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YES—YOU, TOO, CAN SEE THE HUMAN AURA!
Like nine out of 10 stu­

dents, you may be able to see 
the human aura after only a 
few minute’s practice with 
our specially designed aura 
goggles. Our goggles are a 
huge advance over the awk­
ward hand-held films invent­
ed by W.J. Kilner, M.D., of 
St. Thomas Hospital, Lon­
don. Consisting of adjust­
able, leather-like eye-hoods, 
with frames to hold various 
filters, they are comfortable, 
safe and leave your hands free.

Without aura goggles, the extraordinary atmosphere 
surrounding the human body is invisible to all but spe­
cially gifted or trained persons. Modern researchers 
believe that this atmosphere consists of infra-red and 
higher electromagnetic energies. Aura Research is a 
pioneering field and our gogglescan set you on the road 
to exciting discoveries.

You may find, as do most observers, that the aura 
appears as a pulsating cloud or envelope of light, com­
posed of one or several delicately colored bands. Like 
scientific researchers, you may wish to focus on studies 
of aura colors for what they may reveal of the mental, 
emotional and physical states of your subjects.

You, too, may see how the auras of some subjects 
reportedly show attraction by blending and becoming 
more intense. And you, too, may observe strange rays of 
light of electric appearance leaving or entering the aura. 
These and more wonders await you in the new world our 
goggles can open up.

Diagram of normal aura based on 
sketch by Walter J. Kilner, M.D.

Set of Authentic Aura Goggle* 
with optically perfect 2X filter* 
and ln*tructlon booklet. $32.95

Suggested Equipment 
for Advanced Students
The aura goggle frames are 
designed so that you may 
replace the original filters 
with a selection of special­
purpose filters intended for 
higher study of this fascinat­
ing phenomenon.
Graded Training Filter* 
Set of three pairs: 4X dark, 3X 
medium, 1X pale $25.95
Inner Aura Filter*
For advanced studies of the inner 
aura $10.50
Outer Aura Filter* 
For advanced studies of the outer 
aura $10.50
Complementary Color Filter* 
Set of six filter pairs used to view 
all bands or rays in the aura 

$39.95
NEWI 

Complete Aura Kit. includes one 
each of the Authentic Aura Gog­
gles with 2X Filters, Graded T rain­
ing Filters, Inner Aura Filters, 
Outer Aura Filters, Complemen­
tary Color Filters and instruction 
booklet, plus one empty spare 
goggle frame. $110.00

[venture BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035~!
I Yes, I am interested in studying the aura. Please send me____ set(s) of Authentic Aura Goggles with optically I
I perfect 2X filters. Each $32.95, plus $2.50 postage-handling. (Each set comes with instruction booklet) Also I 
I send me the following filters at prices listed above. I enclose $--------------------------- the total of my order. |

Add $2.50 postage-handling $ ___
Total $ ___

I 
L
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HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU STARTED TO 
LOSE WEIGHT OR STOP SMOKING — BUT 
IT DOESN’T LAST?
HERE IS AN EASY PERMANENT WAY THAT 
DOESN’T DEPEND ON WILL POWER ...

SELF-HYPNOSIS
FOR 26 YEARS THERE HAS BEEN ONE SCIENTIFIC WAY

The BRAIN WA VE SYNCHRONIZER
• It has achieved deep hypnosis In 

subjects thought to be non-hyp- 
notlzable

• It will shorten induction time to 
seconds

• It is the surest and easiest meth­
od to achieve Self-Hypnosis

• For the practicing hypnotist it 
will take over when you are at a 
loss for words or if you have a 
difficult subject

The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic instrument that tunes to the 
natural frequency of the brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the subject's own 
frequency, response to hypnotic induction is rapid, easy and effective. There are no 
rotating parts, and no attachments to the subject.

1987 MODEL TC-7 — $395»® F.O.B. FACTORY

With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment 
with order. Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes, $18 to Hawaii, Alaska, 
Canada, Puerto Rico. Illinois residents please include 7% sales tax.

Attend our company training program on Self Hypnosis—one day, Sunday, May 3, $75. 
Write for registration form. Also available on cassette tape In 4-hour album, $55, + $5 
shipping In USA A Canada.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 047

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 
Telephone 312/676-9151
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WHAT SUPERCONSCIOUS PUWERS 
DO YOU POSSESS?
• Ею you believe that

through proper meditation
you may unite with your 
divine Oversoul?

• Do you believe you have
hidden powers of ESP?

• Do you believe in life
after death?

• Do you believe it is 
possible to contact those 
on the Otherside?

• Do you believe in unseen 
guidance?

• Do you believe you have- 
lived before?

• Do you believe the secrets of the
ancient Mystery Schools may still be 
attainable today?

Beliefs become knowledge when you know the laws underlying the 
supernatural and how to use them practically in your daily life. Dis­
cover how thousands are using this knowledge today. Astara, a New 
Age Mystery School, will send you a gift Scroll, Finding Your Place 
in the Golden Age. Ask for it now.

ADV 13

Robert & Earlyne Chaney 
ASTARA FOB. 5003 
Upland, CA 91785
Pleas, mail me fra. booklet. 
"Finding Your Place 
in the Golden Age."

ASTARA-

FXM J
Nam.----------------------------------------------- I

Address-------------------------------------------- I

-------------------Astara!
S».t.------------------ Zip---------------------- (NOHFROr.Tl
- Helping seekers since 1951 ® |
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
If most of us are ashamed of 
shabby clothes and shoddy furni­
ture, let us be more ashamed of 
shabby ideas and shoddy philoso­
phies.

— Albert Einstein

ONE HALLMARK of democ­
racy is open-mindedness, a trait 
we have a difficult time accommo­

dating. One great American myth is 
that we are indeed open-minded or 
at least tolerant of differing views, 
religions, races, skin colors. How 
tolerant we are you can judge from 
the newspapers. The same standard 
of open-mindedness should also 
apply to scientists but those of you 
who read this column know that 
this is another myth. I count myself 
a liberal in the European tradition 
of open-mindedness — not in the 
American sense of confused bleed- 
ing-heartism.

But we are all victims of slogans 
and slogan-thinking because we are 
too lazy to think things through. In 
the December 19, 1986, issue of 
Science, Daniel E. Koshland, Jr., 

the editor, urges us to think a little 
more clearly and a little more 
deeply. Instead of knee-jerk reac­
tions to national policies to which 
we become emotionally — but fool­
ishly — attached, Koshland says it’s 
time to sit down and work national 
problems into internally consistent 
policies.

00
CONSIDER THE SOW BEAR

KOSHLAND uses the female 
black bear as his model. The 
pregnant sow bear hibernates for 

five months during which time she 
delivers two or three cubs but 
neither eats, drinks, urinates nor 
defecates. Koshland calls this “a 
paradigm of fuel efficiency, absence 
of toxic wastes, budget balancing 
and productivity. . .from which 
individuals, governments and busi­
nesses have much to learn. The 
black bear achieves this fabulous 
efficiency by converting fat cleanly 
and completely to carbon dioxide 
and water, recycling the water as 
well as all of its nitrogen... .

“Today nations and individuals 
7
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are operating with systems that lack 
the disciplined logic of the black 
bear’s metabolism.

“Sophistries such as ‘service in­
dustry can replace manufacturing 
industry,’ ‘we can maintain stan­
dards without flunking anyone,’ 
‘world opinion will enforce good 
behavior’ and ‘you can help the 
poor without inconveniencing the 
rich’ are mistaken for analysis in 
which assets and liabilities are eval­
uated in a realistic way.”

00
BITE THE BULLET

KOSHLAND observes that it is 
easy for an intellectual to say 
“protectionism is bad” but what of 

the blue-collar worker in Detroit 

who is displaced by Japanese manu­
facturing? “ ‘No sports without a C 
average’ emphasizes the basics, but 
it may alienate those who most need 
to be enticed into more learning.

“It is time that society recognizes 
that in order for a policy to be a real 
policy, it must be thought through 
to an internally consistent system,” 
Koshland writes.

Suppose we choose protection­
ism as a consistent policy for our 
country. Then we have to under­
stand that the consequences are 
going to be higher costs of goods, 
subsidized inefficiency and other 
countries’ retaliation. Or suppose 
we settle for completely free trade. 
Then we must understand that 
many of our manufacturers will

What Kappas af %
rer death? ,/ <xo

7 A л

ORDER TODAY

LIFE NEVER DIES

$1.00
ABUNDANT LIVING,DEPT. F, BOX 100,SAN DIEGO, CA92138



SEE BY THE PAPERS 9

move to low-wage countries and the 
worker in Detroit and other dis­
placed workers will need assistance 
in transition to new jobs. And there 
may not be new jobs for everyone 
and many of those that exist will be 
on a lower level of skill and pay 
than the ones given up.

“A carefully developed compro­
mise might be devised that could 
provide protection for selected key 
industries and let others struggle for 
survival,” Koshland continues. 
“However, a system in which pro­
tection ebbs and flows with political 
clamor is destined for failure....

“We will never have a society that 
can cope with terrorism, overpopu­
lation, famine and war if we do not 
demand from those who criticize 
whether they have an internally 
consistent policy that is better,” he 
writes. “My New Year’s vow is to 
respect those who have a well- 
thought-out policy, even if parts of 
it are against my own deeply felt, 
sincerely believed, but highly emo­
tional personal policy.”

00
YOU HEAR WHAT YOU HEAR 
ALL THIS is fine and we think it 

is correct — but there are prob­
lems that transcend even the preju­
dices of scientists and the rest of us. 
I have always regarded as stupid the 
following type of argument: “I am 
looking at red. You are looking at 
red. How do we know we are seeing 
the same thing?” Well, we know

All together 
in one book!!

H Г. BUWATSKY
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Himaleyan Brotherhood of Adepts 
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visible Helpera, Rebirth.

256 pages $5.50 
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ELEPHANTS & CRYSTALS 
— A Magical Combination

Since ancient times elephants have 
been viewed as almost magical creatures. 
Hindu legend relates that they sprang 
from.a cosmic egg at a chant from the 
Creator and that these first elephants 
could fly. In parts of Africa hairs from an 
elephant's tail are woven into bracelets as 
good luck charms.

Seers of bygone days believed carved 
elephant stands gave magical power and 
clarity to the visions they beheld in their 
crystal spheres. Today antique carved 
elephants bearing crystals are eagerly 
sought by both collectors and scriers.

Our elephant stands are hand-carved 
from teak to order in Thailand the first 
we have seen in many years. Nestled in a 
hollow on their backs are beautiful crys­
tals of optical quality acrylic.

Supplies are very limited. Avoid dis­
appointment by ordering an elephant 
and its lovely crystal ball today. Sold 
only in combination.

4" Elephant with 1-3/4" Ball, $29.95 
Plus P/H $2.00 U.S., $4.00 Foreign 

8-1/2" Elephant with 2" Ball, $39.95 
Plus P/H $3.00 U.S., $6.00 Foreign

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 24», Highland Park, IL 60035 

that we are looking at the same 
vibratory segments of the light 
spectrum. Okay? But how do we 
know that what is registering as 
“red” in my brain is the same as 
“red” in your brain? As I’ve said, 
I’ve always regarded such argu­
ments as silly but maybe I’m the one 
who hasn’t been open-minded 
enough.

A new discovery, not in the way 
we see colors but in the way we hear 
sounds, has been made by psychol­
ogist Diana Deutsch of the Univer­
sity of California-San Diego, 
according to I. Peterson in Science 
News. Deutsch cites the fact that 
sometimes music critics disagree 
violently about the merits of a par­
ticular piece of music. She has dis­
covered that what one critic is hear­
ing may be strikingly different from 
what another hears.

When one tone of a pair of tones 
that are a half-octave apart is fol­
lowed by a second, some listeners 
hear the second tone as higher in 
pitch than the first while other lis­
teners insist that the second tone is 
lower in pitch.

“Furthermore, when the pattern 
is recorded on tape and then played 
back at different speeds, it can be 
heard as either ascending or de­
scending, depending on the playback 
speed,” writes Peterson. “A listener 
who hears the pattern as ascending 
at one speed may very well hear the 
pair of tones as descending at 
another speed.”



What did Plato, Socrates, 
Pythagoras, St Francis, Kabir, 
and Zarathustra have in common?

improve your understanding? Contoversial 
subjects about life, the church, music and 
science. Softcover $4.95

Consciousness is Ufe- One learns that thoughts 
cf love, joyfulness and cheerfulness bring about 
the beauty of youth. If man's concept cf himself 
and his world was different, everything in this 
world would be different It is up to you! 
Softcover $4.95

Yau Cin'l Turn Batk- A fascinating glimpse 
into the life of a great spiritual giant in this world 
today. Softcover $4.95

Bookstores ask for wholesale rate.

Write: SOS Publishing, PO Box 68290 
Oak Grove, OR 97268

There is a path known 
to few but practiced by many 
down thru the ages...

The Secret Science as taught by 
Paul Twite hell, the modern day 
founder of the Ancient Teachings 
of the Masters, to his successor 
Darwin Gross

c-----------
The Golden Thread

Experience the 
soothing, healing, uplifting 
sounds of etheric strings!

The compositions radiate 
a clarity, grace and serenity 
that's soft, easy listening, 

and very relaxing.

Cassette Tape 
or Record 

$9.95

Write for free 
Music Brochure
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Deutsch says of her strange find­
ing: “It raises the very important 
issue of how much commonality 
there really is among people when 
listening to music....”

00
SCIENTIFIC DELUSIONS

THIS RAISES questions about 
scientific observation. What 
applies to music may well apply to 

other observations — certainly to 
visual illusions which we all have. 
And what about mental illusions?

I. M. Klotz is the author of a new 
book published by Birkhauser en­
titled Diamond Dealers and Feather 
Merchants: Tales from the Sci­
ences. The book is about the danger 
of obsession among scientific research­
ers. Klotz cites a number of scien­
tific delusions followed by heart­
break for the deluded.

Example: Around the turn of the 
century scientists discovered that 
the world was full of rays — X rays, 
alpha rays, beta rays, gamma rays 
— and finally the French physicist 
Biondot announced his discovery 
of “N-rays” (“N” standing for a 
woman named Nancy in Biondot’s 
workplace). It was demonstrated 
that N-rays were emitted by gas 
lamps, heated sheet iron or silver, 
the sun, the human body — you 
name it. In 1904, according to Klotz, 
the number of publications on N- 
rays outweighed those on X-rays by 
53 to three.

And so it went until controlled 

experiments indicated that there 
wasn4 any such thing as ад N-ray, 
that it existed only in the eyes of the 
believers.

00
THE WRIGHT STUFF

WHEN I was editor of Flying 
Magazine many years ago, 
we on the staff were thoroughly 

familiar with the claim that the 
Wright brothers did not really make 
the first heavier-than-air flight. The 
mythology insisted that the first 
flight was made by Gustave White- 
head of Fairfield, Conn., who had 
built a pretty butterfly-shaped craft 
which allegedly took off and flew 
under its own power on August 14, 
1901, more than two years ahead of 
the Wrights’flight on December 17, 
1903.

The Whitehead claims were fairly 
well exploded 40 years ago and 
probably had been disproved sev­
eral times before that. Nonetheless, 
the clamor has arisen again and is 
loud enough that even the Wall 
Street Journal has paid attention.

One problem is that the Wright 
flight is meticulously documented 
with records, prints of designs, pho­
tographs and detailed eyewitness 
accounts whereas the Whitehead 
flight is described only in hazy and 
unspecific press accounts.

Other claimants include the de­
sign of Samuel P. Langley, secre­
tary of the Smithsonian Institution, 
whose plane was called the first one
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DEATH ... AND AFTER?
By Milan Ryzl

True answers in a new book by the interna­
tionally renowned “Creator of Psychics."Send 
SI 2.00 to:

DR. MILAN RYZL
P.O. Box 9459, San Jose, CA 95157

Don't miss the exciting 
articles in coming issues 

Subscribe to FATE 
See page 130 for previews 
and a money-saving offer

The greatest book on the 
greatest of lost lands...

ATLANTIS
The Antediluvian World

THE CLASSIC ILLUSTRATED 
EDITION OF 1882

This is the first and most popular of all books on 
Atlantis — the book that sparked the whole mod­
em cult of the marvelous tost continent, first des­
cribed by Plato more than 2,000 years ago.

Author Ignatius Donnelly, a scholar who served 
eight years as a Congressman, conducted tong and 
intensive research for proof of Plato's account. He 
concluded that before it sank beneath the waves 
Atlantis was a major power, boasted immense 
wealth and magnificent buildings, and colonized 
Egypt and South America. His enthralling book 
recreates the world of Atlantis — its gods and 
rulers, its daily life, its catastrophic wars and its 
ultimate destruction. Rich in information on the 
history and mythology of the ancient world, this 
prodigious work is an important reference for 
modem research on Atlantis. 490 pages, hard-

Only $9.95
Plus P/H $1.00 U.S.A.; $2.00 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 90035 

“capable” of making a flight. A 
replica of this craft flew in 1914 but 
subsequently was shown to have 
been modified from the original 
design.

The Whitehead claims show how 
politics and money try to influence 
history. The Connecticut legislature 
passed a law early in 1986 calling 
for a public hearing to explore the 
issue. About 450,000 people visit 
the Wright Memorial at Kitty 
Hawk, N. C., each year and gross 
tourism receipts there were esti­
mated at $270 million in 1985. 
Tourist revenues from the non­
existent Whitehead Memorial in 
Bridgeport, Conn., are, of course, 
zero.

The Whitehead movement is 
spark-plugged by William O’Dwy­
er, a former air force pilot, who has 
built a replica of the Whitehead 
craft and whose group is now work­
ing on duplicating Whitehead’s 
engines. The Connecticut group is 
trying to get the legislature to re­
write history.

00
DOOM & DISASTER

MALCOLM W. Browne has 
written a brief article in the 
New York Times for December 23, 

1986, which could give nightmares 
to susceptible people. His tone is set 
not in the first but in the final para­
graph. One wonders whether that is 
intentional. Here’s the way it reads: 

“The Sun has risen reliably every
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morning for at least as long as 
human beings have been keeping 
records. We therefore presume that 
it will rise tomorrow as well, and it 
probably will. Probably.”

What gives rise to Malcolm 
Browne’s gloom? Several observa­
tions have combined to produce the 
following:

• Our sun has been growing 
dimmer each year for the past five 
years “and if the slump doesn’t end 
pretty soon all of us will be in 
serious trouble.” Astrophysicists 
assume this downturn is related to 
the 11-year sunspot cycle and that 
things will all be well soon. Browne 
feels their view would be more reas­
suring if they had understood how 
the sun works well enough to have 
predicted the downturn in the first 
place.

• “Even a minor fluctuation in 
the Sun’s smooth conversion of 
hydrogen to helium could trans­
form Earth’s water into steam or 
ice; either way life would cease.” 
Astronomers infer that we have a 
long way to go but we don’t really 
know all that much about the uni­
verse.

• Lethal hazards mine our solar 
system. “Some 83 baby planets large 
enough to cause more damage than 
a nuclear war regularly come close 
to the Earth.” One missed us by 
only three million miles in 1982 and 
a smaller one by only 650,000 miles 
in 1976. Obviously planets have col­
lided with the earth in the past.

TWELFTH ANNUAL NATIONAL RETREAT CONFERENCE 

“A Journey of 
Transformation”

JUNE 14-20, 1987
LAKE FOREST COLLEGE • LAKE FOREST. ILLINOIS 

FEATURING . . .

WALTER STARCKE
DR. WILLIAM R. PARKER 
Frank Don • Bryce Bond 
* RUSTY CARNARIUS * GEORGE KINNAMON

* CAROL JOHNSON • RUTH BERGER
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND Spiritual Advisory Council's annual 
college retreat - June 14-20.1987 - at Lake Forest Col­
lege. lust north ol Chicago Attune to the psychic and 
spiritual experience with those of like kind on a beautiful col­
lege campus and be part of a wonderful opportunity for per­
sonal development A full week ol programs plus a room 
and 3-meals daily — all at low cost Write or phone for pro­
gram and registration information

2965 W State Road 434 • Ste 300 
LONGWOOD. FLORIDA 32779 
Phone 305/774-6151 
Chicago Area 312/676-4900

THE VIEW FROM ETERNITY 
by Vaughan Shelton

History Is A FRAUD!
To RUTH SHELTON'S unique clairvoyance, 

history was an open book. For 10 years she 
worked with her historian husband on 19th 
Century research, for two published books. His 
documentation showed her information 100% 
accurate. In the same period, she wrote a library 
of discourses on the origin, progress and future of 
mankind ■ refuting history books.

Astounding data: Soul birth; advent of 
humanity; “missing Ink;" ancient cultures; 
cause of the “Hood;” al humans not human; 
incredible Essenes; Bible authorship; N0 global 
disaster coming; future world order and tech­
nology, etc. 196 pp.

VIEW FROM ETERNITY ■ ’7 ma> 
______________ FiwLWaturc_____________

FORBES NICHOLS. Publishing
Box 996. Pocatello. ID 83204 
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Some astronomers believe we 
should prepare now by anticipating 
approaching planetoids and plan­
ning to divert them with nuclear 
explosions. But the astronomical 
calculations are difficult and per­
haps impossible, given the brief 
warning we would have.

• And who knows what perils lie 
in space? Browne seems to be afraid 
that they’re there, all right. “Hur­
tling through space almost blindly, 
we cannot tell what may lie in the 
path of our planet, much less that of 
our solar system and our galaxy. 
Many cultures have spawned apoc­
alyptic visions of a day of wrath 
when universal destruction will rain 
from the skies. Some of these visions 
are in curious consonance with the 
hypothetical finales proposed by 
astrophysicists, who occasionally re­
mind us that neither the Earth nor 
anything else will last forever.”

That’s your happiness for today!

00
CASTING THE NET

THE TIME has finally come 
when medical science around 
the world recognizes that nature 

itself can produce drugs and medi­
cines in far greater variety than has 
ever been imagined. “Mother 
Nature does things the organic 
chemists wouldn’t ever think of 
doing,” says Dr. John A. R. Mead 
of the National Cancer Institute.

New techniques by which drugs 
can be tested against more than 100 

varieties of cancer in lab dishes now 
make it possible to carry out tests of 
thousands of experimental drugs.

The Institute has hired botanists 
to bring in tens of thousands of 
roots, leaves and other plant speci­
mens from tropical forests. The 
search extends far beyond mere 
jungle plants. Tribal healers are 
being interviewed because it is 
believed that they have enormous 
knowledge of the medicinal or poi­
sonous properties of many plants. 
Marine biologists are being enlisted 
to gather thousands of organisms 
from the oceans. On land more than 
a thousand species of microorgan­
isms including algaes and fungi will 
be grown for evaluation.

Readers of Fate know that this 
project should have been launched 
decades ago but we can all be grate­
ful that at last it seems to be well 
under way. Useful medicines are 
found in the unlikeliest places. A 
periwinkle plant from Madagascar 
has produced an important drug to 
be used against leukemia. Other 
anticancer drugs have come from 
oceanic sponges. One experimental 
drug used against lung cancer, 
according to the New York Times, 
is derived from mold discovered in 
the damaged lungs of cows that had 
consumed rotten sweet potatoes.

00
EVOLUTIONARY CONUNDRUM 
RALPH ESTLING, a school­

teacher in Somerset, England,
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Some Have Everything! Some Have Nothin^1

has raised anew a fascinating ques­
tion about Darwinian theory which 
should concern all of us. Ten years 
ago he wrote:

“What useful purpose is served 
while a portion of an insect’s cuticle 
is evolving, over several million 
years, into a wing? There is no 
doubt in our minds that the cuticle 
is useful and the wing is very useful 
indeed. But a chitinous substance 
that lies somewhere in between, 
that affords neither shield nor 
means of aerial propulsion, has, or 
so it would seem, no advantage and, 
indeed, quite an obvious disadvan­
tage, losing the insect one means of 
protection while he waits through 
several million generations for the 
other. He and all his kind (whatever 
happened to her?) should have been 
chomped into extinction long be­
fore.

“Not so, say the Darwinians. The 
halfway house, the incipient stage is 
useful, even though its use will 
probably lie in some entirely sepa­
rate area altogether, having nothing 
to do with its previous or subse­
quent stages.”

Estling seems satisfied that his 
question of 10 years ago has now 
been answered. An article in Scien­
tific American (April 1986) reports 
that experimenters actually built 
models of the insects and tested 
them to see if there was indeed any 
aerodynamic advantage in having 
wings shorter than one centimeter. 
There wasn’t — but the winglets
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might serve other purposes useful 
to the insects’ survival. They col­
lected, absorbed and conducted the 
warmth of sunlight, thus helping 
the insects to raise body tempera­
ture and become active more 
quickly. Wings longer than one cen­
timeter aren’t any better as solar 
collectors but they are much better 
for flying.

That’s all well and good but it 
hardly explains the insect mystery. 
How, in the name of evolution, is an 
egg transformed into a grub or a 
caterpillar and thence by metamor­
phosis into a fly or a moth? By what 
magic can this creepy, crawly multi­
legged voracious leaf feeder be 
transformed into a beautiful winged 
butterfly? That’s one for the evolu­
tionists to solve, regardless of sur­
vival value. Can we do less than 
marvel at this wondrously complex 
process?

00
DESERT PATTERNS

FEW OF the world’s artifacts 
have been more overdramatized 
and less well understood than the 

so-called Nazca lines, the last of 
which was constructed about 1000 
years ago. They have been called 
runways for ancient astronauts or 
the site for gigantic pre-Columbian 
Olympic games. One of the most 
prevalent myths about the desert 
patterns is that they must be seen 
from the air. J. Doodman writes in 
Nazca Journey to the Sun, “From
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the ground Nazca is totally incom­
prehensible; yet from the air one 
gasps with astonishment.. .and that 
is what fascinates modern man. . . 
.To appreciate Nazca, one must be 
airborne above the plains.” Such 
pronouncements are just plain mis­
statements and it is these exaggera­
tions that gave rise to the ancient 
airstrip fantasies.

The spectacular geometrical de­
signs, zigzag scrawls, spirals and 
contoured figures — laid out on the 
desert between the Ingenio and 
Nazca river valleys on the south­
west coast of Peru — were surely 
meant to be used by people on the 
ground.

Anthony F. Aveni writes in 
Archaeology (July/August 1986), 
“We discovered during fieldwork 
that such lines are relatively easy to 
build. In June 1984 on a remote 
area of another pampa. . .volun­
teers assisting us with our study of 
the Nazca lines constructed a 
straight line that wound up into a 
spiral 35 meters (115 feet) long and 
one meter (39.37 inches) wide. All 
this was done without a printed 
plan and took about an hour and a 
half.”

00
HOW IT WAS DONE

SOME VOLUNTEERS squatted 
in the interior of the design and 
collected stones into piles. Another 

group removed these stones to the 
edge and arranged them in a neat 
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hummock about 20 inches high. A 
third group supervised the edging 
to be sure that things lined up 
correctly.

Such a method was probably 
used by the original builders, a the­
ory attested by the fact that unfin­
ished lines still exist more than 1000 
years after their construction start­
ed. Aveni’s team found piles of 
stones located at arm’s length from 
one another awaiting removal to 
the edge of the figure under con­
struction.

His conclusions deflate the idea 
that the Nazca lines were a stu­
pendous engineering achievement 
but that ought not to diminish 
interest in them. The enormous odd 
shapes carved on an inhospitable 
desert are unique.

00
THE PERSISTENT QUESTION 
DESPITE what has been learned 

about the Nazca lines, the per­
sistent question remains: Why were 
they built? The American geogra­
pher Paul Kosok in Life, Land and 
Water in Ancient Peru (Long Island 
University Press, 1961) called the 
pampa the largest astronomy book 
in the world: the lines were intended 
to point toward astronomical events 
at the horizon. Others agree that the 
lines constitute some sort of astro­
nomical observing device. Theories 
outside astronomy abound. One 
argues that the lines were intended 
as an expression of pure geometri-
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cal knowledge and another ad­
vanced the idea that the Nazca geo­
glyphs constitute pure works of art.

Aveni puts forth hypotheses that 
may come nearer the truth. The 
lines may have been related to irri­
gation, symbolically or even func­
tionally. More than one Peruvian 
investigator takes this position. A 
second hypothesis proposed in 1927 
by Toribio Mejia Xesspe, one of the 
earliest workers in Nazca, likened 
the lines to religious roads, path­
ways or roadways for pilgrimages.

Aveni concludes, “All the clues 
point to a ritual scheme involving 
water, irrigation and planting; but 
as we might expect of these ancient 
cultures, elements of astronomy and 
calendar were also evident. Through 
photography and mapping we have 
tried hard to preserve the record on 
the pampa. Still, it is close to being 
tragic that these fragile and highly 
distinctive artifacts are rapidly 
being destroyed today by advanc­
ing industrial pollution and the 
automobile track of the ever-curious 
tourist.”

00
THE SIEGE OF SARDIS

THE KINGDOM of Lydia was 
established in the Seventh Cen­
tury B.C. in what is now Turkey. 

Today two ancient Greek cups are 
providing important clues about its 
fall, according to Science -News. 
Nancy Hirschland Ramage of 
Ithaca (N. Y.) College reported in
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the October 1986 American Jour­
nal of Archaeology that the cups 
were found broken and partly 
burned on the floor of a building 
under excavation at Sardis, once 
Lydia’s capital. They date to shortly 
before the middle of the Sixth Cen­
tury B.C. It was then that Cyrus the 
Great of Persia, in late 547 or early 
546 B.C., conquered Lydia at the 
height of its power and killed Croe­
sus, the fabled Lydian king.

The excavation confirms the 
existence of a colossal defensive 
wall behind the building where the 
Greek cups were found. This city 
wall was 60 feet thick and has been 
studied by scientists from an ongo­
ing expedition at Sardis. The floor 
of another structure was found in 
1984 buried beneath bricks from 
the wall. Among the items scattered 
across the floor were cooking pots, 
kitchen utensils, cups, lamps, glass 
beads, parts of a loom and foods 
such as barley and wheat in storage 
vessels. Most of the pottery was 
Lydian but two cups were of Greek 
origin and could be compared to 
similar vessels that have been con­
fidently dated.

00
FINE POTTERY ABANDONED

ONE CUP was pieced together 
from 49 fragments. It bears the 
images of two panthers and the 

reverse side, although missing some 
pieces, shows the same scene. The 
other cup was completely restored
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from 54 fragments and two dancers 
are portrayed on each of its sides. 
When compared with similar Greek 
cups, the shape and decorative style 
of the Sardis vessels date them to 
shortly before 550 B.C. Archaeolo­
gists believe the two cups were 
imported to the site just before the 
Persian conquest.

The fact that many of the cup 
fragments were burned, says Ram­
age, indicates that while fire raged 
through the building, bricks from 
the city wall fell on the structure, 
burying and sealing the floor. Since 
food storage and preparation and 
other household activities were car­
ried out there, Ramage suggests 
that the occupants fled, “abandon­
ing food, loom, cooking pots and 
even imported pottery....”

The cups also provide valuable 
information for dating Lydian pot­
tery found in the same structure.

00
"WAISTED” STONE AXES

INVESTIGATORS have uncov­
ered evidence of the earliest 
known human occupation — at 

least 40,000 years old — of the 
island of New Guinea. It is the first 
archaeological support for the idea 
that New Guinea was inhabited at 
an early stage in the settlement of 
Australia by people from Indonesia 
and Indochina. At the time, New 
Guinea and Australia were con­
nected by a land bridge.

Anthropologist Les Groupe of
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the University of Papua New Gui­
nea and his colleagues uncovered 
more than 100 “waisted” stone axes 
at the north coast site. These axes 
are notched on both sides, which 
gives the appearance of a waist, and 
are similar to tools found at Aus­
tralian sites dated at 35,000 or 
40,000 years old.

Some of the New Guinea axes are 
especially noteworthy, the scientists 
reported in the December 4, 1986, 
Nature. Horizontal grooves on the 
stone indicate the axes were at­
tached to some kind of handle and 
provide the earliest evidence for the 
use of tool handles anywhere in the 
world.

An unsolved problem is why, 
with the very early development of 
such a tool-using culture in New 
Guinea and Australia, the peoples 
there remained so primitive in their 
development of tools, weapons and 
technology in general.

00
DINOSAUR FAMILIES

WE ARE SO accustomed to 
thinking of dinosaurs as stu­
pid cold-blooded reptilian creatures 

that it comes as a surprise to be 
reminded that they were nothing of 
the kind. They were a highly suc­
cessful, highly developed group of 
animals who dominated our earth 
for millions of years longer than 
their mammalian successors. This 
becomes ever more clear as paleon­
tologists cast aside preconceptions.
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John R. Horner, paleontologist 
at Montana State University’s Mu­
seum of the Rockies, has turned up 
more evidence that different species 
of dinosaurs cared for and pro­
tected their young long after they 
were hatched. Horner’s specialty is, 
surprisingly, the behavior and soci­
ology of dinosaurs.

On the 2000-square-mile Black­
foot Indian reservation where Hor­
ner’s group did their digging the 
past two summers, some of their 
finds raise questions one might ex­
pect a dinosaur sociologist to ask. 
The area contains enormous num­
bers of adult and juvenile dinosaur 
bones and many eggshells, includ­
ing the fossils of intact eggs that 

CAT scans reveal contain fossilized 
embryos. There are nests of dino­
saur eggs as well. Horner asks:

What killed them? Why did many 
different types of dinosaurs die in a 
fairly small area and in family 
groups, adults and young together? 
Did frequent forays of carnivorous 
dinosaurs kill off the nesting popu­
lations or were natural catastrophes 
responsible?

Horner hopes that careful study 
of this year’s crop of fossils will 
provide some of these answers but 
he knows that the cause was not the 
grand extinction over which there 
has been so much furor lately. The 
dates for that are 15 million years 
later.
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VOLCANOES. 
EARTHQUAKES 
AND LOST 
CIVILIZATIONS
Environmental disasters 
can change the fortunes of the 
most powerful empires.
By Nick Saunders
This first appeared in New Scientist, 
London, the weekly review of 
science and technology.
Photo courtesy Seattle Times.

THE PACIFIC Ring of Fire is a 
geological hot spot — a great 
belt of active volcanoes encircling 

the entire ocean. The intense geo­
logical activity in the ring not only 
causes upheaval of the landscape 
around it, it has in the past caused 
the upheaval of the ancient civiliza­
tions within its domain. The centers 
of prehistoric cultures in the 
Americas lie on the eastern margin 
of the Ring of Fire. Shifts in the 
geology and the climate of the area 
have played an important part in 
the cultural history of the ancient 
American peoples.

Archaeologists investigating an­
cient civilizations have found great 
cultural changes which traditional 

methods of study have failed to 
explain. They are now turning their 
attention to local geology and 
meteorology to shed some light on 
these often dramatic changes. Any 
civilization must interact with its 
physical environment and in some 
parts of the world that environment 
is liable to both gradual change and 
dramatic change. In the face of 
change, societies must either adapt 
or collapse. Archaeologists excavat­
ing ancient sites often find traces of 
one or the other of these options. 
Some of the ancient civilizations of 
Mexico and Peru illustrate the inter­
action between culture and envi­
ronment.

In Mexico the great city of Teoti­
huacan, northwest of Mexico City, 
owed much of its early success to 
the destruction of its rival city Cui- 
cuilco by the eruption of the Xitle 
volcano around A. D. 100. Ironi­
cally, the economic expansion of 
Teotihuacan depended on its trade 
in obsidian, a dark volcanic glass 
much sought after for cutting blades 
for tools. Teotihuacan became the 
most important center of central 
Mexican civilization soon after 
A.D. 100 and remained dominant 
for the next 700 years. Equally 
dramatic was the rapid decline of

Volcanoes are instant disasters. In 
1982 the ash fall from El Chichon 
covered vast tracts of Mexican rain 
forest. Eruptions through the years 
ruined ancient cities.
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Early Classic Maya civilization in 
the highlands of Guatemala and El 
Salvador. Around A. D. 200 to 250, 
the volcano Ilopango erupted. It 
disrupted the finely tuned trading 
networks of the Mayan cities of 
Kaminaljuyu and Chalchuapa. 
Starved of trade, the people left the 
highlands and settled in the lowland 
tropical rain forests where Classic 
Maya civilization reached its peak 
between A. D. 600 and 800.

Volcanic eruptions caused almost 
instant disasters but some of the 
most dramatic environmental ef­
fects on ancient civilizations re­
sulted from long-term geological 
changes. Nowhere is this more evi­
dent than in Peru. Here the changes 
are related to the geological theory 
of plate tectonics. The Pacific or 
“Nazca” plate is moving eastward; 
the South American plate confronts 
it with a westerly movement. Where 
the two meet, the Nazca plate is 
forced downward at a rate of about 
10 centimeters (four inches) each 
year. The subduction of the Nazca 
plate leaves a giant abyss known as 
the Peru-Chile Trench. Around 160 
million years ago a gigantic colli­
sion between the two plates caused 
a cataclysmic buckling at the west­
ern margins of the South American 
landmass and created the Andean 
cordillera.

The slow but steady movement of 
the plates manifests itself in other 
violent events — earthquakes, tidal 
waves and volcanic eruptions. At 

the heart of the Andes, in the area 
formed by southern Bolivia and 
northern Chile, there is possibly the 
greatest density of volcanoes in the 
world; in Chile alone 22 remain 
active. The consequences of pri­
mary geological activity can be spec­
tacularly dangerous. Volcanic lava 
flows, ash falls, flooding and land­
slides can change the face of the 
landscape. In 1970 a landslide en­
gulfed the Peruvian town of Yun- 
gay, killing 20,000 people. In 1982 
the ash fall from El Chichon covered 
vast tracts of Mexican rain forest. 
And in 1985 thousands lost their 
lives in the earthquakes in Mexico 
City and in the Colombian town of 
Almero which was swallowed by a 
mud slide.

Natural disasters, quite apart 
from the initial disruption and toll 
in human lives, have a marked 
effect on a civilization’s pattern of 
settlement. Disasters determine the 
peoples’ strategies for agriculture 
and subsistence and in some cases 
their technological development. 
Today’s authorities in Mexico will 
try to reconstruct parts of Mexico 
City with tremor-proof buildings; 
the Colombian government must 
resettle the survivors of Almero in a 
safer place. The people of the 
ancient civilizations of Peru like­
wise had to reassess their needs in 
the wake of such events. One pre­
historic civilization in particular 
highlights the dynamic interaction 
between people and environment.



LOST CIVILIZATIONS 31

The valley of the Moche River on 
the northern coast of Peru has been 
the home of civilization for thou­
sands of years. Between about A.D. 
900 and 1475 one of the single larg­
est and most successful of all pre- 
Columbian empires, the Chimu 
Empire, arose there. In 1475 it fell 
to the conquering armies of the 
imperial Inca state and became an 
integral part of their empire of 
Tawantinsuyu, the Land of the 
Four Quarters.

At the height of its success, the 
Chimu Empire extended over 1000 
kilometers (620 miles) from south­
ern Ecuador to the Rimae valley in 
central Peru — where Peru’s capital 
city Lima is today. The political 
center of this sprawling coastal em­
pire was the huge city of Chan Chan 
which reached the peak of its pres­
tige, size and economic power 
around 1450. Chimu society was 
tightly run. It was essentially theo­
cratic with the king-emperor re­
garded as the divine embodiment of 
sacred and secular power. Below 
him in the hierarchy were the nobil­
ity and below them the urban pro­
letariat, divided into distinct castes 
of traders, potters, weavers and 
metalsmiths. Social restrictions in 
Chan Chan were harsh and al­
though the upper classes practiced 
polygamy freely, both adultery and 
theft were punished severely, usu­
ally by death.

Chan Chan is dominated by nine 
great ceremonial compounds or 

“ciudadelas” and a number of other 
civic buildings — platforms, court­
yards and flat-topped mounds. The 
city’s center, dominated by these 
huge building complexes, encom­
passed an area of about six square 
kilometers (2!4 square miles), al­
though the whole city probably 
covered three times that area. The 
people built on a grand scale and 
meticulously decorated their civic 
buildings with elaborate, if some­
what repetitive, mud friezes.

The ciudadelas provide valuable 
evidence for the cultural history of 
the Chimu Empire. Each compound 
was built and occupied by a succes­
sion of Chimu rulers and repre­
sented a centralization of political 
power and economic wealth. The 
practice of split inheritance meant 
that on the death of one ruler, his 
family and retainers kept his estate 
and all the wealth and possessions 
he had accumulated in life. His ciu- 
dadela, which had served as a per­
sonal palace, became a mausoleum 
adorned by his wealth and still 
occupied by his successors. The 
next emperor, although rich in priv­
ilege, was poor in personal wealth. 
He was forced to initiate new mil­
itary expeditions to capture riches 
of his own. With his newly-won 
wealth, he could build his own 
palace and keep his own retainers. 
Thus the political and territorial 
expansion of the Chimu state came 
about as the result of warfare, ritual 
duty and dynastic succession.
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A ciudadela was laid out like a 
maze. High walls enclosed a rectan­
gular area which was divided into 
three sections. The northern area 
included the entrance corridor, a 
vestibule, U-shaped offices called 
“audiências” and row upon row of 
storerooms which held gold, silver, 
ceramics and textiles. Dominating 
the architecture of the compound 
was the royal burial platform, 
which was enclosed by more walls. 
Although looters have long since 
raided the platforms, they once held 
vast quantities of the dead emper­
or’s personal wealth. Archaeologists 
have also found evidence to suggest 
that a Chimu emperor was accom­
panied into the other world by 
hundreds of human sacrifices. His 
mausoleum subsequently became 
the focus of an official cult of ances­
tor worship.

The city of Chan Chan, built by 
the tribute labor extracted from 
conquered territories, was essen­
tially ah elite center of bureaucratic, 
religious and economic power. The 
Chimu Empire may have had a 
total population of about half a mil­
lion people but probably only 
25,000 lived in Chan Chan. Most of 
the city-dwellers were probably 
skilled artisans, bureaucrats and 
members of the ruling dynasty.

As in all great civilizations, the 
foundation of the Chimu Empire 
was its agriculture, and in the desert 
environment of Peru, the farmers 
needed a good supply of water. The 

Chimu engineers had to construct 
and maintain an extensive system 
of canals to irrigate the crops. The 
system was sensitive to rainfall and 
to the slope of the ground. It was 
severely affected by the long-term 
effects of tectonic forces and by the 
more immediate disruptive changes 
in regional climate. The movement 
of the Nazca plate under the South 
American plate changed the drain­
age slope of the Moche River as it 
flowed down from the Andes. The 
slope tilted upward at a rate of 
about one centimeter (0.39 inch) 
each year — as it still does. In 
response to this strong vertical 
movement, the river cut deeper into 
the valley and its course became 
increasingly entrenched. At the 
same time, the water table dropped 
lower and lower and the vegetation 
grew increasingly sparse. These 
changes posed huge problems for 
the engineers who constantly had to 
reassess the design of their canal 
system to keep the farmers in busi­
ness and the Chimu people fed.

Tectonic uplift was not the only 
environmental problem faced by 
Chimu society. They also suffered 
from climatic changes wrought by 
El Nino, a warm ocean current that 
regularly intrudes into the waters 
off Peru. Every so often El Nino 
runs amok and produces disastrous 
changes in weather conditions. In 
the wake of El Nino come devastat­
ing rains. In an arid desert envi­
ronment, violent downpours cause 
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disastrous flash floods which sweep 
away all before them. The floods 
can easily wash away the most care­
fully planned and constructed irri­
gation systems. The regular ap­
pearance of El Nino would have 
threatened the agricultural base of 
Chimu society.

* • *

IN 1969, Dr. Michael Moseley of
Harvard University led the Chan 

Chan-Moche project, an intensive 
archaeological investigation in the 
Moche River valley. Between 1969 
and 1974 Moseley and his team 
found evidence of two major envi­
ronmental upheavals during the 
comparatively recent past which 
had a pronounced cultural effect in 
the Moche valley region. The first 
upheaval occurred around A.D. 400 
to 650 before the Chimu empire was 
established. At that time the Mo- 
chica culture — famous for its 
beautiful pottery and the pyramids 
of the Sun and Moon — dwelt in 
the valley. When disaster struck, 
the Mochica people abandoned the 
Moche valley and moved their cul­
ture to a higher and safer area cen­
tered on the prehistoric site of 
Galindo. Around A.D. 1100, the 
early phase of the Chimu period, a 
second disaster devastated large 
tracts of fertile land and damaged 
the early civic architecture of Chan 
Chan. The Chimu responded to the 
disaster by organizing a large trib­
ute labor force — a work force 
made up of people conquered by 

the empire — to reconstruct a new 
system of irrigation canals. At the 
same time, they began construction 
on a large scale in the city itself.

Today the Moche River valley 
has large areas of abandoned canals. 
Only 35 to 40 percent of the land 
cultivated in Chimu is farmed. The 
process of tectonic uplift continues. 
In Chimu times the entrenchment 
of the Moche River meant that 
intakes of water from the river to 
the canals were increasingly being 
cut off. To remedy this, the engi­
neers had to keep moving their 
canals downstream to tap the river’s 
water effectively. As the water sup­
plies moved downstream, less and 
less agricultural land was available 
for irrigation and the agricultural 
base of Chimu society gradually 
contracted.

The combined effects of the di­
saster in A.D. 1100 forced the Chimu 
people to make drastic changes to 
their system of irrigation. They had 
to repair the damage to the earliest 
ciudadela, called “Chayhuac.”They 
built new canals, the Upper and 
Lower Milagro systems, to the west 
of the city, which channeled up to a 
third of the Moche River’s water 
onto agricultural land. They also 
undertook to build a canal to link 
the Moche valley with the Chicama 
valley in the north. The canal be­
tween the valleys probably repre­
sents the high point of their impe­
rial aspirations and engineering 
skills. It was never completed. The 
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engineers had to build on fill ter­
races and take the canal across the 
broken country of the Andean foot­
hills over many aqueducts. The proj­
ect finally defeated them and their 
agricultural land continued to 
dwindle.

The Chimu engineers obviously 
had an intimate understanding of 
the complex hydraulic regime in the 
area. They knew what effect vary­
ing the width of canals would have 
on the flow of water. The archaeol­
ogists working on the Chan Chan- 
Moche project investigated the pro­
files of 300 canals. The profiles 
yielded detailed information on 
their stratigraphies which allowed 
the researchers to build up a picture 
of the history of canal building, 
reconstruction and abandonment.

In the upper part of the Moche 
valley is the Vichansao canal system 
consisting of many different seg­
ments connected to an unpaved 
channel. It is 30 kilometers long 
(almost 19 miles). The Vichansao 
canals take in water from the Moche 
River at a low point along beds 
sloped typically at .02 degree. That 
meant that it had a greater potential 
carrying capacity than the older 
and higher canals. The Chimu 
engineers realized its potential and 
enlarged the canal’s cross-section. 
They could adjust the rates of flow 
in the canal by placing temporary 
obstructions at critical points, thus 
raising the “upstream” level and 
irrigating designated areas. About 

two miles northwest of Chan Chan 
was the Pampa Huanchaco canal 
system. Used between A.D. 1140 
and 1160, the system was fed by 
both the Vichansao canals and the 
intervalley canals. Feeder channels 
from the main branches of the canal 
took water to the fields below them. 
The expertise involved in conceiv­
ing, surveying, building and con­
tinually modifying these canals illus­
trates the degree of sophistication 
reached by Chimu society.

It is surely no coincidence that 
the period of Chan Chan’s urban 
renewal coincided with the large- 
scale reorganization of its irrigation 
system. Once gathered, the large 
tribute labor force could equally 
well build canals or impressive civic 
architecture. Indeed, the city’s larg­
est ciudadelas date from this time. 
The expansion of the city and the 
increase in its political power and 
prestige paralleled the renovation 
of the canal system.

The rise and fall of the Chimu 
civilization is just one of many 
examples of a civilization changed 
by environmental disasters. The 
Chimu culture suffered spectacular 
damage to its agricultural base, but 
the actions the Chimu people took 
to counteract these events trans­
formed a medium-sized center into 
the imperial capital of a large aggres­
sive state. Environmental disaster 
and the cultural reaction to it had a 
most profound effect on the course 
of Chimu civilization.



SATANISM 
and Child Abuse

Something is happening in America: a bizarre 
episode in mass hysteria or a conspiracy of unspeakable evil, 

by Charles Rappleye

THE FIRST THING to greet a 
visitor to Planter Street is a 
Neighborhood Watch sign, promi­

nently placed just off the intersec­
tion, warning intruders that resi­
dents are organized and vigilant 
against any nefarious doings.

Planter Street is at the southern 
end of a residential tract in Pico 
Rivera, a blue-collar city in the 
industrial fringe east of Los Angeles. 
It has cul-de-sacs at each end, which 
serve as blacktop playgrounds for 
children from small homes that line 
it on both sides.

This day, as on most warm after­
noons, children are everywhere, 
gathered in groups in the street, rac­
ing their Big Wheels along the side­
walks, banging in and out of screen 
doors.

Mothers are visible too, talking 
together or standing alone on front 
porches. Traffic moves slowly, with 
careful regard for the running, 
laughing children. Even the quality 
of the sunlight, diffused by smog 
and trees and grass into an orange 

haze, contributes to an atmosphere 
of suburban tranquility.

But the mood quickly dissipates 
as I speak with Henry (not his real 
name), a slim, knock-kneed nine- 
year-old.

Henry stands on the porch of his 
house. His mother sits quietly on 
the steps below him; his little 
brother plays with friends in the 
nearby street. Henry speaks breath­
lessly, fitfully, his eyes darting 
about.

He says it began when a man liv­
ing “across the street” sexually mol­
ested him and a friend. The inci­
dents increased in frequency, as did 
the number of people involved — 
both children and adults — grow­
ing to include more than a dozen 
children from four families on 
Planter Street.

The activity then began to change. 
Instead of just sex and photog­
raphy, the adults donned long black 
or white robes and introduced 
strange paraphernalia, much of it 
religious, including animal suits,

35
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THE SUBJECT MATTER of this article concerns two disturbing 
issues: child molestation and satanism. Distasteful as these sub­
jects are, we think this investigative report deserves your attention. 
We have never shirked our responsibility to report on the latest 
mysteries of science and psychology, whether these mysteries 
involved UFOs, alien abductions, so-called cattle mutilations or 
other matters.

The mystery examined in this report chronicles a phenomenon 
that transcends conventional psychology. Children all over the 
country are inexplicably reporting incredible events for which 
corresponding physical evidence remains strangely elusive. We 
don't know whether this new mystery will turn out to be based on 
facts — like UFOs — or will simply evaporate — like the cattle­
mutilation epidemic, which was finally explained prosaically. If 
even a grain of fact exists behind the claims in this article, its 
subject is of extraordinary importance.

Charles Rappleye is an investigative reporter who lives in San 
Pedro, Calif. The research for this report was commissioned by the 
L.A. Weekly, which first published it. We wish to thank Mr. Rap­
pleye for permitting its use in Fate. — The Editors.

crucifixes, candles and long trident 
staffs.

Other children, unknown to 
Henry and his friends, were brought 
in. Together they were taught chants 
and spells and how to mix potions. 
“We’d have to make a demon 
appear,” Henry says, scratching his 
leg and looking nervously at his 
mother, who says nothing.

I ask him where these things hap­
pened and he continues. It started 
at one of the adults’ homes but later 
moved to an old church, since de­
stroyed by fire, near the 605 Free­
way in Norwalk.

Animals were a central part of 
the ceremonies. They were tortured 
with knives or electrical prods and 
sometimes killed and dismembered, 
the blood smeared over the hands 

of adults and children alike.
On several occasions, Henry 

offers, the animals were replaced 
with human infants. The babies 
were suffocated and cooked in 
ovens and afterward their organs 
were removed and eaten.

I am silent. I’ve heard this stuff 
from investigators and seen it in 
police reports but there is some­
thing very unsettling about hearing 
it from this young boy.

“They’d throw a baby in the oven 
and turn it on full blast,” Henry 
says. “They let it go a few minutes, 
then pull it out, and there would be 
a dead, bloody baby.”

* * *

HENRY’S story, the Planter 
Street case, is typical of scores 
if not hundreds of others. These are 
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multiple-victim sexual-abuse cases, 
disturbing enough in their own 
right, but with a twist —the chil­
dren will tell parents, therapists and 
police that they have been the sub­
ject of elaborate and sometimes 
bloody satanic rituals.

The charges have been repeated 
in great detail by children from 
widely separate communities, and 
their allegations supported by med­
ical evidence of molestation and 
sexual penetration.

And yet, despite massive police 
investigations, not a single piece of 
corroborating physical evidence has 
come to light. No photographs, no 
bodies. Nobody has confessed and 
not a single accused perpetrator has 
been convicted.

Moreover, for the charges to be 
true, there would have to be dozens 
of people, perhaps even hundreds, 
involved in transporting, abusing 
and terrifying these children, all 
without once being discovered in 
the act.

We are faced with a terrible 
enigma. If what the children say is 
true, it is the crime of the century, a 
deep and widespread conspiracy to 
abuse and exploit innocent young 
victims, leaving scores of mutilated 
lives in its wake.

Or, almost equally incredibly, 
vast numbers of children are lying 
in sync. They, with parents and 
medical professionals in tow, have 
embarked on a bizarre and psy­
chotic episode, enlisting law en­

forcement on, literally, a 20th-Cen­
tury witch-hunt.

Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Ira Reiner shocked the 
broad audience watching the 
McMartin Preschool child-abuse 
case with his decision to drop 
charges against five of the seven 
defendants. He attempted to defuse 
the ensuing critical crossfire by ex­
plaining his reasoning in an inter­
view with the Los Angeles Times 
but only further clouded an already 
murky picture.

Reiner said he had suspended his 
usual criteria in bringing criminal 
cases — that his attorneys have a 
strong chance of obtaining a con­
viction — and instead adopted the 
role of judge, asking his prosecu­
tion team if they personally believed 
each defendant was guilty.

Reiner’s decision and subsequent 
explanation left nagging, embar­
rassing questions — of legal ethics, 
of the $4 million dished out to bring 
all seven to trial, of why two should 
be tried on virtually the same evi­
dence as the five who walked.

But to the small community of 
investigators and experts close to 
the phenomenon of satanic child 
abuse, Reiner had little choice. He 
was faced with a prosecutor’s night­
mare — vast allegations and virtu­
ally nonexistent physical evidence.

His office was not the first to face 
this dilemma.

The most notorious case to date 
took place in Jordan, Minn., where 
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24 of the town’s 2663 residents were 
accused of playing sexual games 
with children that culminated in the 
sacrifice of animals and small in­
fants. At trial the case collapsed in 
the face of contradictory testimony 
by children and the recantation of 
the star adult witness. Following 
the fiasco, the prosecutor resigned 
in disgrace.

In Bakersfield, Calif., in 1985 
longtime Kern County Sheriff Larry 
Kleier caused a storm of contro­
versy when he announced an inves­
tigation into charges that as many 
as 77 adults had participated in satanic 
child abuse, including child sacri­
fice. Kleier quickly drew fire from 
the county grand jury, on grounds 
that the children’s statements had 
been prompted by investigators. 
Kleier stood by his charges, how­
ever. “I’m convinced these children 
are telling the truth,” he told a news 
conference.

The state attorney general’s office 
has stepped in to review the case but 
no findings have been issued.

In Southern California allega­
tions connecting sexual child abuse 
with satanic activity have been part 
of the McMartin case for well over 
a year.

The second child witness to take 
the stand said he and others were 
taken to a church where adults 
dressed in black robes and wearing 
plastic masks engaged in candlelit 
chants. After the robed figures de­
parted, the child said, teacher Ray 

Buckey stepped up to the altar and 
“cut up” a live rabbit, warning that 
the same fate would befall anyone 
who learned of the strange rituals.

As the children’s stories grew 
stranger and more frightening, even 
the members of the prosecution 
team began harboring doubts about 
the charges. They had detailed tes­
timony and corroborating reports 
from medical examinations. But 
still no photographs. No tangible 
evidence.

But besides McMartin, four other 
South Bay preschools have been 
closed by state authorities for inves­
tigation of sexual abuse. Testimony 
in two of those cases has involved 
allegations of satanic activity.

And outside the South Bay, chil­
dren from three communities miles 
inland have related similar accounts 
of sexual abuse, rituals and black 
magic. I looked into these cases in 
detail. Henry’s story is part of one. I 
don’t claim to have an answer, but 
this is what I found:

« * *

IN APRIL 1984 deputies from the 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
Pico Rivera station arrested two 

men and two women on charges of 
kidnapping, conspiracy, false im­
prisonment and sexual assaults on 
children. Bail was set at $100,000 
each.

The investigation and subsequent 
arrests were based on charges made 
by 10 children from four different 
families, all residents of Planter 
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Street. The case was brought before 
Whittier Municipal Court Judge 
Patricia Hofstetter, who dismissed 
the charges after two children testi­
fied during a closed, 10-day pretrial 
hearing.

One of the children recanted on 
the stand, Hofstetter recalled in an 
interview, and the second contra­
dicted himself in his testimony.

Months later the four defendants 
filed a civil suit charging slander 
and malicious prosecution and 
naming the parents, children, dep­
uty district attorneys and 26 sher­
iffs department staff members in­
volved in the case.

While the initial hearing was in 
progress, however, the children 
made continuing and more detailed 
charges, including descriptions of 
satanic rituals and child sacrifice. 
The sheriffs department responded 
in July by establishing a special task 
force consisting of eight full-time 
investigators.

The task force spent four months 
working solely on the Planter Street 
case, sending deputies as far afield 
as Texas. No new evidence was 
produced and no new charges were 
filed, but the case remains open.

Sheriffs Lt. Bill Stonnich, who 
headed the task force, said the unit 
was created because the allegations 
were continuing and because strong 
medical evidence convinced the de­
partment “that some of the victims 
had in fact been abused.”

“We’ve spent literally thousands 

of man-hours on the case,” Ston­
nich said.

In nearby Whittier local police 
assembled a similar but smaller task 
force to investigate allegations by 
two young children, a brother and 
sister, of repeated abuse while they 
were attending Broad Oaks School, 
a child-care center run by Whittier 
College.

The little girl, then three years 
old, first complained of molestation 
by a classmate. But during 12 weeks 
of therapy at Whittier’s Intercom­
munity Child Guidance Center, she 
eventually described extensive rit­
ual abuse, with much photograph­
ing, exotic paraphernalia and child 
sacrifice.

According to Whittier Police 
Capt. Richard Shelters, four inves­
tigators interviewed 64 families with 
children who had attended the 
school. “We came up with no indi­
cation of any criminal activity, no 
statements to support the allega­
tions,” he said.

Shelters added that he was not 
convinced of the significance of a 
medical examination performed on 
one of the two children that showed 
“excessive relaxation of the rectal 
sphincter consistent with rectal 
penetration.”

Shelters’conclusion differed from 
that of Dr. Daniel Higgins, the 
child-abuse expert who conducted 
the exam. His findings were not 
conclusive, he said, but were suffi­
cient to warrant police attention.
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“Many of the findings in cases 
[now being prosecuted] around the 
city are ‘soft’ findings like this,” he 
commented in an interview. “The 
child has a good story and the find­
ings were consistent with that 
story.”

Also in 1984, police in Covina, 
Calif., received a call from a doctor 
reporting an unusual rash on the 
buttocks of a boy who attended the 
preschool run by Covina First Bap­
tist Church. Over the next six 
months parents of children from 
four families charged that their 
children had been molested while 
attending the school and had de­
scribed strange rituals involving 
chants, magic and the sacrifice of 
small animals.

City police conducted a broad 
investigation, including administra­
tion of polygraph tests to most of 
the teachers and staff at the school. 
No evidence was turned up and the 
case was closed. “This was top 
priority — we checked every lead,” 
said Covina Police Chief John 
Lentz.

Last April, three of the families 
filed suit against the school and also 
charged the police with doing an 
inadequate investigation. In press­
ing their case, the parents relied 
heavily on medical exams conducted 
by Escondido pediatrician Mary 
Spencer, who found extensive rec­
tal scars that she called “very strong 
evidence.”

“I hated to see this case thrown 

out, because I think it is a good 
one,”said Spencer, who has handled 
more than 400 such cases. “I think 
the department was remiss” in dis­
missing it, she said.

Other medical experts say they 
are convinced of the truth of the 
strange allegations made by chil­
dren around the country.

“The reason kids talk about ritu­
als and chanting and wearing robes 
and killing babies is because it hap­
pened,” insists Michael Durfee, a 
child psychiatrist and medical co­
ordinator for the county Depart­
ment of Health Services’ child­
abuse prevention program.

“I don’t want to believe that peo­
ple are doing these things to chil­
dren, but the stories are too pat­
terned, too consistent, not to be 
true.”

Durfee said young children sim­
ply don’t have the capacity to fabri­
cate the kinds of detailed stories 
that are now being investigated.

“Kids that age will come up with 
some wonderfully fanciful kinds of 
stories if you ask them to. But when 
you have a kid who says, ‘The man 
took the rabbit and cut the head 
off,’ and you say, ‘Wasn’t it the 
ears?’ and the kid says, ‘No, it was 
the head,’ then I flat out believe 
him.”

For some researchers in the field 
of child abuse, the question is not 
whether ritualistic abuse takes place 
but for how long.

“I wouldn’t discount the chil­
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dren’s stories because I have worked 
with adults who have talked about 
being involved in this kind of activ­
ity when they were young,” said 
Trula de la Calle, a Santa Ana psy­
chologist who specializes in cases of 
multiple personalities. “It wouldn’t 
surprise me if this sort of thing has 
been going on for centuries.”

Donald Schafer, a psychiatrist 
on the clinical staff at the University 
of California Irvine Medical School, 
said incidents of satanic or ritualis­
tic abuse have emerged as a primary 
factor in cases of multiple personal­
ities. Schafer said the child victims 
block out the trauma of ritual abuse 
as they grow up, consequently devel­
oping split personalities as adults.

As for the current cases, Schafer 
said it was unlikely that the children 
are fabricating their stories of abuse. 
“Kids do not tend to make up things 
like this. Teenagers may, to get 
back at a teacher or something like 
that, but when kids are 10 and 
under, they generally do not.

“And when they are filling in 
detail they couldn’t get anywhere 
else, I do believe it.”

♦ * *

BUT GETTING a jury to believe 
is another matter.

“I knew right from the get-go that 
we didn’t have a case we could take 
to criminal conviction,” Covina 
Police Sgt. Dave Miles said of the 
Covina Baptist Church case.

“These kids are too young to 
stand up as credible witnesses in 

court. And the variety of stories and 
conflicts within them rendered the 
case unfileable.”

Similarly, Whittier Judge Hof­
stetter said credibility was a key fac­
tor in her decision to dismiss the 
Planter Street case. “When the story 
starts to change, you have to decide: 
Is the child telling the truth now or 
was he before? It’s not easy to say.

“It’s probably true that the 
younger the child, the less likely he 
is to tell an intentional falsehood. 
But that doesn4 necessarily mean 
the story is more accurate.”

Hofstetter added that the fact 
that children make outlandish accu­
sations does not in itself compel 
belief. “If children have the Old 
Testament read to them on their 
mother’s knee, then they’ll know 
about baby killings and things like 
that.”

The poor court record of the 
satanic cases comes as no surprise 
to Lee Coleman, a Berkeley psychi­
atrist retained as an expert witness 
by the McMartin defense team. To 
Coleman the cases fall apart be­
cause they are fantasies in the first 
place, fantasies instilled by the 
health professionals who interview 
the children at the first inkling of 
sexual abuse.

“I haven’t seen a single case yet 
where the fantasy wasn’t first stimu­
lated by an adult,” said Coleman, 
who has consulted on trials as far 
away as Florida.

In videotapes of the children’s 
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interviews with therapists, Coleman 
said it is apparent that the children 
are being “manipulated and indoc­
trinated” into wild stories of abuse.

The bizarre nature of the stories 
is proof that they did not take place, 
Coleman said. “While you can 
manipulate the child, you can’t con­
trol his fantasy, so you come up 
with some of the most wild things 
imaginable.”

Coleman also discounted the 
medical evidence turned up in phys­
ical exams of children. In both 
instances, he said, overzealous 
adults are using the children to 
exercise their own desire to play the 
role of saviors.

“It feeds on itself. Everybody 
would like to protect children. 
There’s a strong temptation to come 
to the rescue.”

Even those who are convinced 
the children are telling the truth 
concede that Coleman has a point. 
“The problem with a case like this is 
that the child’s natural reaction is to 
deny everything,” said Roland Sum­
mit, a psychiatrist who specializes 
in child abuse.

“In order to get the story of what 
happened, you have to tease it out. 
You have to make the child feel safe 
and supported. What we need is a 
rational forum that isn’t dominated 
by justice-system imperatives,” 
Summit said.

“Justice-system imperatives” like 
the Bill of Rights?

But what about the courts? They 

have proved sufficient, to some de­
gree at least, in whatever perplexing 
conflicts we have been able to get 
ourselves into until now.

In these cases of alleged satanic 
ritual, however, the courts have had 
to deal with almost overwhelming 
problems. The McMartin proceed­
ing even without the introduction 
of satanic aspects is the single most 
expensive case in state judicial 
history.

Moreover, the prosecution in the 
case, despite succeeding in obtain­
ing indictments against seven de­
fendants, decided on its own to 
drop charges against five. And 
dozens of children, whom the pro­
cess was designed to vindicate, were 
ultimately pulled from the case by 
their parents due to the damaging 
psychological effect of the trial 
itself. Other courts elsewhere had 
the same disappointing results.

At least part of this breakdown is 
explained by the nature of the con­
flict. For each of the six individuals 
involved — children, parents, in­
vestigators, medical professionals, 
attorneys and even judges — these 
cases are invariably the most trou­
bling, the weirdest, they have ever 
had to face.

For the families, once the chil­
dren utter their terrible stories, their 
normal workaday existence is gone.

The children’s behavior changes 
radically. They are hyperactive, 
frequently begin masturbating and 
playing with their feces and become 
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subject to unpredictable fits and 
tantrums. The parents face days 
filled with anxiety, with frustrating 
phone calls to police and attorneys 
and therapists, with paranoid fears 
for their children’s safety.

Some are overwhelmed. They 
withdraw, they make plans to leave 
town; like their children, they lose 
faith in the humanity around them. 
Others, like Vicki Meyers, become 
obsessed.

• • *

ONE OF THE Planter Street 
parents, Meyers is on the phone 
from morning until midaftemoon, 

talking with a network of parents, 
investigators, experts and cops that 
reaches from Washington to Man­
hattan Beach, Calif.

Then she is gone, wheeling 
through the South Bay, meeting 
with investigators and other sleuth/ 
parents, chasing down leads. She 
says she’s been assaulted twice. Eas­
ier to confirm is the time she was 
arrested, at 3:00 A.M. outside a top­
less bar in a sleazy part of Whittier, 
in the process of trying to purchase 
pornographic pictures to see if they 
included shots of her own children.

Meyers is savvy, she is reckless 
and she is full of verve in her pur­
suit. “When I first found out, I was 
livid with anger. I never disbelieved 
it, because it was my three-year-old 
— he was two at the time and they 
just don’t make this kind of stuff up.

“He was afraid to go to bed and I 
asked him why. He said, ‘Because of 

the spiders.’ I said, ‘C’mon, there 
are no spiders under there,’ and he 
said, ‘Oh yes there are, the man 
down the street told me there are.’ I 
said, ‘What man?’ And he said, ‘The 
man who ties me up and puts me in 
the closet.’ ”

She laughed and went on talking 
about the sheriffs investigation, 
which she said had been botched. I 
couldn’t help remarking at her non­
chalance.

“I’m kind of running on anger,” 
she answered. “You can’t get emo­
tional about it — you can’t even 
think about it. Anger is what’s sav­
ing me. I know that if I let myself get 
scared, I won4 be able to keep it 
up.”

Meyers is at one extreme but 
there are dozens like her — parents 
new to the field and longtime inves­
tigators — all seeking some tiny bit 
of physical evidence that would 
bear out what the children have 
been telling them. And yet, not a 
single photograph, not a single wit­
ness has been produced.

I need an alternative to the 
charged emotions of the parents or 
the carefully crafted positions of the 
attorneys and the child experts. So I 
filed a couple of simple questions 
with the sheriffs Information Bu­
reau. How could all these children 
be making up these same fantastic 
tales? On the other hand, how could 
all this alleged criminal activity take 
place undetected?

A week of silence, then a phone 
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call. “I wish you could give me an 
answer to that,” said Capt. Jerry 
Minnis, chief of the sheriffs Juve­
nile Operations divison. Minnis re­
ferred the question to Tom Kerfoot, 
a deputy assigned to a special detail 
researching links between crime and 
the occult.

After declining to discuss any 
specific cases, Kerfoot said, “I’m 
firmly convinced that it’s going on 
— that children are being utilized in 
satanic rituals. I don’t think that it’s 
an epidemic but I think that it’s 
there.”

* * *

SANDI GALLANT, an officer 
with the Intelligence Division of 
the San Francisco police, is consid­

ered by many the leading law- 
enforcement expert on satanic child 

abuse. Gallant recently compiled a 
list of questions that neatly sum up 
the current status of the satanic 
abuse riddle.

• Are these cases totally separate 
or are they connected in some way?

• Why have no victims’ bodies 
been found?

• Why are children’s stories, from 
different parts of the country, basi­
cally the same?

• Why are these cases surfacing 
in 1984 and *85, when they never 
have before?

• If this is part of some psycho­
logical phenomenon surrounding 
sexual child abuse, why were these 
stories never heard before?

Nowhere in the country are Gal­
lant’s questions more urgent than in 
Los Angeles County.

TWO-HEADED. SIX-LEGGED SURPRISE

IN SEPTEMBER 1986, Paul
Weintraub, co-owner of Mar­

tins Aquarium in Jenkintown, 
Pa., found himself face to face 
with a two-headed, six-legged 
turtle.

Weintraub told Associated 
Press he spotted the two-inch 
long reptile, a baby Red-Eared 
Slider, while inventorying a 
shipment of thousands of tur­
tles airlifted from a Tennessee 
hatchery. His store supplies re­
search centers, he said. 

“I was just counting the tur­
tles,” Weintraub said. “You 
kind of develop an eye for any­
thing odd. The heads both 
work. It has an extra pair of 
legs between the others and 
they work. We don’t know 
whether it’s male or female or 
both.”

The turtle, named for red­
dish markings around its head, 
is endangered in its native 
South but is raised in hatch­
eries.
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MIRACLE ALONG THE GANGES 
By Hugo I. Wiener

ALL MY LIFE I have hoped 
that I might witness a miracle.

I have observed Oral Roberts in 
operation. I have visited shrines 
such as Lourdes and Fatima but the 
miracles always seemed to happen 
just before I got there or after I had 
departed.

When I actually witnessed a mir­
acle, I was totally unprepared for it. 
It just didn’t happen under the con­
ditions I had always expected a 
miracle would happen. At the time I 
was a monk in a religious order in 
India. I’m still not exactly certain 
what took place.

When I visited the Burning Ghats 
in Benares on October 21, 1968, I 
noticed an old woman who was the 
obvious center of attraction among 
her group. Those congregated 
around her appeared to be her near­

relatives and she was easily the el­
dest of them all.

She seemed to resent the atten­
tion she was getting, apparently 
preferring to remain in the back­
ground like most Hindu women.

The woman was plainly near the 
end of her days. Under her eyes 
were deep, dark circles. Her fore­
head was deeply furrowed with the

Hugo I. Wiener
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Hugo Wiener’s pilgrimage to Benares, 
India, resulted in fulfillment of lifelong 
hope: to see a miracle.

marks of advanced age. She moved 
slowly, apparently suffering from 
crippling arthritis. Soon she would 
be immersed in the Ganges in a rit­
ual that would probably be the final 
act of her earthly life.

The younger men in the group 
urged the hesitant woman down the 
steps toward the muddy waters. She 
was not eager to enter the water and 
two of the men had to coax her even 
to touch it. At the last moment she 
seemed to surrender without resis­
tance and waded out into the deeper 
water. Then suddenly one of the 
young men immersed her com­
pletely.

At least a minute passed and I felt 
an almost overpowering urge to 
jump in and rescue the poor woman. 
Another long moment passed and 
still no woman or any visible sign of 

life. Were the men drowning her as 
an act of mercy?

Then the woman shot up out of 
that muddy water with a great lusty 
shout. Unassisted, she walked erect­
ly and briskly up the ghat steps.

While only moments before she 
had seemed on the certain threshold 
of eternity, now she was smiling 
radiantly and talking animatedly 
with her relatives.

There was no longer even a trace 
of those deep circles under her eyes. 
She had not the slightest wrinkle of 
any kind. She looked now, in fact, 
like a very young woman. As her 
beautiful face glistened from the 
sacred waters of the Ganges, her 
kinspeople wept, gave thanks and 
expressed their joy.

I, a stranger from another culture 
half a world away, secretly shared 
in their rejoicing that day. Her great 
faith had literally rejuvenated her 
body. Just witnessing the incident 
strengthened my faith too.

I was taught a lesson I needed to 
learn: that the Lord alone chooses 
the time and the place where He will 
make Himself known. He belongs 
to all of his children everywhere. 
—Cabazon, Calif.

PSYCHIC UMBILICAL CORD 
By Fay Kaplowitz 

HAVE YOU ever had a sudden 
“nervous feeling” sweep over 

you, tighten your chest, race your 
heart, leave you gasping for breath?

While sitting in class at Dowling
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College in Oakdale, L.I., N.Y., I 
was suddenly overwhelmed with 
such a “nervous feeling.” My chest 
tightened; I could hardly breathe. I 
whispered to my friend, “I must go 
home, something is happening. I 
can feel it.”

In five years of college attend­
ance, I had never before left in the 
middle of a lecture. Now, this “ner­
vous feeling” was telling me that I 
must go home immediately. While I 
was driving home as quickly as I 
could, my imagination was racing 
as fast as the car. Who was in trou­
ble? My daugher Marilyn? My son 
Gary? My husband? My aged 
mother?

As I drove into the garage I heard 
the phone ringing. Rushing into the 
darkened house, I grabbed the 
phone and heard the pained voice 
of my son. “Mom, can you come to 
get me? The hospital just discharged 
me.”

My son Gary, a student at New 
York University in 1970, had trip­
ped on Lexington Avenue in New 
York City and tom the ligaments in 
his leg. He had been put in a cast. If 
I had not rushed home from my 
class, no one would have been there 
to answer my son’s call for help.

As a college graduation present 
in 1971, Gary was enjoying a trip to 
Europe. One afternoon I suddenly 
experienced excruciating pain in 
my ear. It wasn’t a constant pain 
but came in sudden bursts. My ear 
had not been troubling me and 

there was no logical explanation for 
the attack. I noted the time was 1:00 
P.M. That night I had a transatlan­
tic call from a frantic son. “Mom, I 
have an ear infection,” Gary said, 
“and I want to have it treated at 
home.”

My thoughts flew to my 1:00 
P.M. attack. “Gary, what was hap­
pening at 1:00 o’clock?” I asked. 
“My ear was killing me.”

Well, Gary had been on a plane 
flying from Copenhagen to En­
gland and every time the plane hit 
an air pocket he had groaned and 
grabbed his ear—and so had I.

One morning I stood at the front 
door seeing my seven-year-old 
daughter Marilyn off to school. As 
she gaily waved from the school bus 
I had that sudden “nervous feeling.” 
I should shower and dress, I 
thought, so I’ll be ready to leave 
when the school nurse phones. I 
knew Marilyn had gym at 9:00 
A.M. and my pounding heart was 
telling me to be ready at that hour.

I was dressed and having coffee 
when the phone rang at 9:05. It was 
the school nurse with the news that 
Marilyn had fallen and fainted in 
gym. “Could you please come as 
quickly as possible?” she asked.

Without thinking, I answered, 
“I’ll be right there. I was waiting for 
your call.” Not until I heard a gasp 
at the other end of the line did I 
realize what I had said.

It is my theory that there are two 
umbilical cords connecting a mother 
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and her child. The doctor severs the 
physical cord but only a mother can 
sever the psychic one.—Deer Park, 
N.Y.

THE WALL
By Helen Blide

ONE EVENING in March 1986 
I had a dream about the attic of 
my stone house in Chester, N.J. 

Although unaware of the circum­
stances that led me there, I saw 
myself staring at the rear stone wall. 
Soon I found a trap door, which I 
had never noticed before, in the 
wooden floor.

Helen Blide

After climbing down a long drop 
ladder, I grimly entered a dark pas­
sage. My breathing became shallow 
as I smelled the fresh earth scent 
that permeated the air. Light fil­
tered through a crack in the wall 
showing me a mound of dirt and 
rocks. When I spotted three pairs of 
boy’s sneakers almost buried in the 
mound, I fell to my knees and cried.

Warning of wall collapse saved lives.

Three days later, on March 27, 
my 11-year-old son Danny and his 
friends Michael Giampino and 
Jonaton Crane were playing out­
side near a 100-year-old retaining 
wall by my home. As I glanced out 
the window, I happened to notice 
the sneakers they were wearing: the 
same ones I had seen in my dream! 
As that dream flashed before my 
eyes, I burst out the door and 
screamed for them to run away 
from the wall. They reacted quickly.

Minutes later, as I watched in 
horror, the entire eight-foot-high 
structure collapsed sending down 
10 tons of rocks and dirt onto the 
ground below. The largest boulder 
had fallen onto the exact location 
where the boys had been playing.

My dream had warned me about 
the danger the boys were facing. If I 
had not ordered them away from 
the wall, they would certainly have 
been buried beneath tons of fallen 
rocks. — Chester, N.J.
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HOME FROM THE SEA
By John Butler

ONE SUNNY afternoon in June 
1953, while the narrow streets 
of this old mining town were lined 

with throngs of noisy children on 
their way home from school, I 
knocked at the door of 11 Shaw 
Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire. 
It was a weekly call I made to collect 
the old widow lady’s insurance 
cover for her funeral. Our arrange­
ment was that if she was out she 
would leave the door unlocked and 
the money on the sideboard.

When there was no response to 
my knock, I lifted the old-fashioned 
lock and walked in. A bright coal 
fire burned in the old black range.

I collected the premium, signed 
the book and turned to go out again 
when my attention was suddenly 
drawn to a figure sitting in an old 
wooden Windsor armchair by the 
fire.

A young man in a sailor’s uni­
form was staring fixedly into the 
flickering flames of the fire. He 
made no sign that he was aware of 
my presence.

Not wishing to intrude on his pri­
vacy, I would have left without 
further ado. But at that moment 1 
caught a glimpse of his face in the 
sunlight. 1 recognized him imme-

John Butler
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diately as the same young man 
whose large framed photograph 
stood so proudly on the gleaming 
redwood chest of drawers.

There was no denying it was the 
same. The prominent teeth, froglike 
eyes and black calf lick of hair made 
it instantly recognizable.

The next time I saw the old lady, 
Mrs. Robertshaw, I asked her if her 
son — I knew she had only one — 
had returned to his ship. As I spoke, 
I gestured toward the photograph.

She was upset and wanted to 
know how I knew he had been in the 
navy. 1 knew something was wrong 
the way she emphasized had. Then 
tearfully she told me he had been 
blown up and lost in The Prince of 
Wales off Singapore in 1942. — 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, En­
gland.

I AM WITH YOU
By Janet E. Neuman

FOR ABOUT 18 months I 
thought I had arthritis. My 
doctor had taken a spinal X ray and 

told me 1 had arthritic spurs. After 
months of back pain and further 
examination, the “spurs” proved to 
be malignant tumors. After surgery 
the lymphoma was found to be 
widespread and in the third stage 
(there are four stages). In 1973, 
when this happened, there was no 
cure or treatment for lymphoma.

About six weeks later I read in 
the Miami Herald about work Dr. 
Addington Whitney was doing with 

a drug called B.C.C. at the Univer­
sity of Illinois. I traced him by 
phone and went to Chicago, where I 
learned he was working on surface 
tumors and could not help me. But 
he told me about his friend Dr. 
George Blumenshein who was work­
ing with chemotherapy and the 
Laminar Air Flow Unit at the Uni­
versity of Texas’ M. D. Anderson 
Tumor Institute.

Dr. Blumenshein said he could 
make no promises but if I became 
an experimental subject, I would be 
helping my children and grand­
children. I felt I had nothing to lose.

I spent a total of five months at 
the institute and 64 days in the Air 
Flow Unit. The treatments were so 
painful that they were often nearly 
unbearable.

One night five weeks into my stay 
in the A.F.U. the pain was espe­
cially intense. I had never run a high 
fever and this alarmed the staff. I 
was begging the Lord to end it all 
when I felt someone take my hand.

I was sure I was about to die — 
because when I looked to the side of 
my bed I saw my dear friend Joseph 
Taylor who had passed away years 
before.

I had not thought of him all 
through my illness. But he said, “I 
tried to tell you the fever would go 
away. I was with you. This is just 
another crisis in your life. You will 
have a complete recovery and amaze 
the doctors. It is not your time to 
come over and when it is I will be
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here to help you.”
I knew he was really there and I 

knew I would recover. I did. I have 
enjoyed 14 years of good health. 
And I know that when my time 
comes I will see my dear friend 
again. — Pompano Beach. Fla.

SANTA’S FAREWELL
By Lynne Carboni

MY STEPFATHER Roy 
Brown died on September 23, 
1961, from complications following 

surgery. Lack of funds prevented 
my husband Dom and me from 
attending the funeral in Salt Lake 
City, over 2000 miles away. I was 
especially saddened that Roy had 
never even seen our son James Noel 
who would soon celebrate his third 
birthday.

A jolly, heavy man, my stepfather 
had played Santa Claus to hundreds 
of children since the days when I 
was a child myself. And he’d seemed 
to feel a special affinity for Noel, 
taking delight in his having been 
bom on Christmas. In cards and 
letters he had always referred to 
James Noel as “Jiminy Christmas!” 
and looked forward to a time when 
he would take the boy fishing.

A few days after Roy’s death my 
husband and 1 were watching tele­
vision while Noel pedaled his tri­
cycle from the living room into the 
front hall and back again. Our out­
going little boy had never held 
imaginary conversations or talked 
to himself, so we were surprised to 

hear his cheerful “Hi!” I turned in 
his direction and saw he was 
stopped in the entry and gazing 
upward, toward our old home’s ele­
gant staircase. Then he resumed his 
pedaling into the living room.

“Who were you talking to?” I 
asked.

“The man sitting on the steps,” he 
replied.

A chill ran through my body for 
we three were alone in the house, 
but I managed to sound noncha­
lant, “Oh? What did he look like?”

“Just a nice man with glasses,” he 
said offhandedly. Dom gave me a 
knowing glance as I sat silently 
wondering, Could it have been 
Roy?

Sometime later we got out the 
photo album and paged through it. 
The three of us were looking at it 
with Noel seated between Dom and 
me. Noel was giggling at his baby 
pictures, pointing out and talking 
about the uncles, aunts and cousins 
he knew by name. Near the back of 
the album was a smiling photo­
graph of Roy with my mother 
Elenor.

Without hesitation, our small son 
pointed to it, announcing, “Hey, 
that’s the man I saw on the steps!”— 
Punta Gorda, Fla.

DON’T USE!
By Marie Wyatt

I AM A sound sleeper and seldom 
dream. That is why, when the 

image of my dead father appeared 
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to me in a dream it made such a 
strong impression on me.

In the dream my father Albert 
Hinderer, who died October 9, 
1963, stood beside my bed. Looking 
down at me he said, “Marie, don’t 
you ever use that percolator again.” 
Then he disappeared.

It was such a strange dream; yet it 
had seemed so real.

The next day when I started to 
make my coffee I remembered what 
Father had said and I used a glass 
drip coffee maker instead. I simply 
couldn’t bring myself to use the per­
colator after Father’s telling me not 
to, ever again.

Months later I read a notice in 
our daily newspaper, The Elyria 
Chronicle-Telegram, which said, 

“Do you have a... brand percola­
tor that you purchased between 
years... ? If you do, send the model 
number to the company at the 
address shown. It may be danger­
ous, so please wait for our reply.”

I sent the model number to the 
company and when I received the 
reply my hair almost stood on end. 
In large letters it said, “WARN­
ING! YOUR PERCOLATOR 
CAN BE DANGEROUS TO USE. 
PLEASE STOP USING IT!”

The letter went on to explain that 
the band holding the handle could 
separate from the coffee pot, al­
though it might not appear to be 
loose, and if it was full of hot coffee 
someone might be seriously burned. 
— Elyria, Ohio.

UCLA STUDENT FINDS NEW INCAN CITY

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL dis­
covery in Peru may prove to 
have major significance in fleshing 

out the history of the Incas. An 
official announcement from the 
Peruvian government in the fall of 
1986 credited Reynaldo Chohfi, a 
graduate student at the University 
of California-Los Angeles, with 
making the discovery while flying 
over the Andes. Chohfi, however, 
told Associated Press he discov­
ered the ruins a year ago while 
studying 30-year-old aerial photo­
graphs of the region.

The ruins are the remains of a 
large settlement a few miles from 

the most celebrated of all Inca 
ruins, Machu Picchu, which Chohfi 
has been studying since 1978 be­
cause of his interest in structures 
that maximize the usage of the 
earth’s natural resources such as 
solar energy.

Chohfi, a Brazilian who has lived 
in the United States for 10 years, 
was joined in the discovery by his 
friend Octavio Fernandez, an 
archaeologist with Peru’s National 
Cultural Institute. Most'authori­
ties agree that the discovery is sig­
nificant but its full importance will 
not be known until the site can be 
excavated.



THE RING-IN-THEFISH STORY
An unlikely event may occur once or twice — but what 

are we to think when it happens over and over again, everywhere?
By Michael Goss

WHILE SWIMMING in Oslo 
Fjord one day in 1976, Thekla 
Aanen lost her gold ring with a 

diamond setting. Three years later 
her grandson went fishing at or 
around that same broad patch of 
water and came home with a 10- 
pound cod. When Mrs. Aanen 
cleaned it for supper, she found her 
gold ring inside the fish.

If that story sounds familiar, it 
could be because you read it in 
Harold Helfer’s “Strange to Say” 
column in the August 1982 issue of 
Fate. In the July 1985 issue Helfer 
related the story of Regnuhild An­
derson’s finding her gold earring in­
side a cod one week after she had 
bidden it farewell forever as it slid 
beneath the waters of a Norwegian 
lake. In yet another issue (March 
1985) he told how Ricky Shipman 
of Rock Hill, S.C., had his driver’s 
license returned 11 years after he 
had lost it out of the wallet he 
had stashed in his trunks while he 
was bathing; an angler discovered it 
in the belly of a newly-caught 
mackerel.

Or perhaps Thekla Aanen’s good 

fortune reminded you of an account 
culled by Michael T. Shoemaker 
from the Alexandria [Va.] Gazette 
of July 12, 1904 — and revived in 
September 1986 Fate — relating 
the experience of a Mine Hill, N.J., 
woman, Mrs. John Biddle, who on 
the first fishing trip of her life 
landed a 12-pound pickerel which 
contained the watch and jewelry 
stolen from her home three years 
before.

But Fate has no monopoly on 
these Fish & Ring stories. They are 
international travelers and, if one 
can judge from the number that 
find their way into the papers, the 
press is fond of them. An incident in 
one country can be read about 
thousands of miles away in another 
— which explains how Britons got 
to hear how Texas farmer Paul 
Watson lost his gold wristwatch 
when fishing and how three days 
later his 13-year-old son Jack 
hooked the fish that had swallowed 
it.

Brief, punchy and uncomplicated, 
such reports have instant reader 
appeal, which in turn makes them 
perfect page-fillers. Only a misan­
thrope — or a folklorist — would 

53
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complain about their repetitious 
nature or challenge their authen­
ticity.

Of course it is the frequent repeti­
tions of unlikely but similar stories 
that tell the folklorist that the game 
is afoot. Even if there were just one 
Fish & Ring tale, the chain of coin­
cidence is stretched a good deal. 
The plethora of these fishy recovery 
tales takes it to somewhere near the 
breaking point. So it seems safer to 
assume they belong to folklore (and 
fiction) than to the world of “hard” 
news.

Or is that so safe an assumption? 
It may just be that the combination 
of events, however hard to credit at 
first glance, occurs more frequently 
than our fixed view of probabilities 
allows. “There can be little doubt 
that this tale of the ‘Fish and Ring’ 
is true,” wrote the Rev. C. W. King 
in the 19th Century. “Fish... greed­
ily swallow any glittering object 
dropped into the sea and within my 
own recollection, one when opened 
was found to contain a wedding 
ring.” It is certainly true that fish 
stomachs have been found to house 
the most unlikely objects.

Consider, for example, artifacts 
discovered inside sharks. We may 
have to dismiss the hoary tale of the 
22-foot French specimen said to 
have contained “the headless body 
of a man encased in complete 
armor.” But there is less reason to 
dispute all the handbags, car license 
plates, shoes, knives and assorted 

other objects attributed to others. I 
can believe in the “whole firkin of 
butter, not a hoop broke,” from a 
16-footer hooked off Antigua in 
1750 and perhaps the report con­
cerning “the entire contents of a 
lady’s workbasket, down to the 
scissors,” testified to by one Victo­
rian naturalist.

The “shark arm murder” case of 
1935, perhaps the most intriguing 
homicide in Australian history, 
began when a newly-acquired ex­
hibit at Coogee Aquarium in New 
South Wales alerted police to a par­
ticularly grisly killing when it vom­
ited forth a tattooed human mem­
ber. That the Crown failed to get a 
conviction despite this and other 
evidence was scarcely the fault of 
the shark. As one reads all this, it’s 
easy to think that a shark whose 
stomach would preserve a human 
arm could as easily preserve a ring 
on the hand attached to one end of 
that arm.

Similarly, pike (known in some 
parts of Britain as “freshwater 
sharks”) have yielded enough ob­
jects to make owners of lost jewelry 
reach for their rods. The Newcastle 
Chronicle of December 19, 1764, 
recorded the “great astonishment” 
of a cook who found inside a 28- 
pounder from the River Ouse a 
watch subsequently traced by mak­
er’s inscription to a man drowned 
six weeks earlier. If that seems 
believable enough, the same cannot 
be said of a tale concerning a 
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Ukrainian woman whose gold 
watch somehow got into the River 
Dneiper as she helped her husbartd 
set up his fishing gear. Minutes 
later, when the husband made his 
first catch of the day, a pike, the fish 
was found to contain the missing 
watch, and it was keeping correct 
time!

Most Fish & Ring stories involve 
the cod, which wildlife authorities 
tell us is a confirmed swallower of 
indigestible objects. The cod’s repu­
tation for indiscriminate gobbling 
was enhanced when one was laid 
open in a Cambridge market on 
Midsummer Eve 1626, to reveal a 
slimy, battered but still readable 
volume bound in parchment: an 
event which the thoughtful couldn't 
fail to see as a warning to their irre­
ligious times.

Unlike 17th-Century moralists, 
we aren’t likely to anticipate divine 
warnings from fish whose bellies 
contain literature, however uplift­
ing the contents. But such reports 
do testify to the gustatory prowess 
of cod. In a 1765 account we read 
that a ring found inside a cod had 
been there so long that the inscrip­
tion had worn off and consequently 
the owner could not be traced.

Of course it is always more satis­
factory when we read that the lost 
ring was traced back to the person 
who lost it, as in the case of a mono­
grammed signet ring dredged from 
the entrails of a cod by a Trinity 
Bay, Newfoundland, fisherman in 

the latter 19th Century. The “P.B.” 
monogram was sufficient to per­
suade relatives that the ring be­
longed to Pauline Burnham, who 
had lost it — and her life — when 
the steamship Anglo-Saxon went 
down. The cod’s captor got a 
reward.

* * *

SO WE CAN credit that cod and 
other fish do indeed swallow 
rings and other things which some­

times find their way back to their 
rightful owners. This ought not to 
impose too great a burden on our 
sense of what is and isn4 possible, 
even if it may not seem particularly 
probable. The thing evidently has 
happened more than once. But 
when it comes to stories in which 
the fish is caught by the loser of the 
ring (or whatever) — days, weeks, 
months, years later — the statistics 
of improbability soar. There is 
something vaguely uncanny about 
it all.

As an illustration we have the tes­
timony of a Rothesay, Scotland, 
sloop skipper who allegedly lost his 
keys over the side while in Loch 
Broom. The keys happened to be 
attached to a piece of parchment 
carrying his name and address. Six 
weeks later, off Raasay, which lies 
about 100 miles southwest of Loch 
Broom, he hooked a large cod which 
immediately vomited out a penknife 
marked (and therefore identifiable) 
by the initials of another skipper. It 
also threw up the Rothesay skipper’s 
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lost keys and name tag.
The Greenock Advertiser's treat­

ment of this story is a classic exam­
ple either of 19th-Century British 
understatement or of a tongue 
pressed firmly into a journalistic 
cheek. It was, the newspaper said, 
“a remarkable circumstance that 
this fish, in its migratory course, 
should arrive at the same spot where 
the sloop was, sacrificing its life, 
and with its last breath discharging 
an act of honesty that would have 
honored a higher grade or species of 
animals.”

Stories of this sort dare you to 
take them seriously. For many the 
challenge is too great; they elect to 
regard Fish & Ring tales as pure 
folklore. At most they may concede 
the thing could have occurred once 
or twice but no more, since that 
would turn the law of probability 
on its head. At the same time Fort- 
eans may find the sheer improbabil­
ity of the yarn, with its deliberate, 
outrageous defiance of statistical 
likelihood, a clue to its genuine­
ness, yet another teasing ploy of 
some cosmic joker who turns folk­
lore into reality just to shake us up a 
bit.

Things get even worse when we 
discover it isn’t only fish that oper­
ate a sort of “Lost and Found” 
agency for human valuables. There 
are stories featuring chickens and 
(still more numerous) of cows with 
a taste for jewelry. Examples from 
Somerset and Ireland deal with the 

now-standard loss of rings, both 
duly recovered from bovine recesses 
in the usual way. Slightly less con­
ventional is the report of a watch 
discovered, still running, beside 
fresh cow dung some years after it 
had been ingested — presumably 
kept wound by the animal’s rhyth­
mic breathing and stomach move­
ments, a veterinarian theorized. It 
had lost four hours, but I guess you 
can’t have everything.

* * *
66 TT WOULD appear true,” 

.LCharles Edward mused in 
1855, thinking of the Newcastle 
man who dropped his ring over a 
bridge and into the River Tyne dur­
ing the mid-17th Century, only to 
have his wife extract it from a fish 
she had purchased in the market. 
“It was merely an occurrence possi­
ble, but extremely unlikely to have 
occurred,” Edward thought.

This seems to me inadequate. 
Taken in their entirety, these epi­
sodes present a sliding scale of 
improbabilities. If you know or 
suspect as possible that your ring 
has gone down the throat of a cow, 
there is an average chance that one 
day you may just get it back. The 
only doubt is how long you should 
wait before contacting the butcher 
or how much cow dung you will 
have to rake over. But if you drop 
your ring into the sea, lake or river, 
where is the guarantee that it will be 
snapped up by a passing cod, mack­
erel or pike? And supposing it is 



THE RING-IN-THE-FISH STORY 57

snapped up, what are the odds 
against your catching that particu­
lar cod, mackerel or pike and get­
ting back your lost ring?

Had my career depended on 
mathematical ability, I would have 
starved years ago. That is my excuse 
for declining to calculate the odds 
against the likelihood that a ring 
lost by a given person at a certain 
time and in a particular place will be 
swallowed by an individual fish 
from a piscine population of many 
thousands. It likewise excuses me 
from tackling the yet more mind- 
bending odds against that fish’s 
being caught hours or years later 
with the item still in its system and, 
moreover, by someone connected 
with the ring-loser — let alone the 
ring-loser in person.

Folklorists would no doubt reas­
sure me that mathematical ap­
proaches to the Fish & Ring would 
be gross misapplications of intelli­
gence. You don’t bring mathemati­
cal subtleties to bear on a legend, 
which is exactly what folklorists 
believe the Fish & Ring to be.

Calling a story “folklore” or 
“legend” is often just another way 
of saying that it is anecdotal, that it 
repeats a well-known narrative 
theme and that it is respectably 
ancient. The Fish & Ring certainly 
fits into all three categories.

It was already old when Herodo­
tus recorded it in Egypt, whose 
King Amasis reputedly had advised 
the Samos tyrant Polycrates — who 

contemporary opinion felt was 
blessed with luck too good to hold 
out — that he should forestall mis­
fortune by voluntarily parting with 
some cherished treasure. Polycrates 
chose his valuable emerald signet 
ring set in gold and inscribed with 
symbolic figures of a lyre, a bull’s 
head and a dolphin. Into the sea it 
went; next week, courtesy of a huge 
fish presented to the ruler by a 
fisherman, back it came. Polycrates 
interpreted this as a token of divine 
approval. The less sanguine Amasis 
read it as proof that you can’t save a 
person from his individual fate and 
dissolved their bond of friendship, 
thus excusing himself from the duty 
of grieving when that fate got 
around to dealing with Polycrates.

Another sort of folklore — or, 
rather, a literary type which fre­
quently resorts to homely folk 
themes to convey serious matters — 
is hagiography. The lives of the 
saints are rich in miracles involving 
the recovery of keys, rings and the 
like from assorted fishes, but per­
haps that might have been expected, 
when one recalls that Jesus in­
structed Peter to raise money de­
manded by the Capernaum tribute­
gatherers: “Go thou to the sea and 
cast an hook, and take up the fish 
that first cometh up; and when thou 
hast opened his mouth, thou shalt 
find a piece of money: take that and 
give unto them for me and thee” 
(Matthew 17:27).

At the start of a pilgrimage to 
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Rome, St. Egwin shackled his feet 
in symbolic subjection and hurled 
the key into the River Avon. Sailing 
to Italy, he was startled to see a fish 
leap up on deck. I need not tell you 
what it contained. The saint took 
this to mean that God did not 
require him to wear shackles and he 
proceeded to Rome without them. 
In the Sixth Century, we are told, 
St. Cadoc was sadly reflecting that 
his much-loved but pagan Virgil 
was languishing in Satan’s grasp 
when the wind carried his copy of 
the poet’s works into the sea. Cad­
oc’s grief was assuaged the next day 
when a fisherman brought him a 
fine salmon — containing guess 
what.

Like Egwin, St. Maurilius owed 
the resolution of his self-doubts to a 
fish, albeit with some angelic help. 
This bishop of Angers held himself 
responsible for a child’s dying un­
baptized and, resigning his charge 
of souls, sailed for England. Pon­
dering in mid-Channel how he should 
return the church keys, he was dis­
tressed when the Devil — as 
opposed to an ordinary gust of 
wind — knocked them into the 
waves. The bishop vowed never to 
return to Angers until the keys were 
recovered, which must have seemed 
to him like permanent exile.

But seven years later a party of 
monks delegated by Maurilius’ 
flock to find and return him to 
Angers were also crossing the 
Channel when a fish flopped onto 

the deck of their ship, the church 
keys (conveniently labeled) in its 
maw. Further aided by the angelic 
vision, they located Maurilius, then 
a gardener in England, and per­
suaded him to come home. The 
angel also had some comforting 
words for the saint: “Maurilius, 
return to your people and in reward 
for your virtues God will restoie to 
life the infant that died seven years 
ago unbaptized.” Next to this, the 
Fish & Ring component of the tale 
seems a minor sort of miracle.

Unlike Maurilius, who lost his 
church keys due to a satanically- 
engineered accident, St. Benno, 
bishop of Meissen, jettisoned his set 
deliberately. Throwing them into 
the Elbe was a good way of prevent­
ing the excommunicated Henry IV 
from entering the cathedral and 
very likely Benno knew he could 
rely on a fisherman’s retrieving them 
from the belly of a fish (which is 
precisely what happened).

But the boy who disposed of the 
keys to Norham Church in the 
Tweed River created problems for 
parishioners. Vespers could not be 
said and soon St. Cuthbert appeared 
to a monk in a dream and wanted to 
know why (though 1 wonder why 
one capable of appearing in other 
people’s dreams should lack super­
natural sources which could have 
told him all he needed to know). On 
hearing the reason, the saint told 
the monk to buy the first haul of 
fish taken from the river. In this 



THE RING-IN-THE-FISH STORY 59

haul, as it turned out, was a large 
salmon with the lost keys inside it.

Salmon, a royal fish more glam­
orous than the lowly cod, figure in 
several Fish & Ring stories. A ring­
bearing salmon graces Glasgow's 
coat of arms, the motif being asso­
ciated in popular lore with an ad­
venture from the life of Kentigern, 
patron saint of that Scottish city. In 
the Sixth Century the Queen of 
Cadzow incautiously gave a ring 
from her husband to another noble­
man who may or may not have been 
her lover. The King, taking the 
more critical of the two views, in a 
fit of jealous rage stole the ring, 
threw it into the Clyde and de­
manded that his wife produce it on 
pain of death.

Only a saint could extricate the 
lady from that sort of dilemma and 
Kentigern was the man for the job. 
In some versions he orders a monk 
to go fishing and demands the first 
fruits of that enterprise; in others he 
lands the salmon himself. Anyway, 
the conclusion is the same: the ring 
is recovered, scandal averted, lives 
saved — and, just as important 
from a moral viewpoint, the Queen 
is repentant.

* * *

FOR MANY Victorian folklor­
ists the classic example of the 
Fish & Ring — and of “The Impos­

sible Task” — was a ballad known 
as “The Cruel Knight, or The For­
tunate Farmer’s Daughter.” The 
villain of the title is passing the door 

of a poor farmer when he hears the 
cries of a woman in labor. “Being 
well-learned in the planets and 
signs,” he deduces that the child 
coming into the world is destined to 
be his wife. Less than pleased at the 
prospect of an alliance with a com­
moner, he elects “to alter the for­
tune he found was decreed” by 
doing away with the girl.

After two unsuccessful attempts 
to kill her — by this time the girl has 
reached marriageable age and is 
beautiful — he takes her to the 
coast and casts his signet ring into 
the sea, commanding her never to 
look on his face until she can give it 
back to him. The disconsolate dam­
sel becomes a cook in a nobleman's 
house. Then:

As she for dinner was dressing 
one day

And opened the head of a cod, 
they say

She found such a ring....
And viewing it very well, she 

found it to be
The very same the knight dropped 

into the sea.

Confronted by this evidence, the 
knight flies into her arms and they 
are wed. End of story.

The only thing I find more in­
credible than the Fortunate Farm­
er’s Daughter's being in the right 
place at the right time to recover the 
ring is that she would still want to 
marry the knight after the things he 
had done to her.
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Next year — next week — the 
Fortunate Lady could be somebody 
quite different. She could be a 
woman from Oslo, a Texas rancher, 
a Northumbrian trawler-skipper. 
The Fish & Ring has not dated 
much; the newspapers continue to 
assure us it really happens. But does 
it?

The credibility of an often-told 
story, as folklorists know and many 
paranormalists agree, isn’t neces­
sarily improved by multiple repeti­
tion. Charles Fort, who usually was 
reluctant to concur with the opin­
ions of “something-or-otherolo- 
gists,” summed up his position in 
Wild Talents (1932): “But it is not 
that 1 take numerous repetitions as 
a standard for admission,” he wrote 
of his material. “The fellow who 
found the pearl in the oyster stew 
—the old fiddle that turned out to 
be a Stradivarius — the ring that 
was lost in a lake, and then was 
found when a fish was caught —. 
But these often repeated yarns are 
conventional yarns. And almost all 
liars are conventionalists.”

Still, can we be absolutely certain 
these conventional yarns are not 
true — sometimes? “There is a fic­
tional coloration to everybody’s 
account of an ‘actual occurrence’ 
and there is at least a lurk some­
where of what is called the ‘actual’ 
in everybody’s yarn,” Fort went on. 
“There is the hyphenated state of 
truth-fiction. Out of dozens of re­
ported pearls in stews, most likely 

there have been instances; most 
likely once upon a time an old fiddle 
did turn out to be a Stradivarius 
and it could be that once upon a 
time somebody did get a ring back 
fishwise.”

So we have a choice of what to 
believe. Perhaps the Fish & Ring 
incidents truly happened, more or 
less as told. Their inner meaning 
and significance — whether they 
represent the workings of amazing 
coincidence, miracles of divine inter­
vention or demonstrations of what 
Fort called “the interconnectedness 
of things” — depends upon per­
sonal interpretation. Or perhaps 
they are a kind of slightly-improved 
fact. True stories of rings discov­
ered in fish and laboriously traced 
to their owners could have been 
given narrative gloss (or added 
excitement) by the narrators’ em­
phasis that the lucky angler was 
none other than the owner of the 
lost ring.

True, half-true or downright fic­
titious, the Fish & Ring is universal 
property and it seems safe to guess 
that early religious writers felt at 
liberty to introduce it for exemplary 
purposes into their biographies of 
the great and good. It is not, of 
course, a uniquely Christian story. 
It is as much at home in the Tal­
mud, where the fish-stinking demon 
Asmodeus throws Solomon’s signet 
ring into the sea (and is thwarted 
when Solomon removes it from the 
belly of a fish). Hindus had the 
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myth of Sakuntali who lost her ring 
while bathing and got it back, as 
Fort would have it, “fishwise.” 
There are doubtless many more 
such tales in other religious tra­
ditions.

The earliest versions of these sto­
ries all illustrate the same principle: 
the strange operations of divine, 
benign Providence and the immu­
tability of fate — a message relevant 
to Christian and non-Christian 
cultures alike. One prose version of 
“The Cruel Knight” ends with a sen­
timent that would have been en­
dorsed by Polycrates and Amasis 
both: “You see, fate was too strong 
for him after all.”

But by the 18th Century refer­
ences to God and fate have been 
dropped. The story, as the Gree­
nock Advertiser put it, bècomes 
merely “remarkable.” In medieval 
times the Shark Arm affair would 
have been heralded as a divine reve­
lation of the “murder-will-out” 
pattern. Today it is only a luckily- 
provided forensic clue.

Secularization may have in­
fluenced later narrators’ choice of 
lost/found items. In early stories 
these were almost exclusively reli­
gious in character. St. Francis Xa­
vier, for instance, lost a crucifix 
which was returned next day by a 
large crab scuttling from the sea 
and holding it “devoutly and in 
upright direction.” In time, how­
ever, the token object became less 
spiritual. The ring, formerly sym­

bolizing the saints’ wedding to the 
Church, becomes just a valuable 
piece of jewelry; the lost keys belong 
not to a church door but to a Roth­
esay sailor. Gold watches are purely 
secular symbols of status. Other 
lost objects — money, pipes, dri­
vers’ licenses, false teeth — have no 
higher value at all.

The older accounts hint through 
their symbolism at allegorical mean­
ings. Few would now agree, though, 
with maritime folklorist Fletcher S. 
Bassett that they are solar myths, 
the wintry sea bringing forth the 
“bright ring” of the sun; solar inter­
pretations of folklore long ago 
passed out of favor.

For hagiographers and other writ­
ers up to, say, 1700, the Ring is 
patently a token of convenant: a 
precious object lost (or even sacri­
ficed), surrendered to the will of 
God or fate. The “marriage” of 
Venice to the sea was solemnized 
each year by a gold ring dropped 
into the Adriatic. It is not hard to 
see why the story that when the 
doge found his “pledge” returned 
inside the head of a fish set before 
him at supper, he took it as a fore­
shadowing of the republic’s down­
fall.

The sacrificial token is accepted 
and unexpectedly returned (thus 
indicating God’s mercy and bounty 
on those who held office on his 
behalf, which the ring symbolizes) 
by way of another sacrifice: the life 
of a fish, historically symbolic of 
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Christ. This is underlined in the St. 
Egwin and St. Mauritius tales in 
which the fish is not actually caught 
but, in an act of supreme self- 
abnegation, throws itself onto the 
deck of a ship. Restoration of the 
ring shows that God or fate ap­
proves the actions of the ring-loser 
and often reconciles any doubts 
that person may have had about his 
spiritual fitness to serve the Lord.

Take, for instance, Arnulphus 
who when embracing Christian 
poverty threw his ring into the 
deepest part of the Moselle, declar­
ing, “When I shall receive back this 
ring... then will I trust confidently 
that I am loosed from the bonds of 
all my sins.” Later, as Bishop of 
Metz, he found his ring in a fish 
“and wondered not so much at the 
strange mine that had brought forth 
the metal, as that, by the Divine 
propitiation, he had obtained the 
forgiveness of his sins.” Elsewhere, 
as in the stories of Saints Benno, 
Maurilius and Cuthbert, the return 
of the ring is accompanied by the 
restoration of religious order, a sign 
that reveals the mysterious and 

unfathomable power of God.
Perhaps today we no longer need 

to disguise the stories by pretending 
they are improving and morally 
refreshing. The Fish & Ring may 
not strike us as an example of amaz­
ing grace, but it is still amazing, 
sufficiently so for us to go on enjoy­
ing it. If modern cow and chicken 
anecdotes are simply secular varia­
tions on the Incredible Recovery 
theme with no obvious religious 
message, their entertainment value 
isn’t diminished. Let’s not forget 
that whatever the Fish & Ring may 
have meant, or whatever it was 
meant to mean, the thing that 
grabbed the audience wasn’t its 
moral, exemplary or religious mes­
sage. The selling point was that it is 
а good story. It’s simple, it’s incred­
ible, it makes us want to believe it.

We don’t need to worry too long 
or too hard about whether or not 
these things happen and whether we 
should be taking them seriously. If 
someone has gone to the trouble of 
telling us for the umpteenth time 
that fish swallow rings, the least we 
can do is swallow the story.

DOG SHOOTS MAN

NEAR Fowlerville, Mich., in November 1985, a hunting dog shot his 
master. Thomas McClain, aged 27, was wounded in the right 
shoulder by a blast from a 12-gauge shotgun triggered by his retriever.

The dog retrieved a bird McClain had shot and when the hunter took 
the bird from the dog’s mouth he held it in the air. The dog, still excited, 
leaped upward and his paw hit the gun’s trigger.



By Helen Solem

EXPECT a miracle, they say, 
and one will occur.

Being half Irish, I am able to 
believe in miracles. But the other 
half of me, the half that I got from 
down-to-earth, practical German 
forebears, doubts and questions and 
thinks, ah, perhaps it would have 
happened anyway. But would it?

Not always. From my own life I 
can give one example for which I 
am convinced no rational explana­
tion is possible. It was a miracle.

In November 1972 my son Vance, 
just 17 years old, was arrested for 
possession of one roach of mari­
juana. He was working night shift 
at the Birds Eye Cannery in Hills­
boro, Oreg., and went out to our car 
to eat his lunch. As he sat there in 
the car munching his sandwich, 
suddenly a bright spotlight hit him 
in the face. Two policemen yanked 
him out of the car, searched him, 
then went through the interior until 
they found what they were looking 
for. Vance was taken off to Wash­
ington County Jail and charged 
with what was then a felony.

Th Scent o()Rmm
No earthly power could help my son.
Then I turned to an unearthly power....

We had no extra money. More­
over, I could not believe that this 
was a serious enough charge to war­
rant our going into debt to get an 
attorney. So we let the court 
appoint someone to represent him. 
Too late we discovered that the 
attorney’s only interest was in col­
lecting his fee. Vance was sentenced 
to one year in jail.

My first visit to the jail was 
frightening. Vance seemed to me to 
be about to explode. He wasn’t eat­
ing. He was extremely tense. Every 
muscle in his face was taut. His eyes 
were wild. He couldn’t sit still. 
Unless something happened to calm 
him down, I was afraid for his very 
life. There was no comforting him. 
All my words seemed hollow and 
useless.

From the jail I went to church, 
St. Matthew’s Catholic Church, and 
knelt down in one of the back pews. 
I simply, directly told God I did not 
know what to do but I was very, 
very worried about a 17-year-old 1 
knew He loved just as much as I did. 
I grew calmer myself as I gave my 
worries to someone far more able to 
deal with them than I.
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Then I noticed a leaflet in the 
pew. I picked it up and saw it was a 
novena to St. Therese, the Little 
Flower of Jesus, who promised to 
spend her life in heaven sending a 
shower of roses back to people in 
trouble on earth.

When you feel desperate enough, 
you’ll grasp at any straw. That was 
my situation. I had never read the 
life of St. Therese but 1 was willing 
to try anything and so I began the 
five-day novena, which consisted of 
just a few prayers each day, hardly 
any effort at all. My objective, nat­
urally, was somehow to get Vance 
out of jail.

• * *

THREE DAYS after Vance’s 
jailing I was driving to work by 
myself. Although it was an early 

February morning with frost on the 
fields, I smelled the scent of fresh, 
fragrant roses! I could hardly be­
lieve it. This was St. Therese’s 
promise: that if she could help, you 
would receive some sign in the form 
of a rose. Either a rose would be 
given to you or the scent of roses 
would come.

I was elated. I could have wept 
with joy. My heart was singing. I 
went through the entire day loving 
everybody and laughing and talk­
ing happily. Even though there had 
been no phone call from Vance tell­
ing me he was home, I believed he 
would be there.

So when I returned to the apart­
ment and found it just as empty as 

when I’d left it, I was shattered. I sat 
down and rethought the whole day. 
I knew I didn’t imagine the scent of 
roses. It had been very strong. In 
fact it lingered in the car right now. 
But I cannot tell you how horribly 
disappointed I felt.

As I sat there, I decided, well, 
maybe not today but tomorrow. 
After ail, this is only the third day. I 
must not give up. There were two 
more days to go.

Then the phone rang. It was 
landscaper Thijs deHaan whose 
books I prepared in my spare time. 
He wondered if he could bring over 
his payroll tax reports because it 
was time to do them again. I said 
sure.

After he had given me his work, I 
suddenly got an idea. Maybe he 
needed help and would give Vance a 
job. So I asked. When I told him 
Vance was in jail but he could go 
out to work if someone was willing 
to bring him back each evening, his 
face fell and it was plain he didn’t 
relish the thought. He cleared his 
throat and I thought, oh, he’s going 
to say no. But he didn’t. He said, 
“Well, maybe something could be 
arranged. What’s he in there for?”

I told him. I could tell by his 
expression that he disapproved. I 
hastily continued, “I suppose prob­
ably he’s tried marijuana, like most 
teenagers, but I’m quite sure he 
doesn’t spend his money on pot. 
This whole thing is a big mistake.”

He looked skeptically at me as if
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to say I didn’t know what my son 
would or wouldn’t do. But then he 
grinned. “Well, we’ll give it a shot,” 
he said. “I know how it would feel if 
it were my son in this fix. I’ll stop by 
there right now and see what I have 
to do.”

And that was how St. Therese 
helped. Vance spent nine months in 
jail, nights and weekends, because 
during the day he was a weed­
puller. He grew strong and healthy 
out in the fresh air, working every 

day. And he grew calm enough to 
take an interest in his cellmates, 
learn about their lives and begin to 
feel he should count his own bless­
ings.

I told him about St. Therese and 
the scent of roses. But not having 
smelled the roses himself, he had a 
hard time believing that a miracle 
had occurred.

To this day, however, he likes the 
idea of invisible helpers — and he’s 
grateful for the landscaping job.

CHINA FROWNS ON SUPERSTITION
“more and more youths have beenIN A summer 1986 issue, the

Guangming Daily, the Commu­
nist Party’s official newspaper for 
intellectuals, reported on the spread 
of Buddhism and superstitious 
practices among young people in 
southern China and the phenom­
enon is blamed on growing private 
business and the influence of Hong 
Kong.

“Walking through the streets of 
Canton, you can see that business 
in incense and candles, paper 
money, fortune-telling wheels and 
other superstitious articles is thriv­
ing,” the paper said. (Buddhists 
burn “paper money,” also called 
“ghost money,” as a means of pay­
ing entities on the other side for 
their cooperation and to aid spirits 
in meeting their expenses.) “In re­
cent years,” the report continues, 

burning incense and practicing 
Buddhism.”

At one recent religious festival, 
the newspaper said, “oceans of 
people” waited in line to burn 
incense, make money offerings and 
redeem their vows to the gods at a 
Canton temple. “Among the wor­
shippers, old men and women 
accounted for only about one- 
third, while fashionably made-up 
young people, especially women, 
accounted for three-fifths.”

Although the report spoke of the 
religious activities in negative 
terms, it did not urge a ban or 
crackdown. It appeared to be part 
of a broader effort by Chinese 
authorities to discourage the 
growth of superstitious practices 
and populist religious activities.



Built by Cistercian monks between A.D. 1147 and circa 1170, Rufford 
existed as an Abbey until 1536 when Henry VIII dissolved monastic orders.

The apparition moved down the great staircase about a
foot above the treads, then vanished through a long-gone doorway.

By Ian Paxton More
Photographs courtesy Nottinghamshire County Council

TROOPER Zoyland* peered at 
his watch: 4:30 A.M. Another 
15 minutes and he could start his 

final round of the great old build­
ing. Then his spell of guard duty 
would be over and with luck he 
could get an hour's sleep in the 
guardroom before reveille.
’The names used throughout this story are pseud­
onyms. The real names are on file in FATE’s 
editorial offices.

Despite the steady drizzle of rain 
outside it was a warm night and the 
air in the old building felt heavy and 
oppressive. He looked forward to 
shedding his battle dress and web­
bing. Still, he couldn't complain; he 
might have been on sentry duty out 
in the rain instead of on internal 
security and fire-watch in the 
Abbey. He sighed and allowed his 
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mind to lapse into a comfortable 
state of near-vacuum, occasionally 
enriched by thoughts of beer or, 
better still, good Somerset cider.

Rufford Abbey, some 20 miles 
north of the ancient city of Not­
tingham, was not an abbey now, of 
course, although before 1537 it had 
been. It was said that the monks 
had their sleeping quarters off the 
Long Gallery at the head of the 
great staircase. Some time after the 
Reformation the old Abbey build­
ings had been converted into a great 
rambling mansion.

If the old monks were around 
now, in the spring of 1942, they 
would find their dormitory occu­

pied by the officers of a British tank 
regiment and the great park, where 
no doubt they once strolled in medi­
tation, dotted with Nissen huts, and 
the monastic stillness disturbed by 
the rumble of tank engines.

Trooper Zoyland peered at his 
watch again in the light of a single 
blue light bulb — 4:35 A.M. Cu­
rious how slowly time passes when 
one wants it to go quickly. The sen­
try shivered slightly. Odd, he 
thought; a few moments ago he had 
been looking forward to taking off 
his jacket. Now suddenly he would 
have been glad to have his great­
coat.

Then he saw it....

Bereft of the fine furniture pictured herein 1920, rooms off the Long Gallery 
(where Zoyland saw the ghost) provided officers’ living quarters.
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IN A SMALL room farther down 
the Long Gallery, Adjutant 
Adams was sleeping peacefully 

when suddenly he was rudely awak­
ened. Someone was clutching 
wildly at his bedclothes. He dragged 
his sleep-numbed mind into reluc­
tant wakefulness, grabbed his torch 
and shone it on his assailant.

It was not, to his relief, an invad­
ing German soldier clawing at him 
but Trooper Zoyland. Not the 
placid, rather bovine Trooper Zoy­
land whom he knew well but an 
incoherent Trooper Zoyland, eyes 
bulging with fright, who pointed 
distractedly toward the door while 
uttering animal sounds of terror.

The Adjutant, now fully awake, 
got out of bed and went out into the 
Long Gallery. All seemed quiet. 
Peering over the massive banister 
he could make out the glow of the 
guardroom light off the Great Hall.

“Guard Commander!” Adams 
called. He heard a chair pushed 
back and a moment later the Ser­
geant emerged, buckling his belt.

“What the devil’s going on?” 
called the Adjutant.

“I’ve heard nothing down here, 
sir,” replied the Sergeant. “Trooper 
Zoyland is on watch inside the 
building and he has reported 
nothing amiss.”

“Trooper Zoyland is either drunk 
or crazy,” said the Adjutant irrita­
bly. “Lock him in the Detention 
Room and I will deal with him in 
the morning.” 

Adjutant Adams was seldom in a 
good humor at breakfast and his 
mood looked blacker that morning. 
He helped himself to coffee and sat 
down next to me. I was a lieutenant 
in the tank regiment.

“Trooper Zoyland is in your 
Troop, isn’t he?” he asked.

“Yes. Good chap, Zoyland,” I 
replied.

“Well!” Adams snorted. “He’s 
coming up on a charge before the 
Colonel this morning. Drunk on 
duty!”

“That’s not like Zoyland,” I said. 
“I’d better go and see him.”

After breakfast I went along to 
the guardroom where the Sergeant 
unlocked the door and admitted me 
to the Detention Room. Trooper 
Zoyland was sitting on the floor 
with his back to the wall and his 
face was absolutely green — green 
with fright. He was clearly in a very 
distressed state. I spent more than 
an hour with him and slowly, with 
much prompting, elicited from him 
an account of the previous night.

At about 4:30 A. M., he said, he 
had been in the Long Gallery near 
the head of the Great Staircase 
when suddenly, despite the warm 
damp night, he felt very cold. He 
had then seen, quite distinctly, a 
hooded figure in a monk’s habit 
emerge from the paneling. The fig­
ure was carrying a crucifix in hands 
clasped to its chest and from one 
little finger hung what was proba­
bly a rosary. Trooper Zoyland
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called it “a string o’ beads.” The 
figure crossed the Long Gallery and 
descended the stairs, but — and 
Trooper Zoyland was quite em­
phatic about this — it had appeared 
to walk through the air about a foot 
above the treads. Reaching the bot­
tom, the figure disappeared into the 
wall opposite the staircase.

The apparition was so entirely 
outside his comprehension that he 
was bereft of self-control. He felt he 
must report this extraordinary 
happening to someone immediately 
and had rushed blindly into the 
Adjutant’s room. Once arrived 
there, his confusion of mind was 
such that he could give no coherent 
account of what he had seen. 
Clearly he had undergone a quite 
traumatic experience but he had 
certainly not been drunk.

I left the Detention Room and 
went to see the Adjutant who was 
with Colonel Matson. When I told 
them of my talk with Zoyland, they 
agreed that the charge of drunken­
ness should be dropped and that the 
Medical Officer should be called in. 
The doctor saw Zoyland later that 
day, found him to be in a highly 
disturbed mental state and recom­
mended that he be sent on a week’s 
sick leave. Trooper Zoyland was 
given a rail pass and left for his 
home in Somerset that evening.

The ghost became something of a 
regimental joke and in the next few 
weeks a crop of alleged ghost sight­
ings sprang up among sentries hop-
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ing for a spot of sick leave — but 
they all failed to convince the Ad­
jutant.

» * *

SOME WEEKS later Colonel 
Matson had occasion to visit 
the agents in Nottingham who acted 

on behalf of the owner of Rufford 
Abbey.

“I mentioned Trooper Zoyland’s 
ghost to the agent chap,” said the 
Colonel as he stood in front of the 
fire in the mess that evening. “He 
was most intrigued and made me 
tell him the whole story. As you 
know, I was pretty skeptical at the 
time and not at all sure that Zoy­
land wasn’t putting on an act. But 
after what I learned this afternoon I 
am convinced that he really did see 
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something — quite apart from the 
fact that it is hard to believe he pos­
sesses sufficient imagination to 
think up such a story.”

“And what did the agent say to 
make you change your mind?” 
asked the Adjutant, who was 
equally convinced that Trooper 
Zoyland had invented the whole 
cock-and-bull story to relieve the 
boredom of guard duty.

“Three things, really,” replied the 
Colonel. “First, you remember that 
Zoyland said he suddenly felt cold? 
It seems that a drop in ambient 
temperature is a common phenom­
enon just before a supernatural 
event. Zoyland would not have 
known that. Second, the agent told 
me that behind the paneling in the 

Long Gallery opposite the staircase 
is an old doorway, and at the foot of 
the staircase you can still make out 
the walled-up doorway leading into 
what was once the chapel. Zoyland 
would not have known that either. 
And third — and this is what 
clinched it for me — I learned that 
in 1682 a disastrous fire destroyed 
the great staircase and much of the 
Great Hall. It was rebuilt the fol­
lowing year and a new staircase was 
put in. But for some technical archi­
tectural reason, the new staircase 
was some 14 inches lower than the 
original one, Zoyland’s monk, 
walking down the stairs about a 
foot above the treads, was in fact 
walking down the original stair­
case!”

№
PEOPLE BITING PEOPLE

THE ANIMALS who inflict the 
most people bites are dogs and 
other people, the New York City 

Department of Health announced 
in July 1986.

In its annual survey of who is 
biting whom, the Health Depart­
ment listed 9,809 dog bites in New 
York during 1985. Canines are 
clearly the runaway chomping 
champs, but second place goes to 
people, who inflicted 1,591 bites on 
their fellow human beings during 
the year. That is the number of 
bites serious enough to require 
treatment by doctors who in turn 
reported them to the city. 

Cats were third (879 bites), fol­
lowed by wild rats (311), squirrels 
(75) and hamsters (57). The list 
drops off fairly quickly after that 
with some of the less active jaws 
belonging to rabbits, snakes, ger­
bils, horses, mice, raccoons, mon­
keys, ferrets, bats, guinea pigs, 
skunks, spiders, iguanas, goats, 
muskrats, ocelots, turtles and 
assorted fish and birds.

Overall, the number of bites 
reported declined by about six per­
cent from the year before. Dog 
bites were down eight percent but 
the record showed only two fewer 
human bites.



By Guy Lyon Playfair

44 T DO NOT intend to waste any
JL more time over the hoaxes 

and fictional reports put out by 
parapsychologists.... An attitude 
of skepticism is deplored, and the 
public is led to believe that anybody 
who throws doubts on the alleged 
discoveries of the parapsychologists 
is sunk in a morass of outdated 
materialism. Little do they know 
what lies beneath the surface of the 
new occultism and the new witch- 

honorary assistant keeper at the 
British Library specializing in erotic 
literature. In addition he was an 
honorary vice-president of the 
(British) Magic Circle and the 
author or editor of 15 books. It was, 
however, psychical research to 
which he devoted the bulk of his 
time and energy, a good deal of his 
private income and the full force of 
his skeptical and outspoken per­
sonality.

“Ding,” as he liked his friends to 
call him, was something of a mys­
tery himself. His date of birth is not

ERIC DINQU/ALL,
ДДДДДДДДДДДДДДД

DEVIL’S ADVOCATE
Fascinated and exasperated by the paranormal, 

he was a pioneer in psychical research and its fiercest critic.

craft. Anyway, 1 have finished with 
it.”

When he made this declaration in 
1970, Dr. Eric John Dingwall had 
had more than six decades’ expe­
rience in the field. He was speaking 
to a select gathering of parapsy­
chologists at St. Paul de Vence 
under the auspices of the Parapsy­
chology Foundation.

Dingwall was an anthropologist 
by training but he was also an 

on record and he died in August 
1986 at what The Times of London 
could only call “the probable age of 
96. ” According to the obituary writ­
er, Dingwall never married, where­
as his friends believe that he did so 
at least twice. Dr. Alan Gauld, a 
British psychologist and historian 
of parapsychology, knew him well 
and claimed that Dingwall married 
Doris Dunn in 1918; Gauld said 
that later “he lost her in the London 
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Underground and had not seen her 
since.” Dingwall spent much of his 
later life in the company of Dr. 
Margaret Davies, who died unex­
pectedly on Christmas Eve 1976. 
She was invariably introduced to 
others as “Dr. Davies,” no other 
identification offered.

All that is known of Dingwall’s 
early days is that he was born in 
1890 (or thereabouts) in Ceylon, 
now Sri Lanka, and educated at 
Cambridge University. He became 
an assistant keeper at the university 
library where he remained for three 
years. Dingwall joined the Society 
for Psychical Research in 1920 and 
soon made a name for himself both 
as a tireless investigator (chiefly of 
physical phenomena) and as a 
relentless critic of his fellow re­
searchers. Throughout his long life 
he maintained an intense love-hate 
relationship with a subject that fas­
cinated him every bit as much as the 
majority of his colleagues infuriated 
him.

He attended his first sitting with a 
medium in 1905 and later estimated 
that he had gone to more than 2000 
seances of all kinds. One of his ear­
liest publications was entitled How 
to Go to a Medium — A Manual of 
Instruction (1927) and mediums to 
whom he went himself included 
most of the star performers of the 
1920’s and ’30’s, including Mina 
Crandon (popularly known as 
“Margery”) whose controversial 
mediumship almost destroyed the 

American Society for Psychical 
Research.*

*For a full acount see Marian L. Nester’s “The 
Margery Mediumship: 1 Was There.” April 1985

He also sat or experimented with 
such physical mediums as Etta 
Wriedt, Rudi and Willi Schneider, 
Stanislawa Tomczyk, Jan Guzik 
and Eva C. and with the great Pol­
ish clairvoyant Stefan Ossowiechi. 
He had a lifelong friendship with 
Eileen Garrett, the trance medium 
who created the Parapsychology 
Foundation.

As the research officer for the 
SPR from 1922 to 1927, he added to 
more mysteries than he solved. He 
would amaze his colleagues with 
meticulous accounts of seemingly 
undeniable paranormal phenomena 
only to announce soon afterwards 
that he had changed his mind and 
these phenomena were not so un­
deniably paranormal after all. To 
compound the mysteries he seemed 
to relish creating, as often as not he 
would then turn on the hard-line 
skeptics and denounce them as well. 
His role in his first major investiga­
tion, which focused on Mina Cran­
don in Boston, was typical of this 
change-about attitude.

He found her, in his words, “an 
ideal subject for investigation,” 
warmly praising her “remarkable 
incipient mediumship” after one of 
his first sessions in which a table 
levitated in the light. He stated that 
he found “little, if any, direct evi-



Seldom-photographed Eric Dingwall (left) met Albert von Schrenk-Notz- 
ing in 1920’s (Mary Evans/Harry Price Collection, University of London).

dence” that she was cheating. Later 
he witnessed what he called “the 
most beautiful case of teleplasmic 
telekinesis with which I am ac­
quainted” under control conditions 
he regarded as “irreproachable.”

Within months, though, Dingwall 
completely changed his mind about 
the mediumship and decided that 
Margery and her husband could 
have been deceiving him after all. 
As Brian Inglis suggests in his dis­
cussion of the controversy in Sci­
ence and Parascience (1984), this 

abrupt about-face was probably 
triggered by a warning from Prof. 
William McDougall, the most emi­
nent parapsychologist of his day, 
that Dingwall would risk being 
accused of collusion if he pro­
nounced the phenomena genuine. 
McDougall’s words apparently 
made a lasting impression on the 
young researcher. Never again 
would Dingwall commit himself in 
print to any uncompromisingly 
positive statement concerning the 
ostensibly paranormal.
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WITH THE PASSING of Eric Dingwall last year, a great tradition in 
psychical research comes to a close. Dr. Dingwall was the last 
surviving link between the psychical investigators of the post­
World War I years and the experimental parapsychologists of 
today.

I met Dingwall in 1972 when we both attended a private confer­
ence sponsored by the New York-based Parapsychology Founda­
tion. We got along from the start. He loved to reminisce and drop 
names but rarely met anyone well enough versed in the field's 
history to appreciate it. As we talked, I soon learned an important 
fact about Dingwall: he was the ultimate devil's advocate. If you 
believed that a psychic of the past was genuine, he would rip your 
views apart. But if you criticized even the most outlandish fraud, 
Dingwall would vehemently support the case. This was his little 
game and I found it exasperating until I caught on to what he was 
doing.

As our friendship progressed, Dingwall described the few inci­
dents from his early career that he considered ‘'suggestive” of the 
paranormal. He told me, for example, that he was impressed by 
George Valiantine, the famous direct-voice and trumpet medium 
from the United States. This controversial psychic sometimes pro­
duced voices in broad daylight; they emanated from a speaking 
trumpet he placed on his knee or merely held. Dingwall attended 
one of these sittings in the 1920’s in the home of the British writer 
and cynic Dennis Bradley and he was impressed by the voice and 
by what it said. Dingwall wouldn’t tell me what the voice said but 
assured me that the message was evidential if he had heard it 
correctly. Dingwall always gave himself that sort of out!

He also told me that he had been impressed by Eva C., the 
French materialization medium who sat for the Society for Psychi­
cal Research in 1920. He wouldn't endorse the SPR’s negative 
verdict on the case and still considered it puzzling. (Dingwall was 
brought into this investigation especially because of his back­
ground in mediumistic fraud and stage magic.)

Did Dingwall believe in the existence of psychic phenomena or 
did he not? I never knew his position for sure. While it is true that he 
often condemned the field and its proponents and several times 
officially “retired" from the scene, he never lost his interest in the 
paranormal. When I visited the SPR's library on my second trip to 
England in 1984,1 scanned several of the society's recent acquisi­
tions. Dingwall already had read every one of them. — D. Scoff 
Rogo.

Nor, on the other hand, would he 
swear full allegiance to the opposi­
tion. For example, when Houdini, 

for whom the unmasking of psychic 
fraud became an obsession, attacked 
Margery’s mediumship in public, 
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Dingwall had the courage and fair­
ness of mind to stand up for his 
principles. He later recalled that 
Houdini “was so unfair that at one 
of his meetings I rose from the 
audience to denounce him in pub­
lic. He never forgave me but I had 
to tell him bluntly that science and 
showmanship did not go together 
and he had better stick to the latter, 
at which he was a past master.”

STILL, Dingwall’s disillusion­
ment with other parapsycholo­
gists was to become total. “After 60 

years’ experience and personal ac­
quaintance with most of the leading 
parapsychologists of that period,” 
he wrote in 1970, “I do not think 1 
could name half a dozen whom I 
could call objective students who 
honestly wished to discover the 
truth.” To him, either they were 
obsessed with fitting their observa­
tions to their preconceived dogmas 
or else they were held in the grip of 
occult superstition.

Dingwall had no time for occult 
or even religious beliefs of any kind. 
He even left strict instructions that 
no form of religious service was to 
be held at his cremation. So it was 
that he left this world. His body was 
placed in the cheapest of wooden 
coffins and after a brief and bleak 
gathering in the flowerless chapel at 
Hastings Crematorium, it was re­
duced to ashes. The warmest note at 
the ceremony was struck by a for­
mer neighbor who remarked on 

how kind Dingwall always had been 
to him and his children. They had 
especially enjoyed his fund of 
spooky ghost stories.

Despite his crotchety behavior, 
many parapsychologists likewise 
enjoyed his company. And they 
enjoyed gently teasing him in pub­
lic. At the Parapsychology Founda­
tion’s 1972 London conference—at 
which Dingwall was conspicuously 
present — Sir Alister Hardy re­
marked on the regularity of 
Dingwall's retirement from the field 
— and equally regular return to it! 
The late Arthur Koestler wondered 
out loud, at a later conference in 
Amsterdam, if Dingwall were the 
devil’s advocate or the devil him­
self. Much amused, Dingwall re­
plied that “the latter must surely be 
true!”

The psychiatrist Emilio Servadio 
(perhaps Italy’s most celebrated and 
revered parapsychologist) probably 
touched a nerve when he described 
his old friend as “a disappointed 
man,” one who seemed to have no 
doubts about “his positivist philos­
ophy, his hard-boiled rationalism 
and his ‘two-and-two-make-four’ 
viewpoint.”Then Servadio went on 
to say, “Now, this is exactly what 
has been put under scrutiny and 
largely disproved in modern think­
ing and looked at as something 
which could indeed take us into a 
blind alley.”

He stopped short of declaring 
that in Dingwall’s case it had.
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Dingwall was no devil, nor 
had he finished with parapsy­
chology despite his further an­

nouncement in 1972 that he was 
leaving the field for good. Three 
years after his “retirement” an un­
known writer contacted him asking 
for information on the Brazilian 
medium Carmine Mirabelli, of 
whom Dingwall had written some 
40 years previously. During his life­
time Mirabelli was considered the 
greatest practicing physical me­
dium. Even the great German biolo­
gist-philosopher Hans Driesch 
crossed the ocean to witness his 
performance.

Within a few days back came a 
long letter expressing great pleasure 
that the physical phenomena of 
Brazil were to be presented in a 
book. Dingwall supplied the writer 
with numerous references to both 
the English and Portuguese-lan- 
guage literatures. Although in his 
80's, Dingwall was clearly recalling 
with fondness the old days of field 
research. He concluded his letter, 
“Do let me know more details, as if 
you see me one day on your door­
step it won’t be a materialized 
figure!”

1 was the unknown writer and 
this was the first of more than 70 
letters I was to receive from Ding­
wall over the following 12 years. 
When 1 returned to England in 
1975, 1 had the first of many tele­
phone conversations with him. 
Some of them lasted up to two 

hours. And it was on his doorstep, 
not mine, that we first met. It was 
an unforgettable day.

He was remarkably fit physically 
for a man of his age and his mind 
was as sharp and lively as ever. We 
talked nonstop for eight hours as he 
led me around his lovely country 
house near Crowhurst, where his 
library of several thousand volumes 
filled every space. We ate a deli­
cious lunch prepared by Margaret, 
an intelligent and charming woman 
whose mind was as shrewd as 
Dingwall’s, and later talked further 
as we tramped among the bluebells 
in the private forest that surrounded 
the huge garden.

Dingwall wanted to know every­
thing I had learned about psychic 
phenomena in Brazil. 1 felt he really 
wanted to take the next flight there, 
to see for himself if all I had re­
ported in my book The Flying Cow 
(published in the United States as 
The Unknown Power) could possi­
bly be true. He had seen an advance 
copy and although he gave me a 
long and merciless criticism of it, he 
seemed to approve of my general 
attitude toward paranormal mat­
ters. Mine could not have been less 
similar to his but to my surprise, he 
was most critical of the few pas­
sages in which I had expressed some 
skepticism of my own. Was I sure? 
Could 1 support that? Was I not 
aware of so-and-so’s work? And he 
would snatch another card from his 
huge reference file and I made yet 
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another note to read something I 
had missed.

After his lengthy interrogation of 
me, Dingwall regaled me with gos­
sip — all of it unprintable here — 
about almost every living parapsy­
chologist. He delighted me with 
memories of past clashes with such 
legendary figures as Sir Oliver 
Lodge, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
Mrs. Sidgwick, Gustav Geley and 
Dr. Eugene Osty. These researchers, 
like all the others, fell into only two 
categories in Dingwall’s mind. They 
were either “hopelessly credulous” 
or merely “impossible.”

By the end of the day, although I 
was intellectually exhausted, I had 
made a valued friend.

* « «

DINGWALL’S contribution to 
the literature of psychical re­
search was a major one. The four- 

volume Abnormal Hypnotic Phe­
nomena: A Survey of 19th-Century 
Cases (1967-68), which he edited 
and largely wrote, is among the 
most scholarly works on any aspect 
of either hypnosis or psychical re­
search. The Haunting of Borley 
Rectory (1956), which he co­
authored with K. M. Goldney and 
Trevor Hall, is a classic of meticu­
lous debunking, while his booklet 
Ghosts and Spirits of the Ancient 
World (1930) is a unique work filled 
with historical references.

Perhaps his most enjoyable books 
were his two collections Some 
Human Oddities (1947) and Very 

Peculiar People (1950), containing 
accounts of the lives of individuals 
whom he admired for the most part 
and who genuinely baffled him — 
including the flying St. Joseph of 
Cupertino, Emanuel Sweden­
borg, D. D. Home and Eusapia Pal­
ladino. He wrote another popular 
work with his friend John Langdon- 
Davies, The Unknown — Is It 
Nearer?, an erudite, engagingly 
skeptical introduction to the field of 
psychical research. His privately- 
printed The Critic’s Dilemma 
(1966), now a collector’s item, 
focused on one of Dingwall’s spe­
cial areas of interest: the great phys­
ical mediums of Spiritualism’s early 
years.

Despite his many ferocious pub­
lic statements, Dingwall was the 
most open-minded of skeptics in 
private. He would question the 
opinions of others, just as a skeptic 
should; yet he did not object when 
his own opinions were questioned 
in return. After many a long hour of 
heated discussion and defense of 
some of my beliefs, he would 
chuckle warmly and say, “I love a 
good argument!”

He also astonished me with his 
intense interest in'the UFO phenom­
enon of which, like just about 
everything else, he knew a great 
deal. He considered it to be poten­
tially the most important field of 
anomalies and he frequently ad­
monished me for not showing more 
interest in it. Although he would 
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not divulge his sources (some of 
whom 1 understood to be connected 
with the British defense commu­
nity), he left me in no doubt that 
there was more to the subject than 
had yet been made public.

He followed the career of Uri 
Geller, the famous Israeli psychic 
and metal-bender, closely from its 
beginning. Although he was initially 
convinced that Geller was just a 
clever magician, 1 have reason to 
suspect that he later modified this 
view. Shortly before his death, I 
tried to bring the two together but 
succeeded only in getting them to 
have a long telephone conversation. 
Geller was pleasantly surprised by 
Dingwall’s apparent admiration for 
him, while for his part Dingwall 
was uncharacteristically silent about 
the conversation.

While Dingwall always insisted 
that he had never witnessed any­
thing he could confidently pro­
nounce to be paranormal, he agreed 
that he had seen many things that 
he could not explain. Let me cite an 
example:

One day in 1985 while in the 
company of Geller, 1 witnessed a 
small object (an “apport”) descend­
ing from the direction of the ceiling, 
in broad daylight, under conditions 
of observation I felt to be as good as 
any researcher is likely to get. 1 tele­
phoned Dingwall later that day to 
ask if he had a “normal”(i.e., sleight 
of hand) explanation for the 
incident. To my surprise he replied 

that precisely the same thing had 
happened to him while he was alone 
in his own home. It was not the only 
unusual incident to have taken place 
following Margaret’s death. After 
describing the apport for me with 
his usual precision, he concluded on 
a typically skeptical note: “I have 
absolutely no explanation but 1 
very much doubt that it was a 
paranormal incident.”

From his description, however, it 
did not sound entirely normal to 
me. An ancient Bakelite electric 
plug had fallen from somewhere 
above his head and landed at his 
feet. He was alone in his apartment 
at the time, he said, assuring me 
that no similar electric fitting 
existed in his house. He was equally 
mystified, 1 learned later, when a 
packet of candles hopped off his 
kitchen shelf while he was washing 
dishes.

As he reenacted the incident for 
me on the spot, it did not seem pos­
sible that the package would have 
landed where he said it had by nor­
mal means. I also learned that his 
treasured antique clock, which had 
kept perfect time for years, had 
behaved erratically shortly after 
Margaret’s death. For that too he 
had no explanation.

Was Margaret trying to com­
municate with him? He certainly 
did his best to communicate with 
her, despite his public skepticism 
regarding the possibility of human 
survival. He and Margaret had 
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vowed that whoever died first would 
do everything possible to advise the 
other of continuing consciousness. 
1 duly arranged for a proxy sitting 
with the British medium Ronald 
Hearn, who produced much evi­
dence that Dingwall agreed to be 
correct, although the reading fell 
short of the 100-percent perfection 
he (unreasonably, in my opinion) 
demanded.

The episode that probably made 
the strongest impression on him in 
his last years, however, was a fairly 
typical poltergeist case described to 
him by a relative who had been 
involved in it himself. Dingwall 
would readily question testimony 
of such topics from persons like me 
but was unable to do so when it 
came from a member of his own 
family.

It is not hard to understand why 
he severed all connections with the 
Committee for the Scientific Inves­
tigation of Claims of the Paranor­
mal (CSICOP), of which he had 
been a founding member. It too was 
“impossible” and Dingwall was 

offended that it had covered up its 
replication of Michel Gauquelin’s 
“Mars effect.”*

In a letter Dingwall wrote me in 
1976, he came close to expressing 
his personal philosophy:

“We know practically nothing 
about the ‘real’ nature of the mate­
rial world in which we live. We 
knew less 500 years ago. Five 
hundred years hence we may know 
a little more, but the more we peer 
into our surroundings the more 
indefinite becomes the boundary. 
The investigation of the relation­
ship between matter and what you 
call spirit is only just beginning. 
Hardly any progress at all has been 
made since Myers laid down the 
guide rules in 1903. Indeed, things 
seem to be more mysterious now 
than they were then. So 1 think that 
the best position is not to hurry. 
The scrap heap of science is high 
with discarded theories derived 
from insufficient experimentation.”

•See Dennis Rawlins’ "sTARBABY." October 
1981 FATE.

WILD MAN OF BELFAST

IN BELFAST, Northern Ireland, his allergy to potatoes turned a pleas­
ant, likable young man into a wild man. Just two packages of potato 
chips made 21 -year-old Tony Doherty try to strangle his father with a tie. 

Judge Peter Gibson of Belfast Crown Court found in September 1986. 
Doherty admitted to the assault but the judge called the case “highly 
exceptional” and dismissed the charges filed by police.



EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION 
OF SUBATOMIC PARTICLES

How could two Theosophists, now long dead, 
identify chemical elements unknown to scientists in their day? 

Parti

Annie Besant (1847-1933) and C.M. Leadbeater (1847-1934), two early 
leaders of the Theosophical Society, after a period of intensive training 
under the tutelage of their Indian gurus, began in 1895 to collaborate on a 
series of researches to investigate systematically the structure of matter by 
"remote viewing” the microscopic world.
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By Stephen M. Phillips

MANY PEOPLE would find it 
difficult to believe a psychic’s 
claim that he can “see” things so 

small that they are invisible. And if 
the psychic’s observations prove 
accurate, the skeptics can then crit­
icize the experimental protocols 
designed to prevent cheating. If

these cannot be faulted, they can 
resort to accusing the experimenter 
of lying about his results. Indeed, 
disbelievers can ask: How can dem­
onstrations of ESP ever be judged 
objectively if one always has to 
assume, without proof, that the 
researcher did not fabricate his own 
evidence? For this reason the skep­
tic can conclude that even highly 

Spike DUMB-BEL'.

Tetrahedron cube Octaheoron

Bars Star

Fig 1. The Theosophists classified "micro-psi atoms" 
according to these seven shapes. Elements with similarly 
shaped MPAs have similar chemical properties.
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evidential accounts of paranormal 
phenomena remain inconclusive.

What if the psychic claimed, how­
ever, to see objects so microscopic 
that science at the time neither 
knew about them nor possessed the 
technological capability to study 
them? Suppose science later veri­
fied too many of the psychic’s obser­
vations to make it plausible to con­
clude that his success was due only 
to chance? Whether the experimen­
tal conditions were rigorously con— 

trolled or whether the researcher 
himself was honest would no longer 
matter because cheating would have 
been impossible. To acquire knowl­
edge paranormally that is con­
firmed by science only many years 
later is possibly the most convinc­
ing type of extrasensory perception; 
such circumstances permit the skep­
tic no room for doubt or alternative 
explanations.

According to Hindu tradition, 
the power to see things so small as

Figures from 
Occult Chemistry 

(third edition) 
by Annie Besant and 

C. W. Lead beater

Fig. 2. In the psychics' 
representation of hy­
drogen MPA, the (+) 
and (-) heart-shaped 
particles are, respec­
tively, positive and neg­
ative “ultimate physi­
cal atoms" (UPAs).



Fig. 3. Besant and Leadbeater believed that “positive” and “negative” UPAs 
were the ultimate constituents of matter. They appeared to be 10 convo­
luted, closed, spiral curves or "whorls,” winding clockwise in the positive 
and counterclockwise in the negative.

to be invisible is one of the “sid- 
dhis,” or psychic powers, that can 
be gained through yoga meditation. 
The great Indian scholar Patanjali 
(circa 150 B.C.) says in his book 
Yogasutras that a yogi can acquire 
“knowledge of the small, the hidden 
or the distant by directing the light 
of a superphysical faculty.”1 In 
parapsychological terms this psi 
faculty is “remote viewing” of the 
microscopic world. I have given it 
the self-explanatory name “micro­
psi.”2 It has received little study in 
the West, although interesting ex­
ploratory investigations3 were con­
ducted between 1957 and 1959 with 
Geoffrey Hodson, the Theosophi­
cal writer and clairvoyant. Also, 
Puthoff, Targ and Tart reported a 
successful remote-viewing study,4 
involving a psychic who was asked 

to describe millimeter-sized micro­
dot images from a distance of about 
an eighth of a mile. Although this 
experiment did not eliminate the 
possibility of precognition, it 
showed at least that making the 
target small did not prevent remote 
viewing.

Two early leaders of the Theo­
sophical Society, Annie Besant 
(1847-1933) and C. W. Leadbeater 
(1847-1934), claimed to have micro­
psi. Both were prolific writers on 
the occult and Leadbeater claimed 
such psychic abilities as clairvoy­
ance, astral projection and seeing 
past lives. After a short period of 
intensive yoga training under the 
tutelage of their Indian gurus, the 
two Theosophists began in 1895 to 
collaborate on a series of researches 
which continued intermittently un­
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til 1933. They set out to investigate 
systematically the microscopic struc­
ture of matter, using micro-psi to 
observe* atoms of all the elements.

They looked first at atoms of 
hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen. 
During a summer holiday, they 
visited a museum in Dresden, Ger­
many, where they studied many 
minerals. They asked their friend 
Sir William Crookes, the famous 
chemist, to provide specimens of 
some elements which are difficult to 
obtain in a pure state. By 1907, 
along with the first three, they had 
examined 59 more elements and 
noted variations in the atoms of 
neon, krypton, xenon and platinum 
— although at that time scientists 
did not suspect that an element 
could have more than one type of 
atom. Indeed, after Besant and 
Leadbeater reported in 1908 in the 
journal The Theosophist their dis­
covery of a variation of neon, five 
years passed before the English 
chemist Frederick Soddy gave the 
name “isotopes” to atoms of an 
element that differ in mass.

The pair’s colleague C. Jinaraja- 
dasa, who made sketches and notes 
during their investigative sessions 
and who later became an interna­
tional president of the Theosophi­
cal Society, wrote in 1943 to Prof. 
F. W. Aston, inventor of the mass 
spectrograph, at Cambridge Uni­
versity, England, informing him
•The word “observe” is used in its intuitive, not 
literal, sense. 

that Besant and Leadbeater had 
discovered in 1907 the neon-22 iso­
tope by psychic means five years 
before scientists found it. Four days 
later the distinguished scientist re­
plied: “Dr. Aston thanks Mr. Jina- 
rajadasa for sending his communi­
cation of Jan. 8 and begs to return 
same without comment as he is not 
interested in Theosophy.”5 As if one 
had to be interested in Theosophy 
to have his intellectual curiosity 
stimulated by such an amazing 
claim!

A summary of the psychics’ re­
search was published in 1908 in 
their book Occult Chemistry. A 
year later 20 more elements had 
been studied, notably “illinium” 
which was recognized later to be the 
element promethium discovered by 
science in 1945. A second edition of 
Occult Chemistry appeared in 1919 
but it contained no new material. 
Purported descriptions of the mole­
cules of benzene, methane and other 
chemical compounds were pub­
lished in 1924. A year later a model 
of the crystal structure of diamonds 
was published in The Theosophist 
and the hexagonal arrays of carbon 
atoms in graphite were correctly 
described in 1926. More material 
was published in 1932, including 
descriptions of the atoms of the 
element 87 (called “francium” by 
science in 1939), element 85 (given 
the name “astatine” by science in 
1940) and element 91 (“protactin­
ium,” isolated by chemists in 1921).
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Besant and Leadbeater recorded 
an element they called “masurium” 
in 1909 and described it again in 
1932, five years before science de­
tected it and named it “technetium.” 
In the same year they reported find­
ing atoms of an element with an 
atomic weight of two. They as­
sumed (mistakenly, as it turned out) 
that it was a new element unknown 
to science and they did not correctly 
identify it as deuterium (a heavy 
isotope of hydrogen) which the 
American chemist Harold Urey and 
his colleagues had discovered the 
previous year.

Finally, Jinarajadasa compiled 
all their research material, accumu­
lated over a period of 38 years, and 
published it in 1952 in a third, 
enlarged edition of Occult Chemis­
try.

THE TWO Theosophists soon dis­
covered that different speci­
mens of an element were composed 

of similar units, which they natu­
rally assumed were atoms. They 
classified these units, or “micro-psi 
atoms” (MPAs), according to shape 
into seven groups: spike, dumbbell, 
tetrahedron, cube, octahedron, bars 
and star (Fig. 1). They found that 
the shape of an MPA correlated 
with the position of its correspond­
ing element in the chemists’ period­
ic table — that is, all elements in the 
same group in the table (and there­
fore having similar chemical prop­
erties) had MPAs with similar 
shapes. For example, all the inert 
gases had star-shaped MPAs. Be- 
sant and Leadbeater used this cor­
relation to check their identifica­
tion of MPAs. But hydrogen, he­
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lium, nitrogen and oxygen did not 
fit into this classification scheme. 
The hydrogen MPA (Fig. 2) was:

. . seen to consist of six small 
bodies, contained in an egglike 
form.... It rotated with great rapid­
ity on its own axis, vibrating at the 
same time, the internal bodies per­
forming similar gyrations. The 
whole atom spins and quivers and 
has to be steadied* before exact 
observation is possible. The six lit­
tle bodies are arranged in two sets 
of three, forming two triangles that 
are not interchangeable.”

Each body contained three 
“points of light,” arranged in a tri­
angle in four of the bodies and in a 
straight line in the two others. 
Highly magnified, these points ap­
peared as three-dimensional parti­
cles (Fig. 3). Besant and Lead beater 
called them “ultimate physical 
atoms” (UPAs), claiming that they 
were the smallest, fundamental, in­
divisible constituents of matter. In 
the 19th Century scientists still 
thought of atoms as the “solid, 
massy, impenetrable, movable par­
ticles” about which Sir Isaac New­
ton had conjectured two centuries 
earlier. But the psychics’ descrip­
tion of the basic units of matter dif­
fered greatly from the notions pre­
valent in science of that day.

The UPA was composed of 10

•The psychics claimed to use “a special form of 
will-power" to slow down the extremely rapid 
motions of atoms. Such telekinesis was re­
quired if they were to discern the details of the 
complex structures of MPAs. 

separate, convoluted, closed spiral 
curves or “whorls,” three of which 
appeared brighter and thicker than 
the other seven. The heart-shaped 
particle pulsated and spun on its 
central axis, the whorls appearing 
to change color incessantly. Besant 
and Leadbeater noticed “positive” 
and “negative” varieties of UPA, 
one the mirror image of the other.

In general, MPAs consisted of 
symmetrically arranged aggregates 
of bodies made up of clusters of 
many different groups of UPAs. 
Some of these groups appeared in 
MPAs of other elements. This char­
acteristic, together with the geo­
metrical symmetry of MPAs, sim­
plified the psychics’ task of deter­
mining how many UPAs were pre­
sent in an MPA. On dividing this 
number by 18 (which is the number 
of UPAs in the simplest MPA, that 
of hydrogen), they found that the 
quotient was always approximately 
equal to the chemical atomic weight 
of the element, defined then by 
scientists as the average weight of 
the atoms of its isotopes relative to 
the weight of one hydrogen atom. 
For example, carbon with an atom­
ic weight of 12 had 216 UPAs; 216 
divided by 18 equals 12.

This mathematical relationship 
enabled Besant and Leadbeater to 
check their identification of an 
MPA by comparing the calculated 
quotient with scientific tables of 
atomic weights and picking out the 
element with the best agreement. 
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(The fact that the agreement is only 
approximate shows beyond all rea­
sonable doubt that the Theo- 
sophists did not invent the relation­
ship simply to create agreement and 
so obtain an impressive correlation 
with chemistry. Statistical analysis 
of the population data published 
for the 57 elements both known to 
science and examined up to 1908 
reveals that there is less than one 
chance in 10,000 that these data 
could have been fabricated with the 
help of contemporary scientific 
tables of atomic weights.)

But the two correlations between 
the psychic observations and chem­
istry — that MP As of elements in 
the same group in the periodic table 
have the same shape and that popu­
lations of MPAs are proportional 
to atomic weights of their corre­
sponding elements—were about the 
only discoveries the Theosophists 
made that did not seem to conflict 
with science. For example, different 
MPAs were sometimes seen to be 
combined into larger units, just as 
their corresponding chemical atoms 
are bound together in larger groups 
as molecules. MPAs, it is true, 
combined in the same numbers as 
the atoms do in molecules. But in 
total disagreement with what is 
known in chemistry, they were ob­
served sometimes to be broken up 
in chemical compounds and their 
constituent particles mixed with 
those of other MPAs. It is now well- 
established that atoms transfer or 

share only their outer, so-called 
valence electrons when they bond 
together to form molecules. Their 
nuclei certainly do not disintegrate!

When Leadbeater looked at 
chemical compounds in the mid- 
1920 *s, he fully realized that his psy­
chic descriptions of molecules con­
flicted with orthodox atomic theory. 
But this did not prevent his claim­
ing that MPAs were atoms, even 
though they bore no resemblance to 
the scientific model of atoms then 
being developed by such physicists 
as Ernest Rutherford and Niels 
Bohr.

Skeptics, of course, felt that this 
glaring discrepancy discredited Be- 
sant and Leadbeater’s claims, but 
more sympathetic Theosophists 
speculated that MPAs were not the 
atoms studied by science but per­
haps their “psychic” or “etheric” 
counterparts with properties that 
could not be studied with the gross 
physical instruments used by scien­
tists. If, according to occultists and 
psychics, the human body has a 
subtle “etheric double,” why not 
atoms as well? This proposition 
cannot really explain, however, why 
“etheric” properties of atoms should 
correlate with their physical and 
chemical attributes.

Other problems emerged. For 
example, Leadbeater described the 
micro-psi molecule of benzene as 
octahedral in shape whereas chem­
ists knew at the time that its chemi­
cal molecule is flat and hexagonal. 
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The Theosophist also called octa­
hedral the micro-psi molecule of 
methane but chemists knew then 
that its chemical molecule was tetra­
hedral. Further, the psychics said 
that they observed MP As of four 
elements for which there is no room 
whatever in the periodic table and 
which, therefore, cannot exist, ac­
cording to atomic and nuclear phys­
ics. Worse still, instead of seeing 
three whole MP As of oxygen in the 
ozone molecule, Leadbeater re­
ported that the unit of ozone con­
sisted of three half-MPAs of oxy­
gen — that is, 1 !4 MP As in total!

Such problems add up to over­
whelming evidence against the two 
Theosophists’ interpretation of 
MPAs as atoms. Nor could MPAs 
have been atomic nuclei, which nei­
ther split up in chemical combina­
tion nor contain the myriad variety 
of particles displayed by MPAs. No 
amount of special pleading or ad 
hoc hypotheses can eliminate the 
obvious inconsistencies between 
established scientific facts and the 
psychics’ assumption that their 
micro-psi vision enabled them to 
see atoms in a natural, undisturbed 
state.

So what did they see? If their 
visions were nothing more than hal­
lucinations, why should the number 
of UP As in the MPAs of elements 
have turned out always to be about 
18 times their correct atomic 
weights? This is true, remarkably 
enough, even for francium and 

astatine whose atomic weights Be- 
sant and Leadbeater could not have 
known because science discovered 
these elements only after their 
deaths. Why should the form of an 
MPA have correlated with the posi­
tion of the element in the periodic 
table if it was not an atom? How 
could the two Theosophists have 
anticipated that some atoms exist in 
more than one form five years be­
fore scientists suspected that ele­
ments have isotopes? Why, if their 
claims to having micro-psi were not 
genuine, should two people risk 
damaging their credibility by con­
tinuing to publish pictures of mole­
cules which they claimed to have 
seen psychically but which they 
knew conflicted with chemistry?

Perhaps, however, science dis­
agrees not with what they saw but 
with what they believed or assumed 
they had seen. Nearly half a century 
would elapse before modern parti­
cle physics advanced to the stage 
where it could give satisfactory an­
swers to these puzzling questions.
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This is Part I of a two-part article.

THE HUCKSTERS

IN SOUTHERN China’s Hunan 
province, two paint shop adver­
tisements dating back 680 years 

were found in a tomb which was 
excavated in August 1985.

The tomb, from the time of the 
Yuan Dynasty, contained the 
bodies of a man and a woman, 
along with silk and linen clothing, 
gold, silver, bronze and lacquer­
ware. Archaeologists determined 
that the man was bom in 1228 and 
died in 1305.

According to Xinhua, the Chi­
nese official news agency, the iden­
tical advertisements for a shop in 
Changsha, now the provincial cap­
ital, were printed on two sheets of 
paper found in a box in the tomb. 
The ad read:

“A variety of paints and paint­
brushes are available... .Come try 
our goods. You can find our store 
by the eye-catching sign with red 
characters hanging above the 
door.”

BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT

LYNETTE TODD, a psychic, 
asked to be excused from jury 
duty because she knew the verdict 

in advance. She wrote a note to 
Denver District Judge Robert Ful­
lerton predicting the way the trial 
would come out. It was kept sealed 
in his desk until the trial was over.

The jury heard all the evidence 
in July 1986 and found Daryle 
Keith Pitts guilty of attempted 

second-degree burglary.
Fullerton opened Todd’s note in 

his chambers while lawyers for 
both sides and all 12 jurors looked 
on. The jury learned of the enve­
lope only after returning their own 
verdict.

In her note Todd said she knew 
Pitts was guilty as soon as she saw 
him, even before she knew the 
charge against him.



Psychic Adventure 
IN BEVERLY HILLS
My nine-year-old son’s nightmare of impending murder became a 
horrifying reality—and I almost became a victim.

Part II
By James Crenshaw

/TV THE REALM of the para­
normal one can accept a general 
rule: At all times expect the unex­

pected. When Margaret O’Connor* 
and her family moved into an early- 
day Spanish style home in Beverly 
Hills, Calif, in 1976, they neither 
planned for nor expected the un­
worldly shocks and surprises their 
eight-year tenancy was to bring.

They moved from the East so 
that Margaret could pursue her 
artistic and other activities in the 
comfortable environment of South­
ern California.

The old but attractive residence 
on a palm-shaded street in Beverly 
Hills soon displayed its distinctive 
personality. The mystic “vibrations ” 
ranged from helpful to harmful- 
only in the psychological sense of 
producingfright or irritation rather 
than physical injury.

ALMOST from the beginning of 
our occupancy, Margaret said, 

•Pseudonym. Correct name on file with FATE. 

our Beverly Hills house was dis­
turbed by sounds I couldn’t iden­
tify. Perhaps twice a week I would 
be waked by the sound of people 
walking up and down the hall. 
These footsteps frightened me be­
cause of my children. Then I would 
realize there was talking and it 
wasn’t the children’s voices but just 
the sound of a conversation I 
couldn’t distinguish, along with the 
footsteps.

I would lie awake for a while until 
the sounds faded away. Then just as 
I was on the verge of going back to 
sleep, the low talking and footsteps 
would start again. It was frighten­
ing not to know whether there actu­
ally were people in the house. I 
know they were not part of a dream 
because I could still hear them when 
I was fully awake. I decided I might 
have tuned in on the living memo­
ries of the old house. I finally got 
used to these harmless friends from 
the past. They didn’t bother me 
anymore and I didn’t bother them.
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After a time I no longer heard them.
Twice the children apparently 

encountered psychic forces. One 
encounter was frightening, the other 
genuinely helpful. Both were remi­
niscent of a UFO contact so I sug­
gested to Margaret that they be 
labeled “Psychic Encounters of the 
Third Kind.”

My teenage daughter Chris was 
sitting in the dining room eating her 
breakfast, Margaret said, when a 
very disquieting thing occurred. 
This must have been about 1984. 
All of a sudden Chris said someone 
behind her put hands on her 
shoulders and pushed down—hard. 
She thought it was her brother but 
when she turned no one was there.

As you can imagine, she was a 
little scared. She stood up to take 
her cereal bowl into the kitchen and 
whatever it was kept its hands on 
her shoulders all the way to the 
kitchen. Finally she felt the hands 
lift off and release her.

There was another physical en­
counter with an unseen force. This 
one involved my son Ronald, Mar­
garet continued. It was definitely 
helpful, not hurtful. I am convinced, 
and Ron is too, that it saved his life. 
It happened about 1981 when he 
was 10 years old.

He was running home from 
school. You know there are many 
streets in Beverly Hills that have 
alleyways where vehicles cross the 
sidewalks to get to the streets. Many 
times the structures on both sides 

cut off all view of a car or truck 
about to emerge from one of these 
alleys. This can be dangerous.

Here Ronnie took up the story 
saying, “So I was running and I 
turned a corner toward this alley. I 
was in such a hurry that I didn’t 
slow down—or I wasn’t going to 
slow down until 1 felt a little tug on 
the backpack I was wearing. I 
stopped and looked around to see if 
someone was playing a joke on me. 
There wasn’t anybody there. I 
thought it had been my imagination 
and I started to run on.

“I was real close to the alley when 
I felt this tug again. It wasn’t a pow­
erful tug but it was strong enough to 
make me stop right before I came to 
the alley.

“At that moment a car whizzed 
by me, across the sidewalk, without 
stopping. It was so close I could 
have touched it and it was going 
fast.

“It scared me enough so that I 
jumped back. Then I ran on home 
and told my mom.”

Margaret continued: He said the 
first touch slowed him down when 
he was about 20 feet from the alley. 
He turned around and started to 
run again but the second tug was 
harder and that stopped him. I am 
sure it saved him from terrible injury 
or death. He surely had an angel on 
his shoulder. Ronnie said he felt it 
was his grandfather who had died 
about eight years earlier.

Ronnie had another nerve-shak­
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ing experience in late 1980. He 
dreamed about a murder that in­
volved his mother. He pinpointed 
the time within three days and 
warned Margaret about the danger 
he saw ahead.

Margaret recalls the incredible 
details: Many strange things hap­
pened while we were living in that 
house. One of the strangest was 
Ronnie’s nightmare about a murder 
next door. I guess you could call it 
precognitive. He said he wasn’t 
really asleep, only dozing.

Ronnie had gone to bed and I 
was entertaining seven or eight 
people on New Year’s Eve. 1 re­
member it was Wednesday night, 
December 31, 1980. My daughter 
Chrissie came into the room and 
told me Ronnie wanted to speak to 
me.

I said, “What’s wrong?” and 
Chrissie shook her head and an­
swered, “I don’t know. He’s cry­
ing.” 1 thought he was crying be­
cause he had to go to bed. And I 
thought he was a little big to be 
crying over something like that.

Anyway, I went to his room and 
sat down on his bed. He said imme­
diately, “Oh, Mom, I just had a ter­
rible, terrible dream.” He was hold­
ing onto me very tightly and 1 could 
see he was unusually upset.

“Please, Mom,” he said, in tears, 
“please don’t go out the front door 
anytime in the next three days, 
because if you do, you could get 
hurt. You know the man who lives 

upstairs next door? He has tossed 
the ball with us a couple of times. 
He’s going to be shot and killed.”

He told me he saw the whole 
thing in his dream. He also called it 
a vision. I asked if he saw who did it 
and he described a blond man with 
a mustache who was driving a van. I 
can’t remember whether he said it 
was white or yellow but it was a 
light color.

I asked him how he knew the man 
upstairs was going to be shot. He 
said he saw the man park his van 
outside the house and carry some­
thing that seemed like a weapon 
under his jacket. Ronnie insisted I 
must not go out the front door for 
three days. Otherwise the man with 
the van might think I could identify 
him.

I thought Ronnie was being silly 
but because it meant so much to 
him, I agreed to humor him.

I went back to the living room 
and told my friends about Ronnie’s 
dream. They laughed and we went 
on with our party.

This was a Wednesday. On Fri­
day about two o’clock in the after­
noon, I had my car keys in my hand 
and was about to open the front 
door.

I hesitated. Should I not go 
through that door—just because 
my son had a bad dream? I wrestled 
with myself. I fumbled with my 
keys. A moment or two later I 
turned and went out the back door, 
walked along the side of the house 
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and got into my car. I drove out 
carefully but there was no van and 
no danger. What did Ronnie mean 
about staying away from the front 
door? Where was the menace?

If I had gone out the front door 
and across the front yard of course I 
would have been more exposed 
until I was in my car. I ran my 
errand without incident and re­
turned home about 5:00 P.M. Again 
I used the back door after putting 
my car away, although it looked all 
clear to me. I smelled something 
burning and thought perhaps the 
children had left something in the 
oven. But it was not on. I decided 
the odor was coming from outside.

At 7:00 A.M. the next day I was 
awakened by a phone call from a 
friend who lived nearby. She asked 
me if I knew there were police sur­
rounding the house next door. I 
said I would look. I put on a robe 
and pretended to be busy emptying 
trash outside. The place was swarm­
ing with police. I asked an officer 
what had happened. He said, rather 
tersely, that it was “police busi­
ness.” I said I was worried because I 
was a close neighbor. Finally he 
admitted, “There’s been a homi­
cide.” I stupidly blurted out, “The 
man upstairs has been shot, hasn’t 
he?” Now I had his attention! He 
became excited and told me to stay 
right there while he brought another 
officer, a sergeant, I think.

The sergeant asked me to repeat 
what I had said. I said I was just 

wondering if there had been a shoot­
ing. No, I hadn’t heard any shots. 
No, I hadn’t seen or heard anything 
suspicious. It was real cross-exami­
nation until I confessed.

“Well,” I said, “my son dreamed 
the other night that the man upstairs 
was going to be shot.” That ended 
it. He looked at me as though I was 
a weirdo, then asked how old my 
son was. I told him nine. With that 
he laughed and walked away.

I found out later that the man 
upstairs had been tied up, shot and 
set on fire. That was the burning 
odor I smelled when I came home. 
The fire apparently smoldered for a 
long time. I learned from another 
neighbor, whose telephone the po­
lice used, that the murderer drove a 
light-colored van. The man had 
light hair and a mustache and car­
ried some boxes out of the van. The 
police seemed to think they con­
tained drugs.

So Ronnie was right. I missed the 
man in the van, the murderer.

Many persons who have psychic 
experiences seem to attract premo­
nitions of deaths and disasters. 
Margaret had only a few of such 
unhappy visions. She previewed two 
air crashes and an accident she felt 
would involve her daughter.

I don’t generally “see” horrible 
things in my dreams, she said. A few 
instances have really upset me and 
they all occurred while we were liv­
ing in the house in Beverly Hills.

For example, one afternoon I 
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was passing through the living room 
while the TV was on. I stopped to 
watch the final scenes of the soap 
opera “One Life to Live.” The face 
of one of the principal characters, 
the man who played the part of Jim 
Craig, had a kind of gray aura. 1 
thought, “My God! He’s dead!" 
Soon the credits came on and I was 
shocked when the announcer said 
he regretted to report that the actor 
who played that role had died dur­
ing the past week.

The other times I dreamed what I 
call “true dreams” about air crashes 
that later occurred. In the first case 
I felt that I was actually in the air­
plane; I saw the other passengers 
laughing and talking. Suddenly the 
plane was going down and the peo­
ple became hysterical. They scream­
ed and yelled and felt very fright­
ened. I remember saying the Lord’s 
Prayer but not for myself. I was 
praying for the other passengers 
because I knew they were in the 
plane that was going down and I 
was not. A split second later I was 
outside the plane and saw it crash 
into a house. Somehow I knew this 
was in San Diego. I was so fright­
ened that I woke up crying. It was in 
the middle of the night and I woke 
up a visiting friend to tell her what I 
had seen. The next morning, some 
while after I got up, a bulletin on 
television announced that terrible 
crash of the PSA airliner in San 
Diego. This crash actually occurred 
on the morning of September 25,

1978. The death toil was 144.
I know my dream preceded the 

disaster because it occurred in the 
morning after 1 was up and my 
dream occurred during the night.

My other dream about an air 
crash occurred in 1984. I had told 
my friend Sandy about the other 
crash and some other paranormal 
things that had happened. She 
asked me to let her know the next 
time I had such an experience. So I 
telephoned and told her about this 
particular dream because she was 
just getting ready to fly across the 
country. I said she needn’t worry; it 
had nothing to do with her. This 
dream-vision involved a small plane 
with red, white and blue markings 
which crashed in a desert area in 
California. There were palm trees 
all round and five or six people 
would be killed. It was a military 
aircraft.

You can see how accurate and 
clear a dream or psychic vision can 
be and yet be misinterpreted. Here 
is another example: In 19841 had a 
frightening dream after which I 
concluded my daughter Chris would 
be injured in a bad traffic accident. I 
knew it was a premonition and I felt 
desperate. In the dream someone 
came up to me and I was supposed 
to follow this person. I couldn’t tell 
who it was but assumed it was a 
girl—wearing white boots. I ran 
down the street behind her, follow­
ing those white boots, until we 
reached the site of an accident.
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A crowd of people was standing 
around an open sports car without 
a top. Another girl nearby was cry­
ing over and over, “Chris! Chris! 
Chris!” This girl, I thought, was a 
friend of Chris’ named Joanie. She 
had curly brown hair and freckles.

I managed to push through the 
crowd and see two badly injured 
people. It was terrible—a girl in the 
passenger seat was alive but so 
badly injured about the head I 
couldn’t recognize her. Then I felt a 
hot blast of something against my 
leg and I stepped back.

I kept thinking, “Was that Chris 
in the car? Was that my daughter?” 
Somehow I didn’t feel that it was. 
Yet the Joanie girl kept yelling her 
name. Then I woke up.

In the morning I told Chris about 
the dream and said, “For the next 
three or four days I don’t want you 
to ride with anyone. I especially 
don’t want you to ride in a car with 
the top down or one with no top—a 
sports car.” She understood and 
promised to heed the warning. How­
ever, she had a date with Joanie to 
go to a party—in a convertible. I 
said I would drive them and pick 
them up, which I did. Still, I didn’t 
feel the danger was over.

Two days later I got a call from 
Chris, asking me to pick up her and 
her friend Yolanda at the high 
school. I left right away. When I 
arrived Chris ran up to my car. She 
said, “Yolanda has been hit by a 
car. Please hurry! You’ve got to 

come with me.”
As I ran down the middle of the 

street with Chris, I noticed she had 
on white boots; I didn’t know where 
we were going. I just followed those 
white boots . . . and suddenly I 
remembered my dream.

Chris was hysterical and trem­
bling so that her drama teacher put 
his coat over her shoulders.

Yolanda was not in the car but 
lay on the ground as I had seen the 
girl in my dream. Her hair was 
tangled in the spokes of a motorcy­
cle on which she had been a pas­
senger. She was alive but badly 
injured, with blood all over her 
face. I tried to move closer but the 
motorcycle was still running and 
the heat of the exhaust hit my leg, 
just as it had in my dream. I now 
could see the car that had struck the 
cycle. The boy who had driven it 
was hurt too. He wasn't moving. 
The car was a sports car with no 
top! When an ambulance came we 
left.

Later on Chris told me the girls 
were standing on the comer by the 
school when a boy on a new motor­
cycle rode up and offered to take 
her home. She remembered my 
warning. She also explained that I 
was coming to meet her. The boy 
then asked Yolanda if she would 
like to ride and she said, “Sure,” 
and away they went.

A few minutes afterward the girl 
who looked like Joanie (but wasnH) 
came running wildly down the
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street, shouting, “Chris! Chris! 
Chris!” These were the cries I had 
heard in my dream. What I had not 
heard was the rest of the alarm: 
“Yolanda has been hit by a car! 
You’ve got to come. She’s calling 
you.”

The motorcycle had been hit by 
the open sports car. The driver had 
made a turn and collided with it.

In the year 1984 Margaret expe­
rienced numerous psychic dreams 
as well as other phenomena. One 
extrasensory experience involved 
her mother and father. Her mother 
lived in another part of the country. 
Her father had died some years 
before.

Margaret told me: My father had 
been gone for 10 years when I had 
this wonderful experience; I saw 
him just as I remembered him. He 
was sitting in his favorite chair. His 
face, hair, arms and hands, every­
thing about him was very clear. It 
was as if I were there and could 
reach out and touch him.

At the end of the experience he 
looked extremely sad. I found my­
self asking him, “Dad, what’s 
wrong?” It was something about his 
chair — that much he made known.

“Dad,” I said, “it’s OK. You’re 
sitting in your chair. Everything is 
fine. Don’t worry.” He looked back 
at me, still sad and upset. That chair 
had been in his den all those years. 
As far as I knew no one had moved 
it.

Next day I called my mother to 

tell her my dream. 1 had always felt 
compelled to tell someone about 
these things, not just anyone—just 
some specific person who would be 
concerned. I told my mother how 
happy I was to see my father in this 
dream that was not like an ordinary 
dream. When I told her how sad he 
looked and that it seemed to be 
something about his chair, she fell 
apart right there on the phone. She 
could hardly talk, she was so upset.

“Oh, Margaret,” she said, “Last 
night I moved that chair into the 
living room. For the first time in 10 
years I moved it out of the den. 1 got 
a new chair that’s more comfortable 
for me and put it in the den. I spend 
most of my time there and decided 
it should go there. I'm getting up 
right now and moving his chair 
back into the den.”

And she did. 1 knew she did 
because my sister called and scolded 
me, saying, “Why are you making 
Mother haul furniture around?”

Two final incidents are included 
as examples from Margaret’s reper­
toire of paranormal encounters 
associated with her residence in 
Beverly Hills.

One night in the fall of 1983 Mar­
garet was lying in bed, half awake, 
half asleep. 1 was fully aroused by 
the persistent ringing of the tele­
phone, she said. At first I wasn’t 
going to answer. It was late—after 
two in the morning. But the ringing 
continued so I walked down the hall 
from my bedroom, picked up the 
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phone and asked who was calling. 
No one answered. In fact, the phone 
was dead.

Irritated and angry, I started to 
walk back down the hall. At least I 
thought I walked. Suddenly my feet 
were off the floor and I was thrust at 
high speed toward the bedroom. I 
was sucked along with a shoshing 
noise like in a vacuum until about 
halfway down the hall I found my­
self heading straight for an intruder 
standing just past my room at the 
end of the hall. I was in such a panic 
I didn’t know what to do.

Then I realized this wasn4 any 
ordinary intruder but a kind of half­
man, half-boy about 19 years old. I 
could see him clearly. He had crew- 
cut brown hair and a short-sleeved 
shirt in bright red, yellow and white 
colors, in the style of the 1950’s. 
There was a kind of gray haze 
around him. But the amazing thing 
was, there was nothing of him below 
the waist! His torso was suspended 
in midair.

All this was happening very fast 
and I was scared. I wanted to avoid 
running into him but all he did was 
stand there with a sickly grin on his 
face as though he thought this was 
funny. I could almost hear him say­
ing, “How do you like that trick?” I 
decided I had to pass his impish face 
before I meshed with the smoky 
haze around him.

I knew I had turned the corner 
and was quickly back in my room, 
perhaps impelled by my fears. I 

paused a few moments while I 
looked around to see if it was the 
right room. I saw my new brass bed 
and on it my new spread. Then I 
was startled to see myself lying 
there on my back.

I thought, Oh, my God! Am I 
dead? But I saw I was breathing and 
I tried to jerk myself back into the 
limp body. I tried several times 
before I finally succeeded. When I 
snapped back into my body I felt 
my fingertips and arms tingle and 
knew I was really back. The grin­
ning, impish face with the gray aura 
was gone.

I lay there wondering. Was it all a 
dream or a real OBE with half a 
ghost thrown in?

In answer to Margaret’s ques­
tioning, I encouraged her to exam­
ine some of the extensive literature 
on out-or-the-body cases. At the 
same time I reminded her of her 
weird, wide-awake in-body expe­
rience with the falling Beatles 
albums. That definitely was no 
dream. It was daytime and the date 
was December 9,1980, the day after 
John Lennon’s senseless murder 
outside his New York apartment.

The news reports were very 
disturbing to me, not because I was 
a great Beatles fan but because 
of the meaningless violence of 
John Lennon’s death, Margaret 
said. I turned off the TV with all 
its details of the murder and sat 
rocking in my rocking chair, con­
templating the meaning of life and 
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death. Was there an answer to acts 
like this?

We had stacked several sets of 
record albums against a wall in the 
living room. Each set of albums was 
maybe seven or eight inches thick, 
standing on end and side by side. At 
the moment 1 was not aware of 
these as I continued my meditation.

I was thinking, many in the psy­
chic field believe that life goes on. If 
so, where is John Lennon now? 
What would he say if he could 
speak to those he left behind? Per­
haps it would be an important mes­
sage he would like to get across. 1 
knew in my mind 1 was just fooling 
around but 1 thought, with every­
thing that had happened, I might 
just tune in to see what I could 
experience. Probably nothing would 
happen.

Nevertheless, I concentrated on 
John Lennon, saying to myself, “If 
you’re here, and there is something 
you want to say about what hap­
pened or any other message, please 
know that I am willing to do my 
part.”

I suddenly heard a noise in the 
corner of the room. Opening my J*

HOUSEPLANTS LOVE THE BLUES

IN JANUARY 1986 the Chicago Tribune reported that Eduardo
Zeiger, a Stanford University biologist, has discovered that orchids, 

for example, grow 50 to 70 percent faster under blue light. Zeiger has 
found that photoreceptors in leaves absorb blue light and initiate the 
opening of pores (stomata) on leaf surfaces. When the stomata are open, 
the plants take up carbon dioxide which is necessary for photosynthesis.

eyes, I turned around and saw a 
stack of albums falling forward one 
by one, very slowly, as if someone 
were intentionally looking through 
them. None of these albums had 
ever fallen before. I could see the 
titles on each album as they fell, 
until the falling stopped. I was 
shocked; the falling albums had 
stopped at the only Beatles album 
in the stack.

What caught my eye was a pic­
ture of the four Beatles; from the 
cover John Lennon was looking 
straight at me. I stared back in dis­
belief; then it struck me! There 
before me was the personal message 
I had sought—the title. It said it all 
in words as loud as if they were 
spoken: LET IT BE.

With a sigh of nostalgia Mar­
garet concluded that her psychic 
adventure in Beverly Hills had been 
enlightening. Perhaps nothing like 
it would ever happen again.

But I predicted that somewhere, 
somehow, she would find herself in 
another lovely old house mystically 
endowed with vibrations capable of 
bringing out her considerable psy­
chic talents.
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A PLURALITY OF ALIENS 
tt'T’HERE IS no subject within the

A wide range of knowledge so uni­
versally interesting,” Sir David Brew­
ster wrote in 1854. At the same time, as 
a reviewer for Putnam’s Monthly re­
marked that same year, although the 
subject provoked “a most elaborate and 
spirited controversy,” it was one “on 
which there are not facts to argue.”

Yet, as Michael J. Crowe shows in his 
exhaustive (and exhausting) The Extra­
terrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900 (Cam­
bridge University Press, New York, 
N. Y., 1986,680 pages, $59.50), that has 
not prevented the issue of a “plurality of 
worlds” from recurring in science, phi­
losophy and theology. The debate 
began in the Sixth Century B.C. when 
Greek philosophers proposed that life 
exists elsewhere in the universe. Two 
centuries later Epicurus wrote that 
“there are infinite worlds both like and 
unlike this world of ours.. . . We must 
believe that in all worlds there are living 
creatures and plants and other things 
we see in this world.” What followed 
from then until now was a continuing 
conflict between opposing views deriv­
ing less from scientific knowledge than 
from, in Dr. Crowe’s words, “different 
metaphysical assumptions.”

The idea of extraterrestrial life (or a 
plurality of worlds, as the concept was 
called until the 20th Century) was — 
and is — emotionally charged. Crowe 
believes that it provided the impetus for 
much of the progress of astronomy and 
he cites a number of surprising cases in 
point.

Consider, for example. Sir William 
Herschel, the great English astronomer 
who in 1781 discovered Uranus. Her­
schel is usually depicted as a model of 
sober empiricism, confining his conclu­
sions only to what he could verify by 
direct observation through his tele­
scope. Crowe, on the other hand, argues 
that he was a dreamer “caught up in a 
quest for evidence of extraterrestrials... 
[and] pluralism was a core component 
in [his] research program.”

In 1776 Herschel thought he observed 
on the surface of the moon a forest with 
“Trees at least four, five or six times the 
height of ours.” Two years later he was 
imagining lunar canals and towns and 
soon afterwards arguing for life on 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
other bodies in the solar system as well 
as life elsewhere in the universe. Most 
astonishing of all, however, was his 
speculation, in a 1795 paper, that the 
sun “is most probably.. .inhabited.. .by 
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beings whose organs are adapted to the 
peculiar circumstances of that vast 
globe.” Crowe points out that just seven 
years earlier a London lawyer pleading 
for a client’s insanity produced a wit­
ness who testified to the man's belief in 
an inhabited sun.

Yet even the great German astrono­
mer Johann Bode held just such a 
belief. To him, as to Herschel, the sun is 
hot only on the surface. Inside, it “con­
sists of land and water. . .mountains 
and valleys. . .[and] a thick atmo­
sphere” with “rational inhabitants.” 
What we call sunspots are actually win­
dows through which the solarians are 
able to observe us.

As late as 1867 the English chemist 
Thomas Lamb proposed that the sun 
“must indeed be a region of eternal life 
and perfect happiness." A year later 

astrophysicist J. Norman Lockyer 
argued for the possible existence of 
solar life.

In the 18th Century the Swedish 
scientist and mystic Emanuel Sweden­
borg claimed actually to have met extra­
terrestrials. Although he was dismissed 
as at best a visionary and at worst a 
lunatic, other scientists were reporting 
that, although they had not had the 
opportunity to meet extraterrestrials 
face to face, they had at least observed 
their activities. The astronomer Franz 
Gruithuisen was certain that Venusian 
“festivals of fire” were observable from 
the earth and that from certain astro­
nomical data it could be deduced that 
the average Venusian lives “to be 130 
Venus years” and Venusian monarchs 
rule for 76 years.

Gruithuisen claimed also to have
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seen lunar cities. Even astronomers 
who ridiculed these claims took 
seriously the notion of lunarians.

Other speculations bordered on the 
grotesque. In the 19th Century one writ­
er held that “in some worlds the inhab­
itants may be as large as mountains” 
—an idea rejected by minister and plural­
ism enthusiast Thomas Dick as unlikely 
because mountainous proportions 
would make for overcrowding and be 
“injurious to the exercise of intellectual 
faculties.” Nonetheless Dick maintained 
that “some of the comets. . .may be 
peopled with intelligences of a higher 
order."

The American writer Samuel Ells­
worth confidently asserted that Venu- 
sians are “licentious” and Martians 
“warlike.” The people of Mercury are 
“very sprightly, small in body. . .up­
right. .. much given to talking, eloquent 
of speech, good lawyers and pettifog­
gers.”

Of all the planets Mars has inspired 
the most outlandish fantasies, the most 
notorious of them the “canal” controv­
ersy which gripped American and 
European astronomy between 1877 and 
1910 and to which Crowe devotes a 
long, illuminating chapter. One canal 
proponent, Е. H. Hankin, suggested 
seriously — in no less than the esteemed 
British scientific journal Nature — the 
most bizarre idea about extraterrestrial 
life I have ever heard: “perhaps on Mars 
there is only one living being, a gigantic 
vegetable, the branches. . .of which 
embrace the planet like the arms of an 
octopus, suck water from the melting 
polar caps.. .and are visible to us as the 
Martian canals.”

Crowe's book thoroughly examines 
the religious implications of extrater-
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Padre Pio. who died in 1968, is the 
only ordained Roman Catholic priest 
ever to receive the stigmata—the bodily 
wounds corresponding to those inflicted 
on Christ. He bore these open bleeding 
wounds for 50 years. His mystical powers 
of spiritual and physical healing drew 
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people who knew him well. In this way 
she draws a fresh and vital picture of 
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restrial life and finds, surprisingly to 
me, that most prominent theologians of 
the period were committed pluralists. 
Because Debate is an intellectual his­
tory, however, it has little to say about 
extraterrestrials in popular culture, so 
there is nothing here about such inter­
esting phenomena as 19th-Century 
mediumistic communications with 
extraterrestrials or sightings of myste­
rious “airships” sometimes suspected to 
be spaceships.

In a brief concluding chapter com­
menting on the pluralism debate as it 
has developed in our century, Crowe 
writes skeptically of some modern 
astronomers’ obsession with life else­
where. He is especially critical of the 
two most prominent ET promoters, 
Carl Sagan and Frank Drake. “Sagan,” 
Crowe says, “although disparaging the 
messianic motives of some flying saucer 
enthusiasts, has suggested that the mere 
detection of an extraterrestrial signal 
would provide ‘an invaluable piece of 
knowledge: that it is possible to avoid 
the dangers of the period through which 
we are now passing.* ”

Drake believes that extraterrestrials 
with whom we may establish radio con­
tact will help save us from nuclear war. 
Crowe rightly labels these notions 
“quasi-religious.” Sagan and Drake, he 
writes, are missionary advocates of 
what has become “the myth of modern 
times,” a “religion or alternate re­
ligion.”

The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 
1750-1900 will probably tell you a lot 
more than you want to know about the 
subject. But as a work of scholarship it 
is a considerable achievement, the full­
est record yet of one of mankind’s 
enduring fascinations.
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OTHER REVIEWS 
MIND OVER MATTER by D. Scott 
Rogo, Aquarian Press, Wellingbor­
ough, Northamptonshire, England, 
1986,160 pages, $7.95, paperback.

In this slim volume, one of a series 
issued by Aquarian Press on strange 
and anomalous phenomena, D. Scott 
Rogo offers a succinct, lucid and unbi­
ased survey of the evidence for psycho­
kinesis. Mind Over Matter is a worth­
while introduction to a class of phenom­
ena which are as yet inexplicable 
according to the known laws of science.

Rogo seeks to provide an overview 
and assessment of the case for psycho­
kinesis, including spontaneous PK ef­
fects, PK with gifted subjects and exper­
imental studies designed to capture the 
phenomena in their more subtle expres­

sions. There is a chapter on the polter­
geist as well as a particularly informa­
tive section on psychic healing as a PK 
effect on living systems. The coverage, 
though brief, is fairly representative of 
the better literature on the subject.

How good is the case for PK accord­
ing to Rogo? Spontaneous cases — 
those that occur unexpectedly in the 
course of everyday life — he considers 
weak evidence individually but impres­
sive in the aggregate. More spectacular 
and lasting displays of PK like the pol­
tergeist he regards as more evidential, 
primarily because researchers do not 
always have to wait until after the fact 
to investigate the phenomena. Medium- 
istic PK under more or less controlled 
conditions he considers better evidence 
still, for despite all the fakery associated 
with physical mediumship a number of 
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cases hold up well under skeptical scru­
tiny.

The best evidence, though, is that col­
lected in the laboratory, where (ideally) 
every precaution can be taken to pre­
vent subject fraud and experimenter 
error. Combining these several classes 
of evidence, Rogo holds that the case 
for PK has been effectively proved.

One outstanding virtue of the book is 
the author’s refusal to press any one 
explanation at the expense of the phe­
nomena to be explained. Rogo does not 
hesitate to admit fraud where fraud is 
probable, nor does he resist the possibil­
ity in those situations in which fakery 
may have been present but gone unde­
tected, such as in the famous “Philip” 
case of group PK. At the same time, 
however, Rogo is willing to proclaim an 
effect genuine when the conditions were 
right or when the phenomena were such 
as to make hoodwinking impossible. 
An example is the so-called earthquake 
effect sometimes reported with the 
medium D. D. Home, when an entire 
room and its contents would shake as if 
in the grip of a giant.

There is little to criticize about the 
book, except that I wish it were longer 
than the 160-page limit set by the edi­
tors. There are, however, a few minor 
misstatements of fact, such as Rogo’s 
claim that the electronic system of con­
trol used by Harry Price was “fraud­
proof” (it was not) and that Marc Thury 
published the record of his investiga­
tions in a “massive volume” (actually it 
was a pamphlet). Despite such occa­
sional inaccuracies Mind Over Matter 
is an intelligent, generally reliable and 
balanced survey of the evidence. — 
Rodger I. Anderson.

THE FACE ON MARS by Randolfo 
Rafael Pozos, Chicago Review 
Press, Chicago, III., 1986,220 pages, 
$12.95, paperback.

Ever since the days of Percival 
Lowell, the possibility of life on Mars 
has intrigued human beings. While the 
results of the Viking Lander experi­
ments suggested that Mars was and 
always has been lifeless, a small scien­
tific team, whose work is recounted in 
The Face on Mars by the team’s co­
organizer, anthropologist Randolfo 
Rafael Pozos, thinks there may be “evi­
dence for a lost civilization” on Mars.

The initial impetus was a NASA 
photo, one of many taken prior to the 
Viking landings, which showed a huge 
humanoid “face” looking up from the 
Martian surface. Immediately dismissed 
by NASA scientists as “an illusion of 
light and shadow,” the face was studied 
in depth by two computer-imaging 
scientists, Vincent DiPietro and Greg­
ory Molenaar. They found a second 
photo of the face taken at a different 
time from a different altitude, thus 
establishing that the face was not an 
illusion. They eventually concluded the 
face was not wind-eroded rock but had 
been made by intelligent beings.

Their work was largely ignored by 
the scientific community but a scientific 
paper they wrote in 1980 eventually 
reached a number of persons, including 
Richard Hoagland, a science writer and 
former adviser to CBS News and Wal­
ter Cronkite during the Apollo moon 
landing program.

Hoagland’s studies of the DiPietro- 
Molenaar work convinced him further 
study was needed. He and others subse­
quently formed an independent Mars
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Investigation Team in 1983. Their pre­
liminary report, released in August 
1984, is included as an appendix to 
Pozos’ book.

By using a host computer (in this case 
one located near San Francisco), confer­
ees scattered around the United States 
could, simply by linking their own 
computers with it, either interact simul­
taneously with others or just read all 
earlier entries and then enter their own 
suggestions and conclusions.

Participants included Hoagland, Po­
zos, DiPietro and Molenaar as well as 
plasma physicist John Brandenburg, 
physicist and archaeologist Lambert 
Dolphin and several others with exper­
tise in various scientific disciplines. SRI 
International also provided assistance.

Pozos’ book contains many of the 
entries made by the conferees, edited to 
eliminate repetition and stitched to­
gether by his own commentary which 
gives a more cohesive flow to the obser­
vations of the various participants.

The result is somewhat like eaves­
dropping on an actual conference as 
participants argue over each other’s 
viewpoints. Unfortunately the book suf­
fers from choppiness because Pozos 
lacks the writing skills needed to make 
the disparate parts blend and flow 
smoothly. The absence of an index 
doesn’t help matters.

On the positive side are a number of 
“face” photos, both as received and as 
enhanced by various imaging tech­
niques, plus artists’ drawings filling in 
features hinted at by the pictures.

Most conferees agreed that perhaps 
500 million years ago Mars supported 

life and that life probably created the 
“face” and some other strange con­
structs in its vicinity. (Hoagland is con­
vinced he sees the ruins of a “city” 
nearby; the others are not so sure.)

The inevitable question about why 
life on Mars would create a “human­
oid” face is discussed by Pozos in the 
context of both earthly religion and 
anthropology. He says the apparent 
humanness of the face has upset many 
people, both scientists and nonscien­
tists.

The team’s dissenting view came from 
Gene Cordell, a computer-imaging 
scientist who after examining “a mag­
netic tape with the relevant raw, unpro­
cessed Martian images ... had to con­
clude that the ‘face’ was nothing but an 
interesting landform.”

Is the “face” artificial? I’d like to 
think so but it will probably take a 
manned Mars expedition to settle the 
question. — George W. Earley.

ALSO NOTABLE
SPOOKLIGHTS: A BRITISH SURVEY 
by David Clarke and Granville Oldroyd, 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire, England, 
1985, 44 pages, $4.00, paperback.

This monograph is a comprehensive 
examination of ignis fatuus — literally 
"foolish fire" — strange balls of light 
known popularly as will-o'-the-wisp and 
by many other names. The authors' wide- 
ranging research has gleaned a mass of 
fascinating material from the scientific 
literature, folk tradition and reports of 
paranormal experiences. The result is a 
thoroughly satisfying, intelligent survey 
of a neglected mystery. Spooklights is 
available from Clarke at 6 Old Retford 
Rd., Handsworth, Sheffield, South York­
shire SI3 9QZ, England.
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— REPORT FROM THE —

READERS
These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments Send your opinion 
of articles and stones of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth PI., Highland 
Park, Ill 60035

FIGHTING BACK
My comments are addressed only to 

those Fate readers who lack the per­
ception or technical knowledge to see 
the inadequacies in the article by Ter­
rence Peterson which you published 
under the title “Spiricom or Spiricon?” 
(January 1987 Fate).

This author’s starting point was 
flawed. Instead of embarking on serious 
research to assemble the known facts, 
he apparently started with the express 
objective of proving that I am either a 
dottering old fool or knowingly a party 
to a gigantic hoax.

Had Peterson taken the scholarly 
and accepted scientific approach to 
assemble the facts, he would have 
approached me directly and I would 
gladly have made available to him the 
more than 200 letters, documents and 
research reports I had supplied to John 
G. Fuller for his book The Ghost of 29 
Megacycles. Fine investigative reporter 
that he is, Fuller spent four months 
studying these materials, then traveled 
throughout Europe and the United 
States interrogating physicists, elec­
tronics engineers and eminent parapsy­
chologists who had firsthand knowl­

edge of my activities or were qualified in 
the fields of voice analysis and syn­
thesis.

Before charging hoax, Peterson 
would have first sought to find what 
possible motive Meek could have had 
for spending several hundred thousand 
dollars in the most serious research proj­
ect of its kind ever assembled. And he 
would have asked why Meek would be 
so foolish as to gamble an international 
reputation and saddle his children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
with the disgrace such a hoax might 
entail. Is Meek really so diabolic a 
character that he would perpetrate a 
cruel and senseless .hoax? Peterson 
would have learned that Meek had built 
such a reputation for astuteness, tech­
nical proficiency and inventive ability 
that in one period of 18 years his Euro­
pean consulting clients paid him to 
make 44 trips to Europe just to organize 
and direct the research in their labora­
tories.

With such shoddy research, Peterson 
may well find himself in the position of 
a distinguished member of the Academy 
of Science in France when he visited the 
United States many years ago. Upon
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returning to Paris, he officially reported 
to his colleagues, **I have listened to a 
sample of the voice recording which 
Mr. Edison made on tinfoil and I can 
assure you the whole thing is explained 
by ventriloquism.”

As founder and executive director of 
Metascience Foundation, Inc., I wish to 
point out that we are now into our 17th 
year of continuous worldwide research 
on instrumental communication with 
higher levels of consciousness. We have 
14 full- and part-time researchers and 
associates working on this project. The 
work has progressed far beyond the sta­
tus I reported at the 1981 press con­
ference.

When 1 or my successors carry this 
project to completion, we will be con­
tent to leave the matter to history. Only 
then will it be possible to decide whether 
this massive work deserves to be put 
into the same category as Morse’s work 
in pioneering the telegraph. Bell’s work 
in pioneering the telephone, Edison’s 
work in recording the human voice and 
Marconi’s work in pioneering the first 
wireless transmission of the human 
voice.

History, not Peterson, will be the 
judge. — George W. Meek, Franklin, 
N. C.

• • •
I know nothing about Terrence Peter­

son, the author of “Spiricom or Spi- 
ricon,” so I have no basis for speculat­
ing as to why he wrote an article that 
presents no evidence that he consulted 
with George W. Meek, William O’Neil 
or John G. Fuller, author of The Ghost 
of 29 Megacycles.

In my opinion this article is com­
pletely unwarranted unless the author 
has concrete evidence to support his 
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claims and speculations. I consider it 
dishonest to base such an article on cir­
cumstantial evidence — for example, 
presenting voiceprints interpreted by 
someone presumably trained only to 
analyze voices of persons “still in the 
flesh.” The most Peterson could accu­
rately say is that from his perspective of 
what is possible, he was not convinced 
by the Spiricom tape. He cannot logi­
cally say the voiceprint analysis he had 
done proves the voices on the tape 
worthless as evidence. Does he actually 
know that O’Neil had access to an arti­
ficial larynx?

Peterson makes it appear that this 
whole series of events started September 
22,1980, when as a matter of fact. Meek 
had written me more than three years 
earlier (July 23, 1977) asking me to 
check the University of Wisconsin 
archives concerning information he had 
gotten from William O’Neil. Meek 
wrote that “a George J. Mueller claimed 
that he received a B.S. degree in electri­
cal engineering from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1928, and that he had been 
a member of Triangle fraternity and a 
member of the Haresfoot Club.” (The 
latter is a long-established men’s choral 
group at the university.) The letter also 
stated that the “entity” received his 
M.S. in physics from Cornell Univer­
sity in 1930.

In the university archives I found 
“George J. Mueller” in the index of the 
1928 yearbook and his photo in a group 
picture of Triangle fraternity members. 
Mueller’s name and photo also ap­
peared in the 1928 Haresfoot Club pro­
gram. I asked my son Norman who is 
on the Cornell University faculty to 
check whether a “George J. Miller” had 
earned an M.S. degree in physics from
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that institution and he had.
I have cited this specific information 

— space limitations prevent my citing 
more — because it seems to me that 
anyone criticizing the work of George 
Meek, which admittedly was based in 
large part on information obtained from 
William O'Neil, should also take into 
account the content of that information 
which was fully verified and not be sat­
isfied with speculation as to how O’Neil 
might have faked the voices. — Walter 
H. Uphoff, Oregon, Wis.

The Author Replies:
1 regret that George Meek has taken 

my article as a personal attack. Nowhere 
do 1 hold him up to ridicule. I know he 
is held in high esteem and is well 
respected. My only concern is his scien­
tific findings.

As to Walter Uphoffs rejoinder, I 
didn’t write that O’Neil used an artifi­
cial larynx. I wrote, “The Spiricom 
voices, 1 suddenly realized, sounded as 
if they were coming through just such a 
device.” The key word is sounded.

For the record, I sent a tape of Dr. 
Rivers’ voice using an artificial larynx 
and duplicating the voice of “George 
Mueller” to a respected professional 
who was familiar with Spiricom, and 
her comment was, “1 can’t tell the dif­
ference between [Mueller’s] voice and 
the artificial larynx.”

I also learned that Meek farmed out 
the Spiricom device and not one opera­
tor could produce a voice even similar 
to Mueller’s.

Scientific acceptance is based on 
replication. If O’Neil’s results could be 
replicated by other operators under 
observation (such as Walter Uphoffs 
observation of Konstantin Raudive’s 
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electronic voice phenomena), then we 
would have the basis for scientific inves­
tigation. I had no joy in writing a nega­
tive article. But until the claims of Spir- 
icom are scientifically verified, my thesis 
stands. — Terrence Peterson, Nowata, 
Okla.

ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE
Terrence Peterson’s article “Spiricom 

or Spiricon?” is both interesting and 
depressing — depressing in that such 
articles tend to make all tapings of spirit 
voices questionable. There are many of 
us who are serious seekers of truth and 
who deplore any facet of fraud. In seven 
years of cassette recording I have cap­
tured nearly 30 mystery voices. — John 
P. Bessor, Zelienople, Pa.

SUPER!
The article by Dennis Stillings in the 

November 1986 issue of Fate (“Strip- 
Mining the Psyche”) is super, super, 
SUPER! — J. d’Aquin, Baton Rouge, 
La.
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I am a practicing witch. I participate 
in only constructive magick, not that 
my kind of occult practice matters. 
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Recently a law was passed that took 
away nonprofit status for newsletters 
and mailings of occult religious organi­
zations. I don4 necessarily believe that 
any religious organization should have 
postal privileges for material that is not 
directly charity-related, but what both­
ers me is that mainstream religions have
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them while “witches” or “cult-types” do 
not.

For this reason I am starting an 
organization to be called “Wiccans and 
Pagans Against Religious Discrimina­
tion” to help raise a legal fund to fight 
this first step toward really serious 
oppression. Anyone interested in join­
ing may write me. — Scott Feldman, 
2239 Ralston, Simi Valley, Calif. 93063.

SQUIRRELS HAVE LEARNED
Regarding “Why DonT They Learn?” 

and Rupert Sheldrake’s morphic reso­
nance theory (“I See by the Papers,” 
December 1986 Fate), 1 have a relevant 
observation. In our neighborhood on 
Long Island, the squirrel is the victim of 
the car. As you know, it is the squirrel’s 
instinct to freeze when it feels threat­
ened. Squirrels are often killed because 
of this tendency to freeze in the path of 
an approaching car. I have noticed with 
interest in recent years that more and 
more squirrels have “learned” not to 
freeze in this situation. Instead, they 
stop momentarily and then either re­
treat or hurry on across the road.

Our orthodox biologist would say 
that because of random mutation the 
behavior patterns of some squirrels 
changed, that this change had survival 
value and consequently they and not 
the “freezers” were able to perpetuate 
the species. I feel that this explanation is 
much too mechanistic. I prefer Shel­
drake's approach although 1 think it 
should not be taken too literally. — 
Judith Diliberto, Bayport, N. Y.

MONEY TALK
James McClenon’s “Spirits and Sci­

ence in Taiwan”(November 1986 Fate) 
(Continued on page 126)
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ANGELS

BEAUTIFUL NEW ANGEL BOOK has 
hundreds of facts, stories, quotes, figures: 
guardian angels, supernatural rescues, 
World War’s ghostly armies, famous 
people seeing angels, deathbed visions. 31 
full-page illustrations. Legends, folklore, 
trivia, more. Nationally reviewed. Satisfac­
tion guaranteed! $10.95 or free details: 
Mamre Press, 1301-A Sherwood Drive, 
Oxford, AL 32603

ANCIENT TEACHINGS
LEARN ANCIENT Egyptian secrets! 
Exciting new course. Prospectus, $1.00 — 
UEA, Box 90062, San Diego, CA 92109

“SECRETS OF THE BIBLE.” Reveals 
mysterious forces for gaining money, love, 
luck, health, overcoming evil. Complete 
course, $5.00.— Mayahouse, Box 9831, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76107 

GIVE YOURSELF or someone you love 
the Hanker Bracelet, an absolutely beautiful 
one of a kind piece of jewelry. The hand- 
carved and painted Hieroglyphics tell of 
only the good things of life. Some of 
the symbols are good luck, health, prosperity 
and love. List of Hieroglyphics and their 
meaning included. $20.00 to: Roman 
Beauty, 1120 6th Ave., Suite 4037 1st floor. 
New York, NY 10036

CAST YOUR OWN SPELL. $1.00, infor­
mation.— Secrets, 12555(F) Biscayne, North 
Miami, FL 33181

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof 
Flavius Josephus created fictional Jesus, 
authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00. 
-Abelard, Box 5652-M, Kent, WA 98064

COMPLETE NATAL HOROSCOPE in­
cludes chart and interpretation. Accuracy 
and satisfaction guaranteed. Send, date, time 
and place of birth with $12.95 to: Astro­
Logic, P.O. Box 800727, Dept. F, Dallas, 
TX 75380.

AVOID DANGEROUS TIMES, use fortu­
nate times. For two year Forecast send 
$16.95 (check/mo), plus birth date, accurate 
birth time, birthplace to: Personal Forecasts, 
Box 1101, W. Concord, MA 01742. Send 
$1.00 plus SASE for more information.
ЯННН MOMWTIMI ВЕЯВКбЬ' 

BIORHYTHM. Know your emotional, 
physical, intellectual highs/lows, lucky days. 
8x11 page per month. 12 months, $10.00. 
Send birth date to: Craeftgemot Witanco- 
veyne, Inc., R.R. 1, Box 601-C, Pompano 
Beach, FL 33067

PERSONAL BIORHYTHM. Send name, 
address and birth date, $4.00 for six months 
to: Jan Alford, 613 Bristow, Moore, OK 
73160 (Formerly Alford Enterprises)

BIORHYTHM CALENDAR prepared by 
computer for each individual. Highlighted 
by your computerized picture if desired. 
Each calendar date shows your three bior­
hythmic numbers. Choose the month to 
begin your personalized 12-month calendar. 
Send name, birth date, beginning month, 
photo (optional), $8.95 ($9.40 in Ohio) to 
Dean Designs, 688 Fairborn Road, Cincin­
nati, OH 45240

COMPUTERIZED BIORHYTHM 
PLOTS, One year, $6.00. Send name, birth 
date.— R & J Sales., 708 Stoneledge, 
Friendswood, TX 77546
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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES. 
Rare eyewitness account (56 B.C.): pyramid 
construction, mummification, animal wor­
ship, Isis, Osiris, etc. 175 pages, $16.00.— 
Linpress, Box 7751, Washington, DC 20044

BOOKS — Metaphysical, astrology, medi­
tation, Tarot cards, crystal balls and more. 
$3.00 for large catalog to Starseed Book­
shop, P.O. Box 486-F, Whitmore Lake, MI 
48189

EARLY CHRISTIANITY was a mystery 
religion like Orphism. Fully documented 
report gives evidence. Only $10.00.— J&K 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 529, Molalla, OR 
97038. Satisfaction guaranteed.

OCCULT CATALOG. Free shipping. 
$2.00.— Aradia, Box 712-F, Portland, ME 
04104 

200 UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA. 
Catalog of literature, $1.00.— Linpress, P.O. 
Box 7751, Washington, DC 20044

THE 5 SECRETS To A Successful Life (An 
Encyclopedia of Modem Magic), 456 pages 
$12.95 & $1.19 postage — AREPO Corp., 
P.O. Box 6334, FDR Station, New York 
10150

REVELATIONS OF A SPIRITUAL 
HEALER, 94 pg. $5.50. Eden to Armaged­
don, 962 pg. $100.00. Ftee catalog. Bill’s 
Publishing House, Box 24, Station A, 
Downsview, Ontario M3M 1K2

PATH TO NIRVANA. Free Buddhist liter­
ature.— P.O. Box 101 IF, Tacoma, WA 
98401

LIVE SUCCESSFULLY! Personal power is 
yours. Swami Brahma’s book reveals “Secret 
Key” to draw life’s richest rewards to you. 
Send $2.95,— META, Box 6064SH, Long 
Island City, NY 11106

EFFORTLESSLY INCREASE your men­
tal-physical power. Free brochure.— Power, 
Dept. FT, Box 343, Woodridge, NJ 07075

RARE ESOTERIC BOOKS and papers. 
Most not available elsewhere. SASE.— 
Jaqua, M-735, RD. 7, Napoleon, OH 43545

ECKANKAR. For this free book, write:
J.D. Ratliff, P.O. Box 10093, Amarillo, TX 
79116

YOUR PSYCHIC GIFTS REVEALED! 
$8.00 ppd.— Healing Arts Press, Box 7082, 
Reston, VA 22091

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035- 
F Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

LEVITATION—amazing step-by-step 
guide. Free information.— Box 5199-F, 
SSF, CA 94080

METAPHYSICAL BOOKS. Lists: 25e.— 
Naturopathy Institute, Box 533, Hewlett, 
NY 11557

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed. 
—META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 
NY 11106____________________________

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, 
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical 
course pursuing the world beyond the 5 
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism, 
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari­
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large 
format, soft bound. $10.95 + $1.00 U.S. and 
$2.00 foreign р/h.— Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner’s per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. —META, Box 
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

OCCULT BOOKS. Lists, 10c. - Coltins 
Books, Box 168, Appalachia, VA 24216

GOD SPEAKS IN SILENCE- find out for 
yourself! Using simple yet powerful medita­
tion techniques. Free booklet: Meditation, 
Box 32433, Jamaica, NY 11431
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FREE SPIRITUAL BOOKS-lOO books, 
99c each plus special free books.— AUM 
Publishers, Dept. 110,86-24 Parsons Boule­
vard, Jamaica, NY 11432

HOW TO CAST LOVE SPELLS- Bible 
Magic! Guaranteed. Send $6.00 to Sandler, 
19-E West Park, Merchantville, NJ 08109

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychome- 
try! Alexr. Verner's book tells how you can 
psychometrize objects to reveal valuable 
information you need for success. Send 
$2.95,— META, Box 6064PS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

RUDOLF STEINER'S BOOKS on spirit­
ual science, reincarnation, meditation, kar­
ma, medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free 
catalog. — Anthroposophic Press, Bell’s 
Pond, Suite 20, Star Rt., Hudson, NY 12534

RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Cata­
log of psychic books, includes tapes for med­
itation and relaxation. Send $2.00 which 
applies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send 
$2.95.— META, Box 6064FT, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man 
Know Thyself.''“Be Thy Real Self,”“Medi­
tation and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. —Magi Center, Box 
1166, Paradise, CA 95969_______________

FREE! QUALITY OCCULT BOOK LIST, 
SASE. Descriptive catalog, $1.00. Includes 
$2.00 coupon.— Anacalypsis, 529 S. 9th, 
Livingston, MT 59047

GET YOUR OWN VISA, MasterCard. 
Absolutely no credit check. Free valuable 
report. Guaranteed.— ORBCO, Box 15698, 
Lakewood, CO 80215

PARANORMAL/PSYCHIC PHENOM­
ENA: Life after death, (NDEs, OOBEs), 
ghosts, poltergeists, ESP research, UFOs, 
more! Free booklist describing 50+ paper­
backs.— Bookchoice, P.O. Box 698(C), 
Brattleboro, VT 05301

FOUR-MONTH ASTRAL PROJECTION 
training course will improve your life. Re­
quest free valuable information.— Institute 
of Diskinetics, Box 52191-A, Tulsa, OK 
74152

PELLEY BOOKS— complete collection, 
highest offer!— Peiley, 2 Malden Ave., 
Saugerties, NY 12477

ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING you want in 
life! Free details. Send SASE.— P. Leniger, 
805 W. Rush, Dept. F, Enid, OK 73701

CRYSTAL ENERGY EXPANDED! We 
have taken crystals one step further. Send 
39c stamp for a complete description of this 
exciting new line of ciystal devices and tools: 
your guides for a fascinating inner journey.— 
Maerz Enterprises, Box 39007, Phoenix, AZ 
85069

CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant 
notice wearing these gorgeous, gemlike ear­
rings of imported 32% lead crystal with 
facets of glittering brilliance. Two styles for 
pierced ears! 11mm teardrop-shaped crystal 
on gold-tone kidney wires or 4mm round­
shaped studs on silver-tone posts. Expensive 
looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.00 postage/ 
handling each pair. Please be sure to specify 
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

DOWSING DICTIONARY with illustra­
tions. How-to-do definitions. 250pp. $10.00 
plus .80 p/h or free details.— SMM-F, Box 
5084, Huntington Beach, CA 92646

ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Instructional 
books, instruments. Free catalog.—Box 
30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

119



DREAMS
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE with dream con­
trol! Comprehensive advanced training. Re­
quest our free valuable report. — Institute of 
Diskinetics, Box 52191-D, Tulsa, OK 74152

ENERGY
ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A life 
energy charging device invented by Wilhelm 
Reich, MD. Three layer construction. This 
controversial device was banned by the 
FDA—now available for experimental use; 
no claims made. Info pack, SI.00.— Super 
Science, P.O. Box 392F, Dayton, OH 45409

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS
MRS. ANN BOWITZ, 3333 Pacific Place, 
Apt. 125, Long Beach, CA 90806. Know 
yourself and others through handwriting 
analysis. 100% accurate. $5.00.

EXPERT HANDWRITING ANALYST. 
Understand your cryptic self via “paper por­
trait.” Send full page handwrting on plain 
paper. SI5.00 comprehensive profile. $50.00 
all-inclusive assessment. For free informa­
tion, SASE.- LAD, Box 63, St. George, UT 
84770

HEALTH
MUSCLE, JOINT PROBLEMS? Get your 
Magnetic patch like those used in Japan. 
Send $3.00 to 1843 Country Club, Stockton, 
CA 95204

SUPER-INTELLIGENCE! Amazing results 
guaranteed.— EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora, 
CA 91740

HEAL HEMORRHOIDAL PAIN! $2.22 
ppd. — Healing Arts Press, Box 7082, Res­
ton, VA 22091

HHB nypnomi ‘BHHi
“HYPNOSIS IS EASY” 10-cassette course. 
Control weight, habits, attitudes. Win! Earn 
money as registered hypnotist. $56.45. Free 
brochure.— Course, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 
89507

INSTRUCTION
LEARN POWERFUL SECRETS of the 
Mystic Light Society. Discover the power of 
the Rose Cross, experience true initiation on 
the inner planes, master life’s mysteries. 
Write: William Alexander Oribello, 3125 
19th St., Suite 107, Bakersfield, CA 93301

POWERS OF SUBCONSCIOUS MIND 
revealed. For free information send large, 
self addressed stamped envelope to Alpha 
Mind Expansion, 535 Radisson Rd., Min­
neapolis, MN 55416

LEARN TO ANALYZE handwriting. 15- 
lesson course leading to certificate. Free 
sample lesson.— ScriptMetrics, Box 573, 
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060

HORIZON SOCIETY offers home study 
courses in Metapsychoiogy and Practical 
Meditation. For details write: Box 160300, 
#235-F, Sacramento, CA 95816 or phone 
916/362-9253. 24 hours a day.

BECOME A MINISTER in a New Age, 
nondenominational religion. Ordination for 
men and women interested in a career per­
forming marriages, pastoring, counseling, 
readings, teaching. Information and applica­
tion: P.O. Box 533, Hemet, CA 92343

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings 
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift 
Set.” Ideal for beginners and advanced stu­
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full 
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large 
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $17.50 plus $1.50 
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry 
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic 
know-how of palm reading. Devised by 
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that 
explores the future. $12.00 plus $1.00 pos­
tage-handling.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free introduction.— Growth, 
Dept. 284-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, 
CA 91356
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HEAVENLY EMERGENCE of Supreme 
Being. Highest awareness/grace/healing. 
Wonderful life transformations. Dynamic 
activities transcending body/ego/drugs. Un­
lock gateway to miracles. Stamp, please. — 
Pyramid of One, 251 NW Bailey, Hillsboro, 
OR 97123____________________________

AQUARIAN MYSTERIES AND RITES 
of the rose and cross. Write School of Light, 
P.O. Box 3513, Quartz Hill, CA 93536

MAGAZINES
147 OLD FATES. Best offer.- Box 34, Cla­
rington, PA 15828

BEYOND AVALON. Current issue “Psi 
Warfare: Are Governments Training Psy­
chics as Secret Weapons?” $2.50/issue, 
$8.00/year.— 93 Jackson Ave., Bridgeport, 
CT 06606

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and organ­
izes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for your 
library for only $6.95 each plus $1.50 each 
postage-handling.— FATE Magazine, 500 
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 60035

SETH/JANE ROBERTS READERS: 
Reality Change, quarterly magazine with 
articles, personal accounts of change, list of 
worldwide networking contacts, and news of 
events, including the fourth Seth World 
Conference, June 18-21. $6.95/sample; 
$18/year.— Austin Seth Center, Box 7786, 
Austin, TX 78713-7786. 512/479-8909.

RON WARMOTH’S Prediction Newslet­
ter. Metaphysical approach to the market­
place & personal prosperity. Monthly 
$35.00/yr. $1.00 sample.— Box 4037, Los 
Angeles. CA 90078

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
spiritualist newspaper—world’s largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London 
WC2H 9LW England.

KOSMON VOICE, P.O.B. 664, Salt Lake
City, UT 84110-0664. Sample issues, $1.00.

FREE—One issue of our metaphysical and 
psychic newsletter, W.A.N.D.S. Send large 
SASE to P.O. Box 1761, San Marcos, CA 
92069

FORTEAN TIMES. Acclaimed by research­
ers and readers. Leading journal of strange 
Shenomena. 11th year. Airmailed sample.

3.00. — Fortean Times (F), 96 Mansfield 
Road, London, NW32HX England.

EXORCISE EVIL with biblical Frankin­
cense. Charcoal and burner sent postpaid. 
$25.00— Sindoori Imports, 349 East 12th 
St., NYC, NY 10003

NATURAL GEMSTONES FOR HEAL­
ING and balancing! Requests are encour­
aged. Please send approximate size desired 
and price range. Healing information sent 
with every purchase. Fully guaranteed. Send 
SASE for price list to Montana Gifts, 15655 
E. Mullan Rd., Clinton, MT 58925

SCIENTIFIC PRAYER Voyage Into the
Mind. 28-page treatise on prayer. $3.75.— 
Dr. Kepler, Box 40571, Reno, NV 89504

LET US SEND YOU $1,000,000 mental 
equivalent. Magical Million Dollar Bill 
creates power visualization. Complete with 
instructions. $5.00 and SASE.— Merlin, 
Box 1049-F, South Pasadena, CA 91030. 
Thanks a million!

PRICE SLASHED! Magazine rack or craft 
tote. Versatile large natural color cotton 
duck tote (11x14x6) to be used with or with­
out wooden frame. Sturdy and lightweight. 
Complete with directions for easy assembly. 
Was $19.95, now only $14.95, plus $1.50 
fostage/handling.— Venture Bookshop, 

.0. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

INVENTIONS, IDEAS TECHNOLOGY 
WANTED! Industry presentation/national 
exposition. 1-800-528-6050. X831.

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 pa­
pers available! 306-page catalog. Rush 
$2.00,— Research, 11322 Idaho «2O6FQ, 
Los Angeles, CA 90025. Toll Free Hotline: 
800-351-0222 (California: 213/477-8226).



MISCELLANEOUS
PROSPERITY AWAITS. Win sweepstakes.
Details: J. Bally, 2001 Farrell Ave., Redondo 
Beach, CA 90278

ДД
NUMEROLOGY & ASTROLOGY FOR 
LUCK. Use our lucky star number method 
for sensational results! Send SASE for de­
tails.— S.S.S. Co., P.O. Box 51943, San 
Jose, CA 95121

organizations
BE A CERTIFIED TAROT MASTER! 
International Grand Lodge offers private 
training, secret spreads.— Tarot Interna­
tional, Box 803, Dept. ТЕ, DuBois, PA 
15801

OCCULT
WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Please 
use wisely. Absolutely guaranteed. $6.00.— 
Doll, Box 8348, Dept. F37, Albuquerque, 
NM 87198

EXCITING NEW CATALOG. Books, 
courses, tapes. $1.00.— Arcane, Box 99324, 
San Diego, CA 92109

VOODOO DOLLS, charms, candles. Free 
list.— Queenie, Box 3363-V, Hollywood, 
CA 90028

DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. 
Gain money, love, luck, protection. Influ­
ence others. Write: House of Maya, P.O. 
Box 9831, FT. Worth, TX 76107
Щ PCMtONAL HHH

PERSONAL TAROT READINGS. 20 
years experience. $15.00 per question. 
Money orders payable to Donna Hoyer. 
Answer on cassette.— S.C., P.O. Box 2765, 
Gardena, CA 90247-7465

FREE ANSWERA TO ONE QUESTION. 
One time offer only. Send to Omar Pancha- 
dasi. Box 9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

DEZZETTA, sister of Andreik now casting 
spells. $13.00 cash.— Box 30581-3, Por­
tland, OR 97230

MY POWERS ARE BEYOND your imagi­
nation and 1 can use those powers to cast a 
spell in your favor. Send desire and $20.00 
plus $1.50 postage to: Barbara, 417 W. Dia­
mond, Hazleton, PA 18201

BREAK THROUGH Karmic limitations. 
Destiny updates with veteran Tarot Rune 
counselor. Hour taped consultations lov­
ingly channeled. $35.00. Photo, handwritten 
birth date, questions.— Lindsay Walsh, 1003 
Byrnes Road, Aiken, SC 298012. Get Grow­
ing!

PERSONAL ASTROLOGICAL analysis. 
Ask a question, send birthday, month, year, 
time (if known) & place of birth with $7.00 to 
Harriet Baker, 23 Hastings St., W. Roxbury, 
MA 02132

HANDWRITING RESEARCH group will 
send Free Gift for sample of your hand­
writing.— Meriden-F3, 2510 J St., Sacra­
mento, CA 95816

FREE“TACHAMOCHAN”GEMSTONE. 
Ancient legendary talisman for gaining 
money, love, luck, protection. Limit one per 
family. For yours, write Mayahouse, Box 
9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

ANSWERS-DETAILED HELP! 3 ques­
tions, $5.00.1 Ching consultation, $6.00. In- 
depth Tarot reading and free Tarot deck, 
$20.00.— Gloria Reiser, Box 561, Quincy, 
IL 62306-0561

HELP PROMISED. Tarot reading, $10.00 
by mail. Palm reading, $15.00. Send palm 
print, SASE to Garry Lewis, Box 321F, 
Meredosia, IL 62665

BINGO, LOTTERY, sweepstakes player? 
Ghostwood can help. Ancient Indian pottery 
good luck replica guarantees more good luck 
than bad. It really works. Send birth month 
and $12.00.— Ghostwood, Dept. FC-3, Box 
8348, Albuquerque, NM 87198 

“ANDREIK” the witch. Tell me what you 
want. I will cast a spell for you. $15.00.—Box 
30581, Dept. C, Portland, OR 97230

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against 
black magic, voodoo, witchcraft and evil 
psychic attacks. Details free.— Mayahouse, 
Box 9831-A, Ft. Worth, TX 76107
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FINDING YOUR SOULMATE. For a free 
brochure on how to find your Soulmate, 
please write Pegasus Astrology Service, Suite 
333-CG, 2675 West Highway 89-A, Sedona, 
AZ 86336

PERSONAL TAROT FORECAST, unique­
ly yours, only S 10.00. — Henry Smyth, Box 
721302, Corpus Christi, TX 78472

CARDREADING! Short, $6.00. Long, 
$ 12.00. Question, coloring, marital status. — 
Shroff, Box 334, Braddock, PA 15104

INDIVIDUALLY PREPARED: Future 
forecast, compatibility, personal analysis, 
biorhythm. $8.00 each. All four, $20.00. 
Send birth information and fee.— Astrol­
ogy, POB 506, Hinsdale, IL 60521

TAROT READING, $10.00,— Anna, 904 
Westmoreland Road, Colorado Springs, CO 
80907

TAROT READINGS by mail. One ques­
tion, $5.00. Three questions, $10.00. Full 
reading, $25.00. Write M. Escalet, 13 Flet­
cher St., Kennebunk, ME 04043

CANADA’S FAMOUS READER, 
NORAH. Send small photo. Ask questions. 
$30.00. Office 566 Main East, North Bay, 
Ontario, Canada Pl В 1B0.

READINGS. Spiritualized answers. Accu­
rate. $25.00 donation.— Charlotte Lombard, 
Box 237, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, 
columnist, radio personality. Special intro­
ductory offer.— Box 74872, Los Angeles, 
CA 90004

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don't understand? A 
voice you сапЧ hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can 
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for 
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710, 
Dept. FC-87, San Antonio, TX 78299

NOTED CLAIRVOYANT answers 5 ques­
tions, $10.00. Past life reading, $10.00. Spir­
itual healing assist, $25.00. Send photo, birth 
date.— Jack Richards, Box 206, Woodland, 
CA 95695

MEDRIENA will peer into the future for 
you using her God-given power. Send three 
3uestions, latest photo (returned) and $10.00 

onation.— Medriena, P.O. Box 843, Cora­
opolis, PA 15108

ANITA— three questions, $5. Price list 
free.- Box 961, Scarboro, ME 04074-0961

POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK 
will cast spells for money, love, luck, protec­
tion. Free details.— Raphiel, Box 470815, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76147

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 
30 years’ experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.— Sybil How­
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory 
spell. Powerful! $1.00.— Karen, Box 942, 
Bellflower, CA 90706 

$2.00 PER QUESTION. Send three or more 
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped 
envelope.— Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., Sche­
nectady, NY 12303

FREE TRUTH about evil spirits. — Ruth, 
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel, Liverpool LI53HT England

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.— 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

FREE! 1987 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope.— 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam- ORACLE taps universal consciousness, 
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU Answers five questions, $5.00. — Victoria 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading, O'Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
$10.00 cash/m.o. New York, NY 10009
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PERSONAL PYRAMIDS
ESP LABORATORY. The new research 
service group can help you. For FREE 
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
75117

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, S5.00.

PRODUCT8
HANDCRAFTED RUNES. Amber essence, 
incense, herbs, oils, crystals. Send 22c stamp: 
Moonstone Products, Dept. F, Box 161, 
Harbor City, CA 90710-0161

GET THE BEST! Order your books and 
supplies from the Moonstar catalog, $2.00.— 
38422 Lake Shore, Willoughby, OH 44094

BLESSED MOTHER OF PEARL: Ankh, 
$3.00; Zodiak pendants, $7.00; Zodiak ear­
rings, $6.50; crosses, $3.50. J&K Box 211-F, 
Crestwood, KY 40014

CRYSTALS AND STONES can bring a 
new dimension to your life and relationships. 
We offer handcrafted jewelry, pendulums 
and meditation headbands, quartz crystals, 
crystal balls, pyramids and more, all at 
affordable prices. Trance readings available. 
Catalog, $1.00 refundable.— Mind's 1, Dept. 
F, Box 446, Kulpsville, PA 19443

ST. AELRED MEDAL (patron of gays) 
with chain, $5.00.— Benson, 215 Beaumont 
Blvd., Pacifica, CA 94044-1408

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, set in pewter. Pend­
ant is over 5/8* in diameter on an 18* silver- 
plated link chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle ear­
rings are 3/8* in diameter on silver-plated 
drops, $8.95. Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog. Pyramids, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130.

RELIGION
ESOTERIC METAPHYSICS: Spirit re­
news prayerful lifestream of inward whole­
ness.— Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, 
Chicago, IL 60690-1554

FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 22c stamp. — Peyton’s, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST'S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. — 
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216

RUNE MAGIC
THE KNIGHTS OF RUNES. We teach the 
true ancient rune magic! The most powerful 
magical art! Complete home study course.— 
Box 2070, Decatur, GA 30031

SELF IMPROVEMENT
“INTIMATE CELEBRATION” meditation/ 
motivation tape. Reveals spiritual law of self 
discovery and peace. Quiets anger. Decom­
poses fear. Clears path for individual growth. 
$9.00 — Prakrti, Box 5041, Napa, CA 94559

FREE CATALOG. 150 subliminal tapes.— 
Lawson, Box 71 l-F, Poteet, TX 78065

SORCERY
THE SORCERER’S GUIDE, paperback 
book describing the laws governing psychic 
assassination. $2.95 postpaid. — Gould, 
P.O. Box 398074, Miami Beach, FL 33139

YOU CAN DEVELOP your mind, perfect 
self, gain power, achieve mastery. Yahwistic 
secrets now revealed. Send $1.00 for details 
and 30-minute tape. Write Chaffin, WS- 
MME, Rt.2, Box I79M, Eclectic, AL 36024
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EXERCISE YOUR INNER EYE! Imagina­
tion exercises, healing imagery, ESP and 
more! Catalog, $1.00.— Guided Visualiza­
tions, Box 2713, Santa Maria, CA 93455 

“STRANGE DISCOVERIES.” True, chil­
ling accounts. $10.00 each audio cassette. 
Volumes 1, 2, or 3. “A collector’s must.”— 
Thane Theis, 3875 Melton St., Santa Cruz, 
CA 95062

TAROT
UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider 
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho­
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur 
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu­
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card 
features a symbolic picture that aids read­
ings. Cards measure 2’4 x 4И and bear Eng­
lish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44- 
page instruction booklet, $10.00 plus $1.00 
К age handling. Foreign, $2.00— Venture

kshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

У -

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free. 
— Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

iI ЛШШюЛШт. -
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Seren­
ity Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone 
between Finger and thumb to induce medita­
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in 
the tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces 
relaxation, opens the mind’ inner doors. 
Only $4.00 each postpaid. Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette 
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18*, on heavy 
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his 
kind in a magic realm, our powerful Unicorn 
stands alert and ready to explode into action. 
His superb presence will lend enchantment 
to your home. Only $4.95, plus $1.50 postage­
handling,— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, IL 60035

ORIENTAL MAGIC MIRROR. Used to 
protect against “evil eye" and to bring luck, 
money and harmony to homes and busi­
nesses. $ 15.00,— Solomon Star Trading Pte. 
Ltd., No. 51 Cheng Soon Garden, Singapore 
2159.

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in 
your world with “I Ching Cards” — a new 
visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys­
tem of divination and revelation. Complete 
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yin and 
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction, 
$10.00 plus $1.00 postage/handling. For­
eign, $2.00.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, II. 60035

QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially 
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en­
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch. 
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones 
like these in streambeds, believed them 
sacred and magical. Can they heal, bring 
luck, prophetic visions? Three quartz crystal 
baubles of varied sizes, about 3/4* to Г, in 
carry-around bag of black velvet, with scroll 
relating their legend, $9.50, plus postage/ 
handling: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign.- Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

VOODOO
FREE VOODOO INFORMATION on our 
home study course and spell kits. We teach 
all power secrets! Love, luck, hexes. Material 
included.— Box 1842-F, New York, NY 
10013

HOLY VOODOO taught by mail. Free 
details. Men, women, write: Holy Voodoo, 
P.O. Box 341, New York, NY 10021

HAITIAN VOODOO MASTERS help and 
teach by mail. Details free.— LBT Pub­
lisher, P.O. Box 964, New York, NY 10150

WITCHCRAFT
AUTHENTIC WITCHCRAFT! Your com­
plete occult needs center: Books, courses, 
supplies, services. $6.00 for catalog. — Mys­
tique Books, P.O. Box 131, WI Rapids, W1 
54494
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WITCHCRAFT
WITCHCRAFT AND BRUJERIA sup­
plies. Oils, candles, incense, more! Free 
catalog!— The Silver Cauldron, P.O. Box 
3765, Gardena, CA 90247-7465

AUTHENTIC ANCIENT WITCHCRAFT. 
Send SASE to Red Cap Press, Box 212, 
Enumclaw, WA 98022

ANCIENT MAGIC MYSTERIES. World’s 
first and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers 
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination. Free 
information.— Box 1366, Nashua, NH 
03061

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 126 pages! 
Over 6000 books, jewelry, herbs, oils, tapes, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. — 
International, 8050-F Webb, North Holly­
wood, CA 91605

WITCHCRAFT - HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world’s fore­
most witches, teach you how. — Box 1502- 
FC, New Bem, NC 28560

LARGEST SELECTION spiritual, occult 
supplies. Candles, lottery, perfumes, etc. 
Catalog Free —Wizard Supply, 1908 Bev­
erly Blvd., #104-E, Los Angeles, CA 90057

BLACK WITCH’S STONE, $5.00.- P. 
Brown, Box 141, Panaca, NV 89042

INCENSE, RITUALS, crystals. Tarot, 
books, oils. Complete metaphysical sup­
plies. $2.00 catalog refundable with order.— 
Coven Gardens, Box 1064F, Boulder, CO 
80306

WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL: 6 Books, 
$12.00. Complete course, $35.00. 2 maga­
zines, $3.00.—Martello, 153 West 80, New 
York, NY 10024

GET SALES for your product or service 
with an ad here. FATE readers are con­
firmed mail order buyers—and numerous 
enough to pack a couple of superbowls. Send 
your order to: Adv. Dept., FATE Magazine, 
500 Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 
60035.

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 116) 

has an interesting illustration of the 
“spiritual” or “ghost” money which is 
burned to aid spirits in meeting their 
expenses on the other side.

The numerals on the bill clearly indi­
cate it is a 1000-unit note while the letter­
ing clearly reads “one hundred.” Per­
haps things are stranger on the “other 
side” than we know. — Craig S. Bell, 
Salyersville, Ky.

IN DEFENSE OF SETH
In “Report from the Readers” (Octo­

ber 1986 Fate) Michael R. Watson 
intended to raise questions regarding 
the authenticity of two claims made by 
the entity known as “Seth” who com­
municated through the mystic Jane 
Roberts.

I wonder if Watson is acquainted 
with the material given on page 411 of 
Seth Speaks: “The records would show 
one reign of one pope; but one, two or 
even three different men may have filled 
the position. . . There were also men 
called ‘Little Popes,’those in training of 
an ambitious nature and catered to.”

It is quite possible, as Seth said, that 
the records have been altered. Any art 
student can report incidences of fake 
masterworks and certainly fraudulent 
practices or even negligence have al­
tered many documents throughout the 
centuries. Lying for the purposes of po­
litical gain or immortality is hardly a 
20th-Century invention.

It is extremely difficult to translate 
proper names — especially if a histori­
cal time lapse occurs. That Jane Roberts 
guessed “Chartres” would have been 
natural; it was probably the name with 
which she was most familiar. Seth’s 
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peculiar brand of phonetic spelling is a 
quality with which his students are 
familiar. Therefore, I doubt the town 
was “Charterous” or “Charteris” but 
“Chateauroux” with a population of 
48,867 in the Department of Indre.

As for locating a town with a popula­
tion smaller than 500, I can only say 
that my former residence — Summer­
field, Ohio — is missing from the 
Hammond Whole Earth Atlas. If my 
incarnation is regressed 500 years from 
now, my residence might be given as 
Summerfield and the nearest large city 
as Columbus. Heaven help the person 
who tries to track that one down! — 
Elisabeth M. Murphy, Newark, Ohio.

CREATIVE VISUALIZATION
In 1957 when I was a senior in high 

school in Pittsburgh, a classmate asked 
me if I had a boyfriend. Since I was a 
very timid and unattractive young girl, I 
made one up. I told her 1 had a boy­
friend who was in the navy and his 
name was Donnie Red. I picked this 
name because my favorite brother 
Donald was in the navy and he was a 
redhead.

In 19591 married a United States Air 
Force sergeant and had a baby girl. Last 
year my daughter asked me for her birth 
certificate, a document I had never paid 
much attention to. When I found it to 
send to her, I noticed that the doctor 
who delivered her was Capt. Donald E. 
Red, USAF. — Mary Carol Henry, 
Tulsa, Okla.

CLARIFICATION
In “Do You Know When You’re 

Dreaming?” (June 1986 Fate) Jayne 
Gackenbach stated that TMers may be 
using lucidity as an exercise. As a 

teacher of Transcendental Meditation, 
I wish to clarify a few points.

TM is a simple, natural, effortless 
technique which has been handed down 
to us through the Vedic tradition of 
India. By practicing TM, one can tran­
scend the limited state of awareness to 
experience that unbounded transcen­
dental awareness. Through continued 
practice, this becomes fully and per­
manently established in the self. It is 
called Cosmic Consciousness.

In that state, one can experience what 
is known as “witnessing”—inner wake­
fulness or awareness of self at all times 
— during deep sleep, dreaming and 
wakefulness. Nothing has to be done to 
maintain this inner wakefulness, for it 
has become a permanent part of the 
individual’s awareness. — Krisstal 
Handlin, Fairfield, Iowa.

COOPERATIVE ANTS
Reviewing back issues of Fate, I 

came across Sebi Breci’s account of 
talking to ants (September 1982 Fate). 
It reminded me of a similar experience I 
had in June 1975. In the process of mov­
ing into a small rented house in Philo­
math, Oreg., I found ants crawling 
around the kitchen sink, the bathroom 
sink, on the floor — all over. I started to 
kill them but it was a hopeless task.

On impulse a couple of days later I 
decided to talk to the ants, as Breci did. 
I picked quite a large one in the kitchen 
sink as a likely prospect.

“Now, listen,” I said, “this is my 
house and I don4 want you in it. If you 
insist on staying inside, I’m going to kill 
every one of you. If you leave and go 
outside where you belong, I’ll not harm 
you.”

The next morning, no more ants!
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This space contributed 
as a public service.

YES, THERE IS 
LIFE AFTER

BREAST CANCER. 
AND THAT’S THE 
WHOLE POINT.” 

-Ann Jillian
A lot of women are so 

afraid of breast cancer 
they won’t practice breast 
self-examination or ask 
their doctor about a 
mammogram. And that’s 
what frightens me.

Take it from someone 
who’s been through it all: 
Life is just too wonderful to 
give up on.

But to enjoy it, you do 
have to give up being afraid 
to take care of yourself.

AMERICANФ CANCER 
? SOCIETY

Get a checkup. Life is worth it.

They were on the ground and sidewalk 
near the back door. Some time later, 
when my mother came from Minnesota 
to visit, she saw the ants near the back 
door and prepared to step on them. I 
quickly said, “No, no, Mother — don’t 
step on those ants! We have a pact.” 
Then I told her the way 1 got the ants 
out of the house.

I never harmed them outside and had 
to warn visitors who came to the back 
door to avoid stepping on them. — Glo­
ria Foster, Philomath, Oreg.

AFTERWORLD SLAVERY
In the article on Huzur Sawan Singh 

(“The Sage, the Saint and the Yogi,” 
November 1986 Fate), author David 
Christopher Lane describes a blissful 
utopia which, if he is accurate, makes 
the afterworld desirable. Several dis­
turbing ideas need clarification.

The author indicates that a follower 
becomes absorbed into an infinite ocean 
(God) of consciousness. This implies 
that any effort an individual makes in 
life as a person is sacrificed to perpetu­
ate that God, much as a vampire seeks 
blood to survive. Any effort a person 
makes to clarify his own identity or “I- 
awareness” is wasted, useless effort. 
Individual initiative in any adventure is 
useless because it creates separateness 
from God. By implication, all democ­
racy and self-discipline become dan­
gerous.

Another idea embedded in author 
Lane’s utopia is that death is more 
desirable than life. This implies that 
suicide is more desirable than frustrated 
living out of karmic problems. This 
seems to contradict the very meaning of 
karma as a vehicle of learning in soul 
development.
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I wonder if these spiritual adepts are 
recruiting puppets for a type of after­
world slavery scheme. — Ken Will­
oughby, Fairacres, N. Mex.

MUMMY CUTUPS
“The Missing Mummy” (October 

1986 Fate) reported the Egyptians’ 
recent discovery of a 24-ton granite sar­
cophagus more than 3000 yean old 
which had been designed to hold the 
mummy of Ramses H’s prime minister. 
The feature concluded:

“The sarcophagus was empty. An­
cient tomb robbers had drilled a hole in 
the lower portion to extract the trea­
sures that must have been buried with 
the mummy. But how was the mummy 
removed?”

The question seems to assume that 
the mummy necessarily had been re­
moved entire. Why not in pieces? 
Ground into powder, mummies were 
valuable as panaceas. They were also 
used as fertilizer and as fuel, always 
scarce in Egypt. Sawed into sections, 
the mummy may have been removed 
through the hole, glued back together 
and sold to an unscrupulous museum 
curator or wealthy collector.

Consider the case of the Fourth Dyn­
asty queen whose tomb was at the bot­
tom of a deep shaft, according to hiero­
glyphics at the site. Archaeologists and 
notables eagerly attended the opening 
but found neither queenly mummy nor 
treasure and no sign of a break-in.

It may be that neither mummy nor 
treasure ever reposed in the sarcopha­
gus. It held only the attenuated rever­
berations of the curses of disappointed 
tomb robbers. — Jo Filardo, New York, 
N. Y.

I
 THE GREATEST 

UNSOLVED 
UFO MYSTERY

To answer skeptics who still believe UFO's 
are a modern hoax, one has only to turn the 
pages of history to several other flaps of 
bygone days. One of the most celebrated is the 
flood of reports of airships seen all over the 
world in 1896-97.

People began seeing them in California. The 
reports spread to the midwestem. southeastern 
and eastern states and continued through the 
following year. Soon reports came from New 
Zealand. South Africa and Great Britain. 
Many of them were believable and convin­
cingly documented.

Yet no known airships were flying anywhere 
in the world at this time:

Daniel Cohen explores this phenomenon in 
“The Great Airship Mystery,”a 212-page hard­
cover book offered at the bargain price of 
$7.95. plus shipping-handling: $1.00 U.S.A.; 
$2.00 foreign. Order from:

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 240, Highland Park, IL 00030

Ho» YOU can p,pakp...

THE ART 
OF 

THOUGHT 
READING

Dunninger has amazed millions with his 
feats of thought reading on TV. How did he 
decipher sealed messages, see through 
steel walls and road playing cards from a 
sealed dock? Here ho reveals his methods 
— and hero's the opportunity to put them to 
work in your life.

In simple language. Dunninger explains 
how to "tune In to thought waves and re­
ceive mental Images projected by others 

how to combine common sense and an 
understanding of people to accomplish 
seemingly unbelievable feats of mental te- 
Ttw Art^of Thought heeding is aveilaWe only from 
PATI st th» low price of SZas phis SI Л0 poetege- 
hendUng. Order now! Send chock or M.O to:

FATE Magazine
Р.ОЛ. 249, Highland Park, IL 80036



WHAT HAS FATE Ш STORE 
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Mary Fuller’s report on stories 
planned for future issues:

® Are children attuned to an in­
visible world of psychic phenomena 
and mystical experience? Yes, says 
an investigator who has collected 
their accounts of journeys into 
realms unknown to most adults.
® "Exceptional human functions” ' 

are what Chinese scientists call . 
ESP. Such "functions" are said to 
include the ability to see without 
sight and to teleport objects over r 
distances—claims that have aston- | 
ished and perplexed Western para- | 
psychologists.
® Why do people go to psychics? | 

Is psychic advice helpful or harm- • 
ful? Why are growing numbers of ! 
people choosing to listen to psy- ! 
chics instead of psychiatrists? An- ! 
thropologist Geri-Ann Galanti exam- ! 

ines a surprising social trend.

00 He was called the Hermit of the | 
Santa Fe Trail, a peculiar old man I 
who healed the sick and performed I 
miracles that even now, over a cen- I 
tury later, seem inexplicable. |



NOW. . .
After 40 years

HAND CRAFTED 
CRYSTAL BALLS
Before World War II a limited number of 

man-made crystal balls were available in this 
country from Austria and Czechoslovakia. 
During and after the war the supply came to an 
end. Over the many intervening years we sought 
new sources of genuine hand-crafted leaded crys­
tal balls, but the specimens we obtained had too 
many flaws.

Now, however, we are able to offer a limited 
supply of superb 32c/( leaded crystal balls in four 
different sizes, with specially designed stands! 
All balls are superior quality crystal, imported 
from Italy.

They are gorgeous, near perfect—the next best 
thing to quartz crystal available—and at a frac­
tion of the cost. Genuine quartz balls in these sizes 
would range from $300 to more than $10,000.

1.56-lnch crystal ball, small
brass Dolphin Stand w/24K gold ,-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
overlay $29 95 VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
2.34-lnch crystal ball, medium J<nd me Crystal Balks) checked below. I enclose
bnsa Dolphin Stand w/24K gold I □ check □ money order for $_______________ .
overlay ............................ $49.95 I (1) □ 1.56-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand..........$29 95

(2) □ 2.34-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand..........$49 95
3.94-inch crystal ball, large solid (3) □ 3.94-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand.........$74 95
brass Sea Serpent stand ... $74.95 (4) □ 4.93-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand........$135 00

I Please add postage & handling as follows:
SPECIAL ORDER! Balls (1) & (2) add $2.50. Ball (3) add $4.00U.S.A.. $6.50 Foreign.

4 93-lnch crystal ball extra large brass ] Ball (4) add $5.00 U.S.A ; $7.50 Foreign. Please allow 8 weeks for 
Sea Serpent stand ............. $135.00 I Name" ° *

I Address______________________________________
I City, State, Zip ________________________________
I I understand that these Balls are not acrylic or other plastic and
I are not quartz, but hand-crafted of 32% lead crystal.

ORDER NOW! 
Complete with



MEDITATION
The Psychic Bridge.

Have you ever experienced a sense of fu­
tility-seemed to be thwarted in your ac­
complishment? Have you ever struggled 
for a new vital idea or solution to a prob­
lem? Behind your thinking mind may lie 
the very answer, the inspiration or vision 
you need.
You have a tremendous reservoir of men­
tal power waiting to be called forth. It lies 
just beyond your surface thoughts. True 
meditation is not idle random thinking— 
or mere concentration which ties the mind 
to fixed ideas. It is a technique that opens 
channels to the full power of mind and a 

realization of self. Every stupendous 
achievement — in anyone's life — began 
first with meditation.
THIS FREE BOOK EXPLAINS
Meditation is neither strictly an oriental 
nor occidental practice or fantasy. It is a 
natural function of mind power. Let the 
Rosicrucians (not a religion), an interna­
tional society of men and women devoted 
to the study of natural laws, explain this 
marvelous phenomenon of meditation to 
you. Write today for the free book, Mas­
tery of Life. It tells how you may use this 
technique for a fuller life.

Please use this coupon

SCRIBE: NHG

Ж 
ROSICRUCIANS 

(АМОИС)

San Jose, Calif. 95191 U.S.A.

! Scribe NHG
! The ROSICRUCIANS (AMORC)
; San Jose, California 95191 U.S.A.
I I am sincerely interested in the practical application of 
I meditation and related natural laws. Please send me a free 
; copy of MASTERY OF LIFE.

[ Address...........?.............................................. .........................
; City.................................. State.......................... Zip..............




