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CATHERINE PONDER'’S
THE DYNAMIC LAWS

OF PRAYER

This is an "uncommon* book on prayer. It states
that “prayer is where the action is because
prayer releases the highest form of energy.”
(This is a Revised Edition, formerly titled Pray
and Grow Rich, and includes additional
chapters, updated introductions and con-

clusions.)
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YES—YOU, TOO, CAN SEE THE HUMAN AURA!

Like nine out of 10 stu-
dents, you may be able to see
the human aura after only a
few minute's practice with
our specially designed aura
goggles. Our goggles are a
huge advance over the awk-
ward hand-held films invent-
ed by W.J. Kilner, M.D., of
St. Thomas Hospital, Lon-
don. Consisting of adjust-
able, leather-like eye-hoods,
with frames to hold various
filters, they are comfortable,
safe and leave your hands free.

Without aura goggles, the extraordinary atmosphere
surrounding the human body is invisible to all but spe-
cially gifted or trained persons. Modern researchers
believe that this atmosphere consists of infra-red and
higher electromagnetic energies. Aura Research is a
pioneering field and our goggles can set you on the road
to exciting discoveries.

You may find, as do most observers, that the aura
appears as a pulsating cloud or envelope of light, com-
posed of one or several delicately colored bands. Like
scientific researchers, you may wish to focus on studies
of aura colors for what they may reveal of the mental,
emotional and physical states of your subjects.

You. too. may see how the auras of some subjects
reportedly show attraction by blending and brightening.
And you, too. may observe strange rays of “electric” light
leaving or entering the aura. These and more wonders
await you in the new world our goggles can open up.

r

Diagram of normal aura based on
sketch by Walter J. Kilner, M.D.

Set of Authentic Aura Goggle*
with optically perfect 2X filters
and Instruction booklet.  $36.95
Suggested EquiprMit

for Advanced Students

The aura goggle frames are
designed so that you may
replace the original filters
with a selection of special-
purpose filters intended for
higher study of this fascinat-
ing phenomenon.

Graded Training Filter*

Set of three pairs: 4X dark, 3X

medium. 1X pale $28.95

Inner Aura Filters

Foradvanced studies ofthe inner
$12.95

Outer Aura Filter*
Foradvanced studies of the outer
$12.95

Complementary Color Filter*

Setof six filter pairs used to view

all bands or rays in the aura
$42.95

NEW!
Complete Aura Kit: includes one
each of the Authentic Aura Gog-
gleswith 2X Filters, Graded Train-
ing Filters, Inner Aura Filters,
Ouiter Aura Filters. Complemen’
tary Color Filters and instruction
booklet, plus one empty spare
goggle frame. $120.00

VENTURE BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
* Please send me Aura Study items listed below | am adding postage-handiing: On Authentic Aura Goggles
1 and/or Filters $3.50 U.S., $5.50 Foreign. On Complete Aura Kit $5.00 U.S., $8.50 Foreign.
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Add postage-handiing -

L Total payment enclosed -
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Surely the most unbelievable ongoing story on the paranormal front concerns
the “miracles” associated with Indian holy man Sai Baba, whose feats surpass
anything ever claimed for any modern psychic. In fact, they make the fierce
controversy over whether Uri Geller bends spoons by psychokinesis or sleight of
hand seem no more than a frivolous exercise. The claims made for Sai Babawill go,
I'am sure, well beyond the “boggle threshold” of many of you who read Erlendur
Haraldsson’s article in this issue; but Dr. Haraldsson's conscientious research will
also give you an idea why so many investigators, including skeptical magicians,
have remained perplexed. Even if one day it should be proven that Sai Baba is a
world-class trickster (of the kind chronicled, for example, in Ricky Jay’s recent
book Learned Pigs and Fireproof Women), he is certain to be remembered as a
truly extraordinary man.

In “Fireproof People” Gordon Stein looks at some astonishing but nonpara-
normal human abilities. In “Psychic Healing of Multiple Personality” parapsycholo-
gist Stanley Krippner shows that in Brazil a bizarre treatment works where more
conventional approaches fail. Asian scholar James McClenon reports that even in
a culture very different from our own, people describe the same kinds of near-
death experiences, suggesting that these transcendent visions may be something
other than culturally-shaped hallucinations. . Enjoy the issue! Mn- nc /
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SELF-HYPNOSIS!

>0 YOU DREAM OF WHAT YOU
CAN ACCOMPLISH WITH IT?

« IMPROVE OR ADD NEW SKILLS
= ELIMINATE UNWANTED HABITS
= EXCEL IN BUSINESS, SCHOOL AND SPORTS

DON'T LIMIT YOUR DREAMS TO BARE BONES.
WITH SELF-HYPNOSIS, YOUR HIGHEST GOAL IS WITHIN REACH.

FOR 27 YEARS THERE HAS BEEN ONE EASY WAY
The BRAIN WA VE SYNCHRONIZER

NO OTHER AID CAN DO ALL THIS

= Shorten induction time to seconds

= Deepen the level

= Relieve the strain of difficult inductions

Achieve hypnosis in some subjects believed

to be non-hypnotizable

« Take over when you want time to think

« Use individually or with groups

« And for Self Hypnosis—it's the surest
method yet developed.

The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic instrument that tunes to the natural
frequency of the brain. When the special light wave s tuned to the subject's own frequency,
response to hypnotic induction is rapid, easy and effective. There are no rotating parts and no
attachments to the subject. Tunes to all brain ranges — Delta, Theta. Alpha, Beta.

1988 TECHNICIAN MODEL — $3950° F.O.B. FACTORY

With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment with
order. Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes, $16 to Hawaii, Alaska, Canada,
Puerto Rico. lllinois residents please include 7% sales tax.

PROFESSIONAL MODEL MD-12 (not shown) WITH DIGITAL READ-OUT
AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL FEATURES — $695.00 PLUS SHIPPING

“The source of suppliesfor America'’s hypnotists. ”

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 088
9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076
Telephone: 312/676-9151



QUOTE OF THE MONTH

... there is nothing in the nature of
science that excludes cultural vari-
ety. Cultural variety does not con-
flict with science viewed as afree
andunrestrictedinquiry. It conflicts
withphilosophies such as “rational-
ism " or “scientific humanism " and
an agency, sometimes called Rea-
son, that uses a frozen distorted
image ofscience to get acceptance
for their own antediluvian beliefs.
But rationalism has no identifiable
content andreason, no recognizable
agenda over and above the prin
ples of the party that happens to
have appropriated its name. All it
does now is lendclass to thegeneral
drive towards monotony. It is time
to disengage Reasonfrom this drive
and, as it has been thoroughly com-
promised by the association, to bid
itfarewell.

—~Paul Feyerabend
Farewell to Reason

RE SCIENTIFIC papers a
fraud? John R. Durant, a re-

scientist Sir Peter Medawar as say-
ing that they are. They misrepresent
science although they may report
nature accurately, he says.

“The reason for this ‘fraud’ is
perfectly plain,” writes Durant.
“The scientist's first duty is not to
explain his or her success, nor yet to
provide a blow-by-blow account of
how any particular investigation
was actually conducted; rather it is
to gain professional recognition for
what has been done.”

All this is necessary, explains
Durant, because our science is set
up in order that the scientist shall
receive the recognition necessary
for him to be able to continue his
research.

Therefore, the presentation ofhis
reseach must meet the rules of the
scientific establishment. It's an ex-
ercise in public relations in addition
to whatever scientific significance it
may have.

Astafftutor in biological sciences
in the Department for External
Studies at Oxford Universi

viewer for the New York Review &furant expressed this view in a

Books, quotes the famous British

recent essay written for the New
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York Review ofBooks after reading
two new basic books on Charles
Darwin—his notebooks and corre-
spondence. Darwin had to tread
carefully in the kind of world in
which his book On the Origin of
Species appeared. Durant reminds
us that the idea of evolution by
natural selection is familiar enough
today “but in 1859 it was a truly
revolutionary insight, full of the
most profound and unsettling im-
plications for traditional views of
God, nature, human nature and
society.”

Darwin presented his ideas cau-
tiously. He feared persecution, re-
membering the persecution of the
early astronomers. Insofar as pos-
sible he couched his arguments in
conventional theological terms and
his argument “excluded all but the
most fleeting references to the reli-
gious implications” of his theories.
‘When Darwin was mulling over his
theories it took some time for him
to summon the courage to tell even
his closest friends and colleagues
about his developing ideas.

The insights detailed in Darwin's
notebooks and correspondence let
us glimpse the ways in which theo-
ries are prepared for public scrutiny,
says Durant. Darwin had to work
cautiously and patiently not only on
his theory but on its reception by his
professional colleagues.

E WONDER how such arev-
Wolutionary theory would fare
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today if offered to our modern
skeptics. One fears not well. John
Berger, writing in Granta, recently
stated: “Modern skepticism chal-
lenges nobody and dismantles only
theories of change.”

Skepticism in the best sense is a
fine thing. It has been debased by
organizations such as the Commit-
tee for the Scientific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranormal
(CS1COP) which, beginning with a
forward-looking humanistic base,
has become the spokesman for the
scientific status quo.

CSICOP’s particular target, as its
name suggests, is the “paranormal”
and especially psychic phenomena
and parapsychology. CSICOP’s
views are wholly negative. Typically

its executive council has now ap-
proved the establishment of a new
Legal and Consumer Protection
Subcommittee, “to research exist-
ing laws relevant to paranormal
claims. "

Note carefully the phrase 1 have
italicized above. When CSICOP
was formed one of its stated pur-
poses was to investigate paranor-
mal claims. It was almost instantly
subverted by the publicity-seeking
neo-Houdinis who run it. CSICOP
long ago forgot it was planning to
investigate paranormal claims. Now
it is going to investigate the laws
relating to paranormal claims.

It does not take much imagina-
tion to understand that this comes
under the heading of Intimidation.

COLLEGE OF MARTINIST STUDIES

The Martinis! Order is a mystical Brotherhood. It was first organized in France. In
1888, Papus, Grandmaster, established the magazine L'lnitiation to disseminate
information about the Order and itsteachings. With the growth of Martinist activities
it became necessary to have relevant material in English. In co-operation with L Initia-
tion and others, we are making a great deal of information directly available, much of
which has never appeared before in English. Our syllabus covers Martinist Works and
History, as well as the Hebrew Kabalah, Esoteric Christianity, Alchemy, the Hermetic
Teachings, the Rose+Croix and other areas of Mystical Philosophy.

If you are sincerely seeking the teachings of the Initiatic Tradition and wish
to affiliate with an acknowledged arcane school, please write for information or
return the coupon.
INTERNATLONAL-COLLEGE OF MARTINIST"STUDIES"
Worthing W31 = Barbados = West Indies
Kindly send details on your curriculum
Name

Address
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The subcommittee will compile a
summary of legal cases involving
the paranormal and examine claims
of the use of paranormal powers in
the legal system, e.g., psychic law-
yers, psychic judges, selection of
jurors by psychic means and the use
of psychics as expert witnesses. The
organization plans “to research
areas of the law that protect victims
of fraud based on paranormal
claims and to assist victims [to] ob-
tain legal redress.”

So far, it seems, the reverse has
been true. Mostly the claims against
CSICOP members and their ilk
have been the ones sustained by the
courts.

00
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NOW IN THE USSR
HE MEMBERS of CSICOP
tend to be humanists, agnostics

or atheists. That, of course, is their

right. Apparently the opinion lead-
ers of the Soviet Union also are
humanists, agnostics or atheists. |
tell you this not to denigrate either
group but to point out that the
Russian psychic Nina Kulagina re-
cently won a libel action against a
Soviet magazine purported to have
10 million readers.

The magazine Man and Law is
published by the Soviet Justice
Ministry. It described Mrs. Kula-
gina as “a swindler and a crook”
and stated, “The demonstration of
her alleged abilities was designed to
‘mislead credulous people.’ ”

RAINBOW IMAGES...
CRYSTALLINE VISIONS

Peer through the Olde Seer's Kaleidoscope or Merlin's View
(TM) Polyscope ... and take an instant trip to a new world of
light, form and color. These finely crafted optical devices are
used to stimulate the imaginativeand creative faculties, induce
relaxation, promote meditation and open the doors to altered
states of consciousness.

The Olde Seer's Kaleidoscope Kit — a complete package consisting of a sturdy 9-inch
plastic tube with eyepiece and screen end caps, quality mirrors and lenses and genuine
stained glass chips. Quick, easy assembly. Displays a practically endless variety of

brilliant crystalline images.

$8.95* P/H $2.50 U.S., $4.00 Foreign.

Merlin's View (TM) — Just put it to your eye whenever you need to relax and behold the
familiar world around you in a fascinating new way. Colorful plastic
Polyscopewith West German optical lens creates a magical 24-image view

$6.95 * P/H $1.50 U.S., $2.50 Foreign.

Order todayfrom:

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035



Your subconscious mind knows everything about you. and it will release this
information if you simply ask. Our Subliminal Persuasion /Self-Hypnosis tapes
will give you the ability to explore the vast potentials of your mind, so that
when you ask the question "Why?"... your subconscious can tell you.
= Past Life Regression
How are your past lives affecting you today?
= Past Life Regression with Present Mate or Lover
Unlock the secrets of that special relationship.
= Past Life Therapy. Cause and Effect
The law of grace erases your negative karma.
= Talents and Abilities from Past Lives
Chart the right course for career changes.
- Developing Your Psychic Abilities
Control your life, destiny, and happiness.
< Psychic Healing Abilities
The powers of the mind can control your physical well being.
Use the handy order form below or call toll-free 1-800-4-A-NEW-ME for even
faster service. All our tapes carry a full money-back guarantee, if you're not
satisfied with the results after 30 days of use.
Quantity Amount
Past Life Regression @ $998
Past Life Regression with Mate/Lover @ $9.98
Past Lite Therapy (Cause and Effect) @ $998
Talents and Abilities from Past Lives @$998
Develop Your Psychic Abilities @ $9 98
Psychic Healing @ $9 98

Add $2.25 postagethandhng or $360 MI Res Add 4% sales tax
postage/handiing for up to four tapes Postage
TOTAL
Name
Address, City, State. Zip,

C1Enclosed isacheckimoneyorder to Potentials Unlimited tor.
1 Pleasecharge tomy OMastercard OVisa Account No.
Signature Exp. Date,

Potentials Unlimited, Inc.

Dept. MP1251, PO Box 891, Grand Rapids. MI 49518
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"AS-3"
Personalized
System

Astrologically formulated
by psvcno-numerologist
‘Wernner von Kress, the
Personalized Color
Scheme together with
Sour Two Numbers of
uccess have helped mil-
lions of Europeans, male
and female, reach their
goals in social life,
careers, love and more.
The Personalized Col-
or Scheme consists of
the three main colors
which most enhance your
true personality. Use it
when redecorating your
home, choosing your new
clothing, car, etc.,
when you want everything
to turn out just right.
Combined with your Two
Numbers of Success,
the “AS-3" Personalized
System will now help
you open new doors.

To receive your “AS-3"
System, please send
money order for $19.50
along with your name,
address ana date of birth
to:

Astroservices

Apartado 42, Correo 39,
Guadalajara, Mexico 44170

FATE

The Moscow court ordered Man
and Law to publish an apology to
Mrs. Kulagina.

So here we have the materialistic
society of the USSR defending the
rights of an alleged psychic while
the self-appointed CSICOP guar-
dians of American rights-to-believe
are scouring the law books for a
way to limit them.

The testimony in the Soviet court
is interesting. Soviet Weekly which
reported the trial stated: “Ofcourse,
anyone has the right to doubt
whether the extraordinary phe-
nomenon of ESP actually exists
and passions often run high on the
subject.

“But the issue was one of ensur-
ing that journalists produce proof
to back allegations that question an
individual’s honor and dignity.”

Two prominent Soviet physicists,
Yuri Gulyayev and Yuri Kobzarev,
both members of the Soviet Acad-
emy of Sciences, testified in court
that scientists had yet to make up
their minds about the “Kulagina
phenomena,” but the magazine
continued that “however exotic the
controversy might seem, the most
important thing demonstrated by
the court proceedings was that
every Soviet citizen is entitled to
legal protection against libel and
slander.”

The courts did not rule on the
genuineness of Kulagina’s ESP abil-
ities, stating this was for science to
determine. That, however, was not
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the point at issue. Man and Law decidedly in her favor.” Another
produced no proof that Kulagina Soviet national newspaper, Mos-
was “a swindler and a crook.” The kovskaya Pravda, also backed
Soviet court in this case, like Amer-  Kulagina.

ican courts, assumed that she was Pravda itself later printed an
innocent unless proven guilty. eyewitness account of Kulagina's
CSICOP, alas, begins with the telekinetic powers by Leo Kolodny.
premise that all psychics are frauds. He had been warned to look for

hidden threads and other tricks but

00 did not observe anything awry. Fi-

IT MOVED nally Kulagina told him, “No, | am
dmittedly Kulagina is receiving nothing today.” Then .

Acontroversial. In pre-Glasnost “Seeing his disappointment, she

times Pravda, in the 1960’s, labelatrained every nerve in concentra-
her a fraud guilty of obtaining tion. The journalist glanced at the
money under false pretenses. Ac- cap of his pen, which lay on the
cording to Psychic News no evi- table—and dropped his pen with
dence was ever produced to support amazement as he saw the top move.
this claim. A PM article in 1969 “At first it makes a sharp jerk,
stated that “scientific evidence is anotherjerk and crawls towards the

What are they trying to teach us?
TELEPATHIC CONTACT . .
POSITIVE PROTON SOUL POWER . .
THIRD-EYE INTUITIONAL ABILITY
Lucl from the Planet Tynda, enjoys her abilities as second nature.
DOWN TO EARTH,
she finds that most Earth People don't believe in mental telepathy,
or know about the power of the Proton.
Watch the alien. Luci, asshe uses these extra-powers, and discover
howyou, too. can learn toexercise the abilities of this NEW AGE for
happiness, prosperity and fulfillment.
GET THE BOOK
MARC ANTHONY PUBLICATIONS
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| Enclosed is $-- f/ ies)
| "Down To Earth,” each 57 95 plus 804 hand ing. Add
] 6'A% tax on California orders.
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Contact your higher-self and transform your
life! Send for our FREE color catalog/magazine
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Eyewitness Accounts of
Natures Greatest Mysteries
HANDBOOK OF

UNUSUAL NATURAL
PHENOMENA
By William R.
Corliss
Typical docu-
mented report
tells how St.
Elmo's fire
alarmed man
by lighting up
his hand and

m .
The physical world holds many unsolved mys-
teries — and this fascinating volume presents
more than 500 eyewitness accounts of them, al
documented in major scientific journals. Read
about colored snow, showers of fish, snakes,
toads, weird antics of lightning, cloudless rain,
and hundreds of other bizarre occurrences, Hard-
bound. 423 pages. $105, pus P SLS0 USA.
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very edge of the table,” he wrote. A
tumbler was also crawling across
the table behind the cap, “as if they
were hauled in one and the same
harness ...
not believe—my eyes.”

Psychic News describes what
happened next. “He looked for a
normal explanation. Was Nina
moving the tablecloth? If so, why
were no other objects moving above
the table?

“Were magnets concealed in her
clothing? If this were the case, why
was the glass tumbler moving?

“The puzzled journalist picked
up his pen-top, examined it, then
absentmindedly turned the tumbler
over to cover the cap.

“Without being asked, Nina
gazed at the glass. Slowly the cap
began to move from rim to rim,
inside the tumbler, which remained
motionless.”

The next day Kolodny returned
with cameramen and the variety of

ph mawas much wider. When
earcher Benson Herbert
i -ed Kulagina in Leningrad

in 1y7x, he watched her produce a
burn mark on her wrist.

During another experiment Kul-
agina caused the hearts of two frogs
to stop beating. A Leningrad psy-
chiatrist challenged her to repeat
the feat on him. Two minutes into
the experiment the challenger’s
heart revealed “serious changes,” its
beat going “far above normal,
showing great emotional stress.”



This woman's
prophecies
come true!

For over forty years this gifted woman has astonished people

worldwide with the accuracy of
In recent years, readers of

when to expect the unexpected

her predictions of world events.
her special annual forecast knew
higher insurance and medical

costs .when new opportunities would come to them  and much
more.
Of the year ahead Miss Carter say?. receive. They tell her: “With your

**In spite of the dire predictions of cur-
rent ‘authorities’ we will not suffer a
repeat of the '29 stock market crash
and its aftermath! | expect an
escalation of peace talks and increas-
ing concern over trade agree-
ments  a return of student demon-
strations as in the '60s, but with the
emphasis on world peace. These ac-
tions will have a powerful impact on
our society in ways never before ex-
perienced.”

THE UNITOLOGY FORECAST is
Miss Carter s most detailed, per-
sonalized service in which she delves
into the most important areas of your
life: money, romance, goals and signifi-
cant changes. You will discover many
wonderful ways you can live a better
life. She has been the guiding light and
helping hand for people from all walks
of life, thousands of whom have re-
mained faithful clients for decades.
There is good reason why they seek
her services year after year-THEY
GET THE HELP THEY NEED.

In letter after letter people comment
on the uplifting and realistic help they
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guidance | have tripled my money.”
1.P. IL "When a certain date has been
pinpointed for an event--it always
happene-just as you predict!” L.D.
OH. The rare qualities of sincerity,
warmth and understanding in her
UNITOLOGY FORECAST with SPE-
CIAL NOTATIONS provide the guid-
ance that thousands of her clients can-
not do without. You get a FULL
YEAR'S forecast regardless of when
you order. These are judgments by a
caring astrologer-counselor, not
an impersonal computer.

TEST HER NOW! Send for Mar-
guerite Carter s UNITOLOGY FORE-
CAST with SPECIAL NOTATIONS
individually prepared for your birth-
day. PRINT: month, day, year, place,
hour of birth (if known) and include
$9.95 plus $2.00 toward postage and
handling. ($11.95 total) in U.S. funds
only. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for careful
completion and delivery. 100% satis-
faction guaranteed or full refund.
MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER,
BOX 807, DEPT. F808, INDIANAPO-
LIS. IN 46206
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Five minutes into the test his
heart stopped. Scientific observers
reportedly became alarmed that the
challenger would be killed if it con-
tinued.

00

LEARNING BY TELEPATHY?
WHILE AGO we described
the behavior, in the United

FATE

for many things is transmitted
through both time and space be-
tween members ofthe same species.

Cattle guards are usually made of
parallel steel tubes or rails set on the
surface across a road gateway. The
tubes have parallel gaps between
them so that cattle or sheep cannot
cross them. Thus they keep these
animals from straying from their

Kingdom, of certain sheep whigbastures but allow automobiles to

have learned to cross cattle guards
by going into a ball and rolling
across. Once a few sheep learned
how to do this, sheep all over Great
Britain began to do it. This has been
explained as an example of Rupert
Sheldrake’s theory of “morphic
resonance.” According to Shel-
drake, a kind of collective memory

cross without opening gates.

The importance of the behavior
of the sheep is not only that they
learned to circumvent these cattle
guards by rolling across but that
this ability appears to have spread
from flock to flock without known
communication.

Now Sheldrake writes in New
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the calipers.

Holder and flawless 2'/2-inch genuine acrylic crystal ball, complete only $39.95,
plus shipping and handling, $4.00 U.S., $7.50 foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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Scientist (February 11, 1988) that
cattle react to stripes painted across
a road meant to simulate cattle
guards, in the same way they react
to actual cattle guards. And animals
with no experience with cattle
guards avoid these simulated guards
just as do cows with experience with
the actual guards. Sheldrake re-
gards this as probably another
example of morphic resonance. He
feels that before cattle learned
about real cattle guards they would
not have avoided the simulated
painted stripes.

After writing the above, | re-
ceived a report that British cattle
seem to be smarter than American
cattle. Does this mean morphic
resonance has geographical limits
and in this case didn't cross the
Atlantic? At any rate, Jennifer
Reese, a Herefordshire farmer,
tested the phony grid with her 10
Herefords, which not only crossed
the grid but seemed attracted to it.

00

FIREFLEAS AND SUCH
T7ARGULA is a tiny crustacean
r about the size of a sesame seed.

There are 39 known species of Var-
gula but they all have one great
ability in common: they can light up
the Caribbean shallows at night
with a dazzling display of blue
chemical light. They show patterns
of blue chemical dots and some-
times appear to explode with a
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burst of luminiscence the size of a
softball. At other times they can
emit clouds of bioluminiscent ma-
terial.

Discover magazine recently re-
ported on the research James Mor-
in, a UCLA marine biologist, has
conducted on Vargula over seven
years. Morin thinks that the bursts
of light are a kind of alarm system.
He thinks the light turns away the
smaller predators that feed on Var-
gula by making them visible to
larger predators. The males and
females both emit flashes but only
the males produce the dot patterns.
Different species have different dis-
plays which Morin believes help the
females identify suitable mates.

Morin marvels at the “phenomen-
al amount of light” the little firefleas
produce. “If1 put asingle firefleaon
my fingertip and squashed it,” he
says, “l could read a newspaper
from the light for about 10 minutes.”

00
EVEN FROM LEECHES

HYSICIANS have known for
some time that the saliva of
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THE SECRET OF
ASTRAL PROJECTION

Here is a no-nonsense, down to earth (pun
unintended!) quide to the highly misunder-
siood subject’of astral projection. It gives
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History Is A FRAUD!

To RUTH SHELTON'S unique clairvoyance,
history was an open book. For 10 years she
worked with her historian husband on 19th
Century research, for two published books. His
documentation showed her  information 100%
accurate. In the same period, she wrote a library
of discourses on the origin, progress and future of

leeches contains an antiblood-clowwankind - refuting history books.

ting agent which is valuable during
surgery. Leeches produce hirudin
which keeps the blood of their vic-
tims flowing but is difficult to purify
for human use.

Now two Israeli scientists have
discovered that real blood isn't nec-
essary to start the saliva flowing in
leeches; they drool at the smell of a

Astounding data:  Soul birth; advent of
humanity; “missing link;" ancient ~ cultures;
cause of the “Flood;” all humans not human;
incredible Essenes; Bible authorship; NO global
disaster coming; future world order and tech-
nology, etc. 196 pp.

VIEW FROM ETERNITY-s7 mW
Fh Littntiin
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chemical called arginine. The
leeches suck at a device containing
arginine and then the fluid is simply
squeezed out of them. This tech-
nique produces a fluid which is
easier to process and to study.

Additional valuable materials
have been found in the leech saliva
besides hirudin. They are expected
to reduce the risk of such clot-
related diseases as human strokes
and heart attacks and make unnec-
essary some complicated surgery
used to break down existing clots.
The researchers expect that once
identified these valuable medicines
will not come directly from leeches
but from genetic engineering.
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BUGS AT WORK

uring the first Arab oil
Dcrisis a number of crazy ideas

were suggested for producing motor

fuel by unorthodox methods. The
only one tested seriously, as far as
we know, was the production of
gasohol which is quite successful,
although it is more costly than
petroleum fuels. Several proposals,
made by serious scientists, suggested
using bacteria or algae to produce
oil.

Now work is underway at the
Solar Energy Research Institute in
Golden, Colo. To attemptjust that,
research is concentrated on screen-
ing various species of algae to find
which will produce the largest
amounts offats and oils. From 50 to
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70 percent of the biomass ofsome of
these tiny plants may be oils. In
large quantities they can be con-
verted into fuels by cracking or
other methods.

The Golden company is screening
thousands of strains of algae in
conjunction with the Connecticut-
based Microbial Products which is
developing culture techniques. The
search is concentrating on algae
tolerant of salt water. It is expected
that eventually production will be
concentrated in the hot southwest-
ern part of the United States where
most available water supplies are
salty.

Experimental ponds of a quarter
of an acre are already in use. The
most promising species of algae
doubles its mass JLtimes aday but
under more favorable circumstances
can double it as many as four times
a day. With present methods it is
estimated that the price of gasoline
would have to go to $1.60 a gallon
for the process to be competitive
but that hardly seems prohibitive.
But researchers expect the process
won't be ready to provide fuel for
industrial use for another two
decades.

00
MICROSCOPIC SLAVES

E AND our readers know by
this time that we are hung up

on the advantage of using bacteria

and fungi to do man’'s work. Once
they are harnessed to a specificjob,



| SEE BY THE PAPERS

their advantages are breathtaking.
They can work 24 hours a day, often
requiring a minimum input of nu-
trients. They multiply so rapidly
that in a short time they become a
veritable army of slaves mindlessly
and gently at work on their
appointed tasks. Of course a great
deal of research is necessary to
determine the right microorganisms
to use for particular tasks and
proper management methods to
handle them. The advantages will
be enormous.

The Electrical Power Research
Institute, along with the Battelle
Memorial Institute, has identified
certain types of fungi that release an
enzyme that turns the coal into a
water-soluble liquid which has near-
ly the heating value of the original
brown coal. The Houston Lighting
and Power Company now is seeking
bacteria that can convert lignite
(brown coal) into natural gas.

Bugs can extract metals such as
copper and uranium from low-grade
ores that are not otherwise worth
processing. When water is sprinkled
over piles of this ore, the bacteria
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convert the copper or uranium into
a water-soluble form from which it
can be recovered. The bacteria ob-
tain their energy by oxidizing sulfur
into natural gas.

Bacteria are also used by the
pollution-control industry and giant
companies such as Waste Manage-
ment are finding them useful in
degrading waste materials and in
detoxifying specific kinds of pol-
lutants. It seems likely we are only
beginning to understand what a
powerful ally we have in these tiny
plants and animals.

00
TREASURE

ODERN TOOLS are making
M iteasier to find long-lost trea-

sures of the ancients. In recent years

many of these treasures have been
found in the Americas, in Europe
and in Asia. Egypt has been an
especially exciting source because
its culture is so many thousands of
years older than that of the rest of
the world.

In 1982 a sponge diver discovered
the wreck of an ancient ship off the
Turkish resort town of Kas. His
captain reported the find to the
archaeologists of Texas A & M
University and they undertook to
explore the find. It is now thought
to be the oldest known shipwreck,
dating back to about 1350 B.C., the
time of Tutankhamen of Egypt.
Artifacts so far recovered have been
identified as coming from nearly
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every culture known in the Eastern
Mediterranean of that time, accord-
ing to George Bass, a professor at
the university.

Among the treasures found are
silver, gold, ebony, amber, ivory
and even ostrich eggs. Most of the
gold appears to have been intended
to be melted down as scrap but one
unique object is a solid gold scarab
bearing the name of Queen Nefertiti.
The principal cargo of the ship was
copper ingots weighing about 60
pounds each and storage jars hold-
ing a variety of cargo from resins to
glass beads. Divers at the great
depth at which the ship lies can
work only 20 minutes at a time
before putting their lives at risk and
so the task proceeds slowly.

FATE

The archaeologists hope eventual-
ly to raise the hull and preserve it.
Two or three more years of excava-
tion will be necessary before the
project can be completed.

P

A more modern recent discovery
in Egypt itselfis a“priceless” collec-
tion of Byzantine gold coins found
in the ruins of a Fourth-Century
Coptic monastery. Ahmed Kadry,
an Egyptian archaeologist, called it
the largest and most important
numismatic find in Egypt in 120
years. It consists of 820 gold coins,
dating to the Sixth and Seventh
Centuries, stored in pottery jars in
two separate hordes buried below
two monks’ cells.
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by L.W. DeLaurence

Founder of the publishing firm that still bears his name, the late L.W. DeLau-

rence did much tc

o foster occult teachings. He authored many books on

psychology, religion and the occult that brouight him world-wide renown
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When the Egyptians hid their
tombs and treasures, they usually
did a good job of it. Late last year
members of a National Geographic
archaeological expedition used
Space Age technology to locate a
dismantled 4600-year-old solar boat
built to carry the spirit of the
pharaoh Cheops on a nighttime trip
through the heavens.

The pit containing the boat was
discovered in 1954 about 60 feet
from the southern wall of the Great
Pyramid of Cheops but it was never
explored. The boat was located
most recently by using a specially
designed carbide-tipped drill based
on technology developed for lunar
probes. A 3/2-inch hole was bored
through the five-foot thick lime-
stone slab atop the pit and a small
television camera was lowered
through the hole; thus the boat was
brought into view. It had been
placed in the pit dismantled but
appeared nonetheless to be in good
condition.

A previously-discovered twin
boat meant to carry Cheops on his
daytime voyage through the heav-
ens was excavated a number of
years ago and laboriously reassem-
bled. This reassembled, 143-foot-
long “Royal Boat of Cheops” rests
in a glass museum overlooking the
southern wall of the Great Pyramid
of Cheops and the pit containing
the new discovery.

00
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NEWS & NOTES

« Seven years ago Robert Bar-
bour applied for a personalized
automobile license plate in Califor-
nia. He wanted it to read “SAIL-
ING” or “BOATING” and instead
of leaving the third line for choices
blank he wrote “NO PLATE.” Sure
enough, when his personalized li-
cense plate came through, it read
“NO PLATE.” Every police officer
who writes out a citation for ille-
gally-parked cars with no license
plates writes “NO PLATE” on the
summons. Since then, with the help
of the friendly state police comput-
er, Barbour has received citations
for more than 2500 illegal-parking
tickets.
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Typical of many buildings of Buddhist

PURE LAND

cultural influence, Xiangji Temple stands

about 13 miles southwest of Xi'an in the People’s Republic of China.

Similar reports of a

beautiful and peaceful

other world come across gulfs of time, space and culture.

By Jame:

ISIONARY AND near-death ex-
periences contributed to the de-

s McClenon

ences contain central elements which
can be found in many cultures. Near-

velopment of the theological foundaleath experiences frequently include

tion for the two major Buddhist de-
nominations in modem Japan. The
history of the evolution of medieval
Chinese and Japanese Buddhism sup-
ports the argument that anomalous
experiences have aspects that tran-
scend the culture within which they
oceur.

Visionary and near-death experi-

reports of passing through a tunnel-
like entrance, perceiving a light-filled
environment, meeting a guiding pres-
ence, and entering a heavenly realm
which has an extremely peaceful at-
mosphere conducive to emotional
well-being. Studies indicate that reli-
gious beliefs do not totally cause the
form of near-death experience a per-
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son perceives since “nonbelievers”
frequently report experiences harbor-
ing “religious” elements.

In Heading Toward Omega: In
Search ofthe Near-Death Experience
(1984), Kenneth Ring suggests that
near-death experiences could contrib-
ute to a transformation of our society,
bringing about a new consciousness.
He derived this idea from his observa-
tion that many of those reporting near-
death experiences state that these inci-
dents profoundly transformed then-
lives, making them more selfless.

Ring’s suggestion is not so
farfetched as it might seem. Near-
death experiences were a factor in the
transformation of Buddhism in medi-
eval China and Japan. The major
sources for my description of the evo-
lution of these Buddhist theologies are
two papers published by Dr. Carl
Becker in Anabiosis, The Journalfor
Near-Death Studies in 1981 and 1984.

About 600 yearsafterthe Buddha’s
enlightenment, the First Century A.D.
saw the emergence of Mahayana Bud-
dhism.  Previously Hinayan:
dhism had focused on the ini
efforts to gain Nirvanaby severing all
bonds associated with the reincama-
tional cycle of births and deaths.
Mahayana Buddhists conceived thata
merciful Buddha, or similar entity,
could aid those seeking their help. The
belief evolved that some enlightened
individuals, called bodhisattvas, de-
layed entering Nirvana until all others
couldjointhem. These godlike saviors
had the capacity to use their own merit
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for the advancement of others’ spiri-
tual progress.

As Buddhism spread, numerous
bodhisattvas, deities, and demons
were accepted into the divine cosmol-
ogy. Buddhistdeities were thought to
reside in heavens of the north, south,
east and west. The Buddhas of the
north (Miroku) and south (Kannon)
wereonly slightly worshipedexceptin
Nepal and Java. The Buddha of the
east (Akshobhya or Yakushi) was
mentioned in some of the first scrip-
tures to be translated into Chinese.
Amitabha, or Amida, the Buddha of
the west and known as the Buddha of
Measureless Light, was destined to
become the central figure ofthe Jodo-
shu and Shin-shu sects, the two most

A Japanese Buddhist monk, Sozu
Eshin (942-1017), painted his vision of
being greeted by Amida and other
bodisattvas.
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important modem Japanese Buddhist
denominations.

Although Amida has no known ori-
gin in any historical personage and is
not mentioned in Pali (early Buddhist)
literature, he was thought to be the
merciful ruler of the Western Heaven,
a place where those worshiping him
might reside after death. This Pure
Land was designed by Amida forthose
seeking enlightenment, a place espe-
cially suitable for meditation due to its
lack of distractions. Chinese legend
suggests that in A.D. 148, Prince An-
shih-kao translated the Sukhavati-
vyuha, which described this heaven,
into the Chinese language.

These scriptures state that the
bodhisattva Dharmakara made 48
vows describing what must occur be-
fore hewouldacceptperfectenlighten-
ment Invow 18 he promises that he
will refuse enlightenment unless any-
one who faithfully callson hisname 10
times will be granted birth in Amida’s
heaven. In vow 19 he swears that he
will appear at the moment of death to
all those seeking him, in order to guide
them to the Pure Land. VVow 20 prom-
ises that those who earnestly seek him
by desiring the Pure Land heaven and
practicing virtue will succeed. Since
Dharmakara has already attained en-
lightenmentand become Amida, these
vows are believed to be in effect

Although social, cultural and politi-
cal factorscontributed to the evolution
of later Pure Land precepts, visionary
and near-death experience also shaped
the doctrine’s development. Even be-
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In Xiangji Temple is image of Shan-tao
(613-681), painter of his visions of the
Pure Land. Monks used carved and
painted images to promote meditation.

fore the arrival of this doctrine, Chi-
nese people had reported and recorded
near-death experiences in accord with
the imagery of Amida’s promises.
Ancient Chinese, revived after being
close to death, sometimes described
seeing a powerful, merciful figurewho
came to guide them to a beautiful
heaven. Since the early Chinese reli-
gion was based on ancestor worship,
people were highly interested in the
nature of the afterlife and sought clues
concerning itsattributes. Forexample,
Tao-an, a Fourth Century A.D. Chi-
nese monk devoted to Maitreya, de-
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scribed his visions of Maitreya’s
heaven in the north, one similar to
Amida’s.
"k

DOCTRINE found in both the
indu Bhagavad Gita and early
Buddhism said that humans determine
the nature of their life after death by
their thoughts at the moment of death.
Focusing one’s mind on a deity during
lifewouldcertainly increase the proba-
bility that this thought would occur at
the moment of death, allowing reli-
gious “union” and a blissful life after
death.

Accepting this belief, Tao-an as-
sembled seven of his pupils and led
them in collectively vowing to seek
rebirth in Maitreya’s heaven. Legend
tells us that when he died in A.D. 385,
a strange priest appeared and pointed
to the northwest, where the clouds
opened and abeautiful heaven became
visible to his dying eyes.

Tao-an’s leading disciple, Hui-
yuan, attracted more than 100devotees
and scholars to his famous monastery
at Lu-shan Mountain. He led a group
which vowed devotion to Amida and
soughtmeditative visions of their sav-
ior and his Pure Land. Their austere
meditative practice proved successful
since Hui-yuan and many of his stu-
dents had such visions. One student,
LiuCh’eng-ching, reportedly saw both
thePure Land and the Buddhaon many
occasions. Immediately before his
death another disciple, Seng-chi, saw
himself proceed through a void after
which he beheld the Buddha Amida
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and seemed to go through the whole
universe in all directions. Hui-yuan
also had a pre-death experience. In
A.D.414, he seemed to see something
from his death bed. When asked by
attending monks what he saw, he re-
plied, “The Buddha is coming!” after
which he died.*

Land doctrine occurred in the
Sixth Century. A scholar from north-
ern China, T’an-luan, had an apparent

SECOND development in Pure
ixth

*Becker, 1981, page 163

Image ofthe Chinese monk Shan-tao,
noted for his visionary experiences,
was produced from a stone rubbing of
his carved memorial in Xiangji Temple.
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near-death experience in which he saw
agolden gate open before him while
he was deathly ill. Upon recovering,
he searched for scriptures that might
explain this incident After gathering
many Taoist texts, he metthe Buddhist
monk Bodhiruci, who revealed to him
the Pure Land doctrines. T’an-luan
discarded his Taoistscriptures and de-
voted his life to spreading the Pure
Land religion.

Certainly one factor contributing to
the acceptance of this doctrine was its
ability to explain near-death experi-
ences, cognitions of seemingly great
importance in the Chinese mind dur-
ing this era. T’an-luan initiated not
only theemphasis on beliefinthe Pure
Land but on the practice of chanting
the name of Amida as a method of
reaching this heaven.

Tao-ch’o,bomin562, was inspired
by the inscription on T’an-luan’stomb
which led to his acceptance of Pure
Land doctrines. Attheageof65 on his
deathbed he had a remarkable experi-
ence:

T’an-luan appeared to him, and in a
voice heard by all present, commanded
that Tao-ch’o must continue to teach
people for many years. It is said that
flowers fell from heaven, whichwere care-
fully preserved by his followers. Fromthat
day on, Tao-ch’o became progressively
healthier, even regaining another set of
teeth, and continued to teach for almost
two decades, living to the rare age of
eighty-three.*

+Becker, 1981, page 166
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OneofTao-ch’o’sfollowers, Shan-
tao (Zendo in Japanese; 613-681), was
also prone to visionary experiences
and painted 300 pictures of the Pure
Land. The prevalence of Amida wor-
ship in Chinaduring this era is almost
certainly due to hispreaching. The use
of carved and painted images to pro-
mote meditative techniques contrib-
uted to what might be considered
“replicable experiments.” 1fa person
meditated intensely, he could obtain
visionary and near-death experiences
that supported the Pure Land doc-
trines.

For example, Shan-tao had many
visionary experiences obtained
through eating only small amounts of
rice and vegetables, controlling his
mind, repeating tens of thousands of
mantras, and going without sleep for
seven days. He also encouraged his
followers to keep records of near-
death experiences giving the religious
movement an empirical nature. Not
only did a“theory” regarding the Pure
Land exist, but a “replicable” experi-
mental procedure (intense meditation)
was associated with agrowing body of
evidence supporting the theory. After
his death Shan-tao was buried under
the pagoda at Xiangji Temple. The
later success of his doctrines de-
pended, in part, on the eminence and
fame of the monks who subsequently
reported visions and near-death expe-
riences supporting his teachings.

Ch’ia-ts’ai, who lived shortly after
Tao-ch’o, compiled the firstcollection
of near-death experiences, the Ching-
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t'u-lun. This document contained 20
accounts, half from monks and half
from lay persons.

In at least one case, (that of “Dharma-
master Chu-Hung”) not only the dying
person but all present were said to have
seen the body of the Buddha coming from
the Pure Land to welcome thedying monk.

. Inother cases, devout laywomen and
laymen described visions of heavenly
hosts on their deathbeds. Inyet another, a
butcher first had a vision of hell, where
upon he was terrified into chanting the
name of Amida; he then had a vision of
Amida offering him the lotus seat, and
passed peacefully away.*

During the latter Eighth Century
and early Ninth Century, Fa-chao, a
monk residing at the monastery origi-
nally established by Hui-yuan
(founder of the earliest Pure Land sect
in China), had a vision of a monk,
Ch’eng-yuan, who was to become his
master. Afterwards Fa-chao experi-
enced many remarkable visions under
Ch’eng-yuan’s guidance. He even
learned a special five-tone chant from
Amida himself while “visiting the
Pure Land” in meditation. The Em-
peror reportedly heard Fa-chao’s
monks chanting this five-tone mantra
from a great distance away, and when
learning of the source of the sound,
was converted to the Pure Land doc-
trines. Fa-Chao regularly had visions
of the Pure Land where he listened to
the sounds of water, birds and trees
praising Amida.
+Becker, 1984, page 60.
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Like Fa-Chao, a later patriarch of
the Chinese Pure Land religion, Shao-
K’ang (or Shoko), was known as a
musician andcomposer. Afterhearing
ofShan-tao’sdoctrine, he prayedat the
great monk’s tomb where he heard a
voice asking him to preach the faith.
Shao-K’ang spread the Pure Land reli-
gion through Chekiang, his home
province.

During this era the practices and
teaching of Fa-Chao were transported
to Japan and a Japanese Tendai Bud-
dhist center was established at Mount
Hiei. There Genshin (945-1017) fol-
lowed a meditation technique which
required walking continuously, even
for 90 days, until a visionary experi-
ence occurred. Genshin is known for
his paintings and writings of hell and
heaven, and for furthering Amida-
worship inJapan. Alsoat MountHiei,
monk Ryonin experienced a vision of
Amidawhich encouraged him tobegin
missionary activity. He awoke from
one ofhis meditative visionsbearing a
scroll as proofofhis heavenly visit, an
eventaccepted as authentic by both his
followers and 1h§ emperor.

J1 TARIOUS Japanese collections of

V miracle stories contain tales
which coincide with Chinese descrip-
tions of near-death experiences. The
Ryoiki, which has stories mostly of the
years from 724 to 796, provides spe-
cificnames, dates, hoursand locations
for some ofthenear-death experiences
it describes. Revived people told of
seeing clouds and golden mountains,
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golden palaces, and sometimes a hell
where sinners were judged by Yama,
the god of the dead.

Other Japanese collectionsofnear-
death experiences also support Pure
Land doctrines and coincide with the
patterns found in modem reports.
These include the Konjaku
Monogathari of the 11th Century, the
Fuso Ryakki, compiled in the Mid-
1211) Century, and the Uji Shui
Monogatari, probably dated 1215. All
these manuscripts contain tales of
deathbed revivals or resuscitated
corpses who described encounters
with deities and visits to heavens or
hells. The Genko Shakusko described
near-death experiences such as the
case of the monk Enno, who “died” at
age 57, yetrevived to find he could not
speak or hear for three years. After-
wards, he told of seeing the Pure Land.

Honen (1133-1212) is credited
with being the founder of the Jodo
(Pure Land) School of Buddhism in
Japan. Although Genshinand Ryonin
had taught the doctrines in their moun-
tain monastery, they failed to attracta
large following. In 1175, Honen came
across the Chinese monk Shan-tao’s
admonition:

Only repeat the name of Amidawith all
your heart—whether walking or standing
still, whether sitting or lying never cease
thispractice forevenamoment This is the
practice which brings salvation without
fail, for itis in accordance with the original
vow of the Buddha.*

*Eliot, 1964, page 262.
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Honen took thisadvice to heartand
began chanting the name Amida over
70,000 times a day. This brought
about frequent profound visions
which he carefully recorded between
1198 and 1206. His visions corre-
spond to near-death experiences in
that he described heavens, hells, and
Amida as the merciful individual
whose function itis to guide those who
seek him. Not long before his death,
Honen wrote “One Sheet of Paper,” a
famous briefsummary ofhis doctrine,
which he considered fully complete.
He expressed the idea that merely
chanting the prayer, ormantra, “Namu
Amida Butsu,” without doubt in
Amida’s mercy, was all that was re-
quired in order to gain his guidance to
the Pure Land.

Those who wonder why this
learned monk advocated such a sim-
plistic doctrine forget the profound
impact that religious visions often
have on experiencers. Modem near-
death experiences often are reported
as “more real” than normal experi-
ence, and sometimes they change a
person’s attitude for life. Honen was
advocating the method he had found
most valuable for inducing such expe-
riences.

‘While Honen was on his deathbed,
his disciples brought an image of
Amida before him. According to cus-
tom, a dying man was to hold onto
special five-colored cords attached to
the image’s hands in order to keep his
mind focused on Amidaatthe moment
of death. Honen remarked that the
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ceremony was not necessary since, as
aresult of his continuous chanting, he
had been gazing continually at the
Pure Land, Amida, and the
bodhisattvas for more than 10 years.

Early changes in Honen’s doctrines
may have contributed to later major
modifications. After Honen’s death,
his favorite disciple, Shinran, argued
that only one sincere prayer to Amida
was truly necessary. Further chanting
couldbe conducted merely asaform of
thanksgiving for Amida’s mercy.
Shinran allowed monks to many and
found a wife for himself.

This revision of doctrine, a devia-
tion from the earlier austere methods
associated with altered states of con-
sciousness, may have reduced the
number of visionary experiences
which supported Pure Land doctrines
in earlier eras. In 1385 Ryoyo Shogei
(1341-1420) suggested, in a radical
departure from previous tenets, that
the Pure Land was merely a figure of
speech and was simply metaphorical.
According to his idea, the Pure Land is
everywhere:  What is required is
merely achange of mind and heart, not
of place. Earlier monks, guided by
visions and near-death experience,
would have been alarmed. For them,
the Pure Land was real. Many had
visited it at will and Ryonin had even
brought back a scroll!

The histories and revelations of
Pure Land masters suggest that reli-
gious doctrines evolved in harmony
with the central elements ofnear-death
and visionary experience. Individuals
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separated by great distances and hun-
dreds ofyears reported similar images
of Amida’s Pure Land. Universal
commonalities within anomalous ex-
periences may contribute to the simi-
larities in religious images regarding
deities, heavens and hells. The en-
deavor contained an empirical aspect
Monks, facing difficult questions re-
garding the meaning of death, devised
meditational methods for obtaining
information about the afterworld
which supported belief in particular
“theories.” They collected data on
visions and near-death experiences
bearing on their “hypotheses” that the
Western Buddha would meet the be-
liever at the time of his death to escort
him to the Pure Land.

Medieval Chinese and Japanese
Buddhist monks felt, as do some
modem near-death experiencers, that
their visions of Amida’s heaven were
more true thannormalreality. Aslong
as a steady stream of verifying ac-
counts supported this theory, the doc-
trines included belief in a “real”
heaven. The factthatcentral elements
exist within these experiences in dif-
ferent cultures and historical periods
may help to explain why so many dif-
ferentreligions believe insimilarsorts
of heavens and hells.
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THE STAMP THAT FORETOLD THE FUTURE
By George W. Earley

O N MAY 14,1918, stamp collec-

tor William T. Robey entered a
Washington, D.C., post office.
America’s firstairmail service was to
begin the next day and Robey was
theretobuy, ontheirfirstday ofissue,
asheet of 100 of the new 24-cent air
mail stamps.

Prominently featured onthe stamp
was the Curtiss JN4-H “Jenny” air-
plane which would be flown by army
pilots carrying the mail. And clearly
visible on the drawing was the actual
identification number, 38262, of one
ofthose army planes.

Robey’s purchase made stamp-
collecting history. Through an in-
credible printing error, his sheet, and
onlyhis sheet, had the airplanes printed
upside down!

He consequently sold that $24
dollar sheetof 100 stamps for$ 15,000
— ahandsome sum in 1918. Butby
1982, a single “Inverted Jenny,” as

the stamps had come to be known,
sold for $198,000 and ablock of four
fetched $500,000.

But the attention focused on the
ever-rising value of those “Inverted
Jenny” stamps has obscured a curious
coincidence that took place the day
after Robey’s purchase.

OnMay 15,1918, before acrowd
at the Washington, D.C., Polo
Grounds, army pilotLt. George Boyle
climbed into Jenny #38262 to inaugu-
ratethe airmail service by flying 5500
pieces of mail to Philadelphia.

For reasons never understood,
Boyle, once airborne, wentthe wrong
way and after flying but 20 miles
made aclumsy landing on aMaryland
farm. Though unhurt, Boyle found
himself and his airplane upside down
— Jenny #38262 was inverted inreal
life, just as it was depicted on those
stamps William Robey had bought
barely 24 hours earlier!



PSYCHIC HEALING OF
MULTIPLE PERSONALITY

Is exorcism of evil spirits a way to cure severe
mental iliness? It is if it works — and it's working in Brazil.

By Stanley Krippner

Reproduced by permission of the
American Anthropological Association from

ETHOS 15(3), 1987 Not for further reproduction.
N 1840, the French physician
dl Despine published a monograph
lescribing his successful treatment
of dual personality in a young
woman named Estelle. Despine
claimed that Estelle’s secondary
personality directed her treatment
with guidance from a benign “spir-
it.” Although this approach is not in
vogue among Western psychother-
apists, it would not be considered
unusual among the mediumistic
healers of Brazil's three major spir-
itist sects, Candomblé, Kardecismo
and Umbanda.

This paper will review the devel-
opment of spiritism in Brazil and
describe how some Kardecismo
practitioners deal with a condition
referred to as “multiple personality
disorder” (MPD) by Western psy-
chotherapists. MPD in the United
States is uncommon but not rare
(Watkins and Johnson 1982). Many
people who suffer from the condi-
tion do not receive appropriate
therapy until some unusual or vio-

39

Partl

lent experience calls attention to
their actual condition.

MPD is often referred to as a
“dissociative reaction,” other exam-
ples being amnesia and fugue states.
It is not considered to be a psycho-
sis, but it does represent a more
severe psychological disturbance
than those conditions described as
neuroses. In MPD, a large segment
of the psyche, including behaviors
and feelings, has been “split off,”
apparently to eliminate an un-
wanted or painful part of oneself
(Watkins and Johnson 1982:6).
However, in MPD this “alter” seg-
ment of the psyche acquires a life
and identity of its own.

It would be tempting to regard
mediumistic possession, the incor-
poration of benign sp , as analo-
gous to MPD. Yet this would be far
from accurate. Mediums are quite
aware of the process and even when
they claim to be amnesic for the
experience, there are always col-
leagues eager to describe the session
for them. Rather, the diagnostic
category of MPD in Western psy-
chotherapy most closely resembles




40

the spiritist description of “involun-
tary possession” used to describe
those unfortunate individuals whose
aberrant behavior is said to be due
to long-term habitation and control
by malevolent or immature spirits.
Sometimes these spirits represent
personalities from the victim's own
“past lives” while at other times they
represent “earthbound’’entities who
prefer not to leave the familiar
earthly setting once they die.

ORIGINS OF
BRAZILIAN SPIRITISM

The first African slaves were
brought to Brazil in about 1550 to
work on plantations in the north-
eastern part of the Portuguese
colony. Many of them were appro-
priated, often with the complicity of
avaricious people from their own
tribes, from the West African coast,
home of the Yoruba culture. Per-
meating the Yoruba belief system
were stories about the spirits or
“orishas.” Powerful and terrifying,
but so human that they could be
talked to, pleaded with, and cajoled
through special offerings, the
orishas were part of the tradition
brought to Brazil by the slaves.
Upon their arrival, the slaves were
baptized as Christians and forced to
attend the Roman Catholic mass.
They were allowed to hold their
own religious services but encount-
ered difficulty if the priests did not
find pictures of Jesus, Mary and the
saints upon the slaves’ altars.
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So it was that the slaves cleverly
adopted the Christian spirits, com-
bining them with their own orishas.
Olorun, god ofcreation, was thought
of as God the Father, or Jehova.
Obatala, god of the heavens and of
purity, merged with Jesus Christ. His
daughter, Yemanja, merged with the
Virgin Mary, and her children with
St. George, St. Sebastian, St. Cath-
erine and various other Christian
saints. There was no direct counter-
part for Satan in Yoruba mythology.
The closest that could be derived
were the ifas and the exus, messen-
gers of the gods and guardians of the
temples who were quite mischievous,
sometimes mixing up people's prayers
and granting them someone else’s
request.

A few additional spirits eventual-
ly entered the panoply. The Wise
Old Black Slaves (os pretos velhos)
were archetypal parent images, and
the Indians of the Seven Paths (os
caboclos) embodied the best traits
of the indigenous native Americans
and their part-Caucasian descen-
dants. Both categories of spirits
were considered to be very impor-
tant in healing ceremonies (Leacock
and Leacock 1972). As criancas
were babies who died at an early
age, while any number of a practi-
tioner’s ancestors could surface dur-
ing a worship session.

The slaves were freed in 1888, not
long after Brazil declared its inde-
pendence. Fifteen generations of
Brazilians had heard the stories of
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the orishas, of death by the evil eye,
of illnesses cured by spirit counsel
and of marriages saved by spirit
intervention. In 1830 three black
freedwomen had bought an aban-
doned millhouse to set up Brazil's
first Candomblé center. The three
former slaves became mediums or
“mothers of the saints” and their
apprentices became “daughters of
the saints.” Both groups resurrected
and adapted the Yoruba traditions,
using the original names of the
orishas and “incorporating” the
spirits as they sang, danced and beat
their drums. They also learned
about herbs and about the special
teas and potions needed by the sick
and infirm (McGregor 1962).

In 1818 a group of mediumistic
practitioners was organized around
the principles of homeopathy. Later
this group eagerly translated a book
by Allen Kardec, a French spiritu-
alist, which had been brought to
Brazil from Europe in 1858. In it
they found a faith more sophisti-
cated than Candomblé; it circum-
vented the drum beating and most
of the orishas. Yet Kardecismo up-
held the importance of incorporat-
ing spirit guides in healing services
and religious ceremonies (Krippner
and Villoldo 1976).

Umbanda was initiated about
1904; its founder claimed to be in
contact with an American Indian
spirit guide who taught him how to
“purify” the African rites. Some
Umbandistas use drums and make

sacrifices but others do not. All,
however, emphasize the importance
of spirit incorporation and all ven-
erate Jesus Christ. In addition,
Christian names are used for the
saints rather than the African appel-
lations (Herskovits 1937).

There are other mediumistic (or
“spiritist”) movements as well, but
Candomblé, Kardecismo and Um-
banda are the three major syncretic
groupings. Their ceremonies differ
and their rituals vary, but they hold
several beliefs in common: (1) hu-
mans have a physical body and a
sp al body; (2) discarnate spirits
are in constant contact with the
physical world; (3) humans can
learn how to incorporate spirit
guides for the purpose of healing.

In contemporary Brazil the spirit-
ist healer may be a local medium, a
hospital psychiatrist or a clinical
psychologist. Each would consider
the possibility ofspirit“possession”
and/or past-life evocation as the
explanatory principle of some if not
most cases of MPD. In my six trips
to Brazil, | have had the opportunity
to observe many exorcisms, healing
sessions and medif i
In addition, | have
itist healers regarding their views of
MPD etiology and treatment.

It must be recalled that MPD as a
diagnostic category represents a
model of the psyche promulgated
by Western psychotherapists. The
Brazilian practitioners who have
most eagerly adopted MPD as a
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convenient label include orthodox
psychiatrists and psychologists who
employ drugs, hypnosis and the
other modalities currently in favor
among Western psychotherapists.
Most spiritist practitioners (and
their clients) have never heard of
MPD, as such, and treat people
with dissociative reactions with the
same rituals, amulets and brews
that have been used for centuries.

A third group, however, has
emerged — primarily among the
followers of Kardec. These practi-
tioners have accepted the Western
diagnostic category of MPD and
have adapted their procedures to
treat it. Their clients may or may
not be familiar with the MPD label,
depending on their level of educa-
tion and sophistication. However,
all the clients would be familiar with
the notions of past lives and spirit
possession. The notion of “self-
hood” is quite different in Brazilian
society, especially those aspects of it
that are closer to the Afro-Brazilian
traditions in which reincarnation
and spiritism are an integral part of
the worldview.

Although there is no uniformity
of practice, Kardecismo therapy
may involve the exorcism of offend-
ing “earthbound spirits,” the inte-
gration of intruding “past-life per-
sonalities” into the client’s behav-
ioral repertoire, or acompromise in
which some of these personalities
retain their identity but emerge only
on circumscribed occasions. The
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latter alternative is often utilized in
the case of clients who have been
encouraged to undergo mediumistic
training. Once they have become
mediums, their other personalities
can be of assistance in their voca-
tional duties.

At the same time, these practi-
tioners may refer some MPD cases
to a psychologist or psychiatrist,
claiming that the etiology of the
dissociation is physical or sexual
abuse as a child rather than the
appearance of past-life personalities
or offending spirits. | have seen this
discrimination made in the case of
other disorders; the more ecletic of
the spiritist practitioners claim that
spirit possession is one of many
possible causes of dysfunctional
behavior. Indeed, there are spiritist
clinics and hospitals where a physi-
cian, nurse, social worker or psy-
chologist might be called in to
supervise a case. At the same time it
is held that a painful childhood
experience can produce a proclivity
to later spirit possession or emer-
gence of a past-life personality.

"PSICO-SINTESE”
L1IEZER CERQUERI1A
Mendes is a retired surgeon

who heads atherapeuticcommunity

on the outskirts of Sao Paulo. He
also sees clients at a Sao Paulo
office on an outpatient basis and
has organized therapeutic commu-
nities in four other Brazilian cities.
At both locations he specializes in
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treating epileptics, schizophrenics
and MPD cases, especially those
allegedly resistant to conventional
therapy. Inspired by Kardec's writ-
ings, Mendes’ basic assumption is
that many of these individuals are
psychically sensitive and that the
manifestations of thi sensitivity
are often ignored or mi:
(Mendes 1982, 1985).

Etiology

In the instance of MPDs, Mendes
is of the opinion that the disorder
can often be understood in terms of
his clients’ past lives. He believes
that everyone’s past lives are omni-
present, often exhibiting themselves
as subpersonalities or emerging
under special conditions such as
iliness or inebriation. For MPD
cases, however, Mendes believes a
hypersensiti exists, often (but
not always) triggered by traumatic
childhood experiences. He finds
more female than male clients suf-
fering from MPD, supposedly be-
cause women are more emotionally
sensitive and therefore more vul-
nerable to past-life manifestations.

According to Mendes, the onset
of MPD for both sexes is generally
between the ages of 16 and 25 but he
claims to have seen cases in which
MPD is apparent much earlier. In
an interview with me, he described
one case he had treated that in-
volved a 12-year-old girl who, at the
onset of puberty, began to play
boys’ games in the street. At the

same time, she started to criticize
her rapidly developing female phys-
iology. Mendes consulted a group
of mediums he refers to as a “super-
team” because of their alleged pro-
ficiency in diagnosis. The “super-
team” reported that the client had
been a male in a previous life and
that this former personality had
been evoked by the biological
changes accompanying puberty.
After about three months of psy-
chotherapy, the alleged alternate
(or alter) male personality had
merged with the host female per-
sonality. The girl’s gender was
accepted by what Mendes referred
to as the client’s “psychological cen-
ter,” a deep-seated aspect of the
psyche underlying all personalities,
both host and alter.

Diagnosis

To diagnose a case of MPD,
Mendes relies on his “superteam” of
three mediums. They place the
entin an altered state of conscious-
ness, typically through music and
movement. Mendes finds that musi-
cal pieces by such “minimalist”
composers as Philip Glass and Steve
Reich are the most effective for this
work. In making this choice, he
departs from the rhythmic percus-
sion music common to the typical
Afro-American ceremonies found,
for example, in Candomblé. While
the client dances to the music, the
“superteam” attempts to contact
the alter personalities. As they do
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so, the client's movements, voice
and facial expressions are observed,
as they typically change from per-
sonality to personality. The “super-
team” records in writing its obser-
vations concerning each personality
that manifests itself.

Mendes feels that mediums are
useful diagnosticians because MPD
cases often have mediumistic abili-
ties themselves. Trained mediums
present a unified personality struc-
ture, however, which can be set
aside during a seance when they
attempt to contact a disembodied
spirit entity. MPD cases, on the
other hand, do not demonstrate this
unity and are unable to function
easily either as a medium or in any
other social role.

Treatment: early phases

Mendes refers to his therapeutic
approach as “psico-sintese” because
he attempts to synthesize various
aspects of his clients’ psyches. (This
term evolved independently from
Robert Assogioli’'s “psychosynthe-
sis” in Italy and Salvador Roquet's
“psicosintesis” in Mexico, although

commonalities.) Psico-sintese en-
courages MPD clients to display
their various personalities, and each
personality is given its chance for
attention.

In MPD, Mendes asserts, each
personality “lives in its own apart-
ment,” but therapy encourages them
all to “enter the dining room.”
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Psico-sintesis stresses an affective
approach to treatment, hence the
emotional life of each alter person-
ality is explored and compared with
others. This comparison is made by
the clients themselves, by the psy-
chotherapists, by the mediums and
— in the therapeutic community
setting — by other clients.

In the case of people whose alter
personalities represent former life-
times, the goal oftherapy is a merg-
ing of personalities by bringing
them all into what Mendes calls the
“psychological center.” This merg-
ing first occurs emotionally as link-
ages are formed between personali-
ties. One personality may have
emotional strengths that the other
personalities lack; the eventual syn-
thesis can result in a fuller, more
complex personality structure than
what was earlier available for any of
the personalities. Mendes claims
that these alter personalities from
former lives typically emphasize one
of four styles: emotional, instinc-
tive, intellectual or spiritual. These
styles roughly correspond to the
Jungian typology of feeling, sens-
ing, thinking and intuition.

Clients are told that the rate of
their integration is dependent upon
them and their own efforts to elect a
“psychological synthesis” of their
various personalities. However, if
there is the intrusion ofa malevolent
personality — from a past life or
from another source — exorcism
rather than merging is advised.
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Ifitisdifficult for a personality to
manifest, one of the mediums may
encourage it to appear through him
or her. Mendes spoke of one case of
a 42-year-old woman whose alter-
nate personality spent more time in
the medium’s “energy field” than in
the client's “energy field” for close
to two years. Mendes claimed that
this was actually beneficial for the
alternate personality as it was able
to reach alevel of development with
the medium, also a woman in her
40's, that had not been attained with
the client. When the alternate per-
sonality returned to the client, it
was easier for the integration to
occur.

Mendes observed that the alter
personalities are typically sup-
pressed by the client’s family when
they make an early appearance.
Later, if the client sees a conven-
tional psychotherapist, the alter
personalities are again suppressed
by medication and/or electrocon-
vulsive therapy. Mendes feels that
behavior therapy treats the symp-
toms rather than the problem itself.

Mendes claims that he follows
the affective aspect of his treatment
with an “instinctual” approach.
This next phase of the treatment is
characterized by assisting the alter-
nate personality to express itself
physically through deep breathing,
exercise, massage, painting, dance
and dramatizations. Birthmarks
and phobias of the presenting per-
sonality are thought to give clues as

to his or her past lives. For example,
a scar on the neck could represent
death by beheading in a former life;
afear of swimming could be related
to a fatal drowning.

Treatment: later phases

The final foci of treatment are
“intellectual” and “spiritual,” at
which time all of a client's alter
personalities are addressed. Their
concurrent needs are stated and
compared; this lays the groundwork
for a possible “psychological syn-
thesis” of the personalities.

Mendes feels that it is important
that each of the alter personalities
manifests itself. In the psico-sintese
process, the weakest of the person-
alities is the first to merge with the
presenting personality. As the
weaker personalities disappear, the
stronger alter personalities are given
more attention. A medium works
with the psychotherapist because
the medium is often able to evoke
the alter personality with more fa-
cility. It is Mendes' position that
mediums tend to understand alter
personalities better than do most
psychotherapists.

Mendes claims that, at times, an
alter personality may speak in a
foreign language or with a pro-
nounced accentdue to the language
spoken in its former life. When that
language or accent disappears, the
therapist knows that the alternate
personality is beginning to merge
with the presenting personality.
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Integration is not desirable in all
cases. If the alter personality rep-
resents someone else’s former life, it
may need to be expunged rather
than merged. The alter personality
might also represent a nonhuman
“low spirit,” such as an ifa or an exu
is considered to be. Or it might be
an alter personality of someone cur-
rently alive, such as a sorcerer. In
these cases, exorcism may be prac-
ticed. Again, a team of mediums
knowledgeable in such procedures
can be used to dispel the intruding
entity.

Another alternative is taken in
the instance of those clients who
become mediums and may retain
one or more alter personalities to
assist them in their profession.
Mendes discussed one case in which
a medium would allow an alter
French personality from a former
life to take control. This personality
purportedly spoke in French and
was able to obtain cultural informa-
tion which purportedly was not
available to the presenting person-
ality.

Mendes conceptualizes the alter
personality as g in a “parallel
universe”; thus, it can be harbored
in a way that poses no serious
problem to the medium who, in
fact, is able to evoke it when it is
needed. This type of client moves
from involuntary possession by the
alternate personality to a voluntary
incorporation of a personality from
a former life.
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Group therapy

Mendes prefers the advantages
offered by his therapeutic commu-
nity to seeing clients individually.
He considers a nondairy, vegetarian
regimen optimal for his clients, and
diet can be carefully monitored in
the residential setting. Mendes finds
dance therapy more effective when
there are several participants be-
cause of the reactions which occur.
Mendes refers to the large rooms
where the dancing, dramatizations
and exercise sessions take place as
the “mad-o-drama” rooms.

Both the psychotherapists and
mediums are present during the
group therapy sessions to facilitate
the process, to “channel” the crises
that occur and to pay attention to
the alter personalities that become
manifest. Sometimes, MPD cases
are combined with epileptics and
schizophrenics in the “mad-o-
drama” rooms. One person’s mani-
festations of an alter personality
might stimulate the uncovering of
unconscious material by someone
else.

Visitors and relatives are urged to
join the melee because the inclusion
of nondisturbed people is felt bene-
ficial to the “energy field” that
develops during each therapy ses-
sion. Folk healers may be invited
into group therapy sessions to
attempt a “laying-on” of hands for
receptive clients. Homeopathic
practitioners may visit the thera-
peutic community and prescribe
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specific remedies for individual
clients.

Ifaclient’scondition deteriorates
or does not improve, he or she is
sent by Mendes to one of the hos-
pitals run by Brazilian spiritists. In
these hospitals there is an accep-
tance of the notion that the emer-
gence of past-life personalities and/
or possession by a discarnate entity
can produce multiple personality
disorders. In this section, both indi-
vidual and group therapy is prac-
ticed; clients are again reminded
that they are ultimately responsible
for the rate of their own healing
process.

Results

Mendes claims to be able to re-
habilitate 70 percent of his MPD
cases, the average length of treat-
ment being about three years. He
purports to have an 85 percent
success rate with epileptics, many of
whom are trained to control their
seizures by becoming mediums and
incorporating spirits. With schizo-
phrenic clients, Mendes claims only
a 30 percent success rate.

Despite the larger number of cli-
ents Mendes has treated over the
years, Mendes is not allowed to
present his work at medical associ-
ation meetings in Brazil. Other
physicians consider psico-sintesis to
be controversial and untested. In
addition, according to Mendes, his
therapy is too closely associated
with Brazilian spiritist teachings to

win medical support, despite his
own medical background.

Nor does Mendes fare better with
Brazilian psychologists. He is not
allowed to use the term “clinical
psychology” to describe his work.
Instead, he refers to himself as an
“applied parapsychologist.” In the
meantime, hundreds of new clients
find their way to Mendes for indi-
vidual or group treatment every
month. As a result, there would be
no shortage of potential research
participants for clinical studies, in-
cluding the follow-up ofclients once
they are dismissed.

Case study

Sonia was an 18-year-old client
from the city of Salvador who could
not establish long-term relation-
ships with men. Her sexual behavior
was characterized by aseries of one-
night-stands in which she engaged
in intercourse but could not achieve
orgasm. Sometimes she was told
that she had fought bitterly with
these men, but she had no memory
of the conflicts. One evening, three
men arrived at the same time for a
date but Soniaonly recalled accept-
ing an invitation from one of them.
In despair, she unsuccessfully at-
tempted suicide on several occa-
sions. She went in and out of hos-
pitals where she was given electro-
convulsive therapy and heavy doses
of medication.

Sonia was referred to Mendes by
a friend. During her first interview
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with the “superteam,” Sonia re-
portedly began to speak in French,
a language she had never studied. A
voice emanating from Sonia intro-
duced herself as “Violetta,” one of
Sonia’s former lives. Violetta
claimed that she had lived in the
18th Century. Furthermore, she
frankly stated that she wanted to
kill Sonia because she would have
more freedom if she could com-
pletely control Sonia’s body. Vio-
lettawanted to be more, rather than
less, sexually promiscuous. It was
Violetta who had fought with men
who did not please her and who had
accepted multiple dates only to em-
barrass Sonia. Further, Violetta
stated that she attained orgasm eas-
ily and did not care whether Sonia
was orgasmic or not.

The goal of Mendes' therapy
focused upon limiting the power of
Violetta while attempting a “psy-
chological synthesis” of the instinc-
tual side of her personality with that
of Sonia whose instinctual aspects
were poorly developed. Sonia was
treated in Mendes’ office rather
than in the therapeutic community
because she worked during the day.

After six treatments the host and
alter personalities allegedly had
merged to the extent that Sonia was
able to achieve orgasm. Sonia’s in-
tellectual abilities were further de-
veloped by Mendes and sharpened
to give her greater self-awareness
and self-control.

However, another alter personal-
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ity from the 16th Century emerged,
that of Sarah, a Jewish housewife.
At first Sarah's appearance compli-
cated the treatment, but it soon
became evident that Sarah provided
the emotional maturity that both
Sonia and Violetta lacked.

Sonia continued to be orgasmic
and soon got married. Her husband
began to attend therapy sessions,
learning how to communicate with
Violetta and Sarah. Another per-
sonality, Chen, then manifested it-
self. A male entity, Chen was intro-
duced by Sarah as an initiate of a
Chinese spiritual discipline.

Chen brought a spiritual tran-
quility into Sonia's life just as he
had supposedly performed the same
function for Sarah centuries earlier.
Because Sarah had refused to re-
nounce her Jewish faith, the Span-
ish Inquisition had burned her at
the stake as awitch. Indeed, shortly
after Sarah’s appearance, Sonia
developed spots on her body that
resembled small burns. Sonia also
developed red rings on her wrists
where Sarah claimed she had been
tied to the stake. Sonia wanted to
wear her new swimming suit to the
beach but feared that the burns had
disfigured her. But Sarah said that
the burns had served their purpose,
correctly predicting that they would
disappear in 48 hours.

Sonia claimed to recall seeing all
three ofthe alter personalities when
she was a child and considered them
to be her spiritplaymates. When she
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told her mother about them, she
was scolded, told that she was
“crazy” and warned never to talk
about them again. The recall of
childhood experiences appeared to
accelerate Sonia’s therapy. A merg-
ing took place after 18 months of
work with Mendes, and the “psy-
chological synthesis” reportedly
was still intact three years later.
Mendes commented that all three
of the alter personalities were intel-
ligent entities, making the therapy
much easier. When an alter person-

POLLING THE
CCORDING to a January
A1987 report by the Chicago
ribune, about four in 10 Ameri-
cans surveyed by Chicago’s Nation-
al Opinion Research Center say
that they have had contact with the
dead. Two-thirds claim to have
experienced deja vu and extrasen-
sory perception and 31 percent say
they have been clairvoyant at some
time in their lives.

“What was paranormal is now
normal,” writes Andrew Greeley,
the priest-novelist-NORC staffer,
in American Health magazine.

In 1973 a NORC study showed
that only 27 percent of Americans
believed they had had contact with
the dead. But its most recent poll of
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ality is a child or a retarded person,
therapy becomes a more difficult
process because of these entities’
limited social maturity, speech and
intelligence. In the case of Sonia,
however, two of the alter personali-
ties represented Sonia’s past lives,
and the third was an entity known
to one of them. According to
Mendes, when the alter personality
is somebody else’'s past life or an
“obsessive spirit,” therapy is con-
siderably more time-consuming.
Thisis Part | ofa two-part article.

PARANORMAL
paranormal experiences found that
67 percent of widows reported
mystical encounters with dead
spouses.

Thatfinding, Greeley says, repli-
cates a study conducted by the
University of North Carolina in
which many widows claimed to
have seen their dead spouses,
touched them, heard them and
even talked with them.

P. Richard Olson, aprofessor of
family medicine at UNC, said that
administering psychoactive drugs
failed to end these “visits.” Fur-
thermore, Olson reported that the
psychic events didn't scare the
widows. Rather, they found them
helpful.
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We heard footsteps on the st

airs, a baby wail, awoman

scream—sounds that we knew had no earthly cause.

By C. Kutac

HEN OUR FAMILY first saw
the hotel at Fort Duchesne, in

the winter of 1951-52, it was a cold,

grayday. Itwas20below zero andthe
snow was hip deep. We had just left
the Arizona desertand this frigid Utah
weather was a real shock.

Ominous clouds were building up
on the horizon and a cold wind was
scraping tree limbs against the glass
window panes. | would be lying if |
said the hotel seemed forbidding. We
felt nothing out of the ordinary as we
carriedourbelongingsto ournew quar-
ters. There was no premonition of the
strange happenings that waited inside
that building. I’'m sure that had we
been able to see what the future held,
we would never have setfootin the old
hotel.

The huge old building, dating back
to the 1880’s, had been used to house
unmarriedcavalry soldiers senttokeep
peace with the Ute Indians. The hotel
was flanked by other buildings, on
either side, to house the married sol-
diers and their families. The fort was
laid out in the shape of a horseshoe,
formed around large parade grounds,
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King, a Shetland sheepdog, watched
as eerie footsteps ascended stairs.

complete with reviewing stand.

After the soldiers left the fort in
1910, itwas turned over to the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. The old buildings
were used to house families of BIA
employees. The hotel had some of its



doors permanently shut off, thereby
formingseveral apartments, rather than
dozens of single rooms.

‘When we firstmoved into the hotel,
we had an apartment at the back of the
building, on the ground level. There
were five rooms in a row and a porch
running the length of them. The ceil-
ings were 10 to 12 feet high and the
doors, made of solid wood, reached
nearly that high.

Soon after we moved in, | settled
down on the bed to rest. Suddenly one
ofthose enormous doors was toppling
toward me. | didn’thave time to jump
outof the way, so | rolled off the bed.
The doorthumped across the bed, right
where | had been lying just seconds
before. The door was three inches
thick and heavy enough that it would
have injured me. At the time we all
thought it strange that the door hadn’t
sagged or squeaked and neither hinge
had been loose. The door had simply
pulled loose from both hinges atonce.

Several times weblamedeach other
forbeing up and wandering around the
apartment at night. There were only
mother, father and I living there and
each of us denied being the one who
was up walking around in the wee
hours of the morning. Yetwe sensed
andheardsomethingorsomeoneroam-
ing about the rooms at night.

Thefirstnightwe heard thescream-
ing we were up and alert in an instant.
We wanted to help the woman who
was running hysterically up and down
the corridor. The wordless wailing
was like something out of a cheap

horror movie. We could never figure
out exactly where the screaming was
coming from and no one else in the
hotel paid any at}eg\jon to it.

T

someone in each apartment. No one
wanted to talk about it Since no one
was beat up or missing, | letthe matter
drop. Later I was to find out that this
mysterious screaming was something
that happened on a regular basis.

Many nights we were kept awake
by the endless crying of ababy. Con-
cerned, | finally asked a neighbor,
“What’s wrong with that baby in the
apartment upstairs?”

Thelady gave me a funny look and
said, “There’s no family living above
you. The apartment is vacant.”

“But we keep hearing a baby cry,”
I insisted. “I've been around babies
enough toknow asick baby’scry when
| hear it.”

“I wouldn’t talk about it if I were
you,” the neighbor cautioned. “I'm
only telling you because you're new
here and | want you to understand
what’s going on. The folks who lived
up there used to have a baby but it got
sick. Itcried for weeks on end but the
agency doctor couldn’t find out what
waswrong with it. Thatbaby you hear
crying died up there in the apartment
above you.”

My only response to these words
was a look of astonishment. For once
inmy life | was ata loss for words.

HERE WERE three families liv-
ing in the hotel at thetime and the

nextmorning | made sure | talked with
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“The parents of the dead baby
movedtoanotherhousedown thestreet.
You can understand how itwould hurt
them tohearrumorsaboutababy crying
in their old apartment above you.”

Itwasonly when we moved into the
apartment in the front of the hotel that
we began to realize the full extent of
the paranormal happenings.

The front half of the hotel had been
divided into twoapartments, with each
family having its own entrance. Right
inside the front door were stairs lead-
ing to two bedrooms and a bath up-
stairs. To the right was the living
room, with fireplaceandaplush orien-
tal rugwhich covered nearly theentire
hardwood floor. The windows were
three feetwideand nearly six feethigh,
with sills wide enough to siton. The
curtains were an old-fashioned floral
pattern and were faded from the sun-
light. There were an overstuffed chair
and sofa and in the comer a massive
old drop-leaf desk with many pigeon-
holes. There was even a hidden com-
partment in the back ofa drawer but it
was empty except for a thick layer of
dust

The kitchen was small, dark and
dreary butthebathroom had ahuge tub
with four ornate clawed feet. There
wasalso abeautiful marblewashstand.
Some of the furniture was antique,
obviously left over from when the fort
belonged to the army.

Atthe top ofthe stairs was a locked
doorwhich had once led to the various
rooms onone halfofthe second floor.
Peering through the keyhole, I could
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seealong hall withdoorson eitherside
— much like a modem hotel corridor.

The first unusual thing we noticed,
in the frontapartment, occurred when
we went to town for groceries. Noth-
ing was disturbed or out of place but
the marble-topped washstand in the
bathroom had a deep crack running
across its surface. All we knew for
certain was the marble top hat been
perfect when we left for town and
when we returned an unsightly crack
had marred its beauty.

We hadn’t been living in the front
of the hotel for very long before we
heard the footsteps. We were all sit-
ting reading when we heard the bottom
step of the stairs creak. Our Shetland
sheepdog King cocked his head to one
side and looked up at the stairs. His
eyes followed the sound as each step
on the narrow stairs creaked in turn.

Thisascension ofthestairsby phan-
tom footsteps happened oftenandevery
time itdid, King gave it his full atten-
tion. He neverbarked at the footsteps,
although he would bark at any human
being who came to our door. He was
afraid of thunder but he never acted
afraid ofthe creaking stairs; he simply
was intensely interested in the foot-
steps.

The footsteps often came into my
bedroom atnight. They circledmybed
and then went back out the same way
they had come in. | was a teenager at
the time and many a night | hid my
head under the covers and waited until
the footsteps were gone.

Occasionally, as the sun set and it



Four-year-old Roberta, who loved animals and babies, sought to vi

t empty,

sealed-off hotel rooms from which came sounds of human occupation.

was time for the evening meal, we
heard the rattle of dishes and the hum
of conversation drifting down from
upstairs. The clank of silverware ac-
companied the sounds from the vacant
apartmenton the second floor. I peered
through the keyhole but never caught
sight of movement of any kind. Even
when we heard the noises, we couldn’t
seeanythingalong thatcorridor. There
was never any light ofany kind on the
second floor either. We knew the top
floor was supposed to be vacantbutthe
noises bothered us and we kept hunt-
ing foralogicalexplanation. We never
found one.
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S IF IT weren’t enough for our

apartment to be the scene of

strange occurrences, suddenly
garage became a place that filled me
with a sense of depression.

The special agent on the reserva-
tion, Chuck Carter, had hidden a mur-
der car in our garage right next to our
family car. It was to be used as evi-
dence in the case and he wanted it
whereitcouldn’tbetampered withand
hethoughtno one would expect itto be
in our garage.

He was right. Unfortunately, there
was no way to get to our car without
seeingthemurdercar’s frontseatsplat-
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tered with bloodstains. The more |
triedtoavoid seeing the gory sight, the
more my eyes were drawn to it. And
the fact that a husband had spilled his
wife’s blood all over the car’s uphol-
stery seemed unthinkable to me.

Most families that moved into the
hotel moved out again as soon as pos-
sible. Atone pointonly our family of
three and a young couple with their
four-year-old daughter Roberta lived
in thathuge hotel; the rest of the build-
ing was vacant Only two staircases
led to the second floor; one was in our
apartment and sealed offand the other
wasin our neighbor’s apartment So it
was impossible foranyoneto be living
up there without our knowing about it.

One day the young mother came to
tell us sheand herfamily weremoving.
She was nervous and had lost weight
since taking up residence in the hotel.
Shuddering, she said, “My little girl
keeps hearing the cries of that dead
baby. Shewantstogo up and play with
it It’s running me ragged trying to
watch her every second. She keeps
trying to sneak upstairs to play with
that baby.”

“We hear it, t00,” | confessed.
“Whatabout the dishes rattling and the
knives and forks clattering?”

“That, too,” the young mother re-
plied. “There’sbeen times when I was
latewith supperand my littlegirlwould
hear sounds of a table being set. Then
she’d wantto go up and eatwith them.”
The poor woman was on the verge of
tears as she related how her daughter,
with achild’s curiosity, kept trying to
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get upstairs.

We agreed it was strange that al-
though many sounds came from the
vacant apartment, there was never the
odor of food cooking. Neither were
there any of the normal smells associ-
ated with babies or soap or anything
else one might have expected. All the
manifestations were connected with
the sense of hearing.

Another strange thing about the
hotel was that it had no cats. We had
lived in government housing in differ-
ent states and on various Indian reser-
vationsandthere had alwaysbeen stray
cats sneaking around the buildings,
living in sheds and bams. Folks were
usually glad to have them around be-
cause they kept the mice population in
check. Butnot a single cat could be
found anywhere:lga{ the hotel.

HEN OUR neighbors moved
out, we were alone in that large

building. Itseemed even spookier be-

cause now we knew only we could
have made any sounds. When we
heard the baby cry, thewoman scream,
the footsteps or even the mealtime
clatter, we knew no earthly cause was
responsible.

Onceas | wasabouttogoupintothe
attic, abutcherknife came flying down
out of the darkness. The tip of the
blade stuck into the wooden floor right
between my feet — and there it vi-
brated as if in warning. | changed my
mindand decided not to go up into the
attic then or ever.

‘We were told that a cavalry officer



HAUNTED HOTEL

nearly 70 years before had climbed the
stairs in our apartment and hanged
himself at the top of the stairs, right
outside my bedroom door. It was
claimed that the phantom footsteps
began with his death and continued
down into modem times.

| learned of three babies who died
while their families lived in that hotel.
There may have been more | never
found outabout. Several women had
miscarriages while living there. Trag-
edy seemed to descend onany infantin
that hotel, although four-year-old
Roberta, who had kept trying to sneak
up thestairs, managed to escape harm.
Perhaps if she had accomplished what
she wanted to do, it might have been a
different story.

One night I awoke to find myself
standing in front of my bedroom win-
dow. The curtains were pulled back
and the window was open. My pillow
and my blanket were clutched in my
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arms. Had | taken one more step be-
fore waking up, | would have plunged
about 25 feet to the ground below.

Eventually the hotel was tomdown.
The sturdy lumber that remained was
used to build several small bungalows.
But | couldn’t help wondering what
happened to the restless spirits of the
hanged officer, the woman and the
babies. Would they stay at the site of
the no-longer-existing hotel or would
they follow the lumber to the new
houses being built from the wood of
the hotel?

All 'l knew for sure is that when we
moved out of the hotel and closed the
door behind us for the last time, | felt
great relief.

We had lived with the eerie foot-
steps, the hysterical screaming, the
clank of silverware and dishes, the
murmuring of voices and the crying of
babies for over a year. It is not an
experience | would care to repeat

EVOLUTIONIST’S PARADISE

HE WILDLIFE of Madagascar, an island situated off the eastern coast of

Africa, has developed in isolation formore than 30 million years. Anthro-

pologists say the huge island has evolved over 100 species of birds and 140
species of frogs found nowhere else. Nearly I'/r times the size of California,
the island has more than 6000 flowering plants not found anywhere else.

Madagascar's forests abound with a thousand species of orchids, which is

more than on the African mainland, 50 times larger than Madagascar.



Can science explain how someone can expose himself
to searing flames yet suffer no burns?

By Gordon Stein

HOSE WHOSE school courses
Trequired the reading of classic lit-

erature may recall that “ordeals
fire” were common in ancient Greece
and Rome. In the play Antigone, sol-
dierswouldholdared-hotpieceofiron
or walk through abed ofburning coals
to prove that they were innocent of
charges against them. Many years
later, long after the legal system had
abandoned the ordeal by fire, enter-
tainers took up the same challenge and
tried to show that they could handle
red-hotobjectsorimmerse themselves
in fire without injury.

Of course, there are also firewalk-
ers, some of whom recently have of-
fered courses that claim to teach you
how to increase your will power to the

point where you can overcome pain
and fear to walk through flames. Are
1 of these effects merely conjurers’
tricks, oris itreally possible for some
human beings to make theirbodiesim-
pervious to the normal effects of fire?

Let us understand from the begin-
ning that two different types of expla-
nation might be involved. Walking
into a 400-degree oven carrying two
raw steaks and emerging some 20
minutes later with the steaks now
cooked, but the person still “raw,”
might be a conjuring trick. This feat,
by the way, was one of the main fea-
tures of several acts in the 1800’s. At
the same time, walking barefoot the
length of a bed of hot coals might not
be a conjuring trick in the sense that
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there is no deception involved. The
person really did walk on the bed of
coals, exactly as itappeared. The man
inthe oven, however, did notspend 20
unprotected minutes in that blazing
inferno, even though it appeared that
he did.

Although many of the “fireproof
effects were performed as entertain-
ment, other instances ofapparentflame-
proofing are found in various native
societies, in which invulnerability to
fire is a sign of high status. For ex-
ample, in the 1950’s an elder of the
Shonatribe, inwhatwasthen Southern
Rhodesia, showed Frank Clements his
disdain for Clements’ ability to pro-
duce“fire” atwill withhisZippolighter.
Theelderpicked upaburning stickand
licked the flame, finally quenching it
between his hands. His point was
simply that “although you [Clements]
can make fire atwill, | [the elder] can
handle it without damage.”

Beforewegoany further, we should
consider another problem. In the pres-
entwe are often at a real disadvantage
when we attempt to investigate the
fireproofactsthat people performed in
the past. First, no one today performs
anythingcomparable to the oven feats.
That means that we can’t simply get
the opinion ofa trained observerabout
how an act of this type was done.
Instead we have to rely upon state-
ments ofinexperienced observerswho
didnotknow how todetectamagician’s
tricks or a charlatan’s frauds. Worse
still, all we often have as a source of
information is a poster advertising the

fireking’sacL Theseposters frequently
contained more hype than truth, since
their object was to attractan audience
with fantasticclaimsofthe performer’s
abilities. Inshort, itisdifficulttoday to
know exactly what feats actually were
performed, much less to figure out
exactly how they were performed.

NVULNERABILITY to fire occa-
I sionally was part of the “perform-
ance” of spiritualist mediums and oth-
ers not known primarily as fireproof
people. Among the most famous of
thesewas Daniel DunglasHome (1833-
1886). Considered the best physical
mediumwhoever lived, Home onmore
than 20 occasions reportedly picked
up red-hotcoals directly from the fire-
place with his bare hands and occa-
sionally stirred the glowing embers
with bare hands as well.

Although we do not know how
Home accomplished many ofhis feats,
that does not necessarily mean thatno
trickery was involved. The oft-re-
peated statement that Home was never
caught in fraud is untrue. On several
occasions trained observers saw him
cheat,* but Home was never publicly

In Ui Psychi-
cal Research reported (May 1903 issue) thata Mr. F.
Merrifield clearly saw a materialized “spirit hand"
attached to Home’s shoulder and to Home's hand
during a seance. “When the object receded or ap-
proached,” Merrifield stated, “I noticed that the
medium’s body or shouldersank orrosein his chairac-
cordingly. Thiswaspretty conclusivetomyselfandthe
friend who accompanied me; but afterwards, upon the
he 'spirit
hand' rose so high that we saw the whole connection
betweenthemedium’s shoulder and arm, and the ‘spirit
hand" dressed out on theend of his own.”
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denounced as a trickster.

Mention has been made of oint-
ments or solutions that one was sup-
posed to be able to rub on his skin to
provide protection from fire or heat.
Among these solutions were those that
contained “sulfuric ether” (sulfuric
acid) oralum, both repeatedly applied
to the skin until it became thickened
and insensitive. The idea seems logi-
cal, butthickskin still would bum even
if with little or no pain.

It seems unlikely, however, thata
performer could maintain aregularact
based upon this method since he
couldn’t regrow or rescarify skin
quickly enough. The burning smell
also would be apttodrive the audience
away. Finally, only a small portion of
the body could be rendered insensitive
tochemicals (even if they worked), so
thatwould notexplain how thetongue,
lipsand often the entire body, as in the
ovenperformances, could be protected.

Some sources mention the repeated
application of other chemicals as a
paste. Itisdifficultto see howa hand
covered by many layers of a paste
would remain undetected, especially
whenitisthe very part ofthe body used
to grasp the hot metal.

There are a number of simpler
methods by which one can appear to
handle hotmetal. The mostobviousis
to switch the hot metal foracold piece
atsomepointpriortohandlingit. Then
there is the possibility of using a natu-
ral layer of moisture between the hot
metal and the skin. This, the so-called
Liedenfrost Effect, may explain how

FATE

red-hot metal can be touched to the
tongue. The saliva on the tongue is
vaporized by the heat and turns into a
series of small spheres that act as an
insulator. Theeffectivenessofthislayer
depends, of course, upon a short dura-
tion of contact.

In the instances in which molten
metal is poured over apart of the body
without harm, a stunt done by a num-
ber of the performers of the last cen-
tury, themetal used wasan alloy known
as Mallot’s metal. Itmelts at less than
the temperature of boiling water and
can be safely touched for short periods
without burning the skin. Liquid
mercury also may have been used,
perhaps by substitution, in some of
these performances.

What about fire-eaters, still occa-
sionally seenatcamivals or fairs? They
do seem to be able to quench flaming
torches in their mouthsand toblow out
smoke and flames without burning
themselves. According to Dan Man-
nix, a student of fire-eating and a
performer inanumberofcarnivalsand
author of Step Right Up (1950), fire-
eaters can do this only after much
practice and many bums.

Still, they have to take some simple
precautions to protectthemselves from
harm. They must always breathe out
when flame is in their mouths, since
breathing inwill draw smokeand flame
into the lungs, with much resulting
damage. They know that the simple
actofclosing their mouths will putout
all flames from lack of oxygen. And
they know that salivaisa good barrier



FIREPROOF PEOPLE

formomentaryprotectionagainstbeing
burned. They use gasoline as a fuel
and have to be careful about breathing
in the fumes. In short, fire-eating is
essentially a matter of care and prac-
tice.

A fair amount of interest recently
has arisen in firewalking, the practice
ofwhich goesback thousands ofyears.
Itwas often an integral partofreligious
ceremonies and formed a kind of
“proof’ that the deities were protect-
ing the firewalker. Today courses that
claim to give you the confidence or the
ability to firewalk are being offered
around the country.

There is no real “secret” to fire-
walking and no special treatment of
the feetot special mystical invocations
are needed. All that is needed is the
proper kind of bed of coals and the
confidence to walk briskly and firmly
across it. Some cool, wet grass at the
end of the walk is an added safety
precaution.

Many different explanations have
been offered over the years for how
firewalking is possible. All of the
lotions and salves suggested are sim-
ply ineffective. One idea is that the
feet have to be wet, thereby allowing a
layerofmoisture to absorb much ofthe
heat and to turn to steam (the Leiden-
frost Effect). As many people who
have tried it will tell you, however,
wetting your feet before firewalking
invites being burned. Hot coals can
easily stick toawet foot, and once they
do, they retain contact long enough to
bum you.
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The secret of firewalking involves
the distinction between “temperature”
and “heat.” Different materials at the
same temperature contain different
amounts of heat. For example, in an
oven at 400 degrees the air can be
safely touched with your hand, while a
metal pan cannot Air has a low heat
capacity and poor heat conducti
whereas metal has a high heatcapacity
andahigh conductivity. Similarly, the
ash coveringa hotcoal islike theair; it
has a low heat capacity and low con-
ductivity. The red-hotinner partof the
coal is much higher in heat capacity,
but still not high in conductivity. In
any case, the heat capacity of the coals
ismuch less than thatof flaming wood.

Bernard Leikind and William J.
McCarthy explain that when a person
strides briskly and firmly across a bed
ofcoals, hisfeetarein contactwith any
individual coal for less than one sec-
ond. Only a few seconds is needed to
cross the entire bed. When the cool,
dry skin on the sole of the foot presses
intothe layer of whiteash covering the
glowing red coal, it cools the coal
down, and is itself only slightly
warmed. The ash acts as an insulator
against the hotterinside ofthecoal. So
frewalking isnotamiracle,aviolation
of the laws of science, oratrick. Itis
a real phenomenon and quite within
the laws of physics.

Another form of immunity to fire
was thatdemonstrated by D. D. Home.
Although fire immunity was only a
small partof Home’s repertoire, he did
demonstrate ita number of times.
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Perhaps his most convincing feat
was in 1869, during a seance at the
home of S.C. Hall. Home wentto the
fireplace and removed a large glowing
coal, which he placed on the head of
Mr. Hall, who had long, white hair.
Home then drew Mr. Hall’s hair over
the coal, so that a red glow could be
seen through the piled-up hair. After
removing the coal. Home asked sev-
eral of the bystanders if they would
holditortouchit. Severalwho touched
it were burned. The source for this
incident is always given as S.C. Hall’s
autobiography Retrospect of a Long
Life. 1 have carefully examined this
600-page work, but have failed to find
a single mention either of Home or of
this incident In one of hisdemonstra-
tions, Home put his head in the fire-
place, which was filled with glowing
embers, and stiired the embers with his
hand. He also held glowing coals
without harmful effect.

Among his most unusual feats was
the “transference” ofhis fireimmunity
to others. He could pass his hand
several times over another person’s
hand and, ifhethoughtyou hadenough
“faith,” give you the glowing coal to
hold in your own hand without injury.
This transference aspect is perhaps the
most puzzling part of the whole phe-
nomenon. How can a few passes ofa
hand cause another person to become
immune to fire? Is itonly a matter of
self-hypnosis? Is it like firewalking,
wherealmosteverything dependsupon
self-confidence?

Interesting as Home is, several fea-
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tures of his seances are suspicious, if
we are considering the possibility of
fraud. For instance, he often insisted
thathisaudiencenotlook directly atan
effect. He also conducted an almost
constant patter and moved incessantly
about the room. Home also insisted
that the lights be dimmed before his
levitations, and suggested to his audi-
ence what it WasﬂaE(lul to see.

HERE IS a wider context to this
type of fire immunity. The han-

dling of red hot coals or hot metal i

part of the religious rites of many
groups. In Brazil, for example, mem-
bers ofthe Batuque cultbum gunpow-
der in the palms of their hands and
slowly pass the flames ofcandlesalong
the skin of their arms and faces. In the
United States are a number of cults,
locatedmostly insouthern Appalachia,
whose members handle both fire and
poisonous snakes. Formerly members
ofthe Church of God headquartered in
Tennessee, they now are independent
Free Pentecostal Holiness churches.
Cult members cite several biblical
verses to justify their fire handling.
Among them are “When thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee” (Isaiah 43:2) and “Faith...
quenched the violence of fire” (He-
brews 11:33-34).

Usually, they use sodabottles filled
with kerosene and provided with a
twisted rag wick, as torches which are
passed slowly over the hands, feet,
armsor fingers; orhandsare held inthe
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flame for up to 10 seconds without
visible agony. One fire-handler sup-
posedly leta “nonbeliever” pour kero-
sene on his socks and then ignite them
(his shoes were removed). The socks
were destroyed, but the man’s feet
were uninjured.

The explanation given by the cult
people for their feats is quite interest-
ing and may help us explain many of
the phenomena of fireimmunity. They
claim that they have complete faith in
God’sprotectivepowers (aclaimrarely
invoked), or else they become
“anointed.” Thisanointing isa special
power or state, supposedly granted by
God, which varies in intensity and
duration. The anointed person can
almost always tell he is in this state
because he iseuphoricand hisarmsget
numb — sort of the way limbs feel
when they “fall asleep,” when blood
flow in them hasbeen cutoff. Anointed
personsreportthattheir limbs feel cold,
indicative of diminished blood flow.

Fire immunity ofthis sortcannotbe
a simple matter of nervous system
control, because the effects feltare not
due simply to one part of the auto-
nomic nervous system or the other.
They seem mixed, which indicates a
chemicaleffect. Itjustso happens that
exactly the right chemical to produce
these effects has recently been discov-
ered in the body, where itoccurs natu-
rally. This chemical is B-Endorphin,
sometimes called the brain’s own opi-
ate. B-Endorphin produces euphoria
and immunity againstpain. Itcan be
released during such ordinary but
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stimulating events as gambling, jog-
gingordancing. The highly emotional
state of anointing, which occurs after
much singing, praying, testifying and
otherreligious furor, could surely trig-
ger B-Endorphinrelease. This, inturn,
could produce the immunity to pain
and the euphoria also reported.

HE TRULY mysterious cases of
fire immunity are those performed

ina seemingly hotoven. I.I. Chabert,

who flourished in France in the 1820-
1833 period, was perhaps the best
known of these “fire kings.” He per-
formed many “fireproof’ and “poison-
proof’ stunts. The latter need not
concern us since his “swallowing” of
acid, phosphorus, arsenic and cyanide
obviously was a sleight-of-hand trick.

In 1826 he began performing the
first of his oven feats, in which he
entered an oven especially constructed
on four pillars. This hadasmall open-
ing for breathing and conversation.
Entering the red-hot oven with a raw
rumpsteak and a piece of raw mutton,
Chabertremainedinsideuntilboth were
welldone. He thenemergedandjoined
the audience in eating the pieces of
meat.

There is no doubt that Chabert was
in the oven during the entire period
while the meat was cooking. He could
be seen and heard through the small
opening. Thetimeneeded for the meat
to cook could have been reduced con-
siderably by the use of a bellows or
forced air currents.

A serious problem, however, is that
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we do notknow exactly how the oven
was constructed. In order to under-
stand the method used by Chabert, we
must know, for example, if the fire
under theoven was only glowing coals
at the time he entered it (as it would
seem). Was the entire bottom of the
oven itselfopentothe fire, or wasonly
the center open? If so, it would be
possible to put the meat to be cooked
over the open part of the oven floor
while Chabert stayed in a closed cor-
ner of the oven.

‘We know that the human body can
withstand a good many minutes in
300-degree heat Although staying in
an oven this hot for 15 minutes or so
puts a great strain upon the heart and
circulation, experiments have shown
thatitcanbe done. Theideapostulated
by somethatChabertdonned anasbes-
tos suit with a hood while in the oven
is possible but unnecessary.

Anotherperformer offirefeats, who
might be called a “fire queen,” was
Josephine Girardelli. She gave vari-
ousdemonstrationswith red-hotmetal,
molten metal and acid; she also drank
“boiling oil.” Many of these effects
probably can best be explained as
sleight of hand and traditional magic,
with no need to invoke bodily immu-
nitytofire. Otherpeoplewhodid simi-
lar acts during the 19th Century were
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EugeneRivalli,J.A.B. Chylinskianda
Mr. Richardson.

What we have found from our ex-
amination ofthemajorphenomenathat
fall under the general classification of
fire immunity is thatsome phenomena
aregenuine butnotinexplicableby the
laws of physics (e.g., firewalking);
some can be done with careful practice
(e.g., fire-eating); some probably oc-
cur in a state in which the body be-
comes more impervious to pain by
means of natural chemicals (e.g., reli-
gious fire-handling). There are also
casesin which sleight of hand or trick-
ery is probably involved (e.g., touch-
ing molten metal).

What remains is a residuum of ef-
fects which we cannot explain at this
time (the oven effects, for example).
That is not to say, of course, that the
oven effects or other so-far-unnac-
counted-for effects (such as Home’s)
were really cases of bodily immunity
to fire. Conceivably the fire kings did
their oven effects through a keen and
sophisticated knowledge of the capac-
ity of the human body to resist heat.
Homemay have usedany combination
ofthese methods.

However bizarre they may seem,
the phenomena of fire immunity ap-
parently do notinvolve effects beyond
normal explanation.



§>al ©aba,
J1lan of
Miracles

Can he actually cause objects
to vanish, produce foods

out of thin air and teleport his
body to distant places?

By Erlendur Haraldsson

FYOU should be traveling in India
and happen to bring up the subject
of psychic phenomena — or “mir-

acles,” as the Indians tend to call them
— your Indian fellow-passengers are
likely firstto mention the name Sathya
Sai Baba, if you asked them if they
knew ofanyone able to perform para-
normal feats. Sai Babais India’s*“man
of miracles.”
Sai Baba, now 61 years old, still
lives inthe remote village of Puttaparti
where he was bom. Puttaparti is a
three- to four-hour drive from Banga-
lore, the largestinland city in southern
India. The ever-swelling stream of
pilgrims, devotees and the curious
forced the authorities to build adecent
drivable road to this sparsely-popu-
Famed in India as a wonder-worker, Iate:il district, where the tiny wllagei
Sathya Sai Baba, 61, livesinthe village are Justsecondsfrom.lhe Stone Age,
of Puttaparti, where he is head of a s someone once putit.
large religious movement. Yet from this area Sai Baba has
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builtup the largest and most vital new
religious movement in India today.
Perhaps itwould be correct to say that
the movementhasbeenbuiltuparound
him. His ashram in Puttaparti, Prash-
inti Nilama (The Abode of Peace), is
now an independent municipality with
ahuge meeting hall, many large apart-
ment complexes to house visitors,
several school buildings, a hospital
and recently even a fully-accredited
university.

ERLENDUR HARALDSSON

Ph.D., isan associate professor of
Fsycholq y atthe University of Ice-
and. Widely respected as a para-
psychologist, he has conducted
researchonsuchsubﬂ_ectsass on-
taneous ESP, personalitycorrelates
to ESP testing and deathbed vi-
sions. He became interested inthe
miracles of Sai Baba while con-
ducting research on near-death ex-
periences in northern Indja. On
several subsequent occasions he
met Sai Baba and witnessed his
ostensible powers.
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Sai Baba was bom in a non-Brah-
min family. At the age of 14 he de-
clared thathe was Sai Baba bom again
toattend to the welfare of his devotees.
(The previous Sai Baba had been a
saint living in a town some 120 miles
eastof Bombay andwaslittleknownin
southern India. He lived around the
turn ofthe century.) Sathya Sai Baba's
non-Brahmin background was long an
obstacle to hisreligious endeavorsin a
country so deeply rooted in tradition
and arigid caste system.

Still, inthe United Statesalone there
are over 100 Sai Baba study groups.
His followers and admirers seem to
have spread to most comers of the
world. Sai Baba’s extraordinary repu-
tation as a performer of miracles has
played amajorrole inthe growth ofhis
movement, which in India is believed
to count perhaps a million or more
followers.

Between 1973 and 1983 | made
eighttrips to India—the firsttwo with
Dr. Karlis Osis —to investigate these
claims, many of which remind one of
the kinds of miracles reported in the
New Testament. The material | gath-
ered quickly grew so large that I could
do itjustice only by writing abook. It
was published in the United States as
Modern Miracles (Ballantine Books,
1988) and in England as Miracles Are
My Visiting Cards, a saying attributed
to Sai Baba.

When Dr. Osis and | were in north-
ern India visiting university hospitals
gathering observations of deathbed
visions from physiciansand nurses (At
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the Hour of Death, revised edition,
Hastings House, 1986), we were re-
peatedly told stories about extraordi-
nary psychic phenomena produced by
SaiBaba. Such well-placed personsas
a president of a medical school and a
stategovernorenthusiastically reported
having personally observed phenom-
ena far more dramatic than anything
one hears reported in Europe or North
America.

We were told, “If you want to see
miracles, go and see Sai Baba.” When
time permitted we went to Puttaparti,
where Sai Baba is almost always sur-
rounded bv hundreds or thousands of
visitors. They flock there to seek his
help, to gain religious uplift or simply
to have his darshan, as the Indians call
it— that is, to benefit from seeing a
holy man.

We were fortunate enough to be
able to meet him. Many wait in vain
for weeks in the hope of a personal
interview. Many Indians approach Sai
Babaas an avatar — an incarnation of
the divine — but he suggested that we
Western scientists notnecessarily think
of him in these terms, although we,
too, have an Atman or Christ within.
Our interest was in the paranormal.
Sai Baba emphasized spiritual and
ethical issuesbutgave usseveral inter-
views and hence opportunities to ob-
serve him at close range.

e
N THIS article | would like to give
I a brief description of the kinds of
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At Puttaparti Sai Baba almost always
is besieged by hundreds or thousands
of visitors who flock there to seek his
help or spiritual inspiration.

lions and experiences of Sai Baba’s
apparently astonishing powers were
reported to me in dozens of in-depth
interviewswith devotees, admirers, ex-
devotees, Sai Baba’s critics and those

claims that are so abundantly madewho have had only casual encounters

about Sai Baba. A wealth of observa-

with him. The claims of paranormal
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phenomena come in a great variety,
ranging from materializations of ob-
jects to healings and in-body levita-
tions from place to place; fromreading
the “secrets of the heart” to intrusions
into dreams which Baba may then re-
late to the dreamer when they meet
Such was thecasereported to meby
Gopal KrishnaYachendra, the younger
son ofthe late RajaofVVenkatagiri. His
father was deeply impressed with Sai
Baba. In 1950 he invited him to his
palace some 230 miles from Putta-
parti, where Sai Baba lived. Itwasa
tradition that if the Raja invited some-
one to his palace a member of his
family would escort the visitor from
the latter’s residence. The old Raja
asked his son Gopal Krishna to do so
but the young man refused with the
curt comment that he was “not inter-
ested in any babas, gurus or swamis.”
The followingnight, Gopal Krishna
told me, he had a “vivid dream of Sai
Baba, who gave me two mango fruits
to eat | relish mangoes more tnan
anything else, and the mangoes in the
dream tasted delicious.” He woke up
with an urge to go immediately to
Puttaparti, which hedid. Athisarrival
in the town Sai Baba said to him,
“Bangaru [a word of endearment
meaning very good gold], when you
thought of not coming to Puttaparti,
these two mangoes made you run.”
Gopal Krishna told me he had not
related the dream to anyone and this
was the firstremark Baba made to him.
Gopal Krishna has been a leader of
the CongressParty in hisdistrictand a
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member of the Andrah Pradesh state
parliament

Appearing and disappearingobjects

The appearance and disappearance
ofobjects such asjewelry,ediblesand,
most frequently, vibuti (sacramental
ash) is the most frequently-reported
phenomenonassociated with Sai Baba.
Those who have spent much time with
himagree thatthe numberofobjects he
produces — apparently out of thin air
— is on the average day somewhere
between one and two dozen or more.
This is in line with my observation of
him. Apparently he has been doing
this since he firstdisplayed his gifts in
his early youth some 45 years ago.
How he produces all these objects, day
after day and year after year, has re-
mained a mystery to those around him
andgradually caused his fametospread
to most comers of the globe.

Amarendra Kumar spenta number
of years with Sai Baba as a personal
attendant on a day and night basis in
the early 1950’s. He reported, “He
would produce, out of nothing, some
beautiful, wonderful, delicious eat-
ables, such asjellaby, marzipan, ladu.
Such beautiful sweets, as if fresh from
the oven, and sometimes so damn hot
—too hot in fact—as if you had just
taken them outofthe fryingpan.” And
he would frequently do this when they
had been sitting for some hours on a
riverbanksinging religious songs and
chatting.

Often he would give them fruits:
“As faras he was concerned there was
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no such thing as a fruit being ‘out of
season’.... Anytime, anywhere, he
canproduce anything.... Many times
he would give us figs that he plucked
froman ordinary tree.” Often he would
ask those around him, “What would
you like to have?” and he would give it
to them. “Sometimes he produced
things as large as nine to 12 inches in
height: idols. And good idols. The
metal was good and the figures were
extremely beautiful.”

These appearances of objects seem
to have been commonplace with him
inhisearly days. Sometimes he did not
even touch the things that appeared.
Krishna Kumar, Amarendra’s brother,
who also spent some years with Baba,
reported, “We used to coax him.
Suppose somebody says, ‘ Swamiji, this
is not in the season for grapes. We
want grapes.” He would therefore
immediately say, ‘Pluck a leaf,” and
[after a leaf had been plucked] there
would be a bunch of grapes in our
hand, withouthim touching the hand.”

Two professional musicians and
singers, Lakshmananand Raman, who
also stayed with Baba for some years,
reported, “He produced somanythings,
hundreds of them, so many that it is
hard to remember individual cases.”
One incident was especially vivid:

“Once we were having a meal with
him in Madras. Then he took up a
piece of rice from his plate, held it in
his hand and said, ‘Bring me a magni-
fying glass.” It was brought and he
invited us to look at the small grain of
rice on which was engraved a carved

67

picture ofa girt with Lord Krishna.”

Practically everyone who has a
personal encounter with Sai Baba sees
him produce something with a particu-
lar wave of his hand. 1 have seen it
dozens of times. Perhaps as much as
every third person who has an inter-
view with him comes away with a
personal gift from him, ring, pendant,
sweet or some other small object.
According to Indianbelief, such prasad
(holy gift) servesasalink with the guru
and—as the American anthropologist
Lawrence Babb puts it—such objects
are supposed to “transfer the efficacy
of his power (as his grace or favor) to
his devotees.”

Since Sai Baba usually sees people
in small groups, he may produce sev-
eral objects in each interview. Worth
mentioning because of the biblical
connection are cases of multiplication
of food and the production of whole
meals fora group of people. Such in-
cidents were reported by a number of
informants.

During our first visit Sai Baba pre-
sented Dr. Osiswith abeautiful golden
ring. This ring had a large stone of
some solid substance which was cov-
ered with an enameled colored picture
of Sai Babaencased in it The picture,
oval in shape, about two centimeters
long and P/2 centimeters wide, was
framed by the ring. The edges of the
ring above and below the stone, to-
gether with four little prongs that pro-
truded over itfrom the circular golden
frame, kept it fixed in thering. Thusit
was set as firmly in the ring as if the
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stone and the ring were one solid ob-
ject

In an interview during our second
visit, we tried repeatedly to persuade
Sai Baba to participate in controlled
experiments. Atone point he seemed
to become impatient and said to Dr.
Osis, “Look at your ring.” The stone
had disappeared from it We looked
foritonthefloorbutnotraceofitcould
be found. The frame and the prongs
that should have held it were undam-
aged; we examined them afterwards
with a magnifying glass. Forthe stone
tohave fallenoutofthe frame, itwould
have been necessary to bend at least
one of the notches and probably also
bend the frame at some point, but nei-
ther had been done. Another alterna-
tivewould havebeen tobreak the stone
in the ring so that it would fall out in
pieces.

When Sai Baba made us aware of
the stone’s and the picture’s absence,
we were sitting on the floor about five
orsix feetaway from him. We had not
shaken hands when we entered the
room and he did not reach out to us or
touch us. As we sat cross-legged on
the floor, Dr. Osis had hishands on his
thigh and | had noticed the picture in
the ring during the interview and be-
fore the incident occurred. My first
reaction was that the picture had sud-
denly become transparent. Two per-
sons, Dr. D. Sabnani from Hong Kong
and Mrs. L. Hirdaramani from Sri
Lanka, whom we had met for the first
timeduringthe interview, certified that
they had observed the large golden
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ring with Sai Baba’s picture on Dr.
Osis’ left hand before the picture dis-
appeared. When the picture could not
be found, Sai Baba somewhat teas-
ingly remarked, “This was my experi-
ment”

Thiswas probably the mostimpres-
sive case that we observed together,
since Sai Baba’s hands never came
near the ring during the incident.

Dr. Osis consulted a professional
magician in New York, Douglas Hen-
ning, who is considered one of the
mostsophisticatedand knowledgeable
magicians in the world. After viewing
movies of Sai Babaand discussing our
observations, he said thateven with his
magician’s art he could not duplicate
all the feats he saw in the films. He
considered the ring incident beyond
the skills of a magician. He also said
magicians cannot produce objects on
demand, as Sai Babaapparently some-
times does.

The obvious and crucial question
is: how does Sai Babadoiit? Isitsleight
of hand? None of his former atten-
dants — or anyone for that matter
among the dozens of persons who had
lived with him or been able to observe
him extensively and whom 1 inter-
viewed — seemed to have a clue as to
how Sai Baba does these feats, in-
doors, outdoors, in a moving car or
airplane or during a casual visit to a
family. Any time,any place, he seems
to be able to give away vibuti, orna-
ments or edibles from the enigmatic
source that Baba sometimes jokingly
refers to as the “Sai stores.”



SAI BABA, MAN OF MIRACLES

In my book I deal in detail with the
various explanations favoring or op-
posing the genuineness of these phe-
nomena. We once asked Sai Baba
about his explanation of how he can
perform thesefeats. He repliedwithan
analogy: “We are all like matches, but
the difference between you and me is
that there is fire on mine.”

Teleportations?

The “materializations” of objects
arejustone part of Sai Baba’s enigma.
Another is the truly mind-boggling
apparent teleportation or disappear-
ance/appearance of his own self and
body.

Several persons who were with him
in his early years testify to this phe-
nomenon. Mrs.Radhakrishnareported,
“Aswe wereapproaching the riverand
passingahillonourright-hand side, he
would sometimes suddenly disappear.
He would, for example, snap his fin-
gersandask thosearound him todo the
same. And hardly had we snapped our
fingers when he had vanished from
amongst us and we could see him on
top of the hill waiting for us.”

Most of the witnesses reported this
phenomenon inbasically thesameway.
The circumstances differed, however.
M. L. Leelamma, who now is aprofes-
sor of botany at a college in Madras,
spent much time with Sai Baba when
he was in his 20’s. She reported that
sometimes they had played a game;
those around him would try to touch
him, but just as someone was about to
do so, he would disappear and then
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appear somewhere else close-by.

Miraculous phenomenaarereported
to take place not only in Baba’s pres-
ence but also away from his bodily
location. Letus firstmention cases of
his appearances. Western cases of
apparitions are usually brief and no
speaking is reported. Not so with Sai
Baba.

OnDecember 13and24,1964,Baba
was reported to have appeared at the
home of a principal of a vocational
training school in Manjeri, Kerala, in
southwestern India. He was said to
have been seen by 40 persons. We
were able to locate 10 witnesses to that
event. Althoughthe memoriesofsome
of them were no longer clear on de-
tails, they did agree on the central
aspects.

The apparition was said to have
come in response to a physically ill
eight-year-old girl, Sailaja, who had
prayed desperately for help the night
before. The apparition — if indeed it
was an apparition — was supposed to
have healed Sailaja, performed areli-
gious service (bhajan), produced valu-
able gifts “by a wave ofthe hand,” as is
Sai Baba’s fashion, and even to have
eaten supper with them.

Because that sounded more like a
flesh-and-blood person than an appari-
tion, we explored the possibility that
Baba had paid an in-person visit to
create astir of publicity. Aftera long
search for his whereabouts that day,
we found some evidence —entries in
a guest book and a printed announce-
ment of his talk — to indicate that on
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December 13 he stayed at the Palace of
Venkatagiri, which ison the other side
ofthe Indian peninsula. Wealso found
a number of details which would be
hard to explain with the assumption
that the visitor was an impostor pre-
tending to be Baba.

In another case Sai Baba’s appari-
tion allegedly helped a sick business-
man by holding him above water after
he had sleepwalked and fallen into a
well. Another man and his wife re-
ported a case in which Baba’s appari-
tion had scared off a burglar who was
attempting to rob their home while
theywerevisiting the Puttaparti ashram
some 200 miles away. The burglar
was later caughtand told his side ofthe
story to the police.

Vibuti in distant places

Vibuti — sacramental ash — is in
India a symbol of creation as well as
destruction and perhaps a reminder of
the ephemeral nature of personal life.
Vibuti is widely used in India but no
religious leader makes use of it as
frequently as Sai Baba. He gives it
away more often thananything else. It
has been reported falling off his fore-
head in processions and gushing out of
his mouth and feet. It is like a trade-
mark for him.

In India in particular, but also in
Europe and America, there exist a
large number of shrine rooms in the
homes of Sai Baba’s devotees. These
shrines often contain Sai Babapictures
which are more or less covered with
vibuti, which is supposed to have
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appeared spontaneously on the pic-
tures. Thishasbeen goingon inthe Sai
movement for almost 30 years but
apparently became almostepidemicin
the early 1970’s and continues to this
day.

In Bangalore, Bombay, Calcutta,
Madras and practically every town in
Indiawhere I have looked for it, | have
found and visited shrine rooms with
photos covered with vibuti (and some
with the powderlike kum-kum and the
fluid amrith). A mere examination of
thesepicturesgavenoglueastowhether
the vibuti appeared paranormally or
was placed there by other means. In
some cases where thepictures hadbeen
framed, the ash could be seen both
inside and outside the glass.

The claim was made that these
substances started unexpectedly and
miraculously to appear on the photos,
often in the homes of persons at the
periphery or even outside the formal
Sai movement Such was the account-
antin Calcutta. He was not a devotee
of Sai Babaat thattime but had bought
a photo of him and hung it up in a
comerofhis bedroomwhere heand his
wife had placed a number of photos of
Indian holy men and deities. Soon af-
terwardsspotsofvibutistarted toappear
on thatphotograph. The spotsgrewtill
some photos were partly covered with
the substance.

Inanothercasetwo highlyqualified
scientists at the prestigious All India
Institute of Science in Bangalore, Drs.
P. K. Battacharyaand K. Venkatessan,
reported they had independently seen
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vibuti actually settling on the pictures.

It is a fact that one needs only to
throw vibuti on a photo for some of it
to stick, so the phenomenon is easy to
fake. Still, the astounding quantity of
these claims, many of them now com-
ing also from America and Europe,
poses serious questions for the investi-
gator.

In a way the distant vibuti phe-
nomenon resembles the “weeping
madonnas” and “bleeding crucifixes”
that have been reported in Catholi-
cism. Also reminiscent of miraculous
phenomena associated with Catholi-
cism are reports of a beautiful fra-
grance — odor sancti — suddenly
arising in Baba’s presence and also far
away from him. An industrialist from
Madras on a business trip to Finland
reported one such incident to me. He
was living inaguestroom belonging to
a Finnish firm when he suddenly
smelled a beautiful aroma typical of
Sai Baba.

It is impossible in a brief article to
exhaust the kinds of phenomena ac-
credited to Sai Baba. | have, for in-
stance, notdiscussed thehealingcases.
These are even two claims of Lazarus-
like resuscitations.

Much ofthe phenomenology ofthe
Sai Baba cult is right out of the New
Testament and the wonders of Thou-
sand and One Nights. In written his-
tory itis probably unique inthe variety
of the phenomena and the abundance
ofthe claims from witnesses, although
Sai Baba himself tends to downplay
thephenomenaand oftenreferstothem
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as “small items.” The difficult and
important task, he once told Dr. Osis
and me, is to change the heart and our
habits.

The question of genuineness

Are the phenomenareal? Are they
paranormal?

Before we address these questions,
we should keep in mind that we are
dealing with a variety of phenomena
whichcannotbe lumpedtogether. Even
avery long article would notsuffice to
deal with each of them separately. In
this article | can give only my general
impression. | refer interested readers
to my book Modern Miracles.

We wanted to engage Sai Baba in
controlled experiments. He rejected
thatrequest Hence we have noexperi-
mental evidence for the genuineness
of the production and transformation
of objects. The question of sleight of
hand could therefore not be directly
assessed. Only one accomplished
magician, Fanibunda of Bombay, has
had an ample opportunity to observe
SaiBabaoveraperiodofseveral years.

“Keento findoutwhether Babawas
actually materializing the various ob-
jects from thin air as claimed by his
devotees,” he said, “or if he was pro-
ducing them by sleight of hand,” he
approached Sai Baba as a skeptic but
became convinced of the paranormal-
ity ofthephenomena. I have been able
to detect fraud in two other Indian
swamiswho claimed toproduce physi-
cal paranormal phenomena but I was
unable to do so with Sai Baba, al-
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though I could observe him much more
frequently.

From the 1940’s to the present day
Sai Baba has had a number of close
personal attendants and associates, in
factawhole succession of them. They
took care of his room and even had the
key to it They washed hisclothesand
took care of other tasks. They stayed
with himday inand day out, ofteneven
slept in the room; some stayed with
him for years. | made much effort to
trace these attendants and succeeded
ininterviewing mostofthem atlength.

Two of them had left the Sai move-
mentand some were critical of him as
a person or of his claim to being an
avatar. But when itcame to the ques-
tion of how Baba has managed to pro-
duce an endless stream of objects out
of his hand for over 40 years, no one
wasabletoofferaclue oranyevidence
of fraud. The attendants were as
puzzled asthose who have seen him do
itonly once or twice. They had seen
him produce fruits out of season or
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unavailable locally as well as objects
on demand.

In India I followed up many rumors
and had lengthy discussions with Sai
Baba’s critics, such as former Banga-
lore University president Dr. Nara-
simhajah, who led an investigative
committee which, despite its most
determined efforts, was unable tocome
up with any tangibleevidence offraud.
In 1976 there developed a national
controversy in India: Was Sai Baba
genuine or not? Even the prestigious
Times ofIndia printed an editorial on
that question. As a result newspapers
and weeklies and also Dr.
Narasimhajah’s Miracle Committee
received an enormousamountofmail.
Inall thismail notone clueappeared to
shed light on Sai Baba’s ceaseless
production of objects.

All this — and other points | have
not raised here — strongly suggests
that some of the phenomena may in-
deed be genuine and this is the reason
why they are worth studying.



THE FATE
CRYSTAL SURVEY

N ASSOCIATION with Prof. Lawrence Jerome of the University

of San Francisco, Fate is conducting a survey of our readers'
use of crystals and crystal power. The results of this survey will
appear in an article in a future issue.

Your answers will be kept strictly confidential. The completed
questionnaire should be sent to Lawrence Jerome, 10301 Serrano
Ct., San Jose, Calif. 95127.

1. Howdid you become interested in crystals and crystal power?

__through friends ___reading articles ___Shirley MacLaine TV show
__psychic fair ___other:
2. How long have you been interested in crystals?
__lessthanlyear ___lto2years ___2to5years ___morethan 5years
3.8ex: _M __F
4. Age: __under18 __ 1825 ___ 26-40 __ 40-60 ___ over60
5. Do you own any crysla\s7 __yes no

If yes. what is the value of your crystals?
__$0-$50 __ $50-$100 __ $1004200 ___ $200-$500 ___over $500

6. Do you wear crystals? _yes __no
Ifyes, how often?
__onceamonthorless ___onceaweek ___daily ___ always
Would you describe yourself as a "crystal worker™? __yes ___no
If yes, choose the categories that best describe your work:
self healing healing others __ healing at a distance
meditation and/or self improvement  __ astral projection/travel
ESP (telepathy, clairvoyance) __ channeling
influencing people and events __ other:
8. In your experience, do crystals work best when the recipient of its energies

(healings, ESP, etc.) participate in the energizing? __yes

How successful have you been when recipients do nottake part in the energizing?
— notatall __ somewhat successful ___very successful

When you are lrying to influence others (ESP, projections, healings) what is the
maximum effective distance between you and your subject?

___subject mustbe in same room ___100feet ___1 mile

__100miles ___nolimit. Other:
. Do you tell recipients you are directing crystal energies toward them?

__yes __ no ___sometimes

. Would you be willing to participate in scientific tests of crystal power?

©
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__yes  __no

Ifyes, include pertinent information:

Name

Address,

City. State/Zip,
Phone
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ANIMALS

CAME CALLING

The cat looked strange and its behavior was peculiar — but it
gave me the answer | was seeking so desperately.

By Wanda Sue Parrott

STRANGE ANIMALS have put

simply have a lesson to learn.
Ifyou’ve ever had unusual experi-

odd times, usually when matters afnces with animals, my true experi-

appearances into my life at very
lifeand death are concerned or when |

Writer Wanda Sue Parrott has had a
lifelong interest in the paranormal.
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ences might shed some light on the
things you, too, have wondered about.
For instance, it’s said that dogs are
man’sbestfriend. | haveagood friend
whounderwentcancer surgeryand was
told ifhe didn’tdevelop further symp-
toms within seven years, she would be
free and clear. Her dog developed the
same kind of cancer she had had re-
moved and seven years later the dog
died, but its master remained healthy.
Did the dog die so that she could live?
NikolaTesla, whodiscoveredalter-
nating currentand gave us the electric
lights we enjoy today, had a close
relationship with a bird. And we all
know the dove isauniversal symbol of
peace and brotherly love.
Abirdcame into my life on January
16,1987, five days after I’d lostaclose
friend. Although | knew my friend
wasoutofpain, | couldn’t seem torise
above my personal sense of grief.
Knowing it was not healthful to sit



around and brood, | went shopping on
Friday afternoon. It was slightly after
dark when | pulled up in front of my
apartment house on the heavily-traf-
ficked streetin the San Fernando Val-
ley area of Los Angeles.

As | neared the tall, heavy glass
doubledoors leading into my building,
| saw that something was on the stairs.
It looked like a bird. It was a bird.
Larger than the ordinary pigeon but
smaller than a chicken, the brown bird
was huddledinacomeratthe topofthe
stairs.

As | approached, it perked up.
Instead offlying away, thebird strutted
forth to meetme. Itpreceded metothe
centermost place before the door and
began pecking at the door, obviously
conveying the message “let me in.”

Itwasabrown bird witha slighttop
notch. And its tail feathers were long
and graceful, like a dozen quills stuck
intoapen holder. Such birds were not
native to acity areabut 1’d seen plenty
ofquail atthe Descanso Gardens about
10 miles northeast of North Holly-
wood. And this looked like a mature
quail.

It entered the foyer with me and
immediately pecked at the brown car-
peting, indicating it was both unafraid
of human beingsand very hungry.

The beautiful bird spent the night
with me. Notknowing whatto dowith
it, | attempted to provide comfortable
quarters by turning my bathtub into a
minisuite. Inoneend of the tub I seta
large dish filled with hamster food,
tuna shreds and a sliced apple. The

other end contained a large wicker
wastebasket on which it could perch
comfortably, sinking its fairly large
talons into the fibers the way it might
clutch a tree in its native habitat

With the shower doors shut, the tub
was a perfectenclosure for this serene
guest which evinced no feai of me. |
called it“pretty bird” the way | address
my pair of chattery parakeets and it
cocked its head to the left, then the
right, gazing into my face with placid
dark bright eyes.

Early on Saturday | began making
phone calls on the bird's behalf. |
called the animal shelter. Someone
there toldme the shelterwould take the
bird but would put it painlessly to
sleep. I called a lost-animal volunteer
service. Noone had reported a lost pet
quail. Descanso Gardenscould take it
but not for a few days.

At last someone gave me the name
of Wildlife Waystation, a nonprofit
organization tuckedaway in the moun-
tains north of Los Angeles on a 160-
acreranch. Therevolunteers cared for
more than 500 kinds of wild animals
and they would be happy to take my
quail.

Saturday afternoon | talked to the
bird, saying, as if it could understand
English,“lam going to putyou inabox
and take you to anice new home. You
can’tstay in my tub because the faucet
leaks and | need to take a bath.” The
bird nestled in my arms, resting its
head against my chest, and into the
large box it went.
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TT WAS nearly sundown when at last
11 found the waystation. 1’d driven
miles along a winding road that led
throughisolated, ruggedterrain. Upon
arrival lwasgreetedbyapair offriendly
strolling peacocks, their beautiful blue
feathers glistening in the fading sun-
light.

Nearby was a playful monkey in a
cage and a few yards away was a large
wildcat so intent upon preening itself
that it didn’t notice my arrival.

The bird was happily accepted by
the volunteers. And then a strange
thing happened. The bird puffedup. It
began to glow with an iridescent hue
which turned to acopper-golden radi-
ance. Golden light idled its small
comer of the room.

“Yourquail isn’taquail atall,” one
ofthestaffsaid. “It’sagolden Chinese
pheasant, a female, and she’ll be very
happy here. We have a male Chinese
pheasant. You’'ve contributed to con-
jugal bliss.”

As | released my golden friend, a
sense of warmth, peace and love filled
me and | realized this gentle creature,
which had spent exactly 24 hours in
my care, had lifted me from the void of
depression associated with loss of my
friend. 1 wassinging inside as | drove
home.

Andalongwith the songin my heart
was the realization that animals have
played a major role in my life — for
they alwayscometomeatatime I need
them.

An example is my little tortoise-
shell cat Punky. When | moved into
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my apartmentbuilding backin 1977, a
number of straggly mean alley cats
lived out of the dumpstersin the alley.
The small, spotted cat who hadn’t a
speck of white on her was different
fromtherest. She didn’tseem sowild.
Yet she would not let me touch her.
After nearly seven years of trying to
pether, I gave up. Little did I suspect
that when she was ready, she’d come
calling.

About four years ago aclose friend
and companion moved away. | was at
a loss and | felt a huge void which
needed filling. But how?

One night there came a tapping at
the door. When | went to the screen,
there wasthe alley catwho’d managed
to avoid me for seven years. Her little
paw was stuck in the screen door and
thedoorwasbanging from herstruggle
to free her claw.

1 brought her in, was stricken with
the lovely pumpkin-huedcolorsspread
across her back and nicknamed her
“Punky” for Pumpkin. Shecrawledon
tomy lap as if to say, “Well, I'm here
now.” She’s been with me ever since.

How or why she came at that par-
ticular time remains a mystery. Our
building has heavy security gales atall
entrances. She couldn’thave wriggled
under thegate or nosed herway through
it

Herarrival wasunusual. ButPunky
is an unusual cat. When she first ar-
rived, | showed her the parakeets’ cage
and said, “That is a no-no.” She has
neverattempted to goafter thebirds. In
fact, | can leave the cat and birds to-
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gether in a room all day and Punky
even sits and looks at the cage.

She’s a longtime pet. Most of the
animals that come into my life
strangely, however, remainonly ashort
time —just long enough to teach me a
lesson or force me to change my mind
orredirectmy consciousnesstoanewer,
better way of thinking.

* e

[, GNEW was aprime example ofa

tiny creature thattaughtmeagreat

lesson. He was my son’s “mealy”
worm.

Agnew was abouthalfan inch long.
His neutral cover blended with the
oatmeal in which he lived in a capped
coffee can. For moisture Agnew con-
sumed juicy bits of fresh apple.

One night | was awakened outofa
sound sleep by a dream in which the
tiny worm was shrieking inpain,“Help
me! I’m lostand thirsty.”

It was not that he was speaking in
English. Butl wasable to interprethis
signals in my own native language.
Agnew was in trouble, panicking and
suffering so strongly that his vibra-
tions were sending powerful signals
into the atmosphere.

I leaped up and rushed to my son’s
bedroom. Sure enough, Agnew’s cof-
fee can had toppled from the table,
spilling the contents on the yellow
carpet which was strewn with little
boy’s shoes, socks, comic books and
model cars.

The oatmeal was fairly easy to see,
but nowhere could | find the body of
one tiny worm which blended in with
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thewoofandwarpoftherug. Todying
little Agnew the rug musthave seemed
likeavastdesertandtheobjectsaround
him mountains a weary traveler
couldn’t possibly climb in his search
for an oasis.

I was shocked into the realization
that the tiniest living creatures can
experience the same sensations man
“the king of earth” is capable of feel-
ing. They just don’t express them-
selves in language we can understand.
But they, too, fight for the rightto live
—and cry for help when they’re un-
able to solve their own dilemmas.

Alas, poor Agnew perished. But |
learned another lesson from my brief
encounter with him. Itis this: On an
instinctual level the human being has
an inherent capacity to want to help
save lives. So why is man always at
war with his own species?

e

ALY FRIEND Myles Ferguson isa
iVArugged, masculine, good-look-
ing man who once told me that his life
was changed by a cockroach. He’d

Myles Ferguson’'s weird experience
with a cockroach changed his life.
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found the bug in his apartment and
promptly got out the spray gun, satu-
rating the little creature in the kitchen.

Myles wentback to bed and settled
down to sleep but an odd, disturbing
soundkepthim awake. Itsounded like
a person gasping and dragging heavy
chains behind him. The sound came
nearer. And nearer.

After a while the sound stopped.
Myles snapped on the bedside light.
The cockroach had followedhim down
the hall, climbed the bedclothes and
was lying on itsback on the bed as ifto
say, “Why did you harm me? | meant
you no harm.”

Mylesnow isanimmaculate house-
keeper, making certain no crumbs are
scattered around toentice bugs into his
home. In this way he won’tfeel forced
tokill any living creature.

There’s an old saying that goes:
When man lives in harmony with the
natural kingdom, nature lives in har-
mony with man. This must have been
true in Hawaii because | had a very
strange experience there that | can’t
explain. The year was 1971.

1I'd gone to the islands to contem-
plate whether or not to make a major
change in my life. It was a decision
that would affect not only me but my
whole family. | was tied up in knots,
literally, and was suffering terrible
stomach cramps.

On the way to my hotel | walked
down a garden path outside the hotel
near the beach at Maui. A large cat
stepped out and followed me. Itwas a
brown cat, about the size of a small
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dog. Its markings looked more like
those ofan owl than a cat And it did
not look like a house pet. Nor did it
look like a bobcat or other type of
wildcat. Its featureswereroundand its
head and feet knobby. It marched
brazenly beside me, meowing fiercely.

Itfollowed me onto theelevatorand
rode up about five floors, then fol-
lowed me into my room. We shared a
meal of mahi-mahi in the room. Then
1 went out to the balcony to reston the
chaise lounge, because | felt ill from
the cramps.

The cat jumped onto my stomach
and began kneading and pawing the
placeswhere the knotswere mostpain-
ful. Then it lay down, emitting a
powerful vibratory pun which sent
cascading ripples throughoutmy nerv-
ous system. | saw flashes of lightand
suddenly was “out of this world” in
sleep.

lawakenedwith astart. Thecatwas
gone. So were my cramps. My mind
was clear and fresh and I knew tlie
answer to the problem I'd been con-
templating.

I caught a glimpse of a small four-
legged creature in the comer of the
balcony. A lizard was staring at me.
For a moment our gazes interlocked.
Then the lizard darted through the
grillwork of the balcony and ran down
the side of the building.

I conducted a thorough search of
the hotel room. The catwasn’tthere. |
called for room service.

But the search yielded only the
bellboy’s remark: “It was Madame
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Pelee, the goddess of the volcano. She
canassumeanimal formsto helppeople
or scare them away. She must have
liked you. Noteveryone who comes to
Hawaii is so lucky.”

| might have dismissed the boy’s
bizarreconjecture—thatthe catturned
into a lizard — ifsuch a strange expe-
rience had happenedonly thatone time.
But that’s not the case.

ACK IN 19631 was pregnant and
ing in Monterey, Calif. | was
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On the frontporch, where the dog had
been moments before, there appeared
the biggest rabbit | have ever seen. It
wasso large that itfilled both my arms
when | gathered ittomy breast. Itwas
puffed up and sparkling with moisture.
Butthe strangest thing about the rabbit
was its color. Itwas silver.

It weighed about nine pounds and
its nose was soft and pink. It nuzzled
my cheeksand mouthasiftryinggently
to kiss me.

“I don’tknow whereyoucamefrom,

working as an 1.Q.-test writer with Httle friend,” I said, “but I’ll putyou in

test bureau on the peninsula. On Fri-
day, September 13,1 came homearound
noon. Monterey isaseasidetown. Our
garden was filled with beautiful flow-
ers. Red fucshias hanging like fat red
teardrops, golden nasturtiums climb-
ing the side of the cottage and the
ancient fence outside the small back-
yard, red geraniumsand pink tearoses
all nestled around the pine trees that
grew wild in the area.

That particular afternoon a rain-
storm had blown in from the sea, soak-
ing the land and making the flower
garden shine with a million moist dia-
mond drops. The sun broke through
the clouds and the world looked like a
jewel box.

There was a sudden tapping at the
door. When | opened it, a small jet-
black dog, glistening from its soaking,
was shaking with cold. 1 letitin. The
dogdried itselfbefore the stove in my
kitchen.

Soon thedog was dryand I letitout.
Then a mostamazing thing happened.

a nice safe place.” 1 took the bunny
into the backyard and made sure the
gate was securely locked. No dogs
couldgetin and the rabbitcouldn’tget
out. It would have a feast on the
greenery and a dry place beneath the
house.

But the rabbit disappeared in the
blaze of a golden ray of sunlight

And moments later, while | was in
the bathroom, | was suddenly inspired
to write a poem, part of which is re-
printed hereexactly as | firstwrote itso
long ago on toilet tissue:

By my life and by my being

By some errors, someforeseeing,

By the very soul that whispers

As in lives it has before,

Saying now and saying ever

When theforce oflife does sever

Childfrom womb in birth's one
action,

1 will step upon the shore.

Be it Will, or be it Karma,

1 will come to life once more.



Withinhours my infantson Ted had
putin his appearance on earth, weigh-
ing in at nine pounds.

Ted seems to have inherited my
strange propensity forunusual encoun-
ters with animals. In 1986, on achilly
winter evening, he led an all-night
search-and-rescue effort in which we
saved six abandoned newborn baby
possums which were scattered like
Easter eggs throughout the ivy outside
our apartment house.

We bedded them down on a towel
ina scrub bucket and fed them warm
milk from an eyedropper. And we
wondered what a family of possums
was doing in a neighborhood filled
with cars, dogs, cats and human ani-
mals.

Next morning Ted delivered them
toa shelter and we never learned their
fate. Our home was merely a“halfway
house” for them as it has been so many
times before for lost or visiting ani-
mals.

We’ve had gerbilsthatsing, asmall
tortoise that holed up in Ted’s boot for
more than a year and perked right up
when, having been discovered, it was
put into a tub of water, and a dying
goldfish that responded to a gentle
massage that was not easy to admini-
ster, considering the tiny size of the
creature and its slippery scales.

I've sat in the park watching butter-
flies soar on drafts of warm air and
they’ve landed on my open hand when
I've silently thought, “How beautiful
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you are.” Once, without knowing it,
my friendand | saton ahill ofred ants;
she was bitten badly and | didn’t get
even ascratch. And in my 52 years of
life I’ve never had a single bee sting.

In ancient witchcraft practices ani-
mals were “familiars™ connecting the
human with nature. But | am not a
witch and know nothing ofthe “craft”

I doknow my life hasbeen enriched
because of my strange connection with
members of the animal kingdom. Not
all my encounters have been placid
and peaceful, however.

For instance, late one night | heard
atapping on the door. When | opened
it | found a large brown box on the
porch. Thinking someone had sent
roses, | quickly opened it and was
greeted with a menacing hiss.

Inside the anonymously-delivered
boxwasa large, mean badger, itssharp
teeth bared and its beady black eyes
warning me tokeep my distance. 1did.
| gave the creature food and water and
locked it safely in the storage shed
outside, along with lawnmowers and
othertools. Therewasnopossible way
itcouldgetouL I thenspentasleepless
night trying to figure out what to do
with the badger.

I needn’thave worried. Nextmorn-
ing the room was empty except forone
small, bright-eyedbrown mousewhich
watched fromacomeras | searched for
thebadger. Then, inaflash, itskittered
out the slightly ajar door and disap-
peared.
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THE PREMATURE ECHO
By Lawrence Headrick
BOUT 4:00 P.M. on a June
day in 1981,1 parked my new

pickup truck in the shade, ready to The work completed,

install a CB radio. A few minutes
into the project the quiet was inter-
rupted by a loud crash, followed by
two metallic crunching sounds.
They came from a rural road near
my home in Tunnel Hill, Ga. 1
dropped my tools and hurried into
the house to ask my wife Diane if
she had heard the sounds. She said
she hadn't heard anything unusual.
1 was somewhat puzzled because
the sounds had been quite loud to
me.

If an accident had happened, !
felt | should go and offer assistance,
if needed. 1 cruised the road for
about a mile in each direction but
found nothing to indicate an acci-
dent. More puzzled and a little
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shaken, 1 returned to the house and
decided to restawhile before dinner.
By the time | returned to my project
it was almost dark.

I got a
“radio check” from a trucker on
U.S. Highway 411 about two miles
away. It was dark and | was putting
away my tools when 1 heard the

Lawrence Headrick
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crash once again. | looked quickly
toward the road and saw taillights
makingcircles in the air. Then came
two crunching sounds just as | had
heard them some five hours earlier.

The accident involved a late
model Ford Torino driven by a lady
from Cleveland, Tenn., just across
the border from my home in Geor-
gia. Fortunately she was not seri-
ously hurt, but she still wears a scar
from the accident that was preceded
by its own echo.— Tunnel Hill, Ga.

HONEY SPOOKY
By Marilyn Taliaferro

HAVE NO idea of how small or

how large Honey was. He was
invisible, but 1 have found that he
was not an imaginary creature. He
was real to my daughter Amy and
was a blessing in that he provided
her with the comfort of his com-
panionship.

The first clue that Honey had
come to live with us occurred on
September 25, 1968, when Amy
made her entrance into the world
and our hearts. As | lay in the labor
room of St. Francis Hospital in
Topeka, Kans., the nurse left for a
moment. When she returned, she
asked, “Did the maintenance man
change the light while | was gone?”

I told her 1 had not seen anyone
touch the light. She remarked that,
for some reason, the room looked
brighter.

Other strange things started to
happen. When Amy was four
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months old and sitting in her baby
seat, she reached her tiny hands
toward a ceramic mother cat and
kittens which had been placed on a
high shelf. She laughed as the cer-
amic figures moved slightly and
then fell to the floor. In Kansas we
never have had an earthquake, or
even the slightest tremor. | decided
that a passing truck, or a plane, had
shaken the house just enough to
cause the figures to fall.

At the age of seven months Amy
suffered a severe case of intestinal
flu. Her pediatrician told me she
could have water or weak tea, but
no milk. That night, when | gave her
a bottle of weak, sugared tea, she
protested loudly. My husband
Phillip and 1 lay in bed and listened
to our baby girl cry herselfto sleep,
determined not to go against the
doctor’s orders.

In the morning 1 rose early and
immediately checked on Amy. In
her crib was a bottle half-full of
milk. | woke my husband and de-
manded why he had given Amy the
milk she was not supposed to have.
He indignantly informed me that he
had not given her any milk.

On the table in the kitchen |
found the large milk container from
the milkman that we affectionately
called the “Cardboard Cow.” Itwas
very heavy and not easy to move,
especially for Amy, who could not
have gotten out of her crib. How she
had obtained the milk was a mystery
at the time.



TRUE MYSTIC EXPERIENCES

Nothing else happened to indi-
cate that Honey Spooky was in our
midstuntil Amy was 10 months old.
She was walking and her favorite
pastime was attempting to turn the
knobs and dials on the TV set. One
particularly exhausting day, after
Amy had been getting into every-
thing, | was readying her for bed
when she rushed to the TV and
started turning all the knobs and
dials as fast as she could. | smacked
her hand and carried her off to bed,
crying.

The next morning | was amazed
to find every one of the knobs and
dials of the TV scattered about the
living room floor. 1 tried to coax
Amy into showing me how she had
gotten out of her crib, but she
proved unable to climb over the
high rails. Looking at me as if | had
gone mad, my husband reported
that he most definitely had not been
messing around with the TV. It was
then 1 realized that we had a ghost
of some kind living with us.

As Amy grew able to talk, she
often spoke of “Honey Spooky.” 1
learned that he was, in her own
words, “an angel ghost man.” She
would offer interesting bits of in-
formation and when | asked her
where she had learned such things,
she would reply, “Honey Spooky
told me.”

Other happenings suggested that
something unusual inhabited our
home. While visiting the neighbor
downstairs, 1 would hear footsteps
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in our empty apartment. Objects
occasionally were found missing
and turned up in odd places.

One day when Amy was three, we
took a bus to Wichita to visit my
sister Mary Warner. Amy babbled
endlessly about Honey Spooky to a
couple of airmen on the bus, point-
ing to the seat directly behind her
and emphatically stating that he
was sitting right there. She answered
their questions in such an assured
and adult manner that when they
left the bus they looked convinced
that ghosts were real.

A couple of days before we were
to leave, my sister told Amy that she
could take home with her a set of
salt and pepper shakers to which
she had taken a liking. On the day
we were to leave, Amy reminded my
sister ofthe salt and pepper shakers,
wanting to pack them with our
things. My sister could not find
them and told Amy that when she
did find them she would send them.
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As | was packing, | found the
missing shakers tucked neatly in my
suitcase. 1 told Amy it was wrong to
take what belonged to other people
and she should apologize to her
aunt for taking the shakers. Amy
put her hands on her hips and spoke
in the direction of a chest.

“See, you got me in trouble!” She
then turned to me and said with
great innocence, “Mommy, | didn't
know that Honey had moved them.
He said that Aunt Mary had given
them to me, so he put them in the
suitcase.” | reported this to my
sister, who already had heard so
much about Honey Spooky that she
was willing to accept Amy’s story.

Honey entered our lives many
more times until Amy was six. We
moved away and presently | realized
that Amy no longer mentioned
Honey. She told me Honey had said
she no longer needed him. He in-
tended to live with another child.

Now aged 19, Amy still believes
that Honey was what he said he
was, “an angel ghost man.” She
refuses to believe he was just a
figment of her imagination.

Guardian angel? Poltergeist?
What Honey was, I'll never know.
But he was a member of our family
for six years — and to tell the truth,
I miss him.— Topeka, Kans.

A WARNING VOICE
By Alice Rhoads
N THE WINTER of 1937-38,
while visiting my sister Lilli
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Winslow in Jefferson, Oreg., my
four children and | often accompa-
nied her to the senior high school in
Salem, where she taught art in the
evenings on a W.P.A. program. We
amused ourselves by roaming the
vacant rooms and hallways until
she finished her classes.

One morning in early December
an inner voice instructed me to
abide by whatever decision was
made by my brother-in-law Art
Winslow when 1 asked if he would
drive us to the school again that
evening. So when he said, “No,” we
all stayed home, including my sis-
ter's three children.

My 12-year-old daughter and |
cleaned house, she putting into a
neat row the shoes of all the seven
younger children after they were in
bed. She planned to show them off
when my sister and Art returned
home. When they did not arrive by
11:00 P.M., we also retired, think-
ing that they were late because they
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had gone Christmas shopping.

About 6:00 A.M. the phone rang
and my sister told me that she and
Art were in the hospital. She had a
gash on her leg where the corner of
the heater had cut her; his upper
arm was broken, set together with a
pin. They had, Lilli explained, suf-
fered the injuries when the driver of
an oncoming car, blinded by some
fog that had settled in a dip in the
highway, had crashed head-on into
their car.

I realized that someone beyond
had warned me to remain home. It
made me weak to imagine what
might have happened to all of us if
we had been crowded into that
car.—Spokane, Wash.

A DREAM OF SMOKE
By Larry Bernecker
N AUGUST 1974,1 purchased a
coin-operated laundry in Green

85

in my work. My last dream was of
getting up from bed and driving to
the laundry. | completed the morn-
ing routine and was relaxing behind
the counter when | smelled some-
thing electrical burning. | started in
the front of the store and worked
my way towards the back, checking
everything electrical. Finally | saw
smoke coming from the second to
last washer.

Opening the machine, | found
that the smoke was coming from the
motor. It took me about two hours
(in my dream) to replace the motor
with one of the extra motors from
the discarded machines. As soon as
| successfully tested the machine, |
woke up. As | lay thinking of how
real the dream had seemed, my
alarm clock sounded.

At the laundry that morning, |
went through my usual routine.
And while resting behind the coun-

Hills, Ohio, a northern suburb of ter, | found it hard to believe when |

Cincinnati.

The business had been closed and
the equipment was run down. |
decided to repair the washers that
were salvageable and replace the
rest. Since | was not trained in such
repairs, it took me quite a bit oftime
to salvage eight machines out of 20.

For several nights | dreamed of
the frustrations 1 had experienced

smelled smoke. Something electri-
cal was burning. Wasting no time
checking anything else, | went di-
rectly to the second to last washer,
pulled the plug and opened it up.
What | found, of course, was a
burned, ruined motor. It took two
hours to replace. When | plugged it
in it worked, as my dream had
shown it would.—Cincinnati, Ohio.



AN EMPIRE TO RIVAL ROME

Excavated ruins of a temple lie on a hilltop in the village of Lugurmata, east of
Tiwanaku. In the background are the Pampa Koani and Lake Titicaca.

For hundreds of years the power and glory of Tiwanaku
endured—but its end was sudden and complete.

Part Il may be for now, is welcome. Indeed,

By William Mullen he probably would not be working

Copyrighted 1987 Chicago Tribune Company, allrightsre-  there except for the fact that several

served, used with permission. o

key Bolivians were attracted to the

po: ies of resurrecting the raised

HE NATION of Bolivia needs fields in an attempt to solve modern-
helpdesperately, andaprojectlike ~ day problems.

Alan Kolata’s, however nebulous it “Between Wendell Bennett and
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Alan Kolata there exists a profound
difference,” says Carlos Ponce,
Bolivia’s leading archaeologist and a
powerful national political figure. It
was Ponce who, perhaps more than
anyone, had erected the most barriers
against foreign archaeologists in Bo-
livia since the 1952 agrarian revolu-
tion.

“WhatAlan hasbeendoingissocial
archaeology — restoring a forgotten
technology to the altiplano that may
once again be its salvation. Itisapply-
ing science for the good of the people,
which ismuch more importantthan the
practice of archaeology for
archaeology’s sake.”

Victor Andrade is an influential
retired Bolivian diplomat who served
at various times as ambassador to the
U.S. in the administrations of every
U.S. President from Franklin D.
Roosevelt to John F. Kennedy. Asa
young man Andrade knew Bennett
when Bennettwas working in Bolivia,
and now he has befriended and aided
Kolata.

“What I like about Kolata’s work,”
Andrade says, “isthat he is not search-
ingsomuch forartifactsandgoldas for
knowledge. One of the problems of
Boliviaisits lack ofcheap fossil fuels.
We know there is an abundance of
water underneath the altiplano, and if
we had coal or natural gas, we could
draw itup and make the placeaGarden
of Eden.

“But if Kolata can unlock the se-
cretsofTiwanakuagriculture, we may
not need the fossil fuels. Itis an as-

tounding venture he has going there,
truly.”

“You can’t imagine archaeology
beingthatrelevant in the United States
or any other industrialized nation,”
Kolatasays. “Butinaheavily agrarian
country we may be able to rehabilitate
an ancient indigenous technology that
is superior to what they are using to-
day.”

Kolata’s expedition is uncovering
farmore than the raised fieldsand their
technology. Kolata hopes also to lo-
cate and uncover an entire Tiwanaku
town and from itreconstruct the details
of the daily life in the empire.

The best prospect is Lugurmata.
Located on the Pampa Koani’s marshy
shoreline off Lake Titicaca, it is here
that Bennett found a minor temple

Tiwanakan skull shows backward slope
offorehead, formed by clamped boards
in babyhood, that was a mark of dis-
tinction among elites and commoners.
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complex on a man-made hill 50 years
ago. Bennett surmised then that the
temple complex was a largely unin-
habited ceremonial center.

“Bennett, of course, didn't know
about the raised fields,” Kolata says.
“Once you realize they are there and
whatthey are, you have to wonder how
the people were organized to build,
maintain and use them. The Pampa
Koani is only one area of many large
raised-field systems that were operat-
ing around the entire Titicaca lake
basin. It’s one of 20 such sites on the
Bolivian side of the lake alone. What
we have here is very much analogous
to a modem corporate farming opera-
tion or a socialized agricultural sys-
tem. No minor civilization could have
accomplished something on such a
grand scale as this. Itcould only have
been done in this part of the world in
those times by a highly organized,
disciplined central state.”

Because much of the interest in
Tiwanaku previously had been in its
monumental architecture, no archae-
ologist had made an effort to find the
habitations of its ordinary citizens.
Because the Pampa Koani hadbecome
the central focus for his raised-field
excavations, Kolatanaturally chosethe
Luqurmata temple site for his search.

In 1986, his first season of excava-
tion at Luqurmata, Kolata has been
aidedby six otherarchaeologists, three
ofthem Americans and the other three
Bolivians, including Oswaldo Rivera,
his longtime partner, who serves as
codirector of the expedition. The

FATE

Americans are Charles “Chip” Stan-
ish, a recent doctoral graduate in an-
thropology from the University of
Chicago; and two doctoral candidates,
Marc Bermann from the University of
Michigan and Gray Graffam from the
University of Toronto.

Virtually every discovery the team
is making at the Lugurmata site is a
new page in the history of Tiwanaku.
Asaseparate culture, Tiwanaku proba-
bly began asavillage sometime before
1000 B.C. on thessite, 10 miles west of
Luqurmata, of what later became the
imperial city. It was one of many
cultures that emerged along the lake
and around the altiplano, a place well
suited as an incubator of civilization.
The Andes have been described as a
sort of “vertical archipelago.” From
Lake Titicaca early men were only a
day and a half by foot from radically
different environments, including
deserts, jungles, temperate plains and
frozen glaciers.

Asprimitive Indiansbegan togroup
together and settle down to a lifestyle
of farming and animal husbandry in
and around the Andes, they became
increasingly adept at developing use-
ful crops. In the altiplano they
developed quinoa and caniwa, grain
plants unique to the region. They also
developed hardy tubers well adapted
to the Andean cold — oca, olluco,
mashwa and, above all, the potato, of
which they grew more than 200 vari-
eties, adapting them to the climatol-
ogical conditions that changed with
every 600 feet of elevation.
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In the lower, wanner levels, other
plantsdeveloped into importantstaple
crops, particularly com. Each climate
had its unique staple products, and
because of the close proximity of the
various regions, intertribal trading
began naturally. In the altiplano the
llamawasdomesticated into large herds
and used for food, wool and as a pack
animal, which probably encouraged
trade even more.

As populations grew around the
lake, agriculture intensified, too. There
isarchaeological evidence thatthefirst
raised-field systems near the lake had
begun by 1000 B.C. Nobody knows
who originated the system, but Ti-
wanaku must have been foremost in
perfecting it By 100 B.C. Tiwanaku
was emerging as the most important
urban center on Lake Titicaca. The
products from its raised fields fed the
growing trade routes to neighboring
kingdoms, and trade became the impe-
tus for empire building.

“Most Andean cultures,” Kolata
says, “did not want to rely on simple
trade to get the foods and goods they
needed from other climatological
zones. They wanted direct access to
thesethings, sothey colonized theareas
thatproduced what they needed rather
than rely on uncertain trade partners.”

Tiwanaku simply followed that
same colonizing pattern, but it was
more successful in doing so than any
civilization before it. By A.D. 100 it
ruled all its neighboring kingdoms at
the south end of the lake. By A.D. 400
it had defeated its main rivals, the
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Pukara people in Peru, and ruled the
entire lake basin while continuing to
push its boundaries west toward the
Pacific and south toward Chile and
Argentina.

Lugurmatawas probably one ofthe
early conquests of Tiwanaku and one
ofthe empire’s first satellite cities and
agricultural colonies. Today Luqur-
mataisnotsomuchavillageasagroup
of scattered farms along the edge of
Lake Titicaca. What distinguishes it
from othervillages in the PampaKoani
is a 100-foot-high hill sitting in its
midst. The hill’s slopes and crestrise
in sharp, ruler-straight lines.

Thestraightlinesofthe hill’sslopes
give it an appearance of being man-
made. In fact, itis man-made. It was
the temple hill of the Tiwanaku colo-
nizers, constructed 2000 years ago.

Onthe hill’sslightly flattened crest,
the remains of two temple buildings
poke through the tough, tundralike
grassesthatcoverthe Lugurmata land-
scape. They were smaller replicas of
the Kalasasaya temple in the imperial
city and of the sunken temple that sits
in front of the Kalasasaya. The two
structures are positioned precisely to
face east so that the rising sun shines
through their doorways at dawn.

Kolata began his dig at Lugurmata
last summer around the outer perime-
ters of Lugurmata’s temple buildings
on the hill. Three skeletons — two of
them headless, the third with no head
and torso but its legs and pelvis intact
— were discovered buried at the base
of a temple wall. The mutilated re-
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mains were testimony that even the
priest in the minor temples of
Tiwanaku’s colonial areas had the
authority to conduct human sacrifices.

The Lugurmatatemples themselves
are classic specimens of Tiwanaku’s
remarkably sophisticated architecture
and construction techniques. Each
block in the temple bears curious
markings that hint at the complex
organization of Tiwanaku’s construc-
tion industry. On each block in the
smaller, sunken temple is a symbol
abouteightinchesacross consisting of
a single dot in the center and six dots
forming acircle around it Blocks in
the larger temple have similar sym-
bols, with eight dots instead of six
encircling the central dot.

“These markings,” Kolata says,
“probably were made by architectural
engineers constructing the temples,
both of which seemed to have been
erected at the same time. We believe
the markings were made to show the
workmen to which temple each block
belonged, almost as though the blocks
arrived at the site with a prefabricated
design.”

Each of the blocks was carved to
exacting specifications, meticulously
and precisely shaped to fit tightly to-
gether in forming the temple walls.
Comersare perfectly squared, indicat-
ing a knowledge of geometry, and the
entire complex is undergirded with a
network of drainage sewers that 2000
years later continue to keep the temple
floors dry.

ButtemplesarenotKolata’s central
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concern. His real questat Lugurmata
was an ordinary Tiwanaku house, so
he dug in the slope behind the temples
that tapers gently for several thousand
yards toward LaL(e*'Eiticaca.

HATDREWKOolataandhiscol-
leagues to the slope were the

pottery shards dating from Tiwanakal

times that he found there scattered on
the open ground. Millions ofthemre-
main, a certain indication that it was
once abusy urban place. There are so
many artifacts of an ancient town that
eventhe latrine hole the archaeologists
dug forthemselves attheir camp atthe
base of the temple hill proved a rich
source of ancient pottery.

There were about 10 acres of such
riches to choose from; where, Kolata
had asked, should they begin their
search for a Tiwanaku dwelling?

“With the [limited] number of
trained people we have here,” he says,
“you can’t do actual excavation work
on even one-half of one percent of the
site.” Archaeologists don’t just dig
randomly. They use a precise method-
ology to give them an educated guess
as to where they can dig most profit-
ably.

One ofthe firstthings required isto
ma! a detailed topographical survey
map ofthe excavation site. Themap is
overlaid with 50-square-meter (roughly
50-square-yard) grids, andeach grid is
broken down to one square meter
components. Using the map, the ar-
chaeologists systematically examine
the terrain of the site, plotting outwith
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stakes and string a square-meter sec-
tion at a time within each 50-square-
meter quadrant.

Ontheirhandsand knees, they comb
thesquare-meterplot, collecting, count-
ing and bagging every man-made arti-
factthey findwithinthestringedbound-
ary. The count for each of these plots
is duly recorded and precisely posi-
tioned on the larger site map. Artifacts
go to the base camp Ior later analysis.

HEN THERE ARE a lot of
pottery shards on the ground in
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through a sieve at the site looking for
any artifacts that might be present.
The archaeologist on the site, in this
case Bermann, looks for changes of
texture in the soil.

What he wanted to find was evi-
denceofhuman habitation, along-ago
abandoned garbage heap, a crumbled
wall or, best ofall, a floor. If he could
find a floor, he could usually find a
cooking area. Ifhecould find a cook-
ing area, he could find ashes from
cooking fires. Ashes can be crucial
because through carbon dating, an

any given location, say 100 or nmohaeologicaltechnique inventedonly

pieces in a square-meter area, archae-
ologists become excited. The pres-
ence of so many shards on the soil
surface in agiven area often indicates
the location ofancient dwellings.

Usingsuch techniques, Kolatachose
an areaabout 75 yards down the slope
from the temples as his first likely site
of an ancient Tiwanaku house.
Assigned todirecttheexcavation, Marc
Bermannstarteddigging latein August
1986.

Bermann's crew consisted of six
local farmers overseen by a skilled
archaeological laborer called a maes-
tro, or master. Maestrosare workmen
who have been trained in the scientific
techniques ofa dig—uwhat to look for
and how to scrape away the earth to
minimize damage to any underground
artifacts the diggers might come upon.

Adigisan excruciatingly slow and
tedious process. Soil is scraped away
in layers just a few inches deep at a
time. Thecrew sifts each layer of soil

40 years ago, an archaeologist can
determine when the people who left
the ashes lived, be it 100,1000 or 3000
years ago.

Within days of beginning his dig,
Bermann found a floor and carbon
ashes. Healsofoundwall foundations,
garbage heaps, burial vaults, bonesand
complete pottery pieces. Expanding
his site, he found not just one floor but
several, along with more burial vaults
and more wall foundations separated
by pathways. He had come upon not
only the first Tiwanaku house to be
unearthed in modem history but a
complete Tiwanaku workingman’s
neighborhood.

“Tiwanaku is no longer a cathedral
in the sky,” Kolata said after the dis-
covery by Bermann and histeam. Now
he has proofthat the temple sites were
far from being largely uninhabited
religious pilgrimage areas. “It was a
real, liveplace, with people livingin it.
By the time we are finished, much of




92

pre-Columbian history will have to be
rewritten.”

Each bit of bone, pottery, stone
utensil and even some badly rotted bits
ofclothrecovered from the Luqurmata
housesites and burial tombs will even-
tually add to the forgotten story of
Tiwanaku.

So will the ancient garbage heaps,
archaeologically called “middens,”
found adjacent to the houses. Search-
ing through a household midden, ar-
chaeologistscan findevidence ofwhat
the occupants ate. Establishing what
was inthe daily dietofaveragecitizens
of a civilization can lead to a lot of
knowledge about the civilization it-
self.

The middensrevealed llamabones,
so llama meat was part of the diet,
complementing such other local pro-
duce as potatoes, oca, olluco and
mashwa, along with the quinoa and
cafiiwa grains. This was no surprise.

Butthere were bones also of ocean
fishesinthe Luqurmatamiddens. That
would confirm the view that the Ti-
wanakans produced foodin suchabun-
dance that they could trade surpluses
for desired foods from various and
distantregions—ocean fish as well as
lowland com, tropical fruits and hot
peppers. The presence of remains of
these foods in the middens of average
Tiwanaku houses in Luqurmata can
only mean that these foods came rou-
tinely and inexpensively over trade
routes to all Tiwanaku citizens.

The pottery found in andaround the
houses bears the artistic markings of
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“classic” Tiwanaku, a period roughly
spanning A.D. 300 to 700, when the
empire was at its artistic and techno-
logical zenith. By analyzing the pot-
tery atalatertime in the laboratory, the
archaeologists can fix the dates that
people actually lived in Luqurmata.

Thatclassic Tiwanaku period coin-
cides with the Roman empire’s final
stages of collapse. Much of Europe
then was still dominated by barbaric
peoples barely past the stage oftribal,
rock-throwing warfare. Luqurmata,
ontheotherhand, had already enjoyed
four centuries as a peaceful colonial
outpostandwas settled intotherhythms
of planting and harvesting its fields, a
rhythm that would continue for at least
six more centuries.

The religious lords of Luqurmata,
perhaps distant kin of the supreme
emperor-priest at the capital city, in-
habited the upper precincts of the
temple hill in the town. The common-
ers living on the slopes below them
paid obeisance to the lords and ac-
cepted the elitist state religion. But
they were actually more prone to prac-
tice animism, the worship of the spirit
ofhills, streams, trees and even house-
hold objects, much as the Aymaras of
today continue to do while professing
to be Roman Catholics.

To the elite, however, the animism
ofthe commoners meant little so long
as they paid their taxes, which were
exacted intwo ways. Atharvesttimea
certain percentage ofthe produce from
theraisedfields wenttothestate. Some
of this was probably used for trade
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with communities elsewhere in the
empire, and some was stored in state-
owned warehouses for the common
good, as a hedge against years of poor
harvests.

In addition to the harvest tax, com-
monerswerealsosubjecttoalabortax,
whereby men and women were re-
quired to spend specific times during
the year working directly for the state.
The men labored on such public proj-
ects as building and maintaining the
raised fields, the imperial roads and the
state-owned warehouses. Women
probably were expected to weave for
the state. Weaving wasahighly devel-
oped art in Tiwanaku. Using the wool
from the llama, alpaca and vicuna,
artisans developed several highly spe-
cialized and sophisticated techniques
that resulted in tapestries, batiks and
tie-dyed and other textiles.

SING NATURAL dyes, they in-
corporated important religious
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intextiles. Nopre-Columbian Andean
society — either before or after Ti-
wanaku—seems to havehadany form
of money for trade, but all of them
valued fabrics to the extreme. Perhaps
textiles were a major means of barter
exchange.

Lugurmata was a regular stop for
the Ilama caravans plying the trade
routes of the empire. At Luqurmata
the traders would pick up textiles and
other objects fashioned by local arti-
sans along with the produce from the
fields. In turn they would drop offthe
foods and goods from other colonial
outposts, including great supplies of
coca leaves.

The leaves were chewed univer-
sally in Tiwanaku times by the com-
moners and elite alike as amild stimu-
lant. Not much more potentthan a cup
of coffee, coca was used to counter the
exhaustion easily brought on by the
altiplano’s thinatmosphere. The prac-
ticecontinues today with the Aymaras.

and cultural symbols such as pumasdeed, the local workmen hired by the

condors, snakes and llamas into their
designs. Textiles were an important
communication device in a culture
without the written word, serving to
record and transmit cultural informa-
tion around the empire. Kolata be-
lieves, for example, that stonemasons
designedelaborate building friezesand
adornments in cloth and used them as
templates as they sculpted the designs
into stone.

Indeed, while gold, silver and
gemstones were valued commodities
in Tiwanaku, real wealth was counted

archaeologists sometimes find them-
selves being mirrored by the faces of
their ancestors depicted in pottery
heads, the cheeks of both ancestor and
workman bulging with the ubiquitous
leaf.

Ifthe37 local workmen Kolatahired
have any interest in the ancient houses
they are uncovering, they hide it well.
The only time they show much excite-
ment is when the archaeologists un-
cover tombs that were dug near the
house sites. But the excitement has a
greatdeal more to do with superstition
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than with simple curiosity.

Someworkmenrefusetoworkwhen
atomb is opened. Those whodo work
often cover their mouths with their
hands so as not to breathe in the spiri-
tual essence of the tomb’s occupant.
One day Bermann cuts a finger while
digging up bones from a tomb, and
whenhis helpers seeblood onthebones
as he hands them up, it causes a com-
plete work stoppage. Graffam falls ill
with altitude sickness after opening
anothertomb. Hishelpers tell him that
itis because he did notgive an offering
to Pachamama, Mother Earth, before
disturbing the remains of the dead.
They now insist that, he pour liquor
around a tomb before opening it.

Running Lugurmata was undoubt-
edly a difficult task. The lords of
Lugurmata needed a lot of technical
help to oversee the fields and admin-
ister the town. So they must have
shared theirenclave ofbetterhomeson
the top of the hill with asecond tier of
elites who perhaps boasted some royal
blood themselves.

Among them were architects, stone-
masons, agricultural engineers, pro-
fessional traders, soldiers and mana-
gerial overseers, including bookkeep-
ers and historians. Despite the lack of
the written word, asociety as complex
as Tiwanaku had to keep records of
business transactions, both state and
private. These records were kept by
specialists who used knotted cords as
memory aids and memorized past
business and the lore of the empire in
order to preserve itall as oral history.
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Farther down the hill, where Ber-
mann uncovered the first Tiwanaku
houses, isan area that more than likely
wasreserved for artisans, specialists or
personal servants to the nobility. Judg-
ing from the ruins Bermann has uncov-
ered, their homes were not very large
or particularly ornate, probably made
of adobe brick and covered with
thatched roofs.

Agricultural workers and their
overseers lived in numerous scattered
sections away from the temple com-
plex and close to the fields in which
they toiled.

Apartfrom times of warorthe great
disasters of failed crops, probably the
most significant disruption of the rou-
tine of Luqurmata’s daily life came
upon the death of the supreme em-
peror-priest. On such an occasion,
Lugurmata would be emptied of its
highest-ranking citizens, who would
geton theirroyal litters to be carried to
the golden city and take partintherites
of succession.

In the case of an emperor’s death,
there would be several days of city-
wide mourning, while the royal kin
gathered from farand wide for the state
funeral. The mourning would be char-
acterized by an almost-universal beer-
drinking spree, the citizenry reeling
and wailing through the avenues.

The dead emperor was buried in a
tomb specially constructed for him in
one of the temples, his body interred
with an immense collection of his
wealth, including golden objects, jew-
elry and textiles. If they were so in-
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clined, thewives ofthe departed leader
could have themselves put to death so
they could accompany him into the
tomb as well.

The empire’s new leader would be
selected from among his sons, usually
but not always the eldest of them. If
other powerful lords feltthatayounger
son showed more forcefulness or ca-
pacity to lead, he would be installed
after a period of court intrigue. Athis
installation the city’s broad avenues
would again fill with reeling, drunken
revelry.

As soon as the new emperor was
firmly inplace, the various lords of the
kingdom would disperse to their re-
spective fiefdoms, taking up the busi-
ness of the empi’r(exogce again.

F LIFE FOR the commoners and
I the colonial subjects of Tiwanaku
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bly a Pax Tiwanaku, a long, long pe-
riod of almost universal peace, so it
would not be surprising for people to
trade their independence for the secu-
rity of the empire.”

Butsometime later after A.D. 1000
itallended. The empire collapsed, the
raised fields were abandoned, and
Tiwanaku existed no more. No one
has a very firm idea why.

“The only thing we’re certain of is
that in a 50-year period Tiwanaku
disappeared very rapidly and very
completely,” says Ponce, dean of
Bolivia’sarchaeological investigators.
“We don’tknow what the cause of the
eclipse was. We can only disprove
some of the early theories and specu-
late on some later ones.”

One ofthe earliest theories was that
Tiwanaku was wrecked by a cataclys-
mic earthquake. No archaeological

was a good deal less sumptuous thanexcavation, however, hasproducedany

that enjoyed by the elite, it was not
without its benefits. First and fore-
most, the empire offered them secu-
rity. There was freedom from hunger.
Andwith Tiwanaku’svastarmies, there
was constant protection from the hos-
tile kingdoms and savage tribes that
lurked on the empire’s frontiers.
Thattheempireexisted forso many
hundreds ofyears is testamentenough
to its success and the relative satisfac-
tion with which its citizens regarded
the government. “Tiwanaku was the
longest-lived empire ofall the Andean
civil ions,” Kolata says. “There is
no doubtaboutthat. During the centu-
ries of the imperium, there was proba-

evidence of such a catastrophe, nor is
there any geologic record of an event
in the Andes powerful enough to have
broughtdown an extensive empire.

Another of the theories was thatthe
empire was invaded and routed by
outside armies. Again, Ponce says,
there is no archaeological evidence to
bear out the theory. Except for the
looting that occurred after Europeans
arrived in the Americas, Tiwanaku’s
temples and religious icons by and
large have remained as its people left
them. Had Tiwanaku been conquered
inancient times, the temples and icons
would have been smashed or carried
away.
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NE UNTESTED theory holds that

Tiwanakuwasvictimizedbyapro-
longed drought. There is a very mod-
em precedent for such a drought, the
so-called El Nifio effect of an upper-
atmospheric change that has denied
adequate rains to equatorial regions in
continents ranging from Africa, Asia
and South America throughout the
1970’s and 1980’s.

“We can date the end of Tiwanaku
as an organized state more or less be-
tween 1150 and 1200 A.D.,” Ponce
says. “In the United States a great
drought ended the great pueblo civili-
zation at the same time. A complex
state like Tiwanaku, even with its vast
storage facilities, would not likely be
able to survive a prolonged drought
and repeated crop failures for 10,20 or
more years.”

Whatevercaused thecollapse ofthe
empire, it was supplanted by smaller
kingdoms made up of the former sub-
jects of Tiwanaku. The smaller king-
doms, constantly at war with one an-
other, retreated from the vast plains of
the altiplano to fortress towns on the
mountain sides and adopted a form of
terrace farming.

The formerlandsoftheempirewere
rentwith war for more than two centu-
ries. Trade routes died, and technol-
ogy and artistry regressed. The new
minikingdomsthatreplaced Tiwanaku
were still fighting among themselves
for survival when the armies of the
newly emerged Inca empire marched
down from Peru in the 1430’s and
conquered them all.
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Pachaquteq Inca Ypanqui founded
the Incan empire in 1438, when the
Tiwanaku empire had been dead for
perhaps 300 years. Pachaquteq made
the conquest of the former Tiwanaku
lands his first order of business in es-
tablishing his empire. He personally
visited the ruins of the Tiwanakan
imperial city, and when he returned to
Cuzco, he ordered that his own royal
capital be remodeled on the lines of
Tiwanaku.

The Incaswere worthy inheritors of
Tiwanaku. Within 90 years the Incan
empire far outstripped Tiwanaku’s in
size, subjugating lands from Colombia
to Chile for 3000 miles around. Trade
routes, art and architecture began to
flourish again in the Andes. Incanag-
riculturists, while not reviving the
centuries-oldraised fields of Tiwanaku,
showed anamazing knowledge ofirri-
gation and hydrology of their own,
bringing mountainside terrace farms
into bloom.

The Incas entrenched themselves
so firmly that it appeared their reign
over the Andes would match
Tiwanaku’s in longevity. But it was
notto be.

In 1492, when his three small ships
landed on a small Caribbean island,
Christopher Columbus in effect
breached the watery barrier that had
allowed the Americas todevelop inde-
pendently from the restof mankind for
tens of thousands of years of splendid
isolation. The sudden appearance of
Europeans proved to be every bit as
incomprehensible, frightening and
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dangerous for indigenous American
civilizations as it would be today if
alien spaceships were to land among
us.
*x ok
O BE SURE, the Europeans
broughttothe NewWorldanover-
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Huayana Capac, the great Inca em-
peror of that period, and many of the
most influential members of his court
probably contracted smallpoxand died
around 1526. Their deaths set off a
struggle of succession between two of
the emperor’s sons. The civil war that

whelmingarray ofweaponry, technofellowed was still being waged by the

ogy and knowledge that the native
Americans had never seen before:
sailing ships, horses, guns, swords of
tempered steel, wheeled carts, the
written language. Butofall the things
that the conquering Europeans intro-
duced into the Americas, the most
devastating were the diseases of the
Old World, particularly smallpox, to
which the long-isolated natives had no
natural immunities.

By the time the first Spaniards
landed in Mexico in 1511, the aborigi-
nal populations of the major Carib-
bean islands were already well on their
way to total extinction. In 1528 news
spread through the Incan empire that
strange, alien men who traveled in
large houses that moved through the
ocean had been sighted along the Peru-
vian seacoast. By that time smallpox
was killing hundreds of thousands of
Aztecs in Mexico and had already
moved through Central America into
South America.

By the time Francisco Pizzaro be-
gan marchingon the Incanempire with
hisfirst, full-scale invasion in Decem-
ber 1530, the deadly European dis-
eases had done much of the conquer-
ing for him.

Recent investigations indicate that

time Pizzaro arrived in Peru, and the
combination of war and pestilence
effectively destroyed much of the In-
cas’ capacity to resist Pizzaro’s con-
quest.

So, like Tiwanaku, the Incan em-
pire abruptly became history. Stunned
and sickened, the Inca people looked
on in horror as the Spanish invaders
smashed their mostsacred temples and
idols, ripping them apart for gold and
silver which were melted down and
sentback to Spain.

The Spaniards went so far as to
violate the tombs of the dead Incan
emperors, ignoring, to the amazement
of die Indians, what to them were the
truly valuable caches of fine textiles
and grabbing only the gold and silver.
To the Incas, it was clear that their
conquerors were crude barbarians.

Barbarians or not, the Spaniards
prevailed, and in prevailing they dis-
carded the Incas’ superior form of state
management for their own. Wanting
to control the countryside, the new
rulers forced the Indians offtheir lands
and into newly created villages and a
form oftenantfarming thatdrastically
cut the amount of land under cultiva-
tion. The complex, finely engineered
systems of Incan irrigation and crop-




ping fell into disuse, and the soil be-
came depleted.

Even the long-dead Tiwanaku cul-
turealong Lake Tititcaca’s shores was
not spared from the destruction and
greed that came with the Europeans.
In the 1500’s the Spaniards learned of
the existence of Tiwanaku and the
fabulous ruins of its scattered outposts.
The Spanish crown began to grant li-
censes to loot the ruins the same way it
granted mining licenses.

It did not take long before every
known Tiwanaku temple site was
hacked apart. Many of the exquisitely
carved stoneworks in Tiwanaku’s
imperial city still lie on the ground,
horribly gouged by Spanish looters as
they stripped the ancient temples of
their gold cladding.

In fact, until the middle of this
century, vast quantities of the stone-
worksofTiwanaku’simperial city were
used as building material for churches
and houses. In the 1890’s a British
construction company contracted by
Boliviatobuild arailroad from LaPaz
to Peru went so far as to dynamite
temple stoneworks, including irre-
placeable monolithicicons, toturnthem
into gravel for the train tracks.

Time is no respecter of tradition,
including European tradition. Many
of the grand churches built by the
Spanish as they pushed into Bolivian
provinces are now crumbling ruins
themselves. There are no priests to
serve inthem, and the colonial artwork
and golden adornments inside them
are often stolen by looters.
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Bolivia’s Aymara Indians, descen-
dants of the ancient Tiwanakans, were
introduced to Catholicismby the Span-
iards, but to this day they are still only
grudging converts. They observe
Christian rituals, but they also con-
tinue to pay homage to the ancient
animist spirits and to celebrate the rit-
ual daysobserved in Tiwanakan times.
And on those days they dress up in
outlandishcostumes thatcaricature the
Spaniardsas ifto mock the people who
erased their heritage.

OLIVIA NOW is much more

aware of Tiwanaku’s invaluable

cultural legacy and despite
country’s poverty is fiercely protec-
tive of it. Fortunately, the ancient
Tiwanaku empire was so vast in size
that many of its greatest works still
survive in many sites.

Lugurmata is one ofthose sites, but
Alan Kolata says it is only a starting
point for preserving what is left of
Tiwanaku. There are other satellite
communities even larger and more
important than Luqurmata that have
never been closely examined by ar-
chaeologists.  In September 1986
Kolata visited one, Khonko Wankané,
aday’s walk from the imperial city of
Tiwanaku, and laid out plans for the
next year to continue to examine its
raised-field system, which is even
larger than that of Luqurmata.

The unexcavated temples and pal-
aces of Khonko Wankané look like
nothing more than mounds of scrubby
pasturage. Butunderneath the mounds
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are temples and palaces Kolata be-
lieves were much larger and more
significant than those in Luqurmata.
Theonly visibleevidence, however, is
three great monoliths lying on the
ground near the mounds. Lichenshave
already badly damaged the monoliths,
much to Kolata’s chagrin.
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“This monolithisacultural treasure
like the Taj Mahal,” Kolata says as he
strokes one of the fallen icons, “but
because it’s in Bolivia, nobody givesa
damn. We’ve got to find somebody to
fund the preservation of all this. There
are a lot of secrets here. A dead city
waits under our feet.”

EASTER ISLAND SPACE AIRSTRIP A REALITY
By George w. Earley

E=aster island, long known

for those enigmatic stone statues
s0 beloved by Erich von Daniken and
other ancient-astronaut buffs, may be
about to enter the space age legiti-
mately.

For some yearsnow the island has
had an airstrip, notanoverly largeone
but adequate to handle the modest
influx of tourists and scientists to this
oceanic flyspeck 2300 miles off the
Pacific coast of Chile.

NASA, concerned that space
shuttles launched from Vandenberg
AFB in California but forced to abort
their missions short of achieving or-
bit, would find the Easter Island air-
stripfartoo shorttolandon. Andeven
ifthe shuttle did get safely down, the
presentrunway is too small to handle
the cargo planes needed to bring the
cranes and other equipment required
to lift the shuttle onto its special 747
transportplane for a flight back to the
United States. In fact the airstrip

won't accommodate that particular
747,

So NASA has entered into diplo-
matic negotiations with Chile for per-
mission to bring the Easter Island
airfield up to space age standards.

Meanwhile, science-fictionwriter
G. Harry Stine is enjoying a quiet
laugh abouttheentire situation. Stine,
writing as “Lee Conrey,” wrote afour-
part serial, “Shuttle Down,” which
appeared in the science-fiction maga-
zine Analog beginning back in De-
cember 1980.

Theplot? Aspaceshuttle launched
from Vandenberg AFB has aproblem
shortly after takeoffand has only one
placeto land—Easter Island! Stine's
story, which clearly foretold every
problemthatsuchanemergency land-
ing would create, embanassed NASA
which had never considered such a
possibility. Now—five years later—
life imitates art as NASA acts to keep
Stine’spredictions from coming true.



QUIRKS OF FATE

by Harold Helfer

Luigi Bettino, a sword swallower,
died on a Milan, Italy, stage. He
hiccuped.

Delighted with the new moped she
got for her 16th birthday, Tracey
Faulkner ofSouth Yorkshire, England,
felt even more of a glow a few hours
laterwhen she made offon itto herfirst
job. She never reached it. She and a
truck collided and Tracey was killed.
A year before herboyfriend waskilled
—also while riding a moped.

It was poor timing on the part of a
bandit in Pompano Beach, Fla. But
Scott Gooding, using a phone outside
a convenience store that was being
held up, didn’t mind the timing at all.
‘When the man emerged withagun and
a bag of money, Gooding simply
nabbed him. He’s a detective.

Hunter Steven Pittman and com-
panions shot a deer and put it in their
pickup truck near Avery, Ga. But it
turned out the deer wasn’t quite dead
and it mustered up enough to kick a
nearby shotgun, thusallowing thedying
animal itsrevenge. The buckshot tore
through the cab and struck Pittman,
who was wounded seriously enough to
be taken to a hospital.

A speeding motorist led New York
statepoliceon awildchasebutitdidn’t
have a happy ending for him. The
chase ended when he slammed into an
above-ground swimming pool on a
Highland Falls lawn. What couldn’t
make the driver, Matthew Tosolini,
feel any better is thatthe residence was
that of William Stone, the town’s po-
lice chief.

Floyd and Agnes Chipphad lived in
theirWest Manchester, England, home
for 75 years. Newlyweds when they
moved in, the Chipps later raised their
sixchildrenthere. Itwasalsoagather-
ing place for the neighbors. But sky-
rocketingproperty tax rates were more
than they could handle and they lost
their home. They were too proud to
ask for help. Three days later they
were dead. “They lost their will to
live,” said their doctor. “They died of
broken hearts.”

Itwasagood thing thata policeman
happened to be passing by a certain
place ofbusiness in Indianapolis, Ind.,
where he thwarted a burglar from
accomplishing hismission. Itwould’ve
been mighty embarrassing for the
company since it was a burglar-alarm
business but wasn’t rigged with a bur-
glar-alarm system.
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bv T. Gord

NEW AGE VISTAS

F PUBLISHING is any indication,

the New Age movement is alive and

well, at least for the moment. Both the

large general-interest bookstores and
those that specialize in occult-meta-
physical material are finding volumes
on New Age themes among their fastest
sellers and the number of psychically-
oriented centers that have adopted, at
least outwardly, a New Age image is
growing.

Most visible on the New Age shelves
are books on channeling and crystals.
The former has presented this genera-
tion with a new look at trance medium-
ship which had almost died out in the
1970's. The latter has succeeded mostly
in bringing ridicule to the metaphysical
community because of the often out-
rageous claims uncritical enthusiasts
are making about every flake of shiny
stone.

Among channelers none has yet at-
tained the status of J. Z. Knight,
through whom anentity named Ramtha
speaks. Last year one of the television
networks decided to do a hatchetjob on
Knight but she and her organization,
Sovereignty, Inc., have survived that
ordeal with few scratches. The prolif-
eration of videos, cassettes and books
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emanating from Sovereignty testifies to
Ramtha's continuing appeal.

My shelf now contains seven titles by
and about Ramtha. Allhough I am not
a follower of Knight's teachings, | must
admit to some fascination with channel-
ing and with this talented medium.
Anyone who wants to know more about
both should read Knight's A State of
MindtfNarner Books, New York, N.Y.,
1987, 447 pages, $15.95). This autobi-
ography, the most complete accountyet
published of Knight's development as a
medium, reveals that — contrary to an
impression one may have gained from
earlier, briefer accounts — Knighthad a
variety of psychic experiences coupled
with a personal history that included a
decision to leave a conservative church.

Possibly Fate readers will be most
interested in Knight's report of a UFO
encounter she underwent while in high
school. The incident, she says, occurred
at a slumber party. Mysterious lights
appeared and she walked toward them
in full view of the other girls who,
strangely, forgot what they had seen
until the memory was revived years
later. This account further highlights
the strange connection between chan-
neling, contactees and UFO close-en-
counter phenomena. When pressed,
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most channels claim some kind of UFO
connection and assert that outer space
(not the spirit realm) is the real home of
the entities they channel. The very term
“channeling” originated among flying-
saucer contactees.

Modern channelersalso differ notice-
ably in one regard from the older Spir-
itualist mediums. They show no interest
in proving the independentexistences of
the entities they channel; instead the
channelers divert attention to the teach-
ings (and occasional prophecies) the
entities lay out. The teachings are simply
held up as so obviously worthy that
other considerations (such as establish-
ing the objective reality of the teachers)
are irrelevant.

In other words, the channeled entities
proclaim a set of teachings (religious,
philosophical and ethical) and suggest
we blindly accept them fortheir inherent
value. When pressed on the question of
Ramtha's authority to teach, Knight,
for example, simply repeats the entity’s
claims and insists they be taken at face
value. Ramtha purports to be an ancient
ascended master of the Great White
Brotherhood.

1find Ramtha's authority (and that of
other channeled entities) nonexistent
and the teachings shallow and ethically
dubious. But ifyou want to know what
the channels are teaching, Ramtha, an
Introduction, edited by Steven Lee
Weinberg (Sovereignty, Inc., Box 926,
Eastsound, Wash. 98245, 1988, 195
pages, $9.95, paperback), is a good
place to start. Attheir best the teachings
present away of empowerment; that is,
they sanction the discarding of past
training and rules and advocate the use
ofone's own creative power. That teach-
ing lies behind the most quoted Ramtha
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teaching: “You are God!”’The emphasis
on personal striving also may explain
why most ofthe channelers are upward-
ly-mobile young adults.

Typical of the many crystal books
appearing these days is Catherine
Bowman's Crystal Awareness (Llewel-
lyn Publications, St. Paul, Minn., 1988,
202 pages, $3.95, paperback), intended
to be an introduction to the value and
use of crystals.

After telling us she hopes to teach us
how to release hidden levels of con-
sciousness through crystals. Bowman
proceeds to make the only believable
statement in the entire book: “To date,
there is no hard scientific, medical or
psychological evidence to corroborate
the fact [sic] that crystals help to raise
conscious awareness.”

In recent decades extensive research
has been conducted into consciousness
and many techniques of consciousness
alteration have been demonstrated.
None involves crystals. We do know
that a bright object such as acrystal ball
can aid concentration and assist in the
exercise of telepathic powers. Nothing
Bowman says enlarges on that one basic
observation. The next 100 or more
pages merely subject us to her ramblings
about occult energies of doubtful exis-
tence and to instructions on playing
various metaphysical games, including
one in which we are to build a headpiece
which allows the quartz crystal to rest
against the third eye (forehead to the
uninitiated).

With books like these being widely
read and circulated, it is no wonder that
evangelical Christians have felt threat-
ened by the New Age. Second only to
the number of books produced by the
New Age movement in recent years is



SPIRITIST POWER

An important message from
William Alexander Oribello

Dear Friend-

This isa time of mixed energies, when on one hand we witness how
many people have given up under the power of negative influences,
while on the other hand we experience an increase ofpositive vibrations
that inspire humankind to seek for greater awareness.

At this time, a great number of Godly Spirits are turning their
attention to Planet Earth and its inhabitants. Their purpose is to help
those of us who are on the Path of Enlightenment to become more
effective channels for Divine Love, knowledge and Wisdom; to
encourage each other, as well as guide others into Higher Consciousness.
Our spirit helpers also wish to teach us new and effective ways to live
above the problems of life, and enjoy greater personal happiness,
prosperity and wellness at all levels of our lives.

We are now makingavailable NEW MESSAGES fromourbeloved
spirithelpers. They areentitled "LESSONS FROM SPIRIT." These vital
messages transcend creed and dogma, giving practical tools for living to
all light-workers, from all metaphysical traditions. These messages are
available in typewritten format, or on cassette tape.

You are invited to send for three introductory messages. Enclose a
total of $5 for typewritten format, or $8 for cassette. These are special
introductory prices to Fate readers. You need this vital information now.

MAIL YOUR REQUEST TO:

WILLIAM ALEXANDER ORIBELLO
P.0.BOX 40083
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

Telephone: (215) 236-0863
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WHForget!

Send your name and address for the
latest edition of the free Consumer
Information Catalog. Write today:

Consumer Information Center
Department DF
Pueblo, Colorado 81009

THE LOST BOOKS
OF THE BIBLE

The Lost Books of the Bible were generally
kept secret by the Church Fathers and not
until 1926 were the first translations from
Greek or Latin published. These books are all
supplementstothe New Testamentand differ
from the “Apocrypha” of the Old Testament.

Herearethetwoaccountsof Christ'sinfancy
(1and I Infancy). The Gospel of Nicodemus
includes a vivid account of Christ's descent
into hell between the Crucifixion and the
Resurrection and his expulsion of Satan. Here

y

The formulation of early Church doctrines
was marked by dissension and bigotry. The
Gospel of Peter was rejected because it dif-
fered from the chosen synopses. The Gospel
of Thomas was rejected because it espoused
Gnostic views. Other books were rejected
because they contradicted the authority of
Paul

Translated by William Wake, Archbishopof
Canterbury, the 293 pages of The Lost Books
ofthe Bible strip the veil of secrecy from these
fascinating Scriptures

Hardcover — only $10.95
Plus postage-handling:
$L50 U.S.A; $2.50 foreign.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.0. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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the number denouncing it as a sign of
Satan’s assault on goodness and truth.
Most of these books are awful; they are
an embarrassment to the Christian
community.

Still, a handful stand above the rest
and deserve mention. One of them is
Karen Hoyt's The New Age Rage
(Fleming H. Revell, Old Tappan, N.J.,
1987, 263 pages, $6.95, paperback).
Hoyt, on the staff of the Spiritual
Counterfeits Project, an anticult organ-
ization headquartered in Berkeley,
Calif., has compiled a set of essays
which, while uneven, provide some nec-
essary criticisms of a movement which
has great difficulty in honestly looking
at itself. The opening essays by Robert
Burrows, for example, give a historical
perspective on the movement. To their
credit the book’s contributors eschew
the sorts of silly charges of demonic
possession and sinister conspiracy that
have distorted so many other Christian
anti-New Age volumes.

Nonetheless Hoyt's anthology cannot
escape the seemingly inherent weakness
of Christian antioccult books. Like
others in the genre, it is written as ifthe
authors had never talked with any New
Agers to see if they really believe the
opinions ascribed to them. Hoyt and
company also fail to understand the
appeal of an impersonal divine (as op-
posed to a personal deity) and they
continually assert, in the face of over-
whelming evidence to the contrary, that
the New Age necessarily leads to ethical
nihilism. Given the sins so often com-
mitted by people claiming to follow
Christian ethics, we Christians would
do well to exercise caution before we
accuse people of other religious persua-
sions with a lack of ethics.
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OTHER REVIEWS
LOST LANDS AND SUNKEN
CITIES by Nigel Pennick, Fortean
Tomes, 1 Shoebury Rd., East Ham,
London E6 2AQ, England, 1987,176
pages, £8.50, paperback.

Lost Lands and Sunken Cities is not,
as you might suspect from the title,
another book about Atlantis, although
that subject, Noah's flood. Mu and a
couple of other familiar topics are
briefly touched upon. This is primarily a
book about chunks of the British Isles
which, according to tradition or investi-
gation, have disappeared under water
during historical times — that is, from
about the time of the Roman conquest.

I must admit that | had never heard of
any ofthe lost lands that Nigel Pennick
discusses. | tried to look some of them
up in my encyclopedia but could find a
short entry on only one, Lyonesse, a
land that allegedly connected Land's
End in Cornwall with the Scilly Isles.
According to the encyclopedia, Lyon-
esse is a “learned fabrication™ and not
genuine Cornish tradition at all. The
encyclopediadeclares that the existence
of such a land in historical times is
"impossible.”

Most of the other pieces of “lost”
British coastline Pennick covers are
quite small and exceedingly obscure. |
doubt that a book this British will find
much of an audience in America.

The author is clearly a diligent re-
searcher but | am in no position tojudge
how complete (or incomplete) the evi-
dence he presents is. There is, however,
something odd about his research.

He talks of folklore and tradition and
he quotes The Domesday Book and
other medieval sources, 18th-and 19th-
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Don't miss the exciting
articles in coming issues

Subscribe to FATE
See page 130 for previews
and a money-saving offer

MYSTICAL PENDANTS

Exquisitely craited
Imported 32% lead crystal

Brilliant and gem-like, these light-
catching, eye-catching shapes will lend
dash to your costume and magic to your
mood. They glow, they scintillate, they
reflect not only light but mystical signifi-
cance as symbols of love, power for-
tune, piety and dowsing art. Pick the
shape for which your spirit calls:

Teardrop 18mm (11/16")
Hall-Frosted Cross 20 mm (34")
Faceted Ball 12 mm (7/16")
Etched Star 20 mm (3/4")
Flat Heart 18 mm (11/16")

All pendants on 18" gold-plated neckchain.
$9.95 plus $1.00 P/H each
Crystal earrings also available:
Pierced Dangle 11 mm (3/8")
Pierced Round Post 6 mm (1/4")
$7.95 plus $1.00 P/H each

VENTURE BOOKSHOP

PO Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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Century magazines and the accounts of
iquaries up to about 1920. But there
is virtually no evidence cited from more
modern geographical and oceanograph-
ic research. Itwould seem to me that the
exploration of coastlines — the British
coast and elsewhere — over the last 60
years should have added enormously to
our store ofknowledge. Yet little, ifany,
ofthis has found its way into Pennick’s
books.

The author is described as a “prolific
pamphleteer in subjects related to the
ancient arts of geomancy and the ‘Old’
religions of the British Isles.” He is, |
suspect, a true antiquary-romantic in
the tradition of William Stukeley, an
18th-Century investigator and eccentric.
Pennick likes old manuscripts, tradi-
tional poems and the leisurely accounts
ofgentlemen travelers. Modern science
with its complicated equipment and
mathematics is distinctly unromantic,
even disagreeable. So modern evidence
is ignored, not necessarily because it
conflicts with any pet thesis of the
author but simply because it is modern.

Perhaps | am being unfairto Pennick
and there is some other reason he has
chosen to leave out the findings of
modern science, but there certainly is a
distinctly mid-19th-Century flavor to
this book, as there is to most of British
Forteanism. That nation's Forteans as-
pire to be Victorian curiosity collectors.
Itis an avocation that has its attractions
but in an age of specialized knowledge
the ultimate value of such activity is
probably miniscule.

Lost Lands and Sunken Cities is well
illustrated with maps, prints and some
old (naturally) photographs. It's a book
that is more charming and eccentric
than it is convincing. — Daniel Cohen.
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SCIENTIFIC ENIGMAS by Robert
B. Downs, Libraries Unlimited, Little-
ton, Colo., 1987,154 pages, $17.50.

Scientific Engimas is a skeptical
book, and not a very good one. It fails
because author Robert B. Downs did
not fairly review the literature of the
various subjects with which he deals. He
apparently is familiar only with the
skeptical literature on many of the sub-
jects and knows little or nothing of the
better nonskeptical literature.

The book examines a number of
scientific “mysteries," some controver-
sial, some not. Each chapter is devoted
to a specific question: “The Origin of
Life,” “Dinosaurs,” “Atlantis,” “Noah’s
Ark,” “Pyramids,” “The Bermuda Tri-
angle,” “Loch Ness, Bigfoot and Other
Monsters,” “Astrology,” “Flying Sau-
cers — UFOs” and “Extrasensory Per-
ception — ESP.”

Where the less controversial subjects
are concerned, Downs manages good,
short synopses of the literature in a
couple of pages, with sensible and un-
objectionable conclusions. But when it
comes to the more debatable issues
(about which more diligence and fair-
ness are needed because of their very
controversiality). Downs fumbles badly.
The UFO section is one case in point.
Here the work of Philip J. Klass is the
last word on everything; one would
think that no books that expressed an
opposite point of view (or subjected
Klass' theories to critical scrutiny) even
existed. The cryptozoological section is
also filled with a complete omission
from the short “References” list of any
of the large pro-monster literature.

Another problem is a number of
errors of fact, including ones that could
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easily have been corrected if Downs had
examined a wider range ofthe literature.
For example. Downs seems unaware
that the Piasa rock painting at Alton,
111, has been gone for more than 100
years. He also does not know that the
Russian aviator Roskovitsky's supposed
report of a sighting of Noah's ark was a
hoax. In fact, in the Noah's ark chapter
Downs commits the oppositesin, name-
ly of relying entirely on the uncritical
literature. He does not even appear
familiarwith the best book by far on the
subject, Howard Teeple’s The Noahs
Ark Nonsense

Scientific Enigmas is intended as a
quick reference for those who want
“solutions” to many of the world's mys-
teries. Ifonly things were that simple!

Most of the mysteries are mysteries
because we do not have enough infor-
mation about them to be able to come to
firm conclusions. Downs’rehashing ofa
few facts and some opinions isn't going
to solve most of them. Indeed, some of
his “facts” are wrong and some of the
opinions worthless. The resultis abook
that, far from helping the reader, will in
the long run only confuse him more,
when he finds that the “mysteries”
Downs pronounces solved continue to
puzzle better-informed and more open-
minded inquirers. — Gordon Stein.

THE INVISIBLE TEMPLE by Peter
Roche de Coppens, Llewellyn Pub-
lications, St. Paul, Minn., 1987, 276
pages, $9.95, paperback.

Peter Roche de Coppens’ The Invisi-
ble Temple is a clear illustration of how
ritual magic is designed to promote the
transformation (not degeneration) of
human consciousness. Subtitled “The

FATE

Nature and Use of the Group Mind for
Spiritual Attainment,” de Coppens’
book centers on the esoteric aspects of
Christianity and Judaism. Hence de
Coppens writes at length about the
mystical principles behind the Lord’s
Prayer, the Nicene Creed, the Beatitudes
and the Ten Commandments. The result
is a basic introduction to esotericism, or
what Aldous Huxley called the “Peren-
nial Philosophy.”

Although The Invisible Temple relies
too much on visualization techniques
for my taste (it is difficult to know, for
instance, where the imagination ends
and true mystical transport begins), it
does offer a systematic way to get in
touch with one's internal faculties and
powers. As an introduction to beginning
mysticism and magic, it is a good, if
simplistic, guide to the psychic arts.

Its one major drawback is that de
Coppens does not deal directly with
higher spiritual practices which empha-
size conscious withdrawal of one’s at-
tention from the body-mind complex
altogether by means of a real (not
imaginary) inner current of light and
sound — not merely intonations or
affirmations suggesting such an effect.
For instance, de Coppens relies too
heavily on mind projection and not
enough on actual, verifiable “dying
while living" — direct perception of
transpersonal realities.

The invisible temple that de Coppens
writes about at length is not located in
the imagination or in the external world
as he suggests on page 77. Rather, the
inner temple is man’s consciousness.
Nobody needs to imagine it, project it or
write books about it to make it real — it
is already the only true reality of man's
condition.—David Christopher Lane.
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These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments. Send your opinion
of articles and stories of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave.,

Highland Park, Ill. 60035

HAWAIIAN PSI

An important legal case involving the
teaching of parapsychology is going on
in Hawaii. It will test several funda-
mental American rights, including aca-
demic freedom and free speech. It in-
volves Gharith Pendragon, a teacher
who for over four years taught non-
credit courses in parapsychology and
psychic phenomena at five University of
Hawaii campuses.

As reported in the August 1987 issue
of Fate (“Taking Hawaii Skeptics to
Court” by Loyd Auerbach), Pendragon
is suing the University of Hawaii, some
members of CSICOP, including magi-
cian James “The Amazing” Randi, and
the Hawaii Skeptics/Quackery Action
Council, Inc., a Hawaii-based debunk-
ing group, for violating his right of free
expression, depriving him of his liveli-
hood without due promises and defam-
ing his character. Pendragon wants the
University of Hawaii to let him continue
teaching courses in parapsychology and
he is seeking more than SI million in
damages from the defendants.

For over a year now a group of
Haw: ased debunkers closely associ-
ated with CSICOP have waged a cam-

paign against the teaching of subject
matter involving alternative medicine
and parapsychology. These debunkers
have neverattended Pendragon’s classes
where they could have engaged him in
open and honest debate. Instead, Uni-
versity of Hawaii faculty members, who
were also members of these “skeptic”
groups, went to the university adminis-
tration and caused the university to take
the position that parapsychology is not
a science and therefore not a valid
subject to be taught in the University of
Hawaii system.

Soon thereafter the university re-
ceived numerous letters of support for
the topic of parapsychology from emi-
nent parapsychologists and scientists,
but the university administrators gave
no objective consideration to these let-
ters, nor did they bother to respond to
the parapsychologists' offer to answer
questions and provide information
about their subject. Instead the univer-
sity responded to the debunkers’ pres-
sure and canceled Pendragon’s courses
in all but one of the schools. This was
done to “protect”the public from points
of view different from those the de-
bunkers hold.
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CREATURES OF THE
GOBLIN
WORLD

By
Jerome Clark
& Loren Coleman

Terrifying monsters invade from out of
the shadowlands! Here is a spellbinding
collection of true reports by two veteran
investigators about the world s strangest
visitations—hairy giants with glowing
eyes, panthers and lions prowling unlikely
places, huge birds on the attack, strange
beings from UFOs, ghostly dogs and other
bizarre beasts.
Paperback, $6.95
Plus *1.00 postage-handiing. Order now!
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

Compiled by the editors of FATE

TWO NEW ANTHOLOGIES

The most fascinating, fantastic
stories FATE has ever published!

THE WORLD'S
STRANGEST STORIES
The Men in Black who haunt

hundreds; the bizarre visions
shared by two trapped coal
miners-plus 29 other stories

$6.95 plus $1.00 P/H

EXPLORING THE
HEALING MIRACLE
The amazing powers of
such great healers as Edgar

Cayce and Harry Edwards; ~ EXPLORING
the Rev. Willard Fuller who ~ THE
FaranormaHy fills  teeth; HEALING
he bizarre cures of Congd  MIRACLE
witch doctors-plus 32 otfier
$6.95plus $1.00P/H
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P.O.B. 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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If well-funded groups such as
CSICOP, which has a growing number
of national and international affiliates,
are able to win a victory in Hawaii, the
future will be grim for those who do not
favor this kind ofacademic McCarthy-
ism.

Ifyou believe that you have aright to
make your own choices and judgments
about controversial subjects, that indi-
viduals and groups should be able to
explore new phenomena and that edu-
cational institutions should be places

without regard to outside pressure from
small extremist groups, we hope you
will contribute to the Hawaii Defense
Fund for Open Science Foundation, a
nonprofit corporation which has been
established to promote science and re-
sist attempts by others to limit free
inquiry. The foundation's first project is
to raise financial support to help offset
the high costs of litigation in the
Pendragon suit. The foundation has
applied for tax-exempt status. — The
Board of Directors, Hawaii Defense
Fund for Open Science Foundation,
Box 4989, Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744.

AUTHOR REBUKES REVIEWER

1 am the author of the book UFO
Crash at Aztec reviewed by Jerome
Clark (April 1988 Fate). Wendelle C.
Stevens was only a contributing author,
as the book states in the opening pages.
Itis evident that Mr. Clark didn't read
the book completely through. Such
comments as pertaining to the Dr.
Claude E. Steen case (pages 276-279)
attributed it to Stevens when in reality it
was my own case. This is depicted by the
continuity from Chapter 1-IX, where
my name is used continually through-
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out, and per my statement to Mr. Clark
during a telephone conversation on
October 19, 1987.

I will not comment on his negative
remarks about the book and its subject
matter; he is entitled to his opinion. |
know what | found out and believe
every word that | wrote as fact. Readers
ofthe book will have to make their own
judgments.

Mr. Clark omits the statement made
by Dr. Robert 1. Sarbacher to Wilbert
B. Smith on September 15, 1950, when
Smith asked, “I have read Scully’s book
on the saucers and would like to know
how much of it is true.”

Sarbacher, a consultant to the U.S.
Defense Research and Development
Board, answered, “The facts reported in
the book are substantially correct.” We
all know that the main thrust of the
Scully book, Behindthe Flying Saucers,
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DICTIONARIES

OF THE OCCULT
A DICTIONARY
OF GHOST LORE
Acomprehensive and handy
eferenceon the fascinating
subjectofghosts. Gives defi-
nitions of the various types
of wraiths and phantoms,
relates legends of famous
hauntings and names the
many investigators, med-
iumsand victims associated
hosts. Drawings and
photographs lusirating the eere accounts ap-
pear on almost every page. Softbound.
$8.95 ¢ P/H $1.00 U.S.A., $2.00 Foreign
A DICTIONARY OF SUPERSTITIONS
An absorbing collection of peculiar rites, beliefs
and customs— manyof whicharestill alivein the
Western culture of today Catalogs hundreds of
superstitions about weather, the planets, miner-
als. animals, plants, the human body, houses and
clothing —and much more. A unique, large refer-
ence Softbound, lavishly illustrated.
$10.95* P/H $1.50 U.S.A., $2.50 Foreign
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CERIDWEN
CELTIC CLAIRVOYANT AND SEER

Readings and traditional potentworkings and spells. Knowledge ot the
future combined with direct occult assistance. Mind, body and spirit
understood. | am an experienced occultist and my powers and ancient
secrets are atyour disposal. There is no need to struggle alone. Let me
change your entire life for you.

For a postal reading send me a small photo (returnable) or asmall lock of
hair, plus date of birth. Ask as many questions as you wish and state the nature
of your problem or dsirs. | shllsend you a lengthy (severalpages) reply.
personally written (prompt air mail response), plus much m

Workings/ spells for love, finances, business problems, health or emotional Concems, sao. sondlock

of hair or photo.

“Frighteningly accurate."  Mr. J.. London.

I shudder to think what would have become of me if
had never written to you." — Mr. R.D.. Isleoflona.

“I have succeeded in getting my promotion after
writingto you."  P.M.. Millon Keynes. England.

71 cannotepres my graiude fo the upsning i ny
finances and the gain in my personal life."  Miss
London.

“The sadness of the pest is gone, thanks to your help
and suooort”  /11. Devon. England

These arejust afewof the many tetters | have received. Mine isa strictly confidential, friendly service,
and all replies are under plain cover. Send $30cash or International Money Order (or £20 cash sterling,

or £20 International Money Order) lﬂ

IDWEN GWYNNE-JAMI

CERIf
BIRCH GROVE, PONTWELI

ES
I, LLANDYSSUL, DYFED

WALES, U.K. SA44 4RR.
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Find your Soul Pathway in the present
Then, contactyourfuture and build the life
you want. But, past lives may be blocking
your full potential. There is an ancient
method of liberation in the Light which
erases negative memory. Then, you can
master life's challenges and grow intoyour
true selfhood. The full Occult Training of
Knights Templar Aquarian shows you what
todoand howto doit. Ifyou are ataturning
point, ready for a higher life, WRITE for
free information:

DR. BRIAN SEABROOK, D.D.
Knights Templar Aquarian
P.O. Box 31129
Phoenix, AZ85046 USA

BOBBI - VAN
PERSONAL
LIFE
CONSULTANT

Bad luck - Bad vibes - Negative Thinking -
Destiny - Karma - Fate? Discoveryouruni-
que place in the universe while mastering
these forces and turning them into enlight-
enmentand positiveenergy. Yourvery own
astrological link to the “NEW AGE" is the
key. Change your life now and forever.
Complete free information write:

B.V.l, Box 585A, New York, NY 10468.
Phone: (212) 601-3025.

IS IT TRUE LOVE?

ourlife?
marriage? What is missingto keep you from being
happy together? | will tell you the vital points of
your relationship.

Irene Hamen Stephenson
P.O. Box 389! BIORHYTHM
Chiswartn Chdiats COMPATIBILITY

Enclosed is $19 for an INDEPTH
D COMPATIBILITY (2 bithdates: month, day. year)

Youmayask one questionaboutyour elatonsip
with your order. | will answer if

Send your self-addressed s(amped envelope
for a FREE newsletter on the famous.

Your

City/StatelZip
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was the Aztec, N.Mex., flying saucer
crash and recovery operation in spring
of 1948.

Mr. Clark also omits in Part IV Linda
M. Howe's meeting with Richard C.
Doty (not Cody, his pseudonym) in the
Office of Special Investigations, 17th
District at Kirtland Air Force Base near
Albuquerque, N.Mex., on April9,1983.
She saw the “Presidential Briefing
Paper” (an MJ-12 document) showing
four UFO crash recoveries: Roswell,
N. Mex.; Aztec, N.Mex.; Kingman,
Ariz.; and Mexico. Once again Aztec is
mentioned as acrash/recovery site, only
this time on official documentation.

Later Doty denied showing Howe
this document (see letter to Barry
Greenwood of C.A.U.S. from Richard
C. Doty dated March 3, 1988). That is
understandable since Doty is now in hot
water and has to try to back out ofthat
situation.

1 do have proofto back up my book.
Mr. Clark and J.P. Cahn in 1952 and
1955 thought they killed off the Aztec
story, but it goes on and will continue
until those who cover up will bring it
before the public for full examination.
— William Steinman, LaMirada, Calif.

JEROME CLARK REPLIES:

There is no reason to believe Dr.
Sarbacher was referring to the Aztec
story when he told Smith that the U.S.
government possesses the remains of
alien vehicles and bodies. Sarbacher
told me he did not know where the
supposed crashes and recoveries had
occurred. He also said he had never read
a book on UFOs and it was obvious
from our conversation (in the course of
which he asked me what | meant when |

(Continued on page 129)
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ANGELS

GUARDIAN ANGELS—Discover amazing
facts concerning their existence! Write for
information! — Mamre, 1301-C, Sherwood,
Oxford, AL 36203

ANGELS TAKE CARE of healing stones.
Soft palm-sized deer suede pouch with deer-
hide drawstring. Send $4.95 to: Lighthouse,
P.O. Box 7, Cambridge, ME 04923

ANCIENT TEACHINGS

“COSMIC GOOD LUCK.” Discover mys-
terious secrets of winning money, lotteries,
sweepstakes, bingo. Send $1.00. — Maya-
house. Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

LEARN ANCIENT Egyptian secrets! Excit-
ing new course. Prospectus, $1.00 — UEA,
Box 90062, San Diego. CA 92109

FORMULAE FOR MONEY, love, success,
beauty, levitation, invisibility, etc. For in-
formation write: Ancient Secrets, 2167 48th
Ave. #D, Oakland, CA 94601

THE CHURCH OF LIGHT Hermetic Cor-
respondence Course in Astrology, Alchemy,
Magic. Tarot, Numerology. Free literature.

Dept. F, P.O. Box 76862, L.A., CA 90076.

“POWER OF ZEUS!" $2.00-Moltis, PO
Box 3646, Manchester, NH 03015

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof

Flavius Josephus created Fictional Jesus,

authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00.
Abelard, Box 5652-M, Kent, WA 98064

ASTROLOGY

FREE MONTHLY HOROSCOPES! SASE
to Wagdel, Box 43086, Maryland Heights,
MO 63043

ASTROLOGICAL NATAL CHART. In-
clude name, date, place and time of birth,
SASE, $4.00. — Dawn Richards, P.O. Box
515, N. Versailles, PA 15137

SECRETS divulged in your personal Celes-
tial Dossier (TM). A voluminous work based
on your birth date. Chartwheel suitable for
framing. Includes calendar forecast on cas-
sette; send questions. Replies confidential.
$50 postpaid. — Regulus 7, P.O. Box 1452,
Mariposa, CA 95338

HOROSCOPE-OPPORTUNITY to under-
stand your “inborn cosmic energies.” Ten-
page interpretation plus hand-drawn chart.
Send $9.60 and birth date, time and place to:
Laras, P.O. Box 501047, Indianapolis, IN
46250

ASTROLOGICAL PROFILE SYSTEMS
offers: 1. Comprehensive Natal Report, over
75,000 words. Horoscope reports up to 25
pages long — with nothing repeated. It des-
cribes the individual personality in depth.
$20.00.2. Compatability Reports: a. Roman-
tic Relationship—its strength and how to
eliminate weaknesses (11-14 pages) and how
the needs ofeach partner are met by the other
(11-13 pages). $25.00. b. Description of the
relationship — for marriage, romance, or
friendship (11-13 pages). $18.00. 3. Daily
astrological forecast, comprehensive daily
psychological state, health, relationships, fi-
nances, etc. (approx. 45 pages for three-
month period). $28.00.1 & 2A. $40.00 or | &
2B,$35.00. 1.2, & 3, $80.00. VISA and Mas-
tercard accepted. To order by phone, call
312-358-4471 (9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. midwest
time). Or write to: Shula, Astrological Pro-
file Systems, P.O. Box 1003, North-
brook, IL 60062. Print name(s), birth date,
birthplace, time (a.m. or p.m.) if available. If
not satisfied within 30 days, return material
for a full refund
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ASTROLOGY

PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGICAL
SERVICE, accuracy guaranteed. Natal
(birth). Progressed, 1-year Forecast, Com-
parison of Friends/Lovers. All with com-
plete and detailed interpretations. $10 each
or any 3 for $25. Chart only (no interpreta-
tion), $2.50. Send birth information. — Ser-
ena, 155 East “C" Street, Suite D-205, Dept.
D, Upland, CA 91786

ASTROLOGICAL CHARTS include plan-
ets, houses, aspects and heart rendering
interpretation. 8+ pages attractively printed.
$10. Send birth date, birthplace and birth
time to: Neil Albala, Box 2346-F, Tucson,
AZ 85702. 602-884-1177.

GET HELP WITH ANY PROBLEM from
famed astrologer Russ Durocher. Send ques-
tions, birth date, birth time, birthplace, and
$15.00 to Russ Durocher, Box 118, Rindge,
NH 03461

BIORHYTHM

COMPUTERIZED BIO-CHART, send
your birth date and $5.00/year or $.50/
month to: D&J Enterprises, P.O. Box 1283,
Placentia, CA 92670

BIORHYTHM CALENDAR, computer
generated, 26-page monthly forecasting chart
with legend, $9.95. Free calendar with every
four ordered. Send name, birth and starting
date to: Gem-Air, Dept. F-8, P.O. Box
801661, Dallas, TX 75380. For free info,
send SASE.

SINE WAVE CURVES hand drawn. Red,
blue & green ($1 mo.). $9/year includes
compatibility calculated for any two birth
dates free! Send birth dates, months wanted
&feeto: Lloyd at P.O. Box 138, Jasper, OR
97438

BOOKS-FOLIOS

HEALING HANDBOOK, $250. Art of
Relaxation: P-E-M System, $6.50. Tao
Books. Guaranteed. — P.O. Box 40, (S),
Toronto, Canada M5M 3Y0

THEOSOPHICAL BOOKS & papers.
SASE — M-793, Road 7, Napoleon, OH
43545

WIN SWEEPSTAKES with fewer entries!
Unique book reveals how. $10. Free booklet
— “Avoid Sweepstakes Fraud" with order.
— Collins, Box 26674, New Orleans, LA
70186

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp, $7.00 ppd. — Upstat,
Dept. B, P.O. Box 1413, Riverside, CA
92501

OCCULT SCIENCE. Purgatory, $9.95.
Real Nature of Death, $3.25. The Star of
Bethlehem, $3.65. Send money order or
cashiers check payable to Paul L. Kraus, The
Missionary, P.O. Box 8168, Sylvania, OH
43560

TIME TRAVEL, levitation, invisibility.
Reports, videos. Incredible Inquiry catalog,
(stamps). — 9237-G, Craver, Morongo Val-
ley, CA 92256

STARSEED BOOKSHOP  specializing
in metaphysical books. Book search availa-
ble. Send SASE with requests. Catalog,
$3.00. — P.O. Box 486F, Whitmore Lake,
MI 48189

ANCIENT WONDERS! Travel back in
time with the fascinating book “The First
Cities.” Visit the urban centers that arose in
Irag, Egypt, India, Thailand. Their marve-
lous accomplishments in architecture, art,
writing, and laws come to life in spellbinding
pictures and text. A DeLuxe Time-Life Edi-
tion, hardcover, 9x10 size, $11.95 each, plus
postage-handling $1.50 U.S., $2.50 foreign.
— Venture Bookshop. P.O. Box 249, High-
land Park, IL 60035

RARE, NEW, USED UFOand paranormal
books. SASE for list. — Crux Publications,
Box 1094, Paris, TX 75460

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychometry!
Alexr. Verner's book tells how you can psy-
chometrize objects to reveal valuable infor-
mation you need for success. Send $2.95.—
META, Box 6064PS, Long Island City, NY
11106

PRACTICAL METAPHYSICS. Free book-
let.  Perfect Reality, Dept. AF, Box 366,
Elkhorn, NE 68022
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ATTENTION BOOK READERS and col-
lectors! Ninth House has hundreds ofhard to
find, classics, the unusual, modern romance,
historical, horror, new age and metaphysical
books. We guarantee fast, reliable service or
your money back! Checks same as cash.
Send $3.00 for large catalogto: Ninth House,
5515 N. 7th St., Ste. 5-170F, Phoenix, AZ
85014

PICK YOUR PERSONAL lucky numbers
through numerology! Fast, effective! $3.00.
— Aries, Box 29396, Sappington, MO 63126

FORBIDDEN TRUTHS exposed that
churches hide. Free information. Send
SASE. — Don Murphy, 5505 Indian River
Rd., Virginia Beach. VA 23464

WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY, occult
books. Catalog, $2.00, refundable with
order. — Mooonrise, Box 405, Buffalo. NY
14205

ATTRACT LOVE into your life. Proven
method. $3.95. — Corsiatto, Box 21FT,
Farmingdale, NY 11735

RAINBOW'S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita-
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which ap-
plies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843,
Greensboro, NC 27429

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method
fordeveloping telepathic powers. Send $2.95
META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City,
NY 11106

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies,
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical
course pursuing the world beyond the 5
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism,
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari-
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho-
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large
format, soft bound. $11.95 + $2.00 U.S. and
$3.50 foreign p/h. — Venture Bookshop,
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS
for successful living! Alexr. Vermer's per-
sonal book tells how you can communicate
with them. Send $2.95. META, Box
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.-2035-F
Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man
Know Thyself.”"Be Thy Real Self,””Medi-
tation and Cosmic Consciousness”and many
others. Information: send self-addressed
stamped envelope. —MagiCenter. Box 1166,
Paradise, CA 95969

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life's mysteries!
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book
gives you the secret key to astral projection.
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS,
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult.
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel
Weiser, Inc.. Box 612, York Beach. ME
03910

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How
to influence others with your thoughts.
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals
secrets of mind power you need to achieve
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed.

META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City,
NY 11106

WITCHCRAFT SPELLS — revealing an-
cient power secrets show how to cast spells to
get what you want. — Box 9133-AR,
Greensboro, NC 27429

RUDOLF STEINER'S BOOKS on spiritual
science, reincarnation, meditation, karma,
medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free catalog.
— Anthroposophic Press, Bells Pond, Suite
20, Star Rt., Hudson, NY 12534

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (Future).
Discover who you were—what you did in
past lives. Simple, safe, effective technique.
Send $5.95-META, Box 6064ST, Long
Island City, NY 11106

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE to receive 100
letters a day each containing a dollar? Copy
of the plan plus six formulas, $1.00. Rush a
dollar and include a SASE to: MD&M
Acknowledge, Inc., P.O. Box 882888, San
Francisco. CA 94188-2888
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

“HOW TO OPEN Your Own Occult Book-
store" 39-page report. $11.00 to: Jim Bardon,
1344 High «I-FA. Denver, CO 80218

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap,
simple, portable. Free details.  Bumper
POB 22791 (NC), Tampa, FL 33622

CRYSTALS

CRYSTAL RESEARCH — The mysteries
conceming the Ancient Healing Power of
Crystalsand Precious Stones. We're offering
this valuable enlightenment for just a small
processing charge. Well include a menu of
other exciting literature. Send $2.00 forcrys-
tal information or SASE for menu only.
Satisfaction guaranteed. Light of the
Egret. P.O. Box 7303-F, Virginia Beach, VA
234587303

QUARTZ CRYSTALS, gemstones, balls,
pyramids, jewelry, books. Free catalog. —
Ciystal Age, Box 32061, Chicago, IL 60632

GENUINE CRYSTAL QUARTZ, chips
necklace, 36-inch, $15.75. Crystal ball, $10.75.
Crystal pyramid, $12.75. Guaranteed clear.
Brochure, $1.00. — Wish Upon A Star, 9724
Cedarvale. Arlington, WA 98223-8607

CRYSTALS - Natural Arkansas crystals
for psychic development. Money back guar-
antee. $5 each.  Psychic Development
Association. Box 1393-FC, New Bern, NC
28560

“CRYSTALS1ONICS: The New Age Tech-
nology.” The latest “how-to" book on crys-
tals and psionic energy devices. Explore the
possibiliies of self healing, rejuvenation,
accelerated self transformation, etc. using
easily constructed crystal energy amplifiers.
New material. Original designs. Deluxe,
illustrated hardcover edition. $19.95 plus
$2.00 postage. — Inspiral Technologies, Box
309, Ellsworth, WI 5401t

THE SECRETOF USING personal crystals
and manifestingwhat you want. Kit inciudes:
quartz crystal 2"avg., pouch, neutralizer and
book. $19.95 ppd. NY add 7%. — Crystal
Dynamics. P.O. Box 11148-F. Albany. NY
12211

QUARTZ CRYSTAL SPHERE. Magnifi-
cent. 90mm, $300. — Freedfate, Box 394,
Albuquerque, NM 87103

CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant
notice wearing these gorgeous, gemlike ear-
rings of imported 32% lead crystal with
facets of glittering brilliance. Two styles for
pierced ears! 11mm teardrop-shaped crystal
on gold-tone kidney wires or 6mm round-
shaped studs on silver-tone posts. Expensive
looking, but only $8.95 plus $1.00 postage/
handling each pair. Please be sure to specify
teardrop or round style - Venture Bookshop.
P.O. Box 249. Highland Park. IL 60035

FOOTHILLS QUARTZ CRYSTAL, jewel-
ry. books, more! Catalog: Box 10432, Den-
ver. CO 80210. We have scepters!

CABALAH

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH.
Secrets ofthe Royal Road and magical prac-
tices. Free information, kindly enclose
SASE: Quantal Publishing. Box 1598-S,
Goleta. CA93116

DOWSING

ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Complete cata-
log. Step-by-step_instructional books, 55
minute VHS and Betavideo cassettes, dows-
ing devices, pendulums, swing-rods, original
Cameron Aurameter, world’s most sensitive
dowsing device, for all your remote locating
needs.  Life Understanding Foundation,
Box 30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

DRAGONS

CELEBRATE 1988 Magic Year of the
Dragon. Choose from the greatest selection
of dragons. Sculptures, T-shirts, stationary,
rubber stamps, and more. Holographic
sticker and 20-page dragon catalog, $2.00.—
Dancing Dragon Designs, F-2, 1881 Field-
brook, Arcata, CA 95521

DREAMS

YOUR DREAMS have meaning and impor-
tance. Book unlocks their secrets. $4.00 —
Piedmont Press, (F6). Box 17455, Portland,
OR 97217
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ENERGY

ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A life
energy charging device invented by Wilhelm
Reich MD. Forexperimental purposes only.
Multi-Wave Oscillator: A high voltage Tesla
Coil device invented by George Lakhovsky.
ELF Generator: An electronic psychic amp-
lification device. Info pack $5.00(refundable
with order). — Super Science, Dept. F, PO
Box 392, Dayton, OH 45409

SUPER BLUE GREEN (TM) ALGAE —
Products and prices. — Bliss Consulting,
11i North Main, #161, Santa Ana, CA
92701

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS

COMPREHENSIVE HANDWRITING
analysis. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send sam-
ple page, $12.50: Joseph Brooks, 19 Sherrill
Lane. New Hartford, NY 13413

HEALTH

PSYCHIC DREAM-INDUCING herbal
formula soothes, increases energy and alle-
viates stress during the day. A woman's res-
torative taken at bedtime. Month's supply,
$14.95 plus $1 p/h. — Psycherbology®, 330
West42nd St., New York, NY 10036

LIVE 200 YEARS? 1893 suppressed health
discoveries revealed. Educational 16-page
report. $10.00, tax-deductible. — MAIHA,
Bonnderdale. AR 71933

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp. $7 ppd. — Upstat, Dept.
H. P.O. Box 1413, Riverside, CA 92501

DISCOVER HOMEOPATHY FOR FREE!
Free catalog of books, tapes, medicines.
SASE to: Homeopathic Educational Ser-
vices, 21247 Kittredge. Berkeley, CA 94704

SUPER-INTELLIGENCE! Amazing results
guaranteed.  EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora,
CA 91740

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita
Florum flower essence. Helps direct con-
sciousness into calm, unitive. constructive
states of being and awareness  Vita Flo-
rum. Box 85. Station A, Toronto. M5W I1A2
Canada
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HYPNOSIS

REGISTERED HYPNOTISTS can eam
terrific income! Home study course on 10
cassettes teaches you at your speed. Course
and diploma. $79.96. Free details. —
Janssen, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 89507-9907

RELEASE YOUR ESP with self hypncsls
cassette tape. $10.75 postpaid.
Books. 9 King Richard Court, Bammore,
MD 21237

HYPNOTHERAPY TERMINOLOGY.
Latest New-Age definitions. Free. — Biojoy,
(FMB-103), 6309 Wurzbach, San Antonio,
TX 78240

YOU SUPPORT “FATE” when you buy
from the ads in its pages.

INSTRUCTION

TRUTH, select minds, test. $2, SASE. —
Baaten, 13631 6700, Montrose, CO 81401

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp, $7 ppd. — Upstat, Dept. |,
P.O. Box 1413, Riverside, CA 92501

MYSTERIOUS FORCES and ancient psy-
chic teachings revealed for the first time by
the secret Order of Law-One. Write for free
information: Order of Law-One, Box 163,
Newport, MI 48166

HELP YOURSELF TO SUCCESS. Leamn
Tarot, Numerology at home with personal
attention ofyour teacher. Free information.
— Lioux Astro Center, 117 Wesley, Capi-
tola, CA 95010.408-475-1952.

HUMAN MINDS ANONYMOUS. All
humans think. It's what you do best. Now
forming a Synergetic Think Tank network
that may bring our best to solving omni-
earth crisis. No preconceived bias. Delphi
techniques used. Details-startup send $5.00
to: HMA Foundation, Box 661, Strasburg,
CO 80136

DEGREES IN PARAPSYCHOLOGY.
Hypnotherapy, Medical Nutrition and many
other fields. Bachelor's, Master's, and Doc-
torates through home study. Send $2.00 for
catalog to: St. John's University 31916 (F)
Pat's Lane, Springfield, LA 70462



INSTRUCTION

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift
Set.” Ideal for beginners and advanced stu-
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box
for display and storage, $21.95 plus $3.50
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop,
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living
and loving. Free information.  Growth,
Dept. 284-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana,
CA 91356

READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic
know-how of palm reading. Devised by
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that
explores the future. $13.95 plus $2.00 post-
age-handiing. — Venture Bookshop, P.O.
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

MAGAZINES

296 ISSUES FATE 1949-1985, $1.25 each.
34 FATE 1962-1970, $1.75 each. By lots
only. SASE for lists. Excellent condition.
—Burnett, 8547 Fontana St., Downey, CA
90241

THE INNER MIND SPEAKS: New Age
metaphysics, dynamite art, commonly-sen-
sible philosophy, channeled  information.
Bimonthly newsletter, $10/yr. — Lord Phil,
Box 3, Dept. C. Millburn, NJ 07041

INTUITIVE EXPLORATIONS — Infor-
mation, networking, ideas. $12.00/year.
Sample, $1.00. — Box 561, Quincy, IL
62306-0561

BEST OFFER. FATE 1979-1987. — Spen-
cer, 1217 N. Main. Crown Point, IN 46307

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold
on cover and spine. Each protects and or-
ganizes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for
your library for only $8.95 each plus $2.50
each postage-handiing. — FATE Magazine.
3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, 1L60035
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TOTAL ECLIPSE — lllustrated journal of
occult, bizarre, unusual. $1 sample, $10 year.
P.O. Box 1055, Suisun, CA 94585

“REVELATIONS OF AWARENESS"
Cosmic Newsletter. Astonishing channel-
ings! Trial copy free! — Cosmic Awareness,
Box 115-H, Olympia, WA 98507

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly
Spiritualist newspaper—world's largest cir-
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted
copies, reduced price subscription details.—
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London
WC2H 9LW England.

FREE SUBSCRIPTION to over 100 maga-
zines. Send $2.00. — Kaviani, Box 3751,
Vancouver, BC V6B 3Z1 Canada

ALL 458ISSUES OF FATE. Make realistic
offer. —E. Ritchie, 1415 Euclid, Joplin, MO
64801

MISCELLANEOUS

HOURS AFTER DEATH. Narrative by
experienced usher-guide. Channeled. $4.00.
— Phil Hastings, 874 North Park, Pomona,
CA91768

SURVIVE PREDICTED Earth changes!
Nonviolent, new thinking survival network/
group. Free information. —Richmar, Dept.
F-8A, Box 14956, Albuguerque, NM 87191

ESP TEST: Think ofa numberfrom 1 to 99.
Send it with a long SASE for results and free
gift. — Merlin. P.O. Box 1452, Mariposa,
CA 95338

OVERCOME ALL that needs to be over-
come. New secrets of life channeled by Elion.
$3.95. — Corsiatto, Box 21, Farmingdale,
NY 11735

WITCHES LOVE SPELL KIT. Let the
powerful wisdom of the ages bring that spe-
ciallove one into your life. $3.00. — Mystical
Twins, P.O. Box 103, Valhalla, NY 10595

DO YOU LONG FOR PEACE? Find it
within yourself through Christian medita-
tion. For free information write: Universal
Life, The Inner Religion, P.O. Box 5053,
New Haven, CT 06525



EUROPEAN PSYCHIC DIET. Shed
weight through sheer willpower. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Send check or money order for
$5.00t0: World Imports. 16783 Beach Bivd.,
Huntington Beach. CA 92647

SYLVIA THE WITCH'S famous love po-
tion. $4.00 per ounce. — Box 30581, Port-
land. OR 97230

LEARN SECRETS OF astral travel. Self-
help instructions. Send S1 & SASE.
Imaginary Visions, P.O. Box 228, Strouds-
burg, PA 18360

TODAYS TRUTH by Revelations. Write:
C.H., P.O. Box 29882, Louisville, KY
40229-0882

MONEY

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp, $7 ppd. — Upstat, Dept.
M. P.O. Box 1413, Riverside. CA 92501

NUMEROLOGY

MAKE YOUR OWN lucky numbers. Its
easy and it's fun! Any number of digits you
want. Astrology forecast through the year
2000 included free with order. $1.00 ppd.
—Claire Co.. P.O. Box 51943, San Jose. CA
95121

FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often!
Send birth date, SASE. — Mystic, Box 2009~
F, Jamestown, NC 27282

OASPHE

KOSMON VOICE: $14.00 year; samples
$200.  P.O. Box 664, Salt Lake City, UT
84110-0664

OCCULT

ARCHIVES — Photocopies of manuscripts,
art. etc. ofworking occultists. Send $1.00 for
catalog. — Black Moon Publishing. Box
1343, Cincinnati, OH 45201

CINCINNATI JOURNAL OF MAGICK
new issue just published. $5.50 postpaid.
BlackMoon, Box 1343. Cincinnati, OH

45201

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK
Manuscript 52pp, $7 ppd. — Upstat, Dept.
O, P.O. Box 1413, Riverside, CA 92501

WISHING DOLL grants one wish, please
use wisely. Absolutely guaranteed. $7.00. —
Doll, Box 8348, Dept. FC-41, Albuquerque,
NM 87198

PALMISTRY

PALM READING BY MAIL. Make photo-
copies of both of your palms and send them
to me. $10 full reading. $15 past life reading
(for past life you must also include a photo-
graph ofyourself). With either reading 1 will
answer one question. ~ Papa Rey, 7311 Bel-
lerive, Suite 166, Houston, TX 77036

PARASCIENCE

RADIONIC RADIESTHESIA psychic re-
search catalog. $2.00. — PsiTech, P.O. Box
29IF, Wadsworth, IL 60083

PERSONAL

PSYCHIC HERBALIST KNOWS unusual
healing herbs that are right for you. Send
detailed listing ofyour past and present phy-
sical/femotional conditions and goals, $30.
Guaranteed results. All suggested formulas,
$18 each. Available from: Psycherbology®,
Executive Suite 185,330 West 42nd St., New
York, NY 10036

FREE ANSWER to one question. One time
offer only. Send to Omar Panchadasi, Box
9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

PSYCHIC PROBLEM SOLVING. Prob-
lem, sunsign, SASE, $15.  Miller, Box 332.
Roseland, FL 32957

YOUR DREAMS will come true! Powerful
mystic gets positive results. 20 years expe-
rience. Send wish plus $5 minimum dona-
tion. — Lord Phil, Box 3. Dept. D, Millburn.
NJ 07041

MIRACLE SPELLS! All kinds! $5.00.
Glorianna, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City,
OK 73120

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp, $7 ppd. — Upstat, Dept.
P. P.O. Box 1413, Riverside. CA 92501
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PERSONAL

SYLVIA THE WITCH. Known as the most
powerful in existence. Tell me what you
want. | will cast a spell for you. $10.00.
Coven $19.00. Yearly membership, free
spells. $100.00.  Box 30581, Portland, OR

TELEPHONE READINGS, $10.00 — 217-
222-9082. Mail/$5.00. — Gloria Reiser, Box
561, Quincy, IL 62306-0561

PERSONAL MANDALAS “To know thy-
self — These cosmically colored, individual-
ized Mandalas reflectyour inner balance and
perfection. Created especially for you with a
channeled spiritual life reading. For further
information send SASE to: P.O. Box 1146E,
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569

SPELLS PERFORMED immediately! Tell
me what you want and ! will use my mystical
powers to cast a spell in your favor. Free
details. Send self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope. — Florentine, Box 5387-F, High Point,
NC 27262

IT'STIME the “Special People™’gather. Free
report concerning coming changes. — Rich-
mar, Dept. F-8B. Box 14956, Albuquerque,
NM 87191

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp, $7 ppd.  Upstat, Dept.
P, P.O. Box 1413, Riverside, CA 92501

PROFESSIONAL NUMEROLOGIST.
Graduate student of Lioux Astro Center and
an expert in this field. Personalized readings
are far superior to computerized. For further
information send self-addressed stamped
envelopeto Elisha, P.O. Box 134, Eagar. AZ
85925

EXPERIENCED PSYCH1C-SHUSTA
card reading on tape. $20.00. Questions
$5.00. Send birthdate. — Mary J., Box 2423,
Corpus Christi, TX 78403

1 WANTTO HELP YOU. In-depth numero-
logical analysis (includinglife cycles, specific
Karmic lessons, abilities from past lives, etc.)

$25. Runes or Tarot, $2/question. Please
send full name (as on birth certificate), birth
date to: K.S. Bradlev. POB 881323, San
Diego, CA 92108

ANEW FRIENDSHIP with “Ann" and her
powerful spirits await you! Dreams do come
true! Write with any problem. Enclose $5.00
cash or m.o. only for quick personal reply to:
“Ann,” Box 4853F, Huntsville, AL 35815

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against
black magic, voodoo, curses, gossip, evil
psychic attacks. Details free. — Mayahouse,
Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

GYPSY LOVE SPELL — Powerful magic
makes you irresistible. $2.00. — Younts, Box
9133-AS, Greensboro, NC 27429

| CAN HELP! Gifted advisor answers all
personal questions. Prompt confidential
reply. Three questions, $5.00, SASE. —
Norma, Box 21, Farmingdale. NY 11735

INTUITIVE TAROT READINGS answer
questions. 30-minute reading, $25.00 -
Sashawnnah. Box 789-B, Holland, OH 43528

LUCE-MARIE, spiritual foreseer. 24 years
experience. Five questions for $5.00, SASE.
Box 2042, Paso Robles, CA 93447

PERSONALIZED, no computerized com-
patibility readings, $25. Friends? Lovers?
Business associates? Send questions, photos
and birth dates of both people for an insight-
ful, taped consultation to: Psychic Consul-
tants, Inc., P.O. Box 197. Midland, MI
48640

ESP LABORATORY. The new research
service group can help you. For FREE
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood. TX
75117

INSIGHT THROUGH CRYSTAL sun
power. $2.00 per question. — William Sher-
wood, 975 38th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95062

HAVING RELATIONSHIP problems-
mate, child, parent, boss? | can help, you
resolve them. Send yours, other's full birth
name, birth date, $10.  Jeanne Helton, PO
Box 4843, Stockton, CA 85204

PERSONAL CARD READING for fun,
guidance and special insight, $10.00. —
Henry Smyth, Box 721302, Corpus Christi,
TX 78472
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YOUR PERSONAL POWER revealed in
channeled report. $2.00. — Jean Danielsen,
701 Pheasant, McHenry, IL 60050

PETS ARE PSYCHIC TOO! Send birth
date, picture, sex of your pet for reading.
$25.00. — Genie, P.O. Box 64, Bradley, IL
60915

PYRAMID HEALING Temple Ministry.
Send small picture with spiritual healing
request. $10.00 donation requested. — Rev.
Elizabeth Maxwell, P.O. Box 371, Holtville,
CA 92250

CONSULT THE RUNES. $10.00/page,
SASE. — Cathleen, 3012 Butterfield,
Yakima, WA 98901

ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading.
$10.00.  Box 961, Scarboro, ME 04074-
0961

CARD READING. Write: Linda, P.O. Box
6476, Wheeling, WV 26003

CONTESSA AMAYA, world famous
Romany seer answers three questions.
$10.00, birth dates. — P.O. Box 6001, San-
turce, Puerto Rico, 00914, USA

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory
spell. Powerful! $2.00.—Karen, Box 942,
Bellflower, CA 90706

ORACLE taps universal consciousness.
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria
O'Neill. Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station.
New York, NY 10009

CINDY, past, future. Eight questions, $5.00
— Box 1753, Decatur, IL 62525

TAROT READINGS plus free gift. One
question, $3.00. Three questions, $8.00. Full
reading, $15.00. Payable to: Naturopathy
Institute. Box 533, Hewlett, NY 11557

SPELLWORK: Love, money, success,
power, protection. $11.00 donation.
Brother Bob, Box 1411S, Cleveland, OH
44114

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World-
wide membership, male and female. Send
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden
Wheel, Liverpool L153HT England

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader,
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five
questions, $5.00.

FREE TRUTH about evil spirits. — Ruth,
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING!
30 years' experience. Questions answered,
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful,
$18.00. Money order please —Sybil How-
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WCIN
3XX, England

POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK
will cast spells for money, love, luck, protec-
tion. Free details.— Raphiel, Box 470815,
Ft. Worth, TX 76147

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.—
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira
Loma. CA 917320042

$2.00 PER QUESTION. Send three or more
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped
envelope. — Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., Sche-
nectady. NY 12303

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a
stranger? A person you don't understand? A
voice you canY hear? The subconscious who
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi-
ness the Other You might never discover?
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710,
Dept. FC-88, San Antonio, TX 78299

FREE! 1988 LIFE CYCLE REPORT,
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date
with large self-addressed stamped envelope.—
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT. James Cam-
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley. Perth PH14PU
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading,
$10.00 cash/m.o.

PRODUCTS

REQUEST FREE INFORMATION —
Alphasync Biofeedback Metronome, Moto-
rized Hypnotic Spiral, 15,000-volt Crystal
Spark Generator, Radionic Hex Shield, sub-
liminal tapes, carbon pendulum, deodorizer
light, negative ion generator. — Lawson
Electronics, Box 711-F, Poteet, TX 78065
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PRODUCTS

FREE CATALOG. Ruth Hoskins Products.
Body. Mind, & Spirit. P.O. Box 53300, Phi-
ladelphia, PA 19105

INCREDIBLE OFFER! Solid 14k gold
“Lucky Horn" pendant only $17.60. item

THE BEST INCENSE! Try our rainbow
sampler assortment! Send $1.50 plus 50
shipping to Wellness, Inc., Box 33063,
Granada Hills, CA 91344

PSYCHIC FAIRS

PSYCHIC FAIR HOTLINE. Greater
312/885-1177.

#1922 Also offered at the price
of $23.00 a solid 14k gold 16" cerpontin
chain. Item #2216. Plus $3.50 p/h and insu-
rance. Mail now before they are gone to Jesse
Pearson — Merchandise, 10642 S. Lafayette,
Chicago, IL 60628

WISHES COME TRUE: Just a whisper
away, in a dimension unseen, lies a secret
world, filled with magical beings .
make Wishboxes. SASE —P.0. Box I4GE,
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569

EGYPTIAN CARTOUCHE T-SHIRTS.
Your name in hieroglyphs on front in car-
touche and the falcon RA in brilliant colors
on back. Also jewelry, objets d'art, books.
Please send $2.00 for catalog, refundable. —
Amen-Ra Concepts, P.O. Box 40285, Long
Beach, CA 90804

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol
regarded as having profound meaning and
influence. These exotically handsome adorn-
ments are individually hand made in Nepal
of Yak bone and horn, pendant set in coin
silver, earrings set in pewter. Pendant is over

in diameter on an 18" silver-plated link
chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle earrings are %"
in diameter on silver-plated drops, $8.95.
Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture Bookshop, P.O.
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

GET THE BEST! Order your books and
supplies from Moonstar catalog, $2.00. —
38422 Lake Shore. Willoughby, OH 44094

CRYSTALS AND STONES can bring a
new dimension to your life and relationships.
We offer handcrafted jewelry, pendulums
and meditation headbands, quartz crystals,
crystal balls, pyramids and more, all at
affordable prices. Trance readings available.
Catalog, $1.00 refunds >le. 's 1,
Dept. F, Box 446, Kulpsville, PA 19443

— Min
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PYRAMIDS

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products,
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully
illustrated catalog. Pyramids, Box 30305,
Santa Barbara. CA 93130. Phone: 805/
682-5151.

READINGS

SPIRITUAL HELP, insights. Send ques-
tions, right/ left hand signatures, SASE, $20.
— Madelon Rose Logue, psychic consultant,
3868 Centinela Ave., #12, Mar Vista, CA
90066

| CHING READINGS, 15years experience.
$20. Specify typed or audio tape. ark
Frank. PO Box 2286, Indianapolis, IN46206

IN EXOTIC WEST INDIES, experienced
psychic now giving readings. By “foreign”
airmail, send 4 questions, photo, $20 money
order. — Harriet Beech, Apartado 598,
Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic.

GIFTED READER can help. Readings on
cassette. Give name with birth date. $17.00
check to R. Harrison. Box 461971, Garland,
TX 75046

RELIGION

PERFECTION IN THIS LIFE, Heaven in
the next. You can have both. Big, free book.
$1.00 required for postage.  Truxton Craig,
Box 51943, San Jose, CA 95121

FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 22e stamp.  Peyton's, Box
5756. Virginia Beach, VA 23455

ECKERT ENTERPRISES Research Dept.
Information about all religions, occult, lore,
mythology and legends. Send your name,
address, inquiry and $5.00 to: Eckert Enter-
prises, P.O. Box 4171, Norwalk, CT 06855



CHRIST'S NAME IS YASU. not Jesus. —
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH
43216

RUNE MAGIC

THE KNIGHTS OF RUNES. We teach the
true ancient rune magic! The most powerful
magical art! Complete home study course.—
Box 2070, Decatur, GA 30031

SELF IMPROVEMENT

ATTRACT MONEY with powerful meta-
physical technique. Booklet, $4.00. — MC
Publications, Box 734-F, Cathedral, New
York, NY 10025

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK.
Manuscript 52pp, $7 ppd. — Upstat, Dept.
S, P.O. Box 1413, Riverside, CA 92501

SEMINARS

TOTAL CONCEPT SEMINAR each Sat-
urday, New Age Retreat each week June,
July, August, 1988. Conducive: Prayer,
Meditation, Contemplation nature, wildiife,
birdwatching, rock-hounding, hiking, spe-
lunking; giftshop. Primitive campgrounds.

Eternal Spring, Rt. 2, Box 131, Clifton,
TN 38425

SORCERY

THE SORCERER'S GUIDE, paperback
book describing the laws governing psychic
assassination. $2.95 postpaid. — Gould,
P.O. Box 398074, Miami Beach, FL 33139

TAPES

DO-IT-YOURSELF past life regression.
Audio cassette, $10 plus $2 shipping. — Joe
Trolly, 138 Smith Ave., Holbrook, NY 11741

BOOKS FOR LISTENING®: hear book
you meant to read.216titles: health, religion,
New Age, fiction. Brochure free. — Audio
Book Company, Box 748, Fruitland, 1D
83619

FREE SECRET CATALOG. World's most
unusual cassettes!  Ingress, 5420-F Par-
merton. Temple City, CA 91780

FREE CATALOG, Subliminal/Meditation
tapes. Dramatic results! — MindTapes, Box
5369, Santa Monica, CA 90405

TAROT

DECORATIVE TAROT READINGS,
hand designed in color. $10.00 — Well-
spring, Box 1877, Cotuit, MA 02635

TAROT DECKS, tarot books, cartomancy,
divination, occult books, playing cards, etc.
48-page full-color catalog featuring world's
largest selection. Send $2.00 — The Best of
Cards Catalog, Department FM. 179 Lud-
low St., Stamford, CT 06902

TAROT TOUBEAUX. Computer printed
Tarot readings. $5.00. Write: P.O. Box
441312, Detroit, MI 48244

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho-
rized 78card deck conceived by Arthur
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu-
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card
features a symbolic picture that aids read-
ings. Cards measure 2A x 4% and bear En-
glish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44-
page instruction booklet, $13.00 plus $2.00
postage handling. Foreign, $3.00 — Venture
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL
5

TREASURE FINDING

ELECTRONIC DOWSER - guaranteed
ESP sensitive. Fascinating, easy book of
plans, $10.00. — Nova Systems, 11208-R
Iron Oak Trail, Austin, TX 78750

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away
with_ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free.
— Research Products, Box 270270-AZC,
Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS

ANCIENT AMULETS AND TALIS-
MANS meticulously reproduced in sterling
silver. lllustrated brochure, $1.00; or master
goldsmith will faithfully recreate your favor-
ite from any legible illustration and specifica-
tions. Wholesale inquiries invited. — Bay-
shore Jewelers. Dept. FI88, PO Box 364,
Waterford, MI 48095-0364
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UNUSUAL ITEMS

EXPRESS YOURSELF in a special way,
with metaphysical hand-painted notecards.
Signed by the artist. Send Sl for sample &
information.  Universal Greetings, Dept.
F, 8368 Summerdale Ave., Philadelphia, PA
19152

SAMARKAND EXPRESS from Athens to
Lima: handcrafted folkwear, jewelry. Cata-
log. SL.00.  Box609-D, Buffalo. N 14226

ANCIENT AMULET FACSIMILE for
love, health, prosperity. $2.50 — Corsiatto,
Box 21. Farmingdale. NY 11735

BOJISTONES  contain balanced energy!
Various sizes. Send S1.00 plus SASE to: Box
I56F, West Side Sta., Worcester. MA 01602

AN INTIMATE ENCOUNTER with the
Angel of Death. Direct communications
with Death himself as revealed through the
writings of his earthbound bride! This is not
fiction! “The Book of Azrael,” a special pro-
ject from Westgate Press, 8 Bernstein Blvd.,
Center Moriches, NY 11934. $8 postpaid.

QUARTZCRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en-
chanting to the eye. soothing to the touch.
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones
like these in streambeds, believed them sacred
and magical. Can they heal, bring luck, pro-
phetic visions? Three quartz crystal baubles
of varied sizes, about 3/4" to I, in carry-
around bag of black velvet, with scroll relat-
ing their legend, $11.95, plus postage/han-
diing: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign. — Venture
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, 1L
60035

BEAUTIFUL TAO magic scroll talisman
brings good fortune through direct contact
with benevolent forces. $8.00 — John Oles,
P.O. Box 256. Atwater, OH 44201

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity
Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone
between finger and thumb to induce medita-
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in the
tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces
relaxation, opens the mind'sinner doors. Only
$4.00each postpaid. Venture Bookshop. P.O.
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in
your world with “I Ching Cards” — a new
visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys-
tem of divination and revelation. Complete
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yin and
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction,
$13.00 plus $2.50 postage/handiing. For-
eign, $3.00.  Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box
249, Highland Park, I1. 60035

VOODOO

VOODOO. VOUDOUN and other neo-
African religious_systems. Catalog, books,
music, oils, supplies. $3.50. Love charm by
priest. $20.00. — T.O.T.S., Suite 310, 1317
North San Fernando Blvd.. Burbank. CA
91504

WITCHCRAFT

FEMINIST WICCE books, supplies. Cata-
log. $2.50. 249 N. Brand, Suite 674F,
Glendale. CA 91203

OCCULT CATALOG! 270 pages! Over
10,000 books, jewelry, hetbs, oil, candles,
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. Cata-
10gSI.00.  International. 236F West Man-
chester Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90003

GIGANTIC ILLUSTRATED catalog.
Books, incense, oils, spells, occult supplies,
$2.00. — Hamilton, Box 1258-F, Moorpark,
CA 93021

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world’s first
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery,
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination.
Free information. Box 1366, Nashua. NH
03061

WITCHCRAFT HARNESS ITS POW-
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world’s fore-
most witches, teach you how. Box 1502-
FC. New Bern, NC 28560

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR Aquarian. Full
occult training.  Box 31129, Phoenix. AZ
85046

CANDLE BURNING KITS and instruc-
tions for love, money, power and more.
Information $1.00, refunded with order.
DOT. Hammondsville, OH 43930
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REPORT FROM THE READERS

(Continuedfrom page 116)
mentioned “Project Blue Book™) that he
knew practically nothing about UFOs.

Smith's notes were from his own
subsequent reconstruction of his and
Sarbacher's conversation. They were
not, in other words, a direct word-for-
word transcription of what exactly was
said. | suspect that in reality Smith said
something to the effect that a recent
book claimed there were recovered
UFOs and bodies, and was this true?
When Sarbacher answered yes, he was
more likely affirming the general idea
than Frank Scully's particular version
ofit. In our own conversation what few
details Sarbacher could remember
seemed far more consistent with the
Roswell event than with the Aztec yarn.

If Richard Doty's paper referred to a
crash at Aztec (and Linda Howe tells me
it did), then it is not telling the truth.
Steinman-Stevens’ 625-page book
(which, by the way, 1 did read from
cover to cover) notwithstanding, the
Aztec crash is a claim with no support-
ing evidence.

GHASTLY ERROR

1 found “The Poltergeist in the Pub™
(January 1988 Fate) interesting, but
with one flaw — April 8,1985, could not
have been Easter Sunday. My son was
born April 8, 1949; April 8, 1950, was
his first birthday and was Easter Sun-
day. Looking at a long-range calendar, |
found Easter would not fall on April 8
until some time after the year 2000. In
1985 April 8 was Tuesday.—G. Oppitz,
Oregon City, Oreg.

April 8,1985, was not Easter Sunday.
Nor, however, was it a Tuesday; it was a
Monday.—The Editors.
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FASTER THAN
OUIJA BOARD!
Smooth-rolling ball bearings
speed flow of automatic
writing—end awkward pauses.

THE PLANCHETTE

Finely hand-crafted of smooth wood.

Wood-resin polish gives a high lustre.
Many skilled automatic writers learned with a planchette.
and still obtain manifestations with it only. Onceyou have
acquired theitt, you will agreethe Planchette s far superior
tothe Ouija Board. It s particularly favored by those who
prefer to work in meditative Solitude
HOW THE PLANCHETTE WORKS:
Specially-itted pencil forms one leg of Planchette. the other
wio rolling free on ball bearings. These ball bearings respond
1o the slightest indication of muscular movement, the tiniest
wisp of pressure transmitted through your hand. Only a
superior product, an advanced psychic instrument, could
have this expensive ball bearing feature. Planchette comes
with full instructions for its Use, as wel & for its care
and proteaion.

ORDER YOURS TODAY! ONLY $10.95

Please add $2.50 postage and handiing

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

Name
Address

City/State/Zip



WHAT HAS rATE IN STORE

FOR YOU?

A chance to explore the
unknown . . . truths you find
nowhere else . . . articles and
stories to fire your imagina-
tion—thats what FATE has in
store for you. Here is Editor
Jerome Clarks report on stories
plannedforfuture issues:

00 One of the most celebrated
hauntings in the history of psychical
research resumes nearly a century
after it ceased. Andrew MacKenzie
reports on the eerie saga of the
weeping ghost of St. Anne's.

00 An archaeologist in the desert of
the American Southwest confronts
the ghosts of a lost and distant past
and enters another world.

00 Austrian physician Leonhard
Hochenegg gives new meaning to
the term “electroshock therapy,”
literally shocking patients with seri-
ous illness into complete recovery.
And the electricity comes from his
own body.

00 A humble tradesman takes on
the most powerful man in colonial
New England and risks his life to
stop the spread of witchcraft hys-
teria.

In each issue FATE publishes fascinating
true articles, stories and features on the
strange, the unusual, the unknown. You can
read such material only in FATE because
FATE is the only magazine ofits kind in the
world

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE —
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

City -

ONtafs>»* "’*"c12luues. $14.95

(Foreign subscriptions: ~ add $5.00 postage
Canadian subscriptions: add $3.50 postage)
Enclosed is [ cash [ check £ money order
for$
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NOW... AFTER 40 YEARS...
HAND CRAFTED CRYSTAL BALLS!

For scrying, for beauty, for collectors

Before World War 11 a limited number
ofman-made crystal balls were available
in this country from Austria and Czecho-
slovakia. During and after the war the
supply came to an end. Over the many
intervening years we sought new sources
ofgenuine nand-crafted crystal balls, but
the specimens we obtained had too
numerous flaws.

Now. however, we can offer a limited

ORDER NOW!

Only $79.95
Plus $4.00

supply of imposing 4-incli genuine 32i/(
lead crystal halls! They are gorgeous near-
perfect. man-made spheres  the next
best thine to quartz crystal available
today. While an actual quartz ball would
cost around $10,000. we can offer these
for only $79.95. plus $5.00 handling and
shipping U.S.A.; $9.00 foreign. And
they come complete with unique, inter-
linked cobra stands of carved wood!

VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
Please send methe4-inch Hand-crafted Crystal Ball. | enclose

1 check L1 money order for $79.95. plus $5.00 shipping and
handling U.S.A ; $9.00 foreign.

quartz (which would cost at least $10,000). but is hand-

Handling-Shipping | "
h I Address
Complete with J Ciy. state. 7
ity State. Zip
Carved Wood I I understand this4-inch ball is not acrylic or plastic and is not
Stand |
I

crafted of materials containing 32'< lead crystal.





