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clusions.)
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World’s Largest

CRYSTAL BALL
Selection
Glowing pools of light . . . 
Mystically beautiful

When you peer into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what marvels can you behold? 
F.W.H. Myers, the famed psychic researcher, wrote: “Few phenomena are more fantastic 
than true crystal vision. . . . a milky clouding of the ball, coming at the beginning of a series 
of pictures . . . Authorities believe that the ability to see psychic images, if not a natural 
gift, can be developed with practice.

We offer for immediate delivery gorgeous, optical Acrylic 
Plexiglass balls in 5-inch. 4-inch. 3-inch. 2'/?-inch and 2-inch 
sizes. These balls are the finest obtainable anywhere at any
price! They are the result of a years-long search for a method

2-lnch ball at $19.95 represents a great value for the 
new student Plus P/H (postage-handling) $3.00 U.S.. 
$5.00 Foreign.
2'A-lnch ball at $29.95 effectively meets the require­
ments of most researchers. Plus P/H: $3.50 U.S., $6.00 
Foreign.
3-lnch ball at $59.95 is suitable lor advanced occult

and combines impressive si
cost. Plus P/H: $4.00 U.S., $7.50 Foreign.

with moderate

4- inch ball at $99.95 offers the large size and high 
quality required by the professional. Plus P/H: $6.00 
U.S.. $10.00 Foreign.
5- lnch ball at $139.95 is one of the largest and finest to 
be found in the world today Available for the first time 
in many years. Plus P/H: $6.50 U.S.. $11.00 Foreign.

All balls are fully guaranteed. Each comes with attractive 
sculpted stand and authentic instructions. < Because of cur-

VENTURE BOOKSHOP HIGHLAND PARK, IL
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FROM THE EDITOR
Stories of miracle-makers with extraordinary psychic gifts figure not only in 

legends but in modern-day accounts of gurus such as Sai Baba (see Erlendur 
Haraldsson’s article in August 1988 FATE) and Phra Acharn Mun (James 
McClenon’s “Mystic Master,” this issue). The paranormal feats alleged to occur 
around these individuals are far more fantastic than anything associated with 
Western psychics and it is difficult, even impossible, to know what to make of them 
even when direct investigation is possible, as Professor Haraldsson learned. What 
does seem indisputable, however, is the ability of dedicated spiritual seekers of all 
times and places to enter dazzlit ig visionary realms and to meet supernatural beings 
there. Whatever the reality of these worlds and entities, they make for enthralling 
reading to us earthbound souls.

Two articles in this issue deal with other kinds of ostensibly paranormal journeys: 
D. Scott Rogo looks at near-death visions as they are experienced in different 
cultures and Susan Blackmore offers a provocative new theory about out-of-body 
experiences. Elsewhere, Guy Lyon Playfair considers one aspect of the mind-body 
question: the effect of hypnosis on cancer. And zoologist Karl P.N. Shuker offers a 
cautionary tale about what happens when scientists’ imaginations run away with 
them. . . . Enjoy the issue!

3510 WESTERN AVENUE 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60035 
PHONE (312) 433-8100

Publisher .....................................Curtis Fuller
Associate Publisher and

Editor Emeritus.........Mary Margaret Fuller
Editor......................................  Jerome Clark
Managing Editor .................. Debbie Leathers

Consulting Editor .....................D. Scott Rogo
Advertising Director............  Chester S. Geier
Advertising Production Manager

& Classified Advertising ....... Diane Torres
Circulation Service.................. Maureen Rose

ADVERTISING SALES
CENTRAL ADVERTISING OFFICE
Lois D. Silvers 
Clark Publishing Co. 
3510 Western Avenue
Highland Park, Ш. 60035

TIM MURPHY - SALES MANAGER

(312)433-8100

EASTERN ADVERTISING OFFICE
Marvin Labiner
Karaban/Labiner Associates, Inc.
130 W. 42nd St.
New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 840-0660

4



FATE DECEMBER 1988
Vol. 41*No. 12»lssue 465

ARTICLES AND STORKS

Land of the Dead Sea Scrolls ................................................... Bill Clark 34
Near-Death Experiences Around the World .................D. Scott Rogo 43
Treating Cancer with Hypnosis .............................. Guy Lyon Playfair 50
I Didn’t Believe in Ghosts ............................................. Kathy Chwedyk 61
The Graveyard of Monsters ...................................... Karl P.N. Shuker 73
Mystic Master ................................................................James McClenon 80
Invaders from Mars ............................................................Dwight Whalen 91

* Out-of-Body Psychology .............................................Susan Blackmore 93

FEATURES

I See by the Papers .............................................................. Curtis Fuller 7
Twins, Miles Apart, Die Hours Apart ..................................................... 49
Quirks of Fate...................................................................... Harold Helfer 56
True Mystic Experiences................................................... The Readers 57
Dream Pipeline to Tokyo ............................................... Claire Metzger 60
My Proof of Survival ............................................................The Readers 87
Lost Photographs Surface After 60 Years ..................... Paul Steiner 100
Books, News & Reviews................................................... Jerome Clark 101
Report from the Readers..................................................... The Readers 111

NOTICE TO AUTHORS: Articles unaccompanied by return postage will be discarded.

FATE (ISSN 0014-6776) (UPS 501-470) * published monthly by CLARK PUBLISHING COMPANY. 3510 Western Avenue. Highland Part.
Illinois 60035. Second class-postage paid at Highland Part. Illinois, and additional entry offices. We do not accept responsibility for the return
ol unsolicited manuscripts, photographs or artwork Subscriptions: $17 00 a year (add 53 50 a year postage for Canadian  subscriptions. 55.00
a year tor foreign subscriptions) Address correspondence regarding subscriptions and address changes to FATE Subscriptions. 170 Future
Way. Marion, Ohio 43305. Please notify Marlon. Ohio, office of change ot address 30 days in advance, giving both old and new addresses and
zip code. Copyright* 1968, CLARK PUBLISHING CO PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

5



OUR 30th YEAR
1, 1989.)

THEHYPNO-DISK 
Before electronic aids were available the Hypno-Disk was the 
preferred method for hypnotic induction. It disappeared because 
there was no way to adjust for individual differences.

OUR STAFF OF PROFESSIONAL HYPNOTISTS 
AND DESIGN ENGINEERS GOT TOGETHER 

Here is a new model with VARIABLE SPEED (20 to 65 RPM) 
and REVERSIBLE ROTATION so you can select the best 
settings for LIGHT, MEDIUM, DEEP hypnosis and control 
induction time.
OTHER NEW FEA TURES:

* 2 disk patterns 11 inches in diameter. 
One green & white. One black & white. 
Changes from front in seconds.

* Pattern comes toward you to block out 
everything else. Reverse it and you are 
drawn in as it recedes to infinity for 
deeper states.

* Operates on 115 volts AC which con­
verts to 12 volts DC. 15 inches high.
3 pounds.

MODEL HD-1 $8500 FOB FACTORY
(Order nowl Price will Increase Jan.

With complete instructions and one year factory service warranty. Include pay­
ment with order. Add $8 shipping to 48 states; $10 to Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, 
Puerto Rico. We will quote shipping to other countries. Illinois residents please 
add 7% sales tax.

Where professional hypnotists obtain their supplies
SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.

Gross Point Medical Center 128 
9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 U.S.A.

Telephone: 312/676-9151
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Let's look at it this way. You work 
in some area of molecular biology. 
You publish very distinguished pa­
pers for a series of years, all your 
papers are well received, you make 
what are acknowledged to be signi­
ficant contributions to the field.
When you write another paper, that 
paper has a certain degree of credi­
bility. And that’s undeniable. By 
virtue of the reputation of your 
laboratory in the past, when you 
write a new paper it brings to that 
an enhanced degree of credibility. 
Perhaps an enhanced degree of cred­
ibility is too strong — it brings to it 
a belief that what you say you have 
done in this paper is exactly what 
you have done.

—B. Lewin 
Personal communication to Beth 
Savan, author Science Under Siege

CONTROVERSY continues on 
the medical findings of Jacques 
Benveniste and his group who sup­

port the long-disputed claims of 
homeopathic physicians. No sooner

had Benveniste’s group’s research 
report been reluctantly published 
by the prestigious British scientific 
journal Nature than a task force of 
critics rushed to investigate it.

Unfortunately the “investigation” 
took on a carnival-like atmosphere, 
principally because of the presence 
of a magician, James Randi. Randi 
admitted he was unable to spot any 
trickery on the part of the research­
ers although he criticized Elizabeth 
Davenas, whose name appears first 
on the original paper, as a woman 
“very fond of rounding numbers.” 
This criticism may not have taken 
into account the fact that the group 
was working with dilutions as weak 
as 10 followed by 120 zeros. One 
can imagine the problem of carrying 
forward the calculations on such 
levels if the numbers each had sev­
eral decimal places to figure in.

In brief, the Benveniste group 
claims that its experiments demon­
strated, in tests of at least 10 differ­
ent antigens, that human white 
blood cells can be activated at dilu­
tions as great as one drop of antigens 
in 10 to the 120th power of aqueous
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CRYSTAL KEY CHAINS 
Polished clear quartz points. 

Average size point l-’A" to 2". 
Great gift... protect yourself 

and the ones you lovel 
$5.99 ea . plus $1 P/H. (2/S10.99)

CRYSTAL LABYRINTH 
1936 Greenwood Lk. Tpk., Hewitt, NJ 07421 
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ASTROLOGICAL CALENDAR 
THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND.

in our 39th year

You need not know anything 
about astrology to read the 
PLANETARY CALENDAR. You can 
select the best days at a glance, 
months ahead, to start business, 
romance, travel, construction, re­
pair, buy, sell, etc.
Starting on the right day is win­

ning half the battle. Send $5.00 
postpaid for each calendar, 
Canada $6.50 postpaid.

PLANETARY CALENDAR
Box 60—DEPT. F 

ALVADORE, OREGON 97409

solution. At such a dilution there is 
small chance that the final solution 
could contain even one of the orig­
inal antibody molecules.

The researchers further claim that 
activity did not decrease with fur­
ther dilution and that there was a 
“surprising rhythmic fluctuation... 
at some dilutions, the activity fell 
off; on further dilution it was re­
stored.”

00
NOT REPRODUCIBLE?

BECAUSE SUCH assertions 
contradict modern medical re­
search the editors of Nature were 

determined to investigate and to 
destroy, if possible, the unorthodox 
claims and their revolutionary im­
plications. A team consisting of 
Nature editor John Maddox, James 
“The Amazing” Randi and his assis­
tant Jose Alvarez soon appeared in 
Benveniste’s French laboratory, 
along with Walter Stewart of the 
National Institutes of Health, well- 
known for uncovering scientific 
fraud. They reported that the Ben- 
veniste results were not reproducible 
“in the ordinary meaning of that 
word.” The final three runs of their 
experiment were the only ones per­
formed double-blind (all test tubes 
had been randomly coded twice) 
and all three of these runs were 
negative. One partially blind run of 
the experiment did produce positive 
results.

Benveniste in turn attacked Na­
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ture for conducting “a mockery of 
scientific inquiry.” He also stated 
that the last three tests worked 
poorly because of erratic controls.

00
CIRCUS ATMOSPHERE

SOMETHING about this whole 
matter disturbs us. What other 
scientific report, recently published, 

has called forth the wrath and fear 
of Establishment Science so dramat­
ically that as soon as possible it sent 
forth a hostile task force to investi- 
gate the work? And by what stan­
dard of good judgment could the 
investigators have been so misled as 
to conduct their expedition in a 
circus atmosphere? Benveniste is a 
lespected, internationally-known re­
searcher.

He is a professor at the University 
of Paris Sud, where his laboratory 
is maintained. He is an allergist

working for INSERM, the French 
equivalent to the U.S. National In­
stitutes of Health, from which Wal­
ter Stewart comes. He was once 
asked by President Mitterand to be 
France’s Minister of Health. Alto­
gether, scientists from six labora­
tories around the world reported 
producing positive results similar to 
those that came out of Benveniste’s 
laboratory.

As we write Nature representa­
tives were to begin examining the 
data from other laboratories which
had reported similar positive results. 
Their reports may be in by the time 
you read this. Whatever the final 
outcome we must regard it as an 
object lesson in human behavior. 
Scientists, like the rest of us, will 
maneuver desperately to avoid fac­
ing any new viewpoint which threat­
ens their accustomed way of looking 
at things.

COLLEGE OF MARTINIST STUDIES
How should we live? To what ends should we attain? What is life? Is there a link 

between life and consciousness? Does consciousness survive the death of the body? If 
so, where is it?

This list of pertinent questions could go on and on. If you wonder about Truth, the 
Future and the Purpose of Life, we cordially invite you to write or return the coupon 
for a free copy of our Book The Way of Enlightenment. There is no obligation.

Г INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF MARTINIST STUDIES 

Worthing W31 • Barbados • West Indies
I Kindly send a copy of your introductory book.
I Name_____________________________________
I Address ___________________________________
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Sri Darwin Gross - Author, Lecturer.I II Books of truth, hidden as a control factor: - 
I Power Of Awareness, Awakened Imagina-1 
I tian, Your Right To Choose, The Atom, | 
- Consciousness Is Life, Be Good To Yourself, ■

Any 2 books for $5 or 3 books for $6. _
' Write: SOS Publishing, PO Box 68290 *

Oak Grove, OR 97268

IMPRINTING WATER?

THE IMPLICATIONS of Ben- 
veniste’s report are shattering if 
its conclusions are confirmed. What 

could cause antigen molecules to 
react as if the dilution had never 
taken place although there were no 
perceptible starting antigen mole­
cules in the final solution? The 
authors theorize that the presence 
of the starting antigen molecules 
actually changed the molecular or­
ganization of the water. They sug­
gest that the water may hold the 
antigen imprint as an electric-mag­
netic field “template” or as a hydro­
gen bonded network.

Several experiments helped sup­
port this theory. For example, the 
effect worked only when the solu­
tion was vigorously shaken for a 
minimum of 10 seconds at each 
level of dilution. The researchers 
suggested that the shaking imparted 
the organizing information to the 
solution. In addition, it was noted 
that when antigen molecules were 
present they could pass on the in­
formation despite cycles of heating, 
freeze-thawing or ultrasound. But 
when the solution was so diluted 
that no antigen molecules were 
present, the transmission of infor­
mation was disrupted and the pat­
terns ceased.

00
SUPPORT FOR BENVENISTE

THERE ARE so many research­
ers in the world working on so



FIFTY YEARS OF FORECASTING! 
FIFTY YEARS OF PROPHECY!

Marguerite Carter's Unitology Forecast: 
the first and oldest service of its kind 
celebrates fiftieth anniversary!

In these times, when so many familiar things are 
being swept away by the winds of change, it is rare 
to find a Formula for Success that has withstood the 
test of time. Marguerite Carter is celebrating her fif­
tieth year of preparing detailed personal forecasts for 
her clients, many of whom have not gone a single 
year without the security and comfort of her analysis 
and advice to guide them, year after year, since 1938!

Why has Miss Carter's Unitology Forecast been the only such service to 
continue for so long? Why have three generations of families, world-wide, turned 
to the Unitology Forecast for guidance and inspiration?

Miss Carter believes it is because the Unitology Forecast is the only one that 
combines a unique and thorough method of astrological analysis with ancient 
principles of mind power. These two ingredients, she says, strengthen her clients' 
ability to prepare for cycles of change, and to take advantage of the opportunities 
of a lifetime—when the time is right and the mind is right.

Her clients agree, as they attest in the many thousands of letters she receives 
each year in praise of her work: ★ "Thank you for all the years (35 +) of encour­
agement and down-to-earth advice you have given me in that time." M.S., Fl * 
"I have sent for my fe'ecast from Miss Carter for at least 30 years. I have used it 
as a guide and it has helped me for a long time to handle my life better." B.W., OR
★ "The accuracy of 'unforeseen events'forecast, as far as my own life is concerned, 
continues to astound me." S.L.C., TX ft "Of these 50 years, I believe I have been 
with your Forecasts and you for about 30 of them." G.G.M. NJ * "I'm considered 
a successful business man, now retired, but I always checked with your writings 
before making an important move ... for about 30 years or more." W.H.G. NY
★ "I have been renewing each year for more than 25 years and I wouldn't think 
of missing it." A.C. TX ♦ "Your writings and encouragement are Timeless." 
M.J.D. CA

Your UNITOLOG Y FORECAST wi 11 be custom-made to your month, day, year, 
and place of birth. You get a full year's guidance, regardless of when your request 
is received! You'll learn things about yourself you never dreamed anyone could 
know—and about those close to you too. The most important aspects of your life 
are warmly and intimately discussed. You owe it to yourself to see why so many 
have put their faith and trust in Miss Carter's guidance for so long!

TEST HER NOW! Send for Marguerite Carter's UNITOLOGY FORECAST with 
SPECIAL NOTATIONS individually prepared for your birthdate. PRINT: month, 
day, year, place, hour of birth (if known) and include $10.45 plus $2.00 for postage 
and handling. (1st class & Canada $2.50) in U.S. funds only. 100% satisfaction 
guaranteed or full refund. MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER, BOX 807, 
DEPT. F812, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206
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QUARTZ CRYSTAL 
DIRECT FROM 

ARKANSAS MINES
Clusters, Single Points, Phantoms, 
Double Terminators, Generators, 
Record Keepers, Windows, Hand­

crafted Jewelry, Accessories. Highest 
quality. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

Send $2. юг catalog 
Crystal Mountain Mines 

P О Box 761-F 
Hot Springs, AR 71902

The greatest book on the 
greatest of lost lands...

ATLANTIS
The Antediluvian World

THE CLASSIC ILLUSTRATED 
EDITION OF 1882

This is the first and most popular of all books on 
Atlantis — the book that sparked the whole mod­
ern cult of the marvelous lost continent, first des­
cribed by Plato more than 2,000 years ago.

Author Ignatius Donnelly, a scholar who served 
eight years as a Congressman,  conducted tong and 
intensive research for proof of Plato's account. He 
concluded that before it sank beneath the waves 
Atlantis was a major power, boasted immense 
wealth and magnificent buildings, and colonized 
Egypt and South America. His enthralling book 
recreates the world of Atlantis — its gods and 
rulers, its daily life, its catastrophic wars and its 
ultimate destruction. Rich in information on the 
history and mythology of the ancient world, this 
prodigious work is an important reference for 
modern research on Atlantis. 490 pages, hard-

Only $10.95
Plus P/H $1.50 U.S.A.: $2.50 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

many diverse projects that no one 
could possibly know who they all 
are, what their projects are or how 
they apply to specific situations. 
Recently, however, I have come 
upon two reports which may be 
relevant to the Benveniste case.

Last August Brain I Mind Bulletin 
reported on the work of Seymour 
Antelman of the Western Psychiat­
ric Institute, University of Pitts­
burgh. “This is the same phenome­
non. There is no doubt about it,” 
Antelman said of the Benveniste 
reports. He has been doing similar 
research for 10 years.

Antelman says that “even a single 
administration of a drug produces a 
result that becomes amplified over 
time, long after any residue could 
remain in the body. The greater the 
time elapsed, the bigger the ampli­
fied effect when a second dose is 
given.’’Thus far Antelman has dem­
onstrated the effect on animals of 
about 20 drugs and medications 
including antidepressants, antipsy­
chotic medication, Valium, cocaine 
and others.

Antelman’s theory of how this 
comes about, however, is quite dif­
ferent from that suggested by the 
Benveniste group. Instead of theo­
rizing that the drugs alter the molec­
ular arrangement of the diluting 
medium, Antelman suggests that 
the body itself adjusts to the diluted 
drugs or medicine. He believes that 
these adjustments are the body’s 
response to stress rather than to the



SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH!
SOLAR POWERED NECKLACE RELIEVES ANXIETY, 
DEPRESSION, AND FATIGUE, WHILE INCREASING 

VITALITY IN TEST VOLUNTEERS
TEST PARTICIPANTS REPORT...

• Increased Energy • Feeling of Well-Being • Reduced Tension
• Elevated Mood • Improved Sleep • Relief of Pain

Dramatic Improvement 
Within One Week

Simple Method Of Energizing the Body 
Discovered by Inventor

by

A Functioning Space-Age Power Source
The "Solar Energizer' is more than just an attractive neck­

lace — it is a functioning space age power cell that delivers a 
continuous supply ol energy when exposed to light The positive 
and negative electrodes are lormed by the chain, which delivers 
a gentle and continuous llow ol ENERGIZING POWER THROUGH­
OUT THE BODY of the person wearing it. The energy produces 
no tingling sensation on the skin but any simple electronic multi­
meter will detect its presence and verily that lhe energizer is 
working

Renewed Energy Lets Body Heal Itself 
After wearing lhe Solar Energizer, many people have reported

reduced blood pressure, decreased allergy and asthma attacks.

lhe body's own natural ability to heal itself, once и has lhe 
needed energy and vitality to do so

U.S. Patent Office Awards Patent
The Solar Energizer is a patented device that has been sub­

jected to a thorough review by the U.S Patent Office Patent 
Number 4,173.229 was issued on November 6. 1979 The Sum­
mary Of The Invention begins with: "It Is the object of the 
present Invention to provide on Improved and decoritrve thera­
peutic adornment or jewelry object operable to generate a bene­
ficial llow of electrical current through lhe body ol a person 
wearing same' 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Use the Solar Energizer continuously for 30 days and let the 
results speak lor themselves II you are not satisfied with the 
performance ot the Solar Energizer, return it to us for a full

For Men and Women
The Solar Energizer Necklace is attractively styled and may be 

worn by both men and women Each Energizer comes in a velvet 
teweler's pouch and includes complete instructions and recom­
mendations for correct wearing and use

ORDER NOW AT $19.95 FOR ONE, OR TWO FOR $34.95
Include $1.50 for postage-handling.

ARIZONA INSTITUTE OF BIOELECTRONICS
13627 N. 18th Dr., Dept. F-12, Phoenix. AZ 85029 

SOLAR ENERGIZER"Patent «4,173,229
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Announcing!
FULL LENGTH PORTRAIT OF MANKIND

NEITHER APES 
NOR ANGELS 
by Vaughan Shelton

This is a new sequel to THE VIEW 
FROM ETERNITY, also based upon 
the clairvoyant writings of RUTH 
SHELTON. It tells the fascinating 
history of our species from soul-birth 
to the present: The Earth advent of 
humanity, ancient civilizations, and the 
painful journey from ignorance to 
enlightenment since the man-made 
Deluge. 176 pp.

Postpaid - *8 - Order from

FORBES NICHOLS, Publishing
Box 996, Pocatello. ID 83204

— Free Catalog--------------------------

LIGHT OF MIND
Cu/itc Ъм.

\ЛсА
Contact your higher-self and transform your 
life! Send for our FREE color catalog/magazine. 
Includes interesting self-help articles, and a 
huge selection of life-changing audio tapes. 
You'll find everything from meditations to 
past-life therapy to subliminais and New Age 
music. Whether your goal is prosperity, 
self-healing, a slim figure or awakening 
enlightenment — our tapes really work! Write 
or phone today:

LIGHT OF MIND, Dept. FT8C 
Box 280, Topanga, CA 90290 

1-800-824-4000, Ext. 918 

“drugging” effects such materials 
are supposed to possess.

* ♦ *
44TT SEEMED that if these

A[drug-sensitive] pathways had 
evolved, it was not that nature had 
cocaine in mind,” Antelman told 
Brain/Mind Bulletin. Instead, they 
reflected the body’s readiness to 
cope with stress. Stress is Antel­
man’s primary interest. He does not 
look upon drugs as pharmocologi- 
cal agents but as stressors — like 
foreign bodies.

The long-range effect of drugs on 
the body, even in minute amounts, 
is influenced by the time it takes the 
body to develop a proper response. 
In Antelman’s view the significance 
of his work is not the discovery of 
the minute dose claim but a revolu­
tionary view of the importance of 
timing the administration of drugs 
and medicine.

If antidepressants must be taken 
for several weeks before their effects 
are seen, Antelman contends that 
they would be just as effective if 
given in widely spaced doses. This is 
because the system needs time to be 
primed. A double-blind study at 
Antelman’s institute undertook to 
give severely depressed volunteers 
two doses of a powerful antidepres­
sant one day apart, then nothing for 
11 days. Although the drug disap­
peared from the blood after three 
days, the clinical effect was stronger 
on the 11th day than when it was 
present in the bloodstream. Oddly



SEE BY THE PAPERS 15
enough, Nature has reported on the 
work of Antelman and his col­
leagues with none of the cultural 
shock that was occasioned by its 
reports of the Benveniste experi­
ments although Antelman's work 
also has provoked considerable con­
troversy.

00
DR. WILLARD'S WATER

THIS IS the report of “catalyst 
altered water” which was acci­
dentally discovered about 17 years 

ago by Dr. John Wesley Willard, 
formerly professor emeritus at the 
University of South Dakota School 
of Mining and Engineering. Dr. 
Willard’s water is not a secret; it was 
even featured on 60 Minutes, the 

CBS news commentary show. I 
don’t know how Dr. Willard hap­
pened to manufacture his water but 
he began to learn about its odd 
properties when he accidentally 
burned himself and plunged his arm 
into the water for relief. The pain 
went down immediately and the 
burned area later healed without a 
scar.

Dr. Willard soon discovered that 
his water stimulated plant growth 
even when greatly diluted. South 
Dakota farmers found that it in­
creased crop yields when sprayed 
on their fields. Ranchers who in­
cluded the water in their livestock’s 
daily food reported the animals 
were healthier and more resistant to 
stress.

MOMENT OF TRUTH: SSSSSUh
The most convincing... the most moving 
near-death experience video ever made!

Here is a true-life report of one of the deepest penetrations ever made into the other world of the 
near-death experience. This 55-minute production presents the astounding personal experience of 
Jayne Smith, a leading lecturer and TV spokesperson on near-death research. It establishes her 
credibility and absolute integrity, reveals messages she was given "on the other side" and gives her

thoughtful interpretation of what the near-death phenomenon means for 
our life on earth.

Dr. Kenneth Ring, leading scientific researcher in near-death studies at 
the University of Connecticut. Department of Psychology, and author of 
Life at Death and Heading Toward Omega, says: "MOMENT OF 
TRUTH is far away the best and most inspirational video document that I 
have ever seen on the subject and clearly the most carefully crafted."

Send for MOMENT OF TRUTH today! 
Specify VHS or Beta

$39.95
Plus $4.00 P/H U.S.A., $6.50 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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CHAING MAI 
TRADING 

1470E. 43rd Ave Dept. F 
Eugene, OR 97405

THEOSOPHY
Free literature. Study courses

MARCHETA HENRY
P.O. Box 5, Weaubleau, MO 65774

“FREE CATALOG”
The Magickal Store for all your Occult 
& Witchcraft needs: Books. Tapes. Meta­
physical & Ritual Supplies, Oils. Herbs, 
Stones, Candles, Pyramids. Crystals. 
Jewelry. Incense, and much more.

The Bell Book & Candle
P.O. Box 5886
Rocky Point. NY 11778

The Arising 
WORLD DICTATOR

IDENTIFIED
We are astoundedl
That shall you also be as you peruse these 

revelations which rival the Biblel
NEVER BEFORE has there been such an amass­

ing ol prophetic measures underscored by events. 
Spellbinding is its build-up! When this you have 
perused, you will say with us: "Now we know!"

Are we not on the horns of a dilemma? Madden­
ing problems seem to defy solutions! Is a "super­
intelligence" on the horizon? Or world war? Is a 
Dictator in the making? Read . . . then shall you 
know the awesome answer!!

The sick see a doctor. Our world is seriously 
"sick" . . . where is the “doctor?" Behold his 
arising!

Send for your copy TODAY!
SHEPHERDSFIELD

R.R.4, Box 399. Dept. F 
Fulton, MO 65251

$4.00 will help cover costs. No. C.O.D. orders. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

MIKKEL DAHL

Dr. Willard’s water contains 
“very minute” quantities of organ­
ically-derived ingredients and var­
ious kinds of salts natural to the 
body’s tissues. All substances are 
bound together and organized by 
electrostatic forces but these forces 
are greatly increased in the catalyst- 
altered water and there is an altera­
tion of the molecular structure. This 
results in heightened responsiveness 
of chemical reactions, change of the 
water’s surface tension and an im­
provement in the water’s penetrat­
ing ability.

All sorts of marvelous things are 
credited to Dr. Willard’s water but 
there are two claims that seem rele­
vant to the Benveniste work. One is 
that the bonding of water can be 
altered by the addition of certain 
materials which affect its electro­
static properties. The other is that it 
seems to have similar dramatic ef­
fects even when it is greatly diluted.

00
A MIXED BAG

Homeopathy was more 
popular in the United States at 
one time than it is today. There are 

comparatively few practitioners left 
in this country and no medical 
schools emphasize it although a 
number of physicians trained in 
allopathic medicine seem to be at­
tracted to it. In Great Britain, on the 
other hand, 42 percent of the general 
practitioners surveyed by the British 
Medical Association in 1986 re-



This long awaited beautiful Golden Bronze Coin Medallion is being offered 
first and exclusively to readers of FATE Magazine, before sale to coin deal­
ers or the general public. A limited minting for World-wide distribution, 
assures rarity and should lead to increasing future value. No additional 
Coin Medallions will ever be struck! Each Coin Medallion is accompanied 
by a numbered Certificate of Authenticity! The front pictures an Alien as 
described in hundreds of reported encounters. The back shows a classic 
Flying Saucer reported in thousands of sightings. (Shown above in Gold 
plated medallion holder.)

This handsome superbly crafted Golden Bronze Coin Medallion has a 
rich golden color and a reeded edge, similar to monetary gold coins. It is 
Golden Bronze throughout, not plated, and will not tarnish under normal 
usage. It is a wonderful conversation piece for coin collectors and all per­
sons interested in the UFO phenomenon. It is a unique and unusual gift 
for Birthdays, Christmas or any other gift giving occasion! A custom de­
signed Gold plated medallion holder and 24 inch, triple linked Gold plated 
chain (shown in part above) is available for neckware.

Carried in your pocket, worn around your neck or displayed in your coin 
collection, this Golden Bronze Coin Medallion, is sure to bring interest and 
attention from all who see it! It has a substantial (one ounce) heavy feel 
and each Coin Medallion comes protected in a clear plastic display pouch. 
Our discounted price to FATE readers is $12.95 per Coin Medallion, 
$24.95 in Gold plated medallion holder and neck chain, plus $2.00 per 
Coin Medallion for FIRST CLASS postage and handling, U.S. and Canada 
($4.00 Foreign). Limited quantity available, order early to avoid disap­
pointment. Make check or money order payable to: THE ALL BRIGHT 
MINT. Please allow three weeks for delivery. Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
full refund of purchase price when returned within ten days. Thank you 
for your order.

☆☆☆ THE ALL BRIGHT MINT, P.O. Box 11400, Chicago, IL 60611 ☆☆☆
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Beauty Care by the Stars
You were bom with a gift of beauty — as written in the stars. 
Stay beautiful the natural way, as the stars intended.

For your one-month supply of three assorted beauty aids, 
send birth date and $29.95 to:

Ideal, unique birthday present for

The Sea Gods After Atlantis
At last a book which 
sheds new light upon 
the mystery of At­
lantis. In print for the 
first time is an ac­
count of preparations 
made by a few en­
lightened scientists 
in adapting humans 
to ensure that some 

would survive the fall of their civilization. 
Here is the history of those survivors who 
formed the nucleus of a new race, their 
philosophy and their continuing cultural 
achievements as told by one of their des­
cendants to the writers. 384 pages. 8Vix5’A. 
Hardcover. $24.95 pp. Softcover, $16.95 pp.

INTAGLIO PUBLISHING
Box 2369 

Ferndale WA 98248 

ferred patients to homeopathic 
physicians. In India there are 120 
five-year homeopathic schools.

The British royal family has relied 
on homeopathy for generations. In 
1986 the British Medical Associa­
tion issued a report commissioned 
by Prince Charles on “complemen­
tary therapies” and reported that 
alternative treatments were ineffec­
tive except as a placebo. The Octo­
ber 18 issue of the important British 
medical journal Lancet, however, 
reported that a double-blind study 
by Glasgow University researchers 
showed that homeopathic remedies 
were significantly more effective 
than placebos in treating allergies.

00
WHAT IS HOMEOPATHY?

IF YOU follow the Benveniste 
controversy in the pi ess, you are 
bound to come away with a dis­

torted idea of homeopathic medi­
cine. Virtually the only description 
of it is that homeopathic physicians 
believe in giving only minuscule 
doses of medicines — and then let it 
go as if that’s all there is to it. But 
right or wrong there’s an interesting 
rationale in the practice.

Homeopathy was developed and 
first given practical application by 
Samuel Hahnemann of Leipzig, 
Germany, at the beginning of the 
19th Century. It is based on the 
fundamental principle of the “law 
of similarities” — that like is cured 
by like. When Hahnemann devel-



Are you searching 
for answers in Life?
What is Life? After the passage of 

thousands of years and the countless 
lives of thinking men, still no satisfac­
tory answer has been found. How can 
one approach Life? We all want to live 
a little better, to survive more easily, to 
achieve personal goals. Some may 
wish to reach a little further, to become 
the best that they can possibly be. Is 
there an answer?

It may seem too simple, but all of the 
most basic truths are simple ones. The 
actual fundamentals of Life have been 
isolated!

Act now. Learn the actual truths of 
Life. You are entitled to a sense of hap­
piness and well being. You can attain 
your goals in Life if you know the rules 
of Life. Send in today for your free 
booklet on Scientology philosophy and 
the natural laws of Life. Just fill out the 
coupon below. Abandon your search. 
The answers have been found and you 
can know them.

SCIENTOLOGY
I VF4 Please send me a

I L T free booklet about
Scientology.

NAME.

ADDRESS.

■ Send to:
I Scientology Information Center
I 1404 North Catalina Street
I Los Angeles, California 90027.

CITY.

STATE. .ZIP.

TELEPHONE.
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L U V U L I T Е
READ CRY8TAL ENLIGHTMENT • FREE CATALOG 

KxWwri CoAKtton, 1813 Chrim Ro»d «333, Sm Hxrino, CA 8UM

FIRST TIME EVER U.S.A.I 
Learn the Ancient Secrets of 

"BONSAI MAGICK" 
Now you can own a

“MAGICAL WISHING TREE” 
(The Living Magick"" Bonsai) 

Ancient rituals included for love, health, protec­
tion. etc. Use to control your destiny and make 
your wishes come true. FREE color brochure. 
Send stamps or $1.00 postage to:

"BONSAI MAGICK USA"
P.O. Box 2192, Halesite, NY 11743

RON WARMOTH'S PREDICTION NEWSLETTER
A psi-dowseTs monthly commentary on economic and 
world events. From the stock market to market place to 
personal prosperity. Plus how-to section. $35 yr.. $2 
sample. Box 4037, Loe Angeles, CA 90078.

руяа» we 
Scaled Repico of Purest

me Great Pyramid/ Quartz
of Cheops Crystal

Combined
Power of the Pyramid 
Energy of the Crystal

Thh trique necklace Is enhanced by a 18 inch 
Sterling Slver Chain.

Capture the Power
Introductory offer Only $29.95 Postage Pad 

MOI Check or Money Order to: 
Trinity Enterprise Co. P O. Box 637 

Sierra Mode. CA 91024 
Alow 4-6 weeks for delivery 

oped his theory, medical men al­
ready had observed that when qui­
nine was given to a healthy person 
he reacted with the same symptoms 
produced by malaria. Therefore 
Hahnemann theorized that quinine 
should be used to treat malaria and 
of course it is still the preferred 
treatment for that disease.

From that point the homeopathic 
physicians proceeded to observe the 
effects of various drugs on various 
patients and when they found one 
that produced the same symptoms 
as the disease it became the pre­
ferred treatment for that disease.

Homeopathic physicians still 
seem to have retained a cautiously 
experimental approach, however. 
In their drug and medicine evalua­
tions they “prove” their worth by 
testing them upon healthy persons 
of both sexes in gradually increasing 
doses.

Most homeopathists, according 
to the Encyclopedia Britannica, “be­
lieve in the action of minute doses of 
medicine. However, the American 
Institute of Homeopathy of the 
United States adopted the following 
resolution and ordered it to be 
published conspicuously in each 
number of the Transactions of the 
Society: ‘A homeopathic physician 
is one who adds to his knowledge of 
medicine a special knowledge of 
homeopathic therapeutics. All that 
pertains to the great field of medical 
learning is his by tradition, by inher­
itance, by right.’ ”



YOUR PASSPORT TO THE ASTRAL PLANE:
THE LLEWELLYN 

ASTRAL PROJECTION KIT 
Magical Key to Inner Powers

Astral Travel
Yes! Your l-Consciousness can safely & 
easily leave the physical body to travel to 
distant places, visit friends & family, meet 
absent lovers, even communicate with spirit 
beings.

It’s a true New Age Power
Until recently the Out-of-Body-Experience 
was rare outside of esoteric groups and the 
natural attainment of mystics. Now, in the 
New Age, more people are having OOBEs; 
science is studying it; courses are given; 
books are proliferating. Fear and ignorance 
about AP are replaced by knowledge and 
eagerness for personal experience.

Planetary Consciousness
Why project? Because you must evolve! You 
gain greater understanding & Wisdom as 
you perceive this world from a higher per­
spective and with the unfettered senses of 
your astral body. Just as the world has become 
a Global Village with our increased communi-

THE LLEWELLYN DEEP MIND TAPE
This 90-minute cassette tape was designed 
by Denning & Phillips to combine directed 
exercises with guided imagery and synthe­
sized sounds to help you Astra) Project.

THE ASTRAL PROJECTION CARD
A special tratak mandala of Rashing Colors 
and spatial imagery is a visual Gateway for 
your entry into the Astra) World.
The D & P PROGRAMMED CRYSTAL 

Charged by Denning & Phillips, this natural 
quartz Crystal opens new psychic circuitry 
to release the Astral Body.

THE AROMATIC KEY MAGICAL OIL 
This scented oil stimulates the psychic cen­
ters and loosens the etheric bonds.

THE AP INSTRUCTION BOOKLET 
Complete instructions on how to use all of 
the items in this kit for maximum results.

if priced separately, these six items would 
cost you over $25.00. Order now at this 
special price of only $19.95 plus postage 
and handling.

why of AP.

cation power, so must we expand our aware- i 
ness into the astral dimension to realize the 
next step into planetary consciousness.

It Can Be Learned
Knowledge is Power! Just as AP can bring 
you greater Success & Happiness in this 
life through Higher Knowledge, so we have 
gained in our ability to teach it as a skill that 
anyone can master following a step-by-step 
program. To that end, we have developed a 
Kit with proven techniques and aids to open 
your Gateway to the Astral Worlds.

YES! 1 want to expand my creative potential! 
Please send me THE Llewellyn ASTRAL 
PROJECTION KIT. 1 have enclosed $19.95 
U.S. funds only (MN res. please add 6% 
sales tax) and $2.00 for shipping and hand­
ling. Expect four to six weeks for delivery.

Name
Address
City
State, Zip
□ Check here to receive FREE copy of our 
catalog of books and products.
Major credit cardholders call: 1 -800-THE- 
MOON toll free to place order. From Canada call 
1 -aOO-FOR-SELF (M-F, 8:30 am-9.00 pm CST).

LLEWELLYN PUBLICATIONS, 
P.O. BOX 64383-1051, 

St. Paul, MN 55164-0383

The Llewellyn Astral Projection Kit includes:

THE LLEWELLYN PRACTICAL GUIDE 
TO ASTRAL PROJECTION

Over 100,000 students have already used 
this 260 page Guide written by acknowleged 
adepts, Denning & Phillips—a complete 
introduction to the how, the what and the
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UFO CRASH
•k AT AZTEC b

— A well kept Secret

Government documents finally revealed!! 612 
pages filled with TOP SECRET data about this 
disc-shaped craft recovered by OUR govern­
ment containing 16 small human-like bodies. 
Highest ranking Military and Scientists in­
volved! This book covers seven years of 
research which will leave little doubt in your 
mind about the knowledge and research our 
government has kept TOP SECRET for many 
years! DISCOVER THE TRUTH!

Send $21.95 postpaid by check or Money 
Order to:

AMERICA WEST-DEPT 5, 
P.O. BOX K, BOULDER, CO 80306

REALITY OF CONSCIOUSNESS
By John G. Elliott, D.A., M.S., M.L.S.

A book with an unusual point of 
view. Many everyday anxieties can 
use the help offered in its pages. It 
tells how you can develop the desire 
for conscious use of this method in 
overcoming disharmony, etc., in 
your life. People who are turned off 
by philosophical jargon will be de­
lighted in finding a book with lan­
guage that is plain and to the point.

$8.95 soft cover. $11.95 hard cover.
Add $1.00 postage.

Order direct from publisher:

GIBSON-HILLER CO.
P.O. Box 22-F, Dayton, OH 45406 

THE POLAR CONTROVERSY 
AFTER THIS lapse in time it is 

difficult for us to imagine the 
furor and controversy created by 
the race to reach the North Pole in 
the early part of this century. This 
culminated in the widely-accepted 
claim of Robert E. Peary that he 
had reached the coveted goal on 
April 6, 1909. Mitigating the ac­
claim with which Peary’s news was 
greeted were the contradictory 
claims of Dr. Frederick A. Cook, a 
Brooklyn physician-explorer whose 
many vociferous supporters be­
lieved he had beaten Peary in the 
race to the top of the world.

Dr. Cook’s claims were pretty 
much discredited by expert pole 
watchers who felt that he had not 
provided sufficient proof of his own 
exploits although he had done sub­
stantial exploration in the far north. 
When Dr. Cook later died in prison 
having been sentenced for mail 
fraud, most of his ardent partisans 
retired from the fray. There was 
fierce controversy between these 
two men with powerful partisans on 
both sides. Eventually, Peary’s par­
tisans proved to be more powerful 
than Cook’s and the accolade went 
to Peary following the lead of the 
National Geographic Society.

Lost sight of in the controversy 
was the fact that Peary’s proofs 
were no more convincing than 
Cook’s. The September 1988 issue 
of the National Geographic (not yet 
published as this is written) amends



WHAT DOES YOUR HANDWRITING 
SAY ABOUT YOU?

Will it reveal hidden traits that can bring you money... success... love... happiness?

CHARLES HAMILTON
the world’s leading handwriting expert 

now offers you a 

FREE
HANDWRITING 

ANALYSIS
handwriting 

First—write your signature at the top of the will be analyzed 
with the same skills 

of 'UphoioJiui’aMiys.t0 Диг s^“úre “ used for celebrities 
'Дишу '.hte-'bSt 'it hte"*s7he “"том ап^ world leaders
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Explore Astrology
on a Computer .0
• Learn the basics with a fun-to-use, ao^t

$40 Aslro-Scope program. о
• Master the complexities with 0° °0o°o 

superb Nova calculation software.
• Pay for your computer selling high- o°o 

quality character, compatibility, Oso 
forecast and numerology reports. ° о o°°

Phone 1-800THE NOVA for free catalogs 
(phone 617/255-0510 i " '

ASTROLABE
BOX 28, DEPT. 18 <
ORLEANS, MA 02653 x

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts 
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly 
and juvenile works, etc. New authors welcomed. 
Send for free, illustrated 40-page brochure F2 
Vantage Press. 516 W. 34 St.. New York, N.Y. 10001

flb Change
Your Life

Let me help you find liberation from 
negative conditions, and achieve total 
success at all levels of your life, quickly 
and easily.
I offer special training in Genuine 
Occultism, books, cassettes, personal 
spells and metaphysical prayer rituals. 
All of my services and items are 
designed to help you receive what you 
desire.

Free information packet-write: 
William Alexander Oribcllo

P. O. Box 40083 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
or call (215) 236-0863

★ ★ 

the record of the society’s own part 
in this somewhat unwholesome mat­
ter. The magazine commissioned 
Wally Herbert, an experienced Brit­
ish polar explorer, to research the 
entire record of Peary’s expedition 
and set matters straight. The New 
York Times published a summary 
of Herbert’s report in its national 
edition of Monday, August 22.

* ♦ *

WHOLLY aside from Herbert’s 
research, a 1973 book by Den­
nis Rawlins (author of “sTAR- 

BABY,” October 1981 Fate) states 
that Peary never took astronomical 
observations to determine the drift 
of the ice flows over which he was 
traveling. Rawlins, who is an expert 
in planetary motions, also contend­
ed that Peary’s sun sightings after 
his supposed arrival at the pole 
could have been faked.

Herbert’s analysis seems to deva­
state Peary’s claims although the 
Times article by John Noble Wil- 
ford charitably withholds final judg­
ment. Following are some of the 
points made by Herbert: 
•Peary’s navigational records were 
“astonishingly slack.” 
•Peary’s handwritten diary offered 
no record of the 30 hours he and his 
companions spent in the vicinity of 
the pole. Several pages were blank. 
The entry for April 6 made no 
mention of the Pole. Instead, a 
loose leaf had been inserted, “The 
Pole at last!!!”
•When Matthew Henson, Peary’s



Have You The Courage To 
Be Lucky, Loved and Rich?

GUARANTEED GOOD FORTUNE WILL COME YOUR WAY !
Get Everything You Want With 

THE MOST POWERFUL TALISMANS IN THE WORLD!
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MOONSTONE PRODUCTS 
“SPECIALIZING IN THE 

UNIQUE AND UNUSUAL"
- Exotic Incense - Handmade Runes
- Books - Tapes - Crystals - Candles
- Quality perfumes, oils & essences

- Personalized astrology 
and numerology reports

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOGUE:

BOX 161, DEPT. Г. 
HARBOR CITY, CA 90710

HAVE YOU EVER
HAD A DREAM

THAT CAME TRUE?
If You Answered YES — You MUST read
DREAMS OF HISTORY THAT CAME TRUE

256 Pages packed with prophetic dreams 
ot Lincoln; Patton; Hitter, Churchill; Pontius 
Pilate's wife; Napoleon; Marie Antoinette; 
King Thutmose IV; Joan of Arc; Mark Twain 
and dozens more. All are fascinating—and 
TRUE! SEND $8.95, plus shipping-handling: 
$1.00 U.S A $2.00 foreign. Order from:

DREAM RESEARCH
P.O. BOX 1142, TACOMA, WA 98401 

associate, who accompanied him on 
the polar trip, went to shake his 
hand on the accomplishment, Peary 
turned aside “with both hands cov­
ering his eyes.”
•Herbert reports “doubts creep in” 
because there are no details in the 
record of wind speed, weather, or 
ice conditions, or any systematic 
position checks based on observa­
tions of the sun and planets for 
latitude and longitude.
• Herbert noted a “surprising con­
sistency of the handwriting” in the 
diary.
•Peary’s chronometer was 10 min­
utes fast. Peary was not aware of 
this critical navigational error. 
•Herbert found no evidence that 
Peary corrected his course for de­
tours or made corrections to ac­
count for the westward drift of the 
ice.
•In consequence of all this, Herbert 
estimated Peary could have missed 
the pole by 30 to 60 miles.

Experts have always found it dif­
ficult to believe that Peary could 
have traveled 296 miles from a base 
camp to the pole and back in less 
than eight days. “This works out 
(adding a modest 25 percent for 
detours) at 71 statute miles a day 
—nothing less than phenomenal!” 
Herbert wrote. “No explorer, before 
or since, has claimed such distances 
across the Polar ice pack over the 
same number of consecutive days, 
neither with dog teams nor even 
snowmobiles.” 
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NEWS & NOTES FROM IUR 

EVERY ONCE in a while the 
content of a magazine is so 

interesting it demands comment — 
or else can be allowed to speak for 
itself. This is surely the case with the 
May/June issue of International 
UFO Reporter, published by the J. 
Allen Hynek Center for UFO 
Studies.

Allow me:
From Paul Fuller’s article “Mys­

tery Circles: Myth in the Making”:
“During August 1983 the British 

Daily Mirror paid two farmers, 
Alan and Francis Sheppard, to hoax 
a quintuplet formation [of mystery 
circles] on their land at Westbury in 
Wiltshire. The aim of the hoax was 
to lure another British newspaper, 

the Daily Express, to report the 
hoaxed formation as the landing 
marks of a UFO. The Daily Mirror 
could then step in and expose the 
formation as its hoax, thus adding 
to the media furor surrounding the 
subject.

“Fortunately, this devious plan 
backfired and the Daily Express 
never publicized the formation. 
Both the farmers and the reporters 
involved later confessed to their 
involvement via local media 
sources....”

* * *
From Keith Basterfield and 

Robert E. Bartholomew’s article 
“Abductions: The Fantasy-Prone- 
Personality Hypothesis”:

“In an article in the July/ August

MAGICAL CRYSTALS
Advanced theorists suggest that the entire universe may be embedded 

in a crystal-like matrix and that this explains many occult mysteries. When 
one part of the matrix is affected all other parts are instantly affected 
because all are linked together.

If this theory is correct, these gorgeous lead crystal creations have a 
special resonance with the Crystalline Universe. This may explain why 
they work so well in dowsing and divining, for example. The research 
is still too new to know for sure—but the shining symmetrical beauty 
of these crystals offers exciting opportunities for their users.
THE PYRAMID: Stunningly beautiful desk ornament and paper­
weight, this crystal pryamid is said to gather in and focus power 
onto objects placed beneath it. Heavy 32% lead crystal stands 
60MM high (almost 2Уг"), weighs nearly one-half pound. Only 
$39.95 each, plus post.-handl.: $2.00 USA; $4.00 Foreign.
THE DOWSING PENDULUM: Shining and sparkling like enormous 
diamonds, these jewel-like ornaments are worn by many women 
as attention-getting pendants. Their mysterious dowsing powers 
may be due to their greater resonance with the universe. Heavy 
32% lead crystal pendulums 50MM long (almost 2"). Only $6.45 
each, plus post.-handl.: $1.00 USA; $1.50 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035



28 FATE

Have Everything! Some Have Nothing!

Learn to control the mysterious forces that 
>* rule your life and make them work for you1 
wl Problems’ Lonely? Find wealth, 
F happiness' Amazing results' 
» FKE псЛм latemaba- * aM| 
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MYSTICAL PENDANTS
Exquisitely crafted 

Imported 32% lead crystal

Brilliant and gem-like, these light­
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1987 issue of IUR, D. Scott Rogo 
lists three hypotheses to account for 
UFO abductions: the Lawson birth­
fantasy theory; Hopkins’ genetic- 
experimentation-by-aliens theory; 
and Rogo’s own ‘objectified-dream’ 
hypothesis.... How do the various 
hypotheses address these constants? 
We shall not concern ourselves with 
Lawson’s theory. It has fallen into 
disfavor and so will not be included 
further in this analysis.”

Comment and questions: I cannot 
resist commenting on the foregoing 
statement because it is so clearly a 
case of limiting the field and then 
declaring themselves the winner. 
With whom has Lawson’s theory 
fallen into disfavor? Is that a defini­
tive reason for dismissing it? (I call 
the authors’ attention to the fact 
that UFOs have also fallen into 
disfavor among certain authorities. 
Why has it fallen into disfavor? 
Does being in “disfavor” eliminate 
it from consideration? Is it possible 
that Lawson’s theory—described in 
an article he published in March 
1985 Fate—is partially correct and 
only partially incorrect? Is it possi­
ble that the same is true of the other 
two theories the authors examine?)

»»»
From Paul Fuller’s article “Mys­

tery Circles: Myth in the Making”: 
“...it is untenable to account for one 
unexplained phenomenon (the flat­
tened arable crop circles) with 
another unexplained phenomenon 
(UFOs)....”
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NOTES FROM ALL OVER
• Augusto Ruschi, 70, the Brazilian 
naturalist who was critically ill of 
toad poison and who apparently had 
been cured by Indian witch doctors, 
died of a liver disease that he said 
had come from touching poisonous 
toads. It’s not only Brazilian toads 
that are poisonous. In Hereford, 
Ariz., a five-year-old boy placed a 
highly toxic Colorado River toad in 
his mouth. He would have died, his 
doctors said, if he had arrived at the 
hospital five minutes later.
• In May 1987 residents of a new 
neighborhood in Bakersfield, Calif., 
were inundated with a plague of 
toads. Grace Luong told the Asso­
ciated Press, “We have a thousand 
toads in the backyard and there are 
too many of them to count in the 
front yard.’’Neighbors were attack­
ing them with brooms, vacuum 
cleaners and lawn mowers but hard­
ly making a dent. City officials were 
less than comforting when they 
promised that the toads would die 
in a few weeks for lack of food.
• Dr. Prem Misra, a Glasgow psy­
chiatrist, wants the British govern­
ment to ban stage hypnotism. He 
has treated 16 persons who contin­
ued to lapse into trance after being 
hypnotized in a theater, he said. 
One man kept smashing up bath­
rooms because he believed his bot­
tom was stuck fast to the toilet seat. 
Another took his clothes off in 
public every time he heard a 
handclap.
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• Of all the unlikely charges is one 
recently made by Jim Brown, an 
evangelist at Psalms 150 in South 
Point, Ohio. According to the Hous­
ton Chronicle, the Reverend Brown 
claims that the Mr. Ed television 
theme song, “A Horse Is a Horse,” 
conveys a salanic message aimed at 
unwary listeners. If the record is 
played backwards, Brown says (pre­
sumably with a straight face), one 
can make out “the source is Satan” 
and, he also says, “someone sung 
this song for Satan.” Despite the 
obvious consideration that very few 
people besides Brown play phono­
graph records backwards, Brown’s 
parishioners burned record albums, 
cassettes and other rock and coun­
try music paraphernalia playing the 
devilish theme music. All the while 
they were singing their theme song 
“Oh How I Love Jesus.”
• A new technology developed by a 
company in Beaverton, Wash., pro­
vides positive identification at the 
highest level of security, it is 
claimed. A company called “Eye- 
Dentify” has developed a biometric 
retinal scanning technology which 
recognizes the retinal pattern with­
in the human eye—a biological 
characteristic “more unique than 
even a fingerprint.” In secure sys­
tems, the waveform representing 
the live eye signature is matched 
with the eye signature stored in the 
68000 microprocessor. Depending 
on the match, the person is either 
recognized or rejected.
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LAND OF THE 
DEAD SEA SCROLLS

This desolate and sun-baked area has yielded one of the 
most spectacular discoveries of biblical archaeology.

By Bill Clark

QUMRAN appears as a mirage 
shimmering in the desert sun. In­
variably, I come upon these ancient 

ruins after a long hike across the bibli­
cal Wilderness of Judah, the barren 
landscape which falls east and south of 
Jerusalem.

My work as a wildlife biologist 
brings me this way several times a 
year. I “inspect” the desert — check­
ing the impact of Bedouin goat herds 
on the sparse vegetation and monitor­
ing the populations of gazelles, ibex, 
hyena and leopard, which eke exis­
tence from this hostile land.

The way from the Holy City, 
perched with its spires, golden domes 
and stone battlements on 2500-foot 
mountaintops, is downhill all the way. 
Initially the land slopes gently across

Cave shelters cut into rocky cliffs were 
part of the Qumran community. In such 
caves were found the wrapped parch­
ments called the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

an inclined plateau which supports a 
stubble growth of desert shrubs. At the 
eastern edge the plateau breaks apart 
into rugged “badlands” crisscrossed 
by deep, steep-sided canyons. I climb 
down into one of these canyons, for its 
sandy floor offers an easier route than 
the hand-over-hand climbing on the 
craggy upper slopes. It is also the best 
route for censusing wildlife, for they 
also use the canyon floor for passage 
through the mountains — and they 
always leave a trail which, if properly 
read, reveals their species, numbers, 
sex, speed and other important data.

The canyon wends down through 
some of the most spectacular land­
scape on earth. In places the canyon 
walls are worn smooth, sandblasted 
over the millennia by the unrelenting 
desert wind. The way twists, turns, 
and snaps back upon itself and plum­
mets ever more steeply. Cliffs soar 
thousands of feet overhead.

And with each step of my descent, 
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the thermometer makes an incremental 
ascent. Jerusalem, barely 20 miles 
behind, relaxes in a mild 80 degrees F. 
dry warmth. Here, near the mouth of 
the canyon, the thermometer reads 115 
degrees.

Nothing survives here for very long. 
Animals slip by in quick passage. Plants 
simply do not exist — there is no 

of religious ascetics destroyed by the 
Romans 1919 years ago.

Scholars are convinced that John 
the Baptist lived here and some are 
quite certain that Jesus spent time here, 
too. Qumran has also yielded human­
ity the oldest known texts of the Bible 
— the Dead Sea Scrolls.

And a thousand yards beyond

water, the heat is intense. But there are 
signs of former life. High on the cliff­
face there are caves which sheltered 
people thousands of years ago.

I round a sharp bend and immedi­
ately a broad and rocky plain spreads 
before me. Directly ahead of me just a 
few hundred yards away are the sun­
baked ruins of Qumran, a community 

Qumran lies the slate-colored leaden 
face of the Dead Sea itself which, at 
1324 feet below sea level, is the lowest 
point on the face of the earth. Not a 
creature stirs within its brine. There is 
a tomblike stillness enveloping the en­
tire landscape—oppressive heat, bright 
sun and a silence so pure and profound 
that the only sound I can hear is the 
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pulsing of my own blood.

THE ANCIENT parchment scrolls 
discovered four decades ago in 
cliffs scattered through the region 

evoked the first serious interest in 
Qumran since the Romans plundered 
it These scrolls are still being studied 
and to this day continue to astonish 

been opened and studied. What secrets 
still lie within the tightly-wrapped 
ancient parchments of the unopened 
scrolls must wait until the expert hands 
of skilled archaeologists unravel them. 
Nevertheless, those scrolls which have 
been opened are providing a constant 
wealth of information concerning the 
sect which wrote them and possibly

Qumran’s 2000-year-old ruins stand 
against the backqround of the Dead 
Sea, one of earth’s lowest points.

scholars by revealing more about an­
cient Israel during the time of Jesus.

More than 800 Dead Sea Scrolls 
have been discovered over recent dec­
ades, but fewer than 500 of these have 

vital insight into the foundations of 
Christianity.

Generally, scholars tend to agree 
that there were very close relation­
ships between the first Christians and 
Qumran’s Scroll sect, who are usually 
called Essenes. They shared many 
doctrines, had comparable social or­
ganizations, and had much similar lit-



Sightseers explore the ruins of 
Qumran, once a colony of the 
Jewish Essene sect, which 
sought purity in desert life.

urgies. But there were also points of 
disagreement

Some scholars think that Jesus may 
have been brought up in the Essene 
sect of Judaism, but later broke with it 
over the issue of separatism. The 
Essenes insisted on living separate from 
the rest of society in remote communi­
ties such as Qumran, while Jesus 
preached his disciples should “teach 
all nations.”

Archaeologists believe that Qumran 
was built on a modest rise above the 

northwest shore of the Dead Sea about 
a century before Jesus and that it served 
as headquarters for the monastic Es­
senes.

Several scrolls, known as the Man­
ual of Discipline, instruct Essenes on 
the behavior required of them. We can 
also refer to the writings of other an­
cient authors who reported on the ways 
of this extraordinary sect

Philo of Alexandria, writing at about 
A.D. 20, reports a Jewish sect called 
“Essaei” which numbered about 4000 
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members. They were “worshippers of 
God, yet they did not sacrifice animals, 
regarding a reverent mind as the only 
true sacrifice.” He wrote that they 
avoided cities but lived in villages, “to 
escape the contagion of evils.... They 
pursued agriculture and other peaceful 
arts; accumulated neither gold nor sil­
ver nor owned mines. No makers of 
warlike weapons, no hucksters or trad­
ers by land or sea, was [sic] found 
among them. Least of all were any 
slaves found among them for they saw 
in slavery a violation of the law of 
nature which made all men free breth­
ren.... They taught piety, holiness, 
justice, the art of regulating home and 
city, knowledge of what is really good 
and bad and what is indifferent, what 
ends to avoid, what to pursue — in 
short, love of God, of virtue and of 
man.”

He added that the Essenes lived in 
colonies where they welcomed any 
traveling member of their sect. Those 
colonies had communal storerooms, a 
communal dining hall and a commu­
nity secretary who received all the 
earnings and holdings of each mem­
ber, and distributed clothing and ne­
cessities as required to each member.

Other ancient writers, including 
Pliny the Elder, Eusebius, and Jo­
sephus, report similar modes of living 
and beliefs of this sect. Sonobody was 
really surprised when archaeological 
excavations at Qumran revealed a 
communal dining hall and other struc­
tures which fit precisely with the re­
ported social structure of the Essenes.

Also discovered was a large scrip­
torium or writing room — including 
the remains of reed pens and ancient 
inkwells which still had dried ink in 
them. Scholars agree that most, if not 
all, of the Dead Sea scrolls were writ­
ten in this room. Another room was 
found to be a pottery shop fully 
equipped to produce the finely crafted 
jars in which the scrolls were stored.

THREE MAIN branches of Juda­
ism existed at the time of Jesus: 
Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes. 

Scholars agree that Jesus was raised as 
a Jew, but probably not within the 
Pharisee or Sadducee branches, since 
he .was frequently at odds with these 
sects. This leaves the Essenes, a group 
whose lives and doctrines most closely 
resembled what was to emerge as 
Christianity. Indeed, Prof. David 
Flusser, an eminent scholar on this 
historical period, believes John the 
Baptist was a “dissident Essene.”

“It is sure that Jesus knew the Essene 
positions not only through John the 
Baptist, but that he met the Essenes 
themselves,” Professor Flusser said. 
Jesus knew the Essenes and criticized 
them, the scholar said, explaining that 
the Essenes called themselves the “sons 
of light” — a term also used by Jesus. 

One of the important Dead Sea 
Scrolls is entitled The War of the Sons 
of Light with the Sons of Darkness, 
relating a struggle between goodness 
and evil with goodness eventually 
conquering evil at the End of Days.

Ibis theme was one of the central 
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concerns of the Essene sect. They de­
liberately excluded themselves from 
general society and lived a strict life 
which demanded constant goodness 
and charity. They wanted to make 
their lives so like the coming Kingdom 
of God that when Doomsday did come, 
the transition to a perfect and holy ex­
istence would be relatively easy for 
them.

This separation from general soci­
ety is what Jesus criticized. Professor 
Flusser points to the Gospel of Luke 
16:1 -12 and observes lhai because we 
now know the Essenes referred to them­
selves as the “sons of light,” the pas­
sage that reads, “The children of this 
world are wiser than the sons of light,” 
becomes clear.

Rather than reject relations with 
wealthy people of the iniquitous out­
side world, Professor Flusser said, 
“Jesus recommends to his disciples to 
make friends from the wealthy in iniq­
uity.”

Despite this, there were many other 
points on which early Christians and 
Essenes agreed, and several scholars 
think that many Essenic beliefs and 
practices influenced early Christian­
ity. The Essenes, for example, prac­
ticed communal living and shared re­
sources, similar rituals and other as­
pects of daily life which were also 
common to the early Christians and 
described in the Acts of the Apostles. 
The Essenes practiced daily baptism in 
the same region of the Judean Desert 
where John the Baptist wandered for 
years. Certainly, many scholars argue, 

the Baptist must have had substantial 
contact with the Essenes and perhaps 
even lived at the Qumran monastery 
for a period of time.

Some argue that there is a good 
possibility that even Jesus lived among 
the Essenes through his adolescence 
and early manhood. Josephus records 
that the Essenes lived in communities 
of men who never married and were 
without children of their own. They 
replenished their numbers by admit­
ting to their communities “other 
people’s children, while they are pli­
able, and fit for learning.”

Could Jesus of Nazareth, a mere 
carpenter’s son who at the age of 12 
astonished the sages of the Temple in 
Jerusalem with his wisdom, have lived 
among the Essenes? The Gospels are 
silent on Jesus’ historical youth, so we 
can only speculate. Some scholars 
hope the matter will be resolved when 
somewhere among the unopened 
strolls a list of Esscnic membership is 
discovered. But whether such a scroll 
even exists is now unknown.

Among the scrolls found in the 
desert caves a round Qumran is a nearly 
complete copy of the Old Testament; 
only the Book of Ruth is missing. 
Carefully working through these an- 
cientHebrew texts, scholars have found 
that they are identical to the more re­
cent Hebrew texts upon which our 
English translations are based. This 
finding now completely discounts 
claims that the Hebrew versions have 
been edited and changed since antiq­
uity. Modem Bible readers are now
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assured that they read the same text of 
the Book of Isaiah, for example, that 
Jesus read in the Capernaum syna­
gogue nearly 2000 years ago.

Prof. Frank W. Cross, Jr., one of the 
world’s most renowned scholars on 
this period, said, “Dead Sea Scrolls are 
the most spectacular find” of biblical 
archaeology this century. “Although 
interpretation is still in progress,” he 
said, “the scrolls have proven to be 

extraordinarily valuable in helping to 
put the Gospels into perspective.”

Indeed, discoveries of certain texts 
at Qumran have helped scholars to 
distinguish between early Christian and 
Jewish Essenic writings. For example, 
a text known as the Testaments of the 
Twelve Patriarchs has long been known 
by scholars and considered to be a 
Christian text because of its extraordi­
narily Christian meaning and language.

Among siqhtseers to Qumran is an Israeli youth group. The ruins include a 
communaldining room, a writing room, storerooms and a pottery shop.
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But when a copy of the Testaments of 
the Twelve Patriarchs was discovered 
among the scrolls, it became evident 
that the authorship was pre-Christian. 
It also revealed the great relationship 
between Essenic and early Christian 
thinking.

Some scholars think that had it not 
been for the separatism issue and had 
the Essenes been more inclined to go 
out into the world and practice their 
beliefs in open society, they would 
have formed one of the most important 
elements in early Christian society. As 
it turned out, however, the worldliness 
of the Christian attitude brought that 
faith to a position of great stature in 
humanity. And the reclusive monasti­
cism of the Essenes resulted in their 
extinction.

The last known Essenes died among 
the 960 Jewish men, women and chil­
dren who held out for a full yearagainst 
the 15,000 soldiers of the Tenth Ro­
man Legion at Masada — about 40 
miles due south of Qumran.

Excavations by the late Prof. Yigal 
Yadin at the mountaintop fortress re­
vealed several Qumranic scrolls, thus 
confirming the historian Josephus’ 
claim that the Essenic “sons of light” 
—who counted slavery as “a violation 
of the laws of nature” — would not let 
themselves be taken as slaves by the 
Romans. Rather, they accepted sui­
cide — in their eyes martyrdom — 

instead of living in a bondage which 
would prevent them from keeping their 
faith.

* * *

THE DEAD Sea Scrolls are now 
preserved in a specially-built, cli­
mate-controlled repository, the Shrine 

of the Book, which is adjacent to the 
Israel Museum in Jerusalem. The care­
fully-preserved scrolls, which include 
the oldest copies of the Bible known to 
exist, are exhibited for public inspec­
tion but protected in uniquely designed 
cases. Copies of the scrolls are made 
available to scholars for study and re­
search.

The ruins of Qumran are also open 
to the public and visited by individuals 
and tour and pilgrim groups. The site 
is administered by the Israel National 
Parks Service. One need not retrace 
my long path across the Wilderness of 
Judah ю reach Qumran. The site is 
located near the highway which skirts 
the Dead Sea and is a stop for Egged, 
Israel’s national bus line.

But for those with the time, energy 
and some basic appreciation of hiking 
in the desert safely, the cross-country 
approach to Qumran is nothing short 
of spectacular. It is a walk back through 
millennia in quest of an important 
source of modem faith and cultural 
values amid the stark and beautiful 
landscape which has changed imper­
ceptibly during the past 2000 years.



Near 
Death 

Experiences 
Around 

the

What awaits us on the other side 
of death — different heavens for 

different peoples?
By D. Scott Rogo

THE FOLLOWING REPORT was 
sent to the Psychical Research 
Foundation (then located in Durham, 

N.C.) in 1973:

Twenty-five years ago I was seriously 
sick and was rushed to the hospital in a very 
serious condition for loss of blood caused 
by a hemonhage. In this weak condition 
the doctor decided on an exploratory op­
eration. As he gave me ether and I drifted 
into a deep sleep, I felt as though I were 
going to die. The sensation was not pain­
ful, but as though I felt a tugging and 
pulling as in a game of "tug-o’-war.” Fi­
nally a little light hovered over my still 
form and all my senses were transformed 
into this small light.... I, or rather this little 
light, flew around the operating room 
watching everything that was taking place. 
I soon tired of this and flew right through 
the window and not feeling any pain but 
rather a glorious free sensation.

Back in the early 1970’s nobody yet 
called such episodes “near-death ex­
periences” or NDEs. This term en­
tered the language only in 1975 when 
Raymond A. Moody’s Life After Life 
was published. The book sparked the 
beginning of serious scientific interest 
in the NDE. Dr. Moody, a philoso- 
pher-tumed-physician, contended that 
the NDE consisted of a number of 
universal features — features that 
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appeared in case after case.
But was the experience “real” or 

hallucinatory?
Between 1975 and 1985 research­

ers set out to answer this question. 
Psychologists and scientists interested 
in the NDE looked for NDEs reported 
by young children, studied the operat­
ing-room observations of surgical 
patients who nearly died, and surveyed 
persons in several countries. They 
concluded that NDEs seem to be wide­
spread in Western culture and that the 
pattern to which the experience con­
forms is independent of any known 
demographic variables.

Probably the first important inde­
pendent replication of Moody’s mate­
rial was published by Kenneth Ring, a 
University of Connecticut social psy­
chologist. Dr. Ring had read Life After 
Life and been fascinated by it, but he 
knew his colleague’s work was flawed 
because Moody had collected his cases 
haphazardly. Ring understood that 
only a purely random sample of cases 
could determine whether the recurrent 
features inherent in NDE reports were 
genuine components of the experience. 
So he and his collaborators began 
searching through hospital records in 
Connecticut to find patients who had 
suffered close calls with death. Other 
potential informants were contacted 
when they replied to notices the re­
searchers placed in the popular press.

Ring and his associates collected 
102 fresh NDE reports from the public 
and studied them statistically. They 
found, as Moody had in his less formal 

survey, that the specific features of the 
NDE do not unfold randomly but 
consist of five sequential stages. The 
more deeply persons enter the NDE, he 
found, the more stages they will expe­
rience.

The typical NDE begins when the 
experiencer feels overwhelming bliss 
and joy. These sensations were re­
ported by 60 percent of Ring’s infor­
mants. The second stage of the NDE 
(reported by 37 percent) entails leav­
ing the body, which is frequently fol­
lowed by the experience of traveling 
down a tunnel of darkness (described 
by 23 percent). The percipients often 
encountered a bright light either within 
the tunnel or near its end (16 percent), 
while 10 percent of the subjects found 
themselves entering into the light.
When Ring published his findings in 

1979, other researchers tried to repli­
cate the existence of these “core fea­
tures” of the NDE. In Great Britain Dr. 
Margot Grey conducted a similar sur­
vey and unearthed 32 NDE cases, to 
which she added nine reports from the 
United States. When she broke down 
her cases into their component fea­
tures, she found her data closely re­
sembled Ring’s.

In the United States two more sur­
veys wereconducted  in theearly 1980’s 
in an effort to find the core elements 
Ring had described. The first of these 
projects was reported by James H. 
Lindley, Sethyn Bryan and Bob Con­
ley of Evergreen State College in 
Olympia, Wash. After placing requests 
in the press and asking clinical-death 
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survivors to contact them, they amassed 
59 NDE reports. Other possible infor­
mants were contacted by word of 
mouth. After studying the cases’ 
component elements, Lindley, Bryan 
and Conley replicated the patterns 
previously isolated by Ring, but with 
one exception. While they confirmed 
the existence of the NDE’s five core 
features in their collection, they found 
that more persons perceived a beauti­
ful light than traveled down a tunnel.

The identical finding was reported 
by J. Timothy Green and Penelope 
Friedman who a year or so later pub­
lished a study of NDE cases collected 
in Los Angeles.

Since theearly 1980’s cases closely 
conforming to those originally pub­
lished by Moody have emerged from 
Italy, Spain, Argentina and Australia. 
The predictable pattern to which these 
cases conform suggests that whatever 
its nature, the NDE is a nearly univer­
sal phenomenon.

Or is it?

THE CLAIM that NDEs are the 
same in all cultures is widely ac­
cepted within the NDE-research com­

munity. For example, when Glen O. 
Gabbard and Stuart W. Twemlow, two 
Kansas psychiatrists, published their 
own study of NDEs and related out-of- 
body states in With the Eyes of the 
Mind (1984), they took issue with 
critics who maintained thatNDEsseem 
“programmed by the religious training 
and beliefs of the subject.” Gabbard 
and Twemlow replied that such skep­

tical speculations cannot explain why 
“NDEs have been shown to present a 
remarkable invariance across a variety 
of cultures, demographic and personal 
parameters.”

While it is true that similar NDE 
reports have been collected from South 
American and European cultures, it is 
debatable whether this represents a truly 
cross-cultural survey of the NDE. 
People who live in the United States, 
Italy and South America share many 
religious and cultural beliefs. When 
social scientists speak of a cross-cul­
tural phenomenon, this usually refers 
to a finding that is consistent either 
between Western and Eastern cultures 
or between Western and technologi­
cally-undeveloped (“primitive”) 
peoples. Ifwe employ the term “cross- 
cultural” in this manner, the picture 
changes radically.

Consider, for example, the work of 
Canadian anthropologist Dorothy 
Ayers Counts.

Since 1966 Dr. Counts has been 
engaged in field work in Papua New 
Guinea. On a 1981 trip she asked 
locals if they had ever undergone NDEs 
or known anyone who had.

It should be noted here that the 
Melanesian population of the country 
was converted to Christianity in the 
1940’s and 1950’s and younger gen­
erations have formal educations. The 
cosmology of Christianity, however, 
differs from the deep-rooted cultural 
beliefs of the Melanesians. Counts 
reports, for instance, that the concept 
of a unitary spirit or soul is inconsistent 
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with their traditions; Melanesians dif­
ferentiate between a person’s “spiri­
tual essence” and “shadow,” either of 
which may leave the body during sick­
ness.

Melanesian teachings on the after­
life do not resemble Christian ones 
either. In contrast to such notions as 
“being with God” or entering heaven, 
the Melanesians believe the spirit or 
shadow remains close to the commu­
nity where the deceased person lived. 
Neither do the Melanesians clearly 
differentiate between the living and 
the dead but see death in terms of a 
process rather than a specific event

Although these people believe in 
survival, Counts decided that their 
society was different enough from the 
West’s that a survey of Papuan NDE 
reports would be interesting.

One of her respondents was a young 
man. The cause of his clinical death is 
not clear from Counts’ report (pub­
lished in 1983) but his experience took 
place during a prolonged coma. There 
is no doubt that the townsfolk consid­
ered him dead because they had pre­
pared his grave before he revived. 
When he came out of his coma, the 
young man related an out-of-body 
voyage in which he met a fellow vil­
lager whom he recognized as the wife 
of a lay minister. She collapsed while 
delivering food to a neighboring town 
and the young man had no way of 
knowing of her death.

This is his account

The day I died I was very sick and was 

sleeping in my house. I died at noon [when 
the sun is high] and came back at six 
o’clock that afternoon [at dusk]. At the 
time I died there was a woman who hadn’t 
died. She cooked food and distributed it. 
But when I died my spirit met hers on the 
road.

When I died everything was dark, but I 
went through a field of flowers and when I 
came out every thing was clear. I walked on 
along the road and came to a fork where 
there were two men standing, one on either 
road. Each of them told me to come that 
way. I didn't have time to think about it, so 
I followed one of them.

The man took my hand and we entered 
a village. There we found a long ladder that 
led up into a house. We climbed the ladder 
but when we got to the top I heard a voice 
saying, "It isn’t time for you to come. S tay 
there. I’ll send a group of people to take 
you back.” I heard this voice but I couldn’t 
see his face or body.

I walked around trying to see him but 1 
couldn’t. But I saw the dead woman that I 
had met [earlier] on the road. I saw her 
leave me. I wanted to call out, “Hey, come 
back!” but I couldn’t for this house turned 
into a circle. I couldn’t see the man who 
talked to me [earlier] but I did see children 
lying [on platforms] over the door and 
windows. As I was walking around, trying 
to see everything, they took hold of me and 
took me back down the steps. I wanted to 
go back to the house but I couldn’t because 
it turned and I realized that it was not on 
posts. It was just hanging there in the air, 
turning around as if it were on an axle. If I 
wanted to go to the door, the house would 
turn and there would be another part of the 
house where I was standing.

There were all kinds of things inside 
this house and I wanted to see them all. 
There were some men working with steel 
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and some men building ships and another 
group ofmen building cars. I was standing 
staring when this man said, “It's not time 
for you to be here. Your time is yet to come. 
I’ll send some people to take you back. 
You cannot stay. This woman you saw 
coming here, it was her time and she must 
stay. But you must go back.”

I was to come back but there was no 
road for me to follow, so the voice said, 
“Let him go down.” Then there was a beam 
of light and I walked along it. I walked 
down the steps and when I turned to look, 
there was nothing but forest I stood there 
and thought if they have started mourning 
for me, I won’t go because the voice said, 
“Stand there and listen. If there is no 
mourning and no dogs howling, you go 
back. But if there is mourning, you come 
back.”

So I walked along the beam of light 
through the forest and along a nano w path. 
I came back to my house and reentered my 
body and was alive again.

Several features of this case re­
semble those described by Westerners 
who report NDEs: entering into dark­
ness, traveling to a bucolic realm and 
being ordered back to the body. But 
there are also differences. The experi­
ence sounds more prosaic than West­
ern NDEs and focuses on sights and 
sounds familiar to Melanesian life.

It appears that while some of the 
specific components of the NDE seem 
to be cross-cultural, the description of 
the experiences may reflect cultural 
differences. Counts found no evidence 
that Melanesians report out-of-body 
experiences or exhilaration during their 
NDEs, as Westerners typically do.

Because of the discrepancies be­
tween her findings and Western cases, 
Counts thinks her data undercut the 
belief that the NDE involves the re­
lease of the soul from the body. She 
suggests that such experiences may be 
special hallucinations (called hypna­
gogic images) which typically occur 
when a person is fluttering between 
waking and sleeping.

She writes:

Clearly, near-death and other types of 
visionary experiences are widespread cross- 
cultural phenomena that share some basic 
features. Also, clearly, the way in which 
people interpret these experiences is influ­
enced by the expectations that they have 
learned from the cosmological and philo­
sophical teachings of their particular cul­
ture. The culturally structured nature of 
these experiences is consistent with the 
explanation that out-of-body and near-death 
experiences are the result of a psychologi­
cal state known as hypnagogic sleep. The 
Kaliai data presented here suggest that this, 
rather than an objectively experienced “life 
after death," is the most reasonable expla­
nation for the phenomena. This is, how­
ever, only a small sample of cross-cultural 
data and ... no profound conclusions can 
be drawn from it Obviously there is aneed 
for researchers to collect cross-cultural data 
so that it will be possible to begin to sepa­
rate the culturally derived content of these 
experiences from the content that is shared 
by people regardless of their heritage.

* * *

Little research on the nde 
in non-Westem cultures has ap­

peared in the literature since Counts 
published her work in Anabiosis: The 
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Journal of Near-Death Studies. The 
one exception came in 1984 when J. 
Timothy Green published a cross-cul­
tural follow-through on his study of 
NDE reports from California.

After collaborating on that small 
but impressive survey, Green became 
a school psychologist on Guam and 
collected some retum-from-death re­
ports from the island’s indigenous 
Chammano culture. While one of his 
informants reported something similar 
to a Moody type of NDE, the others 
were less impressive. Some of the 
typical features of the classic NDE 
emerged in the cases he collected, but 
not consistently. Suspiciously miss­
ing from them were the typical core 
elements isolated by Ring and repli­
cated in Green’s own California study.

The following episode, for example, 
was reported by an elderly Filipino 
man living on Guam. When he was a 
boy he fell from a coconut tree and 
experienced “death.” Because the 
informant did not speak English, his 
report was given to Green through an 
interpreter. The translator related that, 
after falling from the tree, the percipi­
ent found himself walking on a road:

He kept on walking and walking [down 
the road] and he found a forest, and he kept 
walking in the forest and he found a man 
and the man was wearing all red and there 
were many children surrounding him. He 
says about 100 children. And the man was 
Jesus Christ and he had a cane and he 
touched them on the head in the middle of 
the forehead with the cane. The man who 
appeared like Jesus Christ said, “Where are 

you going?” And he [the informant] says, 
“There” [indicating a hill in the distance]. 
But the man who appeared as Jesus Christ 
told him, “No! ” And he kept on insisting to 
go by and Jesus Christ said, “No, go back 
there" [indicating the direction in which he 
had come].

This unusual case included one 
feature typical of the Western NDE 
reports: the survivor met a spiritual 
figure who sent him back to his body. 
But few of the core NDE components 
were to be found here.

“None of my respondents men­
tioned being out-of-body (although it 
may be implied), seeing their body 
[sic] from a position outside of [sic] it, 
tunnels or dark areas, lights or entering 
into the light,” Green wrote. “My 
sense is that there are more cases of 
NDEs on Guam and, if I am successful 
in documenting more NDEs, I will 
report more fully on them at that time.”

Unfortunately, no more has been 
heard from Green.

It is important to remember that 
Green collected only a handful of cases 
— too few on which to base firm con­
clusions. But some of his accounts 
curiously resemble Counts’ Melane­
sian cases, in which the dying patient 
often walked a road to the beyond 
instead of floating through a tunnel. 
This type of feature is conspicuously 
missing from Western cases where a 
tunnel or barrier to the next world is 
commonly encountered.

* * ♦

RELIABLE evidence suggests that 
NDEs represent the genuine re­
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lease of consciousness from the body. 
Some of this research has been pub­
lished by Emory University’s Dr. 
Michael Sabom who found that surgi­
cal patients often “see” their opera­
tions while out of their bodies and later 
describe them accurately to their phy­
sicians. Some of these observations 
seem inconsistent with the theory that 
they were imagining the scenes.*

Perhaps the out-of-body phase of 
the NDE is objectively real but the 
common visionary journey to “heaven” 
is not. Perhaps it is a visionary experi­
ence which takes place when the dying 
or nearly-dead individual leaves the 
body. This is not to say that the other-

•For details see Christopher Bloom's “Near Death and 
Out of the Body," February 1984 Fate. 

world voyage is purely hallucinatory 
but perhaps is something like a reli­
gious “revelation” coded into the NDE. 
A competing theory would be that NDE 
survivors really enter into the “higher 
worlds” during their experiences but 
perceive only those components that 
match their previous expectations.

We have no idea which of these 
interpretations is correct. We simply 
need to collect more NDE reports from 
non-Westem peoples before deciding 
which explanation best encompasses 
the experience.

In the meantime, however, let’s hope 
that those writers who state flatly that 
the NDE is cross-cultural will exercise 
caution in future pronouncements. The 
evidence does not support such a 
sweeping statement.

TWINS, MILES APART, DIE HOURS APART
"DORN JUST hours apart nearly 75 
.Dy ears ago, Ohio twins Ruth Stan­
ton and Rachel Garber died on May 8, 
1988, just hours apart. Ruth,ofTrot- 
wood, passed away at 7:16 P.M. at 
Good Samaritan Hospital in Dayton 
while Rachel died in the emergency 
room at Wayne Memorial Hospital in 
Greenville at 10:25 PM.

Rachel had been concerned about 
her sister who had been in the Dayton 
hospital nearly three weeks. A diabe­
tes sufferer, Ruth had had an emer­
gency appendectomy, then a stroke 
and apparent heart failure.

Rachel had lived at the Brethren 

Home in Greenville for four years. 
She had a heart condition, but rela­
tives just weren’t expecting any prob­
lems right then.

The women were bom June 13, 
1913, to EdwardandSalomaClawson 
in rural Preble County arriving just 
two hours apart. Rachel always said 
13 was her lucky number. Besides her 
birth date depicting 13, her maiden 
name had 13 letters and finally her 
funeral was held on Friday the 13th.

Ruth, who arrived first and died 
first, was buried first. The twins’ 94- 
year-old mother attended both 
funerals.
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HYPN-SIS
Scientists ask, if hypnosis can “cure” warts, can it affect 

other bodily afflictions, including the deadliest disease of all?
By Guy Lyon Playfair

6 6TTYPNOSIS and psychotherapy 
Alcan be used as a direct thera­

peutic agent in the treatment of organic 
diseases and not merely relegated to 
the minor position of a psychic tran­
quilizer,” Fair Lawn, NJ., hypnotist 
Dr. Howard B. Miller told a 1969 
convention on “Emotions and Malig­
nancy.” At the San Francisco conven­
tion he made it clear that he meant all 
types of organic disease, and he spe­
cifically mentioned four cancer cases 
form his own practice in which he had 
noted significant improvements, at least 
one of them involving a malignancy.

Dr. Miller’s suggestion seems to 
have gone largely unnoticed. In a book 
published in 1977, British psycholo­
gist H.B. Gibson protested that “no 
one in their [sic] senses” would even 
contemplate treating cancer with 
hypnosis. In the same year the notion 
was taken slightly more seriously by 

Kenneth S. Bowers of the University 
of Waterloo, Canada. Bowers told a 
conference about a case in which 
remission had “at least temporarily 
coincided with the use of hypnosis.” 
He went on to say that scientifically 
proving the effectiveness of this as a 
treatment for cancer would be a “logis­
tic nightmare” involving classification 
of patients according to degree of 
hypnotisability and type of disease, 
selection of a control group, and at 
least five years’ follow-up of treated 
patients. One has the impression he did 
not think this would ever happen.

The single case he referred to may 
have been the one mentioned by psy­
chologists Elmer and Alyce Green in 
their book Beyond Biofeedback 
(1977). Though reported secondhand, 
it gives a tantalizing glimpse of what 
might be possible. The patient was a 
terminal one, with a tumor in the blad- 
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der and secondary growths all over the 
body. When his colleagues had given 
up all hope of saving the man, a physi­
cian named as “Dr. H.” decided to try 
hypnosis. He found the patient to be 
one of the estimated five percent of the 
population who can enter the deepest 
trance state, in which verbal sugges­
tion can be most effective.

Using a simple fantasy-visualizing 
technique, he asked the patient if he 
could find the control center for the 
body’s blood supply. Yes, said the 
man, it was a kind of boiler room full of 
valves and pipes. The hypnotist then 
suggested locating the pipe that was 
carrying blood to the bladder tumor 
and simply turning it off.

The patient obeyed, and in due 
course (it is not clear how many ses­
sions were held) he was discharged 
from the terminal ward and sent home, 
his bladder tumor reduced from the 
size of a grapefruit to that of a golf ball. 
The story had a sad ending — despite 
the man’s dramatic recovery, his 
shrinking bladder tumor was accidently 
ruptured during a routine examination 
by another doctor and he died from 
peritonitis.

In a recent informal survey of my 
own, 1 was able to locate two British 
general practitioners who had used 
hypnosis on cancer patients—not as a 
“psychic tranquilizer” but as a means 
of direct attack on the symptoms. One 
had treated seven terminal patients and 
apparently brought about a dramatic 
change of course in two cases and 
some degree of improvement in the 

rest. The other told me somewhat 
reluctantly of a remarkable case in 
which a patient of his had undergone 
“spontaneous remission” of no fewer 
than six tumors after he had treated her 
only with hypnosis. He had been 
somewhat shaken by the experience 
and had not attempted it again, he told 
me. I had the impression that he felt he 
had done something wrong.

Speaking informally at a meeting of 
the Royal Society of Medicine in 1981, 
one of Britain’s most distinguished 
medical hypnotists, Dr. Gilbert Maher- 
Loughnan, noted that hypnotists have 
been able to remove warts since an­
cient times.

“If benign growths can be affected 
in this way,” he said, “I always felt in 
my heart that somewhere or other along 
the line something ought to be possible 
in the field of malignancy.”

As we shall see, something is in­
deed possible. Anecdotal accounts of 
single cases, however intriguing, are 
of little value to research. What are 
needed are large-scale, long-term stud­
ies. Here the doctor seeking to estab­
lish a case for hypnosis in cancer treat­
ment faces a number of problems in 
addition to those listed by Dr. Bowers. 
He must take a large number of pa­
tients with known medical histories, 
and a control group of similar size 
suffering from similar types of cancer, 
of which there are numerous varieties 
ranging from the harmless to the lethal. 
Toestablish the effectiveness of hypno­
sis, he should have a group or sub­
group of patients who receive no other 
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form of treatment. Denying a control 
group of a potentially effective treat­
ment is bad enough—denying cancer 
patients any conventional treatment at 
all would be ethically unthinkable.

It might be thought that there could 
never be valid scientific evidence for 
the efficacy of hypnosis as a form of 
treatment for cancer because in order 
to obtain such evidence the medical 
code of ethics would have to be vio­
lated. A way has been found out, 
hwoever, of this apparent impasse, and 
the credit is due not only to two enter­
prising researchers whose findings 
have received much less attention than 
they deserve, but also to a group of 
courageous patients.

IN 1982 THE American Journal of
Clinical Hypnosis published a pa­

per entitled “The Use of Hypnosis in 
the Treatment of Cancer Patients,” by 
Los Angeles clinical psychologist Dr. 
Bemauer W. Newton. It presented the 
results of the first undertaking of its 
kind to be published anywhere, in­
volving a total of283 patients, some of 
whom had been under observation for 
up to eight years. We need no longer 
speculate upon what “ought to be 
possible” — we can refer to what has 
been shown to be possible.

Newton’s method with the volun­
teer patients at his private clinic was to 
persuade them to play an active part in 
their own treatment He used a series 
of visualizations implanted under 
hypnosis. These enabled them to see 
“powerful healing forces” teaming up 

with whatever conventional treatment 
they were receiving. He provided 
patients with tape recordings which 
enabled them to enjoy the benefits of 
the hypnotically altered state at home. 
He also, in his own words, “tackled 
specific symptom problems through 
direct intervention with hypnosis.”

The problem of setting up a control 
group was solved by the patients them­
selves, who effectively set up not one 
but three. First there were what New­
ton calls the Unknowns — patients 
who dropped out after fewer than three 
sessions at his clinic and were not 
followed up. They cannot, therefore, 
be regarded as a genuine control group. 
Discounting the Unknowns, a total of 
162 patients remained. 57 attended 
more than three sessions but fewer 
than 10 and were considered by their 
therapists to have lost the will to live. 
These were named the Inadequates. 
The remaining 105 patients, the Ade- 
quates, had attended at least 10 hour- 
long sessions.

By 1982allbutl0ofthe Inadequates 
had died. That is, only 18 percent had 
survived. The survival percentage (for 
the Adequates) was exactly three times 
greater — i.e., 54 percent Moreover, 
within the Adequates there was a third 
self-appointed control group of 24 
patients who had received no orthodox 
medical treatment at all while attend­
ing Newton’s clinic or had abandoned 
it six months or more before they first 
attended. In no way therfore could they 
be said to have benefitted from the 
effects of any standard treatment dur­
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ing their course of hypnotherapy.
Fifteen members of this group were 

still alive and nine of them had been 
pronounced by their physicians to be 
“in full remission” — that is, appar­
ently cured. Newton found that the 
favorite “spontaneous remission” 
explanation was often used to explain 
his results, to which he would reply, “It 
seems to us that our occur at much 
greater frequency than appear in the 
population at large.” Pointing out that 
the very term is a confession of igno­
rance in itsel f, he added, “Perhaps what 
we are doing is just to stimulate those 
very processes that are operating with­
out intervention in those cases that 
seem to be ‘spontaneous.’ If all we are 
doing is to increase the frequency with 
which they occur, it is certainly worth 
the effort.”

Spontaneous remission of cancer 
does indeed occur, but not often. In a 
report published in 1966, T.C. Everson 
and W.H. Cole were able to locate only 
176 cases in the world literature from 
1900 to 1965, an average of fewer than 
three a year. Even allowing that some 
cases go unreported, for nine of them 
to turn up all at once in the same place 
is, to say the least, suggestive.

I asked Newton for his personal 
views on what it was that really cured 
his patients. Was it his skill and confi­
dence, their faith and perseverance, or 
the combination of hypnosis and visu­
alization? To my surprise, he denied 
the latter to be the major factor. Some 
patients, he told me, had done very 
well without any visualization at all.

“We are becoming convinced,” he 
went on, “that it is the profoundly 
altered state of consciousness that is 
the single most important factor, and 
that this is effective because it pro­
duces an extremely deep state of calm.

“Deep hypnosis,” he explained 
further, “on a continuously repeated 
basis produces this. It is in this pro- 
dound inner quiet that the normalizing 
of the psychological balance in the 
body can take place and healing can be 
maximized.”

* * *

BY ONE OF those coincidences so 
often associated with new discov­
eries, just as Newton’s program was 

getting underway a psychiatrist on the 
other side of the world was doing 
similar work. Even though this project 
was on a smaller scales, he was coming 
to precisely the same conclusion. Dr. 
Ainslie Meares of Melbourne, Austra­
lia, published the first of many papers 
on individual cancer cases in 1976 
under the uncompromising title “Re­
gression of Cancer After Intensive 
Meditation” (Medical Journal of Aus­
tralia 2, p. 184). by then Meares had 
already spent at least 15 years in search 
of the answer to the question “What 
makes the patient better?”

This was the title of an article he 
wrote in The Lancet (June 10,1961)— 
England’s leading medical journal — 
based on his experience of inexpli­
cable recoveries from a wide range of 
major diseases. “We are on the verge 
of some truth that we do not quite 
understand,” he concluded.
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The following year he announced 
in the same journal (January 20) that he 
thought he had found the answer. He 
called it “atavistic regression,” which 
he defined as “the process by which the 
mind ceases to function at a logical 
critical level, and reverts to a biologi­
cally more primitive mode of func­
tioning. “This,” he stated, “may, I 
believe, take place in all the diverse 
procedures which make the patient 
better.” He later coined the phrase 
“mental ataraxis” to denote total ab­
sence of disturbance.

Such a state could be induced by 
hypnosis, he noted, but so it could be 
without it He discovered this after 
some experiments for which he effec­
tively turned his consulting room into 
a modem version of the Greek sleep 
temples of Asklepios. The main dif­
ference was that whereas the Greek 
priest-healers made skillful use of 
suggestion, supposedly relaying mes­
sages from the gods themselves, 
Meares eliminated verbal communi­
cation altoghter and induced profound 
calm in his patients by demonstrating 
it himself. Once patients had experi­
enced it, they could reenter the state in 
their own time at home.

Meares, who died in 1986, did not 
live to publish detailed statistics on his 
cancer cases. Shortly before his death, 
however, he reckoned that out of more 
than 70 cancer patients whom he had 
seen more than 20 times, he could 
claim clear evidence for remission or 
retardation of tumor growth in at least 
20 percent. This did not mean all the 

rest were failures — like Newton, 
Meares found that virtually all patients 
experienced improvement in quality 
of life even if they did not survive.

I was intrigued to leam from Meares 
that like Newton he also had a group of 
patients who had received no form of 
conventional therapy at all. Their dis­
eases, he told me, “have regressed in 
quite extraordinary fashion.” Unfor­
tunately we may never leam more about 
these cases, but for any patients at all to 
improve without conventional treat­
ment must again be considered signifi­
cant. The fact that both Newton’s and 
Meares’ subgroups of untreated pa­
tients showed refnission rates far higher 
than could be predicted in the general 
population should be enough to gener­
ate some serious research into the 
healing properties of mental ataraxis. 
Whether this state is more effective 
without verbal suggestion, only time 
and a great deal of research will tell.

* * *

ONE PROBLEM faced by the ethi­
cally-minded hypnotist is that 
nobody can say with certainty just what 

can or cannot be done by the human 
mind to its own body. There are excep­
tions at either extreme: no hypnotist in 
his right mind would suggest the re­
generation of an amputated limb, for 
instance. On the other hand, most 
would agree that the “charming” of 
warts, especially on children, is recog­
nized as well within the limits of pos­
sibility. Where is the line drawn?

This modem doctor’ dilemma was 
concisely stated by Dr. C.A.S. Wink in 
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a letter to the British Medical Journal 
in 1961 (September 16). “In most 
cases,” he wrote, “emphatic and opti­
mistic assertions of cure by hupnosis 
[are] indefensible so long as the out­
come is in fact uncertain.”

Yet to go to the other extreme and 
take a more cautious approach was “to 
spike one’s own guns by undermining 
the authority behind one’s suggestion.” 
Wink was reporting a successful case 
of his involving a rare skin disease, 
which he had undertaken after reading 
anaccountofasimilar case from 1952. 
In that year Dr. Albert A. Mason shook 
the medical establishment somewhate 
by producing a partial cure, after a 
single session of hypnosis, of a disease 
previously considered incurable by any 
means. Later Mason revealed that he 
had only tackled the case because he 
mistook it for one of “multiple warts” 
and he knew he could cope with those. 
Had he known he was facing an “incur­
able” disease, he probably would not 
have attempted a cure. Hypnotists are, 
it seems, hypnotizing each other all 
the time and implanting suggestions 
both positive and negative as to what 
can be done and what cannot.

It is much too early to throw our 
hats in the air and claim that cancer can 
be cured by hypnosis just as easily as 
headaches can be cured by aspirin. A 
precedent has been set, however, and 
precedents are as important in medi­
cine as they are in law. If something 
has been done before, it can be done 
again. Now that the interaction of 
consciousness and self-healing mecha­

nisms has been given the name psy- 
choneuroimmunology and recognized 
as a field for research, more is becom­
ing known about how our brains and 
our natural defenses influence each 
other. New opportunities are opening 
for the hypnotist to design techniques 
for specific tasks, such as the mobil iza- 
tion of antibodies or killer-cells, pro­
teins and white blood cells that fight 
infection and cancer cells.

Another field requiring extensive 
research is that state of ataraxis, or 
profound calm, which both Meares 
and Newton identified as the major 
factor in their successful cases. How 
this can act as a direct therapeutic agent 
and not merely as a psychic tranquil­
izer is not yet known. The hypnotist is 
lucky, however, in that unlike any other 
medical technique, hypnosis can be 
effective even when neither patient 
nor therapist knows very much about 
what is going on. A vague suggestion, 
spoken or unspoken, can have dra­
matic effects. Somewhere deep in our 
brains there is a mechanizm thatknows 
what to do once it is mobilized. Para­
doxically, it can be mobilized in either 
of two contrasting ways — direct ver­
bal suggestion or silent stillness.

Each of these has been claimed to 
be responsible for the cure of a major 
organic disease. It can no longer be 
claimed that a sensible person would 
not attempt to treat cancer or any other 
major disease with hypnosis. Today 
no one in his right sense should fail to 
consider it, whether as complementary 
therapy or a direct agent.



QUIRKS OF FATE
by Harold Helfer

Thomas “Arkie” Shearer, owner of 
an auto parts store chain, had the last 
word in a courtroom battle against his 
ex-wife Barbara over money in Phoe­
nix, Ariz. He dropped dead on the 
witness stand.

•
Trent Hucks, a Fort Mill, S.C., vol­

unteer fireman who was voted fireman 
of the year by his colleagues, has been 
smoked out as someone not quite de­
serving of such an honor. He was ar­
rested as an arsonist. He confessed to 
starting some of the fires for which he 
was praised for fighting.

•
After arguing with her husband all 

night, a Broken Bow, Okla., woman 
decided to take her life. She fired a gun 
into the top of her mouth. It was a 
brainier thing than she realized. She 
received only a minor injury. A den­
ture plate slopped the bullet from going 
too far.

•
Donna Suarez, an impoverished 

widow of Panama City, Panama, whose 
husband was killed in an automobile 
accident and who had five hungry 
youngsters to look after, sliced open a 
watermelon and found inside a dia­
mond-studded wristwatch valued at 
$12,000.

Ocia and J.G. Tucker of Hartsville, 
Tenn., who were inseparable during 
their 70 years of married life, died on 
the same day. They were both 93 and 
died of the same ailment, cancer of the 
colon.

•
Alfred Powell was sharing memo­

ries with his church congregation on 
his 54th wedding anniversary when he 
kissed his wife affectionately on the 
cheek. Then he suddenly collapsed 
and died in her arms.

•
Danielle Marquan was seconds 

away from death when she came into 
the world at Lyon, France. The umbili­
cal cord had wrapped around the 
infant’s neck strangling her. Dr. Paul 
Giscard, who’d rushed to the Marquan 
home when notified of the emergency, 
managed to save the tiny girl. Seven­
teen years have gone by and the lives of 
Danielle Marquan and Dr. Paul Gis­
card are more intertwined than ever. 
The physician, now 45, married 
Danielle.

•
A San Antonio, Tex., jail guard, 

William Durand, who was demonstrat­
ing safety techniques, was showing 
how to escape from a burning building 
when he lost his fooling, broke his 
neck and died.
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THE CHARRED WOMAN
By Donna K. Weaver

IN THE summer of 1966 I was 
part of a family group that shared 
a weird experience while on a picnic 

in Cameron Park, located partially 
in Waco, Tex. The group consisted 
of me, Donna Elliott (my name at 
the time), age 11; and my cousins, 
Steve Shehorn, 11, Kenny Snell, 
nine; Kelly Snell, seven; and our 
mothers, Helen Elliott, Dores She­
horn and Viola Snell.

It was about an hour or two from 
sundown as we explored Jacob’s 
Ladder, a cedar-railed, stone­
stepped ladder — said to have been 
there since the Civil War — which 
scaled a 100-foot cliff and led to the 
Club House. This building was, and 
is, used for social gatherings and 
parties. It is rented by the park and 
owned by the city of Waco.

We were within 75 feet of the 
Club House when we saw a lighted 

lantern moving within it and 
thought at first that it was held by 
the caretaker. The lantern looked 
like an old-time kerosene lantern. 
We watched it as it passed across 
the four windows at the back of the 
house, not once but four times. We 
wondered whether someone was 
searching the building, but aside 
from a few folding tables and chairs 
there was nothing in it of value.

A chilly feeling grew in us as we 
noticed that the hand holding the

Donna K. Weaver
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lantern was not visible in the glow 
of light. It was as if it floated 
unaided in the air. Foolishly, we 
called, “Is someone in there?” The 
light then went out — and through 
the wall to our left came an appari­
tion that stopped 50 feet from us.

The silent, eerie figure was that of 
a woman wearing a long, dark gray 
or black dress of a late 1890’s style, 
with a high collar and long sleeves. 
She looked charred as if she had 
been burned in a fire and she stared 
coldly at each of us.

We were frozen motionless and 
speechless for some time as if we 
gazed in the face of death. My 
curiosity finally got the better of 
me, and I managed to ask, “Who 
are you? What do you want?”

The figure abruptly disappeared. 
I asked the others, “Did you see 
that?” They were able only to nod as 
we all felt numbed.

A quick discussion revealed we 
shared the feeling that a fire had 
happened long ago involving a 
house with a second story. The 
current Club House had only one. 
From then on we called the Club 
House the Witch House.

Our mothers soon arrived at the 
top of the cliff, and we asked them if 
anything had ever happened at the 
Club House, if anyone ever lived 
there and did it ever have a second 
story. They answered, “Not to our 
knowledge,” then asked why we 
wanted to know, but we didn’t dare 
tell them.

The reason they knew nothing 
became evident in 1987 when I 
investigated the incident. The cur­
rent Club House was built and 
dedicated to the city in September 
1920 (five years before our mothers 
were born). Prior to that there 
existed, on the same site, a two- 
story country club that burned. A 
book by J.R. Tolsen about the 
William Cameron family, owners of 
the park, contained pictures of the 
two-story building and also one of 
Miss Johnnie Baker, who had died 
in the fire :hat destroyed the original 
club house, and whose spirit we 
evidently saw in 1966. Further re­
search showed that her family had 
owned a large portion of land north 
of the club house area in the mid- to 
late 1800’s. A lane in the park is 
named for them.

The Tolsen book also described 
the interior of the two-story country 
club as being furnished and 
equipped in club room style.

I have long felt that the appari­
tion was trying to tell us how the fire 
started, possibly by deliberately set­
ting the drapes of the four windows 
on fire with the lantern.

Today Kenny is a police sergeant, 
Kelly owns a construction compa­
ny, Steve is vice-president of Shell 
Oil Company, and I am a former 
actress and current author of de­
tective stories. They all still remem­
ber the charred-looking woman. 
Her haunting memory will never be 
forgotten.—China Springs, Tex.
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FORETOLD IN DREAMS
By Virginia H. Johnston

IN 1962 MY husband, David D.
Johnston, was in the U.S. Army, 

stationed at Fort Clayton in the 
Panama Canal Zone. In October of 
that year, he was assigned to the 
Inter-American Geographic Survey 
Unit in Lima, Peru. With our two 
children Cheryl Ann, age five, and 
Michelle Cheri, 16 months, we flew 
to Lima on this assignment.

Exhausted from packing our 
household goods and caring for the 
children, I fell asleep on the plane. I 
dreamed that I would not be return­
ing to the States with my husband. 
A strong, firm male voice told me in 
my dream, “In two years you will be 
returning alone with your children.” 
I started to cry in my dream. 1 woke 
up suddenly, still crying. The dream 
seemed so real, as though what I 
had heard was already engraved in 
stone.

On August 20,1964, my husband 
was co-pilot on an aerial search 
over the jungles of Peru for a Peru­
vian government jei plane that had 
crashed. The search had gone on for 
three weeks and my husband and 
the plane pilot, Major Connors, 
had decided to make one last effort 
before giving up and returning to 
Lima. They were flying an old two- 
engine Otter which was able to 
operate at slow speed and low alti­
tude. Oil leaking into the fuselage 
caused the plane to catch fire in the 
air. Major Connors lost control and 

the plane crashed int'' a mountain­
side, killing both men.

On the day of the accident I was 
in Lima taking a siesta. 1 had a 
strange sensation of falling. I saw 
trees and bushes before me. I heard 
my husband’s voice calling my name 
in a terrified tone. I bolted up in 
bed, filled with horror. Suddenly 
everything was deathly quiet. My 
dream occurred at 3:45 P.M. An 
eye-witness of the accident later 
told me that the crash took place at 
that very time.

The army placed my children and 
me on a flight back to the States. 
After settling down for the long 
flight back home, I closed my eyes 
and let my mind drift. I had a 
flashback of my dream two years 
previously. I realized that I had 
lived that dream — and that 1 had 
experienced my husband’s last few 
seconds of life.—San Mateo, Calif.

THE WARNING VOICES
By Sally L. Harper

WHILE I was a senior at Am­
herst Central High School in 
Snyder, N.Y., in 1951, my parents 

decided to take me to Florida for 
my Easter vacation. My dad, Forest 
Wolverton, loved to drive and we 
spent more hours on the road than 
my mother and I could stand. Tired 
and hungry, we stopped at the first 
motel we came to. Needless to say it 
was not on a par with the Ritz. The 
beds were lumpy and the radiators 
clanked all night.



60 FATE

Sally L. Harper

Because no one could sleep, we 
were on the road again by 6:00 
A.M. Dad was traveling about 30 
mph down a winding road in West 
Virginia when a voice said, “Look 
out!”

My mother snapped, “For heav­
en’s sake, Forest, I’m in no mood 
for your jokes!”

As Dad swore that he wasn’t 
teasing us, another voice screamed, 
“Look out!”

Dad leaned over to see if the 
radio was on. It wasn’t. Mother 
opened the glove compartment be­
cause I said that’s where I thought 
the voices were coming from. Before 
she could snap it shut, both voices 
wailed, “Look out!”

By this time we were too shaken 
to continue driving. Dad pulled the 
car over onto the soft shoulder. We 
had barely come to a full stop when 
a car going over 90 mph came 
around the bend on the wrong side 
of the road.

If Dad hadn’t acted when he did, 
we all would have been killed in a 
head-on collision. The voices will 
always be a mystery to our family 
—but we’ll always be thankful for 
them.—Snyder, N. Y.

DREAM PIPELINE TO TOKYO
By Claire Metzger

CREATOR of the “Steve Can­
yon” comic strip, Milt Caniff 
had a dream long before the Jap­

anese attacked Pearl Harbor that 
this would happen. He incorporat­
ed his dream into the cartoon strip 
of “Terry and the Pirates.” When 
the strip appeared, White House 
officials became greatly alarmed 

and sent FBI agents to interrogate 
the artist to determine whether 
Caniff had a pipeline to Tokyo.

Caniff confessed that he knew 
nothing and it was only a dream 
he’d had. A few months later his 
dream became reality when on De­
cember 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor was 
bombed.



I
DIDN’T
BELIEVE 

IN
GHOSTS

...but when an otherworldly visitor intruded into my 
apartment, I was in for the scariest surprise of my life. 

By Kathy Chwedyk

I ONCE had little patience with those 
persons who believed in ghosts. 

But I am quite sure I did not imagine 
what 1 am about to relate, nor did my 
upstairs neighbor—and her dog.

In the fall of 19831 moved to a small 
town in Illinois to work as entertain­
ment and magazine editor for a com­
munity newspaper chain. After days 
of apartment hunting I considered 
myself fortunate to find a roomy apart­
ment with a dishwasher and nearby 
laundry facilities at a rent I could af­

ford. I had learned, to my dismay, that 
the cost of living was much higher in 
Illinois than in my native Indiana and 
that apartment rents averaged approxi­
mately $100 to $200 more a month 
than I was accustomed to paying.

I was too anxious to move into the 
apartment to notice that, although all 
the other buildings in the complex 
appeared to be occupied to capacity, 
only two apartments in my six-flat 
building were inhabited. Within a few 
months I also noticed the turnover in 
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our building was phenomenal. Noone 
seemed to stay very long. At one time 
my apartment and one across the hall, 
rented by a young married couple with 
a toddler son, were the only two occu­
pied.

I had noticed other things, sounds 
like footsteps at night. But I ignored 
them, assuming they were “house 
noises” made by the wind. I suspected 
mice, too, but didn’t dwell on that 
possibility. When I did see a mouse 
under the sink one day, I bought traps 
and D-CON and complained to the 
building’s rental agent A custodian 
plugged a hole under the sink with 
steel wool and I thought the origin of 
the strange noises had been eliminated. 
Except I kept hearing them.

Another thing: in the living room 
the temperature would suddenly be 
very cold in one certain spot. I ex­
plained this to myself as a draft caused 
by improperly caulked windows and 
made a note to speak to the apartment 
manager about it.

I often had the disquieting feeling 
that I was being watched but attributed 
this to my loneliness. After all, I had 
just moved 200 miles from everyone I 
knew.

I even managed to explain away the 
problem with the pictures. I was, like 
most apartment dwellers, eager to turn 
my new pad into the semblance of a 
home. 1 bought some pretty flower 
prints from a nearby discount depart­
ment store and hung them on the wall. 
The next morning I found the two 
pictures on the floor, neatly propped 

against the wall under the nails where 
I had hung them the night before. It 
didn’t alarm me. Although the little 
nails were still in the wall, I noticed 
one was bent. The pictures in their 
metal and glass frames were heavy, I 
reasoned, so they must have slipped 
off the nails. I hadn’t heard them fall 
but I had been very tired. My new job 
was demanding and I often worked 
late into the evenings.

I bought stronger nails. I was not 
experienced at hanging pictures and I 
still haven’t figured out what exactly 
you do with picture wire but I bought 
some just the same. So, when I contin­
ued to have trouble keeping pictures 
on the wall, I chalked it up to my 
ineptitude. One day I woke to find 
another print on the floor behind the 
stereo. This time the glass was broken. 
I purchased new prints from a proper 
gallery and had them professionally 
framed. These stayed hung.

* * *

THE FEELING that I was being 
watched began to fall into a pat­
tern. I especially sensed that I was not 

alone on what I called my “domestic” 
days, the days when I did my house­
keepingduties. Often I hadjustcleaned 
my apartment and had something 
homemade simmering on the stove. I 
hate television, so usually I was listen­
ing to the stereo in the living room 
while reading a book or magazine. It’s 
hard to explain but it was as if a guest 
were sitting with me in companionable 
silence. I felt this “guest” was sad and 
hungered for a homelike environment.
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I felt my “guest” took comfort in my 
clean, sweet-smelling apartment and 
enjoyed the aroma of the chicken or the 
casserole, or whatever was baking in 
the oven. I received the impression 
that the spirit was male and in life had 
been black. I still don’tknow why I felt 
that; at no time did I see anything. My 
feelings of being visited were strong­
est on Tuesdays around eight or nine 
o’clock.

Early in 1984 a single black woman 
moved upstairs with her little dog, a 
long-haired dachshund. She and I were 
both in our mid-30’s at the time. We 
spoke to each other in the hall and in 
the parking lot occasionally and once I 
invited her into my apartment to call 
the custodian when she accidentally 
locked herself out of the building. She 
mentioned that she was a psychologist. 
It seemed to me that after Joy moved in 
the mysterious presence was not as 
strong. Relieved, I assumed I had been 
overly fanciful and put the matter out 
of my mind.

A few months later I got a telephone 
call from Joy. She seemed quite upset 
and after some polite chitchat asked a 
question that shocked me: “Kathy, I 
want you to levei with me. What has 
happened in this apartment?”

I asked what she meant and she 
asked me if I’d noticed anything strange 
about the apartment building. I said I 
had but I wanted her to describe her 
experiences before I told her mine.

She talked about the footsteps which 
she, like me, had attributed to noise 
from other apartments. I was stunned 

when she said that her living room, 
which had a floor plan identical to 
mine, sometimes got a cold spot in the 
same place as mine. She also men­
tioned the burning odor that accompa­
nied the cold spot. The odor was 
something I hadn’t experienced.

In the evenings she liked to sit on 
the floor and listen to music from her 
stereo, mostly by singers Roberta Flack 
and Lionel Richie. On those occa­
sions, she said, she often felt that 
someone else was in the room. Some­
times the living room curtains moved 
although the windows were closed. 
She, like me, had tried to think of the 
cold spot and the curtain movements 
as a draft from improperly sealed 
windows.

What really alarmed her was the 
behavior of her dog. Teddy would 
stare as if looking at someone standing 
in the room. And at night Teddy often 
seemed frightened and hid under Joy’s 
bed, something he had never done 
before. Although Teddy had a favorite 
chair in the living room with a towel 
over it, he lately had refused to go into 
the living room without Joy. When 
Joy came home from work she always 
found the dog cowering in her bed­
room.

One morning she woke up to find 
some decorative chimes that had been 
hanging in the kitchen lying across a 
windowlike opening between the 
kitchen and dining room. She didn’t 
see how they could have fallen from 
the ceiling and landed there so neatly. 
She also thought it was strange that the
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3510 Western Ave. • Highland Park, IL • 60035

QUARTZ CRYSTAL 
NECKLACE
Carry crystal power with you 
wherever you go! This attrac­
tive and unusual Quartz Crys­
tal Necklace is handmade es­
pecially forVenture Bookshop. 
Average crystal length 1-1/2", 
on 18" gold-plated chain with 
unique gold-plated leaf design 
bell cap. Gift boxed with leg­
end about quartz crystal. 
$14.95

TROUBLE STONES
An aid in decision-making, a symbolic means to 
self-understanding — an unusual and fascinating 
gift! Trouble Stones is a collection of seven tumbled 
gem stones in a colorful 2* x 3* rayon purse in a dear 
plastic wrapper, complete with instructions for use.

PYRAMID, SPHERE AND PILLAR QUARTZ CRYSTAL SET
This handsome, boxed display set symbolizes man's quest for perfection through 
geometric forms. Set contains a sphere, a pyramid and a ‘pillar* — all of fine 
quartz crystal. Enchanting gifts to receive, attention-getting ornaments to display. 
Set consists of a 5/8* pyramid, a 1/2* sphere and a 3/4* ‘pillar.* $24.95

FLUTED PYRAMIDS
An unusual and intriguing variation on the dassic 
pyramid shape to add to a curio collodion. Imported 
lead crystal pyramids are rainbow-colored, with fluted 
sides and felt base. In two sizes: 30 mm. $27.95

HEALING STONES SET
Created to be used in the art of gemstone healing, 
the stones are placed on one’s corresponding 
chakra points. Complete instructions induded 
with each set. Stones are on foam backing in a 
quality, ‘cut-crystal' plastic case, 9" x 2* x 1 -1 /2*. 
$12.95
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sound of their falling had not waked 
her.

I asked if it seemed to her the phe­
nomenon was most common on Tues­
days and she agreed that it did. We 
talked about it, relieved that another 
rational human being also experienced 
the phenomenon. We didn’ t quite know 
what to do about it, however. Here we 
were, two responsible professioaal 
women in our 30’s plagued by what 
appeared to be a ghost. We didn’t 
believe it ourselves, so we didn’t see 
how we could convince anyone else 
that our experiences were true.

Since the newspaper where I worked 
served the community in which I lived, 
I asked the editor if she could recall 
hearing anything odd about our apart­
ment complex. She couldn’t think of 
anything but agreed to ask around. 
When she wanted to know why, I took 
her into my confidence. She seemed 
intrigued and a few days later ap­
proached me with a question.

“Did someone tell you about this?” 
she asked. “Were you serious when 
you said you hadn’t known anything 
about this? Were you putting me on?”

By going through old newspaper 
stories and talking with one of the 
investigators at the police station, she 
was able tentatively to identify our 
ghost. I had chills when she handed me 
a piece of paper with the name of a man 
who had been Wiled in January 1982 at 
the apartment complex, although not 
in my building.

The man was a mail carrier who had 
lived there with his wife and three 

children. He and his wife had a falling 
out, so he and the children moved 
away while she continued to live in the 
apartment. The man wanted to salvage 
his marriage and on January 12,1982, 
he took the children over to the apart­
ment to visit their mother. Hehoped he 
could persuade her to agree to a recon­
ciliation. Unfortunately, his wife was 
entertaining her boyfriend when her 
husband and children arrived.

The adults began to argue and the 
children were sent into a bedroom and 
told not to come out.

Angry words were exchanged and 
the husband threatened his wife’s 
boyfriend with a knife. The boyfriend 
produced a shotgun and shot the mail 
carrier. Tragically, one of the children 
had been so upset by the argument that 
he disobeyed his parents’ orders and 
came out of the bedroom just in time to 
see his father killed.

The mail carrier was black. He had 
died on a Tuesday at approximately 
8:30 P.M.

♦ ♦ *

THE ANNIVERSARY of the kill­
ing was approaching and the mani­
festations had become stronger. Joy 

and I were both upset. Although Joy 
(to whom I had related the story of the 
killing) now was visited more often 
than I, I still occasionally heard foot­
falls and often had the feeling at night 
that someone was standing outside my 
bedroom door. The feeling of sorrow 
and distress was almost tangible. I 
could hardly sleep, particularly on 
Tuesdays.
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Joy called around to see if there was 
a parapsychology department at any of 
the nearby universities. She did find 
one in Chicago but the result of her 
inquiry was disappointing. The person 
she talked with didn’t want to help us 
get rid of the intruder. He wanted to 
study the phenomenon. In fact, he 
wanted to encourage it to talk to us and 
had all kinds of ideas about how Joy 
could allow the spirit to communicate 
through automatic writing. All she had 
to do was get a pencil and paper and 
relax, allowing her mind to wander. 
The spirit could communicate with her 
telepathically, using her to write a 
message.

This was too much for Joy. She 
didn’t want to make a pen pal of it. She 
wanted to get rid of it She wanted her 
apartment to herself.

We both started inventing excuses 
to postpone coming home at night. 
Sometimes I would drive into the park­
ing lot and if I didn’t see Joy’s car I 
would run a totally unnecessary errand 
just to stall until she got home. I 
suspect she did the same. We hated to 
admit it but we dreaded being alone 
with the thing at night.

Meanwhile, the activity of the in­
truder increased, sometimes disturb­
ing Joy and the dog during the day­
time, too. The week before the anni­
versary of the shooting, activity was 
particularly intense. We heard noises 
every night; neither one of us could 
sleep.

One night Joy called and asked me 
to come upstairs. I was already un­

dressed and wearing a robe. I went 
upstairs and saw she was in her night­
gown, too. She said something had to 
be done; she was afraid her dog was 
going to have a heart attack. She had 
heard the dog running and got up to 
investigate. She found the dog in the 
bathroom cowering behind the toilet 
with his eyes rolled up in his head. The 
dog was shaking and refused to come 
out

I offered Joy the use of my couch 
but she refused. She, like me, was not 
afraid so much as s|je was resentful 
that some outside force was interfering 
with her life. Our independence was 
threatened. We both enjoyed living 
alone and making our own choices. 
This being, whoever it was, was spoil­
ing it for us. We decided something 
had to be done.

I looked into Joy’s living room and 
saw that she had put her late 
grandmother’s picture on a table and 
sunounded it with a rosary. She was as 
surprised by her behavior as I was but 
she was desperate. She asked me if I 
knew any Catholic priests. I men­
tioned the name of a nearby parish and 
she said she would call and ask if she 
could have some holy water to sprinkle 
around our apartments. She thought 
this might scare away the ghost Nei­
ther she nor I admitted to being super­
stitious but, as I said, we were desper­
ate, particularly because the anniver­
sary of the killing was approaching.

Joy called the priest who wanted to 
know why she wanted the holy water. 
She told him, half-expecting to be ei- 
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lher ridiculed or patronized. Instead, 
he offered to visit the apartment and 
pray with her. She called me at work in 
January 1985 and asked if I could come 
home to meet the priest. I told my co­
workers I had plumbing problems at 
my apartment.

The priest read a beautiful prayer 
from his breviary exhorting the spirit 
to leave “this place” and go to “the 
arms of the Father” and there find 
peace. It was as if the priest were 
gently telling the confused spirit it was 
dead and no longer belonged in the 
world of the living. It was a beautiful 
and moving experience.

I felt the spirit give a sigh of relief 
and leave. The priest continued to 
pray. He sprinkled holy water through­
out Joy’s apartment and throughout 
the halls of the building and, at my 
request, came downstairs and prayed 
in my apartment as well. While he was 
praying the dog was barking madly. 
The priest smiled good-naturedly and 
sprinkled the dog. The dog was so 
astonished it stopped barking, which 
made all three of us laugh.

That’s all that happened. Suspense 
is decidedly lacking. It was not a 
confrontation between good and evil, 
heaven and hell, priest and damned 
spirit or anything of that nature. Even 
aftei all this time, however, it gives me 
the creeps to write about iL

After the spirit left, the alliance 
between Joy and me languished. We 
found we really had little in common 
although we did see a ballet together 
and occasionally still talked on the 
telephone.

It seemed Teddy was a better neigh­
bor when he was scared. Now that the 
ghost was gone Teddy was noisy. Like 
all cowards, he assumed the stance of 
a bully when he was no longer threat­
ened. In Teddy’s doggy mind the 
apartment building belonged to him 
and Joy alone. All the rest of us were 
intruders, including people who lived 
across the street and had the nerve to sit 
out on their own patios. He barked all 
the time and it seemed that towards the 
end of my residency in the building the 
only times I telephoned Joy were at 
night, to complain that the dog had 
waked me.

I no longer had time for neighborli­
ness anyway. I had lost my job in a 
budget cut in August 1985 and now 
worked in one of the far northwest 
Chicago suburbs. I had begun to date 
the man I would eventually marry. I 
was anxious to move, to put an end to 
the hideous 2 '/i hours spent commut­
ing to my new job. I was happy to say 
good-bye to the apartment where I had 
lived for two years, part of that time 
shared with an unwelcome, otherworld 
visitor.



The “fang’ of supposed prehistoric snake proved to be from an entirely different 
modern animal (photo courtesy Royal Museum of Scotland).

OF
MONSTERS
to have ■

out to roam only in the d

ofovtv- -ntists.

By KariP.N.Shuker
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DEEP WITHIN the most secluded 
realms of the mystery-beast 
investigator’s mind lies a dark and 

mournful cemetery whose gates are 
firmly chained and heavily barred. 
Whenever his speculations and theo­
ries aspire to the grandiose and gothic, 
however, he is forced to tread the shad­
owy pathway leading to this most 
dreaded of destinations. This is the 
graveyard of cryptozoology.

In this forsaken spot no ordinary 
assemblage of skeletons is held. Here, 
among shattered dreams and mocking 
illusions, lie the hastily-jettisoned 
remains of those great zoological dis­
coveries that were subsequently ex­
posed as sorry misidentifications — a 
faux-pas phantasmagoria whose for­
bidding presence within the annals of 
zoology serves as a stem warning to all 
cryptozoologists of the perils of pre­
mature pronouncement or imprudent 
identification. Let us tarry awhile here 
and examine a few such examples.

In contrast to notorious frauds such 
as Piltdown man and the stuffed mer­
maids of Oriental origin, many cases 
of confused classification have oc­
curred not through deliberate inten­
tions to create nonexistent creatures or 
to lure scientists along false trails but 
instead via simple misidentifications. 
Nonetheless the results have often been 
both unexpected and spectacular, as in 
the incident of the giant serpent of 
Gran Chaco, Paraguay.

In l926\heProceedingsoftheRoyal 
Society of Edinburgh published a pa­
per by John Graham Kerr, at that time 
Regius Professor of Zoology at the 
University of Glasgow, in which he 
described a huge, curved poison fang 
belonging to a hitherto unknown spe­
cies of giant snake — which he for­
mally named Bothrodon pridii. At 
almost 65 mm in length as measured 
along the outside of the curve, this fang 
was truly enormous. Indeed, as noted 
by mollusc expert David Heppell of

“Serpent fang” was 
from aperture­
fringing spines 
of the Chiragra 

spider conch, 
found far from 
native habitat.



German scientists mistook bat 
cochleae (inner ear organs) 
for fossil snails (photo 
courtesy Royal Museum of 
Scotland). But it was via 
language mistranslation 
that anaconda became a 
“barking snake."

the Royal Museum of Scotland, it was 
approximately nine times longer than 
that of a 1.8-meter-long (six-foot) 
boomslang Dispholidus typus — one 
of the world’s deadliest snakes. In 
short judging from the relative size of 
the fang, the total length of its venom­
ous owner could have approached 290 
cm (60 feet) or so. A monster in every 
sense of the word.

The poison fang had been obtained 
by one of Professor Ken’s friends, 
Andrew Pride (after whom the profes­
sor had named the creature) from the 
Gran Chaco’s siltlike deposits which 
dated back no further than the Pleisto­

cene (two million to 10,000 years ago). 
In his paper Kerr concisely described 
the fang’s appearance, including the 
prominent poison groove running all 
along its apparent external face as well 
as the two narrow parallel stripes, dark­
brown in color, that lay along the far­
thest portion of its length.

He also discussed the possible 
phylogenic relationships of Bothrodon 
pridii itself by comparing its fang’s 
morphology with that of contempo­
rary snake species; he concluded that it 
most closely resembled the opist- 
hoglyphans — a group that points the 
way toward the more highly-evolved
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present-day poisonous snakes. In 
addition, Kerr deduced from the fang’s 
peculiar hooklike shape that, rather 
than functioning as a striking fang, it 
most probably served in fact to hold 
the prey stationary while its poison 
entered the wound produced by Bothro­
don in the latter organism’s flesh.

Kerr’s paper demonstrated most ef­
fectively the considerable amount of 
information concerning an entire or­
ganism one could obtain through the 
meticulous analysis of one component 
of that organism. Or so it seemed....

Kerr duly presented this unique 
specimen to the Hunterian Museum of 
the University of Glasgow and in 1933 
a cast was displayed alongside a label 
stating that Boihrodon may have fed 
upon cumbersome plains-dwelling 
creatures such as the giant ground sloth 
Megatherium. Conversely, noted her- 
petologistRaymond Ditmars suggested 
small mammals as likely prey in his 
classic Snakes of the World (1931).

In any event, as a serpent of sub­
stance Bothrodon remained unchal­
lenged — until 1939, when it was 
ceremoniously dethroned and dis­
graced and, worst of all, exposed to the 
world as nothing more than a snail in 
snake’s similitude.

Dr. W. Quenstedt, after a close 
examination of a colored cast of the 
fang sent to the University of Berlin’s 
Paleontological Museum by Professor 
Kerr, recognized the specimen’s true 
identity. It was one of those six curved 
projections, long and groove-bearing, 
that are set along the fringes of the

large aperture of Lambis chiragra, the 
Chiragra spider conch—a large, ornate 
modern-day gastropod mollusc origi­
nating from the Indo-Pacific! Every 
feature of the “fang” confirmed this 
identity: its size, shape, long groove, 
brown stripes. There could be no 
mistake. BothrodonpridHwasnomore.

Actually Kerr’s misidentification is 
not so surprising as it may seem on first 
sight. After all, he could hardly have 
been expected to anticipate the discov­
ery within the deposits of Paraguay’s 
Gran Chaco of a fragment of gastropod 
shell normally inhabiting the Indo­
Pacific Oceans.

Indeed, this one aspect of the bi­
zarre history of Bothrodon remains 
today unexplained and seemingly in­
explicable. How could a section of 
shell from a modern-day Indo-Pacific 
mollusc have been obtained in Gran 
Chaco? David Heppell noted that there 
is no question that Gran Chaco was the 
locality involved. Thus, as he re­
marked, thediscovery can be explained 
only by way of some human introduc­
tion.

Nevertheless the survival of Bothro­
don pridii within the zoological litera­
ture on taxonic synonyms serves as a 
stark reminder of just how far one can 
travel along the wrong track after 
having once set foot upon it

Certainly, despite the many weird 
and dramatic metamorphoses that have 
been documented from the animal 
kingdom, few can compare with the 
wholesale transformation of a giant 
snake into a seashell.
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THE EVOLUTION of man and his 
fellow primates appears to be a 
particularly fruitful source of slipups 

in zoological systematics.
In 1922, for example, an intriguing 

fossil hominoid skull was unearthed in 
Patagonia by scientist J. G. Wolf. Its 
age was estimated as at least one mil­
lion years, thereby stirring up consid­
erable anthropological interest and ex­
citement. Until its discovery the oldest 
hominoid remains had been those of 
Java man, dating back only 500,000 
years. 

a curiously-shaped stone.
Another of our ancestors bit the 

dust a few years later. It has been 
suggested frequently that hominoids 
inhabited North America at a consid­
erably earlier date than the one offi­
cially countenanced by science. And 
indeed, during the early 1920’s it ap­
peared that the existence of one such 
form was substantiated by solid evi­
dence — in the shape of a fossil tooth. 
The tooth, from Agate, Nebr., was 
identified as that of a higher primate 
hitherto unknown to science and dated

According to 1977 press reports, tree-dwelling “skunks” had been discovered in 
Java—a zoological sensation if true. But a typographical error had turned skinks, 
a form of lizard, into skunks, unknown in Old World.

Consequently Dr. Wolfs most sig­
nificant fossil was submitted with all 
speed to a committee of scientists in 
Buenos Aires for detailed examination 
—after which the skull’s preeminence 
rapidly metamorphosed into acute 
embarrassment. The London Evening 
News reported on January 2,1923, that 
the committee’s investigation revealed 
that the “skull” was nothing more than 

back to the Pliocene (seven to two 
million years ago). In an American 
Museum Novitates paper of April 25, 
1922, Prof. Henry Osborn formally 
christened this new species Hespero- 
pithecus haroldcookii.

Sadly, however, the fate of Hespero- 
pithecus was soon transformed into as 
notable a wreck as that of its maritime 
namesake. Upon detailed reexamina- 
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tion of lhe tooth in question, Dr. Wil­
liam Gregory reported in Science on 
December 16,1927, that it seemed to 
be derived from a fossil peccary — 
closely related to the pig family.

An incomplete section (75.5mm 
long) of an evidently much longer, 
slender fossil was unearthed at Sahabi, 
Libya, during March 1979 and dated at 
five million years. Noel Boez, one of 
New York University’s anthropolo­
gists, suggested that it was part of the 
left clavicle (collar bone) of a previ­
ously unknown form of hominoid. As 
a result of its considerable age it re­
ceived a great deal of publicity.

But as he related to New Scientist 
(April 28, 1983), fellow anthropolo­
gist Timothy White of the University 
of California fervently believes that 
lhe bone in question has a very differ­
ent identity from that proposed by Dr. 
Boaz. Dr. White believes it not to be a 
clavicle segment but in fact a posterior 
rib; it comes, in his view, from the 
order Cetacea and, more specifically, 
from a small form comparable to the 
present-day bottle-nosed dolphins.

In support of this startling claim, 
White draws attention to the fact that 
unlike clavicles, the enigmatic Sahabi 
bone does not possess a sigmoidal (S- 
shaped) outline; moreover, a tiny ori­
fice possessed by this bone does not 
open laterally — which it should do if 
it were indeed a clavicle.

Whatever the answer, the contro­
versy that has preceded it will guaran­
tee a permanent position for this in­
triguing incident in any annal of an­

thropological ambiguities.
* * *

TAXONOMIC tribulations are cer­
tainly not exclusive to our own 
zoological family tree either—as dem­

onstrated by the following equally bi­
zarre melange of misidentifications: 

Zoologists were naturally excited 
when they learned from Chilean na­
tives of an apparently unknown form 
of squid from which the natives ex­
tracted a type of black ink. According 
to these people, the creature (which 
they called polpo) possessed only six 
limbs. All known squids possess 10— 
eight in the form of normal tentacles, 
plus an extra-long pair used in captur­
ing prey. Assuming this polpo to be a 
radically new squid species, it was 
formally named Sepia hexapus. Sadly, 
its scientific significance was short­
lived; upon examination ofpolpo speci­
mens, the latter was found to be a 
species of slick insect.

In 1962 lhe German conchological 
journal Archiv fur Molluskenkunde 
carried an interesting paper by Dr. 
Caesar Boettger concerning some in­
triguing specimens of Cretan cave 
snails — identified as fossil juvenile 
specimens belonging to the worm-shell 
genus Vermetus. Not long afterwards, 
however, they were conclusively rei­
dentified as the cochleae (inner ear 
organs) of bats. Moreover, when 
similar cochleae were discovered on 
another occasion in some Italian caves, 
these were almost classified as fossil 
land snails.

Not all monsters of misidentifica­
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tion arise through direct misidentifica­
tion of specimens observed. Some of 
the most dramatic examples never 
actually existed in corporeal form at 
all, having arisen instead solely from 
linguistical errors. Yet once arisen, 
they have paid faithful homage to 
Frankenstein’s own monster by ex­
tending far beyond the control of their 
hapless creators.

Take, for example, the barking snake 
of Paraguay. In the early 1970’s 
American scientists and general public 
alike were besieged by incredible sto­
ries of a large snake (housed in 
Paraguay’s leading zoological gardens 
in Asuncion) with hooks on its tail, a 
notably swollen abdomen and—most 
startling of all—the ability to bark like 
a dog. Clearly this was something very 
new and everyone was eager to leam 
more about this singular serpent. Its 
talents were reported in an American 
newspaper, Seattle Post-lntelligencer, 
which had relied on a translation from 
a Spanish-language story published 
earlier in Paraguay.

The story created such a storm that 
eventually zoo officials called a press 
conference to explain once and for all 
the true nature of their most famous 
inmate. It turned out that the mboi- 
yagua (the “barking snake”) was an 
anaconda whose remarkable vocal 
powers were due not to nature but 
instead to a mistranslation of its Span­
ish name by whoever was responsible 
for calling it the “barking snake.” The 
correct translation of mboi-yagua from 
Spanish into English was not “dog­

snake” or “snake-dog” but was in fact 
“tiger-snake.” The anaconda is spot­
ted like South America’s jaguar. Thus 
the barking snake’s bark was no more.

More recently I was able to assist in 
revealing the true identity of a simi­
larly enigmatic entity — namely the 
Alsation-sized, tree-dwelling Javan 
“skunks” reported by Antara News 
Agency on May 14,1977. Skunks, of 
course, are not the size of Alsatians 
(German shepherd dogs); they do not 
inhabit the Old World and do not live 
in trees. Trying to find out more, I 
published a letter of inquiry in the 
Winter 1985 issue of ISC Newsletter. 
In response Gerald Wood, author of 
The Guinness Book of Animal Facts 
and Feats, reported he had investi­
gated the case several years earlier.

As it turned out, these “skunks” 
were in fact skinks—a form of lizard. 
Moreover, they were of rather more 
modest proportions than would befit 
an Alsatian.

No doubt many other monstrous 
misidentifications wait to be uncov­
ered, with others destined to be cre­
ated, too. So the next time any mys­
tery-animal seeker thinks that he has 
made the discovery of a lifetime, he 
would do well to tread carefully before 
going public —just in case his eager 
footsteps lead him not to fame and 
fortune but instead to that desolate 
graveyard where the coils of Bothro- 
don and the teeth of Hesperopithecus 
lie in their hastily-covered graves 
alongside the deflated dreams of their 
discoverers.



Mystic
Master
He was said to be able to read 
minds and commune with invisible 
beings — abilities learned 
through mastery of meditation.
By Janies McClenon

THE VENERABLE Phra Acham 
Mun Bhuridatta Thera (1870- 
1949), the most famous Thai medita­

tion master of his day, was known for 
his ability to read people’s minds, gain 
information clairvoyantly and mentally 
visit spiritual realms. A fellow monk 
published Acham Mun’s biography in 
Bangkok in 1976, using information 
supplied by his contemporaries.

The story of the Phra Acham 
(Meditation Master) should be of in­
terest to researchers investigating psy­
chic phenomena since many believe 
practices that restrict sensory input, 
such as meditation, allow ESP “sig­
nals” to enter into the receiver’s con­
sciousness more freely. Normal sen­
sory input may act as a kind of “noise” 
blocking the reception of extrasensory 
information. The accounts of Phra 
Acham Mun support this hypothesis 
and also suggest that commonalities, 
supporting belief in heavens and hells, 
exist within both Eastern and Western 
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visionary experiences.
Phra Acham Mun was particularly 

diligent in adhering to the austere 
Buddhist precepts for Thai monks. He 
ate only one meal a day, wore patched 
robes made of rags, lived in wilderness 
areas and spent most of his waking 
hours in meditation. Monks who fol­
low these practices often sleep in the 
forest, covered by mosquito nets. They 
rise early in the morning for medita­
tion and after sunrise walk to a village 
to seek alms-food. After eating they 
return to meditation, always seeking to 
attain a state of complete mindfulness.

Phra Acham Maha Boona Nyana- 
sampanno, Meditation Master Mun’s 
biographer, estimates that about five 
percent of all Thai monks have visions 
or auditory hallucinations while medi­
tating. He considers Phra Acham 
Mun’s experiences to be a valuable 
guide forthem. Although Acham Mun 
expresses concern regarding his ef­
forts (perhaps because some feel he 
violates the Buddhist norm forbidding 
description of paranormal experi­
ences), he hopes his report furnishes 
“encouraging examples for posterity.”

At the age of 15 Acham Mun was 
ordained as a novice monk but two 
years later disrobed at his father’s 
request. At 22 he returned to the 
monkhood with his parent’s permis­
sion. Later he had a prophetic dream 
which symbolically indicated that, if 
he maintained his efforts, he would 
attain nirvana, the state of absolute 
“one-pointedness” which is the goal of 
Buddhist meditation. He practiced the 

meditational techniques of seeking 
complete mindfulness on his body and 
chanting “Buddho” (Buddha).

Early in his quest Acham M un chose 
to live in a cave where four previous 
monks had died. Villagers told him 
that the cave was haunted by a giant 
demon. Soon afterwards Acham Mun 
came down with a terrible digestive 
ailment which did not respond to herbal 
medicine. Because death seemed 
imminent, he decided to rely com­
pletely on his Buddhist faith.

After he had completely quieted his 
mind, the demon engaged him in a 
lengthy telepathic exchange and the 
monk was able to persuade him of the 
value of following a righteous path. 
As a result the demon changed himself 
into a gentle, pious Buddhist of normal 
size. Angelic beings who overheard 
their dialogue were favorably im­
pressed and complimented Acham 
Mun. He experienced a complete res­
toration of health, much to the amaze­
ment of the villagers. Although later 
he came to believe that he wasted too 
much time as a “tourist” in the spiritual 
world, he acquired a reputation as a 
psychic, able to communicate with 
spiritual beings.

Acham Mun’s early meditation 
master, Phra Acham Sao, a man of few 
words, assigned Mun to practice men­
tal control in isolation with little super­
vision. The two traveled together for a 
while but generally set up separate 
meditation sites in the wilderness. 
Acham Sao found that sometimes he 
levitated while meditating. Once, when 
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he emerged from his meditative state, 
he crashed to the floor, causing a pain­
ful bruise on his hip. To make sure that 
he was not deluding himself, he placed 
a small article in the nipa leaves of his 
thatched roof. Later, while meditat­
ing, he felt himself floating close to the 
ceiling and grasped the object in his 
hand without disturbing his mental 
state. Upon returning to normal con­
sciousness he found the article was 
indeed in his hand.

ACHARN MUN spent much of his 
life in isolated wilderness areas 
of northeastern Thailand, returning to 

small monasteries during the rainy 
season. Sometimes he performed a 
kind of missionary work among non­
Buddhist hill tribes of Thailand and 
Laos. He taught them Buddhist chants 
which proved effective against the 
ghosts and demons troubling them.

During the rainy season Acham 
Mun would return to more populated 
regions where he gained the reputation 

To avoid harm from spirits, many people in Thailand erect small “spirit houses" 
on their property for them to live in, like this one in Bangkok.
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as a venerable meditation master. Once 
he arrived at a village called Bahm 
Tham in Laos where almost all the 
people were suffering from smallpox. 
After his arrival no more deaths oc­
curred, an event regarded as paranor­
mal. Those who were suffering recov­
ered quickly and the infection miracu­
lously disappeared.

After much struggle Acham Mun 
had an enlightenment experience in a 
remote area of Chiengmai. His mind 
became “one-mind.” This event at­
tracted much angelic attention and later 
he gave regular sermons to these an­
gelic beings. They stated that they, 
like all entities, benefited from hearing 
discourses on the Buddha’s doctrines.

Although the Venerable Acham 
may have been imperfect in his knowl­
edge of Buddhist scriptures, he was 
considered by lay people to be an ex­
tremely adept counselor, especially for 
those with mystical experiences. 
People often came to him seeking 
guidance regarding their own spiritual 
practices, even though he lived in 
remote areas. Phra Acham Mun rec­
ommended meditation as a means of 
self-healing and advised complete re­
liance on the Buddhist faith. He be­
lieved that to depend on someone else 
for healing or salvation was like “trying 
to breathe through another’s nostrils.”

As he gained experience interact­
ing with lay people, Phra Acham Mun 
became cautious in reporting his psy­
chic visions. He found that predictions 
about the future and references to 
people’s thoughts often caused dis­

tress. Listeners noted that he seemed 
to pick up their stray thoughts and put 
these ideas into his sermons. One el­
derly monk fled in anguish when Mun 
remarked about his mental distractions. 
Sometimes his comments were quite 
specific and many followers were fear­
ful of him because he seemed to be 
aware of their mental transgressions.

Mun was especially cautious when 
answering questions about spirits and 
ghosts, since he did not wish to encour­
age anxiety regarding paranormal 
phenomena. He was more concerned 
with people’s mind control and inner 
development He believed that Thai 
people were overly worried about 
malevolent spirits, especially consid­
ering the fact that appearances of such 
beings are rare. Many Thais construct 
small “spirit houses” giving resident 
spirits a comfortable place to live on 
their property so that these entities will 
not harm living inhabitants.

Acham Mun pointed out that al­
though ghosts are real, irrefutable evi­
dence of the kind that would convince 
skeptics does not exist. He believed 
that human beings associate these en­
tities with their own fears and that such 
spirits are just another kind of sentient 
being in need of the Buddha’s teach­
ings. Faith in the Buddha could easily 
protect one from any bad effects that 
ghosts might attempt.

The Venerable Acham instructed 
young monks in both sitting and walk­
ing meditation. Walking meditation 
involves pacing back and forth on an 
east-west axis for no less than 10 paces 
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or greater than 30. Arms are to be 
crossed in front, right hand over the 
left. Aspirants who were afraid of 
ghosts were assigned to meditate in 
cemeteries where ghosts appeared 
regularly. Those afraid of tigers or 
other dangerous animals were sent, in 
a similar manner, to the most animal- 
infested districts.

Phra Acham Mun carefully scruti­
nized meditative visions that aspirants 
reported, firmly advocating enlighten­
ment as the ultimate goal. He was not 
surprised that some of his bhikkhus 
(disciples) gained an ability to com­
municate with angels, ghosts, demons, 
tigers, elephants and monkeys as part 
of their progress toward enlightenment 
Some meditators toured the celestial 
realms for hours while others jour­
neyed through dark hellish places, 
feeling compassion for those who 
dwelled there. Some enjoyed blissful 
peace derived from one-pointedness 
of mind. Others were visited by angels 
or demons. Once when he was too 
tired to deliver a proper sermon to 
some angelic visitors, Acham Mun 
sent his guests to another monk for 
instruction. The monk was surprised 
when these entities intruded into his 
meditation, seeking guidance.

One monk, who was particularly 
afraid of tigers, was directed to medi­
tate in a tiger’s cave. He meditated in 
terror day after day but eventually 
learned to transcend his fear. He fre­
quently found paw marks meters away 
from his sitting position. Once he had 
a particularly profound experience. 

When a tiger approached him, he fell 
into a deep state of one-pointedness. 
He reported that his experience had 
profound side effects:

Besides the bliss and peace obtained 
within that cave, there was communication 
with the terrestrial angels and also some­
thing like insight into the future as far as the 
dead are concerned. I appeared suddenly 
to be able to know whenever someone died 
in the village not far away, and everything 
that knowledge foretold proved to be cor­
rect

Another of Phra Acham Mun’s 
disciples, Phra Acham Chob, was 
forced to flee Burma during World 
War II. As he was about to perish from 
hunger, far from any village, a man 
arrived bringing alms-food to him. 
Before Acham Chob could properly 
thank him, the man walked behind a 
tree and did not emerge from the other 
side. Phra Acham Chob searched his 
surroundings only to find that his 
angelic savior had disappeared.

A SKEPTIC might theorize that 
Phra Acham Mun and his fellow 
monks exemplify “fantasy-prone per­

sonalities.” A small percentage of 
people create mental images which are 
so vivid that they pleasantly occupy 
large amounts of their time fantasiz­
ing.

Like Meditation Master Sao, who 
was skeptical of his levitation experi­
ences, Acham Mun recognized his own 
potential for mental fantasy. He noted 
that he had an “overactive” mind which 
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often wandered during his early medi­
tational practice; he believed this con­
tributed to his tendency to take “sight­
seeing tours” of the spiritual realms. 
He cautioned against placing too much 
importance on meditational images and 
urged his followers to scrutinize their 
concepts, since many visions are in­
valid. He counseled that enlighten­
ment is the goal, not visionary fantasy. 
Buddhist meditators view one-pointed- 
nessas the only true reality; both mental 
images and the physical world are 
unimportant.

Yet many of the incidents that oc­
curred around the Phra Acham suggest 
that more was involved than merely 
his own fantasy images. His biogra­
phy contains many examples of clair­
voyance as well as anomalous events 
other persons experienced around him.

Once, after giving a telepathic lec­
ture to a celestial serpen t king, he asked 
the entity to leave a sign so that his 
bhikkhu could gain faith in the spiri­
tual world. He emerged from his hut 
after his meditation and told his 
bhikkhus of his experience. They found 
tracks of a huge snake, “beginning out 
of nowhere near the edge of the forest 
and running to under his hut.”

On another occasion an old woman 
had a meditative vision of a thread 
which ran from her mind to her niece’s 
womb. Phra Acham explained that 
this signified that she might be reborn 
after her death as her niece’s daughter; 
he suggested that she mentally sever 
the thread if she wished to avoid this 
reincamational cycle. The old woman, 

a skilled meditator who sought to reach 
nirvana, mentally cut the c^rd; the 
pregnant girl spontaneously aborted 
her child, an event that surprised the 
villagers. A controversy arose about 
the morality of the woman’s action but 
scholars noted that the Buddha de­
clared the unborn, during this early 
stage, have yet to obtain souls.
, Phra Aqham Mun foresaw the death 

of his body and had his disciples carry 
him to a larger village so that he would 
expire in a place convenient for his 
cremation ceremony. His body was 
cremated according to Thai custom 
and his ashes were distributed to fol­
lowers. Some reported that these ashes 
miraculously solidified into hard rel­
ics, an event proving the Venerable 
Acham’s saintly qualities. After his 
death he appeared in his disciples’ 
meditative visions, giving profound 
advice.

* * *

SOME ASPECTS of Acham Mun’s 
spiritual visions reveal patterns 
found in the experiences of Western 

mystics. His images of spiritual do­
mains can be compared with those of 
Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772), the 
Swedish seer and clairvoyant.

Like Meditation Master Mun’s, 
Swedenborg’s visions allowed him to 
see events at a distance and to visit 
celestial heavens and hells. On the 
general level Swedenborg’s cosmo­
logical formulations coincide with 
those of the Phra Acham; both ob­
served that the spirit world is ruled by 
laws which ensure that our lives after 
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death are determined by the lives we 
live on earth. Both described a hierar­
chy within the spiritual realm in which 
angels and demons live on different 
levels corresponding to their spiritual 
qualities.

Like Swedenborg, Acham Mun was 
unafraid of demonic entities. Acham 
Mun visited whole towns of evil spirits 
at times and believed that ghosts and 
demons are just another kind of sen­
tient being who, like everyone else, 
must strive for mind development.

Where specifics are concerned, 
however, Swedenborg’s cosmology 
differs from Acham Mun’s. TheBud- 
dhist monk did not visit the planets or 
find beings on them as did Sweden­
borg; Mun talked with saintly Bud­
dhist enlightenment masters and nagas 
(serpentlike entities) who are accepted 
within Thai culture. The Phra Acham 
Mun did not observe that the most 
elevated angels were naked as did 
Swedenborg; he merely noted that the 
angelic leaders who attended his ser­
mons were highly respected by their 
followers.

Many elements within Acham 
Mun ’ s visions seem to reflect elements 
specific to his own culture. For ex­
ample, he described “hungry ghosts” 
and other deceased persons who de­
sired that their relatives dedicate the 
fruits of meritorious deeds to them so 
that their suffering might be alleviated. 
This fits the Thai concept of a “limbo” 
state for some sinners. He also de­
scribed visits by German angels who 
on one occasion attended a telepathic 

sermon. These beings evinced no 
knowledge of Western forms of greet­
ing. They followed the same proce­
dure for paying homage as Thai an­
gels, circumambulating three times, 
keeping him on their right side and 
departing using the same procedure. 
His experiences regarding reincarna­
tion, communications with serpent 
entities, and doctrines gained from 
spiritual beings coincide with Thai 
attitudes and folklore.

Human beings apparently have a 
propensity to experience visions of 
celestial realms that mirror their own 
cultural beliefs and yet contain some 
universal elements. Although these 
correspondences may reflectcommon- 
alities in human societies, it is possible 
that they reflect actual alternate reali­
ties. Reports of extrasensory feats are 
thought by believers to verify the 
contents of meditative visions. Celes­
tial visions have a contagious quality 
since those who interact with mystics 
frequently experience analogous vi­
sions. Some of the monks associated 
with Acham Mun perceived similar 
images, seeming to verify the authen­
ticity of his impressions.

Meditative experiences are perhaps 
most important because of the effects 
they have on religious thought. The 
propensity of human beings to experi­
ence visions of heaven and hell may 
explain, in part, the virtually universal 
human capacity to believe in an after­
life and the tendency to assume a rela­
tionship between morality and one’s 
circumstances in the next life.
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THE GHOSTLY CAT 
By Patricia Dillon I WAS heartbroken when, in July 

1976, 1 had to find a new home 
for my two beautiful white cats 
Triste and Feliz. About to be mar­
ried, I was moving into a new 
apartment with my fiance and pets 
were not allowed. I contacted Mercy 
Crusade, an organization dedicated 
to helping animals which referred 
me to a Long Beach, Calif., woman 
who, I was told, places cats in good 
homes. My cats were one-year old 
and sisters of the same litter. Triste 
was emotional and cried as I drove 
them to Long Beach. Feliz seemed 
happy, oblivious to the fact she 
would never see her home again. As 
the woman took them she assured 
me she knew a lady who wanted 
both cats.

Busy setting up housekeeping 
with my new husband, I did not 
think about my cats for three 

months. At three o’clock one morn­
ing I suddenly awoke with the 
strange feeling my cats needed me. 
My husband told me to go back to 
sleep and forget the cats. I could not 
sleep. As soon as he went to work I 
drove to Long Beach to check with 
the woman with whom I had left the 
cats. No one appeared to be home 
and to make sure, I peeked in the 
window. My two cats were there to 
greet me. I was shocked to see they

Feliz and Triste
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were still there with about 30 other 
cats.

I left a note for the woman to call 
me and placed it under the door 
with five dollars. The day passed 
without a call. I went to bed feeling 
uneasy. Around four o’clock the 
woman called to tell me she had 
been evicted that day and all the 
cats were put out in the street to 
fend for themselves.

While driving to Long Beach I 
thought about my poor cats being 
put out on a busy, unfamiliar street. 
I was near panic, yet somehow, I 
knew I would find my cats.

The building where my cats had 
been was completely covered with 
plastic bearing the familiar skull 
and crossbones warning of poison. 
The building was being fumigated. 1 
jumped from my car calling my 
cats. Miraculously, Triste and Feliz 
emerged from under a hedge. They 
had been expecting me! Out of 30 
cats, only my two remained.

Three years later 1 found Feliz 
dead in my garden. Triste mourned 
and refused to eat for over two 
weeks. At times I saw a white cat 
walking around the house when 
Triste was outside and all the win­
dows and doors were closed. A 
friend who saw the ghost of Feliz 
said it is possible for pets to return 
for a visit from the grave. The 
visitations occurred from May 1980 
to February 1981.

Triste was 13 years old on June 1, 
1988. Sometimes I have the feeling 

Feliz is still near, waiting for her 
sister and me to join her.—Phoenix, 
Ariz.

A CALL FOR ELLA
By Drew Vaterlaus

IN THE SUMMER of 1967 my 
husband Rick and I accepted an 
invitation to visit neighbors who 

were new to our community. It was 
early evening as we drove up a 
narrow winding road out of Gold 
Hill, Oreg., to their newly acquired, 
old two-story log cabin.

Stan and Judy were waiting on 
the spacious front porch when we 
arrived. They invited us in through 
doors with hand-wrought latches 
and hinges. Before long we were 
chatting easily in the open beam 
living room, seated in warm brown 
leather recliners and matching 
couch placed near the huge rock 
fireplace. A cozy fire crackled, 
reflecting off the high ceiling.

Through the evening our conver­
sation flowed along lines ensured to 
acquaint each other with similar 
and varied backgrounds. Judy 
moved to and from the kitchen, 
keeping us amply supplied with 
coffee and goodies.

As I listened to the talk and 
sipped my third cup of coffee, I 
heard a man’s voice call from one of 
the rooms above me, “Ella, Ella?”

I glanced at Judy expecting her to 
answer or at least to glance at the 
man’s shadow that was as large as 
life on the far ceiling, as though he
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stood in the light from an open 
door.

Judy gave no indication that she 
had heard, so I turned and looked 
up to the rail that fenced in the hall 
bordering the upstairs rooms. I saw 
no one.

When I turned back to Judy, she 
was staring at me, a puzzled look on 
her face. A quick inspection showed 
that the man’s shadow remained in 
place on the ceiling.

Judy then asked if I would like a 
tour of the house. I nodded, then 
asked if the man upstairs was a 
relative.

At once the color drained from 
her face. She stammered, “No one 
lives here but Stan and me, and our 
two little girls!”

“So who, might I ask, just called 
for ‘Ella?’ ”

Grimly she shook her head mo­
tioning me to accompany her up­
stairs.

Eager to learn what was going on, 
I hardly noticed the craftsmanship 
of the polished stairs and railing, so 
smooth to the touch, or the hinges 
on each door made of pounded 
metal, unmatched by the assembly­
line hardware of today.

Judy led me directly to the room 
in the area where the voice came 
from. She opened the door into the 
small lightly furnished bedroom, 
then pointed to the bed, the spread 
on which held the distinct indenta­
tion of a full-grown adult.

She told me that although no one 

in her family used the room, in the 
few weeks they had lived there, the 
bed always looked “slept in.” She 
had gotten into the habit of check­
ing the room at least once a day; 
each time she would stop to smooth 
the bedspread.

My hearing the voice was like a 
last straw for her, and within a week 
she and her family moved away.

Curiosity prompted me to re­
search the history of the log cabin 
and try to identify the owner of that 
plaintive voice calling in the night 
for “Ella.”

Records of the property revealed 
that a John and Ella — with a last 
name I now can recall only as 
Jenkins or Johnson — owned the 
home back in the early 1900’s. John 
made everything by hand to create a 
comfortable life. Ella died first, 
John soon after.

Through further investigation I 
learned that the ghosts of the two 
were seen in the cabin by more than 
one family that had moved in with 
the intention of buying.

I have since moved away; yet I 
often wonder if that lovely home­
stead in the woods still sits empty 
and if what John and Ella truly 
desired was solitude, without in­
truders.—Amity, Oreg.

DAD RETURNED
By Kathleen Courville

MY FATHER Homer Knight 
died of lung cancer in the 
spring of 1981. During the four 
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months he lived after his illness was 
diagnosed, my mother faced so 
many major changes in her life that 
she was unable to adjust. She had 
on her mind not only Dad's terminal 
illness and impending death, but 
also the death of her mother only 
three weeks after Dad’s diagnosis. 
As if two disasters in her life were 
not enough, my sister’s mother-in- 
law also was dying of cancer. She 
did, in fact, succumb only two days 
after Dad’s passing.

During the stress of this four- 
month period, Mom became angry 
one day and made a comment re­
garding my father that, after his 
death, caused her to feel great guilt. 
No amount of assurance that her 
anger was excusable in such de­
pressing circumstances helped to 
relieve her mind of the guilt she felt.

After some three weeks of com­
pounded grief and guilt, she was 
awakened in the night. Wondering 
what had roused her, she noticed 
that the light was on in the bath­
room. She was alone that night and 
was certain she had turned off the 
light before going to bed. After 

listening for sounds of an intruder, 
she went into the bathroom. Flip­
ping the switch off and on several 
times, she convinced herself there 
was no electrical problem. “Maybe 
I did leave it on,” she decided.

A few minutes after she returned 
to bed, the light came on again. She 
was still awake and knowing that 
she was not dreaming, she became 
uneasy. Again she listened but 
heard no sound.

Walking down the short hall 
leading to the bathroom, she no­
ticed two books lying on the floor. 
They had not been there before. 
Suddenly she became aware of the 
overpowering odor of flowers, like 
that pervading the parlor in which 
Dad had lain at the funeral home.

Mom said she “felt Dad’s pres­
ence” and to this very day, seven 
years later, is convinced, as I am, 
that Dad returned to her. After 
telling him she was sorry for what 
she had said, she knew he had 
understood and forgiven her. Final­
ly she felt peace and the certainty 
that he was still alive somewhere.— 
Tulsa, Okla.

A ROSE IS A RHOADS

ALICE RHOADS would be­
come disconcerted and pro­
voked when she had trouble pro­

nouncing the “d” in her last name. 
Invariably people thought she said 
“Rose.” She had a sister-in-law,

however, whose name was Rose 
Rhoads. Whatever problem Alice 
had with her name was resolved 
after her second marriage to a 
Harold Rose when then she became 
Rose Rose.
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The story of an alien attack was imaginary — but the death 
and destruction caused by humans were all too real....

By Dwight Whalen

ON THE night of October 30,1938, 
thousands of Americans were 
terrified by radio reports that Martians 

had invaded the U.S.A. and were 
sweeping across the country, killing 
and destroying. When they later learned 
that the “Martian invasion” was only a 
dramatization of H.G. Wells’ novel 
The War of the Worlds, performed on 

the CBS network by the Orson Welles 
Mercury Theater players, listeners 
turned shame-faced and angry, but not 
violent. The same, unfortunately, 
cannot be said of the bloody and sur­
prisingly forgotten “War of the Worlds” 
radio panic at Quito, Ecuador, in 1949.

On the night of February 12 as a 
musical program played over station 
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Radio Quito in the Ecuadoran capital, 
an announcer suddenly broke in to 
report that a mysterious, deadly in­
vader “in the shape of a cloud” had 
destroyed the town of Latacumgo, 20 
miles away, and was heading for Quito.

“The air base of Mariscal Sucre has 
been taken by the enemy and it is being 
destroyed,” said the announcer. “There 
are many dead and wounded.”

The voice of the “Minister of the 
Interior” urged citizens not to panic, 
“in order to be able to organize the 
defense and evacuation of the city.”

Then the “mayor” of Quito spoke, 
“People of Quito, let us defend our 
city. Our women and children must go 
out into the surrounding heights to 
leave the men free for action."

A priest was heard begging for 
God’s mercy.

The sound of Quito’s church bells, 
ringing out the alarm, came over the 
radio. A newscaster, claiming to be 
speaking from the tower of La Previ- 
sora, Quito’s tallest building, said he 
saw a monster approaching the city 
from the north. The “Martian” was 
engulfed in smoke and flames. Within 
minutes most of the city’s population, 
many only half-clad, took to the streets, 
rushing every which way to escape the 
killer Martians.

The city was in full upheaval before 
the program directors at Radio Quito 
discovered the panic they had caused. 
Frantically they broadcast pleas for 
calm, explaining the Martian attack 
was only fiction, a dramatization of 
The War of the Worlds adapted to

Ecuadoran locales.
Learning that they had been fright­

ened almost to death by a drama, people 
became enraged. A mob descended 
upon the Comercio Building, where 
the Radio Quito studios were located, 
broke the windows and tossed gaso­
line and flaming balls of paper inside.

About 100 people were in the build­
ing, which also housed the offices and 
equipment of Ecuador’s principal 
newspaper, Comercio. As it caught 
fire, some escaped, but spreading 
flames trapped others inside.

Troops, tanks and tear gas finally 
cleared the way for fire trucks to reach 
the blazing building — but the struc­
ture was totally destroyed. Fifteen 
people were killed in the fire, another 
15 injured.

Why did Ecuadorans react violently, 
whereas Americans, fooled by the 
Orson Welles broadcast in 1938, did 
not?

It is noteworthy that the riot oc­
curred shortly after 1947 when news­
papers and radios around the world 
began reporting sightings of unidenti­
fied disc-shaped craft flying through 
the skies. By 1949, the possibility that 
earth was being visited by interplane­
tary aliens was widely discussed in 
Ecuador as elsewhere. Consequently, 
the Martian invasion broadcast in Quito 
had a degree of realism that was lack­
ing in the pre-saucer America of 1938.

The Quito riot is a chilling example 
of the potential havoc that could be 
caused by news of a mass landing of 
alien craft.
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Out-of-Body Psychology
By Susan Blackmore

Flying is so wonderful. I am drift­
ing in some yielding, flowing softness. 
It feels—oh sofamiliar. I seem to be 
disintegrating, falling apart into sepa­
rate pieces and then into nothing at all. 
Then back together and flying ...in a 
deep blue sky I am flying home: to my 
own house. The night is deep blue and 
the garden dark but the house stands 
out, glowing with yellow lights. 1 can 
look inside and see someone in the 
kitchen cooking. I close in on the 
upstairs windows and see the children 
fast asleep, tucked up in bed.

Was this an out-of-body experi­
ence? It happened when I took 
80 milligrams of ketamine, an anaes­

thetic often used for children but rarely 
for adults because of its tendency to 
produce half-conscious states like this, 
and even nightmares and hallucina­
tions. In larger quantities it produces 
total anaesthesia but with a small dose 
the patient simply hovers between con­
sciousness and unconsciousness: be­
tween having a body and being seem­
ingly disembodied. The body is physi­
cally paralyzed and you can’t even 

move your eyes. The drug is restricted 
for medical use in the United States 
and it isn’t something to take unless 
you are determined to explore OBE 
states of mind.

I felt I was ready. I underwent this 
experience because I have always be­
lieved that laboratory research on OBEs 
must go hand in hand with experimen­
tal research. But was this really an 
OBE? Was it the same as the OBEs 
that occur, for example, near death or 
during accidents? Did anything leave 
that paralyzed body on the bed?

If our research and theorizing have 
progressed at all, it should be possible 
to answer such questions. And I think 
they have progressed considerably 
during the past few years. So where 
have they been going?

The most popular explanations for 
the out-of-body experience have 
always been the paranormal or 
“ecsomatic” theories which claim that 
something actually leaves the body.

The most obvious implication of 
such theories is that people having 
these experiences should be able to see 
at a distance; mother words, they should 
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be capable of remote viewing or of 
using ESP while disembodied. There 
has, however, been little research on 
ESP during OBEs since the 1970’s. 
Two researchers have reviewed what 
evidence there is. Carlos Alvarado 
examined the experimental literature 
on ESP functioning and the OBE in the 
September 1982 issue of the Journal of 
Parapsychology and concluded that 
laboratory studies generally showed 
weak and inconsistent results. In his 
Flighl of Mind (1985) Harvey Irwin of 
the University of New England in 
Australia argues that the claimed 
“veridicality” of many OBEs is proba­
bly exaggerated.

After my experience with ketamine 
I tried to find out what had been 
happening at my house. I found that no 
one really had been cooking in the 
kitchen. But I was still encouraged by 
a little test we had performed. While I 
was still under the influence of the 
drug and my eyes were closed, my 
companion held up a few fingers and 

asked how many I could “see.”
“Three,” I replied. And three it was. 

But further tests failed. Perhaps I sim­
ply guessed his preferred number. 
Properly conducted tests along these 
lines would be most useful.

I have also tried some experiments 
with other OBErs who claim the ca­
pacity to have OBEs voluntarily or ex­
perience them regularly when going to 
sleep. Several have agreed to take part 
in a long-distance open-ended experi­
ment I have designed.

These experiments began when one 
of them visited my home and chose the 
test he wanted to try.

“I am sure I could visit your house 
at night,” he said. “You could put up a 
word for me and perhaps a five-digit 
number like Tart used.* You could 
even try some real objects too. Then I

•In 1968 Charles Tart, a psychologist al the University 
of California, Davis, reported an experiment in which 
his subject successfully “read" a five-digit number 
placed on a ledge above her bed in a sleep lab. She was 
experiencing an out-of-body episode at the lime. 

SCIENTIFIC INTEREST in the out-of-body experience reached its peak in the 
early 1970’s when both the American Society for Psychical Research in New 
York City and the Psychical Research Foundation in Durham, N.C., received 
grants to study its mysteries. The results of these experiments were fascinating 
but perplexing. Researchers at both institutions worked primarily with “gifted” 
subjects who could purportedly “leave” their bodies voluntarily. The results 
often seemed to show that these individuals could “see" from a distance, 
influence the behavior of people and animals, and so on. But they were rarely 
consistent.

When this research ended, a psychological approach to the question was 
tried. Dr. Susan Blackmore, a leading advocate of this approach, does not 
believe that in the OBE the mind leaves the body, but she does feel that the 
experience is significant and well worth studying. In her contribution to our 
“Parapsychology Today” series she reports what psychology is learning about 
the experience and the persons who undergo it.
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could visit your house astrally and later 
write and tell you what I saw.”

I asked him where he would like the 
targets placed and he wandered around 
the house until he found a suitable 
place on my kitchen wall.

When he had gone I made out a list 
of 20 common words and 20 small 
objects I could pin up. Each week I 
used random-number tables to select a 
new number, word and object and there 
they remained for him to “visit” any 
time he liked. Later I changed them 
only once a month and then even less 
frequently. But neither he nor any of 
the other people who subsequently tried 
this test have been able conectly to 
identify the targets. One woman 
seemed to succeed partially but she 
was never able to repeat her perform­
ance. So it was impossible to use this 
type of experiment to find anything out 
about the OBE. I think the general 
impression (so far at least) is that look­
ing for ESP within the OBE is a fruit­
less pursuit.

THERE HAS, on the other hand, 
been much progress on exploring 
the psychology of the OBE. The popu­

lar astronomer and writer Carl Sagan 
has argued, for instance, that the uni­
versality of the imagery seen during 
near-death experiences (including 
OBEs) could be referring to the one ex­
perience we all share: our own births. 
According to this theory, we symboli­
cally relive our birth when we experi­
ence the OBE or NDE. The tunnel 
along which so many OBErs travel is 

the birth canal and the “silver cord” 
represents the umbilicus.

This explanation may have a super­
ficial appeal but in fact makes little 
sense. The birth canal could, by no 
stretch of the imagination, look like a 
tunnel with a light at the end to an 
infant being forced along it by the 
contractions of labor. Nor would the 
newborn baby perceive the experience 
of birth in a way in which an adult 
could recall it. In addition, surveys 
haveshown that silver cords—despite 
their prominence in occult folklore — 
occur in only about five percent of 
OBE cases.

Nevertheless, to an extent the birth 
theory is testable. If birth were the 
prototype on which the experience of 
leaving the body is based, we would 
expect people bom by cesarean sec­
tion not to report tunnel experiences or 
classical OBEs. By surveying 254 
persons I showed this was not the case. 
I found that people bom by cesarean 
reported just as many OBEs as anyone 
else. This is not to say that the general 
idea of birth could not mold our expe­
riences in some way, but it does show 
that an individual’s own birth is not 
“relived” in the OBE.

Two other psychological theories 
for the OBE take modem cognitive 
psychology as their basis. Dr. Harvey 
Irwin has developed what he calls a 
“synesthetic” model of the OBE. He 
argues that the experience begins when 
our normal body image is disrupted. 
We maintain our normal body image 
by relying on the sensory information 
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that enters the brain from our limbs and 
skin. Based on this information, we 
continuously know where our legs and 
arms are located and have aclcar image 
of what our body is doing. But if these 
messages are disrupted (for example, 
by falling victim to accident, by being 
half-asleep, or whatever), we may get 
a sudden feeling of being disembod­
ied.

Once this feeling is established, it 
can cross over the other senses. 
(Synethesia means the translation of 
one sense into another.) A visual image 
of a “floating self’ might next be 
mentally constructed. So from what 
started as only a general disembodied 
feeling, the whole OBE — with all its 
visual qualities—would be produced.

This theory is purely psychologi­
cal. It does not claim that anything 
leaves the body but rather tries to 
explain the OBE in terms of normal 
psychology.

ONE IMPLICATION of this type 
of theory is that what is seen in the 
OBE is lhe product of mental imagery. 

Parapsychologists and psychologists 
have conducted considerable research 
on imagery and OBEs.

An early suggestion was that the 
OBE was “just imagined” by the per­
cipient This theory predicted that 
people with good imagery should be 
more likely than other people to have 
OBEs. This prediction was tested by 
several researchers but nobody ever 
confirmed iL Irwin’s theory, however, 
is not that simplistic. To have an OBE, 

he argues, people need to possess 
spacial skills to construct a proper out- 
of-body viewpoint, buttheir other skills 
for creating mental imagery need not 
be particularly good.

In 1983 Irwin and Ann M. Cook 
conducted an experiment to investi­
gate this possibility. They used a spe­
cially-constructed box with an F- 
shaped block inside and showed it to 
their subjects at the University of New 
England. Some of these subjects had 
previously reported OBEs while the 
others had not. The subjects were 
shown pictures of the block from dif­
ferent positions in the box and asked to 
identify the position. Those who had 
had OBEs did better than the controls. 
So at last it seemed that tests of im­
agery were starting to teach us some­
thing important about lhe OBE.

In addition, it has now been well 
established that OBErs are high on 
what psychologists call “absorption.” 
People with this trait can easily be­
come so absorbed ina film or book that 
they can ignore anything else that is 
going on around them. So it may be 
that the capacity to become totally 
wrapped up in one’s mental imagery is 
far more important than how good or 
clear that imagery is in the first place.

Such data fit well with my own 
theory of lhe OBE, which is rather 
different from Irwin’s. It is also based 
on the disruption of the body image 
and is drawn from well-known psy­
chological principles. Nor docs it posit 
that anything leaves the body. The 
starting point for my conceptual model 
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is how real the OBE seems to the 
people undergoing it.

This phenomenon forced me to ask 
myself why anything seems real. My 
answer is that the human brain is con­
stantly building up “models” of the 
world, from imagination and from the 
senses. Most of the time the best 
model we have is based on information 
channeled through the senses and so 
this model seems real to us. But the 
conditions that tend to induce OBEs 
are just those that disrupt this normal 
sensory model of reality — such as 
being involved in an accident, coming 
near death or even just sitting still for 
long periods.

When our perception of the normal 
world is disrupted, what is likely to 
happen? I think a sensible organism 
will do any thing possible to reestablish 
that sensory model of reality and will, 
as it were, ask, “Who am I? Where am 
I? What is going on?” If the answer 
isn’t coming in from the sensory chan­
nels, then it will have to come from 
memory. Here is a major clue to help 
us understand the OBE. We know 
something very interesting and impor­
tant about memory models. They are 
often “built” from a bird’s-eye view­
point. Could this be the OBE? Could 
the experience be a secondary model 
ofrealitybuiltfrom memory and imagi­
nation — a model that occasionally 
takes over and seems “real” to us?

To better understand this concep­
tual model of the OBE, think of the last 
time you walked down the street to 
your house. Do you see yourself walk­

ing along as if from above? Or do you 
see the street and house from eye level 
as if you were actually there? Clearly 
my theory predicts that persons who 
have OBEs are more likely to use the 
“observer” perspective, so I set out to 
test this idea.

* * ♦

IN TWO experiments I asked my 
subjects to remember various events 
from their lives or to imagine present 

scenes. They had to perform these 
mental tasks either from eye level or 
from an elevated (bird’s-eye) perspec­
tive. I then asked them to switch view­
points from one position to the other. I 
found that those who had had OBEs 
were better able to make this switch.

Irwin and I have independently 
tested the viewpoints OBErs and oth­
ers habitually rely on while employing 
memory. In both our experiments we 
asked our subjects to recall scenes from 
waking life and from dreams. We both 
found the same thing. Persons who 
report OBEs tend to recall their dreams 
from the perspective of an observer, 
but this finding didn’thold out for their 
recollections of waking events.

Irwin carried out several further 
analyses of his data but they are too 
complicated to summarize in this re­
port

I made other predictions from my 
“memory-plus-imagination” theory of 
the OBE. One prediction was that the 
“skills” needed for a person deliber­
ately to induce an OBE were probably 
different from those that lead a person 
to experience a spontaneous OBE — 
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such as those that take place before or 
while emerging from sleep, or those 
resulting from mishaps or illness. ’ 
questioned nearly 100 persons and 
divided the 361 found reporting OBEs 
into those who had experienced only 
spontaneous OBEs and those who had 
managed to induce at least one OBE 
deliberately. I asked them about their 
dream-control skills. Just as I ex­
pected, I found that those who could 
stop a dream they didn’t like or could 
choose to dream on a specific topic 
were the same persons who could 
purportedly induce an OBE.

Interestingly, every member of this 
select group also reported experienc­
ing lucid dreams. By contrast, the ones 
who reported spontaneous OBEs didn’t 
seem to possess good drcam-control 
skills — but they did report more 
mystical experiences.

WHAT ELSE have we learned 
about the‘psychology of the

OBE?
There have always been individu­

als who worry that their OBEs mean 
they are going crazy. Some psychia­
trists even claim that having some­
thing bizarre like an OBE is sympo- 
matic of mental illness. But plenty of 
recent research will reassure these 
frightened persons that there is noth­
ing wrong with them.

Two Kansas psychiatrists, Drs. Glen 
Gabbard and Stuart Twemlow, sent 
psychological inventories to about 700 
persons who had reported OBEs to 
them. Their most important finding 

was that the people who have OBEs 
re psychologically quite healthy, 

iheir inventory scores seem remarka­
bly similar to those for any healthy 
American citizen and show no special 
signs of mental illness, psychotic think­
ing or other pathological characteris­
tics. An even more recent study re­
ported by Jerome Tobacyk and Tho­
mas Mitchell showed that personality 
adjustment is as good in OBErs as in 
others.

To determine whether there is a 
relationship between OBEs and psy­
chosis, I surveyed a group of schizo­
phrenics and a control group consist­
ing of other hospital patients. My 
preliminary results showed that far 
more of the schizophrenics had the 
experience than the controls (42 per­
cent as opposed to 13 percent) but their 
descriptions were most revealing.

Many of the schizophrenics in­
cluded hallucinatory experiences — 
for example, of being on another planet 
and meeting alien creatures — that 
were very different from what is ordi­
narily encountered in the OBE. When 
only more “typical” OBEs were tabu­
lated, the proportion of schizophrenics 
reporting the experience dropped to 14 
percent — almost exactly the same as 
the control group. And these OBEs 
sounded much alike. One patient re­
ported, for example, that he was “on 
stage in the middle of a play at Her 
Majesly’sTheatre, Barrow-in-Furness. 
It didn ’ t affect my performance in any 
way at all. I went on acting while my 
center of consciousness (I) floated 
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about 15 feet above the scene I was in.”
Further evidence that there is noth­

ing pathological about the OBE also 
resulted from the study. The schizo­
phrenics who reported those bizarre 
experiences were more likely to have 
visual distortions and more symptoms 
of schizophrenia. On the other hand, 
those patients who reported typical 
OBEs did not. In other words, there is 
no reason to think the typical OBE is 
associated with schizophrenia.

Some additional research has be­
gun to study children and their OBEs. 
It is often thought that children have 
OBEs more readily than adults but 
perhaps tend to forget them as they 
grow older. (Many adults claim to 
have had OBEs in childhood.) If this 
belief is true, it would be interesting to 
talk directly with young children about 
their experiences.

Robin Wooffitt, a colleague  of mine 
at the University of Bristol, went to a 
primary school and interviewed 52 
children aged five to 12. He asked 
them about the viewpoints they used 
while remembering different past 
events and imaginary playmates. To 
make the question understandable to 
young children but without leading 
them too much, Wooffitt asked them 
questions about the sensation of float­
ing and then added, “Have you ever 
floated in the air?” Just one 11-year- 
old boy said he had, two years earlier 
when he was ill.

“I was lying down on the bed and I 
felt as though I was flying around the 
sky,” he said. He saw the ceiling 

coming closer as he floated up. He 
seemed to be moving in a circular 
pattern and felt some “to-ing and fro- 
ing.” He said the experience lasted a 
“heck of a long time.”

But he was the only one of over 50 
children to report such an experience. 
This finding seems to imply that 
children do not have OBEs as 
commonly as we have presumed. Such 
a surprising finding deserves further 
study.

* * *

I THINK the psychological studies 
we’ve been surveying show that 

science is tackling a very difficultprob- 
lem effectively. Only a decade ago the 
OBE seemed totally mysterious to us. 
There were several paranormal theo­
ries about its nature but the research 
these theories generated seemed to lead 
consistently to dead ends.

The only alternative explanation 
seemed to be that the OBE was simply 
the result of “imagination,” which was 
no explanation at all. Now, although 
our psychological theories are far from 
complete, research into the OBE is 
progressing nicely. While there exist 
several rival psychological theories 
which share much common ground, 
parapsychologists are conducting the 
kinds of experiments that will deter­
mine which theory works best. The 
future of OBE research looks exciting.

In my opinion we need to see the 
OBE in a wider context. In one sense, 
I think, the experience is just an illu­
sion — some sort of “illusion of real­
ity.” But it has the potential to tell us 
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a great deal about how we normally 
construct “reality.”

It is important for us to see through 
that illusion. The significance of the 
OBE is not that we can see at a distance 
(which the evidence suggests we can­
not) or that something leaves the body, 
or even that it provides evidence for 
survival of death. Its significance is 
that it can reveal to us something about 
the nature of the illusion in which we 
all live most of our lives.

We don’t have to believe that the 
normal world of the physical senses 
constitutes the limits of “reality.” 

Consensus reality is primarily a useful 
construction, but one step beyond this 
reality is the OBE. But what a limited 
world it is!

The world of the out-of-body expe­
rience is just a copy of the ordinary 
world experienced from a different 
perspective. But do we have to stick 
with that? With persistent practice and 
determination, perhaps it is possible 
— as the mystics have long told us — 
to transcend the illusion. The OBE 
tells us something about the remark­
able potential of our extraordinary (but 
unpsychic) minds.

IB
IN 1928 the great Norwegian ex­

plorer Roald Amundsen died while 
attempting to rescue an Italian expe­

dition lost in the Arctic. His estate 
was left in confusion and his numer­
ous hand-tinted lantern slides, which 
he had used on his lecture tours, dis­
appeared. Nearly 60 years later the 
widow of Amundsen’s nephew found 
a packing case marked “Horlicks 
Malted Milk” in the attic of her Oslo 
flat. Inside were more than 200 of 
Amundsen’s original slides.

Over 150 of these images have 
been reproduced in full color in The 
Amundsen Photographs, an unprece­
dented illustrated lour of Amundsen’s 
unrivaled achievements in Arctic

LOST PHOTOGRAPHS SURFACE AFTER 60 YEARS 
By Paul Steiner

exploration. The first man to reach 
the South Pole (1911), he was also the 
first man to navigate the North West 
Passage, the legendary shortcut across 
the top of North America (1903), and 
Amundsen was the second man to sail 
through the North East Passage, the 
long-sought seaway along the north 
coast of Russia (1918). As a result 
Amundsen was the first, and so far the 
only, man ever to have circumnavi­
gated the Arctic.

Roland Huntford’s introduction 
sets these stunning images in the 
context of Amundsen’s life and ex­
plorations. The captions, drawn from 
previously unpublished diaries, reveal 
Amundsen as a gifted anthropologist.
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MATERIAL EVIDENCE

IN THE APRIL 25, 1988, issue of
The New Yorker former Sen. Barry 

Goldwater remarks, "I used to receive a 
hundred calls a year from people who 
wanted me to get into the Green Room 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
because that’s where the Air Force 
stored all the material gathered on 
UFOs. I once asked General Curtis 
LeMay if I could get into that room. He 
said, ‘Not only can’t you get into it but 
don’t you ever mention it to me again.' ”

Thirteen years earlier, in a March 28, 
1975, letter to an inquirer, Goldwater 
said he had made the request “10 or 12 
years ago” but “I was understandably 
denied this request. It is still classified 
above Top Secret.”

The “it” to which the former senator, 
once a ranking member of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee and a brigadier 
general in the U.S. Air Force Reserve, 
refers is not just UFO information but 
“material” in the most literal sense: 
physical remains of crashed UFOs. Ru­
mors that such material exists have 
circulated as long as the UFO contro­
versy itself, but only in the past decade 
has real evidence surfaced. That evi­
dence came to light through painstaking 
investigation conducted by William L.

Moore and Stanton T. Friedman in the 
late 1970’s, when through the testimo­
nies of 92 informants—civilian, military 
and intelligence—with direct or indirect 
knowledge, they were able to reconstruct 
the story of an apparent UFO crash near 
Corona, N. Mex., in early July 1947. 
(The episode is known as the “Ros­
well incident” because the investigating 
officers were dispatched from the army 
air base at Roswell, N. Mex. See my 
“UFO Crashes, Part III,” March 1988 
Fate.) Moore and Friedman’s work has 
stood up despite vigorous (and mostly 
laughable) attempts to discredit it.

Unless a credible non-UFO explana­
tion emerges (and so far none is even on 
the horizon), we have no choice but to 
conclude that there is a cover-up. If 
there weren’t, official agencies would 
long ago have given us a full and 
truthful account of what really hap­
pened at Roswell.

Aside from this, we know from Free­
dom of Information Act legal battles 
conducted in the late 1970’s and *80’5 
that official agencies are withholding 
UFO data and are willing to go to court 
to protect them. We also have a con­
siderable body of testimony from mili­
tary and intelligence personnel, past 
and present, who assert that our govern­

101
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ment knows far more than it is letting 
on.

But what does it know? Does the 
cover-up consist simply of impressive 
military and intelligence sightings (some 
confirmed by classified detection sys­
tems whose existence the government 
does not want known for reasons having 
only incidentally to do with UFO se­
crecy) — or of certain knowledge of 
extraterrestrial visitation?

Timothy Good’s Above Top Secret 
(William Morrow and Company, Inc., 
New York, N.Y., 1988, 592 pages, 
$19.95) is a detailed look at how not 
only the American but many other 
governments have tried to deal with the 
UFO phenomenon. Good draws on a 
great deal of extraordinary case material 
— sightings by scientists and military 
and civilian pilots, radar-visual and 
physical-evidence incidents, and other 
solidly-documented events — taken 
mostly from official archives, and from 
these he is able to show that officialdom 
everywhere is more concerned than it 
lets on.

That, of course, is not surprising. As a 
general rule governments (with some 
spectacular exceptions) are not ruled by 
stupid people. When military officers 
charged with the defense of the state 
report seeing structured objects with 
remarkable capabilities and tracking 
them on state-of-the-art radar systems, 
even the most dim-witted can figure out 
that something is going on. Political 
leaders also know there is nothing to be 
gained by acknowledging as much to a 
citizenry which will not be happy to 
hear there is nothing that can be done 
about it — thus the universal practice of 
putting out bogus “explanations" in the 
hope that people will be gullible enough 

to be lulled into a false sense of security. 
Meanwhile the serious investigation 
goes on, under the direction of military 
intelligence agencies.

This much seems self-evident and 
noncontroversial. After all, why should 
governments be any less puzzled than 
civilians who have pondered the UFO 
evidence?

If, however, there is one government 
that knows the Ultimate Secret, it is our 
own. If the object that crashed at Coro­
na was a UFO, as those associated with 
its recovery say it was, then American 
officialdom — or at least that small part 
of it privy to the relevant information 
—in all likelihood knows what UFOs 
are. In fact, a number of individuals, 
including government scientists and air 
force intelligence officers, have made 
precisely this claim, purporting to be 
speaking from inside knowledge.

Among them are Wilbert Smith, who 
headed the Canadian government’s 
UFO project in the early 1950’s, and 
physicist Robert Sarbacher, who 
worked for the Defense Department’s 
Joint Research and Development 
Board. Dr. Sarbacher, who claimed 
that crashed vehicles and their dead 
occupants were under study at Wright- 
Patterson, said that official UFO knowl­
edge “is the most highly classified sub­
ject in the United States government.” 
Victor Marchetti, a former CIA official 
and coauthor of a best-selling book on 
the agency, writes that “we have, indeed, 
been contacted — perhaps even visited 
— by extraterrestrial beings, and the 
U.S. government ... is determined to 
keep this information from the general 
public.”

Besides these and other publicly-iden­
tified individuals whose veracity ordi­



BOOKS, NEWS & REVIEWS 103
narily would not be open to question, 
sources alleging a cover-up include a 
shadowy group of air force intelligence 
officers who since the early 1970’s have 
leaked to various media and ufological 
contacts what is supposed to be the 
secret story of our government’s inter­
action with UFO intelligences. The cred­
ibility of these accounts is long short of 
certain; at the same time, however, one 
has to wonder what possible motives 
could underlie an expensive, compli­
cated hoax that has stretched over a 
decade and a half with no apparent 
payoff. (See Part IV of “UFO Crashes,” 
April 1988 Fate.)

Another element of the controversy is 
the much-debated MJ-12 briefing docu­
ment, allegedly prepared for President­
elect Eisenhower in November 1952. 
The document purports to inform Eisen­
hower of the U.S. government’s recov­
ery of two crashed UFOs (one at Coro­
na, the other along the Texas-Mexico 
border 3!4 years later) and of the estab­
lishment of a supersecret “Majestic-12” 
group to deal with “extraterrestrial bio­
logical entities.’’The document surfaced 
independently in America (via anony­
mous mailing to television producer 
Jaime Shandera) and in England (to 
Timothy Good in a manner he refuses to 
discuss). Defenders of the document 
have effectively rebutted critics’ at­
tempts to debunk it — without, how­
ever, succeeding in establishing its au­
thenticity. Independent sources, among 
them a famous World War II American 
general, have asserted—in private—that 
an MJ-12 UFO project did and does 
exist.

The evidence for a cover-up of the 
Ultimate Secret comes to this (in de­
scending order of importance): (1) the
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Roswell incident; (2) the testimony of 
publicly-known officials and officers 
who, while to all appearances credible, 
have only their word to offer as evi­
dence; and (3) the claims of military 
intelligence people who are either telling 
the truth or playing an inscrutible game 
of disinformation.

In other words, the question is very 
much open to discussion and further 
investigation. In that sense Good’s 
Above Top Secret is a worthwhile, 
mostly reliable guide to what is current­
ly known, suspected or rumored about 
the cover-up. Unfortunately, the chap­
ter on crashed discs (which, if there are 
such, are at the heart of the cover-up) is 
flawed by an uncritical treatment of the 
Aztec, N. Mex., story, which serious 
ufologists regard as fictitious (“UFO 
Crashes, Part II,” February 1988 Fate) 
and which recently was the subject of a 

wildly speculative book (“Books, News 
& Reviews,” April 1988) whose unsup­
ported claims Good has swallowed 
whole.

Good also takes seriously testimony 
from several sources whom other inves­
tigators have found untrustworthy. 
Moreover, amusingly to those of us who 
knew the late J. Allen Hynek fairly well, 
Good hints that Hynek was a CIA 
consultant whose job was to monitor 
the UFO community. This is nonsense. 
It is hard for those of us who knew him 
to imagine any less likely a secret gov­
ernment agent. Allen Hynek, a wonder­
fully nice, open man, the living personi­
fication of the absent-minded professor, 
was exactly what he appeared to be: a 
man who loved astronomy first and 
ufology second and who went to his 
grave wishing he had the answers to the 
mysteries of both.

SECRETS of the OCCULT
Revealed in these famed books 

by L.W. DeLaurence
Founder of the publishing firm that still bears 
rence did much to foster occult teachings.
psychology, religion and the occult that brought

his name, the late L.W. DeLau- 
He authored many books on

him world-wide renown
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occultist S.L. MacGregor Mathers from ancient 
manuscripts in the British Museum. It reveals 
King Solomon's secret mysteries and rites, gives 
instructions for conducting Talismanic and 
Ceremonial Magick, and illustrates ancient seals, 
pentacles and talismans. $16.95
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OTHER REVIEWS 
MODERN MIRACLES by Erlendur 
Haraldsson, Ballantine Books, New 
York, N.Y., 1988, 300 pages, $8.95, 
paperback.

The image of the Asian spiritual 
leader who understands the laws of the 
universe and can perform miracles like 
those of the New Testament remains a 
powerful one. Sathya Sai Baba, an 
Indian guru in his early 60’s, might be 
such a “God-man,” according to Erlen­
dur Haraldsson, an Icelandic psycholo­
gist who investigated his seeming mir­
acles between 1974 and 1986 on several 
trips to India. (See his "Sai Baba, Man 
of Miracles,” August 1988 Fate.) While 
in Modern Miracles Dr. Haraldsson is 
unwilling to do more than “tentatively 
assume” that the phenomena connected 
with Sai Baba are paranormal, millions 
of Indians believe that they are and that 
Sai Baba is an avatar, a person whose 
inner divinity is realized.

Although his headquarters are in 
southern India, his round face, distinc­
tively bushy hair and close-fitting gold­
en robes make him a recognizable figure 
in news media images all over the na­
tion. Haraldsson, incidentally, took 
pains to examine several of the guru’s 
cassock-style robes for hidden pockets 
but found nothing. The robes, made of a 
single lightweight layer of cloth and 
worn over briefs or Indian-style loin­
cloth (dhoti ), offered little space for 
concealing the types of objects regularly 
materialized by Sai Baba, including 
sacred ash powder (vibuti), jewelry, 
various types of candy and, some fol­
lowers attest, complete hot meals for 
groups of people on some occasions.

Haraldsson found witnesses to in-
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stances of Sai Baba’s apparently know­
ing the future or events in distant places, 
of his appearing two places at once and 
of his body’s emitting a dazzling light 
outdoors in the early evening.

Haraldsson had observed other In­
dian swamis whose “miracles” he attri­
buted to sleight-of-hand trickery. Sai 
Baba has also been accused of that but 
Haraldsson contradicts the claim made 
in D. Scott Rogo’s 1982 book Miracles 
that a movie of Sai Baba gave away his 
secrets. Haraldsson said his correspon­
dence with Rogo revealed that Rogo 
had not in fact seen the film in question 
but wrote from someone else’s descrip­
tion of it. Further, Haraldsson con­
tinues, the filmmaker later said he had 
not filmed Sai Baba but another guru.

To Sathya Sai Baba and his followers, 
of course, the materializations and other 
“miracles” are not the issue. As Har­
aldsson writes, “Seemingly paranormal 
phenomena are often considered a sign 
of a swami’s or yogi’s godliness,” but in 
the end they are secondary to his teach­
ing. If the swami does not materialize a 
locket bearing his portrait for the fol­
lower, the follower may purchase one 
easily enough, although it will not be as 
special, perhaps. In conversation with 
the investigators Sai Baba often tried to 
steer the conversation away from phen­
omena and into spiritual matters. He 
refused to deal with a team of Indian 
investigators from Bangalore Univer­
sity, dismissing them with the local 
proverb “Nothing happens to the sky if 
a dog barks.”

Haraldsson was frustrated by Sai 
Baba’s refusal to “perform” under con­
trolled conditions. In the end, he states, 
“in spite of a longstanding and painstak­
ing effort, we found no direct evidence 
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of fraud.’’Since the guru’s priorities and 
the psychologist’s will always be differ­
ent, perhaps that is as close to certainty 
as we may come in Sai Baba’s case. — 
Chas S. Clifton.

MEMORIES OF TOMORROW BY 
Greta Woodrew, Doubleday, New 
York, N.Y., 1988, 223 pages, $16.95.

Memories of Tomorrow is the auto­
biography of contactee and psychic 
Greta Woodrew, a well-tc-do New York 
businesswoman who now lives in the 
mountains of North Carolina, where 
she and her husband await an environ­
mental apocalypse prophesied by extra­
terrestrials with whom Woodrew be­
lieves herself in contact.

The contactee movement of the 
1950’s consisted largely of freewheeling 
bunko artists who posed as prophets 

but whose real interest was in profits. 
Few of these kinds of contactees are 
around anymore, but in recent years the 
movement of which they were a part —a 
kind of Space Age religion deriving 
from the premise that flying saucers are 
piloted by benevolent ETs who are here 
to save us from ourselves — has flour­
ished. Whereas the old-style contactees 
claimed physical contacts (and had the 
photographs to “prove” it), New Age 
contactees are more likely to be psychic 
channelers and, moreover, to be sincere 
in their beliefs, however exotic they may 
seem to unsympathetic outsiders.

Woodrew is one of the New Age 
contactees and her book is an engaging 
account of what it is like to live within 
contactee reality — a different place 
from consensus reality, where nothing 
remotely like the kinds of experiences 
Woodrew matter-of-factly recounts ever
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occurs. Her ЕТ friends (who bear no 
resemblance to beings described in “con­
ventional” — i.e., noncontactee — close 
encounters of the third kind) are from 
“Ogatta." A typical Ogattan is “quite 
beautiful: slender and small . . . with 
huge, lashless, luminous eyes which 
[hold] a deeply compassionate expres­
sion. There [is] something birdlike 
about his appearance.”

Ogattans regularly take control of 
Woodrew’s body and communicate the 
usual contactee messages through her, 
essentially that we had better clean up 
our act, tough times are ahead, and 
things will be better afterwards, when 
we and the Ogattans are on the same 
(literal) wavelength.

Memories of Tomorrow is pleasant 
reading and Woodrew emerges as a 
charming, chatty guide to a vision of the 
universe and its inhabitants that readers 
will accept or reject as they see fit. As 
contactee fare goes, this book is better 
than most. — Patrick Spence.

THE LENS OF PERCEPTION by Hal 
Zina Bennett, Celestial Arts, Berke­
ley, Calif., 1987, 154 pages, $6.95, 
paperback.

A reader’s dilemma: Even if you read 
two books a day for 100 years, over 99 
percent of the books published in En­
glish in that time would remain unread. 
Intelligent selection, therefore, is not 
only wise but essential.

This point was driven home to me 
after reading Hal Zina Bennett’s The 
Lens of Perception which describes 
what makes individuals unique, what 
distinguishes you from your best friend, 
and so on. Dozens of books have dealt 
with this issue, albeit in a slightly dif­

ferent framework, and done it better.
Lens adds nothing significant, it sim­

ply rehashes old ideas: the no-boundary 
of consciousness; the illusory limitations 
of body/mind; the power of positive 
affirmation, ad infinitum. Moreover, it 
is filled with New Age claptrap and 
misinformation which inappropriately 
mixes genuine mystical insight with 
sideshow psychic speculation. The re­
sult is a metaphysical potpourri which is 
full of good cheer but missing good 
sense.

It is one thing to cite Emerson, Jung 
and Maslow, quite another to contrib­
ute to (and extend) their findings. Lens 
does neither. Even as a general intro­
duction to perennial philosophy it suf­
fers from a lack of clarity and organiza­
tion. One comes away with a vague 
sense of how our consciousness affects 
our day-to-day life (and some exercises 
with which to alter our perceptions) but 
no clear understanding of what is meant 
by such statements as “We are One 
through our sharing a common contra­
diction, wherein the Lens of Perception 
defines individual boundaries that are 
both the source of our loneliness and the 
source of our union with the Logos.” 
These kinds of statements may be useful 
in a Zen Buddhist monastery as koans 
(paradoxical sayings which are designed 
to confuse the rational mind) but they 
serve no edifying function in a book 
intended to clarify our circumstances.

Given our limited reading time, we 
are better off being led to classic texts in 
the field (such as Alan Watts’ The Book: 
On the Taboo Against Knowing Who 
You Are [1972] and Ken Wilber’s No 
Boundary [1985]) than reading The 
Lens of Perception.—David Christo­
pher Lane.



— REPORT FROM THE —

READERS
These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments. Send your opinion 
of articles and stories of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., 
Highland Park, Ill. 60035

OPEN LETTER TO URI GELLER
No one knows the true limits of 

paranormal powers. Recently there has 
been talk about the nonpeaceful uses of 
these powers but there has been little 
talk about their use for the benefit of 
humanity.

In all branches of scientific research 
there are innumerable problems which 
require countless man hours of work 
and billions of dollars to solve. You 
have already established a significant 
place for yourself in the history of 
parapsychology. You have the chance 
to make your mark in the history of 
other, less exotic science as well.

Biologists are searching with great 
urgency for chromosomal location of 
genes linked to AIDS, Alzheimer’s dis­
ease, and other contemporary plagues 
of the human race. In the macroworld 
of Brazil you succeeded in increasing 
100 fold the success of searching for 
gold. Why not apply your talent in the 
microworld search for the genetic clues 
to diseases?

Your success in helping medical sci­
ence would bring you high recognition 
and the gratitude of humanity. It would 

oblige the scientific establishment, 
whose overly critical attitude still seems 
traumatic to you, to finally recognize 
the veracity of the paranormal.—Alex­
ander Imich, New York, N. Y.

PREMONITION OF DEATH
P.M.H. Atwater in her article “In the 

Shadow of Death” (September 1988 
Fate) states that on the basis of her 
research she is certain that death is 
never “accidental” in the sense of “un­
expected.” The innermost soul of the 
person, she says, has prearranged its 
physical demise before birth and there­
fore knows the time as it draws near for 
leaving this plane.

What she is describing is unconscious 
suicide. No doubt it does exist, but is it 
really true to assert that this occurs in 
every case of sudden accidental death? 
For example, do all the victims of 
commercial plane crashes say good-bye 
to their families and wind up their 
affairs in advance? Most such victims 
are in the midst of holiday festivity or 
business trips, not philosophical leave- 
taking.

Are we to believe that busloads of
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church campers or sports teams spend 
prior months saying good-bye to each 
other and en masse engineer their 
deaths? Must we also believe that those 
who cause fatal car accidents were the 
manipulated victims of those they kill?

This line of thinking leads us into an 
ethical quagmire. Shouldn’t we have 
masses of verifiable evidence before we 
accept Atwater’s contention? She does 
not provide sufficient evidence for us to 
readily accept her theory. Until there is 
incontrovertible proof that no death is 
accidental, I suggest that such a dan­
gerous and socially harmful notion be 
rejected.—Dai Circe, Morongo Valley, 
Calif.

Reading Atwater’s article was an eerie 
experience. I married my husband Bob 
in August 1965. He died of a heart 
attack on April 13, 1967. According to 
the author’s schedule of pre-death expe­
riences, I noted:

As a haif-Indian Bob discussed in 
past conversations that he wanted to be 
cremated.

As an accountant he was to prepare 
another person’s tax return and get us 
an extension, but rather did the con­
trary, preparing ours first.

The night before he died we drove 
through the countryside to see the two 
homes he had previously built in the 
area.

He looked over all of his jewelry and 
mementoes of his past life telling me 
stories of where he’d gotten each and 
how he treasured them.

The night he died we went to a “last 
fling” dance to which he wore his wed­
ding suit, but was upset he could not 
find his handkerchief which said, 
“What, Me Worry?” Bob danced a wild 
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jitterbug with our friend, brought her 
back to the table and announced to the 
crowd at large, “Would you believe I 
could die of a heart attack right now?” 
And he did.

I have always said that Bob “wrote 
the script” for his death. This is greatly 
reinforced by Atwater’s article.—Grace 
LeMonds, Lubbock, Tex.

* • *
Atwater’s article brought to mind an 

experience I had some years ago.
When I was a little girl growing up on 

a Montana ranch, I did not have fre­
quent contact with my cousin Mary 
Heton, a contemporary of my mother 
and aunts. She was a legend in the 
family for her critical mind and high 
standards. My generation of cousins 
stood in awe of her. She taught English 
in the Des Moines public schools de­
manding scholarship from her pupils, 
who both feared and admired her.

Upon retiring, she received a small 
pension and so went to live with another 
cousin in Cleveland, Ohio. Many years 
later I traveled through Cleveland on 
business and visited with Mary; we 
found we enjoyed each other very much. 
Through the years I occasionally 
stopped to see her for a day or so.

Later I moved to Atlanta, when Mary 
was 95, the last time I visited her. Some 
months later 1 had a strong sense of her 
presence and wondered if she had died. 
Instead I heard her voice in my head 
ask, “Will you remember me after I have 
died?”

I knew her sense of isolation from 
family and friends had lasted over many 
years and that she had been a lonely 
person. 1 answered, “Dear cousin Mary, 
I love you and will remember you with 
delight through the years.”
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A few days later a letter arrived 
saying that she had died three days after 
my experience.—Mary Lou Skinner 
Ross, Issaquah, Wash.

* • • 
SHOCKING INSIGHT

In “Austria’s Medical Shocker” (Sep­
tember 1988 Fate) a picture shows Dr. 
Hochenegg’s natural electricity affect­
ing plants. Anyone can influence plants 
with his hands by using a system that I 
call the “negative ion effect.”

Perform this simple experiment by 
deeply breathing close to a negative ion 
generator for about two minutes. Point 
a finger close to a potted plant and 
watch the results.

I am not trying to disprove Dr. Hoch- 
enegg's healing powers, but rather 
prove that it’s possible to affect living 
plants by charging the body with the 
help of negative ions — while the good 
doctor does it without the help of the 
ion generator.—Jesus Bejar, Milwau­
kee, Wis.

BOGUS MIRACLES
Author Erlendur Haraldsson got in 

some digs in his book Modern Miracles 
and couldn’t refrain from using the 
word cult in his article “Sai Baba, Man 
of Miracles” (August 1988 Fate). 
Would Haraldsson have been kinder if 
Sai Baba had submitted to his controlled 
experiments rather than changing the 
subject to spirituality?

In the gutsy academic tradition, 
Haraldsson allows that some of the 
phenomena may be genuine. Perhaps he 
and the Amazing Randi can suggest 
which of the millions of miracles over 
the last 50 years were bogus and how 
they were done.—George Butler, Ather­
ton, Calif.
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SOFT SKEPTICAL ATTITUDE
D. Scott Rogo’s criticism of Terrence 

Hines’ book Pseudoscience and the 
Paranormal (September 1988 Fate) is a 
good case of someone’s missing the 
forest for the trees. Certainly it is impor­
tant to point out factual errors in a 
book, although how many of the so- 
called errors are really just differences 
of opinion I can’t say.

Rogo, however, misses completely 
the one saving grace of Hines’ book, 
namely that Hines exhibits exactly the 
proper soft skeptical attitude that is so 
necessary in a scientific investigator. 
Rogo misses this undoubtedly because 
he himself lacks the attitude. It is only 
developed by years of rigorous training 
and study.

Facts are important, but an attitude 
that will produce as objective a testing 
of reality as is possible is absolutely 
essential in an investigator.—Gordon 
Stein, Ph.D., Santa Monica, Calif.

OLD-FASHIONED CHANNELING
Chas S. Clifton’s review of Chan­

neling (July 1988 Fate) clearly implies 
that the “productions” of present-day 
channelers are essentially the same as 
what was communicated through “old- 
fashioned” mediums. This implication 
is surely regrettable since there is an 
important difference.

It is true that supposedly enlightened 
entities did discuss general ideas during 
seances, but it is also true that the really 
exciting — and sought-after — commu­
nications were specifically personal ones 
which enabled sitters to identify com­
municators as family members and 
friends who had survived body death 
and were verifying this survival.— 
Sidney Morton, Richmond, Va.

YOUR MONEY BACK 
IF MY PREDICTIONS 

DON’T HAPPEN!

Tarot Master & Numerologist 
Predicts Your 12-Month Future 

For Only $12.00
AND PERSONALLY ANSWERS 
ANY QUESTIONS YOU ASK, 

ABSOLUTELY FREE!
Send: FULL NAME AT BIRTH - FULL 
BIRTHDATE - BIRTH PLACE - $12.00. 
Allow 3-week delivery. (Canada & Overseas: 
Money Order, U.S. Fundi)

To: JULIEN - P.O. BOX 594-FT
Idyllwild, California 92349

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED FREE!



116 FATE

CLASSIFIEDS
Order Form

FATE Magazine
I 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035

I submit the Classified ad below under the 
conditions stated in the Classified heading on

[ 1 enclose $________ for_________ words
at the rates checked: □ $1.40 per word, one 

I time; □ $1.35 per word. 3 times; □ $1.30 per 
I word, 6 times, □ $125 per word, 9 times 
I □ $ 1.20 per word. 12 times. Bold face available, 
I $3.00 per word, per insertion.

Address

i City State Zip

SUPPORT FOR STEINMAN
I I recently read William Steinman's 
I UFO Crash at Aztec, which was re- 
I viewed by Jerome Clark (April 1988 
1 Fate). While 1 was impressed by the 
I quality of Steinman’s research and pro- 
I fessional manner of following leads and 
[ presenting evidence openly, 1 was not 
I impressed by the people who criticized 
I him at UFO panels and groups. The 
I data presented were old information 
I and the remarks about Steinman were 
[ basically character assassination.
I Having reread a number of Jerome 
I Clark’s books, my opinion is that he is 
I trying to do a good job, but doesn’t 
I want to get on the wrong side of a 
[ political issue. His reply to Steinman’s 
I letter is evasive with obscure remem- 
I brances. He is acting like a “company 
I man” who doesn’t want to out and out 
I attack, but is aware that he could be 
I ostracized as Steinman has been if he 
I does not go along with the accepted 
I point of view.

I am convinced that there is a group 
I of U FO researchers with a strong com- 
] mitment to suppress information pro- 
I fessionally. I was long convinced of 
[ certain “truths” until I did some in- 
I depth research into the topics.

The restraint with which Steinman 
j discussed the people who have tried to 
I discredit him shows that he is not only 
1 an excellent researcher but a gentleman. 
I In my opinion his book is the finest 
I U FO documentation of an incident that 
I I have ever read.—Patricia Weissleader, 
I Upland, Calif.

SHROUD NOT A PAINTING
Why does someone like Joe Nickell 

! (January 1988 Fate), who obviously is 
j (Continued on page 127)



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Classifieds are subject to approval and editing. Rates per word are $1.40 one time; $1.35 three times; $1.30 six times; 
$1.25 nine times; $1.2012 times. Payment must accompany order and may be made monthly, prior to closing, on senes 
insertions. Classifieds are noncommissionable. First few words of copy only are capitalized. Bold face type $3.00 per 
word, per insertion. Include name and address in word count. Zip code is free. Advertisers are required to submit 
samples of literature, samples or descriptions of products, and information on qualifications to perform a service. 
Classified columns close on the 5th of each month for issues dated three months later, on sale two months later. Send 
orders to: Advertising Dept., FATE Magazine. 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035.

ANGELS
GUARDIAN ANGELS—Discover amazing 
facts concerning their existence! Free litera­
ture! — Mamre, 1301-J Sherwood, Oxford, 
AL 36203

ANCIENT TEACHINGS
THE CHURCH OF LIGHT Hermetic Cor­
respondence Course in Astrology, Alchemy, 
Magic, Tarot, Numerology. Free literature. 
- Dept. F, P.O. Box 76862, L.A., CA 90076.

“POWER OF ZEUS!” $2.00—Moltis, PO 
Box 3646, Manchester, NH 03105

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof 
Flavius Josepnjs created fictional Jesus, 
authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00. 
—Abelard, Box 5652-M, Kent, WA 98064

ASTROLOGY
PERSONAL HOROSCOPE, Computer 
analysis $12 plus $1 s&h. Forecast 3 months 
$12 plus $1, 6 months $15 plus $1.50, 12 
months $22 plus $2. Two-person comparison 
$22 plus $2. Send payment, birth date, time 
& place to Personal Astro Services, 128 Jade, 
Dept. 2, Corpus Christi, TX 78409.

FREE PERSONALIZED computer horo­
scope monthly and daily. Send SASE to 
Horoscope, 112 West Kieser, Osceola, AR 
72370

PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGICAL 
SERVICE, accuracy guaranteed. Natal 
(birth}. Progressed, 1-year Forecast, Com­
parison of Friends/Lovers. All with com­
plete and detailed interpretations. $10 each 
or any 3 for $25. Chart only (no interpreta­
tion), $2.50. Send birth information. — 
Serena, 155 East “C” Street, Suite D-205, 
Dept. D, Upland, CA 91786

ASTROLOGY AND DIET. Different sun 
signs need special food colors in their diet. 
For unique report on the colors you should 
eat most often, send $3.00 cash or money 
order. — Henrietta Foust, Rt. 13, Box 45, 
Short Road, Crossville, TN 38555

BIORHYTHM
YOUR BIORHYTHM FREE. Birth date 
and self-addressed stamped envelope. — 
Box 1166F, Flushing, NY 11354

BOOKS-FOLIOS
WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY, OCCULT 
books. Catalog $2.00, refundable with order. 
- Moonrise, Box 405, Buffalo, NY 14205 

“THE MENTATEX PROCESS” is a theory 
explaining the reason for all our suffering 
and the way to escape it. After reading it, 
some may consider it a new religion and 
others may consider it pure metaphysics. 
Whichever way it is construed, it is a tool 
aimed at achieving a kind of freedom many 
would like to have. If you would like a copy, 
send $12.50 to The Mentatex Process, P.O. 
Box 8069, Portland, OR 97207

LOTTO PLAYERS! RACE-GOERS! Na­
ture's secret code alone can eliminate chance 
and bring consistent success. — E.F. Lati­
mer, P.O. Box 396, Rexdale, Ontario, Can­
ada M9W 5L4

WAR IN HEAVEN. Controversial new 
knowledge about life after death and the 
influence of spiritual beings on the living. 
100,000-word channeled book, $15.00. (Pro­
motional literature for SASE.) — S/ R Press, 
P.O. Box 60327, Palo Alto, CA 943064)327

FREE BOOK BROCHURE. Astrology, oc­
cult. — Andrew Mobley, 1715 Whitesville 
Road, LaGrange, GA 30240
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BOOKS-FOLIOS
HEALING HANDBOOK, $2.50. Tuning-
In, $2.50. — TAO Books, Guaranteed, P.O.
Box 40, Station S, Toronto, Canada M5M 
4L6

LARGE SELECTION AVAILABLE UFO/ 
fortean materials. List. —J. Fisher, Rte. 1, 
Box 178, Lake Toxaway, NC 28747

THE MAGIC NUMBER “SEVEN” - its 
significance through world history and cul­
tures. Thoroughly researched and docu­
mented. $7.00 ppd. — Second Nature Com­
munications, 1709 Foxdale Ct., Crofton, 
MD 21114

DON’T BE A VICTIM of rip-off readers. 
Secrets of fake psychics revealed. Free in­
formation, SASE. — Randall, Box 3776-N, 
UPB, Las Cruces, NM 88003

STARSEED BOOKSHOP - specializing 
in metaphysical books. Book search availa­
ble. Send SASE with requests. — Catalog, 
$3.00. - P.O. Box 486F, Whitmore Lake, 
MI 48189

BOOKS: GHOST HUNTING, Crystals + 
Light, Ouija Board, pendulum, healing, ESP. 
Comprehensive catalog includes tapes, 
courses, dowsing aids. SASE. — Aries, Box 
29396, Sappington, MO 63126

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner’s per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. —META, Box 
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

SWEDENBORG’S Heaven and Hell, $6.00, 
Divine Providence, $2.00.—Bowman Brac­
kin, 4919 18 Ave. S., Mpls., MN 55417

ANCIENT WONDERS! Travel back in 
time with the fascinating book “The First 
Cities.” Visit the urban centers that arose in 
Iraq, Egypt, India, Thailand. Their marve­
lous accomplishments in architecture, art, 
writing, and laws come to life in spellbinding 
pictures and text. A DeLuxe Time-Life Edi­
tion, hardcover, 9x10 size, $11.95 each, plus 
postage-handling $1.50 U.S., $2.50 foreign. 
— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, High­
land Park, IL 60035

WITCHCRAFT SPELLS - Revealing an­
cient power secrets show how to cast spells to 
get whatever you want. — Box 9133-BW, 
Greensboro, NC 27429 

“MANA MAGIC," unique, new book 
teaches you how to use the powerful kahuna 
secrets of Ancient Hawaii in today's hightech 
world. Huna scholar/author reveals ad­
vanced technology. Simplified. Explicit. Il­
lustrated. $11.50 includes postage. — Barn­
hart Press, P.O. Box 27940, Los Angeles, CA 
90027

FORBIDDEN TRUTHS exposed that 
churches hide. Free information. Send 
SASE. — Don Murphy, 5505 Indian River 
Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23464

M ASTER TH E SECRETS of Psychometry! 
Alexr. Verner’s book tells how you can psy­
chometrize objects to reveal valuable infor­
mation you need for success. Send $2.95.— 
META, Box 6064PS, Long Island City, NY 
11106

ATTENTION BOOK READERS and col­
lectors! Ninth House has hundreds of hard to 
find, classics, the unusual, modern romance, 
historical, horror, new age and metaphysical 
books. We guarantee fast, reliable service or 
your money back! Checks same as cash. 
Send $3.00 for large catalog to: Ninth House, 
5515 N. 7th St., Ste. 5-170F, Phoenix, AZ 
85014

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed. 
—META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man 
Know Thyseif.”“Be Thy Real Self,”“Medi­
tation and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. —Magi Center, Box 1166, 
Paradise, CA 95969

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi’s powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed. —META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106 
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OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER. -2O35-F 
Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95 
— META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, 
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical 
course pursuing the world beyond the 5 
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism, 
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari­
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large 
format, soft bound. $11.95 + $2.00 U.S. and 
$3.50 foreign p/h. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

THEOSOPHICAL BOOKS, Box 470,3137 
West Central, Toledo, OH 43606

RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog 
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita­
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which ap­
plies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (Future). 
Discover who you were—what you did ir. 
past lives. Simple, safe, effective technique. 
Send $5.95—META, Box 6064ST, Long 
Island City, NY 11106

STOP DYING LIVE FOREVER. Learn 
mysteries eternal life. — Divinamics, Box 
1867F, Covina, CA 91722

NO REPLY from an advertiser? Keep your 
mail orders from being “unanswered” or 
“lost.” Clearly PRINT your name, address 
and ZIP code on your order or letter, as well 
as on your envelope.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
GOOD MONEY! Weekly! Processing mail 
from home! Free details. — Write Money­
makers, P.O. Box 383A, Phoenix, AZ 85001 

ALGAE — Natural energy distributorship/ 
retail. — Bliss Consulting, 1111 N. Main St., 
#161, Santa Ana, CA 92701

EXCITING SPARETIME Profitunities!
Free proof. — Publisher, Box 3483, New 
York, NY 10008

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, 
simple, portable. Free details. — Bumper, 
POB 22791 (NC), Tampa, FL 33622

CABALAH
ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. 
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quanta! Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA 93116

CRYSTALS
VERY RARE Natural clear quartz crystals 
with Chlorite. Best for meditation, psychic 
development, healing. Send $5.00. For fi­
nancial/business success, $10.00. Satisfac­
tion guaranteed. Write: Peter's Mystical 
Book Center, Box 1562, Manila, Philippines.

GEMSTONES. Unique volcanic forms. 
Agate, chalcedony, amethyst, opal, jaspar. 
Three different pocket gems, $5.00. — “Vul- 
cancrystal,” 1655 N. Euclid, Upland, CA 
91786

CRYSTAL AND MINERAL ENERGY 
VHS video. Kristin Hansan, prominent 
metaphysicist, shows how to test and use 
many different crystals. $41.95 postpaid. 
Free catalog. — BroHuff Enterprises, Box 
69O67F, Odessa, TX 79769

CRYSTAL EARRINGS! Attract instant 
attention wearing these gorgeous 32% lead 
crystal earrings with facets of glittering bril­
liance. Three styles for pierced ears: 11 mm 
teardrop-shaped crystals on gold-tone kid­
ney wires, 4mm round-shaped studs on posts 
or 6mm round-shaped studs on posts. Ex­
pensive looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.25 
p/h each pair. Please be sure to specify 
style(s) of your choice.—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

FOOTHILLS QUARTZ CRYSTAL,jewel­
ry, books, more! Catalog: Box 10432, Den­
ver, CO 80210. We have scepters!
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CRYSTALS
CRYSTALS — Natural Arkansas crystals 
for psychic development. Money back guar­
antee. $5 each. — Psychic Development 
Association, Box 1393-FC, New Bern, NC 
28560

DOWSING
DOWSING FOR EVERYONE: $1.00 brings 
complete catalog for pendulums. Original 
Cameron Aurameter, swing rods, instruc­
tional video tape and books. — Life Under­
standing Foundation, Box 30305, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: (805) 682-5151.

DREAMS
DREAM READINGS: Send complete de­
tails of dream and $5.00 fee to: K. Salerno, 
2360 Wilton Dr. #60, Wilton Manors, FL 
33305. Replies answered promptly.

YOUR DREAMS have meaning and impor­
tance. Book unlocks their secrets. $4.00 — 
Piedmont Press, (F6), Box 17455, Portland, 
OR 97217

ENERGY
ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A Life 
Energy charging device invented by Wilhelm 
Reich MD; experimental use only. Multi­
Wave Oscillator: A high voltage Tesla coil 
device invented by Georges Lakhovsky. ELF 
Generator: An electronic psychic amplifica­
tion device. UFO Detector: A magnetic field 
distortion detector. Info pack, $5.00 (refund 
with order). — Super Science, Dept. F, P.O. 
Box 392, Dayton, OH 45409

HEALTH
ATTRACT GOOD AND POSITIVE vibra­
tions by cleansing your aura. $12.00. — C. 
Bell, Box 569, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

DISCOVER HOMEOPATHY FOR FREE! 
Free catalog of books, tapes, medicines. 
SASE to: Homeopathic Educational Ser­
vices, 2I24Z Kittredge, Berkeley, CA 94704 

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita 
Florum flower essence. Helps direct con­
sciousness into calm, unitive, constructive 
states of being and awareness — Vita Flo- 
rum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, M5W 1A2 
Canada

HYPNOSIS
SELF HYPNOSIS Made easy. Positive re­
sults or your money back. Send $10.00 to: 
Newman, Box 6151, Bismark, ND 58502- 
6151

HYPNOTISM INVENTORY SELLOUT.
Discounts.—Zoist, Box 304, Miami Springs, 
FL 33266

REGISTERED HYPNOTISTS can earn 
terrific income! Home study course on 10 
cassettes teaches you at your speed. Course 
and diploma, $79.96. Free details. — 
Janssen, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 89507-9907

INSTRUCTION
LEARN HOW TO MAKE Your Affirma­
tions Work. $7 ppd. — Upstat, P.O. Box 
1413FI, Riverside, CA 92501

WERE YOU A DANCER in another life? 
Ancient dance from distant lands. Free info. 
Vid, 712 James, Richardson, TX 75080. 
(214) 231-0648.

DEVELOP SUPERNATURAL POWERS! 
Free experiments. — Publisher, Box 3483, 
New York, NY 10008

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings 
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift 
Set.” Ideal for beginners and advanced stu­
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full 
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large 
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $21.95 plus $3.50 
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free information. — Growth, 
Dept. 812-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, 
CA 91356

SUPER-INTELLIGENCE! Amazing results SING BEAUTIFULLY, EASILY! Free 
guaranteed. — EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora, proof. — Publisher, Box 3483, New York, 
CA 91740 NY 10008
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HELP YOURSELF TO SUCCESS. Learn 
Tarot, Numerology at home with personal 
attention of your teacher. Free information. 
— Lioux Astro Center, 117 Wesley, Capi­
tola, CA 95010. 408-475-1952.

DEGREES IN PARAPSYCHOLOGY, 
Hypnotherapy, Medical Nutrition and many 
other fields. Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doc­
torates through home study. Send 52.00 for 
catalog to: St. John's University 31916 (F) 
Pat’s Lane, Springfield, LA 70462

MYSTERIOUS FORCES and ancient psy­
chic teachings revealed for the first time by 
the secret Order of Law-One. Write for free 
information: Order of Law-One, Box 163, 
Newport, Ml 48166

MAGAZINES
INTUITIVE EXPLORATIONS - Popular! 
Exciting! Thought provoking! Monthly! 
$12.00/year. Sample $1.00. — Box 561, 
Quincy, IL 62306-0561

FLYING SAUCER DIGEST, Sample, 
$ 1.00. - Box 347032, Cleveland, OH 44134

OPEN CHANNEL’S Journal of metaphys­
ics, astrology, exciting extraterrestrial inves­
tigations. New Age teachings, controversial 
issues. Monthly. $36.00 per year. — Box 
4677, Dept. FC, Hollywood, FL 33083-4677

TOTAL ECLIPSE — Illustrated journal of 
occult, bizarre, unusual. $ 1 sample, $ 10 year. 
- P.O. Box 1055, Suisun, CA 94585

FREE SUBSCRIPTION to over 100 maga­
zines. Send $2.00. — Kaviani, Box 3751, 
Vancouver, BC V6B 3Z1 Canada

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and or­
ganizes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for 
your library for only $8.95 each plus $2.50 
each postage-handling. — FATE Magazine, 
3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, 1L6OO35 

“REVELATIONS OF AWARENESS” 
Cosmic Newsletter. Astonishing channel­
ings! Trial copy free! — Cosmic Awareness, 
Box 115-H, Olympia, WA 98507

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
Spiritualist newspaper—world’s largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, r, 20 Earlham St., London 
WC2H 9LW England.

MISCELLANEOUS
MOSES SEALS enlarged 8" long on white 
paper. Nine for $3.00. — Anna, P.O. Box 
413, Newton, IA 50208 

1 HAVE DISCOVERED CHRIST is master 
of history. I have also discovered how to 
Sredict history. Based on historical analysis, 
lot for everyone. Free booklet explains.

Write: Company 4, P.O. Box 290781, Nash­
ville, TN 37229

WANTED: Bert Greene’s cookbooks. “The 
Store Cookbook” (H. Regnery Co., 1974) 
and “American Fare." Please state asking 
price. Mary Margaret Fuller, FATE Editor 
Emeritus.

FREE INCENSE! When you order this cap­
tivating manuscript “Incense—Is There a 
Metaphysical Connection?” Find out the 
answers! Rush $2.00 to Light of the Egret, 
P.O. Box 7303-F, Virginia Beach, VA 
23458-7303

PARAPSYCHOLOGY DIPLOMA Guide­
book, $1.00. - A.A.P. Box 225-F, Canoga 
Park, CA 91305

TOUR PSYCHIC BRITAIN—Findhorn, 
Iona, more. Plus optional week studying 
with top psychics and mediums August 1989. 
Write Center Within, 1915 S. Crescent, 
Yardley, PA 19067

SEEKERS - CONNECT with others! Free 
information. — Dimensions, Box 251-F, 
The Dalles, OR 97058-0251

HOURS AFTER DEATH. Narrative by 
experienced usher-guide. Channeled. $4.00. 
— Phil Hastings, 874 North Park, Pomona, 
CA 91768

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 pa­
pers available! 306-page catalog. Rush $2.00. 
- Research, 11322 Idaho, «206FQ, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. Toll-free Hotline: 800- 
351-0222. (California: 213-477-8226)
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MISCELLANEOUS
WITCHES LOVE SPELL KIT. Let the 
powerful wisdom of the ages bring that spe­
cial love one into your life. $3.00. —Mystical 
Twins, P.O. Box 103, Valhalla, NY 10595

DO YOU LONG FOR PEACE? Find it 
within yourself through Christian medita­
tion. For free information write: Universal 
Life, The Inner Religion, P.O. Box 5053, 
New Haven, CT 06525

NUMEROLOGY

NUMEROLOGY CAN HELP YOU find 
your destiny and help you with problems. 
Need birth name, birth date. Ten years expe­
rience. $5.00 short reading. $ 15.00 full read­
ing. — Ernest, 85 Ridgewood Lane #2, 
Gardner, MA 01440

FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often! 
Send birth date, SASE. — Mystic, Box 2009- 
F, Jamestown, NC 27282

OAHSPE
KOSMON VOICE: $14.00 year; samples 
$2.00. - P.O. Box 664, Salt Lake City, UT 
84110-0664

OCCULT

WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Please 
use wisely. Absolutely guaranteed. $7.00. — 
Doll, Box 8348, Dept. FC-45, Albuquerque, 
NM 87198

PALMISTRY
READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry 
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic 
know-how of palm reading. Devised by 
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that 
explores the future. $13.95 plus $1.50 post- 
age-handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

YOU SUPPORT “FATE” when you buy 
from the ads in its pages.

PARASCIENCE

RADIONIC RAD1ESTHES1A psychic re­
search catalog. $2.00. — PsiTech, P.O. Box
29IF, Wadsworth, IL 60083

PERSONAL
SAM. Cybernetic card readings bring de­
tailed accuracy. Send description of yourself 
and unlimited questions to Sam, East Cen­
tral St., P.O. Box 2225, Worcester, MA 
01604. $20.00 m.o. Will send to you on 
cassette tape or written.

RON HALTERi will pray for you! Write
Ron Halteri, P.O. Box 129, Weymouth, MA 
02188 

“SYLVIA THE WITCH”Tell me what you 
want. 1 will cast a spell for you. Guaranteed. 
$10.00. Third spell free. — Box 30581, Port­
land, OR 97230

ESTHER ROSE. Psychic reader. Send
SASE for list. — 303 E. Wilson Ave., Rock­
ford, IL 61111

HELP FOR YOU through metaphysics/ 
witchcraft. Rev. Mason or Witch Cerydwen 
will perform treatments/spells. $7.00. — 
P.O. Box 576, Emmet, ID 83617

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria 
O’Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009

PSYCHOMETRIC READING. Send photo
(returned), $3.00 per question. — Adler, 244
68th St. #3A, Brooklyn, NY 11220

CRYSTAL В — Full reading, 10 questions, 
$15. — P.O. Box 113, Holliscenter, ME 
04042

SINGAPORE’S BEST RENOWNED Psy­
chic can solve your deepest problems. Will 
supply amulets and mascots free, and keep in 
touch through correspondence. Send a 
money order in Singapore funds equivalent 
to US $50 to Heath Tan, 58 A., EngTai Man­
sion, Singapore 0923

INSIGHT THROUGH PRAYER. $2.00 per 
question. — William Sherwood, P.O. Box 
874, Eatonville, WA 98328-0874

TELEPHONE READINGS - $10.00. (217) 
222-9082. Ethical, experienced. Mail read­
ings, $5.00. — Gloria Reiser, Box 561, 
Quincy, IL 62306-0561
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RETIRE NOW — System for dog race play­
ers showed 70% win 90% place and $125 
average weekly profit for 1987 Sarasota sea­
son. Rules and workout included. Send $5 to 
Tom Rice, 16465 Oleander Ave., Los Gatos, 
CA 95032

GET WHAT YOU WANT! A mazing crystal 
meditation candle. It works! $10.00. Ruth, 
5053 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34242 

1989 DESTINY REVEALED for you and 
another. Send names, birth dates, questions, 
$10.00 cash. — Brenda, Box 3015, Greens­
burg, PA 15601

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory 
spell. Powerful! $5.00. — Karen, Box 942, 
Bellflower, CA 90706

EXPECT A MIRACLE. Healing and un­
derstanding may become a reality through 
the intercession of a priest. I will pray for 
your highest good and answer any question 
by correspondence. Send your question or 
problem to The Archpriest with $ 10.00 dona­
tion. — Gordon Sather, 414 Kelly Ave., 
Pueblo, CO 81003

ASTONISHING INSIGHTS into your 
problems. Include birth data, three ques­
tions, $30.00. — Ruth, 5053 Ocean Blvd., 
Box 119, Sarasota, FL 34242

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. Do not be afraid 
to ask for help. We are a group dedicated to 
spiritual healing through A Higher Power. 
We are required to do this anonymously in 
order to develop further. Tell us your needs 
and we will do our part. Your letters will be 
held sacred and confidential. There is no 
charge for our services, but donations are 
accepted. Write: A Higher Power, P.O. Box 
1224E, Pleasant Valley, NY 12569

REDE OF THE W1CCA. $3.00 cash. -
P.O. Box 2233, Carrollton, GA 30117

TAROT READINGS. $3.00 per question. 
Include name, address, hair, eye color. —
GPMI, Box 2175,Jonesboro, GA 30236

ESP LABORATORY. The new research 
service group can help you. For FREE 
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
75117

EVIL SPIRITS. TRUTH, free. SASE. -
Ruth, 948T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206- 
3518

PERSONALIZED LUCKY NUMBERS. 
Need birth date and SASE, $1.00. — Kath­
leen, 840 Cedarlawn, Pontiac, MI 48054

GYPSY LOVE SPELL - Powerful magic 
makes you irresistible. $2.00. — Younts, Box 
9133-BY, Greensboro, NC 27429

PERSONAL CARD READING for fun, 
guidance and special insight, $10.00. — 
Henry Smyth, Box 721302, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78472 

$LUCKY$ Discover the concept of “Syn- 
chroneity." Take a chance and find your own 
luck cycle. Imagine, predicting when to play 
games of chance, enter sweepstakes, the list 
goes on. Recently developed computer soft­
ware using over 100 years of data concerning 
cycles can now help you discover your own 
luck cycle. Cycle data on 54 year, 18, 9 and 
master economic for forecasting real estate, 
stocks, etc. Requires MS/Dos computer 
512k + hard drive. $44.44 includes s/h. — 
BKS Computers, 212 Smith Ave., Thomas­
ville, GA 31792. 912-226-6438

MIRACLES ARE POSSIBLE through the 
healing power of positive witchcraft. Details 
and protective pentacle, $2.00. — The Oaken 
Door, P.O. Box 31250, Omaha, NE 68132

GIFTED LOUISIANA LADY Gena. Tarot 
reading, $10.00. — Box 20043, Phoenix, AZ 
85036

TAROT READINGS by mail. One ques­
tion, $5.00. Three questions, $10.00. Full 
reading, $25.00.—Write M. Escalet, 13 
Fletcher St., Kennebunk, ME 04043

ASTONISHING INSIGHTS into your 
problems. Include birth data. Three ques­
tions, $30.00.—Ruth, 5053 Ocean Blvd., Box 
119, Sarasota, FL 34242

FREE ANSWER to one question. One time 
offer only. Send to Omar Panchadasi, Box 
9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

MIRACLE SPELLS! All kinds! $5.00. - 
Glorianna, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73120
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SPELLS PERFORMED immediately! Tell 
me what you want and 1 will use my mystical 
powers to cast a spell in your favor. Free 
details. Send self-addressed, stamped enve­
lope. — Florentine, Box 5387-F, High Point, 
NC 27262

A NEW FRIENDSHIP with “Ann” and her 
powerful spirits await you! Dreams do come 
true! Write with any problem. Enclose $5.00 
cash or m.o. only for quick personal reply to: 
“Ann,” Box 4853F, Huntsville, AL 35815

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don't understand? A 
voice you can't hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can 
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for 
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710, 
Dept. FC-88, San Antonio, TX 78299

FREE! 1989 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope.— 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam­
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading, 
$10.00 cash/m.o.

FREE faith handkerchief, Prayer requests.—
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading, 
$10.00. - Box 961, Scarboro, ME 04074- 
0961 

$2.00 PER QUESTION. Send three or more 
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped 
envelope.— Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., Sche­
nectady, NY 12303

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel, Liverpool L15 3HT England

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 
30 years’ experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.—Sybil How­
arth. BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England 

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00.

PRODUCTS
ZODIAC CARDS - Full color 5'/$x8'/« 
from original plates. All 12 signs on heavy 
postcard stock. $5.00. Any one sign on light 
stationery stock. 50 for $5.00. Order from: 
Zodiac, P.O. Box 1146, Pleasant Valley, NY 
12569

WISHES COME TRUE: Ji:st a whisper 
away, in a dimension unseen, lies a secret 
world, filled with magical beings... who 
make Wishboxes. Large SASE. — P.O. Box 
1146E, Pleasant Valley, NY 12569

PROBLEMS? Try Trouble Dolls! $3.95 - 
Dockside Publishing Company, Box 14921, 
Phoenix, AZ 85063

GET THE BEST! Order your books and 
supplies from Moonstar catalog, $2.00. — 
38422 Lake Shore Blvd., Willoughby, OH 
44094

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, pendant set in coin 
silver, earrings set in pewter. Pendant is over 
4’ in diameter on an 18’ silver-plated link 
chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle earrings are И’ 
in diameter on silver-plated drops, $8.95. 
Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

PSYCH'C FAIRS

PSYCHIC FAIR HOTLINE. Greater 
Chicagoland. Weekends. 312/885-1177.

WANTED: Psychics, palmists, astrologers, 
card consultants. Join J&M Psychic Fairs. 
Call: 312/885-1177.

MAGIC WORDS: “I saw it in FATE.” 
Advertisers want to know where you saw 
their offer — and they will give you special 
service when you tell them you saw it in 
FATE!
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PYRAMIDS
ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. SI.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog.—Pyramids, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/ 
682-5151.

READINGS
“COSMIC VISIONS” past life readings, 
portrayed in original watercolor and prose. 
Send SI.00 for brochure and photo of art­
work. — P.O. Box 1857, Sedona, AZ 86336

SPIRITUAL HELP. Home, career, rein­
carnation, OOBs, ESP, etc. Send left/ right 
hand signatures, questions, photos, $20.00. 
— Madelon Rose Logue, psychic, 3868 Cen- 
tinela Ave. $12, Mar Vista, CA 90066

RECIPES
SENSATIONAL BEEF STROGANOFF! 
For recipe send $1.00 to: J. Kozack, P.O. 
Box 2026, N. Chelmsford, MA 01863

LASAGNE — The best and tastiest and two 
other recipes. Send self addressed, stamped 
envelope and $1.00 to: Emma Defrain Jeff- 
redo, 1052 Longview, Kingman, AZ 86401

CHINESE CHICKEN made quick and easy. 
Send $2.00, SASE to: Dorothy Crimmins, 
124 Edson St., Brockton, MA 02402

RELIGION
TODAYS TRUTH by Revelations. Write:
C.H., P.O. Box 29882, Louisville, KY 
40229-0882 

“GET HELP FROM GOD - 50 WAYS.”
Love life again! Find power, safety, relief. $ 1 
booklet. — Newlife, Box 684-LL, Boulder 
City, NV 89005

PERFECTION IN THIS LIFE, Heaven in 
the next. You can have both. Big, free book. 
$1.00 required for postage. — Truxton Craig, 
Box 51943, San Jose, CA 95121

FREE ST. MARTHA’S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 25e stamp. — Peyton's, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. - 
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216

RUNES

POWERFUL RUNE MAGIC taught by 
European rune master. Complete home 
study course. For information, write: 
Knights of Runes, Box 2070, Decatur, GA 
30031

SELF IMPROVEMENT
ATTRACT MONEY with powerful meta­
physical technique. Booklet, $4.00. — MC 
Publications, Box 734F, Cathedral, New 
York, NY 10025

SORCERY
THE SORCERER’S GUIDE, paperback 
book on psychic assassination and defense. 
Also, many occult subjects. $3.95 postpaid. 
8th year.—Gould, 2727 Ocean Pkwy., F-19, 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

TAPES
CUSTOM SUBLIMINAL TAPES. Free 
brochure.—IAMCO, Box 5146, Dept. 61, 
Ormond Beach, FL 32074

FREE SECRET CATALOG. World’s most 
unusual cassettes! — Ingress, 5420-F Par- 
merton. Temple City, CA 91780

TAROT
SPANISH/ENGLISH TAROT CARDS. 
Enjoy great accuracy and sensitive readings 
using these beautiful full-color Tarot cards m 
both Spanish and English! Complete with 
bilingual instruction booklet. Only $13.00 
plus $2.00 p/h, U.S.; $3.00 foreign.— 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

TAROT TOUBEAUX. Computer printed
Tarot readings. $5.00. Write: P.O. Box
441312, Detroit, Ml 48244

TAROT DECKS, tarot books, cartomancy, 
divination, occult books, playing cards, etc. 
48-page full-color catalog featuring world’s 
largest selection. Send $2.00 — The Best of 
Cards Catalog, Department FM, 179 Lud­
low St., Stamford, CT 06902
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TAROT

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the "Rider 
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho­
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur 
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu­
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card 
features a symbolic picture that aids read­
ings. Cards measure 234 x 4% and bear En­
glish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44- 
page instruction booklet, $13.00 plus 
$2.00 postage handling. Foreign, $3.00 — 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

TREASURE FINDING
TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free. 
— Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS
FREE MATCHING EARRINGS with each 
36-inch gemstone chip necklace purchased! 
Amethyst, crystal, malachite, tiger eye, lapis, 
garnet, multicolor. $15.75 each. Brochure, 
$1.00. — Wish Upon A Star, 9724-FD 
Cedarvale, Arlington, WA 98223-8607

T-SHIRTS. Designs of the ancients. Aztec, 
Egyptian, Celtic, Neolithic, etc. Free catalog 
illustrates these and other primitive items. 
-Box 2298, Fayetteville, AR 72701

I CHING CARDS explore the patterns of 
change in your world with a visual approach 
to an ancient Chinese system of divination 
and revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram 
cards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21 
cards of instruction. $13.00 plus $2.00 post­
age/handling. Foreign, $3.00. — Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

MAGICAL THERAPY STONE of Call 
Hollow® with legend, $5.00. — Namrac 
Specialties, Call Hollow Road, Pomona, NY 
10970

IMAGES, AMULETS, ANDTALISMANS 
meticulously crafted in 14ktgold and sterling 
silver. Brochure, $1.00. Dealer inquiries in­
vited. — Bayshore Jewelers, POB 364, Water­
ford, MI 48095

QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially 
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en­
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch. 
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones 
like these in streambeds, believed them sacred 
and magical. Can they heal, bring luck, pro­
phetic visions? Five quartz crystal baubles of 
varied sizes, up to Г, in carry-around bag of 
black velvet, with scroll relating their legend, 
$11.95, plus postage/handling: $1.50 USA; 
$2.50 foreign.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

PSY-CARDS! $19.95. - Dockside Publish­
ing Company, Box 14921, Phoenix, AZ 
85063

MAGIC PENTAGRAM OF SUCCESS 
helps bring health, wealth, happiness. Send 
$5 to Merlyn Rose, Box 220, Dulzura, CA 
92017

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette 
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18*, on heavy 
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his 
kind in a magic realm, our powerful Unicorn 
stands alert and ready to explode into action. 
His superb presence will lend enchantment 
to your home. Only $4.95, plus $1.50 pos­
tage-handling. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

SERENITY STONE. Rub this polished, 
gem-like stone between finger and thumb to 
induce meditative calm, as do Eastern mys­
tics. Delight in the tactile magic that quiets 
anxiety, induces relaxation, opens the mind’s 
inner doors. Only $4.00 each postpaid. Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

WITCHCRAFT
WITCHCRAFT - HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world’s fore­
most witches, teach you how. — Box 1502- 
FC, New Bern, NC 28560

GIGANTIC ILLUSTRATED catalog. 
Books, incense, oils, spells, occult supplies, 
$2.00. — Hamilton, Box 1258-F, Moorpark, 
CA 93021

CANDLE BURNING KITS and instruc­
tions for love, money, power and more. 
Information $1.00, refunded with order. — 
DOT, Hammondsville, OH 43930 
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR Aquarian. Full 
occult training. — Box 31129, Phoenix, AZ 
85046

OCCULT CATALOG! 270 pages! Over 
10,000 books, jewelry, herbs, oil, candles, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. Cata­
log $1.00. — international Imports, 236F 
West Manchester Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90003

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world's first 
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers 
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination. 
Free information. — Box 1366, Nashua, NH 
03061

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 116) 

either grossly misinformed or pitifully 
uninformed about the Shroud, sound 
off as if he were an expert?

In 1978,70 crates of equipment weigh­
ing over six tons and valued at half a 
million dollars were shipped to Turin, 
Italy, to be used on the Shroud. Forty 
scientists worked for five days, 24 hours 
a day, performing tests. A large number 
of these sindonologists began their tests 
already biased to be sure, but against, 
not in favor of the Shroud. They thought 
their experiments were going to prove it 
a fake.

A few of these scientists have written 
books detailing their participation in 
the Shroud studies and their conversion 
from doubter to believer. I recommend 
Verdict on the Shroud by Stevenson 
and Habermas and Report on the 
Shroud of Turin by Dr. John Heller.

On October 11,1981, after three years 
of exhaustive study and testing, the 
scientists issued this statement:

“We conclude for now that the 
Shroud Image is that of a real human 

form of a scourged, crucified man. It is 
not the product of an artist. The blood 
stains are composed of hemoglobin and 
also give a positive test for serum al­
bumin. The image is an ongoing mystery 
and until further chemical studies are 
made, perhaps by this group of scien­
tists, or perhaps by some scientists in the 
future, the problem remains unsolved.”

New tests are planned, among them 
the carbon-14 dating test.

In defense of Curtis Gibson (October 
1987 Fate), whom Nickell attacked, the 
forger’s confession is not deemed bogus 
because a rationalization has been con­
cocted for it, but because it has been 
scientifically determined without a 
doubt that the Shroud is not a painting. 
—Grace Ardito, Lynbrook, N. Y.

THE BIBLE AS AUTHORITY
This is in response to the question 

asked by C. Edward Whitford in 
November 1987 Fate. He wants to 
know the authority for Jesus’ not claim­
ing to be the son of God but rather, as 
the Canadian writer stated, a son of 
God. Using my Bible as authority, other 
sons of God are mentioned in Genesis 
6:2 shortly after the creation and pre­
sumably thousands of years before 
Jesus. Then, assuming we believe this 
(which I do not), Jesus includes us all as 
sons (and daughters) of God in the 
prayer he prescribed which begins, “Our 
father....”

I strongly recommend thorough, 
thoughtful Bible reading for Mr. Whit­
ford in anticipation of further questions 
about religion. He should be warned, 
however, about the errors, incongruities 
and contradictions to be found in the 
good book; these could impose a severe 
strain on his faith.
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For example, if the Bible is “God’s 
Word” as the Falwells, Bakers and 
Robertsons love to tell us, then how 
come He is defined as evil in its first 
story, the Garden of Eden? That is, who 
but God put the miraculous tree of 
knowledge (of good and evil) in the 
garden (before placing Adam there) 
which, when eaten of, granted the 
knowledge of good and evil? Since the 
tree, by God’s own design we presume, 
defined nakedness as evil and since God 
created humans in that wicked state, it 
follows that God committed the origi­
nal sin, not man.

What’s more, God lied to Adam, 
saying he would “surely die” if he ate the 
forbidden fruit whereas the Serpent told 
the truth. Far from dying, Adam lived 
for 930 years—if you believe Genesis 
5:3,4. Some argue that Adam lost eter­
nal life in Eden; but that is positively 
denied in Genesis 3:22,23 (which also 
demolishes two other Christian tenets, 
original sin and the one-god concept, 
referring to gods other than He).

Oh yes, the Bible is full of surprises. It 
showed me the way all right—the path 
to agnosticism.—Stuart C. Burdick, 
Coos Bay, Oreg.

***
I am sure that Robert S. Smith and C. 

Edward Whitford must know that their 
disagreement on the nature of Jesus 
goes back to the early days of Christian­
ity, and probably to the days when 
Christians were called Nazareans. Do 
you, the editors, realize that you are 
taking sides when you so frequently 
refer to Jesus as “Christ” or use capi­
talized pronouns that refer to Jesus? 
Neither the King James Bible nor any 
other Bible 1 have ever read uses the 
capital H, not even for God.

Mr. Whitford wants “authority” and 
quotes the well-known verse from John. 
But turn back to Matthew and read the 
many times when Jesus, speaking to 
others, refers to God as “Your father.”

Differing views, expressed without 
acrimony, add interest to your “Report 
from the Readers” section. May we 
have many of them.—Leslie Arthur 
Davis, Starke, Fla.

This is for C. Edward Whitford who 
wrote about a letter in your June issue 
which stated that Christ did not claim to 
be the son of God but rather a son of 
God, and Mr. Whitford wondered how 
this jibed with the statement, “He gave 
His only begotten son,” as contained in 
John 3:16.

1 sympathize with Mr. Whitford, as 
this verse troubled me even as a teen­
ager, when I believed I had to accept 
every word of Scripture without ques­
tion. I thought the verse illogical and 
hard to follow. How do you turn on a 
belief?

To my great relief, I read in a book 
about the compilation of the Scriptures, 
that this particular verse, which the 
author said was one of the most beloved 
verses to most Christians, was not in the 
earliest manuscripts.

I have searched in vain for the exact 
quote, but I believe it is contained in 
either Unravelling the Book of Books or 
As a Jew Sees Jesus both by Ernest R. 
Trattner and published by Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. I did not have time to 
go over them page by page, but I almost 
dropped everything to reread them since 
they are so interesting.—Alma Johnson, 
South Pasadena, Calif.

C. Edward Whitford asks for an
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opinion based on the saying, “He gave 
his only begotten son....” Jesus did not 
make that claim. It was expounded in 
the Gospel according to John ki4. St. 
John quotes John the Baptist as saying, 
“the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father.”

Many references throughout the New 
Testament indicate Jesus was the Son of 
God. But, Jesus himself taught us to 
pray saying, “Our father, who art in 
heaven.” One must remember that none 
of the New Testament was written until 
many years after the crucifixion. Mem­
ories often waver.

In addition there have been many 
translations. More are being produced 
and we have to thank the early church 
fathers for discarding much material 
that did not suit their requirements, and 
it is not beyond possibility that they 
made “well-meaning” corrections.— 
Mrs. A.L. Jeffreys, Matoaca, Va.

FASTER THAN
OUIJA BOARD!

Smooth-rolling ball bearings 
speed flow of automatic 

writing—end awkward pauses.

THE PLANCHETTE 
Finely hand crafted of smooth wood. 
Wood-resin polish gives a high lustre.

acquired the gift, you will agree the Planchette is far superior 
to the Ouija Board. It is particularly favored by those who

HOW THE PLANCHETTE WORKS:
Specially-fitted penal forms one leg of Planchette. the ocher 
two rolling free on ball bearings. These ball bearings respond 
to the slightest indication of muscular movement, the tiniest 
wisp of pressure transmitted through your hand. Only a

LITERARY PLOUGH
I cannot accept Esther Hamel’s cri­

tique (September 1988 Fate) of Curtis 
Fuller’s ability to “pour through that 
English course.” Before all the Esthers 
and Hamels became linguistically adept, 
my people were creating the English 
language. Olde English, Olde Saxon 
and Middle English are acceptable by 
the revered old Oxford Dictionary that 
has been in my family for a few hundred 
years.

The words “pore” and “pour” are 
derived from the Middle English 
pouren. And if “pour” was good enough 
for Chaucer, then Fuller cannot be 
criticized. Thoughout the U.K. “pour” 
is used and accepted as Fuller used it.— 
Jane Spencer-Lylslakowa, Leicester, 
England.

superior product.
have this «pensive ball bearing feature. Planchette
with full instructions for its use, as well as for its care
and protection.

ORDER YOURS TODAY! ONLY $10.95
Please add $2.50 postage and handling

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

Please send me -----------------------  Planchettes
only $10.95 each, plus $2.50 postage and handling.
I enclose □ Check □ Money order for $____

Address

City/State/Zip



WHAT HAS FATE IN STORE
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Jerome Clark's report on stories 
planned for future issues:

JEROME CLARK
In each issue FATE publishes fascinating 

true articles, stories and features on the 
strange, the unusual, the unknown. You can 
read such material only in FATE because 
FATE is the only magazine of its kind in the 
world.

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE -

00 The devil bird’s eerie wail is a 
sure sign of death, say the natives of 
Sri Lanka. The devil bird doesn’t 
exist, say zoologists. Who’s right? 
Karl P.N. Shuker seeks the truth 
about a cryptozoological legend.

® A woman’s life was about to end 
far from the reach of family and 
friends — until a paranormal miracle 
intervened.

00 Has the reality of paranormal 
forces been proven? Or has science 
successfully explained all reports of 
ESP, hauntings and psychokinesis? 
David Marks, skeptic, and D. Scott 
Rogo, proponent, debate the merits 
of the case for parapsychology.

00 At first it seemed like a routine 
poltergeist haunting but events took 
a sinister turn when a tape recorder 
picked up a voice with a terrifying 
threat to the investigator.

SUBSCRIBE TODAYI

I CLARK PUBLISHING CO. 
■ ITO Future Way, Dept. DOOM 
I Marion, OH 43305
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I wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow­
ing special price (check square);
□ 24 Issues. $20.05 □ 12 Issues, $14.95
(Foreign subscriptions: add $5.00 postage 
Canadian subscriptions: add $3.50 postage) 
Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order 
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Relax... listen
PROGRAM YOUR MIND
TO BRING YOU HEALTH

Many people have always had the ability to overcome 
illness by maintaining a cheerful and optimistic mental 
state, although it was long held that the mind could not 
heal the body.

Only recently has medical science come to realize how 
powerful the mind can be in creating wellness.

Doctors are at last admitting that the mind can conquer 
disease because they are discovering ever more about how 
the mind can activate the immune system, how it can 
marshall all of the body’s healing resources and focus 
them on an ailment.

Larry Garrett’s tapes will show you how to do this ... 
how your mind can trigger chemicals stored in your brain 
and send them coursing through your bloodstream to 
activate your body's natural healing mechanisms. Reduce 
stress, increase confidence, feel more relaxed, gain in 
energy, overcome fatigue. Solving these problems can 
help make you well. Larry Garrett’s tapes will help you 
FEEL better and BE better.

Choose the titles you need from the list below. At only 
$10.95 each, they are a bargain ticket to a healthier life!

GARRETT?

He is a clinical 
hypnotist who 
operates one 
of the largest 
and most ad­
vanced clinics
in the nation. He has reached 
millions through TV, radio, 
seminars and private prac­
tice. His soothing voice 
against a background of vivid 
imagery and music blends 
with positive suggestions to 
help you visualize your 
healthy body, your wellness, 
your freedom from stress— 
and helps make you well!

VENTURE BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
Enclosed is □ check □ M.O. for tapes checked below at $10.95 each, plus postage/ 
handling: U.S.A. $2.00 first tape, $1.00 each additional tape, Foreign $1.50 additional, total 
$___________ Attach your printed name, address, city, state and zip code to coupon.
BETTER HEALTH TAPES
□ 8 STRESS
П 11 BECOMING MORE ASSERTIVE
□ 12 ACCENTUATING CREATIVITY
□ 22 FEELING MORE ENERGETIC
□ 24 FEELING HAPPIER
□ 28 DEVELOPING A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
□ 29 FEELING RELAXED

BEFORE/AFTER SURGERY
□ 30 GUIDED IMAGERY

FOR CHEMOTHERAPY
□ 32 ALCOHOL FREE LIFE MAINTENANCE
□ 44 EXECUTIVE STRESS

SPORTS TAPES AVAILABLE: Competitive Sports. 
Enjoying Exercise. Jogging. Aerobics. Golt, Tennis. 
Bowling. Baseball. Basketball. Racquetball, Karate. 
Skiing, Body Building, Scuba Diving. PLEASE 
SPECIFY.

SELF-HELP TAPES
□ 1 LOSE WEIGHT
□ 2 SELF-HYPNOSIS
□ 3 MEMORY & CONCENTRATION
□ 4 SPECIAL SLEEP TAPE
□ 5 QUIT SMOKING
□ 7 SLEEPING BETTER
□ 10 FEELING MORE ATTRACTIVE
□ 13 PROCRASTINATING LESS
□ 15 IMPROVING YOUR APPETITE
□ 17 FEELING MORE CONFIDENT
□ 19 FEELING MORE RELAXED

WHILE DRIVING
□ 20 CONFIDENCE FOR DENTAL VISITS
□ 21 FEELING LESS INHIBITED

WITH SELF-HYPNOSIS
□ 23 SPEAKING MORE EFFECTIVELY
□ 25 PARENTAL STRESS TAPE
□ 33 COPING WITH JEALOUSY



THE SPACE CRAFT FLEW OUT OF THE BLUE AND LANDED. THE
OCCUPANT GOT OUT AND TALKED FOR 20 MINUTES.

LT. COLONEL WENOELLE STEVENS. U.S. Air Force Technical Intelligence

njnm I "I believe that lhese extraterrestrial vehicles 
I J ш and their crews are visiting this planet Irom other

L- Я» «I COLONEL GORDON COOPER. AH'uuel
II was almost a mid air collision with a UFO. И
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1-800-544-4365
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