o f  y e a n  I  lectured o n  chemistry 
an d physiology— read law a n d  have ptac-1 
tired  my profession "nearly forty ye a n . : 
In  1853, while I  was assistant-director o f 
the machinery  department in  the N e w * 

l Y ork C rystal Palace, I  becam e  intimately 
1 acquainted with H err  Anderson, the great 
magician I  assisted him with m y know !-1 
edge o f  chem istry, electric ity an d mag­
netism in preparing som e o f has feats in 
magic, a n d  in return I becam e  a n  am ateur 
pupil o f  m s an d learned «all his secrets in

the porch o f the hotel, I  listened 
astonishment to  the conversation o f  n 
hers o f  ladies an d gentlemen as 
"  I ach told Um unco'« ihey hsd m m  and he

rich

I wondered that credulity could  |_ 
far; 1 had read yo ur report, gentlemen, I shorter than the 
an d I knew bow  a ll the frauds were per-1 the slates an d s 
pet rated. It is true yo ur testimony was | writing a  communics

i-1 painful intensi. I
Again be took the frame o f  the slates 

L I  betw een his thum b a n d  fingers, a n d  in­
stantly I again heard the pen cil write. 
T h is  tim e the com m unication was much 

>rmcr one. I opened 
• in  a  wom an’s  hand- 

_ I U w h h  a  signature 
only human, but it  was re-enforced by m y I appended. I  op en ed  the pellet in  m y 
own experience, an d I smiled at the o ther I hand an d the interrogatory therein con - 
human testimony I  there beard. It d id  I m ined was to  the on e  whose nam e was 
not occur to  m e that it  was just possible I written on the slate. G entlem en o f  the 
that even your wisdom an d m ine might I Com mission, bow  was this done I  1 do 
b e  at fault, an d that we had not seen a ll I not know ; b a t  this I  d o  k now , it w as not 
that was to  be seen on the unknown I the feat o f  a  magician I T h e re  b  no pro­
boundaries o f  a  future world, i f  such  I feasor o f  the occu lt science o f  m agic liv- 
boundanes actually exist. T h e  next d a y  I in g, no  on e  ever d id  live that co u ld  by 
I visited a  slate-writing m edium . I virtue o f  his art alone cause an inanimate

T h e  room I  entered from the street I fragment o f  stone to  write an intelligent 
was well-lighted, the windows an d doors I sentence under the circum stances I  have 
being open. T h e  medium entered; 11 narrated. T h e  unlearned might believe 
recognized a  gentleman to  whom I had I that electricity o r magnetism w as the 
been introduced the afternoon before a t  the I m otive power, and that this was in some 
h o te l,a n d  who o f course had had an oppor- mysterious m anner evolved from the me-

1 the

(unity o f learning o f  m e an d m ine, if  be  had 
so desired, in view  o f  m y probable visit to 
him . W ithout taking lim e to  describe all 
the details o f the "  n an ce," I will briefly 
say, that a t his direction I wrote six inter­
rogatories on separate pieces o f  paper, 
folded an d rolled them up into a  small 
compass an d b id  them on the table be­
fore m e— a  rude pipe center table with a 
single board to p — no framework about it , { 
no  mortises o r slots in which to  hold the 
slates, a s  you describe in  your report. 11  Now, 
had purchased tw o slates a t a  store o n the | that this 
grounds. I marked them  an d cleaned 
them myself, an d  keeping them in my 
hands, awaited com in e events with an 
incredulity increased from reading your 
exhausive report. T h e  medium entered 
the room , seated himself opposite me at 
the other side o f  the table; a  num ber o f 
slate pencils b id  o n  the tab le, from one 
o f  which he broke a  piece  about the sire 
o f  a  N o. 4  shot; I opened the slates, he 
laid  the fragment o f  pencil  o n  the bottom
slate, I  covered  it  with the ochei 
with m y hands grasped the ends 
dates, holding them together. Fr 
pellets o f  paper 00 which I had written 1 1 he
the interrogatories I  selected oo e , holding I diuins. 
k  in  m y right hand. I m yself d id  n ot I suits, 
know  w hich o f  the questions I  held , an d I sitting 
a s  th ey had remained a s  I p laced  them I half h< 
on the table, closely watched by me all I the fa

he saw the medium "  write 
I u nder the table,”  bu t I  determ ined that 
m y slates should not for a  moment leave 
m y hand, an d th ey d id  not. I  took four 
p ieces o f  paper an d wrote the nam es o f  
four persons who were d ead . I  folded 
the papers an d h eld  them in m y left hand. 
T h e  m edium  did  n ot sec  th e  name*— he 
co u ld  not have done so. T h e  medium 
bit o ff a  small p iece  o f  slate pen cil a n d  I 
p laced  it  on m y  low er s late, w hich  I  knew 
was clean  at th e  t im e, a n d  covered  it  with 
the o th er; n est I tied  m y  handkerchief 
around the slates. U p  to  this tim e the 
medium had not tou ch ed  them ; be was 
on the opposite side o f  the tab le. Th en  
I grasped the slates f irm ly, holding them 
against m y  person. T h is  w as in  broad 
daylight; the w indows a n d  d o o r o f  the 
room were open . 1  then took o n e  o f  the 
slips o f  pap er from m y left h and a n d  held 
it in m y right. I  d id  not kn ow  the name 
on the paper I thus h eld , an d the medium 
co u ld  not have know n it . H e  then m oved 
close to  the table, rea ch ed  across it  an d 
p laced the ends o n ly  o f  his fingers be­
neath the s b te  fram e a n d  his thum b on 
top. In  a n  instant th e  slates began to  
pull aw ay from me a s  i f  the m edium  was 
trying to  get them  in to  his possession. 
W arned by yo ur experien ce, gen tlem en , I 
h eld  o n  to  the slates w ith a ll m y strength, 
a n d  it  w as w ith the utm ost d ifficulty that I 
retained possession o f  them . T h e y  were 
violently  jerk ed  from right to  left, then 
toward th e  m edium . A D  th e  while I 

d o  not believe I w atched his thum b a n d  fingers. T h e y  
think I  w as d e -1  seem ed to  b e  holding th e  slate frames but 

cc ised : that the slates were changed in  I loosely. I  d o  n ot know  b a t  that th e  m e- 
m y very sight, in  open broad daylight. I dium  c o u ld  p a ll m ore with his thu m b  a n d  
T h a t  m y  grasp unloose ne d  from them - 1  fingers than  I  co u ld  with b oth  hands, but 
without m y know ing it ;  that other slates 11  don’t  believe it , y e t  the slates were very 
with the "  long com munications previ- I nearly w renched from m y ha nds. I  asked 
ously prepared were substituted, an d I the medium w hat this m ean t. H e  re- 
that I ,  in the full possession o f  m y  senses I p lied , “  A n other in fluen ce is  p resent an d 
did not know it. G entlem en , you are I is  trying to  ta k e  the slates aw a y  from  the 
mistaken! M y credulity m ight permit m e I influence o f  the on e  whose nam e y o u  bold  
to  believe in  ghosts which it n ever d id —  I in  yo ur right hand. H e  says h e  is a  
but not that. W e must find some  other I stranger to  you. bu t that h e  m ust a n d  will

dium , o r from som e device concealed 
either in the room o r  on his person. But 
you, gentlem en, know  better; you know  
that a  p iece o f  slate pen cil is  not an d 
ca n  not h e  affected b y  magnetism, and 
besides, i f  this w as possible, a s  the writing 
appeared o n the inside surface o f  the slate, 
an d a s  the medium sat opposite m e, he 
must have written from his right to  his 
left and to  h im , not o n ly  backw ards, b at

rod I explanation. Perhaps w e had better fa ll | com m unicate 
the I back upon that m yth o f  Rene lim it

M ar
Mated <

next d ay I visited tw o other 
W ith  the first I obtain ed n 

H e  said he w as not w ell, an d 
st the table  with m y slates 
jr  the pen cil refused t o  w rite, 
o f  the medium alw ays depc 

the tim e, I  d o  not ic e  bow it is possible I on his obtaining a  com m unication, i 
that the medium could  have known the I c o n e d  to  m e that— a s  legerdem ain alw ays I com m enc 
question  written on the o n e  in m y hand. I works a s  it  does n ot d epen d  upon the I an d aD 1 
A ll looke d  so  very silly an d absurd that 1 1 nervous condition o f  the perform er, bu t | reach o f  

oundings always under has contro l,  
e  m edium sustained an unnecessary 
1 d o  not understand w hy be did

s it possible that the result is  not 
under the control o i t

I  replied. " L e t  
| him  corn el I  d o  n ot ca re whose ghost it 
I is, only s o  that it m akes th e  pen cil be* 
I tw een there  slates w rite a n  intelligent sen* 
I tcn ce. A  colum n o f  the m ultiplication 
I table  « ill answer m y  purpose just a s  well 
I a s  a  com m unication from  a  spirit. L e t 
I the pen cil write!** In  a  mome nt the 
I slates quieted  dow n a n d  becam e morion- 

leas, a n d  instantly I  heard the pencil

bmtbrtcd with the thought ol 
. w ould detect the fraud a s  yot 

w hen the denouement cairn

led. 1  held the slates abov 
in  open daylight, firm ly gn 

ends. T h e  medium reached 
nd a n d  p laced the ends o f  h is fine 

the slate frames, with his thui 
it. I closely watched the f a

ing I f  st 
«th Idem id u p c

A  morality based on reugk 
liable to  relapse in to A m inom i

h er d o  I care. W hat I wish to  kno

an d signed with the name 

enty y e a n  before. T h e y

I know  nothing o f  a ll

1 found  a  concourse o f  intclligcr
what I  saw 

lo w  had 1

the public in y  

expect. I  d id  I
I then p laced the clean



GOLDEN GATE, [  O c to b e r  i  -

*■ » w» w * «  <*•«**■ ■  reception into the higher realms is due to
Prom the Sun Angel Order o f Ligh t, the fact that one has met and mastered

E a rly  S p iritu al Experiences.

earthT o  the brothers and sisters 
land, greeting:

Eona rejoices much in the grand privi­
lege which is hers, that o f  coming earth­
ward to  the land o f  work and toil, the 
land where dwells the soul o f her soul, 
heart o f her heart, who longs to scatter 
broadcast, through the whole length and 
breadth o f the land, the pearly gems o f 
troth. M ay the light be seen and ac­
knowledged in e ach  and every heart; may 
each  child o f our sacred Order be bap­
tised anew with the love which comes 
tram the realms o f  the Infinite, an d thus 
blessed be able to  transmit the same 
throughout the whole earth. F or angel 
b e a m  long to see the light flood this green 
earth— the glorious fight o f  truth, which 
alone has power to liberate the children o f 
men from the thralldom with which they 
are so firmly bound.

T o  those who have been afflicted, Eona 
would give words o f  wisdom that will fall 
like good seed into the b ea m  o f many 
others. T h e  hand o f  death is  a  hand o f 
love, the fact o f death is a  glorious fact. 
In  the case o f  the dear brother, who was 
seemingly taken am id sorrowful circum­
stances, the heart o f  the angel world was 
interested . H e  was faithful to  d o  as he 
could see to  d o  Saidic’s  will, but in his 
physical were conditions o f  suffering we 
asw from this side o f  life could  not be 
healed. R elief might com e in many 
ways, but be must bear, be  most suffer. 
Loved ones here m the higher realms had 
his good at heart. Many tim es his 
dition and prospects were the topic o f 
counsel an d conve rse. Seeing, knowing 
be could not again regain his health, that 
the physical most yield to  the ravages o f 
disease,  the guides planned for his coming 
to  the higher life. W e would free him 
from every fetter and bid  him go free. 
Wisdom suggested to  our minds the only 
the best, and the wisest  way. H e waj 
prepared for bis change; only one trouble 
could  perplex an d disturb, and that trouble 
was lovingly held far from his mind, until 
free an d strong be would be able 
a n d  com e at will, bringing with him the 
blessed influences from the higher life 
with which to  bless and comfort those  be 
must leave, his beloved family. Knowing 
whence would arise his perplexities, 
kept them removed. Hardly knew 
the call had com e, so sweet an d gentle 
was the voice which bade him “  Com e up 
higher.** D eep  within his soul was a 
peace naught could disturb; not even t h e : 
cold  waves had any power to  cast a  ripple 
upon its su rface. H is loved ones bad 
obeyed the call o f  the dearly loved wis­
dom mother, and it  was well. N o  doubts 
disturbed his peaceful soul; no  fears dis­
tracted his giant mind; no trouble pierced 
his tranquil spirit. But with the words, 
•* It is  a ll right" nestling within his hcait, 
his pathway was made  smooth by angel 
bands Angel hearts ministered to  his 
spiritual needs, an d triumphantly he was 
taken home. There he m et loved ones, 
w ho, taking him to  a  place  o f  rest, bade 
him sleep for the time and be refreshed. 
T h e  smile o f joy which illumined his face 
told o f  happiness within. Not one long­
ing look turned he back upon the scenes

the lesser good, and unfolded his higher 
powers through contact with matter; has 
gained his angelhood b y becoming master­
ful, and is able to demonstrate his heir­
ship to  the Infinite by his positive attain­
ments. Kona's word to each brother 
an d sister in the Order is, be true, be faith­
ful, diligent in acquiring wisdom, allow 

me blot to  sully the purity o f your 
borne banners, an d b e assured that 

each coming home will be grand and 
bright as you are faithful and true. The 
Order in the heavens in unison with its 
counterpart in earth land desire to  see 
great good accomplished during the year 
just before us. Diligent are the spirits
—  the realm o f  light and wisdom; be ye 
diligent as ye  work in the mortal. At 
the center the guardians long to  meet their 
own— long to  prove to them through the 
beautiful language o f the spirit that the 
tie which exists as a  part o f  their being 
is the true soul-tie, which will still live, 
as now, ages on ages after this earth has 
yielded up its life, and given its lifeless 
dust back to  the laboratory o f  the Infinite,

| yet on and on our life shall run, on and 
io n through the countless forevers— the 
unnumbered eternities.

Heart o f  mine, be ye  brave; years of 
mortal life are as naught compared with 
the c o u n ties  ages yet ours. T h e  future! 
it  stretches on and on into the golden 
realms o f  home, where we can live, •  ’ '

shade o r darkness, no sad clouds, 
disturbing fears, no  retracing steps i 
the land o f  incarnation, but where the 
soul can bathe itself in the sunshine o f 
the Father’s  love. Eona's heart is  full o f 
joy an d happiness, for, soul o f mine, it is 
glorious to work as we are working; it 

ill be sweet to enter new fields o f  work 
n the glorious shore o f  borne. Eona's 

heart an d soul b  engaged in this work; 
her soul is uplifted as she can bear to  him, 
her Eon , the blessings o f  the better land. 
Patience, dearooe, the valleys are pleasant 
to  walk, when side by side w e can do 
Saidic's work. Think not too much of 
the " o v e r  there," but when weary and 
sad, stop a t the fountain and Eon a will 
bold to  thy lips the cu p  filled to overflowing 
with the crystal draught which shall cheer 
and comfort, and give renewed strength 

| for the onward march. W e would tarry 
yet a  little longer. There b  yet work to do. 
and the work u  pleasant; it gives us glad 
hearts, an d makes o f  life one contim 
Summer day.

J . B. F a yette ,  President an d Corre­
sponding Secretary o f the Sun Angel Or­
der o f Light.

Oswego. S .  Y . ,  O ctober, 1887.

In the early days o f Spiritualism, as far 
back as 1852, I was residing in Spring- 
field, Mass. A  young man, \V. A . D. 

m e, became developed as a  medium 
suddenly as the old-time Methodist« 

used to  get religion. Being naturally a 
splendid psychological subject, it required 

short time for him to become a  re­
liable and truthful medium. I will give a 

specimens o f the many interesting 
communications received from the other 
side through h b  organization.

I t  must be remembered that in thorn 
days a  Spiritualist was looked upon 
little less than a  lunatic o r a  fool, 
were a  little shy where we held our seances. 
O n  the occasion I am about to  relate, the 
young medium and myself called 
friend one pleasant afternoon at h b  place 
o f  business, he being an investigator at 
‘ e time as well as myself, both wishing 

learn all we could about the new phe­
nomena. M y friend proposed that w e ,! 
with the medium, go to  h b  barn and have 
a  seance. We accordingly proceeded 
thither, where he had a  table, a  few chairs, 
and pens, ink, pencils and paper, all pre­
pared. We seated ourselves at the table, 
my friend a t  one end, the medium 00 the 
side, and myself on the opposite side. 
H e  was immediately entranced and a 
spirit took control. H e reached h b  baud 
across the table and grasped mine, and, 
alter giving it a  hearty shake, said to  me: 

i ** M y name is William Spillcr. I was a 
sailor, and I come to  you because you 
have plowed the mighty deep." [I bad 
made a  voyage around Cape Horn in 

849 to  San Francisco.] “  Years ago I 
sailed from Norfolk, V a ., in the United 
States ship ••Congress" for a  voyage 
around the world. We went by the way 
o f  Cape Horn. Before reaching that pan 

* the voyage I was taken sick, so I »at 
( able to  do m y duty on board ship, 

and after passing around Cape Horn 1 
finally succumbed to  the d isease and wai 
buried at sea in the broad Pacific. After 
leaving the Cape I wrote a  * Farewell to 

! Cape H orn ’  in poetry, which, if  you dc- 
c , I  will give you through thb  medium 
writing. I  replied that it would be a 

great pleasure to me to  receive it. He 
accordingly caused the medium to write 
the following poem:

could put their mind upon thebaUot 
containing the 
passed 
oblige

who had
IM v„-  called death, and 
earnest seeker after truth under 

all circumstances ?

Honest Mediums.

o f  h b  earth life , although h b  heart o f 
love beat tenderly for them, for angel 
hands an d angel hearts were ministering 
to  him , an d his being  was baptized with 
a  flood o f  light a n d  love. Eona recalls 
th b  that h er brothers an d sisters 
know an d understand the deep love the 
angel band bear to  those who willingly 
place themselves under their banner, and 
the wisdom which plans and executes ir 
your walks o f  life . Far seeing  ones d i­
rected, mortals were obedient,  and oui 
risen brother, in h b  exalted condition , 
shows the proof positive that all was done 
in  love an d wisdom.

Th is  is a  time o f  great interest ■  
dwellers in the higher heavens. Coun­
cils  have m et and still will m eet, having 
for their object the pfenning o f  greater

CIO earth's children. Delegations 
the higher spheres o f  other planets 
meet with ns in our H alls o f Light, and 
to  an advanced mind, an unfolded soul, 

t a b  is a  grand time in which to  be per­
mitted to  pass to  a  higher life. B a t. 
brothers and sisters yet in  the mortal, still 
patiently work, still lovingly dwell in  your 
mortal habitations. For you there yet 
remain days, months, an d even years of 
your earth pilgrimage. It b  well with those 
who have gone before; it b  w dl with you 
who tarry, for in your hands is  placed the 
greatest work ever done to Mess humanity 
with light an d knowledge. T h e  old tinx 
creeds are fading aw ay, as fades the dark­
ness o f  night before the fight o f  dawning 
day. Men are unfolding their spiritual na­
tu re . T h e y  a rc  opening the doors o f  their

Mrs. P oye in  Chicago.

nightA  few words from the garden city 
it be  out o f  place at the present tim 

Mr. Editor, and, very seldom reading 
communication from here it would see 
as i f  C hicago bad passed away into obliv­
ion, as far as Spiritualism b  concerned- 
But we have not, I  assure you. Nearly 
a ll o f  the mee tings here are prospering, 
and several o f them are crowded every 
Sunday. M rs. A d a Foye has created 
wide spread interest, which not only aids 
one society but all. H er explanation of 
many o f  the principles o f  the philosophy 
and a  simplification o f its teachings, have 
won for her the reputation o f  being a  lec­
turer o f  ability, as well as a  medium en­
dowed with the grandest powers. During 
three Sunday evenings before the Young 
Peoples' Progressive Society, she demon­
strated her powers to  a  greater advantage 
than during her previous engagement 
T h e  last evening, especially, did we re 
ceive some o f the best results- T h e  ques­
tions that were answered won lor her 
hearty applause and the tests were never 
more satisfactory, not a  mistake being 
made, an d upward o f  forty names being 
given. T h e  hall contained every night
w  less than four hundred pen oos, thb 
being all that could  be accommodated 
with seats. T h e  assemblies consisted o f 
the best classes in the city , and many old 
Spiritualists, who were once enthusiasts 
but who now hold aloof from all societies, 
because o f  certain reasons unfamiliar |  
ourselves, were present. T h e  mibScI 
ccption tendered the lady on Friday ev 
log  « a s  quite a  success, over one hundred 
an d fifty guests being present. T h e  t 
tertainment passed o ff very pleasantly, 
d id  the social dance a t the close. The 
Young People's Progressive Society will

. .  •> Ci.Klunc ( it! h

understanding, arc beginning to  reason 
more sa d  believe less, an d this is in const  
qoetsce o f the efforts an d teachings o f  the 
angel world. Spirits have tried for ages 
to  impress upon the mind o f  their  loved 
ones thoughts concerning their true state, 
have stood by the weeping mourner and 
endeavored to comfort, and yet man has 
dsm g to  sorrow, has shrouded  death with 
gloom , w hen it Is aad  shouid be regarded 
m  a  time o f  transition, a  birth in to a 
higher Ittc. a  lifting o f  the veil which di- 
id e s  the tw o worlds that one may drop

the m tk  and
d w r life.

T h e  soul unfoidment necessary for

IBWUA TO CAPE HORS— SV WM. IPILLA*. 
Cue of cloud», of hail sod thunder, 

T o a rr if  o’er a  M»agc »cs.

On thy scalp the keen had dance».

, the iceberg stances.
i> Antarctic shore.

Ship of ook, »ith (tora-nihrina, 
Through th> plonging comber» rod. 

Like the «»r-boiM, backward dints,

s of «— ibling foam.

Day sad Ughi arc dimly blended

f hail and thunder.Cape of clouds <
Sinking o'er the ocean» »wen. 

Rallied hope and dialing  wonder. 
Shoot to thee their «lern faxe»cl

„..roducc H on. G iles Sicbbins O ct. 9th 
and 16th, Mrs. F . O - H yzcr. o f  Baltimore 
00 the 23d and 30th, Mrs. A d a Foye Nov 
20th an d 27th, and the month o f  Decem­
ber. T h e  Honorable Joel Tiffany, wdl 
known a s  one o f the oldest devotees o f 
the cause, conducted the services last Sun­
day, an d gave one o f  the most interesting 
and eloquent discourses ever given before 
the Society. T h e  judge, like all true, 
adherents, desires a  higher spirituality 
within the ranks, a  little more reverence I 
and devotion a t our meetings, an d hence i 
a  sweeter communion with our departed. 
L e t us a ll labor zealously for our cause; 
give, even if  it is so  little, for that which 
will make os a ll a  higher and purer human­
ity. T h e  young people have made an 
effort here to establish a  society that will 
aid them in the future, and we trust their 
efforts will be  appreciated by one and all. 
Inform your readers, Mr. Editor, that 
Spiritualism is rapidly advancing in  Chica­
go and over the entire community, cast 
west, north and south. Mostly T ruly 

A . L . COVLXDALE.

After giving the poem, he said further 
Could the wave which sepulchers my 

form be the winding-sheet o f  my soul, 
your solicitude for me might be less, but 
1  have a  spirit that will sing in worlds o f 
light, and triumph over the terrors o f  the 
grave," meaning that if  there was no i 
mortality that be would not be there 
|bat time giving communication .

H e was the most genial and eloquent 
spirit 1 ever had the good fortune to  meet 

ith , and years after, at almost every 
seance 1  a ttended with this medium, be 
would announce his presence  and have a 
pleasant greeting for all. I will give 00c 
more specimen o f his eloquence *.

•• Man, when frustrated in purpose, 
rarely, i f  ever, recovers his courage and 
force, but Nature instantly moves 00 again 
in her e xulting strength. What to her are 
crumbling temples and laddering pyra­
mids, she spreads her verdure over the 
ruins o f man. In  her august domain, 
empires rise and fell with as little sensa­
tion as leaves put forth and perish. She 
bushes the great dirge o f  human sorrow. 
A ll thing« are her*. A ll, from the s u n  
that tremble in the blue vault o f  heaven,! 
to  the groves o f coral that cover the pave­
ments o f  the unsounded sea, fed  the 
pulses which throb in her mighty heart. 
What then, frail man. is thy pride amid 
these stupendous attributes and achieve­
ments o f  Nature ? A  bubble that breaks 
upon the eternal thunders o f  the d eejr  

Thinking it would b e a  pleasure to  cot—  
pare some o f  the early messages received 
from the "  other side "  with those o f  to ­
day, I have written out these selections. 

7 J ohn D . E a o u .
N ew  H a v e s ,  Sept, i s ,  1887.

As spiritual mediums are very impor­
tant agents' in the phenomena o f modem 
Spiritualism, and so much depends upon 
the truthfulness o f  their communications, 
and as so many o f them are but partially 
developed in medium istic power, and less 
in moral honesty, and care more for the 
pay than the truthfulness o f their commu­
nications, 1 think it important, in the in­
terest o f  Spiritualism, that when we find 
one true in every respect, that we use our 
best efforts to  bring such a  one to the 
front so tar as lies in our power.

For this reason I wish to  relate my re­
cent experience with Mr. W . R . Colby, 

j  656 Mission S t., S. F .,  who I think will 
stand the test in every particular. Hav­
ing been confined to  the sick room for 
some months in  this h otel, and wishing to 
know bow my spirit friends regarded my 
situation, and having some knowledge of 
M r. Colby, through the agency o f  others,
I being an entire stranger to him, an ar­
rangement was made for him to com e tc 
my room 00 a  recent evening at 8  o'clock 
for a  seance in slate writing, his particular 
phase o f mediumship. An hour before 
be arrived, m y wife went out and pur­
chased five school slates, and washed them 
thoroughly cleap preparatory for the 
»were to the questions which I had written 
on small slips of paper, some seven 01 
eight in number, which were tightly fold­
ed several tim es over, and placed together 

| on my table. Mr. C olby having no know­
ledge o f their contents, hot requested that 
they should be promiscuously stirred up! 
till I did not know one from another. 
This precluded any chance for mind read­
ing in  the matter. Mr. Colby then re­
quested me to pick up one o f the papers 
in the pile, laying it separate from the 
others, and place my hand upon it, ■ 
to  entirely cover the paper, when he 
ply placed his own l**nd on the top o f 
mine for a  moment, and then taking up 
one o f the slates in the pile wrote the 
message or answer to the question, sign­
ing the name of the spirit 1 bad addressed 
in full, and upon examining the paper un­
der my hand it was found to  be correct 
in every particular. This process was 
continued till all the questions were ans­
wered, and the name o f  each spirit ad­
dressed given in full. But the roost won­
derful phenomenon was with the last taro 
slates at the hot iota o f the pile, Mr. Colby 
taking them up both together, with no 
pencil or instrument whatever between 
them, with his arm extended above his 
bead in bright gaslight fora moment when 

separate messages were given from 
three o f  the spirit panics addressed ' 
dellihlc red writing. One o f them 
untccr message for which no question had 
been asked.

All o f  this occurred in our own rooms, 
our own table, and on our own slates, 
full gaslight. Mr. Colby did  not han­

dle the slates till be took them u p to wriu 
the answers to  the questions, and then 
did not look at the slate while writing. 
In the pellet questions no clue was giver 
as to the relationship between m yself and 
the spirit addressed, yet the names and 
relationship were given o f my mother, a 
brother, and two sons, all o f  whom had 
been long in spirit life, o f  which Mr.

I Colby could have known nocking. T h e  
apparent honesty o f  Mr. Colby's medium- 
ship consists in the feet that to  those who 
not satisfied o f  the genuineness o f  the ans­
wers given to  their questions, he makes no 
change. Sometimes, however, the condi­
tions which the applicant brings with him 
are such that no communication can be 
obtained, as Mr. Colby docs not preteod 

I to control spirit powers.
J .  B . G rf.e s r.,

| o f  Court land, Sacramento River.
I COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL, S .  F .,  O ct. 9th.

3 -
Remarkable M a te r ia l]» ,^

|I feel it not only a  ■ ■  d u i; " b , ,  
e  to grre my experience d u o o jw *  

liée paper, the G oi.o e s  C a ra . «  ,
terialiring stance, through the 
(h ip  o f  chat much abused and 
stood medium, Mrs. Elsie 

horn I have been one to con d em afe^ l 
past, as I thought she was not hoacTtj 
her work;  but I feel many, like 

hasty in our judgment,. 
knowing all the inner workings of ^  
spirits to bring about perfect results. ™  
■  T h is  evening's experience has made 

ore fully comprehend  why so maay 
Cnees for materialization are so u nati^ . 
tory. T h e  material o f  which the fetfe 
I is com pored  m ay b e good, bad, or h g ,  
ferent. From this is drawn the power mf 
elements to create forms. The medic- 
is only a  magnet to focalize the forces, j. 

Its heart answering back to heart, and 1 
strong desire to  again clasp hands wfe 
the loved o f  earth, which brings oat tfe 
purest and truest. Fortunately thb drde 

| was composed o f  such material; hence 
so satisfying to  all present.

On Sunday evening. Sept. 25th, at S * 
Diego, I  attended with a  lady who f e  
just com e from Chicago, a  total stnaga 
to  all in the c ity . T h e  room was show 
sixteen feet square with bare floors. A 
black curtain hung across one corner of 
the room. Tw enty persons were pram, 
four ladies in the number. Foonca 
spirits came out. Nearly all came ta*
way acroa tire room from the cabinet A 
number demate rial ized to our new. I 
only desire to particularize three cue* 
A  spirit of a  child came out, a  niece d 
the lady who came with me, and who tad 
brought her up. The spirit met her b 
the center of the room, talking audiWj to 
her, and gave her many tests of her mew- 
tity. Another form appeared that ofifce 
lady’s mother, who called her by tar 
maiden name, and her pet name- She 
stayed some minutes, add while in each
other’s  embrace, the spirit seemed a  
melt from her arms, and passed dons, 
Apparently through the floor. Tbb wu , 
i l l  in a  good light, so we could see each - 
other very well. Then came a  d iA w  : 
ancc for illuminated forms. _ A  spirit cal- I 
ling herself an Egyptian princess shored ; 
herself in an illuminated form and robes. 
H er face and hare arms were o f dak 
color. She came done to  us all stored ' 
the circle. Many shook hands with her. 
She talked to  us all for some minuttf, 
then retired. H er lace was extremely, 

| handsome.
Then again a  light seance waacaOci 

for. Three more spirits came out, and 
Effic and Mr. G ruff sang songs foe m 
Then Effic, the little familiar »pint de­
sired me to come up in front o f  the cis- 
tain and sing the doxology. I did *> 
Before the first line was finished, the cur­
tain parted, and the spirit o f  my dor 
wife (who died twelve years ago) stood 
before me and sang with me in her sane 
old voice the whole o f  it complete, so ■  
throughout the room heard her words 
tinctly. She then dematerialized brio« 
m e. T h e  neat moment the medium off 
thrown out o f  the cabinet against fee»  
suddenly I had to catch hold o f ^er* 
prevent felling. She was fully dressed» 
when she went in . Th is  was to grow, 

I beyond Ml cavil, that the forms were off 
o f her person.

I am glad, to  have the opportunity.^ 
thb  fete day*, to  testify to her great | *  
M ay she make many hearts rejoice in *  
knowledge that thetr loved ones still p| 

|greet them from the "  evergreen shore- 
burs truly in  the cause o f  troth and j»  
c . D a . H . M. Baiixv-
E l  C ajon,  San D iego C o .,  Cal.

Testim on ial

"  At the spiritualist meeting in Malcolm 
H all last night, G . L . W oods, while in a 
trance, threw Court Stenographer Hitch­
cock completely in the shade for fast writ­
ing. M r. W oods occupied the high plat­
form at theend o f  the hall, and 
in plain sight o f  every body. H e looked 
and acted as i f  he had a  fit o f ague

I wish, through the G olden G â »* 
rite a  note to my brothers and ■ ffC**1 

relation to a  worthy medium. The F  
son in question is Mrs. Dr. FJcanpr 
tin, o f 73  Lane avenue, Columbus,*#* 
who has a  card in the Golden Gats- 
have tested staler Martin very extcn»*« 
and to  say that she is  fine in her ̂  
answering scaled letters is «0 
mild w ay. |

1 has

I  KUCII *» "  r — 1
M y experience am oag*"j 

been rather extensive, ^

“ 2 ?  “ ¡ j . ,h® h * ium¿d
m ule lire reporters Mm ache even ¿ I . .  tK_  kJ Í  ™ r . £ T t  h .w  o t r W !-------. . — , i->  the best medium I have e t d i , .

»<• »  perfect ted ; in  ,
■  U* * ed “ *  * 'em  p eu - „ 0rd. l  feel proud o f  ber

Query.

W ill Mr. Bishop please inform os whose 
mind it  n s  he rend »h en  he duplicated 
the test the! a  spiritual medium had just 
accom plished, that o f selecting a  certain 
ballot from a  number upon the table, 
when the whole number (say tune) had 
been so miaed up that not a  mortal prea-

ache
watch the proceeding, 
in the meantime,
tossed sea. H e  wrote exactly thirty 
utes, an d at the end o f that time there 
were sixty pages of copy, and on each 
page one hundred an d twenty-five words 
quite fairly written. T h u  would make 
seven thousand five hundred words In all, 

hundred an d fifty a  minute, which 
is  rather more than the most expert sten­
ographer ca n  write shorthand. A nd this 
was in  longhand, and, though not the best, 
still quite fair writing. T h e  reporter took 
pains to examine everything, an d he could 
see no loopholes for a  fraud. Curiously 
enough, Mr. Woods, who it  not an edu­
catedm an, could not, on reading the lec­
ture, pronounce a ll the words, and had to 
call for assistance. H e  will he remem­
bered by St. Paulites as the magnetic 
bath man who figured in a  neat liu le  ro­
mance about a  year ago. H e  is  quite an 
o p e n  in spirit letter writing.''— 5 /. P *u l

itucKcyc state, a n a  a n  r e « » * " - - "  g 
those who feel a  love for húnS*¿ y  
troth. I f  you enclose a  "  * • *  ^
written to  your loved ones on g, 
I side o f  life, you will get a  rep? ^  
them, and your seal will be 'n*lW g| 
you receive it back to your hand*- 
brotherly love for all our spinta» 

both sides, 1 am yours,  ̂ RoO0 *  

iSSJ*
S .L .1  

E, O hio, O c t- 1

P ion u r P r u t.

Never  be discouraged h e * * .  1 
things go  »0 slowly here; ^  
daily u> do that good which 
your hand. D o  not huny. ¿  
gent. Enter into the suduu«  . 
G o d  can afford to ^  J \ 3 c k <  
we. fence we hate him » £ « * * * .  
L e t patience have her perte 
forth her celestial íro » .



October 1 5 . 1SS7.] GOLDEN GATE.
Open Letter to the Seybert Commission

r e . «/— • v  /

i: with Ihc other iU ic  and again grasped | 
tb c a  in my hands. I did not tic mv 
handkerchief around them this time, bat 
held them firmly. I know the slate was 
clean when I placed the pencil on k .  I 
took every po e ible precaution. 1 know 
the slates were mine, with my private 
mark on them. I  know they were in my 
grasp all the time. Again I heard the 
pencil move and heard it  write a  few 
words and stop. I  opened the stales; 
found written thereon these words; "  ' 71* 
true, G od b leu  y ou ,"  and signed with ¿he 
name written on the paper in my right I 
hand, and I d id  not know myself the 
name I had taken from my left hand un­
til after the communication was made.

N ow , gentleman. I have written you a 
plain, truthful statement o f m y experi­
ence at Cassadaga Lake. I know I saw 
what 1 have stated, and that I have re­
lated it  as I saw it, but I  d o  not know 
bow it was done. There is  no magician j 
living that can d o what I taw done, with 
the aid o f his a n  alone. M y experience 
was hut that o f  one among hundreds sdll 
move wonderful, which were related to  I 
m e by honest, intelligent men and womenj 
whose testimony would be conclusive in n  
cause being tried in an y court in  out 
country.

O n  page eight o f  your report you say 
“ the long messages are prepared by-the 
medium before the seance . T h e  short, 
ones, answers to  questions asked during 
the seance, are written under the tabic 
with what skill practice can confer, 
slate with its message already written 
in some way be substituted for one which 
the sitter knows to be clean. T h e  short 
answers must be written under trying cir­
cumstances, out o f sight, under the table, 
with all the motions o f the arm o r hand

seen nothing in m y short and imperfect 
investigation that demonstrates a  spirit- 
life,— I sincerely wish I had— but I have 
seen that done w hi 
plained by an y know

concealed.”
Gentlemen, you are mistaken. It is 

not done the way you describe. The 
slates arc not changed; they are not 
placed under the table. T h ey d o not tor J 
a  moment leave the sight or hand o f  the 
•utter, and to all appearance an inanimate j 
fragment o f  stone performs an intelligent 
act without the aid o f human hands. 
How is  it  done 3 A n  expectant public 
awaits your answer.

It is  just possible after all that these 
crude and unsatisfactory manifestations 
m ay be faint “  footprints on the bound­
aries o f  a  future world.** Is there any­
thing in  the philosophy o f life o r  the 
mysteries o f  death that denies the possi­
bility o f  spiritual visitations to  this earth ?
I  know that in a  history deem ed sacred 
by the Christian world wc have the narra­
tion o f  a  number o f  wonderful events 
which, if  true, afford evidence— strong
II a s  proof o f  holy writ"— that such 
rations d id  occur. T h e  episode in 
life o f  Saul, when b e conversed with the 
spirit o f  his old friend Samuel; the angel 
that rolled back the stone from “  the 
tom b;" "  the young man clothed in long 
white garments "  that Mary Magdalen a
Mary the mother o f  James saw sitin g  |__
the right side o f the sepulcher; the angel 
that came to the prison o f  Peter, broke | 
o ff his fetters, opened h b  prison doors, 
an d swung back the iron gates; o f  the 
one that visited Paul and Silas while inj 
prison, and the one that talked with
Zacharias and with Mary; the v o ic e_
the baptism o f Christ; the heavenly host 
singing over the plains o f Judea, and the 
scene a t  the Mount o f  Transfiguration, as 
well as the voice that cried *• Saul! Saul I 
why persecutes« thou me ?”  Although | 
these events occurred long centuries ago,; 
yet in Him who sits on high there b  nc 
change. What he has once permitted 
may again come to pass. I f  human testi­
mony from the bedside o f dying Chris-L 
tu n s  b  to be believed, even to-day how 
often have the pains o f  death beeni 
snaged by the welcome voices o f those | 
that have gone before, while the flutter! 
m g o f  angels’  wings has been heard by 
ears growing dull in death. W hy may it 
not b e that in the progress o f  intellectual 
development man is approaching nearer 
an d yet neater to  the presence o f  h b  Cre­
ator, until be  may at last hear the whis­
pering voices o f  the living dead ? Surely 
our revered religion would have nothing 
to  fear from this evidence. It would  be
an auxiliary to  the Christian b elief,___
firm many a  wavering faith, and smooth 
many a  pillow o f  death. 1  tell you, gen­
tlemen, there is no  comfort in doubts o f  | 
the future. T h e  life that has no Chris­
tian faith in it is cold an d cheerless indeed. 
But all men do r.ot have this faith. That 
which is evidence to  one mind fails 
convince another; bow priceless then be­
yond all the wealth o f earth would be 
that evidence which would demonstrate 
to  doubting minds the fact that the loved 1 
ones b y whose graves they stand "  
not dead, but sleeping.”

Now understand roc, gentlemen, I do 
not say that the manifestations I saw came 
from the spirit world— if  there b  such 1 
world (?)— but I d o  say that I  d o  not be 
h ere that they were feats o f legerdemain

On page 68 o f you« report you speak  o f 
“  a  very remarkable slate-writing experi­
ment which a  Mr. Keltar has performed,'" 
etc. I d o  not know what Mr. Kcllar cai 
d o , but I  d o  know what he can not d o  by] 
virtue o f  h b  skill a s  a  conjuror, H J  
H e can mat make a fragm ent o f stone, plated  
between tw o slate* tehieh  /  haU  in  m) 
hands, w rite an intelligent sentence. Sc 
far 1 defy him, or any other living magi­
cian. H e  can not perform the experi­
ments I witnessed. I f  he thinks he car 
I would be pleased to  become the victim 
o f  h b  deception. L et him try 1 I  have

__this I am  not alone. Scientists, the!
latchct o f  whose shoes you and I are un- 

•orthy to  loose, have seen the like and 
been unable to  explain it. and you, gen­
ie men, win have to look farther than you 
a n  with a  "  pocket mirror ”  ere you solve 

the problem.
Is there such a  power a s  “ a iie  fo r c e ? '' 
b  it  like the Scandinavian god o f  north- j 

n mythology, O din, from which it b  | 
supposed the term is derived, a  myth, a 
baseless fabric o f  a  dream that exists only I 

the imagination o f  men ?
H I  do not question the fact that you have j 
discovered frauds, as you narrate, yet no 
science h. s  ever been investigated, no 
theory o f  r, ligi. n  developed, but in  their 
path truth and error have walked side by 
side, yet ti e footprints o f  error never ; e  
obliterated the pathway o f  truth. O f 
course there arc hundreds o f  false or 
spurious manifestations o f spirit-life, not I 
alone in so called Spiritualism, but even j 
the religion o f the Christian world has for 
hundreds o f  years been tainted with these 
frauds and deceptions. T h e  minister o f  | 
our revered religion would have a  hopeless 
task to  perform, who, in his advocacy off | 
the troth o f  the miracles o f  the Savior, 
was compelled to combat and explain the 
hundreds o f  false miracles that were per­
formed by the priesthood o f  past centuries. 
D r. Isaac Taylor says that, “  From the 
period o f the Nicene Council and onward, 
miracles o f the roost astounding kind were 
alleged to be wrought from day to d ay;" 
and to  reason that the falsehood o f these! 
pretended miracles tainted with fraud 
those performed by the Savior is 
u fu itu r— so plain that he is little skilled 

logic and has leas common tense who 
does not see it.

Gentlemen o f the Seybert Commission 
O f course 1 may have been deceived. _ I 
certainly did not have a  pocket mirror 
my investigations, and perhaps then 
lies my weakness; yet, as I held the slates 
myself,— as they were not out o f  my grasp 

moment, an d certainly not under 
the table o r  out o f  my sight, o r  in tl 
hands o f  the medium, I d o  not sec that 
looking-glass is an important factor in tl 
solution o f the mystery.

report, gentlemen, touches a  be­
lie f dear to thousands. T h at belief is 
spreading rapidly. It b  not based upon 
faith alone, but on what it* votaries be­
lieve to  be positive demonstration. Henry 
Seybert was a  firm believer in its truth, 
and with a  generosity that puts to  shame 
much o f the bigotry o f  the world, be 
made a  generous bequest to  enable you to 
thoroughly test its troth. Although he 

ardent believer in Spiritualism, yet 
he left a  large sum o f  money to  cause an 
investigation which might destroy the very 
foundations o f  h b  cherished belief. He 

leave the thousands o f dollars (1 
d o  not know how many) to propagate hb 
creed, as many wealthy devotees o f the 
various Christian churches have done; 
b at with the desire only that h b  fellow- 
men might know the troth o f  "  all systems 
o f moral religion or philosophy which as­
sumed to  represent the troth, and particu­
larly o f  Modern Spiritualism.*' N o more 
generous, unselfish act was ever done by 
philanthropic Christians. N o pet creed 
was to be propagated, no favorite theory 
to be established, no falsehood to  be 
shielded, hot troth, that emanation from 
the throne o f  eternal justice, was what he 
desired you to  seek. Gentlemen, have 
you completed your task ? H ave you 
found it ? Remember your investigations 
will affect the happiness o f  many. Your 
wit and sarcasm, while it U covert, b  all 
the more c ro d . It b  pointed a t the re­
ligious belief o f  those who need not bend 
the knee to  you in honesty o f  purpose, 
conscientiousness o f  action, or intelligence 
o f  opinions. Those who would not will 
ingly deceive themselves in so important: 
matter as “  the evidence o f a  future life;1 
to  them the ground on which you stand b  
holy ground; on it are gathered all those 
they loved in life and mourned

small portion o f  the bequest. L et the ** 
professor o f  magic do what the mediums A  S p irit  Child’s  Letter,
o f  Cassadaca L ike did In the presence I ■  ■ - .
o f scores o f  intelligent men and women, | [WrMwn a— »«fc tru— r« 

» A"d and science will know something 1
known to her votaries— o r a  great fraud 
will be exposed to  the gase o f an amused 
and credulous public.

Respectfully yours,
A . B . R ich mono.

Trae M arriage.

Marriage is an institution supposed to 
be ordained by G od. In its highest idea 
it undoubtedly b ,  but a s  it b  carried out 

life it partakes fo  much o f  the earth 
earthy, it loses in the retrospect much of 

divine character, and b  hardly worthy 
be called o f God. In  the early ages o f 

the world it  bore evidence o f nothing more 
than the simply mating  o f  pairs, congenial 
x  otherwise, to  suit the wants o f nature in 
.he natural condition, and one wife was 
not always recognised as sufficient in the 
animal economy generally for the wants of 
the natural man; hence the wives and 
concubines— proof to the present genera­
tion against the divinity o f  the Scriptures, 
which, while forbidding adultery, seem t o : 
sanction it in thb  way. Whilst the human 
mind is in a  constant state o f  development 
it gropes in darkness, and finds the light 
only as it  grows in spiritual development, 
which unfolds its capacity to  understand 
the true laws o f life.

T h e  law o f marriage, as a fixed law, un- j 
doubtcdly confines itself to  the union of 
male and female. T o o  often are two per­
sons joined together, totally regardless of 
aught but the commonest attraction, which 
passes as genuine, and too often b  found 
as worthless dross, which defiles the man, 
and makes o f him a  deformity in the mar­
ital relation. Worse still for the woman.

D m  G i u i p p a :— I  am right here 
close by your side, an d want to  tell you 
how nice everything b  in m y home with 
mamma Adelaide in the Summer Land, 
so that little girls and boys may know that 
we are just the same real girls and boy; 
as before we got sick an d went to  sleep to 
wake among so many pretty things in the 
spirit world. I wish you could see the 
lovely flowers and everything here, then 
you would he glad to  come here, if  you 
did have to  get sick and go  to  deep as I 
d id; it is not nice to  be rick and cough 

hard, but you would forget that when 
u com e here, for you will then be so 

happy and not have time to  remember 
how bad you felt then. There are a  great 
many in the spirit world to  help you be 
happy and forget your pain there.

I  think it  b  very nice to  com e and tel! 
you bow it  h  in  our home in the spirit 
work), and “  Mamma Adelaide "  likes to 
help me com e so I can talk to you. My 
home it with her and is just as real as my 
home with my real mamma was_ before I 

1 spirit. I have real playthings now 
io d  love them just asmuch as I did those 
I had before I  «rent to  sleep and came to 
the spirit world. I  d o  not know just how 
o r where these all come from, but i f  I 
want anything very much I very soon 
find them right here in ray home with 
“  Mamma Adelaide." I  think she can 
tell where they come from, l it t le  girls 
and boys come to  tee me every  day or I 
go  to their homes and we have very nice 
times and a  great deal o f  fun. I do not 
walk just a s  you do and do not know why, 
unless it is because we are spirits, as you 
call us. We are just like we were before 
we came here and h are as real fun a s  be-

H er nature b  spiritual, and approaches 1 — . . .  .
the angelic, as she posses from the merely l l  “  not har _̂ w0*  10 Sct 3 *P,n • °*! 
humaiT into the realms where the light o f » « « one I only went to  s eep andhuman into the reaims where the light 
the spiritual unfolds itself to her. The 
law o f unfoldroent in h er case b  more rap­
id , and when the discovery is made, that 
the natural marriage does not prove itself 
o f  spiritual origin, the work o f usurpation 
commences, and the lower condition, be­
comes triumphant. Men are endowed 

nth a  power o f passivity to  which women 
an not attain. Their soul revolts a t the 

injustice done them in their fruitless de­
lire  true lives, and as their nature 

expands, as maternity comes to  them, they 
feel their right to bring into the world 
their offspring under higher conditions, 
and their souls shudder at the thought 
that nothing but the. most ordinary animal 
attraction is lying at the bottom o f all their 
anxiety to produce their kind.

T o  thb  fact, in part, may lie the desire, 
past ages, for the subjugation o f woman. 

T h at she has been the victim rather than 
the companion o f man has been well at­
tested. T h at her nature demands more 
than man's b  certainly evident. W hy she 
has occupied the position of the inferior 

long as she has can hardly be answered, 
j  T h at the time is coming, when the woman 

take, a  higher position In the order o f 
creation may be true, but thb  time wil 

begin till the law o f spiritual attrac- 
i is recognized as the basis o f all trot 

marriage. With the higher law at work in 
both sexes the natural conditions o f  hu­
manity will become more elevated, and true 
marriage will result in the development o f 

: superior to  an y now in existence, 
lis  we wait and hope.

A  Startling Manifestation.

___! death
decent respect for the feelings, a 

well as the opinions o f your fellow-men 
should silence your w it, smother you 
sarcasm, and prompt you to  perform your 
duty as becomes thoughtful, earnest. 
Christian men.

Gentlem en, will you please turn to  pages 
1x5, 11 6 , and 117  of your able report. 
Read them. D o you think they accord 
with either the dignity o r  responsibility of 
your position?

It may be that the believers in spiritual 
manifestations are in error- an d I  confess 
that /  / ta r  they arr— yet until you 
explain all the phenomena that attend 
their seances on the theory o f fraud, you 
are not entitled to  a  verdict. T h e  frauds 
you have discovered only go 
they are concerned. Remember that the 
daughter o f  Jairus w as raised from the 
dead, notwithstanding the spurious mira­
cles that were performed during the mid­
dle  ages.

In  conclusion, gentlemen, let m e make 
a  suggestion to you: I f  the so-called inde­
pendent slate-writing b  the work o f  a  con­
juror, as you report, can not you find 
within the broad confines o f  this earth 
some professor o f  magic who con make, 
through the agency o f  h b  art, an inani­
mate piece 0« stone write an intelligent 
sentence o n a  slate ? It is a  simple thing 
10 d o if  legerdemain can d o it. Then 
hire him to e xplain  to  the world bo* 
done— surely your means are ample— you 
would be but obeying the wishes o f the 
generous dead who gave the moocy for 
that purpose, should you so expend -

A  D o c Sto by .— An F.nglish writer tells 
the following: "  A  family let their house 
furnished, leaving in it a  large dog. T h e  
tenant was an old lady who liked to  sit in 
a  particularly comfortable chair in the 
drawing-room; but, as the dog w asabo 

1 very food o f th b  chair she frequently 
• found him in possession. Being rather 
lafraid o f the dog she did not dare to 
drive him out, and therefore used to go 

ito the window and call, ‘ Cats!’  T h e  
dog would then rush to the window and 
bark, and the lady would take posse ssion 
o f  the chair. O ne day the d og entered 
the room and found the lady in possession 
o f the chair. H e  ran to  the window and 
barked excitedly. T h e  lady got up to  see 
what was the matter, and the dog instantly 
seated himself in the chair. ’— Home Re­
ligious H erald.

“  Whim :  writing* U ncle Tom ’s C a bin ,"  
iys Mrs. Stowe to a  recent interviewer, 
I  was filled* with an enthusiasm which 

transfused m y being, knew no hinderar.ee, 
rival interest, no relief but in writing 

I  had young children, was keeping 
house and teaching school at the tune, 
and never worked so hard; but I bad 

rite. Dinner had to  be got, I knew, 
had to be written just a s  much— aye, 

and move, too. It was as though it was 
cn  through m e, I only holding the 

I  was lifted o ff my feet. Satisfied ? 
t  never thought about being satisfied. 
When it was done it  was finished and 
relief came. I never felt the same with 
anything I  afterward wrote.”

hristian equanimity does not consist 
i c  art o f  concealing our feelings in 

the presence o f  others; in the art o f  smil­
ing while the heart b  bunting with sup­
pressed passion; nay, Christianity bsom e­
thing more than mere worldly wisdom; 
it is  deep and soul animating truth. T h e  
bright glance o f  the eye is not to be an 
effect o f  art, hot the expression o f  a  serene 
soul.—  Ysehokke.

A D V E R T ISE M E N T S.

I attended a  seance given on Wednes­
day evening at G .  A . R . Hall by Mrs. 
Mott. 1 «rent as a  |kcptic an d carried 
two slates sealed. In  one I placed a 
question which I  requested m y spirit wife 

answer. In  the other I  asked the spirit 
o f  my father to  come and sign h b  full 
name.

These slates were deposited on a  table 
near the medium. I  sat where I had my 
eyes on them all the time. Mrs. Mott 
d id  not move them, but her hand rested 
upon one. I watched her very closely, 
and finally asked i f  she would be kind 
enough to  take my slate next. She re­
plied that she would if  she could, but that

hen  I awoke I was here in “  Mamma 
Adelaide’s ”  home and did not cough any 
more, and have not been sick a t  all. M y 
seal mamma is not a  spirit, and when I 

see her “  Mamma Adelaide ” 
goes with me where she b ,  and we carry 
the sweetest flowers we can find, for my 
mamma loves them; she does not always 

them, but we d o always take them 
because we love flowers very much and 
they make my real mamma happy because 
her Edna thinks to bring them to her.
They are real-flowers and mamma can see e ' k > 
them sometimes, but not always.

W e love every body here and are happy! 
all the time, but like to  go to  our rea l' 
mamma and papa and see them laugh and 
be glad. I was four y e a n  old when I 
came to  the spirit world and am seven 
yean  old now, and have had a  lovely time 
all the time, hut 1  love my own mamma 
just the same and want her to come here 
and stay all the time, just as mv papa has.

I  want to tell all the little gins and boys 
that when they get sick and go  to  sleep, 
as I did, they will wake up and find such | 
nice things around them, and they will | 
have a  spirit and never be sick any more, 
and will have as many playthings a s  they 
want. I have a  real live pony, dog, kitty, 

.dollies and a  great many playthings. AI 
I little boy told me that be d id not want a 

kitty a t  all, but be had some lovely rab­
bits, and I  d o  not want rabbits because 1 1 

j love my kitty better. Boys d o not always | 
like just what girls d o, an d may be that is 
why boys love rabbits. I never get real j 
hungry, and my grandma said I never did 
before I came here. There is  a  great 
deal o f fruk here to  eat if  we d o get 
hungry. I never raw a  cook stove h ere; 
though.

love to have «little boys and girl 
from their earth home to  our spirit 

home. W e always know when they
coming to  us, and we gather flowers J__
every pretty thing we can find and make
every place in  our home as lovely j____
~ ; and when the little one opens its, 
eyes and looks around almost scared, we 
commence to sing, and before we are 
done it begins to be happy an d soon 
singing with us, and then we nave a  grand 

trying to  prevent it  from wanting to 
go  back to  the old home .too soon. \Ve! 
love to  see the eyes open wide as though 
they were going to be frightened, and 
then ire ring an a shout for jo y  and have 
grand times. M y “  Mamma Adelaide ”  
calls her home my spirit home, and I «rill 
be there when m y mamma comes. Then 
we will have all the little girls and boys I 
know to help make her nappy when she 
opens her eyes. She won't be scared any, 
but oh  how glad she will be  to  b e with all 
o f us, an d we will make every thing ring 
with our songs.

When sre are in your home 
just as real a s  before sre cam e asray to the 
spirit world, and sometimes vre hear all 
you say. M y grandma and grandpa 

. coming here when they get all the work 
done. I  g o  and help them every day 
they will get it  done quicker, for I am 
a  hurry for them to  come.

I f  any real sick boy or girl reads this 
letter I hope they will be glad that I have
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her hand was badly bruised. Soon the 
President o f  the meeting said she could 
d o no more, so  m y slate was not held.

Upon returning to my room, howev 
I opened that in which I had placed the 
question to m y dear wife, and to my great 
surprise there was a  message in it from my 
father, signed b y his full name. How did 
the writing get there ? I  cannot tell, but 
it has given me something to  think about.
I  w ill, from this time forward, strive to bt 
a  better man. -I have bad habits— take 
too much whiskey and play poker too 
much for ray own good. In this message 
my angel father tells me o f things 
00 earth but myself knows. I f  I  never
receive another, this message will he my I ___ .  ,._r _
guide through life. I blear that g o o d ! told them how very 
medium for it. It gives me hope, mas- spirit world, where we d o not get sick and 
much as it proves my dear father has been have such nice times, an d where no o  
with m e to bless and cheer. H e will nev- will bother them. D o not be afraid

dramshop again. _______com e, for it  is just like going to sleep and

IIl  who scabs you in the dark with a 
pen, would d o the same with a  pen-knife, 
were he equally safe from detection and 
the law.

waking up among beautiful flowers and 
lots o f  laughing children, who will do all 
they can to  make you happy; then you 
will be glad you came here to  live with 
Good-by now. E d n a  S quiad

----Undertaker an d Embalmer,-----
» EDDY STREET.
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A* w* look over the (word* o f ___
c  man u  an intellectual being, arrived 

Hi» present status by hi» individual 
exertion.

The action o f simple thought awakens 
the perceptive faculties, which 
portant agencies in the education o f the 
mind, bringing it into a condition of 

-w  perior cultivation by constant study. 1 
I exercise imparts to the mind in  invigorating 
effect, calling into activity and stimulating 
tha functions o f the brain. By this pro- 

I cea* the mental faculties acquire greater 
acumen, a move coociae method of reason­
ing from cause to effect, investigating and 
dissecting all subject, extracting the 
and substance o f truth or error, which 
the subjects under Investigation contains; 
thus acquiring the precise estimate of our 
mental capacity, unfolding day by day an 
earnest desire lor improvement. To grow 
and expand to the utmost limit of our 
mental capacity should be the ambition 
o f every progressive mind.

This done— this intense longing which 
fills the soul far something higher and bet­
ter— awakens a  yearning to penetrate be- 
yood the environments which encompass 
os about; to drink from the perennial 
fountain o f infinite knowledge, which be­
comes more luc-giving, more inspiring, the
oftener we imbibe from this inexhaustible 
source-

Self-culture is a temple o f our owi-----
dowmeot, adorned and embellished with 
all the treasures of a  cultivated intellect,— I

Through whose windows — hokolJ
Tko priceless matures whtch iltam* Ike soul. 

Which will not take wings and fly away, 
as do worldly possessions; neither will 
moth or rust corrupt, or thieves break 
through and steal; neither will eternity 
dun their luster, hut they will shine 
renewed refulgence in that land o f divine 
wisdom and everlasting progression.

The pursuit o f knowledge is difficult 
and arduous, leading through thorny and 
devious way», but ever upward and 
ward, refining the crude dross of the 
educated mind, until it becomes shining 
grains o f golden wisdom purchased 
iris untiring cocrgy of menu! labor.

O akland,  Sept. s j .  *87.

Tatm i.— Every one wishes to have 
troth on has ride; but it u  not every 
that sincerely wishes to be on the side of 
troth. Men miss troth more often from 
their indifference about it than from intel­
lectual incapacity. 11c who propagates a 
delusion, and he who connives at it, when 
already existing, both alike tamper with 
troth. We must neither lead nor leave 
men to mistake a  falsehood tor truth 
Not to undeceive is to deceive.— <frr4 
b itk» f lVAatdy:

- TVs closing o M k a  of W. J. Colville'.

There is no religion higher than troth, 
and all religious and metaphysical ryx— i  
should be to teach a way by which each | 
individual could perceive the ' truth for 
himself. Even the teaching* of tha 
world’s great masters, unimpeachable as 

I they may be and are, can only instruct as. I 
*1 The teachings o f illumined minds o f all 

ages, without a  doubt, can point the per­
fect way by which, through a  proper ap­
plication, we can actualize the troth 
within ourselves, but it availeth nothing 
unless we ourselves take the steps upon 
the ladder o f progress; oakaa by work» 
we demonstrate their teachings to our 
consciousness, vre can not have a  knowl­
edge o f their fullest value, far all individ­
ual knowledge 1» gained by experience, and 
experience can only be obtained by prac­
tice.

The truths which we spiritually perceive 
we can not doubt. Those which we ac­
tu a l»  in word and act in our every day 
walks of life are to us profound convic­
tion». Without knowledge, we can have 

I no conviction. Practical experience brings 
the knowledge that advances us 10 a higher 
round upon the ladder. • •  A s a  man or j 
woman thinketh, so is he or she.“  The 
moment we begin to think do we begin Co 

iprcw just what we think. If  the mind 
I  in troth we can no longer doubt or fear.
Truth proves its presence in the mind by 
restoring all 10 divine harmony, or to per­
fect proportion.

The acceptance o f teachings, because 
certain master minds have given them to 
the world, docs not give as knowledge- I  
True, they ate guides pointing the wav. I

the path and spiritually I M 
discern and intuitively realize them far I 
ourselves by living them. Troth is one. (I 
Life is unity. Spark ‘ 
all expression. As

grasp and hold broad ideas 
o f universal spirit and its attribute*, we 
begin to realize their presence within, 
pressing forward far expression. This 
truthful attitude o f mind illumines the 
mental horizon, which expands the mind 
and enables us to exprum soul qualities.

A  mind unobMructed by iUoorrc thought 
U express harmony. Reason will then 

guide all expression into divine symmetry.
There are central troths which arc necct- 

bc held in mind by the investi- 
gator if  he desires Co actualize spiritual 
science, and thereby become a Gnostic—  
knowing for himself. We should not lose 
sight o f the truth that the One Life is 
Omnipresent, and includes all; therefore 
goodness and harmony pervade all. If 

lo not recognise these troths we have 
yet awakened to a  consciousness of 

them. They arc not dependent upon 
recognition for their existence or peca- 
e. spirit is one. One being the __ 

number o f unity, and unity being  the I *** 
condition o f one. or oneness, the |J |^ | 

seeming division .of life in creation is de- ■ ■  
lusivc. There can he no division or dis­
union. •* God’s  kingdom is one- ’’

There is no object in nature entirely 
inanimate. The one life animates all 
things; tha rock, the vegetable, the ani­
mal, and the human. If we sincerely 
and earnestly meditate upon these troths, 
the mind will expand to a  full realization 
o f them. Then we will have lost the 
feeling and thought of separateness and 
isolation through a  conscious blending 
with the whole Thus we may pass 
through the “  gate* o f gold"  into the 
universal—« spiritual condition which 
bears us on the infinite ocean of truth into 
•he harmony o f the eternal. It is pure 
nctaphysical thought which will guide 
Mir bark aright; but we are divine spirits ■

¿guide our thoughts p*

being, and thus by experience we | 
B to know the divine by expressing 

the divine. We build upon the rock ol 
unity and oneness which forever exists, 
knowing that all parts are included in and 

in narmony with the whole, and nec- 
•nly partake o f iU qualities. And 

thus we do perceive and feel the divine 
unity o f life, manifest and unmamfest. 
Notwithstanding the senses reveal sepa­
rateness, discord or disunion, these ate 
delusive; they are only seeming and will 
pass away. They will vanish in the light 
of the troth as viewed by an expanded, 
consciousness or broadened comprehen­
sion.

SIMM (N. E.), Wathiogio«, D. C
It—CPU SUssL Boston, 
of ta *  — -  
e. Tm|

• develop as 
Mk. by Motor, J . W. Fletcher,
6  H—coo Slice 1, Boston. Mam.
»Hosted. Tm u, fa.

Mrs. Cuter, tko spirit photographer, will 
(rtowds Seventhlaki pictures of your apsrrt (ri 

street. Oakland, on Monday a 
sack wool, unlit further notice.

Mm. S. Sur, ftyck amsl 
her Monda and tko public that she 
her public work tara lime, etatog puyctumelrtc 
readings by letter only. All so 
diagnosed and treated. Residence. $13 ji

Mr*. M. Miller, a 
la inform her friends

Cartatura and carpels; bath-room, ...
•UC1.11 dir... A r fa u .1  hoax fa.

Fro— ooo.

_________ ___
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So m  Genial C h at from Boston.
do not wonder that people are so attracted 
to  them, thus seeking first the kingdom o f 
heaven with the expectation that all else 

I will be added to  them.
While having this genial chat, and 

; he might speaking about what 1 read from Daw- 
th me n est *,jrn  H •c , ,t r  *bout spirit frauds, a  Iistcnc

I wont mention hi* m

^  *  *"“ * u,i ; ,v- '| t o  our confab broke in  and said, "  Here,
m e  rf I  did. H e  had been at Onset. Welherbee. is . h a t  suits m e ."  and he lend 
and bad just returned from that wide the following from a  spiritual paper that 
awake camp-meeting, at which be bad he had been reading. In  (act it had been 
lingered a  week o r tw o since its formal to Ms mind for some time, be waiting for 

d o se; a  good many d o at that place
« b K h  is gelling to  be as much a  rami r ^ r  ,|m . . .  I( you wi„  pKm: ¡ hcse 

r phenomena to be o f spirit origin, then I 
will believe." T h e  man w h o read this 

of those honest seekers after

mac w i t  |B i opportunity to put in a word without 
'  ! being impolite. What h e read so  approv-

much a  rural | lm,K. . k .c «. ir  - in  
settlement a s  it  is  a  camp-meeting 
Summ er resort. H e  interested me very 
much in relating his experience there o f 
four o r  five weeks, for be is a careful and
intelligent observer. 1 d o  not propose to 
make an article out o f his observations in 
his genial chat with m e, for some o f  them | 
would be "  chestnuts," an d, a t  any rate, 
it  would make m y article lengthy, and 
perhaps at the expense o f  interest. One 
remark, however, has suggested a  thought, 
t o  which I will refer, and use it for my 
subject.

This good brother had heard Charles 
Dawbam lecture there and thought him | 
a n  interesting and intellectual speaker, 
foil o f  suggestions that set one to  think* 
in g. I  agreed with him , for in that re­
spect I  consider him a  very able man. 
M y friend said Dawbam seemed inclined 
to  speak disparagingly o f  the phenomena, 
o r  rather those wonder-seekers who mani­
fested an interest in them as If the phe­
nomena were the whole o f  Spiritualism. 
A fter one is satisfied be ought to  give his | 
attention to what the phenomena teaches.
1  got the impression, said my colloquial, 
that be considered the lecture hall more 
instructive and interesting than the seance 
room, an d I thought, said b e, he was not 
favorably disposed toward materialisation.

With a  letter in m y pocket just received | 
from Brother Dawbam, I  knew m y friend 
was wrong in regard to  the phase to  which 
he referred, though be was cautious in  
what he said o f it. I  read this passage, 
then, from Mr. Dawbam s  letter (I hope 
I am not betraying confidence in doing 
so): "  I went to  Mrs. Ross' an d the 
Berrys' at Onset; saw good phenomena j 
a t  both, but some o f  it  was outrageous' 
spirit fraud."

1 d o  not believe Dawbam and 1 differ 
a  bit on that subject. 1  think there is a  [ 
hundred tim es as much spirit fraud in  I 
these seances for materialization as there 
is  mortal fraud; an d I count m yself a  de­
fender o f  the phase a s  a  fact; certainly a 
persistent one, i f  not an able one; and 
yet on the very quotation I have given 
from Dawbam 's private letter we unques­
tionably perfectly agree. I  will have to 
d o  this again, so 1 will leave the point for 
the moment.

Mr. D awbam , like most o f  the pla' 
form lights, talks a s  if  progress,  higher 
spiritual life, human elevation, intellectual 
growth, were in the ethica l and philosoph­
ical teachings o f  M odem Spiritualism rather 
than in what is  called phenomenal Spirit­
ualism. T h e  gifted Mr*. Shepard.I.illic is 
on e  o f that sort. I  d o o t  know hot a ll these 
bright lights are right; not that I love their 
intellectual phases k m , hoc I  love the 
phenomena more, for through them, and 
them alone, have I  found proof o f eternal 
life . Speaking o f  Mrs. U llic , I was sorry I 
once to  hear her before the Tem ple Society 
in Berkeley H all “  »it down "  rather hard 
on the manifestations, particularly mate 
rialiration. I  was glad the other day to I 
have h er say (in her criticism o f  me for 
what I said o i Mrs. Tyler's  mock mani­
festations) that she believes in materializa­
tion. I  had inferred otherwise, in listen- 
mg t o  the address to  which 1  have referred. 
S o  many o f  the raiding Spiritualists have

S in their statements and their talks 
,  “  I am  a  believer in material! ta- 

t io o ,"  who never seem to  find any, that II 
would rather judge by their actions than: 
by their words. W hen Mrs. Lillie  says 
the believes in materialization I believe 
her, an d I  am  glad to  have been set right by 
h er own statement.

I  fully recognize and appreciate intel­
lectual power, eloquence, ethical teach­
ings, an d the so-called higher aspects o f  I 
Spiritualism, and I am not suprised to  see 
the bright platform stars set a  little back 
when th ey see, a s  is  the case with many, 
that the sensuous phenomena are more 
attractive than lectures and intellectual 
teachings. I f  1 were a  lecturer I dare my 
I  would be set back also, but as it is, I 
had rather bear a  rap made by a  departed 
spirit simply saying, "  Father I| 
a live ,"  than to  listen to  the best scr 
preached. W e must remember that the 
intelligence in the physical manifestations | 
is  the only sensuous proof there is in the 
world that man survives after the death 

■ of his body
Croat as the intellectual part o f Modern 

Spiritualism is, it gives no proof o f  anyl 
supermundane source. T h e  world’s  plat 
firm s, pulpits an d libraries are full oj 
knowledge. N o one can tell how  m u ch! 
o r if any o f  it, is supermundane, or spirit 
influence, or inspiration. O nce prove in­
dependent o r  disembodied intelligence .and 
that the spirit world lies all about us, then 
D ivinity, departed spirits, shaping □  

en d s  becomes a  fact, and that fact may] 
give a  higher source to  much o f  the liter 
«turn o f  the world that without that proof 
could  make no claim ; and with it , the| 
utterances o f the outside world m ay be 
c f e s  as heaven-born as the bright utt 

■  | platforms. Pcoj

truth, who thought Spiritualism reasona­
ble, that it ought to  be reasonable, was so 

that it had a  basis o f tiuth that he 
considered himself a  Spiritualist, but did 
not take kindly to  materializations. When 
he read o f  them an d heard the testimony 
o f  people who teemed to  know what they 

ere talking about, gently alluding to  me, 
e was inclined to  oelieve in them , but 
hen he attended a  seance and saw the 

forms himself, it knocked his belief into 
smithereens'*— this was his word or 

mode o f  expression.
T h is  episode in our colloquy seemed to I 

change the tenor of our talk into the 
Dawbam suggestion o f  "  outrageous spirit 
frauds". I was glad that m y honest friend 
read the item from the paper I quoted, 
and that it expressed his sentiments, for 
there I was with him, an d there I 
Dawbam alto; for I  have had it  abso­
lutely proved that the phenomena were o f 
spirit origin. I am now speaking espec-j 
sally o f  the materialization o f  forms. If  
the evidence o f the senses is  proof, I 
know materialization is both a  fact and o f  j 
spirit origin also.

It might be interesting to give m y reas­
ons, perhaps my experience, for to  strong 
an assertion, but I think if  that were worth 
while 1 had better d o  it  a t  some other 
time, and speak now perhaps o f  some o 

[the disabilities attendant on the phase. 
|and why people are dissatisfied, and 

hy Mr. Dawbam says, “  I  know there

roside and outsit 
snm ttiw ci wiser 
proof o f  the fact 
t o  the sensuous  pi

ranks 
they know, 
neh I  refer 
eoa, an d I  for

often spirit frauds, and why he "  lets 
this class o f phenomena a l o n e . ^ r t H  
writing or talking about it  publicly," and 

hy / don’t ,  though perhaps I may talk 
r write too much about it.

What does any one want more to settle 
the fact that Modern Spiritualism is  true 
than to  know that these anything but j 

eird forms, are spirit an d not mortal | 
manifestations f  It does seem to  m e as i f  
that alone would settle the fact o f inde­
pendent intelligence. I f  independent in­
telligence is  settled, man's conscious 
survival is  settled. T h e  fact o f  a  tangible 
objective apparition can not b e attributed 
to  mind reading, o r  thought transference; 
it must be the product o f  disembodied 
intelligence. It is no  nutter whether the 
form is the special person it  claims to he 
or an alias. Confederate* may assume 
the forms, o r  try to , o f  our friends, hot 
all the cheating on the other side o f life 

hearing on the settlement o f this 
question, for a  fraud on the other side o f 
life settles the fact o f  another side o f  life 
as com pletely a s  a n  honest apparition 
would. Suppose a  form appears that 
claims to be a  special friend, an d is palp­
ably and positively not that friend, but 
still a  spirit manifestation, then the fraud 
proves  the possibility o f  a  genuine return. 
I f  one traveler, though a  fraud, from that 
bourne from over the river can return, 
one will dispute the possibility for all, if  
conditions permit.

Recognitions arc very desirable and 
very gratifying, but they are a  secondary 
matter. Mental deficiencies in these 
forms, or self-evident impositions are dis­
agreeable facts, often ma nifest a t seances 
for materialization, an d that is what my 
friend, D awbam , refers to , but, a s  I  have 
said, they are secondary matters an d are 
not factors to  settle this question; that is 
settled, as our friend said when he read 
the sentence quoted: "  Prove them to  be 
o f  spirit origin.”  «

It adds greatly to  the interest o f  the phe­
nomena to  have evidence o f  identity, tests 
that the form is the special person it claims 
to  b e, a n d  so is it  in other phases,  that 
the spirit communications should be relia­
ble, that the spirits tell the truth. It is i 
thing most devoutly to  be wished, that the 
spirits on the other side could  be depend­
e d  upon, even as well a s  we can depend 
upon them before they are departed spirit 
and that is not expecting m uch, but it is 
certain they cannot b e. T h e  lim e may 
com e when, with a  better understanding

I o f conditions an d the disabilities 
ncciioo with transition from that sphere 
to this, when they will be more reliable 
hut we are thankful for intelligence, good 
o r  b ad, for in that we know wc have eter­
nal life; but, with regard to the quality o f 
the intelligence, o r  the reliability o f  it, w< 
can only express our opinion. W e are on 
this side o f the river, an d they are on that 
and therefore have an advantage that 
amounts to having the drop on i 
hold up my hands an d wait, and 
look the gift horse in the mouth.

A ll that I want to  know is, that when
II am  interviewing a  materialized form, 
that I am in tangible an d objective con­
tact with a  spirit manifestation, an d that 1 
am not having a n  undeparted human be­
ing palming himself o r herself on me for a 
spirit manifestation, and o f  that fact 1  have 
had absolute proof at the scanccs o f Mrs. 
Fairchild, Mrs. Ross,  the Berrys, Mrs.

Bridge and others.

Rut that is more o r  less a  constitu­
tional m atter; some people are more easily 
satisfied than others. U nraitukafile iden­
tifications are like angels’  visits- -or are 

ngels' visits few an d far between ?
So also have I known spirit forms to  act 

many parts, being economical, perhaps, 
•ith their "  raw material "— the forms as­

suming to  be certain persons when they 
not. T h ese spirit confederates, try- 
,o benefit the medium, are what broth- 
Dawbam calls "outrageous spirit 

frauds." I, however, leave out the ad­
jective, because I  d o  not know but their 
intentions are good. Possibly the man­
agement o n the other side think it better 
for the mediums to  have forty forms, three 
quarters bogus as to  identifications, than 

have three only , and those perfect 
t . I would rather not express my 

opinion, because I  have not got the other 
side facts and conditions o f  the case, hut 
from a  mortal standpoint it seems to  me 

be both unwise an d wicked, and it leads 
a  supposition o f  fraud on the part o f 

the medium, and certainly has led  some 
honest ones into grief.

1  find I am getting to  be somewhat 
lengthy, so I will stop a t  once. It is hard­
ly  necessary for me to say, notwithstand­
ing my criticism on spirit methods, I am a 
firm believer in the fact o f  spirit material­
izations.

Personal Identification.

A  Texan " c o lo n e l”  has been spend­
ing several weeks in New York. A  few 
days ago, being in need o f  some money, 
be applied to  a  Broadway hank to  cash a 
draft.

"  W hat is your name ?" asked the pay­
ing teller.

"  C o l. Sumpter Blank, sir, o f  Austin, 
Travis county, Texas,"

"  Y ou will have to  be identified, Col­
o n el."

Th is  was something the colonel had not 
taken into consideration. H e knci 
nobody who could identify him , and 
about to  leave the bank when a  happy 
thought occurred to him. H e reached 
into his breast pocket and brought out s 
photograph o f  himself, an d, holding it 

j under the nose o f  the b in k  official, said 
"  There, sir, I guess that settles it."

" O f  course that's your photograph. 
But how does that identify you ?"

"  W ell, sir, will you please tell me how 
could have my photograph taken if  I 
isn’t  myself ?”

T h e  Maoris at Otaki are much in­
terested in Spiritualism, and o f late they 
have been investigating for themselves. 
T h e  Maoris, previous to  the advent of 
the missionaries, held communion with 
the departed. T h e  famous work, “  O ld 

Zealand." in Chapters IX . an d X .,  
contains a  graphic account  o f a  midnight 

ri seance, and how the "  Pakeha- 
Maori "  was "  stunned ”  when, to expose 
what he thought was deception, he asked 
'  i lost hook that once belonged to 
the spirit, an d w as told where it was to  be 
found. T h e  Maoris m y the mrimonsries 
taught that communion with the dead 

■ ickcd.— i f t n  L tg hi, G rtyfotvn, A far 
//aland.

Sir ,”  said he to  the editor, as he laid
!___ let upon the desk, " l a m  seeking lost
souls and ” —  "  O ur * Lost and F o u n d ' 
column is  what you want. F ive lines 

less, twenty cents for each and e very  
insertion."
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