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Before you can improve the world in some way, 
you have to change yourself - and for good

GAIN POWER
You can gain power — over yourself 

first — by using a new psychology that 
now challenges the secular psycholo­
gists. No reconciliation is possible. 
The new hypothesis accepts the an­
cient belief that the basic uniqueness 
that makes our minds human is the 
ability to know good from evil. The 
secular psychologists regard this idea 
as a fiction held only by clergy and 
lawyers.

This new psychology forms part of 
the formidable new philosophy of the 
Round Table Institute. But you need 
not study the rather comprehensive 
overall theory first. You can begin by 
simply testing one of its practical 
applications for the benefit of yourself 
and your loved ones.

The new psychology regards prayer 
as a prime dynamic in behavior modi­
fication. But it goes fur­
ther. It maintains that al­
most all prayers can be 
improved, in practical ef­
fectiveness. Prayer can be 
made stronger by concen­
trating it. Instead of being 
just a gentle light on a dark 
scene, it can be condensed 
into an irresistible laser 
beam. No bad habit, weak­
ness or evil in the character 
can stand its ground 
against our new and highly 
concentrated prayers.

Г 
I 
I 
I
I 
I
I

The technique is, like the Round 
Table Institute itself, undenomina­
tional, Christians, Jews, Moslems, any 
believer in God the Creator, 
whether church-goer or not, can adapt 
these new prayers easily. And they 
bring about marked char­
acter improvement in specific 
areas, nor are they slow about it.

The Institute has prepared a short 
brief, setting forth only its highly con 
centrated model prayers, ready for 
personal adaptation. Theory has here 
been set aside. You can judge the Insti­
tute by practical effectiveness alone, 
and then decide whether to go further. 
You are cordially invited to order 
PRAYERS OF POWER, our new 
publication without sending cash with 
order. That will tell you how confident 
we are.

MAIL NO MONEY WITH THIS ORDER 

Try It Before You Buy It

To: The Round Table Institute, Suite 425
107 Delaware, Buffalo, NY 14202-2872

Send one copy of THE PRAYERS OF POWER. Enclose bill for 
$8 00. inclusive of postage as well as publication. If THE PRAY­
ERS OF POWER fail to strengthen me significantly within one 
week, I can return them and owe nothing. Otherwise, I will pay 
within 30 days.

Name ____________________________________

Address__________________________________

---------------------------------------  Zip------------------ 
This TRY-IT-FIRST offer applies to single copies only.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Visions of the Virgin Mary are among the most persistent and inexplicable of 

paranormal phenomena. They are the subject of a massive literature written by 
theologians, journalists, parapsychologists and others, not all of them Catholics but 
most of them puzzled by what, in some cases, they have seen with their own eyes. 
These episodes occur so frequently that most are forgotten once the phenomena 
have ceased to manifest. In this issue Paul T. Collins reports a little-noted incident 
which took place in California in 1950. His account is of special interest because of 
what he saw when he investigated personally.

Andrew MacKenzie, the well-known British psychical researcher, relates one of 
the most unusual and well-attested paranormal events in recent Italian history. 
Wanda Sue Parrott recounts her experience with a phenomenon that seems 
physically impossible but which she believes happened to her nonetheless. Martin 
Ebon reviews sympathetically the much-maligned Spiritualist career of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. Two articles deal in very different ways with the future: Branley Allan 
Branson sees today’s desert and envisions the ecological decay that may well mark 
our future; Alan Vaughan dreams of his personal future and lives to see those 
dreams come true . . . Enjoy the issue!
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SELF-HYPNOSIS!

f
DO YOU DREAM OF WHAT TOU 

CAN ACCOMPLISH WITH IT?

• IMPROVE OR ADD NEW SKILLS
* ELIMINATE UNWANTED HABITS
• EXCEL IN BUSINESS, SCHOOL AND SPORTS

DON’T LIMIT YOUR DREAMS TO BARE BONES. 
WITH SELF-HYPNOSIS, YOUR HIGHEST GOAL IS WITHIN REACH.

For 30 Years There Has Been One Scientific Way

The BRAIN WA VE SYNCHRONIZER
The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic 
instrument that tunes to the natural frequency of the 
brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the 
subject's own frequency, response to hypnotic induc­
tion is rapid, easy and effective. It has achieved deep 
hypnosis in subjects thought to be non-hypnotizable. 
It will shorten induction time to seconds. It will make 
self hypnosis easy. There are no attachments to the 
subject.

1989 TECHNICIAN MODEL - $395«» F.O.B. FACTORY
With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment 

with order. Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes, $16 to Hawaii, 
Alaska, Canada, Puerto Rico. Illinois residents please include 7% sales tax.

PROFESSIONAL MODEL MD-12 (not shown) WITH DIGITAL READ-OUT 
AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL FEATURES - $095.00 PLUS SHIPPING

e
For 20 years we have bean teaching self-hypnosis In the Chicago area. Now our course 
Is available In a 4-hour cassette tape album with the printed Information given out In 

class. $55 plus $5 shipping.
о

“Clinical A Experimental Hypnosis,” 400 pages, $42.50 plus $2 shipping. The best 
book available today.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 039 

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 
Telephone: 312/676-9151
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I
QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Come, children, let us put up our 

box and our puppets for our play is 

played out.

—William Makepeace Thackeray 

Vanity Fair

AFTER MORE than 40 years of 
editing and publishing Fate, it 

is time for Mary and me to say 

good-bye to you, our readers. FATE 
has been the fun part of a larger 

publishing operation. It is the mag­

azine we have been personally in­

volved with and all these years it has 
been an integral part of our lives.

Our purpose throughout this long 
time has been to explore and to 

report honestly the strangest facts 
of this strange world — the ones 

that don4 fit into the general beliefs 

of the way things are. All of us see 

the world distorted by our upbring­

ing and our training. We hope that 

our perspectives have helped to ex­
pand your horizons and, more im­

portant, to help you understand 
that there are many realities that 
may be as valid as the ones that are 

familiar to us.

This is no more than open-mind­

edness. Our great privilege has been 

to explore with you the anomalies 

and paradoxes that scientific or­

thodoxy and our own conservatism 
keep wanting to ignore. We never 

have pretended that we have the 

answers to the great mysteries sur­
rounding us. We have wanted only 

to recognize them and talk with you 

about them.
We have tried to convey some of 

the excitement and wonder we have 

experienced in examining our mar­

velous world. We have found it a 
strange and enchanting place. And 

we have tried to stand aside and, as 

Thomas Huxley advised, to sit 

down before fact as a little child, or 

“you shall learn nothing.”
As you read this, we expect that 

Fate will have been sold to new 

owners who will introduce them­

selves to you next month. As for 

Mary and me, at ages 74 and 76 
respectively, we hope to fish for a 

while on Golden Pond. Meanwhile, 
dear friends, thanks for being with 

us all these years.
And now for perhaps my last
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GYPSY WITCH

Fortuna-Talling Cards & Book
Whit'*  "in the future" for you, your family, your 
friend*?  You can “tdl fortunes" easily and quickly 
with GYPSY WITCH Card»-each ba*  a brief meaning 
printed on it*  farx. Amaze everyone with what the cards 
reveal! Accompanying book, FORTUNE TELLING 
WITH CARDS, give*  complete instructions on card 
reading—including detailed meaning*  and method*  of 
laying out the card*  for readings.

Only $12.95
For both cards and book 

Plus P/H $1.50 U.S., $2.50 Foreign.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

account of what I see by the papers.

00
PLATINUM SECRET

THE November-December issue 

of Americas points out that 

modem science figured out how to 
melt platinum only about 115 years 

ago. Yet South Americans made 

platinum jewelry 2000 years ago. 
How did they do it?

Warwick Bray, a teacher at the 
Institute of Archaeology, London 

University, presents the rather sur­

prising answer. Platinum melts at 
3227 degrees F. compared with gold 

which melts at only 1949 degrees 

and copper which melts at 1985 

degrees, and there was no known 
way the South American Indians, 
or anyone in the Western World, 

could achieve such temperatures 
until the 1870’s. At that time 

Laurent Lavoisier invented the 

“gasometer” which melted platinum 
by directing a stream of pure oxygen 
into a hollowed-out piece of char­

coal containing a small quantity of 

platinum.

Erich von Daniken, of course, 
knew the answer. It was space vis­

itors. Actually, a Danish metallur­
gist named Paul Bergsoe analyzed 

articles from the National Museum 
of Denmark and discovered that the 

South American Indians had been 

able to do this. He also learned how 
they had done it.

Bergsoe found the platinum con­
tent of jewelry from the Tolita site
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varied widely. While a few pieces 
were almost pure platinum, others 

were gold with an admixture of only 

one- to two-percent platinum. He 
regarded this as due to accidental 

inclusions. But in between these 

extremes were objects containing 

between 26- and 72-percent plati­
num. Other jewelry was made with 

a thin layer of platinum over a gold 

or alloy base.

00
A SPANISH NUISANCE

BERGSOE found that the na­

tives handled the platinum in 
various ways. Smaller objects of 

pure platinum were made in a single 

piece by hammering and forging 
nuggets that didn’t need to be 

melted. Platinum dust was mixed 
with a small amount of gold dust 

and heated until the gold melted 
and flowed, binding the platinum 

granules together. This mixture was 

alternately hammered and heated 
until it could be forged or cast. The 

platinum granules were simply un­

melted inclusions bound together 

by the gold.
David Scott of the Institute of 

Archaeology hammered platinum 

fillings onto a gold alloy base and, 
with alternate cycles of hammering 
and water-quenching (annealing), 

produced an acceptable platinum- 
plated finish in only 20 minutes.

The fact that the Indians did not 

melt platinum surely does not de­
mean their accomplishments in us-

BEA 
SUCCESSFUL 

WRITER
Make money writing & 

earn while you learn 
The British-American School of 

Writing shows you how to write 
articles, short stories, novels, ro­
mances, children’s stories, radio 
and TV scripts. Professional writ­
ers give you individual instruction 
on how to write what’s fresh, read­
able—and saleable!

You get personal advice on 
where and how to sell your mate­
rial, and if you do not sell enough 
material to cover your tuition, 
we’ll refund your tuition fees.

Write or phone today for our 
FREE book that tells you all 
about “Writing for Pleasure 
and Profit”. No obligation. No 
salesman will call.

Mail Coupon or Call Toll Free 
1(800) 541-6002/24 hrs.

The British-American 
School of Writing,

Dept.AP16, P.O. Box 425, Ansonia Station, 
New York, N.Y. 10023-0425

A DIVISION OF LEISURE STUDY GROUP-
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Is there 
hope for 
the 
future?

Do you want a happier life?
Do you want knowledge of how life 
works? Now. there is a technology for
living life- discoveries you can use to 
improve your life based on facts that work.

Buy and read SCIENTOLOGY: The 
Fundamentals of Thought by 
L. Ron Hubbard and learn • how to

— Free Catalog-----------------

LIGHT OF MIND

Contact your higher-salt and transform your 
life! Send for our FREE color catalog/magazine. 
Includes interesting self-help articles, and a 
huge selection of life-changing audio tapes. 
You'll find everytning from meditations to 
past-life therapy to subliminais and New Age 
music. Whether your goal is prosperity, 
self-healing, a slim figure or awakening 
enlightenment — our tapes really work! Write 
or phone today:

LIGHT OF MIND, Dept. FT93 
Box 4021, Felton, CA 95018

1-800-824-4000,  Ext. 927 

ing it. They produced beautiful plat­

inum and platinum-gold objects 

while the Spaniards regarded the 
metal as a form of contamination in 

their sluice pans and either threw it 
back into the rivers or scattered it 

on the ground. The Spaniards, in 
fact, abandoned several gold mines 

because of the difficulty of separat­

ing the gold from the platinum.

00
BAT CREEK MYSTERY

IN 1889 AN archaeologist for the
Smithsonian Institution exca­

vated a sealed mound along the 
Little Tennessee River near the 

mouth of Bat Creek in Tennessee. 
The excavation uncovered nine 

skeletons. The skull of one was 
cushioned by two metal bracelets, a 

scattering of rock, bone and wooden 
relics, and a curiously-inscribed 

stone now known as the Bat Creek 
inscription. This inscription has 

been the source of an archaeologi­

cal controversy lasting over the past 

century.
In Before Columbus: Links Be­

tween the Old World and Ancient 

America (1971) Cyrus Gordon, a 
cultural historian and expert in 
Semitic languages at New York 

University, wrote:

“The significance of the excava­
tion at Bat Creek is that they attest 

inscriptionally and archaeologically 
[to] a migration in early Christian 

times from Judea to our South­

east.”



FIFTY YEARS OF FORECASTING! 
FIFTY YEARS OF PROPHECY!

Marguerite Carter's Unitology Forecast: 
the first and oldest service of its kind 
celebrates fiftieth anniversary!

In these times, when so many familiar things are 
being swept away by the winds of change, it is rare 
to find a Formula for Success that has withstood the 
test of time. Marguerite Carter is celebrating her fif­
tieth year of preparing detailed personal forecasts for 
her clients, many of whom have not gone a single 
year without the security and comfort of her analysis 
and advice to guide them, year after year, since 1938!

Why has Miss Carter's Unitology Forecast been the only such service to 
continue for so long? Why have three generations of families, world-wide, turned 
to the Unitology Forecast for guidance and inspiration?

Miss Carter believes it is because the Unitology Forecast is the only one that 
combines a unique and thorough method of astrological analysis with ancient 
principles of mind power. These two ingredients, she says, strengthen her clients' 
ability to prepare for cycles of change, and to take advantage of the opportunities 
of a lifetime—when the time is right and the mind is right.

Her clients agree, as they attest in the many thousands of letters she receives 
each year in praise of her work: ★ "Thank you for all the years (35 +) of encour­
agement and down-to-earth advice you have given me in that time." MS., FL ★ 
'I have sent for my forecast from Miss Carter for at least 30 years. I have used it 
as a guide and it has helped me for a long time to handle my life better." B.W., OR
★ "The accuracy of 'unforeseen events' forecast, as far as my own life is concerned, 
continues to astound me." S.LC., TX ★ "Of these 50 years, I believe I have been 
with your Forecasts and you for about 30 of them." G.G.M. N| ★ "I'm considered 
a successful business man, now retired, but I always checked with your writings 
before making an important move ... for about 30 years or more." W.H.G. NY
★ 'I have been renewing each year for more than 25 years and I wouldn't think 
of missing it." A.C. TX ★ "Your writings and encouragement are Timeless." 
M.J.D. CA

Your UNITOLOGY FORECAST will be custom-made to your month, day, year, 
and place of birth. You get a full year's guidance, regardless of when your request 
is received! You'll learn things about yourself you never dreamed anyone could 
know—and about those close to you too. The most important aspects of your life 
are warmly and intimately discussed. You owe it to yourself to see why so many 
have put their faith and trust in Miss Carter's guidance for so long!

TEST HER NOW! Send for Marguerite Carter s UNITOLOGY FORECAST with 
SPECIAL NOTATIONS individually prepared for your birthdate. PRINT: month, 
day, year, place, hour of birth (if known) and include $10.45 plus $2.00 for postage 
and handling. (1st class & Canada $2.50) in U.S. funds only. 100% satisfaction 
guaranteed or full refund. MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER, BOX 807, 
DEPT. F903, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206.

11



12 FATE

Gordon said that the letters on 

the Bat Creek stone are of Hebrew 

origin, written during the First or 

Second Century after Christ, and 
were inscribed by Israelites who, in 
flight from Roman persecution, 

crossed the Atlantic and settled 

among the Indians.

Gordon has archaeological expe­
rience but no archaeological creden­

tials. He has been savagely ridiculed 

for his unorthodox views and for 

his translation of the inscription as 
“Year 1: Comet [Messiah] of the 

Jews.”

OD
CONFLICTING EVIDENCE

ALL OF THIS has been pre­

viously covered in Fate but 

now a new champion of Gordon’s 

theory has appeared. J. Huston 

McCulloch, a professor of econom­
ics at Ohio State University and a 

longtime amateur archaeologist, 

has dug up additional support for it. 
He has been studying relics from the 

Bat Creek Mound for nearly 10 

years and has found new evidence 

to support Gordon’s claims. David 
Lore, a reporter for the Columbus 

Dispatch, has interviewed McCul­

loch in depth.
Wood bits found with the inscrip­

tion have been radio-carbon-dated
between A.D. 32 and 769. Cyrus 

Thomas, the Smithsonian archaeol­

ogist who excavated the stone, con­

cluded that the inscription was 

Cherokee, not Hebrew. But McCul-

If you know your birthday, 
you will eryoy playing . . .

WHAT’S MY HOROSCOPE?
Here’s a new and unique board game, based 

on astrology, that will provide hours of fun 

for you, your family and friends. Simply roll 

the dice to complete your Daily Horoscope 

with the Fortune Cards (all included). You 

win if your Fortune Cards total 19 and your 

Profile Card controls the Power Circle.

You and other players will find this game not only unusually entertain­

ing, but also the source of thought-provoking “messages from the stars. ” 

Complete boxed set, $17.95
Plus postage-handling: $2.50 U.S., $5.00 Foreign

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park. IL 60035



NO HOGWASH!
Our mono Is RESULTS) And our record speaks lor 

Itself) Yes, it’s Magick, but it works like science!

Everyone has a life situation they want to change. Our purpose is to 
help YOU change YOURS. People just like YOU are finding new 
handles on life and getting happily ahead by applying the Universal 

Principles brought in such easy to use form by Al & Rachel Manning 

through E.S.P. LAB of Texas.

Our Super Self Help Programs feature the Magickal Ministry 

of AL. G. MANNING, D.D., In combination with the 
Marvelous Mediumship of RACHEL L. MANNING.

The Mannings’ 20 published books are all available, including 

Rachel’s latest, "YOUR SPIRIT GUIDES ARE THOROUGH­
BREDS (A Self Help Manual for Mule Headed People),” and Al’s 

latest, "HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF LIFE (A Novel 

Approach that WORKS because it’s FUN!).” Correspondence 
courses and Self Help Tapes plus magickal supplies and personal 

services round out a complete program of upliftment and positive 

progress for YOU. Our monthly newsletter will inspire you while 
keeping you up to date with the psychic world and our own research 

programs.

GET YOUR SHARE OF THE GOODI Write for 
your FREE Introductory material. DO IT NOW!

To: E.S.P. LAB OF TEXAS
219 Southridge Dr.
Box 216, Edgewood, TX 75117

Please rush my free introductory material to:

Street Adc

City------ State__________Zip_______________
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★ ★ ★ ASTROLOGY EXTRA ★ * ★

NOTED ASTROLOGER, JOYCE JILLSON NEEDS 1000, FATE READERS 
FOR AN IMPORTANT RESEARCH PROJECT!

HER PREDICTIONS HELP 
LOVE AND WEALTH

She charges $300 per consulta­

tion. Now she will personally pre­

pare your Forecast FOR ONLY $1.

By Guy Wild

I recently interviewed Joyce Jillson at Iter luxurious and 
delightfully informal home in California's exclusive San 
Fernando Wiley. Over a cup of lea. Jillson confided she 
had recently completed a pilot research program which 
proved her psychic knowledge and advice brought new 
wealth and romance to everyone in the program. She 
showed me letters from those who had joined the project 

describing wonderful new romances and unexpected 
wealth! L.J. of Edmonton. Alberta wrote her. "¥ju said 
I was going to meet a man . And I met a gentleman on the 
bus last week.”

Win unexpected money from
Jillson's predictions!

H.H. in Montreal was very excited. “I won at Bingo: 
May—$200. June-SI00, July-$100. And K.H. in 
Penticton. British Columbia thanked Jillson, 

”... following your advice the relationship between me 
and my boss improved, which allowed for my major 
career change . ”

The psychic knowledge and advice of the 
ages is now available to everyone!

In the past 20 years, the world of astrology has 
undergone great changes. Now all the math necessary to 
interpret the charts is done by computer. Jillson tells the 
students at her Astrological School in Los Angeles that 
they can now forget about the math and concentrate on 
the humanity of astrology.
When I asked what had given her the greatest personal 
satisfaction. Jillson laughed and said that being 

consulted by Hollywood stars was a ‘real thrill. But I am 
most gratified that, through my personalized computer 
consultations, anyone can now afford to benefit from the 
vast science of astrology."

Now, thanks to Joyce Jillson, when you 
participate in her research project you can 
receive your own, unique Lucky Numbers, 

Lucky Days and Lucky Signs!
I read through letters she had received and was amazed
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★ ★ ★ ASTROLOGY EXTRA W ★ -»

PRESIDENTS AND REVEAL 
TO HOLLYWOOD STARS!

by how her predictions had meant sudden wealth and 
new romance to so many people. For instance. J.C. of 
Black Creek. Wisconsin wrote. "Put my name in 
lights. I went on a trip to Las Vegas. I taped my Lucky 
Number in the flap of my purse. I won $1.111.00!"
Jillson recalls her first encounter with astrology was 
"love at first sight.” She was 14. living in Boston and 
her mother took her to meet the famous Maude 
Williams, then the leading astrologer in the U.S. "She 
was wealthy and lived in great style. I was so 
impressed by her insight into my teenage problems. 
She took a liking to me and asked me to be her student. 
I jumped at the opportunity."
Jillson confided to me. "1 went through my own 
divorce several years ago. I think that was when it 
really hit me what an important role astrology plays in 
everyday lives."

rX'-----------------------------------------
Join Joyce Jillson's Research Project

I Thank you for taking part in my research project Please 
fill in the Questionnaire completely. When I prepare

I your Forecast. I want it to be accurate and personal.

I City_________State_________ Zip_________
I My Date of Birth:.________________________
I •«The Time of My Birth_______________AM PM
I The Place of My Birth:
I City-------------------------------------------------------

Joyce Jillson is consulted by 
Police Departments.

I was surprised that she had been consulted by various 
Police Departments. 'From finding lost pets to
tracking down desperate criminals. I have proven that 
astrology is a science that works in the 'real' world!"

Reply today and be one of 1000 readers to get a 
Personal Forecast prepared bv Jovce Jillson 

herself!

Ms. Jillson asked me to extend her personal invitation 
to readers to join in her exciting new Astrological 
research project. She added, "together we will chart 
unexplored areas of the human mind and personality." 
Just fill in and return your Research Project 
Questionnaire. And you will receive your own 
Personal Forecast for only $1! The same advice that 
public figures and Hollywood stars pay $300 for! You 
risk nothing. When there is so much to gain and 
nothing to lose, wouldn't you be foolish not to

NO 
U 
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'

1 have won a large sum of money.
I have difficulty keeping to a diet.
I have passed up great opportunities
that I shouldn’t have.
worry, an auxiliary Solar Chart will bc^prcparcd so the 
necessary calculations can he performed.
I will personally cast and send your first Personal Forecast — 
FOR ONLY SI (plus 95c Postage and Handling!' 
research will permit me to continue to cast your pers 
prediction and Transiting Planets Chart for a nominal 
This is my way of thanking you for your participation m 
important psychic research

Clip And Mail To:
Joyce Jillson Research Project

117 Spencer Plains Rd.
Old Saybrook, CT 06475 

AU information will be kept private 
and strictly confidential
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Miniature elephants, handorved of 
genuine teak in Thailand expressly for 
the Venture Bookshop. These are the 
first hand-carved teak elephants we have 
been able to obtain in nearly 10 years.

Each bears on its back a beautiful crys­
tal of optical quality acrylic. We have 
seen them on the desks or taborets of 
top executives who joke that they refer 
to them for tough decisions. But we 
know that when they are alone many are 
not joking.

The combination makes a unique desk 
ornament, a thing of beauty, a talisman, a 
conversation piece that identifies you as 
someone different. And in addition it is a 
working crystal ball with all the power 
described by F.W.H. Myers in the 
instructions he wrote especially for sell­
ers, which are included.

4" Elephant with 1-3/4" Ball, $29.95
Plus P/H $3.50 U.S., $7.00 Foreign 

•-1/2" Elephant with 2" Ball, $39.95
Plus P/H $4.50 U.S., $8.50 Foreign

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

loch points out that the Cherokee 

alphabet was not adopted until 1821 

and even the Smithsonian’s site re­

port on the mound concluded on a 
basis of trees and soils that it was at 

least a century old, which would put 

it before 1789. Moreover, the stone 

could not have been inserted in the 

mound at a recent time because the 

Smithsonian report says it was 
sealed until opened professionally.

The bracelets, says McCulloch, 

were brass and not copper, as 
claimed by Cyrus Thomas. Such 

brass was made only between 45 

B.C. and A.D. 200 or was made in 
modem foundries. The bracelets, 

therefore, could not be of Indian 
manufacture though they could be 

modem trade goods.

Charles H. Faulkner, editor of 
the Tennessee Anthropologist at 

the University of Tennessee, planned 

to publish a paper by McCulloch 

this past fall. Faulkner was im­

pressed by the radiocarbon dating 

and the analysis of the brass brace­

lets that McCulloch had developed. 

He acknowledged that “there will 

be a hue and cry from some of my 

colleagues. What I hope is that the 

article will stimulate similar thought 

and constructive comment.”

00
CELESTIAL PUZZLES

MOST OF the space mysteries 

we have discussed in this col­
umn have been descriptions of sci­

entific discoveries. This is also true
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of the following two discoveries 

which seem incredibly weird.

The first is the revelation of a 
gigantic hexagon in the clouds 

around Saturn's north pole. It is 

about one-fourth the diameter of 

Saturn itself, which means it is 

larger than the earth. The strange 
hexagon has not immediately ob­

served when Voyager 1 and 2 space­
craft flew by Saturn in 1980 and 

1981 because they did not fly over 

the pole. Their photos showed 

Saturn’s pole from an angle and the 

hexagon wasn’t noticed. But the 

National Optical Astronomy Ob­

servatories in Tucson made projec­

tions of several images taken as the 

planet rotated in order to get a 

better view of the pole. When a 

mosaic of these was made, the 

strange hexagon appeared.
David Alan Godfrey of the Tuc­

son Observatories says that it is not 

so much a hexagon as an atmo­
spheric feature consisting of a wave 

pattern repeated six times around 

the planet. The hexagon neverthe­

less remains fixed in the same 
longitudinal position despite winds 

of more that 300 mph blowing 

easterly.
* « *

MOST EVERYONE has seen 
the image of a face on Mars as 

shot by the Viking probe to that 

planet in 1976. Now Mark Carlotto, 
from a company called Analytic 

Science in Boston, has analyzed the 

pictures with computerized image-

17
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Throughout the ages 
GOLD has been man's 
symbol of riches. Our 
hand-crafted glass candle 
has a flame glowing with 
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beauty and create a feeling of 
wealthl Also makes an excel­
lent focal point for Meditation!

processing techniques and believes 

his results may be significant. In 

fact, Carlotto urges that future 

probes of Mars take a closer look at 
this Martian feature.

The face is about two miles wide 

and is dismissed as a trick of the 

light by most of the involved scien­

tists. But Carlotto has developed 
three-dimensional profiles of the 

structure and fed this information 

into a computer which produced 

information on what it would look 
like from various angles and with 

the sunlight hitting it from different 

directions. He has also used a tech­

nique called local contrast enhance­
ment which produced an image that 

looks much like an extension of the 

“mouth” and a second “eye.”

Carlotto reports in the journal 

Applied Optics, according to New 

Scientist, that “the image enhance­
ment results indicate that a second 

eye socket may be present on the 
right, shadowed side of the face; 

fine structure in the mouth suggests 

teeth are apparent.”
He concludes cautiously, “Re­

sults to date suggest that [the origins 
of the face] may not be natural.”

00
LONGER DAYS

A
lthough they couidnn 

have known it, the Chinese 

who lived 4000 years ago had a day 
that was 7/100 of a second shorter 

than ours. This has been verified by 

research based on ancient Chinese
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accounts of eclipses from the years 

1876 B.C. and A.D. 532.

The eclipse records show that the 

earth now spins more slowly, thus 
making the day longer as the moon 

moves away. Kevin Pang of NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pas­

adena, Calif., remarks, “Four bil­
lion years ago the moon was only 

one-third as far away as it is now 
—the day was only eight hours 

long.”

00
POTATOES

I ADMIT it. I am a potato fan.
Boiled, mashed, cottage-fried, 

french-fried, baked, scalloped, 
chipped, au gratin — I like them all. 

I hadn’t given potatoes a great deal 

of other-than-gastronomical 
thought, however, until I came 

across the brief article “Through the 
Eyes of a Potato” by Diana B. 

Edwards in Science News. Then the 
marvelous world of the potato really 

began to sprout for me.
Potatoes are not magical as they 

were once believed to be. The Scot­

tish clergy, for some strange reason 
doubtless associated with their Cal­

vinism, believed them to be evil and 
warned their parishioners not to 

eat them. On the other hand, they 

may have been correct in their 
prejudice because potatoes belong 

to the deadly nightshade family and 
if you ate the sprouts or the leaves, 

you would find they are poisonous. 

Potatoes in ages past also were
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believed to cause leprosy and 

syphilis.

If you are a potato fan, it will 

please you to know that the genus 
Solatium, to which they belong, 

contains more than 2000 potato 

species and about 5000 varieties. 
Nevertheless, only eight species are 

grown worldwide, to produce a total 
of 290 million tons. Edwards ad­
mires the potato for its fibers, car­

bohydrates and vitamin-C content. 

In addition, “Fat-free and 80 per­

cent, the average potato — peeled 
and unbuttered — contains only 90 

calories.”
* * *

POTATOES are immensely dif­
ficult to change genetically. 

Gardeners who have propagated 

them by planting cut-up pieces may 

be surprised to know that potatoes 

also have seeds, so tiny that there 
are 60,000 to the ounce. And if you 

plant the seeds, watch out. The 
potatoes you grow will not neces­

sarily resemble the parent or even 

each other.
When plant scientists set out to 

develop hybrid potatoes, they take 
leaves from the plants and treat 

them with enzymes to dissolve their 

walls. This leaves structures called 
protoplasts. When they are mixed 

up in special solutions, protoplasts 
fuse to combine genetic material 

from two or more parents, and 

these eventually grow into hybrid 

plants.
South America has many vari-
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groups that share the same interests. 
Membership Worldwide.
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eties of wild potatoes which provide 

a genetic pool through which our 

own potatoes can be improved. 
Some resist disease and frost; some 

repel Colorado potato beetles and 

leaf hoppers. Some have hair that 
oozes a sticky anti-insect liquid.

Think about all this next time 

you eat a potato. And thank the 
Lord you didn’t live back in the 

days of German Emperor Frederich 

William. He ordered all peasants to 
plant potatoes or have their noses 

and ears cut off.

00
SCIENCE VS. EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIETY for Psychical 
Research, which maintains sci­

entific standards on the formal pa­

pers its publishes, knows there is 
also room in the presentation of 

psychic material for personal expe­

riences and phenomena that cannot 
be quantified by mathematics or 

scientific investigation. Consequent­
ly the SPR publishes a supplemen­

tary newsletter, edited by Susan 
Blackmore, in which the organiza­

tion’s established methods of in­
vestigation will not be applied, al-

Esthesia

“SPIRITUAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS” 
By Esthesia, Ruler of Uranus, compiled by Melba P. Estes. 
Answers to 307 questions that have puzzled great minds for 
centuries; that shall “feed the multitudes” reaching out for soul 
food. Indeed, an heritage to be left for future generations. $15.00 
pp. Order from:

Cosmic Light Center
P.O. Box 495, Sedona, Arizona 86336.
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though the newsletter editor says 
she will “always be grateful for 

evidence of verification.”

This practice, of course, has come 
about the same way in FATE, al­

though we do not publish a separate 
newsletter to present psychic expe­

riences. But we do publish them in 

“My Proof of Survival” and “True 

Mystic Experiences,” two of the 
most popular features in this 

magazine.

We have always understood that 
there is seldom any way to verify 

such stories, especially since most of 
them are purely subjective. More 

than half of the people in the United 

States have had such experiences 

and this accounts for the widespread 

belief in parapsychological claims 
despite the sneering attitudes of the 

less than half of the population that 

has never had a psychic experience 

(or an open mind).

We have handled our material 
a bit differently from the way 

the SPR has done. We ask for af­

fidavits, swearing to the truth of 

the material before a notary pub­
lic, from the author and from 

other persons mentioned in our 
stories.

00
THE PHANTOM CAR

A
typical letter in the spr 
Newsletter Supplement comes 
from Mrs. E. A. Hughes of Welsh­

pool, Powys, Wales. She writes:

“In October 1976 my husband
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was driving with me through 

France. We were making our way 
from Lyon to Versailles using minor 

roads. The sun was setting but we 

had not yet got our lights on. There 
were the traditional poplar trees 

every few yards along the sides of 

the road. Suddenly a car of the old 
bull-nosed Austin type began to 

cross the road very slowly in front 

of us. It seemed to be about a foot 

above the actual road level.

“My husband braked. The Austin 
glided noiselessly on. Then a car 

with its headlights on came towards 

us: the headlights shown brightly 
through the windows and under the 

wheels of the crossing car. There 

was no sign of anyone driving. The 

car with the headlights passed by. 

The other one disappeared across 

the road. We stopped and each said 
to the other, ‘Did you see that?’....

“There was no road crossing ours, 
which had no hump in it to account 

for the odd space between the phan­

tom car and the road surface; and 

on either side of the road beyond 

the poplar trees there were only 

plowed fields stretching to the 
horizon.

“We wondered whether there had 

once been a hump-backed bridge, 

crossed perhaps by people escaping 
to Vichy France during the war. We 

drove on to the next hamlet, a place 

called Porthday, but it had no hotel 

where we could have stayed the 
night. Otherwise we should have 

tried to discover the local history
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and whether anything were known 

of such an incident.

“Do such happenings get imprint­
ed on a landscape? ... Neither my 

husband nor I ever saw a ghost 
before or since that time.”

00
PSYCHIC LOSES CASE IN OUR August 1987 issue Loyd 

Auerbach reported the case of 
Hawaiian psychic Gharith Pendra­

gon, who brought suit in U.S. Dis­
trict Court against CSICOP, James 

Randi, Hawaiian Skeptics and the 

University of Hawaii. Pendragon 
complained that pressure by local 

debunkers had caused him to lose 
his job teaching noncredit courses 

in psychic phenomena on college 

campuses throughout the state.

Last August Federal Judge Har­
old Fong ruled against Pendragon, 
dismissing his suit as “frivolous.” 

Pendragon is appealing.

00
HELPING TO REMEMBER

SO FAR only science-fiction 

writers have invented medicine 

that will enhance memory. But now 

Alan Kozikowski, professor of 

chemistry and behavioral neurosci­
ence at the University of Pittsburgh, 

has described one.

For centuries, it appears, the 
Chinese have brewed a tea from the 

leaves of the plant Huperzia serrata 

and served it to the elderly to im­
prove their memories. Now the
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Shanghai Institute of Materia Med­
ica has isolated the specific com­

pound responsible for this memory 
miracle. Kozikowski says he has 

succeeded in synthesizing the com­

pound, an alkaloid known as 
huperzine A. “The synthesis is par­
ticularly important because we can 

attempt to improve on nature,” 
Kozikowski says.

The National Institute on Aging 

continues to think of its use solely 
for Alzheimer’s disease patients, 

apparently, but meanwhile the na­

tural plant compound has been test­
ed in China on 200 persons with 
impaired memories. The Chinese 

report that their memories im­

proved considerably. Memory im­

provements are also reported in 

tests on rats and monkeys.
American tests of the synthesized 

compound will be conducted on 
rats and other animals before being 

tested on humans. Those of us who 

are absent-minded will have to wait 
a little while.

ONLY IN IOWA

Gale and Pat Bonsall, flying to a real 
estate convention in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, left their 1987 Oldsmobile 98 

running in the Des Moines airport’s 
loading zone with the lights, heater and 
radio on, the trunk open and the doors 
unlocked. A fellow real estate salesman 
rescued the car three hours later, still 
running and with no apparent damage.
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Snails lack the power 

of reason — yet they 

present a lesson for 

reasoning man in the 

ability to survive 

where man has failed.

Bj Branlev Allan Branvor



Д SI LOOK at the nearly dry, trash- 
/x filled El Paso River, I find myself 

increasingly anxious about man’s fu­

ture in the earth’s hot places. At one 

time I nearly gave up studying the 

aridlands, but their magnetism was too 

great My years, like library walls, are 
full of stored experiences; my skin is 

scarred from too much exposure to 

sunlight I have thought so much about 
the water problems of desert dwellers 

that I feel empathy for the smallest 

creatures that survive there.
One such creature, which survives 

in the hotlands of Oklahoma, Texas 

and Mexico, is a genus of land-snail 

known as Bulimulus. This snail has 

thrived there for hundreds of thou­
sands of years, little changed by the 

passage of time. Bulimulus is not 
auspicious, either in size or in beauty, 

but it is striking because of its elegant 

adaptations to the austere environment 

in which it out-competes nearly all 
other snails.

YelBulimulus is a mollusk and like 

all other mollusks it requires a ready 
supply of water in order to fulfill its 

biological destiny. That is what makes 
Bulimulus such a special symbol of the 

desert It has learned, in a manner of 
speaking, what all other desert dwell­

ers except man have learned: to use 

resources when they are available and 

to do without when they are not

Like man, Bulimulus cannot hoard 

water internally; therefore to remain 
abroad and active on hot, arid days 

would soon prove lethal. Their soft, 

permeable bodies would dry and 
shrivel.

Some yearsago in aTexas mesquite 
jungle I happened upon a long-dead 

snag sticking skyward in the sand. The 

snag wasof no interest but its weather­

beaten surface held the promise of a 

future generation. Most of you might 

have failed to note the presence of the 
aestivating (hibernating) snails.

These snails can, with supreme 

biological confidence, endure water­
less conditions for months in environ­

ments where the most confident of all 

earth’s species — our own — would 
swiftly perish. A series of thin, con­

centric, dry, mucouslike sheets secreted 

within the shell, between the sleeping 
animal and its exterior, are almost 

impervious. Even the searing, beating 

sun doesn’t affect it too much. Yet, 
when the rains return Bulimulus, like 
the Phoenix rising from the ashes, 

emerges onto the desert to ensure the 

continuity of its biological system.
Sometimes I bring a few of these 

aestivating snails into the laboratory to 

show to my students. They find them 

interesting but are stow to make the 
comparison between the snails and 

humanity. “They are tough little ani­

mals,” they say, turning the mottled 

brown and gray snails, labeled Bu-

Top photo: The austere Davis Mountains of western Texas show barren vistas 
in the lack of water. Middle: Although a hostile environment for most life, the Big 
Bend area of Texas yet provides a toehold for a hardy land-snail. Bottom: Ruined 
kiva near Santa Fe, N. Mex., tells that men fled when water dried up.
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Dessicated pluvial lake in Utah reveals that in the past enormous quantities of 
water were available here to sustain life.

limulus alternata, this way and that. 

“But what’s the point? Snails don’t 

have brains and they can’t do the things 
humans have to do.”

There is, of course, more truth than 

not in their youthful pronouncements. 
Some of the time lam infected by their 

confidence. I would like always to feel 

so positive.

But there are still those extinct 
pueblos and kivas scattered through­

out the American Southwest and there 
are buried cities in other deserts. It 

may be hard to believe but man has 

often lost his chaitenge of the desert. 

In the distant past man dug fail-safe 

wells and extensive irrigation systems. 
Did it slow the desiccation of his vil­

lages and cities? Perhaps. Or, per­

haps, we do not wish to understand 

what those ruins are telling us.
* * ♦

MOST OF us haveenormous con­

fidence in the engineering abil­
ity of our modem technology. Didn’t 

we build Hoover Dam, a monument to 

our ego, which still stands after 50 

years? But I’m talking about the fu­

ture, not the past. We live in dangerous 
straits. Our dams are bigger than their 

dams but our water requirements are 

exponentially greater than those of man 

even 50 years ago. The Indians’ 

demands on their environments were 

not different from the ones we are now 

invoking except in magnitude. We are 

on the same trajectory.
In the thinking of scientists, bring­
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ing the desert under control thousands 

of years ago was exactly the same as it 
is today. Man affixes himself in desert 

climates by storing water and by con­

structing artificial rivulets. Conduiti- 

zation or irrigation is in reality simply 
a device for hastening, in agricultural 

lands, the evaporation of water which 

ensures the leaching of hardpan alka- 

lies to the surface. Such land — the 

Egyptians learned the hard way — 
rapidly loses its fertility.

If we carefully examine one of the 

reconstructed pueblos at Chaco Can­

yon and Aztec National Monument 
and compare it with modem towns or 

cities in the Southwest, we observe 

that both Indian and our own logic is 

more similar than not. The prehistoric 

builders always lived close to a source 

of water whereas modem man often 
builds his cities with surrogates in mind, 

piping in needed water from distant 
sources. Both prehistoric Indians and 
modem man are alike, waterwise; their 

physiologic requirements haven’t 

changed in the course of the few thou­

sand years since man inched his way 

out of the tropics. Our hearts still 

pump water-girt blood; our cells still 

swim in water.
By contrast, most desert plants and 

animals have evolved mechanisms for 

survival. Kangaroo rats and other 

members of that species never drink 

water — they make their own meta­

bolic water from the carbohydrates of 

dry seeds. Snails build epiphragms. 

Spadefoot toads dig deep into the soil 
and absorb water through their skin 

until the rains come again, holding re­

production in abeyance until exactly 

the right moment.

Humans cannot do these things. 

Through our weird, apelike develop­

mental sequence we have retained not 
only the external features, albeit modi­

fied, of our forebears, but also most of 

their physiologic constraints as well. 

In well-understood mechanisms the 

glands and organs demand a continu­

ous source of water to replenish that 
lost through excretion and sweat—we 

carry our own cooling system — or 

death will swiftly follow. Our survival 

in deserts and aridlands depends en­

tirely, then, upon a constant source of 

waler and that dependency has stimu­
lated developments in the desert that 

have slowly steered us away from the 

errors of the Indians.
Or have they? Modem man retains 

many of the same desires and all of the 

shortsightedness of the Indians; youth­

ful dreams of immortality die hard. 
The great network of flush toilets and 

automated carwashers is emblematic. 

In the end these mechanisms will fall 

to piles of rubble and rust and the huge 

reservoirs will fill with the debris of 

the eons. It is doubtful whether most of 
our congeners in Phoenix and 

Tucumcari view life in the desert as 

anything but a pleasant travail but theirs 
is a heavily predicated view. There is 

too much lush greenery at multi-mil­

lion dollar Paco Diablo and Sedonia to 

allow thoughts of desiccation; there is 

too much confidence in our engineers.

American desert dwellers today, 
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then, are hydroph  lies—the hairless, yet 
undeniable products of an evolution­

ary line whose body has changed but 
whose internal requirements are inher­

ited from the old dwellers of the savan­

nah. We have, for better or for worse, 
changed the face of the American 

Southwest We build huge reservoirs 

and evaporation works to defeat us. 

Ourcities show signs, in our escalating 

demands, of cultural and physical 

decay. Our building has increased 
beyond the carrying capacity of the 

desert and few, even of our profes­

sional engineers and hydrologists, have 
enough imagination to understand the 

message of the now dry channels of the 

San Pedro River or the muddy ooze 

that was once the Lower Rio Grande. 

The evidence — as sure as the crum­

bling, eroding abandoned pueblos, 
stairs and kivas at Bandolier—points 

toward a steadily declining environ­

ment for man and to an eventual col­

lapse of the aquifers and waterways. 
There are limits to everything.

• • *

IMAGINE FOR a moment the trends 

that forced abandonment of thou­

sands of Indian pueblos continuing into 

the desert settlements of modem man. 
Imagine our population numbers in­

creasing at the same rate as they have 

during the last 50 years while the water 

supply continues to decrease propor­
tionately. The Hohokam acquired irri­

gation and water-saving technology 
late in their cultural evoludon under 

the stimuli of a steadily worsening 

environment When the climate shifted, 

they were able to hold out longer than 

the other Indians, to maintain their 

cultural centers for a white. But it was 

only a matter of time before they, too, 

succumbed.

But, you may say, that is where we 
differ from those archaic peoples. We 

truly control our environment No 

other people in history have so con­

trolled their own destiny. We have 

highly skilled and intelligent technolo­

gists who can solve the water problem 
just as they have always solved it 

These solutions are centered on the 
highest technology in history—engi­

neering.
Once I marveled at those great desert 

achievements and I was awed. Some­

times I still marvel as Hoover Dam’s 

726-foot tall geometrical, powerful and 

imposing bastions tower over me. It is, 

I realize, more than steel and concrete. 
It is a symbol of that in which man 

believes. But it is not, we all know 

now, the tallest dam, nor does it con­
tain the most water in its basin. The 
game of engineering records moves 

onward always to bigger things — 

bigger in obscure, off-the-path parts of 

America where the vast number of 

entrepreneurs dug basements and 
raised the walls of brand new cities. 

There is nothing like engineering 

marvels to spawn new mouths to feed.

These people were not visionaries. 
They thought they were and they meet 

all the requirements of what a vision­
ary ought to be. They achieved that 

status on the raw nerves of Americans 

caught up in the worst depression in 
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our history. Their singlemindedness 

and physical bravery bear testimony to 

the weird inner motivation that drives 

men into the desert but they see oppor­
tunity there rather than beauty.

Arizona has always been as diffi­

cult a place to live as people have 

imagined. But like all arid places it has 

its own unforgettable beauty, its an­

cient and isolated genetic pools, its 

racesof people whose inheritance flows 

so far back into time that the roots are 

obscure от impossible to decipher. We 

know only that their ancestors held 

places like Black Mesa, Rainbow Arch, 

the San Francisco Peaks and the Grand 
Canyon sacred. So do many late- 

coming white Americans but until 

comparatively recent years they were 

dwarfed by the digging arms of the 

federal government Arizona’s plight 

is of its own making and the spectre of 
running out of water is a very real and 

frightening one.
* • *

F
ollowing for over 1400 miles 

its tortuous passage to the sea, 

picking up hundreds of small creeks 

and lesser rivers along the way, is one 

of the most important rivers in Amer­
ica—the mighty Colorado. So impor­

tant is this stream to the vast territory 

bounded by seven states that the knowl­

edgeable hydrologists who have stud­
ied its canyons and channels state, “The 

seven states it touches would be unin­

habitable by humans without its pres­
ence.” Spurred on by the ever-worsen­

ing water problem, the Bureau of 

Reclamation urged more and more 

dams for the Colorado and its main 

tributaries which, in the words of the 

bureau’s booklet Jewel of the Colo­
rado, singing praises of Lake Powell, 

meant "Tohave a deep blue lake/Where 
no lake was before/Seems to bring 

man/A little closer to God.”

But that was not all. Sen. Clifford 

P. Case of New Jersey commented on 

the senate floor in 1966: “At a time 

when the President is pressing a cam­

paign to preserve natural beauty, 

Congress is being asked to approve a 

plan that would destroy a great part and 

radically change what remained of the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado.” He 

was speaking against the Bureau of 

Reclamation’s harebrained plan to 

build two huge dams right in the heart 
of the Grand Canyon—Marble Can­

yon and Haulapai dams.

More fascinating than the huge dams 
themselves, perhaps, is why they were 

planned in the first place, the relation 

of collected water to potential profit 
The CAP — Central Arizona Project 

—was designed principally as a smoke 

screen to disguise the creation of NWC 

—National Water Commission. This 

permanent commission, had it gotten 

off the drawing board, would have 

expanded, bulging across the entire 

aridlands and beyond, into the drain­

age of the Columbia River. An a priori 

goal of this commission was to drain 

Columbian River waters into the dwin­

dling Colorado. All this, as George 

Laycock wrote, was “largely for the 

benefit of California, and especially 

Los Angeles.” And the bottom of the 
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plan grew, apparently, at a well-paced 

and nearly hidden tempo, while the 

visible part remained steadfastly in the 

public domain.

The desert was expendable. When 

those plans are studied in retrospect we 
find that the National Water Commis­

sion, generally considered an out­

growth of the Central Arizona Project, 

had an amazing master plan known as 
the Pacific Southwest Water Plan. In 

essence that plan would have debili­
tated the Columbia River in favor of 

Los Angeles. That single fact is a 

marked indication of the philosophy of 

20th Century engineers regarding 

subordination of the American des­

erts. It is true that the Bureau of Rec­
lamation was frustrated in its attempts 

to transform the Grand Canyon into a 

unique fish pond; but even in the 

bureau’s frustration, almost as if to 

defy the very concept of aridlands 

wilderness areas, it had already turned 

the plan book pages to the Gila Wilder­

ness and beyond. At best, all such 

plans are predicated upon “reclama­
tion,” but reclaimed from what? Be­

fore something can be reclaimed it 

must first be Iosl The architecture of 

the desert, desolate, awesome and for­
bidding though some may find it, has 

maintained its own councils for eons 

without the help of cosmetics.

The modem American deserts vary 

somewhat from place to place but they 

are all more or less waterless. Many of 
our scientific speculators have prophe­

sied that we will discover in time an 

ancient age for our deserts. This seems 

an unlikely extrapolation from a few 
relict plants with unique adaptations to 

xeric conditions. Probably the pres­

ence of such plants indicates develop­

ment in a few seasonably dry habitats 

and expansion of ranges as the desert­
lands expanded. Packrats provide part 
of the evidence. Here, mummified 

caches seem to demand the previous 

widespread occurrence of at least dry 

woodlands like those in the eastern 

Great Plains. Nature decreed a rather 
rapid retreat of the woodlands.

In its unyielding march the desert 

encompassed progressively more and 

more territory until today we observe 
the greatest extent, both in total range 

and in severity of climate, of desert 

that North America has ever supported. 
We believe that these conditions will 

continue to prevail, worsening rather 

than ameliorating. A combination of 

continental features has thus created, 

as far as we can judge from physiogra­

phic standpoints, one of the most in­

tensive rain shadows that ever existed 

this far north. Had the mountains been 

thrust up in the east only, they would 

have blocked only the westward prog­

ress of engineers, not the free-sweep­

ing clouds of moist air, and we would 

have had little desert at all.

We may, of course, ponder the theo­

retical question: What did the advanc­

ing desert mean to all the things, in­

cluding man, that lived in its path? We 

can wonder over the possible impacts 
of decreasing waterand increasing light 

and heat Yet we must not forget the 

enormouspower unleashed by the miles



To benefit the ever-thirstv residents of Los Angeles, man has dreamed of 
draining the flow of the Columbia River, seen here between Oregon and Idaho.

of ice that developed in the north, power 

that, once released, affected the entire 

continent; even on the verge of recent 

times great animals and plants became 

extinct from climatic perturbation.

We may doubt that man has ever 

lived under the extremes of desert cli­

mates and we would be right. We can 

contemplate the remaining evidence 

of hundreds of pluvial lakes and rivers, 

point to the flake tools, axes and ar­

rowheads on the extinct shores. And in 

so doing we are marking the places 

where desert men congregated in the 

shade of trees and in the presence of 

plentiful water. We remember the Ice 

Age, recall that men entered America 

and her desert regions and, oddly 
enough, flourished here in the midst of 

abundant game animals. We cannot 

conclude, when faced with such evi­

dence, that the desert has always been 
as formidable and dry as it is today.

Neither can we use this evidence as 

a basis for artificially attempting to 

return the deserts to pluvial times, to 

make the deserts green again. Inavery 

real way, the pluvial waters and winds 
of time sped the deserts into a realm of 

no return—a realm which, these 8000 

years later, is more profoundly desert 

than ever. We may speculate that the 

animals and plants sifted from desert 

life and Nought forward to the present 

still survive because of rapid natural 

selection.
• * *

THE TUMULTUOUS sorting out 

of desert life has led to many pecu­

liar adaptations if, assuming the ex- 
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pertsare right, weequate extreme forms 
of life with extreme environments. 

There always comes to me, as I survey 

the wild melage of a natural desert 

community, the only deduction pos­

sible: it is a battlefield where the only 

survivors are those capabte of preserv­

ing water resources.

But in my deductions, even in my 

questions, there is a paradox. In the 

confines of the museum, where I am 

utterly alone, I take from the neatly 
labeled cabinets and study once more 

the mottled shells of Bulimulus, its 

silky smooth interior which grew whorl 

by whorl as the soft-bodied mollusk 

expanded, the thin remnants of the 
epiphragm clinging to the aperature, 

and I know the difference between true 

desert animals and the big-brained ones 
that came up from the tropics, the in­

ternal hoarders and the builders of 

dams.
I search the desert mountains, eco­

logical islands really, surrounded by 
seas of prohibitive waterlessness, and 

I know from the studies that I have seen 

the relatives of the creatures 1 find 

there in wetter, greener places. I have 

touched their soft, slimy bodies in the 

cool wet conclaves of the Ozarks and 

the Great Smokies beyond. And once 

again I am reminded of survivors, the 

ecological concept by which the scien­

tists often account for the presence of 

widely separated relatives, and the 

meaning is crystal clear.

The terrestrial mollusks of the past, 
like the vast transcontinental forests 

that supported them, came into being 

and moved unimpeded across the land. 
They left their shells in the loesses of 

the desiccating land, their descendants 

isolated in the mountains and on the 

West coast If we understand the fossil 

record, the trend continues eastwards. 
No messiah, no bringer of water, is 

lurking in the evolutionary wings, 

waiting for just the right instant to 

expand the forests westward. Or has 

the messiah taken on a new disguise 

that uses the bulldozer and shovel to 
slow or even forestall the end of desert 

life?

Perhaps the peculiar gods predi­

cated by the Mayan and Aztec priests 

to return have, indeed, set foot at long 
last upon the North American conti­

nent That is the dilemma that I think 

Bulimulus poses for desert-dwelling 

humans. We are not microcosms. We 

cannot sleep away our shortfalls.

Whatever other deductions are de­

rivable from the extinct snails and the 

derivative modem ones, one thing is 

patently clear, those among us who 

contend that organisms without spe­

cific adaptations, and the constraints 

associated therewith, can live indefi­

nitely in a selective environment like 

the desert are dead wrong. Many spe­
cies of plants and animals have been 

unable to invade aridlands or have 

become extinct when environments 

became arid and that includes commu­

nities of men. One only need review 

the recent disasters in Ethiopia and 

other parts of Africa to believe. The 

reason does not lie in our inability to 

modify even large deserts; rather, as
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ecologists have known for years, it is 

contained in the strong set of selective 

forces that brought man upward from 

his ancestors, peeling away veneers of 

adaptations at each rang of the ladder.

Whether man, as the universal ani­
mal, is destined to invade still other 

environments in the immediate future 

we have no way of fore telling. But one 

thing we can confidently predict Man, 

in his predilection for control, has been 

able to populate vast expanses of the 

globe, to bring his populations far 

beyond the innate carrying capacity of 

the land. Within the confines of his 

engineering genius, even at present 

levels, it is possible to spread momen­
tarily into the deeper recesses of the 

desert But the need is not for more 

cities springing up like weird mush­

rooms in the wastes; the need is for an 

understanding of desert cycles in rela­

tion to what we have saved. The mind 

that brought the stow westward move­

ment to the fore, under the guise of 
mandate destiny, now contemplates 

the Euclid earthmover and bulldozer 

with great fondness. Old patterns of 

behavior are not easily abandoned.

I once observed, a number of years 

ago, a body of men working in the heat 

of Flaming Gorge, transporting ro­

tenone and other equipment to the yet 

freeftowing river. It was a powerful 

scene and I could see the confidence in 

their bearing. They were preparing to 

infuse the murky water with toxicant. 

aiming to kill all fishes in the area to be 

impounded by the new dam to make 

the world safe for introduced trout. I 

remember, too, the protesting voices 
of a handful of desert ichthyologists 

who feared for the safety of a large rare 

minnow that lived in the river, a resi­

dent that had come up with the desert 

itself. Apparently, the men in charge 

quickly pointed downstream to where 

an apparatus was dripping potassium 

permanganate into the water. The firm 

mouth under the hard hat seemed too 
willing to argue the point, too full of 

certitude for my liking.

“Oxidation,” one of them said know­

ingly, staring downstream at the drip­
line, “will protect everything.”

Remembering several unfortunate 
accidents of miscalculation, we said 

nothing. These men were the top crafts­

men in their trade and they understood 

killing in the desert And hadn't we all 

studied in this country’s great univer­

sities? So we watched them working 

in the heat and saw the great silvery 

chubs dying far downstream from the 

protection they were getting.

Since then, each time I walk be­

tween the concourse shelves in the 

university museum and observe the 
cold dead stares of preserved speci­

mens, the heat and stench of that exer­

cise comes back to plague my thinking 

and I wonder about the logic of snails 
in places where cities and dams should 

never have been.



The 
Miracle 

of 
Jennifer

She was bom prematurely, with severe disabilities — but 

we found a way to beat impossible odds.

I WILL never forget my first sight of 

my daughter Jennifer when she was 

bom three months premature. Her 

body, although tiny, was perfect; but 

she was very white and apparently 
dead. The medical team, working 

quickly, resuscitated her and rushed 

her to the Newborn Intensive Care 

Unit (NICU). But the doctors who 

diagnosed her condition said she could 

not possibly survive. Jennifer had just 
too many things wrong. She weighed 

only two pounds. She was only 15 

inches long. She was severely jaun­

diced, had seizures, was not breathing 

properly, and had a large amount of 

fluid and blood in her brain. Her heart 

stopped occasionally. It seemed as 

though she had more things wrong 
with her than right.

If she were to survive, !he doctors 
said that she would very likely have 

severe cerebral palsy, damage to her 

eyes, ears, throat, and lungs, and the 
excess fluid in her head would have to 

be continually drained. This did not 

give me much to hope for, but some­

how I just knew she would be all right.

I was called to the NICU many 

times during the first five days, and 

told that Jennifer was dying. Each 

time I would go to her, and spend time



Jennifer, born three months prematurely, weighed only two 
pounds and was 15 inches long. She suffered from severe 
jaundice, had seizures and was unable to breathe properly.

talking to her and touching her. As 

long as she was on the ventilator, a 

machine which helped her breathe, I 

could not hold her. I told her how 

much I wanted her to get well so that I 
could hold her. I repeatedly told her I 

knew she could live and get better, and 

that the doctors and I would do every­

thing we could to help her. Itoldherto 

take and use all my love, to gain the 

strength to fight to live. In each crisis, 

she pulled through.

The doctors were not over their 

amazement that she was still alive when 

she had improved enough to be taken 

off the ventilator. She was seven days 

old, and it was one of the happiest days 
of my life. Normally, the mother or 

father is allowed to hold such a prema­

ture baby for only a few minutes. Since 

Jennifer seemed to improve whenever 

I touched her or talked to her, they 

allowed me to hold her for almost an 
hour. So I held her, rocked her, loved 

her, and talked to her. I told her how 

happy I was that I could finally hold 

her and how proud of her I was.
* * *

ALTHOUGH IT seemed more like 

two years to me, Jennifer spent a 
little over two months in the NICU. 

She had her ups and downs, and in each 
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crisis I would tell her that I knew she 
could overcome that problem, just as 
she had overcome others before. I told 

her how much I wanted to take her 
home with me, so I could have her with 

me all the time.
The day I brought Jennifer home 

was, at the same time, happy and fright­
ening. She now weighed 6 ’/2 pounds, 

and the doctors were shaking their 
heads in amazement I had to use a 
heart and respiration monitor on her 

for the next six months, however, 

because she still had a tendency to stop 

breathing or her heart stopped occa­

sionally; the monitor alerted me when 
either of these things happened.

By the time Jennifer was completely 

off the monitor, cerebral palsy had 

become very obvious. It affected the 
right sides of her body. I worked with 

her daily, massaging her whole body, 

doing simple movement exercises with 
her, and stretching the muscles and 

tendons in her right arm and leg.

Jennifer continued to grow and 

develop. I would teach her how to do 
something with her lefthand, and then 

have her try to do it with her right hand. 
She caught on very quickly, and tried 

hard to use her right hand.

Although I was thrilled by each tiny 

accomplishment, I found it depress­

ing. Jennifer was 14 months old and 
could sit up only if she was securely 

propped. It was so painful to know 

what she should be able to do and 

enjoy, and then to look at her and know 

that she could not even sit up without 

help. She could roll over to one side 

with effort and coaxing. She did have 

full use of her left arm and leg, and 

could only move her right arm and leg 
slightly. I could not, however, just 
give up. I had a feeling that Jennifer 

was not going to give up either. There 

had to be a cure for her.

One day, white feeling depressed, I 

recalled when Jennifer had been bom 

and all the awfully dire predictions the 
doctors had made. It was then that I 

realized that she had already come a 
long way. Some of the things the 

doctors said would be permanent prob­

lems for Jennifer had already disap­

peared completely. Because some of 
these things were just as “incurable” as 
CP is, I wondered what could have 

caused her improvement I could only 

come up with one answer—talking to 

her! I never said anything negative to 
her during the time she was in the 

hospital. In fact, I am sure some of the 
doctors and nurses probably thought I 

was not quite in my right mind.

I began studying everything I could 
find about the mind — conscious and 

subconscious — and about positive 

and negative programming and repro­
gramming. The more I studied, the 

more convinced I became that this had 

to be one of the big contributing factors 

to Jennifer’s survival — I had been 

programming her subconscious mind 

without even knowing it!
I decided to try the same method to 

see if it would help her improve her use 

of her right hand, arm, leg, and fooL I 

continued doing all of the other things 

I had been doing, massaging and doing



Jennifer is shown as healthy and active at age six. She 
overcame hydrocephalus, heart and breathing disorders 
and cerebral palsy.

simple exercises with her. The big im­

provement did not come though, until 

I started telling her that she could use 

her right arm and hand, and that she 

could use her right leg.

I bought a cassette recorder and 
recorded the suggestions, then turned 

it on when I put her to bed. I had read 

that the mind is the most suggestible 

during the first 20 minutes of sleep. So 

I made the recording last that long, and 

played it each time I put her to bed. If 

she woke up during the night, I played 

it again. I also played it for her when 

she was awake.
* * *

POSITIVE programming was my 

“cure" for Jennifer. The results 

would have been unbelievable if I had 

not seen them myself. The doctors 

continued to monitor her progress 
weekly, which gave me written verifi­
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cation of her progress.
When I first started using this 

method of reprogramming, Jennifer 

was unable to do much of anything 
herself. Within two weeksafterl started 

using the recordings, she was sitting up 

by herself rolling over to either side 

and attempting to crawl. At first, I 

thought this might be a coincidence, 
but I continued to play the tape just in 

case.
In another week, she was pulling 

herself up on the couch, and scooting 
along on the floor! She was also begin­

ning to use her right hand more consis­

tently and with better coordination.

Within two months she had out­

grown her first tape. She could do all 

the things I had suggested on that re­
cording. On the next tape, I reinforced 

the points made on the first tape, and 

then added many more new ones. 
Jennifer progressed with this tape on 
about the same timetable as the first 

one. Her progress was truly incred­

ible.
I learned a lot during my studies on 

the conscious and subconscious mind, 

positive suggestion, program ming and 

reprogramming. I learned that many 
of the statements we think of as being 

positive are in fact negative. This is 

generally because the subconscious 
mind thinks mostly in pictures. It also 

disregards words such as “try” and 
“going to” or other words that indicate 

the future tense. The subconscious 

mind thinks in the present tense. It 

cannot tell the difference between a lie 

and the truth, and it cannot tell when 

you are joking. One example of a 

negative statement that most of us think 

of as positive is: “I am going to lose 

weight,” от “I am losing weight.” The 
first statement is in the future tense. As 

for the second statement, what is the 

first thing you think of when you hear 

the word weight? Something heavy, 

right? Here is how you can make it a 

positive statement: “I am thin.” The 
subconscious mind takes everything 

you tell it, and depending on past pro­

gramming, either files it for later refer­

ence or starts working to cause it to 

become your reality.

To overcome negative past pro­
gramming, constantly fill your mind 

with positive reprogramming. Putting 
positive suggestions on tape is one 

way of reprogramming. These are 

some of the suggestions I recorded for 

Jennifer “Your body is perfect, whole 

and healthy. Your whole body func­
tions perfectly and normally. You use 

both hands equally well.”

I try to speak in a quiet, loving voice 

when I make her tape, since it is always 

played when she goes to bed at night 

I also try to show her, on tape and in 

person, that I share her excitement 

about what she does and that I am very 
proud of her.

During my studies, I have also 

learned that everything we say to a 

young child or baby becomes part of 
their programming. Knowing this, I 

became very aware of what I said during 

the day, both to Jennifer and about her. 

Each time I said something to the ef­
fect that “Jennifer has CP and it makes
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it hard for her to use her right arm and 

leg,” that was programmed into her 
mind.

Consequently, I learned to be care­
ful about what I said to her and said 

about her. When someone asked what 

was wrong with the baby, I simply 

said, “Nothing is wrong, she is per­

fectly normal and healthy.” I felt ri­

diculous doing this initially, but when 
the results were positive, I did not care 

what it sounded like to others. My 

friends and family knew what I was 

trying to do. They also helped and 

gave me encouragement.
• * *

WHEN I FIRST considered using 
positive programming, I felt that 

the doctors were doing all that was 

possible to help her; and this approach 

could not hurt her, even if it did not 

help her. So I decided to give positive 

programming my best effort and see 
what would happen. Jennifer, her 

medical records, and photographs are 

proof of the results. She really is a 

healthy, active six-year old. The love 

and joy she gives to all of us is truly 

special.
The current condition of Jennifer’s 

health is excellent She no longer has 

the excess fluid in her head (hydro­

cephalus); she no longer has the prob­

lem of her heart or breath ing stopping; 

and her eyes, ears, throat, and lungs are 
fine. She has taken Phenobarbitol since 

the day she was bom to prevent sei­

zures; and although I no longer think 
she needs it, I am waiting for her 

doctor’s permission to wean her of it 

As for the cerebral palsy, her right 
hand is not quite as coordinated as her 

left. Although she constantly uses 

both of her hands now, we are still 
working on developing and fine tuning 

the motor skills in her right fingers. 

Perhaps I am just stubborn, because I 

promised myself I would not give up 

until she was right-handed! Her 

muscles and tendons are fine and she 
uses them all normally.

The only other thing we are cur­

rently working on is Jennifer’s ten­
dency to lead with her left foot when 

walking or running. Jennifer shows no 

evidence ofhavingCP. However,since 
it is not curable, the doctors say that 

she has mild CP but has overcome all 

of the disabilities.

Many doctors are now telling their 

patients about this technique. My 
success with Jennifer is only partially 

responsible for this, as there are similar 
cases all over the world. Often moth­

ers follow their hearts and intuition, 

sometimes without realizing what they 

were doing. Now the doctors are start­
ing to realize that often love, touching, 

hope and positive programming can 

help where medical science cannot.

I hope Jennifer’s story will give 
other parents hope for their children,as 

well as thecourage and conviction to at 

least give positive programming a 

chance. Positive programming may 
not “cure” everyone, but it will at least 

help them to reach their fullest poten­

tial. Perhaps, like Jennifer, their po­

tential is much more than you dare to 

hope for now. I know this technique 
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worked for Jennifer, and it has helped 

us all become more self-confident and 

positive. We have learned not to ac­

cept limitations, but to fight and work 
haid for what we want. I believed in 

my daughter, and now she believes in 

herself.
• • •

VWHENI THINK how far she has 
VV come, I feel an incredible joy.

My miracle baby first defied death, 

and then the doctors’ prognosis in order 

to enjoy a healthy, happy life. Today 

she acts, speaks and plays like any 

other youngster her age. She also gets 

into as much mischief — and some­

times more, with a little prompting 
from her four sisters and five brothers, 

not to mention Dad. She really be­

lieves she can do anything she sets her 

mind to. Some things may be harder 

than others to accomplish, but as long 
as she really wants to do it, and sets her 

mind to it, she will get it done.

The miracle of Jennifer is that she 

believes she is no different from the 

other children, and believing it, she has 

made it so.

INTEREST IN SPIRITUALISM INCREASES
By W. Ritchie Benedict 

lossner, 12th anniversary in September 1989, 
of theMARILYN Zwaig 

founder and president 
Spiritual Science Fellowship, says 

there is a growing interest in spiritu­
alism, according to the Canadian 
Press. A writer and broadcaster, 
Rossner says polls show many North 
Americans have had what they con­
sider to be psychic experiences — 
premonitions that turn out to be true 
for example or sensations of having 
traveled out of the body.

The spiritualist movement in its 
modem form is associated with clair­
voyance, seances and mediums. The 
fellowship, which will celebrate its 

claims 5000 Canadian members, has 
no dogma or creed but takes a keen 
interest in yoga and the world's major 
religions.

All great religions have the same 
message, says Rossner, who was 
ordained over 15 years ago after 
training at a spiritualist college near 
Indianapolis. Rossner, whose husband 
is an Anglican priest, said the 
Spiritual Science Fellowship has two 
chapters as well as study groups 
acrossCanada. There are nine affiliated 
groups in the United States and several 
in India.
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THE MAN IN WHITE 

By Cindy Favella
As told to Helen M. Duncan IT W AS A warm morning on July 

28,1987, as I drove along McAllister 

Expressway toward my office in 
downtown San Antonio. After I 

eased my Bronco into the flow of 

expressway traffic, I relaxed a little. 

The radio was playing softly. I 

stayed in the right-hand lane of 

three. I was almost to the inter­
section of a busy thoroughfare when 

I saw the man in white. He must be 

a medical technician or a male 

nurse, I thought, dressed in white 
pants and loose fitting white jacket. 

He was walking at the edge of the 

expressway, which in this area had 
grassy slopes on either side. I slowed 

down as I looked for a stalled car 

but saw none.
Suddenly when I was a car’s 

length from him, he turned, looked 

straight into my eyes — and walked 

in front of my car. I hit the brakes 
and drove off the pavement onto 

the grass. I fought to keep control 

of the car and I lost sight of the 

man. 1 looked back and all around 
but did not see him.

“Oh, my God,” I said out loud, “I 

must have hit him!”
No cars were stopping. If I hadn’t 

hit him surely some other car had. 

Where had he gone? I was shaken

Helen M. Duncan
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but drove on to work. As I parked 

my car a co-worker walked over 
and asked, “What in the world were 

you doing back there on McAllister 
Expressway, Cindy? Why did you 

run off the pavement? Good thing 

there weren't any cops in sight.”

“I wish there had been. I was 
trying to keep from hitting that man 

who walked in front of me.”

He looked at me strangely. “What 

man? There wasn’t anyone crossing 
the road. You just slammed on your 

brakes and swerved onto the grass.”

I refused to believe him and called 
the police. They told me there had 

been no report of a pedestrian’s 

being hit that morning.

A friend who had been listening 
made the sign of the cross as she 

whispered, “Cindy, be careful. You 

saw the Angel of Death.”

I went to church during my lunch 

hour to pray because I was scared. I 
kept busy with my work until the 

phone rang in the middle of the 

afternoon. My mother was on the 

line.
“Cindy, come to your grand­

parents’ home immediately,” she 

said. “Grandfather has had some 

sort of seizure in the backyard. 

Emergency Medical Service is al­

ready here.”

I reached my grandparents’home 
just as the ambulance attendants 

were carrying out my grandfather 

Henry Favella, Sr. His usually 

brown face was the color of putty 

and he was attached to an IV. 

“You stay here, ” my uncle, 

Roland Favella, said to me. 

“Mother needs you. I’ll go in the 

ambulance.”
Grandma was crying, “Cindy, 

take me to the hospital! I must go to 

Henry.”
At the hospital the nurses 

wouldn't let Grandma see Grandpa 
but directed us to the waiting room 

next to Emergency. Grandpa did 

not survive the heart attack. He 
died on the way to the hospital after 

asking Uncle Roland to tell all the 
family how much he loved them 

and to take care of Grandma.

I was so upset about the day’s 

events that I went to see my priest 

that evening. I asked, “Did I really 
see someone this morning? Why 

didn’t anyone else see him?”

“I think you really saw him, 
Cindy,” he said. “It was a warning 

only for you. That’s why no one else 

saw him.”

“A friend of mine said it was the 

Angel of Death. Was it?”

“Not necessarily the Angel of 

Death, but perhaps a messenger 
sent to prepare you for what hap­

pened. Don’t fear such a warning, 

Cindy.”

Perhaps I’ll never have such a 

warning again, but if I do I’ll be 

better prepared to handle it. Now I 

know that such psychic experiences 

are possible and warnings of danger 
or disaster can be real.—San 

Antonio, Tex.
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Maria Sullivan

THE OTHER ME

By Maria Sullivan

ON A COOL Sunday afternoon 

in the winter of 1983 my friend 
Olive Fraser-Mackay and I were 

listening to music in my lounge in 

Harare, Zimbabwe. She sat to one 

side of the large, old radiogram/ 

record player cabinet and I leaned 
over it in a standing position, 

enjoying 77iuv Spake Zarathustra 

by Richard Strauss. After the tre­

mendous volume of sound in the 

first part, truly overwhelming, there 
is a pastoral interlude, a peaceful 

and lovely tune.
I felt relaxed, perhaps a little 

spaced-out from the beauty of the 

piece, one of my favorites. Idly 

glancing down, I suddenly saw I 
was wearing a long, tubular, high- 

waisted dress of white broderie 
anglaise with a pink satin sash; on 

my feet were delicate kid leather 

button-up boots; my arms wore 
long white gloves and I was holding 

a white lace parasol. At the time the 

“I” that I know as myself wore dark 

slacks and a blouse.
The “I” that was so fancifully 

dressed lifted her arms and dis­
covered a straw hat piled high with 

flowers and a draped veil; what is 

more, this “I” was young, slender 

and blond, whereas I am dark of 
hair, nobody could call me other 

than well-rounded, and at the time I 

was past 60.
Moreover, looking around, I saw 

that I stood in a well-trimmed 

emerald green meadow; in the dis­

tance were typical fair booths, 
hoopla stalls and all the things 

associated with a country fair. Be­
side me an elderly gentleman, 

wearing top hat and morning dress, 

smilingly held out a pair of scissors.

I judged from the attire that the 
period was the early 1900’s and the 

“English” atmosphere of the place 

suggested Edwardian England. All 

around was an uncanny silence. I 

knew I was supposed to cut a ribbon 
and declare the fair open, but the 

man beside me never said a word 

and the booths, though full of color­
ful wares, were empty. 1 had the 

distinct certainty that I was beaut­
iful and had a right to be there, 

opening the fair.

Just as I was about to cut the 
ribbon I heard a woman’s voice on 

the other side of me say in a puzzled 

tone, “Hey, where have you been? 

Not here, that’s for sure.”

For a second the two “exis­
tences,” Edwardian England and 
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1983 Harare, seemed as if frozen in 

time, side by side. Then the open air 

scene faded and I replied, “I’ve been 

opening a country fair in Edwardian 

England.”

1 was quite awake. I know I did 

not fall asleep standing by the cab­

inet. I was conscious of every note 

of the music. 1 saw the spinning 

record and heard the birds singing 

outside my balcony in the “modem” 

time, while being fully conscious, in 

the “other” time, of the whole out­

door scene.

Strauss wrote his symphonic 

poem some time in the late 19th or 
early 20th Century. Could this 

period have been the trigger that 

brought about my experience? What­
ever it was, the event was extra­

ordinarily vivid, three-dimensional 

and personal. Olive remarked that 1 
had stood there with a smile, eyes 

wide open; at one time my hands 

had gone up to touch my face and 
hair as if feeling them in a most 

natural manner.

That eerie double exposure, at 
once pleasant and disconcerting, 

seemed to bear out the theory that 
the unconscious mind, existing as it 

seems to do outside the present, had 

delved into the past and presented 

another “me” to myself.—Harare, 

Zimbabwe.

THE WINNING NUMBERS 

By Janet E. Neuman 
\ bout two o’clock one morning 

xin September 1967, I awoke 

from a dream that seemed like 

reality. I reached over, tapped my 
husband and asked him to wake up 

to hear what 1 had to tell him.

I must stress that my husband 

and I are not gamblers or racetrack 

fans. I understood only what a 

“daily double” and a “win” ticket 

were, and that two dollars bought 

these bets. We had been to the 
Pompano Beach Raceway with 
friends on only two occasions.

When my husband sat up in bed I 

told him the following story of my 

dream, as well as I can recall the 

details:
“I am at the Pompano track and I 

have just watched the daily double 

and the six races.” I then named the 

winning numbers.

My husband wrote all the num­

bers down. We would have to wait 
to bet until December, he told me, 

since the racetrack did not open 

until then.
The day before the track opened, 

my husband suggested that I go to 

the track, by myself, and bet the 
numbers. I did.

All the horses won until the sixth 

race and that number lost by a 
photo finish.

As I have mentioned, I knew 

nothing about betting and my four- 

dollar bet — two on the daily double 

and two to win — brought me $806.
I have waited 21 years for my 

next number-dream — and it has 

never happened again.—Pompano 

Beach, Fla.



Life After Death 
in the
Tunnel

Tragic death 

didn’t stop 

the victim from visiting 

loved ones in three places 

at the same time.

By Andrew Mackenzie

R
eturning from a visit to his 

fiancée in the South Tyrol Moun­

tains, a young man died after a fall of 

rock crashed his car. His fate was 

indicated to three people in different 

places in ways which they could not 

comprehend at the time, but which 

were made tragically clear later. This 

account, based on an investigation by 

Italian researcher Graziella Piccinini, 

has no parallel in modem times.
On Sunday, May 4,1980, Johann 

Hofer, 26, had spent a happy evening 

in the pizzeria run by his fiancée 
Christine Saxer and her married sister 

Hilde in a small village in the Vai d’ 

Adige. Christine, 22, lived in another 

village nearby but was helping in the 

pizzeria during the busy season.

Christine tried to convince Johann 

to stay until midnight so that they could 

eat together when the pizzeria had 

closed, but he was impatient to leave. 

The journey home to Vai di Pennes 

(Mount of the Vai Sarentina) would 

take him about an hour and the rain that 

was falling would make the mountain 

roads more dangerous than usual he 

pointed out He insisted on leaving at 

11:00 PM

So Christine went to the car with 

him to say good-bye. Although they 

53
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were not yet married, they had a boy 

two years old.
Half an hour later Hilde went out of 

the door of the pizzeria and to her 
surprise saw Johann driving past He 

slowed down, smiled and waved. She 

waved back and watched the car as it 

disappeared round the bend toward 

Bolzano about 30 kilometers away. 

Hilde wondered what Johann had been 

doing in the past half hour. Possibly, 

she reasoned, he had met someone he 
knew and was delayed. She decided 

not to tell Christine that she had just 

seen Johann.

As it happened, Johann left at 11:05 

P.M. After passing through Bolzano, 

he drove toward his home in Vai 

Sarentina. The valley on the Bolzano 
side is a deep gorge cut by the Talvera 

torrents. The road, cut into the rock 

about halfway up the gorge, passes 

through a series of tunnels. The short 

stretches of road between one tunnel 

and another jut out from the rock.

Johann went through one tunnel 
after another. He entered the 13th, 

which is seven kilometers from 

Bolzano—a long straight tunnel at the 
end of which was only a few meters of 

road before the 14th tunnel began. This 
was a short artificial tunnel with a 

cement roof constructed to protect the 

road from snow or falls of rock. It was 

another 10 meters to the entrance to the 

15th tunnel where the road curved 

slightly to the right.
At this point an enormous slice of 

rock that had broken away from high 

up in the mountains came crashing 

down. Eighty meters of road was 

destroyed and the artificial tunnel col­

lapsed, flattening Johann and his car 

under a block of cement.

The time was 11:30 P.M., exactly 

when Hilde saw him driving past the 

pizzeria in his car, smiling and waving.
* • •

T
hat Sunday evening

Christine’s son was sleeping in 

her aunt’s house near the pizzeria in 

the same room as his grandmother 
Maria. The elderly woman woke up 

suddenly thinking someone had come 

into the room. For some minutes she 

heard the sound of footsteps as though 

someone were walking back and forth. 

Maria wanted to go to the pizzeria to 
fetch her daughters, but was too terri­

fied to move.

She stayed awake until after mid­

night when Christine and Hilde came 
home after closing the pizzeria. The 

found their mother still frightened, 

although the sounds had stopped. Maria 
explained that she thought someone 

had just died, possibly a relative of 

hers, such as an elderly sister who was 
ill. She could not imagine why the visit 

had not been directed at her, but rather 

at the small child who had slept through 
it all.

Maria had not looked at the clock 

when the phenomenon occurred, but 
estimated that it was around 11:30P.M.

• « •

WHEN JOHANN was killed, he 

was on his way to his father’s 

home on the mountain slopes of Passo 

Pennes where the last of the winter’s



LIFE AFTER DEATH IN THE 14TH TUNNEL 55

snow was melting, leaving the green 
pasture full of rhododendrons. Josef 

Hofer had gone to bed early. Suddenly 

he woke up, thinking he had heard 

Johann*  s car returning, recognizing the 

sound of his son’s parking in the yard. 

He was accustomed to the sound; his 

son worked in Bolzano and came home 

by car every evening. Thinking his son 

was back, Josef went back to sleep. He 

did not look at the time.

In the morning, however, the father 

realized his son’s car was not in the 

yard and his wife noticed that Johann’s 

bed was undisturbed. Josef, thinking 

about the noise he had heard the night 
before, immediately suggested to his 

wife that the sound had represented a 
cry for help.

A few telephone calls revealed that 

Johann had not sleptat Hilde’s and had 

not reported for work that morning. 
Josef traveled to Sarentino, the main 

village in the area, and shortly after 

arriving heard about the landslide of 
the previous night. The time at which 

it occurred corresponded only too well 

with the time Johann would have been 

traveling on that road.

Josef was determined to recover his 

son’s body. At the first inspection the 
Department of Road Maintenance 

absolutely excluded the possibility of 
clearing the road by removing the 

debris; there was a grave danger of 

further falls of rock. The technicians 

decided that the only solution would 
be to build a new tunnel through the 

mountain to join the 13th tunnel di­

rectly to the 15th, thus avoiding the 

area affected by the landslide.

Josef did not give up the struggle. 

He went down to Bolzano, taking the 

only passable road, an awkward, wind­

ing little road almost like a mule track. 

It took him finally to the site of the 

landslide. When Josef saw the mass of 

debris, he knew where the car was 

buried, a few meters from the begin­

ning of the landslide, and indicated the 

precise spot where the search must 

begin.
In the days that followed, Josef tried 

all possible means to get the debris 
cleared, but permission was refused. 

After he went through many channels, 

permission was finally granted, but 
only to remove a few meters of rock 

and concrete with a mechanical exca­
vator. A few minutes after work had 

started early one afternoon the crushed 

car was seen, exactly where Josef said 

it would be — at the beginning of the 

14th tunnel. He removed the body of 

his son from the car and later arranged 
a dignified funeral.

• * *

HOW DID Josef Hofer know the 

exact spot where his son’s car was 

buried? In vesti gator Grazie 11a Piccin­

ini said it was evident to her that no one 
could tell by just looking at the mass of 

debris where the car was buried. The 

place had already been examined by 

many people, in particular by techni­

cians who had to decide whether to 

excavate or not, but no one noticed 

anything that might indicate where the 

car was buried. Two relatives who 

were with Josef when he first visited 
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the landslide site confirmed to Piccin­

ini that his certainty about the location 
of the car was “purely intuition, to 

which he could give no plausible rea­

son.”

Piccinini had found no explanation 

for the touching struggle by the father 
to recover his son ’ s body other than the 

one given by him. He felt that his son's 

body was there. “I was not wrong, not 

even by a meter,” he told the investiga­

tor. “I do not know how this can 
happen; these thoughts are uncomfort­

able, but they come.”

The investigator traced the only 

person who had experienced the land­
slide and escaped. GeberhardG., who 

lives in Valdema, was going by car 
that evening to Vai Sarentina. As he 

entered the 14th tunnel he heard the 
rocks hurtling down, the back of his 

car being struck. He accelerated and 

managed to escape entering the 15th 
tunnel where he slowed down and 

looked back. Earlier he had noticed 
the headlights of another vehicle about 

100 meters behind him. The lights 

were no longer visible through the pile 
of rocks and rubble.

Piccinini was able to trace the driver 

coming from Bolzano who was proba­
bly the first to arrive at the site of the 

landslide. Albert R., of Sarentino, 

reached the site at 11:40 P.M. and 

found the road blocked immediately 

after the exit from the 13th tunnel. He 

noticed that the 14th tunnel, under 
which Johann's car was eventually 
found, had already collapsed. There­

fore, Piccinini reasoned, Johann must 

have arrived before this and was al­

ready buried under the landslide. No 

other motorist was reported missing 

that evening.
What intrigued Piccinini most was 

Hilde’s account of how she had seen 
her sister’s fiancé driving past in his 

car at a time when he was either dead 

or dying. In her interview with Hilde 

she tried to establish that the man she 
saw in the car definitely was Johann 

and not someone resembling him. 
Hilde based her conviction on three 

facts: she maintained she had seen and 

recognized the face of the young man 

and said that she could still see him 
smile; he had turned and waved to her, 

indicating that he had seen and recog­
nized her; and the car was unmistak­
ably his, being a gray, metallic Audi 

with distinctive colored stripes across 

the back of the window.
Piccinini went to the spot where 

Hilde saw Johann to check the light­

ing. It was not bright but sufficient for 
a person to recognize someone from a 

short distance. The road was eight 

meters wideandHilde,at the time, was 

standing on the pavement She said the 
car traveled by rather slowly and she 

had a good view of the driver.
When interviewed Christine said 

she was certain that Johann had left at 

11:05 P.M. In order to test the time 

Piccinini made the same journey by 

car to the landslide site on a Sunday 

evening. It took her 30 minutes when 
driving at a normal speed and she esti­

mated that a good driver who knew the 

road well could reduce this time by 
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as much as five minutes.

Hil.4e also confirmed the time 

Johann had left checking her watch 
and figuring that about half an hour 

had passed before she saw him driving 

past the pizzeria.
Hilde’sexperience mighthavebeen 

a crisis apparition in a hallucinated car, 

the one he usually drove. The action of 

the driver was not an automatic one; he 

smiled and waved acknowledging his 

fiancé*s  sister, the only person there at 

the time.
A hallucination, GJÍ.M. Tyrrell 

reminds us in his classic study Appari­

tions (1953), may consist not only of 

the apparition but of various appurte­
nances, such as a dog, stick, another 
person and even a carriage. What are 

called carriage or coach cases are rare 

in modem times, but they are still 
reported. A phantom car is what we 

would expect in modem times.

Piccinini said she was unable to 
determine any possible cause for the 

footsteps heard by Maria Saxer. She 

felt immediately that something ter­
rible was happening. Maria told her 

daughters that someone was dying 

before they or anybody knew about the 

tragedy.
As for the noise of the car heard by 

Johann’s father, he knew exactly the 

sound of his son’s car. No other 
member of the family had come home 

by car that evening. It was most un­
likely, Piccinini considered, that the 
sound heard was that of another car 

since the house was off the main road 

on a small road.

WHAT IS so unusual about this 
case is that it concerns three 

separate happenings involving the 

death of one individual. Each occurs at 

the same time but in a different place. 

Presumably, apparitions and the way 
they manifest themselves are not bound 
by the laws of the physical world. 

Tbere is no reason, the eminent British 

researcher Mrs. E.M. Sidgwick has 

argued, why a ghost cannot be at two 

different places at the same time as 
depicted in this instance.

All names in this case have been 

changed. The case was selected from 
a survey of spontaneous cases between 
1979 and 1981 in South Tyrol in the 

extreme north of Italy by Piccinini, 
wife of G.M. Rinaldi, well-known 

Italian parapsychologist Piccinini 

separately interviewed no fewer than 
nine persons more or less involved, 

including the three principal witnesses, 

within three to five weeks of the trag­

edy. The case, therefore, has high 
evidential value.

Interviews were conducted in 

Bolzano and in some small villages in 
the mountains. Piccinini went from 

door-to-door introducing herself as a 

journalist or a psychologist. The main 
interest of the researchers was in death 
coincidences, so the first question she 

asked the informant was whether he or 

she had had any strange experience at 
the time of the death of a family 

member, relative or friend. Over 1000 
persons were interviewed and 961 cases 

collected. None was more astonishing 

than the one revealed here.



Heavy objects can’t ftoat into the air on their own

— but what if they do anyway? 
By Wanda Sne Parrott

THE WHOLE THING began dur­
ing World War П when I was just 

a little girl living in a middle-class 
neighborhood in Alhambra, Calif. My 

parents were the air raid wardens for 

our block. It was their duty to assure 

that all our neighbors’ windows were 

covered with heavy drapes which didn’t 

allow any light to show so that, in the 
event enemy planes managed to fly 

over Los Angeles, all would appear 

dark.

One of our neighbors was a retired 

school principal who had never mar­

ried. Myrtle Cora James,*  as I will call 
her here, was a pillar of the commu­

nity. She wore her silver hair in a prim 

bun atop her head and on her feet were 

low-heeled dark shoes which laced up 

clear to her ankles.
Miss James softened her severe look

•Pseudonym. Real name an file it Fats’» editorial 
office. 
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with a bit of lace at the collar. She 

always wore dark dresses with long 

skirts which flared in a bias cut around 

her calves. She frequently wore a 

white baker’s apron because she loved 

to cook. Homemade candy was her 
specialty and she taught me how to pull 

taffy without getting long sweet strings 

of sticky goop on her oriental carpets. 

She also taught me to make jawbreaker 

strength rock candy by boiling sugar 

until it crystallized into lumps.
During the war sugar was rationed. 

Miss James’ home, therefore, was like 

an alchemists’ laboratory to little girls 

who never dared question Miss James 

about whether she stocked her larder 

with black-market supplies. In those 

days schoolteachers had to be 

circumspect, and principals — even 
retired ones — were just a cut below 

angels in the social hierarchy of that 

era.
If she hadn’t been endowed with a 

dimpled smile and sparkling eyes, I 
might have feared this tall woman 

whose erect body emanated an aura of 

quiet authority.

But because she was kind, people 

liked Miss James. My parents liked 

her well enough to allow me to stay all 
night in her home, where her young 

niece Carla was living with Miss James. 

My young friend’s mother was away 

working in an aircraft factory.

I loved staying with Miss James 

because I got to sleep in a high four- 
poster bed with crisp cool sheets which 

were fancily embroidered with hand- 

fashioned lace. She served chilled red 

grape juice which looked like blood 

and tasted divine. The house, whose 

windows were covered with heavy 

maroon velvet drapes, was furnished 
with late Victorian pieces — heavy 

mahogany chairs and sofas richly 
covered with tapestry scenes, such as 

knights in armor battling with swords, 

or bouquets of multicolored roses 

exquisitely lifelike in petit point

The rooms were lighted by tall 

candles set strategically in comers so 
that a multitude of shadows seemed to 

come to life, appearing to move about 

the rooms like comfortable houseguests 
in slippers.

• * *

О INCE MY parents never asked what 
ОI did when I spent the night with 

Carla and Miss James, I never told 

them. Instinctively I knew they would 

not approve of the goings-on. Nor, I 
felt, would they have believed it

But I knew what I saw. I knew 

because I was part of a special small 
circle of women who gathered in se­

crecy and silence to hold parlor se­

ances. Miss James’ friends ranged 
from 70 to approximately 95 years of 

age. All were widowed or old maids. 

All, except for Carla and me, had white 

hair and everyone liked to drink the 

thick red grape juice before forming 

their circle.

After the refreshments had been 

passed, everyone would become still. 
An astounding sense of quiet — al­

most like a cool presence that could be 
felt — entered into our midst We — 

or at least I — couldn’t see anything 
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unusual, nor did it give me any cause 
for alarm when I felt a change in my 

own internal energy, as if something 

had entered into me or I had entered 
into something not quite of this world 

and yet in it.
Pretty soon Miss James would 

announce that we were ready to get 

started. We would then sit in a circle 

around a table. Usually there were 
between four and six of us, sometimes 

as many as eight, and always strictly 

females were present. Miss James led 

us through a ritual.

“Place your hands on top of the 
table, fingers lightly touching the sur­

face, palms down,” she would say.

All hands would take their places.

“Spread out your hands so your 
little fingers lightly touch the person’s 

next to yours on either side.”

A few moments would pass while 

we placed our hands in the proper 
position.

“Place your own thumbs directly in 

front of you so the tips of your thumbs 

are slightly touching each other. Be 

sure they are directly in front of you 
and not off to one side.”

After more shuffling of our hands, 

we were ready to begin.

Miss James, who had told me we 

were playing a game called “up table,” 

then began talking but in a very differ­

ent tone. It was as if she were not 

looking at us but instead gazing at 

something that we couldn’t see. “We 
will be asking some questions,” she 

continued in that strange voice. “If the 

answer is yes, the table will tap once. If 

the answer is no, it will tap twice.”

The instructions having been given, 

Miss James now had us close our eyes, 

take a few deep breaths and relax. She 

intoned some vague words dealing with 

protection being around our circle and 
our purpose being solely for goodness 

and love.

The older women then chanted 

something like “amun, amun, amun” 

or perhaps it was a series of “amens” 

strung together. We were then told to 
open our eyes so the action could begin.

“I will start with the first question,” 

said the leader, and Miss James would 

ask in a slightly thickened voice, “Is 

there anybody with us?”
Something like a slight tremor 

would run through the tabletop, mak­
ing my fingertips vibrate with slight 

tingles which felt warm, even hot

No one spoke but several pairs of 
bright eyes would look around to see if 

all hands were where they should be- 

in full view. Then the table would give 
a shake, almost as if it were trying to 

snort, the way a bull in the ring snorts 

and paws the ground moments before 

attacking the matador. Next would 
come a crackling or groaning sound, 

almost inaudible, and the table would 
begin to rise.

First one leg would come off the 

floor. Next, the second leg would 

slowly come up and, finally, the table 

was standing upright on one leg. 
Sometimes it would only rise slightly; 

other times it became so elevated that 

everyone had to stand to keep her hands 
in place.
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As this excitement was taking place, 

Miss James would say, “Up table, up 

table,” the way a pet owner would talk 

to a dog which was being urged to beg 
for a treat. “Good table,” she would 

murmur, adding, “Just a little more. 

You can do it”

Once the table was ready to play its 
part, questions would be taken from 

the floor. One dowager might ask, “Is 
America winning the war?” and the 

table would bang once or twice. 
Another threw in, “Will the war end 

this year?” Eventually the questioning 

came around to the horse races. Ap­

parently the women’s concern was not 
wholly spiritual; they pooled their 

money and bet the horses through a 

bookie, splitting any winnings they 

made.
The table was told to tap out the 

numbers of the horses that would win 

the first, second or third races at differ­

ent tracks. Sometimes the table would 

tap one time or perhaps eight times. 
These “tips” were then discussed after 

the session was ended and the group 

agreed on the bets to be placed through 

the neighborhood bookie, a nervous 
little man with a pug nose and cauli­

flower ears. Carla and I were excused 

from betting. I believe that a few extra 

hands aided in bringing about better 

results in the table-raising experiments 

and we were handy helpers in the sur­

reptitious — and illegal — sessions. 

Gambling in the home, even penny- 
ante poker, was strictly forbidden by 

law. So at age eight I learned to keep 

my lips sealed. Carla was 10.

Most often we sat at a card table. 

But one night, when a larger-than- 

normal group had assembled in Miss 
James’ home, she thought we should 

form our circle around her dining room 

table. No one, especially not Miss 
James, expected what happened.

After the preliminary preparations 

had been completed, we were ready to 
begin asking questions, when suddenly, 

quite without warning, the table rose as 

if by its own volition. But it wasn’t 

balanced on one leg, nor could we keep 

our hands in position,because the heavy 
mahogany table levitated. It rose off 

the floor and over our heads and re­

mained suspended for a few moments 

just below the ceiling. Then, like a 
graceful glider coming to earth, it 

settled down in the comer.
The table was so heavy that all of us 

joined hands to drag it back into its 

place beneath the crystal chandelier.
* • *

WE NEVER held another circle 
after that. The war ended, my 

family moved away and I forgot about 

levitation until, in 1963, it happened 

again. But this time it wasn’t a mere 

material object that defied gravity. I 

rose up, just as a helium-filled balloon 

ascends above the earth and comes 

back down when its string is pulled.
The day of my levitation, Friday, 

September 13, 1963, was special. In 

the final stages of pregnancy, I was on 

my last day as a member of a team 

writing I.Q. tests in Monterey, Calif.

I left work at noon and came home 

to our lovely little wooden cottage 
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whose large paned-glass window 

looked out on a garden which was 

ablaze with colors. The magenta 

fuchias, orange nasturtiums, honey­

suckle and red roses seemed to be 

pulsing with almost neonlike light. A 
summer storm had blown in from the 

sea, spraying the Monterey Peninsula 

with rain that glistened like jewels in 

the garden that soon was illumined 

with rays of sunshine.

I stepped outside and was standing 
in the lane that ran down to the main 

street. I was just taking in the beauty of 

the moment. I forgot temporarily the 

physical discomfort my swollen abdo­

men brought. Then, suddenly, all 

physical sensation was suspended. I 
started to rise, ever so slowly, until I 

was about six feet above the ground. 

All my faculties were intact. Below 

me was the garden. Nearby were the

ООО
HEADHUNTERS AND HALLUCINOGENS

T
By Richard R. Jones

HE JIVARO of Ecuador, famous 
for their shrunken heads, called

tsantsa, use hallucinogenic drugs for
a variety of purposes, including the 
discipline of their children, according 
to anthropologist Michael J. Hamer, 
author of The Jivaro People of the 
Sacred Waterfalls.

A Jivaro baby receives tsentsema, 
a mild hallucinogen, when only a few 
days old. It is believed the visions 
produced by the drug will give the 
child supernatural power and help it 
to survive. An older child who is dis­

eaves of the house. I could have touched 

them if I had been a little closer.

Realizing I was airborne, I pinched 

my arm. Ouch. It hurt

At about that time my husband came 

home. I watched him enter the house 

through the back door. He must have 
looked for me in the house and, not 

finding me, came to the window to 

look into the garden.

After a few seconds he turned his 

eyes upward. His gaze met mine si­
lently. His eyes widened, a look of 

shock came onto his face and some­

thing like an electric current ran through 

my body. I descended rapidly, landing 
on both feet.

With the return of normal sensa­

tion, I knew my baby was about to 

arrive. Our son Ted was bom within 

24 hours, weighing in at nine pounds. 

I’ve been earthbound ever since.

respectful to parents may be given a 
strong drug called maikua. The object 
is to allow the child to see the “real 
world” and team from the spirits and 
powers the error in showing disrespect 
to one’s elders.

Maikua is also given to six-year- 
old boys who, with the aid of their 
fathers, are searching for their souls. 
The Jivaro believe people are bom 
without arutam (souls) and must ac­
quire them by going on a search for a 
soul in the unseen world with the aid 
of drugs.



The creator of Sherlock 

Holmes spent the last years 

of his life trying to solve 

the ultimate mystery: 

life after death.

By Martin Ebon

SIR ARTHUR Conan Doyle, crea­

tor of the Sherlock Holmes detec­

tive stories, was a Victorian gentle­

man. Once, when his son Adrian spoke 

of a lady of their acquaintance as “ugly,” 

Sir Arthur slapped his face and said, 

“Remember, no woman is ugly.” That 

may not have been entirely realistic, 

but it tells us a good deal about Conan 

Doyle — about his standards, his 

mindset, his style, his manners and his 

attitude toward others.
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He was, in the most literal sense of 

the word, a gentle man—at least most 

of the time. He believed in a world that 

was orderly — от, if it wasn’t, should 

be. The lasting and universal appeal of 

his Sherlock Holmes stories is their 
underlying assurance that an orderly 

mind can defeat the chaos that finds its 

ultimate expression in crime, that the 

deductive process can solve the puzzles 

of life — that, ultimately, the human 

mind is capable of dealing with the 
seeminganarchyofeverydayexistence 

and that an ever-advancing science is 

the key to human progress.
A century ago, in 1888, the first 

Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet, was 

published. Doyle actually produced 
only nine Holmes books, including 

collections of short stories. But be­
tween 1918 and 1930 he wrote 10 

books devoted to psychic phenomena, 

including his two-volume History of 

Spiritualism. The titles of his other 

books in thisfieldare77ieWew/feve/a- 

tion, Vital Message, The Wanderings 

of a Spiritualist, The Coming of the 

Fairies, Our American Adventure, Our 

Second American Adventure, Phineas 

Speaks, Our African Winter and The 

Edge of the Unknown.
It is unlikely that he would have 

found a wide reading public for his 

books on psychical research and Spiri­

tualism if he had not achieved an 

enormous following for his Holmes 

stories. His popularity as a writer of 

detective fiction was enhanced by the 

man’s energy, range of interests and 

personal vitality.

Much of his effort, in research and 
writing, was devoted to historical fic­

tion. In all he published 13 novels, 

now largely forgotten, ranging from 

Micah Clarke (1889) to The Maracot 

Deep (1929), a science-fiction tale. 
There were also 10 collections of 

general short stories, three volumes of 

poetry and two works of history; one of 
these dealt with the Boer War in South 

Africa and helped bring him knight­

hood in 1902. And finally there were 
three books that literary historians 

categorize as autobiographical and 
belles lettres.

Several of Doyle’s works have been 

transformed into stage plays and over 

the decades Sherlock Holmes has fig­

ured in films and television shows.
♦ ♦ ♦

BUT WHAT really mattered to

Doyle, during the last 15 years of 

life, was communication with the dead 

through seances with mediums — in 

other words, Spiritualism. And one 

reason this man’s ultimately total ab­

sorption with this work should matter 

to us is that Doyle was about as far 

removed from the image of the lonely 

individual in need of contact with 

another world as could possibly be 
imagined. Sir Arthur summarized his 

life extremely well when he wrote in 

Memoirs and Adventures:

I have had a life which, for variety and 
romance, could, I think, hardly be exceeded. 
I have known what it was to be a poor man, 
and I have known what it was to be fairly 
affluent. I have sampled every kind of
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human experience. I have known many of 
the most remarkable men of my time. I 
have had a long literary career, after a 
medical training which gave me the M.D. 
in Edinburgh. I have tried my hand at very 
many sports, including boxing, cricket, 
billiards, motoring, football, aeronautics 
and ski-ing, having been the first to intro­
duce the latter for long journeys to Switzer­
land. I have traveled as Doctor for a whaler 
for seven months in the Arctic, and after­
wards on the West Coast of Africa. I have 
seen something of three wars.... Finally, 
I have been constrained to devote my latter 
years to telling the world the final results of 
thirty-six years’ study of the occult, and in 
endeavouring to make it realize the over­
whelming importance of the question.

These words were published in 

1924. Doyle devoted still another half­

dozen years to his Spiritualistic cru­

sade. He diedin 1930, at the age of 71. 

His life had linked the 19th and 20th 

Centuries. The quest for an under­

standing of life after death is as vivid 

today as it was when Spiritualistic 

phenomena first alerted the world, 

beginning in Hydesville, N. Y., in 1848, 

when the Fox sisters, Margaret and 

Kate, appeared to be the instruments of 

contact with the spirit world.

In his last book, The Edge of the 

Unknown, Doyle narrates the fame and 

notoriety that enveloped the Fox sis­

ters throughout their lives. No one 

should assume that Doyle was unaware 

of what he called the “danger of blindly 

following alleged spirit guidance.” He 

recalled that shortly after the Hydesville 

phenomena became a public sensa­
tion, a man mysteriously disappeared 

from nearby Rochester. Doyle wrote:

An enthusiastic Spiritualist had mes­
sages by raps which announced a murder. 
The canal was dragged, and the wife of the 
missing man was actually ordered to enter 
the canal, which nearly cost her her life. 
Some months later, the absentee returned, 
having fled to Canada to avoid a writ for 
debt. This, as may well be imagined, was 
a blow to the young cult.

* * *

IT IS almost commonplace that deep 

interest in psychic phenomena is 

based on one or several striking per­

sonal experiences. These can range 

from an experience in crisis telepathy 

to the appearance of an apparition. Or 

they may concern a precogniti ve hunch 
ordream. A particularly moving and 

therefore convincing seance-room 

encounter, seemingly with a relative or 

friend who has passed into the next 
dimension, may result in a life-long 

involvement with Spiritualism, medi­

ums and seances.

While it is true that Doyle’s major 

dedication to Spiritualism took place 

during World War I, with its millions 

of deaths on the battlefield, including 

the deaths of close family members, he 

was never specific about the event that 

prompted his virtually messianic de­

votion to his chosen cause.
Mercy Phillimore of the London 

Spiritualist Alliance introduced Doyle 

to several mediums. She claimed that 

in 1916, when he was 60 years old, 

Doyle received what she called that 

“final bit of evidence he needed to 

Continued on page 68



After 30 years of advancii 
being we have a pre

Our secret, underground 
church of mystics has been ru­
mored to exist for some time. 
Now we are emerging to 
revolutionize all concepts of 
Christianity and reveal the 
lost teachings of Christ.

The old churches worship Jesus the 
man. Our deciphering of Biblical 
scripture and the Dead Sea Scrolls of the 

Essenes of Israel, of which Jesus was 
master rabban, clearly shows that the 
Essenes possessed the secrets of 
unleashing nuclear energy locked up 
within the brain, nervous system and 
electromagnetic force fields enveloping 
the human organism. In reality, Jesus 
and His disciples were the original 
atomic physicists who were able to rise 
above ordinary men by understanding 
the quintessential nature of matter, and 
the interrelationship among energy 
frequencies. His teachings were applied 
by His disciples before they were 
exterminated by civil and religious au­
thorities.

These 5 monumental volumes are the 
most important texts to appear in this 
century. Science and religion are 
bridged. Space/time/mass/energy are 
shown to be secondary qualities that can

I

Í

1

Gene Savoy, 

distinguished 
author, 

explorer, 

educator, 

astounded 

archaeologists 

(1964-85) by

discovering 42 stone cities in 

Peru, thereby proving existence of 
unsuspected, ancient civilizations.

He disproved the theory of 

America's pre-Columbian 

isolation from Asia and Europe 

and demonstrated contact between 
Solar Priesthoods of the Americas 
and Asia.

His revolutionary books 

describe transformative techniques 
deciphered from temple glyphs.

НКЖТХ
be manipulated by information commu­
nicated at superluminal speeds by a 
nuclear mind nurtured on cosmic/solar 
energies of worlds beyond matter.

A secret process, lost to the world for 
centuries, is being taught in our private 
university by licensed, ordained 
teachers. Our books explain how the 
process works.
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THE ENIGMA OF SIR ARTHUR 
CONAN DOYLE 

Continued from page 65

satisfy his analytical reservation” about 

Spiritualistic evidence. But even she 

acknowledged that “like the majority 
of thoughtful people, when they first 

come in contact with mediumship, he 
suspected that fraud, either conscious 

or unconscious, must account for such 

unusual experiences.”
One of Doyle’s biographers, the 

mystery writer John Dickson Carr, said 

that Doyle received a message from 
the spirit of his wife’s brother, Mal­

colm Leckie, who had died in battle on 

August 23,1914, that finally broke the 
dam of doubt. Carr wrote, “It was 

reminiscence or reminder so intimately 

personal that it could have been known 
to no person in the world except to 

Malcolm Leckie and himself. In it he 

found the objective proof which he had 

been seeking for nearly thirty years.”
Scholars have traced only one fairly 

specific reference to this event. Dur­

ing a lecture in Australia, reported in 
the Sydney Morning Herald in 1920, 

Doyle revealed that the crucial mes­

sage came through the automatic writ­
ing of a family friend, Lily Loder- 
Symonds. Lily was a close friend of 

Etoyle’s wife, the former Jean Leckie, 

who had earlier developed mediumis- 

tic writing. In fact, Lily had been a 

bridesmaid at the Doyles’ wedding. 
Three of her own brothers had died in 

battle.

She started to write automatic 

messages which seemed to come from 

the spirits of her brothers. They de­

scribed battle conditions that were 
common knowledge and Sir Arthur 

was not at first much impressed. But 

when she wrote as if her hand were 

controlled by the spirit of Doyle’s 
brother-in-law Malcolm, Sir Arthur 

was instantly alert. He asked questions 
of the alleged communicating entity. 

When he asked for details of a personal 

conversation he had had with Mal­

colm, the reply astonished him. It 
broke down whatever wall of doubt 

Doyle had maintained up to that 

moment.
* * •

PSYCHICAL researchers, includ­
ing critical-minded Spiritualists, 

would assume that such information, 
being part of Sir Arthur’s own mem­

ory, could prove telepathy, at least as 
much as Leckie’s survival after death. 

But while Spiritualistic proof of the 

afterlife had been part of Doyle’s life­
time fascination, he expressed skepti­

cism as late as September 1915. At 
thattime \he InternationalPsychic Ga­

zette asked him, “What would you say 

to those in grief? How would you 

help?” His reply was cautious: “I fear 

I can say nothing worth saying. Time 
is the only healer.” Butafter the Leckie 

message, he wrote in the November 
1916 issue of Light:

In spite of occasional fraud and wild 
imaginings, there remains a solid core of 
this whole spiritual movement which is 
infinitely nearer to positive proof than any 
other religious development with which I 
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am acquainted. . . . We have reached a 
point where further proof is superfluous, 
and where the weight of disproof lies upon 
those who deny.

We should see his reaction in full 

context. Ever since his break with 

religious traditions, as a young man, 
Doyle had sought to find a rational, 

scientific, provable basis for the con­
cept of human immortality. By 1916 

Britain was in the midst of a severe 

crisis of national and individual emo­

tions, as death hit family after family 
like an epidemic. The Doyle house­
hold caught between mourning the dead 

and hoping for an afterlife, was perme­
ated with the feeling and the desire that 

the spirits of loved ones were seeking 

to communicate, to prove their contin­
ued existence and to reassure the be­

reaved family members.
Doyle wrote in his History of Spiri­

tualism that the “sight of the world 

which was distraught with sorrow” and 

which was eagerly seeking his “help 
and knowledge” did “certainly affect” 

him deeply and caused him to con­
clude that his psychic studies “could 

no longer be regarded as a mere intel­

lectual hobby or a fascinating pursuit 

of a novel research.” Clearly he felt 

that his own prominence placed a re­
sponsibility on him: to state openly 

what he had concluded. To say that he 

saw himself as a chosen missionary for 

the cause of Spiritualism is neither an 

exaggeration nor a criticism.

Doyle regarded Spiritualism as a 

sort of “applied religion,” as a merger 

of traditional religious ideas with sci­

entific method. This was the original 

aim of the founders of the Society of 

Psychical Research, men and women 
who had been shaken by Charles 

Darwin’sconceptsof evolution, caught 
up in the industrial revolution and its 

scientific advances, and eager to seek 

a common ground between religious 

tradition and modem science.
* * *

A RTHUR CONAN Doyle was bom 
xxinEdinburgh, Scotland,on May 

22,1859,anditwas there,atEdinburgh 
University, that he went to study 

medicine in 1877. He studied under a 

man whom he would later use as a 
medical model for Sherlock Holmes: 

surgeon Joseph Bell, who delighted in 
guessing a patient’s background and 

occupation from his anatomy, dress 

and mannerisms. Once, during a sur­

gical demonstration, Dr. Bell asked his 
students for questions. Doyle called 

down, “Does that body have a soul in 
it?” Bell’s reply, reflecting a rather 

primitive materialism, was, “Just look 
at it! Is there room?”

While today the University of Ed­

inburgh is world-renowned for its high 

standards and as a pioneer in medical 

psychology, Doyle saw it as a cold 
academic factory. The city itself, like 

London in those days, was in many 

parts an unhygienic slum, with ram­

pant disease, drunkenness and crime.
After two sea voyages which took 

him to the Arctic and to the West 

African coast, Doyle set up a medical 

practice in the town of Southsea. There 
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he attended his first seances, although 

he found them disappointing. Later, in 

the home of astronomer-mathemati­

cian Maj. Gen. Alfred Wilkes Drayson, 

Doyle was exposed to more dramatic 

seance-room phenomena, in the pres­
ence of several local mediums. At 

Southsea, Doyle met his future wife, 

Louise, sister of Jack Hawkins, a pa­
tient who had died of cerebral menin­

gitis and in whom Doyle had taken a 

deep interest. They were married in a 
quiet Protestant ceremony on August 

6,1885. Arthur was then 26 years old.

At one point Doyle had hoped to 
specialize in ophthamology but his 

office did not attract a single patient. 
At another point, and typical of his 

enthusiasm for new causes, he rushed 

off to Berlin, where a quick cure for 

tuberculosis had been publicized. But 
it turned out to be a false alarm. Tragi­

cally, Doyle’s wife Louise died in 1906 

of tuberculosis after years of illness.

The outwardly-rugged Arthur 

shared her suffering. These years 
severely taxed his emotional and moral 

strength. Work — writing — was his 
major refuge. During this period much 

of his fiction contained elements of 

horror, often mixing the themes of 

sexuality and death in a macabre 

manner. One story had a man lured to 

his death by the image of a seductive 

ghost hovering above the waters. 

Another story featured an Egyptian 

mummy and her reincarnated lover.
A year after Louise’s death, Doyle 

married Jean Leckie. Like Louise, 

Jean at first did not take much interest 

in Sir Arthur’s fascination with the 

occult. But the war years brought a 

merging of their interests and Jean 

developed automatic writing, and 

eventually there was a good deal of 

that type of mediumship going on in 
the Doyle household.

Like the Ouija board, automatic 

writing is a highly controversial aspect 

of alleged spirit comm unication. Doyle 

himself wrote at one point, “Auto­

matic writing should always be re­
garded with suspicion, for it is so easy 

to deceive oneself. How can one tell 

that she is not unconsciously dramatiz­
ing strands of her own personality?” 

Perhaps the most dramatic incident in 

this field occurred in 1922, when the 
Doyles visited the United States. They 

were staying at the Ambassador Hotel 

in Atlantic City, as was Harry Houdini.
• • *

THE RELATIONSHIP between the 

literary giant Conan Doyle and the 

master illusionist Houdini was and 

remains a story of intriguing 

contradictions. Both men, in their own 

way, inevitably were narcissistic. I use 

this term in a merely descriptive sense. 

They were adored by the masses. They 

were rich. They were number one in 
their professions — and they had a 

genuine admiration and liking for each 

other. Both were intrigued by claims 

for life after death. Houdini had been 

deeply attached to his mother. After 

her death he tried to contact her 
through mediums, was unsuccessful, 

encountered fraud and turned from a 

skeptic into a noisy, publicity-seeking 
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lebunker of mediums.

Like all serious Spiritualists and 

>sychical researchers, Doyle was also 

ippalled by mediumistic fraud. But he 

vas inclined to be tolerant, while 

ioudini could be destructively skepti- 
:al. Nevertheless both men were 

knowledgeable and endlessly curious 

ibout life after death. Their affection 

or each other is well illustrated in the 
etters they exchanged. In 1932 these 

vere compiled and annotated in Houd- 

m and Conan Doyle: The Story of a 

strange Friendship, jointly prepared 

>y Bernard Ernst, a leading personal­

ty in the Society of American Magi- 

:ians, and Hereward Carrington, psy­

chical researcher and author.
In an obviously felt and genuine 

effort to persuade Houdini of the real­

ty of spirit communication, Lady 

Ctoyle sat down with her husband and 
Houdini in an Atlantic City hotel room, 

о obtain automatic writing from 

Houdini’s mother. For all his doubts 
Houdini was clearly keyed up. Soon 

Lady Doyle began covering page after 

page in very rapid pencil writings, 

apparently outbursts of devotion, con­

cern and enthusiasm from Houdini’s 

mother. Sir Arthur passed page after 

page on to Houdini as if he were tear­

ing sheets off a teletype machine. The 
writings were at times halting, as if 

choked by emotion, and at other times 

pouring out rapidly.

Houdini appeared to be impressed. 

Yet later on he said that the messages 
had contained nothing that might not 

have come from the unconscious of 

Lady Doyle. Whether he actually ever 

said that he had “debunked” Lady 

Doyle is in dispute. The fact is that the 

dramatic event cooled their relations 

substantially.

The wound healed somewhat and 
after Houdini’s death in 1926, Doyle 

and Houdini’s widow were in close 

contact To the very end Doyle as­

serted that Houdini could not have 

done all his remarkable feats of stage 
conjuring without the use of psychic 

powers. He wrote in The Edge of the 

Unknown, “Is it possible for a man to 

be a very powerful medium all his life, 

to use that power continually, and yet 

never to realize that the gifts he is using 
are those which the world calls medi­

umship? If that be indeed possible, 

then we have a solution of the Houdini 
enigma.”

»»*

IT IS truly difficult to find fault with 

much of Doyle’s defense of seem­

ingly firaudulentor unconsciously-mis­
leading mediums. Being utterly 

straightforward himself, he seemed 

incapable of assuming that others 

would use bereavement and life be­
yond death for illicit gain or fame. As 

years went by, Doyle became more 
dogmatic and, at times, gullible.

In 1917 two young girls, Elsie 

Wright and Frances Griffiths, produced 

photographs of what they said were 

fairies in the woodlands. Doyle subse­

quently published a book, The Coming 
of the Fairies, around these pictures. 

Although he endorsed the photographs 

as authentic, Doyle allowed for the 
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possibility that they could be fraudu­

lent — as over 60 years later the pho­

tographers would confess they were.
There used to be a saying that went, 

“Oh, that my adversary had written a 

book!” The implication is, of course, 

that something can always be found, in 
or out of context, to make an author 

look foolish or find one or several 

contradictions. This can be done, 
amply, with Conan Doyle. But a more 

objective and fair selection simply 

shows that Doyle originally had seri­

ous doubts about seance-room phe­

nomena but that he sincerely felt that 
successive experiences provided to­

tally convincing proof of life after 

death.

It may have been General Drayson 
who introduced him to a book, Remi­

niscences of Judge Edmunds, dealing 

with the contact an American judge 

had with his wife after death. Doyle 
recalled later, “I read the book with 

interest and absolute skepticism. It 

seemed to be an example of how a 

hard, practical man might have a weak 

side to his brain, as it were, against the 
plain facts of life with which he had to 

deal.” Andinhisbook77ie№wReve- 

lation he candidly wrote, “When I 
regarded Spiritualism as a vulgar delu­

sion of the uneducated, I could afford 

to look down upon it; but when it was 

endorsed by Crookes, whom I knew to 

be the most rising British chemist, by 

Wallace, who was the rival of Darwin, 
and by Flammarion, the best known of 

the astronomers, I could not afford to 

dismiss it.”

Sir William Crookes (1832-1919), 

discoverer of the element thallium, was 

a pioneer in radioactive research. 
Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913), 

whose research did, in fact, rival that of 

Darwin, was an enthusiastic Spiritual­

ist And the French astronomer  Camille 

Flammarion (1842-1925), who often 

studied the stars during balloon trips, 

was interested in just about everything 

from life on Mars to physical medium­

ship. Doyle met another prominent 
scientist and Spiritualist, Oli ver Lodge 

(1851-1940), while both men were 
waiting to be knighted by the Queen; 

needless to say, they had a most ani­

mated conversation.
Foltowing World War I, Doyle’s 

missionary travels took him across the 

United States, to France (where Paris 
audiences overflowed and antagonists 

came to Mows) and to Australia. 
Despite this taxing schedule he kept on 

writing. The new books described 

these trips, his encounters with medi­
ums, and much of the correspondence 

his lectures created, in fascinating 

detail. He defied doctors who urged 

him to slow down. After quarreling 

with the Society for Psychical Re­

search, he resigned from it in 1930. 

Drained, exhausted, he died that year, 

on July 7.
In his futuristic writings he had 

anticipated such developments as tele­

vision and nuclear energy. Yet Doyle 

emotionally remained a child of the 

19th Century, a century that believed 

scientific proof might replace faith. 

“Reason,” he once said, “is the highest
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;ift we got; and we must use it”

Still, Doyle ultimately replaced one 

aith with another. He tackled the 

ipiritual dilemma of his life and of his 

generation with courage, persistence 

md dignity. Deep down his dilemma 

remains our own. If we have learned 

anything in the last 100 years, it is that 
faith and science, like mind and soul, 

live together within us—notin rivalry 

but in the harmony that is essential to a 

serene human existence.

NO PARANORMAL POWERS FOR THE U.S. ARMY 
By George W. Earley

R YEARS rumors and allega- They askedF tions existed that the U.S. govern­
ment has been funding research into 
parapsychology.

Variou*  writers claimed that 
America, concerned over Soviet stud­
ies of paranormal powers, was fund­
ing large-scale studies of its own. The 
missile gap, some writers felt, has 
been superceded by the mental muscle 
gap. See such books as Mind Wars by 
Ronald M. McRae and Psychic War­
fare: Threat or Illusion? by Martin 
Ebon.

But proof of government investi­
gations of the paranormal has been 
notably lacking, and skeptics, par­
ticularly the nay-sayers of CSICOP 
(Committee for the Scientific Investi­
gations of Claims of the Paranormal), 
have loudly asserted that our govern­
ment was not conducting any such 
studies.

It now seems, at least to judge by a 
recent item in Design News maga­
zine, that both sides in this dispute 
were right..and wrong.

The Pentagon does read science 
fiction and has wondered if such para­
normal powers as extrasensory per­
ception, telepathy and psychokenesis 
could be used for spying, sabotage 
and other covert military operations. 

the National Research 
Council to study the matter.

The NRC spent three years on their 
study but their findings are not par­
ticularly encouraging for parapsy­
chologists.

According to Design News, the 
NRC found that “sleep learning, 
mental practice of motor skills, and 
some parts of accelerated learning 
programs deserve further study. But 
no acceptable evidence supports at­
tempts to integrate activity from the 
left and right brain hemispheres, or to 
influence beliefs and behav ior through 
neurolinguistic programming. Also 
rejected are parapsychological tech­
niques, including ESP and “mind- 
over-matter” attempts. Biofeedback 
does reduce muscle tension, but does 
not significantly reduce stress."

Experimental psychologist JohnA. 
Swets, who headed the 14-member 
NRC committee, told Design News 
that, “As a bottom line, there are 
probably no easy ways or quick fixes 
for helping people perform more 
effectively.”

So it would appear that neither 
thinking nor wishing will make it 
so...at least not unless it is 
accompanied by plain old-fashioned 
hard work.



Prophetic 
Dreams

of the Far

Dreams that come true ■ ■■■=:

many years afterward suggest

that major events in our lives

are pre-planned in psychic ‘blueprints."

By Alan Vaughan

TTOW FAR in time are we able to 
lldream about our personal futures? 

Since 19681 have been recording my 

dreams to answer that question.

My research project began when I 

was studying at the Institute for Border 

Areas of Psychology and Mental Heal th 
in Freiburg, Germany. The institute’s 

director, Hans Bender, introduced me 

to Christine Mylius, an actress who 

had been filing her recorded dreams 

with the institute for 20 years. About 

10 percent of her dreams proved to be 

precognitive. Some of these precogni- 

tive dreams were prophetic of movie 

roles she played years afterwards. 

Bender later made a documentary film 

on his star subject
Inspired by Christine Mylius, I 

began to record my own dreams with 

the intention of noting any about the 

future. One of the first dream corre- 



spondences was about the assassina­

tion of Robert Kennedy in Los Ange­
les on June 6,1968. I had recorded 

dreams with a dozen details of that 

tragic event more than a week before 

and on May 25 had written a warning 

to Stanley Krippner, a psychologist 

and parapsychologist then working at 

the Maimonides Dream Laboratory in 

Brooklyn, N.Y.

In response Dr. Krippner invited 

me to become a subject for the lab’s 

dream-telepathy experiments for two 

years (1969-70).*  Some of these ex­

perimentally-recorded dreams turned 
out to be precognitive of events in my 

own life. The fulfillment of one in­

triguing dream took (dace at the Dream 
Lab in an unofficial experiment filmed 

for Canadian television.

Here is the fifth recorded dream 

from me for the night of April 3,1969; 

this is the dream that later, on July 17, 

I suggested to Dream Lab director 

Montague Ullman might be pointing 
to a future experiment in the lab. The 

experimenter was Charles Honorton, 

who currently directs the lab’s succes­

sor, the Psychophysical Research 

Laboratories in Princeton, NJ.:

Fifth Dream Report: Chuck [Honor­
ton] was looking over a report of some 
previous experiment, and he had marked 
for some reason through the transcripts 
“Fs" which meant failures.... There was 
a television set in the room.... I watched 
a scene. There was a man with a knife in his 

•See Dream Telepathy by Montague Ullman and 
Stanley Krippner with Alan Vaughan (1973). 

hand and out in a comer was outstretched a 
monkey....

Post-sleep Interview: I was lying in bed 
and Chuck Honorton was there and he was 
marking a transcript and he was using the 
letter“F"asasymboIforsomething.... He 
said, “Oh, *F ’ is for failure”.... Then I 
looked at the television set there and this 
television set actually seemed to be part of 
the experiment as well.... As I looked at 
it, the whole thing began to move and come 
to life, and there was a man holding a knife 
... and behind him was a monkey lying on 
the floor, and there may have been some­
one else there as well.... I wonder if there 
might be sometime an experimental thing 
like this.

On January 12,1970—nine months 

later — the Canadian television per­

sonality Norman Perry arrived at the 

Dream Laboratory to film an experi­

ment for television. Perry was to be the 

dream subject and I was to be a back­
up subject in case he couldn't get to 

sleep or remember his dreams. A tar­
get pool of pictures had been made up 

the day before and that night the agent, 

Don Rice, was in another building 

looking at the randomly-selected tar­

getpictures. Honorton was the experi­

menter.

In the morning, after Perry’s and 

my dreams were recorded, a pool of 

pictures was brought in and we tried to 

determine which had been the target. I 

judged a miss. It turned out that my 

dreams were only about the agent’s 

own associations with the target and 

not about the target itself. Perry, 

however, scored a direct hit by picking 

75



76 FATE

out the appropriate target sent to him. 

And since I was there only as a back-up 

subject, it was decided to film Perry’s 

judgings alone.

As the cameras for the TV show 

went into action, I and several other 

persons watched the scene. Perry put 
the oversized target pictures on the 

floor and pointed out his first choice: a 

photo of an albino monkey. This cor­

responded with his dream image of a 

white animal and the strikingly correct 

detail of a blue broadloom rug. Perry 

then pointed out his second choice: a 

man holding an ax.

The correspondences between my 

dreams and the actual events are:

(1) I was lying in bed (as a subject 
for a dream experiment).

(2) Charles Honorton was there.

(3) A transcript from a previous 

experiment (that of April 3,1969) was 

pertinent

(4) My judging was a failure.

(5) I watched the scene.

(6) Instead of a television set there 

were cameras for television.
(7) There was a “monkey” lying on 

the floor.

(8) Instead of a man holding a 

knife, there was a man holding an ax.
(9) There were other persons pres­

ent.

(10) Itwas “an experimental thing.”
* * •

IT MAY BE that the unusual excite­

ment of a television filming singled 

out in my unconscious that particular 

experiment to dream about nine months 

before it took place. Moreover, I had 

been attempting to document precog­

nition in an irrefutable way. Thus a 
unique opportunity was offered not 

only to record on tape the dream itself 

but also to film its fulfillment.

One reason for singling out that 

dream as precognitive of a future ex­

periment at the Dream Lab was, of 

course, that the setting was the Dream 

Laboratory. Another was the appear­
ance of a television set. At that time I 

didnotownatelevisionset,soitseemed 

an odd thing to dream about. The 
dream precognitively focused on an 

eventof more than usual interest, since 
during the course of the experiment I 

was invited by Norman Perry to appear 

on his nationwide show in Canada to 
discuss precognitive dreams the fol­

lowing October.

Television again was the theme of a 

dream I recorded at home in Brooklyn 

on December 12, 1968. The dream 

began:

I was working in an office with two 
women. We were working late. I was 
called away for a television interview, with 
another woman. Together, we discussed 
the behavior of another woman TV person­
ality, with me defending her. I didn’t see 
any cameras but I somehow knew that I 
was on TV. I was surprised to feel so 
relaxed and self-assured, and I thought I 
put my case very well. Then I returned to 
my office.... I wonder if indeed I shall be 
interviewed on TV some day, as this is the 
second dream about it

Nearly nine years later, on April 26, 

1977,1 was working in San Francisco 
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for Psychic magazine and was sharing 

an office with two women. Gayle 

Delaney, a dream-psychologist friend, 

arranged for me to appear with her on 

an hour-long show to be taped that day 

for Channel 2 (KTVU) in Oakland. 

Delaney drove to my office, picked me 

up and took me to the taping.

The topic of discussion was dreams. 

The interviewer, Julie Yip, was both 

charming and intelligent in her ques­

tions about Delaney’s technique for 

“incubating dreams”—Le., asking the 

unconscious to produce a dream to 

solve a specific problem. I defended 

Delaney’s technique with my own 

examples of dream incubation — ask­

ing for dreams about the future. I told 
themaboutmy 1968 dream of being on 

television with them.

I thought that Delaney made an 
excellent TV personality, with or with­

out my defending her. She went on to 

do many TV shows. As in the dream I 

didn’t see any cameras because I was 

turned to face the interviewer. As in 
my dream I felt relaxed and self-as­

sured. And as in the dream I returned 

to the office.

By now I have been on television 

over 50 times, but this was one of the 

few shows devoted exclusively to 

dreams — hence, perhaps, my pro­
phetic dream about iL

Yet another television show was 

predicted in a dream of June 10,1977, 

when I was living in San Francisco: 

“People said they had been watching 

me on TV and wondered where I had 

taped an appearance. ‘It was in San 

Rafael,’I said.” In a comment follow­

ing my noting this dream, I suggested, 
“Perhaps a TV series will be shaping 

up... and have something to do with 
someone living in San Rafael.”

OnJuly 19,1987, now living in Los 

Angeles, I was invited to visit Jeffrey 
Mishlove in San Rafael, Calif., to tape 

a TV show for his new series titled 

Thinking Allowed. The series is now 

being shown on PBS. Dr. Mishlove 

lived in San Francisco at the time of the 

dream over 10 years before.
This next dream occurred on March 

18, 1970, when I was living in 

Brooklyn:

I was answering an ad for editorial 
work, A young woman answered the door 
and showed me a newsletter — connected 
with astrology or occult things — that she 
needed help with. She invited me in and 
there I met several other young women. I 
started chatting with one, when a large 
black dog came up to us and appeared to be 
eating an address someone had written out. 
The dog’s name was Tiny Tim.

In October 1982, while living in 

Los Angeles, 1 answered a newspaper 
ad for editorial work. Subsequently I 

got the job as editor of Reincarnation 

Report, which ran articles on astrology 

and other “occult things.”

When I arrived at my new office in 

Malibu, I was introduced to several 

young women working there. I had an 
office mate, Christine Conrad, who 

was sitting on the floor and assembling 

stacks of catalog mailouts. A powerful 

sense of deja vu came over me. “I’ve 
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seen you before,” I said. “It must have 

been in a dream a long time ago. In the 

dream you had a large black dog named 

Tiny Tim.”

“I do have a large black dog,” re­

plied Christine, “but I’m the one who 
is Tiny Tim. That was my first and 

only stage role.”
That evening I wentthrough my dream 

diary tofindthe Tiny Timdream. Thenext 
day I discussed it with Dick Sutphen, the 
publisherdReüiamtationReport. In 1970 
he had no inkling of plans to move from 

Arizona to Malibu to start a magazine. 

An elaborate series of events had led to
Christine’s employment in the office. 

The black dog wasn’t even bom then. 
Were our lives already set up in blue­

print form 12 years before?

THE QUESTION extended to 16 

years when I recently reviewed 
some transcripts of psychic-dream ex­

periments done at Maimonides Dream 

Laboratory in 1969. For several years 
after the 1969experiments, I occasion­

ally would review the dream records 

and puzzle over what this dream could 

possibly mean. It was triggered by a 
friend who mentioned before the ex­

periment that she had just read Philip 

Roth’s novel Goodbye, Columbus.
On March28,1969, my sixth dream 

report, as told to Stanley Krippner and 
transcribed for record, was:

I was walking back from a mess hall, 
and music was playing—something to do 
with Columbus.... It seemed to be after the 
experiment, or even before the experiment 
was quite over, and I talked there with 

some people I had known before. I talked 
in particular to this one chap I seemed to 
have known before. He said he was going 
to go to Erin on the weekend.... He spoke 
of flying to Erin.... It’s Ireland.... He had 
to carry some sort of equipment along with 
him so he could function all right...

I remember now the reason I left this 
mess hall was because the food was so bad 
that I decided that I’d have to go out and 
find something to eat....

The person about whom I was giving 
this reading ... may have been Negro....

And I was walking up steps and they 
were very peculiar steps because the water 
was coursing down them and each step was 
like a little pool... . And coming down 
from this were a group of children.... I had 
to stop along the side in order to let them 
pass by, and it was at this point that I was 
hearing the song about Columbus....

The name of Columbus immedi­

ately brought to mind an ESP experi­

ment in which I participated in Los 

Angeles with the Mobius Society (an 

organization devoted to using psychics 

for practical projects such as finding 
sunken ships or other promising ar­

chaeological sites) in 1985.

In March of that year marine ar­

chaeologist Roger C. Smith telephoned 

Mobius Society director Stephan 

Schwartz for help in locating two lost 
ships of Columbus in St. Ann’s Bay in 

Jamaica. The caravels had been miss­

ing for nearly five centuries. Schwartz 

agreed to undertake an experiment in 

collaboration with Smith. The fol­

lowing August, Schwartz, Rand de 

Mattei and I, along with two other 

Mobius consultants, flew from Los 
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Angeles to Jamaica. We stayed in a 

small hotel next to the archaeologists’ 

residence, which also served as a mess 

hall.

The “chap I seemed to have known 
before” was Schwartz. Earlier he had 
to fly to Ireland to work on a case of a 

kidnapped horse. The equipment that 

my dream saw him wearing “so he 
could function all right” turned out to 

be oxygen tanks for functioning un­

derwater.
The mess hall with the bad food was 

all too real. It was not the fault of our 
cook but of the budget $35 a week to 

feed a dozen persons. We went out to 

eat on a number of occasions.

The most unusual event in our 
Columbus mission was a visit to Dunn’s 

Falls — an amazing waterfall which 
cascades down dozens of natural stone 

steps, each forming a pool of water. It 

took more than an hour for our group to 

climb up the steps. At one point we had 
to stop along the side to let a group of 

children come down the steps. I was 

helped up the slippery steps by our 

cook’s assistant, a young black man 
for whom I had, in fact, given a psychic 

reading. Our “hydrological experi­

ence,” as Smith termed it, came at the 

end of our two-week visit. We were 

saying “Good-bye, Columbus.”
* * *

^JOW A skeptic might say that just 
IN by chance I should eventually over 

the years experience a combination of 

Columbus, an ESP experiment, a mess 

hall with bad food, a friend who flew to 

Ireland and wore strange equipment.

climbing up the steps of an unusual 

waterfall, and a black man for whom I 

did a reading. Yet I find that a skepti­

cal explanation is hard to believe. Such 
a highly specific combination of un­

usual life events seems to rule out such 

a range of coincidences. And so, I ask, 

were we all (Smith, Schwartz, De 

Mattei and the others) participating in 
a joint life plan?

A current Mobius project of search­
ing for a sunken treasure ship also 

seemed forecast by dreams. The first 

voyage of the Mobius vessel Seaview 

in September 1987 from Fort Lauder­
dale, Fla., seemed to have been antici­

pated in a dream 1 recorded on March 

21,1986:

I was about to leave from a visit I was 
walking toward an old brick building on 
the water. I passed a group of people I 
seemed to know and waved to them. I told 
them I would be back in a little bit to say 
good-bye. Among them was Fran, who 
lives in Florida.

I commented, “I wonder if the 

dream could be symbolic of my 

wcnking with a group in Florida.”

Eighteen months later (September 
1987) Mobius flew me to Fort Lauder­

dale to join a group aboard the Seaview. 

The 125-foot ship was docked near an 

old red brick building. We stayed in 

dock for a few days and then went to 

the Bahamas in search of sunken ships. 

When we sailed back to Fort Lauder­
dale, I was one of the first persons off 

the boat, since I had only a short time 

to catch the last airplane back to Los
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Angeles. I said good-bye to the group 
and promised to return soon. I learned 

that Fran had in fact been invited but 

was unable to join us.

The second voyage of the Seaview 

seemed to turn up in a dream I had 
recorded nearly 11 years before (June 

10,1977):

I was coining back on an ocean liner. 
We were soon to dock so I cleaned my gear 
out of my locker. I had not yet paid for my 
return ticket so I tried to find the office to 
pay.... Meanwhile I talked with others. 
We were learning Portuguese. I think we 
were headed for South America.

On May 2,1988,1 was coming back 

from a week’s voyage on the Seaview. 
I cleaned out my locker and packed. I 

talked with the cook, Gabrielle Silva, 

who said that she was learning Portu­
guese in preparation for going to South 

America (specifically Brazil) to work 
on an educational project. I had to get 

additional funds from Mobius for my 
return air ticket from Miami, since 

canceled flights from the Bahamas had 

made me miss my scheduled flight and 

I did not have a reservation. But, 

luckily, I was able to talk my way out 

of paying more.
The return from an ocean voyage 

with someone who is learning Portu­

guese and going to South America, 

coupled with concern for paying the 

return trip, seemed unlikely to have 

occurred by chance.
• • •

MANY OF my prophetic dreams 
forecast times of major career 

events. Of 222 dreams I recorded at 

home between 1968 and 1977,1 count 
63 as precognitive (28 percent), to 

which I could add seven more that 

were recorded in the Dream Lab, 

making a total of 70 precognitive 
dreams from that period. (The cutoff 

date was forced on me when a later 

dream diary was stolen from the car of 
a television producer.)

The dream-event correspondences 

tend to show aclustering around major 

transition points in my life. I noticed 
such a clustering in the spring of 1988 

when seven precognitive dreams de­

scribed events associated with the 
major career commitment of starting a 

computer-software company. The 
dreams dated from 1969,1970,1973, 
1976 and 1977. Some examples:

A second dream recorded at the 
Dream Lab from the night of March 
18, 1969, reported just before the 

“Good-bye, Columbus” dream, re­

ferred to “Fortune-Telling Dials” and 
an oil can labeled “Lubricant for For­

tune-Telling Dials.” The Fortune- 
Telling Dial is an excellent description 

of Psychic Reward, a computerized 

intuition-training system that I am 

working on. I call it an “electronic 
wheel of fortune.”

On March 7,1988, after reviewing 

the dream, I studied a printout of the 

Psychic Reward design and wondered 

how on earth it might be related to an 

oilcan. My wife arrived and said that 

she had taken the car in for a lube job 

at Oil Can Henry’s and showed me the 

invoice. About that time my collabo­
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rator on Psychic Reward, Jack Houck, 

called to tell me he had “swatted some 
bugs” in the program — i.e., was 

“lubricating” the “Fortune-Telling 

Dial” to make it run better. So the Oil 

Can and the Fortune-Telling Dial fi­
nally came together — after 19 years!

On the morning of March 18 I 

experienced a strong sense of deja vu 
when I took the cover off my electric 

typewriter. Brazenly poised there was 

a cockroach. I attempted to swat it but 

inadvertantly dropped it into the 

machine’s innards. I was wondering 
how to get it out when I remembered 

that I once had a dream about cock­

roaches. I found the dream report 
dated April 4, 1973: I had dreamed 

about holding a cockroach with tweez­

ers and was attempting to put it on 

repro proofs I was correcting. The 
dream gave me the idea of using tweez­

ers to remove the cockroach, but I still 

couldn’t locate iL Later that day I was 

correcting repro proofs for a flyer.
On that same day I contracted for a 

new office for my newly-formed soft­

ware company, Mind Technology 
Systems. Again I experienced a sense 

of deja vu as I noted that the office was 

a bungalow with a fireplace and had a 
patio garden with round tables and 

chairs. Going through my dream rec­

ords, I found an April 24,1969, dream 

which described the new office: a 

bungalow with apatiogarden and round 

tables and chairs. The dream’s asso­

ciation was to a psychic prediction 

about having a fireplace. It all finally 

happened 19 years later — a pivotal 

time in my life. I was considering 

moving to Malibu but decided instead 

to stay in the same neighborhood and 
rent a larger office.

My decision not to move to a house 

in Malibu was made largely on the 
strength of a recent dream, in which I 

was in the new house and making out 

a check for the rent. A shark threw 
itself against the door and forced it 

open. I shut the door and again the 
shark thudded against iL My analysis 

was: “Wolves at the door are bad 
enough, but sharks really mean nasty 

business. Don’t take the house.” Sol 

rejected the possible future shown in 

the shark dream but chose instead the 
possible future I had dreamed about 19 
years before.

My dream odyssey continues. I 
was surprised to find that events many 

years in the future could be accurately 

dreamed about When I began my 

experiment I supposed that events near 
in time would be easier to dream about 
than events far in time. In fact physi­

cist Russell Targ had made such an 

experimental prediction: that events 

near in time would be more accurately 

precognized than events far in time. 

Yet the detailed correspondences of 
the “Good-bye, Columbus” dream — 

fulfilled 16 years and five months later 

— shattered that concepL
I do not feel that these prophetic 

dreams predict the only future. Many 
other dreams, unfulfilled, may well 

describe alternate futures that were not 
realized because of my choices of free 

will. We’ll never know for sure. But 
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certainly the precognitive dreams re­
corded here strongly suggest that ma­

jor events in one’s personal future are 

determined in blueprint form many 

years before. It was up to me, and 

many others, to make those blueprints 

become reality.
(c) 1989 by Alan Vaughan

DARK DAY FOR QUEEN VICTORIA A By Wy n Esselborn
RE YOU afraid of a particular 
date in the year? If so you’re in 

royal company.
Britain’s longest reigning mon­

arch, Queen Victoria (1837-1901),
dreaded the thought of December 14.

On that day she lost her devoted 
husband Albert, Prince Consort, 
whom she would deeply mount for 
die rest of her life.

Another December 14 her son, 
later sporting King Edward VII, came 
so near death that doctors gave him 
up. Miraculously, as family and coun­
try expected the worst, he rallied.

On the same date her daughter 
Princess Alice, Victoria’s mainstay 

and comfort, died.
Probably December 14, 1936, 

would have hit the dedicated queen die 
hardest since a situation erupted dial 
gravely hurt her family and rocked the 
empire. On December 10 her great 
grandson King Edward VIII, the 
world’s Golden Boy, had signed an 
Instrument of Abdication in order to 
many Wallis Simpson, an American 
bom and twice-divorced  charmer. Four 
days later when everyone in his domain 
was reeling from die factofhis leaving. 
The Times announced his arrival in 
Vienna the previous day, another ex­
ruler minus fanfare, starting an at- 
large road.



How can a living snake survive 

inside a block of stone? How
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ALTHOUGH yet to be explained 

satisfactorily, many examples of 

stone-entombed toads (not to mention 
frogs and even the occasional newt) 

have been recorded. Reports of com­

parably-immured reptiles are much 
rarer. So the following account — 

which I discovered while browsing 
through the March 19,1823, issue of a 

long-defunct journal entitled The Mir­
ror of Literature, Amusement, and In­

struction — is worth recalling:

The newspapers of June 1772, state, 
that a living adder was found in a block of 
stone of 30 French feet diameter, the centre 
of which it occupied. It was twisted nine 
times round itself in a spiral line; it could 
not support the weight of the atmosphere, 
but died in a few minutes after it was taken 
from the stone. On examining the stone, 
not the least crevice could be discovered 
through which it could have received fresh 
air, or inhale any sort of sustenance.

To explain this snake’s entombed 

existence by traditional argument, we 

must postulate that the stone originally 
possessed an orifice от crevice large 

enough to facilitate at least the en­
trance of a S-'/j-to-e-Vs-inch-long 

snake — the size of a young adder — 

before subsequently becoming sealed 

in some way and thereby imprisoning 

the unfortunate animal indefinitely. 

And if the snake were an adult to begin 

with, then an orifice sufficiently large 

to permit the passage of а 20-Ю-24- 

inch-long snake would have been 

needed!

Even more perplexing is the con­

cept of how any snake, young or adult, 

could breathe or feed white so interred 

— unless it underwent a sustained 

period of torpor, comparable to the 

period of enforced rest carried out by 

snakes wintering in temperate climates.
Only one thing is certain: 200 years 

after its discovery, science is still un­

able to provide aconclusive solution to 

this entombed enigma.
* • *

EVEN RARER than the occurrence 

of living reptiles incarcerated 

within stone, however, is the existence 

of primeval reptiles embedded in 

amber. Examples of archaic insects 

and other arthropods preserved in this 

manner are numerous, but until as 
recently as a decade ago not a single 

example of a reptile—or indeed of any 

form of vertebrate — embedded in 

amber was known to science.

In 1979, however, Dr. C. Baroni- 

Urbani from Basel’s Natural History 

Museum obtained a spectacular, sci- 
entifically-priceless specimen: an en­

tire, fully-preserved, 28-inch-k>ng liz­

ard encased within a large portion of 

Dominican Republic amber.

Discovered in the La Toca amber 

mine of Cordillera Septentrional, this 
remarkable sample of amber was found 

to be of early Miocene age; in other 

words, it was 20 to 23 million years 

old. Moreover, it was sufficiently trans­

parent to permit detailed observations 

to be made of its reptilian occupant, 
which was identified as an anole. This 

lizard type is related to iguanas and 

represented by numerous modem-day
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urchase it and then donate it to a 
cientific establishment. In view of its 

sking price, however, the possibility 
tat it will be rescued in this manner 

eems remote. Consequently, to in­

spire potential philanthropists, Poinar 

has promised that anyone willing to do 
this will be rewarded by having the 

frog named after him when the species 

is formally described.

RAIN OF STONES, MYSTERIOUS FIRES ERUPT 
By Peggy Hughley

OVERNMENT officials and the some of the villages, such as wet
kJ юса] residents are puzzled over 
mysterious fires and rain of stones, 
described as banamati (sorcery), in 
some villages in the Medak district of 
Andhra Pradesh in India. Officials 
could not locate the source of the oc­
currences.

Mysterious happenings, reports 
News India, caused a state of panic in

EXORCISM IN HASIDIC COMMUNITIES TODAY 
By Claire Metzger

XORCISM, a reality to the faiths sidic community in Brooklyn during 
the past year."E ofhundreds of millions of people, 

is still accepted by Hasidic Jews as 
part of their faith that a malign spirit 
can invade a human being and take 
over his personality.

According to Rabbi David Novak 
of New York, while the enlightened 
Jewish attitude from the time of 
Maim on ides in the 12th Century has 
been to regard exorcism as part of 
folklore, he said, “I am sure there have 
been exorcisms performed in the Ha- 

clothes catching fire. Tantriks (exor­
cists) were called in, but to no avail. 
Villagers began to believe that some 
of the tantriks were responsible for 
the mysterious incidents as they con­
tinued for about a month. Some 
families which had deserted their 
homes following incidents have since 
returned.

Rabbi Novak, who teaches Jewish 
law at the Jewish Theological Semi­
nary of America in New York, said, 
"Unlike rabbis in mainstream Jewish 
congregations, the rabbis of the Has­
sidim are regarded as possessing cha­
risma, and having a spiritual link to 
God. This enables them to expel evil 
spirits from people, as dramatized by 
Shloime Ansky in The Dybbuk, a 
classic of the Yiddish theater."



/ The Virgin of El Rio: \
Miracle or Mirage?

Many reported seeing an image of the Virgin Mary in the roof boards of 

the new house being built — but not everyone saw the same thing.

By Paul T. Collins

ON SUNDAY morning, February proclaimed a stirring event ROOFTOP 

12,1950, the headlines of major SCENE OF MIRACLE and VISION 

metropolitan newspapers in California OF VIRGIN MARY ATTRACTS 
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THOUSANDS TO VILLAGE OF EL 

RIO, followed on Monday by 

STRANGE SIGN, below which a large 

photograph of the amazing image on a 

rooftop was reprinted in startling de­

tail.
The story centered on the Reyes 

family who lived in houses and trailers 

on Cortez Street in El Rio, Calif., a 

predominantly Mexican-American 

community of some 200 families at the 

time the so-called miracle occurred. 

Among them Manuel Reyes, a war 

veteran, was known as a good son, the 

news stories said. Reyes had started 

building a modest four-room house for 

his mother, Atilana Reyes, toward the 

back of the large family lot, and the 

structure was framed before the fol­

lowing incident took place.

On Saturday, February 11, Reyes 

climbed a ladder, intending to lay 

roofing paper. He was stunned to see 

a finely-etched image of the Virgin 

Mary on a certain area of the roof 

boards. Her face was plainly distin­

guishable and her body was cloaked in 

colorful robes. The whole scene wa­

vered in a shadowy effect.

Nearly speechless with amazement, 

Reyes scuttled down the ladder and ran 

to get a picture of Santa Maria de 
Guadalupe, patron saint of Mexico. 

The similarity was so pronounced that 

he could not doubt the lifelike figure 

on the roof was a genuine miracle.

Jubilantly he ran up and down the 

street shouting his great discovery. 

Quickly a large crowd of friends and 

neighbors gathered. One after another 

climbed the ladder to gaze at the sight 

of the Holy Mother in the roof boards, 

and as each verified the sight for him­
self, a steady murmur of awe rose from 

the assembly. Schooled in the disci­

pline of their church, the witnesses 
spoke reverently and unhysterically.

Others spread the news and by dusk 

nearly 4000 had gathered. Among 

them was a skeptical newspaperman 

but he, too, saw the image.

Later VenturaCounty Deputy Sher­
iff William Suyter arrested Reyes on 

charges of drunkenness and disturbing 

the peace, and one local paper featured 
a photo of him behind bars. It stated 

the weekend pilgrimage and all the 

excitement began when the local priest 
came to the Reyes home to bless the 

new structure that Manuel and Aurelio 

Reyes were building for their mother. 

Rumors circulated that when Reyes 

first saw the vision, it was above the 

house, that it was life-size, in color, 

and that it spoke to him.
A deputy sheriff said he believed 

the devout had used crayon to give 

deeper shading to the image as it faded 

in the sunlight, but a newsman said 

there was no indication of crayon 

markings. It looked more like a stain 
than a picture to him. A man rubbed 

the image and none of the color came 

off. A photographer climbed the lad­

der and saw essentially what others 
had seen. The features had faded, he 

thought, but there were definite lines 

marking eyes, nose, mouth and cheeks.

Joe Garcia said, “I saw the Lady of 

Guadalupe at about one o’clock. I saw 
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her face looking sideways and down, 

like in all the pictures. She was out­

lined in white and there was a kind of 

purple color in her dress.” Later in the 
evening his sister-in-law Rose Zara- 

gosa climbed the roof. “I saw her shape 

outlined, but the color was fading,” she 

reported.

An unidentified woman told of 

seeing a purplish image appear under 
the roof boards. Paul and Tacha 

Mendoza were there in midaftemoon. 
“I could see her outline and a faded 

blue color,” one said. “But when I 

knelt close I could see all the colois— 

colors blended like a rainbow. It’s 

nothing like anybody could paint, but 

it couldn’t be an imprint.”
• * •

A S RADIO newscasters spread the 
/*.  word, people began to arrive in 

throngs, some equipped with ladders 

which they hastily leaned against the 

frame house. One reporter stated as 

many as 50 were on the roof and the 

whole structure trembled under the 
load. A two-by-six rafter broke.

Police prudently ordered the roof 

cleared to avert disaster and suggested 

to Aurelio Reyes that he pour tar over 

the image to conceal it and discourage 
people from climbing the roof. This 

was done but it did not stop the crush of 

the curious. As a last desperate move 

police roped off the whole yard and 

cleared the area of all outsiders, and for 

a short time a semblance of law and 

order was restored.

One paper said Father Fossel man of 
the Santa Clara Catholic Church in 

Oxnard was called upon to examine 

the strange figure in the boards. He 
reportedly said it was merely a remark­

able likeness of the image of Santa 

Maria blended of the shadows and the 

wood’s grain but denied that the vision 

deserved ranking as a miracle. Yetto 
the gathering throngs it remained a 

miraculous vision.

Father Jacobs of the Santa Clara 
Church also tried to persuade people 

that no miracle had occurred. “We do 
not countenance this as a miracle,” he 

said. “It is only sensationalism. The 

image is an indistinct marking like a 

watermark roughly shaping a human 
figure, and only strong imaginations 

have interpreted it as anything more.” 

That was a rash allegation, as anyone 

who saw even the photograph of the 

image could attest

Meanwhile Peter Flores, who sold 

the lumber to the Reyes family, said 

any marks on the lumber his company 

delivered may have been due only to 

leaf mold. That did not explain, how­

ever, how leaf mold would have cre­

ated so perfect a picture. The mystery 

only deepened.

The California Highway Patrol tried 

to prepare for the invasion on Sunday 

but police could not stop people from 

breaking through ropes and ripping 

boards off the new house for souve­

nirs.

The faithful came and crossed them­
selves. The image reminded them of 

the mantle, or tilma, of Juan Diego, the 

Indian, which is now displayed at the 

national shrine of Mexico—the third 
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largest church in Catholic Christen­

dom — in the Basilica of Villa Gus­
tavo Madera at the edge of Mexico 

City.
Around a bonfire, made to keep 

them warm during the long night’s 

vigil in the Reyeses’ yard, the as­

sembled heard a man recount the story 

of how, on a cold winter morning—a 

Saturday morning — in 1531, Juan 
Diego had seen a dark-skinned woman 

he mistook for the spirit of an Indian 
princess on Tepeyac Hill, the former 

site of a temple of Tonantzin, Aztec 

goddess of earth and com. Butthen the 

little person in the soft glow of light 
said to him, "I am the Virgin Mary,” 

and proceeded to relate the purpose of 

her visit. There, a few days later, she 

made an imprint of herself on the poor 

ayate mantle of that humble but devout 

and now world-famous Indian. All 

thought of Manuel Reyes and the image 

he had seen on a winter morning — a 

Saturday morning — in 1950 in El 

Ию.
Sunday was the last day of the 

miracle, but Monday five- and six- 

column headlines increased rather than 

quenched public interest in the event. 

Pilgrims continued to pour into El Rio 

from distant towns and states. Manuel 
Reyes, released without prosecution 

from county jail at 1:00 P.M., came 

home and was immediately  surrounded 

by eager folk wanting to know the 

truth. “I saw it,” he repeated stead­
fastly, then wistfully murmured, “It 

was beautiful.”
Tuesday, February 14, headlines 

wrote finis to the story: PEACE RE­
TURNS TO EL RIO, said one. El Rio 

—The River—which from 1875 until 

about the turn of the century was known 

as New Jerusalem.
* * *

' I ’ HE FOREGOING gives a fair pic- 
1 ture of what news media told the 

country. In the excitement names in­

evitably were misspelled, errors made. 
One report even placed the event in 

Mexico. Deadlines demand fast work 

by reporters and snap judgments by 
editors, so it is not surprising that some 

Monday headlines derisively screamed 
HOAX. By casting doubt among read­

ers one local editor probably dissuaded 

many sightseers from coming to El Rio 

and perhaps thereby helped police and 
church officials avert a mob disaster. 

On the other hand this editor never 

substantiated his allegations that this 

“miracle” was a monstrous fraud. It is 

evident from the news stories that if 

anything more is to be learned from 

these events, it remains for disinter­

ested researchers to ferret out the facts.

Eyewitness accounts generally re­

flect honest but varying viewpoints. It 

has been acharacteristic of the Virgin’s 

visitations that only some people have 
seen her, while others have not For 

example, during the most spectacular 
miracle of its kind in Christian history 

— the Miracle of the Sun at the Cova 

da Iria (Fatima, Portugal)—only three 

persons saw the Virgin, although some 

70,000 were present.

Conflicting observations may be 

partly accounted for by factors other 
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than the physical positions of the ob­

servers and different times they saw 
the same happening. These other fac­

tors are subjective and can hardly be 
more clearly demonstrated than by the 

impressions of four eyewitnesses from 

Pasadena when they saw the “miracle” 

at El Rio on Sunday.

Early that day a prominent South 

American mining engineer, with whom 

I was then associated in a local busi­

ness, phoned me and suggested a trip 
to see what was going on in El Rio. I 

readily assented. Bill and his wife 

Terry, whose names are fictitious here 

for reasons of anonymity, joined me 

and my wife Jilda and in due time we 

arrived at El Rio after experiencing 
some difficulty in extra-heavy traffic. 

Parking quite a distance from our des­

tination, we walked a dusty street to a 

point as close as we could get to the 

Reyes home, which by that time had 

been roped off and was under police 

guard.
Hundreds, strangely quiet, lined the 

ropes, gazing intently toward the new 

building, but we found a place where 

we all could see the frame structure 

clearly from 150 feet — and, most 

important of all, the roof. Because of 
the pitch of the roof, the image in the 

boards was not visible from the ground, 
but instantly my attention was caught 

by a sight near the coma*  of the roof, in 

the air, above the spot where the image 

was said to be situated. And then I 

comprehended the silence of the on­

lookers.

Bill had briefed me on the event 

before we got there but I was unpre­
pared, nevertheless, for the splendor of 

what I saw. Wavering in a graceful 

rhythm to and fro was the most mag­

nificently beautiful scintillating blue 

light it has ever been my privilege to 
see. Scientifically trained, not emo­

tionally predisposed to see anything in 

particular, I nonetheless felt something 

leap up within me as if responding to a 

stirring, nearly-forgotten melody.

I blinked my eyes and looked away 
momentarily, but the object, some 50 

to 60 inches high, was still there when 

I looked again. Tiny, bright little pin­

points of sparkling rose-colored light 
darted from the body of the flame, 

sharply accentuated by the blue back­
ground of a— robe? Careful scrutiny 
failed to reveal a definite human form, 

although for fleeting seconds the flame 

approximatelу shaped a human outline 
and I easily could have imagined the 

existence of a heavily-cloaked human 

body. I say this without in the least 
detracting from the testimony of oth­

ers who saw more detail than I or 

implying they were deluded or subject 

to hallucinations.
My wife, also a trained observer, 

meticulously careful in every aspect oi 
her work, saw what definitely appeared 

to be the form of a small human fe­

male, cloaked in blue robes, moving 

slightly, above the roof boards, but she 

could not see enough detail of the face.

Jilda’s description reminded me of 

the statement of Lucy dos Santos (now 

Irma Dore, a Cannelite nun) whose 

testimony of the Virgin’s visitations to 
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na during World War I is avail- 

for all to read and hear. Speaking 

e Virgin’s expression and appear- 

as she stood atop the azinheira 

in the Cova da Iria, Lucy said, 
: was all of light The light had 

)us tones, yellow and white and 

>us other colors. It was more in- 

5 and less intense. It was by the 

rent tones and by the differences 

itensity that one saw what was 

1 and what was mantle and what 
face and what was tunic.” 

d opposite extremes were Bill and 

y. Bill, with the most impressive 

entials in his profession, a highly 

nical and hazardous field of engi- 

ing, confessed in a low tone that he 
idn’t see anything more than a 

iliar son of disturbance or turbu- 

e—like nothing he had ever seen 

>re.
Perry, of Mexican birth, a native of 

idalajara, stood as if transfixed. The 

s in her eyes answered my question 
>re I could ask it. On the way home, 

'ever, when we had all regained our 

iposure, Terry, unusually subdued, 
I us in her accented English she was 

olutely sure she had seen the Virgin 

ry, Nuestra Senora, Santa Maria 

luadalupe, the patron saint of Mex-

Dur religious backgrounds may be 

interest under the circumstances.

I and I were raised Protestants; Jilda 
I Terry were Catholics. All of us 

I drifted from original church affili- 

>ns and, like most middle-aged 

•рю, were seeking enlightenment

we could not find in orthodoxy. That 

day in El Rio we were too close to the 
event to weigh its impact upon us and 

we knew that only in years to come 

would we really understand what this 

flash of glory in the noonday sun meant.
• • *

IN 1963 I was cordially greeted at 

the rectory door and ushered into a 

little waiting room by the Rev. Father 

John Fosselman, pastor of the Church 

of the Assumption in Los Angeles. 
Yes, indeed, he was in El Rio when the 

greatly-publicized event had happened. 

He was pastoring the Santa Clara 

Church to which Doha Atilana Reyes 

came regularly to make her devotions. 

Smilingly he intimated that the only 
miracle he saw was a fully-packed 

church the morning following the 
appearance of the image in the roof 

boards of Atilana Reyes’ new house. 

Doha Atilana was possibly the best- 
known and most-beloved person in El 

Rio, the priest said. For her sake he 
wanted to believe, since she obviously 

did. But in spite of his desire to justify 

the faith of those who were involved in 

the incident, he said that after studying 

the case thoroughly, he could find 

nothing of a phenomenal or miracu­

lous nature in the occurrences.

Fosselman confirmed news reports 
of the touch-up  job that gave the image 

in the boards a closer resemblance to 
the image of Santa Maria on the cloak 

of Juan Diego. In his opinion, how­

ever, there was no exudation of resins 

or any other substance which would 

have produced any light such as Terry,
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Jilda and I had seen. Fosselman was 
the first person interviewed to cor­

roborate what we had seen on the 

Reyeses’ roof. “What you and a few 

others have reported comes the closest 
to anything supernatural,” he said, “but 

since these phenomena can be ex­

plained by natural causes we are not 
justified in attributing them to super­

natural causes.”

Fosselman told me that Manuel 

Reyes was given alcohol to make him 
talk when arrested after he had discov­

ered the image in the boards. Contrary 

to news reports, he was sober when he 
first saw iL

* * *

IN 1967 I talked with Peter Flores, 

yard superintendent of the lumber 

company that supplied the materials 
for the new Reyes home in 1950.

Rores recalled that he had been 

summoned by Father Jacobs to give 

expert testimony on the mysterious 

scene on the roof. “I got there before 
they covered the image with tar,” he 

said. “I climbed the ladder and saw 
what did appear in general outline to be 

the familiar figure of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe. The details and the colors 
were not clear enough tome, it seemed, 
to positively identify it as a perfect 

image.

“My impression was, and still is, 

that the likeness was caused by leaf 

mold, or grain mold in the lumber we 

had sold the Reyeses. It was common 
lumber, not select, and there had been 

enough rain just about the time we sold 

them the lumber so that it is my opinion 

the so-called image was caused by leaf 

mold, and not by a special act of God. 

I went back to the lumber yard and 
checked the pile of lumber from which 

that delivery had been made. There 
were leaf-mold spots on some of the 
remaining boards in the pile, too.”

Others who were at the Reyes home 

at one time or another during the oc­

currence were equally cautious when 
interviewed. All impressed me as God­

fearing, laboring country folk who 
would have a natural horror of perpe­

trating a hoax which would misrepre­

sent their patron saint and invite ridi­
cule of their church.

Tony Reyes, a son of Atilana Reyes, 
was the first member of the family I 
met when I interviewed the Reyeses in 

March 1967. Tony pointed to the house 

where the Virgin had appeared and 
said if I wished to see the altar one of 

the family would take me inside. One 
of Atilana’s granddaughters, Antonia 

Nishimura, showed me the altar in a 
small bedroom they called the “Virgin ’ s 

room.” The altar was located in the 

comer directly underneath the place 

on the roof where the image of the 

Virgin had appeared in the roof boards.
On the altar was a picture of the 

Virgin, as Santa Maria de Guadalupe, 

a photographic reprint of a popular 

painting of Jesus, several statues of 

saints, an assortment of artificial flow­

ers, and a newspaper photograph of the 
imprint on the roof. Parts of the ceil­
ing, walls and altar were covered with 

aluminum foil. There were no chairs 

in the barely-furnished room and
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juin (one of Tony’s brothers) and I 

on the bed while Antonia stood 
ling her baby in her arms as she 

sd with me about the miracle.

)f the many incidents she related. I 
recount here only the most signifi- 
. Speaking fluent English, An- 

a confessed it was impossible for 

to describe the shock and amaze- 
it of the dazzling sight that met her 
j when, as a small girl in 1950, she 

ibed to the roof and saw the image 
he Virgin Mary. Aside from the 

jty of the imprint, she said, the 

t important impression she received 

that a great power emanated from 

little figure; even now, when she 

her grandmother were alone by the 
r, she could feel a wonderful kind 

power in the “Virgin’s room.” 

onia’s eyes became shiny, her voice 

ienly hushed.
Vhen I asked Antonia if anything 

m unusual nature had happened 
! since the 1950 visitation, she said 

Virgin had appeared once in recent 
rs to her grandmother, but this young 
f disclaimed any knowledge of a 

sible message and discreetly sug- 

ted I ask her grandmother about 

upon her return from Juarez.
4y next contact with the family 

le almost four months later when 

ana Reyes returned from Mexico, 

son Manuel and his sister-in-law 

men Reyes served as interpreters, 

ides giving their personal testimo- 
i. This interview took place in 

nuel’s little trailer where I waited 

him while he went to bring his 

mother back for the discussion.

Doha Atilana was one of the most 
remarkable human beings I have ever 
met Hardly five feet tall, I guessed— 

she had friendly, penetrating dark eyes 
which bespoke great spiritual strength. 
The deep wrinkles in her calm face told 

a story of hardships, toil and tribula­

tions and of great understanding earned 

from them.

The first thing I asked Doha Atilana 
was whether any healings had occurred 
soon after the miracle. Through my 

interpreters Carmen and Manuel, she 

said that the lady with an abdominal 

ailment (mentioned in the news sto­

ries) who had not been expected to live 
six months had gone up on the roof of 
Atilana’s new house and had cut out a 

piece of board with part of the image 

intact At home the lady had then 

placed this piece of wood on her abdo­

men and she kept it there for several 
weeks. When she went to her doctor, 

his physical examination and X-rays 

revealed no malignancy or other dis­
eased condition, and she was pro­

nounced cured. This grateful lady, 

Carmen added, had helped build the 

altar in the “Virgin’s room.”

Manuel added a very important 
observation: The wood which had 
been freshly exposed at depth by the 

knife blade had the same bright color 

as the surrounding untouched surface 

of the image of Santa Maria de Guada­

lupe. The image apparently was im­
pregnated in the wood, and this fact 
reminds one of the similarity between 

this phenomenon and the imprinting.
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or impregnation, of the image of the 

Virgin upon and in the tilma of Juan 

Diego at Tepey ac more than four cen­
turies ago. The extraordinary combi­

nation of techniques required to pro­

duce that magnificent work of art, a 
committee of Mexican artists had 

claimed, could not be duplicated by the 

human hand.
Were there any other healings? Yes, 

a blind man had been helped up the 

ladder to the rooftop. He touched the 

image and on the way home as he 
walked along assisted by friends, he 

began to regain his eyesight. It was 

reported that his doctor determined 

that his vision was good enough so that 

he could see without glasses. This 
joyful man returned to the scene of the 
miracle with a big bouquet of flowers.

Other healings which an impartial 

observer might or might not attribute 
to the 1950 visitation of the Virgin 

took place within the family. Carmen’s 

husband Tony, a war veteran who had 
returned from military duty with a 

severe case of sinusitis, headaches and 

nervousness that physicians could not 

relieve, was completely cured foltow­

ing the miracle. Also, according to 

Carmen’s testimony, Michael 

Nishimura, Antonia’s son, had nearly 
died in a hospital during infancy. 

Antonia had prayed to the Virgin and 

the boy recovered. Antonia made a 

special pilgrimage to the national shrine 

in Mexico City to fulfill a vow she had 

made to the Virgin.

Asked if in 1950 she had prayed for 

a miracle to take place here in her 

home, Atilana said she had not done 

so. In this respect th 1950 miracle is 

reminiscent of the Fatima and Tepeyac 

visitations which were not preceded 

by any special act or request of the 

innocent persons who became in­
volved. It is significant that in her 

appearances Mary has usually made 

her presence known first to children or 
to common country folk rather than to 

those in high places.

I asked Atilana if there had been 

other visitations of the Virgin and she 

said that about three years earlier, after 

she had been praying through her 
devotions, she saw a glow of white 

light over the heart of the Virgin in the 
framed picture on the altar. Upon 
seeing this she called another person 

into the room to witness the light. Also 
a few years ago she had waked just 

before dawn and seen the Virgin Mary, 
robed in pure white light, standing 

nearby. A moment later she disap­

peared.
• • •

OF THE El Rio phenomena, there 

is nothing I can say that is not 

better expressed by the title character 

of Willa Cather’s classic novel Death 

Comes for the Archbishop:

“Where there is great love there 

are always miracles. . . . One might 

almost say that an apparition is human 

vision corrected by divine love. ... 

The Miracles of the Church seem tome 

to rest upon our perceptions being made 
finer, so that for a moment our eyes can 

see and our ears can hear what is there 

about us always.”
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THE SHINING FORM
By Robert C. Henderson

IN 1962 my father Glenn Hen­
derson died of leukemia in a 

small hospital in Pecos, Tex. In his 

last hours of life my mother and I 
reassured him of our love.

While in a coma, he had been 

calling my mother’s name for over 
three hours. When he fell silent and 

the doctor pronounced him dead, it 

was almost a relief. The doctor was 

accompanied by a nurse and an 
assistant. Father’s bed had been 

raised to a sitting position so that he 

could breathe more easily. The 
nurse later returned the bed to the 

prone position.

I told her that I had heard music 
the entire time. She assured me that 

no music was playing at that hour, 

which was shortly after three o’clock 

in the morning. My mother slumped 
into my arms as we sat on a settee 

nearby.

Suddenly the nurse said to the 

doctor, “Do you see it?”
We looked up and saw a small 

figure, above my father’s prone 

body, shining as though wrapped in 
silver foil. It was in a sitting position, 

with knees bent and arms out­

stretched. The two forms were joined 
by a silver cord. We could see the 

window across from the bed 

through the rising form. All was 
gone in less than a minute.

While not a religious man, my 
father was a spiritual one. Of course, 

what Mother and I saw could be 
explained as an illusion due to our 

emotional states, but a doctor and 
two nurses also witnessed the event. 

They certainly were removed from 

this happening emotionally, having 

been in contact with my father for 

less than 24 hours.
Afterward the nurse said it was 

the second time she had witnessed 

such an event. It has been a great 

95
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comfort to Mother and me through 

all the following years. The exper­
ience confirmed our belief that we 

live on after death. My father was a 

strong and loving man who would 

give us proof of that if he could.— 
Lake О Lakes, Fla.

GO NORTHEAST 

By Patricia L. Parhad MY ADOPTIVE father, Ed­
ward Johnson, lived a life of 

grace and honor. Those who remem­
ber him still speak of his generosity 

and honesty. He owned three small busi­

nesses, one a car dealership in Lan­

caster, Minn. As a child I recall his 
offering a “loaner” car to anyone in 

need, even people considered bad 

risks.
Dad was grandfather only to my 

two children. He loved both equally 

and although they were young when 
he died, I always made a point of 

relating stories about Dad to them. 
As a result, both kept his photo in a 

place of honor, along with that of 

their grandmother, Isabelle.

In late fall 1987 my daughter, 

Amal-Isabelle, resigned a pressure­
laden job in Chicago. In a telephone 

conversation with an acquaintance 
in the Boston area — which I wish 

to stress was northeast of our 

Chicago home—Amal-Isabelle men­

tioned that she was interested in 

working in one of the Pacific North­

west states, especially Oregon. Six 

weeks later her Northeast contact 
informed her that a position had
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opened up in a newly formed depart­

ment at the Veterans’ Administra­
tion Medical Center in Roseburg, 

Oreg., and she was advised to “go 
for it!”

Armed with fine credentials, she 

applied for the position and was 

accepted. It was the most wonderful 
happening for her. Without the tele­

phone tip coming from the North­

east, she would not have known 
about the job opportunity exactly 

where she longed to work.
The realization that Amal-Isa- 

belle was about to leave home for 

the first time caused me to feel some 

depression. She was one of those 
jewels who repaired leaking roofs, 

built a new back porch, painted 

houses, tiled a kitchen, paneled four 

rooms, sawed, hammered, sanded 
and created beauty everywhere her 

attention turned.
On April 14, 1988, three weeks 

before my daughter left, I had a 

vivid and unusual dream about 

Dad. Awaking at 5:00 A.M., I
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rushed to wake Amal-Isabelle and 

relate the dream to her. I drove to 
work that day filled with a sense of 
awe and amazement. I described 

my dream to just about everyone I 

knew, feeling it was special and had 

to be shared.

I dreamed that Amal-Isabelle and 
I were walking on a trail leading 

upward between rocks and huge 

boulders. It was a strange place and 
the strangest feature was a dark 

wooden trellis overhead that ex­

tended for what seemed miles.

I felt an impulse to look back and 
to my amazement saw Dad walking 

upward to meet us. His face looked 

as it had when he was about 50 
years old during life.

I wrapped my arms around his 

shoulders and kissed his cheek over 

and over again. My joy was un­

bounded. He did not smile, but I 

knew he was happy.
“We have only 10 minutes to­

gether,” he told me. Hand in hand, 

we walked up the hill together. At 
the edge of a bluff Dad raised his 

right arm to point.

“See there, see how beautiful the 

hills are in the mist. Go northeast. 

Go northeast.”

The dream ended.
On May 5 Amal-Isabelle flew to 

Oregon. Two hours after she arrived 

she took a cab to a new car dealer 
just to “look around.” When the 

dealer learned she was new in town 

and without a car to drive, he told 

her, “You will need a car until you 

can buy one.” He pointed to a new 

red Honda. “Here, take this one to 

use. Just show me your Illinois 
license and name the motel where 

you are staying.”

Amal-Isabelle drove away with a 
sparkling new car, which she re­

turned three weeks later without 

charge. She bought a cheaper car 
from the dealer, of course, and 

regarding the loaner, she remarked 

to me, “Didn’t you once tell me that 
Grandpa used to do that?”

Finding an apartment was her 

next step. She found one in a beau­

tiful complex. The view from its 

balcony was breathtaking, she said, 
a glorious view of high hills blan­

keted with a soft mist.

The rental agent told her, “Your 

new address should read Northeast 
Street.”

Amal-Isabelle rushed to a phone 

to tell me she had a new address on 
Northeast Street and that “the hills 

you see from there are covered with 
a gray mist — just like Grandpa 

said in your dream!”

She was delighted with the moun­
tain vistas, the thick stands of trees 

and breadth of the Pacific Ocean a 

short drive away. Her letters with 
photos of her surroundings trans­

ported her happiness back to me in 

Illinois. One photo made me call 

her long distance. It showed her 
standing with something like a long 

roof over her head. I asked where 

the photo was taken.
“Why, Mother,” Amal-Isabelle 
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said, “the buildings in this hospital 

complex are connected by overhead 
wooden trellises that give some pro­

tection in bad weather when we 

walk from one building to another. ” 

There is nothing supernatural 

about the power of love. My reason 

and intellect tell me these events are 

linked in ways I cannot, in truth, 
fully explain. But it does not sur­

prise me at all that a man who 

cared, comforted and shared with 

many somehow was able to reach 
out and touch again those who will 

always remember and love him.— 
Mount Prospect, III.

THE GOLDEN LIGHTS
By Beverly Dash

ONE EARLY afternoon in 
September 1946 in Brooklyn, 1 

had finished my chores and had 

dressed my two daughters, Nadine and 

Rhya, aged 15 months and three 
months, respectively. We were plan­

ning to go outside for some fresh 

air. I hurried to take a shower and 

get dressed myself.

Stepping into the enclosed 

shower, I turned on the water. It 

was warm and felt good against my 
skin. I wasn’t thinking about any­

thing in particular when suddenly 

the water stopped running.

Startled, 1 gazed as the air was 
filled with hundreds of brilliant, 

pear-shaped lights which came float­
ing down all around me. My body
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went cold. I blinked my eyes and 

incredibly, all about me were these 
beautiful lights, first surrounding 

me and then slowly falling about 

me.
Somehow, I don’t know why, I 

knew it was my father trying to 
reach me and I cried out, “Daddy, 

Daddy, I know you’re there!”

Again I called, “Daddy, please 

stay,” but gradually the lights 
faeded and I was alone. The water 

came on again.

I hadn’t been thinking about my 
father, Nathan Fields, that day. He 

had died of a heart attack over a 

year previously, but inexplicably I 

knew he was trying to reach me. A 

keen sense of loss swept over me 

and I started to cry.

The incident has never been re­

peated, but to this day I am sure 
that my father was trying to com­

municate with those beautiful gol­
den lights.—Ramona, Calif.



STRANGEST
LIST

INTHEopinionsof the editors of Strange
Magazine, the international magazine of 

unexplained phenomena, the following are 
the 10 strangest occurrences of the past 
year (from October 1,1987, to October 1, 
1988) in descending order. Over 1000 
occurrences were considered for this year*  s 
“10 Strangest List” This list is not an 
endorsement of the “reality" or the exis­
tence of any of these phenomena and these 
cases have not necessarily been fully in­
vestigated by Strange Magazine’s staff.
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Rather, they are gleaned from the interna­
tional press and should be viewed in that 
light.

Anyone interested in receiving the 
complete "Top 10 Strangest Events” list 
may do so free of charge by sending a legal­
sized self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
TopTenList, Strange Magazine, P.O.Box 
2246, Rockville, Md. 20852.

(1) Lizard Man
Few would have suspected that dur­

ing the summer of 1988 the sleepy town of
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Bishopville, S.C., would be thescene of the 
most highly publicized creature flap of all 
time. Whether fact, fiction or a combina­
tion of both, the Lizard Man will go down 
as one of the most controversial and well 
publicized American monsters of the 
1980’s, if not in the history of monster lore.

(2) Reagan Astrology Flap
Many Americans were surprised to 

leant that much of past President Ronald 
Reagan’s schedule had been determined 
astrologically. Actually, Nancy Reagan's 
reliance on astrology had been reported 
years earlier. The real news was the extent 
to which astrology may have affected the 
presidential schedule.

(3) Japan Christ
A transcript of an ancient scroll in 

Shingo Village, Japan, claims that Shingo 
was the final resting place of Jesus after his 
death at the age of 106. The chronicles 
claim that Jesus escaped persecution in 
Palestine and traveled via Siberia to Alaska, 
then by ship to Japan.

(4) Horicon Haunting
Horicon, Wis., residents Allen and 

Debora Tallman along with their three 
children were reportedly afflicted by esca­
lating poltergeist phenomena for a few 
months. The last straw for Tailman came 
when a thing emerged from the floor in his 
one-year-old daughter’s bedroom; it was, 
he said, “gassy and foggy,” vocally threat­
ening, with green eyes and flames.

(5) ЛлЛ Frog Fall
Pink frogs fell from the sky in a Glou­

cester, England, rainstorm. Investigators 
found these frogs exist in Ле Sahara desert 
and presumedly were transferred by storm 
winds from Morocco to Gloucester wrth- 
out transferring Ле sand in which Леу 
hide.

(6) Electric People
Pauline Shaw, a46-year-old London 

resident, is full of electricity and has trouble 
controlling Ле intermittently powerful 
discharges. She has put out of commission 
three VCRs, a dozen radios, 12 TVs, 10 
washing machines and at least 250 light 
bulbs.

(7) Knowles UFO Car Case
Members of Ле Knowles family were 

driving through Ле Nullabor Plain in 
Western Australia on January 20, 1988, 
when Леу claim to have sighted an egg- 
shaped UFO. The glowing object chased 
Лек car, allegedly lifted Лек car and shook 
it violently, leaving Ле car wiA blown out 
tires and covered by ashes.

(8) Winning Lotto Dream
New Jersey resident Michael Gabri­

ele says his daughter came to him in an 
eerie dream less Лап атопЛ after she died 
and told him to play Lotto. He won $10.5 
million Ле next day wiA Ле numbers on 
tickets found in his 23-year old deceased 
daughter’s car.

(9) Ghost Boat
The Rev. Thomas Willis, exorcist of 

buildings for the Diocese of York in En­
gland, was called upon to rid the 635-foot 
trawler Pickering of its haunting presences. 
The Bridlington Bay-based trawler had a 
history of strange happenings such as cab­
ins Ла! would freeze up despite a working 
heating system, flashing lights, unreliable 
steering that would send the ship in circles, 
and a radar system that would go haywire 
at 1:30 A.M. only at sea.

(10) The "Hard to Believe" Award 
for 1988: “Elvis Is Alive"

While not limited to the past year. Ле 
“Elvis Lives” rumors peaked with Ле re­
lease of Ле book Is Elvis Alive? by Gail 
Brewer-Giorgio and its accompanying 
cassette tape purporting to contain a recent 
message from the supposedly dead pop 
singer.
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BOOKS
NEWS & REVIEWS

by D. Scott Rogo

DREAM CONTACT

POLLS have documented that 
large percentages of the American 
(and other) people report psychic, reli­

gious and mystical experiences. (For 
some specifics, see Andrew Mackenzie's 
“How Common Are Psychic Experi­
ences?", November 1987 FATE.)Evaluat- 
ing the significance of such experiences 
for both the percipients and society at 
large is parapsychology’s newest chal­
lenge. The personal side of psychic 
events also serves as the subject of two 
recent books on the paranormal.

Psychologist David Ryback focuses 
on psychic dreaming in his new book 
Dreams That Come True (Dolphin/ 
Doubleday. Garden City, N.Y., 1988, 
267 pages, $17.95), written with Letitia 
Sweitzer. Dr. Ryback became interested 
in the subject when he noticed that peo­
ple commonly report such experiences. 
This led him to conduct a poll of 433 
college undergraduates, of whom 66.9 
percent reported psychic dreams. When 
he eliminated obvious coincidences and 
other ersatz cases, he concluded that 8.8 
percent of the public experience such 
dreams. Letitia Sweitzer joined Ryback 
in his research after she expressed her 
skepticism of his findings. But when she 
conducted her own informal survey, her

results closely replicated her colleague’s.
Dreams That Come True is filled 

with dozens of firsthand cases reported 
by the people surveyed. Many of the 
cases reported in the book, if recalled 
accurately by the witnesses, seem too de­
tailed to be explained normally. These 
fascinating incidents, taken alone, make 
the book worth reading.

Besides reporting cases, Ryback and 
Sweitzer introduce us to some of the 
dreamers, most of them women. Clair­
voyant dreaming and possible “dream 
contact” with the dead are also dis­
cussed. This second subject is especially 
provocative because conventional sur­
vival research has paid little attention to 
it. True, such stories are difficult to 
evaluate, but even the great Swiss psy­
chologist C. G. Jung believed it was 
possible to communicate with the dead 
through dreams.

Ryback and Sweitzer treat the subject 
cautiously. While not rejecting out of 
hand the possibility of post-death con­
tact, they prefer to believe that such 
dreams result from psychological fac­
tors, such as the living person’s attempt 
to deal with his bereavement. Some­
times genuinely extraordinary informa­
tion may be communicated by the 
“dead” in dreams, but the authors hold
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that this information, like the dream 
characters themselves, is produced by 
the dreamer’s own psyche.

The rest of the book is padded with 
information on dream interpretation. 
Ryback and Sweitzer offer do-it-your- 
self suggestions which tend to detract 
from the central parapsychological 
thrust of the book. But these instruc­
tions are more sophisticated and legiti­
mate than can be found in most popular 
— and worthless — dream books.

While Dreams That Come True is a 
generally worthwhile book, it has two 
major problems. Much has been pub­
lished in the parapsychological litera­
ture on psychic dreaming and related 
spontaneous experiences. A number of 
surveys on the subject, for instance, 
were published in the 1950’s by the late 
Dr. Louisa Rhine (wife of J. B. Rhine) 
who made a career of studying cases of 
real-life ESP. Oddly, Ryback and Sweit­
zer never mention these and similar stud­
ies or otherwise integrate their re­
search into the context of this rich 
literature.

It is also unfortunate that the authors 
didn’t try to formally document some ol 
their better cases. Since many of the 
dreamers reported their experiences to 
friends before their predictions were 
fulfilled, some of these stories could 
have been easily corroborated.

LIFE AFTER LIFE AFTER LIFE

P.M.H. Atwater’s Coming Back tc 
Life (Dodd, Mead and Company 
New York, N.Y., 1988, 242 pages 

$16.95) follows closely on the heels o: 
Kenneth Ring’s Heading Towarc 
Omega (1984) and Charles P. Flynn’i 
After the Beyond (1986) in its examina 
tion of people’s lives subsequent to thei
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near-death experiences. The book has a 
personal flavor because Atwater herself 
is a NDE survivor.

Following her experience, she spoke 
with dozens who had similar experi­
ences. As had Ring and Flynn, Atwater 
found that NDEs profoundly change 
the lives of the survivors. They begin to 
appreciate the overwhelming power of 
love, focus on spiritual and humanistic 
life goals, apparently become more intui­
tive or psychic, and so on.

Each of these observations is interest­
ing, but at no point does Atwater con­
sider whether these life changes result 
specifically from the NDE. Psycholo­
gists have long known that many kinds 
of intense psychological experiences 
can cause people to change their lives in 
radical ways. It would be interesting to 
study some of this literature and see if 
the inner changes reported by NDE 
survivors differ from or conform to 
those reported by religious converts, 
suicide survivors or cult defectors.

Unlike less insightful commentators 
on the NDE, Atwater resists the tempta­
tion to paint a wholly rosy picture of life 
after the NDE. To the contrary, she 
shows that daily life in the wake of such 
a powerful experience can be difficult. 
Dealing with a world still tied to mate­
rial values can be upsetting and some 
NDE survivors find little in common 
with their previous spouses or careers. 
Some of Atwater's informants reported 
divorces which they blamed directly on 
the psychological aftershocks of their 
experiences. In fact, Coming Back to 
Life contains a chapter on “How to 
Help Near-Death Survivors” which 
should be essential reading for re­
searchers and parapsychologists work­
ing in this field of study.
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By the time you read this, Atwater’s 
publisher, Dodd, Mead, may be out of 
business, so the hardcover edition of her 
book may be hard to find. Fortunately, 
a Ballantine paperback version will 
soon be available.

PSYCHIC WARFARE: FACT OR 
FICTION? edited by John White, 
Aquarian Press, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire, England, 1988, 
222 pages, £5.99, paperback.

THE GOLDEN CHALICE edited by 
Maria Mirand Larissa Vilenskaya, H.
S. Dakin Company, San Francisco, 
Calif., 1987,192 pages, $5.95, paper­
back.

Despite substantial changes within 
the Soviet Union, Moscow’s attitude 
toward the study of parapsychology 
remains obscure and ambivalent. This 
has its roots in ideological fears of any 
infusion of “idealistic”—i.e., nonmate- 
rialistic — thought into Soviet society. 
But it is also related to the interest 
Moscow’s military-scientific community 
appears to be taking in the manipula­
tion of the human mind and its possible 
use as a military weapon.

John White’s anthology Psychic 
Warfare: Fact or Fiction? provides a 
multifaceted overview of what it regards 
as “the threat posed by the existence of 
psi and psychotronic weaponry.” The 
volume begins with an account by 
Thomas Bearden, a retired U.S. Army 
lieutenant colonel, of the mysterious 
sinking of the submarine U.S.S. 
Thresher which the author attributes to 
the action of a psychotronic (hyperspa- 
tial) superweapon, located in the Soviet 
Urals. The book ends with a brief essay 

by Stanley Krippner and Arthur Hast­
ings, “Scenario One," a futuristic drama­
tization of “team telepathy.”

Other contributions range from such 
historic papers as the late Anita Grego­
ry’s summary of Soviet physiologist 
Prof. Leonid L. Vasiliev’s work on 
hypnosis-at-a-distance, to Michael 
Rossman’s provocative essay on var­
ious potentials of psychic warfare (with 
the forbidding title “On Some Matters 
of Concern in Psychic Research"). Other 
contributions deal with topics such as 
the Pentagon’s “psychic task force,” the 
pioneer research of Nicola Tesla and its 
impact on current developments (one of 
two additional contributions by 
Bearden). In all, there are 13 chapters, 
dealing with a variety of aspects of the 
book’s basic theme, and of sufficiently 
diverse styles, approaches and quality 
to keep the reader consistently absorbed.

Our most reliable pipeline into Soviet 
parapsychology has been, for nearly a 
decade, the remarkable long-distance 
collaboration between Barbara Ivanova 
in Moscow and her former colleague in 
the Soviet capital, Larissa Vilenskaya, 
currently in California. Vilenskaya edits 
Psi Research, an East-West journal of 
parapsychology, psychotronics and psy­
chobiophysics. 77ie Golden Chalice, co­
edited with Maria Mir, pays tribute to 
Ivanova by reprinting a representative 
selection of her key papers and provid­
ing biographical, anecdotal and profes­
sional appraisals of her work.

Barbara Inavova had an opportunity 
to leave the Soviet Union in the late 
1970’s but decided that her ongoing 
parapsychological studies should take 
precedent over her personal life. Her 
career as a professional translator­
interpreter was destroyed by her devo-
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Tomas Корка was a steely-eyed 
lion tamer, perhaps as swashbuckling 

as the European world has turned out. 
He seemed to think nothing of sticking 

his head into the jaws of the big tawny 

beasts. He was sitting just outside his 
cage of lions getting ready to perform 

once again for the Sagi Bros. Circus, 

when Tomas let out a scream of horror 

as he clutched at his leg. He was so 

scared that his face seemed to turn 
absolutely white with fear — and 

moments later he was dead. A tiny 
mouse had crawled up his leg. Said 
Daniel Papp, the circus doctor at Cyor, 

Hungary, “The mouse scared him so 

his heart stopped.”
•

Jody Hutchinson of Minot, N. Dak., 

was hurt in an automobile accident. 
He was rushed to a hospital in an 

ambulance and it was struck by a car 

and overturned. This time Mr. Hutch­
inson was killed.

•

Frank and Wanda Kaduk of 
Westmont, П1., have enough children 

to field a football team —11 — but it 

isn’t likely to happen. They’re all 

girls. What they might do is become 

acquainted with the Feltons of Bir­
mingham, England; Irene and Lionel 

have 11 children, too — all boys.

Victor Guzman was on his way 
home after seeing a movie at a Chicago 
theater when he became aware of a 
disturbance at a filling station. State 

Trooper Dennis Galle had been shot in 
the abdomen as he attempted to break 

up an argument. Guzman promptly 
jumped in, grabbed Galle’s gun and 
kept the two men involved covered. “I 

don’t know if I’ddo it again,” he admits. 

But he was just doing what someone 

had done in a scene of the movie he’d 

just seen, Robocop.
•

In Draperstown, Northern Ireland, 

grief-stricken Charlie Rogers was 

digging a grave for his brother — and 
wound up dying in it himself. The 
grave collapsed and he suffocated.

•
It was a strange way to meet. It was 

on a bus in West Berlin — they’d 

literally bumped into each other. It 

was so literal that Christina was bowled 

over. Gunter picked her up and apolo­

gized profusely. He even invited her 
out to dinner. Two years later they 

were married. The marriage was a 

strange, and sad, affair, too. They were 

kissing for photographers moments 
after the wedding when Gunter Wunsch 

suddenly slumped to the floor. He’d 

had a heart attack and died.
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tion to the study of psychic phenomena.
The book begins with a description of 

Maria Mir’s visit to Moscow and her 
initial personal contact with Ivanova. 
Subsequent sections deal with “The 
Soviet Psychic Healing Controversy,” 
“Transcending Contemporary Scientific 

Concepts” and such “Exotic Areas of 
Psi” as reincarnation and “voices from 
the unknown."There is also a section on 
links between human beings, animals 
and other elements of nature, as well as 
a concluding collection of essays in 
which Ivanova offers words of caution 
to psychics about physical and mental 
risks.

The White anthology and the Ivan­
ova collection are strikingly different in 
mood and content. One warns of psy­
chic warfare, while the other, with its 
emphasis on healing, conveys an air of 
universal understanding. Both, 1 think, 
are helpful in widening our view of 
developments in the U.S.S.R. and 
should impel us to continue monitoring 
evolving events with open-minded at­
tention. — Martin Ebon.

CHANNELERS by Robin Westen, 
Putman's/Perigee Books, New York, 
N.Y., 1988,224 pages, $9.95, paper­
back.

Whether Channelers is a good or a 
bad book depends entirely on what you 
think of the phenomenon called “chan­
neling.”

If you are convinced that there exist 
exalted beings who occasionally use liv­
ing people to convey messages of inef­
fable wisdom, then this book may prove 
of real interest. It contains a history of 
channeling, with thumbnail sketches of 
such notable figures as Joan of Arc, 

Emanuel Swedenborg, Andrew Jack- 
son Davis, Edgar Cayce and Jane 
Roberts. Also included are brief biog­
raphies of all the major contemporary 
channelers and the entities they chan­
nel, with synopses of their main teach­
ings. In addition the book contains a 
fairly comprehensive New Age channel­
ing directory listing names and ad­
dresses of channels and related services 
and organizations.

All in all, the volume is an easy-to- 
use, easily-understood account of chan­
neling written from a believer’s point of 
view.

If you do not share the believer’s 
viewpoint, however, or if you take 
channels at their word and refuse to 
accept any message that does not satisfy 
your sense of rightness and reason, then 
the book is of little interest. Despite the 
publisher’s claim that the work contains 
everything you need to be informed 
about the hottest new phenomenon of 
the New Age,” readers will find little 
that might help them intelligently assess 
the channeling movement. No evidences 
or arguments are offered to sustain 
Robin Westen’s contention that chan­
neled messages proceed from real enti­
tles, nor does she even admit that there 
is a question to be considered. The view, 
endorsed by many channels, that the 
entities that speak through them are 
dramatized aspects of their own higher 
selves is likewise not addressed.

Also not mentioned, even in passing, 
are any of the numerous theories that 
would explain channeling without in­
voking the unknown. Most importantly, 
the reader is provided with no hints or 
suggestions about how to judge the 
validity or otherwise of channeled mes­
sages. One of the entities Westen quotes,
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Jach Pursel’s “Lazaris," does offer a 
few useful rules of thumb to help assess 
the value of otherworldly communi­
cation, but Westen seems to accept 
everything at face value. Evidently, for 
her any message that comes without 
conscious thought or volition is, for 
that reason alone, worthy of ail accep­
tance.

Another problem with the book is its 
fuzziness of focus. Westen never tells us 
why she wrote it, the questions she 
hoped to answer or even what the reader 
may expect to gain from the book that 
cannot be gotten elsewhere. The pub­
lishers, not surprisingly, make more 
ambitious claims for the book, but in no 
case is the claim matched by the per­
formance. Judging from appearances, 
I would judge the book a potboiler 
written to cash in on the recent popular­
ity of channeling before the practice once 
again lapses from public notice.

Let it not be misunderstood: The 
book, with its state-by-state directory of 
channels, is useful if you want to locate 
a local person who claims to be in com­
munication with higher powers, but it 
provides no clue as to what to look for, 
or look out for, once you pass through 
the door. Considering the dangers, rec­
ognized since ancient times, of traf­
ficking with denizens of the invisible 
realm. Channelers does a positive dis­
service by not informing the reader that 
in channeling, as in much else, things 
are not always what they seem. — 
Rodger I. Anderson.

FLIGHTS OF FANCY? by Lynn Pick- 
nett, Ward Lock, London, England, 
1988,124 pages, $29.95.

Imagine the shock of opening a book 

and finding that it covers almost exactly 
the topics you have found of interest, 
investigated and written about (some­
times in FATE). That was my expe­
rience with Flights of Fancy? but the 
pleasant anticipation of what was to 
come quickly faded as I began to see 
what Lynn Picknett is up to here.

Picknett comes with a blind spot — 
she сапЧ see any worldview other than 
her own. Of course this is the very atti­
tude skeptics and debunkers sometimes 
exhibit when they consider paranormal 
claims. But surely what's bad in one 
group is no better in its opposite group. 
It is one thing, as Picknett often does, to 
object to the labeling of something as 
“impossible.” It is wrong, however, to 
accept something, as Picknett often 
does, just because the “other side” 
rejects it. Each claim must be judged 
independently.

The things that Picknett investigates 
in this book include levitation, spon­
taneous human combustion, the Cot- 
tingley fairies, Fortean phenomena, and 
the mediumships of D. D. Home and 
Florrie Cook. When Picknett does 
admit fraud in the light of overwhelm­
ing evidence (e.g., the fairy photos, 
Florrie Cook possibly), she always man­
ages to hedge her statements. That 
would be acceptable if she exercised — 
as she does not — the same caution 
when the evidence in favor of the para­
normality of an event or phenomenon is 
weak. Instead she unreservedly accepts 
the genuineness of the claim in question.

Picknett, it is clear, loves mysteries 
and hates solutions, even reasonable 
ones. The result is an occasionally inter­
esting book which in the end fails to 
address the question in its title in any 
meaningful way. — Gordon Stein.
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lose columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments. Send your opinion 
articles and stories of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., 
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SHADOW OF DEATH
I am responding to Dai Circe's letter in 

Report from the Readers” (December 
988 Fate). My article “In the Shadow 
f Death” (September 1988 FATE) was 
compendium of observations made over 
lifetime about how the individual 

bout to die seems to know, at least 
iibconsciously, what will soon happen, 
he advance behavior pattern given 
'as originally developed for the chap- 
:r on Brain Shift in the book Coming 
tack to Life.
The statement concerning how hu- 

tan deaths are planned before birth 
fas a quote from soul-level communi­
ations encountered during the time I 
forked as a professional hypnotist. 
Ibservations summed for the article 
ame from thousands of case studies, 
icluding multiple-death events, even 
ne involving an airplane crash which 
laimed 24 lives.
I cannot nor would I ever state that 

ly observations prove anything, but 
hey do suggest and imply many things 
epending on who does the interpreta- 
ion. I have no vested interest in how 
nyone chooses to consider what I have 
о say. My responsibility, at least as I 

see it, is in presenting information as 
honestly and objectively as possible in what­
ever manner is appropriate for the time 
and place involved.

To the reader who feels the article 
contains dangerous and socially harm­
ful notions, I would rather suggest that 
to withhold such observations would be 
the real danger. None of us can long 
afford to exist in a vacuum, content 
within frameworks of thought that pre­
serve precious comfort zones. Dying 
taught me to confront life as it is, not as 
I might prefer it to be.—P.M.H. 
Atwater, Williamsburg, Va.

COMING TO TERMS
1 read with interest “Near Death 

Experiences Around the World” by D. 
Scott Rogo (December 1988 Fate). 1 
suggest that those collecting NDEs ask 
a few additional questions when inter­
viewing non-Westem informants.

Tropical trees often arch over a path, 
creating a tunnel-like environment as 
branches mingle together. When “walk­
ing through a forest” is given, such a 
detail should be investigated.

People who have never flown but 
always walk would most likely see them-
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selves walking along a path. People 
accustomed to seeing houses built on 
stilts might see such a house in a NDE, 
but a person who had never seen such a 
house would not. Instead of “floating” 
or “walking" we might substitute “trav­
eling,” establishing a universal term to 
the experience. “Going to a higher 
place” could be indicated by a hill, 
stairway, or ladder.

We are not taught to think in sym­
bols; we are not taught to understand 
symbolic utterances such as the parables 
of Jesus or the fables of Aesop. NDEs 
are best understood in that respect.— 
Ernestine Busch, Springfield, III.

FIREWALKER FEATS
It’S understandable that scientists would 

like to completely explain firewalking- 
without-burning by laws of nature. 
(“Fireproof People” by Gordon Stein, 
August 1988 Fate). But the cooler-ash- 
covering-hot-coals theory сапЧ explain 
the firewalking that I and thousands of 
others witnessed in late August 1973 at 
the Canadian National Exhibition in 
Toronto.

Hot limestone rocks — not ash-cov- 
ered hot coals — with an average diame­
ter of about 10 inches were walked on. 
The rocks taken from the shore of Lake 
Ontario filled a rectangular pit about 10 
feet by six feet and, we were told, four to 
five feet deep. The stones were heated by 
a seven-foot high pile of old boards and 
discarded hardwood furniture, which 
burned until it was reduced to ashes.

The firewalking ceremony began 
immediately after the coals were raked 
off the stones. Four formally-dressed, 
distinguished visitors, as instructed, 
came forward one by one and tossed a 
white linen handkerchief on the hot
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rocks. Each cloth burst into a puff of 
smoke about five to 10 inches above the 
rocks.

Twelve young Fijian firewalkers were 
introduced. They walked to the fiery 
rocks, stepped onto them gingerly, and 
walked across the 10-foot length.

Afterwards several firewalkers 
roamed around within the enclosure to 
answer onlookers' questions. 1 asked to 
see the soles of one man's feet. I almost 
expected to see horny calluses and old 
bum scars. But his soles were soft and 
pink with no scars. I asked what it felt 
like to walk on hot rocks. He said that 
his feet felt cool, never warm. And the 
rocks felt quite slippery. This was the 
reason, he explained, why the firewalk­
ers stepped carefully while looking 
down at the rocks to see where they 
placed their feet so they avoided slip­
ping and falling. The implication was 
that falling on the rocks might have 
jarred them so that the ceremonial pro­
tection might have been lost causing the 
firewalkers severe bums.

It is possible that we don4 yet know 
all the laws of nature, as well as all the 
ways that known and unknown laws of 
nature can manifest. Someday physi­
cists and electrical engineers working 
with metaphysicists and clairvoyants 
may be able to show how the mind can 
direct the body to cool high heat or 
warm great cold as well as levitate, dis­
appear and reappear.—Joanne Ashley. 
Manlius. N.Y.

UNIQUE WHITE IRIS
Mention of flowers blooming “from the 

top axis of cabbages and on the leaf tops 
of green vegetables” by Michael Bowker 
in “Can Animals Predict Earthquakes?” 
(July 1988 Fate) was timely and apro-
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pos to recent phenomena in our neigh­
borhood.

On Sunday afternoon, May 22,1988, 
while my wife and I were 20 miles away 
attending commencement at Smith Col­
lege, lightning struck a 70-foot ash tree 
in front of our property, splitting the 
main trunk from top to bottom and 
completely stripping bark from a length 
of some 20 feet. The bang stirred sedi­
ment in the deep well tank resulting in 
riled water for two days.

Although there was no evidence that 
wiring or equipment motors were dam­
aged, the electric field must have been 
intense. A nearby TV set stopped work­
ing due to a ruined transistor and all the 
tab stops were cleared on the electronic 
typewriter. The coolant level sensor on 
a car parked in the garage had to be 
replaced. A neighbor one-quarter mile 
to the northwest observed sparks com­
ing from an unplugged TV.

Oddest of all was the behavior of a 
bed of yellow iris plants. Buds had 
formed but were not due to flower with 
their normal yellow coloring for another 
week. However, the next morning and 
lasting three days, one blossom ap­
peared — completely white.—Clifton J. 
Noble, Huntington, Mass.

BENVENISTE SUPPORT
In “I See by the Papers” (December 

1988 FATE), Curtis Fuller discusses 
Jacques Benvcniste’s research report. 
In summary the subject partly relates to 
human white blood cells activated by 
dilutions of antigens to as great as IO to 
the 120th power. These research results 
were unreasonably attacked.

I worked out an explanation that 
could be verified with an electron mi­
croscope at each level of dilution. As
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ntastic as it may sound, I have reason 
• believe that the theory can be true. 
At some level of dilution, the antigen 
reduced to its atomic state, which 

leans that atoms exist in the numbers 

i. It is undoubtedly true that the
antigen, a compound of molecules, de­
tectable in some physical manner, is no 
longer present. However, the atomic 
constituents, not detectable in any
physical manner, are still present. 

When this diluted aqueous solution 
comes in contact with a white blood 
cell, itself molecular, the atoms in the 
solution attach themselves to the blood
cell (plus) antigen molecules.

It is my hope that someone with 
access to an electron microscope will 
attempt to prove or disprove this theory. 
—Ralph IF. Strong, Las Vegas, Nev.

THE HOLE THEORY
In September 1880 David Lang, a 

farmer walking in his field near Gal­
latin, Tenn., vanished in full view of five 
witnesses never to be seen again. It was 
believed he went into a hole in the 
ground about 20 feet in diameter. He 
was walking on solid ground when he 
vanished and no hole was ever found.

In the late 1940’s Rev. Alfred Byles 
and his wife witnessed a hole that had 
appeared across a path in his church­
yard in Yealmpton, Devon, England. 
The hole was visible for some time and 
became larger before it completely dis­
appeared.

On a summer afternoon in the late 
1940’s, 1 witnessed such an appearance 
of a hole in a field just outside Thomas­
ville, Tenn. It grew to 30 to 40 feet in 
diameter before I fled in fright. Days 
later after getting enough nerve to re-
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turn, I found no hole, only solid ground 
which had since been plowed by a 
fanner for planting. I was the only wit­
ness to the hole phenomenon.

If bottomless holes can appear and 
disappear in solid earth, might they not 
also be above as well as below? Could a 
black hole, time warp vortex, be the 
answer to the disappearance of David 
Lang, the men and planes and other 
victims of the Bermuda Triangle? Per­
sonally 1 don't accept the space-alien 
connection.

I wonder how many others have seen 
such holes, but have chosen not to go 
in.—C.D. Jackson, Douglasville, Ga.

The David Lang story, although 
widely reported as true inpopular books 
on “unexplained mysteries, "apparently 
is little more than a folktale without 
foundation in fact. See Robert Schade- 
wald's “David Lang Vanishes...For­
ever," December 1977 Fate.— The 
Editors.

SERIOUS SEEKERS
After reading Stuart C. Burdick’s 

letter in “Report from the Readers”(De- 
cember 1988 FATE), I feel empathy for 
all those souls searching for the truth, 
as I myself have been doing. Two great 
revelations have come to us in this 
century.

From Austria comes the Great Gos­
pel of John through the Inner Word to a 
Christian Jew of the direct lineage of 
David. The English translation has just 
been published in an abridged form and 
is available in the U.S. at Divine Word 
Foundation, 4880 Piper St., Fremont 
Calif. 94538.

(Continued on page 126)



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Scholarly book­
let proves Flavius Josephus created fictional 
Jesus, Gospels. $5.00. — Abelard, Box 5652- 
M, Kent, WA 98064, (Details: SASE)

THE CHURCH OF LIGHT Hermetic Cor­
respondence Course in Astrology, Alchemy, 
Magic, Tarot, Numerology. Free literature. 
— Dept. F, P.O. Box 76862, L.A., CA 
90076.

GAIN MIRACULOUS POWERS! Change 
your future! Use powerful Huna system of 
ancient Hawaii, authentically researched and 
revealed. Learn simple method of making 
your high-magic-prayers actally come true. 
Illustrated new book, “Mana Magic," teaches 
you how. Send $9.50 (California residents 
add 6!6% sales tax) plus $1.00 shipping. — 
Barnhart Press, P.O. Box 27940, Los An­
geles, CA 90027

GUARDIAN ANGELS—Discover amazing 
facts concerning their existence! Free liter­
ature! — Mamre, 1301-D Sherwood, Ox­
ford, AL 36203

ASTROLOGY IS A GREAT ASSET, but 
why spend a small fortune going to a pro 
when, with a bit of effort, you can learn how 
yourself? Soon you'll likely do at least as well 
as the average pro, and you can afford to do 
it again, and again... How to learn? With Ove 
Sehested's home-study course. Master 
Course in Basic Astrology. It’s both the 
easiest — yet most comprehensive — course 
of them all, and certainly the most fun. Rec­
ommended by AFA (ask them!). For com­
plete details, write today: Uranus Publish­
ing, Inc., Dept. F289, 221-T Evans Road, 
Sequim, WA 98382

PERSONAL HOROSCOPE, Computer 
analysis $12 plus $ 1, s&h. Forecast 3 months 
$12 plus $1, 6 months $15 plus $1.50, 12 
months $22 plus $2, 2-person comparison 
$15 plus $1.50. Send payment, birth date, 
time, & place to Personal Astro Services, 128 
Jade, Dept. 2, Corpus Christi, TX 78409

BOOKS, BOOKS, ASTROLOGY BOOKS! 
The largest selection in the Universe (we 
think). Over 1000 books on astrology to 
choose from. Thumbnail descriptions of 
special ones. Also, a full line of astro­
software for your computer) and how to 
make money!). A page on how to choose a 
reference library. And more! Ask for 
“Bookcat,” include $2 (refundable), send to 
Uranus Publishing, Inc., Dept. FB389 221-T 
Evans, Sequim, WA 98382.

REINCARNATIONAL TRAVEL. No 
more humdrum holidays. $3.50. — Jeanday 
Publications, Box 524, Postal Station Q, 
Toronto, Canada M4T 2M5

NOW! Resist domination from others. Con­
quer negative influences. Achieve personal 
goals. Results-oriented program reveals how. 
Details free. Write now! — Mys-Star, 593 
East 164 St., Bronx, NY 10456

SWEDENBORG'S Heaven and Hell, $6.00; 
Divine Providence, $2.00. — Bowman Brac- 
kin, 4919 18 Ave. S., Mpls, MN 55417

UNDERSTANDING YOURSELF As The 
Universe. Free information. Send large 
SASE. — The Candid Register, 13 Churchill 
Rd., Durham, NH 03824 

SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO GOD.
Booklet, $4.00. - M.K. Hetzler, 2224 Forest 
Parkway, Muscatine, IA 52761
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HOW TO SIT BACK And Rake In A 
Bundle Selling Books By Mail. Send $6.95 
for book. — P.L. Massie Co., Box 44025, 
Fort Washington. MD 20744

AVAILABLE: WORLD’S LARGEST 
collection of palmistry books and over 40 
years of scientific palmistry research papers. 
Need buyer, partner or help in publishing at 
least three books on scientific palmistry­
hand analysis. Call Ben Nigro at 609/641- 
9589 or P.O. Box 541. Pleasantville, NJ 
08232

OCCULT MAGICK, THE UNKNOWN. 
Used and rare book listing for SASE. — 
Simmons, 223 Spring St., Newport, R1 
02840

TRAVEL IN OTHER DIMENSIONS: 
Unique report explains how; using secret 
techniques and machines. 47-page report. 
Rush $8.95 to Harder Publishing. RD #2. 
Box 255, Shinglehouse. PA 16748 (stamps)

THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS. Learn 
how Satan has deceived the entire world. 
The god you pray to could be the prince of 
darkness. Rush $4.95 to Harder Publishing, 
RD #2. Box 255, Shinglehouse. PA 16748 
(stamps)

STEPHEN KAPLAN, world’s greatest ex­
pert on vampires. 188 pages. Source, $1.00. 
- 2RM. P.O. Box 386. Pine Island. NY 
10969

PATHWAYS TO THE GODS, a book on 
spiritual enlightenment through neo-pagan- 
ism. $4.90. — Grey-Wolf Publishing, P.O. 
Box 1768. Lynn. MA 01903

OCCULT BOOKS. Catalog. 25c stamp.
Collins. Box 168, Appalachia. VA 24216

TALK WITH SPIRITS. Use ordinary yard 
stick (Ju-Ju Stick). Information, $10.00. 
(outside U.S. $12.00). — Dr. M.D. Michael­
son, 4035 Blaisdell. Minneapolis, MN 
55409-1510

PRACTICAL METAPHYSICS. Free book­
let. — Perfect Reality, Dept. AF, Box 366, 
Elkhorn. NE 68022

RUDOLF STEINER’S BOOKS on Spiri­
tual Science, reincarnation, meditation, 
medicine, esoteric Christianity, Waldorf 
Education and more. Free catalog. — 
Anthroposophic Press, RD 4, Suite 20, 
Hudson, NY 12534. 518/851-2054.

“THE MENTATEX PROCESS" is a the­
ory. Unlike other theories, it is not here 
today and gone tomorrow. It is a practical 
approach to life that will last the test of time. 
It is a theory that offers the ultimate free­
dom. If you would like a copy, send $ 12.50 to 
The Mentatex Process, P.O. Box 8069, Port­
land. OR 97207

DAYDREAM YOUR WAY to riches! “Be­
yond The Subconscious — The Ultimate 
Mind Game." puts you in the right place at 
the right time to make your secret wishes 
come true quickly and easily without any 
conscious effort on your part. Includes 
methods, techniques and forms. Free details, 
or to order, send $12.95 + $3.00 p&h to: The 
Imagination Store, Dept. F-l, 2424 Beek­
man St., Cincinnati, OH 45214. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or money back.

FREE BOOK, The Sorcerer’s Guide. $2.00 
postage — Gould, Box 245232, Neptune 
Station, Brooklyn, NY 11224

OCCULT, PSYCHIC. CRYSTAL books 
exchanged! Send a book, receive a different 
book! Include $1.00 postage and handling. 
- Lacey’s, P.O. Box 290, Queens. NY 11421

HEALING HANDBOOK, $2.50. Tuning- 
In, $2.50. — Tao Books, Guaranteed, P.O. 
Box 40. Station S, Toronto, Canada M5M 
4L6

WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY. OCCULT 
books. Catalog $2.00, refundable with order. 
- Moonrise, Box 405, Buffalo, NY 14205

LOTTO PLAYERS! RACE-GOERS! Na­
ture’s secret code alone can eliminate chance 
and bring consistent success. — E.F. Lati­
mer, P.O. Box 396, Rexdale, Ontario, Can­
ada M9W 5L4

WITCHCRAFT SPELLS - Revealing an­
cient power secrets show how to cast spells to 
Si whatever you want. — Box 9133-BW, 

reensboro, NC 27429.
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SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner’s per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. — META, Box 
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035- 
F Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95 
— META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

FORBIDDEN TRUTHS exposed that 
churches hide. Free information. Send 
SASE. — Don Murphy, 5505 Indian River 
Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23464

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (Future). 
Discover who you were—what you did in 
past lives. Simple, safe, effective technique. 
Send $5.95—META, Box 6064ST, Long 
Island City, NY 11106

STOP DYING LIVE FOREVER. Learn 
mysteries eternal life. — Divinamics, Box 
I867F, Covina, CA 91722

RAINBOW'S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog 
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita­
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which ap­
plies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed. 
—META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychometry! 
Alexr. Verner's book tells how you can 
psychometrize objects to reveal valuable 
information you need for success. Send 
$2.95.—META, Box 6064PS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man 
Know Thyself.”“Be Thy Real Self,"“Medi­
tation and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. —MagiCenter, Box 1166, 
Paradise, CA 95969

GOOD MONEY! Weekly! Processing mail 
from home! Free details. Write: Moneymak­
ers, 324-A N. 18th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85007

EXCITING SPARETIME Profitunities! 
Free proof. — Publisher, Box 3483, New 
York, NY 10008

GET SALES for your product or service 
with an ad here. FATE readers are con­
firmed mail order buyers—and numerous 
enough to pack a couple of superbowls. Send 
Sur order to: Adv. Dept., FATE Magazine,

10 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABAL AH. 
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA93116

BHBB■■■■■■ 

FOOTHILLS QUARTZ CRYSTAL, jewel­
ry, books, more! Catalog: Box 10432, Den­
ver, CO 80210. We have scepters!

CRYSTAL EARRINGS! Attract instant 
attention wearing these gorgeous 32% lead 
crystal earrings with facets of glittering bril­
liance. Three styles for pierced ears: 11mm 
teardrop-shaped crystals on gold-tone kid­
ney wires, 4mm round-shaped studs on posts 
or 6mm round-shaped studs on posts. Ex­
pensive looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.25 
p/h each pair. Please be sure to specify 
style(s) of your choice.—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

119



FREE CRYSTAL BRACELET with the 
purchase of two 16-inch genuine gemstone 
necklaces! Crystal, garnet, carnelian, rose 
quartz, amethyst, bloodstone. $14.50 each. 
Brochure, $1.00. — Wish Upon A Star, Box 
322-FM, Arlington, WA 98223-0322

CRYSTALS — Natural Arkansas crystals 
for psychic development. Money back guar­
antee. $5.00 each. — Psychic Development 
Association, Box 1393-rC, New Bem, NC 
28560

DOWSING
DOWSING FOR EVERYONE: $1.00 brings 
complete catalog for pendulums. Original 
Cameron Aurameter, swing rods, instruc­
tional video tape and books. — Life Under­
standing Foundation, Box 30305, Santa 
Barbara, C A 93130. Phone: (805) 682-5151.

DRAGONS
GREAT SELECTION OF DRAGONS! 
Sculptures, T-shirts, stationery, rubber 
stamps and more. Holographic sticker and 
24-page catalog, $2.00. — Dancing Dragons 
Designs, F3, 1881 Fieldbrook, Arcata, CA 
95521

I ENERGY

ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A Life 
Energy charging device invented by Wilhelm 
Reich MD; experimental use only. Multi­
Wave Oscillator: A high voltage Tesla coil 
device invented by Georges Lakhovsky. ELF 
Generator: An electronic psychic amplifica­
tion device. UFO Detector: A magnetic field 
distortion detector. Info pack, $5.00 (refund 
with order). — Super Science, Dept. F, P.O. 
Box 392, Dayton, OH 45409. 513/298-7116.
Ц. HEALTH

SUPER-INTELLIGENCE! Amazing results 
guaranteed. — EDEF, Box 607, Adelanto, 
CA 92301-0607

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita 
Florum flower essence. Helps direct con­
sciousness into calm, unitive, constructive 
states of being and awareness — Vita Flo- 
rum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, M5W IA2 
Canada

HYPNOSIS
WE TEACH YOU to be a Registered Hyp­
notist. 10-cassette course — learn at your 
own speed. Course and diploma, $79.96. 
Send to Pivot Press-F, 1306 Bon Rea, Reno, 
Free details.

SELF-HYPNOSIS ON CASSETTE 
TAPES. Free catalog - ABC, 404F N. 
Windsor, Arlington Heights, IL 60004

HYPNOTISM INVENTORY SELLOUT. 
Discounts.—Zoist, Box 304, Miami Springs, 
FL 33266

НИ ШЯМНПММ HHB
LEARN HOW TO make your affirmations 
work. $11.50 ppd. - Ross, PO Box I4I3FI, 
Riverside, CA 92501

MYSTERIOUS FORCES and ancient psy­
chic teachings revealed for the first time by 
the secret Order of Law-One. Write for free 
information: Order of Law-One, Box 163, 
Newport, Ml 48166

DEVELOP SUPERNATURAL POWERS! 
Free experiments. — Publisher, Box 3483, 
New York, NY 10008

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free information. — Growth, 
Dept. 812, 18648 Clark St., Tarzana, CA 
91356

SING BEAUTIFULLY, EASILY! Free

Rroof. — Publisher, Box 3483, New York, 
IY 10008

HELP YOURSELF TO SUCCESS. Learn 
Tarot, Numerology at home with personal 
attention of your teacher. Free information. 
— Lioux Astro Center, 117 Wesley, Capi­
tola, CA 95010. 408-475-1952.

PARAPSYCHOLOGY COURSE. Certifi- 
cate/diploma, $1.00. (refundable). — 
A. A. P, Box 225-F, Canoga Park, C A 91305

MAGAZINES
GHOST STORIES, personal experiences, 
new fiction, old legends. $1/sample. 
$l2/year. Messages Journal, Alexander Pub­
lishing, Box L, Millerstown, PA 17062
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EXPLORATIONS - Lots of
__________ $12.00/year; sample $2.00. —
Box 561, Quincy, IL 62306-0561

SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION: A 
magazine of the radical wing of the New Age 
movement. Original comments and channel­
ings from the author and readers of War In 
Heaven. Sample copy, $1.00. — S/R Press, 
Box 60327, Palo Alto, CA 943064)327

KOSMON VOICE: Sample, $2.00. - P.O. 
Box 664, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-0664

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
Spiritualist newspaper—world's largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, r, 20 Earlham St.. London 
WC2H 9LW England.

TOTAL ECLIPSE - Illustrated journal of 
occult, bizarre, unusual. $1 sample, $10 year. 
- P.O. Box 1055, Suisun, CA 94585

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and or­
ganizes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for 
your library for only $8.95 each plus $2.50 
each postage-handling. — FATE Magazine, 
3510 Western Ave., Highland Park. IL60035 

“REVELATIONS OF AWARENESS” 
Cosmic Newsletter. Astonishing channel­
ings! Trial copy free! — Cosmic Awareness, 
Box 115-H, Olympia, WA 98507

FREE TICKET on $1,000,000 lottery. — 
Classified, Box 2535, Saint John, New 
Brunswick, Canada E2L 4S8

RESUME. Write your own! Instructions: 
$5.00 to P.O. Box 200 Fl, Hadley, MA 
01035

UFO KIT. Folders, map, magazine. $1.00 
-Box 347032, Cleveland, OH 44134-7032

SEEKERS-CONNECT with others! Free 
information. — Dimensions, Box 251-F, 
The Dalles, OR 97058-0251

4 1989 PEN PAL Lists. USA or oversea. 
Men or women list. $2.50 each. SASE. — 
Galanti, POB 25893, Chicago, IL 60625.

BINAURAL SIGNAL GENERATOR for 
meditation, reprogramming. Input for cas­
sette player. $250.00. — C. Gavin, 1102 N. 
Brand Blvd. #23, Glendale, CA 91202

STAT — A growing national UFO study/ 
investigation body, welcomes new members. 
All members receive an ID card, information 
booklet, certificate of membership and quar­
terly copy of the UFO Journal. SASE for 
information to: STAT, P.O. Box 1261, Fall 
River, MA 02722 

“SEED COINS IN A NUTSHELL” by 
Wanda Sue Parrott. Free bonus “Penny 
Pyramid Instruction Kit" (How to convert 
Ic seed coin into $100 yield). Astounding! 
Never fails! Rush $10: “Seed Coin Secrets,” 
203 E. Washita St., F-5, Springfield, MO 
65807

UFOs: 1947-1987. $1.00. - Box 347032, 
Cleveland, OH 44134

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 pa­
pers available! 306-page catalog. Rush $2.00. 
- Research, 11322 Idaho, «206FQ, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. Toll-free Hotline: 800- 
351-0222. (California: 213/477-8226).

SPIRITUAL LIBERATION through inte­
gration with Dolphin Gods. — Dolphin 
Society Church, P.O. Box 2281, Wilming­
ton, CA 90748

MAGAZINE RACK/Craft Tote Versatile 
large natural color cotton (11x14x6) to use 
with or without wooden frame. Sturdy and 
lightweight. Complete with directions for 
easy assembly. Now only $14.95 plus p/h 
$3.00 U.S., $5.00 foreign. - Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

DO YOU LONG FOR PEACE? Find it 
within yourself through Christian medita­
tion. For free information write: Universal 
Life, The Inner Religion, P.O. Box 5053, 
New Haven, CT 06525

SECRET REVEALED. The messiah is on 
earth now! Send $3.00 — Gottfried, Box 12, 
Galion, OH 44833
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NUMEROLOGY
CANT LOSE! Free numbers! SASE re­
tired. - Box 51943. San Jose. CA 95121

LOTTO LOGIC. SASE required. - Box 
51943. San Jose, CA 95121

NUMEROLOGY PROFILES. Discover you r- 
self and I or others. Send S9.95 with full birth 
name and birth date to: Munro, 1619 West­
ern Ave.. Suite 4b, Chicago Heights, IL 
60411

FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often! 
Send birth date, SASE. — Mystic, Box 
2009-F, Jamestown, NC 27282

OCCULT

WICCAN, DRUIDIC, EGYPTIAN, tradi­
tional incense, oils, bath salts, herbs, more! 
Catalog, $3.00 (refundable with 1st pur­
chase). — Coven Gardens, P.O. Box 1064F, 
Boulder. CO 80306

WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Please 
use wisely. Absolutely guaranteed. $7.00. — 
Doll, Box 8348, Dept. FC-48, Albuquerque, 
NM 87198

PARASCIENCE

RADIONIC RADIESTHESIA psychic re­
search catalog. $2.00. — PsiTech, P.O. Box 
29IF. Wadsworth, IL60083

PERSONAL

TELEPHONE READINGS. $10.00. 217/ 
222-9082. Ethical. Experienced. — Gloria 
Reiser, Box 561, Quincy, IL 62306-0561

KARMIC LIFE READINGS. Only $18.95. 
Individualized 20-page minimum page read­
ing. Professionally certified. Make check 
payable to Richard Dailey, P.O. Box 2581- 
F. Kalamazoo, Ml 49003-2581

SIXTY BEST PSYCHICS. List, $1.00. -
Jones, Box 20873-M A, Oklahoma City. OK 
73120

PERSONAL SPIRITUAL ADVISOR will 
help you solve your problems. Get more out 
of life. Find the peace and happiness you've 
been searching tor. Send $15 cash or m.o.: 
STA. Box 310611. G-3274. Flint, Ml 48504

INSTANT HELP BY TELEPHONE. Call 
Nemo now. 206/754-9708.

TAROT READINGS by mail. One ques­
tion, $5.00. Three questions, $10.00. Full 
reading, $25.00. Write: M. Escalet, 13 
Fletcher St., Kennebunk, ME 04043

TAROT TOUBEAUX. Computer printed
Tarot readings. $5.00. Write: P.O. Box 
441312, Detroit, Ml 48244

TAROT READING, computer or Keltic 
method $2.00 plus SASE. - M.L.C., Box 
77, R.R. 1, Paragon, IN 46166

CONFUSED? CANT FIND your life's 
path? Let us help you. Personal growth 
through knowing your innermost self Com­
plete reading method of choice. Questions 
answered fully. $15.00. - M.L.C., R.R. I, 
Box 77, Paragon, IN 46166

$10.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS. Send 
birth date, hair color, stamped envelope. 
Additional questions, $3.00 each. — Barrett, 
3049 Lydius St., Schenectady, NY 12303

MYSTICAL RITUAL for all needs. $3.00
SASE. - P.O. Box 233, Ceres, CA 95307

TAROT FORECAST for your year ahead. 
Insightful, amazingly accurate. $20.00. — 
Rose Lee, P.O. Box 8013, Northfield, IL 
60093

FRIENDS O’ KING ARTHUR. Group 
forming to exchange ideas on hero of 500 
A.D. - Helene, P.O. Box 45, Orcas, WA 
98280

BALTIMORE’S BEST PSYCHICS. Psy­
chic cassette readings $25.00 prepaid, 30- 
minute tape. Send photo and birth date to: 
Readings, Inc., 6433 Frederick Road, Cat­
onsville, MD 21228

HELP FOR YOU through metaphysics/ 
witchcraft. Rev. Mason or Witch Cerydwen 
will perform treatments/spells. $7.00. — 
P.O. Box 576, Emmet, ID 83617

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria 
O’Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009
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AM. Cybernetic card readings bring de­
riled accuracy. Send description of yourself 
nd unlimited questions to Sam, East Cen- 
ral St., P.O. Box 2225, Worcester, MA 
1604. $20.00 m.o. Will send to you on 
assette tape or written.

ION HALTERI will pray for you! Write
Ion Halteri, P.O. Box 129, Weymouth, MA 
2188 

-SYCHOMETRIC READING. Send photo 
returned), $3.00 per question. — Adler, 244 
8th St. #3A, Brooklyn, NY 11220

NSIGHTTHROUGH PRAYER. $2.00 per 
uestion. — William Sherwood, P.O. Box 
74, Eatonville, WA 98328-0874

IEDE OF THE WICCA. $3.00 cash. -
'.O. Box 2233, Carrollton, GA 30117

AROT READINGS. $3.00 per question, 
nclude name, address, hair, eye color. — 
iPMl, Box 2175Jonesboro, GA 30236 

ilFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory 
pell. Powerful! $5.00. - Karen, Box 942, 
iellflower, CA 90706 

•SP LABORATORY. The new research 
ervice group can help you. For FREE 
^formation write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
16,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
5117 

•ERSONALIZED LUCKY NUMBERS, 
ieed birth date and SASE, $1.00. - Kath- 
ten, 840 Cedarlawn, Pontiac, Ml 48054

JYPSY LOVE SPELL - Powerful magic 
aakes you irresistible. $2.00. — Younts, Box 
133-BY, Greensboro, NC 27429 

•ERSONAL CARD READING for fun, 
guidance and special insight, $10.00. — 
ienry Smyth, Box 721302, Corpus Christi, 
ГХ 78472 

41RACLES ARE POSSIBLE through the 
lealing power of positive witchcraft. Details 
ind protective pentacle, $2.00. — The Oaken 
)oor, P.O. Box 31250, Omaha, NE 68132 

-REE ANSWER to one question. One time 
>ffer only. Send to Omar Panchadasi, Box 
'832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam­
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading, 
$10.00 cash/m.o.

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don’t understand? A 
voice you can't hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can 
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for 
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710, 
Dept. FC-89, San Antonio, TX 78299

SPELLS PERFORMED immediately! Tell 
me what you want and I will use my mystical 
powers to cast a spell in your favor. Free 
details. Send self-addressed, stamped enve­
lope. — Florentine, Box 5387-F, High Point, 
NC 27262

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING!
30 years’ experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.—Sybil How­
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00.

MIRACLE SPELLS! All kinds! $5.00. - 
Glorianna, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73120

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.— 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel, Liverpool L15 3HT England

ANEW FRIENDSHIP with “Ann” and her 
powerful spirits await you! Dreams do come 
true! Write with any problem. Enclose $5.00 
cash or m.o. only for quick personal reply to: 
“Ann," Box 4853F, Huntsville, AL 35815

FREE! 1989 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope.— 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969
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ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading, 
$10.00. - Box 961, Scarboro, ME 04074- 
0961

PRODUCTS
MOONSTAR Catalog for books, tapes, 
cards, candles, incense, herbs, oils, jewelry. 
$2.00. - 38422 Lake Shore, Willoughby, 
OH 44094

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, pendant set in coin 
silver, earrings set in pewter. Pendant is over 
H*  in diameter on an 18' silver-plated link 
chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle earrings are H" 
in diameter on silver-plated drops, $8.95. 
Plus $ 1.50 pl h. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

PSYCHIC FAIRS

PSYCHIC FAIR HOTLINE. Greater 
Chicagoland. Weekends. 312/885-1177.

PYRAMIDS
ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog.—Pyramids, Box 30305. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/ 
682-5151.

READINGS
ALBERT POLIGNONE predicts your 
future. $25.00. — Box 1622-F, Alatoona, PA 
16602

RELIGION
PERFECTION IN THIS LIFE, Heaven in 
the next. You can have both. Big, free book. 
$ LOO required for postage. — Truxton Craig, 
Box 51943, San Jose, CA 95121

FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 25c stamp. — Peyton’s, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455
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CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. — 
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216

НННВКИМ1ННВВВ
BOOKS FOR LISTENING™. Hear books 
you meant to read. 200 titles. Rare books: 
science, health, religion, New Age. Catalog, 
$1.00 (refundable-first order). — Audio 
Book Company, Dept. F, Box 748, Fruitland, 
ID 83619

TREASURE FINDING
TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free. 
—Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

TAROT
SPANISH/ENGLISH TAROT CARDS. 
Enjoy great accuracy and sensitive readings 
using these beautiful full-color Tarot cards in 
both Spanish and English! Complete with bil­
ingual instruction booklet. Only $13.00 plus 
$2.00 p/h, U.S.; $3.00 foreign.- 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

TAROT TOUBEAUX. Computer printed 
Tarot readings. $5.00. Write: P.O. Box 
441312, Detroit, Ml 48244

UNANSWERED? LOST? CLEARLY 
PRINT your name, address and Zip code on 
your order, as well as on your envelope.

DRINK AND SHRINK! Fantastic flab 
flusher! Marvelous midsection-melter! 
Wanda Sue Parrott’s incredible “Super 
Secret Fat-Melting Recipe." Rush $5: “Fat 
Flush," 203 E. Washita St., F-4, Springfield, 
MO 65807

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette 
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18', on heavy 
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his 
kind in a magic realm, our powerful Unicorn 
stands alert and ready to explode into action. 
His superb presence will lend enchantment to 
your home. Only $4.95, plus $1.50 postage­
handling. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, IL 60035



UCKY PROTECTION FORMULA from 
ocery store herbs plus directions to make 
ito bath salts, candles, powder, etc. SI.00. 
- Anna, Box 413, Newton, IA 50208

PYRAMID PROSPERITY” Power Pak” 
у Wanda Sue Parrott. Five most potent 
rosperity-producing exercises ever known 
у man revealed in easy-to-master steps, 
ush order now! Supply limited. $20. — 
Great Pyramid Secrets,” 203 E. Washita 
t„ F-6, Springfield, MO 65807

/ANT TO TRY SOMETHING OLD? For 
thousand years aromatics have been used 
>r spirituality, magic and healing. Now you 
in discover the power of essential oils and 
annect with a tradition that originated in 
ncient Egypt and Ayurveda. Free informa- 
on. — Aroma Vera, P.O. Box 3608-FT, 
lulver City, CA 90231, 213/280-0407. 
/holesale-retail.

4YSTICAL, MYTHICAL, MAGICAL 
íedallions. 14kt or sterling jewelry for love, 
ick, health and wealth. Informative, illus- 
ated brochure, $1.00. — Bayshore, P.O. 
lox 364-FF, Waterford, MI 48095-0364

CHING CARDS explore the patterns of 
hange in your world with a visual approach 
a an ancient Chinese system of divination 
nd revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram 
ards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21 
ards of instruction. $13.00 plus $2.00 post- 
ge/handling. Foreign, $3.00. — Venture 
lookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
0035

VOODOO

'OODOO, VOUDOUN and other neo- 
tfrican religious systems. Catalog, books, 
tiusic, oils, supplies. $3.50. Love charm by 
iriest, $20.00. - T.O.T.S., Suite 310, 1317 
forth San Fernando Blvd., Burbank, CA 
1504

BRING BOUNTIFUL MAGICK into your 
life. Introductory spell, $7.00. Send $2.00 for 
complete listing to Ancient Evenings Empo­
rium, P.O. Box 356, Allegany, NY 14706

BOOK OF SHADOWS MODULES! “Rites 
of Transformation,” by Leigh Ann Hussey; 
contemporary rites of passage with complete 
ritual scripts. “Rites of the Wheel," by Leigh 
Ann Hussey and Aidan A. Kelly, Ph.D.; 
scripts for the eight Sabbats, with the 
NROOGD basic circle script and the “Eleus- 
inian Mysteries” ritual by Aidan Kelly. Each 
book $19.95 — Aidan Kelly Publishing 
Corp., 175 Fifth Ave., Suite 2569, New 
York, NY 10010

OCCULT CATALOG! 270 pages! Over 
10,000 books, jewelry, herbs, oil, candles, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. Cata­
log $1.00. — International Imports, 236F 
West Manchester Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90003

WITCHCRAFT - HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world's fore­
most witches, teach you how. — Box 1502- 
FC, New Bern, NC 28560

FEMINIST WICCE experiential writings: 
“Her Winged Silence, A Shaman’s Note­
book," by Francesca Dubie; $9.95 — Aidan 
Kelly Publishing Corp., 175 Fifth Ave., 
Suite 2569, New York, NY 10010

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world’s first 
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers 
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination. 
Free information. — Box 1366, Nashua, NH 
03061

We need you.
WITCHCRAFT

DCCU LT TRAIN ING. All phases. — Brian 
teabrook. Box 31129, Phoenix, AZ 85046

WITCHCRAFT’S SEVEN TENETS! 
Important information! $1.00. — Seeker's 
Press, POB 360921, Strongville, OH 44136

American Heart 
^^Association

W FIGHTING FOR
MDURLIFE
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REPORT FROM THE READERS
(Continuedfrom Page 116)

1 would recommend you first read the 
75-page book about the author: The 
Unknown Prophet Jakob Lorber, a pro­
phecy and warning for the near future by 
Kurt Eggenstein, also available at the 
Divine Word Foundation.

A most unusual and intriguing book, 
The Urantia Book (urantia means earth) 
is not for the close-minded or the gull­
ible. This book, actually four in one, is 
for the serious seeker. The 2000-page 
book contains many surprises and an­
swers to centuries-old questions. For 
information write Urantia Brotherhood 
Corp., Urantia Foundation, 533 Diver- 
sey Pkwy., Chicago, Ill. 60614.—Ber­
nard Girard, Pascoag, R.l.

GHOST WRITERS
1 am collecting true stories of personal 
experiences with ghosts and poltergeists 
for a book I’m writing. If any Fate 
reader would like to contribute to my 
work, send a confidential, detailed ac­
count.—Thomas Sopher, 13162 High­
way 8 Business, Space 11138, El Cajon, 
Coty 92021.

MURDER REMAINS MYSTERY
One spring morning in 1894 my 

grandfather Charles Franklin McClure 
hitched up his team at his farm in 
Shelby County, Ohio, and went to plow 
a new field. As the plow cut into the 
dark soil, the blades strack something 
and my grandfather shouted “Whoa!"

He got down on his knees and tossed 
the clods of earth aside until he dis­
covered what had stopped the plow — a 
skeleton in a shallow grave. An Indian, 
he thought, since Grandaddy had a 
burlap bag in the bam full of flint 

arrowheads and stone axes which he'd 
turned up in the fields.

The skull was fairly well preserved. 
As my grandfather picked it up, he 
noticed five gold teeth in the lower jaw. 
This couldn’t have been an Indian since 
Indians didn't have gold teeth.

Being an old-fashioned gentleman 
and not wanting to disturb the dead any 
more than he already had or evoke 
publicity, Grandaddy carefully rebur­
ied the skeleton, considerably deeper 
than it had been before.

Forty years later he related this expe- 
reience to me. “I knew it couldn4 be an 
Indian,” he said. “Wonder who it could 
have been.”—Doris McClure Hum­
phrey, Rockville, Md.

INTRIGUED BY Fate
A friend brought me copies of Fate 

magazine which I treasure. As my govern­
ment is strict on foreign exchange rem­
ittances, I unfortunately cannot sub­
scribe to your magazine. Would some 
kind reader please send me old copies of 
Fate and 1 will in exchange send him 
some of our magazines and Indian 
articles?—Dr. A.D. Raj, Glendale 
Estate, Coonoor-2, South India.

WHICH WITCH IS IT?
Lee I. Levenson refers to Charles 

Arnold, a High Priest of Wicca, as a 
“warlock” in “Canada Recognizes 
Wicca” (November 1988 Fate). This 
terminology is incorrect. Wiccans, no 
matter the gender, are always witches. 
The term “warlock” means liar, traitor 
or oath-breaker and was employed by 
Christians and not by the followers of 
the Old Religion.—Danior V. Moon­
stalker. St. George, N. Y., and Blythe 
Esan, Lancaster, N. Y.
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LETTER TO RACHEL
This is a letter my mother Sonyi 
rote to her sister Rachel in Russia 
hen I was very small. Translated from 
le Yiddish:

Newton, Iowa 
April 30, 1914 

Schvester Teiere: (Sister dear) 
The worst has happened. 1 should 
y, but tears will not come. Only my 
cn weeps as I write.
First, Mama. On a cold day in March, 

a walk. Death came quickly. Thank 
God, she didn4 live to see what came 
later.

Soon after the funeral, a premonition 
swept over me while we were visiting the 
Weidenbaum family—remember 1 wrote 
you, Max and Ida, the only other Jew­
ish family in this small town.

My Belle, a big girl, already 3!4, and 
the baby Libele, walking pretty good 
now at 116, were playing with the Weid­
enbaum children. I pointed to Belle and 
said something so absurd that Max and 
Ida stared at me openmouthed, “Belle 
will die soon.“ I don4 know what made 
me say this since the child was running 
about happily, without a sign of illness.

A month later she was dead of dipthe- 
ria in the milk from a farmer’s milk cow 
we had been using all along. Six other 
children in our town died from the same 
milk. Dr. Keable vaccinated both of my 
children, but it was too late for Belle. 
He even failed to recognize the white 
blisters in her throat when I pointed 
them out to him the week before. He 
said it was nothing serious.

Sam carried her picture around with 
him even in his overalls at work until it 
cracked. He сапЧ forget her last words, 
as he held her down. The doctor cut into

Prove YOUR
PaycNc Power—Spin the

ENERGY WHEEL* 11
Deolgnad by GeraM Loe

Only 54.95. plus SI.25 postage-handling from:
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

Р.0Л 248, Highland Pat*. IL 400N

REPORT 
ON THE

SHROUD OF TURIN
Does the Shroud of Turin bear an image of the 

crucified body of Christ? Here is the fascinating report 
by Dr. John H. Heller, a member of the team of 40 
scientists who conducted research on the Shroud.

Dr. Heller tells the exciting story of the expedition to 
Turin to examine the Shroud itself. Evidence gathered 
by the research team using various types of modem 
instrumentation and expertise indicated that the 
Shroud must have been wrapped around a crucified 
man who had been beaten and scourged before he died. 
There was blood on the Shroud — but was it the blood 
of Christ?

Read "Report on the Shroud of Turin." one of the 
great mystery stories of modem times. Paperback. 225 
pages. Send 59.95. plus postage-handling: 51.50 
U.S.A.: 52.50 foreign. Order from:

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 24S, Highland Parte, IL 80035
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CREATURES OF THE
GOBUN
WORLD

By
Jerome Clark

& Loren Coleman

Terrifying monsters Invade from out of 
the shadowlands! Here Is a spellbinding 
collection of true reports by two veteran 
Investigators about the world's strangest 
visitations—hairy giants with glowing 
eyes, panthers and lions prowling unlikely 
places, huge birds on the attack, strange 
beings from UFOs, ghostly dogs and other 
bizarre beasts.

Paperback, $6.95
Plus si.00 postage-handling. Order now!

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 00035

her throat so she could breathe. “Bad 
Pap," she cried, and was gone.

Join me, Rachel, my sister, in a Kad- 
dish for Mama and Belle.

Sonyi 
Rachel never received this letter. She 

was dead from a pogrom in Russia. ~ 
Libby Brahms, S. San Francisco, 
Calif.

ENCOUNTERS ANYONE?
As readers of FATE know, the UFO 

close-encounter/entity experiences is a 
situation filled with frequent reports of 
bizarre physical and parapsychological 
anomalies. I have personally inter­
viewed several dozen men and women 
from Ontario, Canada, to Brooksville, 
Fla., who have described a wide variety 
of UFO contact anomalies, i.e., tele­
pathic communications, poltergeistic 
hauntings, peculiar bodily marking or 
scars and landing impressions. 1 am 
now undertaking a detailed study of 
anyone who has had any such experi­
ences and would be willing to relate full 
particulars. Confidentiality will be given 
all claimants.

I would also be interested in corre­
sponding with any researchers studying 
these types of situations who would be 
interested in comparing notes with me.

Has anyone noticed any patterns with 
dates, anniversaries, holidays or birth­
days? Has anyone information on UFO 
contact experiences that may have for 
some begun at an early age?

Episodes of healing and psychokine­
sis also interest me. A number of UFO 
contactees who I have interviewed have 
described coming into possession of 
such abilities.—Brent Raynes, 326 
Haggard St., Waynesboro, Tenn. 38485.
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As a published author I am starting to 
irk on the personal experiences of 
ose who have had close encounters of 
e second and third kind. If you have 
id such an encounter, please contact 
e.—Association, Box 668, Severna 
irk. Md. 21146.

• • •
I am compiling research for a book 
I UFOs and related occurences and 
n interested in contacting people who 
ive either sighted or had other types of 
intact with UFOs. When sending your 
formation, indicate whether or not 
»u want your name mentioned in the 
iblished work.—Terry Cope, Route 8, 
ox 427A, Benton, Ky. 42025.

• • •
I’m writing a book on UFOs and I’d 
te to hear from anyone who has any- 
ling to contribute. Your name will not 
: used if you desire anonymity.— 
athy Arsenault, Apt. 114, 1186 Queen 
reet, Haltfax, Nova Scotia 83 H 4 K9, Can- 
la.

SECRETS OF PAST LIFE
I would like to research the possibility 
tat regression, channeling 
id automatic writing could give us 
»me clues through past life history. I 
n especially interested in the ancestors 
f Minoan/Mycenaean, Meso- 
otamian, Egyptian and the Aztecs, 
ny information about what they 
ioked like, their mode of transporta- 
on, religious ceremonies, forms of com- 
iunication, burial and clothing would 
c appreciated.
When sending material, please en­

ose a SASE so I can contact you about 
le findings. — Karen LaClergue, 
4109 N.E. 76th St., Vancouver, 
/ash. 98682.

FASTER THAN
OUIJA BOARD!

Smooth-rolling ball bearings 
speed llow of automatic 

writing—end awkward pauses.

THE PLANCHETTE 
Finely hand-crafted of smooth «rood. 
Wood-resin polish gives a high lustra.

Many skilled automatic writers learned with a planchette. 
and still obtain manifestations with it only. Once you have 
acquired the gift, you will agree the Planchette is far superior 
to the Ouija Board. It is particularly favored by those who

of pressure transmitted through your hand. Only a

HOW THE PLANCHETTE WORKS:
Specially-fitted pencil forms one leg of Planchette, the other 
two rolling free on ball bearings. These ball bearings respond

with full instructions for its use. as well as for its care

ORDER YOURS TODAY! ONLY $10.95



WHAT HAS
TOR YOU?

IN

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Jerome Clark’s report on stories 
planned for future issues:

® Archaeologists say the pottery 
vessel is over 1600 years old — yet it 
depicts something that was not in­
vented until the 20th Century.

® Do crystals possess mysterious 
healing and other supernatural 
powers? Lawrence Jerome ex­
amines a New Age craze and 
evaluates the evidence for it.

® A new study of near-death i 
experiences in Italy brings to light J 
an array of phenomena suggestive ! 
of survival: deathbed appearances | 
of apparitions, views of heavenly I 
landscapes, out-of-body excursions | 
and more.
® The father was asleep in Switzer- ! 
land. The son was in Mexico City in | 
the company of friends — yet the : 
two met and spoke and others saw ( 
them doing so. Al Sinclair tells the I 
eerie story of his experience with ■ 
bilocation.
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JEROME CLARK
In each issue FATE publishes fascinating 

true articles, stories and features on the 
strange, the unusual, the unknown. You can 
read such material only in FATE because 
FATE is the only magazine of its kind in the 
world.

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE - 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

FATE MAGAZINE
170 Future Way, Dept. D0020 
Marion. OH 43305

Add * 1Address (

City ------------------------------------------------ I
State----------------------Zip--------------------- J
I wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow- . 
ing special price (check square);
□ 24 Issues, $20.95 □ 12 Issues, $14.95 I
(Foreign subscriptions: add S5.00 postage J 
Canadian subscriptions: add $3.50 postage) J 
Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order J 
for $ ___________________________  ■
Begin my subscription with _______ issue.
□ Check if this renews a previous subscription. .
Your first copy will arrive in 6 to 8 weeks. |



World’s Largest

CRYSTAL BALL
Selection

When you peer into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what marvels can you behold? 
F.W.H. Myers, the famed psychic researcher, wrote: “Few phenomena are more fantastic 
than true crystal vision. . . . a milky clouding of the ball, coming at the beginning of a series 
of pictures . . . ."Authorities believe that the ability to see psychic images, if not a natural 
gift, can be developed with practice.

We offer for immediate delivery gorgeous, optical Acrylic of producing the high-quality balls required by psychic

sizes. These balls are the finest obtainable anywhere at any fils your needs and begin your adventures in the age-old art

2-lnch ball at $19.95 represents a great value for the 
new student. Plus P/H (postage-handling): $3.00 U.S.. 
$5.00 Foreign.
2'4-lnch ball at $29.95 effectively meets the require­
ments of most researchers. Plus P/H: $3.50 U.S., $6.00 
Foreign.
3-lnch ball at $59.95 is suitable for advanced occult 
work and combines impressive size with moderate 
cost. Plus P/H: $4.00 U.S.. $7.50 Foreign

4-inch ball at $99.95 offers the large size and high 
quality required by the professional. Plus P/H: $6.00 
U.S.. $10.00 Foreign.
5-lnch ball at $139.95 is one of the largest and finest to 
be found in the world today Available for the first time 
in many years. Plus P/H: $6.50 U.S.. $11.00 Foreign

All balls are fully guaranteed. Each comes with attractive 
:ulpted stand and authentic instructions. < Because of cur- 
mt availability, stands may differ from those illustrated.)

I VENTURE BOOKSHOP HIGHLAND PARK. IL 60035



C'DON’T MISS MY BIG SALE
This sensational event is being held tor two reasons —First, it's my way of saying Thani 

you*  to my many, many loyal customers.
_ _______________ — Second, it's my way of introducing Lee Nutrition to new vitamin
I uriDI IW PlWPQTl mineral users so they can discover how much they can save by order 
■ W9JKLLFО rirotol . mg through the mail and with every order II send you the Worlds Fn TOENAILCLIPPER Toenail C*pper-FREE!. ivciYHiLvurrcn i VITAMINS BY MAIL FROM LEE NUTRITION

- 400 UNIT —D100(ofWS
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□ 1000 for 13.95 
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1 000 for si 79

STRESS FORMULA

OAT BRAN
FIGHTS CHOLESTEROL 
CEREAL TABLETS

1 lb.-1.85 100-1.10
3 lbs -4.65 500-4.75
6 lbs.-8.95 1000-0.50




