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Updated and Revised!
Catherine Ponder’s 

Popular HEALING BOOKS
Companion Books

Of
Healing

The
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Secrete 
of the 
Ages

♦
Describes the basic laws of 
the mind that have been 
known and used for centuries, 
for experiencing greater 
wholeness.

Describes the 12 advanced 
mind powers, where they are 
located, and how they can be 
activated for experiencing 
greater wholeness.

Both books relate countless stories of people who 
have used these spiritual methods with satisfying 
results.

Priced at $6.95 each

Order direct from
UNITY WORLDWIDE

Box 1709, Palm Desert, CA 92261

Book dealers and churches, order from publisher 
DeVORSS & CO., Box 550, Marina del Rey, CA 90294



AMTHA

"As long as you look outside of yourself 
for reasons and answers, you will never hear 
the voice within you — the giver of all truth 
and the creator of all that is. ”

Ramtha is a remarkable intelligence 
of profound Insight and understanding. 
This book Is an Impeccably edited col­
lection of his most Important and 
dynamic audiences. RAMTHA so beau­
tifully Illuminates the nature of life’s 
adventures and challenges that nothing 
will ever look the same again.
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HYPNOSIS AND MIND POWER BOOKS
TOTAL MIND POWER - Donald Wilton, M.D. $10.00
Applies hypnosis to a wide range of problems: memory, pain, eyesight, sexual 
response, ESP, weight, smoking and more.
HYPNOSIS WITH FRIENDS AND LOVERS - Freda Morris, Ph.D. M OO
How to choose the right partner for practice. Then word-for-word sugges­
tions, from improving musical skills to enhancing lovemaking.
HANDBOOK OF SELF-HYPNOSIS - Harry Arons $10.00
A pioneer in developing innovations in self hypnosis, His system developed 
from 40 years of teaching, writing and private practice.
HANDBOOK OF PROFESSIONAL HYPNOSIS - Harry Arona $15.00
Guides the hypnotist who wants to set up a private practice.
NEW MASTER COURSE IN HYPNOTI8M — Harry Arons $17.50
This is the book we use in course No. 3 of our company training program
because it contains word-for-word inductions we practice. Includes deepening, 
post-hypnotic suggestions and how to test for various depths.
CLINICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL HYPNOSIS - Wm. Kroger, M.D. $30.00
The best reference book available today. Covers almost every known method 
of induction and applies them to dozens o* problems.
HYPNOTHERAPY — Dave Elman $24.00
Elman specialized in healing. He shows how anyone can achieve speed, depth, 
anesthesia. Since his death it's a collector’s item.
PROFESSIONAL STAGE HYPNOTISM - Ormond McGill $20.00
The father of stage hypnotism explains how to select subjects and the secret 
of showmanship, staging and dozens of routines.
PAST LIVES - FUTURE LIVES - Dr. Bruce Goldberg M.05
How to take subjects back in time and forward into the future.
PEAK PERFORMANCE - Charles Garfield, Ph.D. $15.00
This world-class weight lifter shows how Olympic winners achieved their best 
performance through mental exercise and how to apply it in any sport.
SELF HYPNOSIS FOR ALLERGY CONTROL - John Lacclnola $12.05
With these easy mental exercises you can turn off allergy symptoms at will.
NATURAL BUST ENLARGEMENT WITH MIND POWER - Donald Wilson, M.D. $0.00 
Based on reports of breast enlargement in scientific literature and on the 
author's success in private practice. A safe, natural method that has 
produced increases of one to three inches.
GETTING WELL AGAIN - Carl Simonton, M.D. $15.00
By the radiation therapist who proved the mind can influence cancer, some­
times to the point of complete remission. Based on his experience with 
hundreds of patients at his cancer clinic. Tells how to do it.

SHIPPING INFORMATION ON BOOKS: Add S2 Hret book; |1 each additional
SELF-HYPNOSIS TRAINING ON CASSETTE TAPE

Four (4) hours of recordings of the training program in our company school. Includes 
achieving self hypnosis in seconds; how to formulate suggestions; how to recognize you 
are in hypnosis and other topics. Includes printed outlines. $55.00, plus $5 shipping.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
GROSS POINT MEDICAL CENTER 017

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 U.S.A.
Telephone: 312-676-9151
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CLAIM YOUR MIRACLE NOW!
How to awaken 
the cosmic powers 
within you

Your miracle awaits within you 
now! Astara’s Book of Life, a 
home study program acclaimed 
for over a third of a century by 
thousands of seekers around the 
world, gives you the key to the 
mysteries of life, death, God, your 
subconscious and superconscious 
powers, that can transform your 
life and bring you fulfillment, 
healing, prosperity, spiritual 
unfoldment.

Astara, a New Age Mystery 
School, reveals these arcane and 
long hidden teachings to you, the 
seeker, who is ready now to claim 
your divine birthright of love, 
wisdom, abundance, Self- 
Mastery.

Free Booklet
Our free gift scroll, Finding 

Your Place in the Golden Age, 
gives further details. No obliga­
tion. Claim your miracle now by 
mailing the coupon below today.

Ast»

City

Earlyne and Robert Chaney 
ASTARA (NON-PROFIT) 
P.O. Box 5003
Upland, CA 91785

FXBO
Name

Address

.State. -ZIP________
^star<^Helpin^eeker^inc^95^^^.
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
There are no unnatural or super­
natural phenomena, only very large 
gaps in our knowledge of what is 
natural.... We should strive to fill 
those gaps of ignorance.

—Edgar D. Mitchell 
Apollo 14 Astronaut

ONLY 443 years ago Andreas 
Vesalius published the first 
accurate anatomical descriptions of 

the human body. Unfortunately his 
findings contradicted much of the 
work of the famous Greek physi­
cian Claudius Galen whose work 
was gospel at the time. As a result, 
when Vesalius published The Fabric 
of Man the Inquisition threatened 
him with execution. He made a pil­
grimage to the Holy Land (1564) in 
fulfillment of the condition for com­
mutation of his death sentence. 
Galen’s influence was so strong that 
his erroneous theories of health and 
disease had prevented the evolution 
of any new ideas and practices for 
nearly 1500 years!

If the church had prevailed and 

science still followed Galen few of 
the marvelous new studies of health 
and medicine would have taken 
place, the sensational increases in 
average life span of humans would 
be nonexistent and even the theory 
of germs as a cause for disease 
would never have been born.

Is there an essential difference 
between the attitudes of the reli­
gious Establishment in Vesalius’ 
case and between the present-day 
attitudes of the Fundamentalist 
churches seeking to turn back the 
clock of science and pressure every­
one—legislatures, schools, courts, 
news media, churches—to believe 
what was disproved a century ago?

00
WHAT DIFFERENCE?

THE CREATIONISTS believe 
that certain Bible stories are 
true and evolution is false or at least 

unproven. Creation “science” holds 
that animals and plants were created 
by God in immutable “kinds” and 
that fossils were created during the 
flood of Noah—a claim proved
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wrong more than 100 years ago. 
Creation “science” even holds that 
physics is wrong when it uses radio­
active clocks to date the earth or 
gauge the distance to the stars be­
cause the starlight has taken longer 
to reach earth than the Creationists 
believe the universe has existed.

Stephen Jay Gould, a paleontol­
ogist at Harvard University, charges 
Creationism with calling for a 
“miraculous suspension of natural 
laws” and a failure to abandon the­
ories that have been tested and 
proved wrong.

The organized political pressures 
of the Creationists through their 
Fundamentalist churches are serious 
enough that 72 Nobel laureates and 
24 scientific organizations attacked 
them last August in a public mani­
festo.

Their influence is damaging to 
this country in two ways.

First, by trying to impose false 
teachings on the public schools. 
The incidence of their attempting to 
censor both books and curriculums 
has increased 35 percent in the past 
year. Anthony T. Podesta, presi­
dent of People for the American 
Way, says almost 60 percent of the 
efforts by the Fundamentalists to 
infiltrate the public schools were 
attempts to censor ideas, informa­
tion and teaching methods in the 
classroom. “Censors today don’t 
just ban books, they want to ban 
ideas that differ from their own,” he 
reports. In the past school year 39 

percent of the attacks on library 
books and curriculums actually led 
to removal or restriction of the 
materials.

00
THE END OF TIME?

A SIXTH of the biology texts 
used in schools do not men­

tion evolution at all; half cover it 
inadequately. In Florence, S. C., 
the school board voted to remove 
the Merriam-Webster College Dic­
tionary from school libraries be­
cause parents objected to some of 
its word definitions. The Funda­
mentalist Citizens for Excellence in 
Education is pledged to “take com­
plete control of all local school 
boards.”

Another of the doctrines of the 
Fundamentalists, as evoked by such 
well-known evangelists as Jerry Fal­
well, Pat Robertson and Hal Lind­
sey, is “millennialism”—the doc­
trine that holds the end of time is 
near. Recently the Lutheran Coun­
cil in the U.S.A, issued a paper 
denouncing this idea as theologi­
cally false. Millennialism teaches 
that the Bible, especially in the 
books of Daniel and Revelation, 
provides a calendar of crises that 
signal the approaching end of the 
world. The Lutherans say this inter­
pretation of the Bible is arbitrary. 
They challenge the idea that “all 
history is a ‘countdown’ stage to­
ward the end" and that the end is 
near. “Our Lord did not say when
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He would return,” their document 
states.

00
IT HURTS AMERICA

THE SECOND reason for oppos­
ing this nonsense is the unscien­
tific attitude it breeds. 1 recently 

read a detailed study of the scien­
tific and technical backwardness of 
the Soviet Union. The Soviets are 
estimated to be at least 10 years 
behind us and falling farther and 
farther behind. 

The reason for this, the study 
says, lies in their near-religious 
orthodoxy and resistance to any 
ideas which seem to contradict the 
gospel as spoken by the Central 
Committee. The official state com-

mitment to Lysenko, which set 
Soviet agriculture back by a decade 
and resulted in the persecution of 
the experts who disagreed with his 
theories, is only an exaggerated 
example of the way the Soviet state 
works.

The Kremlin’s obsession with 
orthodoxy prevents the free ex­
change of ideas. It limits the sub­
jects of research. It discourages the 
workers from being creative; they 
know they can be persecuted if their 
work turns out to be less successful
than they hoped. Meanwhile the 
system is plagued with duplication 
of effort, inefficiency and continual 
cover-ups of failures.

Science needs a free flow of ideas 
without fear of censorship from any

contw*^ \\
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ORDER TODAY

LIFE NEVER DIES
Special to FATE readers ONLY: $1.00

You will also receive absolutely free 
of charge a six-month introductory 
subscription to a beautiful metaphysical 
magazine: ABUNDANT LIVING. _______

ABUNDANT LIVING,DEPT. F,BOX 100,SAN DIEGO,CA 92138
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Pythagoras, St Francis, Kabir, 
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There is a path known 
to few but practiced by many 
down thru the ages...

The Secret Science as taught by 
Paul Twitchell, the modern day 
founder of the Ancient Teachings 
of the Masters, to his successor 
Darwin Gross
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The greatest book on the 
greatest of lost lands ...

ATLANTIS
The Antediluvian World
THE CLASSIC ILLUSTRATED 

EDITION OF 1882

This first and most popular of all books on 
Atlantis sparked the whole modern cult of the mar­
velous lost continent, first described by Plato more 
than 2,000 years ago.

Author Ignatius Donnelly was a scholar who 
served eight years as a Congressman. On the basis 
of his long and intensive researchhe concluded that 
before it sank beneath the waves Atlantis was a 
major power. It boasted magnificent buildings, 
enjoyed immense riches and colonized Egypt and 
South America. Donnelly recreates the world of 
Atlantis — its gods and rulers, its daily life, its 
catastrophic wars and its ultimate destruction. 
Rich in information on the history and mythology 
of the ancient world, this prodigious work is an 
important reference for modern research on Atlan­
tis. 490 pages, hardbound.

Only $9.95
Plus postage-handling: 

$1.00 U.S.A.; $2.00 Foreign.
Ç——---------------------------
• VENTURE BOOKSHOP •
• P.O. Box 248, Highland Park, IL 60035 |
• Please send me by return mail___ copy lies) of •
J "Atlantis: The Antediluvian World." I understand that * 
I this is a Classic Edition with 130 black and white | 
I illustrations. I
I I
} 1 enclose □ check □ money order for $____ |
I plus postage handling: $1.00 U.S.A.; $2.00 foreign |

Name
I I

source. No one knows where or 
when the next breakthrough will 
come.

00
RELIGIOUS AMERICA

A RECENT Gallup Poll shows 
remarkably consistent reli­

gious beliefs and practices in this 
country over the past 50 years. 
Despite all we have heard about 
changing folkways and social 
mores, a belief in God, the divinity 
of Jesus, prayer, Bible reading, 
church attendance and membership 
and “confidence in religious institu­
tions” have changed little over that 
entire time span.

The Gallup organization has pub­
lished its findings in a 57-page 
golden anniversary summary of 
data covering the period since the 
1930’s. At the same time the report 
comments on the consistency of 
belief over the 50 years. It states 
that another consistent factor has 
been the “glaring lack” of knowl­
edge and “superficiality” about 
religion. A typical respondent says 
he worships because “it makes me 
feel good” rather than because it 
brings out his need to repent or to 
do God’s will. Ninety-five percent 
of Americans say they believe in 
God but only about two-thirds be­
lieve in a personal God who watches 
over, helps and judges people — the 
God of the Bible. Only 40 percent of 
those questioned say they attend 
church each week.
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How important is religion in their 
lives? About 56 percent say it is 
important — compared with 75 
percent who found it important in 
1956. The report, however, is hope­
ful; it says recent trends suggest 
renewed interest in religion, greater 
participation in Bible-study groups 
and a greater interest in religion on 
college campuses. Students, they 
say, want to see religion play a 
bigger part in public life.

00
REVISING THE BIBLE?

BEFORE WE abandon the sub­
ject of religion, we wish to 
comment on a special study now 

under way on one of the oldest 
manuscripts of the Gospels ever 
found. The text is called Syriac 
Sinaiticus 30 and was written be­
tween A.D. 350 and 420 but the ink 
was scraped off and the parchment 
was reused. Two experts, from the 
University of Southern California 
and Princeton University, plan to 
read the original script by computer 
enhancement.

It was discovered in 1892 by a 
British woman, Agnes Smith Lewis, 
who did a translation of all its 364 
pages. A few experts regard the 
manuscript as being of surpassing 
importance. Its importance has not 
been generally acknowledged, how­
ever, because scholars have not been 
able to check the accuracy of Lewis’ 
translations. Three separate efforts 
were made to photograph the manu-

MATTER, LIFE, EVOLUTION

By John Q. Elliott, D.A., M.S.
Learn about your relationship with 

your second invisible bioelectromag- 
netic plasmic body. This body (some­
times called spirit) is with you always, 
both in and out of the flesh. It contains 
the qualities and attributes of your 
individual personality.

This enlightening new philosophy 
leads to a more serene and stress-free 
life.

Send check or M.O. for your copy 
today.

Hardcover $7.55 postpaid 
Softcover $5.50 postpaid

Order from:
GIBSON-HILLER CO., PUBLISHER 
P.O. Box 22F, Dayton, OH 45406

THE VIEW FROM ETERNITY 
by Vaughan Shelton

History Is A FRAUD!
To RUTH SHELTON'S unique clairvoyance, 

history was an open book. For 10 yean she 
worked with her historian husband on 19th 
Century research, for two published books. His 
documentation showed her information 100% 
accurate. In the same period, she wrote a library 
of discounes on the origin, progress and future of 
mankind - refuting history books.

Astounding data: Soul birth; advent of 
humanity; “missing ink;" ancient cultures; 
cause of the “Hood;” al humans not human; 
incredible Essenes; Bible authorship; NO global 
disaster coming; future world order and tech­
nology, etc. 196 pp.

VIEW FROM ETERNITY-s7m

FORBES NICHOLS. Publishing
Box 996. Pocatello. IO 83204 



14 FATE

script but the translations resulting 
from the attempt were unsatisfac­
tory.

Last July, James H. Charles- 
worth, a professor at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Bruce Zuck­
erman, a linguist-photographer of 
USC, and his brother Ken crossed 
the desert from Cairo to the St. 
Catherine Monastery of Mount 
Sinai where the manuscript is close­
ly guarded. The Zuckermans tried 
various combinations of film, light 
and filters before they discovered 
that ultraviolet light and a yellow 
filter brought out the underlying 
letters. Now computer enhance­
ment is expected to eliminate the 
darker script, which is a treatise on 
the lives of female saints written in 
the late Eighth Century.

The document is expected to clear 
up at least two extremely important 
questions. First, like two better- 
known Greek manuscripts, it shows 
the Gospel of Mark ending at 
Chapter 16, Verse 8, without the 
disciples’ seeing the risen Jesus. 
That scene is found in other texts of 
Mark. Apparently also, this script 
is the only manuscript of the Gos­
pels reporting that the three wise 
men saw Jesus’ star “from the east” 
rather than “in the east,” Charles- 
worth told the Associated Press.

00
THE LATEST ADAM

Paleoanthropologists
have “known” that the human 

family tree was a sort of two­
pronged fork with Australopithe­
cus afarensis representing the main 
ancestral branch which then forked 
off with one branch leading to 
modern humans and the other con­
tinuing the Australopithecus line 
through africanus, robustus and 
boisei. Unfortunately, they’ve been 
wrong.

A new hominid fossil found on 
the west side of Lake Turkana in 
northern Kenya has upset all these 
neat chartings of the human family. 
The new cranium was discovered by 
Alan Walker of Johns Hopkins 
University. It is a million years 
older than the Homo erectus boy’s 
skeleton discovered in 1984 — spe­
cifically the newly-discovered fossil 
is 2.5 million years old — but it 
shows confusing characteristics 
which have the world’s scholars in 
an uproar.

First, it has facial characteristics 
that the scholars thought evolved 
perhaps as much as a million years 
later. Second, along with the 
“advanced” face it has a primitive 
cranium. In addition, the new skull 
has a high bony crest, resembling 
the bone of a bird’s breast and hav­
ing the same purpose: to anchor 
heavy chin and jaw muscles.

The new skull probably is not in 
the direct human line but it may be 
some time before paleontologists 
place it properly in our rapidly 
growing knowledge of our hominid 
ancestry.



Make dramatic changes in your life with the Larry Gar­
rett Self-Hypnosis Tapes ... easily ... in the comfort and 
privacy of your home. Self-hypnosis is a completely natural 
and convenient method to relax and overcome stress ... 
improve memory and concentration... overcome bad hab­
its ... sleep better ... lose weight ... increase energy ... be 
more self-confident... enhance job productivity.

Simply listen as Larry Garrett’s voice on cassette guides 
you into a light level of hypnosis. Natural sounds, vivid 
imagery and hypnotic music blend with positive suggestions 
for achieving your goal. Each program is recorded in Dol­
by* Stereo and is guaranteed to be the finest available.

If you are unhappy with your relationships, worried 
about your job performance, unable to stop smoking or get 
enough sleep, take charge now! Choose the cassette titles 
you need from the list below. At only $9.95 each, they are a 
bargain ticket to a brighter, richer world!

Relax... listen.... and 
CREATE A NEW YOU 
With the Larry Garrett 
Self-Hypnosis Tapes

MEET 
LARRY 
GARRETT
A clinical hypnotist, 
Larry Garrett oper­
ates one ot the larg-

vanced hypnosis clin­
ics in the nation. He
has reached millions
through TV. radio, 
seminars and private |
In Hollywood, he has hypnotized many
celebrities. He was the first to teach a eelf­
hypnosis course for the Chicago City 
Colleges, and has been an adult education 
instructor for the past 14 years. His self­
hypnosis cassettes are an extension of his 
clinical and teaching experience.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

Enclosed is □ check □ M.O. for tapes checked below at $9.95 each, total $ _______ , plus
postage/handling: $1.50 first tape. 75* each additional tape, U.S.; Foreign, add $1.00 additional.
□ 1-LOSE WEIGHT
□ 2-SELF-HYPNOSIS
□ 3-MEMORY Í CONCENTRATION
□ 4-SPECIAL SLEEP TAPE
□ 5-OUIT SMOKING
□ 6-FEELING MORE CONFIDENT
□ 7-SLEEPING BETTER
□ S-STRESS
□ 9-EXAMS
□ 10-FEEUNG MORE ATTRACTIVE
□ 11-BECOMING MORE ASSERTIVE
□ 12-ACCENTUATING CREATIVITY
□ 13-PROCRASTINATING LESS
□ 14NAIL BITING
□ I IMPROVING YOUR APPETITE
□ 16-ENJOYING YOUR JOB MORE
□ 17-FEELING MORE CONFIDENT

IN SALES

□ IB-FEELING RELAXED
BEFORE/AFTER SURGERY

□ IMPLYING. FEELING
MORE RELAXED

□ 20-FEELING MORE CONFIDENT
WHILE DRIVING

□ 21-FEELING LESS INHIBITED
WITH SELF-HYPNOSIS

□ 22-FEELING MORE ENERGETIC
□ 23-SPEAKING MORE EFFECTIVELY 
(j 24-FEELING HAPPIER
□ 25-SPECIAL..

PARENTAL STRESS TAPE

Name (print clearly)

□ 26-ENJOYING THE HOLIDAYS 
0 27-CONFIOENCE WITH

DENTAL VISITS
□ 2S-DEVEL0PINGA

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
□ 29-CONFIDENCE IN LIFE
□ 30-COMPETITIVE SPORTS
□ 31 -COPING WITH

ROAD FATIGUE
0 32-1MPROVE GOLF GAME
□ 33-IMPROVE TENNIS GAME
□ 34-BETTER STAGE

PERFORMANCE

City-State-Zip
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WHAT NEXT?

MELVIN Calvin is a Nobel 
Prize-winning research chem­
ist at the University of California at 

Berkeley. He has come up with a 
number of innovative ideas that he 
believes would help solve the 
world’s fuel crisis. Calvin says that 
modern plants could provide at 
least half of the fuel energy needs of 
the United States within the next 40 
years. Calvin looks at the fact that 
Brazil produces nearly half of its 
fuel from sugarcane but he thinks 
that’s not good enough.

“We would much prefer plants 
which would do the whole thing in 
one step — reduce all the way down 
to hydrocarbons,“ he told an inter­
national symposium at the Smith­
sonian last summer. Oddly enough, 
Calvin has found such a plant. He 
reported in 1979 that the Amazo­
nian copa-iba tree produces fuel 
that can go directly from the tree 
into a diesel-powered car’s tank. 
Since then Brazilian researchers 
have begun to grow a plantation of 
such trees and soon will have them 
ready for harvest.

Calvin says the gopher plant, 
grown on arid soils in this country, 
can produce the equivalent of 12 
barrels of oil per acre at prices that 
would be competitive if oil climbs 
again to $30 a barrel. Two other 
plants — P. undulatum and P. resin- 
iferum — also have great possibili­
ties. P. undulatum, which grows 
throughout the West Coast, has





18 FATE

grape-sized fruits sticky with oil. P. 
resiniferum, grown at high altitudes 
in the Philippines, produces fruits 
so oily they are used as torches.

00
THE ANTHROPOLOGY WARS

NOWHERE, apparently, are 
hostilities between rivals more 
bitter than within certain scientific 

disciplines — especially paleontol­
ogy and anthropology. It would be 
difficult to find more ill will than 
exists between the pioneering Lea­
key family of Kenya and the Donald 
C. Johanson-Timothy D. White 
team of the United States. Com­
pared with the paleontology wars, 
the quarrels between the debunkers 
and the parapsychologists look like 
mumblety-peg.

The Leakeys were among the 
pioneer fossil hunters in Africa and 
have been extremely adept in rais­
ing funds and getting publicity in 
addition to doing outstanding work. 
Johanson, a comparative latecomer 
to the field, found the famous fossil 
skeleton that he named “Lucy” in 
the Hadar area of Ethiopia. Johan­
son described Lucy as a new species 
and the oldest human ancestor — a 
claim the Leakeys vigorously dis­
pute.

But now the quarrel has intensi­
fied. The government of Tanzania 
and its national museum have given 
Johanson an exclusive 10-year priv­
ilege to survey the country and 
resume excavation in the Olduvai 

Gorge where Mary Leakey did pio­
neering work before her retirement 
in 1982.

It seems to be part of the human 
condition that people who do pio­
neering work in a given area come 
to think they own it. This attitude is 
hardly limited to paleontologists.

“There’s a good deal of irony in 
this and a lot of hurt feelings,” says 
Bruce Latimer, director of physical 
anthropology at the Cleveland Mu­
seum of Natural History, which was 
originally Johanson’s base. Latimer 
added, with considerable under­
statement, “It’s upset Mary Leakey 
quite a bit. Richard [her son] too. 
But there’s nothing they can do 
about it.”

00
SUPER ANCESTOR

THE MODERN human race 
may be descended from one 
woman after all but apparently 

Adam had little to do with it beyond 
the conventional genetic input. If 
so, the search for the “missing link” 
and other ancestors of man may be 
superfluous. They were all evolu­
tionary dead ends.

This wonder woman — who rep­
resented a new genetic break­
through in humans — lived in 
Africa 140,000 to 280,000 years 
ago, according to Allan Wilson, a 
professor at the University of Cali­
fornia at Berkeley. He suggests that 
earlier species of humans may have 
died out or been swept aside by the
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The Lost Books of the Bible were generally 
kept secret by the Church Fathers and never 
translated from the Greek or Latin until 1926, 
when the texts were first published. These 
books are all supplements to the New Testa 
ment and should not be confused with the 
“Apocrypha” of the Old Testament, which was 
omitted from the King James Version of the 
Bible after 1827.

Here are the Gospels of Peter and Nico­
demus and the two accounts of Christ’s in­
fancy (1 and П Infancy). The Gospel of Nico­
demus includes a vivid account of Christ’s 
descent into Hell between the Crucifixion and 
the Resurrection and describes his expulsion 
of Satan from Hell. Here too are accounts of 
Mary and her personal life.

The Gospel of Peter was once highly re­
garded, but was rejected because it differed 
too much from the chosen synopses. The 
Gospel of St. Thomas was rejected because it 
espoused the Gnostic view that salvation 
came through wisdom and knowledge rather 
than through faith and good works.

The formulation of early Church doctrines 
was marked by dissension, personal jealousy, 
intolerance, persecution and bigotry. Many of 
the books contained here were rejected be­
cause they contradicted the authority of Paul, 
although recommended by such authorities as 
Origin, Jerome and Tertullian.

This book was translated by William Wake, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who believed that 
the contents were too important to be over­
looked. In its 293 pages The Lost Books of the 
Bible helps tear away the veil of secrecy from 
the Church’s decision to accept some Scrip­
tures while rejecting others.
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descendants of this one super fe­
male.

Wilson and his colleagues under­
took this research after finding that 
a peculiarity of cell structure per­
mits only women to pass one class 
of genes to their offspring. “These 
genes occupy tiny suborgans called 
mitochondria,’’ says the Associated 
Press. The mitochondria are located 
within cells but outside the nucleus.

The particular mitochondrial 
DNA at issue is inherited only 
through the mother and undergoes 
mutations at the extremely low rate 
of two to four percent every million 
years. Wilson’s team calculated 
backward and tried to establish the 
time when all mitochondrial DNA 
in humans was the same. They 
estimated that to be 140,000 to 
280,000 years ago. Similar research 
has been done by Dr. Douglas Wal­
lace of Emory University and he 
agrees in general with the method 
but estimates the time span as closer 
to 100,000 years and the place Asia 
rather than Africa.

00
ABOMINABLE HOAX?

Expeditions still travel to 
the Himalayas in search of the 
ever-elusive yeti whose existence, 

although attested to in numerous 
reported sightings and tracks, is still 
doubted by most zoologists.

The yeti first came to the atten­
tion of the West in 1951 when Eric 
Shipton and Mike Ward, climbing
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a glacier near Mount Everest, said 
they had come upon giant human­
like footprints at 13,500 feet. The 
two photographs Shipton took of 
them were widely reproduced and 
initiated the continuing controversy 
about the possible presence of un­
known manlike apes (“abominable 
snowmen”) in the Himalayas.

The first picture showed a line of 
tracks heading across the snow. The 
second was a close-up of a single 
giant print, with two large toes on 
the right, then a gap, then three 
smaller toes. Measured against 
Ward's ice ax, the print was 13 
inches by eight, making it the size of 
a gorilla’s or a large bear’s. But no 
animal known to science makes a 
track like that.

Now a mountaineering historian, 
Audrey Salkeld, a Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society, is 
charging that this second print was 
“cooked,” its “toes” added by Ship­
ton’s knuckles. Salkeld notes that 
Shipton had a “puckish sense of 
humor” and was fond of practical 
jokes.

Writing in the London Daily Tele­
graph, Peter Gilman cites a number 
of contradictions in Shipton’s ac­
count, most notably conflicting 
accounts about whether one or two 
sets of tracks were involved. Origi­
nally Shipton implied that the sec­
ond photograph was taken of one 
print among the many that made 
the trail shown in the first. But he 
changed his story when primatolo-
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gist John Napier noted discrepan­
cies between the prints in the two 
pictures. Shipton told Napier that 
there were two sets of tracks and his 
second picture was taken of a print 
from a series found near the first.

Napier had been suspicious from 
the first. Although he is open- 
minded about the possibility of yeti­
like creatures, the print seemed to 
him zoologically impossible. Napi­
er’s scientific specialty is primate 
walking and no primate he could 
imagine would have a concave, 
rather than convex, ball of the foot.

Napier told the Daily Telegraph, 
“I never believed that footprint. It’s 
so phony.”

Shipton died in 1977 but Mike 
Ward, a doctor who serves as con­

sultant to a London hospital, denies 
the prints were a joke that got out of 
hand. He says he has always main­
tained there were two sets of prints; 
yet, as Gilman notes, Ward’s 1972 
autobiography mentions only one.

The most prominent doubter was 
the late Sir Edmund Hilary, who 
two years after Shipton’s recon­
naissance expedition to Everest be­
came the first man to reach the top 
of the mountain. Hilary thought the 
print had been “enhanced.”

00
CANNIBAL CONTROVERSY

Almost everybody be­
lieves that somewhere in the 
world people are regularly eating 

other people. That “almost every-
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body” includes anthropologists. But 
now some anthropologists are chal­
lenging this conventional wisdom.

William Arens of the State Uni­
versity of New York asserts flatly 
that ritualistic cannibalism (as op­
posed to survival cannibalism, 
when, for example, the victim of an 
airplane crash eats human flesh 
rather than starve to death) has 
never occurred in human history. 
“If I’m right,” he told Science, 
“anthropologists are engaged not in 
a lie, not in a hoax, but in a myth. 
They are retelling what is always 
assumed to be true.”

To that D. Carleton Gajdusek 
responds that the evidence of can­
nibalism in New Guinea is so over­
whelming that “it’s beneath my dig­
nity to answer the argument.” Gaj­
dusek, a member of the National 
Institute of Neurological and Com­
municative Diseases and Stroke, 
won a Nobel prize for his studies of 
the viral disease kuru among the 
Fore tribe of New Guinea. He be­
lieves that the Fore got the disease 
because they eat human brains.

But anthropologist Lyle Stead­
man, who spent two years doing 
fieldwork in New Guinea, says 
“there is no evidence of cannibal­
ism” there. He investigated a num­
ber of reports and found they were 
all baseless. “It is really interesting 
that cannibalism has been talked 
about in print since the time of the 
Greeks,” he says, “but no solid 
reporter has ever witnessed it.”
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Arens’ research led to an interest­
ing discovery: People never called 
themselves cannibals. It was always 
other people who were cannibals — 
and therefore uncivilized. The Chi­
nese accused the Koreans of being 
cannibals. The Koreans charged the 
Chinese were cannibals. Africans 
thought Europeans were cannibals 
and Europeans thought the same of 
Africans. Arens says, “I soon learned 
that the cannibal epithet has been 
applied at one time or another to 
someone in every human group.”

00
PREHISTORIC CANNIBALS

MUCH OF the debate concerns 
allegations of cannibalism 
among our prehistoric ancestors.
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Archaeologists are particularly 
interested in what they found at 
Krapina, Yugoslavia, where bones 
of 70 Neanderthals have been recov­
ered. This is unusual, since typically 
no more than four sets of bones are 
found at a site. Even more peculiar 
was the condition of the bones. 
Mary Russell of Case Western Re­
serve University says they “were all 
scratched and badly broken. The 
idea was that they are the remains 
of a Neanderthal feast.”

Paleontologist Draguton Gor- 
janovic-Kramberger, who excavat­
ed the site around the turn of the 
century, discovered human and ani­
mal bones mixed together. He con­
cluded that the Neanderthals were 
treating all meat-bearing species 
alike.

Russell wondered, however, if 
there was an explanation other than 
cannibalism. In all parts of the 
world there is a ritual called the 
secondary burial, in which bodies 
are exhumed and the flesh scraped 
off. “How would you be able to tell 
the difference between a secondary 
burial and cannibalism?” Russell 
asked. She decided to collect the 
bones of butchered animals to see 
how the cuts on them compared to 
those on the Neanderthal bones. 
She suspected that secondary-burial 
bones would have many more cut 
marks because, unlike meat bones, 
they would be scraped until clean.

After considerable investigation 
she has concluded that “the Krap-
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ina Neanderthals were not canni­
bals.”

00
US AND THEM

BUT NEW indications of prehis­
toric cannibalism have emerged 
from work being done in Fontbre- 

goua Cave in southeastern France, 
where archaeologists have discov­
ered disposal pits. In some there are 
animal bones, in others human 
bones. But all the bones have cut 
marks in the same places.

Pat Shipman of the Johns Hop­
kins University School of Medicine 
has confirmed that these are indeed 
marks caused by cutting, as op­
posed to something else such as 
weathering. Shipman and Mary 
Russell tried to determine whether 
cannibalism or secondary burial 
was the cause. They figured that if it 
was the former, the bones and 
marks would be exactly the same 
age; if the latter, the bones would be 
older than the cuts.

They concluded, in Shipman's 
words, “The bones were not weath­
ered when the marks were made.” 
In other words, with some qualifi­
cations (Shipman acknowledges 
“some slop” in the data), the bones 
are evidence of cannibalism.

“It looks like there wasn’t any 
distinction between people and 
animals,” she says. Possibly, if the 
cave people did practice ritualistic 
cannibalism (as opposed to survival 
cannibalism, as some observers



1 SEE BY THE PAPERS 29

have speculated), they ate only 
members of other tribes. Shipman 
remarks, “Many tribal people have 
as words for themselves ‘humans’ 
and for all others ‘nonhumans.' It’s 
the ultimate sort of us and them.”

00
IN THE NEWS

THERE IS A certain cosmic 
humor in many of the stories 
that come across my desk — iro­

nies, paradoxes, incredibilities and 
just plain silly events that I would 
often like to cover in more detail 
but simply cannot for want of space. 
So here is a sample:

• There’s a roaming bear that has 
the folks in west Tennessee con­
cerned. It seems a cub from Minne­

sota was taken to Arkansas about 
three years ago and released in the 
Ozarks as part of an effort to re­
store the bear population there. 
This particular bear has wander­
lust, however. For some reason 
Arkansas wardens removed the bear 
to a Mississippi River island. He 
next showed up in Louisiana, 
whence he was returned to his is­
land. Later he swam away and 
excited the good citizens of Green­
ville, Miss., before he was taken 
back to his island. He then appar­
ently decided to return to Minne­
sota. By June he was in Tennessee 
and has been moving steadily north­
ward. If you see him, he has three 
green tags in one ear and weighs 
about 300 pounds. And growing.
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PSYCHIC SCOUTS 
OF THE OLD WEST

A willingness to heed dreams, visions and supernatural 

portents could keep a man alive in dangerous frontier environment.

John Young Nelson, shown with his family, lived among Sioux on the 
Midwestern frontier between 1840 and 1890, occasionally serving as scout 
for white parties. Once he was warned by a voice that he would be shot but 
he misunderstood warning (South Dakota State Historical Society).
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By Robert Hadley

IN SEPTEMBER 1787, on the 
northwest Virginia frontier, set­
tlers trailed an Indian war party 

which had stolen horses in the area. 
The Indians were racing for the 
safety of their lands west of the 
Ohio River. The settlers were led by 
Alexander West, a tall, lithe and 
active man, more rawboned than 
handsome. West had an air about 
him that commanded attention and 
respect.

When night came, the two parties 
unknowingly camped close to­

gether. West volunteered to do sen­
try duty during the night. The hours 
passed without incident and when 
West was relieved in the morning, 
he sat with his back to a tree and fell 
immediately asleep.

He awoke a short time later and 
jumped to his feet with a warning. 
“Boys, look out!” he declared. 
“Some of us will be killed today. I 
saw the red doe in my dream. That 
is the sign of death. I never knew it 
to fail!”

Psychic phenomena — dreams, 
visions, presentiments and prophe­
cies — played an important role in

Maj. Gen. Patrick Con­
ner rejected scout Jim 
Bridger’s warning, con­
veyed by supernatural 
wolf, that troopers were 
doomed. Disaster fol­
lowed, leading to Con­
ner’s losing his com­
mand (Montana Histor­
ical Society).
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James Butler Hickok, 
better known as “Wild 
Bill,” was convinced 
spirits protected him. 
Shortly before his mur­
der in Black Hills, he 
had a premonition that 
he would be killed 
(South Dakota State 
Historical Society).

the lives of men and women, red 
and white, who lived on the Ameri­
can frontier. But none exhibited 
psychic powers so dramatically and 
practically as did the frontier scouts. 
They had to learn new ways if they 
were to survive the demanding, ever­
changing environment of the bor­
derlands. By necessity that knowl­
edge had to be practical. Many of 
them learned the “peculiar” ways of 
the Indians. Many learned to listen 
to the voice within.

Alexander West, raised in a super­
natural climate of dreams, charms, 
demons and witches, was one such 
person.

“The wilderness was a region of 
superstition,” wrote Joseph Dod­
dridge, a son of one of the Scotch- 
Irish immigrants who settled on the 
colonial border in the middle 1700’s. 
The tough, resourceful Ulstermen 
were a superstitious lot who had 
thrown themselves into a wild, 
sometimes desperate place. “Let not 
the reader be surprised at the super­
stition which existed among the 
first adventurers into the western 
wilderness,” Doddridge warned 
readers of his Notes on the Settle­
ment & Indian Wars.

Often when he was a boy, he lis­
tened to the settlers — exiled from
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society, exposed to the dangers of 
the frontier — tell of their dreams, 
omens, powers of witchcraft, 
charms, incantations, amulets. To 
this son of the wilderness, who 
eventually educated himself, all this 
was so much gibberish. “Supersti­
tion is universally associated with 
ignorance, in all those who occupy 
perilous situations in life,” he wrote. 
“Philosophy alone can banish their 
use.”

To Alexander West, however.

One of the most famous 
of Western scouts, Jim 
Bridger lived among In­
dians and picked up 
many of their beliefs. 
He believed superna­
tural warnings from 
spirit world had saved 
his life (Montana His­
torical Society). 

heeding his dreams was no supersti­
tious practice. It was as useful and 
practical as learning how to read 
sign or shoot straight. His red doe 
had warned him too many times to 
be ignored or dismissed.

Immediately after West delivered 
his warning, the company of bor­
dermen discovered the smoke from 
the Indians’ fire. They attacked the 
Indian camp, killed one and drove 
off the rest. They collected the 
stolen horses and were about to ride 
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away when the Indians doubled 
back and fired into them, mortally 
wounding John Bonnet. Bonnet 
died before he reached home and 
the members of the party consid­
ered his death to be a verification of 
the prophecy in West’s dream.

* * *

THOSE WHO did not listen to 
their inner voices sometimes 
paid a dear price.

The McCullochs were among the 
earliest settlers of northwestern Vir­
ginia. Two of the four younger 
brothers, Samuel and John, were 
especially noted as scouts and 
Indian fighters. They were described 
as “firm, decisive, with untiring 
energy and perseverance, coura­
geous in fighting Indians in open 
combat.” They believed the inter­
vention of an invisible Power had 
saved them on numerous occasions 
from certain capture and torture. 
The Indians hated and feared the 
McCulloch brothers.

In 1777, the bloody and infamous 
Year of the Sevens, Samuel built 
and commanded a small fort which 
guarded the rich farmland on a 
creek about five miles from its con­
fluence with the Ohio River.

On July 30, 1782, Samuel and 
John rode out of the fort to scout 
the paths leading to the river to 
make sure that no Indians were 
around to disrupt the field labor. 
Halfway to the river Samuel jerked 
his horse to a stop. He had a sudden 
premonition that he was going to be 

killed. He rode swiftly back to the 
fort.

He handed John’s wife his watch 
and several other articles of value, 
instructing her that if he didn’t 
return she was to give them to cer­
tain persons. He left a message for 
his young wife. Despite his premo­
nition, because he still had his duty 
to perform, he then rejoined his 
brother in the scout.

They reconnoitered the river 
paths and, relieved at the apparent 
absence of danger, turned back to 
the fort, John in the lead. On a 
rocky summit known as Girty’s 
Point, they were ambushed. Bullets 
tore into Samuel but they missed 
John, who turned to see his brother 
fall. An Indian sprang from the 
rocks and quickly scalped him. 
John shot the Indian just as he lifted 
the trophy, then wheeled his horse 
and raced for safety amid a shower 
of bullets.

When he and others returned to 
recover Samuel’s body, they discov­
ered that the Indians had cut out 
and eaten his heart, to partake of 
the dead man’s courage.

The intervention of a mysterious 
invisible Power also helped some 
other frontier scouts.

John Young Nelson is represen­
tative of many of the young white 
men who felt more at home with the 
Indians than with the civilization in 
which they had grown up. From 
about 1840 to 1890, unheroic and 
unpretentious, he lived most of his 
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life with the Ogalala and Brule 
Sioux on the Midwestern frontier, 
occasionally leaving them to serve 
as scout and guide for various white 
parties. He guided the first party of 
Mormons to the Salt Lake region. 
His life was filled with hardship and 
danger. His survival is evidence of 
his skill, adaptability and wisdom 
in listening to his inner voice. In 
Nelson’s case that voice spoke 
loudly.

In 1868 Nelson guided two com­
panies of cavalry from eastern Colo­
rado back to Fort McPherson in 
Nebraska. He was riding in his 
usual position, at the head of the 
column, when he heard a voice say, 
“Nelson, you are going to be shot.”

He pulled up his horse and looked 
quickly around him. He and the 
soldiers were in the middle of a 
plain. There was no one around. As 
he reflected on all this, the com­
manding officer of the column rode 
up to him.

“Hallo, Nelson!” he called. “What 
is it?”

“1 don’t know what it is, General,” 
Nelson said, “but 1 heard a voice.”

“What did it say?"
Nelson told him and the general 

laughed, “Oh, that’s merely your 
superstition.”

"Superstition or not, General,” 
Nelson replied, “with your permis­
sion I prefer to ride in the rear. I 
have had two or three warnings in 
my life and have learned not to chal­
lenge their accuracy.”

The general told him to go to the 
rear of the column if he wished and 
graciously, skeptically, offered to 
ride in his place at the head of the 
detail and take the shot intended for 
Nelson.

They arrived at McPherson with 
no trouble. The officer chided Nel­
son about the incident but the scout, 
unable to get the idea out of his 
head, was haunted by the premoni­
tion and voice the rest of the day. 
He went to a saloon, had a few 
drinks with rowdy railroad men, 
then retired to his room, anticipat­
ing a good rest on a bed. It had been 
awhile since he had slept in one.

But before he fell asleep, he heard 
the trumpeter, a boy, yelling for 
help outside his window. A railroad 
man was mercilessly pistol-whip- 
ping him.

Hastily, thinking of the boy and 
not of his warning. Nelson belted 
on his revolver and rushed outside. 
The railroad man turned on him 
and shot him in the thigh.

Other soldiers took him to the 
hospital where after some days the 
bullet finally was extracted.

“So much for my warning voice 
and the General’s remark about 
superstition,” he wrote later in his 
memoirs, Fifty Years on the Trail.

• ♦ *

INVISIBLE POWERS also aided 
another, more well-known plains­
man, James Butler Hickok, known 

as “Wild Bill.”
Volumes have been written about 
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this sharpshooter, army scout and 
peace officer. Hickok was the most 
celebrated pistol fighter of his day. 
His survival as a gunslinger was 
mostly attributed to his agility, 
quickness and undisputed skill with 
the handgun. Determined to be the 
fastest and most accurate pistol 
shot, he practiced daily at his craft. 
Reliable witnesses attest that he 
could hit a thrown can 12 times 
before it touched ground, drive a 
cork through a whiskey bottle at 20 
paces and split a bullet on the edge 
of a dime at the same distance.

But Wild Bill attributed some­
thing else to his survival. He told 
the one biographer who knew him, 
J. W. Buel, that in all his fights he 
was surrounded by spirits who kept 
him cool and collected while they 
made fools of his enemies. Buel 
wrote, “The very few initimate 
friends Bill had were well acquaint­
ed with his peculiar belief in spiritu­
alism. He claimed to be clairvoyant, 
especially when danger threatened, 
and the many narrow escapes he 
had gave some evidence of the real­
ity of his spiritual sight.”

Sometimes even the spirits can’t 
help. As he entered Deadwood 
Gulch in the Black Hills in 1876, 
Hickok had strong premonitions 
that he would be killed. He told this 
to several of his friends who scoffed 
at him. But the feeling persisted for 
weeks, so strongly that on August 1, 
the evening before he was shot in 
the back of the head, he wrote his 

wife that if they would not meet 
again, “With wishes even for my 
enemies I will make the plunge and 
try to swim to the other shore.”

• * •

JIM BRIDGER heard his voices
too, although they were consid­

erably different from the ones heard 
by Nelson or Hickok.

By 1865, when he was hired by 
Genville Dodge to guide and be 
chief of scouts for the Powder River 
Expedition, Bridger had lived in the 
mountains for 43 years and had an 
unmatched reputation for caution, 
sobriety, industry and sound judg­
ment. Formally uneducated, he 
could speak English, Spanish and 
French with equal ease and he was 
also fluent in nearly a dozen Indian 
tongues.

In his 40 years in the mountains 
he had picked up some other sorts 
of education also. Bridger had 
“gone Injun.” Capt. Lee Humfre- 
ville, an army officer who spent a 
winter with him in the confines of a 
post, recalled in his Twenty Years 
Among Our Hostile Indians, “I had 
ample opportunity to study his 
character and learn his peculiar 
ways and manner of living. He 
never did anything until he felt so 
inclined. For instance: If he grew 
sleepy in the afternoon ... he went 
to bed, and when he awoke ... he 
would arise, make a fire, roast meat, 
eat it and ‘sing Injun,’ to use his own 
term, the rest of the night. If he had 
a tin pan he would beat on the bot­
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tom, making a noise like an Indian 
tom-tom.”

This “peculiar” old mountain 
man with the unsurpassed reputa­
tion of being the best guide in the 
West was asked by Dodge to ren­
dezvous Maj. Gen. Patrick Con­
ner’s column with two other col­
umns of the same command at the 
junction of the Tongue and Yellow­
stone Rivers. Bridger was also asked 
to keep the inexperienced general’s 
feet out of a trap; the officer had no 
Indian-fighting experience.

Conner’s column left Fort Lara­
mie in July 1865 and, with Bridger’s 
assistance, surprised and whipped a 
large band of Arapahoes on the 
Tongue at the end of August.

On the first of September, before 
dawn, a single cannon shot was 
heard. No one, not even Bridger, 
could tell from which direction it 
came but it gave notice that some­
where the other two columns were 
near. Conner immediately dis­
patched scouts to find the columns. 
Bridger stayed in camp, lulled to 
sleep by the racket of thousands of 
gray buffalo wolves which had sur­
rounded the troops all the way from 
Laramie. Bridger rested peacefully, 
knowing that where wolves were 
plentful, Indians were scarce.

But this night was going to be 
different.

A wild, eerie, echoing wail sud­
denly broke into the noise of the 
gray wolves. Bridger and his fellow 
scouts bolted upright, looking at 

each other over the embers of the 
dying campfire.

Although it sounded like the 
keening death wail of an Indian 
woman, it wasn’t human. They rec­
ognized the howling of the Medi­
cine Wolf, a spirit warning, a voice 
that Bridger and the other scouts 
knew signaled trouble. He and the 
others knew that when you heard it, 
you’d better make tracks.

Bridger quickly woke General 
Conner, advising him that the entire 
command must leave immediately. 
Conner, a rational, logical man, 
would have none of it. He wasn4 
about to move his victorious sol­
diers because of some crazy super­
stition. Bridger pleaded with the of­
ficer to move his command, citing 
numerous instances of disasters he 
had witnessed when the wailing of 
the Medicine Wolf was not heeded.

The officer laughed at Bridger’s 
superstitions and refused to move, 
but not Bridger. He and two other 
scouts packed their gear as fast as 
they could and moved downstream.

From that hour on, one disaster 
after another hit the expedition. An 
early cold front swept down on 
them, freezing to death all the 
horses on the picket lines. When the 
two other columns, continually 
fighting off enraged Sioux, Arapa­
hoes and Cheyennes, finally reached 
Conner, they were horseless, bare­
foot and starving. Conner and his 
defeated expedition limped out of 
Indian territory. When he reached 
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civilization, Conner received the 
last blow: letters relieving him of his 
command.

Whatever it was, the Medicine 
Wolf saw the future and when it 
spoke, Bridger had learned to 
listen.

These frontier scouts, like Brid­
ger, trusted a mysterious power 
within and without themselves, a 
psychic power that established so­

ciety sneered at. In the hard, often 
perilous school of the frontier, how­
ever, these pioneers couldn’t afford 
to ignore things that worked, that 
gave them an edge, that foretold the 
future. The astute ones learned from 
hard-bought experience that will­
ingness to listen to their dreams, 
their presentiments, their inner 
voices was as useful as any other 
survival skill.

ANOTHER SENSATIONAL DISCOVERY

IN APRIL 1986 Associated Press 
reported that archaeologists 
have excavated the biggest ancient 

burial chamber found in China in 
this century, the huge tomb of a 
rich, slave-owning duke who lived 
2600 years ago. The find is com­
parable to the Xian army of terra­
cotta warriors positioned to guard 
the tomb of the first emperor of 
unified China, Qin Shihuang, who 
lived 22 centuries ago.

As deep as an eight-story build­
ing and large enough to hold 200 
dump trucks, the duke’s tomb is in 
the shape of an inverted pyramid 
and contains the bodies of 180 
male and female slaves, according 
to one of China’s leading newspa­
pers, the Guangming Daily. Al­
though plundered during the Tang 
and Song dynasties, the tomb was 
still found to contain more than 

2000 artifacts of gold and jade, 
stone chimes, bronze and lacquer 
ware and exquisitely designed silk.

Experts think the tomb was built 
for Duke Jing of the state of Chin 
during the Spring and Autumn 
Period (770-476 B.C.) of the Chou 
Dynasty but they await the open­
ing of the coffin for verification. 
This climaxes 10 years of work on 
the site in central China’s Fengxi- 
ang County, Shaanxi province.

The newspaper quoted one 
archaeologist as saying, “The tomb 
of the duke reveals the spectacular 
site of a well-developed slave so­
ciety. "Tools, dyes and jewelry were 
found inside the coffins of some of 
the slaves, who were entombed to 
serve the duke in the afterlife. The 
size and richness of the tomb chal­
lenge the traditional view of the 
period as a poor slave culture.



BEWAREOFBOGUSGURUS
Is your spiritual guide trying

to save your soul or line his pockets? Here's how to find out.

By David Christopher Lane

THE 1980’S may be known in the 
future by spiritual aspirants as 
the decade of the fallen guru. 

Already a number of prominent 
and respected religious masters in 
India and elsewhere have had their 
secret, private lives exposed: hidden 
Swiss bank accounts, extensive 
cases of plagiarism, sexual miscon­
duct, violent retaliations against de­
tractors, egotistical power plays, 
drug trafficking and more.

It is no longer respectable to fol­
low a guru. The New Age is growing 
old. The Aquarian Conspiracy is 
backfiring. The Golden Age of En­
lightenment is rusting. What hap­
pened to the Consciousness Revo­
lution?

Critical reasoning. Instead of a 
quantum leap into transformed 
dimensions of awareness, spiritual 
seekers have begun to develop a 
keen sense of discrimination. Ken 
Wilber, perhaps the most articulate 
spokesman of this emerging group, 
points out in his ground-breaking 
overview of human evolution, Up 
From Eden, that critical intelli­

gence is not an obstacle in the soul’s 
progression back to God, but a 
beneficial and necessary step. To 
disavow reasoning and its strengths, 
Wilber emphasizes, is not a pro­
gressive way towards self-realiza­
tion but a regression into mental 
infancy.

True saints and gurus, though 
their number may be few, do not 
ask for blind obedience. Quite the 
contrary, they demand individual 
responsibility and maturation in 
the face of one’s real and eternal 
condition. Unlike their charlatan 
counterparts, genuine masters invite 
critical thinking. As one teacher put 
it, “Question everything (even your 
guru’s actions and teachings) until 
you satisfy your intellect. Even if 
you spend your whole lifetime in 
such an endeavor, it is not time lost, 
but time gained. You will be build­
ing a foundation on rock, not sand.”

But how does one know if his 
spiritual master is authentic or mis­
guided? How can one distinguish 
between a legitimate and beneficial 
path and a self-serving and corrupt 
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organization? No doubt these are 
difficult questions, but they can be 
answered. This article is an attempt 
to clarify many of the muddled 
issues now facing the spiritual 
community by offering a unique 
“crucible” wherein a series of key 
questions are asked and examined. 
Each of these questions is designed 
to reveal the relative degree of legit­
imacy and authenticity of one’s 
chosen master and path. For some 
it will be an awakening experience, 
while for others it will be an out­
ward confirmation of what they 
already know intuitively. In either 
case the crucible will, I hope, spark 
deeper investigation of all aspects 
of one’s spiritual development.

Although guidelines have been 
proposed by several religious groups 
to help would-be seekers decide 
which path or guru is the highest, 
almost all of them suffer from a 
clear case of what sociologists and 
anthropologists now call ethnocen­
trism (the tendency to see other 
people, cultures and religions solely 
in terms of one’s own world view). 
Surely no critical guide will be 
exempt from a certain amount of 
prejudice or bias, but it can be min­
imized if the template we employ to 
appraise masters and new move­
ments is drawn from transcultural 
sources and is interdisciplinary in 
scope.

To accomplish this aim, the fol­
lowing test was compiled from four 
distinct schools: (1) Transpersonal 

psychology (Ken Wilber, John Wel- 
wood, et al); (2) Advaita Vedanta 
(Ramana Maharshi, Nisargadatta 
Maharaj, et al); (3) Sant Mat 
(Sawan Singh, Julian P. Johnson, 
et al); and (4) Christianity (Mother 
Teresa, Nicholas of Cusa, et al).

Naturally not all of these schools 
are in exact agreement with each 
other, but taken together they do 
provide a substantial framework 
with which interested practitioners 
can measure the claims of their 
respective guru and path. Each of 
the headings will contain examples 
of individuals or groups who have 
either embodied the ideal principle 
or gone far astray from it. All of the 
examples are based upon docu­
mented research.

Does your guru I path charge 
money for membership?

Perhaps the easiest question to 
ask and have answered by a spiri­
tual guru / path is whether or not the 
organization charges money for 
membership. If the answer is yes it 
is a clear sign for the “buyer to 
beware,” since almost all groups 
that assign a fee for their teachings 
are suspect. Although self-realiza­
tion may entail many requirements, 
such as giving up ego, greed, lust 
and so forth, offering up your wallet 
or life savings is not one of them.

In America there is a tendency to 
make a commodity out of anything, 
even spirituality. Not only is mak­
ing salvation a marketable item 
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absurd (“Sorry, you don’t qualify 
for the highest, blissful heaven.” 
“Why not?” “You forgot to pay last 
month’s subscription dues for soul 
discourses.”), but it allows for a 
number of unscrupulous individu­
als to make huge sums of money off 
naive seekers. Bhagwan Rajneesh, 
more than.any other current Indian 
guru, illustrates this fact with his 
excessive wealth and predilection 
for Rolls Royces while living in the 
United States.*

Although money is necessary to 
keep movements functioning (the 
publishing of books, etc.), there is a 
distinct line between obligatory pay­
ments — even if they are disguised 
as “love offerings” — and unsoli­
cited donations. The latter has jus­
tifiable reasons behind it, whereas 
the former makes religion a busi­
ness enterprise, with a very lucra­
tive tax shelter.

Interestingly, there are compara­
tively few spiritual groups which do 
not charge money for membership. 
Thus, this first criterion is a rather 
simple way to ferret out the possibly 
genuine guru/path from the less 
valid ones. Check out the move­
ment’s financial situation closely, 
keeping a close eye on where and to 
whom most of the money collected 
is going. If the particular organiza­
tion is resistant to giving out such 
monetary information, then it can 
be safely assumed that the guru/
•See Martin Ebon’s “The Decline and Fall of Raj- 
neesh," March 1986 Fate. 

path in question is more concerned 
with fiscal matters than with uplift­
ing of the mind and spirit.

Does your spiritual teacher have 
a high standard of ethical conduct?

A truly enlightened master is by 
virtue of his attainment a moral 
human being. For, unlike most of 
struggling humanity, the realized 
sage has transcended the ego and its 
limitations and become consciously 
aware of his real relationship as an 
indivisible part of God’s Being. As 
such, an enlightened master would 
exhibit ethical qualities far beyond 
those manifested by even noble 
worldly souls. In light of this, it is 
particularly distressing to note that 
a large number of so-called gurus 
are quite unethical in their behav­
ior. This ranges from improper bus­
iness deals to sexual misconduct, 
personal violence and even criminal 
activity.

But even when teachers have been 
known to engage in immoral ac­
tions, naive followers try to find 
ways to justify such behavior. The 
problem with attempting to give 
metaphysical explanations for what 
otherwise would be considered 
“ordinary” human actions is that it 
enables ambitious masters to by­
pass standard morality in the name 
of a “higher” authority.

What is needed in appraising 
spiritual claims is a religious ver­
sion of “Occam’s razor” (the scientif­
ic/philosophic rule that requires 



42 FATE

that the simplest of competing the­
ories be preferred to the more com­
plex or that explanations of un­
known phenomena be sought first 
in terms of known quantities), 
wherein seekers have a predisposi­
tion for the more logical, common­
sense interpretation of allegedly 
transcendent actions. Is it really 
necessary to “explain away" a 
guru’s lust or misdirected practices 
as being motivated by the Holy 
Spirit, God or Mother Shakti? 
Gurus don’t hesitate to point out 
their devotees’ weaknesses, nor 
should disciples hesitate to criticize 
their teacher’s faults when they ap­
pear. Critical exchange is crucial 
for any type of relationship — in­
cluding teacher/student ones.

Does your master make claims 
about his spiritual development, 
powers or attainment?

Almost all of the world’s great 
religious scriptures universally ac­
claim that humility is one of the 
chief virtues of an enlightened 
human being. Yet many of the most 
popular gurus today speak out quite 
stridently about their spiritual at­
tainments. Some, like Sathya Sai 
Baba of South India, even claim to 
be God incarnated. Others, perhaps 
less absolutist but nevertheless con­
fident, allege that they have access 
te the Supreme Being on a day-to- 
day basis. It is roughly estimated 
that there are over 100,000 gurus in 
India. Most claim to have direct 

contact with the highest Reality and 
Truth. What is the seeker to do? 
Whose statements should he be­
lieve?

None of them. Spirituality, ac­
cording to true mystics of all ages, is 
an experiential science, one that 
demands not blind faith and belief 
but rigorous practice and applica­
tion. Indeed, as Ken Wilber points 
out, authentic mysticism is a prov­
able discipline since it enables a 
practitioner to see directly higher, 
transpersonal regions of conscious­
ness. Therefore, the necessity for 
“belief’ in a teacher’s claims is un­
called for. Rather, what is needed is 
experimental verification of the 
path he advocates. All too often 
religious seekers become armchair 
speculators versus actual practi­
tioners, thereby basing their judg­
ments on a mere intellectual ap­
praisement of the master and not on 
direct interaction with his teach­
ings.

If any guru demands belief in his 
status, it is obvious that what he is 
teaching is not spirituality/mysti­
cism but dogma and conversion. 
Truly, unless the would-be disciple 
is already God-realized, how is he 
to know the spiritual capabilities of 
his master? Mere allegiance will not 
suffice, nor will any amount of pro­
paganda about the guru’s greatness; 
only daily spiritual practice will do.

Throughout all cultures and all 
ages there have been a select num­
ber of saints who have embodied 
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the very highest qualities of enlight­
enment which, contrary to our 
notions of “other worldliness,” can 
be manifested in their everyday 
lives. “By their fruits you will know 
them.” Some beautiful examples in 
the 20th Century are Ramana 
Maharshi, Sawan Singh and 
Mother Teresa, each of whom in his 
or her own way has expressed an 
aspect of the Divine (Knowledge, 
Awareness and Love). Such rare 
individuals serve as reference points 
with which to measure the claims of 
emerging gurus in North America.

Does your gurul group prosely­
tize vigorously for new converts?

Regardless of how proselytiza- 
tion is disguised, any guru/group 
that advocates a vigorous program 
of recruiting new converts acts as a 
dividing force in the society, cutting 
directly into family and relation­
ships. Such conversionary empha­
sis has a tendency to create factions 
where none had existed before: “I 
am saved; you are still lost.” “1 
found it; you haven’t.” And so on. 
This kind of dualism has many 
forms, ranging from the blatantly 
obvious (as we find in fundamental­
ist Christian and Islamic sects) to 
the subtly hidden (Est: “Did you get 
Л?”, Scientology: “Are you clear?”).

Undoubtedly a certain amount of 
advertising goes on in every reli­
gious movement, even the ones that 
are adamantly opposed to spread­
ing their teachings publicly (e.g., 

Soami Bagh and Dayal Bagh in 
Agra, India). Just the publication 
of books, texts and articles is itself a 
form of advertising, albeit a limited 
one. The fine line, however, is where 
giving out the message becomes 
consciously pushing the truth, as 
not only an alternative but a re­
quired necessity. Wilbur points our 
the danger of such development:

Such obsessive drive is always open 
to problematic occasions, not the least 
of which is the fact that if you have the 
way, then that end will justify virtually 
any means, up to and including holy 
war. And holy war, of course, isn’t a sin, 
it isn’t murder, because the people you 
are killing in order to save aren’t really 
people — they’re infidels.

If the guru/path really does pro­
vide a glimpse into the transcenden­
tal truth of the universe, then the 
concern will not be with “preach­
ing” that insight but actually exem­
plifying it. As is well known in pa­
rental and teaching circles, the most 
accomplished parent/teacher is the 
one who says the most not with 
words but with actions. This simple 
truth, though used as a cliche, 
should be kept in mind whenever 
one encounters a “new” revelation.

Who appointed your teacher mas­
ter? What is the historical tradition 
behind your movement?

Successorship controversies are 
some of the most intricate and con­
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fusing issues that a spiritual seeker 
can face. A number of perplexing 
questions may arise: “Is my guru 
really enlightened?” “Did my teach­
er truly receive the mantleship from 
his master?” “Why is my move­
ment’s history disputed by outside 
scholars?” Etc. The forthcoming 
answers are rarely simple and air­
tight. There is always a strange 
twist, an odd fact, a peculiar story, 
which confuses even the most stal­
wart of followers.

The only remedy to doubt is not 
blind belief or dogma but the ability 
to allow the mind to question and to 
embrace the paradoxical nature of 
the world. This kind of recourse 
enables the discriminating mind to 
exist alongside the devotion-laden 
heart. But certain requirements of 
historical legitimacy must be met 
before the seeker can relax into his 
practice with relative confidence.

Most importantly the guru must 
have confirmation for his claim of 
mastership by outside sources. If 
this requirement is bypassed, then 
the neophyte runs the risk of having 
only his teacher able to validate his 
realizations. Such single-source 
legitimacy, as Wilber terms it, is 
open to a series of problems, not the 
least of which is narcissism on be­
half of the guru who becomes by 
virtue of his self-appointment the 
final and only authority on spiritual 
matters. Verification, therefore, is 
not only helpful in determining the 
master’s real status but is necessary 

in moving religious endeavors out 
of isolation, where excesses and eth­
ical transgressions are more likely 
to occur.

Are the central teachings of the 
guru I movement transrational or 
prerational?

Contrary to what most secular 
humanists (such as Paul Kurtz and 
Isaac Asimov) believe, mystical re­
ligion is a zransrational endeavor to 
achieve higher states of conscious­
ness beyond the verbal mind. Gen­
uine mystics are not concerned with 
prerational forms of behavior, such 
as mythic logic, group-think, dog­
ma, obedience without insight, and 
so forth. These types of thinking 
work against rather than promote 
spiritual enlightenment. An authen­
tic tradition centers its teachings on 
direct, personal contact with the 
Supreme Reality by engaging in 
day-to-day meditation and prayer.

No true mystic will ever ask a 
student to believe in him blindly or 
follow his teachings uncritically. 
Comments Tulsi Sahib, a renowned 
19th-Century saint in the Sant Mat 
tradition: “When with my own eyes 
do I behold, then shall I accept what 
the Sat-Guru saith.” Guru Nanak, 
the founder of Sikhism, says, “Until 
with my own eyes do 1 see, the 
world of the Guru satisfieth me not. 
...” And finally writes Shiv Dayal 
Singh, “Know thou thyself by thy­
self; believe not all what others 
say.”



BEWARE OF BOGUS GURUS 45

What are transrational practices? 
Disciplines which concentrate on 
higher, not lower, states of con­
sciousness and which enable the 
student to master the lower tenden­
cies of the mind. Hence, transra­
tional engagements do not squelch 
critical thinking but actually help 
the reasoning process by allowing it 
to see more fully the vast potential 
of human life. As Wilber so clearly 
indicated, there is a fundamental 
difference between a sangat of med­
itating Zen monks and a clan of 
deluded Jim Jones devotees. The 
former is transrational because the 
monks take the intelligence with 
them into satori, whereas the latter 
is prerational because Jonestown 
members foresook their individual­
ity for regressive magical-mythic 
belonging.

What are the day-to-day results 
of your interaction with the guru I 
path?

If the guru/movement is authen­
tic, he or it will help you to better 
understand yourself, your family, 
your relationships and God. Such 
understanding, however, does not 
necessarily mean that your worldly 
life will improve accordingly. For 
instance, following a spiritual path 
does not insure one against losing 
money, facing natural catastrophes 
and struggling with domestic prob­
lems; it only helps one in coping 
better with all the various aspects of 
human existence.

Obviously, the results of your 
interaction with the guru/path 
should be apparent to your close 
associates: more openness, kind­
ness, compassion, selflessness, 
honesty and loving devotion. If 
these qualities are not exhibited, it 
can be for two reasons: you are not 
practicing consistently what the 
guru/ path advocates or you are fol­
lowing teachings which place more 
stress on selfish, prerational and 
antisocial behavior. Interestingly, it 
is easier to decide that a message is 
fraudulent than it is to own up to 
your immaturity and lack of disci­
pline.

The effect of the guru on your 
personal life should be clearly evi­
dent, especially if you feel that your 
teacher is God-realized. Thus, there 
is as much responsibility on the 
shoulders of a disciple as there is on 
a guru. Both must be willing to sur­
render to a reality higher than them­
selves: the devotee to his master’s 
instructions; the master to the living 
presence of God, to whom he has 
liberated his being.

How to score your answers on 
the spiritual crucible.

If after taking the “spiritual cru­
cible” you find that your guru 
charges money for membership, 
lives an unethical life-style, self­
proclaims his mastership, encour­
ages proselytizing, alleges he is God- 
incarnated, emphasizes prerational 
choices and demands total obe­



46 FATE

dience. it can be assumed that you’re 
on the wrong path and that your 
guru is a charlatan.

On the other hand, if your guru/ 
path scores positively in all areas 
(such an accomplishment, by the 
way, is rare), then you are very for­
tunate to have been led to a benefi­
cial and legitimate spiritual move­
ment. The responsibility now shifts 
to your shoulders, as it is up to you 
to take advantage of the situation. 
Enlightenment is a two-way pro­
cess, the outcome of two interacting 
forces: God's grace and the disci­
ple’s effort.

Most of the results, however, will 
be a combination of positive and 
negative scores, with some guru/ 
paths meeting the criteria in three 
or four sections but missing the 
marks in others. In this case it is 
essential that the seeker fully weigh 
the pros and cons of his guru’s mis­
sion. If one decides to stay in the 
movement, then it is necessary to 
discard those elements of the teach­

ing that do not coincide with his 
best interests. If one leaves the 
group, however, it does not mean 
that everything has to be forgotten. 
Rather, those features that are bene­
ficial should be taken along as guide­
lines for the journey.

Ultimately, following a spiritual 
master or path requires a tremen­
dous amount of maturity, self-con­
trol and discrimination. To achieve 
God-realization is not an overnight 
affair or the outcome of feeble 
effort; it is the culmination of con­
sistent day-to-day application of 
transcendent mystical teachings. In 
the end, the greatest obstacle of all 
is not the guru or the movement. It 
is the disciple.

This article is an edited version of 
"The Spiritual Crucible: A Critical 
Guide to America’s Religious I Cul- 
tic Renaissance," which first ap­
peared in Understanding Cults and 
Spiritual Movements (Vol. 1, No. 
3), Box 2508, Del Mar, Calif. 92014.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
66 T) RINGING Children out into 

JDthe January sun is not as 
convenient as giving them a tablet 
containing Vitamin D. Pushing 
nails through an apple, allowing it 
to sit, removing the nails and eat­
ing the apple is not as easy as tak­
ing iron tablets after a doctor tells 
you that you’re anemic,” writes 
James Scala, a biochemist and 
nutrition researcher, in his book 
Making the Vitamin Connection. 

“Brewing tea from pine needles 
or rose hips during the winter 
months is not as fast as popping a 
Vitamin C tablet,” he writes. “In 
each case, however, the goal and 
the results are the same.”

Old wives’tales often have sound 
nutrition principles behind them, 
according to Scala. The old meth­
ods of supplementation were a far 
cry from the tablets and capsules of 
today but often just as effective.
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A WARNING?
By Jim Sheriff

I WAS lying in bed one night in
August 1972 when suddenly an 

image appeared on the wall. I saw 
what looked like a child's small 
arm, badly mangled all the way 
from the fingertips to the armpit. I 
had no idea what this vision meant.

Two weeks later, while 1 was sit­
ting at the kitchen table, I heard 
bloodcurdling screams outside. 
Rushing into the yard, 1 saw my 
four children, Arnold, 14, James, 
13, William, 8, and Rose Marie, 6, 
gathered around the old wringer 
washing machine. What I saw next 
sent a chill through me. There was 
the arm protruding from the wring­
er just as it had appeared in the 
wall image. And it was badly 
mangled.

My eight-year-old son William 
had been feeding tree leaves to the 

rollers of the wringer and had put 
his hand too close. The rollers 
pulled his arm through all the way 
to the shoulder and were continuing 
to turn on his arm as though trying 
to pull his entire body through.

Because the rollers frequently 
separated and did not wring the 
clothes properly, 1 had clamped the

Jim Sheriff
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rollers together. Therefore they 
could not be released. 1 was not 
aware of the “popping apart” safety 
feature should someone get his hand 
caught. So there was my son, a vic­
tim of his mischief and my igno­
rance.

I quickly pried the seemingly 
hungry rollers apart and rushed 
William to Mercy hospital in Or­
lando. (It is now called Brook­
wood.) There were no broken bones 
or permanent injury. Ruptured 
blood vessels just beneath the skin 
made it appear much worse than it 
actually was. William recovered 
fine.

Was the wall image a warning? 
Or what? For sure it was a lesson. 
Now, when I have no knowledge of 
the function of potentially hazard­
ous equipment or machinery 1 con­
sult someone who does.—Orlando, 
Fla.

GRETTA’S SORROW 
By Audrey Leabo 

OUR GERMAN shepherd dog 
Gretta. was passionately fond 

of my husband Carlos Pruneda. His 
business took him away from home 
frequently and in his absence she 
slept on the floor of my bedroom.

Once in 1973 when Carlos was 
away I was awakened by Gretta’s 
growling. I turned on the light 
thinking that some intruder was in 
the house. The dog’s hair stood 
stiff. Her growls were deep and 
hoarse and very strange. Then she 

began to howl mournfully, after 
which she ran into my closet and lay 
there whimpering.

Downstairs 1 found everything 
locked and safe. My two children 
were quietly sleeping.

Within an hour a long-distance 
message informed me that my hus­
band had been killed in a job- 
related accident.

It is often suggested that animals 
have a sixth sense by which they 
apprehend things that are hidden 
from us. And I believe Gretta saw 
Carlos at the time of the accident 
and understood what had hap­
pened.—Lancaster, Calif.

MIND READING 
By Lyn Venable AT THE AGE OF 121 took part 

in a mind reading experience 
which I still believe was totally 
genuine, without possib:!ity of 
“hocus-pocus.”

I was with my parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Wagman, at the sum­
mer resort Whiteface Inn at Lake 
Placid, N.Y., sometime between 
July and August 1939. This was 
long before the TV era and there 
was absolutely nothing to do there 
after dark. So the management 
planned entertainments several 
evenings each week. These ranged 
from bingo games to string quar­
tets.

But the evening with Dr. Polgar 
was different. Right from the start 
he was very serious. He had no
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gimmicks and he made no attempt 
at clever banter. He began by leaf­
ing through a magazine rapidly. 
Then he tore the magazine apart 
page by page and distributed the 
separate pages to the audience. The 
magazine had been picked at ran­
dom by a hotel guest from those 
available in a rack in the lobby so 
there was no possibility he could 
have memorized it in advance. Dr. 
Polgar then asked various individ­
uals either to name the number of 
the page they held or to read a few 
words from anywhere on the page. 
If the page number was given he 
would quote fluently from the arti­
cle. If the guest read just a few 
words he would name the page 
number.

Dr. Polgar used no assistants. I 
know there were no “plants” in the 
audience because this was a very 
small resort. I had seen and spoken 
with everyone present over a period 
of weeks. Most guests stayed for the 
entire two-month season. There 
were no transients. Also, this was a 
wealthy enough crowd to preclude 
“payoffs.” However, the proof of 
the pudding was in my personal 
experience.

After the preliminaries with the 
magazine, Dr. Polgar asked for a 
volunteer for a mind reading dem­
onstration. Even then I was totally 
preoccupied with the unknown— 
whether in the vast reaches of the 
universe or in a small hotel lobby. I 
promptly volunteered. Dr. Polgar

Lyn Venable
was hesitant. He said persons as 
young as I did not make good sub­
jects. Perhaps I pleaded; I do not in 
honesty remember what changed 
his mind but he accepted me as his 
subject.

Dr. Polgar asked me to think of 
an object in the room. I really 
wanted to test him so I not only 
thought of the fountain pen in a 
holder on the registration desk, but 
willed him to pick it up and hand it 
to Buddy Haines who stood leaning 
against the desk. (Buddy was the 
manager’s son, about 20 and wildly 
good-looking. I had a mad preteen 
crush on him.)

As we both concentrated 1 
noticed Dr. Polgar was sweating 
heavily. His face looked tense, like 
that of a man struggling to lift a 
heavy object. He then asked me to 
stand behind him. He extended one 
hand behind his back and asked me 
to place my fingertips on his. Then, 
with me walking behind him in fin­
gertip contact, he began to move 
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about the lobby. I think we circled 
for a minute or two. Then he sud­
denly stopped and pulled an electri­
cal plug from its socket. He turned 
and asked me if that had been my 
command. 1 said quite simply, 
“No.” There was a stunned silence 
in the room.

It seemed to me that Dr. Polgar 
thought 1 was lying. He insisted 
with great conviction that he had 
received a strong signal to pull that 
plug. Suddenly a woman a few seats 
away from the lamp said, “Yes, that 
lamp was bothering my eyes. I 
wished that someone would turn it 
out.” I must again emphasize that I 
knew the woman well; I saw her 
daily in the dining room, on the 
boat dock, etc. I don’t understand 
why this woman’s message blocked 
mine. Perhaps she was in distress 
because of the light and this might 
have added power to her thoughts.

The rest of this story is almost an 
anticlimax.

Dr. Polgar again extended his 
hand behind him and I again lightly 
touched his fingertips with mine. 
He walked directly to the registra­
tion desk, picked up the pen from 
its holder and handed it to Buddy 
Haines.

Nothing had been written down 
or spoken to anyone. Discussing 
this the next day, a skeptic re­
marked that Dr. Polgar might have 
been able to detect tension or a 
tremble or a change of temperature 
in my fingertips. This is not a valid 
option because:

(1) It could not explain the 
woman, seated at some distance, 
who wanted the light plug pulled.

(?) It could not explain handing 
the pen to Buddy because there 
were other persons standing there 
also.

(3) And there were other objects 
on top of the desk such as blotters, 
various circulars, etc. He picked up 
the pen without touching anything 
else so there is no way 1 could have 
inadvertently given him a signal.

1 never acted as a subject again 
for any kind of telepathy and I do 
not feel that I have any special abil­
ity to project my thoughts.

In 1939, when this event took 
place, Dr. Polgar was already 
middle-aged so there is little likeli­
hood that he is still alive.

I don’t know if the Whiteface Inn 
still exists or if any of the Haines 
family still reside in the area.— 
Walnut Creek, Calif.

AND THE MUSIC STOPPED

A MINNEAPOLIS woman discovered in the fall of 1985 that the 
music she heard in her head for three weeks was caused by too much 
aspirin. Doctors thought at first hat her hearing aids were picking up 

radio waves but when the 70-year-old woman’s aspirin dosage was cut 
from 12 to six tablets a day, the music stopped.
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MOTHER’S HAND
By Paul Swope 

As told to Alice Swope MY MOTHER Emma Swope 
died on July 4, 1926, when I 

was 10 years old. Her death precipi­
tated an incident that has remained 
with me all my life.

1 had an older sister, Hazel, who 
was Daddy’s girl. She was always 
with my father Richard Swope, 
whether he went fishing or repaired 
the family car. My younger sister 
Babe was six years younger than I.

Our father paid no attention to 
me or to Babe and when the supper 
dishes were finished, Dad and Hazel 
usually went to the garage to stick 
their heads under the hood of the 
car.

Babe would snuggle on Mother’s 
lap and I’d sit at her feet, leaning my 
head against her knees. Mother 
would read aloud to us, usually 

from Tom Sawyer, Black Beauty or 
a Zane Grey western.

I’d savor the closeness of my 
mother’s body as 1 gazed at the ceil­
ing from my place on the floor, 
dreaming I was the hero of the 
story. As I daydreamed, her hand 
would drop to my forehead and 
push my unruly hair back into 
place. Those were happy, wonder-

Paul Swope
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ful years. As Babe got older, she’d 
mischievously curl her fingers in my 
hair and pull. Without missing a 
word, my mother would untangle 
Babe’s fingers and brush my hair 
back, patting my forehead sooth­
ingly.

One day, when 1 came rushing 
home from school, waving a partic­
ularly good report card, 1 found 
Hazel standing at my parent’s bed­
room door with a scared look on 
her face. Babe was in her playpen 
crying. I couldn’t understand it. 
Mother never let Babe sit and cry.

I rushed to the bedroom and saw 
a doctor standing over my mother. 
Then he rose, snapped of his stetho­
scope and shook his head. Hazel 
began to scream and Dad moaned. 
Babe continued to cry.

After that day my grandmother 
moved in with us, in Ashland, N.J., 
but I couldn’t forget my mother. 
Dad was never around anymore. 
Babe didn't seem to understand 
what had happened and soon she 
seemed to forget as she clung to 
Grandma’s neck. I'd sit in my 
mother’s rocker, trying to remem­
ber every word of the stories she 
had read us. It didn’t ease the pain.

Then I’d sit on the floor and lean 
back against the hard wooden seat 
of her chair, trying to conjure up the 
feeling of her legs against my back 
and neck. It didn't work. I became 
more and more subdued and at 
night I’d lie looking at the ceiling 
with sobs welling in my throat. 

One night, as I lay there sobbing, 
I felt a cool hand caressing my fore­
head and then I felt fingers untangle 
strands of hair, just as if Babe had 
pulled it again. I slapped my hand 
to my forehead and for an instant I 
touched soft, warm fingers and felt 
the love radiating into my soul. 
Then the sensation disappeared.

I can’t say that from that day I 
was happy but from that day I knew 
I hadn’t been deserted. I knew my 
mother was somewhere near and 
watching over us.

I'm a grown man now with a fam­
ily of my own but I’ve never forgot­
ten that hand on my forehead as the 
fingers tried to caress away my sor­
row. I’ve never lost the feeling that 
somehow my mother is still near 
and watching over me and my 
children. — Lebanon, Oreg.

CARRY ME BACK
By Anne Fairbrother

WHEN OUR mother, Florence 
Duerr, died, Gran, also 
named Florence (Rex), left her life­

long home in Virginia and moved to 
Tucson, Ariz., to take care of the 
two daughters of her only child, my 
sister Florence Sundell and me. But 
during the years of our growing up, 
she often told us, “I’m Virginia- 
born and Virginia-bred and when I 
die, let me be Virginia-dead!”

After Gran’s death on January 
11, 1975, one month short of her 
97th birthday, my sister and I 
agreed her ashes should be interred
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in the family plot in Richmond, Va. 
As executrix I’d already sent our 
instructions on ahead. Although we 
did not realize it then, we know now 
why my sister made the trip. I was 
convinced of survival after death 
but my sister was not so sure.

The night before Florence left, 
she was lying awake, concerned 
about selecting cremation because 
of our financial situation. She also 
remembered how against this Gran 
was when her own daughter, our 
mother, died.

Suddenly the feeling of Gran’s 
presence was undeniable. “There 
was a rosy glow about her and she 
seemed so young!" Florence said. 
Then she heard words in her head, 
“It’s all right, dear. It’s all right.” 
Peace flooded over her and my sis­
ter went right to sleep.

Florence dreamed that she car­
ried Gran in her arms and laid her in 
a bed with Grandpa, who had died 
many years earlier. She told me this 
the next morning but we didn't have 
time to discuss it.

As the plane landed in Richmond, 
over the loudspeaker came the 
strains of “Carry Me Back to Old 
Virginny.” And when my sister 
reached the graveside in Hollywood 
Cemetery, she discovered our in­
structions had been misinterpreted. 
Instead of a new grave. Grandpa's 
grave was open, ready to receive the 
ashes. So Gran’s last resting place 
was actually with Grandpa.

The experience and the dream

Anne Fairbrother

had a lasting effect on my sister. 
They confirmed not only Gran’s 
survival but the faculty of precogni­
tion. — Sedona, Ariz.

MY FIRST GHOST 
By Shirley Sumrail 

UNTIL the summer of 1954 I 
took no particular interest in 

ghosts. But something happened 
that summer which left me with an 
interest in the paranormal that has 
lasted through the years.

Christmas 1953 was a tragic time 
for my family. My aunt and her son 
were in a train-auto accident that 
left her brain-damaged and in a 
coma for months. She eventually 
did recover but her son Tommy, 
aged five, died several hours after 
the accident. Almost every bone in 
his tiny body was crushed.

The months from Christmas of 
1953 to the summer of 1954 were 
uneventful. Our family gathered 
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often throughout the year and espe­
cially during the summer months. 
The children (five cousins including 
me) often played late into the sum­
mer evenings catching fireflies and 
counting our trophies. None of us 
was afraid of the dark.

Every night at nine o’clock the 
passenger train Nancy Hanks, run­
ning from Atlanta to Savannah, 
roared by. As usual, on this summer 
evening all of us in the backyard 
dropped what we were doing and 
raced to the front. We could hear 
the lonesome wail of the train whis­
tle as it crossed the river trestle. The 
summer before Tommy had been 
one of us. That night would prove 
he was still one of us.

No streetlights lit the country 
road that passed in front of my 
grandmother’s house. The only light 
came from a bright moon and a 
weak light bulb on the front porch 
behind us. And, of course, as the 
train passed, we could see the light 
from its windows.

That night I stood at the back of 
our group. All the younger, smaller 
children were up in front. I recall 
glancing to my right, more or less 
taking a head count. I remember all 

too well my sensation of both fear 
and weakness as 1 recognized one 
small figure as Tommy. He was 
dressed in a checkered long-sleeved 
winter shirt and he stood, quiet and 
unmoving, behind the others. No 
one else turned around. His face, 
which I saw in profile, was pale. His 
eyes appeared to be riveted on the 
passing train. He never turned to 
look at me. I felt my throat ache and 
tears sting my eyes. What should 
have been my most terrifying mo­
ment was simply “too” normal. He 
looked no different from the other 
children — just lonely, small and 
rather sad. I turned to ask the oth­
ers to look, hesitated a moment and 
again looked toward where he 
stood. There was no one there. No 
one, except me, had experienced 
anything unusual.

I never saw Tommy’s ghost again, 
although I continued to watch that 
same evening train pass through 
Oconee, Ga., many times in the 
ensuing years. I always visit Tom­
my’s grave when I go home. I will 
always remember and wonder what 
about that evening made possible 
my experience with the unknown.— 
Bradenton, Fla.

CUTTING DOWN THE SALT

I IN THE New England Journal of Medicine in November 1985, four
San Francisco doctors reported that even chicken soup can be danger­

ous if too salty. The time-honored home remedy can cause a rare compli­
cation called hypernatremia — abnormally high socium content in the 
blood. It all boils down to too much salt in the soup. Not just chicken 
soup — any kind.



NEW ENGLAND’S 
VANISHING 
VESSELS

How can sturdy, modern, well-equipped ships, manned by 

seasoned captains and crews, sail out to sea and disappear?

Parti
By Paul F. Eno

ON A CLEAR, crisp Saturday 
morning in January 1975, five 
men gathered on the dock behind 

Bigelow Laboratories in Boothbay 
Harbor, Maine. Laughing, joking 
and loaded down with gear, they 
boarded the 54-foot research vessel 
Gulf Stream for a routine three-day 
mission: the recovery of eight ocean­
ographic buoys in the Gulf of 
Maine. But these men never made 
their scheduled stop at Gloucester, 
Mass., that night because the Gulf 
Stream was sailing nowhere but 
into oblivion.

The coast guard and navy 
launched a massive air and sea 
search that lasted a week and 
covered 77,000 square miles. But 
the Gulf Stream had vanished. An 
official inquiry into one of the 

strangest maritime disappearances 
on record yielded nothing but more 
questions.

“It’s a mystery, that’s all I can 
say,” said U.S. Coast Guard Lt. 
Michael Perkins who headed the 
investigation.

That understatement could apply 
to any of the vessels that seem to 
have ceased to exist in or near New 
England waters over the past 12 
years. These include not only fish­
ing boats large and small but a 642- 
foot tanker carrying 2.2 million gal­
lons of oil.

It isn’t all that easy for a vessel 
just to evaporate. The coast guard is 
a crack military organization and 
its searches are extremely thorough. 
The service has a fast, efficient sys­
tem on the local, national and 
international levels for dealing with 
rescue emergencies and missing 
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craft. Not only are ships, aircraft 
and large numbers of personnel 
involved but so are advanced com­
puters and other electronic gear as 
well. Local harbor masters, fisher­
men, boaters, police and fire depart­
ments are a regular part of all major 
searches. The navy, air force, 
national guard and foreign armed 
forces often pitch in.

In addition, ship-to-shore radio 
communication which is practically 
instant and virtually universal make 
work and travel at sea much safer 
than they used to be. This is espe­
cially true because the coast guard 
constantly monitors radio traffic 
and knows immediately when some­
one is in trouble — if that someone 
has the few seconds necessary to tell 
it.

Despite all this vessels seem to 
disappear in New England waters 
with disconcerting frequency, leav­
ing little behind but official ques­
tion marks and loved ones’ pain.

THE GULF STREAM

THIS WAS no ordinary vessel.
Built in 1963 as a crew boat to 

service oil rigs in the Gulf of Mex­
ico, the Gulf Stream was a tough, 
steel-hulled craft thought to be 
more than able to handle anything 
reported in New England waters 
that year. Owned by Nova Univer­
sity of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., the 
boat had just been overhauled. She 
carried five powerful radio trans­
mitters which could have broadcast 

distress signals to every possible 
rescuer. Her safety gear, including 
two self-inflating life rafts, was 
completely up-to-date.

Nor was hers an ordinary crew. 
Three of the five men were former 
naval officers and one was an inter­
nationally-known oceanographer. 
Four worked for Nova University 
and one for the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography in California. All 
had sailed together on a number of 
similar Gulf Stream missions. Capt. 
William B. Campbell was known as 
a capable, no-nonsense skipper who 
was always where he said he would 
be when he said he would be there.

Aside from the disappearance it­
self, the oddest thing about the case 
was what appeared to be the vessel’s 
inexplicable behavior after leaving 
Boothbay Harbor.

Departing from the Bigelow dock 
on Saturday, January 4, the Gulf 
Stream made a routine radio check, 
rounded McKown Point into the 
harbor, then headed southward and 
out to sea to retrieve a runaway 
buoy 77 miles southeast of Cape 
Cod. She was scheduled to come 
partway back that night and dock 
in Gloucester, go back out for more 
local buoy work Sunday, then re­
turn to Boothbay Harbor on Mon­
day.

At about 10:00 P.M. Sunday, 
Leland Bugbee, the radioman on 
watch at Coast Guard Base South 
Portland, Maine, picked up the 
beginning of a transmission from 
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the Gulf Stream but it was cut off in 
mid-sentence.

“A unit called,” Bugbee reported. 
“We asked if it needed assistance 
and it came back and said, ‘Coast 
Guard South Portland, this is Gulf 
—' " Bugbee noted that the voice 
“had that overtone of nervousness. 
You can’t really explain it.”

He said he tried for an hour and a 
half to reestablish contact but 
couldn4. The boat was never re­
ported in port again, although Bige­
low officials said she would have 
had to refuel Saturday night.

In one of the most peculiar inci­
dents in the whole affair, two lob­
stermen familiar with the vessel’s 
comings and goings later testified 
that they saw the Gulf Stream 
Monday, January 6, the day she 
was supposed to return to Booth­
bay Harbor. Dicky and Paula 
Hammond were hauling lobster 
pots off Southport Island, just out­
side Boothbay Harbor, that morn­
ing and saw the Gulf Stream pass 
between them and Squirrel Island, 
about 500 yards away. The vessel 
was leaving the harbor, roaring off 
toward the south and out to sea just 
as if it were the previous Saturday.

At the subsequent coast guard 
inquiry Mr. Hammond insisted it 
was the Gulf Stream he saw. “Par­
ticularly at this time of year, there’s 
nothing around here that even looks 
like it,” he said. Not far away an­
other lobsterman, Wilson Francis, 
was also hauling traps. He said that 

he saw the Gulf Stream at the same 
time, although he had not noticed 
the name on her transom.

Both men thought there was 
nothing odd about this until they 
heard of the boat's disappearance 
— and of its departure on Saturday, 
not Monday.

That afternoon retired navy 
Comdr. William D. Howard, who 
had installed a new Motorola FM 
radio on the Gulf Stream the pre­
vious October, had his own radio 
on and heard a call from the boat.

“I recognized [Captain] Camp­
bell’s voice. ... It was very calm, 
answering or finishing a conversa­
tion,” Howard said. “He wasn’t call­
ing anyone repeatedly, which I 
would have noticed.”

The Gulf Stream's radios had all 
been in good shape when he had 
seen them in October, Howard said, 
noting that the one he had installed 
was within arm’s reach of the wheel, 
required no warm-up time and was 
automatically tuned to channel 16, 
the coast guard’s emergency fre­
quency. The Gulf Stream could 
have summoned help literally with­
in seconds.

On Tuesday the radioman at 
Coast Guard Station Point Aller­
ton at Hull, Mass., thought he 
heard the Gulf Stream trying to 
contact Bigelow. Also on Tuesday a 
fishing boat heard the Gulf Stream 
trying to raise the Camden, Maine, 
marine operator. A coast guards­
man who overheard this call de­
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scribed it as “normal” and “calm.”
Another coast guardsman, this 

time at the Halfway Rock Light 
Station on Massachusetts’ North 
Shore, said he heard the boat 
attempting to answer a call from 
Bigelow. That happened at 2:00 
P.M. and it was the last anyone ever 
heard of the Gulf Stream.

Meanwhile no one at Bigelow 
had heard anything from the vessel 
since it left Boothbay Harbor. So, 
late Tuesday, people there notified 
the coast guard that the Gulf 
Stream was overdue. This prompt­
ed the enormous search that grew 
to include three large coast guard 
cutters, numerous aircraft and small 
vessels from as far away as Virginia, 
the navy and even another civilian 
research vessel. The Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution, Nova 
University and the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology all tent 
technical help of one sort or another 
to try to figure out where the Gulf 
Stream could be.

The search itself scoured the coast 
from New Jersey to Nova Scotia 
and up to 300 mites out into the 
Atlantic. On Wednesday, January 
8, the day after the Gulf Stream was 
reported overdue, the weather 
started getting nasty and most of 
the aircraft were grounded.

Nothing at all turned up until 
that day, when a coast guard heli­
copter found a life ring from the 
Gulf Stream about 27 mites north­
east of Gloucester. On Thursday, 

with the weather deteriorating, the 
270-foot cutter Duane recovered 
the body of research technician 
James Riddle, wearing a life jacket, 
some 15 mites southwest of the 
same spot. A report later said he had 
died of exposure. Two more life 
rings were found 15 mites northeast 
of Gloucester on Friday.

By Monday, January 13, search­
ers were no closer to an answer than 
they had been when they started. 
Some bits of debris had been recov­
ered but these couldn’t be traced to 
the Gulf Stream. The only other 
items that could be traced were a 
life jacket marked Heldo, the Gulf 
Stream's former name, and a drawer 
from a desk in the boat’s innermost 
cabin. An airplane reported sight­
ing what looked like a small oil slick 
and what might have been a deflated 
life raft, but these couldnH be lo­
cated by surface craft.

A coast guard board of inquiry 
released its report in May. The 
panel was stumped not only by the 
apparently senseless behavior of the 
vessel but by the lack of an actual 
wreck or the debris from one. Why 
did the cabin drawer end up float­
ing away when the large stock of 
gear stowed on deck, including a 
500-foot length of thick, floating 
plastic line, has never been found? 
Why was there no identifiable oil 
slick? What happened to the rest of 
the crewmen?

“We turned the Gulf of Maine 
upside down and wrung it out,” one 
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officer said. “They’re not out there.” 
The board concluded that “due 

to the lack of any eyewitnesses, the 
proximate cause of the casualty 
cannot be determined at this time.” 
They speculated that inclement 
weather on January 7 and lack of a 
firm sailing plan may have contrib­
uted to some sort of accident.

All we know for certain is that the 
Gulf Stream entered the shadows as 
one of New England’s most baffling 
mysteries of the sea.

THE ZUBENELGENUBI

ONE OF THE most publicized 
disappearances in recent times 
was that of the 60-foot offshore 

lobster boat Zubenelgenubi. Before 
the massive — and controversial — 
search ended, the President of the 
United States, the governor of 
Massachusetts, members of Con­
gress and the commandant of the 
coast guard were all involved.

Two major storms struck while 
the Zubenelgenubi was presumably 
at sea, with winds up to 60 mph and 
seas as high as 35 feet. These things 
considered, its disappearance might 
not seem all that mysterious. But 
then again, the Newport vessel was 
big, brand-new and credited by 
those who knew it as being unsink­
able, with a steel hull divided into 
four watertight bulkheads. Indeed, 
several lesser vessels rode out the 
same storms in the same area where 
the Zubenelgenubi disappeared.

The Zubenelgenubi left Newport 

with a crew of four on Sunday, 
January 18,1976. It was to be a 10- 
to 14-day trip to tend lobster traps 
some 80 miles south of Nantucket, 
on the edge of the continental shelf.

A fisherman reported the last 
sighting of the vessel on Tuesday, 
January 20, when it was evidently 
en route to its fishing grounds. One 
week later, on January 27, a crew­
man’s wife called the coast guard to 
say the Zubenelgenubi was unre­
ported, but because the captain’s 
wife did not consider the vessel 
overdue, no search was ordered.

Coast Guard Station Brant Point, 
at the eastern end of Nantucket, 
reported what sounded like a rou­
tine conversation between the boat 
and a passing tanker on Friday, 
January 30. And three days later, 
on February 2, another fishing boat 
picked up what its captain thought 
was a transmission from the Zube­
nelgenubi reporting its position as 
Hydrographer Canyon, about 80 
miles southeast of Nantucket. This 
was just before one of the storms 
struck. The captain’s wife, Joanne 
Goodwin, reported the boat over­
due the next day.

During a six-day search that 
combed 66,000 square miles and 
involved the coast guard, the navy 
and the Canadian armed forces, 
absolutely nothing was found. The 
only possible clue was oil bubbling 
up to the surface at a point some 50 
miles south of Nantucket, in water 
500 feet deep. The cutter Dallas was 
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asked to stop and take samples of 
the oil if it was passing the spot, 
which it never did. The oil was 
never tested but there was official 
speculation that it came from an old 
sunken tanker known to be at or 
near that spot. Coast guard officials 
said any connection with the Zube- 
nelgenubi was dubious. Anyway, 
they said, it would take a submarine 
to find out.

The crew’s families and friends 
refused to abandon hope after the 
official search was suspended on 
Sunday, February 8. A massive 
petition drive and a special town 
meeting in Marblehead, Mass., 
Captain Goodwin’s hometown, 
prompted Sen. Edward Kennedy, 
Congressman Michael Harrington, 
Massachusetts Gov. Michael S. 
Dukakis and then-Lt. Gov. Thom­
as P. O’Neill to have the search 

resumed. The admiral refused, say­
ing everything possible had already 
been done.

But other New England lawmak­
ers joined the crusade and when the 
political temperature got too high, 
on February 12 President Gerald R. 
Ford personally ordered the coast 
guard to reopen the case for 24 
hours. Once again nothing was 
found. Efforts by those who be­
lieved the Zubenelgenubi crew was 
still alive continued and so did criti­
cisms of the coast guard for allegedly 
searching in the wrong places and 
not being careful enough.

No sign of the vessel or its crew 
ever turned up, although the total 
search area reached 106,000 square 
miles before officials finally gave 
up.

This is Part I of a two-part 
article.

t
HOW OLD IS WRITING?

XINHUA, the official Chinese 
news agency, announced in 
April 1986 that ancient inscribed 

bones found in central China may 
be proof that writing was used 
2000 years earlier than was origin­
ally thought. The bones, inscribed 
with tiny characters, are thought to 
be up to 5000 years old — two 
millennia older than earlier finds 
that dated Chinese writing back 
3000 years.

Archaeologists discovered the 
objects, known as “oracle bones,” 
near the ancient central Chinese 
city of Xian, Xinhua said.

China’s first oracle inscriptions, 
carved on tortoise shells and ani­
mal bones for use in divination, 
were found in central Henan Pro­
vince in 1899 and seemed to indi­
cate that Chinese characters, which 
evolved from picture symbols, 
dated back 3000 years.



by Betty Lou White

FATE'S LIGHT SIDE
A California golf foursome, tak­

ing a break for hamburgers at the 
clubhouse, saw a one-legged spar­
row nearby and tossed it some 
crumbs. In no time at all, a dozen or 
more sparrows joined their one- 
legged friend to share the crumbs. It 
didn4 take the golfers long to realize 
that all the newcomers had tucked 
one little leg out of sight, making it 
look as if they too were one-legged.

★
The Commercial Appeal, pub­

lished in Memphis, reported in early
1985 that when Milton Montgom­
ery answered the door, a strange 
man asked if he could enter the 
house to pray. A stunned Montgom­
ery let in the man, who then asked 
if he could pray over Montgomery’s 
wallet. When Montgomery handed 
him the wallet, the stranger put it in 
his pocket and left.

★
The Swiss newspaper Neue Zuer- 

cher Zeitung announced in April
1986 that the discovery of a Stone 
Age tribe of cave dwellers in the 
southern Philippines in 1971 was an 
elaborate hoax perpetrated by a 
self-aggrandizing minister under 
former president Ferdinand Mar­
cos. It was called the ethnological 
find of the century. But the news­

paper described a visit by Swiss 
journalist Oswald Iten to the “Tas- 
aday tribe” on the reservation Mar­
cos set aside for it and quoted local 
residents as saying they had been 
forced to act as cavemen.

★
Did prehistoric women once rule 

the earth? Probably not, says Caro­
lyn Fluehr-Lobban, a Rhode Island 
College anthropologist who ad­
dressed the annual meeting of the 
American Association for the Ad­
vancement of Science in May 1986. 
The idea of women’s dominance 
developed because human beings 
could never be certain who their 
fathers were but they always knew 
their mothers. Decades of research, 
however, have failed to uncover any 
evidence that women were tradi­
tionally heads of families.

★
Scott Alan Esterling, a Muske­

gon, Mich., teenager, hired a lawyer 
to ensure he can decide for himself 
where he goes to church and school 
instead of following his mother’s 
rules. The lawyer told United Press 
International that the complaint 
filed in April 1986 asks that the 17- 
year-old be declared an emanci­
pated minor so that he may estab­
lish his own residence.
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THE TRAGIC GHOST 
OF SANDHILL GARDENS



The thing the ghost wanted 

so desperately existed only in 

its own deluded mind.

By Lorna Gulston

THE PHONE CALL knocked 
me sideways. Betty and I had 
been like sisters since our school­

days. Even after Betty’s marriage to 
American Don Morrison* in 1961, 
our closeness had spanned the At­
lantic.

Don was an executive with a big 
multinational corporation and his 
business brought him often to Ire­
land. That delighted him as much as 
it did Betty, for he was fiercely 
proud of his Ulster ancestry. He 
never tired of telling about his 
great-great-grandmother Sadie Gil­
lespie who in the 1840’s was a nine- 
year-old “half-timer,” attending 
school in the mornings and work­
ing, up to her knees in water, in a 
Belfast flax mill in the afternoons. 
At 17 she had wed John McBride, a 
carrier’s boy who delivered flax to 
the mill, and emigrated with him to 
seek their fortune in the United 
States.

Don had planned to replant his 
roots in Ulster soil. For his retire-

•Pseudonym.

No. 1 Sandhill Gardens, a three- 
bedroom villa in suburban Belfast, 
Northern I reland, was site of terrible 
domestic tragedy in 1920's. 

ment he was having a bungalow 
built at Craigavad on the County 
Down coast. It would have been 
ready that autumn. Now he was 
dead, poleaxed at his desk by a 
massive coronary — big, kindly, 
vigorous Don who had looked no­
where near his 65 years. Despite an 
age gap Betty and he had been a 
devoted couple, even more so be­
cause they were childless. Betty 
would soon be on her way home to 
perform her last act of love for Don 
by laying his ashes to rest in Ireland.

“Can you find me a place to rent 
until the bungalow's finished?” she 
had asked me sadly. “Somewhere I 
can store my favorite things?”

I dashed around seeing estate 
agents in search of a “let.” With 
Ulster’s troubles places to rent in 
nonviolent areas were snapped up 
as soon as they fell vacant but 1 
struck it lucky. Number 1 Sandhill 
Gardens was a three-bedroom, 
semidetached, red-brick Edwardian 
villa in a peaceful residential suburb 
of Belfast. It had been let-furnished 
on short leases for a number of 
years by an absentee landlord, so 
furniture and carpets were some­
what shabby. Still, it was spacious, 
quiet and within easy driving dis­
tance of the site of Betty’s new bun­
galow. I felt sure she’d approve.

Betty looked tired and haggard 
but composed as she walked toward 
me in the passenger terminal at Bel­
fast International Airport on Janu­
ary 29,1976. She was holding tight­
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ly to a blue vanity case. In it, she 
confided, was the casket containing 
Don’s remains.

We buried him two days later in a 
simple, poignant ceremony at Rose­
lawn Cemetery. Roselawn, high 
above the city, is a beautiful place in 
summer, with its rolling green 
sward and the fragrant profusion of 
roses from which it takes its name. 
That bleak February afternoon, 
however, it was cloaked in mist and 
buffeted by a gale which tossed the 
rows of slender memorial saplings.

As we drove home, Betty couldn’t 
stop shivering.

“The radiators are on full blast in 
the house,” I comforted her. “It 
should be really cozy.”

I was glad I had taken a week's 
leave from my job to be with her. I 
live with my elderly mother and 
seven cats but Mother had insisted I 
stay with Betty for a week at least.

“She has no family left now and 
the poor soul’s going to feel lost 
without Don,” she said. “It isn’t 
right for her to be alone at the 
moment.”

As I swung the car through the 
gateway and round the path to the 
garage, I noticed something which 
made me jam on the brakes in 
shock.

“What’s wrong?” Betty asked, 
rubbing her elbow, which my 
abrupt stop had bumped against 
the car door.

“That bathroom window — I left 
it closed!”

The window, an old-fashioned 
sash type, was pushed up to its full­
est extent, curtains flapping across 
the sill. Betty and I exchanged a 
startled glance. Burglars!

I grabbed a large wrench from 
the glove compartment and we 
crept in through the front door, 
expecting to be pounced on. But a 
nerve-wracking tour of the house 
revealed no trace of intruders. 
There was just that gaping window 
with its billowing curtains.

“I must have forgotten to close it 
after all,” I said doubtfully.

About 11:30 P.M., as we were 
unwinding over a cup of coffee in 
the lounge, we heard a muffled 
noise overhead, as if someone had 
walked in slippers across the spare 
bedroom. White-faced, we set down 
our cups. Sticking close together, 
we tiptoed upstairs, armed with the 
poker and the fire tongs.

The spare-room window was 
open as far as it would go. I was 
certain I had closed that one too!

Again we searched every nook 
and cranny but could find nobody 
lurking. Puzzled and shaken, we 
gulped our cool coffee and went 
nervously to bed, keeping our doors 
ajar to hear each other yell if either 
of us was attacked.

The landing from which the bed­
rooms opened off was approximate­
ly 20 feet long, a thin corridor from 
the door of that extra front room to 
three steps down into the bathroom 
at the rear of the house. Just before
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midnight, Betty and I both heard a 
heavy thump. Comparing notes, we 
agreed that it was as if a giant fist 
had slammed with all its might on 
the landing side of Betty’s bedroom 
wall; but when we rushed to investi­
gate, there was nothing to account 
for it.

* « *

NEXT MORNING, cheered by 
the brightness of a wintry sun, 
we dismissed “The Thump” as a 

hiccup in the plumbing. I even con­
vinced myself that I’d been absent­
minded about those windows. But 
that evening, at precisely the same 
time — a few minutes to midnight 
— came “The Drag.” Behind the 
closed door of the mysterious empty 
bedroom, it sounded as if a heavy 
object were being dragged across 
the floor. We tumbled out of bed 
and inched the door open, but apart 
from a divan, a chair and a small 
walnut dressing table, the room was 
empty and apparently undisturbed.

Sleep was out of the question. I 
was glad I’d laid in a bottle of 
Scotch. We went downstairs and 
made strong, hot toddy.

Suddenly Betty clutched my arm, 
almost spilling my drink. “Lorna,” 
she cried, “I’ve been so blind and 
stupid. It’s Don!”

“Don?”
“He’s giving us signs that he’s try­

ing to get through to me.”
I sipped my whiskey, avoiding 

her gaze. I’d been a total skeptic of 
the paranormal until a chilling ex­

perience seven years previously, on 
the night my father died. Disturbed 
as I was by the odd goings-on in this 
house, I clung doggedly to the hope 
of a natural explanation.

Betty wrung her hands in agita­
tion. “Have you ever done table­
turning?” she asked.

I replied, “Only once, with a 
wineglass and the alphabet. I told 
you about it, remember? But never 
again.”

Betty leaped to her feet, eyes 
fever-bright. “Please, we must,”she 
implored me. “This time will be dif­
ferent. You won4 be personally 
involved.”

She ransacked the kitchen cup­
boards for a wineglass but there was 
none to be found. She was so dis­
traught that, against my better judg­
ment, I said, “If you feel that 
strongly about it, we’ll buy one 
tomorrow. But don’t get too built 
up. It mightn’t work at all, espe­
cially with just two of us.”

“It will. Don will talk to me 
now.”

After tea that evening we pre­
pared for our “seance.” The whole 
idea depressed me. Still, I’d prom­
ised and there was no backing out 
now.

Almost immediately the glass 
sprang to life with a drive and 
urgency that took our breath away.

“FINDTHE PAPERS,”it spelled 
out.

“Don, is that you?” Betty asked 
tremulously.
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The glass raced round the circle 
of letters so fast we could scarcely 
keep contact with it.

“Don, darling, I’m missing you 
terribly!” Betty burst out. “We 
didn’t even have the chance to say 
good-bye.”

“NOT DON, NOT DON. LILY.”
The blood drained from Betty’s 

face.
“Who are you, Lily?” I said 

hastily.
“LILY NOBLE. FIND THE 

PAPERS.”
An inexplicable sensation of pity 

and distress washed over me. Betty 
seemed stunned but her index fin­
ger stayed on the whirling glass. It 
told an astonishing story. Lily 
Noble was a 25-year-old girl who 
had lived with her father in our 
house when it was first built. In 
1924,52 years ago, because of some 
lost papers, she had stabbed herself 
to death on the landing.

“CANNOT REST. HAVE TO 
FIND PAPERS,” the words came. 
“YOU LOOK. YOU LOOK.”

“Where, Lily? Where must we 
look?”

“LOCKED TRUNK IN COAL 
SHED. FIND THE PAPERS. OH, 
FIND THE PAPERS.”

Without warning the glass went 
dead. We kept our fingers on its rim 
and Betty sobbed and begged Don 
to communicate. Although we per­
sisted for a good half hour, there 
was not the slightest response. Betty 
went tearfully into the kitchen to 

brew coffee. When she returned, 
she was calmer.

“It wasn’t Don after all,” she 
sighed.

“No. I’m sorry.”
“It was stupid of me. 1 know he’s 

always with me anyway. You were 
right. We shouldn’t have touched 
the glass. That poor girl — the kitch­
en knife.” She shuddered. “The 
awful thump we heard — it could 
have been her body falling against 
the wall! Maybe we’re meant to 
help her.”

“How?”
“Well, she asked us to look in the 

coal shed.”
Overcome with a sense of ur­

gency, we couldn4 wait for day­
light. I fetched the powerful car 
lantern and we unbolted the rick­
ety, creaking door of the tall brown 
hut next to the garage. There was 
no coal, just a stack of rotting wood 
inhabited by a creepy legion of 
spiders. The torchlight picked out a 
flat black one with windmill legs 
crabbing beneath something that 
glinted — the edge of a dusty metal 
trunk!

Betty and I hauled it from the 
mound of crumbling timber. It was 
padlocked but the lock was so rust- 
eaten that a sharp blow with the 
edge of a stone snapped it. Dry­
mouthed with excitement, I pried 
open the lid.

All that lay inside were a mil­
dewed pair of lady’s strapped pat­
ent shoes, 1920’s style, and a damp, 
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warped copy of an Edgar Wallace 
thriller, The Frightened Lady.

Feeling foolish, we shoved the 
trunk back into its cobwebbed 
corner. Whatever power, occult or 
otherwise, had activated the wine­
glass, we had been the victims of a 
mischievous trick.

Or so we thought.
At about 11:45 P.M. Betty called 

to me from the bathroom, “What 
did you say, Lorna?”

“I didn’t speak,” I said.
“But there was a voice —”
“Probably me closing this 

drawer. It squeaked. I reckon we’ve 
given ourselves the heebie-jeebies.”

But when my turn came for the 
bathroom, I could have sworn I 
heard a female voice, faint and 
whispering. Was it my imagination 
or had it really said, “Find the 
papers”?

We hid the glass at the very back 
of a cupboard and for three nights 
nothing happened. The weekend, 
too, passed without incident. We 
began to relax and tried to forget 
the eerie events of the previous 
week.

• • *

ON MONDAY Betty was thrilled 
to receive an unexpected letter 
from a cousin of Don’s inviting 

her to stay with the family at their 
farm in County Antrim. She 
phoned her eager acceptance. 
They’d fetch her on Wednesday 
afternoon.

I was pleased for her. It was just 

the break she needed. So Tuesday 
would be our last night in Sandhill 
Gardens for at least a fortnight.

The evening passed pleasantly as 
I helped Betty pack. Again, it was 
around midnight when we made 
our way to bed. I’d just snuggled 
under the sheets when all hell broke 
loose. First the giant fist on the 
landing wall, then the dragging 
noise from the spare bedroom, 
louder than before. It lasted for 
perhaps 25 to 30 seconds.

Betty and I met fearfully in her 
doorway.

She asked, “What can we do?”
“1 wish I knew. Recite the Lord’s 

Prayer or something.”
“Oh, my God, look!” she cried.
Betty pointed to the steps outside 

the bathroom. I saw an undulating 
shape, then — so clearly that I 
clutched the banister for support — 
a figure running down the stairs. At 
the bottom it turned and gazed up 
at us and we found ourselves staring 
into the pallid face of a young dark­
haired woman wearing an expres­
sion of terrible anguish. She ap­
peared to be crying. A gust of icy air 
surrounded us. Then the figure 
melted into nothingness.

At that moment my last vestige of 
skepticism died. I understood that 
we’d received a passionate plea for 
help — and we had failed.

After a sleepless night a subdued 
Betty was borne off to her friends’ 
farm, while I went back home re­
solved to investigate Lily Noble’s 
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story. I began by sounding out the 
house agent but he had handled No. 
1 only for the past eight years and 
knew nothing of its history prior to 
that. Neighbors, the richest source 
of local gossip, looked to be young­
ish people who would not have 
been around in the 1920’s. A search 
through all local newspapers for 
1924 yielded no information about 
a suicide. Where could I go from 
there?

I toyed with the idea of consult­
ing the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
station for that area. But, apart 
from the fact that the Ulster police 
were at full strength with the grim 
pressures of terrorism, they’d think 
I was a crank if 1 were to say, 
“Excuse me, but I’m trying to trace 
a ghost from 50 years ago.” And 
yet, by one of those incredible coin­
cidences which happen only in real 
life, it was indeed the RUC that 
inadvertently supplied the key to 
the mystery.

On the following Friday the agent 
phoned. Could I please go along to 
the house at once? Someone had 
thrown a brick through the bottom 
front window. A policeman would 
meet me there to check if anything 
had been stolen.

Unquiet spirits, bricks — where 
would it all end? I wished I had 
never set eyes on No. 1 Sandhill 
Gardens.

I was relieved to discover that the 
breakage had been sheer mindless 
vandalism. Nothing was gone.

“Pleasant here,” said the consta­
ble as I signed my statement. “I live 
quite near myself. My kids love to 
play on that old railway track at the 
back. Not that you’d know it had 
ever been a railway now, except for 
the sleepers under the grass. And 
the ghost, of course.”

“Ghost?” I said, nearly falling out 
of my chair.

The policeman, grinning, asked, 
“It’s not been bothering you, has 
it?”

So I told him about Lily Noble. 
As it turned out, however, I’d got 
the wrong ghost. The one the con­
stable meant was a male crossing­
keeper mown down by a train be­
fore World War I.

“That’s odd, though,” he said 
thoughtfully. “Tell you what. I’ve 
an uncle retired from the force and 
living in Londonderry. He’d have 
been a young copper in our station 
about that time. I’ll give him a buzz. 
If there was a suicide, the police 
should have been in on it.”

The constable was as good as his 
word. A couple of days later he 
called back with some startling in­
formation.

His uncle remembered the case 
well. Arthur Noble, a widower, 
lived with his daughter Lily, an only 
child, in No. 1 Sandhill Gardens. 
He owned large portions of land in 
the district and he was selling the 
land for building. The transactions 
involved a lot of money but some­
thing went wrong. It came to light 
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that the young solicitor acting for 
Arthur Noble was swindling him. It 
was a doubly cruel betrayal because 
the solicitor was also Lily’s fiance.

For her sake no legal action was 
taken and the heartless scoundrel 
was allowed to abandon his prac­
tice and leave the country. As a 
result Lily had a nervous break­
down and spent some time in a 
mental hospital from which she was 
discharged, supposedly cured. A 
few weeks afterwards she plunged 
down the landing steps with a kitch­
en knife in her hand.

The merciful verdict had been 
“accidental death” and influential 
friends of Arthur Noble had kept 
the story out of the newspapers. 
Lily had refused to accept her fian­
ce’s guilt. Her delusion was that 
somewhere were secret papers 
which would clear his name.

“It’s the weirdest thing I’ve ever 
heard,” the constable admitted. 
“Whatever was in that glass cer­
tainly got its facts right.”

Well, now we had the confirma­
tion I had been seeking. I wasn’t 
sure whether to be glad or sorry.

When Betty came back to the 
house, 1 rejoined her, half fearing, 
half hoping that we might regain 
contact with Lily and ease her tor­
mented spirit. There was nothing. 
No opened windows, no thumps or 
drags, no soft voice calling pitifully 
from the landing. Even when we 
plucked up courage to try the wine­
glass again, it stayed silent and 

inert. The poor unhappy shade of 
Lily Noble had fled, leaving us with 
a host of unanswered questions. 
Where has she gone? Has she finally 
accepted the bitter truth or does she 
still wander somewhere in search of 
the nonexistent proof of her lover’s 
innocence?

A decade later Betty is settled in 
her bungalow, with two dogs and a 
cat for company. She has found 
consolation and fresh purpose 
through working for handicapped 
children. At least one Sunday a 
month she spends a quiet hour with 
Don at Roselawn Cemetery.

Ours was the last “letting” of No. 
1 Sandhill Gardens. After we left, 
the absentee landlord sold it. The 
new owner has given it a complete 
facelift. I drive past it often and see 
cars in the driveway and children 
playing in the garden. The once- 
troubled house has every appear­
ance of being a happy family home.

Of the many casual tenants who 
occupied it over the years, were 
Betty and I the only unwitting spec­
tators of a raw human drama which 
happened before we were born? 
Through our rash tampering with 
the wineglass, had we summoned 
poor Lily Noble back from beyond 
the grave to reenact her heartbreak? 
Was there more we could have done 
for our tragic ghost? If so, where did 
we go wrong?

We shall never know and, with 
lingering guilt, we shall never cease 
to wonder.
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ESP IN CHILDREN
Researchers are attempting to determine whether 

growth and learning suppress a child’s "natural" psychic powers.

By Susan Blackmore

ííTlTE ARE ALL born with 
W psychic powers and lose 

them with age and learning.”
This is a familiar notion and a 

fascinating one. Many parents feel 
so close to their babies that they are 
convinced they have a paranormal 
rapport. But if such a rapport exists, 
it seems to disappear when the 
infants grow into childhood. Then 
some parents feel that their child’s 
education destroys this bond. While 
schooling helps the child to think 
more rationally, in some way it de­
stroys his intuitive perception of the 
world. Thus it might be argued that 
education suppresses our inborn 
psychic powers. This factor might 
even relate to the frequent claims 
that psychic functioning is common 
among primitive peoples who do 
not have our education and insis­
tence or rationality.

So are we born with ESP? And 
do education and learning suppress 
it? These questions are testable and 
parapsychologists have tackled 

them repeatedly over the years.
In 1937, when experimental para­

psychology was still a new area of 
research, Dr. Louisa Rhine, wife of 
Dr. J. B. Rhine, suggested that 
children might be especially gifted 
psychic subjects because they are 
more naive and less analytical than 
adults. She carried out experiments 
with children aged three to 15 years 
at Duke University and found that 
the youngest got the highest ESP 
scores. But these studies were not 
well controlled, so the results can­
not be relied on.

More than 30 years later psychi­
atrist Jan Ehrenwald suggested that 
the special symbiosis between 
mother and infant could be the 
“cradle of ESP.” A fellow psychi­
atrist, Berthold Schwarz, reported a 
series of apparently spontaneous 
telepathic events with his baby 
daughter, although no experimen­
tal tests were carried out. Later, in 
1971, Dr. Schwarz published his 
book Parent-Child Telepathy, 
which reported 505 instances of 
presumed ESP between his two 
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growing children and him and/or 
his wife.

More formal suggestions came 
later from psychologists who ar­
gued that ESP resembles the modes 
of thinking used by children under 
seven or eight years of age and 
accordingly, ESP ability ought to 
decline after that age. Others have 
noted that belief in ESP is necessary 
for its functioning. Since children 
more readily believe in the possibil­
ity of ESP, that may help them 
demonstrate it.

In the 1950’s, J. G. van Bussch- 
bach, a Dutch parapsychologist and 
school inspector, began a long se­
ries of ESP tests with literally thou­
sands of children in the classroom. 
He used a guessing procedure with 
the children’s teachers acting as 
“senders.” During his initial tests, 
the primary schoolchildren did very

well but secondary schoolchildren 
did not. He confirmed this finding 
in later studies conducted both in 
Holland and in the United states, 
where his research was widely repli­
cated by workers from Duke Uni­
versity. Busschbach attributed these 
results to the better rapport teachers 
have with children in the primary 
schools and the discouragement of 
children’s intuitive thinking that 
tends to occur in secondary school. 
These studies, however, suffered 
from several experimental flaws so 
it is possible that the results were 
not due to ESP at all. When he 
modified the procedure for his final 
tests in America, the results came 
out close to chance. Nevertheless, 
these early studies certainly indi­
cated that further research into the 
idea of ESP in children was worth­
while.

WHEN THE pioneering work at Duke University in the 1930's 
proved that the existence of ESP could be systematically explored, 
parapsychologists began positing theories about the sixth sense. 
They also began trying to learn whether any special groups of 
subjects were particularly gifted. The search for evidence of ESP in 
children started in 1936 when Margaret Pegram, spurred on by the 
Duke work, began experiments with a nine-year-old girl named 
Lillian. Pegram was testing children at the Wright Refuge in Dur­
ham when she met the girl, who soon became one of the few “star” 
subjects ever to guess correctly the order of all 25 cards in a 
standard ESP deck. Later experiments with children focused on 
the correlation between IQ and ESP. Research into ESP in child­
hood received an important impetus in the 1970’s when Ernesto 
Spinelli reported his highly successful work in England. But as Dr. 
Susan Blackmore of the University of Bristol explains in this con­
tribution to our “Parapsychology Today" series, Dr. Spinelli’s 
research complicated rather than resolved the question of ESP in 
children.
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Many more experiments using 
children as subjects followed over 
the next 20 years, especially be­
tween teachers and their students. 
Some experimenters found that 
positive scores resulted when the 
teacher acted as agent but not when 
an outside experimenter sent the 
targets. Other researchers felt that 
specific personality variables played 
a part in successful ESP scoring but 
these findings were not replicable. 
In other words, while some of the 
first experimental parapsycholo­
gists concluded that young children 
could demonstrate ESP, their tests 
were not always successful, and no 
one could discover any magic proce­
dure for ensuring success. While 
some of these researchers uncovered 
hints that younger children might 
score especially well on ESP tests, 
no one ever formally tested this 
theory. Thus by this stage ESP in 
children was still an open question.

Recent research in the 1970’s and 
1980’s has concentrated more close­
ly on the specific link between age 
and psychic functioning, including 
the way ESP relates to psychologi­
cal or cognitive development — the 
maturation of the child’s thinking. 
Parapsychologist Sally Ann Druck­
er and her colleagues in New York 
tested several children at their 
homes or day-care centers. Before 
the test, each child’s cognitive devel­
opment was determined by the use 
of a simple psychological technique. 
The children were then classified 

into logical, prelogical and “mixed” 
groups on the basis of their test 
scores. Developmental psycholo­
gists believe that shifts occur within 
children between the ages of five 
and seven when their thinking be­
comes more logical and analytical.

The actual ESP test each child 
took involved a bag of multicolored 
M & M candies. One was randomly 
drawn from a bag by the experi­
menter and the child had to guess its 
color. If the guess was correct the 
child got to eat the candy. The 
researchers expected the prelogical 
children to score the highest but in 
fact the only group to score signifi­
cantly was the “mixed” group — 
that is, those children apparently 
still making the transition from pre­
logical to logical thinking. But even 
this conceivably successful result 
did not hold up when the experi­
menters tried to replicate their 
work. No relationship could there­
fore be established between ESP 
and cognitive development.

* « «

BY THE MlD-l970’s the results 
of various tests using children 
as subjects were a mixture of appar­

ent success, failure and confusion. 
But this was to change dramatically 
when Ernesto Spinelli, a graduate 
student at the University of Surrey 
in England, undertook his research. 
He developed a theory of “para­
normal cognition” suggesting that 
ESP should work best in immature 
organisms whose internal thinking 
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processes are poorly developed. 
This would allow more scope for 
external — or paranormal — influ­
ences to register and interact with 
the organism's normal thinking pro­
cesses. He therefore argued that 
children under eight years of age 
should do particularly well at ESP 
tasks, since their sense of “self’ 
would not be strong enough to “fil­
ter out” psychic information.

Spinelli proceeded to test 1000 
subjects in pairs: one acting as 
sender and the other as receiver. 
The targets were groups of pictures 
instead of geometric symbols and 
the subjects ranged from three-year- 
old children in play groups to old- 
age pensioners.

The results were overwhelmingly 
significant. With five pictures to 
choose from, the subjects would be 
expected to score about 20 percent 
right by chance. But the youngest 
children (aged three and four) 
scored nearly 45 percent. This rep­
resents odds of 1000 to one against 
chance. The next older children 
(aged four and five) scored a little 
less but still way beyond chance. 
The older children (aged five to 
eight), like the adults, scored right 
at chance levels. It was finally look­
ing as if an exponential relationship 
between chronological age and ESP 
was being uncovered.

Spinelli, who eventually earned 
his Ph.D. with this work, also made 
several other important discoveries. 
For example, he found that the best 

scores were obtained when the pairs 
of children were matched for age 
and IQ. In other words, when the 
two children were similar in both 
chronological and intellectual devel­
opment, they scored higher.

There were problems, however, 
with the experimental procedure 
Spinelli used and the critics were 
quick to point them out. To get the 
children more involved in the tests, 
he let the sender choose the picture 
target. This was a fatal flaw, one 
that could invalidate the entire ex­
periment. A similarity might have 
existed between the order in which 
the senders chose the targets and 
the guessing biases of the receivers. 
That is, if the children happened to 
like similar pictures, both the send­
ers and receivers might have picked 
the same ones in the same order for 
perfectly normal reasons. This 
might even explain Spinelli’s second­
ary findings, since children of simi­
lar age and development would be 
more likely to make similar choices.

In response Spinelli pointed out 
that he had preselected pictures that 
would be equally attractive to the 
subjects. But for his later experi­
ments he changed his procedure. 
For these tests the target pictures 
were randomly selected and the 
results were still significant — al­
though far fewer children were test­
ed. Some critics suggested that Spi­
nelli himself might have something 
to do with the results, so a few tests 
were carried out under perfectly 
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controlled conditions but in his 
absence. The level of the scoring fell 
dramatically but the results were 
still significantly above chance.

Other parapsychologists imme­
diately tried to confirm Spinelli’s 
impressive findings. Working in an 
elementary school near Boston, 
Susan Shargal used a somewhat 
different method. She tested first-, 
third- and fifth-grade students, 
using not pictures but blank clocks 
as targets. She acted as the agent 
herself, looking at a clock face with 
one number marked on it. The 
children were asked to guess the 
number. As she predicted, the 
younger children did the best; only 
the first-grade students scored sig­
nificantly above chance.

This study is not without flaws. 
Shargal made the error of remain­
ing in the same room with the chil­
dren while carrying out her testing. 
It is therefore possible that she 
might have conveyed to the chil­
dren some idea of the correct res­
ponse by normal means — sensory 
cueing. This seems even more viable 
on the basis of a follow-up study 
Shargal conducted later. She tested 
first-graders again but this time no 
one looked at the target and sensory 
cueing could not have occurred. 
The scoring rates in these tests were 
now lower and not independently 
significant. The poorly controlled 
conditions in Shargal’s first exper- 

. iment may have accounted for the 
positive results.

More direct attempts at replicat­
ing Spinelli’s findings were carried 
out in Great Britain. In Edinburgh, 
Hilary Henegan tested a total of 150 
children aged three to five years 
with a procedure similar to Spinel­
li’s, but her results were inconsis­
tent. This led her to wonder whether 
the problem might have been her 
own motivation, which was not as 
high as Spinelli’s. He had been try­
ing to prove a specific and personal 
theory about ESP. So she designed 
an experiment in which she was 
more personally interested. She ar­
ranged to test the children with 
their mothers working as the experi­
menter-agents. To serve as a con­
trol, a research assistant instead of 
their mothers worked with the 
children for several other runs. 
Naturally, Henegan expected the 
tests with mother-child pairs to be 
the most successful, but the oppo­
site actually occurred!

I also tried to replicate Spinelli’s 
work and even carried out my re­
search at the University of Surrey 
where he made his findings. I 
worked with children of the same 
age as he had and first tried my 
hand with Sally Drucker’s “M & 
M” experimental procedure from 
the United States.

These tests included both clair­
voyance conditions with no one 
knowing the color of the candy and 
telepathy conditions with the sender 
another child of an age similar to 
the subject’s. The results were uni­
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formly close to chance expectation.
My next experiments more close­

ly resembled Spinelli’s. The targets 
were pictures and the children, aged 
three to five, worked in pairs. The 
target for each trial was randomly 
selected by computer so that no 
biasing factor could contaminate 
the results. My findings were quite 
different from Spinelli’s. I found no 
sign of ESP at work and no correla­
tions between age and ESP. The 
younger children did just as poorly, 
if not worse, than the older ones.

• « *

HOW CAN the discrepancies in 
all this research be explained? 
Spinelli seemed able to procure 

dramatically significant results with 
his children and always in the direc­
tion he had predicted. Yet those of 
us replicating his findings under 
controlled conditions failed. This is 
a familiar problem in parapsychol­
ogy — the best results end up 
unrepeatable.

There are several possible expla­
nations. I personally followed Spi­
nelli's experiments closely and even 
observed some tests in progress. 
Most of his experiments were 
flawed by the “guessing order” 
stacking effect. Spinelli denied the 
seriousness of this flaw and by 
pointing out that his later (success­
ful) experiments had corrected the 
procedure. But in fact, the only 
experiments Spinelli conducted 
under perfectly controlled condi­
tions were the few final series, and 

these produced the lowest scores. 1 
also pointed out that his stunning 
results were never published in a 
full-length journal article and this 
made it difficult for others to assess 
them.

Nevertheless, Spinelli remains 
convinced that his results did dem­
onstrate ESP and he has suggested 
that those of us who failed to repli­
cate his work didn’t have the right 
personality, motivation or rapport 
with the children. These are all pos­
sibilities but go against the evidence, 
as Hilary Henegan demonstrated 
with her research in Edinburgh spe­
cifically using motivation as an im­
portant element. Using all sorts of 
variations, I was unable to find any 
evidence of ESP in children.

Could it be that there is simply no 
such thing? If this is the case, then 
we must ask why so many people 
believe there is. This question is eas­
ier to answer. Parents have a very 
special relationship with their chil­
dren, especially a new mother with 
her baby. The experience of bur­
geoning motherhood may be unlike 
anything she has ever experienced 
before. Her baby is totally helpless 
and totally dependent on her. She 
spends hours every day holding the 
baby and looking into his or her 
bright little eyes. She watches every 
movement and listens to every little 
sniffle and every loud cry. She tries 
to understand how her baby feels 
and what it is like to be so tiny.

Through love and closeness 
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comes understanding and when 
parent and child are really close, 
each learns to know what the other 
needs, what the other is feeling or 
what the other is about to do. They 
sense it from facial expressions and 
body posture. It is easy in this state 
to feel that something paranormal 
must be going on but perhaps it is 
just the normal, special process of 
loving another human being. Per­
haps we don4 need to invoke ESP 
at all.

So now that we have looked at 
the research and the alternative 
explanations, can we answer the 
questions with which we began? Is 
each of us born with ESP? And do 
education and learning suppress our 
“natural” psychic powers?

The answers seem to elude us the 
more closely we seek them. If we 
look solely at Spinelli’s results we 

★

might say yes — and yes again. But 
his results proved hard to repeat. 
Science is a process of confirming 
preliminary results, testing theories 
from different angles and trying to 
understand the processes underly­
ing our findings. This is how pro­
gress in science is made. But as 
parapsychologists search for evi­
dence of ESP in children, the exper­
iments continue to be contradic­
tory. There has been little progress 
and the best controlled attempts to 
confirm Spinelli's findings eventu­
ally failed. I cannot help feeling that 
if children are naturally psychic, 
these years of research ought to 
have brought us closer to under­
standing the sixth sense.

The evidence for ESP in children 
is just about as confusing and con­
tradictory as the evidence for ESP 
in general.

WAR WITHOUT WOUNDS

WAR BETWEEN Holland 
and the Scilly Isles ended 
April 17, 1986, after 335 years. 

Both sides were wreathed in smiles 
— there never were any casualties 
— when peace was officially de­
clared in the council chamber on 
the island of St. Mary’s.

“1 am extremely pleased to be 
able to visit the islands and tell the 
people who live here that the war is 
finally over,” said Dutch Ambas­
sador Jonkheer Huydecoper, who 
arrived by helicopter on the island 
28 miles off southwestern England. 

He presented the Scillonians with 
an elaborate scroll declaring an 
end to the state of war that has 
existed since 1651. The island 
authorities have always contended 
that Holland declared war on the 
Scillies that year and never made 
peace afterward.

Historical records show that a 
Dutch fleet did indeed sail for the 
Scillies to deal with pirates who 
were attacking merchant ships, but 
by the time the Dutch navy arrived 
an English force had dealt with the 
buccaneers. No shots were fired.



I had no idea where my “dream” 

came from but it changed my life forever....

By Yvonne Y. Kernan

I WAS AN exceptionally pretty 
young girl with long auburn 

curls. My parents William and Lulu 
Taylor had a large family but sadly, 
out of nine children they raised only 
three, the first child (a boy), the 
middle child (another boy) and the 
ninth (me). The others died either at 
birth or in their early childhood.

From the beginning I was nearly 
killed with kindness and attention. 
My older brother Felix was married 
and away from home before I was 
born. I adored my other brother 
Cyril, who was 14 when I came into 
the world, and he became head of 
the family when my father died at 
his desk at the Los Angeles Exam­
iner five years later.

Even with the hardships and 
tragedies I was happy with my life. 
As long as I had my mother and 
brother, all was well in my world.

I had never been very strong and 
when I was nine the doctor urged 
my mother to cut my hair, which 
now was below my knees, because 
he said it was sapping my strength.

Whether it was the haircut or 

nature, 1 started growing at the rate 
of six inches in one year. When I 
reached 14,1 was five feet seven and 
a half inches tall, skinny as a rail. I 
thought I was the ugliest person 
alive. I wanted my mother and 
brother to be proud of me but I felt I 
was a disgrace to them.

My mother and 1 slept in one 
room. One night she awakened me 
and said I had been reciting beauti­
ful poetry. “Were you dreaming?” 
she asked.

Awake, I couldn’t rhyme cat and 
rat but I remembered the dream 
very well. There had been an explo­
sion in a niter plant and I could hear 
screams coming from inside the 
building. People milled around but 
no one did anything. Determined to 
save some of the suffering victims, I 
ran toward the plant, only to be 
held back by a man who grabbed 
my shoulder.

“Stop!” he commanded. “If you 
go in there now, you are wasting 
another life.”

I looked up at the man who 
seemed to be Jesus. He wore a long 
white robe and had a beautiful 
smile.

79



FATE

I tried to explain that my life was 
of no value and that I should try to 
save the lives of the people in the 
building.

He said, “There is no such thing 
as a valueless life. For the people 
inside the building nothing can be 
done. It would be wrong to throw 
other lives away.”

He started speaking in rhyme. 
Other persons stood around us. 
Finally He put his hand on another 
person and said, “This is my arm.” 
To another He said, “This is my 
leg.” To the person standing next to 
me, he said, “You are my hands.” 
He went around the group naming 
different parts of the body and fin­
ished by putting his hand on my 
shoulder and saying, “You are my 
heart.”

When I finished describing all 
this to Mother, she said she thought 
I had had a vision, not a dream. 
Whatever it was, it left a lasting 
impression on me and has influ­
enced my entire life.

Over the years my “vision” has 
guided my life in many ways. At 
that particular time I began think­
ing about the situation and decided 
that, even though I wasn’t beauti­
ful, I could be good. I could be lov­
ing. I could be a necessary part of 
the whole. My mother and brother 
would be proud of me.

Some years later, when I had 
been married a few years and had a 
small child, my husband and I were 
having serious problems; I could 

see no way out of them. It was dur­
ing the Depression and we were 
very poor. I could live without 
money but I couldn’t live without 
love, trust and understanding.

Then my “vision” returned. I 
thought of my child and realized I 
couldn’t leave her. I couldn’t hurt 
my mother and brother either. They 
had done their very best for me. The 
situation ended, not as I hoped it 
would but at least it was over.

I had to make a new start. My life 
opened up to an entirely new expe­
rience and happiness I never be­
lieved possible.

Through the years, as could only 
be expected, I had periods of trou­
ble and depression. The worst 
occurred after my second husband 
Jack Kernan’s death on January 3, 
1976. We had been married for 37 
happy years.

I didn’t see how I could continue 
living without him. I remembered 
my “vision” and thought again that 
there must be a useful place for me 
somewhere. I didn’t want to worry 
my child or her family. My own life 
seemed meaningless but I studied 
various activities trying to find a 
niche for myself.

A friend had given me several 
large pieces of stained glass. I loved 
color so I decided to take a class and 
with luck be able to make a window 
for my front door. I was in my 70’s 
then and the teacher was so im­
pressed with my advanced age that 
he could hardly teach me. He intro-
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duced me to everyone who came in 
and told each one he was sure I was 
the oldest pupil he had ever had. I 
almost felt that 1 should be in a 
circus sideshow but I kept at it until 
I learned to do quite nice work. 
That was 10 years ago.

Eventually I felt confident enough 
to volunteer to make a stained glass 
window for the church if the minis­
ter and vestry approved. I visual­
ized a small two-by-three window 
stuck in a comer someplace but 
they wanted a six-foot rose window 
over the altar!

My first inclination was to decline 
but then I thought, if they didn't 
believe in me, they wouldn4 have 
asked so I should try. When I was 
finished, I gave the window to the 
church as a memorial to my hus­
band. Working on it provided me 
with much happiness. The next year 
I made 12 smaller windows for the 
chapel and dedicated them to the 
memory of my mother.

In 1985 the bottom dropped out 
of my life again. My adored grand­
nephew Bill, who had always been 
the epitome of responsibility, sud­
denly fell in love at age 28. If oppo­
sites attract, she was everything he 
wasn4: thoughtless in her relation­
ships with others, careless in finan­
cial matters, crude in behavior. I 
felt strongly that the girl wasn4 a 
good match for him. I was heart­
broken and didn4 know what to do.

One Sunday in church I was read­
ing the bulletin and noticed this 

statement: “There would not be a 
body if it were all only one part. As 
it is, there are many parts and one 
body.”

I could hardly believe my eyes 
because it brought back my “vision” 
so clearly. A few Sundays later I 
read this in the bulletin: “There are 
different kinds of spiritual gifts but 
the same Lord is served. There are 
different abilities to perform service 
but the same God gives ability to 
everyone for all services.”

Similar quotations appeared in 
other bulletins in the following 
weeks. Every time I came across 
one, it set me back on my heels 
because it brought my “vision” so 
clearly to mind. I tried to find out 
who was responsible for putting 
these sentences in the bulletins. 
When I couldn’t learn immediately, 
I became obsessed. I had to know.

Then I asked another woman if 
she knew anything about them. Not 
only had she put them in the bul­
letin, as it turned out, she said they 
were from her favorite chapter in 
the New Testament. She took a 
Bible in hand and opened it to I 
Corinthians, Chapter 12, and there 
it was! The “vision” I had had so 
many years before was described on 
the pages before me. Goose bumps 
peppered my arms.

I’m in my 80’s now and I thought 
I was fairly familiar with the Bible 
and its many stories. I had heard 
quotations from Corinthians before 
and I believe our minister even
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preached from that chapter of the was 141 had never read any part of 
Bible not long before 1 made my Corinthians and yet it affected my 
discovery. But I know that when I whole life.

&
MORE TROUBLE THAN THEY’RE WORTH

By W. Ritchie Benedict

IN AN article released by Cana­
dian Press in late 1984, reporter 
Margaret Bruineman claimed that 

the Canadian Air Force had in­
formation about unidentified fly­
ing objects which was not followed 
up by the National Research Coun­
cil. Although news of UFO sight­
ings has simmered since the 1950’s 
and 1960’s, the Canadian govern­
ment decided they did not threaten 
national security, according to files 
released to the public archives.

In 1968 the Department of 
National Defense passed the UFO 
file to the Planetary Science Sec­
tion of the National Research 
Council where all interest ceased.

“No scientific evidence indicates 
that any of these objects are of 
extraterrestrial origin,” sa>d Dr. A. 
G. McNamara, head of Planetary 
Sciences at NRC’s Herzberg Labo­
ratory. “When this [UFO] pheno­
menon was at its peak, many inves­
tigations took place and they all 
came up with no conclusive evi­
dence.”

The Canadian investigation file,

now open to the public, documents 
the struggle of a determined few 
who were involved in a continuing 
investigations into UFO incidents. 
In a note dated November 14, 
1967, Wing Comdr. D. R. Robert­
son show hope and optimism in 
turning over the UFO file to its 
new custodian.

“If the NRC accepts the respon­
sibility of investigating UFOs and 
they work with the University of 
Toronto in cooperation with the 
DND, in my opinion we are on the 
right track,” Robertson said. 
Clearly it was his pet project.

But undated and unsigned doc­
uments attached to Robertson’s 
brief concluded that the DND 
should not continue the investiga­
tions of UFOs because “the pri­
mary interest of UFOs lies in the 
field of science and to a lesser 
degree... national security.”

The recommendation to get the 
air force out of UFO research 
blamed high administrative costs 
and the overzealousness of the re­
search team.



AND THE 
HUMAN BRAIN

Scientific studies document the link between electrical 

activity in the brain and a wide range of paranormal experiences.

By Michael

DOES THE human brain con­
trol the occurrence of para­
normal or mystical experiences? 

Those researchers who believe that 
psi exists in a nonphysical dimen­
sion think the brain is not required. 
Other researchers believe that all 
experience is ultimately caused by 
the brain, including psi.

Be it due to cause or correlation, 
a particular portion of the human 
brain, the temporal lobe, is inti­
mately involved with psi experi­
ences. Natural or artificial stimula­
tion of this portion of the brain can 
produce all of the major features of 
subjective psi experiences.

The temporal lobe makes up the 
side of the brain and is located 
approximately at the level of the 
ears. This portion of the brain 
underwent unusual development 
very recently in evolutionary his­
tory. The shape of this region has 
changed dramatically to make 
room for these developments. Some 
structures show remarkable asym- 

A. Persinger

metry, meaning that the same struc­
ture is visually different on one side 
of the brain from the other. This 
asymmetry has sometimes been 
paired with the emergence of con­
sciousness itself.

Deep within the temporal lobe 
there are two structures that are 
important to human experience. 
One is called the hippocampus. It is 
involved with memory. Damage to 
this critical structure results in 
memory loss or amnesia. The other 
structure is the amygdala, involved 
with feelings of pleasure, pain and, 
most importantly, the experience of 
meaningfulness or understanding.

These two structures, the amyg­
dala and the hippocampus, are sen­
sitive to electrical signals sent by 
other portions of the brain. Modern 
techniques in neuroscience have 
shown that during periods of per­
sonal stress, such as job pressures or 
the loss of a loved one, these por­
tions of the brain become more 
than usually electrically active for
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very long periods of time.
For many years now, neurosur­

geons have known that stimulation 
of these temporal lobe structures by 
small outside electrical currents, 
like the ones produced by the brain 
itself, can produce experiences. 
These experiences usually involve 
lots of emotion and meaningful­
ness. Many times the person feels 
that he is “somewhere else.” Often 
the experiences involve vivid scenes 
of other places or the “apparitions” 
of familiar persons.

For example, one of the patients 
of Dr. Janice R. Stevens and her 
colleagues (at Massachusetts 
General Hospital and Harvard 
Medical School) reported being 
“far away, super-relaxed, pleasant 
and detached.” These experiences 
occurred when the patient's deep 
temporal lobe was electrically stim­
ulated for therapeutic reasons. The 
patient also felt tingling sensations 
and a “strange light” within the 
head.

Still other sensations were deep 
warmth and floating. Sometimes 
there were experiences of great 
pleasure, like “nirvana,” followed 
by feelings of looking on a scene, 
including her own body.

The temporal lobe is important 
for the understanding of language. 
During brief periods when the 
wrong kind of electrical signals are 
occurring in the temporal lobe, 
people do not recognize what other 
people are saying. Or the person 

may suddenly hear his name called. 
A word or phrase, appearing to 
come from somewhere else, may be 
“whispered inside the head.” The 
voice may give an instruction.

Another important function of 
the temporal lobe is involved with 
balance or “vestibular” experiences. 
So when this portion of the tem­
poral lobe is stimulated, a person 
may feel as if he is floating, often 
out of his body. Other experiences 
include the feelings of soft vibra­
tions, like riding over a rolling road.

All of these experiences can be 
produced by stimulating the tem­
poral lobe. The persons who report 
these experiences are not crazy. 
Usually they are normal people 
who may have brains that are 
slightly more active electrically than 
other people’s. But all of us have the 
potential to experience these feel­
ings.

• • *

THESE EXPERIENCES are 
similar in many ways to para­
normal experiences. Sensations of 

floating and moving out of the body 
are often called out-of-body experi­
ences (OBEs) or astral travel. The 
experience that something is famil­
iar, although you are seeing it for 
the first time, is called deja vu. 
Some parapsychologists think that 
deja vu may be related to precogni­
tion. From this approach, the deja- 
vu experience is a forgotten pre- 
cognitive dream. But there are 
many other interpretations.
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Like the experiences produced by 
surgical stimulation, most para­
normal experiences have great 
meaning to the person. No matter if 
it is telepathy, precognition or post­
mortem phenomena (experiencing 
a person’s presence after his death), 
the experiences are personally pro­
found. They appear so read and 
meaningful that the experients write 
them down or tell members of their 
family or close friends. Often they 
are given deeply religious inter­
pretations.

The normal periods of electrical 
activity within the temporal lobe 
occur during the early morning 
hours, particularly during periods 
of dreaming. Fatigue, fasting, 
developmental crisis (feeling that 
you are growing old) or the sudden 
loss of an important person can 
influence this activity.

Psi experiences are also domi­
nant at night, usually occurring 
between the hours of midnight and 
4:00 A.M. They often take place 
during a time of crisis or death to a 
friend or family member, or shortly 
thereafter. A few occur when pri­
vate crises become too much to 
bear.

Recently Dr. Vernon Neppe, a 
psychiatrist, reported that sensi­
tives, persons who reported fre­
quent and complex psi experiences, 
also described symptoms that indi­
cate temporal-lobe activity. These 
persons showed alterations in 
memory and reported perfumed or 

pleasant smells. Many of these in­
dividuals “felt” presences of other 
“beings.”

Members of the Neuroscience 
Laboratory, here at Laurentian 
University in Sudbury, Ontario, 
have been looking at the brain 
correlates of psi for many years 
now. We have tested unusual indi­
viduals, such as those who speak in 
tongues or have peak, God-nirvana 
experiences. These individuals are 
rare. During their experiences we 
have found specific electrical 
changes only in the vicinity of the 
temporal lobe.

We have found that persons who 
claim many psi experiences also 
report behaviors that are found in 
persons with above-average electri­
cal activity in the temporal lobes. 
These individuals, who have exces­
sive electrical activity because of 
certain chemical properties in small 
areas of the temporal lobe, are seen 
by others as being highly perserver­
ing. These persons are likely to keep 
extensive diaries or records and to 
write poetry. They are unusually 
fascinated with esoteric and mysti­
cal philosophy and religion.

But we have been much more 
impressed with the experiences of 
everyday people. Our data indicate 
that psi experiences are normal 
things. Regardless of the kinds of 
interpretations that are given to 
these experiences, they occur fre­
quently and, when they do, they 
seem very real.
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Normal persons who report psi 
experiences also undergo intense, 
meaningful experiences, particul­
arly between two and four o’clock 
in the morning. They report that at 
least once in their lives they have 
felt the presence of “other beings” 
or have come in contact with a 
“cosmic consciousness.” These ex­
periences appear real, regardless of 
what kind of psi they report: tele­
pathy, precognition or out-of-body 
experiences. Psi experients are also 
more likely to have sensed soft 
vibrations throughout their body 
just before they fall asleep or oscil­
lating movements like moving over 
a rolling road while they are sitting 
quietly.

Many of them have heard their 
names called by an “inner voice” at 
least once in their lifetimes. They 
feel that when a personal crisis is 
occurring, a special sign will be 
given to them. They are more sensi­
tive to smells and often report ex­
periences of smells from childhood.

Psi experients are normal in 
many other respects. They report 
normal fears and are just as honest 
as persons who don’t report these 
experiences.

Age is not a factor, although in 
our population of university stu­
dents older persons tend to show 
more of the characteristics of the psi 
personality. When given psycholog­
ical test batteries, psi experients are, 
on the average, quite normal. Con­

trary to many popular beliefs, they 
are not abnormal.

Although some psi experients are 
religious and score very highly on 
dogma scales, such as literal inter­
pretation of the Bible, a surpris­
ingly large number of psi experients 
do not go to church. They have 
unusual interests, what we call 
exotic beliefs. They would like to 
travel through time and they believe 
in life on other planets.

We have also found that the more 
psi experiences and temporal-lobe 
signs a person has, the more fre­
quent specific changes are noted in 
electrical recording from the area 
on the scalp immediately over the 
temporal lobe. These recordings are 
not evident from other “control” 
areas over the brain.

More questions are raised than 
have been answered. What stimu­
lates these experiences in the tem­
poral lobe? Are there means by 
which these experiences can be en­
couraged? Do certain kinds of 
temporal-lobe activity make us sen­
sitive to things we usually cannot 
perceive? Can we develop behav­
ioral tests that can identify those 
individuals who are more likely to 
report these experiences? Did psi 
experiences evolve to allow us to 
cope with death and trauma?

These intriguing questions are 
only the first step as modem neu­
roscience begins to investigate psi 
and the human brain.



Frank's Dead ■■ 
and I Killed Him!
At first it was just a terrifying dream, 

endlessly repeated. Then one day nightmare became reality....

By C. Kutac

IN 1976, when my son Eric was 17,
he took a summer job in a nearby 

resort town in Colorado. His job 
was to tend the horses that were 
used to take tourists for wagon 
rides, a job for which he was well- 
qualified because he rode horse­
back daily and had cared for our 
own four horses for several years.

After a week of work he came 
home bubbling with enthusiasm for 
his job. Some days he even got to 
drive one of the wagons; other times 
he acted as outrider, keeping the 
teams in line, helping with traffic 
problems. There was a job for an 
extra stable hand, so when he drove 
his pickup back to work, he took his 
best friend Frank Elliot with him. 1 
was glad he'd have someone with 
him, especially Frank. The two of 
them had gone to school together 
for years and attended the same 
church nearly every Sunday.

About a month after he started 
the job, Eric came home unexpect­
edly one evening. He was troubled 
and only after a few cups of coffee 
and a lot of conversation did he 

blurt out the real reason for his 
spur-of-the-moment trip home.

“Mom,” he said as he toyed with 
his empty coffee cup, “1 keep having 
the same dream nearly every night. 
There’s nothing but a voice, scream­
ing over and over, ‘Frank’s dead 
and I killed him!’ ”

1 was at a loss what to tell him 
and when he left he was still 
troubled, unable to shake the un­
easy feeling that the dreams had left 
him with.

Two days later 1 received a call 
from a friend with terrible news. 
There had been an auto accident in 
La Plata Canyon and Eric had a 
head injury, but as yet no one knew 
how serious it was. Three other 
boys were in Eric’s pickup when it 
rolled over: the two Kolz brothers, 
who escaped with minor cuts and 
bruises, and Frank, who was killed.

1 rushed to Mercy Hospital in 
Durango, Colo., where Eric was 
being treated. Although he seemed 
dazed, he did recognize me. I sat 
down and held his left hand, which 
was cold and clammy — not a good 
sign, I thought. Pushing back a lock 
of brown hair from his forehead, I 
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looked at the indentation put there 
by God only knew what. Word­
lessly he turned over his right hand 
and showed a large red burn which 
covered nearly his entire palm. 
There was a lump the size of an egg 
near his elbow. I saw a large bruise 
on his thigh. His back was scraped 
raw over a large area and bumps 
covered much of his head.

Sitting there, grateful that Eric 
was alive, I felt guilty also, because 
somewhere nearby Frank’s body 
lay waiting for his parents to come 
and identify him. Every time I 
thought of Frank, I couldn’t help 
remembering the voice that had 
haunted Eric’s dreams with the 
message “Frank’s dead and I killed 
him!”

Eric’s head injury had robbed 
him of any memory of the past 24 
hours, so 1 had to explain to him 
that he was in the hospital because 
his pickup rolled over on a curve. 
His next question was how bad was 
his pickup and 1 told him it was 
totaled. Then he asked in a panic- 
stricken voice about Frank and I 
had to tell him Frank was dead. 
Every 10 or 15 minutes Eric would 
sit up in bed and ask how he got 
there and I’d explain the whole 
thing over and over. Since he hadn’t 
been driving the pickup at the time 
of the accident, at least he didn\ feel 
responsible for Frank’s death but 
he was devastated by the loss of his 
best friend.

After a few days Eric was released 

from the hospital. He was weak and 
shaky but more than anything else 
he wanted me to drive him to the 
spot where the accident had taken 
place. I wasn’t sure it was the wise 
thing to do but after he pleaded 
with me, I gave in.

The site of the accident wasn’t 
hard to find, because there were 
skid marks on the pavement. Scat­
tered everywhere were the wood 
chips the pickup had been carrying 
when it overturned. The rocks by 
the side of the road bore scrape 
marks and spots of oil were splat­
tered all over the ground. Weeds in 
the area looked as if they had been 
scalded with boiling water. Branches 
were broken off a nearby scrub oak, 
marking the spot where the pickup 
finally came to rest.

As he stared at these sights, Eric 
shook his head, frowned and re­
marked, “I can’t remember a thing.” 
His face paled and he hurried back 
to the car. “Let’s get out of here,” he 
said.

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Taylor, 
friends of ours, had been first on the 
accident scene. They lived a few 
miles farther up the canyon. I had 
been wanting to learn firsthand 
what had happened and Eric could­
n’t remember, so I wanted to ask the 
Taylors. We drove up to see them.

One of the Kolz brothers had run 
the two miles to get help and when 
the Taylors reached the scene, Eric 
was single-handedly trying to lift 
the pickup off Frank, who was
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pinned under it. That’s how his 
hand got burned, I realized.

Then someone added, “But it was 
the driver I felt sorry for.”

“Why?” I asked. “He wasn4 even 
badly hurt.”

“No, but he was hysterical. He 
just kept screaming over and over, 
‘Frank’s dead and I killed him!’ ”

Eric and I exchanged glances. As 

soon as we got in the car, 1 said, “So 
that's the voice you kept hearing in 
your dream.”

Sadly he nodded. “Too bad there 
wasn4 more to it, enough to warn 
us what was going to happen. This 
way, what good was it? Why that 
glimpse into the future at all?”

“I wish I knew, Eric,” 1 replied. “1 
only wish I knew.”

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON

THE GREAT Fire of London 
happened September 1, 1666, 
and in June 1986, the bakers apol­

ogized to the Lord Mayor for set­
ting fire to the city.

The Worshipful Company of 
Bakers gathered in Pudding Lane 
at the place where the fire began. 
Watched by a small crowd of dig­
nitaries and bemused bystanders, 
the bakers formally acknowledged 
what Londoners have known for 
some time: that the fire was started 
by Thomas Faryner, the king’s 
baker, who failed to douse his oven 
before turning in that fateful night.

Wearing his robes and chain of 
office featuring sheaves of wheat 
and a scale, John Copeman, Mas­
ter of the Worshipful Company of 
Bakers, presented the Lord Mayor 
of London, Allen Davis, with a 
scroll written by the bakers “as an 
acknowledgment of their regret 

for the great damage caused by one 
of their number....”

The five-day fire caused no fatal­
ities but destroyed 13,200 houses, 
89 churches and 44 livery halls over 
an area of 450 acres. To this day it 
is known simply as the Great Fire.

The City of London is a small 
area in the center of the great Brit­
ish capital where today financial 
institutions are remarkably concen­
trated within half a mile of the 
Bank of England. The Pudding 
Lane ceremony is the kind the City 
of London relishes — comradely, 
slightly comical, yet serious enough 
to be more than a tourism stunt. It 
shows how Britain's history, never 
having had a violent revolution to 
sweep out old institutions and priv­
ileges, tends to have peaceful con­
tinuity, wherein change comes 
slowly and is invariably regarded 
with suspicion.



I’ve found a new way to travel: it’s 

fast, it's cheap and I don’t even have to bring along my body.

By C. R. Anderson

IN LATE 1984 1 became inter­
ested in astral projection. I read 
books about it, listened to sublimi­

nal tapes which help induce the 
astral state, and practiced, prac­
ticed, practiced.

Each night as I fell asleep, my last 
conscious thought was of projec­
tion. Each morning I arose frus­
trated with no positive recall of pro­
jecting my astral body and travel­
ing. Several weeks passed and I was 
on the verge of giving up when 
sometime in January 1985 my 
friend Jess Edwards telephoned.

Jess is a longtime telephone 
friend of mine in Columbia, S. C. I 
usually commented when he called 
that I had just been thinking about 
him. We laughed often about this 
coincidence.

Jess asked hesitantly, “Have you 
been trying to project your astral 
body?”

“Yes,” I replied, “but I’ve had no 
positive results.”

“Well, I saw you last night.”
I was stunned — and elated. I 

could hardly believe what I was 
hearing. But I immediately doubted. 
I wondered if Jess had just imagined 

1 was there. I told him I would visit 
him again and have a specific ques­
tion for him to answer when we 
talked afterwards.

Two weeks later the test came. As 
I visited him that night I asked him 
what color gown I was wearing. The 
next day when he called he rightly 
said it was blue. I decided to test 
him again. After all, he might have 
made a lucky guess.

About a month later, Jess called 
again and said, “Do me a favor. Get 
a deck of cards and pick out 10 
cards.”

I did as he asked.
“Okay,” he said with confidence, 

“I’m going to tell you what you 
drew.”

I listened and replied “yes” eight 
times and “no” twice.

Jess was distressed. “You came to 
see me last night,” he said. “You 
told me you would draw the 10 
cards I gave you. I tried to remem­
ber them as you gave me the list but 
I suppose I forgot two.”

Although I didn’t know the odds 
against such a high score, I was 
impressed. 1 realized there was some 
significance to what we were doing 
but I was still not completely con­
vinced that Jess was actually seeing
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me. I decided to test him one more 
time.

In March, in the astral state I told 
him the name of a character in a 
book I was writing. On the tele­
phone the next day he mentioned 
the character’s name without my 
prompting him.

Jess’ telephone conversations 
finally convinced me that I was 
actually projecting.

In April 1985 I made a trip over­
seas. On my last night in Europe, I 
decided to tell Jess to contact me 
when I got home. In the astral state 
I told him to call me on April 21 at 
exactly 6:15 P.M. When I arrived 
home, I was pleasantly surprised to 
hear his voice on the exact date and 

at the exact time I had specified.
Now, of course, my visits are not 

limited to Jess. I find myself regu­
larly frequenting such places as En­
gland, Russia and California.

For me astral projection has been 
an exciting new dimension to enjoy. 
It also has several distinct advan­
tages over normal modes of com­
munication and travel. I no longer 
have to worry about carrying a 
passport and traveler’s checks or 
going through customs. I have no 
bags to pack. I just go the way I am. 
Astral projection is rewarding. It 
enables me to visit places and see 
people 1 might never have the oppor­
tunity to see under normal circum­
stances. Best of all, it’s cheap!

A FISH THAT FIGHTS BACK

WHEN GLENDA Kinnebrew 
of Shreveport, La., felt a tug 
on her line in Old River Bayou in 

April 1986, she envisioned pulling 
in a bass or catfish or some other 
good-to-eat fish. But what she had 
is a fish that fights back.

A Wildlife and Fisheries official 
identified her catch as a six-inch 
piranha, the terror of the Amazon 
River. Piranhas live only in the 
streams of eastern and northwest­
ern South America, primarily in 
the Amazon. A Shreveport winter 
would kill them, said wildlife spe­
cialist Ted Rumbaugh.

“It’s my guess someone had been 
keeping it in an aquarium and 
dumped it in the bayou,” he said. 
Piranhas were sold in the United 
States as aquarium fish until 1961 
but since then have been banned by 
federal import laws.

Wildlife officials did not plan to 
search for more piranhas in the 
bayou.

“There’s no cause for alarm,” 
Rumbaugh said. “It’s kind of like 
all the panther and cougar reports 
we get. The only difference is that 
when we checked this one out, the 
fish was really there.”
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SPIRICOM OR SPIRICON?
Has an inventor found a way to communicate electronically 

with the dead? He says yes but the evidence tells another story.

By Terrence Peterson

íí/^NE OF THE most excit-
VZing events in the long his­

tory of man.... The long silence has 
been broken. Lengthy, two-way, 
normal voice conversations with 
persons who have died are now a 
reality, they have taken place, they 
have been recorded.”

This is how George W. Meek of 
Franklin, N.C., described his half- 
million-dollar investment in what is 
called “Spiricom.”The name comes 
from two words; spirit and com­
munication. The inventor and oper­
ator of Spiricom is a medium and 
electronics experimenter named 
William O’Neil. He and his wife

Mary Alice live north of Pittsburgh.
The promotional Spiricom tape 

recording I have sounds different 
from any taped “spirit” communi­
cation 1 have ever heard. The sound, 
similar to what might be produced 
by a mouth harp, has a twanging 
metallic quality. The precise signifi­
cance of this sound came to me only 
later, when I remembered where I 
had heard it before.

Three different male spirit voices 
were recorded on this particular 
tape. The most impressive voice, 
Meek says in his narration, was that 
of Dr. George Jefferies Mueller, 
who died some 14 years before he 
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began communicating electronic­
ally on September 22,1980.

The procedure worked this way:
O’Neil, the Spiricom inventor, 

would phone Meek, the promoter, 
to inform him that communications 
had occurred, then send tapes with 
the latest spirit voices. As Meek 
grew ever more excited about the 
importance of Spiricom, he set up a 
foundation known as Metascience. 
In April 1982 he went before the 
National Press Club in Washington 
to announce this breakthrough to 
the world. As it happened, shortly 
before this meeting the spirit of Dr. 
Mueller spoke via Spiricom for the 
last time. No other voices have 
come through to date.

Harold Sherman, the well-known 
author and psychic, sent me a copy 
of the Spiricom promotional tape 
for my hearing and evaluation. I 
listened to it a couple of times, then 
laid it aside. Something about it

was oddly familiar but I couldn’t 
put my finger on just what it was.

For five years the tape rested in 
my file. Then in June 19861 bought 
a book, Ghost of 29 Megacycles, 
written by John G. Fuller and pub­
lished by Signet. The new informa­
tion in Fuller’s book rekindled my 
interest in Spiricom.

As I read the book, I couldn't 
help noticing the author’s obvious 
discomfort with his subject matter. 
He does not seem entirely convinced 
of Spiricom’s validity. On the cover 
page he writes, “This is a strange 
story. It is either true, or it is not. 
That determination has to be left up 
to the reader.”

I found several clues, first in the 
promotional tape, then in Fuller’s 
book, that suggested answers to a 
number of questions about Spiri­
com. The first clue was in the odd 
usage of words on the tape. The 
authorship of many historical doc-

Нлгу hatd л. |.ee/e lo-mb.

Claim that "spirit" voice and voice of living Spiricom “inventor" William 
O'Neil are different because they show different voiceprints is proven 
meaningless in experiment with artificial larynx.
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uments has been proven or dis- 
proven on this basis alone.

The tape I have is edited and 
incomplete but a careful listening 
uncovers much that is revealing.

The three spirit voices that speak 
via Spiricom are male and sound 
alike. The speakers are identified as 
Dr. Nick, Fred Engstrom and Dr. 
George Mueller.

In a brief exchange, while speak­
ing to O’Neil, Dr. Nick calls him 
Bill six times. In a longer conversa­
tion Fred Engstrom also uses the 
name Bill six times. Dr. Mueller, 
the star of the show, speaks the 
name William some 53 times! Fred 
Engstrom uses the expression “oh 
boy” eight times and Dr. Mueller 
says it five times. On the same tape 
O’Neil, operator of the Spiricom, 
says “oh boy” 10 times.*

When most of us speak on the 
phone, we rarely use the other 
speaker’s name more than once, 
unless we have a particular speech 
habit which leads us to do other­
wise. It also seems curious that 
three persons who are conversing 
with each other should all be so 
fond of the same expression.

« • «

ON THE TAPE George Meek 
says, “We were constantly 
amazed that Dr. Mueller could see

•According to Eric Partridge's Slang Dictionary 
and Unconventional English, the expression “oh 
boy” did not come into usage until about 1920. 
Meek says Engstrom died in 1830. 

everything in the lab.” Yet else­
where on that tape we hear Dr. 
Mueller’s voice calling, in long 
drawn-out tones, “William, Wil­
liam, William, are you there, Wil­
liam?” This from a spirit who can 
see everything in the lab?

Immediately after the name Wil­
liam is invoked the last time, I noted 
a change in pitch as if the speaker 
were moving away. Then a few 
seconds later William O’Neil’s voice 
in the distance calls, “I am coming, 
Doctor.” To Meek this is evidence 
that Dr. Mueller and William 
O’Neil were two different persons. 
To me it only raises additional 
questions.

We must accept the word of Wil­
liam O’Neil that the Spiricom voices 
are legitimate. No scientist—or even 
Meek, for that matter—was present 
during the 18 months the spirit 
voices were taped.

As the story goes, Dr. George 
Mueller introduced himself to me­
dium O’Neil when he materialized as 
a spirit and gave his name and his­
tory. O’Neil next heard from him as 
a voice speaking through Spiricom. 
The communications continued for 
a year and a half, ending when Dr. 
Mueller went to a higher spirit 
plane and communication was no 
longer possible. All that remained 
were the voices on tapes and the 
word of William O’Neil.

In this context it is interesting to 
review the sequence of events lead­
ing to Mueller’s silence. Meek
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started planning his Washington 
press conference in August 1981, to 
take place eight months later, in 
April 1982. Also in August Meek 
wrote to author John G. Fuller and 
asked for a meeting.

Presumably O’Neil was informed 
of this. In late September or early 
October Mueller announced over 
Spiricom, “I cannot be here forever. 
I cannot guarantee how long I’ll be 
visiting here. However, I will do my 
best. Do you understand, William?”

According to Fuller, George and 
Jeanette Meek arrived at the Fuller 
home in Weston, Conn., on Novem­
ber 22, 1981. Meek’s Metascience 
Newsletter for the summer of 1986 
reports, “The instrumental contact 
with Dr. Mueller continued until 
November 1981.” In other words, 
just before the Meeks met with 
Fuller, Mueller spoke for the last 
time. If Dr. Mueller was uninter­
ested in being subjected to investi­
gation, he chose a good time to 
depart: a noted author was about to 
come on the scene and the press was 
to hear the whole story in the near 
future.

* * *

IN HIS BOOK Fuller writes that
that when they met, Meek “was 

in the process of having several 
speech and electronic experts ana­
lyze the voices.” The preliminary 
reports showed that voiceprints in­
dicated clearly that there were two 
separate voices. He had sent some 
of the Mueller tapes to his col­

league, Dr. Hiroshi Motoyama, 
founder and director of the Insti­
tute for Religious Psychology in 
Tokyo, and author of 30 books on 
the subject.

“Motoyama had submitted the 
Spiricom tapes to a voice synthesis 
expert at the University of Tokyo, 
who carefully analyzed them. The 
conclusion was that the voice of Dr. 
Mueller was clearly not that of 
either O’Neil or Meek.”

Fuller recounts this conversation 
between Meek and an unnamed 
scientist:

“ ‘I’ve been wondering,’ Meek 
said, ‘have you or some of your 
associates tried to make a voice­
print analysis or otherwise studied 
the conversation between O’Neil 
and Dr. Mueller?’

“ ‘Yes,’the scientist replied. ‘Some 
rather extensive tests were made. 
The opinion was divided. There 
were some who were quite con­
vinced that it was a valid exchange 
between two parties. Yet there were 
the others who took the posi­
tion that it would be a very easy 
matter to stage or create these con­
versations.’ ”

My own interest was in the 
mechanical, robotlike tone of the 
spirit voices, which all sounded very 
much alike to me. Moreover, the 
sound was strangely familiar. Fi­
nally it came to me where I had 
heard it before.

When a person’s voice box is 
removed by surgery (usually be­
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cause of cancer of the larynx), the 
patient sometimes elects to use an 
artificial larynx. The Spiricom 
voices, I suddenly realized, sounded 
as if they were coming through just 
such a device.

I called an old friend, David Riv­
ers. Dr. Rivers is a speech and lan­
guage scientist, inventor and pro­
fessor at Baylor University in Waco, 
Tex. I was sure he would be able to 
help me.

I told him about Spiricom, then 
said, “I have a gut feeling that if 
your natural voice and your voice 
using an electromechanical oscilla­
tor are acoustically different, it 
couldn’t be proven that the artificial 
voice was yours.”

“That’s correct,” he replied.
I went on to say, “Some of the 

strongest evidence Mr. Meek has is 
that a voiceprint of the spirit voice 
of Dr. Mueller and the natural 
voice of William O’Neil are entirely 
different.”

Rivers was not impressed. “Send 
me your tape and I’ll duplicate what 
Dr. Mueller says with my voice,” he 
said.

“A voiceprint will show differ­
ences between the two voices?”

“Of course,” he replied.
Within two weeks I received a 

package, tapes, voiceprints and a 
letter. Rivers, true to his word, re­
produced the essential wording of 
the Spiricom tape using his voice 
and an artifical larynx. He used a 
Servox unit, manufactured by Sei­

mens. It is an electromechanical 
oscillator, hand-held and battery- 
driven. I couldn’t tell the difference 
between this artificial larynx voice 
and the spirit voice of Dr. Mueller.

After explaining in detail how the 
artificial larynx device works, tun­
ing the pitch up and down and using 
the device in the proper manner 
against his throat, he said, “I am 
now going to hold the Servox in 
front of my lips. This would never 
be done for normal use in commu­
nication. But I'm going to hold it in 
front of my lips and I will ask you to 
judge whether this sound that I 
produce in saying, ‘Mary had a little 
lamb,’ is not extremely similar to 
that sound obtained on the tape 
titled Spiricom, Its Development 
and Potential.”

I was stunned. I was hearing a 
voice that sounded exactly like Dr. 
Mueller’s.

Rivers had voiceprints made of 
the words “Mary had a little lamb” 
using both his normal voice and the 
artificial larynx. The two prints are 
not at all alike. As Rivers wrote, 
“The identity of the speaker is not 
ascertainable.”

He concluded, “No one, save the 
person(s) present at the time, can 
say precisely how the Spiricom re­
cordings were made. However, the 
most simple explanation is that 
they were made by a living agent 
utilizing an audio frequency oscilla­
tor. Based on my judgment of the 
information contained on the Spir-
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icom tape, reliable documentation 
of the authenticity of the recordings 
of ‘spirits’ has not been provided.”

In short, it appears that Spiricom 

is considerably less than “one of the 
most exciting events in the long his­
tory of man.” It is, it appears, no 
more than a fairly transparent hoax.

1
FOUND: ANCIENT JERUSALEM GATE

Archaeologists told 
United Press International on 
April 21, 1986, that they have 

uncovered what may be the oldest 
gate to Jerusalem ever-found. It 
dates to the time of the First Tem­
ple more than 2500 years ago.

The prophet Ezekiel wrote that 
there were 12 gates to Jerusalem in 
that period, said Eilat Mazar, the 
archaeologist who headed the He­
brew University excavation, “and 
this could be one of them.”

The gate was found in a maze of 
excavations in the Ophel area just 
southeast of the present walled Old 
City. It is along the inside edge of 
the road now circling the Old City.

“The significance is that it’s the 
only gate we know of to Jerusalem 
at that time — the most complete 
and most preserved,” Mazar told 
reporters. She speculated that the 
gate may have provided access 
between the area of the ancient 
City of David, several hundred feet 
south, and the area of the Temple 
Mount, a few hundred feet to the 
north.

The stone gateway, on bedrock, 
is nine feet wide and the symmetric­
ally arranged structure on both 
sides of the gate is 45 feet wide and 
54 feet long, Mazar said.

The gate is Solomonic in design 
but could have been dated any time 
between King Solomon, about 950 
B.C., and 586 B.C. when the First 
Temple was destroyed. This was 
the time of the biblical kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah.

In the six symmetrically ar­
ranged “cells” or rooms, three on 
each side of the gate, 40 complete 
jars and other vessels were found 
which date to the same period.

Mazar said the gate was similar 
to one found in Megiddo, an an­
cient site overlooking the Valley of 
Jezreel and according to Christian 
belief, the site of the climactic Bat­
tle of Armageddon.

Ophel, which means acropolis, 
was probed by British archaeolo­
gist Charles Warren 120 years ago 
and excavated in the early 1970’s 
by Benjamin Mazar, Eilat Mazar’s 
grandfather.
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PSYCHIC LIVES

THERE ARE many good books 
published on psychic subjects and 
even more bad ones. But there are few 

genuinely pleasant ones. Double Vision 
(Celestial Arts, Berkeley, Calif., 1985, 
269 pages, $9.95, paperback) by the 
mother-daughter team of Judith Skutch 
and Tamara Cohen is a pleasant book.

Mrs. Skutch is one of those unsung 
heroes who have funded research in 
parapsychology. She was instrumental 
in channeling the funds that led SRI 
International to work with Uri Geller in 
the 1970’s. Her daughter (by her first 
marriage) likewise has been active in 
parapsychology, both as a subject for 
experiments and as an experimenter 
teaching color perception to blind 
children.

Mrs. Skutch got interested in para­
psychology when her daughter began 
displaying psychic powers in early 
childhood. This led her to meet with 
many of the leading parapsychological 
researchers who helped her deal with 
her family “crisis.” Double Vision is a 
joint autobiography in which Mrs. 
Skutch and her daughter discuss their 
psychic lives together, from Tamara's 
infancy to her college graduation.

The first part of the book deals with 

the purely psychic aspects of the 
Skutches’ lives. These chapters, which 
parents of psychically-gifted children 
will find valuable, demonstrate how a 
caring, open-minded attitude toward 
paranormal phenomena can help psy­
chic children grow and nurture their 
abilities. Double Vision also examines 
ways of accomplishing this goal with­
out placing these special children on a 
pedestal, which so many perplexed par­
ents do.

The real “star” of these chapters, 
however, is Tamara Cohen. Her writing 
is even more down-to-earth than her 
mother’s. She writes primarily of her 
disenchantment with being a psychic 
child. This disenchantment came not 
from her experiences but from her 
desire to be considered normal by her 
friends and relatives. Cohen never dis­
parages her psychic gifts but she did 
become annoyed by the fuss people 
made over them. Her account of her 
frustrations and the problems she coped 
with is insightful and often moving. 
Not, I hasten to add, that Double 
Vision is a brooding, depressing book. 
It isn’t. Tamara Cohen’s mildly cynical 
and wisecracking prose keeps the book 
from lapsing into sentimentality.

The second part is concerned more
99
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with Judith Skutch who in 1975 met an 
extraordinary research psychologist in 
New York. The late Dr. Helen Schuc- 
man, an elderly, atheistic psychologist, 
“channeled" for an intelligence who dic­
tated Christian-oriented spiritual teach­
ings. These teachings transformed the 
lives of the Skutch family and Mrs. 
Skutch and her husband later had them 
published as A Course in Miracles. 
Mrs. Skutch became less involved with 
established parapsychology and more 
involved with her own spiritual fulfill­
ment. In the meantime her husband 
Bob used the teachings as a springboard 
to develop the gift of psychic healing.

Tamara Cohen has also contributed 
to these chapters but in her usual earthy 
way. She treats sympathetically her 
mother's spiritual transformation but 
she writes disdainfully (though cogent­
ly) of the people who saw her mother as 
a guru.

In fact, A Course in Miracles is a 
particularly interesting example of 
channeled writings. These writings are 
more provocative and wise than most of 
the pablum published as “spiritual”dis­
course. For this reason I wish Mrs. 
Skutch had written more about Dr. 
Schucman who remains too much in 
the background of Double Vision. We 
learn little about her, which seems a 
shame.

Fortunately, those who do want to 
know more can turn to Robert Skutch's 
Journey Without Distance (Celestial 
Arts, Berkeley, Calif., 1985, 137 pages, 
$7.95, paperback), a biography of Dr. 
Schucman.

Schucman was raised in an essen­
tially religionless family of Jewish her­
itage. She was drawn to religion but in 
later life turned to science and psychol-
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ogy. During these years she became a 
dogmatic atheist. While working as a 
research psychologist at Columbia Uni­
versity’s College of Physicians and Sur­
geons, however, she started to have 
psychic and transpersonal experiences. 
These frightened her and she grew even 
more apprehensive when an “inner 
voice” started dictating the Course. 
Horrified at the thought of becoming a 
channel for this voice, Dr. Schucman 
fought against it. Her ambivalence to­
ward her own role in the Course lasted 
until close to the time of her death in 
1981.

Journey Without Distance is a fasci­
nating study of the psychology of chan­
neling. Even for those who (like me) 
have no interest in metaphysical philos­
ophy, Skutch's book tells an exciting 
story which is both psychologically and 
spiritually challenging.

A REVIEW REVIEWED

IN MY MAY 1986column I reviewed
— negatively — Robert A. Monroe’s 

Far Journeys. Part of this review con­
tained background information about 
Monroe and his previous book Jour­
neys Out of the Body. Monroe has 
taken strong exception to my com­
ments. Since that time we have ex­
changed letters and I would like to cor­
rect and clarify some of what I wrote.

Monroe objects to my statement that 
his earlier accounts, published under 
the pen name of Bob Rame and appear­
ing in Andrija Puharich’s Beyond Telep­
athy, attributed his first OBEs to glue­
sniffing. Monroe tells me that, while for 
a brief period he did experiment with 
the inhalant after accidentally discover­
ing its effects, he ceased the practice six 
months before his OBEs began. The
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Rame account came about when during 
a subsequent illness his (former) wife 
turned over his notes to Dr. Puharich. 
She wondered whether her husband's 
sickness and his OBEs were related. 
Puharich subsequently edited and re­
arranged these notes for inclusion in a 
book he was writing but he neglected to 
ask Monroe to check his work. The 
result (the Rame account) was a series 
of errors. The worst of them makes it 
appear that Puharich's informant's ex­
periences were caused by the inhalation 
of fumes. This account was published 
without Monroe's knowledge and con­
sent.

In the light of this information I 
retract my statement that Monroe’s 
first experiences were caused by glue­
sniffing.

Monroe also takes exception to my 
reliance on David Black's Ekstacy 
which asserts that Monroe responded 
evasively to questions about witnesses 
to his experiences. Black visited me in 
the summer of 1973 at which time he 
told me he could not find anyone who 
could corroborate Monroe's accounts.

Monroe wrote me on June 23 to say, 
“I can state without qualification that 
Black’s investigation was minimal if at 
all, if he made the statement you claim 
he did. If he had made even a cursory 
examination, he would have found that 
every person named in Journeys existed, 
[was] real and participated as noted in 
the book." He also wrote, “If I was eva­
sive, it was to protect those who still 
wished to remain anonymous."

In response to this information, 1 
asked Monroe to identify and docu­
ment the existence of some of the per­
sons mentioned in Journeys. I was 
immediately supplied with the real 

names and identities of most of the 
individuals cited. Black’s claim is there­
fore obviously in error and I was in 
error in drawing on it.

While I retain certain reservations 
about Far Journeys, there appears to be 
no reason to question Monroe’s integ­
rity. I am glad to set the record straight. 
I would like to thank Monroe for 
spending so much time clarifying these 
issues.

OTHER REVIEWS 
THE FINAL CHOICE by Michael 
Grosso, Stillpoint Publishing, Wal­
pole, N.H., 1985,348 pages, $10.95, 
paperback.

In 77ie Final Choice: Playing the 
Survival Game Michael Grosso devel­
ops a fascinating thesis concerning hu­
man evolution: if individuals who have 
near-death experiences undergo a trans­
formation of consciousness, maybe the 
world itself can be drastically changed if 
mankind as a collective whole envi­
sioned (emotionally and practically) its 
own extermination. In other words, the 
next step in evolution may be generated 
by the very thing that haunts the human 
race: nuclear holocaust.

Underneath this portending doom, 
Grosso argues, man must for the first 
time in history come to grips with the 
fact that he can die as a species. This 
universal fear, however, may be part of 
nature’s larger plan to awaken human 
beings to a more spiritual and peaceful 
level of existence. Grosso contends that 
we are “playing a survival game” in 
which certain decisions may turn out to 
be “the final choice”(as in the case of an 
all-out nuclear war).

By his own admission Grosso’s book
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A novelized version of Franz Bardon's occult 
career, in which he reveals his private magickal 
practices. Includes the revelation of the fourth 
Tarot card. First edition. 206 pages, paperback.

Only $11.95

The BOOK of MEDIUMS
By ALLAN KARDEC

A Manual for Mediumship
The Book of Mediums is indispensible if you 

wish to develop your mediumship on a sound 
basis. For over a century it has served as a 
manual of instruction for Spiritists in France 
and Latin America.

The Book of Mediums gives directions for 
the correct development of your mediumistic 
talents, pointing out the dangers and emphasiz­
ing the need for the proper attitude. Every 
phase of mediumship is described and ex­
plained. Hundreds of questions put to the 
spirits are given along with the answers.

This respected translation by Emma Wood 
is available in English for the first time in many 
years. It is hardbound for life-long use.

Only $14.95

Nearly 2,000 years ago a mysterious white 
man walked from tribo to tribo throughout 
America . . .

WAS HE JESUS?

The Prophet's sandals - archeological 
proof of His pilgrimage across our land!

HE WALKED THE AMERICAS is the 
documented story of this pilgrimage northward 
through South and Central America, Mexico, 
and across North America. L. Taylor Hansen, 
who devoted 25 years to collecting legends from 
scores of Indian tribes, asks this question: 
"Was this white Prophet who spoke a 
thousand languages, healed the sick, raised the 
dead, and taught in the same words He used, 
Jesus himself?"

Magnificently printed, 
256 kina-sized pages, hardbound, 

illustrations in color.
HE WALKED THE AMERICAS 

By L. Taylor Hansen 
Only $16.98

Order today! Completo the handy order form attached and
mail to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 600Э5
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DO DEMON 
SPIRITS MENACE 
THE WORLD?
In a gripping book on his 30 years 
of research. Dr. Carl A. Wick­
land has concluded:
• Many spirits possess the living 

demonically, causing much of 
the world's troubles.

• We are surrounded by thought influences of millions of 
discarnate beings who have remained earthbound.

Dr. Wickland's "30 Years Among the Dead" tells how 
trained psychics can rescue victims of spirit possession 
—exorcising evil entities and helping confused spirits. 
Softbound. 390 pages.

Only S7.95
A Great Christian 
Leader Speaks 
Out On Survival 
Sherwood Eddy, one-time all­
Asia executive secretary of the 
YMCA, friend of Gandhi and 
Nehru, and world-renowned 
scholar, reports on 12 years of 
research into survival.
He writes of his work with such famous mediums as
Arthur Ford and Edgar Cayce. His со-helpers included 
Gerald Heard. Upton Sinclair and Prof. William 
McDougall.

From each of these great figures Eddy obtained the
stunning evidence he sets down in the classic "YOU 
WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH."

only se.es

Here they are—gathered Into a single 
book for the first time—13 remarkable
treasures of occult and mystic know­
how for getting what you want out of and eM||y

THE PARKER 
LIFETIME

TREASURY of 
MYSTIC 

and OCCULT 
POWERS

Coa»U«l a.d wlh.d by 
Theodor Lmwowco

The 13 wonder-working powers revealed In this 
unique collection are gleaned from popular self­
help books issued by the Parker Publishing 
Company and represent advanced techniques 
developed by such outstanding authors aa Frank 
Rudolph Young, Raymond Buckland, Hereward 
Carrington, Norvell and Al G. Manning. Transform 
need and want Into prosperity and plenty by 
putting these 13 powers to work tor you:

Mental Power Psychic Power

The Power of Luck Miracle Power

Healing Power The Power of Commend 

Magic Power Occult Power

Astral Power The Power of Love

The Power of Self-Protection
These occult powers can accomplish anything 

and everything for you, according to the authors. 
Just make a wish, express a desire, feel a need.

Start now and use these 13 mystic and para­
normal powers to obtain the money you need, the 
luck you want, the love you deal re, the health you 
seek. Send your order today!

Originally published at $14.95
Special Venture Price:

Only $10.95
Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and

mall to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 50035
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YOU ARE 
PSYCHIC 

Learn to Use 
Your Own Power* 
In 10 Ему Lessons

The Isle world-fsmoui medium 
Sophia Williams reveals the secrets 
of a lifetime. She describes the five

Ancient & Authentic 
TAROT CARDS and Instruction

Covered are Clairvoyance (see at a distance.); Clairau- 
dience (hear at a distance); Producing Psychic Voices, 
Automatic Writing; Materializations. Here are the most 
practical how-to-do-it methods ever presented. Softbound.

Only $2.95

• AUTHENTIC TAROT 
CARDS, in 7 colors - from 
designs 500 yean old! The 78 
beautifully detailed cards are 
printed in Switzerland for use 
with our Tarot book.
• THE TAROT OF THE 
BOHEMIANS enables you to 
practice the art of Tarot read­
ing in the genuine tradition. 
This I9th Century volume 
provides all the knowledge you 
need to use the Tarot for divin­
ing the future. 36I pages, soft-

Cards and Book: Only $17.95

ORDER FORM VENTURE BOOKSHOP, Dept. C
Complete and mall to: P.O. Box 24S, Highland Park, IL S0035

Enclosed is my □ check □ money order for $________ , whic
specified at bottom. Please rush items indicated below to m

includes postage and handling as

Sfrrint

City State Zip
Quan. Title Price each Total

The Spirits Book $14.05
Oahspel 24.05
Initiation Into Hermetic* 10.05
The Practice of Magical Evocation 23.05
The Key to the True Quabbalah 18.05
The Book of Mediums 14.05
You Will Survive After Death 6.05
The Parker Lifetime Treasury 10.35
Frabato the Magician 11.05
He Walked the Americas 16.05
Prophecies of Nostradamus 16.05
30 Years Among the Dead 7.05
Set Tarot Cards A Book 17.05
You Are Psychic 2.05

Postage & Handling Charges: Sub-total

$1.00 per item. U.S. $2.00 Foreign. Post. Hndlg.
Satisfaction or refund guaranteed. Total Amt.
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lacks a clear and precise methodology 
and thus at times reads like a patchwork 
of New Age metaphysics on death and 
enlightenment. Occasionally this makes 
for some questionable interpretations, 
such as Grosso's overreliance on the 
validity of the Shroud of Turin as a 
psychic artifact. Moreover, Grosso has 
a tendency to lump religious visions, 
UFO encounters, Marian apparitions 
and so on into the same camp to 
advance his overall argument that hu­
man beings are receiving paranormal 
messages from the “Mind at Large” 
(Carl Jung’s collective unconscious) 
about a forthcoming global catastrophe. 
Grosso's analysis lacks sophistication, 
since transpersonal experiences repre­
sent a wide range of higher possibilities 
and cannot be ad hoc reduced to a sin­
gle overall pattern.

Nevertheless Grosso has written a 
compelling book which touches on 
many topics of interest to Fate readers, 
including OBEs, psi in evolution, rein­
carnation and the “inner arms race.” In 
fact, what is most impressive about The 
Final Choice, besides its unique thesis, 
is its incredible array of ideas. Grosso 
has provided a framework, however 
shaky, which enables the reader to see 
how the paranormal may be affecting 
human development. — David Chris­
topher Lane.

MRS. O'LEARY'S COMET by Mel 
Waskin, Academy Chicago Publish­
ers, Chicago, III., 1985, 174 pages, 
$6.95, paperback.

On October 8, 1871, “clouds of fire” 
and “red-hot sand" fell almost simul­
taneously over vast areas of Michigan 
and eastern Wisconsin. Driven by 

hurricane-force winds and accompa­
nied by bizarre electrical phenomena, 
“tornadoes of fire” consumed dozens of 
towns and thousands of square miles of 
forest and killed over 1200 persons in a 
single night. But these events are largely 
forgotten because the Chicago fire also 
began within the same half hour as the 
other fires that evening.

Ignatius Donnelly’s Ragnarok: The 
Age of Fire and Gravel (1883) first sug­
gested that combustible gases from Bie­
la's Comet had caused the disaster and 
Vincent H. Gaddis’ Mysterious Fires 
and Lights (1967) picked up on the idea 
but otherwise the subject has been neg­
lected by Fortean writers. Mrs. 
O'Leary's Comet therefore fills a need, 
even though it does it ineptly.

Mel Waskin commits himself to an 
excessively specific version of the comet 
theory, when there is actually no direct 
evidence that the comet was the culprit. 
The most that can be claimed is that 
something strange and unexplained 
happened and that it seems to have had 
some connection with the atmosphere.

Even as an account of the events, this 
book is grossly inadequate. Subtract 
the padding and you will find that only 
70 pages are devoted to the fires. This is 
the result of superficial research. Even a 
brief survey of contemporary records 
reveals that much worthwhile material 
awaits resurrection. For example, many 
witnesses “received electrical shocks 
while they saw electrical flames flash in 
the air.”

In the absence of anything better, 
Mrs. O'Leary's Comet will serve as an 
introduction to an extraordinary mys­
tery. But readers who are already 
acquainted with the subject will be dis­
appointed.— Michael T. Shoemaker. 
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PSYCHIC SENSE by Andrew Fitz- 
herbert, Angus & Robertson, 16 
Golden Square. London W1R 4BN, 
England, 1986, 137 pages, £3.95, 
paperback.

Psychic Sense is a gem — a book I’ve 
been wanting to write for years. Andrew 
Fitzherbert has done it probably better 
than I could have.

“Good psychics are as rare as dia­
monds,” he writes. “First-class psychics 
are found as often as 100-carat rubies.” 
In a chapter entitled “Illusion and De­
lusion and How to Avoid Them,” he 
shows how to recognize psychic con 
men. He points out traps for the unwary 
in past-incarnation readings. “Proof" 
of reincarnation, in his view, comes 
only from those who have “natural 
memories of their past lives” such as in 
those cases reported by Ian Stevenson. 
He is adamant that hypnotic regression 
is a “fraudulent system” producing only 
pseudoreincarnation “memories.”

He says most psychic healers are 
honest although only a few are effec­
tive. The most flagrantly dishonest prac­
titioners, he warns, are in the Philip­
pines where “fake psychic healing is 
endemic.” Noting the difficulty of accu­
rately assessing one’s own abilities as a 
healer, he offers suggestions for practic­
ing healing in ways that will not delude 
or harm anyone.

In his comprehensive treatment of 
the psychic world Fitzherbert touches 
on a number of interesting phenomena, 
including hauntings and how to deal 
with them. He has some pointed criti­
cisms of the limitations of experimental 
parapsychology, a “surefire method” 
for developing one’s own ESP, warn­
ings about absurd “psychic predictions” 

in tabloids and other dubious sources 
and telling insights into the curious 
nature of precognition.

In what is perhaps the most valuable 
chapter, “The Higher Path of Spiritual 
Development,” he observes that spiri­
tual development and psychic devel­
opment are not synonymous. After all, 
there is evidence that Hitler had excel­
lent ESP! He recites various relaxa­
tion/visualization techniques to assist 
the reader in improving his mental, 
physical and spiritual well-being. These 
exercises alone are worth the price of 
the book.

The final chapter offers advice on 
how to find a psychic reader, what to 
expect from a reading, how to distin­
guish good readers from frauds and 
how to conduct yourself when you go to 
a reader — all in all, a thoroughly 
worthwhile account.

Fitzherbert clearly knows the psychic 
world. He is also obviously an honor­
able man who wishes to educate the 
public about the realities of psychic 
phenomena and the dangers of psychic 
fraud, illusion and self-deceit. He does a 
splendid job.

I have only two complaints: (1) This 
book may be difficult for American 
readers to obtain. (2) I didn’t write it! 
—Rosemarie Pilkington.

ALSO NOTABLE
THE SUN AND SOLAR SYSTEM DEBRIS 
edited by William R. Corilu, The Source­
book Pro|ect, Box 107, Glen Arm, Md. 
21057,1980, 282 pages, $17.95.

This wonderfully absorbing "Catalog 
of Astronomical Anomalies, the sixth 
volume in Corliss’ ongoing Catalog of 
Anomalies series, is an annotated collec­
tion, taken from scientific journals, of 
unexplained events associated with 
comets, meteors, unidentified astronom­
ical bodies and other such phenomena.
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READERS
These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments Send your opinion 
of articles and stones of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth PL, Highland 
Park, Ш. 60035.

FOR THE RECORD
I strongly protest D. Scott Rogo's 

remark about me in “Books, News & 
Reviews” (March 1986 Fate). He 
writes, “Emily Williams Cook. . .re­
counted her own inability to replicate • 
her boss* [Dr. Ian Stevenson’s] work 
while checking into Lebanese reports 
[of cases of the reincarnation type].”

Since Rogo has given no source for 
this remark, I can only guess that he is 
referring to a paper 1 read at a confer­
ence in November 1983 at the Founda­
tion for Research on the Nature of 
Man, Durham, N. C., when I spoke in 
part about my work in Lebanon. I 
would like to challenge Rogo to find 
anywhere in that paper that I said, or 
implied, that I failed “to replicate” Dr. 
Stevenson’s work. In fact, I clearly 
stated in that paper that although 
“many of the cases I investigated 
seemed to me to provide little or no 
evidence for paranormal processes. . . 
there were several in which it seemed 
quite likely that the child had had cor­
rect knowledge that he did not learn 
normally.” The point of my paper, 
which Rogo apparently missed or ig­
nored completely, was that cases pro­

viding evidence for paranormality are 
rare and must be sifted carefully from 
the cases providing no such evidence, 
but that they are definitely there and we 
should be concentrating on identifying 
them.

I suggest that Rogo read and listen 
more carefully before he makes state­
ments completely misrepresenting other 
people’s opinions or work. — Emily 
Williams Cook, Edinburgh, Scotland.

CHANGING TIMES
“The Man Who Wouldn’t Listen" by 

Victoria S. Benham (June 1986 Fate) is 
an interesting story but obviously only 
a story. She had tried to warn a neigh­
bor of an impending ferry collision on 
the Hudson River but he “wouldn’t 
listen” and was killed. In her last para­
graph she wrote that as she walked 
toward her house she saw the black 
hearse.

I work for a funeral home and I know 
that whenever a person dies unattended 
by a doctor, the body is automatically 
taken to the Medical Examiner’s office 
in the county where the death occurred. 
The body is not released until cause of 
death is established. Even when cause 
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of death is obvious, this whole proce­
dure — taking the body from the scene, 
determining the next of kin, notifying 
them, then making a complete exami­
nation or autopsy — can take not only 
hours but sometimes days. There is 
never a time that the body is brought 
back to the residence and then taken to 
the funeral home by hearse. — Ann 
Alu, Rochelle Park. N. J.

The Author Replies:
Having been a newspaperwoman for 

30 years, I am well acquainted with cor­
oners and mortuary details, but the 
hearse in my story did indeed come 
directly to the victim's home — proba­
bly after the ferry company’s report via 
doctor and coroner.

My story took place many years ago. 
There were few funeral homes then and 
none in our town. The hearse had to 
come from Newark, N. J., the town 
closest to the scene of the accident. The 
undertaker delivered the victim in a 
basket and stayed at the house to pre­
pare the body for burial. Then two and 
a half days later, he returned with the 
hearse and two other cars for the fu­
neral, also held in the home, and after­
ward all left for interment in another 
state. This is a far cry from funeral 
procedures today but that's the way it 
was then. — Victoria S. Benham, Los 
Angeles, Calif.

IN ALL FAIRNESS
D. Scott Rogo is not fair in his review 

of Margot Grey’s book Return From 
Death (July 1986 Fate). He writes, 
“She never explains why visits to para­
dise should be accepted literally and vis­
its to hell should be viewed symbolic­
ally.” 

He must have missed her statement in 
Chapter 12. She wrote, “When one 
realizes that heaven and hell are not 
places to which we ‘go’ when our earthly 
life is ended but rather a ‘state’ which we 
create ourselves and which can be 
changed by us at any moment, one 
starts to understand that instead of 
‘going’ to a place in space, we find our­
selves in one of the ‘planes’ of existence 
that abide in our ‘world within.’"

Margot Grey deals with heaven and 
hell quite evenhandedly. — Terrence 
Peterson, Wowata, Okla.

RIGGING THE GAME
Physicist Bernard Leikind has a the­

ory that explains why fire walking is 
just a normal “stunt” anyone can do 
(“Report from the Readers,” Septem­
ber 1986 Fate). He has arbitrarily 
defined and then “tested” fire walking 
as a rapid trot over 10 feet of warm 
ashes.

A somewhat different fire walk was 
observed in the Fiji Islands in 1898 by a 
Dr. Hocken and reported in Transac­
tions of the New Zealand Institute:

“. . .a pit, eight feet deep, 30 feet in 
diameter, with sloping sides, [was] filled 
at the bottom with stones. These stones 
[were] heated for 48 hours until white- 
hot. The natives (only a few could do 
this) walked for 30 seconds. . ..”

Would Leikind accept this as a test of 
his theory? — B. Fox. Cleveland, Ohio.

WHAT EVER HAPPENED...?
In the mid-1960’s Fate published an 

article entitled “Whatever Happened to 
Annalee Skarin?” about a woman who 
was reported to have “translated.” Mrs. 
Skarin wrote several books (most pub­
lished by DeVorss & Co.) in which she 
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described translation as the front door 
and death as the back door for leaving 
the limited mortal existence on earth. 
She gave methods for achieving transla­
tion and said thousands had already 
done so. Since then there have been 
many odd claims about her. Some per­
sons claim to have received messages or 
to have seen her at meetings where she 
appeared and left mysteriously. Mrs. 
Skarin strongly warned against occult 
practices and especially against giving 
your mind over to discarnate entities 
who might work mischief. She also did 
not accept reincarnation theories.

There have always been stories of 
people who could teleport from place to 
place. Such stories go back 2000 years 
or more in both the East and the West.

So now does anybody know, 20 years 
later, what ever happened to Annalee 
Skarin and the thousands of others? — 
John Herron, Blanding, Utah.

THE SKY WATCHERS
The county reservoir in Thomaston, 

Ga., is a popular place among my high 
school friends who hope to see uniden­
tified flying objects. I never believed 
they existed and 1 only speculated on 
the existence of extraterrestrial beings. 
But the night of September 7, 1985, 
with a couple of friends, 1 saw some­
thing bizarre.

When we arrived at the reservoir the 
water was glittering in the light of a 
million stars. Nothing seemed unusual 
— until we all noticed some bright stars 
spaced above the horizon at what ap­
peared to be even intervals. We were 
looking over the thick black pines at 
about a 45-degree angle.

Suddenly someone called out, “Hey, 
look at that star on the far left. It's

St. Madonna’s Temple of Light
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moving!" Sure enough, as I gazed at the 
star light-years away, it moved slowly 
away from its “fixed” position in the 
heavens. But that wasn’t all. The second 
star repeated this movement while the 
original star picked up speed and flew 
eerily across the sky. Then it disap­
peared above the trees into the inky 
blackness to our right.

Now the remaining star of the pair 
moved into the position where the first 
had been while the other three stars 
began to exchange places in a sort of 
astronomical leapfrog.

Although I don’t believe in evolution 
and I seriously doubt that our Creator 
populated other worlds in the galaxies, 
1 was awestruck. What were these things 
and what were they doing up there? 
Stars don4 move — at least not like lost 
and confused airplane pilots.

1 don’t know how long we watched 
these five stars but it was only a taste.of 
what was to come. Suddenly one of the 
stars began to creep across the right side 
of the reservoir. It was above the tree- 
tops — no higher than a low-flying air­
craft. We were beside ourselves with 
excitement. The object seemed to be full 
of light, gleaming like a huge glass door 
or mirror traveling through space, mak­
ing no sound and leaving no trail.

As it came nearer we could discern its 
shape. It was no taller than six or seven 
feet and shaped like a pyramid covered 
with gleaming mirrors. They were like 
diamonds, picking up the light from the 
starry night. The object was not 50 
yards off, then overhead. It swooshed 
upon us and passed by quickly. The 
only sound was a strange swooshing 
noise like escaping compressed air.

The object had come straight toward 
us, as if it had been watching us, as if it 
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wanted to investigate us. Then it was 
gone over the treetops as quickly as it 
had appeared. We got in our cars to give 
chase down an old road into the coun­
try but the “UFO” was gone. It must 
have traveled at the speed of light. We 
never saw it again. — Chip Braddy, 
Thomaston, Ga.

ANTINUCLEAR PROTEST
Is it possible that underground 

nuclear tests past and present are trig­
gering earthquakes and volcanic erup­
tions? Perhaps these gigantic under­
ground detonations disturb the layers 
of rock supporting certain critical areas 
of the earth’s crust.

Personally 1 feel that all nuclear test­
ing, regardless of which nation is doing 
it, is totally insane, totally criminal and 
totally unnecessary. — John R. Miller, 
Enola, Pa.

UP FROM THE APE
Evolution has many proponents and 

opponents but I see it in progress every­
where. The many subspecies of birds, 
animals and plants are new species 
evolving in an unimaginably gradual 
process. 1 am in some doubt, however, 
as to the origin of man because of the 
vast gulf between his brain and that of 
any other known creature on earth. 
There is evidence that he was indeed a 
special creation of God.

Nevertheless, the striking resemblance 
between higher apes and man cannot be 
ignored — although we should not rule 
out the phenomenon of parallel devel­
opment. Dr. Leakey has unearthed 
many fossil remains of hominids closely 
resembling both man and ape but there 
is still the “missing link.” No one has yet 
found a fossil showing a halfway devel-
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opment between the human foot and an 
ape's. We know all about the opposable 
thumb on the human hand and the foot 
of an ape. But where is the fossil foot of 
an ape showing a “thumb” halfway 
developed? Show me this and I shall 
sleep contentedly, knowing that Dar­
win was right after all. — Arthur T. 
Jeffery, Clearwater. B.C., Canada.

for.

Address

State

AN ARCHETYPAL IMAGE
Jungian psychology provides an inter­

esting corroboration for the story 
“Death’s Bite” (October 1986 Fate) 
about a large black dog as an apparent 
harbinger of death.

Carl Jung himself dreamed of a vio­
lent “gigantic wolfhound” on the night 
his mother died although he was not 
consciously aware of her death at the 
time.

Marie-Louise von Franz, in her re­
cent book On Dreams and Death 
(Shambhala Publications, 1986), men­
tions that “death is.. .often represented 
[in mythology] as a wolf or dog...." In 
Swiss legends, a large black dog an­
nounces death, and in mythologies as 
widespread as ancient Egyptian, Aztec, 
Indian and central European, dogs are 
guides who lead the dying to the other 
side.

The archetypal image linking dogs 
and death has a benevolent side in the 
legend that the dog comes to escort the 
dying person into the resurrection of 
the spiritual self. — William Drake, 
San Francisco, Calif

INTERSTELLAR GAS
In regard to Curtis Fuller’s item 

“Losing” (September 1986 Fate) con­
cerning the interstellar cloud, the Sep- 

(Continued on page 127)
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on the 5th of each month for issues dated three months later, on sale two months later. Send orders to; Advertising 
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ANCmrrTUCMNM
CAST YOUR OWN SPELL. $1.00, infor­
mation.— Secrets, 12555(F) Biscayne, North 
Miami, FL 33181

DISCOVER YOURSELF, Hidden Myster­
ies, Vol. I. Just released, complete spells, 
love, luck, money, hexing. As well, informa­
tion regarding candle magic and the witches 
tools, plus much more. 64-page, soft bound. 
$6.95,— Karhn Singh, 1100 #S Carver Rd., 
Modesto, CA 95350

DISCOVER THE POWER OF HERBS! 
Potions! Healing spells! Herbal Sampler 
package comes with magical herbs, informa­
tive guide, free brewer and product informa­
tion. Send $2.00 (guaranteed) to: New Dis­
coveries, P.O. Box F-39333, Phoenix, AZ 
85069

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof 
Flavius Josephus created Fictional Jesus, 
authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00. 
-Abelard, Box6215-M, Bellevue, W A 98008 
ШВММИН 

ATTRACTIVE NEW ANGEL BOOK has 
hundreds of facts, stories, quotes and fig­
ures: ghostly armies, deathbed visions, fa­
mous witnesses, more. Nationally reviewed. 
Free details: Mamre Press, 1301-J Sherwood 
Drive, Oxford, AL 36203

-
MEDICAL, ASTROLOGY and assorted 
Christian Spiritualist lessons. Write: Trium­
virate Society, 327 N. New Ave., Anaheim, 
CA 92806

COMPATIBILITY CHARTS: Send both 
persons birth date, time, place. $12.50. — 
Astrocomp, Suite 112,1700 Stumpf, Gretna, 
LA 70056

PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGICAL An­
alysis. Natal chart, aspects, plus report, 
$16.00. Your personal transit forecast calcu­
lated for 6 months, $16.00; one year, $30.00. 
Send date, time and place of birth to: Analy­
tical Services, 1549 Harlow St., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15204

FREE 30-DAY LOTTERY NUMBERS 
CHART with every astrology profile or­
dered for $10.00. Over 12 pages. Or compat­
ibility profile, $15.00, average 20 pages. Send 
birth info, for each person to: Kathy, Box 
25113, Philadelphia, PA 19147

AVOID DANGEROUS TIMES, use fortu­
nate times. For two-year Forecast send 
$16.95 (check/ mo), plus birth date, accurate 
birth time, birthplace to: Personal Forecasts, 
Box 1101, W. Concord, MA 01742. Send 
$1.00 plus SASE for more information.

ASTROLOGY READINGS BY ROSA. 
Send a stamped, addressed envelope for 
information to Rosa, с/о Psychic Energy 
Center, #F86,1912 E. 72nd St., Tacoma WA 
98404

SECRET OF AGES. 500 power-packed 
pronouncements. Pocket size book of inspi­
ration (6th printing). Send $3.50 to Dicul 
Publishing, P.O. Box 091111, Columbus, 
OH 43209

EFFORTLESSLY INCREASE your men­
tal-physical power. Free brochure.— Power, 
Dept. FT, Box 343, Woodridge, NJ 07075

HEALING STONES by Hodges. Price, 
$4.50 postpaid. The author has researched 
the sixteen stones used by the ancients, also 
those recommended by Edgar Cayce for 
health or spiritual attunement. Ask for free 
list of books and stones.— Mineral Research, 
Box 400, Perry, IA 50220
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BOOKS—FOLIOS

“HYPNO COP.” Inside story of police hyp­
notism. Hardback. 226 pp. Remainder price: 
$5.98 ppd.— Continental Books, Box 2080, 
New York, NY 101116

UFOs BOOK LIST - J. Arthur Robinson, 
Bookseller, 56149 Twentynine Palms Hwy., 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

ECKANKAR. For this free book, write: 
J.D. Ratliff, P.O. Box 10093, Amarillo, TX 
79116

TIRED OF BAD LUCK? Good luck can be 
yours! World famous author shows you 
exactly how to develop your luck potential. 
“How to Attract Good Luck” only $6.00 
ppd. Easy instructions— amazing results! 
Unconditionally guaranteed! Order today 
from Information Unlimited, Box 474, Rich- 
mond, IN 47375

PSYCHIC EXPANSION and spiritual 
growth. Informational and inspirational 
booklet on higher consciousness and inner 
peace. Please enclose $10.00 donation.— 
United Mail Boxes, Siddartha Vishnu Tem­
ple, c/o Rev. Ec. Marsh, 7325!4 Reseda 
Blvd. «553, Reseda, CA 91335

YOUR PSYCHIC GIFTS REVEALED! 
$8.00 ppd.— Healing Arts Press, Box 7082, 
Reston, VA 22091

THE MUSIC OF LIFE, Lew Paxton Price’s 
nationally renowned book on the secrets 
behind astrology. Send only $12.00.— Eter­
nal Enterprises, Box 6O9I3B, Sacramento, 
CA 95860

MAN CAN DETECT A MAGNETIC 
FIELD. Instruction booklet, $5.00. Based 
on an energy sphere continuum rather than 
space-time continuum. — Research and De­
velopment, P.O. Box 465, Parkersburg, WV 
26102

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035- 
F Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants 

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi’s powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

KNOW WHAT OTHERS are really like. 
Make negative people leave you alone. Pow­
erful methods revealed in unusual mono­
graph entitled, “Personality Unmasked.” 
Send $6.00 to: William Alexander Oribello, 
3125 19th St. «107, Bakersfield, CA 93301

LEVITATION—amazing step-by-step 
guide. Free information.— Box 5199-F, 
SSF, CA 94080

METAPHYSICAL BOOKS. Lists: 25e - 
Naturopathy Institute. Box 533, Hewlett, 
NY 11557

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed. 
-META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 
NY 11106____________________________

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, 
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical 
course pursuing the world beyond the 5 
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism, 
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari­
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large 
format, soft bound. $10.95 ♦ $1.00 U.S. and 
$2.00 foreign р/h.— Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner’s per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. —META, Box 
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

GOD SPEAKS IN SILENCE- find out for 
yourself! Using simple yet powerful medita­
tion techniques. Free booklet: Meditation, 
Box 32433, Jamaica. NY 11431

FREE SPIRITUAL BOOKS-100 books. 
99c each plus special free books.— AUM 
Publishers, Dept. 110,86-24 Parsons Boule­
vard, Jamaica, NY 11432

UNHAPPY WITH YOUR LIFE? Read 
“On the Wings of Fate," $10.00 — Murat 
Publishers, 2132 Northwest Eleventh Ave- 
nue, Miami, FL 33127

RARE ESOTERIC BOOKS and papers. 
Most not available elsewhere. SASE.— 
Jaqua, M-735, RD. 7, Napoleon, OH 43545
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OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOUND. Send 
wants. Five different 2,000+ catalogs. $2.00 
each. All, $8.00. - Booklook, 51W Maple 
Ave., Warwick, NY 10990

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychome- 
try! Alexr. Verner’s book tells how you can 
psychometrize objects to reveal valuable 
information you need for success. Send 
$2.95.— META, Box 6064PS, Long Island 
City. NY 11106

RUDOLF STEINER’S BOOKS on spirit­
ual science, reincarnation, meditation, kar­
ma, medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free 
catalog. — Anthroposophic Press, Bell's 
Pond, Suite 20, Star Rt„ Hudson, NY 12534

OCCULT BOOKS. Lists, 10<. - Collins 
Books, Box 168, Appalachia, VA 24216

RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Cata­
log of psychic books, includes tapes for med­
itation and relaxation. Send $2.00 which 
applies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send 
$2.95.— META, Box 6064FT, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man 
Know Thyself."“Be Thy Real Self," Medita­
tion and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. —Magi Center, Box 
1166, Paradise, CA 95969

FREE! QUALITY OCCULT BOOK LIST, 
SASE. Descriptive catalog, $1.00. Includes 
$2.00 coupon.— Anacalypsis, 529 S. 9th, 
Livingston, MT 59047

KNOW YOUR FUTURE! Wealth, power, 
happiness can be yours—now! Achieve per­
sonal fulfillment easily. Verner’s book re­
veals simple steps. Send. $3.95.— META, 
Box 6064KF, Long Island City, NY 11106 

HOW TO CAST LOVE SPELLS—Bible 
Magic! Guaranteed. Send $6.00 to Sandler, 
19-E West Park, Merchantville, NJ 08109

THE MOVING STATUE OF BALLIN­
SPITTLE (and other Virgin Mary pheno­
mena), illustrated, by Lionel Beer. £2.25, 
$6.00.— Spacelink Books, 15 Freshwater 
Court, London W1H 1HS England

FOUR MONTH ASTRAL PROJECTION 
training course will improve your life. Re­
quest free valuable information.— Institute 
of Diskinetics, Box 52I91-A, Tulsa, OK 
74152

GET YOUR OWN VISA, MasterCard. 
Absolutely no credit check. Free valuable 
report. Guaranteed.— ORBCO, Box 15698, 
Lakewood, CO 80215

SUCCESS, FINANCIAL INDEPEN­
DENCE, prestige. You can have it all. Free 
information: Creative Book Connection, 
P.O. Box 11068, Odessa, TX 79760-8068

CABALAM
ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. 
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA 93116

GENUINE QUARTZ CRYSTAL BALLS, 
quartz crystal points, quartz and amethyst 
clusters, quartz and amethyst pendants. 
Write for brochure.— Tom Galloway, 670 
Gibbs St., Caro, MI 48723

CRYSTAL ENERGY EXPANDED! We 
have taken crystals one step further. Send 
39* stamp for a complete description of this 
exciting new line of crystal devices and tools: 
Kur guides for a fascinating inner journey.— 

aerz Enterprises, Box 39007, Phoenix, AZ 
85069

QUARTZ CRYSTAL DEALERS, distrib­
utors, representatives wanted by buyers of 
Brazil’s finest crystal products. High quality, 
low prices. Write for details.— Fine Media 
International (Dealers), Box 30561, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93150
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CRYSTALS
CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant 
notice wearing these gorgeous, gemlike ear­
rings of imported 32% lead crystal with 
facets of glittering brilliance. Two styles for 
pierced ears! 11 mm teardrop-shaped crystal 
on gold-tone kidney wires or 4mm round­
shaped studs on silver-tone posts. Expensive 
looking, but only $7.95 plus SI.00 postage/ 
handling each pair. Please be sure to specify 
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

DOWSING
DOWSING DICTIONARY with illustra­
tions. How-to-do definitions. 250pp. $10.00 
plus .80 pl h or free details. — S M M-F, Box 
5084, Huntington Beach, CA 92646

ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Instructional 
books, instruments. Free catalog.—Box 
30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

IMPROVE YOUR LIFE with dream con­
trol! Comprehensive advanced training. Re- 
Siest our free valuable report.— Institute of 

iskinetics. Box 52191 -D, Tulsa, OK 74152

ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A life 
energy charging device invented by Wilhelm 
Reich, M.D. Three-layer construction. No 
claims made. Info pack, SI.00.— Super 
Science, P.O. Box 392F. Dayton, OH 45409

HEALTH
DISCOVER THE SECRETS of vitamins 
and minerals! New book, $6.00,— Sauk 
River Press, Box 2475F. San Francisco, CA 
94126

HOMEOPATHY! Natural medicines that 
work! Books, tapes, medicines. For free 
catalog, SASE to: Homeopathic Educa­
tional Services, 2I24Z Kittredge, Berkeley, 
CA 94704

HEAL HEMORRHOIDAL PAIN! $2.22 
ppd.— Healing Arts Press, Box 7082, Res­
ton. VA 22091

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita 
Florum flower essence. Helps direct con­
sciousness into calm, unitive, constructive 
states of being and awareness — Vita Flo- 
rum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, M5W 1A2 
Canada

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS REVEALS 
emotional makeup, talents, compatibility. 
Send writing, $35 for personalized, taped 
reading. Gift certificates! VISA/МС ac­
cepted.— Graphoconsultant, P.O. Box 
99313, Seattle, WA 98199-0313

EXPERT ANALYST HELPS you under­
stand yourself through Graphoanalysis by 
revealing your passions, intelligence, hon­
esty, compassion. Send one full page of 
handwriting on plain paper. Comprehensive 
profile, SI5.00 complete. Thorough evalua­
tion, $50.00.— LAD, Box 63, St. George, 
UT 84770

HYPNOSIS
“HYPNOSIS IS EASY" 10-cassette course. 
Control weight, habits, attitudes. Win! Earn 
money as registered hypnotist. $56.45. Free 
brochure.— Course, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 
89507

GEMOLOGY
TRANSFORMING GEMS for the new age. 
Manufacturer/ museum shop supplier offers 
natural gemstone jewelry at fraction of nor­
mal retail. Lapis Lazuli: beautiful blue 17* 
nugget necklace sells nationally $75, you pay 
$ЗУ Natural quartz crystal: lively, round 
polished beads, 17’ necklace, $40, 33* $77. 
Add $3 shipping. MD residents, 5% tax. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. — Grape Mountain, 
Box 3477-F, Silver Spring, MD 20901

INSTRUCTION
PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings 
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift 
Set." Ideal for beginners and advanced stu­
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full 
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large 
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $17.50 plus $1.50 
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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HEAVENLY EMERGENCE of Supreme 
Being. Highest awareness/grace/healing. 
Wonderful life transformations. Dynamic 
activities transcending body/ego/drugs. Un­
lock gateway to miracles. Stamp, please. — 
Pyramid of One, 251 NW Bailey, Hillsboro, 
OR 97123

BE YOUR OWN MASTER. Learn Tarot, 
Numerology, Astrology. Home study cour­
ses with personal interest of your teacher. 
Write for free aptitude form.—Mary Patrick- 
Lioux, 117 Wesley, Capitola, CA 95010, 
408/475-1952.

INSECURE? NEED SELF ESTEEM? Send 
$2.00 to P.O. Box 091111, Columbus, OH 
43209

AQUARIAN MYSTERIES AND RITES 
of the rose and cross. Write School of Light, 
P.O. Box 3513, Quartz Hill, CA 93536

GOD, LEARN TO LOVE, know, trust Him. 
Write: Triumvirate Society, 327 N. New 
Ave., Anaheim, CA 92806

BECOME A MINISTER in a nontradi- 
tional, nondenominational religion. Ordina­
tion open to men and women interested in a 
career performing marriages, (rites) counsel­
ling, readings, teaching, speaking. Informa­
tion and application: P.O. Box 533, Hemet, 
CA 92343

LEARN POWERFUL MYSTIC SECRETS 
to change your life. Send $1.00 to: William 
Alexander Oribello, 3125 19th St. #107, 
Bakersfield, CA 93301

LOOKING TO IMPROVE YOUR LIFE? 
Our one-year course in Metapsychology 
could possibly provide the answers you have 
been searching for. For Brochure, write: 
Horizon Society, Box 160300, #235-FT, 
Sacramento, CA 95816

E.S.P. MYSTERIOUS FORCES and an­
cient psychic teachings revealed for the first 
time by the secret fraternal Order of Law 
One. The authentic teachings of the Heiro- 
phant of the order in the home study guides 
are in non-technical terms so that even a 
beginner can understand. This is not a reli­
gious sect. Write today for free informa­
tion.— Order of Law One, P.O. Box 163, 
Newport, MI 48166

READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry 
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic 
know-how of palm reading. Devised by 
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that 
explores the future. $12.00 plus $1.00 post­
age-handling.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

IMPROVE YOUR LIFE through discoin­
cidence—advanced consciousness, astral 
projection training. Write for valuable free 
information.— Institute of Diskinetics, Box 
52191-M, Tulsa, OK 74152

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free introduction.— Growth, 
Dept. 284-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, 
CA 91356

PATH BEYOND THE MASTERS. The 
Christian Mystical Schooling, the direct way 
to the Source. For information and corres- 
Kndence course, write: The Christ State,

X 3549, New Haven, CT 06525

; - ■ HHHиж***"~ж
FREE large Illustrated UFO catalog.— 
UAPA, Box 347032, Cleveland, OH 44134

FREE—One issue of our metaphysical and 
psychic newsletter, W.A.N.D.S. Send large 
SASE to P.O. Box 1761, San Marcos, CA 
92069

RON WARMOTH’S Prediction Newslet­
ter. Metaphysical approach to the market- 
?lace & personal prosperity. Monthly 

35.00/yr. $1.00 sample.- Box 4037, Los
Angeles, CA 90078

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
spiritualist newspaper—world’s largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London 
WC2H 9LW England.

SEE THE AURA in 15 minutes. Aura kit,
$9.99 - Psychic Press, P.O. Box 1556, 
Franklin, NC 28734

NEWSLETTER exploring creative con­
sciousness, the new age, practical metaphy­
sics. Free copy.— Perfect Reality, Dept. F, 
Box 366, Elkhorn, NE 68022

121



MAGAZINES
PREDICTION, established 50 years, is an 
international, monthly magazine dealing 
with astrology, the occult, the Tarot, graph­
ology, palmistry and dream interpretation. 
The month ahead is forecast in a 16-month 
astrology section, including sun signs. Ask 
for our free issue subscription offer. $24 (sur­
face) or $40 (airmail) for 13 issues instead of 
12. — Prediction, Link House, Dingwall 
Avenue, Croydon, CR9 2TA, England.

KOSMON VOICE, P.O.B. 664, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84110-0664. Sample issues, $1.00.

FORTEAN TIMES. Acclaimed by research­
ers and readers. Leading journal of strange 
phenomena. II th year. Airmailed sample. 
$3.00. — Fortean Times (F), 96 Mansfield 
Road, London, NW32HX England.

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and organ­
izes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for your 
library for only $6.95 each plus $1.50 each 
postage-handling.— FATE Magazine, 500 
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 60035

WANT CURRENT ADDRESS OF Psy­
chic Brotherhood, formerly at P.O. Box 181, 
Brooklyn, NY 11218.— G.J. Gray, P.O. Box 
7. Parmele, NC 27861

INVENTIONS, IDEAS TECHNOLOGY 
WANTED! Industry presentation/national 
exposition. 1-800-528-6050. X83I.

LIKENESS GUARANTEED. Capture 
loved one’s personality with realistic 12x16 
B&W portrait. Send clear photo with $8.95 
to Ellen, Box 1558, Fair Oaks, CA 95628

THE REAL TRUTH about the great white 
brotherhood. Send $4.95 for quality 60- 
minute cassette— Phoenix, C.E. Chaffin, 
Rt. 2. Box 179M, Eclectic, AL 36024

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 pa­
pers available! 306-page catalog. Rush 
$2.00.- Research, 11322 Idaho #206FQ, 
Los Angeles, CA 90025. Toll Free Hotline: 
800-351-0222 (California: 213/477-8226).

AMAZING ANCIENT CHARM. Mystical 
Coral used in India, Orient and throughout 
western civilizations to ward off evil, depres­
sion, fear and protect virility. Genuine natu­
ral coral in velvet pouch, $4.00. Please write. 
Report how charm worked for you! Infor­
mation compiled for publication and 
video.— Video Productions Unlimited, P.O. 
Box 8051, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310-8051

PRICE SLASHED! Magazine rack orcraft 
tote. Versatile large natural color cotton 
duck tote (11X 14x6) to be used with or with­
out wooden frame. Sturdy and lightweight. 
Complete with directions for easy assembly. 
Was $ 19.95, now only $ 14.95, plus $ 1.50 post­
age/handling. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

BLAZE A NEW PATH in your life. Soar 
with the knowledge gained through the sym­
bolism of your personal numbers. With the 
aid of computer technology, we designed a 
detailed numerology work-up just for you. 
Now, for the first time in your life, you can be 
in control! Send today for free details.— 
Hedgestone Press, Box 300645-FC, Arling­
ton, TX 76010

NUMEROLOGY & ASTROLOGY FOR 
LUCK. Use our lucky star number method 
for sensational results! Send SASE for de­
tails.- S.S.S. Co., P.O. Box 51943, San 
Jose, CA 95121

ORGANIZATIONS
BE A CERTIFIED TAROT MASTER! 
International Grand Lodge offers private 
training, secret spreads.— Tarot Interna­
tional, Box 803, Dept. ТЕ, DuBois, PA 
15801

OCCULT
TASSEOGRAPHY! Learn the art of read­
ing tea leaves. History and complete instruc­
tions beautifully printed. $2.00.— Linda 
Morehead, 4977 Moorhead Ave., #201, 
Boulder, CO 80303

WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Doll 
works, please use wisely. Absolutely guaran­
teed. $6.00.— Doll, Box 8348, Albuquerque,
NM 87198
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DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. 
Gain money, love, luck, protection. Influ­
ence others. Write: House of Maya, P.O. 
Box 9831, FT. Worth, TX 76107

PERSONAL

CARING ADVICE via ancient wisdom. 
Specify typed / taped. Send handwritten note, 
$20.00. State problems/questions.— Reve­
rend Carroll, P.O. Box 533, Hemet, CA 
92343

ENOCHIAN WITCHCRAFT past life re­
gression spells. Send $5.00.— Michael Addi­
son, Box 441051, Fort Washington, MD 
20745

ANSWERS-DETAILED HELP! Any situ­
ation. By mail, $5.00. Tarot reading, $8.00. 
SASE. — Gloria Reiser, Box 561, Quincy, IL 
62306-0561

PERSONALIZED AFFIRMATIONS pre­
pared. Handwrite problems and desires. Re­
ceive individual spirit-inspired affirmations 
with candle-burning instructions. $20.00.— 
Celestial Affirmations, Box 135, Anton, TX 
79313

THOROUGH TAROT READING, $10.00. 
Interested in witchcraft? Send SASE for list 
of items available. — Garry Lewis, Box 321F, 
Meredosia, IL 62665

WARLOCK/SORCERER. I will use my 
powers on your behalf. Answer three ques­
tions or give general reading with Tarot, 
$15.00. Will cast spell for you, $16.00,- 
Casimir, P.O. Box 485, Slate Hill, NY 10973. 
Will not cast spells against others.

INSIGHT THROUGH PRAYER. $1.00 
per question.—William Sherwood, 975 38th 
Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95062

MIND STIMULATOR FREE lesson helps 
speed success, remakes lives.—Frank Tibolt, 
2819F3 Carmel, Glenside, PA 19038

GIFTED OCCULTIST will cast a spell for 
you. Tell me what you want. $7.00.— Omar 
Panchadasi, Box 9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

READINGS With Automatic Writing,
SASE, $10.00.— Michael Martin, Rt. I, Box 
260, Bon Aqua, TN 37025

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don't understand? A 
voice you can't hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can 
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for 
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710, 
Dept. FC-87, San Antonio, TX 78299

FREE PIANO MEDITATION CASSETTE 
with perceptive personal reading. $10.00.— 
1090 West D St #E. Lemoore. CA 93245

LET ME HELP YOU through prayer and 
fasting. I have helped many with problems. 
Send SASE, $1.00 donation for prayer 
cloth.— Sister Cathey, P.O. Box 06961, 
Linwood Station, Detroit, M1 48206

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE: Astrological 
compatibility charts (friends, lovers, busi­
ness associates). Natal charts and interpreta­
tion (one-year reading). Numerology profile 
with four-month reading. Lucky Lottery 
numbers (pick 6, pick 4, megabucks) for 6 
months. $20.00 each. Please provide name 
most often used now, full name given at 
birth, date, time (am/ pm), place of birth for 
all services. Mail check or money order to 
Astrology by Tom, P.O. Box 273525, Tam­
pa, FL 33688-5325

ESPecially Yours: Psychometry reading 
(personal vibration) from your signature. 
$10.00. List problems for helpful discus­
sion.- Rev. Mabel Hazell. Box 1005-F, 
South San Francisco, CA 94080

NOTED CLAIRVOYANT answers 5 ques­
tions, $10.00. Past life reading, $10.00. Spir­
itual healing assist, $25.00. Send photo, birth 
date. — Jack Richards. Box 206, Woodland, 
CA 95695

SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, 
columnist, radio personality, predicts your 
future, introduces you to spirit guides and 
reads past lives.— Box 74872, Los Angeles, 
CA 90004

MEDRIENA will peer into the future for 
you using her God-given power. Send three 
questions, latest photo (returned) and $10.00 
donation.— Medriena, P.O. Box 843, Cora­
opolis, PA 15108
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PERSONAL
ANITA— three questions, $5. Price list 
free. Box 961, Scarboro, ME 04074-0961

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against 
black magic, voodoo, witchcraft and evil 
psychic attacks. Details free.- Mayahouse, 
Box 9831-A, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

B. HYMAN: Gifted reader. Personal profile 
and future. $25.00,- Box 19-1591, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139

POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK 
will cast spells for money, love, luck, protec­
tion. Free details.— Raphiel, Box 470815, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76147 

SINGLE’S REGISTRY for metaphysical 
minded. Send SASE to: Psychic Press, P.O. 
Box 1556, Franklin, NC 28734

DISCOVER THE MYSTERIOUS SE­
CRETS. Gain money, love, luck, protection. 
Influence others. Write: House of Maya, 
P.O. Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 
30 years' experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.— Sybil How­
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory 
spell. Powerful! $1.00.- Karen, Box 942, 
Bellflower, CA 90706 

$2.00 PER QU EST1ON. Send three or more 
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped 
envelope. — Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., Sche­
nectady, NY 12303 

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW about your 
spirit guides! Write to Rev. Beth Collins, 
P.O. Box 15742, Chattanooga, TN 37415. 
$10.00 donation.

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
210 West Riverside Drive, Jupiter, FL 33458. 
Five questions, $5.00.

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam­
eron, Cioich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI4PU 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading. 
$10.00 cash/m.o.

FREE TRUTH about evil spirits. — Ruth, 
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel, Liverpool L153HT England

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.— 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

ESP LABORATORY. The new research 
service group can help you. For FREE 
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
75117

FREE! 1987 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope.— 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria 
O’Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009

PRODUCTS
NEW CATALOG. Handcrafted Runes, 
incense, oils, crystals. Amber Essence, herbs. 
Send 22c stamp: Moonstone Products, Box 
161, Harbor City, CA 907104)161

ENERGIZED HOMEMADE CANDLES 
by Lufu. SASE for information.— Lufu, 
1927 W. Thunderbird. Suite 247, Phoenix, 
AZ 85023

GET THE BEST! Order your books and 
supplies from the Moonstar catalog, $2.00.— 
38422 Lake Shore, Willoughby, OH 44094

BLESSED MOTHER OF PEARL: Ankh, 
$3.00; Zodiak pendants, $7.00; Zodiak ear­
rings. $6.50; crosses, $3.50. J&K Box 211-F, 
Crestwood, KY 40014

CRYSTALS AND STONES can bring a 
new dimension to your life and relationships. 
We offer handcrafted jewelry, pendulums 
and meditation headbands, quartz crystals, 
crystal bails, pyramids and more, all at 
affordable prices. Trance readings available. 
Catalog, $1.00 refundable.— Mind's), Dept. 
F, Box 446, Kulpsville. PA 19443
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ST. AELRED MEDAL (patron of gays) 
with chain, $5.00.— Benson, 215 Beaumont 
Blvd., Pacifica, CA 94044-1408

FREE CATALOG. Unusual devices.— 
Lawson Electronics, Box 711, Poteet, TX 
78065

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, set in pewter. Pend­
ant is over 5/8* in diameter on an 18* silver- 
plated link chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle ear­
rings are 3/8* in diameter on silver-plated 
drops, $8.95. Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035________________________________

THOUSANDS OF UNIQUE gift ideas! For 
192-page discount catalog send $4.00 to: 
Hardcastle Enterprises. Dept. FAA, P.O. 
Box 2714, Huntington Beach. CA 92647

PYRAMIDS

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog. Pyramids, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130.

RELIGION

ESOTERIC METAPHYSICS: Spirit re­
news prayerful lifestream of inward whole­
ness.— Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, 
Chicago, IL 60690-1554

FREE ST. MARTHA’S MIRACULOUS 
Prayer. Send 22t stamp. — Peyton’s, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. - 
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216

RUNE MAGIC

VIKING RUNES ORACLE will cast a three 
lifetime incarnation reading, plus three per­
sonal questions. Money order please, 
$10.00.— Margaret Nygard, 3279 Springhill 
Dr., Muskegon, Ml 49444

THE KNIGHTS OF RUNES. We teach the 
true ancient rune magic! The most powerful 
magical art! Complete home study course.— 
Box 2070, Decatur, GA 30031

SELF IMPROVEMENT
“INNER REFLECTIONS" is a monograph 
that explains True Knowledge, the Mystic 
Path of Light, the Unpardonable Sin, Uni­
corns, Children, Proof of God's Existence, 
etc. Send $5.00 to: William Alexander Ori- 
bello, 3125 19th St. #107, Bakersfield, CA 
93301

DISCOINCIDENCE—The high technology 
of mental training will improve your life 
through advanced instruction in conscious­
ness manipulation/astral projection. Re­
quest important free information.— Insti­
tute of Diskinetics, Box 52191, Tulsa, OK 
74152

AWAKENED IMAGINATION — Ulti­
mate secrets to physical, mental & spiritual 
health, $4.95. Special $3.00 with ad to: SOS 
Publishing, Box 68290, Oak Grove, OR 
97268.

8ORCERY
THE SORCERER’S GUIDE, paperback 
book describing the laws governing psychic 
assassination. $2.95 postpaid. — Gould, 
P.O. Box 398074, Miami Beach, FL 33139

TAROT
UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider 
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho­
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur 
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu­
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card 
features a symbolic picture that aids read­
ings. Cards measure 2% x4% and bear Eng­
lish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44- 
page instruction booklet, $10.00 plus $1.00 
postage handling. —Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

TAROT DECKS, Tarot books, carto­
mancy, divination, occult books, playing 
cards, etc. 48-page full color catalog featur­
ing world’s largest selection. Send $2.00. — 
The Best of Cards Catalog, Department FM, 
38 East 32nd St., New York, NY 10016
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TAREI
"INCREDIBLE, BUTTRUE"... most amaz­
ing collection of psychic phenomena ever 
produced for radio. 144 stories, vividly 
dramatized. Nine 60-minute audio cassettes. 
Introductory Volume I, only $5.00. Volumes 
2 through 9, $8.95 each.— Dean Schaefer, 
Sawyer, Ml 49125  

“STRANGE DISCOVERIES." True, chil­
ling accounts. $10.00 each audio cassette. 
Volumes I, 2, or 3. “A collector's must."— 
Thane Theis, 3875 Melton St., Santa Cruz, 
CA 95062

FREE INFORMATION on astral projec­
tion technques and accessories. Write: Whis­
pering Sounds Ltd., 1029 N. Adams, South 
Bend. IN 46628

INTIMATE CELEBRATION meditation/ 
motivation tape. Guided intrapersonal jour­
ney. Clarifies who you are, what you want. A 
beautiful and different transcendent expe­
rience. $15.00.— Prakrti, Box 5041, Napa, 
CA 94559

SUBLIMINAL AUDIO TAPES. Over 100 
titles. Free catalog.—Lawson Electronics, 
Box 71 IF, Poteet, TX 78065

COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS - Ernest 
Longest's incredible experience of being 
taken beyond creation into All-Knowing 
Mind. Free catalog— Longest, 132 Brad­
dock Road, Hampton, VA 23661

TREASURE FINDING
TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free. 
— Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Seren­
ity Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone 
between finger and thumb to induce medita­
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in 
the tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces 
relaxation, opens the mind' inner doors. 
Only $4.00 each postpaid. Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Box 249. Highland Park, IL 
60035

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette 
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18*, on heavy 
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his 
kind in a magic realm, our powerful Unicorn 
stands alert and ready to explode into action. 
His superb presence will lend enchantment 
to your home. Only $4.95, plus $ 1.50 postage­
handling,— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

ORIENTAL MAGIC MIRROR. Used to 
protect against "evil eye” and to bring luck, 
money and harmony to homes and busi­
nesses. $15.00.— Solomon Star Trading Pte. 
Ltd., No. 51 Cheng Soon Garden, Singapore 
2159.

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in 
your world with “I Ching Cards” — a new 
visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys­
tem of divination and revelation. Complete 
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yin and 
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction, 
$ 10.00 plus $ 1.00 postage/ handling. — Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, 11. 60035

POWERFUL MYSTICAL ITEMS from 
worlds beyond to help you. SASE.— Prin­
cess Suetteyh, P.O. Box 14414, Philadel­
phia, PA 19115

QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially 
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en­
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch. 
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones 
like these in streambeds, believed them 
sacred and magical. Can they heal, bring 
luck, prophetic visions? Three quartz crystal 
baubles of varied sizes, about 3/4* to I*, in 
carry-around bag of black velvet, with scroll 
relating their legend, $9.50, plus postage/ 
handling: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign.— Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

VIDEO CASSETTES
ESOTERIC AND UNIQUE video cassettes. 
Your favorite subjects are now available on 
tape! We have hundreds of video titles on 
occult and other subjects sure to appeal to 
you. For catalog send $1.00 to: Worldcraft, 
Dept. FF, P.O. Box 2067, East Orange, NJ 
07019
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LEARN TAROT, HANDWRITING AN­
ALYSIS, numerology, astrology, develop 
psychic ability, video correspondence cour­
ses. Free information.— Video Productions 
Unlimited, Box 8051, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33310-8051

VIDEOS: Invisibility, levitation, triple your 
intelligence. SI9.95 each. Superfunction 
books-video catalog. $1.00.— 22511-V 
Markham, Perris, CA 92370

VOODOO
UNUSUAL BUT EFFECTIVE, handsome 
wooden coffin, approx. 9 inches, including 
New Orleans hex doll and coffin ritual. Rid 
yourself of trouble! $20.00. — Witchway, 
Box 1147, Sonora, CA 95370

WITCHCRAFT
FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 126 pages! 
Over 6000 books, jewelry, herbs, oils, tapes, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. — 
International, 8050-F Webb, North Holly­
wood, CA 91605

WITCHCRAFT - HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world’s fore­
most witches, teach you how. — Box 1502- 
FC. New Bern, NC 28560

FEMINIST W1CCE CELEBRATING 13
YEARS! Catalog, $2.50- 2098(B) Wave­
view, Topanga, CA 90290

WICCA SEMINARY. Largest occult school 
of its kind. Five complete home study 
courses. Witchcraft, Sorcery, Egyptian Mag­
ick, Herbology, Fortune Telling. Free in­
formation. — Box 1366, Nashua, NH 03061

AUTHENTIC WITCHCRAFT! Your com­
plete occult needs center: Books, courses, 
supplies, services. $6.00 for catalog. — Mys­
tique Books, P.O. Box 131, WI Rapids, W1 
54494

LARGEST SELECTION spiritual, occult 
supplies. Candles, lottery, perfumes, etc. 
Catalog Free —Wizard Supply, 1908 Bev­
erly Blvd., «104-Е, Los Angeles, CA 90057

BLACK WITCH’S STONE, $5.00 - P. 
Brown, Box 141, Panaca, NV 89042

INCENSE, RITUALS, crystals, Tarot, 
books, oils. Complete metaphysical supp­
lies. $2.00 catalog refundable with order.— 
Coven Gardens, Box 1064F, Boulder, CO 
80306

WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL. 6 Books, 
$12.00. Complete course, $35.00. 2 maga­
zines, $3.00.—Martello, 153 West 80, New 
York, NY 10024

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 116) 

tember 1986 edition of Scientific Amer­
ican finally admitted, "A cloud of inter­
stellar gas is now streaming through the 
solar system. Past encounters with dens­
er clouds may have substantially af­
fected the earth’s climate.” This is the 
first time a scientific publication has 
admitted that this cloud is already in 
our solar system.

It was hard to keep the secret. In the 
January 24, 1986, issue of Science, an 
article titled “The Sun Is Fading” told 
readers that something is wrong but the 
scientists refused to admit that an inter­
stellar cloud is responsible.
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The article in Scientific American 
still does not tell us the whole truth 
about the coming disaster which will 
cause a new ice age and perhaps the end 
of all life on this planet. Its authors tried 
to prove that the cloud was not dense 
enough to do any harm.

Obviously the scientists know the 
truth but are afraid of causing a panic 
by revealing it too quickly. We may feel 
the terrible cold before we read about it 
in the press. —Michael Cohen, New 
York. N. Y.

ROMANTIC NOTIONS
In “Ghost Ship of the Goodwins” 

(October 1986 Fate) Michael Goss 
proposes that the date of the ghost 
ship’s reappearance, February 13, has 
been chosen because the eve of St. Val­
entine’s Day is appropriate for this 
tragic, romantic tale.

1 would say that the name of the ves­
sel, Lady Luvibund, is in the same cate­
gory — deliberate selection of detail 
meant to create a properly romantic 
atmosphere. What better name could 
be given to a love-bound ship carrying 
the captain and his bride on a honey­
moon voyage?

These are legitimate literary devices, 
albeit timeworn, that tend to support 
the idea that Goss’ story is a supernatu­
ral Valentine’s Day tale, nothing more. 
— Marina DeMelt Kurkov, Rocky 
River, Ohio.

BADLY-CONTROLLED STUDY
I can’t dispute Michael Mahoney’s 

sincerity in his study of the honesty and 
unbiased judgment of the scientific com­
munity (“I See by the Papers,” October 
1986 Fate), but I can dispute the integ­
rity of his study. He used 15 physicists 

and 15 psychologists with 15 clergymen 
as a control. His control group throws 
the entire effort to the dogs.

The clergymen were college-educated 
(even if it was theological college) and 
certainly had some training in science 
and research methods. They were ad­
mittedly Protestant and conservative 
by faith and training and undoubtedly 
biased to some degree.

For a valid control Mahoney should 
have picked 15 people at random with 
two conditions: First, they are not in­
volved in science or research and 
second, they are not college graduates. 
This would have given a far more accu­
rate comparison of the scientific com­
munity and society in general.

In my own profession, many com­
panies give the same type of mathemat­
ical sequence tests and similar logic 
tests to new job applicants. I have been 
a computer programmer-analyst for 
about 20 years and 1 have to face these 
tests every day. I think possibly Maho­
ney’s results were fairly accurate but not 
because of his “scientific method.” — 
Ronald Burger, Sr., Hickory Hills, III.

IN SEARCH OF.. .
I would like to find some of my ship­

mates from the tanker S. 5. Nickajack 
Trail which went down off Japan to­
ward the end of World War II.

It could have been sometime in 1944 
that we came into Japan on the right 
side of a red buoy — which is the wrong 
thing to do — and we ripped out the 
ship’s bottom. We had 172,000 barrels 
of fuel oil for the navy and we pumped it 
over the side to try to float the tanker 
off the reef. With four seagoing tugs 
and four sets of beach gear, we couldn’t 
get the ship off the reef and we had to
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leave her there. I hope to hear from the 
sons of the deceased tanker S. 5. Nick- 
ajack Trail — Harold W. Taylor, 3368 
Decatur Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10467.

a a a
Like many Americans, 1 once was 

involved with a religious cult — almost 
three years with the "Moonies," in my 
case. Ten years passed before I could at 
least forgive the cult and myself for 
what happened. Now 1 want to write a 
book on how to put one's life back 
together after leaving the sacred nest. 1 
want to publish the book which was not 
available when 1 most needed it and 
which still is not available today.

For this book to be most valuable it 
should contain the collected wisdom of 
other former cult members. I want to 
hear from people who have been in­
volved in all-consuming religious or 
spiritual organizations of every kind, 
including monastic orders, charismatic 
sects, mystical or magickal groups, hu­
man potential organizations or any of 
the mainstream religious cults. — Ken 
Freed, P. O. Box 20552, Evergreen, 
Colo. 80439.

a a a
My research concerns ceremonial 

magic. 1 am seeking rituals that actually 
work — or proof that none do. Please 
help a novice magician. — T. Lee, 1200 
Laurant Ave., Caruthersville, Mo. 
63830.

a a. a
Does any Fate reader have or know 

where 1 can find a booklet called Appa­
ritions of the Virgin Mary at Zeitun, 
Cairo, Egypt? It is illustrated with nu­
merous photographs and was'published 
by a research organization in Cleve­
land. — Ralph O. Howard, 417 Reed 
St., 14A, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 35401.

I
 THE GREATEST | 

UNSOLVED 
UFO MYSTERY |

To answer skeptics who still believe UFO's 
are a modem hoax, one has only to turn the 
pages of history to several other flaps of 
bygone days. One of the most celebrated is the 
flood of reports of airships seen all over the 
world in 1896-97.

People began seeing them in California. The 
reports spread to the mid western, southeastern 
and eastern states and continued through the 
following year. Soon reports came from New 
Zealand, South Africa and Great Britain. 
Many of them were believable and convin­
cingly documented.

Xer no known airships were flying anywhere 
in the world at this time:

Daniel Cohen explores this phenomenon in 
“The Great Airship Mystery,“a2l2-page hard­
cover book offered at the bargain price of 
$7.95, plus shipping-handling: SI.00 U.S.A.; 
$2.00 foreign. Order from:

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 24», Highland Parit, IL 00035

GYPSY WITCH
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WHAT HAS FATE m STORE 
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that's what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Mary Fuller’s report on stories 
planned for future issues:

«е Are children attuned to an in­
visible world of psychic phenomena 
and mystical experience? Yes, says 
an investigator who has collected 
their accounts of journeys into 
realms unknown to most adults.

co For centuries, legends, rumors 
and reports of a strange race of men 
with tails have persisted all over the 
world. Is there any truth to such 
tales? Michael Goss examines the 
evidence.

о» Is it possible to "see” the sub­
atomic world psychically? Two great 
Theosophists did. Annie Besant and 
C. W. Leadbeater accurately de­
scribed chemical elements whose 
existence, then unknown, would be 
confirmed by science many years 
later.

00 Called the “Miracle of the 
Doves,” it was witnessed on three 
continents by thousands of persons, 
the devout and the skeptical alike, 
who saw the birds perform acts of 
devotion at the feet of statues of the 
Virgin Mary.

MARY MARGARIT FUllIR
Each month FATE publishes more than 

40,000 words of true articles on the strange, 
the unusual, the unknown. You can read such 
stories only in FATE because FATE is the 
only magazine of its kind in the world!

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE — 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

I CLARK PUBLISHING CO.I 170 Future Way, Dept. DOOM
J Marion, OH 43302 |
I-------------------------------;
I Address___________________________  J

J City---------------------------------------------------- I
I SUU-------------------------Zip---------------------- I
I I wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow- ■I 114 special price (check square):
J □ 24 Wausa, 31*95 □ 12 Issues, 311.10 I
J (Foreign subscriptions: add $4.00 postage I 
I Canadian subscriptions: add $3.00 postage) | 
I Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order , J for $___ _________________________  I
J □ Check if this renews a previous subscription | 

Your first copy will arrive In в to 8 weeks.
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5TRAN6Í

The Dark Continents 
of 

Your Mind
DO YOU struggle for balance? Are you forever trying to maintain 

energy, enthusiasm and the will to do? Do your personality and power of 
accomplishment ebb and flow—like a stream controlled by some unseen 
valve? Deep within you are minute organisms. From their function spring 
your emotions. They govern your creative ideas and moods—yes, even 
your enjoyment of life. Once they were thought to be the mysterious seat 
of the soul—and to be left unexplored. Now cast aside superstition and 
learn to direct intelligently these powers of self.

Let the Rosicrucians, an age-old fra­
ternity of thinking men and women (not a 
religion), point out how you may fashion 
life as you want it—by making the fullest 
use of these little-understood natural 
faculties which you possess. This is a 
challenge to make the most of your 
heritage as a human. Write for the free 
book the Mastery of Life.

Address: Scribe NHD

9SÍ
ROSICRUCIANS

(AMORC)

I----------------------------------------------------------- J
I Scribe NHD
I The ROSICRUCIANS (AMORC) |
I San Jose. California 95191, U.S.A. |
I Please send a copy of the book |
I Mastery of Life.

I Address




