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Before you can improve the world in some way, 
you have to change yourself - and for good

GAIN POWER
The technique is, like the Round 

Table Institute itself, undenomina­
tional, Christians, Jews, Moslems, any 
believer in God the Creator, 
whether church-goer or not, can adapt 
these new prayers easily. And they 
bring about marked char­
acter improvement in specific 
areas, nor are they slow about it.

The Institute has prepared a short 
brief, setting forth only its highly con

You can gain power — over yourself 
first — by using a new psychology that 
now challenges the secular psycholo­
gists. No reconciliation is possible. 
The new hypothesis accepts the an­
cient belief that the basic uniqueness 
that makes our minds human is the 
ability to know good from evil. The 
secular psychologists regard this idea 
as a fiction held only by clergy and 
lawyers.

This new psychology forms part of centrated model prayers, ready for 
the formidable new philosophy of the 
Round Table Institute. But you need 
not study the rather comprehensive 
overall theory first. You can begin by 
simply testing one of its practical 
applications for the benefit of yourself 
and your loved ones.

The new psychology regards prayer 
as a prime dynamic in behavior modi­
fication. But it goes fur­
ther. It maintains that al­
most all prayers can be 
improved, in practical ef­
fectiveness. Prayer can be 
made stronger by concen­
trating it. Instead of being 
just a gentle light on a dark 
scene, it can be condensed 
into an irresistible laser 
beam. No bad habit, weak­
ness or evil in the character 
can stand its ground 
against our new and highly 
concentrated prayers.

personal adaptation. Theory has here 
been set aside. You can judge the Insti­
tute by practical effectiveness alone, 
and then decide whether to go further. 
You are cordially invited to order 
PRAYERS OF POWER, our new 
publication without sending cash with 
order. That will tell you how confident 
we are.

MAIL NO MONEY WITH THIS ORDER 
Try It Before You Buy It

To: The Round Table Institute, Suite 425
107 Delaware, Buffalo, NY 14202-2872

Send one copy of THE PRAYERS OF POWER. Enclose bill for 
$8.00, inclusive of postage as well as publication. If THE PRAY­
ERS OF POWER fail to strengthen me significantly within one 
week, I can return them and owe nothing. Otherwise. I will pay 
within 30 days

Name _

Address
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FROM TH€ EDITOR
After 12 *4  years as a full-time member of FATE’s editorial staff, I am leaving to go on to 

other things. Beginning with the next issue, FATE will be in the capable hands of a new 
editor, Don Kraig, and a whole new staff. By the time you read this, FATE will have 
moved to its new headquarters in St. Paul, Minn.

1 depart with many fond memories of some of the finest coworkers one could ever 
have the pleasure of sharing an office with. I leave, as I began, with the deepest affection 
and respect for Curt and Mary Fuller, whose decency, kindness, generosity and good 
humor made it a joy for me to be both their employee and their friend. I think, too, of the 
individuals whom I met as editor and whom I now know as friends — a description of over 
half of this month’s contributors. And I remember the many, many encouraging and 
complimentary letters I received from readers over the years. Every one of them was 
appreciated — and so were the occasional irate letters from readers who took the 
trouble to express their views when they disagreed with mine; FATE has never been a 
magazine with room for only one opinion, and that is one of the sources of its long
success.

I leave, too, with a sense of relief. T welve and a half years is a tong time even at a job one 
has enjoyed as much as I’ve enjoyed mine here, and 1 look forward to resuming the 
small town life I left tong years ago, to spending my days far from the madding crowd 
writing books. One of the first will be a volume 1 have long dreamed of doing: what I hope 
will be the standard reference work on the UFO phenomenon.

FATE will remain a part of my life. I will be contributing a monthly “UFO Reporter” 
column and participating in other ways. Meanwhile, under the new ownership FATE will 
be undergoing changes that we all hope will make it a better magazine than ever. And 
from now on this space will be filled by the new editor. . . . Good-bye, and good luck to 
all of you.
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WHAT WOULD YOU GIVE?
To relax rapidly under stress —
To fall asleep easily at night —
To produce the elusive THETA rhythm —

THE ANSWER IS IN 2 NEW BRAIN 
RHYTHM INSTRUMENTS FOR 1989

THE PERSONAL RELAXER
The stereo phones produce separate audio tones of 400 
cycles each. One can be varied 6 to 25 cycles away from 
400. The mind interprets the difference between the fixed 
and the variable rate as Alpha or Theta and adjusts itself 
accordingly to produce the range you select. Alpha is the 
relaxation range. Theta is the dreamy, creative range.

$195.00 F.O.B. FACTORY

$295.00 F.O.B. FACTORY

THE ALPHA-THETA MONITOR
A training aid to relaxation by monitoring the brain rhythm. 
It includes a step-by-step procedure to produce Alpha or 
Theta at will. As relaxation deepens, the tone and meter 
readings become stronger and steadier, giving continuous 
information on your progress.. For Mind Control, Yoga. 
Meditation and Hypnosis, training time is reduced over 50%.

HERE IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO INSTRUMENTS: 
The PERSONAL RELAXER sends a signal TO the subject
The ALPHA-THETA MONITOR picks up a signal FROM the subject 
9 volts batteries included with both.

With detailed instructions and one year factory service warranty. Add $8 ship­
ping each instrument to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes. $10 to Hawaii. Alaska. 
Canada, Puerto Rico. III. residents please include 7% sales tax. We will quote 
shipping to other countries.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 059

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 U.S.A. 
Telephone: 312/676-9151
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"■■I SEE BY THE

PAPERS
QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Science can stand on its own feet 
and does not need any help from 

rationalists, secular humanists, 

Marxists and similar religious move­

ments.

—Paul Feyerabend 
in Against Method (1988)

64/^VVER THE years,” sociolo- 
V_Zgist of science Marcello 

Truzzi writes in his journal The 

Zetetic Scholar, “I have decried the 
misuse of the term ‘skeptic’ when 

used to refer to all critics of anomaly 
claims. Alas, the label has been thus 

misapplied by both proponents and 
critics of the paranormal.... Since 

‘skepticism’ properly refers to doubt 

rather than denial — nonbelief 
rather than belief — critics who take 

the negative rather than an agnostic 
position but still call themselves 

‘skeptics’ are actually pseudo­
skeptics and have, 1 believe, gained 
a false advantage by usurping that 

label.”

Dr. Truzzi contends that “the 

true skeptic does not assert a claim 
[and so] he has no burden to prove 

anything. He just goes on using the 

established theories of‘conventional 
science' as usual. But if a critic 

asserts that there is evidence for 

disproof, that he has a negative 
hypothesis (e.g., the conjecture that 

a seeming psi result was actually 
due to an artifact), he is making a 

claim, and therefore also has to bear 

a burden of proof"
“Skeptics” traditionally have ex­

cused themselves from having to 
prove their claims, however far­

fetched, on the grounds that it was 

the other guy who was making the 
extraordinary claim. But Truzzi 

says that science doesn’t work this 
way, that “in far too many instances, 

the critic who makes a merely plau­

sible argument for an artifact closes 
the door on future research when 

proper science demands that his 
hypothesis of an artifact should also 

be tested. Alas, most critics seem 
happy to sit in their armchairs pro­

ducing post hoc counterexplana­
tions. Whichever side ends up with 

the true story, science best pro­

gresses through laboratory inves­
tigations.”
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Truzzi's insightful observations 
help explain something otherwise 

inexplicable: why so much debunk­
ing is so bad. It’s not that there isn’t 

plenty to be debunked legitimately 
(see, for example, Joe Nickell and 

John F. Fischer’s article in this 
issue); the world abounds with silly, 

pernicious or simply mistaken ideas. 
But showing why they’re wrong — 

or even establishing that they’re 

wrong in the first place — takes 

hard work, not smug woolgathering 
from the safety of an armchair. Just 

saying something isn4 so doesnH 

make it not so, whatever else true- 
believing professional “rationalists” 

might want you to think.

00
THREE-TOED WHAT?

IN its December 1967 and Janu­

ary 1968 issues Fate published a 

two-part article by the late Ivan T. 
Sanderson, the noted Fortean zoolo­

gist, on “That Forgotten Monster, 

Old Three-Toes.” In Part I Sander­
son reported on his investigation of 

some strange events in Florida in 1948.
The affair began, he wrote, in 

Clearwater at around 3:30 one 

February morning, when a young 
couple burst into local police head­

quarters to say that a huge creature 
had emerged from the sea. They 
asked for a rifle so that they could 

shoot it. The police chief was sum­

moned and investigators found 
giant three-toed tracks on the beach.

The next night identical tracks



I SEE BY THE PAPERS 9
appeared. On March 6 100 yards of 

tracks were found at a site a mile 
and a half north. Over the next 

month tracks showed up at other 
locations in the general area.

In October a 200-yard stretch of 

tracks was discovered 40 miles up 
the Suwannee River. But by then 
observers had gotten a fairly good 

look at the creature responsible. On 
July 25 fliers George Orfanides and 

John Milner took off from the 
Dunedin Flying Company Airport 

and passed over Hog Island, where 
200 feet off the shore they spotted 
something swimming in clear, eight­

foot-deep water. The something was 

about 15 feet long, with a “very 

hairy body, a heavy blunt head and 
back legs like an alligatorf's] but 

much heavier; [the tail was] long 

and blunt.”
Orfanides and Milner immedi­

ately returned to the airport and 

picked up Francis Whillock, a 

restaurant owner in Clearwater, and 
Mario Hernandez, director of the 

Flying School. The four flew back 

to the site and all observed the 

creature.
Sanderson cites reports by other 

witnesses who allegedly encountered 

the creature. For example, a Mil­
waukee couple vacationing in the 

area in August described it as 

“having a head like a rhinoceros but 
no neck; it sort of flowed into its 

narrow shoulders. It was gray and 
covered with short thick fur. It had 

short, very thick legs and huge feet

Artie Schiff Proudly Presents: 
HYPNO-VISION 

MIND EXPANSION MADE EASY-AT LAST!
Double your psychic power, memory, intelligence, 
sexual pleasure, confidence, improve energy, self heal 
meditation, live longer, control smoking, weight, 
drugs, stress, personality. ESP. spirituality, plus much, 
much more!

ONE SELF-HELP VIDEO TAPE DOES IT ALL! 
FREE BROCHURE: Video Hypnosis Realty Works!

Th. HYPNO-VISION/MINO AEROBICS Way 
P.O. Boa 21Ю, HatesHe, N.Y. 117A3

The Llewellyn New Times
Free!

Open our pages on a new day.

The Llewellyn New Times is a 
unique publication for people with 
special interests and new ideas. 
Our readers are open minded and 
intelligent interested in subjects 
as diverse as crystals, astrology, 
healing, magick, nature spirituality, 
self-help and gardening.

We’re so sure you'll like us once 
you read us, We're offering you a 
FREE copy of the LLewellyn New 
Tinies. Just send your name and 
address to: Llewellyn Publications, 
P.O. Box 64383-2074, St. Paul, MN 
55164.
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future?

Is there 
hope for

want a happier life? 
knowledge of how life 

works? Now. there is a technology for 
living life- discoveries you can use to 
improve your life based on facts that uwfc. 

Buy and read SCIENTOLOGY: The 
Fundamentals of Thought by 
L. Ron Hubbard and learn • how to 
improve communication • the 3 conditions 
of existence that comprise life • the 
anatomy of problems and how to resolve 
them. Order

’У

Only $22.50 L v,s*

I Send $22.50 to DIANETICS' 
I Center. 120 Giralda, Coral 
1 Gables. Florida 33134.

JOIN SACt 14th ANNUAL CONFERENCE

A Journey of 
Trans-Form-Action

JUNE 18-23, 1989
LAKE FOREST COLLEGE • LAKE FOREST, IL 

FEATURING ...
Dr. William Parker • Walter Starck» 

Sarah Estep • Bryce Bond • Betty Riley 
Mose Henry • Phyllis Atwater

PLAN NOW to be part of a week of spiri­
tual attunement, personal growth and 
transformation on a college campus - 
June 18-23 - north of Chicago. Room 
& meals Included. Reasonable cost. 
Phone 1-800-245-1389.
LECTURES• WORKSHOPS «MUSIC
SPIRITUAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
2965 W. STATE ROAD 434 • SUITE 300 
LONGWOOD, FL 32779 - 407/774-6151

Creating New Dimensions For A New Age 

and from its shoulders hung two 
flippers. It didn’t run into the water 
or dive in; it sort of slid in half 

sideways. It walked at an angle, 
leaning forward like a duck, and 

was about I2 feet tall.” Trapper 

Martin Sharpe saw the creature 

making “great gurgling growls, run­
ning or galloping and splashing 

through the water.” He thought it 
was “certainly . . . larger than a 

horse.”
As all this was going on, Sander­

son was conducting an on-site in­

vestigation, interviewing witnesses 

and reporting on the episode for the 
New York Herald Tribune. In the 

course of his inquiries Sanderson 
and Herald Tribune pilot Lloyd 

Rondeau saw the creature them­
selves as they were flying over the 

Suwannee River. It was, Sanderson 
wrote in Fate, “an enormous, dirty- 

yellow creature... 20 feet long and 

eight feet wide.”
Not surprisingly, he was im­

pressed. He theorized that “Old 

Three-Toes” was a giant penguin.

00
BOOT OR BEAST?

NOW A Clearwater man’s con­
fession has muddied the waters. 

Last June Tony Signorini told 
Jan Kirby of the St. Petersburg 

Times that he was Old Three-Toes.
Well, he and the late Al Williams, 

his partner in a local auto electric 
business. The two of them, Sig­

norini says, created a pair of cast



FIFTY YEARS OF FORECASTING! 
FIFTY YEARS OF PROPHECY!

Marguerite Carter's Unitology Forecast: 
the first and oldest service of its kind 
celebrates fiftieth anniversary!

In these times, when so many familiar things are 
being swept away by the winds of c hange. it is rare 
to find a Formula for Success that has withstcxxi the 
test of time. Marguerite Carter is celebrating her fif­
tieth year of preparing detailed personal forecasts fix 
her clients, many <rt whom have not gone*  a single 
year without the security and comfixt of her analysis 
and advice to guide*  them, year after year, since 1938!

Why has Miss Carter’s Unitology Forecast lxx*n  the only such service to 
continue for so long? Why have three generations of families, wixld-wide. turned 
to the Unitology Forecast for guidance and inspiration'

Miss Carter believes it is because*  the*  Unitology Forecast is the only one that 
combines a unique and thorough method of astrological analysis with ant lent 
principles of mind power. These two ingredients, she says, strengthen her c lients’ 
ability to prepare for cycles of change, and to take advantage of the opportunities 
of a lifetime—when the time is right and the mind is right.

Her clients agree, as they attest in the many thousands of letters she*  receives 
each year in praise of her work: ★ "Thank you fix all the years (IS + I of encour­
agement and down-to-earth advice you have given me*  in that time." M.S., Fl * 
"I have sent for my forecast from Miss Carter lor at least 10 years. I have*  used it 
as a guide and it has helped me for a long time to handle my life better." B.W., OR
★ "The accuracy of ’unforeseen events' forecast, as far as my own life is concerned, 
continues to astound me."S.L.C., TX ★ "Of these SO years, I believe I have been 
with your Forecasts and you for about 30 of them. ~ G.G.M. NJ ♦ "I'm considered 
a successful business man, now retired, but I always c becked with your writings 
before making an important move for about 30 years or more." W.H.C. NY
★ "I have been renewing each year for more than 25 years and I wouldn’t think 
of missing it." A.C. TX ♦ "Your writings and encouragement are Timeless." 
M.J.D. CA

Your UNITOLOGY FORECAST will be custom-made to your month, day, year, 
and place of birth. You get a full year’s guidance, regardless of when your request 
is received! You'll learn things about yourself you never dreamed anyone could 
know—and about those close to you too. The most important aspects of your life 
are warmly and intimately discussed. You owe it to yourself to see why so many 
have put their faith and trust in Miss Carter's guidance for so long!

TEST HER NOW! Send for Marguerite Carter's UNITOLOGY FORECAST with 
SPECIAL NOTATIONS individually prepared for your birthdate. PRINT: month, 
day, year, place, hour of birth (if known) and include $10.45 plus $2.00 for postage 
and handling. (1st class & Canada $2.50) in U.S. funds only. 100% satisfaction 
guaranteed or full refund. MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER, BOX M7, 
DEPT. F905, INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46206.
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iron feet, each weighing 30 pounds, 

and used them to stomp around 

local beaches.
Demonstrating to the reporter, 

he told her, “You see, I would just 
swing my leg back and forth like 

this and then give a big hop, and the 

weight of the feet would carry me 
that far [six feet between tracks]. 

The shoes were heavy enough to 

sink down in the sand... .
"We would go on nights with not 

too many waves or beach walkers 
around. Of course, not many people 

were on the beach then. 1 put the 
shoes on in the water and then 

walked a long way, maybe two 

miles, up the beach and then got 
back in the boat....

“Other times we would carry [the 
feet] in the car and carry them to 

where we wanted to make the 
tracks. Then we’d take a palm frond 

and brush away all the footprints 

we’d made while we were doing it.”
At the Suwanee River location 

“we stayed on property belonging 
to a friend named Al Spears. After 

we found some good places along 

the river, we waded in the water and 

carried the feet. Then I’d put them 

on where we wanted to make the 

tracks.”
Signorini says the immediate in­

spiration for the prank was a picture 
of three-toed dinosaur tracks.

After the two had tired of the 

stunt, they put the monster boots

If you know your birthday, 
you will eryoy playing . . .

WHAT’S MY HOROSCOPE?
Here’s a new and unique board game, based 

on astrology, that will provide hours of fun 

for you, your family and friends. Simply roll 

the dice to complete your Daily Horoscope 

with the Fortune Cards (all included). You 

win if your Fortune Cards total 19 and your 

Profile Card controls the Power Circle.

You and other players will find this game not only unusually entertain­

ing, but also the source of thought-provoking “messages from the stars.” 

Complete boxed set, $17.95
Plus postage-handling: $2.50 U.S., $5.00 Foreign

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 240. Highland Park. IL 80035



Unlock your psychic powers the 
Edgar Cayce way.
It’s easy.
Edgar Cayce, the man 
whose works inspired 
Shirley MacLaine, was the 
greatest psychic the world 
has ever seen.

Here—updated and (for the 
first time) spelled out in lan­
guage the average person can 
understand—are Edgar Cayce’s 
astonishing secrets of telepathy, 
auras, meditation, reincarnation, 
dreams, astrology, diet.. .and more. 
In fact everything you need 
to know to unleash your own 
hidden psychic powers and live 
a richer, more rewarding life.

SPECIAL BONUS: A fascinating 
interview with the famous Seth 
(through Jane Roberts).

I .nn pleascdthat Elizabeth Fuller has so carefully brought together 
my grandfat hcr's met hiids and suggestions for unlocking psychic abil 
ity within all o| us. as well as his thoughts.concerning how such abil 
ity can be utilized for constructive and creative fir ing I am sure the 
reader will find tile book delightfully readable as well as enlightening 
and useful." < JIARLES TH().M.\S (:.\Y( :E

I The CROWN PUBLISHING GROUPl 
Park Ave. South, NY., N.Y. 10003. Please add *1.50  tor packaging, shipping, and guaranteed delivery N.Y.. 
and N.J residents, add sales tax. VISA, AmEx, and MasterCard holders, call toll-free: 800-526-4264
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For Your Desk...
For Your Mantel...

FOR YOUR PERSONAL PRIDE 
AND PLEASURE

Miniature elephants, hand-carved of 
genuine teak in Thailand expressly for 
the Venture Bookshop. These are the 
first hand carved teak elephants we have 
been able to obtain in nearly 10 years.

Each bears on its back a beautiful crys­
tal of optical quality acryfic. We have 
seen them on the desks or taborets of 
top executives who joke that they refer 
to them for tough decisions. But we 
know that when they are alone many are 
not joking.

The combinat ion makes a unique desk 
ornament, a thing of beauty, a talisman, a 
conversation piece that identifies you as 
someone different. And in addition it is a 
working crystal ball with all the power 
described by F.W.H. Myers in the 
instructions he wrote especially for scri- 
ers, which are included.

4" Elephant with 1-3/4” Ball, $29.95 
Plus P/H $3.50 U.S., $7.00 Foreign 

9-1/2” Elephant with 2" Ball, $39.95 
Plus P/H $4.50 U.S., $8.50 Foreign

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249. Highland Park, IL 60035 

away in a cardboard box under a 

work bench at their shop. Signorini 
donned them one last time for a 

Times photographer.
Frank Daniels, a 32-year veteran 

of the Clearwater police force, told 

Kirby, “1 don’t think any of the 

Clearwater cops took it seriously. 

We suspected Williams because he 

usually called in the reports of the 

monster and was such a local prank­

ster, but we could never prove it.”
Fine. But what about all those 

other reports not of tracks but of 

the thing — not human — that 
witnesses say made them?

The Times article mentions only 

the first aerial sighting (on July 25, 

1948), about which Signorini says, 

“You know, that’s a funny thing, 

because we never knew who was 
flying that plane and made the 

report. It wasn’t us.”

00
KEYHOE DIES

D
onald edward key­
hoe, 91, died of pneumonia 

and cardiac arrest on November 29. 

Readers whose interest in UFOs 

extends back to the early 1950’s will 
remember him as the author of a 

vastly influential article, “Flying 

Saucers Are Real,” which appeared 

in the January 1950 issue of the 

then-widely-read True magazine. 

Keyhoe, a retired Marine Corps 
major, followed that article with a 

book of the same name.

Other books, some of them best-



IÜHEELS 
of LIFE

"Wheels of Life is probably the best 

introduction to the subject one could 

have, whether one only wants to 

know about the general scheme of 

the chakras, or how to use them for 

health, philosophy or centering... 

The most comprehensive book yet 

on this fascinating subject, it should 

arouse both excitement and new 

awareness in the healing com­

munity, and it deserves much 

success."

-Marion Zimmer Bradley 

The Mists of Avalon

To order, please send $12.95 per book and 
$9.95 per tope plus postage and handling 
($1.50 for one book or tope and 50e for 
each additional book or tape) to Llewellyn 
Publications, P.O. Box 64383-2074, St. 
Paul, MN 55164-0383. MN residents 
please add 6% sales tax. Request our 
FREE catalog!

pj LLEWELLYN 
И PUBLICATIONS

The Amencas Oldest Publisher o( New Age Sciences

WHEELS OF LIFE : A User's 
Guide to the Chakra System 
Anodea Judith has written a New 
Age instruction manual for West­
erners on the Chakras. She shows 
us how to recognize and learn to 
operate the inner gears that run the 
machinery of our lives. This fully 
illustrated book will take you on a 
journey through aspects of con­
sciousness, from the bodily 
instincts of survival to the process­
ing of deep thoughts. Leant how to 
open these centers. 544 pgs.
ISBN: 0-87542-320-5 $12.95

WHEELS OF LIFE 
AUDIO TAPE 
A journey through the Chakras 
filled with poetry and music. 
ISBN: 0-87542-321-3 $9.95
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sellers, included Flying Saucers 

From Outer Space (1953), The 
Flying Saucer Conspiracy (1955), 

Flying Saucers: Top Secret (I960) 

and Aliens from Space 973). From 
the late 1950’s through the 1960’s he 

directed the National Investigations 

Committee on Aerial Phenomena 

(N1CAP), which lobbied for Con­
gressional hearings on what it con­

tended was a cover-up of U FO data 

that prove the earth is being visited 

by extraterrestrial intelligences.
In 1927 Keyhoe was an aide to 

Charles A. Lindbergh when Lind­

bergh made the first solo, nonstop 
flight between New York and Paris.

Probably no one did more in his 

time to bring the U FO phenomenon 

to public attention and to encour­
age interest in it by serious-minded 

professionals. Before the late J. 

Allen Hynek became a UFO pro­

ponent, Keyhoe was the individual 
most identified with the notion of 

UFO reality and of official secrecy 

concerning same.
Keyhoe was inactive in ufology in 

his last 20 years, but his ideas seem 

largely to have been vindicated in 

recent years, as investigation by 
ufologists and journalists brings to 
light growing evidence of an official 

cover-up of what has been called the 

“Ultimate Secret” — the alleged 
recovery of a UFO, possibly with 

bodies, near Corona, N. Mex., in 

July 1947. (See Jerome Clark's 
four-part series “UFO Crashes,” be­

ginning in the January 1988 issue of
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HARMONY HORIZONS INC.
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“FREE CATALOG”
The Mapickal Store for all your Occult 
A Witchcraft needs: Boolu, Tape, Mou- 
physical A Ritual Supplies. Oils. Herbs. 
Stones, Candles. Pyramids. Crystals, 
Jewelry, Incense, and much more.

The Bell Book Л Candle
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Rocky Point. NY 11778

FREE BOOKLET—WRITE TO: 
HUGH G. CARRUTHERS FDN.

P.O. Box 4B0
UbortyvUto, IL BOMB

Fate.) Major new revelations are 

said to be imminent. Keyhoe, we are 

sure, would have been pleased.

00
MJ-12

MUCH OF the ongoing con­

troversy about the cover-up 

concerns what is called the “MJ-12 
document” (see January and April 

1988 Fate).
The document, on a role of 35mm 

film, arrived in an envelope with no 
return address at the home of tele­

vision producer Jaime Shandera in 

December 1984. Shandera and his 
associate, ufologist William L. 

Moore, released the document to 
the public a year and a half ago, 

igniting a firestorm of controversy. 

The document was featured in a 
New York Times article and a Night- 

line television presentation. It was 
also the target of an unsuccessful 

debunking attempt by CSICOP.

Why all the fuss? The document 
made some extraordinary claims: 
that as of November 18, 1952 (the 

date on the document), U.S. govern­
ment operatives had recovered the 
remains of two crashed UFOs (one 
in New Mexico in 1947 [the so- 

called Roswell incident] and the 

other along the Texas-Mexico bor­
der in 1950) and that in September 

1947 a supersecret “Operation Ma­
jestic-12” project was formed to 

study the wreckage and bodies.
Although investigators Moore 

and Stanton T. Friedman have so
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NOTED ASTROLOGER, JOYCE JILLSON NEEDS 1000, FATE READERS 
FOR AN IMPORTANT RESEARCHI PROJECT!

HER PREDICTIONS HELP 
LOVE AND WEALTH

She charges $300 per consulta­
tion. Now she will personally pre­
pare your Forecast FOR ONLY $1.

By Guy Wiid

I recently interviewed Joyce Jillson at her luxurious and 
delightfully informal home in California's exclusive San 
Fernando Vai Icy Over a cup of tea. Jillson confided she 
had recently completed a pilot research program which 
proved her psychic knowledge and advice brought new 
wealth and romance to everyone in the program. She 
showed me letters from those who had joined the project 

describing wonderful new romances and unexpected 
wealth! L.J. of Edmonton. Alberta wrote her. "You said
I was going to meet a 
bus last week."

on the

Win unexpected money from 
Jillson’s predictions!

H.H in Montreal was very excited. "I won at Bingo: 
May—$200. June—$100. July—$100. And K.H. in 
Penticton. British Columbia thanked Jillson.

. following your advice the relationship between me 
and my boss improved, which allowed for my major 
career change."

The psychic knowledge and advice of the 
ages is now available to everyone!

In the past 20 years, the world of astrology has 
undergone great changes. Now all the math necessary to 
interpret the charts is done by computer. Jillson tells the 
students at her Astrological School in Los Angeles that 
they can now forget about the math and concentrate on 
the humanity of astrology.
When I asked what had given her the greatest personal 
satisfaction. Jillson laughed and said that being 

consulted by Hollywood stars wasa "real thrill. But I am 
most gratified that, through my personalized computer 
consultations, anyone can now afford to benefit from the 
vast science of astrology."

Now, thanks to Joyce Jillson, when you 
participate in her research project you can 
receive your own, unique Lucky Numbers, 

Lucky Days and Lucky Signs!
I read through letters she had received and was amazed
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PRESIDENTS AND REVEAL 
TO HOLLYWOOD STARS!

by how her predictions had mean) sudden wealth and 
new romance to so many people. For instance. J.C. of 
Black Creek. Wisconsin wrote. "Put my name in 
lights. I went on a trip to Las Vegas. I taped my Lucky 
Number in the flap of my purse. 1 won S1. 111.00!"
Jillson recalls her first encounter with astrology was 
“love at first sight." She was 14. living in Boston and 
her mother took her to meet the famous Maude 
Williams, then the leading astrologer in the U.S. "She 
was wealthy and lived in great style. I was so 
impressed by her insight into my teenage problems. 
She took a liking to me and asked me to be her student. 
I jumped at the opportunity."
Jillson confided to me. "I went through my own 
divorce several years ago. I think that was when it 
really hit me what an important role astrology plays in 
everyday lives."

Joyce Jillson is consulted by 
Police Departments.

I was surprised that she had been consulted by various 
Police Departments. 'From finding lost pets to 
tracking down desperate criminals. I have proven that 
astrology is a science that works in the 'real' world!"

Reply today and be one of 1000 readers to get a 
Personal Forecast prepared by Joyce Jillson 

herself!

rttf My Birth.

----------------------------------- 1
Join Joyce Jillson-s Research Project

Thank you for taking part in my research project. Please I 
fill in the Questionnaire completely. When I prepare I 
your Forecast. I want it to be accurate and personal. ■

- ' 238 I
-______________________ 1 

Address_____________________ Apt. »-------  J
City________ State_________Zip_________ |

-1 
'“I 

I 
-I 
-1

_ I 
I 

HO I 
I

YES

" I 
I 
I

Ms. Jillson asked me to extend her personal invitation 
to readers to join in her exciting new Astrological 
research project. She added, "together we will chart 
unexplored areas of the human mind and personality." 
Just fill in and return your Research Project 
Questionnaire. And you will receive your own 
Personal Forecast for only SI! The same advice that 
public figures and Hollywood stars pay $300 for! You 
risk nothing. When there is so much to gain and 
nothing to lose, wouldn't you be foolish not to 
participate?
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The OCCULT SOCIETY 
Membership of the Occult Society is now 
available. The Occult Society offers books and 
materials at large discount for members, plus, 
puts you in contact with other members and 
groups that share the same interests. 
Membership Worldwide.
Write The Occult Society 

Clocktower Button*  Centre 
4-6 Lee High Road 
Lewisham, London, SE13 5LQ 
England

AUTHORS WANTED BY 
NEW YORK PUBLISHER 
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts 
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly 
and juvenile works, etc. New authors welcomed. 
Send for free, illustrated 40-page brochure F2 
Vantage Presa. 516 W. 34 SL. New York. N.Y. 10001

DEVELOP SUPERNATURAL POWERS! 
LottSecretiRererleJ. Free Erperimentr { Proof. 

Williamsburg Publishing Company
Boi 3483 New rork, New York 1000» 

SING BEAUTIFULLY. EASILY! 
Become Fomouo! Exciting Free Detaibt Proof. 

Williamsburg Publishing Company
Box 3483 New York. New York 10008

far shown that critics’ charges that 

the document is fake are easily 
refutable, they have not been able to 

show it is authentic either. Happily, 
the Fund for UFO Research (Box 

277, Mount Rainier, Md. 20712) 

recently was able to raise $16,000 to 
finance a full-time, four-month in­

vestigation by Friedman who hopes 

to conclusively verify or debunk the 
document and the claims it makes.

Adding to the confusion are the 

shadowy presences of 10 “Deep 
Throat” informants in official posi­
tions (mostly with military intel­

ligence) who since 1980 have been in 

contact with Moore and Shandera 
and have regaled them with fan­
tastic but unverified assertions 

about the U.S. government’s inter­

actions with “EBEs” (extraterres­
trial biological entities); for details, 

see April 1988 Fate.

In a recent open letter to the UFO 
community, Moore writes that four 
of his informants “have agreed to 

tell their story before members of 

Congress. As of this writing, com­
mitments are being sought from the 

others, and negotiations are under

What happens when we die? Do we come back to earth in another body? What do we 
do between lives? Read FLIGHT TO ETERNITY by MARTY ARNOLD, a psychic 
whose spirit teachers suggest many possible answers.

Send $8.95, check or money order, to M. Arnold, 1209 Lopezville Road, 
Socorro, NM 87801. N.M. residents add 50Ф tax. Canadians add $1.50 p. & h.



A Massive Bestseller! Only $395’

AMAZING
FINDINGS ABOUT
CRYSTALS:

2
You can leant to use 
crystals to boost your 

_ sex appeal, find lost 
• items, and heal pets! 3

 You get better results 
from using polished, 

Ф smooth crystals.

Thomas Edison used
I crystals for creative 

ф thinking.

'Order your copy today and 
learn to use crystals to lose 
weight, attract money, raise 
your intuition! Please send 
$3.95 plus postage and hand­
ling ($1.50 for one book and 
50e for each additional book) 
to: Llewellyn Publications, P.O. 
Box 64383-2074, St. Paul, MN 
55162-0383. MN residents 
please add 6% sales tax.

These findings - and more — 
are now available to the public 
in this carefully researched 
and well-written "how-to" book 
Crystal Healing: The Next 
Step, by Phyllis Galde. Yes, 
there are many books on crys­
tals available, but this 
contains never-before pub­
lished discoveries and exciting 
human interest reports. It's 
not Just dry reading about the 
mineral kingdom. Learn the 
basics... my ths about crystals 
...and how you can use them 
to enhance your daily life.
240 pgs. Illus. 0-87542-246-2. 
$3.95.
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I
UFO CRASH
* AT AZTEC * 

— A wall kept Secret

Government documenti finally revealed!! 612 
pages filled with TOP SECRET data about this 
disc-shaped craft recovered by OUR govern­
ment containing 16 small human-like bodies. 
Highest ranking Military and Scientists in­
volved! This book covers seven years of 
research which will leave little doubt in your 
mind about the knowledge and research our 
government has kept TOP SECRET for many 
years! DISCOVER THE TRUTH!

Send $21.95 postpaid by check or Money 
Order to:

AMERICA WEST-DEPT FM
P.O. BOX K, BOULDER. CO «0306

(Allow 44 weeks delivery) 

way with two members of Congress 

who have expressed an interest in 

the matter.”

00
PEARY AT THE POLE

A NAME familiar to Fate 

readers was in the news in early 
February: Dennis Rawlins, author 

of “sTARBABY,” probably the 

most famous article Fate has ever 
published (it appeared in the Oc­

tober 1981 issue). In that 32-page 

article Rawlins, an astronomer and 
militant critic of the paranormal, 

charged that CSICOP had bungled 

an experiment designed to test the 
neoastrological theories of French 

psychologist Michel Gauquelin and 

covered up its errors. When Raw­

lins protested, he was booted out of 

the organization.

Independent investigations by in­
dividuals both inside and outside 
CSICOP confirmed the truth of 

Rawlins’ carefully-documented 
charges. But in a new scientific con­

troversy Rawlins turns out, as he 
himself acknowledges, to be mis­

taken.

In October 1988 Rawlins, long 

skeptical of Adm. Robert E. Peary’s 
claim to have “discovered” the 

North Pole in 1909, reported that a 
recently-found piece of paper with 

Peary’s writing on it showed navi­
gational notes, mostly sextant read­

ings of the sun to establish geo­

graphical position. Rawlins said 
these proved Peary had come no
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Have you lived before?

Could your past lives be influ­
encing your current behavior? 
Your relationships? Do you 
sometimes feel a genuine 
familiarity with someone whom 
you've scarcely met or a location 
you've never visited? Do you 
find that you "know" how to do 
something, even though you've 
never studied it?

If you answered "Yes" to the 
questions above, you have a 
higher spiritual awareness than 
most. Knowledge of past lives 
can help you improve your life 
now - to gain freedom as an 
individual, to have certainty of 
yourself as a spiritual being.

Real explanations are avail­
able. Answers that will make 
sense to you. You can improve 
yourself spiritually. Take advan­

tage of this free offer. Send the 
coupon below or write today for 
your free booklet on Scientology 
philosophy and the natural laws 
of Life.

SCIENTOLOGY
■r Improving Life и a tabled Vtalde

[□YESf Please send me a 

free booklet about Scientology.
Send to Scientology Information 
Center. 1404 North Catalina Street, I
Los Angeles. California 90027 |

F58»"|

I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Telephone.

Address. 
City___
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Explore Astrology 
on a Computer
• Learn the basic*  with a fun-to-use, 

$40 Astro-Scope program.
a Master the complexities with 

superb Nova calculation software.
a Pay for your computer selling high- 

quality character, compatibility, 
forecast and numerology reports. < 

Phone t-aoe THE nova for free catalogs 
(phone 508/255-0510 in Mass.).

ASTROLABE
BOX at. DEPT. It 
ORLEANS. MA 02653

MOVING?
TELL US WHERE! Don't risk missing a single 
issue of FATE At least six weeks before you 
move send us notice with your now address- 
typed or printed—Including zip code Attach the 
address label from the front cover of FATE. Mail 
notice and label to

ITO Fut^Ws^Merien^OH <3SM

THE ORIGINAL SCHOOL OF WICCA 
Harness Witchcraft's powers Gavin and Yvonne 
Frost, world's foremost Witches, teach you.

Box 1502-Y. New Bern, NC 28560

YAHWEH
YAHWEH (pronounced Yah-Way). the most powerful 
and sacred Name in the universe and key to all wisdom 
and knowledge. Find out the facts and why you should 
use this name! Receive latest edition of the К1NGDOM 
VOICE prophetic newsletter with world wide predic­
tions and copyrighted MARCH AHEAD OF TIME. 
Write for FREE literature: YAHWEH'S NEW KING­
DOM, P.O. Box 147, Prescott, AZ M302

HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
YOUR MEMORY

Michael Fidlow presents a complete 
system, showing how to improve your 
memory for lhe important things that can 
make your life easier and happier 
people's names and faces, important dales 
and appointments, facts and figures Hard­
bound. 12t pages.

Only S9.95
Plus Г H 51.58 U S.. 5150 Foreign
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

closer than 121 miles to the pole on 
April 6, 1909. Peary, Rawlins 

charged, had perpetrated “one of 

the greatest scientific frauds of this 

century.”

The controversy had begun a 
month before, when National Geo­

graphic published an article by 

British polar explorer Wally Her­
bert, who wrote that navigational 

errrors had caused Peary to miss the 

pole by 30 to 60 miles. The National 
Geographic Society had helped 

sponsor Peary’s expedition and had 

defended it against critics such as 

Rawlins, author of Peary at the 

North Pole: Fact or Fiction?
Responding to the new allega­

tions, the society handed the doc­
ument over to the Navigation Foun­

dation of Rockville, Md., for an 

independent analysis. At this writ­
ing the analysis is continuing, but in 

February spokespersons for the 
foundation came forward to defend 

Peary's reputation and to point out 

some serious errors in Rawlins’ 

analysis.
The document, they said, “does 

not even come close to proving” 
that Peary faked his claim. The 

document was a worksheet contain­
ing notes on celestial observations 

to determine the accuracy of the 

expedition’s chronometers. Some 
of the numbers Rawlins took to be 

latitude readings based on sun sight­
ings were in fact the chronometers’ 

serial numbers. In addition, the 
document was probably from the
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CHINESE HERBS & HERBAL PRODUCTS

Kwan Yin Harb Co., Inc.
PO Bex 1N17-A. Spokana, WA «20*

The MYSTIC EYE:
Experiment in Automatism

1906, not the historic 1909, expedi­
tion.

“Properly understood,” founda­
tion president Thomas D. Davies 

said, “this worksheet says nothing 

about whether Admiral Peary did 
or did not reach the pole."National 

Geographic Society president Gil­
bert M. Grosvenor remarked, “Sug­

gesting Peary might not have 
reached the pole is one thing. De­

claring Peary a fraud is quite an­

other.”
Rawlins acknowledges he was 

wrong in this instance but adds, 

“This is only one skirmish in a 

battle, and most explorers and his­
torians agree that Peary never 

reached the pole.”

OO
BIG, BIG BIRD

66 "pROBABLY the most danger- 
-L ous bird ever to have ex­

isted,” declares Larry G. Marshall 
of the Institute of Human Origins in 

Berkeley, Calif. Perhaps fortunate­

ly, the “terror bird,” as Marshall 
calls it, died off long ago, during the 
ice ages.

Scientists call it Titanis and its 

remains have been found all the way 
from Antarctica (once, believe it or 

not, a tropical realm connected by 

land bridge to South America and 
Australia) to Florida. Fossil re­
mains reveal that the largest “terror 

birds” stood almost 12 feet tall.

They were too heavy to fly, but 
they could run faster than an ostrich



EXTRA TERRESTRIALS . . .
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THIRD-EYE INTUITIONAL ABILITY . . .

Luci, from the Planet Tynda, enjoys her abilities as second nature, 
tUt' DOWN TO EARTH,
she finds that most Earth People don't believe in mental telepathy, 
or know about the power of the Proton.
Watch the alien, Luci. as she uses these extra-powers, and discover 
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NOW!! This dynamic message of Truth 
explains it all; e.g. that /Ле aging process is not 
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or a horse. Their heads were longer 
than horses’ heads and they ended 
with huge sharp beaks which they 

used to tear their prey apart, after 
knocking them down with enor­

mous clawed feet.
Writing in American Scientist, 

Marshall says the terror birds were 
the only large carnivores living in 

South America at the time the land 
bridge between that continent and 

North America was formed. By that 
time all large marsupial carnivores 

had become extinct, apparently 
having fallen victim to the depreda- 
fallen victim to the terror birds.

The birds and many other ani­

mals rapidly migrated through Cen­

tral America into the southern 
United States. Fossils tell us that 

these creatures were fully estab­
lished there by 2 !4 million years 

ago. Among them were the giant 
armadillolike mammals called glyp- 
todons, which only the terror birds 

could kill.
New fossil discoveries on Sey­

mour Island, off the Antarctic 
Peninsula, extend the range of the 

terror birds. They also document 

the existence of another enormous 
(though flying) bird, this one with a 

wingspan of 17 feet, six feet longer 

than that of the still-living Andean 
condor, with the greatest wingspan 

of any existing bird.

Scientists believe the terror birds’ 
descendants are crains and rails, not 

such flesh-eating fowl as owls, 

hawks and eagles.
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---------
Can animals and 

hideous beasts be born of

women9 Folklore and medical history

relate amazing tales of horrifying births.
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By Gordon Stein

OUR ANCESTORS lived in sim­

pler times. Before the 1700*s  

there were explanations for everything 

that occurred even though these an­
swers later proved to be incorrect. In 

the medieval period all births of abnor­

mal children or “monsters” were eas­
ily explained as a mother’s punish­

ment by God for deviation from ac­

cepted customs, especially for incest 
or promiscuity. Of course, since God 

could not be mistaken, the birth of a 

monster was proof enough that the 
woman was guilty.

Today we can say with confidence, 
for example, that a human female 

cannot give birth to a baby horse. How 
about a human female’s giving birth to 

a horse with a human head? Could a 

mare give birth to such a creature? Yet 
both of these were things that people 

long ago were convinced could and did 

happen, although infrequently. Many 
of the observations made long ago about 

childbirth were not so far from wrong. 

The interpretation of those observa­
tions, however, was rather mistaken, 

perhaps even totally wrong.
One of the most famous medical 

people of the 1500’s, Ambroise Paré 

(15177-1590), was a surgeon and not a 

physician. Trained by the barber-sur­

geons, he was treated as an outsider 
and therefore “obviously” unqualified 

by the physicians. In fact charges were 

brought against him for his great works 

of careful observation, including De 

Monstris [On Monsters]. Paré states:

There are several things that cause 
monsters. The first is the glory of God. The 
second. His wrath. The third, too great a 
quantity of seed. The fourth, too little a 
quantity. The fifth, the imagination. The 
sixth, the narrowness of smallness of the 
womb. The seventh, the indecent posture 
of the mother, as when, being pregnant, she 
has sat too long with her legs crossed, or 
pressed against her womb. The eighth, 
through a fall, or blows struck against the 
womb of the mother, being with child. The 
ninth, through hereditary or accidental ill­
nesses. The 10th, through rotten or corrupt 
seed. The 11th, through mixture or min­
gling of seed. The 12th, through the artifice 
of wicked spital beggars. The 13 th, through 
Demons and Devils.

Perhaps we need not worry exces­
sively about the fate of these monsters. 

As Pierre Boaistuau wrote in his book 

Certaine Secrete Wonders of Nature in 

1569, monsters do not live long “for 
the abundance of melancholic humor, 

which aboundeth in them, to see them­

selves so opprobrious to the world, are 

thereby so dried and consumed that 
their lives be short.”

Boaistuau shows his respect for 

human progress when he says that the 

ancient Romans “had [held] those little 

monstrous creatures in such abomina­

tion that as soon as they were bom, they 
were immediately committed to the 

river of Tiber, there to be nourished. 

But we being better brought up and 

fostered in a school of more humanity, 

knowing them [the monsters] to be the 

creatures of GOD, suffer them to be 

brought to the church there to receive 

the holy sacrament of Baptism.”
35
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Today we know that many mon­

sters are simply the results of an in­

complete splitting of an egg that would 

normally have formed identical twins 

had it split correctly. Other monsters 

are due to an incomplete development 

— differentiation — of the primary 

tissues that embryology now recog­

nizes and can explain well. Other so- 

called monsters are now seen as com­

pletely impossible.
• * *

THIS knowledge was slow in com­

ing. As recently as 1726, all of 

England was discussing the case of 
Mary Toft who, it was said, had given 

birth to a litter of rabbits. Mary of 

Godaiming (Godlyman), near Guild­

ford, had recently had a miscarriage 

after previously having three children. 
When five weeks pregnant, she felt a 

great desire for a cooked rabbit. She 

chased some but could not catch them. 

Finally, she dreamed that there were 

two rabbits in her lap.
A month after her miscarriage, she 

sent for surgeon John Howard, who 

had also been a midwife for 30 years. 
He was astonished as Toft delivered a 

rabbit and then eight more over the 

course of several days. Howard swore 
he could feel the first rabbit in the 

uterus, and then several others “jump­

ing” in her womb. The rabbits were all 

bom dead, without fur or skin.

Howard began to write to other 

midwives, surgeons and obstetricians 
around the country, telling them of this 

astounding case. Soon several promi­

nent people, including Nathanael St 

Andre, surgeon-anatomist to King 

George I and later Sir Richard Man­

ningham, the foremost obstetrician in 
London, expressed interest St Andre 

pronounced the phenomenon genuine, 

even though a small piece of the lung 
of one of the newly-delivered (dead) 

rabbits floated when placed in water. 

This indicated — or should have — 
that the donor of the lung tissue had 

breathed air prior to its demise, some­
thing that couldn’t have happened 

inside a human or rabbit uterus.

Also suspicious was the fact that 

Toft’scervix was not at all dilated. This 

meant that the rabbits could not have 

been passed from her uterus into her 

vagina. The only proper conclusion to 
be drawn from these data was that the 

rabbit carcasses had somehow been in­
troduced secretly into Toft’s vagina.

Manningham was not fooled, how­

ever. The first item Toft delivered in 

his presence he pronounced to be a 

piece of hog bladder. He stated that he 
would not be satisfied until he had ac­

tually delivered a rabbit from her uterus 

himself. St. Andre made the mistake 
of publishing his findings supporting 

the authenticity of the births in Decem­
ber 1726, while Toft was still under 

observation — and suspicion.

The whole matter began to unravel 

when a porter at the place where Toft 

was lodging confessed that he had been 

sent secretly to procure a rabbit for her. 

Others were soon found who had sold 

her husband Joshua a number of rab­

bits over the past weeks. Manningham 

finally played his trump card when he
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told Toft that either she would have to 

confess to fraud or he would be forced 

to surgically open her uterus. The next 
morning she confessed.

Toft had managed to slip 

the first rabbit into her 

uterus which was still soft 

from her recent preg­

nancy and miscarriage, 
but the insertion was so 

painful that all of the 

other rabbi ts were merel у 

inserted secretly into her 

vagina. Her false labor pains 

had been most likely due to the ir­
ritation of the womb by the inserted 

material.

Toft was taken to prison to await 

trial for fraud. St. Andre was ridiculed 

in the press and in pamphlets for his 
incompetence. In addition to the sus­

picious facts already mentioned, it was 

pointed out that no umbilical cords and 

no bloody fluid or placenta had been 

produced along with any of the rabbit 
“births.” Eventually, Toft was released 

from prison without trial. She returned 

to Godaiming and in 1740 was again 

sent to prison for receiving stolen 

goods. She died in 1763.
Both Howard and St. Andre 

were finished as medical practitio- 

ners and were not heard from again, 
although St Andre had promised to 

publish a second pamphlet revealing 
his knowledge of the fraud all along. It 

was never published. From this the 
public finally learned that human 

beings can give birth only to other 

human beings of one sort or another.
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PLENTY of unscrupulous people 

were out there, however, eager to 

make a buck for continuing to spread 
misinformation, especially to people 

who were already poorly informed. 

For example, by attributing a collec­
tion of rehashed folk “medicine” to 

Aristotle, and calling ilAristotle'sMas- 

terpiece, they were able to make it sell 

for almost 200 years. The book was 

first writ­

ten around 
1690 by an 

obscure and 
ill-informed 

physician. It 

wasstill being 

sold during the 
late Victorian 

Age, even though 

almost nothing it said 

was scientifically correct.

From this work we leam 

that some monsters are famed 

by “a woman's unnatural lying 

with beasts; as in the year 

1603, there was a monster be­

gotten by a woman's generat­

ing with a dog; which from 

the navel upwards had the 

perfect resemblance of its 
mother but from its navel down­

wards it resembled a dog.” This 

idea of human/animal hybrids was 

widespread in medieval times. 

Many illustrations of such crea­

tures are found in the old bestiaries 

and medical works.

These hybrid monsters are 

mentioned in St. Augustine’s 

works and elsewhere. Perhaps the 

most famous work that gathered up 
many of these earlier “traveler’s re­

ports” of hybrid human/animal mon­

sters wais The Travels of Sir John Man­

deville, a popular work written about 

1350. Its authorship is still unsettled. 

The reports are based upon a correct 

rendering of still earlier travelers’ re­

ports. It would seem that finding who­

ever first 
claimed 

that there 

wasaraceof 

humans who 
had no heads, 

but whose

eyes, noses and 
mouths were in 

their chests, is not 

so importantas trying to 

explain what it was they were

actually seeing.

One possible explanation for 

humanlike creatures without 

heads is the rare human birth 

defect known as acardius 

acephalus or holoacardius 

acephalus. The “acephalus” 

simply means that the child (in­

evitably one of a set of twins) 

has been bom without a head. 

The “acardius” means that it has 

also been bom without a heart It 

may, however, have both arms and 

legs and often neural elements upon 

the chest that may appear to be eyes, 

ears and nose, although they 

really are not.

A similar birth defect may 
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also explain the “elephant man”—not 

the same as the Elephant Man of the 
Victorian Age, who had a totally dif­

ferent condition. There may be some 

reality to these old observations after 

all.

The Mandeville book contains other 

human-monster reports, such as a race 

of cyclopses, each with one eye in the 

middle of his forehead. Homer in his 

Odyssey mentions the giant cyclopses, 

placing them in Sicily. Mandeville 
places them on islands off the coast of 

India. We can trace the origin of this 

concept to a rare birth defect (called 
cyclops after Homer’s work) in which 

there is a single eye in the center of the 

face, not exactly in the forehead, but at 
the level of the eyes. This condition is 

probably due to a fusion of the precur­
sors of the eye tissues in early fetal 

development Such children rarely 

survive the first months after birth.

There are hairy humans who walk 

on all fours and climb trees. These are 
probably the first descriptions of either 

chimpanzees or orangutans. Man­

deville also mentions a race of her­

maphrodite people who have the geni­

talia of both sex and a breast on one 

side. They can both beget and bear 

children depending upon which role 

they choose to play.

While what Maixieville says about 

hermaphrodites is quite impossible, 

there are hermaphrodites bom from 

human pregnancies. These are of two 
main types, true and pseudo. Rarely 

are the sexual organs of both sexes 

present and functional. Sometimes 

twins have not separated but remain 

fused. Since this can happen only with 
identical twins (always of the same 

sex), there cannot be a true hermaphro­

dite as a resultof a lack of separation of 

a set of identical twins. The source of 

many reports of hermaphrodites is 

likely to be birth defects, not well 

understood or distinguished by type. 

There is a heavy layer of mythology 

overlying the hermaphrodite as well.
Many cases of supposed hermaph­

roditism are really of pseudohermaph­

roditism, in which the true organs of 

one sex are so stimulated by the 

hormones of the other sex that they 

take on the characteristics of the sexual 

organs of the other sex. This is pos­
sible because the sex organs start out in 

the embryo in a common form, then 
differentiate on the basis of genetic 

and hormonal instructions. The alter­

nate developmental pathway can still 

be produced later by hormones to a 

great extent
Perhaps the most interesting of all 

the purported human monsters — 

because they were totally fanciful — 

were those partly consisting of a human 

and an animal. These are the ones that 

Paré attributes to mixing or mingling 
of the seed. Supposedly a human mated 

with an animal and the results were 

monsters with the characteristics of 

both.
Today we know that with rare ex­

ceptions the sperm and eggs of differ­

ent species cannot combine with each 

other to produce progeny. In reality 

these “creatures” probably served as 
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illustrations of the lesson that sex be­

tween different species is immoral. 

There certainly are no documented 

cases that any of them really existed.

Related to these half-humans were 

other creatures that had some of the 
features of humans but were created 

that way naturally. In other words, all 

the members of 

this particular 

species had a re­
semblance to 
humans in some 

feature; usually 

the head was 

human.

Among these 

creatures were the 
“bishopfish,” 

which had a hu­

man head and the 
shape of a bishop 

in robes, though 

covered with fish 
scales. Also, of 

course, there were 

the mermaid and 

the merman. 

These creatures 
were not bom of 

human mothers, 

so need not be 

considered here.

This 16th-Century illustration depicts a 
man with a parasitic body, a true human 
'monster.*  Such freaks were exhibited 
at carnival sideshows.

A NOTHER explanation for human 
/x monsters was that they mighthave 

been created by the devil in an effort to 

confuse man, who was God’s creation. 

Monsters were the work of the devil 

because they had monstrous habits.

For example, they were filthy, naked, 

promiscuous and smelly. Worse, they 

had no religious beliefs. Again, this 
idea formed a type of moral lesson for 

mankind.

Many of the more unusual types of 

Siamese twins (true human monsters) 

wereexhibited in what were the equiva­

lent of circus 

sideshows. In ad­

dition to provid­

ing a livelihood 

for the Siamese 

twins, or more 
often for their 

parents, such 
exhibitions ca­

tered to the mor­
bid curiosity of 

the people.

One interest­

ing type of Sia­

mese twins is the 
case in which one 

of the twins is 

parasitic to the 
other. This means 

that the two are 
not of equal size 

or that one is in­

complete. For 
example, there 

are many reports 
of full-sized humans who had an extra

set of tegs от arms — often smaller 

than their own—protruding from their 

chest or abdomen.

In other cases, the twins share one 

pair of arms or tegs, white having 

separate heads and upper bodies. These 
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are really just cases of Siamese twins 

in which there has been even less sepa­

ration than in the more common cases. 

Many of the cases of parasitic twins 

have lived well into adulthood, even in 

ancient times. Most of the more se­
verely-joined Siamese twins do not 

survive infancy, although some with 

one set of legs or arms have done so.

The absence of appendages is a 

fairly common birth defect. It may 

often reflect the presence of some drug 

or chemical in the mother’s system 
during the early stages of pregnancy. 

The thalidomide tragedy of about 20 

years ago was an example of this.
When the arms are shortened or end 

in flipperlike appendages, folk tradi­
tion held that the mother had been 

frightened or impressed by some ani­

mal, e.g., a seal. This goes back to 

Paré’s fifth point, imagination, think­
ing that the unborn fetus could be af­

fected by the thoughts or actions of the 

mother. The success of the Mary Toft 

case depended upon this belief.

It was not until the work of Blondel, 
in his The Strength of Imagination in 

Pregnant Women Examin'd (1727), 

that the medical community was fi­

nally convinced that this could not 
happen. The Toft case in 1726 also 

helped. Although it is still tempting to 
think that a birthmark shaped like the 

map of Italy on a baby was caused by 

the mother’s thinking of Italy, that is 

simply nonsense. Perhaps coincidence 

would be another word for it

Many people are frightened of 

human monsters. Fear of the unknown

or different is understandable. Most of 

these unfortunate humans were forced 

to earn their living by exhibiting them­
selves in some way. In fact, studies of 

the “freak show” business (see Robert 
Bogdan’s recent Freak Show) have 

shown that maltreatment and exploita­

tion of the “freaks” was widespread. 

In addition, the creation of fake freaks 

was also common.
A knowledge of modem embryol­

ogy can help us understand today which 
human monsters of earlier times must 

have been fakes because there is no 

developmental way in which they could 

have occurred. Siamese twins of op­

posite sexes and nonidentical male 

Siamese twins are obvious examples. 
Since a single fertilized egg’s incom­

plete splitting is the only way in which 

a human Siamese twin can be formed, 
the joined twins must be identical in 

both sex and genetics.
Another feature of the exhibition of 

human monsters in carnival sideshows 
was the frequent manufacture of a 

completely false biography for each 

freak. For example, freaks often came 

from “wildest Borneo,” when they were 

really bom in Brooklyn.
The idea of humanlike monsters is 

not dead. Today, however, monsters 
are less likely to be the products of 

extraordinary births than of alleged 

eyewitness reports of yeti. Sasquatch 

and humanoid UFO beings. The pre­

cise meaning of these reports remains 

controversial, but one thing seems 
certain: the idea of monsters retains a 

firm grip on the human mind.
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incarnation 
Comes to 

America
Even in our own country, where belief in 

past lives is still relatively uncommon, 

some people experience inexplicable “memories" 

of events that occurred before they were bom.

By D. Scott Rogo

ONE OF MY best friends — let’s fast cars and Saturday-night dates. Jay 

call him Jay—survived a terrible was preoccupied with strange “memo­

ordeal in his teenage years. lies.” These ostensible recollections

While his friends were dreaming of had to do with what he considered to be
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his previous incarnation in medieval 

England. These recollections (if that is 

what they were) were harmless enough 

and did not interfere with his ordinary 
life — until he made the fatal mistake 

of telling his parents, who promptly 

dispatched him to a mental hospital, 

where he was placed under a 14-day 

psychiatric hold.
Luckily for my friend, the unit’s 

psychiatrist was more open-minded. 

After listening to the story, he frankly 

admitted that he could not explain the 
reincarnation memories Jay was expe­

riencing. But he also realized there 

was nothing wrong with his charge and 

released him after the two weeks. His 

only advice was that Jay not talk to his 
parents about the strange experiences!

Jay’s story demonstrates two im­

portant points relevant to reincarna­
tion beliefs in the United States. It 

shows, one, that modem American 
children sometimes recall their (pur­

ported) previous incarnations and, two, 
that few parents seem capable of han­

dling such situations.

While children in countries such as 

Burma, Thailand, Sri Lanka and India 
often report such past-life recollec­

tions, similar cases appear to be rare in 
this country. The reason is probably 

that reincarnation is a doctrine both 
foreign and bizarre to our culture. It is 

also a fact that most scientific research 
into reincarnation cases has focused 

on reports from Asia and the Middle 

East. This research has been the spe­

cial project of University of Virginia 

psychiatrist Ian Stevenson who has 

spearheaded the study of children who 

“recall” supposed previous lives in 

those cultures.*

But more recently. Dr. Stevenson 
has begun publishing cases of the rein­

carnation type reported here in the 
United States. These cases generally 

lack the strong evidential features 
typical of foreign reports. Rarely, for 

instance, have the parents in these 
American cases taken pains to verify 

their children’s recollections. Some­

times the reports do not come to light 
until a few years later, making investi­

gation practically impossible.

Nonetheless Stevenson has reported 

on four recent incidents in his 1987 

book Children Who Remember Previ­
ous Lives.**  The following are sum­

maries of cases from that book:

The case of Roberta Morgan
At the age of 2 ‘/a little Roberta 

began speaking of “another mummy 

and daddy” whom she wished to see. 
Her desire to establish contact with her 

“other” parents often bordered on the 

desperate. When Roberta was 10, her 
mother contacted Stevenson from the 

family home in Minnesota. She told 

him that re incarnation had never played 
а гою in the family’s religious beliefs 

and that before her daughter stopped 

speaking of her past life, Mrs. Morgan 

had punished her to get her to drop the 

subject

•See my repot on Stevenson's research, "Other Lives 
Thin This,” June-July 1988 Fate.

••Reviewed in May 1988 Fate.
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Despite her skepticism, Mrs. Mor­

gan reported, she was impressed that 
sometimes her daughter behaved “like 

an adopted child with full memory of 

her [previous] parents and their house.” 

She even gave detailed instructions as 

to the location of her previous resi­

dence—on the top ofa rise on a farm. 

Thegirl also apparently inherited some 
behavioral features from her past life; 

she was immediately drawn to horses 

and fearlessly petted them when she 
encountered them. She told her sur­

prised parents that she had “been on 

horses lots of times.”

Probably the most remarkable fea­

ture of the story occurred when Mrs. 
Morgan and her daughter were driving 

outside town. Roberta spontaneously 

recognized a dirt road and exclaimed 
that it led to her previous home. But 

her mother, afraid that her daughter’s 

descriptions could be correct, refused 

to drive up the road. The child com­
plained about the incident for days 

afterwards and Mrs. Morgan came to 
regret her decision.

The child’s memories grew ever 

more detailed. She spoke of her for­

mer toys and of her (past-life) mother ’ s 

physical characteristics and cooking 

habits. Sometimes she interrupted her 
parents’ conversation, Stevenson 

writes, “with remarks indicating fa­

miliarity with some topic or object of 

which, in her mother’s opinion, she 

could have known nothing.”

Yet some aspects of the case are 

difficult to reconcile with other rein­

carnation accounts. Roberta liked to 

dress like a boy, even though she never 
explicitly stated that she had been a 

male in her past life. Nor did she ever 

talk about her death in that life, al­

though this is a common feature in 

non-Westem reincarnation cases. She 
would only say that she was forced to 

leave her previous parents and wanted 

to return to them. But she could never 

recall the names of family members, 

which would have helped the Morgans 

trace them had they wanted to do so.
Roberta stopped speaking of her 

previous incarnation when she was four 

years old — six years before Steven­

son was brought into the case. By this 
time, of course, it was too late for a 

proper investigation.

The case of Susan Eastland
Stevenson’s investigation of the 

Susan Eastland case in Idaho dates 

from 1968, three years before the 

Roberta Morgan episode surfaced. This 

report seems to represent an interfam­
ily rebirth, since the girl claimed to be 

the reincarnation of her older sister.

In 1961 Winnie Eastland was killed 

by a passing car. Mrs. Eastland longed 

for the girl’s return but she was unfa­

miliar with the reincarnation doctrine. 
Six months later, however, Winnie’s 

sister Sharon dreamed that Winnie was 

returning to them. When Mrs. Eastland 

got pregnant with Susan two years 

later, even her husband sensed that 
their deceased daughter was soon to be 

reborn. His conviction stemmed from 

an incident in which he “heard” a dis­

embodied voice proclaiming his de-
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eased daughter’s imminent rebirth.

Susan first spoke of her supposed 

ast life when she was two years old. 

tsked to give her age, she consistently 

esponded that she was six—Winnie’s 
ge when she was killed. Susan often 

ehaved like the sister she never knew 

nd she took an inexplicable interest in 

tvo photographs of Winnie in her 

mother’s possession. She claimed that 

be photographs depicted her and not 

er deceased relative. She never actu- 
lly referred to herself as Winnie, but 

/hen she began to write, she scribbled 

be name. Mrs. Eastland told Steven- 

on that at times Susan appeared to 

assess paranormal information link- 

ng her to her deceased sister.
During Winnie’s short life Mrs. 

Lastland owned a cookie jar with a 
culpted cat for a lid. When the chil- 

Iren wanted some cookies, they played 

I game in which, in their mother’s 

presence, they requested the cookies 

rom the cat. Mrs. Eastland would 
eply in a high-pitched voice (personi- 
ying the feline) the number of cookies 

hey woe permitted to take. When 

Vinnie was killed, Mrs. Eastland 
tacked up the cookie jar. But when she 

Dok itouta few years later, she discov- 

red that Susan was familiar with the 
itual — even to the point of imitating 

he cat’s “voice” her mother had used.

Although this is not conclusive 

evidence of paranormal knowledge, 
itevenson points out that it is “never- 

heless harmonious... with the inter- 

retation that Susan somehow had 

ccess to Winnie’s memories.”

Susan subsequently surprised her 
mother by reporting other events she 

would not have known normally. She 

even knew the nickname of a little boy 

with whom Winnie used to play. Mrs. 

Eastland often asked herdaugh terabout 
episodes from Winnie’s life; these 

questions sometimes prompted seem- 

ingly-paranormal memories. A critic 

might suggest that this procedure could 

result in the perhaps-inadvertent com­
munication of information to the daugh­

ter, but Stevenson doubts this explana­

tion. He notes that such a process 

could possibly “encourage an identifi­

cation with the dead person that would 

not have happened otherwise. Never­
theless, such questioning, if conducted 

by a person as vigilantas Mrs. Eastland 

seemed to be, may arouse additional 
memories without lowering safeguards 

against normal communication.”

Stevenson kept track of this case for 

close to a decade and Susan’s final 
memories of her deceased sister appar­
ently surfaced in 1977, when Steven­

son was rechecking certain details of 

the case. While talking with her daugh­

ter in light of a letter from the psychia­

trist, Susan recalled a final incident 

from her previous life. She remem­
bered visiting a bowling alley with her 

mother and running between the lanes 

and the food machines. A boy who 

happened to be there kissed her. This 

incident in fact had occurred and Mrs. 

Eastland particularly remembered it 
because of her husband’s annoyance 

when informed of the episode.

A final paranormal aspect of the 
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case was a small birthmark on Susan’s 

hip. This mark corresponded in posi­

tion to an injury suffered by Winnie 

when she was killed.

The case of Erin Jackson
Erin Jackson, bom in 1969, lived in 

a small town in Indiana. She started 

talking of a previous life when she was 

three years old. Stevenson met the 
family in 1980.

The child spoke of her previous 

incarnation only fora year. During that 

period she often told her parents that 
she had been a boy named John. She 

lived with her brother James, who liked 

to dress in black, and with her step­

mother, who treated her kindly. Al­
though she never offered her past-life 
family name or place of residence, her 

account indicated that she once lived 

in a rural location.

Erin’s identification with her previ­

ous life influenced her behavior and 

she evolved into something of a tom­
boy. She preferred to dress in boy’s 
clothing and felt humiliated when 

forced into a dress. Even when her 

conscious memories ceased, the girl 
continued to prefer masculine attire. 

She expressed a desire to learn how to 
play baseball and to become a Cub 

Scout.
Stevenson writes that “she seemed 

to know how to read at the age of three, 
before anyone had taught her. She had 

a gift fordrawing that I judged—after 

looking at some sketches she had made 

— unusual for a child of her age. She 

also composed poems thatamuch older 

person might have felt pleased to have 

written.”

But when Stevenson finally met 

her, Erin had ceased referring to her 

previous existence, but her masculine 
behavior continued for a white longer. 

Only when she became a teenager did 
she begin to act in a conventionally 

feminine manner.

Erin’s parents were Protestants who 

had no interest in reincarnation. But as 
Erin spoke of her previous life, Mrs. 

Jackson read up on the subject. She 

never encouraged Erin’s beliefs but 

eventually came, reluctantly, to accept 
the reality of reincarnation.

A Georgia test case
None of the cases in Stevenson’s 

Children Who Remember Previous 

Lives is strong from an evidential stand­
point The children had usually fin­

ished speaking of their past lives by the 

time Stevenson teamed of the cases. 

But every so often more evidential 
cases come to light.

The fol towing was reported in 1985 
by W. G. Roll and Jeannie Lagle Stew­

art, a clinical psychologist then work­

ing with the Psychical Research Foun­

dation in Carrollton, Ga.
Ginger Waldorf (a pseudonym 

given by the researchers) was bom in a 

small Ohio town in 1948. The little girl 

was offered up for adoption when she 

was four and eventually came to live 

with a childless couple from a nearby 

town. By this time Ginger had suf­

fered from neglect and mistreatment in 

a series of foster homes.
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She became intensely religious. At 
18 she started having psychic experi­

ences, including a post-mortem visita­

tion from her grandmother. Her rein­

carnation memories, however, did not 
emerge until she married in 1968. She 

and her husband were living in another 
Ohm community when she fell victim 

to dizzy spells which she attributed to 

her pregnancy. But the spells contin­

ued even after the baby was bom.

Ginger’s strange symptoms contin­
ued over the years 1970-1977 as she 

was trying to reestablish contact with 
her biological parents. She was living 

in Texas at this time and the name 
“Marietta” kept surfacing in her 

thoughts. She thought this refened to 

her original first name but soon learned 
that nobody familiar with her early life 

knew of it

Ginger’s adoptive parents resisted 
her search for her birthparents and her 

neurological symptoms continued to 

plague her. She decided to undergo 
hypnotic regression to improve her 

recall of childhood and sought out a 

clinical psychologist to implement the 
procedure. Under hypnosis Ginger 

declared that Marietta was a town in 

Ohm, not the name of a person.

This revelation led her to visit the 
city, which seemed immediately fa­

miliar. She did not interpret this fa­

miliarity as paranormal; she still be­

lieved her memories stemmed from 

her early childhood. The bizarre na­
ture of these early recollections sur­

faced only in 1980 when she at last 

established contact with her 

birthmother and sisters. They failed to 

corroborate the early memories re­
trieved under hypnosis, nor were they 

familiar with Marietta.

On learning this, Ginger explored 
the possibility that reincarnation could 

explain her anomalous “memories.” 
She was finally directed to Dr. Lendell 

Braud, a Houston clinical psycholo­
gist familiar with parapsychology. 

Braud suggested that Ginger contact 

the Psychical Research Foundation.
Stewart and Roll’s investigation into 

the case began in 1984. Roll, the 
foundation’s director, attempted to 

verify the information the subject 

“recalled” and Stewart worked with 

Ginger therapeutically to help her inte­
grate her past-life recollections.

Roll found that Ginger remembered 

her name (Sarah Jean Jenkins) and the 
name of the street where she lived. She 

described stores and other sites in his­

torical Marietta and remembered her 

death. She also knew some of her 
relatives’ proper names.

Roll and Stewart conducted a fur­

ther hypnotic session with Ginger on 
September 14,1984. She slipped eas­

ily into her past existence and “Sarah 

Jean Jenkins” communicated with them 
directly. She described the town near 

where she lived, spoke of her relatives 

and produced street names. Her most 
specific memory was of riding on a 

paddleboat, the Gordon C. Greene, 

with itscaptain, whom she named. She 
related an account of her suicide by 

drowning. Additional details from the 

Sarah Jean Jenkins lifetime emerged 
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when the subject was regressed a sec­

ond time on September 27.

Roll and Stewart spoke with a 

number of her relatives, consulted with 

Marietta’s Office of Vital Statistics 

(which Ginger had contacted earlier in 

the case) and consulted with the first 

psychologist who hypnotically re­

gressed her. Roll and Stewart deter­
mined that Ginger’srecolleclions were 

historically correct, sometimes even 

down to small details. The street and 

store names she recalled were eventu­
ally traced and even the existence of 

the Gordon C. Greene was established.

Despite the outcome of the investi­

gation, the reincarnation ordeal was 

hardly pleasant for Ginger, who all the 

while was plagued with doubts. The 
investigators write in their report:

Although talkative. Ginger expressed 
difficulty in finding the right words to 
describe her experiences. From time to 
time she would ask if something she had 
said was “stupid” or if she was “bonkers” 
for having these experiences. In general. 
Ginger appeared to be experiencing anxi­
ety along with the occurrences and needed 
reassurance and understanding from us. 
She had reported a period of depression 
and confusion during her initial search for 
her biological parents and during her search 
for events that would match her seeming 
memories, becoming “almost obsessed” 
with the search at times. Ginger’s adoptive 
father and her husband also report Ginger’s 
search at this time as being very disturbing 
for the family as it was against their wishes. 
Many of Ginger’s questions and comments 
during the interviews centered on her rela­
tionship with her adoptive family and her

religious views and belief in God.
During the hypnotic  regression sessions. 

Ginger’s voice and personality changed 
noticeably. While assuming the previous 
personality, her voice became childlike 
and ha personality independent and flip­
pant Sarah Jean acted with the confidence 
and security Ginga “wishes I could be 
like."

Ginga reports а phobia of crossing 
wata, although she has had no traumatic 
experience with wata. This aspect would 
be related to the mode of death of the 
previous personality....

Patterns
The case of Ginger Waldorf is 

unusual in some respects because she 
did not recall her previous incarnation 

during her childhood. Her recollec­
tions partially emerged spontaneously 

but were subsequently elicited (or 
enhanced) primarily through hypnotic 

probing. The cases reported by Ste­

venson in Children Who Remember 

Previous Lives probably represent more 

typical reincarnation incidents, even 

though it is impossible to determine 

the number of children who recollect 

such episodes in this country.
The fullest statistics parapsycholo­

gists have for American rebirth cases 

were published in 1983 when Steven­
son issuedareporton 79 cases from his 

vast University of Virginia case col­

lection. These reports were not pub­

lished in the form of case studies. 

Stevenson instead published a statisti­
cal analysis of the cases by comparing 

them to the typical pattern of child­

hood reincarnation cases reported from 
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India, where such reports more fre­

quently emerge. (It is not clear, how­
ever, whether childhood cases in India 

take place more commonly or simply 

are reported in the press more often.) 

Thispioneering paper was issued under 

the title “American Children Who 

Claim to Remember Previous Lives” 

in the Journal of Nervous and Mental 
Diseases (Vol. 171, No. 12) — surely 

an unusual place for a report on rein­

carnation!
Most of the cases included in 

Stevenson’s paper were reported to 

him by persons passingly familiar with 

his work. Some of the other incidents 
were referrals from interested col­

leagues. When Stevenson looked 
closely into the backgrounds of these 
cases, he found the following:

(1) For 16 percent of the cases, the 
principal informant (usually a relative) 

entertained prior belief in reincarna­

tion.
(2) For an additional 37 percent of 

the cases, Stevenson’s primary contact 

had some interest in the doctrine.

(3) Twenty percent of the contact 

people had some general interest in 

parapsychology.
(4) But 27 percent of the contacts 

had little or negligible interest in rein­
carnation when their cases came to 

light.
For the remaining 29 percent of the 

data base, Stevenson could not deter­

mine the family's prior interest in or 
knowledge of reincarnation.

Although the patterns that guide 

childhood reincarnation cases in both 

the United States and India are similar, 

Stevenson found subtle differences 

when these reports were critically 
examined. For example, children in 

modem Western culture only rarely 
mention specific people they recall 

from their previous lives, including 

their own proper names. Rarely is 

enough information given in Western 
cases, in fact, for the child’s past-life 

personality to be historically traced. 

This problem is confounded by the fact 
that children in the United States stop 

speaking about their previous exis­

tences sooner than Indian children. 

(Children in this country stop the refer­
ences when they reach about five years 

old; Indian children generally continue 
talking of reincarnation until they pass 
six.)

Particularly interesting is the dif­
ference in the children’s recollections 

of their deaths. Most children in India 

focus on this traumatic phase of their 

past lives, with 75 percent of them 

spontaneously mentioning the cause 
of death. But this feature crops up in 

fewer than 50percentof the U.S. cases. 

Phobias (such as a fear of water) usu­

ally related to the violent deaths they 

purportedly suffered in their previous 

incarnations were evident in both sets 
of children.

The mystery of crossgender rein­
carnation plays an interesting гою in 

childhood reincarnation cases too. 

Although this phenomenon is exceed­

ingly uncommon in India (represent­

ing only three percent of Stevenson’s 

cases), this pattern emerged in 15 per­
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cent of the American reports.

But do these modem reports from 

this country suggest literal reincarna­

tion? Even though their evidential 

features tend to be weak, Stevenson 

feels they may suggest the reality of 
past lives.

“In some Indian cases,” he writes, 

“the child has made verified statements 

about a previous life in a family remote 

geographically from his own. Although 

most of these cases were not investi­

gated until after the families concerned 

had met, many were studied within a 

few weeks or months of their meeting, 

and in a small number a written record 
of what the child had said about the 

previous life had been made before his 

statements were verified. In many 

such cases the normal transmission of 
information has been excluded, or 

seems improbable, and so it is possible 

that these Indian children have had 

genuine memories of a previous life. 

In view of the similarity of the Ameri­

can cases to the Indian ones in several 
of their main features, it also seems 

arguable that some American subjects 

have had memories of previous lives, 

but ones that, on the whole, are less 

abundant and less precise than those 

occurring among many Indian chil­

dren.”
Stevenson emphasizes that few of 

these cases seem to result from pure 

fantasy—most of the alleged previous 

lives, for example, are commonplace 

or unpleasant — but acknowledges 

what he regards as a slim possibility.

It is clear that reincarnation cases 

sometimes appear in the modem world 

but it is regrettable that the evidence is 

not better. The problem is that scien­

tific investigators have rarely been 

called into promising cases soon 

enough.

Metaphysical doctrines such as re­

incarnation are popular in the 1980’s. 

The emergence of widespread cultural 

belief in the rebirth doctrine could 

represent a boon to parapsychologists 

and other scientists and scholars inter­

ested in the question. Such cases may 

more quickly come to the attention of 

researchers.
What the field really needs, how­

ever, are more researchers and field 

workers willing to investigate these 

cases as quickly and comprehensively 

as possible. Perhaps then we will have 

the evidence that will prove — or dis­

prove — reincarnation.

GETTING MARRIED PAID OFF

BY COINCIDENCE District Jus­
tice Jon A. Barkman faced a di­
lemma when a couple came in to his 

office to be married. Hehadawarrant 
for the bride’s arrest for retail theft.

The judge graciously waited until 
after the wedding ceremony, where­

upon the bride agreed to a payment 
plan to pay off the fine, costs and 
restitution. But when it was time to 
pay for the wedding, the couple didn’t 
have the $10 cost. The wedding party 
returned to their cars and came up 
with the money.
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PHANTOM TROOPERS
By Andre Nelson

IT WAS cold and foggy on the 
morning of February 3,1943, as I 

drove an army jeep along the 

Burma-India border. The jeep 

lurched and slithered along the 

muddy track serving as a road be­
tween tea groves stretching to the 

horizon on both sides.
I had never liked that early-morn­

ing drive to the military air field at 

Chabua, home of a fighter squad­

ron and an air transport unit. As 1 
made those trips it always seemed to 

me that 1 was utterly alone in a 

brooding, timeless land, although I 

knew there were hundreds of na­

tives in white saris or loinclothes 
stirring in nearby villages and pre­

paring for the day. On that cold, 

sodden morning 1 could distinguish 

the vinegary, sharp odor of the 
dried grass and dung fires over 

which the villagers prepared their 

morning meals. My nose also caught 

the strange earthy smell that came 
from dew forming on the moulder­

ing thatches of their bamboo huts.

The clinging cold made my face 

ache. As the jeep shouldered through 
the eddying billows of mist, it 

seemed as if I had been driving for 

an eternity, that never had there 

been a time when 1 had not been 

jolting along that track.

Suddenly I heard the nonrhyth­

mic clink of metal and the squeak of 
leather on leather. Glancing to my 

left, I saw that the source of the 

strange sounds was a troop of 

Indian cavalry riding in a column 

along the top of a broad earthen 
dike. The soldiers were mounted on 

bay horses and dressed in alkha- 
laqus (tunics) which looked green­

black in the mist, gray trousers, 

long black boots and scarlet Mus­

lim turbans.
They were all seemingly unaware 
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of me. As they slowly drove past, 

they would momentarily appear and 
disappear in the drifting banks of 

fog. The British officer heading the 

file of about 50 men was followed 
by a trooper carrying a yellow gui­

don inscribed with a black insignia 

which I could not see clearly. A 
second officer was riding in the 

middle of the column. The officers, 
burned by the sun until they were as 

brown as their men, were armed 

with sabers and pistols, while the 
troopers, to my surprise, carried 

long spears supported by a socket in 

the right stirrup. I did not notice if 

they carried other weapons.
No member of the column glanced 

at me as the troops rode by. Their 
faces were expressionless, each cav- 
alryman sitting erect, staring 

straight ahead, each seemingly lost 

in his own thoughts. 1 saw the 
horses tossing their heads and mouth­

ing their bits and 1 heard the 
subdued clink-clank of metal, the 

protesting squeak of leather.
In just a matter of minutes the 

column had drifted by me. It all 
happened so quickly and I had been 

so bemused by the sight that I had 
not thought of stopping to watch 

them.
Recovering from my surprise, 1 

craned my head over my shoulder to 

catch another glimpse of them. All I 
saw were sliding banks of fog which 
twisted and writhed in the slight 

breeze, effectively concealing 
anything that may have passed. 1 

listened intently but by then the fog 

and damp ground of the dike ab­

sorbed even the sound of the horses’ 
hoofs. All 1 heard was the sound of 

my jeep engine which was greatly in 

need of maintenance. In retrospect I 

have often wished I had tried to turn 

around on that narrow track and 
catch up with the riders.

I was used to seeing tanks, land­

ing craft and cargo planes. They 

were a part of my wartime life. But 

colorful turbaned troops, horses 
and spears were things one expected 
to see only in the days when the 

British Raj ruled India.

Continuing on my way, 1 stopped 

enroute at Tinsukia, a small village 
where a friend of mine, Capt. John 
Burns, a red-faced, burly Scot, for­

merly head of the Shanghai Police, 

was now stationed in charge of 

troop transportation. I told him 
what I had seen.

He remarked, “We are moving 
troops down to Indo-China to 

counter a push by the Japanese up 
into this area. But I’ve not had any 

requests to move a cavalry unit 

there.” He shook his head. “That’s a 
long way to ride...

As the years passed, the war 
ended and 1 did not read of any 

engagement of cavalry against the 
enemy in that theater of war. Later 

as memories of that morning in 
India grew dim, doubt stirred in my 
mind. Had I really seen the troop? 

After all, at that time I was a young, 

credulous American soldier abruptly
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nsported to an ancient land and 

ture. I had been attached to a 
itish unit which still observed 

my of the unique traditions of the 

I British rule in India and I had 
in surrounded by remnants of the 

h color and splendor of that 

och —all of which may have 
mulated my imagination.

Possibly that morning as 1 drove 
rough the banks of swirling fog. 1 

d unknowingly been hypnotized 
d thought I had seen that troop 
ing out of the mist.

Whatever happened that morn­

in February 1943, it made an 

delible impression on me. The 
:ollection is still sharp and clear 

id one that every now and then I 
njure up from the recesses of my 
emory. That vision serves to soft- 

the clangor of the everyday 

jrld and brings me a fleeting move­
ent of pleasure and of vicarious 

Iventure.— Ventura. Calif. 

had been used as a fort during the 
Mexican-American War and was 

home to the Mexican governor of 
California, and in 1968 the state 

obtained and restored it to its orig­
inal splendor as the home of the 

Estudillo’s.

Since my two friends and 1 were 
visiting sites in Old Town and re­

cording for my research in EVP 

(electronic voice phenomena — the 

recording of paranormal sounds), 
we decided also to tour the Casa de 

Estudillo. The Casa is now open to 
the public for unguided tours. I 

continued to record as we wandered 

about the Casa.

Following the printed tour guide, 
the three of us veered to the rooms on 
the right, entering one person at a 

time. The second room — the study 

— we entered single file with me lead­

ing the way. As 1 stepped down into 
the room 1 felt as if 1 had walked into 
someone or something.

THE GHOST AT THE CASA
By Brian Black 

PARANORMAL manifestations 

. of a physical type are considered 
re. One such manifestation appar- 

itly occurred in April 1988 as Sandy 
wide, a reporter from the River- 

de Press Enterprise, Don Walther, 
:r boyfriend, and I were touring the 

asa de Estudillo in Old Town San 
iego.

The Casa has a rich and varied 
story. Built in 1829 by Jose Maria 

itudillo as home for his family, it Brian Black
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I was racked head to toe with a cold 
and tingly sensation. I immediately 

reversed direction, but Sandy and 
Don continued into the room and 

they, too, felt a presence of some 

kind.

As we looked around, Sandy no­
ticed flashes of red light in the 

adjacent master bedroom. I looked 
around for some kind of light source 

or a reflection from outside but 
could find none.

After a few minutes we began to 

file out of the study, with Don 
absorbed in reading aloud from the 

tour guide and trailing behind. He 
was carrying under his right arm 

Sandy’s camera case, in which were 

stored a variety of filters and tele­

photo lens.

Suddenly we were startled by a 
loud crashing sound. Somehow 

Sandy’s most expensive telephoto 
lens got out of the camera case 

without its lens cap and hit the 
concrete floor, shearing off part of 

the interface between camera and 

lens.
This mystified us no end. 1 was 

watching Don the moment it hap­

pened, and he did not tip the case. 
The storage compartment for the 

lens is located deep within the case 
and the lens fits snugly within it. 

Even after turning the case upside 

down and shaking it, the lens would 
not fall out.

The lens cap was not on the lens 
when it hit the floor, nor was it loose 
inside the case. Sandy was absolute­

ly sure that it was on initially be­

cause that morning she had inspect­
ed all of her equipment. In fact the 

cap was never seen again.

The incredible nature of what 
happened didn’t dawn on us until 1 

examined the recording. Just a 
couple of seconds before the lens hit 

the floor, the sound of plastic twist­

ing against metal can be heard on 
the tape. After a little experiment­

ing, 1 was able to determine that this 

was a good match for the sound of 
removing a lens cap from a tele­

photo lens. To make things weirder 
still (and aiding my research in 

EVP), a gruff male voice is heard on 

the tape shortly after the lens hits 
the floor saying, “Get out!”

Apparently we trespassed on 
some entity’s “space” and in retali­

ation it removed the lens cap and 

dashed Sandy’s telephoto lens to 
the floor. The light flashes and the 

EVP were probably also generated 
by its anger.

After completing research on the 
Casa, I was not surprised to dis­

cover that some of the park aides 
have also had strange experiences, 

such as seeing shadowy movements 

and faces appear in mirrors. One 
aide actually claimed to have seen 
the lid on a music box in the Blue 

Room open up and play all by itself. 

And 1 might expect to hear about 
one more ghostly manifestation at 

the Casa de Estudillo — the reap­
pearance of a lens cap in midair. 

— Ventura, Calif.
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Heeding Prayer
Healing prayer may help when a crisis threatens one's life and 

there is a certain way to be receptive to it.
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By Marti» Ebon

WE HAVE learned that it is “bet­
ter to give than to receive.” But 

there are times in our lives when we 
need to receive what is offered to us, 
humbly and gracefully. It isn't always 

easy. In fact, it is quite difficult for 

most of us. And not only because we 
are such wonderfully generous givers 

or don’t need the help of others—but 

because modem civilization has made 
us proud of being self-sufficient, or 

distrustful of altruism, or fearful of 

being in emotional or moral debt.
Today there are courses in emo­

tional, psychic and spiritual develop­
ment, in the exercise of healing powers 
and in many forms of self-healing, 

ranging from auto-suggestion to the 

imaging of physical wholeness and 
well-being. Most of these instructions 

call on us to engage in one or another 
type of activity. But what are we to do 

when we are trapped into helpless pas­
sivity, in need of aid, crying out for 

support?

As in so many life situations, each 

of us has to find his or her own way of 

dealing with periods of fear and des­
peration —and that, let's be candid, is 

what they often are. Illness, pain and 

fears of turning into an invalid or dying 

are quite capable of testing our cour­

age to its breaking point. At such times 

we need all the support we can get.

These days, to be candid once more, 
physicians and nurses for the most part 

are unable to provide the emotional 

support we need. During office visits 

we find ourselves on a conveyor belt of 

“cases," frazzled by waiting, shivering 

in inadequate and demeaning gowns, 
confronted with innumerable insurance 

forms and faced by ever-increasing 

financial drain. In hospitals “teams” of 

doctors, residents, interns, registered 

nurses and nurses' aides surround us 
with a sea of alien faces.

In a large urban hospital, equipped 

with all the admirable wonders of 

medical technology, we are in dire 
need of retaining our human identity, 

of knowing that others care about our 
fate, wish us well—and, yes, pray for 

us. At such times we get down to the 

essentials of our being. A child might 

be permitted a favorite teddy bear to 
cling to, but what can we count on 

when we are too weak or in too much 

pain to read a paperback novel?
I am sharing this with you, my 

reader-friend, because in your own way 

and in accordance with your belief and 

personality, you may gain some in­
sight from my experience of how I 

received healing prayer. It happened 

more than a decade ago in a major New 

York hospital where I was recovering 

from surgery that had misfired. I had 

been close to death three times. As I 
began to get well, my wife and I were 

truly in need of help — call it emo­

tional support, healing thoughts or 

prayers—the choice of terms is yours.

Like others I have prayed for the 
well-being of friends in danger, for 

their recovery from illness, for needed 

strength to face life’s setbacks, sick­

ness, the suffering or death of a family 



HOW I RECEIVED HEALING PRAYER 57
nember. My own prayers have been 

zaried, usually in my own words rather 
han in formal prayer texts. They have 

Deen simple and brief because sincer­

ity makes for simplicity and brevity.

A few times at memorial services I 
lave found myself praying for the soul 

jf a friend who had died. Once I sat in 

i hospital waiting room when we were 
old that a dear friend had just died, a 

nan whom only an hour earlier I had 

seen barely breathing among the para­
phernalia of an Intensive Care Unit. 

My prayer was spontaneous and short, 

jven piercing, more a muted outcry 

han a plea, much like a focused sigh 

from the bottom of my heart I did not 
actually say, or whisper, or even think, 

“God, receive him well.” That surely 

was what I meant. But who was I to 

give or even think what amounted to a 
virtual command to God?

When I was ill myself, I wrote a wry 

and bitter memorandum to friends and 

acquaintances. It was a report on my 
condition, and it frankly concluded 

with the suggestion that their healing 

thoughts or prayers would be most 

welcome. What I wrote was personal 
and direct I pulled no punches. Some 

of the “big names” in healing hap­

pened to be my friends and profes­

sional colleagues', elsewhere prayer 

groups were formed for me, notably 

among members of the Spiritual Fron­

tiers Fellowship. Those who prayed 
for me included a group of young 

monks, inhabitants of a monastery 
located in the birch-covered hills of 

New England.

One old friend, the minister-educa­

tor Harmon H. Bro, had a similar expe­

rience as he recovered from heart 

bypass surgery. Supporters from SFF 

and the Association for Research and 

Enlightenment were among those who 
prayed for Bro. As he put it later, 

people were praying for him “all over 

the place,” and the force of it “starts 

getting through to you,” as “the prayer 

flow just bubbles and bubbles on.” 

Bro wondered, “Who can deserve such 
intercession? You know very well, 

nobody can. Like the infant, you just 

receive. You drink it, you rest in it, you 

appreciate it, you let it be, you grin.”

In my case while such prayers were 
directed at me or said in my favor, I felt 

that I should find a way of receiving 
them effectively. Some prayers were 

said by a group that practiced concen­

trated healing each morning. Others 

prayed for my recovery for half an 

hour beginning at 10:00P.M. They did 

this with planning and coordination, 
allowing for regional time differences, 

so as to “tune in” on each other at 10 

o’clock Eastern Time, to focus their 

healing thoughts in unison.
One of them, the prominent spiri­

tual healer Olga Worrall of Baltimore, 
who has since passed on, sent me a 

message saying that I should let the 

spirit of her departed husband, Am­

brose, help me get well. I had met 
Ambrose Worrall several years ear­

lier. I believed in his healing powers; 

you could physically feel them as 
warmth radiated from his hands. But, 

I wondered, could his spirit now be
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close enough to exert these same 

powers to help me at this point?
* • •

I VIVIDLY recall the first time 10:00 

P.M. came around. Here I was, 
luckily in a single room within the 

vast, impersonal expanse of a major 

hospital, readying myself to be healed. 

What was I to do? When you try to 

help someone else, no matter how 

clumsy or self-conscious you may feel, 

there are always age-old traditions, 
attitudes and words on which to fall 

back. Traditional and modem prayers, 
worded specifically for the purpose of 

healing, can be found in prayer books 

or books written by contemporary 

laymen. It should, therefore, be rela­
tively easy to direct your healing 

thoughts and prayers toward someone 

else. But how exactly do you receive 
healing?

I did what I felt I had to do. Isought 

to open myself to healing. I did pre­

cisely what the morning glory flower 
does when it turns toward the sun and 

opens its petals. I was half-sitting in 

my hospital bed, as I could not breathe 

when lying down. At first I kept my 

eyes open when the healing period 
began, as if ready to receive visitors 

quite consciously, welcoming them.

And then it began.

My hands, as if by themselves, 

moved forward in a gesture of receiv­

ing, palms upward and opened, as if 

they were receptacles of the very gift 
of healing. I was by myself. There was 

no audience. No one was there to 

observe, to snicker or to be awed by 

this act of trusting piety. I was on my 

own, alone with whatever beliefs and 
doubts might mingle within my being. 

There could be no drama about these 
moments of ultimate candor. My hands, 

turned upward and open, were held as 
I used to shape them when I was a boy, 

holding one hand to channel gushing 

cold water from a faucet or a mountain 

spring into my mouth. I held my hands 

lightly. There was no element of grasp­

ing. My whole body came to reflect 
this mood of passive, but expectantly 

eager and unhesitant receiving.

Still the human mind is more rest­
less than a butterfly, always on the 

move. My thoughts simply would not 

sit still, although at the same time they 
stayed with whatever was happening 

to me. “What is this healing power?” 

I asked myself. Once in Montreal the 
well-known Hungarian-bom healer 

Oscar Estabany — major subject of 

scientifically-organized healing tests 

by Dr. Bernard Grad of McGill Uni­
versity —had placed his healing hands 

on my back. They seemed to radiate 

the same warmth exuded by Ambrose 

Worrall, several years later.

Such warmth, far in excess of nor­
mal body heat, is experienced fre­

quently in healing sessions. Estabany 
emphasized that he could not actually 

“heal” by himself, but was capable of 

adding healing strength to a patient’s 

own ability to rebuild his damaged 

body. Experiments with animals and 

plants supplemented and documented 

Estebany’s impact on people. And so 

I assumed, in my efforts to receive the 



HOW I RECEIVED HEALING PRAYER 59
healing prayers of others, my own 

recuperative strength might be supple­

mented, much as a rundown car battery 

is recharged at the service station.

Then while in this receptive repose 

of my now quite relaxed body, my 
mind encountered another question: 

“What if not all of them are able to 

‘tune in’ on me at 10:00 P.M. Eastern 

Daylight Savings Time?”

As my sense of humor had remained 

with me—a most agreeable compan­
ion through a succession of operating 

rooms, recovery rooms, emergency 

rooms, intensive care units and other 
hospital divisions—I put this question 

to myself with an ironic inward smile. 

What, I wondered, would be the qual­
ity of a healing prayer uttered in the 

midst of a traffic jam or while reluc­

tantly foregoing a favorite TV pro­
gram? And what do people say to 

themselves, or each other, on such an 

occasion? Something like, “Okay, 

Hawaii Five-0 is finished, so now let’s 
pray for Ebon”?

Beyond such puzzling and even 

amusing ideas, I simply assumed that 

people sent me their healing thoughts 

and prayers during moments permitted 

by their own inner quiet These might 

be quite fleeting whenever, frankly, 

they happened to remember my pre­

carious situation. And as I placed 
myself into my private attitude for 

receiving healing prayer, I simply 
assumed that I might benefit from the 

accumulated goodwill of those who 

thought of me and prayed for me, 

whenever and wherever.

I found a precedent for this concept 
in the experiments that Harold Sher­

man (1898-1987), in pioneer long-dis­

tance telepathy tests several decades 

ago, had undertaken with the arctic 
explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins.*  Sher­

man had not always been able to “tune 

in” on Wilkinsattheexactprearranged 

time. But when he did focus on Wilk­

ins telepathically, he picked up a series 
of images that had impressed them­

selves on Sir Hubert all through the 

preceding hours. In a similar manner, 
I felt, the cumulative healing prayers 

might come together at the end of each 
of my hospital days.

My hands moved slowly toward my 

body, much as the healing hands of 
Ambrose Worrall or Oscar Estabany 

— or anyone practicing the laying-on 
of hands — might seek to concentrate 

an extra healing force, first on one part 

of me and then another. My fingertips 

had by then joined lightly together 

within each hand. Both hands were 
moving symmetrically to the left and 

right of me, pointing inward.

My main problem, during this re­

covery period, was breathing. My throat 
had closed up earlier, following a neck 

operation. To enable me to breathe, a 
tracheostomy had been performed, 

providing an opening below the throat, 

allowing for a pipe to lead toward my 

bronchial tubes and thus indirectly to 

the lungs. This device bypassed the 

swollen throat passages, where vocal

•Sec my "Telepiihy Across the Frozen Wittes,” June
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chords and related tissues would have 

to heal if I was to recover my normal 

breathing capacity. I knew these 

physiological problems very well. My 

hands moved gently, seemingly guided 

by some outside force. I was quite 
aware that my own unconscious might 

be guiding them toward the critical 

body areas. This, after all, was the way 

in which I might use my hands to help 

heal someone else.

Butnotquite. If I were called upon 

to help the healing process, practicing 

laying-on of hands, I would have made 

direct contact I would certainly have 

exerted soothing, skin-on-skin pres­

sure, however gently. And yet these 

hands, my hands, were now moving 

consistently at a slight distance, point­
ing rather than touching or stroking; 

they acted as if they were directing an 
invisible ray of concentrated healing 

force, now here, now there. The hands 

moved to the back of my head, then 
behind and below my ears. Now, down 

and forward toward the throat the 

fingertips of both hands nearly touch­
ing in coordinated, dual concentration.

In stow stages the hands moved 
toward the bronchial area, back and 

forth, unhurried, soothing, gentle, 

seemingly guided from outside my­
self. Here I was, leaning back, in a 

relaxed mood of emotional twilight 

while my hands made their way with­
out apparent direction by my own 

conscious mind. I had done “auto­
matic writing” years ago, and remem­

bered the uneasy feeling that one’s 

hands seem truly to be under the con­

trol of some outside entity.

1 am against such experiments in 

automatisms, because I am now con­

vinced that they can open emotional 
passages that permit intrusion of unde­

sirable influences, including unleash­
ing unconscious drives. Now my own 

hands, moving, seemingly healing, re­
minded me of this experience. And 

while I remained alert to any feeling of 

being “taken over” by an uncontrol­
lable force, I did not feel uneasy about 

the movements of my hands and their 

seemingly purposefill activity.
• • •

I PRESUMED then, and I do now, 

that I helped my hands along, if only 

by the receptive attitude I had adopted. 

Presumably my attitude for receiving 
healing prayer put me into what is 

known as an Altered State of Con­
sciousness or ASC with its own psy­

cho-physiological benefits, such as 

reduced tension and lowered blood 

pressure. This sort of state has paral­
lels in meditation, self-hypnosis or 

auto-suggestion. Whatever its spe­
cific nature, my attitude had the result 

that at the end of each such period, I fel t 

relatively relaxed and confident While 

the night hours that followed might in 

many ways be difficult I did not look 
forward to them with undue anxiety.

Did it matter, I wonder, that quite a 

few people prayed for me, rather than 
just a few close friends and relatives? 

Does the quality of prayer, its impact 
increase with the number of those who 
pray or send their healing thoughts? 

Frankly, I have always had misgivings 
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about sheer quantity in prayer. To me, 

a long religious service loses the ele­
ment of euphoric strength. Long and 

above all repetitious prayers strike me 
—sorry if I sound naive—as an insult 

to God’s intelligence. Once you’ve 
utteredagiven thought in prayer, thanks 

orplea, the Divinity can surely remem­

ber it well enough to be able to do 

without hearing it over and over again!
There was no way for me to meas­

ure the impact of these cumulative 
healing thoughts, except in a purely 

subjective manner. It is a fact that I felt 

strengthened by the thought of a sup­

porting phalanx, so to speak, by the 
very idea that so many men and women 

had responded to our appeal and were 
actually sending me their healing force. 

A psychiatric physician, a longtime 

friend, told me later that we had man­
aged to establish a triad of patient, 

physician and “community,” a tradi­
tional constellation to effect healing.

Did these prayers then truly help 
me? Yes.Ifeltstrengthenedbyeachof 

these nightly healing periods. I got 
well. 1 am well now, years later.

You, my reader-friend, may distill 
your own method of receiving healing 

prayer from my experience. There is a 
vast array of healing methods, ranging 

from the well-established to the con­
troversial, that might benefit from an 

actively receptive attitude. We are not 
alone. And we can freely and grate­

fully accept the prayerful help that is 
offered and given us.

HEALING SUGGESTIONS
Foltowing are six suggestions that might help to make the 

receiving ot healing prayer more effective:
One: Accept the reality that this is a time when you must welcome 

the help of others; none of us are ever totally self-sufficient.
Two: To open yourself to the prayerful thought of others, lift your 

hands and open them in a receiving gesture (if you are physically 
unable to do so, imagine yourself making this gesture).

Three: Seek to place yourself in a mood and emotional state of 
joyful acceptance.

Four: If possible, move into a state of consciousness that is 
neither totally active nor passive, something like the halfway state 
between being awake and sleeping.

Five: Imagine the healing thoughts as entering your body and 
emotional self, soothing pain and strengthening the healing 
process.

Six: When you feel that the healing period has ended, say a quiet 
prayer of thanks and acceptance. Let a peaceful glow envelop you. 
Rest or go to sleep.



Dead 
is the 
Dodo?

The world's most celebrated 

extinct bird may live on in places too

remote to be explored by even the hardiest investigators.

By Karl P. N. Shuker

THE INDIAN OCEAN’S Mascar- 

ene Islands—Mauritius, Reunion 

and Rodríguez — have acquired ever­

lasting fame as the former homes of 

one of the world’s most celebrated and 

curious families of extinct birds. I 
refer, of course, to those flightless. 

hook-billed pigeons of gargantuan 

stature and extraordinary appearance 

known to zoologists as the Raphidae 

but to everyone else everywhere as the 
dodos. Indeed, the dodo of Mauritius, 

Raphus cucullatus, has become the 

modern-day epitome of obsolescence.
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“As dead as a dodo” is the ultimate 

phrase used to describe anything, avian 

or otherwise, that is irrevocably dated, 

destroyed or deceased.
The most ironic aspect of the do­

dos’ extinction is that at one time there 

was every opportunity to save them.

Quite a number of dodos were brought 

back to Europe and unlike so many of 

their much more delicate, tropical rela­

tives, they appeared to be physiologi­

cally robust. Indeed, as David Day 

remarks in The Doomsday Book of 

Animals (1981), any birds that could
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survive the rough sea voyages of the 

17th Century had to be tough.

Furthermore, some apparently sur­
vived for a number of years in then- 

new European homes. If serious at­

tempts had been made to save them by 

captive breeding, the existence of these 
Alice-in-Wonderland birds within 

today's parklands and gardens may 

well have been a solid reality instead of 

an intangible romantic fantasy. Yet no 

such attempt was made.

Mascarene Islands of Indian 
Ocean once housed dodo’s 
dose relative Pezophaps 
soUtaria, the solitaires 
of Rodríguez, which fol- 
towed dodo into extinction.

Instead, the last dodos are generally 
believed to have died in 1681. More­

over, both of this species’ Mascarene 

relatives — the solitaires of Reunion, 

Raphus solitarius, and Rodríguez, Pe­

zophaps solitaria, apparently followed 
it into oblivion by the latter part of the 

18th Century.

Yet is it possible that some dodos 

— and perhaps solitaires, too — sur­
vived well beyond their officially rec­

ognized dates of extinction, persisting 
instead into much more recent times? 

As it happens, there are two very dif­

ferent but equally

THE FIRST of these, brought 

to light in modem times 

through the researches of Willy 

Ley and the subsequent atten­

tion these have received 
from Roy P.Mackal, is con­

cerned with the geography 
of the dodo’s former terri­

tory. Although Mauritius, 

Reunion and Rodríguez are 
without doubt the most fa­

miliar, they are not the only 

islands contained within this 

particular expanse of the Indian 

Ocean. To the north of these three 

major islands lie many smaller and 
less familiar ones. Indeed, most of 

these have never been explored or even 

inhabited by man. Yet at least one 
could be of considerable signifi­

cance to the possibility of re­

cent dodo survival.
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In 1638 French explorer Francois 

'auche led an expedition to Mauritius 

nd later wrote a detailed account of 

is adventures. In it he referred to 

iseaux de Nazaret (“birds of Naza- 

eth”) in relation to dodos. Conse- 

luently, several subsequent books 

ncluded mention of a new species — 

)idus naz arenas, the Nazareth dodo. 
Jut what was Nazareth? What exactly 

lid it mean? Was it the name of some 

nysterious island? Or could it have 
>een merely a mistranslation of some 

lescriptive phrase used in connection 
vith ordinary dodos? It was all most 

)ewildering.
Much more recently, in 1941, in his 

rhe Lungfish and the Unicorn Willy 
-ey, a scientist much interested in 

:ryptozoology, reexamined the con­

fusing case of the Nazareth dodo and 

favored the last-mentioned explana­

tion as the most likely solution.
The first European explorers of 

Mauritius were Dutch and these had 
referred to the dodos as Walghvogel 

[“nauseating birds,” a reference to their 

inedible flesh). Ley observed that the 
translation of this into French was 

oiseaux de nausée, which sounds simi­

lar to oiseaux de Nazaret. Added to 
this is the fact that Ley could find no 
evidence (at first) for the existence of 

a Nazareth Island — except for a few 

ancient maps carrying the name, and 

Ley dismissed its presence on these as 
nothing more than a synonym for one 

of the major Mascarene Islands. It 

should be noted, however, that the 

position of “Nazareth Island” as marked 

on these maps did not correspond with 
the known location of any of the major 

Mascarenes — an inconsistency Ley 
explained away as cartographical in­

accuracy.

And so, according to Ley, Couche 
had mistaken oiseaux de nausée for 

oiseaux de Nazaret, with Nazareth 

being nothing more than an alternative 
name for one of the principal Masca­

renes. All of this was eminently plau­

sible — until (as he would show in his 

later book Exotic Zoology [1959]) Ley 
discovered that a “Nazareth Island” 

totally separate from these latter is­
lands really did exist

It turned out that this was the name 

early Portuguese sailors had given to a 
tiny islet called the He Tromelin. Of 

54‘25’E longitude and 15’51’S lati­

tude according to The Times Atlas of 

the World: Comprehensive Edition 
(1986), this is a remote diminutive 

island (less than three miles in length) 

lying approximately 375 miles north­
west of Mauritius, 250 mites east of 

Madagascar, and sited within the 

Mascarene Basin.
Even more stimulating than his 

identification of Tromelin as the mys­

terious “Nazareth Island,” however, 
was Ley’s discovery that the 19th- 

Century dodo expert Anthonie Cor­

nelius Oudemans had suggested that 

Tromelin may be worth exploring in 

search of fossil (and even living) do­

dos!
As he notes in a full report in his 

Searching for Hidden Animals (1980), 

Roy Mackal, vice president of the In-
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temational Society of Cryptozoology 

(ISC), has followed up the history of 

the Nazareth dodos and Ley’s corre­

sponding researches very closely. 

Intrigued by the zoological potential 

ascribed to Tromelin by Oudemans, he 

set out to learn more about this myste­
rious islet He learned from a nautical 

chart depicting the isle (and produced 
from a Madagascan survey of the area 

carried out in 1959) that its only links 
with humanity are its ownership by 

France and its possession of a small 

airstrip plus a meteorological station 
(apparently of automatic type). Noth­

ing seems to be known of its wildlife.

Many other comparably tiny and 

insignificant islands exist in this area.

Most remain scientifically unexplored 

or unnoticed. As Dr. Mackal notes, 

this is no doubt due at least in part to the 

existence of treacherous reefs and 

shoals which would make any attempt 

at landing on these islands hazardous 

in the extreme. At least 20 such is­

lands, none more than a square kilome­
ter in area, make up the Cargados 

Carajos Shoals, which are primarily 

fishing stations. Then there are the two 

Agalega Islands, connected by a sand­
bar and covered with coconut palms 

and again used for fishing. But what of 

their wildlife?
With respectto the Cargados Shoals, 

Mackal reports that as many as a dozen 
of these islands could house a variety

The Samoan tooth-billed pigeon, which still exists, bears some resemblance to 
dodos but it possesses larger wings and is able to fly.
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of zoological and botanical surprises. 

Could these include living relatives of 

the dodo, unknown to science and 

unseen by zoologists? Let us hope 

other scientists will follow Mackal’s 

lead and investigate Tromelin and its 

islet neighbors. The zoological re­

wards could be high indeed.
* * •

THE SECOND item relating to 

recent survival of dodos actually 

concerns the Mauritius dodo itself 

and proviues tantalizing evidence that 
the species wasaliveafter 1681. Yetto 

my knowledge this item has never 

before appeared in any publication 

dealing with cryptozoological mat­

ters.
Lawrence G. Green wrote a number 

of books dealing with his travels 

through Africa and the many remark­

able and sometimes inexplicable sights 

and reports that came his way there. 

His explorations and sojourns, how­

ever, were not limited to the African 
mainland and in Secret Africa (1936) 

he devoted one chapter to a period of 

time he spent on Mauritius. Inithehad 

this to say:

But is the dodo dead? I have looked 
upon the bones of the dodo in the museum 
at Port Louis, Mauritius, and I have heard 
the island people talk of the bird. Now 
these people living in the very home of the 
dodo never speak of it as extinct They will 
tell you that the dodo has beat seen many 
times since 1681.... They declare, in fact, 
that the dodo still lives in remote parts of 
the island, in inaccessible cliff caves and 
mountain forests.

The thought of dodos alive and well 
in modern-day Mauritius seems an 

incredible one, to say the least So 

what are we to make of it? Tall tales on 

the part of the islanders? Misidentifi­

cation of some other species? Or — 

unthinkable to all but the most open- 

minded cryptozoologists — a simple 

statement of fact?

There is no doubt that Western 

explorers have been led astray on many 

occasions by fanciful tales told to them 
by the native inhabitants of the area in 

question, and for a variety of different 

reasons. Sometimes there is a deliber­

ate intention to deceive gullible West­

erners. On other occasions, however, 

such tales have arisen out of sheer 
politeness on the part of the locals, 

agreeing with the Westerners and 
encouraging their searches for bizarre 

beastssimplytopleasethem. In addi­

tion, there is the ever-present problem 

of distinguishing between reality and 

native folklore (the yeti saga is a case 
in point here).

Yet in opposition to all of this is the 

undeniable fact that many native tales 

of seemingly impossible creatures have 
indeed resulted in the discovery of 

animals hitherto undescribed by mod­
em science. The annals of cryptozool­

ogy are full of such animals — the 

okapi, gorilla, giant panda, kouprey, 
Congo peacock, onza and others. Con­

sequently it is a foolhardy zoologist 
who as a matter ol‘ course dismisses 

native reports of mystery beasts as 

evidence for their existence.

With respect to the Mauritius dodo,
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then, let us not reject its post-1681 

existence just yet. Is it in any way 

likely that “dodo" sightings were based 

upon some other species which in some 

way resembles a dodo? The island of 

Samoa houses a huge pigeon known as 
the tooth-billed pigeon, Didunculus 

strigirostris. Although it can fly, its 

combination of a powerful, notably 

hooked bill and its large portly build 

renders a surprisingly dodolike appear­

ance. Indeed, the discovery and scien­
tific description of this Samoan spe­

cies in the mid-1800’s provided sup­

portive evidence that the dodos were 

themselves nothing more than over­
sized doves which had lost the ability 

to fly; until then they had been vari­

ously classed as relations of vultures, 
cranes and even, incredibly, short­

legged ostriches.

But as it happens, the tooth-billed 

pigeon is the only living species that in 

any way resembles a dodo. There is 

nothing else, either on Mauritius or 
elsewhere, that could be confused even 
for an instant with it So we must pass 

over the misidentification possibility 

relative to native reports of modern- 
day dodos — which thereby brings us 

to the third, and by far the most contro­

versial, seemingly inconceivable pos­

sibility: namely, that dodos did indeed 

persist beyond 1681 and that, most 
fantastic of all, they may still be alive 

today.

In view of the popularity of Mauri­
tius as a holiday retreat in modem 

times, it would seem impossible that 

such birds could exist without having 

been seen by non-natives. Yet we 

must recall that the habitats suppos­

edly housing modem dodos are the 

very ones holidaymakers and casual 

visitors to Mauritius would rarely if 
ever visit mountain forests and inac­

cessible cliffs. Only native islanders 

would be aware of such localities and 

be in a position to pass through them. 

Even the island’s original explorers 

scarcely frequented such areas, setting 

up settlements instead in the environ- 
mentally-hospitable lowlands. Pio­

neering cryptozoologist Bernard Heu- 

velmans points out that it is no accident 
that most reports of unknown terres­

trial animals emerge from mountain­

ous forests and other inaccessible, 
inhospitable regions.

Although it has to be classed as one 

of the most remote of all cryptozool- 

ogical possibilities, it is perhaps not 

impossiblethatasmall number of dodos 
did escape the ravages of 17th-Cen­

tury invaders by inhabiting areas their 
persecutors could not (or did not wish 

to) reach and hence have survived 

unknown and undisturbed by the out­
side world into much more recent — 

possibly even present-day — times.

It should go without saying that it is 

both impossible and ridiculous for 

anyone (scientist or otherwise) to de­

clare that an animal cannot exist within 
a given area if that area has never been 

thoroughly explored. Such a person 

may just as well say that because he has 

never actually visited the Louvre in 
Paris himself, the latter establishment 

cannot possibly house the Mona Lisa 
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— and thereby dismiss the contrary 
evidence of innumerable eyewitnesses, 

in exactly the same manner as science 

continues to ignore mystery-beast 

reports originating from such crea­

tures’ human neighbors.
“As dead as the dodo?” Who 

knows? Perhaps a future exploration 

of Mauritius will find that the phrase, 

rather than its subject, is obsolete.

By Dwight Whalen

К MY article “Charles Coghlan lan eloped with the girl of his heart, 
ever Came Home” (March 1979

Fate), I debunked the yam about
Coghlan s coffin's drifting from the 
hurricane-swept coast of Galveston, 
Tex., to distant Prince Edward Island, 
Canada, where it supposedly washed 
up near the actor’s summer home.

The tale remains unfounded, but 
I've recently learned that Charles 
Coghlan was a man of mystery in 
another respect. An old Coghlan 
family tradition held that the “silver 
bells of Shannon,” stolen by a Cogh­
lan ancestor, always rang when the 
eldest Coghlan died, their spectral 
tones audible only to the eldest Cogh­
lan child.

Charles Coghlan believed in the 
mysterious bells. So did his daughter 
Gertrude, also an actress. She claimed 
to have heard the bells on the night her 
father died in Galveston in 1899.

Appearing in Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island, to play the 
female lead in Somerset Maugham's 
The Noble Spaniard, Gertrude told 
her strange story to the Charlottetown 
Guardian, August 25,1909.

“Hundreds of years ago,” related 
the Guardian, “a big handsome Cogh-

They did a terrible thing. They took 
with them in their flight the silver 
bells of Shannon. They took them 
away from the Irish soil. They put to 
sea in a strong craft, but the sea was 
stronger. Down to their graves went 
young Coghlan and his bride, and 
down with them the silver bells of 
Shannon. But the bells never died. At 
least their phantoms are here above 
the sea. When the eldest Coghlan is 
dying his eldest child hears them.

“Miss Coghlan, in speaking of this 
psychic phenomenon, said: 'My fa­
ther used to say to my mother, “If I die 
Gertie shall hear the silver bells of 
Shannon.” I heard them while play­
ing a one-night engagement at Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. At breakfast the next 
morning I told my manager what had 
happened, that in the night I heard the 
bells. My manager laughed. A little 
while later I received a wire telling me 
that my father had died the night be­
fore.’”

Wh a tever the “silver bells of S han - 
non” were, their story, like that of the 
home ward-journeying  coffin, links the 
name Coghlan with death and the sea 
in a most extraordinary way.



THE EARTH WAS

Church leaders in Zion believed biblical evidence that the world is flat 

— and waged war against all who dared insist it is not.

By Robert Sdiadewald

O EVENTY years ago there were no 
0 globes in the Zion, Ill., parochial 

schools. The earth was flat in Zion. 
Wilbur Glenn Voliva, General Over­

seer of the Christian Catholic Apos­

tolic Church in Zion, had so declared 

and Reverend Voliva was not a man to 
trifle with. Zionwasatheocracy.acity 

governed by God, and from 1906 until 

about 1935Reverend Voliva was God’s 
earthly representative and virtual dic­

tator of Zion.

Zion is a small city on the western 
shore of Lake Michigan, three miles 

south of the Wisconsin border. It was 
founded in 1900 by John Alexander 

Dowie, a hard-mouthed Scottish 

preacher who came to America via 

Australia. Dowie began his Chicago 
ministry in a shack outside the 1893 

Columbian Exposition and he built his 

reputation and his church on faith­

healing. He founded Zion as a refuge 

for church members, a city free from 

doctors, drug stores, oysters, pork, 

tobacco, liquor, labor unions and other 
corrupting influences. Soon afterward, 

Dowie declared himself the third in­

carnation of the prophet Elijah (John 

the Baptist was the second). Wilbur 
Glenn Voliva was Elijah’s right-hand 

man until he overthrew the prophet in 

1906.

Voliva inherited a community liter­

ally bankrupted by Dowie’s extrava­

gance. For several years he battled 
creditors and Independents (nonmem­

bers of the Christian Catholic Apos­

tolic Church) while he and his Theo­

cratic Party consolidated their power. 

By mid-1914 Overseer Voliva domi­

nated every major facet of Zion life— 
the church, industries, schools and 

government. Having reshaped the city 
in his own image, he sought to reshape 

the world.
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rp HE PROCESS began on Sunday, 
1 August 16, 1914, in a rambling 

sermon entitled “Exposure of Terrible 
Conditions in the Apostacy.” Most of 

the sermon was standard Zion fare. 

Voliva raged against modem medi­

cine. Medical science, he said, is a 

farce and fraud; doctors are thieves, 
murderers, drunkards and dope fiends; 

drugstores are worse than saloons. 

Science, Voliva declared, “is nothing 
buta lot of rot—the inventions of men 

inspired by the devil! ” He condemned 
evolution, geology and higher criti­

cism (textual and historical analysis) 

of the Bible.

Having heard all this a hundred 

times, perhaps some church members 

dozed off before Voliva turned his 

guns on astronomy, thundering:

When the Blessed Lord ascended, they 
saw him going up, did they not? And the 
angels declared that in like manner He 
would come again, did they not? And 
when He comes. He is coming to earth, is 
He not?

I shall ask you this question: If the 
world is whirling around in space at the rate 
of a million five hundred thousand miles a 
day, whizzing around many times as fast as 
lightning travels — how is the Lord going 
to light on it? Just tell me!

In the sermon Voliva ridiculed the 
earth’s rotundity without saying the 
earth is flat. Vagueness vanished as 

the doctrine developed and by late 1915 
Voliva’s view was focused and sys­

tematic. In a pulpit blast at “Modem 

Astronomy” on December 26, he put 
his cosmology in plain English: 

Where is Heaven? Heaven is up yon- I believe this earth is a stationary plane;
der! This is the earth! that it rests upon water; and that there is no
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such thing as the earth moving, no such 
thing as the earth’s axis or the earth’s orbit 
It is a lot of silly rot, bom in the egotistical 
brains of infidels.

Neither do I believe there is any such 
thing as the law of gravitation. I believe 
that is a tot of rot, too.

There is no such thing!
I get my astronomy from the Bible.

Indeed, a Voliva assistant, Apostle 

Anton Darms, had searched the Good 
Book for evidence of the earth’s shape. 

Danns described his findings in the 

church’s official magazine, Leaves of 
Healing, in a long article entitled “The 

Teaching of the Word of God Regard­

ing the Creation of the World and the 
Shape of the Earth in Fifty Questions, 

Answered by Scripture.”
Darms found that the Bible never 

explicitly says the earth is flat, but it 

frequently says it has comers or ends 

(e.g.,Isaiah 11:12and Job28:24). God 

“stretched out” (Psalm 136:6) or 

“spread forth” (Isaiah 42:5) the earth, 
which makes sense for a plane but not 
for a sphere. One of Daniel’s visions is 

conclusive: “I saw, and behold a tree 

in the midth of the earth, and the height 

thereof was great The tree grew and 

was strong, and the height thereof 

reached unto heaven, and the sight 
thereof to the end of all the earth (Daniel 

4:10-11).” No matter how high the 

tree, it could not be seen all over a 

spherical earth.

Darms concluded that the scriptural 

earth is enclosed by a solid dome, the 
firmament of the King James Bible. 

Isaiah 40:22 says of God, “It is He that 

Wilbur Glenn Voliva was General 
Overseer of the Christian Catholic 
Apostolic Church in Zion, III., from 1906 
to about 1935. He sought to shape the 
world in terms of Bible testimony.

sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and 

the inhabitants thereof are as grass­

hoppers.” Job 22:14 says, “He walketh 
in the circuit of heaven.” Darms ar­

gued that the Hebrew word chug, trans­
lated “circle” and “circuit,” should have 

been translated “arch” or “vault” 

(Modem scholars agree; the New 

English Bible gives “vaulted roof” and 
“vault,” respectively.)

The sun, moon and stars are small 
and inside the dome. Genesis 1:17 

says, “God set them in the firmament 

of the heaven to give light upon the 
earth.” Revelation 6:13 limits the size 

of the stars, saying that “the stars of 

heaven fell upon the earth, even as a fig 

tree casteth her untimely figs, when 

she is shaken by a mighty wind.” Darms 
argued that the stars must be smaller 

than the earth for them all to fall upon 

it.

In all, Darms quoted more than 200 

verses from 39 of the Bible’s 66 books. 
This mass of scriptural evidence ne­

gated any possible scientific reply. By 

March 1916 the transition was com­

plete and the earth was flat in Zion. 

Voliva assigned Apostle Darms to 

rewrite the church’s hymns where 

necessary. For example, one verse of 
an old, familiar hymn had always been 

sung:

Let every kindred, every tribe,
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On this terrestrial ball. 

To Him all majesty ascribe, 

And crown Him Lord of All.

Darms revised the verse to a form 

consistent with the new flat-earth ortho­

doxy:
Let every kindred, every tribe, 

On this terrestrial plane, 

To Him all majesty ascribe, 

And praise His Holy Name.

Apostle Darms was also appointed 

head of the Zion parochial schools. He 
required teachers to teach students flat- 

eanhism. Voliva’s Theocratic Party 

controlled the school beard, so pre­

sumably Zion's public schoolteachers 

either taught flat-earthism or (more 

likely) kept their mouths shut.
• * *

THE FLAT-EARTH system advo­

cated by Voli va and taught in Zion 

schools was called “zetetic astronomy.” 

Zetetic astronomy holds that the known 

world is a vast circular plane. The 

north pole is its center and there is no 
south pole; a 150-foot wall of ice marks 

the impassable “southern limit.” The 

equator is a circle concentric with the 

north рою and lying roughly halfway 

between it and the southern limit. The 

sun, moon and planets circle above the 

terrestrial plane in the equatorial re­

gion. Their apparent rising and setting 

is an optical illusion caused by atmos­

pheric refraction and the zetetic law of 

perspective, which law also explains 

why outward-bound ships apparently 
vanish over the horizon. A solid dome 

encloses the entire universe.
Voliva did not invent zetetic astron­

omy. The system was launched in 

England in 1849 by an itinerant lec­

turer who called himself “Parallax.” 
For the next 35 years Parallax (Samuel 

Birley Rowbotham) toured England, 

attacking conventional astronomy in 
public lectures. “Zetetic,” from the 

Greek verb zeteo, means to search or 

examine, and Rowbotham claimed he 

sought only facts. In his lectures he 

praised facts and belittled theories; then 

he identified zetetic astronomy with 

facts and conventional astronomy with 

theories. White Rowbotham focused 

on scientific evidence, he also argued 

that accepting a spherical earth meant 

rejecting the Bible.

It is true that flat-earthism is an old 
Judeo-Christian tradition. Like their 

Babylonian and Egyptian contempo­

raries, the ancient Hebrews considered 

the earth flat, and this cosmology per­

meates the Bible. Many Fathers of the 
Church (for example, Lactantius, 

Severianus and John Chrysostom) 
therefore denounced sphericity on 

scriptural grounds. Cosmas Indico- 

pleustes, a Sixth-Century monk, vehe­

mently defended the biblical flat earth 

against the heathen globe in his Chris- 

tianTopography. The book was briefly 

influential but the Cosmas cosmos 

could not compete with Ptolemy’s 

spherical astronomy. Hat-earthism 

died out in the Western world by the 

Eighth Century, despite popular my­

thology about Columbus’ convincing 
the Spanish court of the earth’s sphe­

ricity.

If Rowbotham knew of Cosmas’



E EARTH WAS FLAT IN ZION 75
'is tian Topography, he didn’t men- 

i it in his 1865 book Earth Not a 

be, the foundation work of zetetic 

onomy. Rowbotham made numer- 

converts with his Parallax lectures. 

1870 zetetic John Hampden stole 
te of his master’s thunder by offer- 

£500 for proof of the earth’s rotun- 

r. Alfred Russel Wallace, the fa­

ns British evolutionist, accepted the 

?er, which was settled at the Old 

iford Canal on March 5, 1870. 
npden lost and the “Bedford Canal 

indie” became the zetetic rallying 

.*  The ranks of the faithful swelled. 

Zetetic astronomy crossed the At­

tic about the same time. A New 
rk Zetetic Society was organized in 

3, but it quickly faded from view, 

t-earthism took a firmer root in 

lerica after 1879, when the well- 

iwn British flat-earther William 

■penter emigrated and settled in 

timore. A tireless lecturer, Carpen- 

eventually preached the flat-earth 
pel to more than 100,000 Ameri- 

is and sold (or gave away) more 

n 10,000 copies of his 1885 pam- 

et One Hundred Proofs That the 

'th Is Not a Globe.

Several American Adventists be­

ne outspoken flat-earthers. Thebest- 

iwn was Alexander Gleason, a 

/enth Day Adventist from Buffalo, 

t. From observations made on Lake 

e, Gleason declared that he was

у in Ntw Laodr. ме 77и Booh of Chariot Fort, 
»364f. I described it more fuUy in “He Knew Earth 
ound. but Hit Proof Fell Flat," Smithsonian, April

satisfied the surface of its waters is not 

convex. He described his experiments 
in two editions of Is the Bible from 

Heaven? Is the Earth a Globe? (1890, 

1893). He also produced a beautiful 

four-color map of the earth as a circu­

lar plane.
• • *

IRONICALLY, Wilbur Glenn

Voliva apparently was oblivious to 

all this.

Bom on an Indiana farm on March 
10,1870, Voliva was ordained a min­

ister of the “New Light” Christian 

Church at age 19. While Carpenter, 

Gleason and others were spreading the 

plane truth, Reverend Voliva was at­

tending a succession of Bible colleges 

and seminaries and pastoring churches 

in his spare time. He had joined the 
Disciples of Christ by 1898, when he 

first read John Alexander Dowie’s 

Leaves of Healing. Voliva joined the 

Christian Catholic Apostolic Church 

early in 1899, and barely seven years 

later he took over.
The best efforts of Carpenter and 

Gleason had little result; it was Voliva 

who brought zetetic astronomy before 

the nation. From 1914 on, he regularly 

sniped at conventional astronomy in 

sermons and in the pages of Leaves of 
Healing. In 1922 Voliva became the 

first religious broadcaster to found a 
radio station. Zion radio (WCBD) 

featured religious dramas, hymns and 

Reverend Voliva’s blasts at the Devil’s 

Triplets: Evolution, Higher Criticism 

and Modem Astronomy. He also 

broadcast a standing offer of $5000 to 
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anyone who could prove (to him) that 
the earth is a globe. No one ever 

collected.
Voliva’s strident flat-earth ism drew 

frequent comment in the local and even 

national newspapers. Articles about 
Voliva and Zion appeared in national 

magazines such as Collier's (May 14, 

1927) and American Mercury (April 

1930). Most were not favorable. To 

answer critics of zetetic astronomy, 

Voliva published a special 64-page 
issue of Leaves of Healing (May 10, 

1930) entirely devoted to the earth’s 

shape.
The lead article is “Which Will You 

Accept? The Bible, the Inspired Word 

of God, or the Infidel Theories of 
Modem Astronomy?” The author was 

Voliva. Sixteen years after his first 

public attack on sphericity, he was still 

singing the same song:

Modem Astronomy, Evolution, and 
Higher Criticism are a trinity of evils — 
Modem Astronomy by no means being the 
least of the three—which are doctrines of 
seducing demons, originated and taught 
for the purpose of destroying, in the minds, 
hearts, and lives of the people, their accep­
tance of the Bible as the Inspired Word of 
God, and their belief in and practice of the 
Christian religion....

The Bible plainly teaches that the earth 
is aplane. Modem Astronomy teachesthat 
the earth is a globe. Both cannot be true. 
One of the two positions must be false. 
Which will you, as a professing Christian, 
accept — the plain teaching of the Bible, 
the Inspired Word of God, or the wild, 
harebrained speculations of infidel astrono­
mers?

The infidel theme was an old zetetic 

favorite. To tar astronomy with the 
atheist brush, Voliva quoted from 

Thomas Paine, Robert Ingersoll and 

other freethinkers. All agreed that the 

Bible teaches that the earth is flat and 

science teaches that the earth is a globe.

Voliva’s $5000 challenge had 

brought numerous letters from skep­

tics who betrayed an “appalling igno­

rance of the whole subject.” Some, for 

example, argued that the earth is a 
sphere because it can be circumnavi­

gated. Forthesebenighted souls Voliva 

repeated a favorite illustration:

Take a silver dollar to represent the sta­
tionary, plane earth. The center of the 
dollar is the North Center. Draw a line 
from the edge of the dollar to the North 
Center. As you go toward the Center you 
are travelling north; as you go from the 
Center to the edge you are travelling south. 
East and west are simply points at right 
angles to north and south. Start from a 
given point and travel due east, and you 
will be compelled to come back to the point 
of departure.

Voliva closed with a barrage of 

Scriptures.

Chester W. Shippey addressed 

spherical critics in two articles, “An­

swers to Common ‘Proofs’ that the 

Earth is a Globe” and “The True Shape 
of the Earth: A Practical Discussion.” 

Shippey’s answers were mostly stock 

replies gleaned from three-quarters of 

a century of zetetic literature. The 

following four summaries give their 

flavor.
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(1) Why do ships sailing out to sea 
seem to disappear over the horizon? Is 

that not proof that the earth is spheri­

cal? Answer Not at all. Ships are 

often seen at distances where they 

should be hidden by the supposed 
curvature of the earth. Ships seem to 

disappear over the horizon for the same 

reason that the rails of a railroad seem 
to meet in the distance. Itisamatterof 

perspective. A good telescope will 

bring a disappearing ship back into 

view.
(2) Where is the edge of the earth? 

Answer. All of the great antarctic 

explorers reported encountering im­

penetrable ice barriers. Obviously a 

great wall of ice surrounds the seas. 
No one knows what lies beyond.

(3) How can there be day and night 

ifthe earth isflat and the sun is always 

above it? Answer The sun is a small 

body, only 32 miles in diameter. (In 

equatorial regions, the area below the 

sun in which a vertical pole casts no 
shadow is 32 miles in diameter.) The 

sun’s influence is limited. When it 

gets too far away, it merges with the 

horizon and appears to set. When it 
comes back into range, it appears to 

rise.
(4) How can astronomers predict 

eclipses if they are wrong about the 

shape of the earth? Answer Eclipses 

occur in cycles. The ancients used the 
lunar cycle of 18 years, 10 ’/♦ days 

(called the saros), to predict eclipses 
when everyone knew the earth is flat. 

Besides, lunar eclipses disprove the 

globular theory. Copemicans claim 

lunar eclipses occur when the earth 

gets between the sun and the moon; yet 

numerous lunar eclipses have been 
observed with the sun and moon both 

above the horizon (examples: July 19, 
1750; April 20,1838; May 26,1868).

Each of these arguments is at least 

partly true and it takes a sound under­

standing of astronomy and geometry 

to refute some of them. Public educa­

tion being what it was (and still is), 

these and similar arguments usually 
silenced or confounded critics.

As always the bottom line was the 

Bible. Apostle Anton Daims iced the 
cake with two articles, “The Teaching 

of the Word of God Regarding the 

Creation of the World and the Shape of 
the Earth in Fifty Questions, Answered 

by Scripture” (his 1915 article, slightly 

revised) and “Ten Reasons Why a 

Christian Should Reject Modem As­

tronomy.” In the latter Darms credited 

previous zetetics for their efforts at 
defending the Bible but offered this 

paean to Voliva:

To this servant of God belongs the honor 
that no one else can claim of having a 
Church stand with him on this important 
teaching of God's Word — the Christian 
Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion.

But the church was less than unani­

mous. While Voliva was in absolute 

control, its doctrines were whatever he 

said they were. Darms and others were 

undoubtedly sincere flat-earthers, but 

some were biding their time. Silence 

was a quality cultivated in Zion, for the 
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General Overseer did not lake opposi­

tion kindly. In some respects Zion 

under Voliva was like a prison without 

walls.
* * *

V OLIVA’S takeover erf the bank­

rupt city two decades earlier had 

been almost complete and it brought to 

Zion tremendous political, financial 

and religious strife. Dissident church 

members splintered off to form their 

own sects and these anti-Voliva fac­
tions organized as the Independent 

Party. Voliva boasted that he would 
drive them out of town.

He implored and browbeat loyal 

church members into mortgaging their 

property and giving him the money. 
He bought the Zion properties back 
from the receiver piece by piece, put­

tingall the titles in hisown name. Soon 
after Voliva’s forces gained control, 

the Zion council voted to give Voliva 

all the parks in Zion City as his per­

sonal property. The Zion police then 
shooed Independent children out of 

the parks for trespassing.
In 1914 Voliva’s minions began 

passing the strictest blue laws in 20th- 

Century America. Tobacco was banned 

in Zion and when trains stopped in 
town, police boarded them to arrest 

smokers. Likewise forbidden were 
movie theaters, pork, alcohol, doctors, 

drug stores, unions and secret socie­

ties. Women could not cut their hair, 

expose their necks or straddle a horse. 

Zion detectives lurked in nearby 

Waukegan lest some Zionite should 

take the train south for a movie, a 

smoke or a taste of the demon rum. 

The laws, of course, applied to both 

church members and Independents.

Voliva’s high-handed tactics even­

tually brought his downfall. In the late 

1920’s the Illinois legislature investi­
gated his financial dealings and rec­

ommended prosecution. Nothing came 

of it but Voliva’s influence was weak­

ened. In the early 1930’s the Great 
Depression again brought severe fi­

nancial problems to Zion, further under­
mining his position. In 1935 Voliva 

was deposed as General Overseer, and 

the church quietly dropped the flat­

earth doctrine.
After that Voliva began wintering 

in Florida and from 1939 onward he 

returned to Zion only intermittently. 
Since about 1920 he had lived primar­

ily on butterm ilk and Brazil nuts, a diet 
supposed to sustain him to an age of 

100. Now he was seriously diabetic 

and his eyesight was failing. When he 

visited Zion in mid-1942, ill health 

prevented his return to Rorida. He 
died in Zion on October 11,1942, at 

age 72.

Shortly before he died, Voliva re­
ceived a letter inquiring about flat- 

earthism from a young Texan named 
Charles Kenneth Johnson. Voliva 

wrote a kind reply. Johnson is now 

president of the Flat Earth Society.*  

Unlike Voliva, who tried to flatten the 

world by fiat, Johnson takes a low-key 

approach. He used to advertise the 

society in Fate and more recently he

•Box 2533, Lancaster, Calif. 93534.
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Di some publicity by doing ice-cream 

Dmmercials on television. Johnson 

laims he doesn’t really care about 

taking converts. He and his wife 

laijory witness to the world; let them 

xept who will.
The earth is no longer flat in Zion, 

(though the city still bears the marks 
f Dowie and Voliva. The city seal 

includes a cross and at last report the 

American Atheists were suing to have 

it removed. Voliva is not remembered 

fondly and many elderly people are 
reluctant to talk about their experi­

ences under his regime. There are, 
however, still a few old-timers who 

believe the earth is flat, just as they 

were taught in the Zion schools.
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Jack Angel was unique in history, so it is said 

— the only man to have fallen victim to “hell’s 

fire" and lived to tell the tale. But how 

true was the tale? Here's what really happened.

By Joe Nickell and John F. Fischer

THE STORY of the man said to 
have survived a fiery fate — the 

legendary “hell’s fire”—begins in the 

fall of 1974.

At that time Jack B. Angel was a 

self-employed traveling salesman 
working out of College Park, Ga. On 

or about November 13, a Wednesday, 
he arrived at the Ramada Inn in Savan­

nah where he was to meet a prospec­

tive buyer for the clothing he sold. 

Un fortunately, Angel was an hour late 

and missed the appointment with the 
client. Finding no room at the Inn, he 

decided instead to spend the night in 

his converted motorhome — a sort of 

mobile showroom — in the Ramada 
parking loL

The next day, apparently, Angel 

started to take a shower but he was 

reportedly unable to account for his 

time after that. The next thing he 

recalls was awakening about noon the 

following day, November 15, and dis­

covering he had inexplicably received 

several injuries, particularly one to his 

right hand. “It was just burned, blis­

tered,” Angel later stated. “And I had 



this big explosion in my chest It left a 
hell of a hole.” Also, he recalled, he 

was burned in the groin area and on the 

legs and back “in spots” — yet neither 
his pajamas nor bed sheets nor any­

thing else in the motorhome was singed. 
Physicians examining him, he insisted, 

“explained to me I wasn’t burned ex­

ternally; I was burned internally.”
■This is the story told by Larry E. 

Arnold in “The Man Who Survived 

Spontaneous Combustion,” Septem­
ber 1982 Fate.

Moreover, according to a brief re­

port in the December 1981 issue of 

Omni, the popular science magazine, 

Angel's Savannah physician specifi­

cally attributed the bums to “spontane­
ous combustion,” described as a “bi­

zarre molecular reaction ... that causes 

people to bum up inside.” The physi­
cian, Dr. David Fem, who had report­

edly been summoned to the scene of 

Angel’s accident, supposedly main­

tained there was no other reasonable 
explanation, since nearby objects in 

the mobile trailer showed no traces of 
fire damage.

Actually, Dr. Fem had neither gone 

to the scene nor rushed to any such 
judgment. (Angel was firstadmitted to 

the Memorial Medical Center in Savan­

nah, then was transferred to a Veterans 

Administration Hospital and the care 

of Dr. Fem.) White declining to make 

a determination as to the exact cause, 

the physician did state, “Mr. Angel 
presented himself to the hospital with 

a severe bum injury of the hand and 

minor injury [emphasis added] of the 

chest wall. This was a third-degree 

bum which damaged the skin severely 

and most of the underlying muscle of 

the hand, causing a total anaesthetic 

hand.”
As a consequence Angel’s burned 

right hand had to be amputated. Dr. 
Fem later stated, “The description of 

the bum and the findings in surgery are 
very typical of an electric-type injury. 

This generates a high-powered heat 

source because of the resistance of the 
skin and the underlying tissue.”

• « •

BUT LARRY Arnold, advocate of 

the reality of spontaneous human 

combustion (SHC), asks, “Where — 

and what—could this predicted high- 

energy source be?” In his Fate article 
he reported that thorough investiga­

tion eliminated such external sources 

as power lines and lightning storms.

Angel’s lawyers (who had volun­
teered to represent him on a contin­

gency-fee basis) next hired an engi­
neering laboratory to inspect the 

motorhome’s interior. “Electrical test 

instruments evaluated the vehicle’s 

Onan generator and AC wiring and 

uncovered no problems,” Arnold states. 

“Further inspection failed to locate 
discoloration or other physical evidence 

which might have been left by the heat 

that burned Angel’s body.”
Finally, Arnold says, the engineers 

“turned to the only remaining suspected 

source of heat in the vehicle: its hot 
water plumbing system.” Although 

the Ramada Inn’s maintenance man 

had thought the bums looked like those
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from scalding water, as from loosen­

ing a radiator cap, again there was, 
according to Arnold’s account, a lack 

of evidence. Not only was the radiator 

cap tightly in place but there were no 
ruptured pipes or other certain indica­

tion that hot water could have been the 

cause.
There was, however, one clue: The 

hot water pump had a slipped drive 

belt. This led the engineers to theorize 
that, lacking hot water for a shower, 

Angel had gone outside, removed the 

heater’s metal cover and opened its 

safety valve. As a consequence, ac­

cording to the engineers ’ theory, Angel 

was thus subjected to a blast of pres­

surized, scalding hot water.
But Arnold could not accept such 

an explanation. He did not think a bum 

victim would have replaced the heater 
cover and he concluded, from the pro­

cess of elimination, “In this case the 

evidence points to the only remaining 

explanation: spontaneous human 

combustion.”

Conceding that the “scientific con­

sensus” did not admit the existence of 

the alleged phenomenon, Arnold nev­

ertheless wrote, “The medical deter­

mination that bums were‘internal’and 
the failure of precision engineering 

studies to provide a legally defensible 

external cause indicate that Jack Angel 

not only experienced SHC but — un­

like the overwhelming majority of 

victims — lived to tell the tale.”

Arnold accepts Angel’s allegation 

that unnamed doctors told him his bums 

were “internal,” even though Dr. Fem’s 

description of the bums and his other 

statements indicate the injuries were 

consistent with an external source.
* • *

SUCH WAS the state of affairs when 

we became tacitly involved in the 
case in 1984. We had just published 

the results of our two-year investiga­
tion of SHC in the form of a lengthy 

report in the March and June 1984 
issues of The Fire and Arson Investi­

gator, the journal of the International 

Association of Arson Investigators.

Our study comprised 30 historic 
cases, spanning more than 2 ‘Л centu­

ries, that seemed representative of the 

supposed phenomenon but that turned 

out to have mundane explanations. 
Among them was the death of Mary 

Reeser, who perished by fire in Florida 
in 1951. Termed the “best-documented 

modem case,” it came in for special 

scrutiny.*

Subsequently we received letters 

from some of our fellow anomaly re­
searchers — notably Jerome Clark — 

asking what we thought of the Angel 

case. One of us (Joe Nickell) replied 

with a few casual observations based 

solely on Arnold’s Fate article:

(1) The case poorly compared to 
alleged SHC cases, in which the ex­

tremities were often spared but in which 

the burning — once begun — could
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arcely be extinguished even when 

ater was poured on the body.
(2) There was directionality im- 

icit in the fact that the hand received 

e greatest damage, the chest less, and 

e groin and ankle respectively still 
ss, suggesting that Angel’s hand 

Mitacted some potent, radiating en- 

gy source — possibly an electrical 

te or one spewing hot water.
(3) There were indications that 

ngel was in a stupor after the accident 
or example, Angel told Arnold, “I 

as staggering like I was drunk”), 

uriously, his first impulse was to visit 

bar and order hard liquor rather than 

ck medical assistance. In other 
ords, what if Angel had earlier been 

I a stupor—however induced—and 
at had helped cause an accident?

We did not follow Clark’s sugges- 

эп that we actually investigate the 

ngel case (largely because we were 

vamped with work at the time) but we 

id privately discuss the case at some 
ngth. It seemed to us that the prepon- 

ггапсе of evidence indicated hot water

- rather than electricity — as the 

robable cause.

If it was true that Angel’s pajamas 

ere unscorched and that there was a 
ck of bum marks anywhere on the 

lotorhome, electrical burning seemed 

nlikely; yet the facts would be fully 

insistent with scalding water. So 

ould the appearance of the wounds

- not the “charred” hand, perhaps, 
tat Angel later described but the de- 

:riplion by Dr. Fem as well as the 

ne by the motel maintenance man.

And there were some other indica­

tions.
What we did not know was that 

another investigator had been pursu­
ing the Angel case. Best known for his 

articles and books debunking UFO 

reports, Philip J. Klass had become 
intrigued by the matter and gone in 

search of an Unexplained Fiery Ori­

gin. He queried the lawyers involved, 
obtained a copy of the previously- 

mentioned engineering report and — 
most importantly — secured copies of 

the court records. Recently he gener­
ously entrusted his entire investigative 

file on the case to us, allowing us to 

copy it and — for the first time — to 

make the findings public.

CONTAINED in the 1975 civil- 

action suit filed by Angel’s attor­

ney in the Superior Court for Fulton 
County, Georgia, is the following 

account:

On November 21 [sic], 1974, Plaintiff 
was attempting to take a shower in said 
motorhome which was parked on a motel 
parking lot in Savannah, Georgia. While 
Plaintiff was in the process of taking a 
shower, the water suddenly stopped flow­
ing from the shower plumbing.

Plaintiff, in attempting to discover the 
reason for the loss of water pressure, exited 
said motorhome and attempted to inspect 
the hot water heater. In making said in­
spection of the hot water heater, the pres­
sure valve on the hot water heater released 
and as a result, scalding hot water under 
tremendous pressure was sprayed upon 
plaintiff.
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The complaint asserted that the 

defendant (the manufacturer of the 

motorhome) was negligent in failing 

to provide a safer design for the heater 
and pressure valve and also for failing 

to warn, either on the heater or in the 
instruction booklet, of the danger that 

might be encountered*  (The suit was 

later moved to Federal Court and sub- 

sequently dismissed for costs paid to 

the defendant)

Lest anyone attribute the foregoing 

narrative of events to the retrospective 

imagination of Angel or his legal coun­
sel, there is further corroborative evi­

dence. First there are the statements 

of one Ed Jonikens who visited Angel 

in the hospital and then drove the 
salesman's vehicle home for him. He, 

too, thought Angel's injuries appeared

X6F= =*>%
WAR OF JENKINS’EAR 

By John Ellis Sech 
'ORITISH HISTORY reveals aeon- British master mariner Robert Jen- 
Oflict known as the War of Jenkins ’ 
Ear, a four-year war fought between
Britain and Spain during the first half 
of the 18th Century.

The origins of that conflict can be 
traced back to an incident on April 9, 
1731. The Rebecca, a British ship, 
was boarded and plundered by Span­
ish coast guardsmen off the coast of 
Jamaica. During the ensuing fracas 

to be the result of scalding. And when 

he reached the motorhome, he found 

the panel on the water heater to be 

“extremely hot.”*
Of even greater significance, the 

engineers who examined the motor­
home found not only that the water 

pump's drive belt was off (as Arnold 

reported) but that the water heater’s 

safety-relief valve was in the open 

position. This crucial fact was con­

firmed by a later study commissioned 

by the motorhome corporation's insur­

ance company.

In summary, the legal documents 

and the physical evidence at the scene 

of the injury, together with the medical 

findings and statements of involved 

persons, establish that Jack Angel was 

accidentally self-injured by a scalding, 
pressurized jet from his motorhome's 

hot water system — not by “spontane- 

ous human combustion,” a phenome­

non whose existence remains as doubt- 

ful as ever.

•Quoted in the engineering report commissioned by 
Angel’s attorney.

kins lost an ear.
Seven years later Jenkins appeared 

before a committee of the British 
House of Commons, described the 
details of the Spanish attack and dis­
played his severed ear. As a result of 
his testimony, the British government 
voted to declare war on Spain in Oc­
tober 1739. The hostilities lasted until 
1743.
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JORIE’S VISITORS

By Connie Daley
' WAS standing on a classroom- 

.style desk in two-year-old Jorie’s 

iom, changing a light bulb while 
te stood watching over the crib 

tils. The phone rang and I received 

te shocking news that my 15-year- 

Id son Jack had been hit by a car. 

ater that evening in July 1973 Jack 
ied. He was the oldest of seven and 

orie was the youngest.

Except for the increased level of 
ctivity and the new faces of those 

ho came in for the funeral, Jorie’s 
fe was not really interrupted. Her 

teals were on time, people played 

ith her and she slept in her same 

rib at night. She was not part of the 

sremonies going on around her, 

ut you knew she sensed the 

idness.

Two days after the funeral when 

isitors had departed, Daddy had 
one back to work, older children 

were visiting neighbors and life was 

beginning to move forward. I picked 
up just where I left off — I started to 

move the desk back to its proper 

place in Jorie’s room.

“No, no, Mommy!” Jorie pro­

tested. “Keep desk by me.”
“Why, Jorie?” I asked. “Don’t 

you want it by the window?”
“No. Dack sits there.”

Connie Daley
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I held my breath. Jack hadnH sat 

in this chair/desk for three or four 

years. “When does Jack sit here, 

Jorie?” I asked.

“When I go to sleep. He watches 

me,” she said matter-of-factly.

“How does he look?” 1 said, try­
ing for the same matter-of-fact tone.

“Like dis.” She put her chin in her 

cupped hands and rested on her 

elbows.

“Does he talk to you?”

“No, he watches. He smiles.” She 
giggled.

I didn’t know where else to take 

the conversation and wanting to 
believe her every word, I just sighed, 

“Okay, I’ll leave the desk here.”

I didn’t bring the subject up again 

but three days later when 1 went in 
to get her for the day, she said, 

“Nudder man wif Dack.”

“Oh? Who?” 1 asked.

She looked quizzical, shrugged 
and dismissed the subject. Again 1 

just let it go rather than put 

thoughts in her head when I wanted 
so much to find out where her own 

thoughts were coming from.

Two days later as 1 was carrying 

her on my shoulders through the 
dining room, she strained for a 

closer look at a picture high on the 
wall and said, “See man. Dat’s the 

man with Dack.”

Jorie was pointing to a picture of 
my father, William L. Dunn, her 

grandfather who died 20 years be­
fore she was born. Neither Jack nor 

any of my children had ever met 

him. Nor for that matter had she 

ever had a picture of him pointed 

out to her.— Troy, Ohio.

RICKY’S FINAL TOUR
By Raymond U. Roberts

ON E S ATU RD AY in early J une 

1988 a veterinarian came to 

our house with the sad duty of put­

ting our ailing 15-year-old Siamese 

cat to sleep. He skillfully anesthe­
tized Ricky, then administered the 

lethal injection. The cat breathed 

once and was gone.
1 petted Ricky for the last time 

and as I did, I saw my wife put the 

syringe caps into the trash. 1 buried 

the frail little cat under the grass by 

the front door.
That evening as my wife and 1 

were talking in the recreation room, 

we heard a familiar sound from the 

kitchen. It sounded like Ricky paw­
ing at a cabinet door. He used to 

open the cabinet slightly with his 

paw and then let the door bang back 
into place. The two dogs, Cassi and 

Jessi, perked up their ears alertly 

and my wife’s face had an odd 

expression. Miss Skitzie, our other 

cat, was also with us and her eyes 
were wide. Everyone was accountec 
for. 1 heard the kitchen cabinel 

bang closed again. Getting up to 
investigate, I found nothing thal 

would have caused the noise.
A few minutes later the china 

cabinet made a similar noise. Rick) 

used to paw at it also. Once again 
dogs, cat and wife were all account
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d for. The dogs appeared to have 

eard it and my wife certainly had.

During the night I got up three 
mes to look into the exercise room, 

rawn by a noise that sounded like a 

at sharpening its claws on the 

arpet. Miss Skitzie was with us on 

fie bed, so it wasn’t her. The dogs 

ad their ears perked up and were 
joking puzzled. I saw nothing un- 

sual in the exercise room, so I 

ventually went to sleep.
The next morning my wife told 

le an odd tale. During the night she 
leard what she thought was Ricky 

rying by the back door. She got up 

о check on the meowing but found 

lothing. She then went into the 
itchen to make a cup of tea. She 

[lanced at the floor as she noticed 

he syringe cap for the lethal injec- 

ion slowly roll across the floor 
oward her. She picked it up and 

ilaced it in a pottery bowl on the 

lounter.
Almost immediately she heard 

licky’s cry by the back door. It was 

he cry he made when he wanted to 
;o outside. My wife said she was 

eeling “very weird” by this time but 

ipened the back door. She then 
leard a cat meow on the back deck. 
It was as if Ricky had gone outside. 

iVe never heard the odd cat noises 

again.

From a scientific standpoint 1 
should think it would be easy to 

dismiss this as auditory hallucina­
tion. There is no way to prove that 

my wife didn’t just have a dream.

The presence of the syringe cap in 
the bowl the next morning neither 

proves nor disproves anything. As a 

professional I simply dismiss the 

entire incident as unexplained 

“bumps in the night.” On a personal 

level, however, I rather think Ricky 
made a final tour of our house and 

in his way said good-bye.—Norman, 

Okla.

GRANDMA’S APRON

By-Rita M. Tomaino

MY GRANDMOTHER Maria 
LaBianca was a kindly old 

woman who lived with my family, 
which included my mother, father 

and sister. She was a tiny woman 

who kept to her old country ways, 
although she lived here in America 

for many years and became a U.S. 
citizen.

She wore her dresses long and 

over the dress she wore a small 

apron with two pockets. This is how 

she dressed day after day. The pock­
ets held anything from a hankie to 

clothespins so she could hang the 
wash on the line.

On October 30, 1978, Grandma 

died. It was a sad occasion and 
although we missed her a great deal 

after a period of adjusting, we were 

able to return to our routine of 

work.

Almost exactly one year later, on 
October 29, 1979, I had a dream 

about Grandma. In the dream she 
wore her usual dress but without the 

little apron that was part of her 
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costume. She walked slowly to a 
basket of folded wash and took 
from it the little apron. In the dream 

she handed it to me.

When I woke up the next morning 
I felt disturbed and puzzled. I asked 

my mother if she still had any of 
Grandmother's clothing. When she 

said she had never touched the 

clothes that were in the dresser, we 
went into the room and looked 

through the drawers.
There in one of the drawers was a 

new blue apron folded neatly. 
Looking into the pocket, I discovered 

that it was Grandma's hiding place 
for her savings. She had saved a little 

over $100 — and she wanted us to 

have it. — Elmsford, N. Y.

PUSHY GHOST
By Diane LeBeau

UPON RETIRING on the night 
of May 5, 1986,1 told my hus­

Diane LeBeau

band Reginald 1 had an uneasy feel­
ing. We have a night-light by our 

bed, but the bulb blew out and since 
we didn’t have a replacement, we 
went to sleep without it. About 1:00 

A.M. 1 was awakened by a form 

that pushed me right over my hus­

band so that I landed on the other 
side of the bed.

My husband sat up in amazemenl 
and said, “What the ... ?”

I said, “A man is after me! He’s 

wearing a black and white sweater. 

He’s in his 30’s.” I was trembling 
with fright, but I was tired and when 

nothing further happened, I said my 

prayers to get back to sleep.

The next morning the Jim Reeves 
song “Distant Drums” kept running 

through my head. About noon my 

husband looked through the news­
paper. When he read the obituary 
column he found, much to our sur­

prise, that James Lisi, the drummei 
for our band, had passed away.

Jim always wore black and white 
sweaters and he was in his 30's. He 

knew I am psychic and he must have 
wanted me to tell his friends he hac 

contacted me. It was an experience 

111 never forget.
Other details that make this at

unusual story are: In the song is s 
line that says, “If you love me 

Mary, marry, marry me.” (I) Th< 
name of Jim's wife was Mary. (2 

The funeral services were held at St 
Mary’s Church. (3) Jim was buriee 

at St. Mary’s Cemetery.—Clay, N. Y



One day one of America’s 

greatest men of letters, 

dead over a century, came into my life 

with a message it would take 30 years to decipher.

By Wanda Sue Parrott

Г T WASN’T exactly a “voice” that 
L whispered a strange message into 

ty ear one summer afternoon in 1960. 
t was simply a seemingly irrelevant 

íought that popped into mind, repeat- 

ig a nursery rhyme bom early child- 

ood:

Hey diddle, diddle, the cal and the 

fiddle
The cow jumped over the moon

The little dog laughed to see such 

sport
And the dish ran away with the 

spoon.

89
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My cousin Margaret Castaneda and 

I were driving along Olympic Boule­

vard that Saturday afternoon at around 

three o’clock, and the nursery rhyme 

popped into mind at about the same 

time she suddenly pulled to a stop at 
the curb, pointing delightedly toward a 

shabby store front west of downtown 

Los Angeles.

“I swear to goodness, that’s real 

carnival glass!” my antique-loving 

relative exclaimed, bolting from the 

car.
I stared in disbelief at the sight. The 

junk shop’s unpainted doorway was 

littered with a motley array of colored 

glassware and old bottles, a rusted 
spittoon, broken-down furniture, a 

wagon wheel with broken spokes and 
racks of old magazines.

An old hound dog lay sleeping 

beside a vintage shoeshine stand, and a 

venerable gentleman with creamy 

brown skin and crisp crinkly white hair 
sat on iL Rising, he shuffled into the 

shop behind us.

It smelled of dust and mildew and 

age. I could hear my cousin talking 
with the proprietor, but their voices 

faded in and out as I was overcome by 

an inexplicable urge to peer into a large 

tom cardboard carton on the floor 

beneath some threadbare men’s suits.
It was full of books, hardcover 

books with tom spines and yellowed 

pages. Being a fledgling writer, I was 
fascinated by books, particularly old 

ones, so I began digging into the box 

with great zeal, having no idea what 

might be in there.

Suddenly I pulled a green book 

whose gold lettering was perfectly 

intacL The tide was Works of Edgar 
Allan Poe, Volume X1JI.

Flipping the volume open, I saw the 

publisher was Harper & Brothers, buts 

no date of printing was shown any­

where. I was so absorbed in concentra- 
tion that all outer sounds had faded. 

Then two realizations flooded my 

consciousness: This was part of a set, 

so perhaps the other volumes were also 
in the box, and they were original edi­

tions, probably worth a small fortune.
Sure enough, soon I had pulled out 

nine other books, all in equally good 

shape. Flipping through Volume XIII 

again, I spotted a passage which indi­
cated this was a posthumous collection 

published after the author’s death at 
age 38 in 1849.

The “father of the American short 
story” later became renowned for his 

macabre tales such as “The Murders in 

the Rue Morgue,” “The Fall of the 
House of Usher” and “The Cask of 

Amontillado” as well as poems such as 
“Annabel Lee” and “The Raven.” But 

these books held more — much more 

than the average student might ever be 

told or discover for himself about the 
brilliant writer who led a dual life. In 

periods of sanity Poe was a perfect 

picture of propriety, but during bouts 

with insanity he sank to the depths of 

degradation, wallowing in the pits of 

drunkenness and drug abuse.
A strange, fascinating hold gripped 

my mind. I felt both hot and cold, 

nervous and calm, slightly unnerved



iDGAR ALLAN POE AND I 91

ind more than a bit confused, because 

low it seemed my thoughts were either 

)!aying tricks on me or trying to en­

gage in a silent conversation.
“I have only three dollars with me,” 

>ne part of my mind thought. “This set 

s probably priceless — or at least too 
;xpensive for my pocketbook.”

My mind responded, “The dish ran 

iway with the spoon.”

The whole thing made no sense. I 

started to replace the books in the box 
ind then walk away, but for some 

strange reason I could not lay Volume 

Kill down.
“Diddle a little,” came another weird 

thought, followed by a random series 

3f ideas which went like this: Ap­
proach the old man and say to him, 
“How much are the old books in that 

box?" Hold one book in your hand, 

but keep it upside-down so he can’t 

read the title.
I carried Volume ХШ to the counter, 

did as suggested and got good news. 
The kindly old man said, “Why, miss, 

do it sound fair to you to pay 25 cents 

apiece for them old books?”

Fair? It was a steal! I paid my 
money and walked out with 10 vol­

umes of the works of Edgar Allan Poe.
* * *

THE BOOKS wentontomy library 

shelf. Despite my intention to 

read them from cover to cover, 14 

years passed before I ever opened them 

again. Even then it happened only 
because I was doing research and 

needed some reference material.

The books were then on my shelf in 

Tempe, Ariz., where I was researching 

and writing Understanding the Aura 
for Sherboume Press. While reading 

the background of “magnetism” or 

“mesmerism” which preceded today’s 

process known as “hypnotism,” I found 

that Poe had experimented with the 
magnetic processes made popular in 

France by Anton Mesmer.

The procedure involved a 

magnetizer’s passage of his hands 

through the “ether” (electromagnetic 
field or aura) of an individual. Every­

thing from swooning to actual 

trancelike states called“sleep-waking” 

was produced and the individual in the 

altered state of consciousness could 
answer questions directed by the 

magnetise

Delighted with my find, I hoped my 
collection of Poe’s works would yield 

little-known information about his own 

experiences during magnetism experi­

ments. I did not realize how much 

would truly be revealed, but I will 
never forget what happened next.

As I looked at the 10 volumes, 

musing on where to begin hunting for 
the desired information, for the entire 

set com prised about 3000pages, a force 

or invisible energy took over, guiding 

my hand to Volume I and causing my 

finger to open the book at page 235, 

where appeared the title “Mesmeric 

Revelation.”

/ had turned to the only work in the 

entire collection that contained the 
word “Mesmerism" in its title.

Written in first person, with Poe 

referring to himself merely as P., he 



92 FATE

relates the tale of an invalid named Mr. 

Vankirk who, in the sleep-waking state, 

said, “There are many things on Earth 
which would be nihility to the inhabi­

tants of Venus — many things visible 

and tangible in Venus, which we could 
not be brought to appreciate as existing 
at all.... But to the inorganic beings— 

to the angels—the whole of the unpar- 

ticled matter is substance....”

As Vankirk uttered his statement, 

he fell back on his pillow, a bright 
smile irradiating all his features, and 

he died.

This so unnerved P. that he immedi­

ately brought Vankirk out of the trance, 

at which time the corpse assumed a 

rigid coldness normal for a body that 
has been dead for some length of time. 

The question was posed whether the 

sleep-waker had continued talking 
“from the shadows.”

I experienced such an unexpected 

emotional reaction to this piece of 

writing that I closed the book, placed it 
back on the shelf and did not touch the 

Poe collection again until the fall of 
1987 when, for no obvious reason, I 

was compelled to begin my long-un­
fulfilled promise to read Poe.

»♦»
TVJRING THE 27-year lapse of time 
хУbetween original date of purchase 

and the time I finally started to read 

Poe, a nagging fear had haunted me, a 

fear that I might become so attuned to 

the dead writer’s personality that I 

would become influenced by his dark 

side. And the thought of being pos­
sessed by a self-destructive personal­

ity hell-bent on consuming drugs and 

alcohol frightened me. It was not that 
I thought Poe himself would possess 

me; but I was afraid that I might fall 

under his powerful influence.

But that day in 1987, as I walked to 

the shelf and took down Volume I, 
there was neither fear nor trepidation. 

Perhaps I had matured sufficiently to 

proceed.
As happened in 1974, the book fell 

open to page 235, the piece on mes­
merism. I read it two or three times, 

becoming sudden ly aware that I seemed 

to be searching for something but did 
not know what 1 was trying to find.

The moment I became conscious of 

this fact, an uncanny thing happened. 

Certain portions, randomly placed on a 
page, began to glow while the other 

type appeared dark and run-together. 

The contrast was like that between 

lead and gold.
Then I heard the strange echo of a 

long-past experience: “Diddle. 

Fiddle!” I realized it meant experi­

ment; try a new way.
I began reading only the highlighted 

passages, eliminating the blocks of text 

separating them, and gradually there 

emerged a secret message Poe must 
have buried, as a great treasure is hid­

den, to be discovered by future genera­

tions when the time is right

As Poe’s secret ontology unfolded, 

revealing him as a man whose knowl­

edge of spiritual science was more 
than a century ahead of its time, 1 

suddenly received one impression so 
profound that I felt I knew the real Poe:
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Never judge a book by its cover, or 

an author by the outer impressions he 

creates.
In that instant I knew Edgar Allan 

Poe had worked hard to build up the 

image of a debauchee. Narrow-minded 

church leaders would take much more 
kindly to a broken-down specimen of 

the human race than to a prophet whose 

light cast a shadow over their power. 

He had buried beauty amid ugliness in 

order to preserve it
Following is the hidden message 

Poe left when he left this world. It is his 

only work that is untitled:

You know that the Beginning is God.

There is no immateriality—it is a 

mere word.
That which is not matter is not at all 

—[unless] qualities are things.

He is not spirit, for He exists. Nor 

is He matter as you understand it.... 
There are gradations of matters of 

which man knows nothing; the grosser 
impelling thefiner, thefiner pervading 

the grosser.
The atmosphere, for example, im­

pels the electric principle while the 

electric principle permeates the at­

mosphere.
These gradations of matter increase 

in rarity or fineness, until we arrive at 

a matter unparticled — without par­

ticles — indivisible — one; and here 

the law of impulsion and permeation is 

modified.

The ultimate, or unparticled mat­
ter, not only permeates all things, but 

impels all things — and thus IS all 

things within itself. This matter is God.

What men attempt to embody in the 
word "thought" is this matter in mo­

tion. Motion is the action of mind— 

not of thinking.

The universal mind is God.
For new individualities, matter is 

necessary . ..for mind existing unin- 

corporate is merely God. To incarnate 

individual thinking beings it was nec­

essary to incarnate portions of the 

divine mind. Thus, man was individu­
alized.

Divested of corporate investiture, 
he were God. . . . The particular 

motion of the incarnated portions of 
the unparticled matter is the thought of 

man; as the motion of the whole is that 
of God. Man thus divested would be 

God—would be unindividualized. But 

he can never be thus divested — al 

least never will be — else we must 

imagine an action of God returning 
upon itself — purposeless and futile 

action.
Man is a creature. Creatures are 

thoughts of God. It is the nature of 

thought to be irrevocable.

There are two bodies — the rudi­

mental and the complete, correspond­

ing with the two conditions of the worm 
and the butterfly.

Death is but the painful metamor­

phosis. . . . Present incarnation is 

progressive, preparatory, temporary. 

... Future life is perfected, ultimate, 

immortal. The ultimate life is the full 
design.

At death, or metamorphosis, crea­

tures enjoying the ultimate life — 



94 FATE

immortality — and cognizant of all 

secrets but the one (the nature or voli­
tion of God) act all things and pass 

everywhere by mere volition.

The result oflaw inviolate is perfec­

tion — right — negative happiness. 
The result of law violate is imperfec­

tion, wrong, positive pain.

Pain, which in the inorganic life is 

impossible, is possible in the organic.

The pain of the primitive life on 

Earth is the sole basis of the bliss of the 
ultimate life in Heaven.

* • *

FOLLOWING the discovery of the 
-Г hidden ontology, I plunged into the 

great pool of Poe's works. I started 
with Volume I and made my way 

through vastly overwritten, rambling 

discourses, fascinating journeys into 

space on hot-air balloons, descents into 

a maelstrom and the bottom of the 
world, and many other pieces which 

reflected the playful Poe, the young 

Poe, the maturing Poe and the bright- 

and-dark Poe.

None of the work matched the en­

lightened Poe who appears in the on­
tology. It was perhaps the summum 

bonum — highest achievement — of 

his literary career.
I do not know if it is possible for a 

deceased individual to lead a living 
person to a hidden treasure, but an 

incident that occurred later indicates, 

at least to me, that such attunementcan 

occur.

In January 19891 had finally begun 

reading Vol ume XII1 of the Poe collec­
tion — the first book I picked up 29 

years earlier in the junk shop.

On page 253 appears an article 

entitled “Diddling — Considered As 
One of the Exact Sciences.” The piece 

opens with the quotation:
Hey, diddle diddle

The cat and the fiddle....
The playful piece outlines a number 

of ways to master the science of trick­

ery by conniving, cheating and out­

smarting others to achieve a goal.

If Poe was the master diddler, was I 
the dish who walked away with the 

golden spoon?

LITTLE BELITTLES HYPNOSIS

having to pay for a hypnosis expert for 
a penniless criminal defendant when 
he challenges testimony against him 
brought about by hypnosis. Leatrice 
Little was convicted of rape and sen­
tenced to 25 yean in prison for attack­
ing a woman in her Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., apartment on August 13,1980.

He has since been freed on parole.
After police hypnotized the vic­

tim, she identified Little from photo­
graphs. Little said he was too poor to 
pay an expert to challenge the hypnoti- 
cally-enhanced testimony. He said an 
expert might have shown that the vic­
tim was given improper suggestions 
under hypnosis, but he could not af­
ford it and the state had refused to pay.



POTTERY

PUZZLE
Archaeologists say the pre-Columbian artifact is 1600 

years old — but it seems to depict a 20th-Century machine.

By William Wallace

THE YEAR was A.D. 300 and the

Roman Legions under Claudius 
Maximus had just completed the con­

quest of England. Transportation in 

those days was stow and primitive, 

carried on as it had been since the dawn 

of recorded history when man first har­
nessed an animal to a wagon. Sixteen 

centuries would pass before the begin­

ning of the Industrial Revolution and 
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the invention of the steam engine.

Yet in that same year halfway around 

the world in a remote village in Peru, a 

simple Indian peasant sat making a 

strange clay object to be fired into 

pottery. It was a double-bodied vessel 
for water fashioned, as were all of the 

double-bodied water vessels of that 

particular tribe, after something from 

nature or anything at all which the 

pottery-maker had seen and remem­

bered. This particular tribe or culture, 
known as the Vicus people, produced 

a variety of these jugs in the shape of 

birds, animals, реорю and fish.

On this occasion, however, the 

subject was in the shape of a modem 

20th-Century steamroller complete 

with a smokestack on the front and a 

cab on the back with a driver inside 

seated at the controls. Amazingly this 
was 1600 years before the steamroller 

was invented and the object was 
sculpted from a culture which did not 

even make use of the wheel. Every­
thing they moved was either carried or 

dragged from place to place. The Vicus 

were a simple people whose greatest 
achievements were the making of pot­

tery and the weaving of cloth.

This piece has been authenticated 
by the foremost museums of Pre-Co­

lumbian Art in the United States and 

positively dated no later than A.D. 

300. With these facts confronting us, 

we are forced to face the possibility 

that either this simple Indian potter had 

a vision of things to come or else he 
had seen something from a technologi­

cally advanced culture of which the 

world has no knowledge whatsoever 

—a vanished race that perhaps visited 

this earth briefly never to return.

The piece was unearthed in the ruins 
of a village near the plains of Nazca, 

with their great flat geometric designs 

and long straight lines which some say 
were landing strips for early space­

craft This little eight-inch model of a 

steamroller, positively dated by scien­

tists back at least 1600 years, is a 

puzzle shrouded in mystery.

WRIGHT SIGNED PILOTS LICENSE

LARRY Enzminger, whose pilot’s license was signed by aviation pioneer
Orville Wright died at age 97. Enzminger of Cassville, Mo., began his 

flying career in 1919 and ended it with a final flight on his 90th birthday. 
During those 61 years he learned to fly in an open cockpit Jenny and was a 
barnstormer in the 1920’s. Not only did he pilot 81 Cessnas from Wichita, 
Kans., to the Royal Canadian Air Force during World War II, but he also flew 
planes for two oil companies and managed a flying service and an airport before 
retiring at age 77.

Enzminger, who died after a long illness, boasted of over 16,000 flying 
hours during a career in which he never crashed a plane.



BURIALS can be strange. Seer 

Nostradam us stands for eternity in 
a cloister wall somewhere in France. 

Lenin’s mummified remains on dis­
play in Russia are stared at by Soviet 

citizens by the hundreds. In the United 

States visitors crowd to cemeteries to 

stand and stare at graves or tombs of 

Marilyn Monroe, Rudolph Valentino, 

James Dean, Elvis Presley and Natalie 

Wood. The desire to see where the 

famous lie dead seems a strong one.

Why was Aimee Semple McPher­

son, famed evangelist, buried with five 

telephones in her coffin? Daniel Boone, 

wilderness pioneer, carved his own 

coffin and kept it under his bed. A 

woman more recently insisted on being 
buried in her $15,000 Ferrari. Sowas 

a gangster before her in the 1920’sand, 

long before either, an Iron Age chief­

tain, according to archaeologists, was 

buried with his broad-wheeled chariot.
When Charles the Great died he 

wastohavenorestforcenturies.  Placed 

upright on his throne wearing imperial 

robes, a crown on his head, scepter in 

hand and sword at his side, and Gos­

pels in his lap, Charles still sits as when 

he was crowned in A.D. 800.
But the vault of the famous Em- 

perorCharlemagnewasopenedin 1014 

with the body and effects found in fine 

condition, opened again in 1165 and 

1215. King Frederick II then ordered 

the body of the emperor placed in a 

gold and silver casket in the cathedral 

where Charlemagne’s original chapel 
had stood. The throne on which he had 

sat over400 years in death was used for 

300 years by German emperors for 

coronations. Other effects of Char­

lemagne rest in various European 

museums.
Ivan the Terrible was interred in the 

Kremlin’s Archangel Cathedral. 

Doubts were cast if it really was the 

feared czar’s body when the skull was 

studied during restoration work on the 

cathedral and pieced together by a 

sculptor for a portrait A historian told 

how a rear guard was ordered by 
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Napoleon leaving Moscow to bum the 

city and tombs broken open.

“Czars and grand dukes themselves 

were not spared by the grave robbers. 

I happened to see how the soldiers 

scattered and trampled the embalmed 
remains of the czars. French soldiers 

threw out the body of the czar’s son, 

but a priest by chance discovered the 

body and hid iL”

The Apache Indians had a terrible 

fear of death and considered it bad luck 

even to mention the names of the dead. 

Nor did they believe in burial. Co­

chise, Apache chieftain, was tossed 

down a deep gorge on the Arizona 

mountains with his dead horse, dog 

and personal effects. Some tribes in 

Chile bury their dead in sitting posi­

tions.
So little did Victor Hugo care for 

deathly pomp that he asked that his 

body be placed in a pauper’s coffin, a 

wish granted only after the novelist lay 

in state under the Arc de Triomphe for 
a night. Mozart was also buried in a 

pauper’s grave so overgrown it was 

never found.

Thomas Hardy was buried in West­

minster Abbey but after his death his 

heart was removed and buried in his 

native Dorset. Leo Tolstoy was denied 

a Christian burial in Russia although 

he tried to pattern his latter days after 

Christ Savonarola, captured by a mob, 

accused of heresy and tortured, was 

hanged and burned but faithful friends 

afterwards stole his heart.

Many who are buried have been 

moved, as was Charles Chaplin when 

his body was missing from a Swiss 

cemetery, but later buried in secret 

elsewhere. Gary Cooper’s body was 

moved 13 years after his death to 

Southampton, N.Y., as he had wished. 

Groucho Marx’s ashes were stolen and 

removed to another cemetery the same 

night, according to police.

The remains of Abraham Lincoln 

were moved 17 times after the beloved 

president was shot and killed at Ford’s 

Theater in Washington on April 15, 
1865. Thieves plotted to hold the body 

for $200,000ransom, but the plot failed 

because one of the gang was an in­

former of the Secret Service.

The plan was to steal the body, stuff 

it into a sack and carry it in a wagon 
with fresh relays of horses to northern 

Indiana where itcould be hidden on the 

shores of Lake Michigan. Due to the 
notoriety of the case it was thought 

safest to move the president’s body 

several times and for two years it lay in 

a basement covered by lumber. Lin­
coln was finally laid to rest in 1901 in 

Springfield, Ill., where thousands come 

each year to pay him honor.

One of the strangest of all burial 

stories is that of Robert Newton who 

was hanged in 1821. He protested his 

innocence to the end claiming he was 

falsely accused of being a robber. From 

the gallows he swore that as proof of 

his innocence no grass would ever grow 

on his grave. In a churchyard in 

Montgomery, Wales, caretakers many 

times lay fresh turf and seed, but the 
patch of earth remains brown and 

barren.



QUIRKS OF FATE
■ By Harold Helfer ■

NihaTuhou started walking through 

the sweltering heat of the Australian 

outback to get help for his wife and son 
left stranded in their broken-down car. 

He never made it After 50 miles he 

had died, never aware that his wife and 

son had been rescued.
•

Doris McQuerry and Robin Jones 

were admitted to the maternity ward of 
a Brigham City, Utah, hospital. Doris 

had her child first, a girl. After Doris 

was wheeled out of the delivery room, 

Robin had hers, a boy. That made 

Doris a grandmother—she is Robin’s 

mother.
•

Lil Palm of Washington, D.C., has 

a distinction that perhaps no other 

mother can claim. It’s rare enough to 
have a baby bom on Leap Year Day, 

but she’s had two. Sons Mike and 

Herb were bom on February 29,1948, 
and 1952, respectively.

•

When David Harding was struck 

and killed by a hit-and-run driver at an 

intersection in Jacksonville, Fla., he 

was wearing bandages. That’s be­

cause 10 days before, only a few yards 
from where he was killed, he had been 

struck by another hit-and-run driver.
•

What do the film and TV 

productions Empire of the Sun, Bev­

erly Hills Cop, Hill Street В lues. Some­

where in Time, Play Misty for Me and 
Kramer Vs. Kramer have in common? 

They have — counting the space be­

tween the words —17 letters. A sur­

vey shows that, for some inexplicable 
reason, that’s the count most feature 

film and TV production titles have had 

from 1970 through 1987.
•

When Tina Johnstone of Reading, 

England, gave birth to a son on a turn­

pike, it was the same old thing. Only 

the first time when it happened five 

years ago on the same turnpike at the 

same time spot, she gave birth to a 

daughter.
•

It was plain that what little Michael 

Mayall wanted to be most of all was a 

fireman. The 7-year-old boy wrote the 
town’s fire station if he could visit and 

the friendly fire fighters readily agreed. 

He was not only given a tour of the 

station and equipment in Eccles, Eng­
land, but permission to sit on a fire 

truck. But he’ll never be a fireman. 
He, his baby brother and stepfather 

were killed in a fire that raged through 

the family home.
•
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BOOKS
NEWS & REVIEWS

by D. Scott Rogo

PSYCHIC LIFE

E
xperiences that lead people to 
believe in immortality and spirit 
return are the subject of Ian Wilson’s 

The After Death Experience (William 
Morrow & Co., New York, N.Y., 1988, 
234 pages, $18.95). This book comes as 
a pleasant surprise in light of his pre­
vious book. Mind Out of Time? (1981), 
which sought to debunk the evidence 
for reincarnation. The After Death Ex­
perience is a relatively positive look at 
survival evidence.

After discussing the role death cus­
toms and rituals play in world culture, 
Wilson begins unpromisingly with a 
rehash of the material and opinions he 
used in his earlier book. More interest­
ingly, he goes on to consider alleged 
psychic communications from the dead, 
finding these claims puzzling and in­
conclusive. His suspicions are based on 
his own investigation into the career of 
the late Doris Stokes, who was En­
gland’s leading platform clairvoyant. 
Wilson produces irrefutable evidence 
that this medium's best public “read­
ings’’ were fraudulently staged.

Because of his disappointment with 
the “formal” evidence for survival, 
Wilson is left with the experiences of 
everyday people — like you and me — 

who feel they have had brief contact 
with the dead. Reviewing the published 
literature and drawing on some of his 
own investigations, Wilson rejects as 
inadequate psychological explanations 
of post-mortem phantoms, dream con­
tact with the dead, and other spon­
taneous communications. Such experi­
ences, he says, seem to represent genuine 
contact with the departed.

Wilson takes a detailed look at near- 
death experiences which he considers 
the best prima facie evidence for survival 
collected by today’s researchers, includ­
ing Drs. Kenneth Ring and Michael 
Sabom. His treatment of the subject is 
fair and well-rounded, giving space to 
the skeptics’ case even as he concludes 
they are wrong.

Although neither exciting nor especi­
ally original. The After Death Experi­
ence is a solid survey of the published 
evidence, with a few previously-unre­
ported cases from the author’s own 
collection. The book falters toward the 
end, when Wilson attempts to draw 
moral lessons from the large body of 
survival research. In some seriously 
misguided passsages he tries to use the 
evidence for survival to support some of 
his personal religious (Roman Catholic) 
beliefs — beliefs to which he was con-
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A DICTIONARY OF SUPERSTITIONS 
An absorbing collection of peculiar rites, 
beliefs and customs — many of which are still 
alive in the Western culture of today. Catalogs 
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Today
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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CURIOUS
ABOUT WITCHCRAFT?

Here is a book that explains it all. It talks 
about the true nature of witchcraft and 
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The Truth About Witchcraft Today 
0-8742-127-X $3.95

IF YOU ARE BOLD ENOUGH!

Here is the practical information you need to 
begin the practice of witchcraft on your own.

Wicca: A Guide for the Solitary 
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verted some years ago while researching 
the history of the (now provably bogus) 
Shroud of Turin.

Two other well-known students of 
the paranormal have recently written 
books on the subject. Gertrude Schmeid­
ler is so young in spirit that I hope she 
will forgive me for calling her para­
psychology’s “grand old lady.” She has 
devoted her entire professional career to 
experimental parapsychology, and her 
vast knowledge and experience are well 
represented in Parapsychology and 
Psychology: Matches and Mismatches 
(McFarland and Co., Box 611, Jeffer­
son, N.C. 28640, 1988, 228 pages, 
$24.95).

In this valuable book she contends 
that psi is essentially a psychological 
process. The natural implication of this 
view is that the rules governing psi 
should conform to at least some psy­
chological principles.

To explore her hypothesis, Dr. 
Schmeidler systematically examines the 
relationship between laboratory psi and 
experimenter effects, social psychology, 
personality, mood, states of conscious­
ness, perception, cognition, grain and 
other physiological functions. Any skep­
tic who claims that parapsychology has 
no replicability or general theory should 
read these chapters. Schmeidler shows 
that the replication level in many re­
search areas is perfectly respectable. 
Research showing that believers in ESP, 
extroverts and subjects with low psy­
chological defenses score well on lab­
oratory ESP tests has been replicated 
repeatedly.

Of course, other possible relation­
ships remain unresolved and Schmeid­
ler does not hesitate to acknowledge as 
much. Research on techniques for
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learning ESP, for example, has not been 
consistently replicated and ESP, in 
general, does not conform to the princ­
iples governing conventional learning.

The final sections of Parapsychology 
and Psychology concentrate on theories 
and brief explorations into such phe­
nomena as out-of-body experiences and 
survival-related subjects. These sections 
suffer from a certain superficiality. The 
book would have been stronger had 
Schmeidler offered a comprehensive 
evaluation of the way psychology and 
parapsychology interact. Perhaps she 
could have offered some experimental 
hypotheses specifically predicted by the 
findings of her literature survey.

These shortcomings aside, what 
Schmeidler does write on these final 
subjects is invariably insightful and 
thought-provoking. Parapsychology 
and Psychology represente, in short, a 
much-needed guide to a large and grow­
ing parapsychological literature, master­
fully organized and evaluated.

Disappointing, however, is the best 
word to describe Arthur Ellison’s The 
Paranormal (Dodd, Mead and Co., 
New York, N.Y., 1988, 159 pages, 
SI8.95). Although lavishly illustrated 
with photographs and drawings, it is a 
puzzlingiy disorganized, unfocused 
book, partly a general introduction, a 
do-it-yourself guide to ESP and PK 
testing, and partly a misguided auto­
biography. (Dr. Ellison, a former pres­
ident of the Society for Psychical Re­
search, has tested innumerable psychics 
and has sat in private circles to witness 
the physical phenomena of Spiritual­
ism.) Side by side with information on 
such important topics as remote view­
ing and micro-PK research, Ellison 
throws in Theosophical doctrines (he is
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a Theosophist) and other fanciful infor­
mation, including reports of fairies.

Perhaps this book will serve some 
purpose in introducing the paranormal 
to new readers but it cannot be recom­
mended for much else.

FROM THE DEAD?

BECAUSE biographies of psychics 
are rarely published these days, I 
was surprised to see Joel Martin and 

Patricia Romanowski’s We Don't Die 
(Putnam’s, New York, N.Y., 1988, 302 
pages, $17.95) on the shelves. The book 
chronicles the life and talents of George 
Anderson, a New York psychic and 
cohost (with Martin) of a popular East 
Coast cable television show. Although 
he is not exactly a trance medium, 
Anderson gives his clients clairvoyant 
readings based on information he picks 
up from their deceased relatives and 
friends — or so he believes.

Probably the most poignant sections 
of the book concern Anderson’s child­
hood, during which he was reared with­
in the orthodoxy of the Roman Catholic 
Church. We read that he was continually 
persecuted by his parents and confused 
by his psychic experiences, which de­
veloped when he survived a severe case 
of chicken pox. Eventually his parents 
tried to institutionalize him but a con­
cerned and insightful psychiatrist 
thwarted their plans. These chapters 
highlight the problems the psychic 
child faces, and the authors handle the 
subject well.

Martin next relates how he met An­
derson and promoted him on his New 
York radio show. The bulk of the book 
concerns the psychic’s readings and sit­
tings for clients and friends of the 
authors. These sessions were tape-
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recorded and the book reprints the 
transcriptions of the experiences. Al­
though sometimes tedious, these tran­
scripts let the reader see for himself 
whether Anderson is a gifted psychic or 
merely fishes for his information by 
asking leading questions.

It seems to me that Anderson does 
both. It is obvious that his best “reve­
lations” were based on shrewd guess­
work or inferences from earlier remarks 
offered by the clients. But it is clear from 
some of the other readings that he is 
capable of some excellent clairvoyance.

It is unfortunate that no competent 
parapsychologists have studied Ander­
son. Martin and Romanowski mention 
two “parapsychologists” who worked 
with him, one a self-styled vampire 
expert, the other, Max Toth, author of 
two dubious books on pyramid power. 
Some interesting research conducted by 
psychiatrists, psychologists and medical 
people is mentioned, but only in passing.

Does Anderson converse with the 
dead? Throughout the book Martin and 
Romanowski take pains to point out 
that the psychic’s information could not 
have come from mind-reading. But their 
treatment of the issue is simplistic and 
unlikely to impress the critical reader.

Whatever its scientific limitations, 
We Don't Die is undeniably interesting. 
It is good to know that a few gifted 
psychics are still working. I can only 
hope that Anderson will eventually 
enter the parapsychology laboratory.

OTHER REVIEWS 
TRAVELS by Michael Crichton, Al­
fred A. Knopf, New York, N.Y., 1988, 
377 pages, $17.95.

In Travels Michael Crichton shares
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with his readers what are, in a positive 
sense of the term, a series of ego trips. 
While still a student at Harvard Medical 
School, he published a best-selling 
novel The Andromeda Strain, which 
was quickly made into a movie. By the 
time he was 30, he had earned his 
medical degree, despite self-doubt and 
inconoclasm about the medical profes­
sion, worked as a motion-picture di­
rector and begun a series of rocky 
marriages and liaisons.

Yet happiness eluded him. Crichton 
undertook the succession of travels from 
which this autobiographical book gets 
its title. He went to exotic places, 
notably in Asia and Africa; but he also 
explored some of the frontiers of psy­
chic phenomena. As he describes these 
episodes, we find a pattern: he starts off 
with the doubts and cynicism of the 
skeptic who underwent scientific train­
ing, but personal experience prompts 
him to change his mind.

To start with, while finishing a movie 
in England, Crichton visited several 
London mediums through the Spiritual­
ist Association of Great Britain. He 
asserts convincingly that they could 
have known nothing about him and that 
he was determined to give no clues.

At the very start he met an aging 
psychic, a woman who was nearly blind 
and clearly puzzled by her impressions. 
She saw her visitor in a “room like a 
laundry, with huge white baskets, and 
there were black snakes coiling in the 
baskets, except that they weren’t snakes. 
And she heard this terrible sound, re­
peated over and over again, a kind of 
Whaaa-whooo, whooo-whaaa, and she 
saw pictures going forward and back­
ward, forward and backward. And 
something about hats, or high hats, or

old-style fashion.”
The psychic found Crichton a “most 

peculiar person.” What she had seen 
was that her visitor had been spending 
most of his time in an editing room 
where finished film was run back and 
forth, “to the accompaniment of those 
hideous sounds.” The film was The 
Great Train Robbery and the actors all 
wore high hats. “There was absolutely 
no way,” he writes, “this little blind lady 
with swollen ankles could have known 
about this.”

So much for starters. All the other 
appointments were similarly startling, 
except for one forceful, middle-aged 
woman who asserted that Crichton was 
from Malta and engaged in the food 
business and should watch out, because 
he was being cheated.

Profoundly restless, Crichton in 1982 
attended a conference on intensive 
meditation, organized by Los Angeles 
physician Brugh Joy, in the Lucerne 
Valley desert of California. There were 
40 others, and the “large number of 
buttoned-down professional types, in­
cluding many physicians and psycholo­
gists,” reassured Crichton.

A variety of events, some scheduled, 
some spontaneous, alternated. Partici­
pants were asked to pick an inanimate 
object as a meditative or spiritual 
teacher. “I looked at every rock and 
bush and Joshua tree in the desert,” the 
author says, “wondering if it was the 
teacher.” He finally settled on a battered- 
looking cactus. While no one was 
around, Crichton asked, “Are you my 
teacher?” There was no answer. Several 
days went by until Crichton arrived 
again, with notebook and pens, and 
“the cactus said, ‘Where have you been?’" 
in an “irritable, resentful tone."
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Crichton also began to see and feel 

auras. It was the tactile experience that 
really threw him. He panicked: “I didnT 
think I was crazy. I could feel this warm 
contour, just as distinctly as you can feel 
hot bathwater when you put your hand 
in it.... But I had no idea what it was. 1 
was frantic to explain it. So I just gave 
up. It was a reproducible phenomenon 
that I couldn’t explain; as far as I knew, 
nobody could explain it; but it was real 
anyway.”

At this point, Crichton confesses, 
“something cracked in my way of 
looking at things.” But he went through 
a roller coaster of emotions during the 
conference, toward others and toward 
himself. He felt euphoria, revulsion, 
skepticism, confusion and acceptance. 
On the final day of the conference he 
went to see his personal cactus, and the 
cactus said, “It’s been good having you 
here with me.” Crichton cried.

What had all this been? he wondered. 
A summer camp for adults? A lot of 
New Age mumbo-jumbo? Looking back 
much later, he found that within eight 
months of returning from the desert, “I 
had changed my relationship, my resi­
dence, my work, my diet, my habits, my 
exercise, my goals — in fact, just about 
everything in my life that could be 
changed.”

Crichton manages to be sophisticated 
and naive at the same time. He is a keen 
observer who conveys even the most 
common psychic (or safari) experience 
with a refreshing air of discovery. He 
does add to our knowledge by describ­
ing from the inside, as it were, what it 
can be like to act as a channel and to be 
the object of an exorcism. During chan­
neling he felt his ego, “Michael,” pushed 
aside while “in the center of the body.
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some other awareness is speaking and 
answering.” In his case this was an 
awareness that had “no name, no past, 
no embodiment, no emotions, no in­
terests.”

I found Crichton's description of his 
“exorcism” the most intriguing part of 
the book, as a psychological as well as a 
psychic narrative. Gary, the man who 
taught Crichton to channel, said that he 
saw an entity near him and brought in a 
psychic named Beth. Together, and with 
Beth in an altered state of consciousness, 
they narrowed down on three images 
that were identical with those Crichton 
himself saw. Central to this was a pri­
mitive image of a devil.

Eventually the session revealed that 
Michael, as a four-year-old, had vir­
tually conjured up such an entity as an 
ally against his father who he felt was 
leading him into a dangerous situation 
and wanted to “kill” him. He used this 
defensive barrier throughout his life. By 
now, however, he was ready to abandon 
it. After a good deal of struggle the 
entity was reduced to the image of “his 
tiny creator, this frightened, forlorn 
child,” and disappeared.

Prominent personalities, including 
publicity-conscious movie stars and 
best-selling authors, help to sustain 
public awareness of psychic phenom­
ena. Crichton, always candid, divides 
such phenomena into those in which he 
believes, those he disbelieves and those 
about which he has no opinion.

Very well. In this field of opinionated 
folk the.: is always room for one more. 
But it is unusually instructive and 
entertaining to follow Crichton on his 
various ego trips, both geographic and 
spiritual. — Martin Ebon.



—REPORT FROM THE —

READERS
These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments. Send your opinion 
of articles and stories of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, P.O. Box 64383-F895, 
St. Paul, Minn. 55164.

PENDRAGON CAPER
August 1987 Fate contained 

“Taking Hawaii Skeptics to Court" by 
Loyd Auerbach. It dealt with a “psy­
chic’s" lawsuit, Pendragon vs. Butler, et 
al, against Hawaii Skeptics, CSICOP, the 
University of Hawaii and several 
individuals, including me. Now that the 
suit has been thrown out of court and 
sanctions applied for frivolous actions, I 
want to comment on the article.

Pendragon alleged that the defen­
dants had defamed him and conspired 
to bring about his disgrace, humiliation 
and ruin. He demanded millions of 
dollars in damages and in effect lifetime 
tenure as a University of Hawaii in­
structor, and an injunction against the 
defendants’ ever criticizing him.

Auerbach’s method of researching 
the case was simple. He swallowed 
everything the plaintiff said. The result 
is a mess. For example, Auerbach says 
that Pendragon was teaching a level­
headed introduction to the science of 
parapsychology and an overview of 
psychic-development techniques. He 
accused the Hawaii Skeptics of a witch 
hunt and academic censorship. In fact, 
the course descriptions in official UH 

publications billed Pendragon, a com­
mercial psychic with no credentials in 
parapsychology, as a teacher of psychic 
powers of all kinds.

I satirized and ridiculed Pendragon’s 
claims and another skeptic, a physics 
professor, said he is convinced that 
psychic powers are a myth and should 
not be taught as scientific fact under UH 
auspices. The Hawaii Skeptics never 
took an official position or any action 
regarding Pendragon.

Federal Judge Harold Fong, in his 
“Order Granting Motions for Summary 
Judgment and for Sanctions,” said, 
“Plaintiffs conduct demonstrates a 
remarkable lack of respect for the dis­
covery process and for defendant’s right 
to defend themselves against his ac­
cusations. Thus the court strongly 
suspects that plaintiff maintains this 
suit in order to chill defendants’ exercise 
of their rights rather than to vindicate 
his own rights.... The record is replete 
with examples of plaintiffs frivolous 
filings. Under these circumstances, the 
court has no choice but to impose 
sanctions."

The noble cause that “scientist” Auer­
bach crusaded for was a vicious attack

13
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by a commercial psychic against UH 
community members who chose to 
comment on U H course offerings, as is 
their First Amendment right. But Auer­
bach was right in his prediction that the 
Pendragon affair would unite parapsy­
chologists. Many of them rallied behind 
Pendragon and condemned the skeptics. 
This is the real significance of the case. 
It flushed out the pseudoscientific para­
psychologist who showed their true 
colors.

For more on the case, send $3.00 for 
“The Psychic Mafia and the Pendragon 
Caper.”-Kun Buller. 59-215-FKe Nui 
Road. Haleiwa. Hawaii 96712.

WITCH HYSTERIA
“The Great Oregon Witch Hunt” 

(February 1989 FATE) was interesting 
and informative. It plainly shows just 
how little our “pillars of society” know 
about the occult and witchcraft. The old 
religion, Wicca or witchcraft, is much 
older than Christianity itself and has no 
use for hell, Satan or satanism.

I can’t believe that a practicing mini­
ster of today doesn't know the dif­
ference between the old craft and the 
evil of satanism and the devil. The 
police chief should not be reprimanded 
too severely since I’m sure he had re­
ceived no training in parapsychology. 
The minister on the other hand has a 
real problem to deal with.—David 
Stinson, Norcross. Ga.

I was disturbed over the hysteria in 
Oregon. For the first time I am under­
standing how society can panic over 
satanic-cult rumors. Some such rumors 
have been circulating over eastern Ken­
tucky and West Virginia.

Last fall the town of Sissonville, W.
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Va., had a big scare over rumors that a 
group of satanists were going to kidnap 
a child to sacrifice him on Halloween. 
The police were called to investigate. 
The town was in a panic and parents 
accompanied their children to school 
for fear they would be kidnapped for a 
human sacrifice. The police found only 
a group of students who were into punk 
rock and carried occult symbols, but no 
cults. There were no signs of grave 
robbing or animal sacrifices. The hys­
teria left and no mishaps occurred.

Over two years ago in southern West 
Virginia rumors of satanists robbing 
graves and sacrificing animals were 
spreading. Police reported some kids 
who vandalized a graveyard and the 
discovery of the body of an animal 
skinned by a hunter.

Each year shows such as the 700 Club 
and the Inspirational Network (former­
ly the PTL Club) perform occult bash­
ing in late October. Many have called 
for the abolition of the observance of 
Halloween as a satanic holiday which 
should not be observed by a Christian 
nation.—Michael Williams, Charleston, 
W.Va.

Stephanie Fox has done a lot of 
public relations work for the neopagan 
movement. There are many news ex­
amples to support what she says show­
ing that the press usually employs a 
double standard.

One such example occurred in the 
Northwest. About the late 1970’s a 
woman in the state of Washington threw 
her children off a bridge. She pro­
claimed, “I am a sinner. My husband is 
a sinner. And if my children grew up, 
they'd be sinners, too." No one was 
campaigning about the dangers of
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Christianity.—Brad Norris, Portland. 
Oreg.

MORE ON THE SHROUD
Grace Ardito (“Report from the 

Readers,” December 1988 Fate) gives 
added emphasis to the old maxim that a 
little learning is a dangerous thing. 11 
she continues to get her information 
about the notorious Shroud of Turin 
from the books she has the temerity to 
recommend, she is destined to remain 
forever ignorant.

Had she read my Inquest on the 
Shroud of Turin — written with a team 
of experts in pathology, blood analysis, 
art, biblical history, and other disci­
plines —she could have been spared 
being further misled. She could have 
learned of the pro-authenticity state­
ments made by shroudologists before 
their tests were conducted, of analyses 
of the “blood” and image stains by 
internationally known forensic seroio- 
gists and microanalysts, together with 
the resulting proof of red ocher paint 
and the absence of hemoglobin, and о 
numerous telltale flaws (for example 
blood that is still red, hair that falls as 
for a standing rather than reclining fig­
ure and elongated features like those о 
gothic art).

Shroud cultists should cease to mis­
take pseudoscientific assertions for fact 
At least one artistic technique is de­
monstrably capable of producing shroud 
like experimental images, and it is onl) 
analyses based on unfair comparisons 
of these necessarily new images with the 
age-faded and -softened shroud one*  
that serve as a pretext for dismissing 
artistic solutions.

The fact is it is the shroudologist.
(Continued on page 126)
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Egyptian, channeling, herbs, crystals. Free 
catalog.- Abyss, 34 Cottage St., Box 1022, 
Easthampton, MA 01027.413/527-8765.

UFO ODYSSEYS now in 4 volumes. For 
prices write to Quest Group, Box 215, Stn.Q, 
Toronto, ON, M4T 2M1, Canada
OVER 800 NEW AGE TITLES. The WiT 
dom Awakening catalog.- Box 39623-FT, 
Downey, CA 90241. $3.00 (refundable).

PYRAMID SECRETS FINALLY revealed. 
Real McCoy at last, unlike all the hokum! 
Astonishing 263-page illustrated hardcover 
by Davidovits and Morris, scientifically 
sound. Send $16.95 + $2.50 p&h to World 
of the Strange, 8033 Sunset Blvd., Suite 
292-B, Hollywood. CA 90046. You saw it 
herefirstl

UFO/FORTEAN BOOKS; sase- J. Fisher, 
RLl, Box 178, Lake Toxaway, NC 28747

ATTENTION BOOK READERS and col 
lectors! Ninth House has hundreds of hard to 
find, classics, the unusual, modem romance, 
historical, horror, new age and metaphysical 
books. We guarantee fast, reliable service or 
your money back! Checks same as cash. Send 
$3.00 for large catalog to: Ninth House, 5515 
N. 7th St.. Ste.5-170F, Phoenix, AZ 85014

SPIRIT FRIENDS reveal secrets for successful 
living! Alexr. Verner's personal book tells how 
you can communicate with them. Send $2.95.- 
META, Box 6064SA, Long Island City, NY 
11106

HEALING HANDBOOK, $2.50. Tuning-In, 
$2.50- Tao Books, Guaranteed, P.O. Box 40, 
Station S, Toronto, Canada M5M 4L6

RAINBOW S END BOOKSTORE Catalog 
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita­
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which 
applies to first order.- P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro. NC 27429__________________

FREE BOOK. The Sorcerer's Guide, $2.00 
postage.- Gould, Box 24532, Neptune Su- 
tion, Brooklyn, NY 11224

UNDERSTANDING YOURSELF as the 
Universe. Free information, send Large 
SASE.-- The Candid Register, 13 Churchill 
Rd., Durham, NH 03824____________ ■
MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How to 
make it work for you. Quick, easy method for 
developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95.- 
META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, NY 
11106

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life's mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.- META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (future) Dis­
cover who you were-what you did in past lives. 
Simple, safe, effective technique. Send $5.95.- 
META, Box 6064-ST, Long Island City, NY 
11106

NOW! Resist domination from others. Con­
quer negative influences. Achieve personal 
goals. Results-oriented program reveals how. 
Details free. Write now!- Mys-Star, 593 East 
164 St., Bronx, NY 10456

SWEDENBORG'S Heaven and Hell, 
$6.00; Divine Providence, $2.00.- Bow­
man Brackin, 4919 18 Ave. S. Mpls, MN 
55417

RUDOLF STEINER'S BOOKS on Spiritual 
Science, reincarnation, meditation, medicine, 
esoteric Christianity, Waldorf Education and 
more. Free catalog.- Anthroposophic Press, 
RD 4, Suite 20, Hudson, NY 12534. 
518/851-2054.

WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY, OCCULT 
books. Catalog, $2.00, refundable with 
order.- Moonrise, Box 405, Buffalo, NY 
14205
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LOTTO PLAYERS! RACE-GOERS! 
Mature's secret code alone can eliminate 
:hance and bring consistent success.- E.E 
Latimer, P.O. Box 396, Rexdale, Ontario, 
Canada M9W 5L4

WITCHCRAFT SPELLS-Revealing ancient 
power secrets show how to cast spells to get 
whatever you want.- Box 9133-BW, Greens­
boro, NC 27429

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, meta­
physics, all facets of standard occult Free 
catalog of Weiser publications if you send 
$1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel Weiser, 
Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 03910

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaran­
teed.- META, Box 6064FS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.- 2035- 
F Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send 
wants.

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: "Man 
Know Thyself," "Be Thy Real Self,” "Medi­
tation and Cosmic Consciousness" and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope- Magi Center, Bex 1166, 
Paradise. CA 95969

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychometry! 
Alexr. Verner's book tells how you can psy­
chometrize objects to reveal valuable infor­
mation you need for success. Send $2.95.- 
META, Box 6064-PS, Long Island City, NY 
11106

ANCIENT WONDERS! Travel back in 
time with the fascinating book "The First 
Cities." Visit the urban centers that rose in 
Iraq, Egypt, India, Thailand. Their marvelous 
accomplishments in architecture, art, writing, 
and laws come to life in spellbinding pictures 
and text A deluxe Time-Life Edition, hard­
cover, 9x10 size, $11.95 each, plus postage­
handling $1.50 U.S., $2.50 foreign.- Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 64383, St. Paul, MN 
55164-0383

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

GOOD MONEY! Weekly! Processing mail 

ers, 324-A N. 18th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 
85007

EXCITING SPARETIME Profitunities! Free 
protf.-PuWisher,Bax3483,New York, NY 10008

CABALAH

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH.
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Gdeta, CA 93117

CRYSTALS

FOOTHILLS QUARTZ CRYSTAL, jewelry, 
books, more! Catalog: Box 10432, Denver, 
CO 80210

CRYSTAL KEYCHAINS/PENDANTS. 
Clear quartz or purple Amethyst crystals. 
Natural, unpolished and beautiful as nature 
intended. $630 each, postage paid. Specify 
keychain or pendant on leather thong.- J. 
Kerekesh, P.O. Box 68265, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23455-9275

CRYSTAL EARRINGS! Attract instant 
attention wearing these gorgeous 32% lead 
crystal earrings with facets of glittering bril­
liance. Two styles for pierced ears: 4mm 
round-shaped studs on posts or 6mm round­
shaped studs on posts. Expensive looking, 
but only $7.95 plus $1.25 p/h each pair. 
Please be sure to specify style(s) of your 
choice.- Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 64383, 
St Paid, MN 55164-0383

CRYSTALS-Natural Arkansas crystals for 
psychic development Money back guaran­
tee. $5.00 each.- Psychic Development 
Association, Box 1393-FC, New Bern, NC 
28560

QUARTZ CRYSTALS-S1.00 each. SASE.-
Crystals, Box 896, Benton, AR 72015
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CRYSTALS

POWERFUL CRYSTAL MEDICINE pen­
dints! On leather necklace. Large crystals, 
limited number available! Send $29.93 to 
Mountain, НС 1, Box 4354, Yucca Valley, 
CA 92284

DOWSING

DOWSING FOR EVERYONE*  1.00 
brings complete catalog for pendulums. 
Original Cameron Aurameter, swing rods, 
instructional video tape and books.- Life 
Understanding Foundation, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/682- 
5151

DRAGONS

GREAT SELECTION OF DRAGONS! 
Sculptures, T-shirts, stationery, robber stamps 
and more. Holographic sticker and 24-page 
catalog, $2.00.- Dancing Dragon Designs, F3, 
1881 Fieldbrook. Arcata, CA 95521

ENERGY

ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A Life 
Energy charging device invented by Wil­
helm Reich, MD; experimental use only. 
Multi-Wave Oscillator A high voltage Tesla 
coil device invented Georges Lakhovsky. 
ELF Generator: An electronic psychic 
amplification device. UFO Detector: A 
magnetic field distortion detector. Info pack, 
$5.00 (refund with order).- Super Science, 
Dept F, P.O. Box 392, Dayton, OH 45409. 
513/298-7116.

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS

REVEALING "PAPER PORTRAIT" 
acquaints you with yourself! Experienced 
graphoanalyst with degree in psychology. 
Send full page handwriting. $25.00 compre­
hensive profile. $100.00 all inclusive assess­
ment SASE for information.- Louise Dun- 
canson. Box 63, Sl George, UT 84771-0063

HEALTH

RID YOURSELF of hemorrhoids, parasites, 
laden toxins that cause diseases. Free infor­
mation.-Bat 11819, Houston, TX 77293

QUITTING SMOKING MADE EASY. Send 
$2.00 for instructions to: R.R.L., Box 1121, 
Toulumne.CA 95379

VITAMIN STOPS PSORAISIS. A true story. 
Tty Vitamin! Send SASE.- R2, Box 1A, 
Exeter, MO 65647

LADIES IN JAPAN wear "Magnetic Patch­
es" for joint-muscle pains. Order yours now. 
Three for $5.00 (no personal checks).- Israel, 
1843 Country Club, Stockton, CA 95204

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita По- 
rum flower essence. Helps direct conscious­
ness into calm, unitive, constructive states of 
being and awareness.- Vita Попил, Box 85, 
Station, A, Toronto, M5W 1A2 Canada

HYPNOTISM

HYPNOTISM INVENTORY SELLOUT. Dis­
counts.- Zoist, Box 304, Miami Springs, FL 
33266

WE TEACH YOU to be a Registered Hypno­
tist. 10-cassette course-leant at your own 
speed. Course and diploma, $79.96. Send to 
Pivot Press-F, 1306 BonRea, Reno, NV 89507

SELF-HYPNOSIS ON CASSETTE TAPES. 
Free catalog.- ABC, 404F N. Windsor, 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

INSTRUCTION

LEARN HOW to make your affirmations 
work. $11.50ppd.~ Ross, P.O. Box 141ЗЯ, 
Riverside, CA 92501

ANCIENT MAGIC/NEW TECHNIQUE! 
Recent development shows you easy, modem 
way to make effective use of powerfill kahuna 
magic of Old Hawaii to change your future. 
Send SASE for free, descriptive "Mana 
Magic” information.- Barnhart Press, P.O. 
Box 27940, Los Angeles, CA 90027
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DEVELOP SUPERNATURAL POWERS! 
Free experiment!.- Publisher, Bax 3483, 
New York, NY 10008

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free information.- Growth, Dept 
812,18648 Clark St., Tanana, CA 91356

SING BEAUTIFULLY. EASILY! Free 
proof.- Publisher. Box 3483, New YoA, NY 
10008

HELP YOURSELF TO SUCCESS. Leam 
Tarot, Numerology at home with personal 
attention of your teacher. Free information.- 
Lioux Astro Center, 117 Wesley, Capitola, 
CA 95010.408/475-1952.

MAGAZINES

EXPLORING OTHER DIMENSIONS, ESP, 
eratics, occult, UFOs, metaphysical newslet­
ter. Sample $1.00.- P.O. Box 562-F, Deco­
rah, IA 52101

FLYING SAUCER DIGEST. Sample, 
$1.00.- Box 347032, Cleveland, OH 44134

FREE WEIRDOLOGY Magazine. 50c 
postage.- Box 347032, Cleveland, OH 
44134

INTUITIVE EXPLORATIONS Lots of 
good reading. $12.00/year. Sample free.- 
Box 561, Quincy, IL 62306-0561

FOR SALE: 266 APRO Bulletins 1957- 
1987. Best offer over $400.- Eric Herr, Box 
15044, San Diego, CA 92115

SYMPATHETIC VIBRATORY PHYSICS. 
Science of Atlantis and Lemuria rediscov­
ered. Acoustic levitation, disintegration of 
water and stone, unlimited energy sources, 
psychic and mental forces harnessed in 
machinery. $2.00 sample issue and cata­
log.- DSR, Inc., 4810 Airport Road, Col­
orado Springs, CO 80916

FATE MAGAZINES. 207 different issues 
1972 thru 1988 plus one each 1961, 1965 
1968 and four 1971. Best offer over 
$250.00.- Vemia, 14 North Hill Dr., New 
Albany, IN 47150

THE SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION: A maga­
zine of the radical wing of the New Age 
movement. Original comments and channel­
ings from the author and readers of War in 
Heaven. Sample copy $2.00.- S/R Press, 
Box 60327, Palo Aho, CA 94306-0327

KOSMON VOICE: Sample, $2.00.- P.O.
Box 664, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-
0664

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
Spiritualist newspaper-world's largest circu­
lation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.- 
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London 
WC2H9LW England

TOTAL ECLIPSE- Illustrated journal of 
occult, bizarre, unusual. $1.00 sample, 
$10.00 year.- P.O. Box 1055, Suisun, CA 
94585

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold on 
cover and spine. Each protects and organizes 
12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for your 
library for only $8.95 each plus $2.50 each 
postage-handling.- FATE Magazine,P.O. Box 
64383, St Paul, MN 55164-0383

MISCELLANEOUS

"SEED COINS IN A NUTSHELL" by 
Wanda Sue Parrott. Free bonus "Penny Pyra­
mid Instruction Kit" (How to convert lc seed 
coin into $100 yield). Astounding! Never 
fails! Rush $10: "Seed Coin Secrets," 203 E 
Washita St, F-5, Springfield, MO 65807

CHESS BY PHONE Call 818/784-7230

SEEKERS-CONNECT with FATE readers/ 
others. Free details.- Dimensions, Bax 251- 
F, The DaUes, OR 97058-0251

ANIMAL TORTURE and neglect must end! 
Help us help them. Please correspond and 
contribute whatever possible.- Alliance to 
Protect Life, Box 652-F, Wyalusing, PA 
18853
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MISCELLANEOUS

GENEALOGICAL MYSTERY? Was 
George Bush's election as president predeter­
mined by his pedigree? Our report about the 
common ancestry of American presidents 
may surprise you! Send $10 to Montfort Pub­
lishers, Dept, F. Box 84352, Las Vegas, NV 
89185

BEAUTIFUL INDIAN greeting cards to 
remind us of our ever present friends. One 
dozen in color and with poetry. Guaranteed. 
$4.95 ppd.- J. Frost, 2167 C.R. 7. Fremont, 
OH 43420

FOUR 1989 PEN PAL Hat USA or oversea. 
Men or women list. $2.50 each. SASE.- 
Galanti, POB 25893, Chicago, IL 60625

LETTERS. Mystical teachings, $10.- Pat 
Davey, 224 S. 3rd, Raton, NM 87740

MAGAZINE RACK/Craft Tote. Versatile 
large natural color cotton (11x14x6) to use 
with or without wooden frame. Sturdy and 
lightweight. Complete with directions for 
easy assembly. Now only $14.95 plus p/h 
$3.00 U.S., $5.00 foreign.- Venture Book­
shop. P.O. Box 64383, St. Paul, MN 55164

DO YOU LONG FOR PEACE? Find it with­
in yourself through Christian meditation. For 
free information write: Universal Life, The 
Inner Religion, P.O. Box 5053, New Haven, 
CT 06525

SECRET REVEALED. The messiah is on 
earth now! Send $3.00.- Gottfried, Box 12, 
Galion, OH 44833

MONEY

ATTRACT MONEY with powerful meta- 
physical technique. Booklet, $4.00.- MC 
Publications, Cathedral Box 734-F, New 
York. NY 10025

NUMEROLOGY

CANT LOSE! Free numbers! SASE 
required.- Box 51943, San Jose, CA 95121

LOTTO LOGIC. SASE required.- Box 
51943, San Jose, CA 95121

FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often! 
Send birth date, SASE.- Mystic, Box 2009- 
F, Jamestown, NC 27282

OCCULT

COSMIC POWER CHANT. Evoke help 
now! Astounding life-changing results! 
Instructions included. Donation $5.00.- 
Chant, Box 776-F, Wyalusing, PA 18853

WISHING DOLL ancient replica grants one 
wish. Make it good. Absolutely guaranteed. 
$7.00.- DoU, Box 8348, Dept FC-50, Albu­
querque, NM 87198

PARASCIENCE

RADIONIC RADIESTHESIA psychic 
research catalog. $2.00.- PsiTech, P.O. Box 
291F, Wadsworth, IL 60083

PERSONAL

BE OF GOOD CHEER! You are special. 
God designed you to be happy, worry-free 
and prosperous. Details $5.(X).- Turner, 920 
Sunset Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601

"SYLVIA THE WITCH." Tell me what you 
want. I will cast a spell for you. $10.00. 
Guaranteed.- Box 30581, Portland, OR 
97230

WISDOM, LOVE AND JOY await those 
with the eyes to see and ears to hear. Free 
information.- Growth, Box 31, Woodlanc 
Hills, CA 91365

KARMIC LIFE READINGS. Only $18.95. 
Individualized 20-page minimum reading. 
Professionally certified. Include birth data. 
Make check payable to Richard Dailey, 
P.O. Box 2581-F, Kalamazoo, MI 49003- 
2581

NEVER WON ANYTHING? Anyone car 
win sweepstakes, lotteries! Free details.- 
Sweepstakes, Box 775-HFAA, Des Moines 
IA 50303
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TAROT FORECAST for your year ahead. 
Insightful, amazingly accurate. $20.00.- 
Rose Lee, P.O. Bo*  8013, Northfield, IL 
60093

Z ERIN A- The lady of many secrets- will 
ect invincible field of protection, love, 
1th, luck over you. Spellforce of powerful 
rgy, $20.- 11, Birchington Court, West 
Lane, London NW6 4PB En gland 

3IC, SPELLWORK, KITS. Inquiries: 
!, Bo*  14115-F, Cleveland, OH 44114

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions, $5.00.- Victoria 
O'Neill, Bo*  2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009

RON HALTERI will pray for you! Write
Ron Halteri, P.O. Bo*  129, Weymouth, MA 
02188

E PREPARED for the changes coming! 
.stonishing channelings! Free sample.- Cos- 
tic Awareness, Box 115-H, Olympia, WA

PERSONAL TAROT READING by comput­
er! 10-page report reveals what cards say 
about you. $10 check or m.o.- WishQuest, 
P.O. Bo*  442-F, Westmont, IL 60559

EXTRAORDINARY PSYCHIC, counselor, 
problem solver. Phone readings. Visa/MC.- 
Randal Clayton Bradford, 213/820-5281.

PAST LIVES TOGETHER? Send two birth 
dates, if possible, birth times, places and 
$20.00. Describe present relationship. Free 
brochure.- The Hermit, P.O. Bo*  1, Top­
sham, ME 04086

THREE QUESTIONS. Personal, business, 
love. $5.00.- Francis, RlI, Bo* 416, Hubert, 
OK 74441

COMPLETE NUMEROLOGY READING, 
$15.00. Send full birth name and date to June 
I, 15303 Schafer Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 
70816

SIXTY BEST PSYCHICS. List, $1.00.-Jones. 
Bo*  20873-MA, Oklahoma Gty, OK 73120

INSTANT HELP BY TELEPHONE. Call 
Nemo now. 206/754-9708.

$10.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS. Send 
birth date, hair color, sumped envelope. 
Additional questions, $3.00 each.- Barren, 
3049 Lydius St., Schenectady, NY 12303

MYSTICAL RITUAL for all needs. $3.00, 
SASE.- P.O. Bo*  233, Ceres, CA 95307

PSYCHOMETRIC READING. Send photo 
(returned). $3.00 per question.- Adler, 244 
68th St #3A, Brooklyn, NY 11220

REDE OF THE WICCA. $3.00 cash.- P.O. 
Bo*  2233, Carrollton, GA 30117__________

TAROT READINGS, $3.00 per question. 
Include name, address, hair, eye color.- 
GPML Box 2175, Jonesboro, GA 30236

GIFTED WITCH offers introductory spell. 
Powerfill! $5.00.- Karen, Bo*  942, Bellflow­
er, CA 90706

ESP LABORATORY. The new research ser­
vice group can help you. For free information 
write: ESP Lab of Texas, Bo*  216,219 South 
Ridge Drive. Edgewood, TX 75117_________

GYPSY LOVE SPELL- Powerful magic 
makes you irresistible. $2.00.- Younts, Box 
9133-BY, Greensboro, NC 27429

PERSONAL CARD READING for fun, 
guidance and special insight. $10.00.- Henry 
Smyth, Bo*  721302, Corpus Christi, TX 
78472

MIRACLES ARE POSSIBLE through the 
healing power of positive witchcraft. Details 
and protective pentacle, $2.00.- The Oaken 
Door, P.O. Bo*  31250, Omaha, NE 68132

FREE ANSWER to one question. One time 
offer only. Send to Omar Panchadasi, Box 
9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76147_______________

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cameron, 
□oich-mhile, Stanley, Penh, PHI 4PU, Scot­
land. Detailed, insightful reading, $10.00
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PERSONAL
LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don't understand? A 
voice you can't hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Discover life can be richer than you ever 
dreamed! Send for free book! Write Rose 
Dawn, Воя 2710, Dept. FC-89, San Antonio, 
TX 78299

SPELLS PERFORMED immediately! Tell 
me what you want and I will cast a spell in 
your favor. Free details. Send self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.- Florentine, Box 5387-F, 
High Point. NC 27262

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 
30 years experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, biith date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.- Sybil 
Howarth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX England 

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00

MIRACLE SPELLS! All kinds! $5.00.- Glori- 
araia, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City, OK 73120

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.- 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira Loma, 
CA 91752-0042

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Banka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel. Liverpool, L15 3HT England

FREE! 1989 LIFE CYCLE REPORT reveals 
more than Astrology. Send birth date with 
large self-addressed stamped envelope.- 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading, 
$10.00.- Вся 961, Scarboro, ME 04074-0961

PRODUCTS
MOONSTAR Catalog for books, tapes, 
cards, candles, incense, herbs, oils, jewelry. 
$2.00.- 38422 Lake Shore Blvd., Willough­
by, OH 44094

ASTRO-INCENSE formulated from your 
natal chart. 4oz. for $14.50. Enclose a copy 
of your chart or send birth date and $5.00 
additional to: Melange, Box 267F, Yachats, 
OR 97498

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of yak bone and horn, pendants in coin silver, 
earrings in pewter. Pendant is over 5/8” in 
diameter, no chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle 
earrings are 3/8" in diameter on silver-plated 
drops, $8.95. Plus $1.50 р/h.- Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Box 64383, Sl Paul. MN 55164

PSYCHIC FAIRS

PSYCHIC FAIR HOTLINE. Greater 
Chicagoland. Weekends. 312/885-1177.

PYRAMIDS

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully illus­
trated catalog.- Pyramids, Вся 30305, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/682-5151.

READINGS

ANSWERLINE-213/667-0796. Andy Reiss 
psychic telephone/mail business/personal- 
213/248-8903. Consultations, 50% savings 
-2314 Glendale, Los Angeles. CA 90039

RECIPES

OLD SOUTH RECIPE BOOK! Easy-fix 
delicious! Only $3.95.- Laura Lee's Kitchen, 
9633, Cinnabar, Sappington, MO 63126

SECRET HERB WINE. Easy to make. Infor 
mation, $1.00.- Sky Industries, Dept 187-A 
703 South Main, Cottonwood, AZ 86326

RELIGION

CHRISTS NAME IS YASU, not Jesus.-
KM.B., P.O. Вся 16105, Columbus, OH 43216
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PERFECTION IN THIS LIFE, Heaven in the 
next. You can have both. Big, free book. 
$1.00 required for postage - Truxton Craig, 
Box 51943, San Jose, CA 95121

MONISTIC SCIENCE Free information - Far- 
allon Press, P.O. Box 703, Muscatine, IA 52761

PROBLEMS? Get the sixteen right answers 
from Scriptures. $1.00.- Box 51943, San 
Jose, CA 95121

FREE ST. MARTHA S MIRACULOUS 
Prayer. Send 25c stamp.- Peyton's, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

RUNE MAGIC
POWERFUL RUNE MAGIC. Home study 
course taught by European Rune Master. For 
information, write: Knights of Runes, Box 
2070, Decatur, GA 30031

TAPES
BEYOND REASON: Live, national radio 
show, discusses metaphysics and the para­
normal with leading authorities. Write for 
free tape list-over 300 titles.- Beyond Rea­
son Tapes, P.O. Box 150263-F, Nashville, 
TN 37215

THE ANCIENT SECRET of super female 
power. Cassette tape, $10.00 (no checks).- 
Marjarie Israel, 1843 Country Club, Stock- 
ton.CA 95204

CUSTOM SUBLIMINAL TAPES. Free 
brochure.- IAMCO, Box 5146, Dept. 61, 
Onnond Beach, FL 32074

BOOKS FOR LISTENING(tm). Hear books 
you meant to read. 200 titles. Rare books: sci­
ence, health, religion. New Age. Catalog, $1.00 
(refundable-first «der).- Audio Book Compa­
ny, Dept F, Box 748, Fruitland, ID 83619

TAROT
SPANISH/ENGLISH TAROT CARDS. 
Enjoy great accuracy and sensitive readings 
using these beautiful full-color Tarot cards in 
both Spanish and English! Complete with 
bilingual instruction booklet Only $13.00 phis 
$2.00 p/h US4 $3.00 foreign.- Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Bcx64383, St Paul, MN 55164

TREASURE

TREASURE Locate quarter-mile away with 
ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free.- 
Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS

DRINK AND SHRINK! Fantastic flab flush­
ed Marvelous midsection-melter! Wanda Sue 
Parrott's incredible "Super Secret Fat-Melt­
ing Recipe." Rush $5: "Fat Flush," 203 E. 
Washita St F-4, Springfield, MO 65807

MYSTICAL, MYTHICAL, MAGICAL 
medallions. Symbolic jewelry from the 
archives of the ancients. Meticulously hand­
crafted in 14k and sterling silver by master 
goldsmith. Fascinating, illustrated brochure, 
$1.00.- Bayshore Jewelers, POB 364-F5, 
Waterford, MI 48095-0364

SERENITY STONE. Rub this polished, 
gem-like stone between finger and thumb to 
induce meditative calm, as do Eastern mys­
tics. Delight in the tactile magic that quiets 
anxiety, induces relaxation, opens the mind's 
inner doors. Only $4.00 each postpaid.- Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box64383, St. Paul, MN 
55164-0383

"PYRAMID PROSPERITY Power Pak" by 
Wanda Sue Parrott. Five most potent pros­
perity-producing exercises ever known by 
man revealed in easy-to-master steps. Rush 
order now! Supply limited. $20.- "Great 
Pyramid Secrets,” 203 E. Washita St. F-6, 
Springfield, MO 65807

I CHING CARDS explore the patterns of 
change in your world with a visual approach 
to an ancient Chinese system of divination 
and revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram 
cards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21 
cards of instruction. $13.00 plus $2.00 p/h. 
Foreign, $3.00,- Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 64383, St Paul, MN 55164-0383

SUBSCRIBE TO FATE! Don’t miss the 
exciting articles and features in coming 
issues. See page 130 for a preview and a 
money-saving offer.
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VOODOO

VOUDOUN, VOODOO, other neo-African 
sysiemi. Complete catalog, $5.00. Magical, 
religious order.- T.O.T.S., 1317 North San 
Fernando Blvd., Suite 310, Burbank, CA 
91504

WITCHCRAFT

OCCULT CATALOG I 270 paged Over 
10,000 books, jewelry, herbs, oils, candles, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. Cata­
log, $1.00.- International Imports, 236F 
West Manchester Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90003

OCCULT TRAINING. All phases - Brian 
Seabrook, Box 31129, Phoenix, AZ 85046

WITCHCRAFT-Hamess its powers. Let 
Gavin and Yvonne, world's foremost witches, 
teach you how.- Box 1502-PC, New Bern, 
NC 28560

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world s first 
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers 
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination. Free 
information.- Box 1366, Nashua, NH 03061

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 116) 

who are bereft of any hypothesis for th 
image formation. They were deserved!; 
characterized by science writers Willian 
Broad and Nicholas Wade in their Be 
trayers of the Truth: Fraud and Decei 
in the Halls of Science (1982) as re 
presenting “an extreme example of gulli 
bility.”

It is amusing that Ardito seemed t 
look forward to “the carbon-14 datin 
test." I’ll wager she is now most un 
happy with the results since all thre 
labs arrived at a time frame of I26C 
1390, consistent with the date of th 
reported forger’s confession.—Jo 
Nickell, Lexington, Ky.

* » »
Regarding the invalidation of th 

Shroud of Turin as Christ's buri: 
shroud, I wonder if the carbon-14 datin 
results might themselves have been ir 
validated by a prior radiation. Sped: 
ically, if the shroud were truly authentii 
might not an unknown or divine rt 
diation at the time of the suppose 
person’s resurrection — chemically 
molecularly or atomically — hav 
altered the fabric so as to render a 
erroneous carbon-14 dating result?

Since today irradiation is a fairl 
common food preservation process, is 
unreasonable to wonder if perhaf 
Christ's body in shroud was submitte 
to a preserving irradiation which als 
had the effect of retarding the agir 
process of the shroud itself. Hence i 
this specific case, an invalidation of tl 
carbon-14 test could result.

As computer imaging has produced 
remarkable 3-D resolution of the fa< 
on the shroud, 1 submit that other po 
sible avenues of testing and examine
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i must be explored before the case of 
Shroud of Turin can reasonably be 
isidered closed.—Gene Phillips, 
•ningham, Ala.

SASQUATCH WATCH
ack Lapseritis' inane criticisms (“Re- 
t from the Readers," February 1989 
ГЕ) of my article “Colorado Bigfoot” 
erve a brief rebuttal to set the record 
light.
did query Masias as to the size and 

learance of the alleged creatures, 
l, as my report clearly states, Masias 
I them running past his house at 
45 P. M. He was not using a flashlight 
I did not have his outside light on at 

time. Masias saw the creatures 
:fly as they hurried past his window, 
nsequently, he was unable to note 
cise details of their appearance. 
Certainly such creatures have been 
orted throughout the U.S. and else- 
ere. As a self-professed authority on 

Sasquatch, however, Lapseritis 
•uld know that the vast majority of 
orts in North America hail from the 
:ific Northwest and British Colum-

Иу congratulations to Lapseritis for 
naging to tie his criticisms to his 
:oming book on the psychic Sas- 
itch. My original article did touch on 
psychic aspects of Bigfoot sightings 

greater detail, but was subsequently 
ted.
Researchers in any field, whether 
ateur or so-called experts, should 
ive to maintain an open mind when 
’estigating any phenomenon. They 
>uld not allow their personal bias to 
nt the color of the rocks they throw at 
lers similarly engaged.—David Rob- 
is, Rogue River, Oreg.

GREENHOUSE EFFECT
The melting of polar ice caps and the 

earth's general warming (“1 See By the 
Papers,” February 1989 Fate) are no 
real mystery right now if you simply 
look at what is going on right now in the 
West Coast states.

In Washington thousands of acres of 
trees are being cut down, leaving noth­
ing but exposed grass and soil. Only a 
few months before when it snowed, the 
trees had acted to delay the melting of 
the winter snows in the mountains. Now 
there is no cover protection for the 
snow, so it melts in early spring costing 
the farmers and orchard growers mil­
lions of dollars in lost water supply.

In the area of the Puget Sound, 
contractors are filling in wetlands with 
soil, draining the water in bogs, swamps 
and streams. Without these wetlands, 
the underground water supply will be 
lower.

Huge foothills or miniature moun­
tains are being leveled to use the soil for 
making roads and filling in wetlands. 
This will change the air currents in both 
summer and winter. When you change 
the air currents in one large location, 
you affect them all across the nation since 
one air current depends on another 
for the moisture to carry through. A 
drastic weather change in both summer 
and winter is evident. With the grow­
ing necessity of drinking water for 
millions of new inhabitants, you lose 
the ground water that used to be 
there.

It is man who is changing the face of 
the earth and is thereby ruining the 
environment for future generations to 
come. Money, greed and politics is what 
is causing the “greenhouse” effect.— 
Leon Thompson, Kent, Wash.
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Step imo AâeptMp with..

INITIATION INTO HERMETICS 

By Franz Bardon
A course of instruction on Magick in 10 

stages, with its theory and practice, by the 
noted German occultist and authority on 
Magick. Includes the Mystery of the First 
Tarot Card.

Only $23.95 from:
Plus P H SI.50 U.S.. 12.50 Foreign
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

Prove YOUR
Psychic Power—Spin the

ENERGY WHEEL* 11
Oootgnsd by GsraM Los

FLAT-EARTHERS ALERT
I am working on a book entitled Tht 

Plane Truth: A History of the Flat Eartl 
Movement. 1 would appreciate hearing 
from readers who possess flat-eartl 
literature or who have infor­
mation about flat earthers, living oi 
dead.—Robert Schadewald. 2100 E 
Cliff Rd.. #224A. Burnsville, Minn 
55337.

CONSCIOUS SLEEP
In anticipation of objections of mor 

informed readers of Fate, I wish to stat 
that in “Report from the Readers”(Fek 
ruary
have read, “... ibetan Yogins lingered in i
protracted hypnagogic-like state evei 
while fully awake." 

Fate editors were probably per
plexed as to why I used the word “hyp 
nagogic,” which refers to a stage о 
consciousness preceding sleep. Accord 
ing to my view, sensory deprivatioi 
during the fully awakened state is th 
waking version of that transient state о 
sensory deprivation, i.e., reduction, w 
undergo when we close our eyes and \ 
enter the hypnagogic state which pt
cedes sieep.

In fact by prolonging hypnagogia - 
as when one may be overtired — on 
can experience the geometric shapes fo 
example that may be experienced in arti 
ficial, full-waking sensory deprive 
tion states. The emerging dream image 
during sleep are not far removed fror 
the emerging hallucinations of wakin 
sensory deprivation.

The brain itself brings about tha 

ly reduction, which normally and nature 
ly occurs in the hypnagogic state an 
the sleep state. Sensory fatigu
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iensory “catatonia” (a reduction of 
ius) which normally occurs at the end 
the day. Sensory fatigue, in other 
rds, results in a state in which a natu- 
sensory reduction occurs. The pur- 

ie seems to be restorative.
formal hypnagogia is attended by a 
finishing consciousness. But if higher 
in normal degrees of consciousness 
>uld be maintained during this state, 
tain changes in the quality of one’s 
xrience may be induced.
ГЬе Tibetan Yogins whose phenom- 
i Mme. Alexandra David-Neel has 
scribed in her travel books were 
parently able to bring about such 
anges, but in their instance they 
ablished a sensory-deprivation state 
it was prolonged for unusual spans of 
íe during the full-waking state.
Such devotees ignored and went be­
nd the dangers inherent in such un- 
tural practices. Besides interfering 
th the normal processes of the brain, 
: Yogins instituted a new and outer 
id of relation between the world of 
ajectivity and the world of objectivity, 
e former trespassed into the latter.— 
mes Baker, Cleveland, Ohio.

FASTER THAN
OUIJA BOARD!

Smooth-rolling ball bearings 
speed flow of automatic 

writing—end awkward pauses.

THE PLANCHETTE

DIED A FREE MAN
Rekindled controversy over the con­
ning claims of Robert Peary and 
ederick Cook was discussed in “I See 
the Papers” (December 1988 Fate). 

hile it is true that Cook was imprisoned 
mail-fraud charges in 1925, he was 

xording to Funk and Wagnails New 
icyclopedia) released from jail in 1930 
d did not die until 1940 — the same 
ar he received a pardon from President 
wsevelt.—SteveLaughery, Omak, BWt, 
d K. Chris Hamel, Jersey City, N.J.

ORDER YOURS TODAY! ONLY $10.95



WHAT HAS FATE Ш STORE
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that's what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 

Don Kraig's report on stories 
planned for future issues:

® Next month you will receive the 
first issue of the new Fate magazine! 
It will have a bright new look and will 
introduce you to five new columns 
you will find in each issue in the 
coming months.

00 Divination practices have existed 
in vi dually every ancient and modern 
culture. Discover how the system 
that was used by the ancient Aztecs 
and Mayans was rediscovered.

00 Ages ago, a single piece of 
quartz crystal was carefully formed 
into the shape of a skull. How was it 
made? Why was it made? How was it 
used? What does it mean to you?

00 Some of the greatest scientists 
and politicians in history have used 
astrology to help guide their lives. 
Can a simple horoscope help you? 
We want to know!

In each issue FATE publishes fascinatin 
true articles, stories and features on th 
strange, the unusual, the unknown. You ca 
read such material only in FATE becaus 
FATE is the only magazine of its kind in th 
world.

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE - 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

I FATE MAGAZINE
* 170 Future Way. Dept. D0026
I Marion. OH 43305

I City ------------------------------------------------
! Stale_____________Zip____________
* I wish to subscribe lo FATE Magazine at the follow- 
J ing special price (check square);
I □ 24 laauea, $28.05 □ 12 laauea, $14.85
J (Foreign subscriptions: add $5.00 postage
J Canadian subscriptions: add $3.50 postage)’
* Enclosed is □ cash □ check 0 money order
I for $ ___________________________
J Begin my subscription with ______  issue.
I □ Check if this renews a previous subscription. 
J Your tlrat copy will arrive In • to 8 weeks.
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World's Largest

CRYSTAL BALL Z лSelection
Glowing pools of light . . . 

Mystically beautiful

lien you peer into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what marvels can you behold? 
W.H. Myers, the famed psychic researcher, wrote: "Few phenomena are more fantastic 
tn true crystal vision. . . . a milky clouding of the ball, coming at the beginning of a series 
pictures . . . Authorities believe that the ability to see psychic images, if not a natural 
t. can be developed with practice.

Me offer for immediate delivery gorgeous, optical Acrylic 
xiglass balls in 4-inch. 3 inch. 2'4-inch and 2-inch sires, 
tse balls are the finest obtainable anywhere at any price! 
ey are the result of a years-long search for a method of 

producing the high-quality balls required by psychic 
practitioners and serious students. Order the ball that best 
fits your needs and begin your adventures in the age-old art 
of crystal gazing today!

ich ball at $19.95 represents a great value for the 
v student. Plus P/H (postage-handling): $3.00 U.S.. 
00 Foreign.
■inch ball at $29.95 effectively meets the require- 
nts of most researchers. Plus P/H: $3.50 U.S., $6.00 
reign.
balls are fully guaranteed. Each comes with attractive sculpted stand and authentic instructions. (Because of current

liability, stands may differ from those illustrated.)

3- inch ball at $59.95 is suitable for advanced occult 
work and combines impressive size with moderate 
cost. Plus P/H: $4.00 U.S., $7.50 Foreign.
4- inch ball at $99.95 offers the large size and high 
quality required by the professional. Plus P/H: $6.00 
U.S., $10.00 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035
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