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FROM THE EDITOR
Last year marked the 40th anniversary of Kenneth Arnold’s celebrated June 24, 

1947, sighting of nine fast-moving somethings — which quickly got called “flying 
saucers” — over Mount Rainier, Washington. But as dedicated students of the UFO 
phenomenon (as well as casual readers of The Books of Charles Fort) are aware, 
strange objects in the sky were being seen long before then. In this issue of FATE 
veteran Australian ufologist Bill Chalker reports on a bizarre series of UFO and 
possibly related episodes which occurred in New South Wales in 1927. This story 
will be new even to hard-core UFO buffs, although as Chalker notes it is echoed in 
certain events said to have taken place in the Ohio River Valley about 20 years ago.

Elsewhere the noted psychical researcher Andrew MacKenzie relates how a 
famous English ghost, after taking an apparent vacation for a few decades, has 
returned to bedevil recent occupants of its old haunting grounds. Guy Lyon Playfair 
reports on one of the most unusual healers currently working, a physician whose 
technique is both figuratively and literally shocking. P.M.H. Atwater explores a 
widespread but little-known mystery of death: the foreknowledge of even healthy 
people that their days are numbered. New York Times science reporter James 
Gleick looks at another kind of mystery: the enigma of genius as it manifested in an 
obscure young Indian man, the full dimensions of whose brilliance mathematicians 
are only now beginning to appreciate. . . . Enjoy the issue!
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
If it‘s irrational to assume psychic 
causation, is it not equally irrational 
to spend one’s time watching events 
which, one has already decided, are 
not worth watching; and devoting 
one’s life to disproving something 
which one knows does not exist and 
therefore does not need disproving?

On the grounds that the strength 
of a denial is often proportional to 
that of the underlying fear, are we 
faced with the possibility of a curi­
ous paradox—that the apparently 
least credulous (the skeptics) are at 
a deeper level the most credulous 
and therefore the most fearful? The 
fact that they can’t stay away, and 
the paranoid nature of their attacks, 
certainly points in that direction.

—Prof. N.F. Dixon, 
University College, London, 
reviewing Brian Inglis' book 

Science and Parascience

DR. SUSAN Blackmore, who 
works in the brain and percep­
tion laboratory at the medical 

school of the University of Bristol in 
England, was for some years an 

enthusiastic parapsychological re­
searcher. Although she continues to 
do some research in the field she 
believes that the subject is a dead 
end. She has failed to find any 
research results which can be rep­
licated or any gifted persons who 
can produce paranormal results. 
(See her “The Making of a Skeptic,” 
April 1986 FATE.)

Recently Dr. Blackmore pub­
lished a lengthy article in New Sci­
entist (May 5, 1988) in which she 
gives her perspective on near-death 
experiences (NDEs). As you might 
have guessed she does not believe 
they relate to survival after bodily 
death. At the same time she does 
not sneer at them because they are 
transcendental and life-transform­
ing experiences which affect the rest 
of the lives of the persons having 
them.

Blackmore chooses the model of 
Prof. Kenneth Ring of the Univer­
sity of Connecticut for her primary 
discussion. Ring interviewed 102 
persons who had come close to 
death and recovered. He describes 
five stages of the NDE which vary-

7



FATE

Sri Darwin Gross • Author, Lecturer 
& Spiritual Guide, Successor to Paul 

Twitched, the modem day founder of 
the Ancient Teachings of the Masters

Your Right To Choose - Who says 
you can't improve your understanding ? 
PPJ4.95

I Power of Awareness- Unfold to Mastership.
I the effortless way.I PP $4.95

I Awakened Imagination- Power of achievement

I of aims and attainment of desires with certainty!
PP $4.95

. The Atom- Leant secrets and how you can retain 
I your individuality throughout eternity.I PP $4.95

I You Can't Turn Back- A fascinating glimpse into

■ Consciousness Is Life- ExposingI been hidden from youI PP $4.95

I
I Any 2 for $5.00 or 3 for $6.00 ppd, 

Write: SOS Publishing, PO Box 68290
I Oak Grove, OR 97268

ing numbers of percipients report. 
These individuals experience suc­
cessively a deep feeling of peace, 
then separation from the body, a 
feeling of entering darkness (some­
times called a tunnel) and a sensa­
tion of seeing the light and finally of 
entering the light. These five stages 
unfold in varying degrees. The first 
stage is most common, with 60 
percent reporting peace while only 
about 10 percent experience the last 
stage of entering the light.

These stages, of course, are not 
invariable. Raymond Moody, the 
Georgia psychiatrist who wrote Life 
After Li/<?( 1975), found many ofhis 
subjects reported meeting “a being 
of light” who helped them review 
their past lives. In India, however, 
Blackmore reports, people having a 
near-death experience often meet a 
messenger who gives them a re­
prieve because a mistake has been 
made and the wrong person has 
been called.

00
BEING CRITICAL

THE FACT that there are cul­
tural differences in the kinds of 
NDEs people experience suggests 

to Blackmore that these are not 
universal experiences but are de­
termined by psychological and cul­
tural patterns. She tries to demolish 
point by point the common ele­
ments in the NDEs that offer hope 
that they represent evidence of sur­
vival.
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Among the critics of NDEs as 

harbingers of survival are Alvin 
Lawson, Carl Sagan and others 
who suggest these experiences rep­
resent a reliving of one’s birth ex­
perience with the “tunnel” repre­
senting the birth canal. To this 
Blackmore responds that “the birth 
canal is not at all like a tunnel, even 
if the fetus were actually looking 
face first and open-eyed into it.” In 
addition, she says she herself tested 
254 persons, 36 of whom were born 
by Caesarian. Both groups reported 
in equal proportion out-of-body 
and tunnel experiences. She con­
cludes that the tunnel is a visual 
anomaly—“a natural consequence 
of the way in which the visual cortex 
presents the visual world."The light 

at its end also is due to a visual 
anomaly—“the number of neurons 
devoted to any unit area is much 
higher in the center of the visual 
field....”

Blackmore cannot say why the 
subject always moves forward 
through the tunnel in near-death 
experiences. She also has difficulty 
explaining why the experience al­
ways seems so “real”; she offers an 
unconvincing conventional psycho­
logical answer.

There is also the problem of why 
NDEs so frequently involve out-of- 
body experiences. She believes this 
may arise from the perspective of 
some people who recall visual 
memories from a bird’s-eye view. 
They may recall dreams in the same 
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way and she regards this as the 
reason for the out-of-body experi­
ences. These people “ought to be 
those who can more easily imagine 
scenes from a bird’s-eye view.”

00
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE I CANNOT HELP feeling that

Susan Blackmore’s reasoning is 
strained. It is as if she were given the 
assignment of demolishing the cur­
rent NDE theory and then deliber­
ately set about doing it. She may be 
right and then again she may be 
wrong.

To Blackmore’s credit, in review­
ing this extraordinarily difficult, 
complex matter she presents two 
positive ideas.

The first is the contradictory 
testimony of Dr. Michael Sabom, 
an Atlanta cardiologist, who re­
ports that his patients have seen 
things during NDEs they could not 
possibly have reconstructed from 
hearing or from what they previous­
ly knew of resuscitation techniques. 
(See Sabom and Sarah A. Kreut- 
ziger’s “Physicians Evaluate Near­
Death Experience,” July 1981 
Fate.) He reports, for example, the 
case of a shoe seen out of range on a 
window ledge, correct descriptions 
of apparatus and the movement of 
needles on dials not visible to the 
patients while they were presumably 
out-of-body.

Secondly Blackmore finds value 
in the experience itself. NDEs “are
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life-transforming and important 
hallucinations and ones we would 
do well to try to understand,” she 
writes.

“For anyone who finds it hard to 
imagine these experiences, I should 
emphasize how real they seem. The 
tunnel is so convincing that people 
often assume it is some ‘real’ pas­
sageway to the next life. The out-of- 
body experience is so realistic that 
people are convinced that their spir­
it has left their body and can see and 
move without it. The positive emo­
tions are so strong that many do not 
want to ‘come back.’ For those who 
reach the final stages, it often seems 
as though a conscious decision has 
been made to return to life and 
responsibilities rather than remain 
in bliss and peace. For many people, 
their life thereafter is quite different. 
They claim to be less materialistic 
and far more grateful for life and 
concerned with the welfare of 
others.”

00
RESEARCHING SURVIVAL

THE MOTIVATIONS of most 
early psychical researchers seem 
to have been to investigate and if 

possible to prove survival. It has 
been reported that this was the 
initial intent of even J.B. Rhine. For 
whatever reason—perhaps because 
of the complexity and elusiveness of 
the subject—most serious re­
searchers eventually either quit the 
project altogether or become im-
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mersed in fact-finding investiga­
tions of parapsychology.

Serious literature about life after 
death is sparse, especially in recent 
years, as Michael Grosso points out 
in the April 1988 issue of the 
Journal of the American Societyfor 
Psychical Research. An exception 
is philosopher David H. Lund’s 
book Death and Consciousness 
which Grosso also discusses in the 
Journal. It is an attempt to prove 
survival—or the possibility of sur­
vival—by a reasoned approach 
rather than by faith alone.

Lund wrestles first with the prob­
lem of making clear what is meant 
by survival—perhaps the most dif­
ficult part of the concept.

He must begin by establishing the 
“nonphysical nature of the self.” If 
something is to survive we think of 
that something as our essential self, 
our personality, our memories, 
perhaps our feelings, at any rate 
something about ourselves that we 
would retain.

A problem immediately arises. 
How can a persona, a mental self, 
interact with any physical object- 
say a brain with which in life it is 
closely linked? A similar difficulty 
exists when we consider the living 
mind moving physical objects, as in 
psychokinesis.

00
BRAIN AS TRANSMITTER

LUND NEXT considers the idea 
that consciousness is not pro-

BE A SUCCESSFUL 
WRITER

Make money writing and earn 
while you learn

The British-American School 
of Writing shows you how to 
write articles, short stories, 
novels, romances, children's 
stories, radio and TV scripts. 
Professional writers give you 
individual instruction on how to 
write what’s fresh, readable — 
and saleable!

You get personal advice on 
where and how to sell your ma­
terial, and if you do not sell 
enough material to cover your 
tuition, we’ll refund your tuition 
fees.

Write or phone today for de­
tails and your FREE book “Writ­
ing for Pleasure and Profit”.
British-American School of Writing
Dept. AH11, P.O. Box 425, 
Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023

Mail Coupon or Call Toll Free 
1-800-541-6002

British-American School of Writing, Dept AH11. P.O. 
Box 425, Ansonia Station. New York, NY 10023-0425 
PLEASE RUSH ME YOUR FREE BOOK.
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP



14 FATE

HATHA YOGA
The Hidden Language

Symbols, Secrets & Metaphor

Swami Sivananda Rad ha
An outstanding and unique ap­
proach to self study through Hatha 
Yoga which introduces you to 
the hidden language of your body.
320 pgs. $21.95 (includes postage) 

Timeless Books
Box 160FMB, Porthill, ID 83853

duced by the brain but only trans­
mitted by it. This might solve the 
problem of how a mental self could 
interact with a physical body. The 
source of consciousness would be 
outside the brain in some “higher 
transcendental self’which would be 
associated with our ordinary con­
sciousness only in crisis situations 
such as a near-death experience. In 
such a situation the gate between 
the two selves could break down to 
open consciousness to the spiritual 
world.

And what would this transcen­
dental or spiritual world be like? In 
his view, such a world could be full 
of rich experiences and not greatly 
different from the world we now 
perceive.

Grosso interjects: “He makes the 
ingenious point that this is especial­
ly so if you hold to a representative 
theory of perception. Of this theory, 
perception is essentially a mental 
construct of some given but not 
directly apprehended reality. In 
short, my perception of a tree is, in a 
sense, an image, that is, a construct 
of my mind and nervous system. 
The trees 1 encounter in a post­
mortem, mind-dependent world 
will, as in dreams, be images based, 
however, on memory. Lund has an 
interesting point here but I would 
want to stress the radical disconti­
nuity between the premortem world 
of sense-filtered images and the 
postmortem world of memory-fil­
tered images; the former are an-
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chored in а type of natural stability, 
whereas the latter are rooted in the 
profound instabilities of psychic 
life.”

Lund also considers out-of-body 
experiences, deathbed visions, ap­
paritions, mental mediumship and 
apparent memories of prior lives. 
All these present favorable evidence 
for survival and indeed Lund feels 
that his evidence shows that the 
world is “a somewhat benevolent 
place... in harmony with our hopes 
and needs and aspirations.”

00
RAISING THE PYRAMIDS

HOW DID THE ancient Egyp­
tians lift the giant blocks of 
stone that made up their pyramids? 

Various methods have been sug­
gested ranging from manpower 
hauling them up ramps on rollers, 
to magical methods unknown to 
modern man, to space people. Some 
theorists have even proposed that 
the blocks were cast in place to 
simulate stone.

Now John Cunningham, a pro­
fessor of design and sculpture at 
Skidmore College in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., offers a plausible 
explanation which, surprisingly, 
has potential modern applications. 
Cunningham suggests that the 
Egyptians used long, slender flex­
ible poles both to move and to raise 
the huge blocks.

Science News says Cunningham 
proposes to support the blocks on a
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set of parallel, evenly spaced flexible 
rods which are long enough to ex­
tend beyond the blocks. Each rod 
bends according to the force exerted 
on it individually and Cunning­
ham’s method is to lift one rod at a 
time and insert a support beneath 
the rod, then go on to the next rod. 
Thus there is a continual increase in 
lifting force beneath the block. 
Science News explains: “A single 
person could gradually lift the load 
by first raising the end of one rod to 
a new height, say, a fraction of an 
inch higher, then placing a support 
underneath it. The entire load 
moves up; the rods that haven’t 
been shifted straighten slightly; and 
the one that has been lifted is bent a 
little more.”

Rigid levers do not work because 
each must bear too large a part of 
the full load. Cunningham demon­
strated his method by lifting a 2600- 
pound load using 12 oak poles, each 
1.75 inches square and 14 feet long. 
A modification of the method al­
lows movement horizontally.

Cunningham cannot understand 
why such a simple method has been 
lost to history. He says that Egyp­
tian pictographs commonly depict 
loads carried by poles and actual 
poles exist in museum collections 
whereas levers are rarely shown.

00
THE PLATYPUS

NEW DISCOVERIES about the 
strange little Australian duck-

UFO PHOTOGRAPHS 
AROUND THE WORLD 

Volume 1 AND Volume 2

These FIRST two of SIX Hardcover volumes to be 
released, feature OVER 200 UFO photographs repre­
senting over 90 cases all over the WORLD. With 
DOZENS of UFO Craft variations, and Hundreds of 
witnesses, this UFO photographic series represents 
over 30 years of research and investigation by Ret. Col. 
Wendelle C. Stevens. YOU will discover what 
WORLDWIDE phenomena UFOContacts REALLY

For BOTH volumes 1 & 2, Send $35.00 Postpaid by 
check or Money Order to:

E-400.U
60 Softgel Capsules 
(100% PURE DL-ALPHA) 

Prod. No. 1771



18 FATE

Explore Astrology 
on a Computer
• Learn the basics with a fun-to-use, 

$40 Astro-Scope program.
• Master the complexities with 

superb Nova calculation software.
• Pay for your computer selling high- 

quality character, compatibility, 
forecast and numerology reports. - ? -

Phone 1-800 THE nova for free catalogs 
(phone 617/255-0510 in Mass.).

ASTROLABE
BOX 28. DEPT. 18 < <f
ORLEANS. MA 02653 \

AUTHORS WANTED BY 
NEW YORK PUBLISHER
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts 
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly 
and juvenile works, etc. New authors welcomed. 
Send for free, illustrated 40page brochure F2 
Vantage Press. 516 W. 34 St.. New York. N.Y. 10001

billed platypus raise questions about 
our whole thinking on the devel­
opment of animals, what is “most 
primitive” and what is “most ad­
vanced.” The platypus is a furry 
creature with broad paddle feet and 
the bill of a duck. It spends much of 
its time in the water and feeds much 
like a duck. Of course, it is primarily 
a land animal, breathes air into 
lungs and nests in burrows above 
the waterline. Strangest of all, it 
lays eggs and hatches its young 
which it suckles.

Biologists have called the platy­
pus “primitive” for a number of 
reasons. First of all, it does not have 
both an anal and a genital opening 
as other mammals do but a single 
opening called a cloaca like birds 
and lizards. In addition, the female 
organs of the platypus resemble 
those of egg-laying lizards. The plat­
ypus, however, is warm-blooded, 
has fur and is clearly a mammal.

Anatomists are fascinated by the 
many contradictions in this unusual 
animal and its distant monotreme 
relative, the echidna or spiny ant­
eater which also lays eggs, suckles 
its young and has a small bill. The 
echidna, however, lives wholly on 
land.

Customarily these two animals 
have been thought of as the “lowest” 
order of mammals but this is a 
philosophical designation that we 
believe results from the early Dar­
winian thinking which places man 
at the top of the evolutionary lad-



In India, where astrology 
is a way of life. 

Foresight is the way of astrology.
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der. We suspect that ecologists 
would take issue with this descrip­
tion because in the evolutionary 
order of things “highly developed” 
ought to mean a plant or animal 
that fits best into its ecological 
niche. Species that have remained 
unchanged through millions of 
years may be simply more success­
ful than their more complex (and 
newer) ecological competitors.

00
A SIXTH SENSE

THIS IS not just a fancy of ours.
Uwe Proske, a Monash Univer­

sity (Melbourne) physiologist who 
has studied platypuses, in com­
menting on recent discoveries about 
the little animal, says, “Far from 
being a primitive mammal, the 
platypus is clearly very highly 
evolved.”

The most sensational of these 
recent observations is that the 
platypus has a sixth sense; it is 
capable of sensing very tiny electri­
cal fields and apparently uses them 
in searching for food. German sci­
entist Henning Scheich says that 
with electrical receptors located in 
their bills the animals can pick up 
the tiny electrical signals passing 
between nerves and muscles in the 
tail of a shrimp.

No other known mammal can 
detect electrical signals except pos­
sibly the related echidna and this is 
still being investigated.

So here we have a highly devel-
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oped little creature which has de­
veloped a sensory apparatus unlike 
that of any other mammal and 
apparently has earned the right not 
to be considered “primitive.” More­
over, the platypus has a weapon 
possessed by no other mammal —a 
large horny spur like a fang attached 
to each ankle of the male. It con­
tains a canal running up the leg to a 
large gland storing poison. This 
poison is not usually fatal to other 
animals but is still a dangerous 
weapon.

00
THE MOON AND WEATHER 

DESPITE THE solemn assur­
ances of science that the moon 

has no influence on the earth's 
weather the opposite is true, accord­
ing to a study by Robert Currie of 
the State University of New York at 
Stony Brook.

Currie has found a relationship 
between lunar tides and rainfall in 
North and South America and parts 
of China and India. He has linked 
the food crises of 1954 and 1973 
with the lunar phenomenon he has
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identified. Now he warns of possible 
agricultural problems in the early 
1990’s.

Currie’s most recent work con­
sists of analyses of the Nile flood 
plain from 622 to 1490 and 1690 to 
1962. He has used, for basic infor­
mation, historical records of sum­
mer and winter floods in the Nile 
basin and has linked the patterns of 
flood and drought with an 18.6-year 
cycle of lunar tides in the atmo­
sphere along with weaker evidence 
of a 10-to-l 1-year cycle that might 
be related to solar activity. The 
lunar effect Currie has discovered 
appeared most strongly between 
880 and 1469.

00

GURU AND ECONOMIST

NOT ALL INDIAN gurus have 
a benevolent and saintly repu­
tation. Last April 7 The Wall Street 

Journal published an article on a 
controversial swami named P.R. 
Sarkar who has aroused tremen­
dous controversy in India. Sarkar is 
described as a “67-year-old bespec­
tacled former railway cashier who 
began a yoga cult in 1955.” In 1982 
angry Calcutta mobs burned 16 
members ofhis cult alive and Sarkar 
himself was sentenced to six years in 
prison for conspiring to kill six of 
his acolytes. The Journal says his 
conviction was reversed on appeal.

Sarkar’s movement is powerful. 
Sarkar claims 4500 full-time aco­
lytes and his organization operates
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in 182 countries concentrating on 
preschool centers.

Although Sarkar’s teachings cov­
er many subjects, his yoga instruc­
tion is concentrated on kundalini, a 
discipline teaching that intelligent 
life energy is concentrated in the 
reproductive organs and in the spi­
nal cord. This lies dormant in al­
most every human being, according 
to Gene Kieffer, editor of Kundalini 
for the New Age. Although in some 
versions kundalini is associated in 
the public mind with sexual ex­
cesses, Sarkar tells his followers 
that sex should be indulged in no 
more than four times a month.

Sarkar writes one book each 
week. He talks and sings 20 hours a 
day and his words are recorded and 
transcribed. “Every word is a pearl,” 
a blue-eyed American acolyte 
known as “Sister Susan” told An­
thony Spaeth of The Wall Street 
Journal. His subjects include eco­
nomics, history, agriculture, phi­
lology, children, philosophy and 
psychology.

All this seems harmless enough 
but Calcutta police say Sarkar has 
another organization—a terrorist 
nationalist group called Amra Ben­
gali which plants time bombs in 
government offices.

The Wall Street Journal wrote 
about Sarkar in discussing one of 
his followers, a professor of eco­
nomics at Southern Methodist Uni­
versity in the U.S. He is Ravi Batra, 
author of the best-selling The Great
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FIND YOUR PSYCHIC LINK 
Discover the intuitive power within you.

Depression of 1990 in which Batra 
acknowledges his intellectual debt 
to Sarkar. Batra cites Sarkar 34 
times in the book which has made 
him an “overnight millionaire” ac­
cording to the Journal. Batra has 
been a follower of Sarkar since 1964 
and credits him with the theory that 
history moves in cycles. With this 
idea as a start, Batra has gathered 
voluminous statistics to prove that 
a worldwide economic disaster will 
begin in 1990.

00
YUYA OR JOSEPH?

AN EGYPTIAN mummy in the 
Cairo Museum is the biblical 
Joseph who led the tribe of Israel 

into Egypt, according to Ahmed 
Osman, a teacher and translator 
who has been researching the sub­
ject for 22 years. Osman’s theory is 
explained in a book, Stranger in the 
Valley of the Kings, published in 
1987 in London.

Although researchers heretofore 
have not been able to establish a 
link between Egyptian history and 
any of the important figures in the 
Old Testament, Osman told the 
Associated Press, “I am sure that 
Yuya, who was chief administrator 
and therefore virtual ruler of Egypt 
under the Pharaohs Tuthmosis IV 
and his son Amenhotep 111, between 
1413 and 1367 B.C., was the Joseph 
of the Book of Genesis.”

The story of Joseph is told in 14 
verses of Genesis, describing how
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his jealous half brothers sold him 
into slavery in Egypt and how he 
ultimately rose to power and had 
his family and tribe join him. The 
story ends with his death and em­
balming.

The tomb of Yuya was discovered 
in 1905 and is recorded in the liter­
ature of Egyptology. Osman’s in­
terest was first aroused by the pas­
sage in the Bible where Joseph calls 
himself “a father of pharaoh.”

Yuya had 41 titles, one of which 
was “a father of pharaoh.” In all of 
Egyptian history he is the only man 
known to bear that title, according 
to Osman, who says, “The title was 
found inscribed in his tomb and 
more than 20 times in his funerary 
papers.”

Osman adds that the hands of 
Yuya’s mummy “are placed palms 
down, under the chin. It is the only 
mummy we know of whose hands 
were not across his chest in the 
conventional position of the god 
Osiris, suggesting he did not sub­
scribe to the gods of Egypt.”

At least one substantial problem 
remains to debate Osman’s hypoth­
esis. The Bible states that at the time 
of the Exodus Moses took Joseph’s 
bones along and reburied them in 
Canaan.

Osman replies that the bones 
never left Egypt. “They are in the 
Cairo Museum,” he insists.

★

LIFE IN SPACE

ONE OF THE great astronomi­
cal controversies is over the 
claim of astronomers Fred Hoyle 

and Chandra Wickramasinghe that 
life on earth was seeded from space. 
Residues of amino acids have been 
found in meteorites and part of the 
debate revolves around whether 
these organic compounds came 
from space or were the result of 
contamination after they entered 
the atmosphere.

Now a team from Caltech and 
Arizona State University has con­
firmed the extraterrestrial origin of 
the amino acids in meteorites. Fur­
ther studies at Washington Univer­
sity in St. Louis have found high 
concentrations of carbon-13 in 
meteorites.

The theories of Hoyle and 
Wickramasinghe have been so con­
troversial that, despite their previ­
ous excellent reputations, they have 
been held up to ridicule by their 
more orthodox colleagues. The new 
findings do not prove their theories 
are correct but we suspect they will 
be sneered at a bit less in the future.

Researchers, meanwhile, report 
that the discoveries do suggest “a 
direct relationship between the mas­
sive organo-synthesis occurring in 
interstellar clouds and the presence 
of prebiotic compounds in primitive 
planetary bodies.”



World’s Largest

CRYSTAL BALL
Selection
Glowing pools of light . . .
Mystically beautiful

When you peer into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what marvels can you behold? 
F.W.H. Myers, the famed psychic researcher, wrote: “Few phenomena are more fantastic 
than true crystal vision. . . . a milky clouding ofthe ball, coming at the beginning of a series 
of pictures . . . ." Authorities believe that the ability to see psychic images, if not a natural 
gift, can be developed with practice.

price! They are rhe result of a years-long search for a method

2-lnch  ball at $19.95 represents a great value for the 
new student. Plus P/H (postage-handling): $3.00 U.S.. 
$5.00 Foreign.
2'ft-lnch ball at $29.95 effectively meets the require­
ments of most researchers. Plus P/H: $3.50 U.S., $6.00

3-lnch  ball at $59.95 is suitable for advanced occult 
work and combines impressive size with moderate 
cost. Plus P/H: $4.00 U.S.. $7.50 Foreign.

4- lnch ball at $99.95 offers the large size and high 
quality required by the professional. Plus P/H: $6.00 
U.S.. $10.00 Foreign.
5- lnch ball at $139.95 is one of the largest and finest to 
be found in the world today. Available for the first time 
in many years. Plus P/H: $6.50 U.S.. $11.00 Foreign.

All balls are fully guaranteed. Each comes with attractive 
sculpted stand and authentic instructions. (Because of cur­
rent availability, stands may differ from those illustrated.)

VENTURE BOOKSHOP HIGHLAND PARK, IL I

29



The Weeping Ghost 
of Cheltenham

After nearly a century of quiet, England's most famous haunted 
house plays host to an old ghost and some new arrivals.



By Andrew MacKenzie

THE HAUNTING of an old Victo­
rian house now known as St. 
Anne’s in Cheltenham, England, is a 

classic case in psychical research. The 
apparition of a tall woman dressed in 
black, holding a handkerchief to her 
face as if she were weeping, was seen 
there continually in the 1880’s. It now 
seems that the haunting has resumed 
after the lapse of a century.

The case was originally investigated 
by F.W.H. Myers, one of the founders 
of the Society for Psychical Research 
in 1882, a few years after the society’s 
formation. He persuaded the eldest of 
four unmarried daughters living in the 
house, Rosina Despard, 19, to carry 
out an investigation which resulted in 
the publication of her paper in the 
Proceedings of the Society in 1892 
under the title of “Record of a Haunted 
House.” Her identity was protected 
under the pseudonym of “Miss R.C. 
Morton.”

Despite the number of hauntings 
reported since then, the noted Cam­
bridge psychologist Dr. R.H. Thouless 
stated in 1952 in his Psychical Re­
search Past and Present that “the best

In late 19th Century the house known 
as St. Ann’s (top) was owned by the 
Despard family who reported seeing 
apparition of aformerowner. Today the 
restored house (bottom) is said to be 
haunted by a similar figure although 
some witnesses say they have seen 
one that does not resemble this woman 
(photo courtesy Michael Martyn). 

study of an apparitional haunting is 
still the report of the ‘Morton Ghost’ 
observed during the first seven years 
after the founding of the Society.” Dr. 
Alan Gauld, senior lecturer in psychol­
ogy at the University of Nottingham 
and author of The Founders of Psychi­
cal Research (1968), has described the 
haunting as “the most famous ghost of 
all” and said that Rosina Despard’s 
report “is without doubt the most curi­
ous case of its kind ever printed.”

What makes the case so convincing 
is the thoroughness with which it was 
investigated. Rosina Despard kept a 
journal on the haunting, which was 
based on letters she wrote to a friend, 
Miss Catherine M. Campbell, in the 
north of England. She also tried to 
photograph (without success) the ap­
parition and carried out tests such, as 
tying threads across the stairs down 
which the apparition used to pass.

These later experiments confirmed 
the immateriality of the figure. Myers 
interviewed other members of the 
Despard family and their domestic staff 
at the time. Many years later, a suc­
cessful London solicitor, George 
Gooding, would claim that he remem­
bered as a child seeing the ghost walk­
ing in the garden in bright sunlight and 
in the drawing room. “We made a ring 
round her by joining hands,” he wrote, 
“from which she appeared merely to 
walk out between two people and then 
disappeared.”

The ghost was seen, I estimate, by 
17 people and heard by more than 20 
during the first period of the haunting, 
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which lasted from 1882 to 1889.
The apparition is generally believed 

to be of Imogen Swinhoe, the second 
wife of Henry Swinhoe, the solicitor 
who first owned the house built in 
1860 at the comer of Pittville Circus 
Road and All Saints’ Road in Chelten­
ham. Positive identification of the 
figure has not been possible, because 
the features of the ghost were usually 
hidden by the handkerchief she held to 
her face. While none of the Despard 
family had ever seen the second Mrs. 
Swinhoe, several people who had 
known her identified her from the 
witnesses’ descriptions. Rosina 
Despard picked out a portrait of one of 
Imogen’s sisters from a photo album 
she was once shown and said that it 
resembled the figure. She later learned 
that the sisters looked like one another.

* * *
TTENRY SWINHOE and Imogen 
XT-Hutchins, of Clifton, Bristol, 
married on February 16, 1870, and 
parted a few months before Mr. 
Swinhoe’sdeathonJuly 14,1876. The 
marriage was not a happy one. There 
were frequent quarrels, mostly about 
the management of the children by 
Swinhoe’s first marriage, and also 
about Imogen’s desire to take posses­
sion of thefirstMrs. Swinhoe’s jewels. 
Both Henry and Imogen drank heav­
ily. One of the causes of the death of 
Imogen at age 41 on September 23, 
1878, was dipsomania.

After Henry Swinhoe’s death, the 
house was bought by Benjamin Little­
wood, who died there only a month 

after taking possession. The house 
remained empty before being rented 
by CapL F.W. Despard, a member of 
an Irish military family. His family 
consisted of his wife, a married daugh­
ter, who was only a visitor from time to 
time, four unmarried daughters and 
two sons.

When Captain Despard took over 
the house in March 1882, none of the 
family had heard anything unusual 
about it. They moved in towards the 
end of April and it was not until the 
following June that Rosina first saw 
the apparition. She had gone up to her 
room but was not yet in bed when she 
heard someone at the door. She first 
thought that it might be her mother. 
She didn’tsee anyone when sheopened 
the door, but after walking into the 
hallway, spotted the figure of a tall 
woman in black standing at the head of 
the stairs.

“After a few moments she de­
scended the stairs, and I followed her 
for a short distance, feeling curious 
what it could be,” she reports in her 
SPR paper. “I had only a small piece of 
candle, and it suddenly burnt itself out, 
and being unable to see more, I went 
back to my room.”

During the next two years, from 
1882 to 1884, Rosina Despard saw the 
figure some half dozen times. She 
often followed it downstairs into the 
drawing room where it would usually 
stand to the right hand side of the bow 
window. From the drawing room the 
ghost sometimes went along the pas­
sage towards the garden door where it
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always disappeared.
The first time Rosina spoke to the 

ghost was on January 29,1884. She 
writes of this incident in her report: “I 
opened the drawing room door softly 
and went in, standing just by it. She 
came in past me and walked to the sofa, 

and stood still there, so I went up to her 
and asked if I could help her. She 
moved, and I thought she was going to 
speak, but she only gave a slight gasp 
and moved towards the door. Just by 
the door I spoke to her again, but she 
seemed as if she were quite unable to 
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speak. She walked into the hall, then 
by the side door she seemed to disap­
pear as before.”

Rosina also attempted to touch the 
figure, “but she always eluded me,” 
she claimed. “It was not that there was 
nothing there to touch, but that she 
always seemed to be beyond me, and if 
followed into a comer she simply dis­
appeared.” Rosina’s sister Lilian, who 
was 15 when the haunting started, re­
lated many years later that she and her 
sister, Mabel, then 13, used to wait on 
the stairs for the ghost to appear. They 
tried to comer her but the ghost always 
disappeared. This story was person­
ally told to me by Mrs. Joyce Rynd, 
Lilian Despard’s daughter. This ina­
bility of anyone to catch the figure 
indicates that the ghost didn’t exist in 
“physical” space.

During the first two years of the 
haunting, the only noises Rosina heard 
were slight pushes against her bed­
room door, usually accompanied by 
footsteps. She invariably saw the fig­
ure if she happened to look into the 
hallway. “Her footstep is very light, 
you can hardly hear it, except on the li­
noleum, and then only like a person 
walking softly with thin boots on,” she 
reported.

The appearances of the ghost dur­
ing July and August 1884became much 
more frequent, and on August 5 Rosina 
finally told her father about what she 
and others had seen and heard. “He 
was much astonished, not having seen 
or heard anything himself at the time 
—neither then had my mother, but she 

is slightly deaf and an invalid,” she 
wrote.

There were times when Rosina was 
the only person to see the figure. For 
instance, on July 21, 1884, she re­
corded the following:

I went into the drawing room, where my 
father and sisters were sitting, about nine in 
the evening, and sat down on a couch close 
to the bow window. A few minutes later, as 
I sat reading, I saw the figure come in at the 
open door, cross the room and take up a 
position close behind the couch where I 
was. I was astonished that no one else in the 
room saw her, as she was so very distinct to 
me. My youngest brother, who had before 
seen her, was not in the room. She stood 
behind the couch for about half an hour, 
and then as usual walked to the door.

It is most unusual for an apparition 
to be in view for so long a time.

The footsteps continued through­
out the haunting and were heard by 
several visitors and servants. Rosina 
Despard, her four sisters and a brother 
also heard them.

Other mysterious sounds were heard 
in the house and gradually increased in 
intensity. The Despards heard some­
one walking up and down on the sec­
ond floor landing, heard bumps against 
the doors of the bedrooms and saw 
doorhandles turning by themselves. 
The bumps against the bedroom doors 
were so loud that they terrified a new 
servant, who knew nothing of the 
haunting. She thought that burglars 
were breaking into her room. A second 
servant attributed her slight attack of 
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facial hemiplegia to the terror caused 
by the ghost’s thumping at her door 
worse than usual one night A local 
physician, however, thought the attack 
was caused by cold rather than fright.

The apparition was seen in daylight 
as well as during the night and in the 
garden and orchard.

During 1885, Rosina Despard kept 
a camera constantly ready to try to 
photograph the figure. This was at the 
suggestion of F.W.H. Myers. But on 
the few occasions that she was able to 
use it, the experiment failed. Since the 
ghost appeared at night, usually only 
by candlelight, it took a long exposure 
to catch the figure, which caused the 
failures. Miss Despard also tried to 
communicate with the figure, con­
stantly speaking to it and asking it to 
make signs. But these experiments, 
too, were without result. Several times 
Rosina fastened fine strings across the 
stairs before going to bed. On at least 
two occasions, she saw the figure pass 
through the strings leaving them in­
tact.

The figure gradually became much 
less substantial during the Despard’s 
tenancy. Up until 1886 it was so solid 
and lifelike that it was often mistaken 
for a real person. With the passing of 
time it gradually became less distinct. 
It invariably intercepted light, but the 
family never ascertained whether it 
cast a shadow. Rosina remarked, “The 
upper part of the figure always left a 
moredistinct impression than the lower, 
but this may partly be due to the fact 
that one naturally looks at people’s 

faces before their feet.”
Toward the end of her SPR report, 

Rosina wrote: “In conclusion as to the 
feelings aroused by the presence of the 
figure, it is very difficult to describe 
them; on the first few occasions, I 
think the feeling of awe at something 
unknown, mixed with a strong desire 
to know more about it, predominated. 
Later, when I was able to analyze my 
feelings more closely, and the first 
novelty had gone off, I felt conscious 
of a feeling of loss, as if I had lost 
power to the figure.”

Rosina Despard’s narrative was 
corroborated by statements and per­
sonal reports by her friend Miss Cath­
erine M. Campbell, three members of 
the Despard family and several other 
witnesses. But just who was Rosina 
Despard?

* * ♦

ROSINA Despard was a bookish 
girl who wore spectacles. In his 
introduction to the case, Myers de­

scribed her as “a lady of scientific 
training, now preparing to be a physi­
cian.” The same year (1886) that Myers 
received Captain Despard’s permis­
sion to call on him to discuss the case, 
Rosina passed the preliminary scien­
tific examination to become a physi­
cian. She passed the intermediate 
examination in 1893 and in 1895 she 
passed the final examination with third 
class honors in medicine, obstetrics 
and forensic medicine. In December 
1897 she passed the examination for 
the M.D.

Commenting on these results many
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years later, Dr. Pamela M. Huby wrote 
in the Journal of the SPR, “This, even 
for a man, would have been a credit­
able performance. The majority of 
students did not take honors in any 
subject and did not go on to the M.D. 
For a woman, at the end of the 19th 
Century, it is a distinguished achieve­
ment. The London School of Medi­
cine for Women, where she studied, 
had only opened its doors in 1874, and 
women had only been admitted to 
London medical degrees in 1878. Even 
at the beginning of 1895, the year in 
which she qualified, there were only 
200 women on the medical register. It 
has been said that ‘ to be accepted at the 
London School of Medicine was itself 
a testimony of intelligence and enter­
prise.’

Rosina Despard never married, and 
her niece described her to me as “a real 
old spinster.”

Dr. Despard’s interest in psychical 
research continued after the haunting 
of the house gradually diminished in 
1889. An account of some telepathy 
experiments which she conducted with 
her friend Miss Campbell from No­
vember 1891 to October 1892 was 
published by the SPR in 1893. A 
subsequent report on further experi­
ments between the two young women 
was issued in 1896.

Rosina chiefly spent her medical 
career working in institutions. In 1900 
she held a post in a sanatorium for the 
mentally disturbed in Virginia Water, 
Surrey, and was later an assistant 
medical officer at Holloway Sanato­

rium, London. She died at Yarmouth, 
Isle of Wight, in 1930 at the age of 67.

“So far as they go these records 
confirm the original impression that 
‘Rose Morton’ [Rosina Despard] was 
an outstanding witness,” reported 
Pamela Huby.

* * *

THE DESPARD family left the 
house in Cheltenham in 1893 when 
it was no longer haunted. But some­

thing of its reputation probably re­
mained since it continued to be empty 
for the next five years. It subsequently 
became a boy ’ s school, a convent, and 
a nursery college, probably for the 
training of nannies. In 1935 St. Anne’s 
was bought by the Diocese of Glouc­
ester for use as a diocesan house, mainly 
for holding conferences and retreats. 
Although church officials denied that 
the ghost of the tall woman in black 
had been seen there, some of the clergy 
who used the house were troubled by 
its atmosphere. The Rev. Alban 
Wheeler, for example, wrote to me in 
1977 to say that “I lived in St. Anne’s 
house from 1966 to 1968 when I was 
curate at nearby All Saints Church. I 
can honestly say that I didn’t like the 
atmosphere, especially in the hall and 
around the stairs down which, I under­
stand, the apparition appeared. I felt 
terribly sad and occasionally rather 
sick (I am very psychic) and honestly 
felt glad to get outside. Consequently 
the house never had a happy history as 
a retreat house for the Gloucester 
Diocese. Also, too many people knew 
of its history.”



THE WEEPING GHOST OF CHELTENHAM 37

St. Anne’s was closed as a diocesan 
house in 1970 and in 1973 was bought 
by a housing association and converted 
into apartments.

Although no sightings of the ghost 
have been reported from St. Anne’s 
itself, there have been several sight­
ings of the figure of a tall woman in 
black, old-fashioned clothes in the 
neighborhood. During the primary 
period of the haunting, for example, 
one housemaid saw the figure on the 
road just outside the gates. Such a 
mysterious figure was seen in 1958 
and in 1961 in Cotswold Lodge. This 
building, which has since been demol­
ished, stood on the opposite side of the 
road from St. Anne’s and within sight 
of it

Sometime in 1961 William Thome, 
an executive officer atLondon airport’s 
Customs and Excise Department, with 
his son John, paid a visit to his brother, 
who lived in a flat there. Father and 
son shared a couch in the drawing 
room. After they went to bed, just 
before midnight, William — who was 
almost asleep—heard footsteps in the 
carpeted corridor. He looked at the 
open door, expecting to see his sister- 
in-law, but instead saw the standing 
figure of a woman wearing a long 
black dress. Her face could not be seen 
clearly because her right hand covered 
it with a handkerchief. The apparition 
seemed solid but her upper torso was 
more clearly defined than the lower. 
Although he opened and shut his eyes 
several times, the figure refused to 
disappear.

John Thome also saw the figure on 
this occasion, but he saw it outlined by 
phosphorescent light. He could see 
that its dress was long enough to hide 
its feet, but couldn’t see its features nor 
even the handkerchief, his father re­
ported.

“Did you see that?” he asked his 
father.

“Yes, go and close the door,” his 
father replied.

John looked away as he rose from 
the couch, but by the time he got to the 
door, the figure had disappeared.

Neither William Thome nor his son 
mentioned the experience to their hosts, 
since they did not want to cause them 
any alarm. It was only later that they 
discovered another family member, the 
sales manager of a large brewery 
company, had seen the figure in 1958.

This witness wrote me from Scot­
land: “I awoke one night, time ap­
proximately 2:30 A.M. (I am normally 
a heavy sleeper) and standing between 
me and the window was a woman. 
Natural reaction, with beating heart, 
was to dive under the bedclothes! 
Summoning sufficient courage, I 
peeped again; she remained standing 
there.... Shape suggested a woman in 
a long dress, as one imagined the Vic­
torians dressed, but I could not or at 
least cannot remember whether fea­
tures were at all discernible. I went 
under the clothes a second time and 
cowardly tugged at my wife’s night­
dress. She put on the light and hearing 
what I had to describe told me I had 
been dreaming. I was not convinced 
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by any means, although as time passed 
I did not treat the matter with much 
consequence.”

None of these witnesses had previ­
ously heard of the Cheltenham ghost. 
Over the years I have collected several 
other accounts indicating that the ghost 
is still roaming about. For example, 
the following report tells of an actual 
happening at St. Anne’s. It came to me 
from a clergyman who asked me to 
withhold his name:

In the autumn of 1969 I stayed at St 
Anne’s with a number of clergy for a resi­
dential weekend. It is important to state I 
had not heard of St Anne’s reputation and 
therefore had no expectations.

Having said evensong and later com­
pline, the clergy decided to visit a local 
hotel for a drink. Feeling the onset of a 
heavy cold, I decided to stay in and have an 
early night, helping myself to tea down­
stairs and taking two aspirin tablets. It was 
our custom to make our own beds to help 
the staff of St Anne’s, so I made my bed 
very carefully — it was not very warm in 
the bedroom — and retired. I fell asleep 
quickly.

I woke to the strange sound and sensa­
tion of fingers scratching the eiderdown 
across the back of my neck and thought it 
must be a silly practical joke by some other 
man who had come into the bedroom, leav­
ing the others outside. So I sat up suddenly 
to catch the man in the act, as it were, only 
to find no one by my bed. The room felt 
bitterly cold when, to my amazement, the 
bedclothes, which I had carefully tucked in 
myself, seemed to be pulled slowly from 
me onto the floor at the foot of the bed.

I had said the office of evensong in the 

chapel and my prayer book was still open at 
the page by my bedside. The room was 
quite light without the bedside lamp. 
Quickly I repeated, "Lighten our darkness, 
we beseech Thee, О LordJ And by Thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of the night...

As I said the words, a grey shape took 
form by the door and came to me slowly, 
passing over my head and through the wall 
on my left shoulder. I put on the light and 
searched the landing, staircase and house. 
I was alone. No one had returned from the 
hotel and it was still only about 10:45. I 
remade the bed andretumed to sleep, think­
ing my cold was worse, that I had experi­
enced a bad dream and caused my own 
bedding to slip by my own movements. 
Perhaps the grey figure was a trick of 
moonlight and my cold feelings, my slight 
temperature and even fear. I decided to say 
nothing.

In 1970 when I was at Wells Theologi­
cal College a discussion one evening turned 
to a great surprise when someone, a mem­
ber of the Society for Psychical Research, 
began to describe experiences at St. Anne’s 
House, Cheltenham. It seems thatl was not 
alone! So I described the above incident. I 
learned that another clergyman (who had 
since died) had had an almost identical 
experience to mine and that I had slept in 
the principal bedroom, and the wall through 
which the grey shape had passed led to 
what had been a dressing room of the 
original house. Changes in the structure 
had been made when it became a retreat 
house and a doorway from one room to the 
other was blocked by a partition wall.

The clergyman’s report may not 
have involved the tall woman in black 
reported by the Despards. But a more
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definitive sighting of the ghost was 
given to me by a local resident, Mrs. 
Doreen Jackson, a cook who lives in 
the vicinity.

On a dull day in January 1970 she 
was taking a driving lesson during her 
lunch hour. When she approached the 
gate of St. Anne’s, a tall woman in 
black, with her hand held to her face, 
stepped off the shoulder of the road 20 
yards ahead right into the path of the 
car. Mrs. Jackson changed gears and 
braked. When her instructor asked her 
what she was doing, she replied that 
there was a woman crossing the road in 
front of her and he remarked sarcasti­
cally, “I can see pink elephants, too.” 
Obviously he hadn’t seen the appari­
tion and when Mrs. Jackson looked up 
again, the woman had disappeared.

I was able to speak with Mrs. 
Jackson on the telephone about her 
experience and she kindly filled out a 
subsequent questionaire I sent to her. 
Mrs. Jackson estimated that the ghost, 
about 5’7" tall, was in view for five or 
six seconds. Her clothes looked old- 
fashioned and her dress reached to the 
ground. The figure showed no aware­
ness of the approaching car, and she 
had nothing in the hand she held to her 
face. Mrs. Jackson said she had never 
heard about the haunting of St. Anne’s.

♦ * ♦

AFTER St. Anne’s was converted 
into flats, most of the occupants 
were undisturbed by the famous haunt­

ing. But the ghost was apparently still 
making its presence known. John Higgs 
(pseudonym) is a local taxi driver who, 

with his wife, lived in a flat which 
covered several rooms used by the 
Despards, including Rosina’s original 
bedroom.

The taxi driver was interviewed by 
Wilfred Cox, a retired schoolmaster, 
who wrote to me of the man’s experi­
ences in the house:

•In what was once Rosina 
Despard’s bedroom, an eight-foot-long 
shelf secured by eight rawlplugs sprang 
from the wall. All the plugs shot out 
simultaneously.

•A large “sweetheart” plant would 
“move on the air” as if someone were 
passing it, even though the air was 
perfectly still.

•Clothes and objects would disap­
pear sometimes reappearing in strange 
places.

•The lights and heaters of the fish 
tank were sometimes switched on or 
off, opposite to the way they had been 
set

•Mrs. Higgs sometimes felt a pres­
ence on the bed which prevented her 
from getting up.

•Pictures flew from the walls, leav­
ing the hooks and the picture cords 
draped over the hooks.

•Mrs. Higgs often felt someone 
watching her, particularly when she 
was making mince pies.

Mr. Higgs knew of the house’s 
reputation and thought he spotted 
Imogen Swinhoe’s ghost one night 
when he was returning home. He was 
climbing the house’s well-lit stairs at 
10 o’clock when the figure of a woman 
(aged between 35 and 40) with fair hair 
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brushed back from her forehead, and 
wearing a grey dress, passed him. When 
he arrived at his flat he immediately 
said to his wife, “I’ve seen Imogen!” 
His wife told Mr. Cox that her husband 
turned pale from the experience. Mr. 
Cox wrote to me that he “pressed the 
point of the description of the woman 
he saw, particularly the color of the 
dress, face and hair. She glided down, 
not walked. Is this the first or second 
Mrs. Swinhoe?”

In my opinion Mr. Higgs had little 
justification for believing that the fig­
ure he saw was the apparition of Imo­
gen Swinhoe. The figure didn’t seem 
to resemble the apparition described 
by Rosina Despard and other members 
ofthehouseholdinthel880’s. Itcould 
possibly have been the ghost of the 
first Mrs. Swinhoe who died at age 35 
on August 11,1866. But that is just 
conjecture.

We now come to more recent evi­
dence that the Despard house is still 
haunted. Sometime in mid-July 1984, 
Randolf Marsh (pseudonym) — a 
musician in his 60’s and an Oxford 
University graduate — was walking 
with a friend in the vicinity of St 
Anne’s. It was dusk and the street 
lights were just coming on. They had 
come to the turn of the road where St. 
Anne’s close leads to the bungalows 
behind St Anne’s on what was once 
the garden and lawn.

When looking up the close, they 
saw the figure of a woman wearing a 
long black or darkish-colored dress 
with a crinoline with her hand held to 

her face. The figure was about 70 feet 
from them. Mr. Marsh reported in a 
letter to me that “she was walking, 
seemingly gliding indeed, along the 
path towards the corner. She suddenly 
stopped, turned round and glanced 
straight up the path, seemingly looking 
at us. Now, I am curious as to whether 
she would only have seen the path, 
surroundings, etc., as they were a cen­
tury ago, or whether she might be able 
to see things as they are today, possibly 
including us, and so I waved to her for 
some time. Her response was to move 
across into the centre of the pathway 
still glancing in our direction...

Mr. Marsh then did what he later 
described as a “foolish thing.” He 
suggested to his friend, Miss Sheila 
Brown, that they should continue their 
walk. When he changed his mind and 
returned to accost the apparition, the 
figure had disappeared.

According to what Miss Brown told 
me, the woman glided along the 
grounds and “her dress billowed and 
swayed with every movement due to 
the movement of the iron cage beneath 
the garment” When the figure turned 
to look in their direction “her face was 
now totally exposed — perhaps she 
might feel that this might not matter at 
that distance. AU I was able to see was 
a pale blob at the top of the figure. I 
stood looking at the apparition for over 
two minutes.”

Mr. Marsh saw the same figure 
again, but this time when he was alone. 
On August 29,1985, near midnight he 
was driving along Pittville Circus Road 
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when he saw the figure crossing the 
road about 10 yards in front of him. 
The woman was wearing a long, full, 
dark or black dress. On her head was 
“a period flattish hat with a small veil,” 
according to the witness. She was 
gliding toward the overgrown drive­
way of Dean wood, a large empty house 
about 1A mile from St. Anne’s on the 
opposite side of the road. The figure, 
which was halfway across the road 
when Mr. Marsh saw it, was in view for 
about 25 seconds. He continued on his 
way and then turned round, driving 
slowly past the entrance to Deanwood, 
but by then the figure was no longer 
present.

In describing these encounters, Mr. 
Marsh said that the figure’s left hand 
covered its face with a handkerchief. 
But when I pointed out that Rosina 
Despard saw the figure with the hand­
kerchief in the right hand, he changed 
his description to conform to her testi­
mony.

Deanwood, which was named Val- 
lambrosa in Victorian times, is not 
mentioned in Rosina Despard’s report 
to the SPR. According to Mr. Marsh, 
the late Canon P.M.C. Johnstone — a 
former vicar of All Saints Church — 
believed that Imogen Swinhoe’s sister 
used to stay at the house. If this were 
true Imogen could be expected to visit 

her there, but for want of more evi­
dence on this issue, the matter must 
remain in doubt.

What I find so surprising about these 
recent appearances of the Despard’s 
ghost is that they have all been outside 
St. Anne’s. Not a single reported inci­
dent of the figure inside the building 
has been reported. Why should this be 
so? My personal theory is that when 
conditions become unfavorable for a 
haunting to continue in one spot, it 
moves elsewhere. We know from 
Rosina’s narrative that the figure was 
sometimes seen outside the house, and 
so it continues today. For example, a 
retired postman in Cheltenham told 
the late Mr. Cox of a similar sighting. 
While making a Sunday collection from 
apost box near Sl Anne’s in the 1950’s, 
he suddenly felt strangely cold and, 
glancing towards the gateway of St. 
Anne’s he saw the tall figure of a 
woman dressed in old-fashioned 
clothes. He turned to close the box, but 
when he looked towards the gate again, 
the figure had disappeared.

On the basis of these reports from or 
near St. Anne’s, I think we may safely 
conclude that the Cheltenham haunt­
ing first reported 100 years ago has 
resumed. Why this should be happen­
ing is a mystery. But then, aren’t all 
ghostly events mysterious?
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This Austrian doctor heals the incurable, using 
conventional methods — and electric shocks from his fingers.

By Guy Lyon Playfair

Nestling on the bank of the 
river Inn a few miles from the 
Tyrolean capital of Innsbruck, Hall is 

a picturesque little town famous for its 
baroque churches and silver mint, be­
lieved to be the world’s oldest still in 
use. More recently, Hall has become 
better known as the hometown of the 
man the Austrian press call “The 
Wonder Healer of the Tyrol.”

According to his nameplate, Dr. 
Leonhard Hochenegg is a “specialist 
in psychiatry and neurology,” but to 
the estimated 50,000 people who have 
beaten a path to the door of Eugen- 
strasse 1 from all over Europe and 
beyond since 1979, his real specialty is 
treating patients given up as incurable 
by their local clinics or hospitals. 
Several have publicly testified that he 
has been successful:

•Isabella K. came to see him from 

Vienna in 1985 after 15 years with 
multiple sclerosis that had begun to 
advance rapidly as she passed her 30th 
birthday in that year. On her first visit, 
in a wheelchair, she could swallow 
only liquids and was unable to take a 
step on her own. She is now 75- 
percent cured, does all her household 
chores on foot and without a cane, and 
is about to get married.

•A young hospital orderly from 
Wurzburg in West Germany was diag­
nosed in 1986as suffering from Keams- 
Sayre syndrome, a rare degenerative 
disease that had left him unable to walk 
or speak normally or to keep his eyes 
open without great effort. He can now 
do all three and has returned to work.

•Josephine B., 65, from Jenbach, 
Austria, came in tears having just been 
given three weeks to live because of 
the inoperable meningioma (membrane 
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tumor) in her brain. That was a couple 
of years ago, and the tumor has now 
become calcified and — unlike the 
patient — is no longer active.

•Another patient, a girl in her 20’s, 
has made a full recovery from her 
glioblastoma — described in the 
concise Oxford Dictionary as “the most

Nameplate of Dr. Leonhard Hochenegq 
known as a “wonder healer," in Hall, 
Austria, states he is a specialist in psy­
chiatry and neurology.
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malignant type of brain tumor.”
Other successful cures range from 

the asthma patient on a daily dose of 
100 mg. of cortisone who was assured 
she would be completely well in a 
month — and was — to the woman

who had been unable to become preg­
nant in 12 years of marriage. Three 
weeks after her visit, during which she 
received no conventional treatment at 
all, her pregnancy test was positive.

One is reminded of Dr. Schutz- 
macher in Shaw’s satirical play The 
Doctor’s Dilemma. Schutzmacherput 
the sign “CURE GUARANTEED” in 
his window, gave single doses of 
Parrish’s Chemical Food to one and 
all, and took early and prosperous re­
tirement. Dr. Hochenegg, 46, has yet 
to match this record, but by making use 
of a wide range of medical techniques 
— some conventional and at least one 
highly unconventional — he seems to 
be coming close. He claims that with 
the exception of terminal illness and 
certain long-lasting diseases of the 
elderly, there is no case in which he can 
do nothing at all. Cure is not guaran­
teed, but improvement, however 
modest, is. “There’s no clear border 
between organic and psychosomatic 
disease,” he insists. “Even organic 
disease can have a 20- to 30-percent 
psychosomatic background, and that’s 
easy to change.”

How does he do it? At first sight 
there is nothing unusual about the well- 
equipped clinic he runs with his asso­
ciate Dr. Peter Mayer and a couple of 
assistants. Patients are questioned and 
examined much as they would be 
anywhere else, apart from the high- 
technology computerized acupuncture 
diagnosis that includes a personal 
herbal remedy and a homeopathic code 
number in its printout There may
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Dr. Hochenegg treats his patients by 
placing hands on their heads, then 
moves hands to afflicted area where he 
administers “shock.”

follow such standard procedures as a 
vitamin В drip, an ozone injection for 
the muscles, even a dose of ordinary 
medicine such as insulin for a diabetic. 
Then comes the unusual part.

• * *

HOCHENEGG, who was awarded 
his M.D. degree by the University 
of Innsbruck in 1967, is suddenly trans­

formed, like a medical Clark Kent, into 
a superhealer. He puts his hands on the 
patient’s head and holds them there in 
silence for a few minutes. Sudden 
feelings of warmth and peace are re­
ported. Then he moves his hands to the 
area of the body afflicted as if search­
ing for the precise spot in need of 
special treatment Now, without warn­
ing, he points a finger and concen­
trates, whereupon there is a sharp crack­
ling sound and an immediate reaction 
from the patient Some of them look as 
if they had just sat on a drawing pin. 
“It’s like being struck by lightning,” 
said one. Another reported “an electric 
shock going right through me,” while 
a calmer patient described “a peculiar 
but pleasant sensation.”

“The energy will come if you con­
centrate,” he said when the last patient 
had gone. “The effect depends on 
what’s wrong with the patient.”

He came towards me and pointed a 
finger at my stomach which, as far as I 
was aware, was suffering nothing worse 
than a mild overdose of chocolate cake. 
Almost at once, as his finger lightly 
brushed against my cotton and polyes­
ter shirt, there was a loud crack. I felt 
as if I had been prodded with a live 
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wire. He moved his hand slightly to 
one side, placed three fingers together 
and gave me another shock, a more 
powerful one this time. It was not 
unpleasant, but it was peculiar indeed.

My understanding of normal 
electrostatics ran out at that point. I 
knew that human bodies could hold 
electric charges, but how a charge could 
apparently be released at will followed 
immediately by another was a differ­
ent matter. So was the fact that Hoch- 
enegg could keep it up all day, treating 
up to 50 or 60 patients in this way.

Late in the evening, when I was a 
good deal more tired than he seemed to 
be despite working from 8:00 A.M 
until 10:00 P.M., he showed me what 
else he could do. Pointing a finger at 
one of his potted plants, he told me to 
watch the nearest leaf as he moved his 
hand closer to it. 1 did so, and when the 
tip of his finger was a couple of inches 
away the leaf gave a sudden lurch 
forwards as if magnetically attracted. 
He did this two or three times, then 
took my wrist and enabled me to do it 
as well, though not so effectively. The 
leaf just shook a little, and when I tried 
on my own it would not budge at all.

Hochenegg has frequently given 
public demonstrations of his electrical 
skills. On a 1986 television program in 
Luxembourg, he caused a fluorescent 
tube to light just by holding it in his 
hands. Interestingly he held the tube at 
one end and placed his other hand in 
the middle of it, indicating that he was 
having a direct effect on the coating 
through the glass rather than exciting 

an electron arc, which is the normal 
way to light up a tube.

After the filming, the cameraman 
had protested that it was just a trick — 
fluorescent tubes always lit up in high- 
frequency fields, he said, as indeed 
they do under electric pylons, for ex­
ample. Hoping to prove his point, he 
took the same tube, stood where the 
doctor had been standing and waited 
for the light to illuminate. It didn’t.

Oxford University lecturer Michael

Hochenegg’s “natural electricity" affects 
plants as well as people. Leaves are 
drawn to his finger as if by magnetic 
attraction.
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Shallis, an astrophysicist by training, 
has made a special study of people 
with unusual electrical attributes, and 
has found that they frequently display 
psi abilities as well, both physical and 
mental. They pop light bulbs, sabo­
tage household appliances and crash 
computers. They can score high marks 
on clairvoyance tests, as Shallis de­
scribes in The Electric Shock Book 
(1988). They are also six times more 
likely than others to have been struck 
by lightning or to have suffered a se­
vere electric shock. For instance, Brit­
ish healer Cyril Higho discovered both 
clairvoyant and healing skills a few 
day s after being felled to the ground by 
lightning while playing golf. He is 
now a successful healer.

Hochenegg was never struck by 
lightning, he assured me. He did, 
however, recall receiving a strong 
electric shock at the age of 10 while 
repairing a mains-operated radio set. 
“It knocked me across the room,” he 
said, and it was around two years after 
that when he first became aware of 
some kind of energy streaming from 
his fingers. At first he was bewildered 
by it, but before long he found that if he 
puthis hands on sickpeople they tended 
to get better. It was, and remains, 
particularly effective for headaches.

Thirty years on, he seems to have 
his bioelectricity under control, though 
it can still cause problems. He is a mild 
and amiable man who does not often 
get excited or angry. This is just as 
well, for when he does, electrical ap­
pliances suffer short-circuits, discs of 

his personal computer erase them­
selves, plates and glasses shatter — 
sometimes in unusual ways. Once, he 
recalls with some amusement, he was 
having a heated argument with a col­
league who was holding a wineglass. 
First the base fell off, then the column 
was sliced into four pieces, and finally 
his interlocutor was left holding just 
the bowl of the glass.

It is difficult to understand how 
such an unpredictable force can cure 
anything. Most of us have touched a 
live wire at some time, and the only 
effect is usually a sharp pain. There are 
a number of conventional ways of using 
electricity and/or magnetism for medi­
cal purposes, from the gross effects of 
the now notorious ECT (electrocon­
vulsive shock therapy) to the weak 
direct currents used in tone healing by 
Dr. Robert O. Becker and others.*

A number of machines on the mar­
ket offer electromagnetic therapy, 
usually making use of the lower fre­
quencies, and there have been colorful 
claims, most of them from Californian 
inventor Robert C. Beck, that extreme 
low frequencies (ELF) can “entrain” 
the brain and alter states of conscious­
ness. I spent several days in a London 
research hospital trying to alter mine 
by following Beck’s instructions pre­
cisely and felt nothing at all. The 
Soviets have marketed a machine called 
the LIDA which supposedly replaces 
the sleeping pill with safe, soothing

’The Body Electric, Robert О. Becker (New York: 
William Morrow. 1985).
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ELF pulses, while there are reports 
that the East Germans have developed 
a “radiosleep” machine that can in­
duce sleep — at a distance.

Hochenegg’s technique resembles 
none of these. Ostensibly it consists of 
no more than one or two brief electro­
static discharges that can vary consid­
erably in intensity. There seem to be 
two possible explanations for then- 
effects. One is pure suggestion. The 
Hall doctor is best known for his elec­
tric zap, and patients flock to him in the 
expectation that it is going to help 
them. The fact that many of them 
receive no other form of treatment 
suggests that it does, but how? Not by 
any currently understood mechanism, 
although the full potential of sugges­
tion and expectation (with or without 
hypnotic induction) has yet to be tested.

The other possibility is more chal­
lenging. Perhaps Hochenegg is cor­
rect in his speculation that there is a 
“bioelectric field” in which a transfer 
of electrical energy from a healthy 
person to a sick one can induce struc­
tural change. Such a theory echoes 
that of his countryman Franz Anton 
Mesmer and the “animal magnetism” 
that led to his downfall. Unlike Mes­
mer, Hochenegg enjoys congenial re­
lations with fellow doctors, many of 
whom send him patients. There is 
some evidence to support the theory. 
Hochenegg claims to have observed 
structural changes in a patient’s chest, 
both by stethoscopic examination and 
by X rays, within a month of his first 
treatment As I described in detail in

Medicine, Mind and Magic (1987), 
however, such sudden structural 
changes can also follow hypnosis — 
and no electric shocks.

This happened in one of the best 
documented of all “miracle” cures — 
the 1952 case of ichthyosis, or fish­
skin disease, in which the patient grew 
a whole arm of new skin within a week 
of a single session of hypnosis (from a 
hypnotist who thought he was treating 
warts). There would doubtless be many 
more such cases if present-day hypno­
tists had the enterprise to attempt them.

Whether or not an interchange be­
tween bioelectric fields (assuming they 
exist) can lead to organic change, it is 
also possible that psi information is 
exchanged during the hand-healing 
routine. This is not a new idea—when 
he spontaneously discovered the som­
nambulistic or deep trance state more 
than two centuries ago, the Marquis de 
Puységur noted that both the thoughts 
and the physical condition of his pa­
tient Victor could be “changed com­
pletely.”

If.asShallis’ survey indicates, elec­
trified people can be expected to dis­
play better than average psi abilities, it 
may be that Hochenegg is doing what 
the early mesmerists did. This can be 
seen as a process of putting patients 
into a state of mind in which they 
become able to cure themselves.

♦ ♦ ♦

BEFORE setting up his private prac­
tice, Hochenegg was chief physi­
cian at an Innsbruck psychiatric clinic. 

He became increasingly disillusioned 
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by what he saw there. “Patients were 
pumped full of medicine, but nobody 
considered their mental health,” he 
recalls. During this period he met and 
married a young woman from the 
Philippines, and on the first of three 
visits to her homeland in 1977, a new 
world of healing opened up for him.

He found plenty of showmanship, 
suggestion, placebo effects and out­
right trickery. Hochenegg underwent 
a colorful and messy operation himself 
for his varicose veins. “There was a 
good deal of praying,” he recalls, “but 
I didn’t get any better.” He was more 
impressed by the islands’ herbalists 
from whom he learned a good deal. 
One of his most astonishing claims is 
to have totally cured 60 heroin addicts 
by giving them extracts of two south­
east Asian plants — sesame and 
Rauwolfia serpentina (the source of 
reserpine), plus some hand-healing. 
“The herbal extract stifles the desire,” 
he says.

He reckoned he had identified the 
secret of the “psychic surgeons.” “It’s 
a step-by-step healing ritual,” he told 
me, “with a strong surprise element.” 
When a healer produced a stone alleg­
edly from the patient’s body, symbol­
izing the cause of the disease, the pa­

tient would often be convinced of a 
healing “because there was the stone in 
the healer’s hand, so he must have 
done something.” Trickery perhaps, 
but it could work. There is also, he 
insists, “some inexplicable factor” 
involved.

The same could be said of his own 
methods. These include acupuncture, 
homeopathy, herbal medicine and sug­
gestion both direct and indirect, as well 
as a number of conventional medical 
techniques in addition to his celebrated 
bioelectric shock therapy. Patients 
come to him expecting to be cured, and 
from the moment they walk, or are 
wheeled, through his door they are 
encouraged to believe that they will be. 
They then go through a step-by-step 
ritual culminating in one of those ex­
tremely surprising electric shocks, and 
whatever direct biological effects these 
may have there is no denying their 
symbolic value.

Hochenegg rejects the “Wonder 
Healer” image and is somewhat inar­
ticulate when trying to explain his 
methods. “I just try to help people get 
better,” he says, “and if one thing 
doesn’tworkltiy something else. After 
all, I’m the last court of appeal round 
here, so I have to try harder.”

zz



HGHTING
THE WITCH-HUNTERS

In the battle against superstition, did a humble tradesman have 
a chance against a famous minister—and the Devil?

By Lamoine E. Boyle

TO THOSE unfamiliar with the saga 
of witchcraft inNew England, John 
Greenleaf Whittier’s poem “Calef in 

Boston” is probably an enigma. It is 
based on fact, regardless of the poetic 
license Whittier employs to show his 
sympathy for Robert Calef, a humble 
tradesman whom Whittier endows with 
a certain degree of nobility because 
Calef dared to fight the monstrous 
superstition called witchcraft.

The whole subject of witchcraft, 
including the widespread belief in it in 
the year 1693, was an explosive issue 
in New England, where it was believed 
by the God-fearing and alleged by the 
God-preaching to represent Satan’s 

determined effort to intervene in human 
affairs and uproot the Christian reli­
gion.

Starting with fiery sermons which 
demanded solemn fasting and prayer, 
the foes of witchcraft took more active 
measures. They urged the government 
to prosecute without delay the cases of 
witchcraft that were pending in the 
courts. The clergy took an active part 
in these proceedings, framing ques­
tions in such a way as to entrap the 
accused witches and taking minutes of 
the examinations. Clergymen visited 
the cells of persons accused of being in 
league with Satan, thus putting into 
practice the principle that
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The godly may allege 
For anything their privilege, 
And to the Devil himself go, 
If they have motives thereunto. 
For as there is a war between 
The Devil and them, it is no sin 
If they do, by subtle stratagems, 
Make use of him as he does them.

One of the most eloquent voices in 
the persecution of accused witches 
belonged to Cotton Mather (1663- 
1728), Boston’s leading clergyman. 
He was passionately determined to 
exterminate the “devils” who, as he 
tells us in his Wonders of the Invisible 
World, were walking about the streets 
“with lengthened chains, making a 
dreadful noise; the brimstone was 
making a horrid and hellish stench” in 
men’s nostrils.

To understand the power of the 
clergy in those early years of Ameri­
can history, we must realize that many 
people could not read or write and that 
the educated clergy took advantage of 
this handicap to influence whatever 
activity they favored. They used the 
pulpit, the church and God as a shield 
for activities that were often malicious 
and even criminal. Mather, taking 
advantage of his high office, was guilty 
of being leader of the witch-hunt He 
was a domineering man who wrote 
more than 400 separate works during 
his lifetime, of which the most ambi­
tious was his Magnolia Christi Ameri­
cana (Christ's Great Achievements in 
America) published in 1702.

IN SPITE of Mather’s high office 
and his unquestioned piety, a num­
ber of the Christian clergy expressed 

doubts about his sincerity as his elo­
quent voice thundered from the pulpit 
against witchcraft At the core of their 
doubt was Mather’s use of the Scrip­
tures to support his intense effort to 
thwart the imagined takeover of the 
Christian world by the devil and his 
demons. While they did, for the most 
part, remain silent, they considered 
witchcraft as defined by Mather to be 
little more than superstition and an 
abuse of power.

But allied with Mather in his fanatic 
crusade were other influential men, 
among them his neighbor and bosom 
friend Massachusetts Governor Wil­
liam Phips who threw his full authority 
behind Mather in the persecution of 
those accused of being in league with 
Satan.

Mather needed a scapegoat, some­
one on whom he could pin the witch 
label so that he could present the public 
with tangible evidence that what he 
claimed was true. He found such a 
person in Margaret Rule, alleging that 
this young woman, a member of his 
own congregation, was haunted by no 
fewer than eight malignant specters, 
led by a principal demon who, upon 
her refusal to enter into a bond with 
him, continually subjected her to tor­
ture by pinching and scorching her and 
jabbing her with pins, throwing her 
into convulsions, lifting her bodily off 
the bed so that she languished “for just 
six weeks together.” He went on to say 
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that he had been told that at times the 
spectators of her miseries nearly choked 
on the fumes of brimstone rising in her 
chamber.

Mather was certain that with this 
kind of evidence for his accusations 
the public would support him and the 
witch-hunt wouldextend toevery nook 
and cranny of Boston. He might well 
have succeeded had not one man been 
bold and persistent enough to protest 
that what Mather was doing was evil 
and that he was in fact reviving a super­
stitious hysteria which reasonable men 
had hoped was forever dead.

Robert Calef, a clothier unknown 
beyond his neighborhood, leaped into 
the witchcraft controversy. Incensed 
at what he considered an abuse of power 
by a group of people dedicated to a 
suspect cause, Calef first addressed 
some letters to Dr. Mather in which he 
argued that witchcraft was a delusion 
and that the proceedings against Mar­
garet Rule, accused by Mather in a 
treatise entitled Another Brand Pluckt 
From the Burning, were based on false­
hood and outright fantasy.

Calef was pitting himself against 
Mather’s authority, his reputation for 
eloquence and his mastery of the Holy 
Scriptures, but apparently Calef also 
had a pretty fair arsenal of scriptural 
learning. While Mather spoke of 
Calef as “the weaver turned minister,” 
Calef retorted that Mather was a man 
“thirsting for more power and blood.” 
Confident that the high and mighty 
Mather could be brought down if 
enough holes were punched in his 

theories, Calef used logic and reason 
as his weapons. Mather made the 
mistake of underestimating the “de­
spised clothier” whose charges, in his 
opinion, were unworthy of a reply.

Calef found material in the Bible to 
contradict everything that Mather 
himself took from it He argued that 
Mather’s crusade was not only a mock­
ery of social and moral justice but the 
scheme of a power-hungry man fur­
thering his cause with manufactured 
evidence. Calef voiced his fear of a 
new outbreak of a hysteria whose still­
smoldering embers needed only fuel to 
turn into a blazing inferno.

In opposing Mather in behalf of 
religion and public welfare, Calef 
proved to be more than a worthy adver­
sary. He not only possessed a deep 
sense of justice but was thick-skinned 
enough to shrug off Mather’s sneers 
and persist in attacking the formidable 
leader of the New England clergy. The 
lamentable fact that the judges had 
decreed the death of a score of inno­
cent persons and this honor had para­
lyzed men’s tongues against speaking 
out in obedience to conscience in­
creased the stakes of Calef s struggle 
against Mather.

IN 1700 Calef collected and printed 
in London all the pieces relating to 
his controversy with Mather. To it he 

added an “Impartial Account of the 
Salem witch hunt and a review of 
Mather’s life of Sir William Phips,” 
giving this the title of More Wonders of 
the Invisible World. No printer in 
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Boston or the colony would print his 
work or expose it for sale. In fact, the 
work published in London was pub­
licly burned in the college yard at 
Cambridge by order of the college 
president.

Mather sought the more active as­
sistance of Margaret Rule to prove 
what he insisted was the threat posed 
by the devil and his demons. He 
adopted the role of a psychoanalyst 
who would interpret the dreams of a 
troubled young woman as evidence 
that she had indeed been visited by 
demons seeking to enlist her into then- 
ranks. The withdrawn, pale woman 
was in awe of Mather and like so many 
others considered him to be speaking 
with God’s voice. She was a reed 
easily bent under the pressure of those 
who sought to make the devil ’ s alleged 
takeover of the Christian world the 
most profound issue of the day.

When questioned as to the nature of 
her dreams, Margaret Rule answered, 
“They are vague, my dreams. I do not 
remember details.”

This was not the answer Mather 
wanted. Well versed in methods used 
to extract what served as evidence from 
those who he argued had been visited 
by the devil, he decided that what was 
needed was a relentless interrogation 
with extensive prompting. In other 
words, Margaret Rule must be told 
what to say.

He began by demanding, “Did you 
see devils and hear them speak unholy 
thoughts? Were they not in the room 
where you slept? Tell me what they 

said. Exactly now, because I must 
know this in order to help you and 
drive them away. Tell me, Margaret 
Rule, did they not ask you to become 
one of them and when you refused, as 
any God-fearing person would, did 
they not torture you by pinching and 
scorching you and sticking pins into 
your flesh, throwing you into convul­
sions, and this lasted six weeks?”

Then, wishing to place on record 
the testimony of her friends who she 
said had witnessed her torture, Mather 
went on to say, “I’ve been told that 
your miseries were seen by others who 
nearly choked on the fumes of brim­
stone rising in your chamber.”

Margaret Rule looked dazed and 
uncertain but after repeated prodding 
from Mather, she said, “It is as you say, 
Dr. Mather. The demons were there. 
They tortured me, causing me much 
pain.”

Mather was certain that with this 
kind of evidence the public would 
support his witch-hunt. But stirred 
into action by the threat of escalating 
paranoia, Robert Calef determined to 
show everyone that Mather’s accusa­
tions were irrational and that Margaret 
Rule was a shy, confused woman whose 
troubles resulted from an unstable 
mental condition in no way related to 
devils or demons.

Calef sought out the people who 
supposedly witnessed MargaretRule’s 
confrontation with creatures from hell. 
These individuals admitted that they 
had not heard her crying out that 
demons were inflicting her with pain 
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or that there was any stench of brim­
stone in her room. Margaret Rule 
herself, more confused than ever at 
being the focus of a raging contro­
versy, seemed unable to remember 
being questioned by Mather. Slipping 
once more into her fantasy retreat, she 
whispered, “I don’t know. I don’t 
believe there were demons. If I said 
there were, I don’t remember. It is all 
so gray and fuzzy...

Calef now had more ammunition 
with which to attack Mather. He 
charged that Mather’s extravagant 
claims of what Margaret Rule had said 
were nothing more than manufactured 
testimony extracted from a woman who 
obviously was mentally disordered. 
Mather retorted with abusive epithets 
and took legal steps against Calef for 
uttering “slanderous libels.”

Disregarding the warning that con­
tinued effort would put him behind 
bars, Calef launched new attacks 
against Mather and his use of religion 
to conjure up a demonic invasion of the 
Christian world, labeling the witch­
craft proceedings “the sorest affliction 
and die greatest blemish to religion 
that ever befell this country.”

Calef saw indications that Mather’s 
ridicule and threats were futile against 
the rising tide of an awakening public 
conscience. Suspicion had grown 
among the people of Boston that 
Mather’s use of his high office to pro­
mote a new outbreak of witchcraft 
tenor, with badly frightened neigh­
bors and family members accusing each 
other of being in league with Satan, 

was insulting and cruel.

A WARE TH AT unfavorable reac­
tion had set in against him, Mather 
replied to Calef s accusations with an­

other blast of oratory. It fell on deaf 
ears, for public opinion favored Calef s 
position.

This was the turning point in the 
long and bitter controversy and while 
the belief in witchcraft still prevailed 
in the minds of some people, few 
wished to continue an unpopular fight. 
No more denunciations were made 
against witchcraft and no more inno­
cent people were sentenced to hang. 
Although Robert Calef undoubtedly 
suffered from Mather’s attacks on his 
integrity and humble position in life, 
he saved the cause of reason — and 
that is what is significant about his 
story.

We must, however, ask why Gover­
nor Phips backed Mather during the 
early stages of the witchcraft furor and 
why he ceased to do so when public 
opinion turned against Mather’s cru­
sade.

Phips, a dour man who was both 
ambitious and ruthless, was willing to 
serve as a pawn for Mather as long as 
it suited his own purposes. He con­
trolled the magistrates who rendered 
judgment in all cases that came before 
them, including the trials of those 
accused of being in league with Satan. 
Like Mather, he was able to mold public 
opinion. But he was firstand foremost 
a politician and enjoyed the power of 
his office. Obviously he used Mather 
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at the same time that Mather used him. 
He saw an opportunity to gain more 
power by supporting Mather’s witch­
hunt, a cause politically and religiously 
expedient.

When Phips saw conclusive evi­
dence that Calefs struggle against 
Mather was gaining public support, he 
did nothing more to help Mather. Proof 
of this change of heart is that when 
Mather had Calef arrested for slander, 
Phips, who had the magistrates in his 
hip pocket, did not force a single 
magistrate to appear for Calefs trial, 
and the case was dismissed.

The poem “Calef in Boston,” writ­
ten by Whittier long after the witch­
craft outcry, alludes to “puppet-play,” 
which Whittier drew from the Rule 
case, wherein Mather asserted that the 
demons had puppets into which they 
thrust pins when they wished to tor­
ment her. This analogy is based on the 
old superstition that tortures inflicted 
on the wax or clay image of a person 
against whom a grudge is held will be 
suffered by that person.

“Calef in Boston” shows how 
Whittier and other objective persons 
viewed Calef s struggle against Mather 
and his distorted ideas of witchcraft. 
Here is how Whittier phrased his feel­

ings about Robert Calef, the clothier 
turned activist:

In the solemn days of old 
Two men met in Boston town, 
One a tradesman frank and bold, 
One a preacher of renoun.

Cried the last in bitter tone: 
"Poisoner of the walls of truth! 
Satan's hireling, thou hast sown 
With his tares the heart of youth!"

Spake the simple tradesman then: 
"God be judge ‘twixt thou and I;
All thou knowest of truth has been 
Unto men like thee a lie.

"Of your spectral puppet-play 
I have traced the cunning wires: 
Come what will, I needs must say, 
God is true, and ye are liars."

When the tought of man is free, 
Error fears its lightest tones;
So the priest cried, "Sadducees!" 
And the people took up stones.

In the ancient burying-ground, 
Side by side, the twain now lie, 
One with humble grassy mound, 
One with marbles pale and high.

STRANGE ORDER

IN TAUNTON, Somerset, near London the Brewhouse Theatre ordered 100 
gingerbread crucifixes from a local bakery. The theater staff handed out the 
tokens to the audience before performances of a comedy, Dracula—Or a Pain 

in the Neck.
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THE REASSURING VOICE
By Catherine Vanicek

BACK IN 1950, when I was four 
years old, I had little knowledge 
of the world around me. I was a 

sickly child, always down with ton- 
silitis or bronchitis. So I seldom saw 
the few other kids in our rural area 
of Alameda County in northern 
California, and my little brother, 
Joey, and I often played alone.

One night long after 1 had been 
tucked into bed, I was awakened 
suddenly by the house rumbling 
and shuddering with a noise so loud 
that I could barely stand it, let alone 
identify it.

My room was dark as coal, and in 
fright, I cried out from my bed, 
“Mama! What’s happening? It 
sounds like the house is falling in!”

My father, disinclined to explain 
the intricacies of a California earth­
quake to a young child who had 
never before experienced one, sim­
ply called out from the dark room 

across the hall from mine, “Go back 
to sleep, Catherine. There’s nothing 
for you to worry about. It’s just the 
dog rubbing himself against the side 
of the house under your window to 
scratch his fleas. The noise will stop 
in a minute.”

Although a child who easily swal­
lowed tales of Santa Claus and the 
tooth fairy, 1 was unconvinced by 
this explanation. Our dog, Rick, 
was a huge Great Dane, and it was

Joey and Catherine Vanicek
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true that he slept in a dog house 
positioned beneath my window, but 
even so I was not in the least 
relieved.

“No, it’s not Rick!” I cried out, 
my distress doubling as dishes be­
gan crashing to the kitchen floor. 
“Rick’s not big enough to be doing 
that!”

My father, a native Californian 
long used to the vagaries of the San 
Andreas fault, answered sternly 
from the dark beyond my room, “I 
promise you that everything will be 
fine in a minute. Just go back to 
sleep and don’t be afraid.”

But the house continued to shake, 
and my bed danced across the 
hardwood floor to the beat of crash­
ing plates and cups, falling pots and 
pans. Finally, unable to stand it any 
longer, I buried my face into my 
pillow and began to sob.

Then suddenly, from all around 
me, came the gentlest, sweetest 
voice 1 had ever heard. “Don’t be 
afraid, Catherine,” it soothed. “It’s 
only an earthquake. You are com­
pletely safe.”

An earthquake? I remember 
thinking. What is an earthquake?

Again came the soothing, gentle 
tones, “Don’t be afraid, Catherine. 
It’s only an earthquake.”

Feeling loved and protected, I 
drifted back to sleep.

The next morning I heard my 
mother in the kitchen, cleaning up 
the debris. Quickly 1 dressed and 
rushed out to her.

“Oh, Mama,” I said hugging her, 
“thank you for telling me about the 
earthquake last night. I was so 
afraid and I didn’t believe Dad 
when he said it was the dog. But 
when you told me what it was, I felt 
much better.”

My mother turned puzzled blue 
eyes to me. “Earthquake? I didn’t 
tell you it was an earthquake. I 
wanted to, but your father said you 
were too young to understand.”

Many years have passed since 
that frightening, dark night. And on 
many occasions, the foundations of 
my life have been shaken. But 
whenever things around me get real­
ly rough, I am comforted by the fact 
that someone “out there” once cared 
enough about a terrified child to 
smooth her path.—Hillsboro, Oreg.

THE FALLEN PAINTING
By Helen J. Waggoner

AFTER BOB and I married on 
September 23,1978, we moved 
into his family house in Goodletts- 

ville, Tenn., the same day. His 
mother Rosie Waggoner, had 
moved the previous month to an 
apartment in Madison, a 10-minute 
drive from our house. She had a 
heart attack in the summer of 1979 
and stayed with us after leaving 
Nashville Memorial Hospital until 
she felt stronger. During her stay I 
told her about my fear of the house 
catching fire while we were away. 
She assured me that the house was 
safe.
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Helen J. Waggoner

On January 14, 1984, Rosie told 
me that she wasn’t feeling well. I 
urged her to see her doctor. She said 
that she would and that if anything 
happened, she would let us know.

The following Monday night, 
January 23, while Bob and 1 were 
watching television there was a 
crash in the next room that sounded 
like a book falling. My cats fre­
quently walk on the bookcase and 
push books aside, so I decided to 
investigate later.

Not long afterward I started 
smelling charred wood. I went into 
the next room and found that a 
painting of the “Lord’s Supper” had 
fallen in front of the wall heater. 
When I pulled it away I thought of 
my mother-in-law. She had left the 
painting for us when she moved.

I told Bob I felt something was 
wrong with his mother. He called 
Rosie’s apartment — it was 7:10 
P.M. — but she was not home. We 
decided that I was overreacting, so 
we let the matter drop.

The next day Bob received a 
phone call from his brother, Wayne, 
telling him that their mother had 
been admitted to Nashville Memor­
ial Hospital the night before, some 
time after seven. I regret now that 
we did not follow up on my intui­
tion, because my husband never 
had a chance to speak to his mother 
again. She had a fatal heart attack 
while we were walking down the 
hospital hall to intensive care. I 
believe that through the fallen 
painting she was reaching out to tell 
us what happened to her.—Good- 
lettsville, Tenn.

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD
By Edward R. Friedlander

I WAS SITTING fully awake in 
the on-call room at St. Cather­

ine’s Hospital in East Chicago, Ind., 
when I saw the ghostly figure appear 
just to my left. The figure asked, 
“What did the Apostle Paul mean 
when he referred to ‘baptism on 
behalf of the dead?’ ” Then he was 
gone.

At the time, about February 1977, 
I was a senior medical student in 
training at that little community 
hospital. Earlier that evening i had 
worked hard to try to save a baby 
badly burned in a household fire. 
We had sent her to a burn center.

I was leading a prayer life and 
carried a book by Ignatius Loyola 
in my doctor’s bag, but was not yet a 
church member. 1 remembered the 
Bible reference (Paul’s First Letter
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Edward R. Friedlander

to the Corinthians 15:29) from a 
college course. Like most medical 
students, 1 knew the words and 
actions required for emergency 
baptism of a seriously sick infant.

The figure I had seen carried the 
sword and book with which Paul is 
usually shown in art. The eyes were 
covered with darkness, and I re­
called the suggestion that Paul be­
came nearly blind due to trachoma, 

a disease of the outer portion of the 
eye.

The words “baptism on behalf of 
the dead” seemed like specific in­
structions. I went to the sink and 
turned on the water. When I finished 
the baptism rite, I glanced at my 
watch. 1 learned the next day that 
the burned infant had died within a 
minute or two of my seeing the 
apparition.

I’ve known living saints but have 
never seen a dead one, before or 
since. “Baptism on behalf of the 
dead” is a long-extinct practice in 
most Christian denominations, in­
cluding my own. Did St. Paul, or 
one of his friends, visit me? Did my 
simple action help speed an inno­
cent soul to its blessed reward? Or 
was the whole experience the result 
of coincidence and my having had 
an extra cup of coffee? During this 
life I don’t expect answers.—John­
son City, Tenn.

NEW CAT ON THE LOCH

ANEW TYPE of large cat, pre­
viously unknown to science, 
may have been discovered in a re­

mote part of eastern Scotland, ac­
cording to a London Observer 
report.

Dr. Karl Shuker, a Birmingham, 
England, zoologist, is convinced 
the animals are a distinct species. 
He says, “They are too big to be 
domestic cats and too slender for 
Scottish wildcats.”

The stuffed bodies of four of the 

unusual felines were displayed for 
the first time in late July 1987 at a 
scientific meeting in Edinburgh. 
The first of them was shot five 
years ago near the village of Kellas. 
Because it was so unusual it was 
taken to a taxidermist for further 
examination.

The Kellas cat is long-limbed 
with powerful hind legs and a slen­
der muscular body. Although its 
head is small, it has particularly 
prominent teeth.



HOTUNE
The inner voice told me I’d win the bingo prize — 

and then that my hospitalized sister urgently needed me.

By Earle Williams

MY SISTER Dorothy and I were 
both Aquarians, our birthdays 
being only eight days apart Even 

though I was two years her senior, for 
some unknown reason she always 
called me “little brother.”

From early childhood we both 
seemed to be tuned to the same fre­
quency. We both had a deep-rooted 
love of nature and the arts and often we 
spoke the same thought at the same 
time. I never realized then that our 
ESP would some day be responsible 
for bringing us together for the last five 
minutes of her life on earth.

My experience began one day in 
June 1956, when I received a phone 

call. A voice said, “Son...There 
was a long, foreboding silence.

“Mother, is something wrong?” I 
asked uneasily.

“Sister has cancer and has to have 
surgery.”

“I didn’t even know she was ill,” I 
said.

“I know,” Mother answered, start- 
ingtoweep. “Shedidn’twanttoworry 
you.”

After her operation Dorothy seemed 
to improve and life returned to normal. 
On a Friday night about six months 
later, my wife and I were preparing to 
play bingo at a small private club in 
Lake Worth, Tex., when the phone 



60 FATE

rang. My stepfather Charles Phillips 
spoke in a flat, emotionally-depressed 
tone.

“Sister’s back in the hospital,” he 
said, “and the doctor says she’s com­
pletely eaten up with cancer. He gives 
her from two weeks to two months to 
live.”

My mind seemed frozen. Cancer, I 
thought — that horrible disease has 
caused more fear and suffering than 
any other disease in man’s history.

“Are you all right?” my stepfather 
asked anxiously, concerned at my si­
lence.

“I — I’m okay, Dad,” I faltered. 
“You look after Mother. And Dad—” 
I paused to regain my composure— 
“tell Sis I love her and with God’s help 
she will beat this thing.”

“Okay,” he said. “I’ll see you in the 
morning.”

After Dad hung up, I told my wife 
the news.

“You’re not going to play bingo 
tonight, are you?” she asked.

“No. Three dollars isn’t much but 
we’ll need every dime we can get to 
help pay this next onslaught of doctor 
bills.”

Ten minutes before bingo time, I 
was in the bathroom changing my 
clothes when an inner voice invaded 
my confused thoughts.

“Go to the club,” it commanded, 
“and you will win that hundred dollars 
to pay on your sister’s doctor bills.”

The odds were a million to one 
against winning, since you had to say 
“bingo” in six calls. With 75 balls, 200 

players with three to nine cards each, 
the odds were practically impossible. I 
felt both guilty and frustrated. I didn’t 
feel up to bingo after the bad news 
about Dorothy; yet something kept 
urging me to go. I walked to the 
bedroom and told my wife.

“Hon,” she said, “if you feel that 
strongly about it, we’ll go there. No 
harm in it.”

rF HE GAMES were already in prog- 
A ress when we arrived. When the 

final game moved around, T. C. Estes, 
a friend, suggested we shuffle our cards 
and each draw a different card. Every­
one agreed. As they passed the cards to 
me, something stilled my reaching 
hand.

“You folks go ahead and draw,” I 
said. “I’ll just take the card that’s left”

Before the game started, I closed 
my eyes. “God,” I thought, “I need that 
money to help my sister. You sent me 
down here. Now don’t fail me.”

Except for the soft popcomlike click 
of the ball machine, the room was 
silent. The droning voice called the 
first number: “B-6.” I closed the lower 
lefthand comer. I had a chance for a 
diagonal win, using the free center 
space. “1-29.” That killed my free 
space but it too was on the bottom and 
even in the proper sequence. “N-40.” 
I felt in touch with the universe — 
three in a row and in sequence. A 
mathematical miracle was taking shape 
before my eyes.

“G-59.” My shaking hand closed 
the fourth number. “B-I-N-G” in or-
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der. It was as if I were writing the 
word. “1-20.” My bubble burst The 
spell was broken.

Still, there was one call left and I felt 
I would win. I needed 0-75.1 glanced 
at the machine. Seventy balls were 
dancing madly but only one would 
find its way to the top. About 1000 
cards were being played and several 
probably had 0-75 in the lower right­
hand comer but they would lack the 
other numbers. My card was the only 
one in the room the 0-75 would help. 
The odds were now reduced to 70 to 
one.

The caller reached for the ball and 
slowly displayed it to the crowd. “O- 
75,” he said.

“Bingo,” I whispered softly, shaken 
but actually having expected to win.

“BINGO!” my wife called loudly. 
“Honey, you won,” she said, tears 
welling in her soft brown eyes. “But 
why did you whisper it?”

“I don’t know,” I answered. “I 
suppose I thought because I knew I 
was going to win, everyone else did, 
too.”

“Aren’t you surprised at winning 
against such tremendous odds?” the 
person sitting next to our table asked.

“No, he’s not,” my wife proudly 
replied. “He told me he was going to 
win when we left home. His sister has 
cancer and she needs the money.”

On the way home I reflected on the 
events of the evening. And I con­
cluded that my prayer was probably 
the only totally unselfish prayer I’d 
ever said. At other times I was think­

ing of my own needs.
Next day I gave the money to my 

sister. “That’s for buying yourself 
something when you get out of here,” 
I told her.

“Little brother,” she smiled, trying 
to hide her suffering, “I love you.”

“Hey, I’ve gotta go,” I kidded, rush­
ing to die bathroom to hide my emo­
tions.

* * *

ABOUT ONE week later, while I 
was at my job with General 
Dynamics in Fort Worth, I was en­

gulfed by the strange awareness that 
Dorothy needed me. I fought the feel­
ing for a long while, trying to dismiss 
it as simple nervous tension. Finally I 
approached my foreman.

“Gann,” I said, “you may think I’m 
crazy but I have this overwhelming 
urge to go to my sister. It’s an eerie, 
urgent feeling I can’t explain.”

“That’s okay,” he said understand- 
ingly. “You go right ahead.”

I checked out and rushed to my car. 
The meandering road home was a se­
ries of lakeshore curves with a 30-mph 
speed limit Twice I found myself 
entering the curves at 50 mph. Each 
time I slowed down and tried to reason 
that my anxiety was based on a feeling 
that everything was probably okay. 
After all, the doctor had said Dorothy 
could linger on for weeks, so there was 
no immediate hurry. Still the feeling 
dogged me.

When I reached home I rushed to 
the bathtub and opened the faucet. 
“You won’t make it if you bathe,” an 
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inner voice warned. I shut the water off 
and hurriedly dressed over my perspi­
ration.

I set the speedometer on 35 mph 
and held it there to keep my mind 
occupied—and also to avoid a ticket.

When I reached my sister’s room at 
Harris Methodist Hospital in Fort 
Worth, I quietly slipped inside. As 
soon as she saw me, her face lit up.

“Little brother,” she half-whispered, 
“I was beckoning you to come see me.

That’s why I waited.”
“I knew you were. That’s why I 

came,” I said, wondering about the 
reason for her summons.

A moment or two later I under­
stood. She feebly squeezed my hand, 
her head dropped slightly and her 
breathing stopped.

I have no explanation for any of 
what I have related. I like to believe 
that an “ESP hotline” gave me a final 
moment with my dying sister.

DREAMS DETERMINE DECISIONS 
By Jerry Otero 

are dream-inspired.
Children are encouraged to dis­

cuss their dreams with parents, who 
guide them on the proper dream be­
havior. The child is encouraged to be 
aggressive in his dreams and to 
struggle against and master whatever 
spirit frightens him. Once mastered in 
the dream, the spirit’s powers can be 
used by the dreamer.

A child is told that if he is flying or 
falling he must attempt to stop, since 
the dream indicates that his soul is on 
a journey. The same principle holds 
true in a dream that is life-threatening. 
A dreamer must fight off any attempt 
— he is permitted to kill since it is 
presumed that the attacker is a spirit 
invading his dream.

IN THE MOVIE Dreamscape a 
young psychic has the ability to 
enter the dreams of people and par­

ticipate in them. In Malaya there is a 
group of people known as the Dream 
People. 'ITieTemiar.partoftheSenois, 
are an agricultural group whose cul­
ture gives an unusually central role to 
dreams.

The Senoi, numbering some 
30,000 in all, rely on dreams to help 
them make group and individual deci­
sions, such as choosing a place to fish 
or finding a bride. They claim to have 
discovered useful inventions in 
dreams, such as Esh traps or medi­
cines. Much of their creative life, 
music, songs, dances, decorative pat­
terns and even complicated puzzles



IN THE SHADOW 
OF 

DEATH
How is it that perfectly healthy people sense months ahead 

that their lives are about to end?
By P.M.H. Atwater

I WAS RAISED in a police station.
That’s because my father was a 

police officer and since we lived out­
side town on an acreage, Dad would 
often ferry me back and forth during 
coffee breaks or whenever he could 
sign off. I frequently waited around in 
the station house when he was too busy 
for chauffeuring, which afforded my 
insatiable curiosity an “open door” to 
the bizarre and the ridiculous.

If I happened to be in his patrol car 
when an emergency arose, I would be 
whisked along to the scene with strict 
instructions for my behavior and the 
need for secrecy. This allowed me to 
witness the extremes of life at an early 
age. During this time, my father took 
it upon himself to train me in the art of 
observation, drilling me on being alert 
for minute details and nonverbal cues. 
What I didn’t observe personally, I 
read about by scanning daily logs, arrest 
reports and police files. Later it was 
deemed illegal in Twin Falls, Idaho, 
for passengers such as me to accom­
pany on-duty police officers or to have 

free access to police information, but 
during my youth no such ordinance 
existed.

Among what caught my attention 
then was the frequency of cases in­
volving “pre-knowledge,” by which I 
mean incidents where victims claimed

The mother of three grown children, 
P.M.H. Atwater has had a varied career 
as psychic researcher, hypnotist spe­
cializing in past-life regressions and 
investigator of the near-death experi­
ence. She is author of the recently 
published book Coming Back to Life.
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to somehow know or sense in advance 
what was about to happen before it did. 
This kind of response was especially 
common with assaults, rapes and mug­
gings. When questioned afterwards, 
these people would say things like, “I 
had a feeling not to walk up those stairs 
alone but there seemed no reason not to 
so I did,” or “I knew if I opened that 
door something bad would happen but 
I told myself it was just my imagina­
tion,” or “I felt creepy all over and real 
scared because I knew good and well 
what was going to happen next”

Comments like these puzzled me as 
a youngster, for I couldn’t understand 
why people who knew about danger in 
advance would disregard that knowl­
edge and allow themselves to be hurt. 
It seemed idiotic to me that people who 
knew better pretended that they didn’t. 
These “victims” usually groaned a lot 
afterwards, rambling on about how 
they should have listened to that inner 
voice or paid attention to that dream or 
hunch. Then they would pull an about- 
face and promptly conclude that to 
acknowledge any such “mental imag­
inings” was beneath the maturity of a 
grown adult, that no one in his right 
mind pays attention to premonitions 
anyway. And so the dialogue between 
police officer and victim would con­
tinue, with me shaking my head in 
disbelief wondering if there was some 
way I could avoid adulthood when I 
grew up.

Strange as it may seem, this pre­
knowledge or advance sensing was 
also true for those who lost their lives, 

either by accident or by violent assault. 
Conversations with survivors and next 
of kin would reveal intriguing stories 
about how the deceased must have 
known what was coming because of 
the way he behaved before the tragedy 
occurred. It seems that those who died 
unexpectedly, regardless of how, 
changed behavior which was normal 
for them about three to six months 
before their deaths.

This change would center on a need 
to wrap up business and personal af­
fairs, seriously and deliberately, as if 
there existed some unspoken reason 
for expediency. Insurance policies took 
on importance, as did the need to visit 
loved ones and to be more intimate or 
philosophical than usual. One last 
“fling” was often enjoyed before the 
individual would relax and be at peace. 
Just before the death event, the victim 
would seem to “glow” as if something 
important were about to happen, some­
thing the individual had prepared for.

Sometimes this preknowledge 
would be more than a series of behav­
ior changes, but also verbal and upfront. 
One such example which I researched 
is the case of a woman in her late 20’s 
who was killed in an early-morning 
automobile pileup on the highway 
outside Jackpot, Nev. During the in­
vestigation that followed, relatives all 
told the same story — that the woman 
knew she was going to die, even how 
and when. Starting six months before, 
she had a recurring dream which accu­
rately depicted her later demise. Be­
cause of the dream, she had been get­
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ting her life in order and telling others 
what would happen. No one believed 
her. After the accident, her loved ones 
and friends were grief stricken all the 
more by theirrefusal to give the woman 
the benefit of doubt while she was yet 
alive.

Another incident involved a high 
school senior who calmly told her 
parents she would die in a violent 
accident the day before graduation. 
This news was nearly a year in advance 
and the announcement sent her parents 
into a near-frenzy of worry until they 
convinced themselves their daughter 
must be mentally unbalanced. She was 
sent to several psychologists for evalu­
ation but each time released with the 
admonition, “Make certain she takes 
this drug as it will relax her.” There 
was no dream, no reason for the daugh­
ter to make such a statement “I just 
know,” she’d say, as she readied her­
self to die.

True enough the day before gradu­
ation, she and a girl friend were sitting 
in a car waiting at an intersection for 
the light to change when another car 
suddenly careened out of control and 
slammed headlong into theirs, killing 
both girls instantly, yet injuring no one 
else. Investigators discovered a note 
written by the daughter revealing that 
she knew her best friend would be 
killed at the same time in the same 
accident as she would. They also dis­
covered that the other girl had dis­
played the kind of behavior changes 
which were indicative of someone who 
knew death was coming even though 

she had said nothing to anyone about 
any such awareness.

A year later both mothers each had 
a dream in which their deceased daugh­
ters returned for a visit to explain the 
why of what had happened. This visi­
tation was so vivid neither mother could 
keep it to herself. One of them con­
fided in a local astrologer. Ironically 
the other mother had shared her story 
with the same astrologer. Becoming 
excited about the two dreams, the as­
trologer contacted the psychologist of 
the first mother, the one most burdened 
with grief, for advice on how to handle 
the situation.

Suffice it to say the psychologist 
then arranged a meeting where all four 
parents and he could hear each mother 
describe her dream. Because of this 
gathering, an incredible healing oc­
curred and much guilt and grief were 
released. Neither set of parents knew 
each other before the meeting; yet each 
mother experienced her daughter’s 
visitation on the same night at about 
the same time with the same explana­
tion from the daughters — both girls 
had agreed before birth to participate 
in the violent death event for the pur­
pose of one’s helping the other work 
through a lingering fear of dying in that 
manner. This death scenario was the 
only reason each girl gave for having 
incarnated when she did.

* * *
THROUGHOUT the 20 years that I 
1 was married to a farmer, who later 

became an aerial crop duster, there 
were many occasions when we found 
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ourselves privy to or involved in acci­
dents and death events.

A neighbor who lived just up the 
road from where we farmed suffo­
cated when a stack of chopped hay fell 
on him, while another met his death 
beneath an overturned tractor. Both 
widows related similar stories about 
how different their husbands had been 
acting for several months prior to 
dying. Each man had quite suddenly 
become unusually serious and deter­
mined to finish everything possible, 
from paying off debts and securing 
finances to frequently double-check­
ing with his wife making certain she 
understood what to do should he not 
be present. It was spooky, each wife 
remarked, even eerie. Although nei­
ther man had ever discussed the pros­
pect of death, both had displayed the 
behavior of a person who must have 
sensed or known what was coming. In 
each case this behavior change was 
evident four months in advance.

Both of these men died within a 
short time of each other, their deaths 
deeply affecting my husband and me. 
Even though each incident was differ­
ent, to us it was as if we were held 
witness to the same story told in the 
same manner by the same people. 
Repetitive similarities were that strik­
ing.

This inspired us to begin a research 
project whereby we would seek out 
the bereaved of accident victims to de­
termine just how common this ad­
vanced “knowing” was. No matter 
how blank our expressions or how 

open our questions were, we encoun­
tered the same basic pattern. Even 
children, from the age of four on, 
exhibited the same or similar cues as 
adults.

One such case involved a 10-year- 
old boy who was struck dead by a 
freakish bolt of lightning while he was 
playing on a street in the town of Filer 
with friends. No one else was hurt. 
There was no storm present.

I knew the boy’s mother and we 
spoke at length about her son’s death. 
She was oddly prepared for the trag­
edy. Although her son, the oldest of 
three children, had always been ma­
ture for his age, two months before the 
accident he became strangely deliber­
ate and insistent in his mannerisms, 
wanting to protect his parents and sib­
lings, being unusually affectionate, 
understanding and helpful. He seemed 
obsessed with finishing off jobs yet 
undone and held in-depth conversa­
tions about the meaning of life. Just 
before he was killed, his behavior re­
versed to a more relaxed yet expectant 
mood, as if he were waiting for some­
thing important to happen. Classmates 
noticed the same changes, as did the 
boy’s teacher and grandparents.

SINCE MY husband was an ag pi­
lot, many of our friends were pilots 
and shared the same dangers of flying. 

In Idaho, because bees are protected by 
law, pilots spraying potent chemicals 
cannot take off until after bees retire 
for the night and must finish with their 
work before bees are active again in the
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morning. Most crop work, then, is 
done between the hours of 6:00 P.M. 
and 6:00 A.M. Planes are equipped 
with powerful lights for illuminating 
broad expanses, and ground crews use 
bright flashlights to signal pilots as 
they step off each field row about to be 
sprayed.

But night flying is made truly com­
plicated by the fact that throughout 
southern Idaho and eastern Oregon 
most farm fields are bordered by rural 
utility lines plus single rows of trees, 
usually tall poplars which comprise 
windbreaks. Silos and farm buildings 
also represent obstacles, making even 
daylight flying a hazard. A skilled 
pilot will fly several feetoff the ground 
for the field’s length, then lift the 
plane’s nose in time to avoid collision 
with whatever objects or lines might 
border the field, circle around and 
descend sharply for anotherrun. Large 
fields are navigable but smaller ones, 
especially if lined on all four sides, are 
virtually impossible to fly. My hus­
band was one of the few ag pilots who 
specialized in flying fields other pilots 
would avoid.

Many of our friends were not only 
agricultural pilots but also corporate, 
highway construction and flight in­
structors, and a number of them died in 
fiery crashes. One such crash took the 
lives of three of our friends when the 
Lear jet they were flying nose-dived 
into the mesa outside Boise. No one 
could figure out how the crash oc­
curred since the air was calm and vi­
sion unrestricted, so it was later chalked

up to “pilot error.”
Another crash involved a mid-air 

collision at midnight over a farmhouse 
near Adrian, Oreg. Both pilots plus the 
farmer’s wife in the house below were 
killed. The woman was trapped inside 
when burning wreckage fell from the 
planes and set the house ablaze. Ac­
cording to surviving kin, each one of 
these six people displayed pre­
knowledge or the advance behavior 
changes already noted, although noth­
ing verbal was ever said.

After a decade of nosing around, 
we finally concluded our investigative 
quest having satisfied ourselves that 
death is no accident no matter how it 
comes, when it occurs or to whom. We 
were unable, however, to isolate any 
recognizable pattern for the interwork­
ings of nonfatal accidents and what 
constitutes free will versus fate.

YEARS LATER I researched rein­
carnation, metaphysics, mysti­
cism, altered states of consciousness 

and the so-called paranormal, becom­
ing in the process a professional hypno­
tist specializing in past-life regressions. 
While engaged in private practice for 
six years, I was able to explore all 
manner of alternate realities, thought 
forms, fantasy, psychological dramas, 
and what appeared to be actual lives 
lived before birth in the present one. 
Each regression was detailed, precise 
and meaningful to the experiencer, even 
though I questioned the validity of 
many of them. Eventually these ses­
sions became so dynamic and chai- 
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lenging that I discarded convention in 
favor of the unexpected. This taught 
me never to assume or deny anything 
and to remain open and receptive at all 
times. Skepticism is healthy but in 
excess can block discovery.

It was during this phase of my work 
that I surprisingly encountered what I 
came to call the human soul. My client 
would be “under” when suddenly a 
force would take over. There was no 
mistaking it with any purported past 
life, present life or aspect of theclient’s 
personality. There would be a certain 
voice change (always the same with 
each client) and the room temperature 
would rise when it emerged. Others 
present would note a special aura or 
glow radiating from the client as the 
voice spoke.

The soul that came forth, no matter 
from whom, would be detached, lov­
ing, objectively knowledgeable — a 
limitless and timeless source of infor­
mation. It would speak calmly, confi­
dently and gently. Advice and com­
ments would be offered, for either the 
prostrate client, me or anyone else who 
might be in need. Sometimes dis­
courses would ensue on life and its 
meaning, effective discourses which 
seemed awesome and sacred. This 
force, always dependable and unas­
suming, was nameless, regardless of 
client,and had no identity ofitsown. It 
was never bom anddidnot die. Human 
deaths, it would say, are planned be­
fore birth, and nothing is accidental. 
Free will it defined as our ability to 
manipulate the consequence of move­

ments in the earthplane and responses 
to that activity. Not every session 
produced such an emergence but those 
that did were special to say the least.

The day came, however, when I 
closed my practice. Prospective clients 
seemed more interested in finding 
something to blame their troubles on 
than in truly searching for deeper 
meaning in their lives. The possibility 
of contacting their own souls did not 
interest them. I respectfully referred 
them to other hypnotists and shut my 
door to the experience.

For me it was time to pursue other 
avenues of thought and begin my own 
spiritual quest. That was 1975. Two 
years later I physically died, not once 
but three times, and experienced a 
different near-death episode with each 
event

The first death occurred January 2, 
1977, and was caused by a miscarriage 
followed by severe hemorrhaging. The 
second, two days later, was from a 
major thrombosis in the right thigh 
vein which dislodged followed by 
extreme phlebitis. Then, on March 29, 
I committed emotional suicide; I willed 
my body dead and it was too exhausted 
to argue. My home at that time was in 
Boise. Physicians were not contacted 
until after the fact, so there is no proof 
I ever died. The physical condition of 
my body after each even suggests I 
must have died and a medical doctor 
confirmed that suspicion.

The term “near-death experience” 
was unknown to me when all this 
happened, nor had I heard of Elisabeth
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Kiibler-Ross, Raymond Moody, Jr., or 
Kenneth Ring, the three pioneers who 
opened up and established the near- 
death phenomenon as a real incident 
which deserved professional attention 
and serious research. Then, I only 
knew something unusual had hap­
pened, something I was not prepared 
for, and there were aftereffects. Life 
suddenly became curiously strange, 
and me with it. This was both a night­
mare and a blessing, for coming back 
to life meant tackling the depths of fear 
and the heights of love simultaneously.

My case is unique not only because 
of what happened to me but because of 
what I did about it After moving to 
Washington, D.C., I set about on my 
own quest to seek others as myself, for 
I had a lot of questions to ask. I wanted 
to know what others went through and 
were still facing and how they man­
aged to cope.

This quest took me through 10 states 
where I spoke with several thousand 
people and contacted in the process 
over 200 other near-death survivors. 
Sometimes I shared my own story to 
find them; sometimes I gave classes 
and workshops about what death had 
taught me; sometimes I simply 
“bumped” into them as part of the daily 
routine. After another move and a job 
change, my employment shifted to one 
of constant travel where I met still 
more near-death survivors.

I learned a lot in doing this. Mostly 
I learned how normal I was for what I 
had been through.

Nothing more would have ever

come from this quest had it not been for 
Kenneth Ring who, after tracing me 
through a small publication I had writ­
ten, asked that I write an ongoing se­
ries of articles focusing on the 
survivor’s viewpoint for Vital Signs 
magazine, then published by the Inter­
national Association for Near-Death 
Studies in Storrs, Conn. After I went 
on to publicly disclose a brief rendition 
of what I believed were the patterns of 
aftereffects, he encouraged me to write 
a book. This venture would require 
much research, but the idea that others 
might benefit from what had helped 
me spurred me on. Coming Back to 
Life was published five years later in 
April 1988 (Dodd, Mead & Company).

Although the book tackles a broad 
gamut of subjects, it also devotes a 
section to the coming of full death 
where I put together a lifetime of ob­
servations to produce what I feel is the 
pattern of advance behavior cues, 
usually nonverbal and subconscious, 
that the one about to die “knows” what 
will soon happen.

The advance behavior pattern I have 
observed in most people who die unex­
pectedly is:

•About three months to three weeks 
in advance of the death event, the indi­
vidual involved begins to change his 
normal behavior in such a manner as to 
become more serious, determined, and 
oftentimes deliberate in a need to 
complete unfinished projects or con­
cerns.

•Subtle at first, these behavior 
changes also center on reassessing
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affairs and life goals, wrapping things 
up and putting business in order.

•Simultaneously, there can be a 
desire for deeper, more philosophical 
discussions. Religion and/or spiritual­
ity can become more important, as 
well as the desire to forgive and forget.

•This is usually followed by a need 
to see everyone who means anything 
special. If visits are not possible, the 
individual will often write lengthy let­
ters or call on the phone.

•As time draws near, individuals 
usually become quite precise about 
straightening out affairs and/or train­
ing or instructing a friend or relative to 
take over should anything happen. This 
instruction can involve details such as 
finances, insurance policies, inheri­
tance and the completion of goals or 
projects. Financial matters and the man­
agement of personal and private af­
fairs become quite important

•There is a need, almost a compul­
sion, to reveal secret feelings and deeper 
thoughts, to say what has not been said, 
especially to loved ones. There is also 
a desire for one last fling or a visit to 
special places to do what is most en­
joyed.

•The drive to settle affairs and wind 
up life’s details can become so obses­
sive as to appear strange or weird to 
others. Many times individuals want 
to talk over the possibility of “What if 
I die?” as if they had a dream or premo­
nition. On occasion, such people may 
appear morbid or unusually serious.

•About 24 to 36 hours before the 
death event, the individual involved 

relaxes and is at peace. Because of 
unusual alertness, confidence, and even 
a sense of joy, he may appear euphoric 
and exude a peculiar strength and 
positive demeanor, as if something 
important was about to happen and all 
prior preparations were finished.

Some near-death survivors have an 
inkling that something is about to 
happen but, for most, there is no hint at 
all. Even for those who did sense 
something, the near-death experience 
still comes as an unexpected surprise.

A typical example is George A.R., 
a near-death survivor from Hamilton 
Square, N.J., who detailed his experi­
ence to show how he came to believe 
that he could not possibly have died 
because of the strange way events ar­
ranged themselves before his near- 
death episode happened.

The day before George had an 
opportunity to buy a burial plot but 
refused. Because of unexpected car 
trouble, his wife made a quick trip 
home and found George perplexed by 
a seemingly simple pain. The pain was 
not unusual, but for some reason which 
George couldn’t explain, he insisted 
upon being taken straight to the hospi­
tal, a reaction quite out of character for 
him. He had his heart attack in the 
Cardiac Care Unit with a doctor at his 
side, and while he was out, he heard his 
wife telepathically calling him through 
the voice of another and he followed 
her voice back. Afterwards he clearly 
saw his brother physically standing at 
the foot of his bed, when his brother 
was not in the room at all, verifying for
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George the reality and importance of 
the whole episode.

Because near death is a surprise 
and full death is usually either ex­
pected, sensed or somehow known, I 
have come to realize that the phe­
nomenon of near death is not quite as 
advertised. Rather it has all the trap­
pings of something else — an experi­
ence parallel to death but separate from 
it, an experience which affords the 
individual involved a chance to “begin 
again.”

Near death is not full death. I have

MARAVICH FOLLOWED UNWANTED SCRIPT“I By Claire Metzger
DON'T want to play 10 years invited the basketball star to appear 
in the National Basketball As- on the radio show, after 45 minutes

sociation and die of a heart attack at 
40.” These were the words “Pistol 
Pete" Maravich, former Louisiana 
State University and NBA star, said 
on February 27,1974, in an interview 
with Andy Nuzzo, sportswriter for the 
Beaver County Times in Pennsylva­
nia.

But that is exactly what happened 
to the popular athlete. He died on 
January 4, 1988, during a church 
pickup basketball game in Pasedena, 
Calif. Maravich, a born-again Chris­
tian, was scheduled to appear later 
that day on a Christian radio show, 
Focus on Family, but he never made 
it. According to James Dobson, who 

found the two related but not the same.
It wasn’tuntil I wrote Coming Back 

to Life that I came to realize how much 
my life has evolved around the death 
experience. I have been able to view 
this subject from differing angles, 
enabling me to regard birth as a time of 
entry and death as a time of exiting 
whatever dimension we happen to be 
inhabiting at any given time. I have 
also come to realize there are more 
dimensions and aspects to what is 
termed “reality” than any person, book, 
philosophy or religion can define.

into the church game, Maravich had a 
seizure, stiffened and stopped breath­
ing.

Los Angeles Coroner’s Office 
spokesman Bob Dambacher said an 
autopsy revealed that his heart condi­
tion was a rare congenital defect. He 
had no left coronary artery, but his 
right artery was enlarged, feeding 
blood to the left side of his heart 
allowing him to lead a normal life and 
fulfill a basketball career. It was as­
tounding, commented cardiologist 
Barry Maron of the National Heart, 
Lung andBloodlnstituteof Bethesda, 
Md., that Maravich could compete at 
his level as long as he did.
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Long before the world knew of UFOs, 
a horrifying invasion brought strange and

By Bill Chalker
deadly visitors to rural Australia.

ERNDALE. There are proba-
± bly a lot of places with such a 

name in this world, and probably just 
as aptly named. But you see the 
Ferndale where I was bom and lived in 
the early years of my life is really a 
very special place, because I consider 
it part of one of the loveliest places in 
the world, and also it was where, in my 
opinion, history was made.”

So opened the extraordinary 19- 
page letter written to me in 1985. It 
told of a series of strange events which 
occurred in a previously undisturbed 
and tranquil dairy region of northern 
New South Wales, Australia. The 
closest major center was Murwillum- 
bah. Back in 1927 the area — the 
Tweed River district — was affected 

only by the austerity of the times.
My correspondent, whom I shall 

call Cecil Moore, was then a 10-year- 
old, matured beyond his years by the 
demands of farm life. He was part of 
a large family which struggled to sur­
vive at share-farming on a dairy farm 
of about 200 acres at Ferndale.

For a 10-year-old these were good 
times as well, as only those who have 
experienced the beauty of life in the 
country would know. Life, while hard, 
was also simple and enriching. But 
nothing prepared the boy, his family or 
the local community for the arrival of 
the visitors.

The visitors brought to Ferndale a 
bizarre and terrifying mystery which 
nearly 60 years later Cecil Moore 
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sought to ensure was put on the record, 
in the hope that an answer might even­
tually be forthcoming.

During 1984 I had been given a 
faint inkling of the Femdale events of 
1927 by a Queensland UFO researcher 
whose group was told something of the 
story by Cecil Moore. As a specialist 
in historical pre-1947 UFO events, I 
tried without success to secure more 
information. Eventually I learned 
Moore’s address and wrote to him. By 
late 1984, having received no reply, I 
had all but given up on what seemed 
like an interesting lead, something that 
all UFO researchers regularly experi­
ence.

By the time you finish this account, 
you will understand the feelings I had 
when out of the blue the long letter 
arrived. The letter was the result of 
some four years’ work by Cecil, 
prompted by his sister Dorothy. I 
subsequently spoke with Cecil at length rP 
by phone and eventually, in 1986, met -I
him and Dorothy in person. The re­
sulting discussions enabled me to as­
sess the credibility of the accounts.

While the witness, not surprisingly, 
was unable to give a precise sequence 
of events, he did give consistent de­
scriptions of what he felt he could 
remember and emphasized the ele­
ments about which he was uncertain. 
He stressed that he was not prepared to 
speculate or embellish on these events. 
He wanted me to have the account as 
he remembered it, not as someone else 
felt it should be. With the passage of 
some 60 years, we must wonder how 

accurate Cecil’s account is. It clearly 
had a profound effect on him and one 
could argue that a long-term memory, 
particularly of something so strange, 
can be reasonably accurately recol­
lected.

If Cecil’s story (partially confirmed 
by his sister’s account) is in any way 
accurate, it demonstrates that one of 
the major mysteries of our modem era 
is not just a curiosity of the Space Age. 
In 1947 Kenneth Arnold reported he 
saw nine strange aerial objects while 
flying in a light aircraft near Mount 
Rainier, Wash. The term “flying sau­
cers” was coined to describe the ob­
jects Arnold saw and an extraordinary 
controversy was launched. Fully two 
decades before Arnold’s apparitions 
puzzled mankind, an even stranger 
UFO mystery may have been played 
outat the little community of Ferndale.

* * *
HE VISITOR came one hot 
summer’s night.

Cecil Moore tells it this way:
“We were sitting out the back of our 

home which was on a hill surrounded 
by large mountains, and we saw this 
light like a star rise up from behind a 
mountain and travel along at a very fast 
speed. Then it would stop or alter 
course or reverse, but it could travel 
slow or very fast and stop very quick, 
and it did antics in the sky for some 
time before disappearing. We were 
amazed that such should happen. Dad 
said it was a dancing star, and off to bed 
we went.”

Cecil wrote, “I can remember the 
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next day we talked about what we had 
seen and really no one could come up 
with an answer except that maybe it 
was a falling star. But we had seen too 
many of them to know that they were 
not the answer.”

It was the afternoon events of the 
day following the arrival of the light 
that forever displaced such prosaic 
speculations. The family looked after 
a milking herd of cows — some 70 or 
so in all. The cows were all “pets,” 
quiet and (in Dorothy’s word) “beauti­
ful.” The property was cut up into two 
day paddocks.

About 3:30 each afternoon the herd 
would start coming in for the afternoon 
milking. The day after the night visitor 
had first appeared, however, the herd 
could be heard coming in hours earlier 
than usual, coming “hell for leather” 
home and bellowing in terror.

“I shall never forget that day,” Cecil 
said, “as we were all amazed at what 
was happening. The cows were mill­
ing around in the yard and bellowing in 
terror, and with eyes blazing, always 
looking back into the hills from whence 
they came [the day paddock]. What 
could turn our quiet old cows into such 
a terror-stricken state? We had no 
ideas, but I remember with my dad, 
mum and younger sisters, we gradu­
ally calmed them down, allowing them 
to settle in a small area around our 
house.”

The cows gave little milk that day.
The family soon found that one of 

the herd was missing. Cecil and his 
father went looking for it in the back of 

theday paddock. Their two dogs would 
not follow them. They eventually found 
the cow, totally mad. It had to be shot.

Cecil described what followed:
“We had seen our strange visitor in 

the eastern sky for the second night and 
we watched it maneuver around the 
mountains and [it was] much brighter 
at times, but as the night before, it put 
on quite a show for us, until eventually 
disappearing behind one of the many 
mountains.”

Next day the milking herd again 
seemed disturbed. Following their 
milking, the cows refused to leave the 
yards. They would not return to the big 
day paddock over the hill. The herd 
was allowed to stay in a small day 
paddock near the house. The animals 
seemed to settle down and were even­
tually put out for the night Little did 
the family know what was to come.

Cecil wrote, “It was as usual [on 
this, the third night] that we looked 
again into the sky for our dancing star, 
but it didn’t appear, and after a while it 
was off to bed for a well-earned [rest] 
after a long day... but rest was to be 
short-lived that night because the cattle 
came home bellowing. Even the dogs 
howled and we were out with our kero­
sene lamps trying to calm them.

“We could also hear our closest 
neighbor’s cattle bellowing around his 
yards and could see them with lights 
trying to find out what was wrong.

“We left our [kerosene] lamps on 
all night and let the cattle into the area 
around our house, where they milled 
and bellowed and w ere shivering with 
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fright. [Our] normally quiet cattle were 
panic-stricken.”

The morning ushered in another 
mystery. Three cows were missing.

* * *

CECIL walked to the top of the hill 
in the paddock the cows had been 
in. The three cows were lying on the 

side of a hill in the big day paddock — 
the paddock the cows had refused to 
enter.

All three were dead. Their legs 
were badly cut, apparently from crash­
ing through the barbed-wire fence that 
divided the two paddocks.

Cecil recalled the most unsettling 
element of the discovery: “It was their 
eyes that scared me as they seemed to 
be sticking out of their sockets.”

The family quickly notified the 
owner who in turn fetched a veterinar­
ian from town. The news spread quickly 
through the neighboring farms and a 
number of people came to look at the 
dead animals. Many of them had theo­
ries to explain what had happened, but 
the vet rejected these would-be expla­
nations. The vet’s parting comment 
stayed forever etched in Cecil’s mind. 
According to Cecil’s memory, the vet 
said, “It’s funny, but one could nearly 
say that they were scared to death, but 
what the hell would scare cattle like 
that?”

Cecil remembered his father’s 
remark: “There is something queer 
going on.”

While the family’s property seemed 
to be the focus of the escalating weird­
ness, neighbors were also witnessing 

peculiar phenomena.
One of their closest neighbors told 

me he, too, had watched a light moving 
through the sky. Another neighbor, 
whom I shall call Mr. Smith, had a 
terrifying encounter. As Cecil recalled:

“We were awakened one night by a 
man crying for help. Dad ran down to 
the bottom of the hill from our house. 
[The neighbor] was in a very bad shape. 
It appears he had been to a school 
meeting and on leaving to walk home 
had been confronted by what we were 
told at the time was an apparition, or 
something that should not be. He spent 
the night at our place and went home 
the next morning. Both Mum and Dad 
were very tight-lipped about the affair 
but asked us to look for [Mr. Smith’s] 
galoshes which he had lost when he 
took offfor our place. And so when we 
went to school the next day we found 
the galoshes, just a short way down the 
road from the school, and they were 
stuck in the mud just as he had left 
them the night before when he had 
taken fright and in his mad rush to 
safety he had run past three houses 
along the way to our house.”

As it turned out, Mr. Smith and his 
wife lost no time in leaving the district. 
Whether the night’s terrifying “appari­
tion” prompted the departure was not 
clear. We shall see presently that 
subsequent startling events would alert 
Cecil to the “apparition’s” apparent 
identity.

“Several interesting incidents hap­
pened during this time that made us 
really realize that something strange 
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was occurring,” Cecil went on. “I 
cannot possibly put them in their cor­
rect order as it was so long ago, but at 
least I remember each event clearly as 
they were something that one would 
never forget.”

Cecil later told me that he felt that 
everything took place over a matter of 
weeks. In other words, the scare lasted 
a relatively short time.

It was the farm animals that experi­
enced the worst of it As Cecil said to 
me, “Something was interfering with 
the cattle.” But that “something” was 
also bothering the pigs.

Cecil related, “The waste milk was 
used to help fatten pigs and usually we 
had around 20 pigs of various ages, but 
always three in a special sty getting 
fattened. This sty consisted of a cov­
ered area and an open area with feed­
ing trough surrounded by high railings 
all around, so that the pigs could not 
get out” The sty was located down a 
steep hill so that the top of the wall was 
high off the ground at the back and 
almost level with the ground at the 
front.

The pigs being fattened represented 
a substantial financial investment Each 
weighed about 200 pounds. The fam­
ily would grow the pigs up to 225 
pounds and sell them. Since the Moores 
had a half share in the pigs, they were 
of significant financial value to the 
family. Consequently the events that 
occurred were disturbing, even devas­
tating, to the family.

“On going down to feed the pigs 
one morning during this time,” Cecil 

said, he found “two of the large fat pigs 
dead and one missing.... I called Dad 
.... We at first thought that they had 
been killed by dingoes or wild dogs, 
but when we had a closer look, we 
realized that there was a lack of blood, 
though there were puncture wounds 
around the neck area, but they didn’t 
look like dog bites, though there were 
scratches and puncture marks all over 
the bodies. Dad informed our boss and 
he came and looked at them, but was 
more interested in the missing pig as 
there was no sign of it breaking out of 
the sty.”

The carcasses of the two pigs were 
burned. The missing pig was the sub­
ject of an unsuccessfiil search which 
lasted most of the day.

In the afternoon the cows were rest­
less as usual. Some of the cattle started 
to gather near a spot some 150 yards up 
a steep incline close to the cow yards. 
They were bellowing and pawing the 
ground. Soon all the cattle were mill­
ing around the area. When the family 
moved the herd away, they found a 
huge patch of grass covered with blood. 
The former owner brought in a vet, 
who established that it was pig ’ s blood. 
Bits of hair, identical to that of the 
missing pig, were mixed in with the 
blood. There was no sign, however, of 
the rest of the animal.

To Cecil and his family the mystery 
was beyond explanation. As he told 
me, “We just had to accept the fact that 
something sinister was going on around 
the place, but there was more to come 
before we were to see the last of our 
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unexpected visitors.”
* * *

CECIL slept on an open verandah 
near the front steps of the house, 
where one of the family dogs slept. It 

was an excellent watchdog, “so one 
always slept contented in the knowl­
edge that one was well guarded even 
though no one ever bothered to inter­
fere with any homes in those days. 
Windows and doors were never closed 
or locked.”

One night Cecil was awakened by a 
strange noise like nothing he had ever 
heard. It sounded as if, he said, “one 
was answering the other [with] a steady 
‘ wroomp’ and the answering one went 
on for a long time.” The watchdog was 
nowhere to be seen. Cecil alerted his 
parents. His father listened for the 
sounds but by then they had stopped 
and the night’s events were dismissed 
as the product of Cecil’s imagination.

When the noises returned the next 
night, they were much louder and this 
time Cecil’s parents heard them. The 
sounds unnerved the elder Moores, 
“especially Dad who had lived in the 
bush all his life but said he had never 
heard anything like it and he helped me 
move my bed into their room. All the 
time this incessant noise kept up and it 
seemed to get even closer.

“There seemed to be one here and 
one there. They were not all together 
.... It sounded like three or four of 
them.

“It was shocking. It was RUMP, 
WROMP, like that,” Cecil said.

The family closed all the doors and 

windows and soon the noises ceased.
The normally-obedient dogs would 

not answer the family’s calls. The 
cows which normally rested near the 
house were nowhere to be seen. The 
restof thenight, however, passed with­
out incident.

When morning came, Cecil’s 
mother, always the first to rise, noticed 
that both the front and back doors were 
open. Further investigation revealed 
that someone or something had gone 
through the house during the right 
Footprints trailing the mud from the 
front yard could be seen inside.

The footprints bore the tread of a 
pull-on rubber boot with cross marks 
over the sole and no heel.

The family watchdogs, which nor­
mally slept at the front and back steps, 
would bark if anyone approached. The 
family could not understand how any­
one could walk through the house, let 
alone approach it without the dogs’ 
warning them.

The two consecutive nights of dis­
turbing noises and the mystery house 
visit seemed to mark a respite, albeit a 
temporary one. Cecil related, “The 
strange thing about it was that we never 
heard the noises anymore in the night 
and things seemed to become normal 
once again, though the cattle still would 
not go out to the back paddock, nor 
would the dogs move from around the 
farm buildings.

“We still saw our light in the sky 
occasionally, always moving from the 
northeast to a southeast direction in an 
erratic manner, but as things quieted 
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down on the farm, no effort was made 
to watch it to any extent.”

* * *

CECIL’S older brother Tom, who 
had been partially crippled by 
polio, had returned to live at the prop­

erty. Cecil and Tom went to their 
nearest neighbor’s house one night for 
a game of cards. As they made their 
way home, lantern in hand, across the 
flat and over the dividing fence, three 
creeks anda hill, the inexplicableagain 
intruded into their lives.

Just as the two boys entered then- 
own property and were within sight of 
their house, they saw a light approach­
ing from the south.

“It got nearer until it was over our 
heads and there it was—a large round, 
dull light which seemed to be beneath 
a round cylinder-shaped object with a 
dome on top,” Cecil recalled. “As it 
passed overhead we were able to get a 
good view of it for a brief moment, 
before it suddenly started to hiss and it 
lit up with a dazzling light which lit up 
the whole area just like day, and then it 
turned slightly and moved towards our 
back paddock to where it came to rest 
on a hill just inside our neighbor’s 
property.

“My brother said it must have been 
a falling star, but... we were puzzled 
as to how slow it had traveled and also 
that it had traveled down between two 
hills to pass over our heads and then 
alter course, but we decided to wait 
until morning and go out and see what 
it really was.”

Next morning after chores, the boys 

went to the top of the first hill and 
looked across to where they had seen 
the strange object land. There was a 
brown area amid the green grass.

At the site they found a complete 
circle of scorched grass, about 30 feet 
in diameter.

As it turned out, their neighbors had 
also arrived at the spot to confirm their 
own observation. They had been out­
side their house watching to see that 
the boys had gotten home safely. They 
saw the object, especially when it lit up 
the valley with its brilliant lights and 
when it came to earth at the spot where 
the brown grass was discovered. They 
said the object had glowed for some 
time after landing. Eventually there 
was darkness.

By mid-moming, as the news 
spread, quite a number of local people 
came to the landing site. Everyone 
was amazed as the boys and the neigh­
bors recounted what they had seen.

Cecil said, “None ever suspected 
that such things existed and of course 
it wasn’t until many years later that the 
presence of UFOs were [sic] suspected 
or became known. And so, although a 
lot of theories were put forward as to 
what it may have been, there was little 
thought given to it afterwards, and I 
guess except for the ones who actually 
saw it, it was soon completely forgot­
ten. But to me it was, and still is, an 
episode in my life that was instilled in 
my memory through the spine-chilling 
events over the period of its stay. It 
seemed that we were singled out to 
become the victims of either tests or 
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experiments.... It would be foolish 
not to realize that the craft was under 
control and manned as it wound its 
way between the mountains and hills 
to finally come to rest...

It appeared that things “culminated 
after the night we saw it land. That was 
the finish of it,” Cecil said. But other 
things happened, too, and these deep­
ened the already bizarre nature of the 
mystery.

AROUND THIS time Cecil made 
a startling observation:

“It was... on my way to school that 
I first got a glimpse of a huge bird 
which was in my opinion well over 
five feet high, and it was on a limb of 
a big dead tree near our school. Its 
plumage shone in the morning sun and 
stood erect the same as a penguin.

“It did not stand like a normal bird. 
I saw it for a couple of minutes. It was 
stationary. It did not move.”

Cecil hurried into the school and 
told his teacher about it. When they 
came out, it was gone. When Cecil 
related the experience to his parents, 
they told him something that until then 
they had kept from him.

They said a “giant bird” had scared 
Mr. Smith. Smith told them that the 
creature had “appeared out of the dark­
ness.” It was a huge “bird” on the 
ground and it was flapping its wings.

These developments put a fantastic 
interpretation on the strange night 
noises heard earlier on two consecu­
tive nights. While the noises were 
being made, a strong smell of poultry 

hung in the air! On the following 
morning Cecil found two big feathers, 
each about 2 ‘/2 to three feet long, not 
far from his house. “They were not 
feathers from any bird I had ever seen,” 
Cecil said. “They were a speckly type 
of feather. I don’t think there was 
much color attached to them that I can 
remember.”

There were other sightings of “giant 
birds.”

Cecil and one of his brothers were 
coming off the mountain near the house, 
in daylight, when they heard what 
seemed to be “talking and laughing.... 
When we looked up, [the noise] was 
coming from two giant birds soaring 
overhead. They were much bigger 
than any bird we had ever seen. They 
seemed to be gliding with wings out­
stretched. The wingspan was bigger 
than the length of the body.” They 
appeared to be at least three or four 
times bigger than a wedged-tail eagle, 
the largest known bird in the area. 
“They were monsters... making sounds 
like unintelligibleconversation,” Cecil 
said.

Cecil’s sister Dorothy told me that 
their other sister and one of their par­
ents had gone out to the verandah one 
night and observed “this bird... hop­
ping down the hill, with its wings flap­
ping.” It was, Dorothy stated, “a huge, 
big bird.”

On another night they were out on a 
side landing of the house and saw a 
“dull type of light—a round thing” go 
across the sky, taking “some time about 
it,” in Dorothy’s words.
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ONE NIGHT the Moores went over 
to visit the neighbors, leaving Tom 
behind in the house. A “strange man” 

dressed in a “white suit” arrived at the 
neighbors’ house. Everyone thought 
he was with the others. He spoke to no 
one and stayed only for a short time.

Back at the house Tom was lying in 
bed when he heard a sound nearby. 
“Who’s there?” he shouted. Getting 
no answer, he rose just in time to see 
someone in a white suit disappearing 
into the darkness.

How could the stranger have man­
aged to visit both houses on a pitch- 
black night (if indeed we are dealing 
with only one stranger in white)? There 
were two large creeks to cross and, as 
Cecil observed, “the only way to cross 
them was by planks that we had placed 
in a certain spot and also one big stream 
that could only be crossed by steadily 
picking your way over a fallen tree 
trunk.”

The stranger was never seen or heard 
of again. I wonder if he was wearing 
rubber boots with cross-mark soles.

Cecil concluded his recollections 
as follows:

“I could probably fill up another 
two pages on this but I won’t, you see, 
because I will only speak what I can 
actually verify as the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. There’s things 
that happened at that time that I will not 
and nobody will ever get me to talk 
about, because I am not sure. I only 
speak about things I am sure about.”

When I indicated that these words 
had me tantalized, Cecil replied, “I’ll 

write it all down and if anything hap­
pens to me, you can have it then. I think 
you’ll outlive me. I’ll just put yourname 
and address on it and leave it to you. If 
anything goes wrong you can have it... 
Then you won’t be able to come along 
and pick me to pieces on it.”

Cecil said to me that his parents had 
brought up him and his sisters with the 
philosophy that “you never did any­
thing wrong. You never told a lie. 
Everything had to be done right.”

The visitor Cecil Moore so well 
remembers may have returned briefly 
one night in 1936. People in nearby 
Dumbible came out of a dance hall to 
see a bright white light, much bigger 
than a star, travel across the sky.

* * *

REPORTS OFanimal disturbances, 
nocturnal aerial lights, night 
noises, giant birds, UFO landings and 

mystery men have all occurred in re­
cent years, but rarely in one confined 
locality and within a short time frame. 
One exception to this rule is the subject 
of John A. Keel’s The Mothman Pro­
phecies (1975), dealing with winged 
creatures, UFOs and other bizarre 
phenomena reported in the Ohio River 
valley in the late 1960’s.

Cecil Moore is hesitant to link the 
UFO reports to the bird sightings. He 
believes there is a possible connection 
between the bird encounters and the 
missing-pig incident, but beyond that 
he refuses to be drawn.

All he knows is that the events of 
1927 comprise a mystery which has 
haunted him for over six decades.



FORTUNE
by Paul

Prince, the rock star, was filming 
a sequence for his concert movie at 
his Paisley Park Studio in Minne­
apolis. He asked the studio techni­
cians if they could create artificial 
rain, thunder and lightning on the 
sound stage. He got more than he 
bargained for. A few minutes later, 
seven tornadoes in a row hit the 
Minneapolis area and brought with 
them the largest one-day rainfall in 
the city’s history.

Ironically, the storm stopped the 
filming of the rain scene because all 
hands had to spend the rest of the 
night bailing out the basement to 
save the studio’s equipment.

•
Bob Lindstrom’s mother-in-law 

arrived in New York City for a visit 
at 3:58 P.M. So he played $3.00 in 
the official Win 3 lottery, choosing 
three, five and eight as his numbers. 
He won $1,500.

•
Charlton Heston’s new film The 

Tall Men is produced by his son 
Fraser who played the baby Moses 
in The Ten Commandments in 
which Charlton played the mature 
Moses.

Steiner

Leroy Frazer, Jr., an official re­
sponsible for exposing tax cheats, 
pleaded guilty in Manhattan Crim­
inal Court to failing to file 1984 and 
1985 state and city income tax 
returns.

•
The newsletter, Longevity reports 

that laughter stimulates the produc­
tion of painkilling beta endorphins 
in our brains, according to studies 
conducted by William Fry, associ­
ate professor of clinical psychology 
at Stanford. At a San Francisco 
convalescent home, he urged pa­
tients to take turns making each 
other laugh. After four weeks, many 
patients were taking fewer painkill­
ers. “It’s only recently that medical 
authorities have begun to pay atten­
tion to the role of humor,” Fry 
states.

•
John K. Galbraith is quoted in a 

recent issue of Omni magazine: “We 
shall have a race of men who are 
strong on telemetry and space 
communications but who cannot 
read anything but a blueprint or 
write anything but a computer 
program.”
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Brazilian doctors explore a radical idea: that 
some mental disorders are caused by spirit possession.

By Stanley Krippner
Reproduced by permission of the 
American Anthropological Association from 
ETHOS 15(3), 1987. Not for further reproduction.

HERNANIGUARMAES Andrade, 
an engineer who lives in São 
Paulo, has been observing and study­

ing spiritist phenomena since 1932. 
Like Mendes, he is affiliated with the 
Kardec spiritist movement Andrade 
(1984) compares his model of the 
human psyche to an onion with several 
layers. Each of the concentric layers 
represents the same basic “spirit” ani­
mated in different forms. Andrade 
insists that each alter personality has 
its place in the psyche’s “organizing 
model” and can be evoked during the 
host personality’s lifetime if there is a 
need for it

Andrade told me about Fiona, a 
Kardecist medium he had treated. For 
several years she had allowed herself 
to incorporate various discamate enti­
ties. However, in one instance the 
entity was not a spirit guide but her 
own past life as Carmen, a Spanish 
gypsy. Fiona purportedly exhibited 
xenoglossy, speaking a dialect com­
mon among gypsies on the Iberian

Part II

peninsula, but one with which Fiona 
had no apparent previous knowledge. 

Andrade noticed several character­
istics that he claimed were typical of 
past-life incarnation. During Carmen’s 
appearances Fiona’s eyes would open 
and she would gesture wildly. Under 
ordinary circumstances Fiona would 
close her eyes and remain quite still 
during a spirit incarnation. Another 
unusual behavior was the way she took 
a gold coin offered her and bit it to 
determine if it was real, supposedly a 
gypsy trait When she reverted from 
Carmen to Fiona, she reported being 
very sleepy, another uncharacteristic 
trait.

Carmen also was puzzled by elec­
tric light bulbs, tape recorders and air­
plane noises but was familiar with 
mirrors. In this manner it was con­
cluded that Carmen had lived in a 
previous century; she could not name 
the present year. Asked for her age, 
Carmen replied that she was 18. She 
described her home as a gypsy tent and 
her favorite pastime as dancing. Even­
tually Fiona learned to cohabit with 
Carmen rather than attempt a merging. 
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Carmen was extremely useful during 
Fiona’s mediumistic sessions and did 
not manifest unless she was needed.

Andrade estimated that he has 
treated over 1000 cases of spirit “ob­
session” or “possession.” In “obses­
sion” a spirit entity influences an 
individual’s behavior, producing re­
petitive thoughts, compulsions, pho­
bias and psychosomatic illnesses. In 
“possession” the entity is said to actu­
ally take control of the individual for 
short or long periods of time (Lyra 
1984). Andrade stated that about three 
percent of these cases could be best 
classified as multiple personality dis­
orders.

What Kardec called the “perispirit” 
(or “spiritual body”) Andrade (1967) 
refers to as the “biological organizing 
model,” purportedly an electrodynamic 
field that surrounds and penetrates all 
living organisms. This is the “spiri­
tual” component of an individual and 
contains memories of one’s former 
lives. Psychotherapy, exorcism, ho­
meopathic treatments and other at­
tempts to assist an afflicted individual 
must influence the “organizing model” 
to be effective. Therefore, spirit enti­
ties themselves must be contacted, 
something that medication, electrocon­
vulsive therapy and conventional psy­
chotherapy do not attempt.

Obsession
In the treatment of “obsession,” the 

“obsessing spirit” expresses itself 
through a spiritist medium in all of its 
anguish, pain and ignorance (Kardec 

1950,1973). Another medium holds a 
dialogue with the “obsessing spirit,” 
encouraging it to leave the client. If 
this procedure is not successful, the 
medium is more forceful, using hypno­
sis or various rituals to dismiss the 
spirit In some cases the medium claims 
to go into the past lives of the obsessor 
to determine the most productive th­
erapeutic approach. In one case, the 
obsessor claimed to have been mis­
treated by a medium’s client in a past 
life, and the obsessing spirit was at­
tempting to take revenge in its victim’s 
cunent life (Franco 1979).

Possession
The diagnosis of “possession,” in 

cases of MPD [multiple-personality 
disorder], is a more serious matter. In 
these instances the “possessing spirit” 
takes over a person’s body for various 
amounts of time. One procedure 
Andrade has used is to arrange for a 
group of mediums to form a circle 
around the client. One of the mediums 
“incorporates” the offending entity 
while another one speaks to it. The 
client is sent to a different room. The 
“incorporating” medium then expunges 
the spirit from its own body, sending it 
into another dimension in such a way 
thatitwillnotretum. If the spirit entity 
does not leave easily, other mediums 
will tempt it to enter their bodies. As it 
attempts to do it, a “psychic shield” is 
placed in front of the mediums* bodies, 
protecting them at the same time the 
offending spirit is expelled from the 
world of human beings.
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Once the offending spirit has been 
expelled, considerable follow-up is 
warranted to protect the client against 
“obsession” or “possession” by other 
spirit entities. Special foods, herbs and 
purgatives may be accompanied by 
rituals, prayers and/or imagery exer­
cises. Most of the procedure used by 
Andrade (as well as by Eliezer Cer- 
queira Mendes [see Part I]) closely 
follows the explicit suggestions given 
by Kardec (1968, 1973) in the 19th 
Century.

C. A. JACOB AND THE 
“INTRUDERS” 

CARLOS ALBERTO Jacob is an 
anesthesiologist who taught in the 

Medical School of Triângulo Mineiro 
for several years. When I interviewed 
him in Belo Horizonte in 1987, he 
described the etiological model on 
which his treatment is based. For Jacob, 
illness can have three causes: prob­
lems in one’s current life, “kannic” 
problems from a past life, and prob­
lems originating in the spirit world or 
in the client’s spiritual development. 
In the first instance, his treatment may 
include allopathic medicine, homeo­
pathic medicine, acupuncture, and/or 
conventional psychotherapy. In the 
second instance, past-life therapy is 
needed. In the third instance, spiritual 
exercises (for example, exorcism, mag­
netic passes, “chakra cleansing,” 
mediumship training) are required. 
Jacob believes that many people who 
have been institutionalized in mental 
hospitals are “sensitives” who would 

derive more benefit from spiritual 
exercises than from medication.

Jacob takes the position that MPD 
has either a “karmic” or spiritual cau­
sation. He holds that in about 30 per­
cent to 40 percent of MPD cases, the 
alter personalities represent intrusions 
of the client’s past lives and that in 
about 60 percent to 70 percent of MPD 
cases, the alter personalities are spirit 
“intruders.” Moreover, these “intrud­
ers” can be factors in all three types of 
illness, and exorcism is a frequent 
concomitant of Jacob’s treatment. He 
takes the position that childhood trau­
mas may have untoward consequences 
but does not feel that they are a signifi­
cant factor in the development of MPD.

Jacob claims that he has treated 
about 30 clients suffering from MPD 
since 1979, finding up to three alter 
personalities in most of his cases. For 
Jacob, an important diagnostic clue is 
the costume that someone wears dur­
ing Carnival, the festive Brazilian 
holiday preceding Lent, characterized 
by parades, balls and other events where 
flamboyant apparel is ostentatiously 
displayed.

Jacob told me aboutlsabel, acase of 
MPD whom he had recently treated. 
At 16 years of age, Isabel was refened 
to him by her mother. The young 
woman would be found wandering in 
the streets wearing gypsy clothes and 
earrings, professing her desire to find a 
band of gypsies and live with them. 
Isabel was amnesic for the experience 
and professed not to recall putting on 
the colorful garments or leaving the
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house. However, gypsy clothes had 
been her costume of choice during 
Carnival for several years in a row.

As therapy proceeded, Jacob dis­
covered that Isabel’s mother was ex­
tremely possessive and protective of 
her daughter. Isabel felt that she should 
have more freedom but was reticent to 
confront her strong-willed mother. 
Through hypnosis Jacob took Isabel 
back to the 19th Century where she 
recalled her past life as Catalina, a 
French gypsy. Catalina’s life had been 
a happy one and she told Jacob that she 
spent a great deal of time singing, 
dancing and traveling. However, she 
had chosen her incarnation as Isabel to 
add strength to her character as she 
knew she would have to fight to obtain 
a modicum of independence in her 
Brazilian home environment.

Jacob’s therapeutic approach was 
to merge the two personalities. As a 
result Isabel became stronger and more 
capable of confronting her mother 
openly. Isabel’s mother would not 
accept Jacob’s diagnosis and was 
unhappy when her daughter began to 
challenge her dictates. As time went 
on, Isabel began to take responsibility 
for her own decisions; she also re­
ported that she enjoyed life more than 
she had before therapy, despite the 
conflict with her mother.

DISCUSSION
T IKE MPD, spirit obsession and 
1—/possession are not to be consid­
ered as unquestioned diagnostic enti­
ties. They represent aspects of a par­

ticular worldview and are intrinsically 
linked to social structure, religious phi­
losophy, and theories of health and 
illness. Conventional medical think­
ing in industrialized societies is ethno­
centric in viewing possession states 
and other alterations in consciousness 
as necessarily abnormal if not patho­
logical (Ward 1980). Indeed, such 
terms as “possession” lack culture-free, 
objective definitions.

A provocative point of view has 
been taken by Lewis (1971) who de­
scribes “central possession” the way 
that the Brazilian spirits describe 
“incorporation.” Lewis sees the func­
tion of “central possession” as uphold­
ing a social group’s established power 
and morality. It is generally tempo­
rary, voluntary and reversible. It is 
exhibited in the context of religious 
ceremonies and is attributed to sympa­
thetic spirits. “Peripheral possession,” 
by contrast, is taken to denote experi­
ences that provide no direct support of 
the society’s moral code, is typically 
long-lasting and involuntary and re­
sults in dysfunctional behavior. It is 
likely that “peripheral possession” is 
sometimes associated with cases of 
MPD among the Brazilian spiritists.

Bourguignon (1973) distinguishes 
between “possession” and “possession 
trance.” For her, “possession” does 
not involve alterations of conscious­
ness but refers to such conditions as 
illnesses caused by malevolent spirits. 
In “possession trance” there are spirit- 
induced alterations of consciousness 
withoutsubsequentrecall. During such 
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episodes the behavior and speech of 
various possessing entities can be 
observed, whether the entities are 
benevolent (as in the case of mediums 
who incorporate spirits) or trouble­
some (as in the case of MPD victims 
who manifest the possessing entities). 
Bourguignon uses the term “trance” to 
refer to profound altered states of 
consciousness that are not linked to 
cultural ideas of possession.

Ritual spirit incorporation, of 
course, differs from involuntary spirit 
possession, such as the MPD cases 
alleged to be caused by “intruders.” 
Herskovits (1949) was one of the first 
to conclude that the phenomenon of 
ritual spirit incorporation could not be 
equated with specific neurotic or psy­
chotic conditions. Indeed, spirit incor­
poration may be therapeutic in some 
cases as it can release inhibitions and 
provide a source of esteem for the 
medium as well as emotional catharsis 
for the group (Ward 1980). Herskovits 
(1949) claimed that Latin American 
spiritists who practiced spirit incorpo­
ration functioned better in society than 
their peers.

It has even been suggested that the 
eclipse of concepts such as possession 
and exorcism was a factor in the rise of 
MPD ia industralized nations (Ellen- 
berger 1970). However, if the diagno­
ses of MPD reported to me were accu­
rate, this does not seem to hold true in 
Brazil. Incorporation (“central pos­
session”) exists side by side with pos­
session by malevolent spirits (“periph­
eral possession”). This type of posses­

sion has been found to be distributed 
among various disorders, for example, 
depression, epilepsy, hysteria and 
schizophrenia as well as MPD (León 
1975; Ludwig 1965; Yap 1960). Ward 
(1980) comments that there is no single 
condition associated with “peripheral 
possession” because it is a cultural 
explanation for a variety of disorders 
rather than representing a determinant 
of a specific disorder. Those investi­
gators (for example, Allison 1980; León 
1975; Sargent 1974; Ward 1980) who 
have studied the efficacy of exorcism 
and associated forms of treatment for 
possession have found them, at least 
on a short-term basis, to be highly 
effective.

The spiritist concept of MPD (in at 
least some of its manifestations) dif­
fers sharply from that of most psychia­
trists and psychologists who assume 
that the client is one individual, albeit 
one whose peculiar defensive struc­
ture manifests itself in “split-off” parts 
of the psyche. Therapeutic approaches 
use techniques developed for group 
and family therapy, with selected as­
pects of transactional analysis. Gestalt 
psychology, behavior modification and 
hypnotherapy (Confer and Ables 
1983). However, there have been 
minority points of view among psy­
chologists and psychiatrists that more 
closely parallel the spiritist viewpoint 
dating back to William James (in Taylor 
1983) who urged that the “possession 
hypothesis” be taken seriously. Beahrs 
(1982) argues that under some circum­
stances it is useful to look upon an 
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individual constituted of several parts, 
each with its own identity. Beahrs 
argues that the spectrum of dissocia­
tive states ranges from fluctuation in 
mood changes through changes in role 
(or “ego states”) to MPD.

Van Dusen (1974), in his practice 
of clinical psychology, discovered that 
he could comm unicate with his client’s 
apparent hallucinations by accepting 
them as objective realities. Most of 
these entities stated they were attempt­
ing to “possess” the client so that they 
could live through the client in what­
ever way they pleased. But Van Dusen 
has also encountered “higher” entities 
that respect the client’s right to self- 
determination and attempt to be of 
assistance. Allison (1985) has ob­
served this phenomenon with MPD 
cases, referring to them as “higher 
helpers.” There is a case in the psychi­
atric literature of a preoperative trans­
sexual who visited a physician just 
before his sex-reassignment surgery. 
The physician announced that the client 
was “possessed” by 22 spirits, and 
performed an exorcism. After some 
additional sessions with a faith healer, 
the client regained his male identity 
and had not regressed with follow-up 
two years later. The case report con­
cluded that this patient “who was 
clearly a transsexual by the most con­
servative criteria... assumed a long- 
lasting masculine gender identity in a 
remarkable short period of time fol­
lowing an apparent exorcism” (Bar- 
low, Abel and Blanchard 1977:394).

Anderson (1981) has reviewed in­

stances from the psychotherapeutic 
literature where exorcism was success­
fully used by therapists including some 
who did not believe in the existence of 
discarnate entities. Anderson notes 
that this treatment is especially effec­
tive with disorders of the dissociative 
type, for example, MPD and hysterical 
dissociation. He observes that these

are all disintegrations of normal personal­
ity involving the splitting off of certain 
behavioral patterns from the patient’s cus­
tomary mode of conduct. These "splin­
ters” are then either interpreted by the pa­
tient as “spirits” or are educated to assume 
that role by the therapist. . .. Once con­
vinced of their spirit identity, these bother­
some obsessors behave according to the 
implanted expectations of the therapist. As 
earthbound spirits they can then be “exor­
cised” ... by persuading the manifesting 
entities that their own happiness lies else­
where. [1981:106]

A dissenting view has been ex­
pressed by Greaves (1986) who takes 
issue with the practice of exorcism on 
the grounds of objects relations theory 
(for example, Kohut 1977). In the 
“introjection-intemalization” process 
described by some therapists, the inter­
nalized object becomes an integral part 
of the client’s psychological appara­
tus. As such, it finds its way into the 
individual’s memory-identity system, 
presumably with its own neurological 
encoding. Greaves claims that for the 
well-being of those individuals, there 
is little sense in try ing to “drive out” (or 
exorcise) that which is an integral part 
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of the personality. Exorcism, in this 
sense, would be the precise opposite of 
integration. Greaves claims that

in our early work with multiple personality 
cases ... attempts to extricate persecutor 
personalities were only followed by re­
newed fury by these elements and vigor­
ously-renewed acting out. ... Fortunately, 
we were subsequently able to tame and 
integrate these persecutor states. [1986:3]

Taking the opposite position, 
Crabtree (1985:258,261), in his psy­
chotherapeutic practice, has dealt with 
cases in which the concept of posses­
sion appears to him the most parsimo­
nious explanation of the observed 
phenomena. For him, possession is the 
creation of a personality within an 
individual by a self other than that of 
the individual, whereas MPD involves 
the emergence of a personality manu­
factured within the psyche. Allison 
(1980:183), a psychiatrist, feels that 
the alter personality appears to serve a 
definite and practical purpose, espe­
cially to defend against traumaor abuse. 
On die other hand, Allison observes, 
“Repeatedly I encountered aspects of 
entities of the personality which were 
not true alter personalities.... I have 
come to believe in the possibility of 
spirit possession.”

For Allison (1980:4), the discovery 
of an alter personality that does not 
serve a recognizable purpose presents 
a diagnostic problem. Allison notes 
that these entities often refer to them­
selves as “spirits” and he remarks, 

“Over the years I’ve encountered too 
many such cases to dismiss the possi­
bility of spirit possession completely.” 
Allison has proposed several types of 
possession cases in MPD that bear a 
remarkable similarity to the categories 
proposed by Brazilian spiritists:

1. Grade One Possession is an 
obsessive-compulsive neurosis in 
which a client is controlled by an idea, 
obsession, involuntary act, compulsion 
or addiction. This category resembles 
the spiritist description of “obsession” 
that results when an invading spirit 
controls much of a person’s behavior 
but the victim retains his or her basic 
identity.

2. Grade Two Possession is the 
result of the influence of a negative 
alter personality developed by a per­
son with a hysterical personality syn­
drome. Many Brazilian spiritists would 
argue that these cases may represent 
possession by one or more of an 
individual’s past-life personalities. 
They may also represent splits within 
the individual’s psyche; it must be 
recalled that Mendes, Andrade, Jacob 
and their colleagues do not claim that 
all MPD cases are produced by intrud­
ing entities.

3. Grade Three Possession occurs 
when the controlling influence seems 
to be the mind of another human being. 
Spiritists would conceptualize these 
cases as “telepathic” influence by a 
practitioner of witchcraft or sorcery.

4. Grade Four Possession is con­
trol by the deceased spirit of another 
human being. Spiritists would see this 
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category as possession by “earthbound 
spirits” who inhabit someone else’s 
body because of their reluctance to 
move into higher spiritual dimensions.

5. Grade Five Possession is control 
by a spirit that has never had its own 
life history and identifies itself as an 
agent of evil. Brazil spiritists would 
view these as the “low spirits” who 
never lived on earth (ifias and exus in 
Candomblé and Umbanda terminol­
ogy). Allison has since modified his 
point of view on this issue (Greaves 
1986:3), but many of his followers 
hold to his original formulations.

Brazil’s spiritist practitioners would 
have little difficulty in accepting the 
DSM-III definition of MPD as a disso­
ciative disorder in which

the essential feature is the existence within 
the individual of two or more distinct per­
sonalities, each of which is dominant at a 
particular time. Each personality is a fully 
integrated and complex unit with unique 
memories, behavior patterns, and social 
relationships that determine the nature of 
the individual’s acts when that personality 
is dominant. [American Psychiatric Asso­
ciation 1980:257]

Such standard MPD phenomena as 
“switching,” the ignorance the host 
personality has of alternate personali­
ties, and the knowledge that alternate 
personalities frequently have of each 
other (for example, Baldwin 1984; 
Braun 1984; Greaves 1980) have been 
observed by spiritists as well.

It can be seen that Brazilian spiri­
tists both agree with and differ from 

the concepts of MPD held by most 
academic and medical psychothera­
pists. However, these differences 
should serve as a reminder that the 
notion of the individual self should not 
be taken for granted. Most native 
people live in a matrix of social and 
kinship relationships that leave little 
room for a concept of a singular, iso­
lated self.

It also appears that the human being 
is extremely malleable. People can 
create personalities as required to de­
fend themselves against trauma, to 
conform to cultural pressures or to 
meet the expectations of a psycho­
therapist, medium or exorcist. This 
malleability has both adaptive and 
maladaptive aspects. One of the bene­
ficial results of renewed interest in 
MPD and dissociative reactions is to 
illustrate the urgent need for more 
information in these areas and to illus­
trate the important role that cross-cul­
tural research can play in this quest.

NOTE
The original version of this paper 

was presented at the Second Interna­
tional Conference on Multiple Person­
ality and Dissociative States, Chicago, 
October 25-27,1985.
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SIX BULLETS IN HEAD, VICTIM DECLARED FIT

RELEASED FROM the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital in California with 
six .22-caliber bullets still lodged in his skull, James Sexton, 40, was 
deemed perfectly alert and fully conscious by Dr. Stephen Cary. The injuries, 

apparently given him by his former roommate Daniel Frost who was also shot 
and wounded, put Sexton in critical condition in November 1987, but X-rays 
showed that none of the bullets penetrated the brain. None was life-threatening 
or even disabling.

The only bullet visible is on the back of Sexton’s neck. It might be removed 
later for cosmetic purposes or ballistics tests. There are no plans to remove the 
other slugs. The only drawback, Dr. Cary claimed, was that Sexton may have 
a problem going through the metal detectors at the airport



------SRINIVASA
------RAMANUJAN

No one could account for his brilliance but 100 
years after his birth his ideas are still ahead of their time. 

By James Gleick
Copyright 1987 by The New York Times 

Company. Reprinted by permission.

IN SOME WAYS mathematicians 
are finally beginning to penetrate 
the mind of Srinivasa Ramanujan.
Over a century has passed since 

Ramanujan was bom in 1887 in the 
small city of Kumbakonam in south­
ern India. When he died 32 years later, 
he left a strange, raw legacy, about 
4000 formulas written on the pages of 
three notebooks and some scrap paper.

Some of the power and originality 
of Ramanujan’s mathematics was 
understood a few years before his death. 
His contemporaries saw from the theo­

rems scrawled across his pages that he 
possessed a genius for calculating the 
hidden laws and relationships that 
govern the wilderness of numbers.

But Ramanujan was uneducated in 
standard mathematics and isolated by 
geography for most of his productive 
life. Often his formulas seemed as 
obscure as they were elegant He 
worked in a place of his own and a way 
of his own, drawing his formulas and 
theorems from a mental landscape that 
remained far from the frontier of mathe­
matics as it was seen in his day.
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Now his work is flowing into mathe­
matics and science more deeply than 
could have been imagined a genera­
tion ago. Computers, with special 
programs to manipulate algebraic 
quantities, have made it possible for 
more ordinary mathematicians to pick 
up the trail of his thought. And modem 
physics, from the superstring theory of 
cosmology to the statistical mechanics 
of complicated molecular systems, 
finds itself turning more and more often 
to the pure findings of number theory 
and complex analysis—the worlds of 
Ramanujan.

So researchers are intensifying a 
process of forensic mathematics, or 
mathematical archaeology — poring 
over the rough pages, trying to under­
stand the formulas and prove them. As 

they learn more of why Ramanujan 
chose particular paths, they sense a 
foundation that has not yet been re­
vealed.

“When he pulled extraordinary 
objects out of the air, they weren’t just 
curiosities but they were the right 
things,” said Jonathan M. Borwein of 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, one of many mathematicians 
who have lately found themselves turn­
ing to Ramanujan’s formulas. “They 
are elusive evidence of a theory that’s 
lurking around somewhere that he 
never made explicit.”

* * *

THE TRAIL is hard to follow. Out 
of necessity and then perhaps out 
of habit, Ramanujan worked in a style 

that awes and frustrates modem mathe­
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maticians. He used a slate, jotting 
down formulas, erasing them with his 
elbow, jotting down more and then 
recording a result in his precious note­
book only when it had reached final 
form.

The intermediate results, the links 
of the chain, are lost Unlike main­
stream mathematicians, he felt no need 
to prove that a result was true. His 
legacy is simply a set of discoveries.

“He seems to have functioned in a 
way unlike anybody else we know of,” 
Dr. Borwein said. “He had such a 
feeling for things that they just flowed 
out of his brain. Perhaps he didn’t see 
them in any way that’s translatable. 
It’s like watching somebody at a feast 
you haven’t been invited to.”

So mathematicians have spent years 
—often valuable and productive years 
— proving theorems that Ramanujan 
knew to be true. Deriving the formulas 
has often been more illuminating than 
the formulas themselves. Whole new 
subdisciplines within mathematics 
have blossomed around ideas that 
Ramanujan put forward in a peculiar, 
stark isolation.

Mathematicians have begun to 
gather to discuss the implications of 
Ramanujan’s work at meetings in the 
United States and India. They have far 
more raw material to work with than 
ever before, because the last decade 
has brought a new effort to find and 
organize the pages that make up his 
legacy.

A University of Illinois mathemati­
cian, Bruce Berndt, has spent years 

editing the notebooks, tracking down 
sources and relationships and, above 
all, proving as many of the unproved 
theorems as possible. A mathemati­
cian at Pennsylvania State University, 
George Andrews, has been peforming 
the same task with the so-called Lost 
Notebook, 130 pages of scrap paper 
from the last year of Ramanujan’s life.

“The work of that one year, while 
he was dying, was the equivalent of a 
lifetime of work for a very great mathe­
matician,” said Richard Askey of the 
University of Wisconsin, who has 
collaborated with Dr. Andrews in trying 
to understand some of Ramanujan’s 
work.

“What he accomplished was unbe­
lievable,” Dr. Askey said. “If it were in 
a novel, nobody would believe it”

* ♦ ♦

Ramanujan (rah-MAH-nuh- 
jun) might have died in complete 

obscurity if he had not written a series 
of desperate, bold letters to English 
mathematicians in 1912 and 1913. By 
then he was 25 years old, working as a 
£30-a-year clerk after several years of 
unemployment, unwilling to put aside 
his slate and formulas.

His family was Hindu, high-caste 
but poor. His father and grandfather 
before him worked as clerks for cloth 
merchants. Ramanujan was lucky 
enough to have a fairly good high school 
education in Kumbakonam and he 
began his creative exploration of mathe­
matics after discovering the few out­
dated and second-rank textbooks in 
the library there.
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His intellect stood out clearly, but 
in college at Madras, aboaut 150 miles 
north of his birthplace, he failed again 
and again to pass exam inations in other 
subjects. In mathematics itself, he had 
no teacher. He worked, as the English 
mathematician Godfrey J. Hardy later 
said, “in practically complete igno­
rance of modem European mathemat­
ics.”

Hardy was not the first mathemati­
cian to receive a letter from this “un­
known Hindu clerk,” as he recalled — 
“at the best, a half-educated Indian.” 
But he was the first to understand what 
the letter contained.

Ramanujan’s letters said, in effect, 
/ know the following . . . and I also 
know this ... and, by the way, I have 
discovered this. He offered a carefully 
chosen selection ofhis theorems. Most 
were in the form of identities — state­
ments that some familiar quantity, like 
pi, was equal to some unfamiliar quan­
tity, or that two unfamiliar quantities 
were equal.

Hardy examined them with bewil­
derment. A few struck chords of rec­
ognition, he said later; he thought he 
had proved similar statements himself. 
Some he thought he could prove if he 
tried — and he succeeded, although 
with surprising difficulty.

Other theorems were already 
known. Still others, however, “de­
feated me completely,” Hardy said in 
an essay years later.

“I had never seen anything in the 
least like them before,” he said. “A 
single look at them is enough to show 

that they could only be written down 
by a mathematician of the highest class. 
They must be true because, if they 
were not true, no one would have had 
the imagination to invent them.”

Furthermore, Hardy could tell that 
Ramanujan was holding some things 
back, offering specific examples of 
theorems for which he surely must 
have discovered more general versions. 
He arranged an invitation to Cam­
bridge University and in 1913 
Ramanujan arrived, leaving his wife 
behind. He stayed for nearly six years.

The two men collaborated often. 
Hardy remembered a slight man, of 
medium height, with eyes through 
which some light seemed to shine. 
Ramanujan remained a strict vegetar­
ian, cooking all his own food in his 
rooms, and when he fell mysteriously 
ill in 1917, Hardy thought his vegetari­
anism contributed to his failing health.

Years later. Hardy took some pains 
to dispel the idea, perhaps a byproduct 
of subtle English racism, that 
Ramanujan was some sort of Asian 
curiosity — either an “inspired idiot” 
or “some mysterious manifestation of 
the immemorial wisdom of the East.” 
On the contrary, in Hardy’s eyes he 
was a deliberate rationalist, often 
shrewd, and not nearly so religious as 
his dietary habits made him appear.

They shared a fascination with 
numbers as almost living things, or 
characters in a story. They thought 
about round numbers, defined as 
numbers with only small factors, like 
300,22 X 3 X 52. They worked on the 
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question of how common such num­
bers are, in strict mathematical terms, 
and on many problems more difficult 
to put into words.

One day after Ramanujan fell ill, 
Hardy visited him in a taxicab and 
remarked that the cab’s number had 
been rather uninteresting—1729, or 7 
X 13 X 19. “No, it is a very interesting 
number,” Ramanujan responded, as 
Hardy later told the story. “It is the 
smallest number expressible as a sum 
of two cubes in two different ways.” 
(It is the sum of 1 x 1 x 1 and 12 x 12 
X 12 and it is also the sum of 9 x 9 x 9 
and 10 X 10 X 10.)

Hardy understood and appreciated 
Ramanujan more than any of his con­
temporaries . В ut even he could not see 
beyond the blinkers of his time and 
place. To him, Ramanujan’s story was 
ultimately a tragedy — of inadequate 
education and of genius unguided. 
When he finally came to assess the 
younger mathematician’s work and its 
likely influence on the future of his 
subject, he expressed disappointment.

“It has not the simplicity and the 
inevitableness of the very greatest 
work,” Hardy wrote in 1927. “Itwould 
be greater if it were less strange.”

Few mathematicians accept that 
assessment today, as strangeness comes 
into the light and Hardy recedes into 
Ramanujan’s greater shadow.

* * *
66TTARDY THOUGHT it was a
П shame that Ramanujan wasn’t 

bom a hundred years earlier,” Dr. 
Askey said. That was the great age of 

formulas, the era of ground-laying work 
by such mathematicians as Euler and 
Gauss. “My comment is that it’s a 
shame Ramanujan wasn’t bom a 
hundred years later,” he said. “We’re 
trying to do problems in several vari­
ables now — the problems are harder, 
and it would be marvelous to have 
somebody with his intuition to help get 
started.”

Not that his intuition was infallible. 
Ramanujan made some errors, once 
claiming to have found a formula for 
the approximate number of primes less 
than any given number. No such for­
mula exists. He was too optimistic, 
and it was the optimism of an earlier 
time; by the 19th Century, mathemati­
cians had learned that some problems 
could never be solved, but Ramanujan ’ s 
isolation shielded him from their doubts 
as much as from their knowledge.

In 1919, increasingly ill, having 
entered and left a nursing home and 
several sanitariums, Ramanujan re­
turned to India. He continued to work 
feverishly, fighting the pain of his 
mysterious ailment, writing on what­
ever paper he could find. The next 
April, at the age of 32, he died.

The work of his last year, 130 unla­
beled pages, came to rest at the library 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, where 
they lay in a box, along with assorted 
bills and letters, until Dr. Andrews of 
Pennsylvania State University found 
them in 1976. This was the LostNote- 
book.

“It’s a bizarre term to use for some­
thing that was in the major library of 
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the major college in England,” Dr. 
Borwein said, “but in terms of people 
appreciating its contents, it was cer­
tainly true.”

Dr. Andrews found that Ramanujan 
had cleared a path that mathematicians 
had not succeeded in matching in the 
intervening half century. Many dis­
coveries concerned a family of identi­
ties he called mock theta functions — 
“simple assertions in arithmetic,” as 
Dr. Andrews put it, although “their 
implications are quite profound.”

Such mathematics has helped drive 
one of the major new conceptions of 
theoretical physics, superstring theory, 
as the physicist Freeman Dyson told a 
Ramanujan conference in June 1987. 
“As pure mathematics, it is as beautiful 
as any of the other flowers that grew 
from seeds that ripened in Ramanujan’s 
garden,” he said.

Another identity was used last year 
to enable a computer to calculate mil­
lions of digits of pi. Itconvergesonthe 
exact value with far greater efficiency 
than any previous method. Yet, as 
always, Ramanujan had merely as­
serted his discovery; only later did Dr. 
Borwein and his brother, Peter B. 

Borwein, prove rigorously that those 
millions of digits really were pi.

The applications of Ramanujan’s 
magical-seeming formulas make 
mathematicians think that he was 
mining a deep vein of theory, the full 
outlines of which are not yet known. 
But many prefer not to dwell on just 
how Ramanujan was able to think as he 
did.

Hardy looked at Ramanujan’s ori­
gins and saw a crippling neglect by an 
inadequate educational system cut off 
from European society. Still, as mathe­
maticians realize now, Ramanujan had 
a decent high school, a handful of 
books and the traditions of a culture 
that allowed him to aspire to a life as a 
scholar.

Those looking for lessons in his 
brief, rich life sometimes note that 
now, one century later, much of the 
planet lacks that much.

“Ramanujan is important not justas 
a mathematician but because of what 
he tells us that the human mind can 
do,” Dr. Askey said. “Someone with 
his ability is so rare and so precious we 
can’tafford to lose them. Ageniuscan 
arise anywhere in the world.”



SPIRITIST POWER
An important message from 
William Alexander Oribello

Dear Friend-
This is a time of mixed energies, when on one hand we witness how 

many people have given up under the power of negative influences, 
while on the other hand we experience an increase of positive vibrations 
that inspire humankind to seek for greater awareness.

At this time, a great number of Godly Spirits are turning their 
attention to Planet Earth and its inhabitants. Their purpose is to help 
those of us who are on the Path of Enlightenment to become more 
effective channels for Divine Love, knowledge and Wisdom; to 
encourage each other, as well as guide others into Higher Consciousness. 
Our spirit helpers also wish to teach us new and effective ways to live 
above the problems of life, and enjoy greater personal happiness, 
prosperity and wellness at all ievels of our lives.

We are now making available NEW MESSAGES from our beloved 
spirit helpers. They are entitled "LESSONS FROM SPIRIT." These vital 
messages transcend creed and dogma, giving practical tools for living to 
all light-workers, from all metaphysical traditions. These messages are 
available in typewritten format, or on cassette tape.

You arc invited to send for three introductory messages. Enclose a 
total of $5 for typewritten format, or $8 for cassette. These are special 
introductory prices to Fate readers. You need this vital information now.

MAIL YOUR REQUEST TO:

WILLIAM ALEXANDER ORIBELLO 
P.O.BOX 40083

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

Telephone: (215) 236-0863



BOOKS
NEWS & REVIEWS

bv D. Scott Roao

HACK ATTACK

THE RECENT upsurge in parapsy­
chology publishing has been met 
with a renewed attempt by critics of the 

field to make their case known. Among 
the latest debunking books is Pseudo­
science and the Paranormal (Prome­
theus Books, Buffalo, N.Y., 1988, 372 
pages, $17.95, paperback) by Terence 
Hines, a psychology professor at Pace 
University in New York. It is brought to 
you by the same people who publish the 
works of Martin Gardner, James Randi, 
Philip J. Klass and other champions of 
intellectual conformity.

Many of Prometheus’ books remind 
me of Harlequin Romances, those little 
novels that delight some segments of the 
reading public. Writers for the Harle­
quin series are given specific guidelines 
to follow concerning content, plot and 
style. It seems to me that the editors at 
Prometheus must send their own guide­
lines to their authors. I imagine they go 
something like this:

(1) When criticizing parapsychology, 
be sure to lump it in with every imagin­
able crackpot pseudoscience. Do all you 
can to impute guilt by association.

(2) Focus your criticisms on relatively 
weak or flawed research and never 
mention the better evidence.

(3) If you find experiments that don’t 
have any flaws, manufacture some.

(4) Rely upon and copiously reference 
the criticisms of other debunkers, even 
if these criticisms have themselves been 
subject to devastating criticism.

(5) Invent wild claims about psychic 
phenomena and then pretend that these 
statements come from parapsycholo­
gists themselves.

(6) If a psychic was ever suspected of 
fraud, state unequivocally that these 
suspicions were proven and that the 
psychic was caught red-handed. So 
what if these “exposures” never took 
place?

Dr. Hines’ book covers everything 
from parapsychology to ufology, bio­
rhythms to Velikovsky, faith healing to 
medical quackery, psychoanalysis to 
humanistic psychology. Hines lets us 
know in no uncertain terms that he 
dislikes every form of unconventional 
science. He should, however, have done 
more to familiarize himself with these 
subjects before presuming to write a 
book about them; I counted over 30 
major factual errors in the first 108 
pages. Space limitations prevent a com­
plete listing but in the paragraphs that 
follow, I’ll show you some of the types 
of careless mistakes and unfounded 
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criticisms that litter this book.

Hines takes on the seminal Duke 
University ESP experiments conducted 
by Dr. J. B. Rhine and his colleagues in 
the 1930’s. He tells us that “the basic 
card-guessing method used by the 
Rhines and others failed to provide 
evidence for ESP. The major problem 
was the failure of the early successes by 
the Rhines to replicate."

In fact, after the Duke researchers 
published their first 17 experiments, 33 
other laboratories tried to replicate 
Rhine’s card-guessing procedures be­
tween 1934 and 1939. Sixty-one percent 
of them reported successful replications. 
In New Frontiers of the Mind, a best­
selling book published in 1937, Rhine 
discusses these replications at length.

Hines is just as unsuccessful in his 
effort to debunk more contemporary 
research, especially when he tries to take 
on remote viewing, ESP/ganzfeld re­
search and other current work. Mostly 
he contents himself with a simple par­
roting of what other debunkers have 
said, never bothering to determine 
whether those original criticisms stand 
up under scrutiny.

Dozens of examples could be cited 
but I’ll discuss just one. Hines devotes 
two pages to a dismissal of ESP/ganz­
feld research (see Martin Ebon’s “Psi 
and Sensory Deprivation,” October 
1987 Fate), a large body of impressive 
literature spanning over 50 individual 
experiments. Our debunker simply 
states that Ray Hyman, a skeptical 
psychologist from the University of 
Oregon, found procedural errors and 
incorrect statistical assumptions in most 
of the ganzfeld work. But nowhere does 
he reference or summarize the detailed 
rejoinders to these criticisms by Charles 

Honorton who pioneered the technique. 
Nor does he bother to inform his readers 
that an outside mathematician rejected 
some of Dr. Hyman’s statistical criti­
cisms as absurd.

These rejoinders were published 
along with Hyman’s criticisms in the 
same issue of the Journal of Parapsy­
chology. So Hines either ignored them 
or never bothered to read the references 
he cites in his book.

Hines acknowledges that some evi­
dence for psi cannot be readily ex­
plained. But, he says, that really is not 
important because it is not the critic’s 
responsibility to explain every parapsy­
chological finding. I can understand 
that position, since the case for psi rests 
more on specific lines of evidence and 
replication levels than on individual 
experiments. But Hines is also pulling a 
fast one on his readers by giving himself 
and his fellow debunkers grounds for 
ignoring any evidence they can’t ex­
plain. Hines is in effect engaging in that 
old subterfuge, “Even if I can’t spot the 
error in your experiment. I’m sure it’s 
there anyway.”

As I said earlier, most debunkers 
follow this maxim: When in doubt 
simply resort to misinformation. An 
excellent example of this appears on 
page 74 where Hines harshly criticizes 
the research of Ian Stevenson who has 
investigated cases of children who claim 
to recall previous lives. (See my “Other 
Lives Than This,” June and July 1988 
Fate.) Hines writes that Dr. Steven­
son’s former colleague David Read 
Barker studied one of Stevenson’s best 
cases and “concluded that the child in 
the case had acquired through normal 
means the information that Stevenson 
took as evidence for reincarnation.”
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Even a superficial reading of. the 
report Hines references reveals that 
Stevenson had nothing to do with the 
case. Dr. Barker was independently 
studying cases similar to those that 
interest Stevenson. Stevenson took no 
position on the case when it was first 
published. To make matters worse, 
Hines neglects to mention that Barker’s 
co-investigator on this particular case 
took issue with her colleague's conclu­
sions.

Errors, deletions and distortions such 
as these show up in page after page of 
Pseudoscience and the Paranormal. 
Those just recounted are representative 
of Hines' treatment of anomalies and 
the paranormal; they are not isolated 
incidents. Although I have focused on 
how Hines deals with parapsychology, 
similar criticisms could be made about 
his remarkably unenlightening chapters 
on UFOs. These do no more than 
rehash the theories of Philip Klass and 
Robert Sheaffer, authors of books so 
wildly speculative and misleading (as 
critics have delighted in pointing out in 
refutations of which Hines has never 
heard) that, in their own way, they are 
as hilarious as the wackiest contactee 
literature.

Well, FATE readers, now you know 
the secret of how to write a debunking 
book. If you’re short of cash, why not 
put one together yourself? Don’t worry 
about getting it published. Just send 
your manuscript off to Prometheus 
Books, 700 E. Amherst St., Buffalo, 
N.Y. 14215. If your book bashes the 
paranormal, quality doesn’t matter; 
Prometheus will rush it into print. Don’t 
worry about making mistakes either. 
Pseudoscience and the Paranormal 
shows that the folks at Prometheus are
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too busy battling heresy to care about 
such trifling matters.

Be sure to tell them I suggested you 
write.

OTHER REVIEWS
THE GOLDEN GURU by James S. 
Gordon, The Stephen Greene Press, 
Lexington, Mass., 1987, 248 pages, 
$19.95.

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh was a “bad 
boy" guru who mockingly challenged 
prevailing religious and social ideals in 
an effort to “peel away” the accumu­
lated layers of conditioning and to bring 
into being a new humanity. He organ­
ized an ashram in Poona, India, in the 
1970’s and founded a community, 
Rajneeshpuram, in Oregon. Meditation 
centers were also established 
throughout the United States.

James S. Gordon, a psychiatrist and 
journalist and a professor at the 
Georgetown University Medical 
School, lived at Poona. As part of his 
research into traditional Indian healing 
for the National Institute of Mental 
Health, he began investigating Raj­
neesh. Although he never became a 
disciple (sannyasin) of Rajneesh, he 
interviewed numerous people who did 
and he talked with Rajneesh himself. He 
observed the development and expan­
sion of the movement until its eventual 
dispersion. The Golden Guru, Gordon’s 
personal narrative of all this, contains 
firsthand accounts of life in the 
Rajneesh community.

When the community settled in 
Oregon, it raised the ire of local people 
and of the state authorities. A group 
called 1000 Friends of Oregon opposed 
the sannyasins’ purchase of land in the
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town of Antelope. According to Gor­
don, “The townspeople and the ranchers 
felt threatened by the sannyasins’money 
and power and [by] the phalanx of 
lawyers they were able, on a moment’s 
notice, to deploy.” He reports explosive 
meetings between the sannyasins and 
the local city council. The ill feelings 
gave rise to escalating paranoia which 
resulted in greater alienation and sep­
aration between the two communities.

Ma Anand Sheela, Rajneesh's secre­
tary, exercised dictatorial control over 
the sannyasins. She publicly condemned 
them for their shortcomings and was 
accused of ordering the poisoning of 
some of Rajneesh's opponents. Gordon 
describes her mischievous use of power 
and her eventual expulsion from the 
community.

The Rajneesh movement did not be­
gin as a religion but as a milieu of self- 
awareness programs. It became a reli­
gion later so that it could disseminate 
Rajneesh’s teachings after his death. 
According to Gordon, Rajneesh has 
claimed to be a returned Buddha- 
Maitreya.

Much literature about new religious 
movements is written either by devoted 
followers or by disgruntled ex-mem­
bers. The former depicts the group in a 
romanticized, ideal light while the latter 
vigorously seeks to expose its dark 
secrets. The Golden Guru falls into 
neither of these categories. It balances 
pro and con. Gordon concludes, “For 
me, it is not finally a question of agree­
ing or disagreeing with Rajneesh, of 
praising or condemning him or his 
sannyasins. It is, rather, a matter of 
learning from him and them... [and] of 
seeing myself in him and [in] his 
sannyasins, of using his extraordinary



BEST SELLERS from VENTURE BOOKSHOP

These four pages contain the 
most popular titles in the 
Venture Bookshop collection 
of literature dealing with the 
World’s Mysteries. All should 
be in your library. Please use 
the convenient order form 
attached for yourself or to 
select gifts for friends.

Sincerely,

A Classic Work By

ALLAN KARDEC
Revered Founder of Spiritism

THE SPIRITS’ BOOK
“The Spiritualists' 

Bible”

The background upon 
which all Spiritualist be­
liefs and practices are set. 
The Spirits' Book fully 
states the Principles of 
Spiritist Doctrine, Over 
ONE THOUSAND ques­
tions are answered ... all 
you’ve ever asked, and 
many you never thought 
of! This is the first English 
translation of the book,

given to Mr. Kardec by the ascended masters 
in the middle of the last century. It is to the 
Spiritualist what the Bible is to the Christian.

Sturdy doth binding. 431 pages.

Only $17.95

A BOOK OF LIFE . . .

OAHSPE!
Such books as OAHSPE (meaning Sky, Earth 
and Spirit) are given mankind but once each 
3,000 years, at the birth of a new cycle in man's 
evolution. OAHSPE is a key to the past, a 
panorama of the present and a preview of the 
future. OAHSPE bridges the gap between the 
Seen and Unseen Worlds, explains psychic 
phenomena in terms anyone can understand, 
floods the mind with new LIGHT on life’s 
every problem.

910 pages, 95 illustrations.
36 books in one volume.

3S BOOKS CONTAINING: History of Planets, 
History of Every Major Religion, History of the 
Human Races, Man's Origin, Purpose and Destiny 
Revealed, Secrets of the Sphinx. Secrets of the 
Groat Pyramid of Glzeh, Secrets of Submerged 
Continents, Missing Link Between Man and 
Boastl

REVEALS 

THE

UNSEEN 

WORLDS!

OAHSPE tells of the spiritual forces behind the 
physical. Tremendous in scope, it embraces 
new knowledge, new worlds of which 
“modem” science as yet hardly is aware. Those 
seeking answers science cannot supply, will find 
them in this famed classic.

36 BOOKS IN ONE VOLUME AT 
A SINGLE-BOOK PRICE:

Only $26.95
Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and

mail to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
105



BEST SELLERS from VENTURE BOOKSHOP

The Path 
For 
Adepts

Franz Bardon was a noted German 
occultist and authority on magick. 
These accurate English translations of 
his unique books make up a progress 
course leading to adeptship.

1. Initiation into Hermetics
... a course of instruction on magick in IO stages, 
its theory and practice plus the mystery of the

Only $23.95
2. The Practice of Magical Evocation

describes the little-known subject of con- 
juratory magick. Demonstrates that wonders 
and I he supernatural exist only for humans lack­
ing the basic laws of nature. Included is the mys­
tery ol the second Tarot card.

Only $27.95
3. The Key to the Truth Quabbalah

. is the cosmic language in theory and practice. 
To speak in lhequabbalistic way means to create 
things out of nothing. Through the ages the 
“master ol the word" was always the highest 
initiate. The secret of the third Tarot card is 
included.

Only $21.95
4. Frabato the Magician

A novelized version of Franz Bardon's occult
which he reveals his private magickal 
Includes the revelation of the fourth

Tarot card. First edition. 206 pages, paperback.

Only $12.95

The BOOK of MEDIUMS
By ALLAN KARDEC

A Manual for Mediumship
The Book of Mediums is indispensible if you 

wish to develop your mediumship on a sound 
basis. For over a century it has served as a 
manual of instruction for Spiritists in France 
and Latin America.

The Book of Mediums gives directions for 
the correct development of your mediumistic 
talents, pointing out the dangers and emphasiz­
ing the need for the proper attitude. Every 
phase of mediumship is described and ex­
plained. Hundreds of questions put to the 
spirits are given along with the answers.

This respected translation by Emma Wood 
is available in English for the first time in many 
years. It is hardbound for life-long use.

Only $17.95
Nearly 2.000 years ago a mysterious white 
man walked from tribe to tribe throughout 
America . .

WAS HE JESUS?

The Prophet's sandals - archeological 
proof of His pilgrimage across our landl 

HE WALKED THE AMERICAS is the 
documented story of this pilgrimage northward 
through South and Central America, Mexico, 
and across North America. L. Taylor Hansen, 
who devoted 25 years to collecting legends from 
scores of Indian tribes, asks this question: 
"H'as this white Prophet who spoke a 
thousand languages, healed the sick, raised the 
dead, and taught in the same words He used, 
Jesus himself?"

Magnificently printed,
256 king-sized pages, hardbound, 

illustrations in color.
HE WALKED THE AMERICAS

By L. Taylor Hansen
Only $18.95

Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and
mail to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

106



BEST SELLERS from VENTURE BOOKSHOP

A Great Christian 
Leader Speaks 
Out On Survival

Eddy obtained the 
the classic "YOU

The EDGAR CAYCE 
Collection 

FOUR FASCINATING VOLUMES 
IN ONE BOOK!

Edgar Cayce on 
Dreams

Edgar Cayce on 
Healing

Edgar Cayce on 
Diet & Health

Edgar Cayce on 
ESP

Edited by Hugh Lynn Cayce
Famed as "The Miracle Man of Virginia Beach," Edgar Cayce 

had the uncanny ability to place himself in a state of sleep­
trance. during which he astounded listeners by speaking as if 
from some vast source of higher knowledge and wisdom. Over a 
period of 43 years he gave thousands of amazing telepathic­
clairvoyant readings on a great variety of subjects.

In his trance states Cayce-who died in 1945-was able to 
diagnose and to prescribe treatment for ailing people who were 
unknown to him and who lived at often great distances. His 
solutions to medical problems frequently restored health to 
those who had been given up as hopeless.

The Edgar Cayce Collection is a fascinating compendium of 
insight and wisdom selected from the career of this unusual 
man Covered by the four books in this volume are: 
EOGAR CAYCE ON DREAMS—a popular study of over 600 of 
his readings on dreams. Cayce believed that the symbolic con­
tent of dreams was vital to waking life, and he placed great 
emphasis on the benefit of an individual's analysis of his own

EDGAR CAYCE ON HEALING-engrossmg case studies of 
Cayce's startling ability to give readings on patients while in his 
"sleep" state and to prescnbe treatments tor them.
EDGAR CAYCE ON DIET AND HEALTH—gives clear guide­
lines for a proper diet to lead people to better health and greater 
well-being. Included are easy-to-follow recipes as well as a 
complete dietary program.
EDGAR CAYCE ON ESP—explores the mysterious element of 
extrasensory perception in Cayce's work. All the varieties of ESP 
he displayed are discussed in a clear and scientific manner.

Only $14.95
Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and

mail to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

107



BEST SELLERS from VENTURE BOOKSHOP

ORDER FORM VENTURE BOOKSHOP, Dept. C
Complete and mail to: P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
□ Enclosed is $__________ . which includes postage & handling as at bottom. Please send
me items indicated below.
Name -------------------------------------------------- Street___________________________________
City  State Zip

Quan. Title Price each Total
The Spirits Book $17.95
Oahspe! 26.95
Initiation into Hermetics 23.95
The Practice of Magical Evocation 27.95
The Key to the True Quabbalah 21.95
The Book of Mediums 17.95
You Will Survive After Death 7.95
The Edgar Cayce Collection 14.95
Frabato the Magician 12.95
He Walked the Americas 18.95
Prophecies of Nostradamus 18.95
30 Years Among the Dead 8.95
Set Tarot Cards & Book 19.95
You Are Psychic 3.50

Postage & Handling Charges: Sub-total

$1.50 per item, U.S.. $2.50 Foreign. Post. Hndlg.
Satisfaction or refund guaranteed. Total Amt.

108



BOOKS, NEWS & REVIEWS 109
story and strange, as yet unfinished 
journey as a mirror of my own. ” — Joel 
Bjorling.

CAROLINA BAYS, MIMA MOUNDS, 
SUBMARINE CANYONS AND 
OTHER TOPOGRAPHICAL 
PHENOMENA edited by William R. 
Corliss, Box 107, Glen Arm, Md. 
21057, 1988, 239 pages, $17.95.

Although saddled with an awkward 
title, Carolina Bays, Mima Mounds, 
Submarine Canyons and Other Topo­
graphical Phenomena is another one of 
the tireless William Corliss' amazing 
catalogs of anomalies. When the project 
is finished, it will far outstrip the life­
time efforts of Charles Fort. Corliss' 
definition of “scientific anomaly” is 
looser than Fort’s. In fact, of Corliss’ 
four levels of anomalies, only the first 
can't be explained by modifications of 
the present laws of science.

The current volume deals with that 
aspect of geology known as topology, 
namely the surface features of the earth. 
Some of these are above the water and 
some are beneath the surfaces of oceans 
or lakes. What exactly is so mysterious 
about some of these surface features? A 
number of things, it turns out.

The Carolina Bays of the title are a 
group of several hundred roughly cir­
cular shallow lakes which lie in the 
Georgia-Virginia area, near the Atlantic 
coast. They appear to be the result of 
multiple meteorite strikes but are not. 
Exactly how they got there is not 
known.

The 1908 Tunguska event which 
leveled an area of Siberia is another 
surface anomaly of unknown cause. 
Many fossil coral reefs and underwater
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mountains are also unexplained.

In most cases you must know some­
thing about current geological theory to 
understand why these phenomena puz­
zle the authorities. For example, Corliss 
devotes a whole section to a subject 
requiring specialized knowledge: anom­
alies in the continental-drift theory of 
modern geology. Unfortunately, those 
who would profit most from this book 
— geologists — are unlikely to see it. 
Too bad; this is a book that both 
scientists and Forteans will find infor­
mative and useful. — Gordon Stein.

MONSTER WRECKS OF LOCH 
NESS AND LAKE CHAMPLAIN by 
Joseph W. Zarzynski, M-Z Informa­
tion, Box 2129, Wilton, N.Y. 12866, 
1986,111 pages, $9.95, paperback.

In Monster Wrecks of Loch Ness and 
Lake Champlain Joseph Zarzynski has 
assembled a potpourri of nearly 30 
accounts of sunken artifacts and related 
tales connected with these two pur­
portedly monster-haunted lakes. In a 
sense, then, this book is a sequel to his 
earlier Champ — Beyond the Legend 
(reviewed in February 1985 Fate) which 
recounted his monster hunts at Lake 
Champlain.

Divided into nine sections — on 
shipwrecks, downed aircraft, monsters, 
zoological oddities, mystery vessels and 
other matters — the book offers mostly 
all-too-sketchy accounts. The 29 “chap­
ters” range from single-page accounts of 
an attempted firebombing of a Loch 
Ness research vessel and a brief histori­
cal note of a 1775 Lake Champlain 
sailing ship named Lake Monster to 
somewhat longer accounts of such 
events as the discovery of a nearly-intact 

Wellington bomber in Loch Ness and 
“Nessie’s Movie Double.”

The Wellington discovery — of im­
mense significance to British aviation 
buffs because only one other of the 
nearly 12,000 World War Il-era Welling­
tons exists today — will remain, pending 
discovery of a Loch Ness monster, the 
most significant find made by the Loch’s 
monster hunters. It also clearly demon­
strated the value of side-scan sonar for 
detecting underwater objects. Zarzynski 
and his co-workers have themselves 
located several wrecked ships in the 
waters of Lake Champlain.

One chapter gives a possible solution 
to the circular formations of stones 
discovered in Loch Ness. Are they rem­
nants of a Stonehenge-like formation? 
Probably not. Most likely they are 
rocks “dredged from the nearby River 
Ness” and dumped from barges during 
“construction of the [Loch Ness] canal.” 

Another chapter deals with the full- 
sized monster model built for the 1969 
Billy Wilder film The Private Life of 
Sherlock Holmes wherein a Victorian 
submarine was disguised as the monster 
to fool spies. During filming the “mon­
ster” sprang a leak and sank. Because of 
high salvage costs it was left to rest on 
the Loch bottom.

Monster Wrecks has other interesting 
tidbits of lake lore in it — did you know 
that blimps, autogyros and minisub­
marines have all been used in hunting 
the Ness monsters? — but the accounts 
are frustratingly sketchy. I’m sure that 
in compiling this book Zarzynski ac­
quired much more information than is 
here. The bibliography certainly sug­
gests so. Unfortunately he’s given us far 
too little flesh on the bones of his 
accounts. — George W. Earley.



— REPORT FROM THE —

READERS
These columns of FATE are sef aside each month for your comments. Send your opinion 
of articles and stories of rmusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., 
Highland Park, Ill. 60035

GRAND DECEPTION
Jerome Clark’s four-part series “UFO 

Crashes” (January-April 1988 Fate) 
represents probably the most disclosive 
presentation of such information to 
date in an American mass-circulation 
publication. I applaud his courage. 
While starting out with a good summary 
of material familiar to those who have 
followed the subject over the years, as 
the topic developed Clark seemed to be 
heading in the direction of debunking 
the whole thing — until Part IV. Then 
he dropped several unexpected bombs 
in succession.

Despite the welcome exposition of 
new “facts,” I could not gather what he 
personally feels about these current 
developments. How confident is he of 
what he has reported? I do know that a 
paradigm that includes living, captive 
but cooperative EBEs and warehouses 
full of stashed hardware runs complete­
ly counter to the way that Mr. Clark was 
thinking and writing about the subject 
two decades ago. At that time he posited 
with others, such as John Keel, Scott 
Rogo and Jacques Vallee, a psychologi­
cal/ psychotronic, even “magonial,” but 

certainly nonextraterrestrial, basis for 
the UFO mystery. He is generally cred­
ited with the coinage “The Phenome­
non” as a term for the whole range of 
UFO activity that is in better keeping 
with our lack of knowledge and under­
standing of the subject. I would certain­
ly like to know how Mr. Clark now 
reconciles this apparent dichotomy. Or 
perhaps there is no contradiction in his 
mind.

In her excellent recent book The 
UFO Conspiracy—The First Forty 
Years Jenny Randles discusses the pos­
sible existence of an "education pro­
gram” in which more of the fabric of the 
UFO mystery’s nature is being gradually 
and deliberately released to the general 
public. Are the disclosures in Mr. 
Clark’s articles, along with the recent 
revelation of MJ-12 papers by several 
sources, part of that program? Or are 
they only more examples of the “trick­
ster” output of The Phenomenon, de­
signed to deceive and further misdirect?

If there is a conspiracy to conceal the 
true nature and meaning of the UFO 
phenomenon of the worldwide extent 
implied by many critics, this amounts to

111



112 FATE

4%* high, $10.50 
Plus P/H: $2.00 U.S.: $3.50 for foreign.

7" high, $15.95
Plus P/H: $3.00 U.S.; $5.00 foreign.

HORNED 
WONDER

Order now Jrom:
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

The greatest book on the 
greatest of lost lands...

ATLANTIS
The Antediluvian World

THE CLASSIC ILLUSTRATED 
EDITION OF 1882

This is the first and most popular of all books on 
Atlantis — the book that sparked the whole mod­
ern cult of the marvelous lost continent, first des­
cribed by Plato more than 2,000 years ago.

Author Ignatius Donnelly, a scholar who served 
eight years as a Congressman, conducted long and 
intensive research for proof of Plato’s account. He 
concluded that before it sank beneath the waves 
Atlantis was a major power, boasted immense 
wealth and magnificent buildings; and colonized 
Egypt and South America. His enthralling book 
recreates the world of Atlantis — its gods and 
rulers, its daily life, its catastrophic wars and its 
ultimate destruction. Rich in information on the 
history and mythology of the ancient world, this 
prodigious work is an important reference for 
modern research on Atlantis. 490 pages, hard-

Only $10.95
Plus P/H $1.50 U.S.A.: $2.50 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

a “freemasonry of the Phenomenon.” 
What qualifies the members of this 
insider group to act as the self-appointed 
guardians of this information? Surely 
not that they are employed by a national 
government. I am certain that there are 
many “outsiders” who have studied and 
mused, perhaps for more than 40 years, 
on what can be known about this sub­
ject and may, in fact, be better qualified 
to deal with it than many who conspire 
against the public. It is time that this 
most audacious conspiracy be broken. 
—Robert Benedict, Ridgefield, Conn.

Clark’s article seems to have brought 
out about all that can be learned today 
without access to classified material, 
which might not reveal anything fur­
ther. But additional information might 
be just as important to our national 
security today and in the future as it was 
in 1947. Those of us not privy to our 
own defense secrets and those of other 
nations cannot judge the potential value 
or risks entailed in the possession of 
certain kinds of knowledge.

Most scientific discoveries have been 
used by somebody to wage war against 
others and much science has been 
funded by governments in order to 
acquire unique information that might 
be of future value. We might as well 
accept the fact that the history of the 
world has been one of high competition. 
This condition is not likely to change 
much in the future.

Whether we want to attribute the 
U.S. and Soviet space race to early UFO 
reports and findings or simply a con­
tinuation of plans by German scientists 
eager to carry on after the defeat of 
Hitler, the fact remains that now Amer­
ican and Soviet devices do lie on the
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surface of the moon. The Viking project 
produced a soft landing on Mars. We 
have demonstrated that interplanetary 
travel is possible for us though it may 
not be by the same kind of propulsion 
systems or devices reported. Who 
knows what the future may bring?—Ed 
Ramaley, Denver, Colo.

THE NEXT DIMENSION
The December issue of FATE is in my 

hands and this is just a note to try to 
express my appreciation for the honor 
you have given my late husband Harold 
for that fine writeup. I am sure he is 
aware of it in this next dimension. We 
have had so much evidence of its 
presence.

Perhaps one of the most meaningful 
to me was when my brother Larry, who 
had passed away only four days before, 

suddenly “appeared” to Harold at eight 
o’clock one bright sunny morning. 
Harold and I were rushing to get into 
town on an errand with not the faintest 
thought of this brother; he had passed 
away in Michigan, was cremated and 
had no funeral.

Harold felt his totally unexpected 
presence and said, “Hello, Larry!”

Larry responded in complete surprise, 
“Oh, you heard me!” Evidently he had 
been trying to reach others without 
success. But he continued saying, “Har­
old, you were right about life after 
death.” (1 must add here that we had 
had some debates on the subject. He 
and his wife were Unitarians.)

Larry then mentioned the family 
members he had met and gave us a 
message for his wife with facts we had 
not known and later proved correct.

CERIDWEN
CELTIC CLAIRVOYANT AND SEER

■Ив* Readings and traditional potent workings and spells. Knowledge of the
future combined with direct occult assistance. Mind, body and spirit 
understood. I am an experienced occultist and my powers and ancient 
secrets are at your disposal. There is no need to struggle alone, let me 
change your entire life for you.

For a postal reading send me a small photo (returnable! or a small lock of 
hair, plus date ot birth Ask as mans questions as sou wish and slate the nature 

^^B ol your problem or desires. I shall send you a lengths (several pages) reply,
personally written (prompt air mail response), plus much more for $30.

Workings/ spells for love. Finances, business problems, health or emotional concerns. $30. Send lock 
of hair or photo.
"Frighteningly accurate." Mr. J.. London.
"I shudder to think what would have become of me if I 

writing to you.” P.M.. Millon Kernes. England.

finances and the gain in my personal life." Miss C..

“The sadness of the past is gone, thanks to your help 
and support." A.A. Devon. England.

These are just a few of the many letters I have received. Mine is a strictly confidential, friendly service, 
and all replies are under plain cover. Send $30 cash or International Money Order (or £20 cash sterling, 
or £20 International Money Order) to:

CERIDWEN GWYNNE-JAMES
BIRCH GROVE, PONTWELI, LLANOYSSUL, DYFED

WALES. U.K. SA44 4RR.



PERSONAL SERVICES
Are you offering astrology, numerology or card 
readings; answering questions or giving advice; or
furnishing some other form of direct personal contact
by mail with FATE readers? If so, you qualify for

Ó KRISTEN FRENCH 
tójf Psychometry Readlaga $25 
№S Saad perioaal item 
ИР (Will be returned) S.A.S.E

KRISTEN FRENCH
JHk P. 0. Box 365

Fanwood, N. J. 07023

—TRUXTON CRAIG 
f RENOWNED ASTROLOGER

Offers your Natal Chart, $0.25 (pstg.)
V À « With Interpretation. $10.00 ppd. 

Plus Transits (future). $15.00 ppd. 
gm ц Sen(j birth data.
■A A TRUXTON CRAIG

P.O. Box 51943, San Jose, C A 95121

St. Madonna’s Temple of Light
■ . 5 Questiona Answered

In-depth Trance Reading. $10 
Cn Cassette Tape. $20 

Send stamped selt-addressed 
V envelope birthdate and photo

REV. JENNIE EASTERLING 
SOO Cook Blvd.

- Bradley, IL 00015

NOTED SOUTHERN SEER
Psychometrlst • Channel 

■ Palmist-Reader
«Answers 5 queM.om $10

Aura Reading & Portrait ... $25
Past l ife Reading............... $35

■ ' Send photo and birthdate.
RICHARD BLACK

P.O. Box 326, Slidell, LA 70459

YOUR MONEY BACK 
IF MY PREDICTIONS 

DON’T HAPPEN!

ANN FISHER
L Answers 5 questions, $10.00
A.Г ■ Aura Reading, $20.00
■А Past Lite Reading. $25.00

Send Photo and Birthdate
ANN FISHER

75 Willett St., Albany, NY 12210

: ez? •:
Tarot Master & Numerologist 

Predicts Your 12-Month Future 
For Only $12.00

AND PERSONALLY ANSWERS 
ANY QUESTIONS YOU ASK. 

ABSOLUTELY FREE!
Send: FULL NAME AT BIRTH — FULL 
BIRTHDATE - BIRTH PLACE - $12.00. 
Allow 3-week delivery. (Canada & Overseas: 
Money Order, U.S. Funds)

To: JULIEN — P.O. BOX 594-FT 
Idyllwild, California 92349

 YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED FREE!

jfcM. ADVERTISED

ГАТЕ!
FATE reaches more readers than any other 

I magazine in its field! If your offer is of interest to 
' readers in this field. FATE can be more 

profitable — and at a lower cost-per-lhousand. 
i Ask for ad rates today!

FATE Magazine - Adv. Dept.
500 Hyacinth Place 

Highland Park, IL 60035



PERSONAL SERVICES
the special rates on display advertising in this popular 
section. Write for rate information: Advertising Dept., 
FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, 
Ill., 60035. Or phone: (312) 433-8100.

Í1
ADDISON

NOTED PSYCHOMETRIST
Answers 5 questions .. .$10.00
Aura Reading.............. $20.00
Numerology Reading .. .$20.00 

Send photo & birthdate.
ADDISON, Box 358 

Rensselaer, NY 12144

DREAM ANALYST
Will interpret your dream messages, 

answers, future! 
Send $5 and details of dreams to.

ROUVAN 
POB 1345 

Alhambra, CA 91802-1345

BOBBI - VAN 
PERSONAL 
LIFE 
CONSULTANT

Bad luck - Bad vibes - Negative Thinking - 
Destiny - Karma - Fate? Discover your uni­
que place in the universe while mastering 
these forces and turning them into enlight­
enment and positive energy. Your very own 
astrological link to the "NEW AGE" is the 
key. Change your life now and forever. 
Complete free information write:
B.V.I., Box 585A, New York, NY 104M. 
Phone: (212) 601-3025.

“PSYCHIC ATTACKS” 
CAN BE STOPPED

IS IT TRUE LOVE?
Is this the love of your life? Is it good enough for 

marriage? What is missing to keep you from being 
happy together? I will tell you the vital points ot

Dr. Brian Seabrook, D.D. believes 
that all who seek the truth about life are 
free to attract what they need and want. 
Many are amazed at the higher insight 
which he gives in detailed Readings. He 
frankly discusses love relationships, 
money goals, and how to clear conflicting 
conditions for a prosperous life.

Thoroughly trained in witchcraft, mag­
ic and earth powers, he uses the Christ 
Light in Healing Prayer.

Write for free information.

Dr. Brian Seabrook, D.D.
P.O. Box 31129 

Phoenix, AZ 85046 USA

P.O. Box 3893-FT2 BIORHYTHM
Chatsworth, CA 91313 COMPATIBILITY

□ Enclosed is $19 for an INDEPTH
COMPATIBILITY (2 birthdates: month, day. year)

You may ask one question about your relationship 
with your order. I will answer if I can.

□ Send your self-addressed stamped envelope 
for a FREE newsletter on the famous.

non-famous.

City/State/Zip _________________________
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CLASSIFIEDS
Order Form

FATE Magazine
3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035

1 submit the Classified ad below under the 
conditions stated in the Classified heading on 
page 117.

The whole episode was so completely 
unexpected at that time that it made a 
deep and lasting impression on me. 
Larry has never returned. I think he 
feels he got his message across. But the 
fact that he was surprised that Harold 
heard him speak indicates how often 
those who have gone on may be trying 
to be heard and we are not aware of 
them.

Again, thank you so much for send­
ing Harold so honorably on his way.— 
Martha Sherman, Mountain View, Ark.

I enclose $________ for_________ words [
at the rates checked: □ $1.40 per word, one

I time; □ $1.35 per word, 3 times; □ $1.30 per , 
I word, 6 times; □ $1.25 per word. 9 times; □ |
I $1.20 per word, 12 times. Bold face available, | 
I $3.00 per word, per insertion. |

Name

Address

City State Zip

AUTHOR LEAVES LEGACY
Some time between the afternoon 

hours of April 4 and April 5, 1988, 
American author Barbara Elizabeth 
Linington passed on. Miss Linington, 
who wrote novels under her own name 
Elizabeth Linington, as well as the pen 
names Dell Shannon and Lesley Egan, 
was a longtime subscriber to Fate. 
Although none of her works dealt 
directly with occult or psychic matters, 
several of her mystery-detection novels, 
published under the pen name Lesley 
Egan, accurately incorporated the use 
of psychic material, such as seances and 
scrying.

Miss Linington was primarily a 
crafter of historical novels but is well- 
known to many as “the queen of police 
procedurals.” She was, however, inter­
ested in such phenomena as reincarna­
tion, telepathy and extrasensory per­
ception.

An avid reader of Fate, she appreci­
ated its policy of publishing material in 
an open, accurate and nonjudgmental 
way. Barbara Elizabeth Linington has 
left a legacy of great pleasure for future 
generations in her works of fiction. For 

(Continued on page 128)



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Classifieds are subject to approval and editing. Rates per word are $1.40 one time; $1.35 three times; $1 .X six times; 
$1.25 nine times; $1.2012 times. Payment must accompany order and may be made monthly, prior to closing, on series 
insertions. Classifieds are noncommissionable. First few words of copy only are capitalized. Bold face type $3.00 per 
word, per insertion. Include name and address in word count. Zip code is free. Advertisers are required to submit 
samples of literature, samples or descriptions of products, and information on qualifications to perform a service. 
Classified columns close on the 5th of each month for issues dated three months later, on sale two months later. Send 
orders to. Advertising Dept., FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035.

ANGELS
GUARDIAN ANGELS—Amazing evi­
dence! Deathbed escorts, supernatural res­
cues, spirit armies, more! Details: Mamre, 
1301-N Sherwood, Oxford, AL 36203

ANCIENT TEACHINGS
“COSMIC GOOD LUCK.” Discover mys­
terious secrets of winning money, lotteries, 
sweepstakes, bingo. Send SI.00. — Maya- 
house, Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

LEARN ANCIENT Egyptian secrets! Excit­
ing new course. Prospectus, $1.00 — UEA, 
Box 90062, San Diego, CA 92109

THE CHURCH OF LIGHT Hermetic Cor­
respondence Course in Astrology, Alchemy, 
Magic, Tarot, Numerology. Free literature. 
— Dept. F, P.O. Box 76862, L.A., CA 90076.

“POWER OF ZEUS!” $2 00-Moltis, PO 
Box 3646, Manchester, NH 03105

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof 
Flavius Josephus created fictional Jesus, 
authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00. 
-Abelard, Box 5652-M, Kent, WA 98064

ASTROLOGY
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 
Your natal chart and report, $10. Include 
birth time, date & place.—Perspectives, Box 
8721, Corpus Christi, TX 78468

FREE MONTHLY HOROSCOPES! SASE 
to Wagdel, Box 43086, Maryland Heights, 
MO 63043

GET HELP WITH ANY PROBLEM from 
famed astrologer Russ Durocher. Send ques­
tions, birth date, birth time, birthplace, and 
$15.00 to Russ Durocher, Box 118, Rindge, 
NH 03461

PERSONAL COMPUTER ACCURATE 
horoscope, $ 12. Send birth date, time, place, 
$1.00 s/h with payment to Personal Astro 
Services, Dept. 2, 128 Jade, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78409. Write for other reports and prices 
for charts.

COMPLETE ASTROLOGICAL Profile 
includes natal birth chart, progressed chart, 
comprehensive natal report which describes 
individual personality in depth. Daily as­
trological forecasts on health, relationships, 
finances, career, etc.—3 months, $15.95; 6 
months, $21.95. Date(s) of birth to Jodi B., 
Suite 156, P.O. Box 6020, Spring, TX 77391. 
Will help guide you in your life or money 
back within 30 days.

ASTROLOGY READINGS. Send high- 
quality blank cassette tape, birth date/time/ 
place, $11.00.—Nonprofit Astrologers Net­
work, 1344 High #i-FA, Denver, CO 80218

SECRETS divulged in your personal Celes­
tial Dossier (TM). A voluminous work based 
on your birth date. Chartwheel suitable for 
framing. Includes calendar forecast on cas­
sette; send questions. Replies confidential. 
$50 postpaid. — Regulus 7, P.O. Box 1452, 
Mariposa, CA 95338

PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGICAL 
SERVICE, accuracy guaranteed. Natal 
(birth). Progressed, 1-year Forecast, Com­
parison of Friends/Lovers. All with com­
plete and detailed interpretations. $10 each 
or any 3 for $25. Chart only (no interpreta­
tion), $2.50. Send birth information. — 
Serena, 155 East “C” Street, Suite D-205, 
Dept. D, Upland, CA 91786

HOROSCOPE-OPPORTUNITY to under­
stand your “inborn cosmic energies.” Ten- 
page interpretation plus hand-drawn chart. 
Send $9.60 and birth date, time and place to: 
Laras, P.O. Box 501047, Indianapolis, IN 
46250
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BIORHYTHM
COMPUTERIZED BIO-CHART, send 
your birth date and $5.00/year or $.50/ 
month to: D&J Enterprises, P.O. Box 1283, 
Placentia, CA 92670

BIORHYTHM CALENDAR, computer 
generated, 26-page monthly forecasting chart 
with legend, $9.95. Free calendar with every 
four ordered. Send name, birth and starting 
date to: Gem-Air, Dept. F-9, P.O. Box 
801661, Dallas, TX 75380. For free info, 
send SASE.

BOOKS-FOLIOS
NASA LEVITATION TECH PAPERS. 
Diagrams, charts, schematics, photos. $2 
catalog.—Delta Spectrum Research, Inc., 
4810-F Airport Rd., Colorado Springs, CO 
80916

TALK TO GHOSTS. A how-to book 
created in one of the most activated houses in 
the U.S., as documented by FR “Nick” 
Nocerino, renowned investigative parapsy­
chologist. Send SASE for free explanatory 
brochure or $16.95 for book postpaid.— 
Ghost Talk, P.O. Box 8580, Stockton, CA 
95208

SWEDENBORG’S Heaven and Hell, $6.00,
Divine Providence, $2.00.—Bowman Brac­
kin, 4919 18 Ave. S., Mpls., MN 55417

BE A MENTAL GIANT! Conquer fear, 
tension, inertia, loneliness. Send for catalog 
& receive our $10 book free! Send $ 1. p/ h to: 
Catalog, P.O. Box 2475, Pomona, CA 91769

BIBLE SUPPORTS PRO-CHOICE. Amaz­
ing report with references. $5. Allow 8 weeks 
delivery.—JTR-A Publishing, DeSoto, IL 
62924-0526

CRYSTAL COSMOS CONNECTIONS, 
second edition, 151 pages: The Crystal 
Directory. $17.95 postpaid to: Foothills, 
Box 10432, Denver, CO 80210-6719

MAGNETIC HEALING, Book by Buryi 
Payne, physicist/psychologist. $7. Gives 
background, technical details, diagnostic 
techniques, references. Pulsed magnetic field 
instruments also available.—PsychoPhysics 
Labs, 214 Mott, Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

HOW TO START your own profitable 
religion.—TARUK, Forest City, 1A 50436— 
0013

HEALING HANDBOOK, $2.50. Art of 
Relaxation: P-E-M System, $6.50. Tao 
Books. Guaranteed. — P.O. Box 40, (S), 
Toronto, Canada M5M 3Y0

THEOSOPHICAL BOOKS & papers.
SASE - M-793, Road 7, Napoleon, OH 
43545

STARSEED BOOKSHOP - specializing 
in metaphysical books. Book search avail­
able. Send SASE with requests. Catalog, 
$3.00. - P.O. Box 486F, Whitmore Lake, 
MI 48189

ANCIENT WONDERS! Travel back in 
time with the fascinating book “The First 
Cities.” Visit the urban centers that arose in 
Iraq, Egypt, India, Thailand. Their marve­
lous accomplishments in architecture, art, 
writing, and laws come to life in spellbinding 
pictures and text. A DeLuxe Time-Life Edi­
tion, hardcover, 9x10 size, $11.95 each, plus 
postage-handling $1.50 U.S., $2.50 foreign. 
— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, High­
land Park, IL 60035

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychometry! 
Alexr. Verner’s book tells how you can 
Echometrize objects to reveal valuable 

>rmation you need for success. Send 
$2.95.—META, Box 6064PS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

ATTENTION BOOK READERS and col­
lectors! Ninth House has hundreds of hard to 
find, classics, the unusual, modem romance, 
historical, horror, new age and metaphysical 
books. We guarantee fast, reliable service or 
your money back! Checks same as cash. 
Send $3.00 for large catalog to: Ninth House, 
5515 N. 7th St., Ste. 5-17OF, Phoenix, AZ 
85014

FORBIDDEN TRUTHS exposed that 
churches hide. Free information. Send 
SASE. — Don Murphy, 5505 Indian River 
Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23464

WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY, occult 
books. Catalog, $2.00, refundable with 
order. — Mooonrise, Box 405, Buffalo, NY 
14205
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OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035-F 
Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: "Man 
Know Thyself." “Be Thy Real Self,” “Medi­
tation and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. —Magi Center, Box 1166, 
Paradise, CA 95969

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95 
— META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, 
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical 
course pursuing the world beyond the 5 
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism, 
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari­
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large 
format, soft bound. $11.95 + $2.00 U.S. and 
$3.50 foreign p/h. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner’s per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. —META, Box 
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog 
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita­
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which ap­
plies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (Future). 
Discover who you were—what you did in 
past lives. Simple, safe, effective technique. 
Send $5.95—META, Box 6064ST, Long 
Island City, NY 11106

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed. 
-META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

RUDOLF STEINER'S BOOKS on spiritual 
science, reincarnation, meditation, karma, 
medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free catalog. 
— Anthroposophic Press, Bell’s Pond, Suite 
20, Star Rt., Hudson, NY 12534

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
START YOUR OWN money-making busi­
ness. Tips that will get you started. A pair of 
earrings free. Send $5.00.—V. Adkins, 160 
Warburton Ave., Dept. 10, Yonkers, 10701 
New York

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE to receive 100 
letters a day each containing a dollar? Copy 
of the plan plus six formulas, $1.00. Rush a 
dollar in cash plus SASE to: MD&M 
Acknowledge, Inc., P.O. Box 882888, S.F., 
CA 94188 

“HOW TO OPEN Your Own Occult Book­
store.” 39-page report. $11.00 to Jim Bardon, 
1344 High #1-FA, Denver, CO 80218

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, 
simple, portable. Free details. — Bumper, 
POB 22791 (NC), Tampa, FL 33622

CABALAH
ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. 
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA93116

CRYSTALS
CRYSTALS FROM MADAGASCAR. 
High quality, very unique. For information 
please send $2.00 handling fee to: KWF 
Services, P.O. Box 5373, Englewood, NJ 
07631-2373

QUARTZ CRYSTALS, gemstones, balls, 
pyramids, jewelry, books. Free catalog. — 
Crystal Age, Box 32061, Chicago, IL 60632
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CRYSTALS
GENUINE GEMSTONE JEWELRY for 
healing, creativity, or just for fun! Brochure 
$1.00. Sample gemstone beads, $2.00 — 
Wish Upon A Star, 9724-FS Cedarvale, 
Arlington, WA 98223-8607

“CRYSTALSIONICS: THE NEW AGE 
Technology” An innovative “how-to” book 
on crystals and psionic energy devices. Ex­
plore the possibilities of selfhealing, rejuvena­
tion, accelerated self transformation, etc. 
using easily constructed crystal energy am­
plifiers. New material. Original designs. 
Deluxe, illustrated hardcover edition. $19.95 
61us $2.00 postage.—Inspiral Technologies, 

ox 309, Ellsworth, WI 54011

CRYSTALS — Natural Arkansas crystals 
for psychic development. Money back guar­
antee. $5 each. — Psychic Development 
Association, Box 1393-FC, New Bern, NC 
28560

FOOTHILLS QUARTZ CRYSTAL, jewel­
ry, books, more! Catalog: Box 10432, Den­
ver, CO 80210. We have scepters!

GEM-LIKE CRYSTAL EARRINGS! At­
tract instant attention wearing these gor­
geous 32% lead crystal earrings with facets of 
glittering brilliance. Three styles for pierced 
ears: 11 mm teardrop-shaped crystals on gold- 
tone kidney wires, 4mm round-shaped studs 
on posts or 6mm round-shaped studs on 
posts. Expensive looking, but only $7.95 plus 
$1.25 pl h each pair. Please be sure to specify 
stylefs) of your choice.—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

DOWSING
ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Complete cata­
log. Step-by-step instructional books, 55 
minute VHS and Beta video cassettes, dows­
ing devices, pendulums, swing-rods, original 
Cameron Aurameter, world’s most sensitive 
dowsing device, for all your remote locating 
needs. — Life Understanding Foundation, 
Box 30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

NO REPLY from an advertiser? Keep your 
mail orders from being “unanswered” or 
“lost.” Clearly PRINT your name, address 
and Zip code on your order or letter, as well 
as on your envelope.

DRAGONS
CELEBRATE 1988: Magic Year of the 
Dragon. Choose from the greatest selection 
of dragons. Sculptures, T-shirts, stationary, 
rubber stamps, and more. Holographic 
sticker and 20-page dragon catalog, $2.00.— 
Dancing Dragon Designs, F-2, 1881 Field­
brook, Arcata, CA 95521

DREAMS
YOUR DREAMS have meaning and impor­
tance. Book unlocks their secrets. $4.00 — 
Piedmont Press, (F6), Box 17455, Portland, 
OR 97217

ENERGY
ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A life 
energy charging device invented by Wilhelm 
Reich MD. For experimental use only. 
Multi-Wave Oscillator: A high voltage Tesla 
coil device invented by Georges Lakhovsky. 
Info pack $5.00 (refund with order).—Super 
Science, Dept. F, P.O. Box 392, Dayton, OH 
45409

SUPER BLUE GREEN (TM) ALGAE - 
Products and prices. — Bliss Consulting, 
1111 North Main, #161, Santa Ana, CA 
92701

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS
COMPREHENSIVE HANDWRITING 
analysis. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send sam­
ple page, $12.50: Joseph Brooks, 19 Sherrill 
Lane, New Hartford, NY 13413

HEALTH

HERBAL BATH to cleanse evil/negative 
vibes—$12.00.—C. Bell, Box 569, Mt. 
Vernon, NY 10550 

LIVE 200 YEARS? 1893 suppressed health 
discoveries revealed. Educational 16-page 
report. $10.00, tax-deductible. — MA1HA, 
Bonnderdale, AR 71933

DISCOVER HOMEOPATHY FOR FREE! 
Free catalog of books, tapes, medicines. 
SASE to: Homeopathic Educational Ser­
vices, 2I24Z Kittredge, Berkeley, CA 94704 
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THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita 
Floruni flower essence. Helps direct con­
sciousness into calm, unitive, constructive 
states of being and awareness — Vita Flo- 
rum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, M5W 1A2 
Canada

HYPNOSIS
HYPNOTISM INVENTORY SELLOUT. 
Discounts.—Zoist, Box 304, Miami Springs, 
FL 33266

REGISTERED HYPNOTISTS can earn 
terrific income! Home study course on 10 
cassettes teaches you at your speed. Course 
and diploma, $79.96. Free details. — 
Janssen, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 89507-9907

INSTRUCTION
LEARN HOW TO make your affirmations 
work. $7 ppd.—Upstat, P.O. Box 1413FI, 
Riverside, CA 92501

WANTED TO PURCHASE: Complete 
course of Hugh G. Carruthers Foundation.— 
SSI, 16207 Del Norte, Poway, CA 92064

TRUTH, select minds, test. $2, SASE. — 
Ba’aten, 13631 6700, Montrose, CO 81401

MYSTERIOUS FORCES and ancient psy­
chic teachings revealed for the first time by 
the secret Order of Law-One. Write for free 
information: Order of Law-One, Box 163, 
Newport, MI 48166

HELP YOURSELF TO SUCCESS. Learn 
Tarot, Numerology at home with personal 
attention of your teacher. Free information. 
— Lioux Astro Center, 117 Wesley, Capi­
tola, CA 95010. 408-475-1952.

HUMAN MINDS ANONYMOUS. All 
humans think. It’s what you do best. Now 
forming a Synergetic Think Tank network 
that may bring our best to solving omni­
earth crisis. No preconceived bias. Delphi 
techniques used. Details-startup send $5.00 
to: HMA Foundation, Box 661, Strasburg, 
CO 80136

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free information. — Growth, 
Dept. 812-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, 
CA 91356

DEGREES IN PARAPSYCHOLOGY, 
Hypnotherapy, Medical Nutrition and many 
other fields. Bachelor's, Master’s, and Doc­
torates through home study. Send $2.00 for 
catalog to: St. John’s University 31916 (F) 
Pat’s Lane, Springfield, LA 70462

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings 
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift 
Set.” Ideal for beginners and advanced stu­
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full 
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large 
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $21.95 plus $3.50 
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

YOU SUPPORT “FATE” when you buy 
from the ads in its pages.

MAGAZINES
PSYCHIC PRESS NEWSPAPER: Sub­
scription, $10.00. Aura, Numerology, Medi­
tation Kits, $8.00 each; buy two, third half- 
price. Teach yourself without expensive 
courses.—Box 1745, Jensen Beach, FL 
34958-1745

INTERESTED IN UFOS? At last! A con­
sistently scientific source of information. 
Write: Phillip Robertson, 963 Jefferson 
Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92410

INNER VOICE JOURNAL, channeled com­
munications. $3.00/sample, $12.00/year. 
“Your Personal Power,” revealing channeled 
report, $2.00.—Jean Danielsen, 701 Phea­
sant, McHenry, IL 60050

THE INNER MIND SPEAKS: Gain new 
life perspectives! Read the humorous but 
Profound bimonthly new age newsletter. 

10/yr., $2/sample copy.—Lord Phil, Box
3, Dept. C, Millburn, NJ 07041

INTUITIVE EXPLORATIONS—Soul­
mates, Bible study, scams, controversy, ideas. 
$12/year. Sample $2.00.—Box 561, Quincy, 
IL 62306-0561

THE INNER MIND SPEAKS: New Age 
metaphysics, dynamite art, commonly-sen- 
sible philosophy, channeled information. 
Bimonthly newsletter, $10/yr. — Lord Phil, 
Box 3, Dept. C, Millbum, NJ 07041
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MAGAZINES
DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and or­
ganizes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for 
your library for only $8.95 each plus $2.50 
each postage-handling. — FATE Magazine, 
3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035

TOTAL ECLIPSE - Illustrated journal of 
occult, bizarre, unusual. $ 1 sample, $ 10 year. 
- P.O. Box 1055, Suisun, CA 94585

“REVELATIONS OF AWARENESS" 
Cosmic Newsletter. Astonishing channel­
ings! Trial copy free! — Cosmic Awareness, 
Box 115-H, Olympia, WA 98507

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
Spiritualist newspaper—world’s largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London 
WC2H 9LW England.

FREE SUBSCRIPTION to over 100 maga­
zines. Send $2.00. — Kaviani, Box 3751, 
Vancouver, BC V6B 3Z1 Canada

MISCELLANEOUS
EUROPEAN PSYCHIC DIET. Shed 
weight through sheer willpower. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Send check or money order for 
$5.00 to: World Imports, 16783 Beach Blvd., 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

SYLVIA THE WITCH’S “Develop Your 
Psychic Powers"tape. VHS or Beta. $29.95.— 
Box 30581, Portland, OR 97230

CELEBRATE THE MYSTERIES of the
Northern Gods.—The Troth, P.O. Box 
18812, Austin, TX 78760

CAT LOVERS’bimonthly newsletter. Enter­
taining. Informative. LoCs. $10.00 year. — 
“Kitty Litterature,” 614 Third, Manchester, 
GA 31816

ANY LOANS owed to Richard Harry Davis 
before his death may now be returned with 
no questions asked.

HOURS AFTER DEATH. Narrative by 
experienced usher-guide. Channeled. $4.00. 
— Phil Hastings, 874 North Park, Pomona, 
CA 91768

EARTHQUAKE DATES, other amazing 
predictions. Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. — F. Nolan, 2300 Fairview #Y- 
207, Costa Mesa, CA 92626

ESP TEST: Think of a number from 1 to 99. 
Send it with a long SASE for results and free 
gift. — Merlin, P.O. Box 1452, Mariposa, 
CA 95338

OVERCOME ALL that needs to be over­
come. New secrets of life channeled by Elion. 
$3.95. — Corsiatto, Box 21, Farmingdale, 
NY 11735

WITCHES LOVE SPELL KIT. Let the 
powerful wisdom of the ages bring that 
special love one into your life. $3.00. — 
Mystical Twins, P.O. Box 103, Valhalla, NY 
10595

DO YOU LONG FOR PEACE? Find it 
within yourself through Christian medita­
tion. For free information write: Universal 
Life, The Inner Religion, P.O. Box 5053, 
New Haven, CT 06525

TODAYS TRUTH by Revelations. Write:
C.H., P.O. Box 29882, Louisville, KY 
40229-0882

MUSIC
EXQUISITE HARP MUSIC: by Joel An­
drews. For healing and meditation. Free 
catalog.—Golden Harp, P.O. Box 335, Ben 
Lomond, CA 95005

NUMEROLOGY
LOTTO LOGIC. SASE required.—Box 
51943, San Jose, CA 95121

SEEKERS -CONNECTwith others! Free FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often! 
information. — Dimensions, Box 251-F, Send birth date, SASE. — Mystic, Box 2009- 
The Dalles, OR 97058-0251 F, Jamestown, NC 27282
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OAHSPE
KOSMON VOICE: $14.00 year; samples 
$2.00. - P.O. Box 664, Salt Lake City, UT 
84110-0664

OCCULT
WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Please 
use wisely. Absolutely guaranteed. $7.00. — 
Doll, Box 8348, Dept. FC-42, Albuquerque, 
NM 87198

PALMISTRY
READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry 
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic 
know-how of palm reading. Devised by 
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that 
explores the future. $13.95 plus $1.50 post- 
age-handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

PALM READING BY MAIL. Make photo­
copies of both of your palms and send them 
to me. $10 full reading, $15 past life reading 
(for past life you must also include a photo­
graph of yourself). With either reading 1 will 
answer one question. — Papa Rey, 7311 
Bellerive, Suite 166, Houston, TX 77036

PARASCIENCE
RADIONIC RADIESTHES1A psychic re­
search catalog. $2.00. — PsiTech, P.O. Box 
29IF, Wadsworth, IL 60083

PERSONAL
SACHEM MASTER will cast mysterious 
rite in your favor. Send me your wish.— 
Raphiel, Box 470815, Ft. Worth, TX 76147

EVIL SPIRITS. Truth. SASE large.-Ruth, 
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206-3518

TAROT READINGS by mail. One ques­
tion, $5.00. Three questions, $10.00. Full 
reading, $25.00.—Write M. Escalet, 13 
Fletcher St., Kennebunk, ME 04043

SYLVIA THE WITCH. Known as the most 
powerful in existence. Tell me what you 
want. I will cast a spell for you. $10.00. Third 
spell free. Join my secret coven, $19.00.— 
Box 30581, Portland, OR 97230

BEHOLD! THE LIGHT. Automatic writing 
through Lanzz, Christian Messenger.— 
SASE.—Lanzz, P.O. Box 5531-F, Austin, 
TX 78763

ASTONISHING INSIGHTS into your 
problems. Include birth data. Three ques­
tions, $30.00.—Ruth, 5053 Ocean Blvd., Box 
119, Sarasota, FL 34242

EVERLASTING LIFE GUARANTEED!
Scientific proof.—TARUK, Forest City, 1A 
50436-0013

TELEPHONE READINGS—$10.00. (217) 
222-9082. Ethical. Experienced. Other read­
ings, courses, materials. SASE for list.— 
Gloria Reiser, Box 561, Quincy, IL 62306- 
0561

MIRACLES ARE POSSIBLE through the 
healing magick of positive witchcraft. De­
tails and protective pentacle, $2.00.—The 
Oaken Door, Box 31250, Omaha, NE 68132

FREE ANSWER to one question. One time 
offer only. Send to Omar Panchadasi, Box 
9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

YOUR DREAMS will come true! Powerful 
mystic gets positive results. 20 years expe­
rience. Send wish plus $5 minimum dona­
tion. — Lord Phil, Box 3, Dept. D, Millburn, 
NJ 07041

MIRACLE SPELLS! All kinds! $5.00. - 
Glorianna, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73120

SPELLS PERFORMED immediately! Tell 
me what you want and I will use my mystical 
powers to cast a spell in your favor. Free 
details. Send self-addressed, stamped enve­
lope. — Florentine, Box 5387-F, High Point, 
NC 27262 

1WANTTO HELP YOU. In-depth numero- 
logical analysis (including life cycles, specific 
Karmic lessons, abilities from past lives, etc.) 
— $25. Runes or Tarot, $2/question. Please 
send full name (as on birth certificate), birth 
date to: K.S. Bradley, POB 881323, San 
Diego, CA 92108

CONSULT THE RUNES. $10.00/page, 
SASE. - Cathleen, 3012 Butterfield, 
Yakima, WA 98901
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PERSONAL
ESP LABORATORY. The new research 
service group can help you. For FREE 
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
75117

HAVING RELATIONSHIP problems- 
mate, child, parent, boss? I can help you 
resolve them. Send yours, other’s full birth 
name, birth date, S10. — Jeanne Helton, PO 
Box 4843, Stockton, CA 85204

PERSONAL CARD READING for fun, 
guidance and special insight, S10.00. — 
Henry Smyth, Box 721302, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78472

PETS ARE PSYCHIC TOO! Send birth 
date, picture, sex of your pet for reading. 
$25.00. — Genie, P.O. Box 64, Bradley, IL 
60915

INSIGHT THROUGH CRYSTAL sun 
power. Questions, $2.00 each. — William 
Sherwood, 975 38th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 
95062

A NEW FRIENDSHIP with “Ann” and her 
powerful spirits await you! Dreams do come 
true! Write with any problem. Enclose $5.00 
cash or m.o. only for quick personal reply to: 
“Ann," Box 4853F, Huntsville, AL 35815

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against 
black magic, voodoo, curses, gossip, evil 
psychic attacks. Details free. — Mayahouse, 
Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading, 
$10.00. - Box 961, Scarboro, ME 04074- 
0961

CARD READING. Write: Linda, P.O. Box 
6476, Wheeling, WV 26003

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00.

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING!
30 years’ experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.—Sybil How­
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England

CONTESSA AMAYA, world famous 
Romany seer answers three questions. 
$10.00, birth dates. — P.O. Box 6001, San- 
turce, Puerto Rico, 00914, USA

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory 
spell. Powerful! $2.00.—Karen, Box 942, 
Bellflower, CA 90706

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria 
O’Neill, 342 E. 15th St. #5B, New York, NY 
10009

CINDY, past, future. Eight questions, $5.00 
- Box 1753, Decatur, IL 62525

TAROT READINGS plus free gift. One 
question, $3.00. Three questions, $8.00. Full 
reading, $15.00. Payable to: Naturopathy 
Institute, Box 533, Hewlett, NY 11557

SPELLWORK: Love, money, success, 
power, protection. $11.00 donation.— 
Brother Bob, Box 14115, Cleveland, OH 
44114

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel, Liverpool LI53HT England 

$2.00 PER QUESTION. Send three or more 
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped 
envelope.— Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., Sche­
nectady, NY 12303

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don’t understand? A 
voice you can’t hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can 
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for 
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710, 
Dept. FC-88, San Antonio, TX 78299

FREE! 1988 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope.— 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam­
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading, 
$10.00 cash/m.o.
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FREE faith handkerchief, Prayer requests. — 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

PRODUCTS
GIANT WHOLESALE PRICESHEET! 
Giant product catalog! $10.00 refundable.— 
Jeans of New Orleans, 11521 Patterson 
Road, New Orleans, LA 70131

SAMARKAND EXPRESS from Athens to 
Chichen Itza: natural fiber ponchos, folk­
wear. Catalog, $1.00,—Box 609-J, Buffalo, 
NY 14226

NEW CATALOG—handmade runes, in­
cense, oils, aromatherapy supplies, music, 
crystals, more. $1.00.—Moonstone Pro­
ducts, Box 161, Harbor City, CA 90710-0161

GET THE BEST! Order your books and 
supplies from Moonstar catalog, $2.00. — 
38422 Lake Shore Blvd., Willoughby, OH 
44094

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, pendant set in coin 
silver, earrings set in pewter. Pendant is over 
54' in diameter on an 18" silver-plated link 
chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle earrings are И* 
in diameter on silver-plated drops, $8.95. 
Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

EGYPTIAN CARTOUCHE T-SHIRTS. 
Your name in hieroglyphs on front in car­
touche and the falcon RA in brilliant colors 
on back. Also jewelry, objets d'art, books. 
Please send $2.00 for catalog, refundable. — 
Amen-Ra Concepts, P.O. Box 40285, Long 
Beach, CA 90804

CRYSTALS AND STONES can bring a 
new dimension to your life and relationships. 
We offer handcrafted jewelry, pendulums 
and meditation headbands, quartz crystals, 
crystal balls, pyramids and more, all at 
affordable prices. Trance readings available. 
Catalog, $1.00 refundable. — Mind’s I, 
Dept. F, Box 446, Kulpsville, PA 19443 

PROSPERITY TAPE. Increase Spiritual 
and Material Abundance. $9.98 to Ruth 
Hoskins Products/Body, Mind, Spirit, P.O. 
Box 53300, Philadelphia, PA 19105. Free 
catalog—tapes/ books/crystals.

PSYCHIC FAIRS
PSYCHIC FAIR HOTLINE. Greater 
Chicagoland. Weekends. 312/885-1177.

PYRAMIDS
ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog.—Pyramids, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/ 
682-5151.

READINGS
$5 BRINGS YOU psychic guidance through 
these methods (select two): Tarot cubes. 
Oriental wands, colored dice, dominoes, 
runestones, cards.—Merlin, P.O. Box 1452, 
Mariposa, CA 95338

ORACLE READING. Send SASE, photo/ 
description, birth date & $5.00 to S.E.S., 
P.O. Box 2161, Reston, VA 22090-2161

IN EXOTIC WEST INDIES, experienced 
psychic now giving readings. By “foreign" 
airmail, send 4 questions, photo, $20 money 
order. — Harriet Beech, Apartado 598, 
Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic.

RECIPES
OLD WORLD RECIPES. Sausage, Beer, 
Wine and more. Plus helpful hints. Send $2 
to: Tim Andel, 1911 Blake, Sugarland, TX 
77478

RELIGION
PERFECTION IN THIS LIFE, Heaven in 
the next. You can have both. Big, free book. 
$ 1.00 required for postage. — Truxton Craig, 
Box 51943, San Jose, CA 95121

FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 22c stamp. — Peyton’s, Box
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. -
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216
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RELIGION
ECKERT ENTERPRISES Research Dept. 
Information about all religions, occult, lore, 
mythology and legends. Send your name, 
address, inquiry and $5.00 to: Eckert Enter­
prises, P.O. Box 4171, Norwalk, CT 06855

RUNE MAGIC

THE RUNESTAFF—new publication ex­
plores runic traditions and their role in 
personal transformation. $3.00.—Moon­
stone, Box 161, Harbor City, CA 90710-0161

THE KNIGHTS OF RUNES. We teach the 
true ancient rune magic! The most powerful 
magical art! Complete home study course.— 
Box 2070, Decatur, GA 30031

SELF IMPROVEMENT
ATTRACT MONEY with powerful meta­
physical technique. Booklet, $4.00. — MC 
Publications, Box 734-F, Cathedral, New 
York, NY 10025

SORCERY
THE SORCERER’S GUIDE, paperback 
book on psychic assasination and defense. 
Also, many occult subjects. $3.95 postpaid. 
8th year.—Gould, 2727 Ocean Pkwy., F-19, 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

UNANSWERED? LOST? Clearly PRINT 
your name, address and Zip code on your 
order, as well as on your envelope.

TAPES

CUSTOM SUBLIMINAL TAPES. Free 
brochure.—IAMCO, Box 5146, Dept. 61, 
Ormond Beach, FL 32074

DO-IT-YOURSELF past life regression. 
Audio cassette, $10 plus $2 shipping. — Joe 
Trolly, 138 Smith Ave., Holbrook, NY 11741

BOOKS FOR LISTENING®: hear book 
you meant to read. 216 titles: health, religion. 
New Age, fiction. Brochure free. — Audio 
Book Company, Box 748, Fruitland, ID 
83619

FREE SECRET CATALOG. World’s most 
unusual cassettes! — Ingress, 5420-F Par- 
merton, Temple City, CA 91780
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TAROT
GENETISIS (genetics/genesis) TAROT is 
the deck of the future. Cards and suits with 
titles including DNA, stimuli, mutation, etc., 
reflect modern phenomena onto a personal 
perspective. $10.—Gnostech, 537 Jones St., 
#9487, San Francisco, CA 94102

SPANISH/ENGLISH TAROT CARDS. 
Enjoy great accuracy and sensitive readings 
using these beautiful full-color Tarot cards in 
both Spanish and English! Complete with 
bilingual instruction booklet. Only $13.00 
plus $2.00 p/h, U.S.; $3.00 foreign.— 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

TAROT DECKS, tarot books, cartomancy, 
divination, occult books, playing cards, etc. 
48-page full-color catalog featuring world’s 
largest selection. Send $2.00 — The Best of 
Cards Catalog, Department FM, 179 Lud­
low St., Stamford, CT 06902

TAROT TOUBEAUX. Computer printed
Tarot readings. $5.00. Write: P.O. Box 
441312, Detroit, MI 48244

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider 
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho­
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur 
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu­
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card 
features a symbolic picture that aids read­
ings. Cards measure 2)4 x 43% and bear En­
glish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44- 
page instruction booklet, $13.00 plus $2.00 
postage handling. Foreign, $3.00 — Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

TREASURE FINDING
THE CACHE-HUNTER 700 (Ail wood) 
achieves maximum electron activity and suc­
cessfully locates gold and silver! Details 
$1,—Tekna/National Dowsing Equipment, 
Route 3, Box 266A, Ellisville, MS 39437

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free. 
— Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

YOU SUPPORT “FATE” when you buy 
from the ads in its pages.



UNUSUAL ITEMS

ANCIENT AMULETS AND TALIS­
MANS meticulously reproduced in sterling 
silver. Illustrated brochure, $1.00; or master 
goldsmith will faithfully recreate your favor­
ite from any legible illustration and specifica­
tions. Wholesale inquiries invited. — Bay­
shore Jewelers, Dept. Fl88, PO Box 364, 
Waterford, MI 48095-0364

AN INTIMATE ENCOUNTER with the 
Angel of Death. Direct communications 
with Death himself as revealed through the 
writings of his earthbound bride! This is not 
fiction! "The Book of Azrael," a special pro­
ject from Westgate Press, 8 Bernstein Blvd., 
Center Moriches, NY 11934. $8 postpaid.

GANESHA, God of spiritual-financial suc­
cess. Original Artemis signed, limited edi­
tion, suitable for framing. $8.50. — The 
Collectors, 1545 North Verdugo Road, Box 
110, Glendale, CA 91208

MAGIC PENTAGRAM OF SUCCESS 
helps bring health, wealth, happiness. Send 
$5 to Merlyn Rose, Box 220, Dulzura, CA 
92017

EXPERIENCE AMAZING POWER of 
positive imagery with Mt. Shasta cats eye 
focusing stone. $6.50.— B. Dougherty, 
Transenden Mind Science, 1313 Lansing 
Lane, Apt. 2, Redding, CA 96003

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette 
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18', on heavy 
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his 
kind in a magic realm, ourpowerful Unicorn 
stands alert and ready to explode into action. 
His superb presence will lend enchantment 
to your home. Only $4.95, plus $ 1.50 postage­
handling. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, IL 60035

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in 
your world with “I Ching Cards” — a new 
visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys­
tem of divination and revelation. Complete 
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yin and 
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction, 
$13.00 plus $2.00 postage/handling. For­
eign, $3.00.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, II. 60035

QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially 
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en­
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch. 
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones 
like these in stream beds, believed them sacred 
and magical. Can they heal, bring luck, pro­
phetic visions? Three quartz crystal baubles 
of varied sizes, about 3/4* to 1*, in carry- 
around bag of black velvet, with scroll 
relating their legend, $11.95, plus postage/ han­
dling: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign.— Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

BEAUTIFUL TAO magic scroll talisman 
brings good fortune through direct contact 
with benevolent forces. $8.00 — John Oles, 
P.O. Box 256, Atwater, OH 44201

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity 
Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone 
between finger and thumb to induce medita­
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in the 
tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces 
relaxation, opens the mind’s inner doors. Only 
$4.00each postpaid. Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

VOODOO
VOODOO, VOUDOUN and other neo­
African religious systems. Catalog, books, 
music, oils, supplies. $3.50. Love charm by 
priest, $20.00. — T.O.T.S., Suite 310, 1317 
North San Fernando Blvd., Burbank, CA 
91504

WITCHCRAFT

CHARMS AND SPELLS: love, money, 
protection. Send $10.00, full name and re­
quest to: Wanda, P.O. Box 35, Toronto, OH 
43964

LADY MORGANA, spell casting, horo­
scopes, Tarot. For information send SASE 
to: Box 269, 9832 Flower, Bellflower, CA 
90706

FEMINIST W1CCE books, supplies. Cata­
log, $2.50. - 249 N. Brand, Suite 674F, 
Glendale, CA 91203

GIGANTIC ILLUSTRATED catalog. 
Books, incense, oils, spells, occult supplies, 
$2.00. — Hamilton, Box 1258-F, Moorpark, 
CA 93021
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WITCHCRAFT
OCCULT CATALOG! 270 pages! Over 
10,000 books, jewelry, herbs, oil, candles, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. Cata­
log $ 1.00. — International,  236F West Man­
chester Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90003

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world’s first 
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers 
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination. 
Free information. — Box 1366, Nashua, NH 
03061

WITCHCRAFT — HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world’s fore­
most witches, teach you how. — Box 1502- 
FC, New Bern, NC 28560

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR Aquarian. Full 
occult training. — Box 31129, Phoenix, AZ 
85046

CANDLE BURNING KITS and instruc­
tions for love, money, power and more. 
Information $1.00, refunded with order. — 
DOT, Hammondsville, OH 43930

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 116) 

those of us who were privileged to know 
her as a friend, we can hope to meet her 
once again some day.—Anthony F. 
Cambra, Fall River, Mass.

THE WILDCATTER
I’m always intrigued by “panther" 

reports because of my father’s experi­
ence many years ago.

My dad was an oil contractor in 
southeastern Kansas. He had his own 
rig and drilling equipment. One night, 
something gave out and my father 
decided he had to cross the Verdigris 
River to get fuel to prime the pumps. He 
had to cross on a railroad trestle bridge. 

dangerous at any hour, and this was 
midnight under a full moon.

Halfway across the bridge, he heard a 
terrifying scream, which almost caused 
him to drop the bucket and fall into the 
river. He always said it was a wildcat but 
now I’m wondering if it could have been 
a member of the panther family.

This happened some 200 miles south 
of Topeka, Kans., and it was pretty wild 
in those days. Panther, wildcat or what­
ever, my father was rather shaken up, 
and he often said later the animal’s 
screams alone could have shattered the 
railroad trestle. — Rosemary J. Corne­
lius, Milwaukee, Wis.

BIG CAT SIGHTINGS
The article “Was It a Panther?” (Sep­

tember 1987 Fate) mentioned at least 
two panther sightings during the winter 
of 1986-87 near Deposit, N.Y. Yet 
Quentin Van Nortwick, Environmental 
Conservation Wildlife Manager, said he 
has no idea what the two witnesses saw, 
but doubts it was a panther.

Our question is: Why does Mr. 
Nortwick have doubts? Could it be he 
just doesn’t want to admit that the big 
cat has indeed returned and is roaming 
most states east of the Mississippi 
River?

As naturalists and authorities on the 
animal, we believe it is imperative to 
give residents a different viewpoint. 
Having studied and researched sightings 
of the eastern species of Felis Concolor 
Couguar and Panthera Pardus since 
1965, we’re sure residents of those states 
will be surprised to learn the big cat has 
returned.

We established the nonprofit organi­
zation, the Eastern Puma Research 
Network, to collect, analyze, correlate
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and evaluate sightings through a 24- 
hour hotline (301)254-2517.

In 1987 we received a total of 54 
sightings in just Pennsylvania and New 
York. Nine of these sightings were of the 
black panther.

Known by a variety of names, in­
cluding cougar, mountain lion, panther, 
puma or black panther, the big cat is 
similar to a UFO. Although hundreds 
of people are seeing these cats in the 
wild, government authorities still cling 
to the belief they don’t exist.

We are enlisting the aid of Fate 
readers. If anyone knows of a sighting 
or wants further information, we would 
like to hear from him or her. Replies will 
be kept confidential.—John and Linda 
Luiz, P.O. Box 3562, Baltimore, Md. 
21214.

LEARN TO DOWSE
Join Grid, Ley Line and Vortex map­

ping project. Learn to dowse free, doc­
ument secret Geo-Psychic earth energies 
as we enter the New Age. Send SASE.— 
Allan Grise, 7720 Paradise Valley Road 
#201, San Diego. Calif. 92139.

POUR ENGLISH
I’ll bet you a Fate one-year subscrip­

tion that your face, Curtis Fuller, was 
read (sic) after you “poured” through 
that English course (page 24, March 
1988 Fate). This is the third magazine 
in as many weeks which used “poured” 
instead of “pored.” Are we viewing a 
change?—Esther Hamel, St. Ignatius, 
Mont.

Actually our error was in the May 
issue.—The Editors.

MOMENT OF TRUTH: t̂oewrooneath 
The most convincing ... the most moving 
near-death experience video ever made!

Here is a true-life report of one of the deepest penetrations ever made into the other world of the 
near-death experience. This 55-minute production presents the astounding personal experience of 
Jayne Smith, a leading lecturer and TV spokesperson on near-death research. It establishes her 
credibility and absolute integrity, reveals messages she was given “on the other side" and gives her 

thoughtful interpretation of what the near-death phenomenon means for 
our life on earth.

Dr. Kenneth Ring, leading scientific researcher in near-death studies at 
the University of Connecticut. Department of Psychology, and author of 
Life at Death and Heading Toward Omega, says: "MOMENT OF 
TRUTH is far away the best and most inspirational video document that I 

on the subject and clearly the most carefully crafted." 
Send for MOMENT OF TRUTH today!

Specify VHS or Beta
$39.95

Plus $4.00 P/H U.S.A.. $6.50 Foreign.

VENTURE bookshop
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035



WHAT HAS ГАТЕ IN STORE 
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that's what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Jerome Clark's report on stories 
planned for future issues:

00 What is the dark secret of 
Glamis? Nearly two centuries ago a 
hideously deformed nobleman was 
kept locked away in a hidden room, 
there to join the ghosts of others 
who had met terrifying fates within 
the walls of Scotland’s oldest castle.

00 An archaeologist in the desert of 
the American Southwest confronts 
the ghosts of a lost and distant past 
and enters another world.

00 All over mid-America witnesses 
are reporting large, delta-shaped 
craft flying silently overhead. UFO 
investigator Jennie Zeidman docu­
ments a new mystery of the sky.

<» What is it about Macbeth that 
frightens even the most hard-headed 
theater people? The great Shake­
spearean tragedy, with its aura of 
gloom and supernatural evil, has 
long been a source of death and ill 
fortune to the actors and actresses 
associated with it.

JEROME CLARK
In each issue FATE publishes fascinating 

true articles, stories and features on the 
strange, the unusual, the unknown. You can 
read such material only in FATE because 
F ATE is the only magazine of its kind in the 
world.

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE - 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

CLARK PUBLISHING CO. 
170 Future Way, Dept. D0026

I City ------------------------------------------------ I
! State_____________ Zip____________  I
* 1 wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow- ■ 
J ing special price (check square): ‘
I □ 24 Issues, $26.95 □ 12 Issues, $14.95 ■
J (Foreign subscriptions: add $5.00 postage j
J Canadian subscriptions: add $3.50 postage) J J Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order J 

for$ -----------------------------------------------
J Begin my subscription with _______ issue. ‘
I □ Check if this renews a previous subscription. |
J Your first copy will arrive in 6 to 8 weeks. j

130



DO YOU WANT
POWER MONEY HEALTH LOVE HAPPINESS



THE SPACE CRAFT FLEW OUT OF THE BLUE AND LANDED. THE 
OCCUPANT GOToOUT AND TALKED FOR 20 MINUTES.
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CREDIT CARD
CUSTOMERS 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1 1-800-544-4365
1 ASK FOR OPERATOR NE-5 
I VISA OR MASTERCARD




