FLYING SAUCER
NEWS
BULLETIN

Published by the
BRITISH FLYING SAUCER BUREAU
30 Melbourne Terrace, Newtown,
BRISTOL 2.



<

BRITISH FLYING SAUCER "MRFLU

FLYING SAUCER T “™:- BSESETIN NO. 6

NORWEGIAN SEIR-ZSEIRNG CASE OF 1954 NOW RJBLISHED
(Abstract from C.S.lI. News-letter No. 7, Editor Lex Mebane,

245 West 104-th St. New York)

In the March, 1957 issue of SIR! magazine (thanks to
Theodore W. Hill of Woodb”ury, NJ. for sending it to. us),
Norwegian newspaperman Oddvar Larsen tells of an extraordina\"Y
sighting, which he believes to be authentic. (Incidentally,
publication in a magazine like SIR! dight raise a question of
whether the whole thing is a piece of fiction; fortunately, we
can attest to thimbona fides of Oddvar Larsen.) Larsen writes
directly in Engglish: the article is not a translation.

The date was November 23, 1954 - a time just af'ter the
great landing wave in France, when notable sightings were
being made in nanny places, amiong than Italy and Brazil. The
ditnesses were three little girls, Anne and Tora Storedal and
Tora May Haugo, of Torpo, in the Hallingdal district; ' Anne was
ten years old, the other 'b-vo were nine, a nd all were frightened
out of their vlits. As they were coming home from school near
same woods, a black object descended rapidly from the sky,
Imocked snow from the tree tops, and stopped only a f.mv feet
above the girls* headso They gave the f'cllowing vrcird
description of it: "It looked like a stcne., eelike a ballee-
about ten feet across; the lo.ver part was black, hnt trimmed
with yellow spots which could have been made of glass, and
there were also a number of small, red jags.!! The upper part
was transparent - the trees could be seen through it — and a
b'*n or at any rate s”emi-h™rn. pilot was visible inside,
operating controls of: sane sort. Dressed in black, this “man
or entity had "big eyes, covered by a pair of immense, red
glasses”, with which he looked straight at the girls. The
crhaft then rose again with a droning sound, b.r't'ding a high-
tension line and striking a shower of sparks from it; an
odor c”ompared by Tora Moy to "fried sausages" (ozone?) filled
the air; and tli€; little girls ran for their lives.
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Vfuen Larsen first heard of this story, he was
nan™turalby skeptical; but af'ter hearing tape recordings
of an on-the-spot investigation of the case, he was con-
vinced that neither hoax nor helicopter could account for
it. He cites, for cx”rurle, this detail given by Tora
Storedal:

""When the stone came d“own t™~™rd me it had a long,
white tail behind, but v,rhen the stone t~urned and moved
away, the tail went first. That vras ~funny, I thought.”

In the snorr, there was found aand photographed a
disturbed track 25 yards long, pres”albly made by the
craf't af'ter the girls hrul turned their backs on it.

The Research Section is of course not in a position
to endorse this case, but Larsehis *writing gives a
favorable inmpression of his good sense, fu-rl the evidence
as he reports it appears good.

A striking parallel is apparent between the Torpo
case “and the H™M~ngford, Quebec landing of August 281
1954-. Here too a spherical craf't was reported, vvith
"men" (seven feet tall) dressed in black, vrith "big round
eyes" (unfor™anately, no farther detail is available.)
The H™M"nngf'ord case's claim to acceptance likmvise rests
princip™y on the good impression of honesty and s™hity
given by the vvitnesses (Mrs. Coupal and sons) in a taped
int<~wiew, for which the saucer world is indebted to
investigator Dr. A.G. Dittmar of Au Sable Forks, N.Y.

(Dr. Dittmer, director of Tape Recorded UFO0 In:f'ormation
S<”~wice, generousJ.y offers to copy tapes from his
collection far those who send a spool of bl*ank tape vrith
~directions about speed, etc. although he does this gratis
you ought to send a couple of dollars to repay him far his
time.)



AREPORT ON VAN SIGHATING.
(Abstract fromC.S.lI. Newsletter No. 7)

This incident received wide newspaper mention. The
Research Section has investigated it, as special representatives
of NIC.AP as well as for CSI, and the following account is the
result.

A few minutes before midnight on March 8, 1957, Captain
Matther ("Rip") Van Winkle took his airliner up :rom lIdlewild
Airport, bound to San Juan, Puerto Rico. Co-pilot Dion W.
Taylor, Flight Engineer John Washuta, and stewardesses Julie
Santingo and C. Silva completed the crew on Pan "erican Air-
lines flight 257" There were 44 passengers aboard. The flight
was routine, exc8pt that it was necess”™y to keep to the west of
the normal flight course in order to avoid a storm centre
farther out in the Atlc:L"YJ.tic.

At 3:33 a.m. (EST) the plane was far out over the Atlantic,
about 650 miles to the east of Jacksonville, Florida, flying
at 19i000 feet on a south-by-east heading (betrecn 160 and
175 true). At this point, the flight abruptly ceased to be
routine. About 80 to their right, Van Winkle and Washuta
simultaneously saw a brilliant light. Van winkle had the
~nnession of seeing an orannnge glow at first, although he was
later uncertain about this detail. At rate, it seemed to
"come out of nowhere,” and immediately assumed the appearance of
around, brilliant greenish-white "spotlight,” nimost as lorge
as a full moon.

The light appcnred "contained, " having a clear and well-
defined edge; Washuta described it as "rim-like" around the
edge. This "rim" seemed to reflect n greenish colour, while
the centre was a brilliant white. It looked like a spotlight
directed to the front of them, so that they were not loo™M~N
directly into the source of light.

Van WiinJrlels first thought was that it might be a jet
interceptor with a spotlight in the nose, but he ~imediately
rejected this idea because of the brilliance of the light, and
"because they (interceptors) always come at least by twos - one
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pulling alongside of you ready for action, the other
tbr~ng a spotlight on your identification markings
from a distance to find out who you are."

The object seemed to be of about airplane size, and no
more than a h”af-mile away (nn ~aroneous ~ression, as he
discovered later). It was exactly level with *him, and
apparently heading horizontally across the nose of his
plnne, on a collision course. Within trro seconds alter
f'irst seeing it, he pulled the plane up "and to the left in
a violent evasive imanoew/er to avoid possible collision;
the plane climbed 1500 feet in a matter of seconds. In
concentrating on handling the plane, he lost sight of the
object. (The news accounts reported that V.W. saw the
object "slip by under nw right wing.” Actually Vnn W"™"le
explains, this was not so: the object vras hidden :rom his
sight by the right v®*ng as it lif'ted.)

Washuta, who was seated in the right of' the cockpit,
had a better vimv of the light, and reportedly obs”™eved it
for about f'our seconds, after which it "went out.”” By the
time Van Winkle had righted the aircraft, the light was no
longer to be seen. Neither the co-pilot, busy with the
navigation ins™™nents, nar nny of the passengers, kid seen
it.

in the cabin, there was pandemonium. All those who had
not had their seat belts :fastened had hit the ceiling of the
cabin when the tail dropped, and three people were more or
less seriously injured: 1liss Snntingo Kith a possible
concussion, Mrs. Abraham Gitlow of Philadelphia, Yrho
appeared to have a broken rib; and one Monser.rate Soto,
injuries unspecif'ied.

Miss Silva and the co-pilot tried to assua ¢« the p~aic
in the cabin, but it was Van Winkle's calm reassuring voice
over the loudspeaker that was most effective In sett™” the
passengers. The inewledge that a "UF0 had been responsible
far their distress seemed to calm their agitation. (INS
~Naroneously reported that, according to passengers, a
strong light "like a hundred s™nsll filled the cabin of the
airuraft.)
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Lirnecliately following the incident, VanWi™nkle's radio
suddenly cnme alive: at least six other aircr™ had seen the
object. i were flying roughly SSE on the srune route, and
they occupied an area, :from north to south, more than 300 miles
long.

About 150 miles to the north of Van Winkle, at 31° 35i
N, 70° 50' W, was Capt. Ed Perry, piloting PAArs Flight 269 at
19,000 feet.™ Capt. P7ery and Flight Engineer Don Sheehan saw
the object to the WSW, as did Van Winkle, and described it as
arcing “upward then falling slightly in a concave trajectory
as it moved on an apparently ESE coi::se. According to the
press, P”7ery described it as being "/aJmost a magnesia flash,
white with pale greenish tints ar<mound it -..At first 1 thought
that it was a flare; then I thought it could be another oir
those 'mis-guided’ missiles. 1 saw it for about five seconds -
it have been moving at a t™erific speed.”

Flying 15 minutes ahead of' Van Wi*nkle, Capt. D. S™M~"
piloting PAA's Flight 257-A at 15,000 feet, did not notice the

object. (Van VI™7™e gives his position as 30 N, 70 40
wW.)

Some 180 miles to the southeast o:xr Van Witnkle, at 28° 201
N, 68° 15* W, v~s PAA Flight 215, flying at 17,000 :feet. Capt.
Robert Wylnnd and Flight Engineer Jerry Noosinovv saw the object,
again to the west of them. "It appeared first as a bright light,
traveling f'aste e it grCT.r in intensity until it was exceedingly
brilliant :for a moment as it passed, then it Beemed to f'adc.”
Its <™alnr size, to Ylylnnd as to Van Wi~nkle, was "us large as
a moon at the zenith.” It was greenish-blue at the
perimeter, blenaing into a white centre. He said it "looked
at first as though it were coaming directly toward us on our
flight level. It either veered slightly, or our original
impression ™as in ~eror, as it slanted diagonally across our
starboard quarter descending, and seeined to 1go out.* As it
passed, there was a definite reddish tinge to the tnil or rear
portion, and a piece seemed to fall o:rrir, or was ejected. The
portion that whopped o:rir was lo{o the size or the whole, and
was definitely reddish in colour.” Wyland hn.d the object in
vicr from two to five seconds.



About 220 miles SSE of Van Wi~nkle, at roughly 27° N,
69° 201 W (650 miles east of West Phalm Beach) was PAA
Flight 215-.A, piloted by Capt. Ken G. Brosdhi, flying at
19,000 f'cet, the srune altitude as Van Wi*nkle and Perry.
Brosdal did not see the object reported by the other
pilots, but he had seen something identical “alniost hvo
hours earlier. Brosdal's flight engineer, Richard "th,
saw the object(s) iiovolved in both incidents”

Accord®ing to Smith, the object seen at 3:33 a.m. -
observed by "al the other pilots - was seen to the west of
his plane and appeared to be going parallel to his
~direction. He snid it seemed as large as "a dime held at
arm’'s length.” The second engineer, vrho called Smith's
attention to the phencirl.enon, estimated that it was in
view for two or three seconds. Round, it had no ragged
edges - "smooth" was Smith's vrord for it - and was a
brilliant grcenish-white din colour. He smY a slight
projection at the rear that detached itself' and turned
red as it fell. At this point, the main section began to
arc dav-“ward at a slight wangle, and then suddenly went out.
Siith did not think the object was a meteor.

2"most tvro hours earlier, about 12:45 him., while
Flight 215-A was in the vicinity of Delta Oscar (a
positionnl marker located off' the Curoldinas), Brosdal
and Smith had seen a simih-u- object - "sm”™Qer than a
fnll moon," according to Brosdal - stre”~ang north or
>K7. This object was also due west, or "almost due west,
of their position. It moved in a completely horizontal
trajectory, and had a red tail-like projection, which
shudctenly dropped off', hinnd f'ell "like a flare.” The maidin
part, which was green, continued in a straight line and
passed out of Brosdnlis r*ange of vision. Smith, who vras
seated on the right side of the cockpit, looked back as
it passed, "and thought he saw it quickly disappear into
clouds; however, a later check indicated that there were
fciv, 1Ff clouds In the area. Brosdal said he saw it
f'or about three seconds; Smith slightly longer.
Several of' Brosdnlis passengers had seen it also.

Returhing to the 3:33' a.m. object, three other ain-
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craft ane reported to have obs”erved this: another Pan-
American flight (unidentified) ; the pilot of' an Eastern
Aiirlines plane who thought the object was a twwo-stage
rocket; and one Trans-c™nribean pilot who sald it ™ws a
metor. We have not been able to get in touch with any of
these pilots.

It is quite clcnr from the testimonies of' the pilots
that the object they saw was much fnrther away than they at
first realized. Note that over a 300-mile baseline, "al of
them say; it to their west or southw-est; that it appeared
to be m~oving in roughly the srune direction relative to all
obs”ervers; and that its ~angular measurement :from nil of
these widely-separated points was appro:~™"tely half a
degree. -<These circumstances oobviously indicate an exceed-
ingly large object seen at a drst™ece measured in the hundreds
of miles. The nearest possible location f'or the appearing-
point permitted by the geometry is at about 29 N, 78 W.
Aunis point is 00 to the right of a 160 heading f'or Van
Winkle, 100° to the right of a 185° heading f'or Wyland
(assuming this is 185 true, not magnetic), and places the
object nbout 250 miles from Wyl~md, and somewhat more than
I00 miles from Van Winkle. However, since it ap-penred no
larger to Van Ylinkle than to Py, Wyla:nd, “and ~nith, a
location so close to Van Winkle is not v~y pln.usible;
Something like 28° N, 75° Yl, 300 to 400 miles from nil the
planes, is more likely.. Wyland himself' has calculated that
it was from 300 to 8LU miles distant from hhim. An ~n.ngulnr
measurement of' one-half degree at four hundred milos gives
the object a dinmetcr in excess of' three miles; but such
calculations are misleading vrhen applied to I'*uinour bodies,
Yrhich alvmys appear f'nr larger thn.n they nre.

Aunis Inrgc scale of' the phenomenon is highly suggestive of
a meteoric fireball. Howeveri it should be noted that none
of' the f'our witnesses (Smith, Brosdal, Wydrjal, and Van Wi“nkle)
whom vre have interview-ed believed that it”™an n meteor. Vnn
Winkle sald he has seen some extremely spectn.culnr meteors,
but none has ever resembled this object. The absence of ey
visible tail; the dif'f'erence in quality between this
"contained” light nnd a fl™ning fireball; and its substantially
horizontal trajectory at wareasonkbly Im7 altitudes, seem
dif'ferent fram what would be expected of a meteor. And the
chances against seeing two such rc™rkably simlnr "meteors"”



over the same area vlithin the span of tvro hours are
"astronomical."

On the other h”and, the object appeared for only five
seconds at the most - tngical of meteors; it exhibited no
sort of controlled manoeuver; and the vfide area aver which
it was observed is typical of fireballs rather thru.l of UFO

phenomena.

One is inclined to say that this was neither a "normal"
UPO nor a "noromanl" fireball. Can it be classified as a
"green fireball”? It wns certdiidiy not a deep Kelly-green
in colour, but the behavior was very similar (cf. Ruppelt,
pp. 72-3,78). There is a large group of sightings strikingly
similar to this one, some of them in this same area. On May
8, 1952, at 4:30 a.m., a pilot had a nenr-collision vlith a
similar object while en route to San Juan. (Sec The Report
on Unidentified RIiilnl Onicotss by Ruppelt, pp. 178-80/) On
April 23, 195l.ry several PAA pilots saw an "object vvith an
or™ange-green light zip by.” Saucer by
Koyhoe, p.133.) Auriphebo Simoes is one of those -vv have
seen such a "“fireball” (0O Disco Voador, /?3).

And on March 25, 1957 - not three weeks after Van
Winkle's report - Capt. E. Munson, piloting PAA Flight 216,
San Juan to New York, had a cliniimc sighting along the same
route, (Details on this observation are novr being sought.)

(Note on sources: Besides the data secured directly
from four of the witnesscs, additional information on the
March 9 sighting was gleaned fi-om the Ne,Y. Times, 3710
(UP 3/9); NoY. ~~or 3/10 (AP 3/9); N.Y. Journal-imerican,
379 (INS) and /711 (INS by Van Wrinkle); and numerous other
papers c™ngying substantially the same wire accounts. <"ar
th™anks go also to Bill Nash of PAA and Chris Pantages of
Riddle airlines for their valuable assistance.)



