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UARTZ CRYSTALS
8f STERLING SILVER

The most awe inspiring examples
of God’s natural wonders.

CRYSTAL PENDANT - This beautiful natural
QUARTZ crystal pendant is crafted of a magnificent
QUARTZ crystal point nestled into a pure 925 STERLING
SILVER hand-fined cap. Imagine the feel and appearance of
pure natural silver embracing the clean clear lines of a
natural quartz crystal. When you see the elegance and
craftsmanship of the CRYSTAL PENDANT, you will surely
wish to order more for your friends and relatives. This pen-
dant s avalable ineither clear QUARTZ crystl o in smoky

JARTZ crystal. Many people will wish to have both smoky
and clear QUARTZ CRYSTAL PENDANTS so that they can
apply the different energy harmonics of each type of crystal
as needed.

POWER CRYSTAL WITH EELSKIN POUCH -
These marvelous, pure QUARTZ crystals have been care-
fully polished o as to Scrupulously maintain the precise
natural faces of each individual stone while at the same time
enhancing the ability of the crystals to transfer and control

any of our customers feel that these crystls perform
better than
vent proper fobusing infy the heart of the cryslal also, our
carefully polished crystals have a precise feel which enriches
the experience of working with the crystal,

‘These crystals are available in sparkling CLEAR QUARTZ
or in SMOKY QUARTZ. Many people will wish to have one
of each since each has its own unique energy handling prop-

Crystals of this quality are hard to find and retail for as
much 25 $L OOlearat, even so e are including (at no extra
charge) a finely crafted eelskin pouch in which to preserve
and protect the beauty of these UNIQUE natural crystals.

ORDER NOW!

Check
POWER CRYSTAL SET-

TING - convertyour powercrystal (1) =

into a beautiful pendant with our () 1

sterling silver setting. @ o
PLEASE NOTE - Since only (4) CI

NATURAL QUARTZ CRYSTALS (5)

(Not to be confused with leaded (o)

glass) are used by us. the sizesand | ©)

Tengths ofthe crystals used will be | (7) I Sterlin

unique to each individual crystal.
We guarantee, however, that each |
CRYSTAL PENDANT will be at
least 4 cm lone & one-halfin.) in
length and that each POWER
CRYSTAL will weigh at least 80
carats with the length and width de
termined by NATURE.

Sterling Silver Power Crystal Setting
o Silver Choker for Pendants. .$12.95
Please add $2.00 for postage and handling. PLEASE PRINT

CRYSTAL RESONANCE
P.O. Box 720693
McAllen, Texas 78504

Please send me the items checked below. | enclose
1 Money Order for $

Crystal Pendant with Clear Quartz Crystal ...

$14.95

Crystal Pendant with Smoky Quartz Crystal. $14.95
Clear Quartz Crystal with Eelskin Pouch.....

$14.95

Smoky Quartz Crystal with Eelskin Pouch....$14.95
One Each of Items (1) through (4) Above... $49.95

$5.95




Relax... listen

and

PROGRAM YOUR MIND
TO BRING YOU HEALTH

Many

had the ability
long held that the mind could not heal the body.

O ey as el sencecome o elize how poerl

Doclurs areat last

WHO IS
LARRY
GARRETT?
is a clinical
hypnousmhoopep

cais they arciscovering 6ver more about how the ming ean
activate the immune system, how it can marshallall of the body's

Larry Garretts tapes will show you hov

est and most ad-

vanced clinics In

the nation. He has

reached millions

through TV, radio

seminars and private practice. His
soothing voice against a background
of vivid Imagery and music blends
with positive suggestions to help you
visualize your healthy body, yourwell-
ness, your freedom from Stress—and
helps make you el

VENTURE BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

Enclosed is I check 1 M.O. for tapes checked below at $10.95 each, plus postage/
handling: U.S.A. $1.50 first tape, 750 each additional tape, Foreign $1.50 additional,

total $
Better Health Tapes

16 FEELING MORE CONFIDENT
18 STRESS

111 BECOMING MORE ASSERTIVE
(112 ACCENTUATING CREATIVITY

118 FEELING RELAXED
BEFORE/AFTER SURGERY

122 FEELING MORE ENERGETIC

124 FEELING HAPPIER

128 DEVELOPING AHEALTHY LIFESTYLE
135 ALCOHOL FREE LIFE MAINTENANCE

136 GUIDED IMAGERY
FOR CHEMOTHERAPY

143 ENJOYING EXERCISE

144 EXECUTIVE STRESS
(co-produced with Dr. John Tucker)

Attachyour printed name, address, city, state and zip code to coupon.

Self-Help Tapes

11 LOSE WEIGHT

12 SELF-HYPNOSIS

£13 MEMORY A CONCENTRATION

14 SPECIAL SLEEP TAPE

15 QUIT SMOKING

(17 SLEEPING BETTER

(110 FEELING MORE ATTRACTIVE

113 PROCRASTINATING LESS

115 IMPROVING YOUR APPETITE

117 FEELING MORE CONFIDENT
IN SALES

119 FEELING MORE RELAXED
WHILE FLYING

120 FEELING MORE CONFIDENT
WHILE DRIVING

123 SPEAKING MORE EFFECTIVELY

125 PARENTAL STRESS TAPE

129 CONFIDENCE IN LIFE

[CICOPING WITH JEALOUSY



BIOFEEDBACK!

FOR HOME AND OFFICE

BIOFEEDBACK-5

5 complete systems in one package

GSR — TEMPERATURE — EMG (muscle)

HEART RATE — BLOOD VOLUME PULSE

Here is a new level of accuracy with compactness and
portability. Audible tones and meters provide 2 types
of monitoring. Includes cassette tape of training ses-
sion. $599 + $15 shipping U.S. & Canada.

ELECTRONIC DIGITAL DISPLAY FOR THE ABOVE

The digital unit by itself provides simultaneous monitoring of temperature and
skin conductance. When added to the Biofeedback-5 it provides both digital and
tone feedback of the other parameters. $299 + $10 shipping U.S. & Canada.

BIOFEEDBACK-4
Same as Biofeedback-5 but omits Blood Volume Pulse.
$399 + $12 shipping U.S. & Canada.

THE CALMSET-3

Combines three modes of Biofeedback in one instru-
ment: GSR —Temperature — EMG (muscle activity).
Includes cassette training tape. Monitoring signals are
in the headset, with sensitivity, pitch and volume con-
trols. $249.00, + $10 shipping U.S. and Canada.

ALPHA-THETA BRAIN WAVE

The Alpha-Theta Monitor is a training aid to Mind
Control, Yoga, Meditation and Hypnosis. It will
help you to reach the creative THETA state, which
until now was achieved by relatively few people
after years of training. $295.00, + $10 shipping U.S.
& Canada

With detailed instructions and one-year factory service warranty.
Include payment with order. lllinois residents please add 7% sales tax
We will quote shipping to other countries.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 117
9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076
Telephone: 312/676-9151
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Margierite Carter

This woman's
prophecies

come true!

For over forty years this gifted woman has astonished people
worldwide with the accuracy of her predictions of world events.
In recent years, readers of her special annual forecast knew

when to expect the unexpected.

higher insurance and medical

costs  when new opportunities would come to them  and much
more.
Of the year ahead Miss Carter says: receive. They tell her: “With your

**In spite of the dire predictions of cur-
rent ‘authorities’ we will not suffer a
repeat of the '29 stock market crash
and its aftermath! | expect an
escalation of peace talks and increas-
ing concern over trade agree-
ments a return of student demon-
strations as in the '60s, but with the
emphasis on world peace. These ac-
tions will have a powerful impact on
in ways never before ex-

THE UNITOLOGY FORECAST is
Miss Carter's most detailed, per-
sonalized service in which she delves
into the most important areas of your
life: money, romance, goals and signifi-
cant changes. You will discover many
wonderful ways you can live a better
life. She has been the guiding light and
helping hand for people from all walks
of life, thousands of whom have re-
mained faithful clients for decades.
There is good reason why they seek
her services year after year—THEY
GET THE HELP THEY NEED.

In letter after letter people comment
on the uplifting and realistic help they

guidance | have tripled my money.”
IP. IL “"When a certain date has been
pinpointed for an event-it always
happens-just as you predict!” L.D.
OH. The rare qualities of sincerity,
warmth and understanding in her
UNITOLOGY FORECAST with SPE-
CIAL NOTATIONS provide the guid-
ance that thousands of her clients can-
not do without. You get a FULL
YEAR'S forecast regardless of when
you order. These are judgments by a

caring astrologer-counselor, not
an impersonal computer.
TEST HER NOW! Send for Mar-

guerite Carter's UNITOLOGY FORE-
CAST with SPECIAL NOTATIONS
individually prepared for your birth-
day. PRINT: month, day, year, place,
hour of birth (if known) and include
$9.95 plus $2.00 toward postage and
handling. ($11.95 total) in U.S. funds
only. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for careful
completion and delivery. 100% satis-
faction guaranteed or full refund.
MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER,
BOX 807, DEPT. F7I1, INDIANAP-
OLIS, IN 46206



QUOTE OF THE MONTH
As Lewis Wolpert has written, the

hate campaigns against their pro-
ponents and criticizes all such re-

real objection the members of search, however carefully done, in

CSICOPhave topsychics andpsi is
that these offend against the Puri-
tan hard work principle by prom-
ising knowledge on the cheap — “I
didn'tget where lam today without
studying theoretical physicsfor 70
years; now along comes John
Pseudoscientist stealing the bread
out of my mouth!" This probably
explains the bad temper.
—Paraphrased from a review of
Kendrick Frazier's Science Con-
fronts the Paranormal by Peter
Rogerson in June 1987 Magonia

O YOU believe that all scien-
tists delight in revolutionary

anomalistics. For the most part
these criticisms have been limited to
more or less isolated cases although
it was possible to deduce that such
attitudes were reasonably universal.

Now Jon Van, a science writer
with the Chicago Tribune, has
dramatized this sad situation with
greater documentation than we
have seen before in his report of a
meeting hosted by Fermilab and
published in the July 5 issue of the
Tribune. Although one might sup-
pose that scientists who have spent
much of their lives working on
superconductivity would be tre-
mendously excited by the new find-

scientific breakthroughs? Guegsgs, the fact is that many express

again. The recent breakthroughs in
high-temperature superconductors
show how scientists really feel and
react when their tidy little worlds
are shattered.

For years we have reported on
how the scientific community den-
igrates unconventional claims, re-
fuses to investigate them, develops

resentment.
* ok

that Lewis Wolpert's analysis of
e CSICOP mind is entirely cor-
rect when he says Establishment
scientists reject the unconventional
because they fear the revolutionary
approach might produce “knowl-

AM NOT altogether persuaded
t!



What did Plato, Socrates,
Pythagoras, St Francis, Kabir,
& Zarathustra have in common?

There is a path known to few
but practiced by many down
thru the ages...

Darwin Gross
Author, Musician, Healer and Spiritual Guide
Paperback books.
only $3.00 each with this ad! J

Power of Awirrnex- Control yourattention and
unfoldto Mastershiptheeffortlesa way.

The ATOM- Learn secrets of theAtom and how to
retain yourindividuality throughouteternity,

You Can't Turn Back- A fascinating glimpse nto
thelifeofa greatspiritual giantin this world today.

Consciousness Is Life- Exposing truths that have
beenhidden frommankind as a control factor.

Your Right to Choose- Itis yourrightto choose
your destiny. Why notsuntoday?

Bookstoresask forwholesale rate.

SOS Publishing, PO Box 68290
Oak Grove, OR 97268

FATE

edge on the cheap.” But it is cer-
tainly true in this current case.

Up to last December’'s break-
through the experts in the field of
superconductors believed that cer-
tain metals could lose all resistance
to conducting electrical current but
only ifthey were cooled almost to
absolute zero. Their research there-
fore was mostly confined to improv-
ing the refrigeration system, not to
experimenting with materials that
might improve superconductivity.
The former theory that explained
superconductivity won a Nobel
prize for its authors and indicated
strongly, according to Jon Van,
that the phenomenon could not
occur at warm temperatures. “Yet
the new materials defy this conten-
tion,” Van writes, “and most re-
searchers think the new supercon-
ductivity operates outside existing
theory.”

He says, “Clearly there are
bruised egos over a new kid on the
block virtually wiping away decades
of solid accomplishment, at least in
the public perception. . . . ‘What
we're doing now is more like al-
chemy than science,” one physicist
groused.”

The breakthrough has made ob-
solete the plodding, orderly work of
decades. Scores of scientists and
engineers have devoted their pro-
fessional lives to the field and now
they feel bereft. VVan reports that M.
Brian Maple, a physicist at the
University of California, couldn’t
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The “success secrets of Gene-
sis” are described in 3 parts.
This book relates countless sto-
ries of people who have used
these simple, yet spiritual, suc-
cess methods with satisfying
results.

UNITY WORLDWIDE
POST OFFICE BOX 1709
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| Please send me_ copies of THE PROSPERITY
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believe that the new materials per-
formed as claimed when he first
heard of them. But he had only to
perform a simple test to convince
himself they were right.

All the complainers have had to
shift their emphasis to the new
ceramic superconducting materi-
als. But, says Van, “They are
bothered by the notion that if
somebody comes along in a month
or two and announces he or she's
found yet another material that
superconducts at minus 40 degrees
Fahrenheit or plus 50 or whatever,
then all the work they are doing
now with the minus 285 stuff could
become useless.” Quite clearly
science is no longer standing on
solid ground.

FATE

WORRY, WORRY

N AFRICA they worry that the

desert locusts will cause starva-
tion and in this country we worry
more urgently now about the ad-
vance of the African killer bees.
Both worries are very real.

First, because they're closer al-
though they do not pose so crucial a
threat, let's consider the African
Kkiller bees. They are now in Mexico
and as they approach the United
States the agricultural specialists
worry increases. It is not only that
the bees are deadly; at least 350
persons in Central and South Amer-
ica have died from their stings,
according to Jim Tew of Ohio State
University's Agricultural Institute.
It is that they are certain to affect

Special to FATE readers: $2.00 includes postage

Also receive FREE of charge

introductory

copies of a beautiful metaphysical magazine.



| SEE BY THE PAPERS

crops throughout those areas where
they are able to survive. One ques-
tion, of course, is whether they will
be able to survive northern winters.

The African bees arrived in
Venezuela in 1975 and commercial
honey production dropped from
535 metric tons the following year
to 78 metric tons in 1981. In the
United States bees are far more
important economically than the
value of the honey they produce.
Crops affected by bee pollination
are valued at $20 billion annually.
Commercial beekeepers here trans-
port enormous quantities of hives
annually, beginning the south
and moving north as the growing
season extends. The approach of
the killer bees may force the United
States to outlaw bee transportation
and the keeping of hives.

The bees are so dangerous be-
cause they defend an area up to 300
yards around their nests while the
Europeanized bees of this country
chase intruders only a few yards. In
ad n, the Africanized bees emit
a special substance which causes
other bees to swarm avictim. In the
summer of 1986 a University of
Miami biology student was killed
by a swarm of African bees in Costa
Rica. Fellow students on the trip
reported seeing athick cloud around
their classmate when he was at-
tacked. A coroner in Costa Rica
counted an average of46 bee stings
per square inch on the victim's
body.

NOTICE

THE MARTINIST ORDER is an
Order of Mystic Chivalry. Itwas origi-
nally organized in France. In 1888 Dr.
Gerard Encausse (Papus), Grand-
master, established the French mag-
azine L'INITIATION as the Order’s
official organ and it continues so to
this day.

With the expansion of Martinist
Works in English-speaking countries,
it became necessary to have an En-
glish language voice and for this rea-
son the International College of Mar-
tinists was founded.

Ifyou are sincerely seeking genuine
esoteric instruction and wish to affil-
iate with an authentic school, we in-
vite you to write for information on
our curriculum.

International College of Martinists
‘Worthing W31, Barbados, West Indies

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF MARTINISTS
(A non-profit fraternal school)
WORTHING W3l — BARBADOS
WEST INDIES
Kindly send details aboutyour curriculum.



ASTROLOGICAL CALENDAR
THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND.
pianetaKv galcntlait

in our 39th year.

about astrology to read the PLANE-
TARY CALENDAR. You can select
the best days at a glance, months
ahead, to start business, romance,
travel, construction, repair, buy,
sell, etc.

Starting on the right day is win-
ning half the battle. Send $5.00
postpaid for each calendar, Canada
$6.50 postpaid.

PLANETARY CALENDAR

Box DEPT. F
ALVADORE, OREGON 97409

FATE

ast Africanosoonerhad a
E respite from the fearsome

drought that killed thousands than

itfaced a new plague. Huge swarms
of locusts have already invaded
northern Ethiopia as this is written
and cast such athick blanket on the
runway of Asmara Airport in
Eritrea that air traffic was brought
nearly to a standstill.

So dangerous is the outbreak that
the Desert Locust Control Organi-
zation for East Africa has been
obliged to abandon spray opera-
tions against the ravenous quelea
quelea birds in Kenya and Tanzania
and switch its planes and dwindling
resources to Ethiopia.

There is a great dilemma here.
Swarms are reported in Saudi
Arabia (having crossed the Red
Sea) and in northern Nigeria, Niger,
Burkina Faso, Mali, Cameroon,
Chad and Guinea-Bissau. The prob-
lem is that the only pesticide that
effectively controls the locusts is
dieldrin which has been banned in
most of the world because of its
persistence in the environment.

00

THE DISAPPEARING OZONE
IME TO REPORT one more
disaster. There is strong evi-

dence that total ozone in the strato-

sphere has fallen about four percent
in the past seven years, or about
one-half of one percent per year.
There are problems with ozone-
measuring instruments which are



You can look and feel
years younger..

Onyour nextbirthday, will you be one yearolder; orten
years younger? Listen to Barbara Crockett of Las Vegas, NV:

‘After just 5 weeks, lines, crows-feet, and age

spots are disappearing.
say | look 10 to 15 years

Friends are amazed. They
younger."- Barbara Crockett

.FAST!

work. A couple of weeks ater starting
them, my ulcers healed almost com-
pletely."- Harriette B, Phoenix. AZ
= "My digestion has improved, and
my head feels clearer... Ancient
Secret of the Fountain of Youth isa
fascinating book "
A

Now, youcan find out

gyou need

n

It tells the fascinating story of a
retired British Army colonel and his
expedition into the remote Tibetan
Himalayas.

Anti-aging secret.

There in a hidden-monastelylhe
discovers aging lamaswhofive, took,
and act like robust, healthy young

‘The book goes on to fully reveal
their antiaging,seccet:five ancient
\wHich normalize Invisi-

ble energy vortexes in the body.
After givingthe rites a try, readers

Youth
greater stamina. | canworkmore and
recover from tiredness much better
and faster." RuthO., Alpine, TX

m | must tell you that | have never

experienced such awonderful sense
of we[l-being. joy and harmony,

strength i Yhmina. 1t is reall
SR DecaUSebnageeat ol
motherof 741"-jytteF, Oslo, Norway

Amazing energy.
m "After the third week, | began 1l
feel the mostamazing and incredible

icreaseirieneigyant vitdity. ttwas

amazing success.
Read their comments. Then, ask
yourself if the five rites may be just
‘what you've been looking for
Fast results.

nd astounding!”

- e A\ Fayetieville. AR

"My memory was getting so bad
that1wasashamed. Now, after using
the ‘ites' daily for 2 monts, | seem
to be getting clarity of ming any

. phia. PA
Backache relief.

= “I've had a backache for 37 years,
and after thefirstday of doingthefive
rites it was gone entirely."

- Kathy L.. Los Gatos, CA

m “Thank you for publishing this
wonderful book. Once 1 started to
read it, Icouldn'tputitdown... P.S.
I'm 77 and have been looking for a
book like this all my life!"

- EvelynS-, Allentown. PA

That's what others are saying.
Now, how about you?

You can get your own copy of
AncientSecnt of theFountain of Youth
- aniillustrated, newly revised soft-
bound edition.

Guaranteed.

The book comes with a money-back

guarantee, sodon'tdelay. Act now to

m "I feltthe difference after thefirst much‘much  enet8Y MYfnends benefls a
day!Now mmmyﬂhweek;f‘mdgp . notice the change too. L am truly Orderyour copy today, and

ing marg; i g ‘youthing' turnyourlife
everyday. — DoloresH, Chélg WA instead of aging around!

mnK D KL k.
shapehasimproved much hisuch

ashorttime, butithas... Also, Lhave

BTKUWAWTITTTr? | HARB

O No-Risk GUARANTEE
C3 Thefiverites mustimprove
your lfe cramalically, or
eturn the book for a 100%
efund - no time limit, no
questions asked.

- Adeline N.. Yakima. WA
m "I have proof that the five rites
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by no means perfect but there is a
consistency about the measurements
from various instruments at differ-
ent places around the globe and it
has many scientists extremely wor-
ried. Every trend is heading down.

There are two main reasons for
concern. One is that experts are not
sure of the cause. Donald Heath of
the Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Md., says, “Everything
appears as if we're dealing with a
photochemical loss process. I'm not
saying it's the chlorofluorocarbon
chemistry; it could be something
else. 1 think there's a fairly con-
sistent picture emerging. Unfortun-
ately we can’t explain it.”

The other reason for concern is
the extreme danger all this poses for
much of life on earth. A continu-
ation of the ozone loss could be
deadly for many living things.
Wearing a large hat won't protect
you against the killing ultraviolet
rays, environmental scientists say.

00
NEW SLANT ON DREAMS

HAT DO YOU dream about
most frequently? Leonard

Hollie of the Knight-Ridder news-

papers interviewed Andrew Pickens,
a Wichita, Kans., psychiatrist, last
spring and reported Pickens’ con-
clusions about the meanings of most
dreams.

One such dream is of being naked
or scantily clad, says Pickens. This
may have one oftwo meanings: One



A GREAT GIFT IDEA

A subscription to FATE makes a great gift for yourfriends and relatives. Forjust
$11.95, you can send them a full (12-issue) one year subscription. Each issue
will explore new cosmic secrets and they’ll think of you as each issue arrives.
Justfill in the form below and drop it in the mail. We’'ll sign and send a card
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is a wish to exhibit one's self and to
receive a “positive response from
others.” The other could be a wish
to return to the cradle when you
were accepted as a naked infant.

Another common dream is the
examination scenario. You are
scheduled to take an examination
but can4 find where it is to be held
or haven't studied for it. You
become extremely anxious about it.
Basically, says Pickens, this is an
attempt to deal with anxiety by
psychological conflict or stress.

You dream of the death of a loved
one, living or dead. If the person is
alive, you have mixed feelings about
him or her and really wish the
person dead but do not admit it to
yourself because of guilt feelings. If
the person in the dream is already
dead, Pickens says it may represent
the beginning of the mourning
process which is quite a different
thing from dreaming ofthe death of
a living person.

When you dream about missing a
train, bus, plane or other vehicle,
you are really trying to calm your
anxiety about death, which is
viewed symbolically as a trip. It
may also be a way of dealing with
the anxiety ofgoing to sleep and the
fear of not waking up. Children
especially often have such dreams.
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LUCKY $15,000
ATHAN STEIN had always
wanted to be a medical doctor




| SEE BY THE PAPERS

and at the time of his death he had
transferred his hopes to his grand-
son Kevin Ladin. Nathan's daughter
Sandy and son-in-law Sherman
Ladin encouraged Kevin to carry
out his grandfather's wishes but
they knew it was going to be
financially tough sledding.

Both Sherman and Sandy are
realtors and one day in 1983 Sher-
man noticed an ad in the neighbor-
hood newspaper placed by an owner
who was trying to sell his own
house.

“Normally 1 don't call people
who advertise on their own,” Sher-
man told Lee Linder of the Associ-
ated Press, “but in this case | had an
uncontrollable urge. However, the
people weren’t very receptive.
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Finally they agreed to talk to me if
they failed to make a sale over the
weekend.”

Ladin made an appointment fora
Tuesday but Sandy pointed out
they had a conflict and he switched
the appointment to 3:00 P.M.
Monday. Then the homeowners
moved the appointment up to 11
A.M. because the afternoon ap-
pointment was “too late.”

When La drove up to the
house he realized it had been his
father-in-law Nathan Stein’s home
before his death 14 years ago. “It
was a strange feeling,” Ladin re-
called. “Inside | was telling the
house owners Sidney and Dina
Toporov about the coincidence
when the doorbell rang.

present st conception? (page 34)

there a *hollow earth ** (page 323)
What happens after death’ (page 240)
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“It was the postman with a certi-
fied letter for Nathan Stein and |
heard Toporov say nobody by that
name lived there. | jumped up from
my chair and told him the letter was
for my father-in-law who was dead.
1 signed for the letter which was
from a bank. It said that if the
account wasn't claimed it would be
forfeited to the state.”

The account held $15,000.

Sandy Ladin told Linder that
neither she nor her mother had ever
known about the bank account. She
said, “I am sure my father wanted
my husband to be in our old house
at that exact time and he made sure
the postman would come then bring-
ing the registered letter.

“It had to be that way. Can you
think of any other reason for that
happening?”

00

LEGALITY OF HYPNOSIS
NE OF THE paradoxes of our
complex world was dramatized

by the recent Supreme Court de-

cision that states may not bar
criminal testimony based upon
recollections induced by hypnosis.
A dozen states have excluded all
such testimony on the grounds that
it is unreliable. But now the U.S.
Supreme Court has made a legal
ruling on what is essentially a
psychological problem. The court is
very tentative about it and recog-
nizes the pitfalls but it is a legal
ruling nonetheless.
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The court’s decision struck down
an Arkansas law that barred all
hypnotically-induced testimony.
Yet the decision was a close five to
four and in his dissent Chief Justice
William Rehnquist said there is no
consensus on the reliability of such
testimony and that it is premature
for the court to impose such arule.

Justice Harry Blackmun who
wrote the majority opinion said,
“We are not now prepared to
endorse without qualifications the
use of hypnosis as an investigative
tool. Scientific understanding of the
phenomenon and of the means to
control the effects of hypnosis is still
in its infancy.”

The courtdid not, however, open
the gates to hypnotic induction
completely. Justice Blackmun said
the states do have a right to set
guidelines for such testimony—such
as interrogations by trained persons
in a neutral setting with tape or
video recordings before, during and
after the hypnosis to ascertain
whether leading questions were
asked.
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BATTLE OF THE MAP '

N 1974 AN ancient map of North

America, purportedly charted by

the Vikings, was branded a fraud.
The map was called the Vinland
Map and had been presented to
Yale University by an anonymous
donor. Thomas E. Marston, curator
of Medieval and Renaissance Liter-
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ature at Yale, and two colleagues
from the British Museum had
judged the map to be genuine.

But in 1974 Dr. Walter C.
McCrone, a Chicago microscopist
and consultant, was retained by the
Yale library to examine the Vinland
Map. McCrone lifted 29 micro-
scopic particles of velum and ink
from the map and analyzed them.
He concluded that all of the ink
particles consisted mostly of tita-
nium dioxide, a white pigment in-
vented in 1917, and said that the
Vinland Map was unquestionably a
fake.

But now scientists at the Univer-
sity of California at Davis say the
map may be genuine after all.
Thomas A. Cahill, director of the
Crocker Nuclear Laboratory at
Davis, and his colleagues used a
cyclotron to fire protons through
the map and they conclude that the
ink contains only trace amounts of
titanium and that these amounts are
consistent with genuine medieval
documents. They call for a reevalu-
ation of the map.

Their opinion has enraged
McCrone who told Malcolm W.
Browne of the New York Times,
“I'm at a loss to explain the thou-
sandfold difference between Cahill's
results and ours. | would like to
think that the difference results
from an honest error on his part.”

Cahill is equally certain that
McCrone is wrong. “Obviously we
don’tclaim that the Vinland Map is
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authentic,” he said. “All we can say
is that McCrone's challenge to its
authenticity, based onthe finding of
titanium in the ink, is completely
mistaken.... McCrone attempted
to extrapolate from too small and
too unrepresentative a sample.”

At the time Yale was given the
map, Italian-American partisans
allowed their patriotism to over-
flow, charging that publication of
the Vinland Map by Yale was an
attempt to discredit the achieve-
ments of Columbus. Malcolm
Browne writes, “The Vinland Map
is no longer pivotal to the debate
oyer Columbus since archaeological
discoveries, mostly in northern
Canada, have convinced most
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America hundreds of years earlier
than Columbus’flotilla. But reputa-
tions and scholarly integrity remain
at stake.”

00
SASHA K.
E NEVER thought reading
the Soviet national daily

newspaper lzvestia would be akin

to perusing our own tabloid Weekly
World News but a recent dispatch
from Moscow is written as if the
Russians never had heard of a
poltergeist before encountering
Sasha K.

Sasha K. is the identity given to
protectayoung boy from Yenakievo
in the Ukraine. The poltergeist
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definitely five-star material.
Izvestia's comments associated with
Sasha’s poltergeist activity also
demonstrate five-star ignorance.

It all began, says lzvestia, when
fires broke out in Sasha's presence,
objects flitted hither and yon, light
bulbs exploded and on one mo-
mentous occasion a refrigerator
turned upside down. In addition to
proving to Americans that the
Soviets have refrigerators, the re-
port shows how powerful Sasha’s
poltergeist is.

William Tuohy, reporting on the
events in the Los Angeles Times,
wrote, “Neighbors panicked. The
boy’s father had a nervous break-
down and was hospitalized. The
police were called.” The word “pol-
tergeist” was mentioned and defined

s “a ghost that is supposed to be
responsible for noisy disturbances. ”

When the fire broke out in the
boy’s home he was taken to Mos-
cow. There a complete physical
examination revealed nothing, not
even a match. A stethoscope which
was used to examine the boy did not
catch fire although one witness said
a shoe flew off his foot and out the
window when Sasha walked into
the room.

A Dr. Adriankin theorized that
Sasha projects some kind of mys-
terious energy that can hypnotize
people so they don't remember
exactly what happened in his pres-
ence. Adriankin also had another
idea. Sasha, he proposed, may be
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able to project a kind of electrical
energy that ignites gases in the air,
causing fires. He suggested that this
might be a result of increasing air
pollution and if so, many such cases
would come to light. He did not
explain why this would cause an
observer to lose a shoe.

Finally Dr. Adriankin looked at
the evidence cold turkey and con-
cluded, “It is clearly a case of a
poltergeist.”

He also concluded, “Further
investigation is necessary.”

From which we conclude, we are
back to Square One.
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RELIGIOUS APPARITIONS
HERE ARE many explanations
for religious apparitions and

visitations of the Virgin Mary. One

of them is that people create their
own reality and the visions are due
to their need to experience and
believe in them.

Near Wilkes-Barre, Pa., early in
June crowds gathered to pray beside
an image that looked like an outline
of the Virgin on the wall of an
empty house. People gathered along
Breslau Street in Hanover Town-
ship to kneel beside the figure which
seemed to skeptics no more than a
human shape under an arc light.

Dolores Sincavage said, “I think
it'sthe Mother. | think she wants all
the people to see her and pray.”

As the crowd grew someone mis-
took the gathering for a brawl and
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called police. One officer tried to
convince the group that the image
was only a reflection and demon-
strated that it was being reflected
off awindow by putting his hand in
front of the beam. But many con-
tinued to pray.
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IN YUGOSLAVIA
N A DIFFERENT level, the
Yugoslavian Catholic bishop'’s

conference has been requested by

the Vatican to study reported
Marian apparitions at Medjugorje,
a village in western Yugoslavia
where apparitions have been re-
ported since 1981. This is the second
commission appointed to study the
events.

The visions appeared to six young
people in a field outside the village
and later moved to asmall chapel in
St. James church inside the town.
Supporters say that the young peo-
ple see, hear and touch Mary during
regular visions in the chapel. Some
say that they have been given secret
“messages” foretelling world events.

These claims are extremely con-
troversial among Yugoslav Catho-
lics. Bishop Pavao Zanic, head of
the diocese which includes the vil-
lage, has questioned them publicly.
The first investigatory commission
said it found “disciplinary and theo-
logical difficulties” in the events.
Yet Medjugorje continues to be
popular with pilgrims despite a
statement from Bishop Zanic and
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Cardinal Franjo Kuharic that, until
the church makes ajudgment on the
apparitions' authenticity, church
organizations should not sponsor
official pilgrimages there.
or e
uben g. mendoza is ex-
ploring the meaning of this

University of Arizona where he is a
candidate for a doctoral degree in
anthropology. Mendoza has been
studying the apparition of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in La Loma
barrio in Bakersfield Calif., which
first appeared on Christmas Eve
1984. Mendoza, commenting on the
intense beliefs that there isa miracle
here, describes the initial negative
reaction of police and the ambiv-

“Sirle to everyone around you

d of event in his thesis for thortrayed in the Ba:
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alence of the church hierarchy. The
same behavioral patterns seem to
have occurred at Medjugorje.

The La Loma miracles were de-
scribed in Fate at the time they first
took place and Mendoza’s thesis
points out how the specific appari-
tion of Our Lady of Guadalupe, as
lica of Guada-
lupe in Mexico City, has become a
“cult” among Hispanics. He calls it
a “cult” because of the intensity of
the Hispanics’ reverence for Our
Lady of Guadalupe and “the irrev-
erently noncommittal views of the
various church leaders in their
attempts to downplay the signifi-
cance attributed to it.”

The crowds that gathered to view
the figure on the wall outside the

Then, everyone around you mil smile back at you
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Jefferson Street home of Alvaro
and Petra Zamora alarmed Kern
County sheriffs deputies who ar-
rived on January 2, 1985, with
police dogs and nightsticks to dis-
perse the hushed congregation. The
Zamoras were threatened with ar-
rest, reports Mendoza, if they did
not turn away the prayerful.

Although the officers later apol-
ogized, Mendoza said it was too
late. ““For barrio residents, the
action of the deputies was consid-
ered symptomatic of law enforce-
ment’s attitudes and approaches to
dealing with Chicanos in Kern
County.”

Jim Mayer, staff writer for the
Bakersfield Californian, reported
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on Mendoza's talk to the Southwest
Anthropological Association late in
March. He wrote, “What is impor-
tant is that something happened on
Jefferson Street. Whileas an anthro-
pologist he cannot document the
authenticity of the apparition, he
can show how the event unified the
community and strengthened reli-
gious faith.”

Mendoza said at the meeting that
“despite the passage of over 216
years since the appal n occurred,
the faithful continue to leave offer-
ings, make prayers and celebrate
the cult of Guadalupe at the house
on Jefferson Street. The impact of
the apparition will not likely be
forgotten in the very near future.”

MAGICAL CRYSTALS

Advanced theorists suggest that the entire universe may be embedded
in acrystal-like matrix and that this explains many occult mysteries. When
one part of the matrix is affected all other parts are instantly affected
because all are linked together.

If this theory is correct, these gorgeous lead crystal creations have a
special resonance with the Crystalline Universe. This may explain why
they work so well in dowsing and divining, for example. The research
is still too new to know for sure—but the shining symmetrical beauty
of these crystals offers exciting opportunities for their users.

THE PYRAMID: Stunningly beautiful desk ornament and paper-
weight, this crystal pryamid is said to gather in and focus power
onto objects placed beneath it. Heavy 32% lead crystal stands
60MM high (almost 2V4”), weighs nearly one-half pound. Only

$30.95 each, plus post.-handl.:

$2.00 USA; $4.00 Foreign.

THE DOWSING PENDULUM: Shining and sparkling like enormous
diamonds, these jewel-like ornaments are worn by many women
as attention-getting pendants. Their mysterious dowsing powers
may be due to their greater resonance with the universe. Heavy
32% lead crystal pendulums 50MM long (almost 2"). Only $6.45

each, plus post.-handl.:

$1.00 USA; $1.50 Foreign.

Send check or M.0. with your printed name and address to:
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.0. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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The prehistoric Carcharodon megalodon was — and may be still — an over-
sized version of the great white shark. Experts estimate length at about50 feet.

DO GIANT PREHISTORIC
SHARKS SURVIVE?

Scientists study tantalizing clues that suggest
the most dangerous sea creature of them all is still alive....

By
N 1927 or 1928, off Rangiroa in
the South Pacific, Zane Grey, the

ing angler, was accustomed to hand-
ling fish of record-breaking sizes.

celebrated author of Western ro- Sotoo were the New Zealand fisher-

mances, encountered a huge shark
“yellow and green in color” with a
“square head, immense pectoral fins
and a few white spots.” It was, he
said, “considerably longer than my
boat—conservatively between 35
and 40 feet.”

Grey, a passionate, world-travel-

men who were with him at the time
and who excitedly confirmed that
his 40-foot estimate was about right.
But neither Grey nor his compan-
ions, for all their experience with
the biggest fish the tropical oceans
had to offer, could identify the
incredible creature they had seen



for those few tantalizing seconds.

“The eyes sometimes deceive
one,” he acknowledged afterwards,
“and excitement is no help to accu-
rate observations. But there could
be no doubt that we had seen an
outstandingly and almost incredibly
huge shark.”

But of what kind? Initially the
sheer bulk of the thing reminded
him of the spectacular white shark
Rhincodon typus, the world's larg-
est fish and object of one of his
earlier (and less successful) exploits.
But only the size of this new shark
was the same; otherwise it was in no
way similar. Grey reflected, “I

figured out that the fish... was not
a harmless whale-shark but one of
the the man-eating monsters of the
South Pacific. Then 1 was more
frightened than | remember for a
long time.”

In 1933 Grey and his son Loren
were returning from afishing trip to
Tahiti on board the 5.5. Manganui.
When they were about 100 miles
northwest of Rangiroa, where the
elder Grey had met the huge shark’,
Loren joined others on deck for a
last look at the island as the ship
passed between the Tuamotu atolls
before settling into the long run for
San Francisco. It was about 5:00

Fossil tooth at right is from Carcharodon megalodon, the one at left from a
prehistoric shark roughly the size of a modern great white shark.
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P.M. Loren noticed a small flock of
wheeling birds and, close by, a
yellow patch of water.

“Atfirst | thought itwas awhale,”
Loren would later remark, “but
when the great brown tail rose in the
ship’s wake as the fish moved pon-
derously away from the liner, |
knew immediately that it was a
monstrous shark. The huge round
head appeared to be at least 10 to 12
feet across if not more.... Itwasmy
beliefthat this huge, yellowish, bar-
nacled creature must have been at
least 40 or 50 feet long. He was nota
whale shark: the whale shark has a
distinctive white purplish green
appearance with large brown spots
and much narrower head. So what
was he—perhaps a true prehistoric
monster of the deep?

“What we had seen was some-
thing [that] no ichthyologist had
ever dreamed existed. The largest
known specimen of this type of
shark, generally known as a sand
shark or black-tipped shark, had
hardly been known to exceed a
length of about 15 feet.”

In fact, names such as “sand
shark™ or “black-tipped shark”
mean different things in different
parts of the world, but nowhere do
they apply to species in the 15-foot
range; this figure is double what
authorities allow for the black-
tipped shark Carcharinus limbatus
and also exceeds the maximum
record of 12 feet three inches for the
sand shark C. taurus. Needless to
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say, neither gets anywhere near the
dimensions of the Greys' fish.
So what did they see?
P
HARKS are often said to be
“primitive” fish which have not

changed over millions of years. This

is only partially true. While they
re\a n what some like to think of as
ive” characteristics—the car-
tilaginous skeleton, for example—
comparison with the fossil record
suggests that most modern sharks
have diverged drastically from their
archaic ancestors. Still, some do not
appear significantly different from
prehistoric forms within that fossil
record. And several “living fossils”
have literally surfaced only in the
past 100 years or less.

Toward the end ofthe last century
Japan's Sagami Sea yielded two
large and decidedly unusual sharks
new to ichthyologists. One was the
frilled shark Chlamydoselache art-
guineus whose six-foot-long, eel-
like body and reptilian head struck
its describer Samuel Garman in
1884 as being “very likely to unsettle
disbelief in the sea serpent.” (That
suggestion has been followed up by
cryptozoologist Bernard Heuvel-
mans and others who conjecture
that some though not all reports of
the sea serpent may refer to a giant
form of Chlamydoselache.) The
frilled shark is related to a shark
known only from a few surviving
350-million-year-old teeth.

Only 14 years afterwards natural-
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ists marveled over the still stranger
goblin or elfin shark, the bizarre
rodlike extension ofwhose head has
been compared with a mason's
trowel, a paper knife or an old-
fashioned sailing ship's bowsprit.
Again the only previous clues to the
existence of a shark that can reach
lengths of 14 feet were some awl-
like fossil teeth, this time found in
Lower Cretaceous beds around the
world.

In short, two large sharks known
only from ambiguous fossils (and
presumed extinct for millions of
years) had turned up, belatedly and
unexpectedly, in the deep ocean:
survivals as significant in their own
way as the more famous coelacanth,
the equally ancient armored fish
found alive and well off South
Africa in 1938. It did not require an
overheated imagination or undue
optimism for ichthyologists to ex-
pect that other prehistoric sharks—
perhaps larger, perhaps even more
grotesque—might be loitering in
the obscure depths of the sea.

Ichthyologists got a strong re-
minder of that possibility when, on
November 15, 1976, a U.S. Navy
research vessel stationed off Kahuku
Point, Haw: experienced unac-
customed difficulty in raising one of
the parachutes that served as its sea
anchor. It turned out that the chute
had half-disappeared into the enor-
mous jaws of a 14'/2-foot, 1653-
pound and now-deceased shark of
unknown species, genus and family.

That was zoology’s introduction
to Megachasmapelagios, the “mega-
mouth” shark. The nickname comes
from its scooplike jaws in which it
engulfs plankton while cruising
through the tropical waters off
Hawaii. Even before a second speci-
men had been taken (again by acci-
dent) eight years afterward off
Santa Catalina, Calif., Dr. Leighton
Taylor of the Waikiki Aquarium
had summed up what megamouth's
discovery meant: “It reaffirms sci-
ence’s suspicion that there are still
all kinds of things—very large
things—Iiving in our oceans that we
still don't know about. And that's
very exciting.”

And perhaps a little alarming
too. Prehistory boasted a number
of sharks so large that the possi-
bility of their survival is hardly a
comforting prospect. During its
oceanographic expedition of 1873-
76 the Challenger dredged from the
red clay 2385 fathoms beneath the
South Pacific acouple of huge teeth
belonging to the extinct giant Car-
charodon megalodon. The thought
that this relative of our modern
Charcharodon carcharias—better
known as the great white shark,
“whitedeath”orsimply “man-eater”—
may hang on in some saltwater
haven isn't calculated to soothe
those of nervous disposition. Yet
the possibility has been considered
more than once.

Because of the cartilaginous na-
ture of selachians (sharks and rays),
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physical evidence of C. megalodon
is confined to a number of huge
teeth in Tertiary deposits from as
far afield as the Americas, Britain,
Europe, the East and West Indies
and New Zealand. This isenough to
show that, apart from being one of
the largest fish of all time (and
maybe even the largest), C. mega-
lodon was also a widely distributed
one.

The sheer size of these relics is
unsettling. Even the four-inch-tall
specimen with its nch base
recovered by the fishing boat Ex-
ploreron the Georges Bank, Maine,
in September 1964 seems modest
beside others from Lake Bonney,
South Australia, and Sharktooth
Hill near Bakersfield, Calif., mea-
suring five and six inches in height
respectively. Except for their larger
size, these teeth are similar to the
serrated, triangular teeth of our
present-day great white shark.

We all know, of course, that the
great white is a very big fish which
can inflict terrible damage on man,
beast and even boat. When one sees
how its fearsome dental hardware
pales into insignificance beside that
of its prehistoric relative, it doesn't
take a genius to realize that C.
megalodon must have been amuch,
much larger and even more terri-
fying beast, one to which the great
white shark of Jaws would have
been a stripling and perhaps a be-
tween-meals snack.

FATE

E LIKE our monsters vast,
menacing and extinct. Yet it

is fun to tease ourselves with the

notion that perhaps not all ofthem
are extinct—and because you can-
not prove that something does not
exist, the monsters hover at the
outer limits of possibility. So C.
megalodon stands as a sort of
marine equivalent of Tyrannosaurus
rex, chief among perhistoric super-
predators and the ultimate shark
fantasy. Its bloodcurdling image is
part of the spell cast over our minds
by those tremendous fossil teeth.
And why not? Even the most cau-
tious scientists have not been wholly
immune to their ancient magic.

From the moment that paleon-
tologists became aware of the great
prehistoric shark last century, the
first and foremost question was
how big the beast had been. When
all other evidence is lacking (as it is
here), a shark’s size must be gauged
from its teeth. It ought to be
possible to calculate the unknown
length of C. megalodon by estab-
lishing the ratio between the size of
teeth in the modern great white and
the known measurements of its
body length. Theoretically the same
ratio ought to apply in the case of its
extinct relative. That sounds simple
enough. Unfortunately, there are
some problems.

The American Museum of Nat-
ural History's Frederick A. Lucas
spoke of using a “rule of three™: ifa
30-foot great white shark has 1!4-
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inch teeth, the equation shows that
C. megalodon teeth ofthree, four or
five inches came from fish at least 75
and perhaps as long as 120 feet. In
1931 ichthyologist J. R. Norman
postulated that a six-inch tooth
meant a shark about 90 feet in
length but six years later calculated
that a five-inch tooth “must have
belonged to a shark nearly 100 feet
long.”

This blend of statistics, inference
and guesswork affected the outcome
of the best-known C. megalodon
reconstruction in the early 1900's.
Guided by four-inch teeth and
comparative data from modern
great white sharks, the American
Museum of Natural History pre-
pared a splendid plaster set of the
extinct monster’s jaws which mea-
sured nine feet in width by six in
height. Their living owner, the mu-
seum’s specialists believed, would
have been about 80 feet long—a
slightly more conservative estimate
than some but still enough to clear
beaches anywhere in the world.

The influence ofthis authoritative
reconstruction has been immense.
It seemed to sanction practically
any outlandish statement about C.
megalodon's size. If it was 80 feet
long, why shouldn't it have been 90,
100, 120, 200? Writers have vied
with one another to create the most
spectacular portrait of the marine
menace, depicting itas being able to
swallow a truck and, in a recent
novel, a Russian nuclear submarine.

The only sour note is that ichthyol-
ogists are no longer content to be-
lieve in these 100-foot-plus engines
of super-destruction. It turns out
that the American Museum experts
got their sums wrong and the jaws
they reconstructed are at least one-
third too big.

One of the factors that have mis-
led people into believing C. mega-
lodon was much larger than life is
the tendency to see its modern rela-
tion, C. carcharias, in exactly the
same distorted way. The great white
shark is undeniably a big fish but
not quite so big as we have been led
to believe. During the peak of Jaws-
mania, when newspapers could not
get enough of sharky items, the
record figure of 36!4 feet was cited
freely—often with the hint that
there might be even bigger great
whites which so far have eluded
hooks and harpoons. Indeed there
may. But so far most experts are
skeptical of reports of great white
sharks over 21 feet long. Reports of
those more than 25 feet long are not
even considered.

A review of Gerald Wood’s sec-
tion on great whites in his Guinness
Book of Animal Facts and Feats
(1982) shows a contrast between
properly-taken, verified measure-
ments and the guesstimates arrived
at by the eye without benefit of tape
measure. Sometimes the observer
will deduce the shark’s length in the
water by visually comparing it with
the boat he or she occupies, as was
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the case for the supposedly 31-foot
shark seen several times by Cali-
fornia fishermen in 1977. Then
there are the hearsay reports like the
one concerning a 43-foot great
white allegedly grounded at False
Bay, Cape Province, South Africa,
sometime before 1958—an account
based solely on secondhand testi-
mony—or the 1880 32-foot Santa
Monica, Calif., specimen which
proved to be a hoaxer's version of
the true 14-foot length.

As | have said, it is possible that
larger-than-normal great white
sharks are out there. But so far we
have no firm evidence for that. The
sorry fact is that even cases that
seem to have been well corrobo-
rated frequently fail to withstand
critical reassessment. The jaws of
the record-holding 36!6-foot
shark from Port Fairy, Australia,
still exist in London’s South Ken-
sington Natural History Museum
but recent examination makes it
seem likely that they came from a
fish less than half the reported size.
One theory is that the “3616™ feet
was in reality a printer’s error for

The largest great whites of this
century include two from New
Brunswick: a 26-foot, seven-inch
specimen was said to have been
trapped in a herring weir at Har-
bour de Loutre, Campobello Island,
in November 1932 and a second-
even bigger at a massive 37 feet—
supposedly came to grief the same

FATE

way at White Head near Grand
Manan in Jung 1930.

Incredible as it may seem, the
latter appears to have some factual
basis, even though Dr. Vadim
VIdykov accepted purely second-
hand information concerning it
when he coauthored a paper on
“The Marine Fishes of Nova Scotia”
in which it is mentioned. In 1980
Dr. W. B. Scott of the Huntsman
Marine Laboratory obtained a
tooth from this shark courtesy of
someone present at the capture. But
its companion from Campobello
fared less favorably at the hands of
Richard Ellis who wrote to the
Newsletter of the International
Society of Cryptozoology to say “it
cannot be authenticated (I have
tried to track it down) because the
only person who is alive to discuss
this event has forgotten almost
everything about it.”

Ellis was just as severe with an
alleged 29!6-foot great white har-
pooned in San Miguel harbor inthe
Azores in May 1978 and photo-
graphed (although in a way that
gave little idea of its true size) by the
big-game fishing-guide and writer
Trevor Housby.

Ellis went to the Azoresexpressly
to check on this monster. He found
no mention of it in the daily press in
the years between 1974 and 1982
and his offers of a reward for a
tooth from the fish met no claim-
ants; nor were whalers, fishermen,
journalists or other authorities able
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to help. Ultimately he concluded
that if the shark had existed at all,
he was unable to find any evidence
ofit.

Inaccurate figures based on in-
flated versions of the great white
have inevitably added scores of feet
to reconstructions of its prehistoric
cousin. Logically, ifwe need to scale
down our C. carcharias, we must do
the same for estimates that have
used it to calculate the size of C.
megalodon. So far as the American
Museum of Natural History’s super-
jaws is concerned, this has been
done already. Research shows that
museum personnel mistakenly as-
sumed that the jaws reflected a size
commensurate with that of the
four-inch teeth they were working
from—teeth from the front-center
of the jaw. They failed to realize
that not all the shark’s teeth would
have measured up to that stupen-
dous size and that (as can be seen in
today’s great white) they would
have decreased in size toward the
corners of its mouth.

The result, as Shelton P. Apple-
gate remarked, was similar to what
would happen if a paleontologist
rebuilt a saber-toothed tiger’s skull
to accommodate teeth all the size of
its two mighty canines: a fearsome
monster but far huger than the one
that existed in real life. Extrapo-
lating from two C. megalodon teeth,
John E. Randall arrived at a more
conservative length of43 feet for the
shark. The American Museum now

estimates its specimen to have been
45 feet long.
* %k
UT THIS may not be the end of
the story. Gerald Wood points

out that the Lake Bonney and

Bakersfield teeth were larger than
those used in Randall's reassess-
ment and must have come from a
larger fish. The original possessor
of the Bakersfield tooth, he thinks,
could have reached something like
55 feet. Even the lower figure makes
C. megalodon larger than the big-
gest scientifically-accepted great
white and nudges the world's largest
fish, the whale shark (41*4 feet for
the largest measured specimen and
75-plus feet in unconfirmed eyewit-
ness accounts). And if we take the
Greys’anecdote at face value, it also
comes close to their giant of the
South Pacific—which, you may re-
call, was where the Challenger
picked up those two C. megalodon
teeth about half a century before.
Fossil teeth are, however, just
that. They aren’t necessarily omens
of extinction; fossils, as we have
seen, occasionally can come to life.
In his The Unknown Ocean
(1972) Richard Perry rates the like-
lihood that new large sharks remain
to be discovered as very good. And
in his opinion there is “no reason”
that one of them should not be C
megalodon. Michael Tweedie re-
marks that until 50 years or so ago
ichthyologists were more likely to
believe this fish survived than that
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the coelacanth did. At the same
time he poses the ecologically-based
argument that C. megalodon may
exist as the apex predator which
contributes to the natural balance
by cropping the numbers of the
giant squid.

What those numbers might entail
can only be guessed at. We do know
that these huge cephalopods occur
with some regularity as stranded
carcasses on our beaches and as
dismembered ones inside the bellies
of their traditional enemies, sperm
whales. Obviously these casualties
representjust a small proportion of
the total squid population. Perhaps,
as Tweedie suggests, they are culled
by giant sharks as well.

One way or another, the food
factor appears crucial to the debate.
The largest known sharks (the
whale and .basking kinds) are both
filter feeders (that is, they filter
organic matter from water passing
through their systems). From its
dentation alone C. megalodon
would have to be a flesh- and fish-
eater and its size indicates it would
require a lot of food.

Rodney Steel thinks this alone is
reason to doubt its existence. He
writes, “Suggestions that the abys-
sal depths of the Pacific continue to
harbor Carcharodon megalodon
seem too farfetched. A fish ofsuch a
size would require a substantial
amount of food in the form of prey
and the great ocean deeps support
only a limited fauna, totally inade-
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quate for the nutritional needs of a
15-meter [50-foot] killer shark.”

But proponents can argue that
perhaps C. megalodon is not an
inhabitant ofthe deepest waters but
of the mid-to-lower depths. Here it
would be in the company of those
other shark “primitives” just men-
tioned and, more to the point, of the
giant squid: an item of prey that
might meet its vast requirements.

Yet there is still the need for
proof, if only of the eyewitness
kind. An authenticated sighting ofa
giant great white would go some
way toward providing it, but there
is little aside from the Grand Manan
monster to suggest that any over 21
feet have been recorded. There is
another avenue of evidence that
deserves to be considered, however.

Bite marks can also be aclue to a
shark’s size. Randall, whom we
have already seen as a cautious
observer, writes of a set inflicted on
a whale carcass off southern Aus-
tralia(May 26, 1972) which implied
a 25-to 26-foot Carcharodon, while
those on the stern of a chartered
fishing boat at Long Island, New
York, on July 5, 1975, may have
been the work of a shark four or five
feet longer.

The most incredible eyewitness
account is one David G. Stead
heard from some Port Stephens,
Australia, crayfishermen in 1918.
They told him that their 3'/2-foot,
heavily-weighted pots had been
borne off by a “shark of almost
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unbelievable proportions ... the
like of which they had never
dreamed.” One witness estimated
the creature to be 115 feet long.
Another thought it was 300 feet.
Stead felt himself obliged to half-
apologize for the story. He con-
ceded that the lengths were “on the
whole absurd and 1 mentionthem. .
as an indication ofthe state of mind
which this unusual giant had thrown
them into.” Nonetheless he stuck to
his private belief in the witnesses’
sincerity. These were, he said,
“prosaic and stolid men not given to
Tish stories.” ” Stead thought this
was “one of those very rare occa-
sions when humans have been
vouchsafed a glimpse of one of
those enormous sharks of the White
Death type which we know to exist
orto have existed in the recent past,
in the depths of the sea.” He had
seen five-inch teeth of this or a
similar shark dredged up from the

Pacific. They were not fossil teeth.
“A shark possessing such teeth
would be from 80 to 90 feet long,”
he declared in his book Sharks and
Rays of Australia Seas.

Even if we assume that their
shock caused them to double the
size of the fish they saw, Stead's
informants described a monster
well outside the accepted or even
rumored limits for C. carcharias. As
far as anyone knows, the prehistoric
shark would have looked like a
greatly magnified version of amod-
ern white shark—which is in effect
what they described to Stead, who
believed them. Most ichthyologists
didn't and don't.

But the lesson of megamouth
does hold out the promise that new,
remarkable and large sharks may
await scientific recognition. Where
C. megalodon is concerned, skepti-
cism is permissible but outright re-
jection unwise.

BIRDS GETTING BOMBED

HE COMMUNITY College of

Beaver County, Pennsylvania,
has a plum tree with a barroom
ambience. College president Wil-
liam Bauer told Associated Press
in March 1987 that 20 robins and
several gray waxwings feasted on
the fruit which apparently had
fermented during the winter. Some
of the birds seemed to stagger and
others missed in their attempts to
land on branches.

Last year, Bauer said, finches
eating late winter fruit from the
same tree got so drunk they were
flying into campus buildings.

“They can get good and drunk,”
said Scott Woods, assistant cura-
tor ofbirds at the Carnegie Museum
of Natural History in Pittsburgh.
“The fruit starts to rot and ferment
and it makes plum wine. They eat
fruit like that and get bombed out
of their minds.”



Parapsychology Today

HOW COMMON ARE
PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES?

By Andrew Mackenzie

NDER THE TITLE “Mysti-
cism Goes Mainstream” Amer-

trend. And it's true whether you
look at the most common forms of
psychic and mystical experience, or
the rarest.” Since this study repli-

ican Health magazine of Januargated an earlier poll, let's take a

February 1987 carried an account
ofasurvey taken of 1473 adults and
conducted in 1984. The survey,
carried out by the University of
Chicago’s National Opinion Re-
search Council, showed that most
Americans (67 percent) have expe-
rienced ESP and that nearly half(42
percent) believe they have been in
contact with someone who had died,
usually a spouse or sibling.
Commenting on these findings,
Father Andrew Greeley, Ph.D., a
University of Arizona sociologist
who conducted the poll with col-
leagues at the University of Chicago,
stated, “Even though I've never had
a psychic or mystical experience
myself, most Americans have. We
saw this in our first study in 1973
and in data from arepeat survey we
have just analyzed.... More people
than ever say they've had such expe-
riences. Other surveys confirm the
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look at that previous study.

The National Opinion Research
Council (NORC) showed in 1973
that 35 percent of Americans had
experienced the feeling of being, in
Greeley’s words, “very close to a
powerful spiritual force that seemed
to lift” them out of themselves. And
one-seventh of those who had had
such experiences — five percent of
the whole population — had liter-
ally been “bathed in light” similar to
the account the Apostle Paul reports
in the New Testament.

Greeley wrote in the earlier report
that “these experiences go way be-
yond intellect, and even beyond
emotion. For a fifth of those who
have them, they involve ‘a sense of
tremendous personal expansion,
either psychological or physical’ —
a form of body mysticism.” He
added that “such paranormal expe-
riences ... are generally viewed as



PEOPLE REPORT psychic experiences all the time. Parapsychol-
ogists call such reports “spontaneous cases." There are two ways
these incidents can be evaluated. The first is the case-study
method in which the researcher tracks down promising cases and
tries to authenticate them. A second important approach is the
case-collection method, where the parapsychologist gathers sev-
eral cases of a particular type (such as precognitive dreams or
apparitions of the dead) and maps out their characteristics.

A more sociological approach to spontaneous case material has
recently been incorporated into parapsychology. Some researchers
have become interested in such questions as: How common are
psychic experiences? Who reports them? What types of experi-
ences are most regularly claimed? The model for this type of study
was outlined in the 1970's by Dr. John Palmer who mailed a special
Suestionnaire to a student population and to the general public in

harlottesville, Va. Similar independent studies have surveyed the
public's religious experiences and possible contacts with the dead.

Andrew MacKenzie, who serves on the council ofthe Society for
Psychical Research in London, is interested primarily in spon-
taneous-case studies. After a recent survey of these studies he
concludes they make an important contribution to the growing

evidence that psychic experiences are natural to mankind.

hallucinations or symptoms of men-
tal disorder. But ifthese experiences
were signs of mental illness, our
numbers would show the country
going nuts. What was paranormal is
now normal. It's even happening to
elite scientists and physicians who
insist that such things cannot pos-
sibly happen.”

Greeley suggested, on the basis of
that study, that the nation is living
with asplit between scientific belief
and personal reality. For example,
30 percent of the Americans who
did not believe in life after death still
said that they had been in personal
contact with the dead.

Studies by NORC have shown
that persons who have had expe-
riences of the paranormal, whether

they have accepted them intellectu-
ally or not, are anything but reli-
gious nuts or psychiatric cases. They
are ordinary Americans, somewhat
above average in education and
intelligence and somewhat less than
average when it comes to formal
religious involvement. This finding
is not based solely on personal
opinion. The research unit has
tested persons who had had some of
the deeper mystical experiences,
such as being bathed in light, with
standard psychological tests.

“We began with the Affect Bal-
ance Scale of psychological well-
being, a standard measure of the
healthy personality,” Greeley says,
“and the mystics scored at the top.
Norman Bradburn, the University
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of Chicago psychologist who devel-
oped the scale, said no other factor
had ever correlated so highly.”

The results of the 1984 NORC
poll follow, with those of the 1973
poll in parentheses:

Had contact with the dead (adult
population): (27 percent) 42 percent.

Had contact with the dead (wid-
ows)-. (51 percent) 67 percent.

Had visions: (eight percent) 29
percent.

Experienced ESP: (58 percent) 67
percent.

Experienced deja vu: (59 percent)
67 percent.

Experienced clairvoyance: (24
percent) 31 percent.

Believe in life after death: (*) 73
percent.

Believe the afterlife is Paradise:
(#) 68 percent.

Believe that after death theyll be
reunited with loved ones: (¢) 74
percent.

(*) Nofigures available.

It is interesting that various
national surveys conducted by the
Gallup organization bolster Gree-
ley’s polls, demonstrating that para-
normal experiences in the United
States are on the rise. On the fol-
lowing chart the year of the specific
poll is printed in parentheses:

Had an unusual spiritual experi-
ence: 43 percent (1985).

Had a near-death experience: 15
percent (1981).

Believe in life after death: 71
percent (1981).
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Believe in reincarnation: 23 per-
cent (1981).

Believe in God or a Universal
Spirit: 95 percent (1981).

Believe Jesus is God: 70 percent
(1983).

Believe in angels: 67 percent of
teenagers (1986).

Believe in heaven: 71 percent
(1980).

Believe in hell: 53 percent (1980).

Expect the afterlife to be boring:
five percent (1981).

As Greeley observed in his Amer-
ican Health article, there has been a
scientific iron curtain raised against
serious research into these experi-
ences. Butacrack initopened a few
years ago when researchers in Japan
and Wales found that spontaneous
contact with the dead, especially
among widowed persons in nursing
homes, is reported fairly often.
Likewise a University of North
Carolina team led by P. Richard
Olsen, an associate professor of
family medicine, found that nearly
two-thirds of widows at two Ashe-
ville, N.C., nursing homes had
sensed at least once or twice that
they were in touch with someone
who had died. “It's not well known
that such experiences are common,”
Dr. Olsen said, “but they are.” In
Geriatrics Today he wrote thateven
psychoactive drugs do not end the
“visits.”

Greeley remarks that none ofthis
is “surprising by itself. What is
surprising is the vividness of the
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experiences. Ofthose who reported
such contact, 78 percent said they
saw the dead one, 50 percent heard,
21 percent touched, 32 percent felt
the presence, 18 percent talked with
the departed and 46 percent had
some combination of the above.
Most found the encounter helpful,
not scary, but none had ever men-
tioned the incident to their doctors. ”

But even these findings only
replicate a celebrated Welsh study
conducted by Dr. W. Dewi Rees. In
the British Medical Journal for
October 2,1971, Rees wrote that he
interviewed 227 widows and 66
widowers to determine the extent to
which they had had hallucinatory
experiences of their dead spouses.
The individuals interviewed com-
prised 80.7 percent of all widowed
persons resident within a defined
area, in mid-Wales, and 94.2 percent
of those were suitable (because they
had no serious illness) for interview.
Almost half of them, men and
women alike, reported hallucina-
tions of their dead spouses. The
hallucinations sometimes lasted
many years but were most common
during the first 10 years of widow-
hood. Social isolationdid not affect
the incidence of hallucination, nor
was it related to the incidence of
known repressive illness.

Rees said that young people were
less likely to experience these con-
tacts than those widowed after the
age of 40. These ostensible post-
mortem experiences increased with

the length of marriage and were
particularly associated with a happy
marriage and parenthood. Members
of thé “professional and manage-
rial” group were particularly likely
to report such hallucinations.

The most common type of hal-
lucination was that of feeling the
presence of the dead spouse (39.2
percent). Those who saw the de-
ceased amounted to 14 percent,
heard the deceased 13.3 percent and
spoke with the deceased 11.6 per-
cent. Nearly three percent were
touched by the deceased.

The survey also showed that the
percipients were more likely to de-
cline an opportunity to remarry
than those not reporting such expe-
riences. Some gave as their reason
the feeling that their dead spouse
opposed it.

These types of studies have been
replicated several times. In Japan
researchersexamined the process of
mourning in a culture where the
actual presence of the deceased is
implied through ancestor worship.
They interviewed 20 widows living
in Tokyo and 18 (90 percent) re-
ported feeling the presence of the
dead spouse.

In arelated study published in the
Journal of Psychiatry in 1970, Dr.
Colin Murray Parkes, a social psy-
chiatrist at the Tavistock Institute
of Human Relations, London, sur-
veyed the reactions of 22 London
widows to their husbands' deaths.
He found that 10 of them thought
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they heard or saw their husbands at
some point during the first month
after their deaths. In several cases
these experiences consisted of tem-
porary visual hallucinations. One
widow repeatedly “saw” her hus-
band coming home through the
door in their yard's fence, while
another was upset by the appear-
ance of her husband sitting in a
chair on Christmas Day. Sixteen
widows sensed the presence of their
husbands during the first month.
o *e
UT ARE these experiences
paranormal or are they psycho-
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Hinton notes that persons under-
going such hallucinations may
wonder if they are going mad, “but
it usually comforts them to know
that many other sane people have
similar experiences following be-
reavement.”

There is reason to question Hin-
ton's assertion that such experiences
may be caused by the “unconscious
hope or the extreme desire for the
loved person still to be alive.” Al-
though these experiences tend to
become less frequent with time, as
Rees discovered, some do last a
remarkably long time. Rees found

logical in nature? Discussing sucthat three persons who had been

experiences, Dr. John Hinton, a
professor of psychiatry at the Mid-
dlesex Central Medical School in
London, states in his classic book
Dying:

“The unconscious hope or the
extreme desire for the loved person
still to be alive may be conducive to
hallucinations ofhis presence. Itisa
dramatic but quite common event
for the bereaved to have the experi-
ence of apparently seeing or hearing
the dead person. Quite normal peo-
ple, grieving over their loss, have
glimpses of the person who has
died. They may hear the familiar
voice, perhaps saying their name, or
recognize the footsteps or custom-
ary noises about the house. Usually
it is soon realized that this is a trick
of the senses, but the experience is
often extraordinarily vivid and
apparently real.”

widowed for over 20 years were still
“seeing” their deceased spouses and
two conversed with the figures.
Tricks of the senses do not usually
last so long and it could be argued
that these experiences point to our
continued survival after death. But
letus return to the other more wide-
ranging studies of spontaneous psy-
chic experiences.

Other surveys taken in recent
years support Greeley's belief, based
on his own survey, that experiences
ofthe paranormal happen to agreat
number of people and that accep-
tance of them could even change the
nature of our society.

Research in Italy, 1978-1981.

A survey of spontaneous cases
taken in South Tyrol, Italy, by G.
M. Rinaldi (a teacher) and his wife
Graziella Piccinini produced 961
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accounts of psychic experiences.
The researchers spoke with over
1000 persons. Their main interest
lay in what parapsychologists call
“death coincidences” so the first
question Pic sked was wheth-
er the person interviewed could
report any strange experience when
a family member, relative or friend
died. The bulk of the collection was
made up of 500 death-coincidence
cases — an extraordinarily high
proportion of the total survey.

Besides death-coincidence cases
Mr. and Mrs. Rinaldi collected
about 100 instances of crisis coin-
cidences, for which theevent prompt-
g the experience was a physical
injury or accident involving some-
one known to the percipients.
Among the 961 cases were 43 reports
of apparitions, not a high propor-
tion. The visual apparitions were
almost always of a human figure.
Sometimes the figure was reported
as “so real, asifitwere alive.” Other
individuals reported telepathic ex-
periences corresponding to the cri-
sis; seven percent experienced intui-
tions and 18 percent felt strong and
otherwise inexplicable emotions at
the time.

Research in Hong Kong, 1980-81.
A survey of the beliefs of the
Chinese was carried out by Amer-
ican sociologist Charles F. Emmons
and his wife who conducted 3600
interviews and reported the results
in Emmons' Chinese Ghosts and

ESP (1982). Fifty percent of the
Hong Kong Chinese believed in
ghosts compared with 12 percent in
the United States (the latter figure
being based on a 1978 national-
sample Gallup Poll). Although half
of those interviewed in the random
telephone survey said they believed
in ghosts, only 4.1 percent had
experienced any.

When he began his inquiries into
Chinese paranormal beliefs, Dr.
Emmons did not know what to
expect, “Perhaps the most signifi-
cant surprises along the way turned
out to be certain stunning similari-
ties to the West,” he wrote. He
found that the same social-cultural
factors help predict belief in para-
normal phenomena both in Hong
Kong and in the United States.
Most believers in paranormal phe-
nomena are young and highly edu-
cated. This finding contradicts the
stereotype in both cultures that the
old and the uneducated are more
“superstitious.”

Research in the UnitedStates, 1974.

The July 1979 issue ofthe Journal
of the American Society for Psy-
chical Research contains the results
of a community mail survey of
paranormal beliefs conducted by
Dr. John Palmer, then a research
associate at the University of Vir-
ginia’s Division of Parapsychology.
In March 1974 a 46-item question-
naire was mailed to a randomly-
selected sample of 300 students from
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the university and 700 adult resi-
dents of Charlottesville, Va. Usable
questionnaires were obtained from
89 percent of the student sample
and 51 percent of the town sample.

The form’s specific question
about apparitions was adopted es-
sentially verbatim from the famous
“Census of Hallucinations™” con-
ducted by the Society for Psychical
Research between 1889 and 1892.
This old survey was carried out
throughout Britain where people
were asked, “Have you ever, when
believing yourself to be completely
awake, had a vivid impression of
seeing or being touched by a living
being or inanimate object, or of
hearing a voice, which impression,
so far as you could discover, was
not due to any physical cause?”

Affirmative answers were given
by 17 percent of the respondents in
each sample. But while the majority
of the “hallucinatory” experiences
reported in the “Census” were
visual, the Charlottesville sample
predominantly reported auditory or
tactile incidents. Despite this dis-
parity the app: ons reported in
the Charlottesville study were fairly
typical.

Forty-two percent of the appari-
tions reported by the townspeople
represented family members, while
only 17 percent of the students’
apparitions fell into this category.
Collective experiences —i.e., appa-
ritions or related experiences simul-
taneously seen or witnessed by more
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than one person — comprised 22
percent of the townspeople’s cases
and 29 percent of the students’
Only about one in five cases con-
cerned a tragic event such as an
accident or death, although about
40 percent ofthose reporting waking
ESP experiences said they had had
at least one experience of this type.
Seven percent of the townspeople
and eight percent of the students
said they had lived in a haunted
house.

Palmer and his colleagues were
impressed by the large number of
respondents who claimed multiple
psi or psi-related experiences. “It
does not appear from our data that
such experiences are normally dis-
tributed in the population,” they
report. “On the contrary, seems
that our population consisted of
two rather distinct subgroups: those
who claimed no or very few psychic
experiences, and those who claimed
a large number.”

Research in England, 1968 and
1974.

In 1968 and 1974 the Institute of
Psychophysical Research in Oxford
appealed in the news media for
firsthand accounts of “perceiving
apparitions.” The term was intended
to cover paranormal experiences
involving any of the senses and not
justvisual ones. Approximately 300
persons responded to the first ap-
peal and 1500 to the second. Ineach
case more than half of those who
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replied claimed to have had more
than one experience with the un-
canny. About a third of the respon-
dents to the second appeal were
from overseas countries, English-
speaking or otherwise.
Questionnaires were sent to all
those who responded to these two
appeals (except for those who wrote
in any language otherthan English)
and a total of 850 completed ques-
tionnaires were received. According
to the institute’s collection, only 14
percent of the visual apparitions
spoke but in a few cases the subjects
reported communicating with the
apparitions as if by telepathy.

Research in Iceland, 1976.

Dr. Erlundur Haraldsson of the
University of Iceland conducted a
representative survey of persons
who had experienced apparitions of
the dead. A mail survey was con-
ducted of arandom national sample
consisting of 1132 persons between
30 and 70 years in age. Each ques-
tionnaire contained some 50 items.
In due course Haraldsson obtained
902 usable questionnaires.

Thirty-one percent responded
affirmatively to the question: “Have
you ever experienced the presence
of a deceased person?” From this
data base Haraldsson drew 100
cases for analysis, finding that 84 of
these consisted ofvisual apparitions;
16 respondents reported only avivid
feeling of a discarnate presence.

In half the cases the respondents

could discern no specific purpose
for the apparitional appearances.
“In 20 cases, however, our respon-
dents did discern a definite purpose
in the appearance of the dead,”
Haraldsson told a 1980 gathering of
the Parapsychological Association.
“Usually it was that of consolation,
ofsupport, or even adirectand very
earthly help and advice. The pur-
pose had been experienced in var-
ious ways; only in three cases was it
clearly said.... In 31 cases respon-
dents were not sure ifthe apparition
had been trying to bring a certain
message or show any purpose or
not.”

The investigators also collected
five cases in which the respondent
did not know about the death ofthe
person at the time he experienced
the apparition.

In over 50 percent of the cases the
respondents were alone when the
incident occurred. But in 43 in-
stances someone else was present
and in those cases nearly one third
(13) saw what the respondent saw.
“This high percentage of collective
apparitions is difficult to explain if
the cases are regarded as purely
subjective experiences,” Haraldsson
remarked.

Research on spiritual or mystical
experiences.

Several related surveys have been
carried out by the Alister Hardy
Research Center of Oxford Univer-
sity. The unit was founded by the
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late Sir Alister Hardy, a celebrated
zoologist and a former president of
the Society for Psychical Research.
His studies offer further confirma-
tion of the role mystical and spiri-
tual experiences play in our lives.

Since its foundation the center
has built up a unique body of re-
search data consisting of more than
5000 case histories of individuals
who have had some form of deep
religious experience. While these
cases have come mainly from Great
Britain and (to a lesser degree) from
other English-speaking countries,
many other cultural and religious
traditions are represented in the
foundation’s files.

Through repeated national polls
the center has shown that between a
third and half of the adult popula-
tions of Britain and the United
States claim the experience of being
“aware of or influenced by a pres-
ence or power... which is different
from their everyday selves.” Parallel
studies in the United States and
Australia have produced similarly
high figures.
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Sir Alister founded the center
because he had doubts about the
way in which such religious experi-
ences are dismissed in our culture. {
once asked him if a collection of
such accounts could be considered a
field study. “Yes, one can certainly
call this a field study,” he said. “I
like to regard our [the Religious
Experience Unit] work as similarto
that of the great observing natural-
ists in the last century: Darwin,
Wallace, Bates and many more. The
doctrine of evolution was built up
by their field observations brought
together to culmination by Darwin
in his Origin of Species — it came
not from the biological labora-
tories.”

For far too long experiences of a
psychical, religious or mystical na-
ture have been rejected as “anec-
dotal” reports not based on “scien-
tific” evidence. But when we look at
these surveys asfield studies, these
numerous polls indicate that people
do have such experiences and the
combined evidence is overwhelm-
ing.

AN AVALANCHE OF INK

HEN AN EARTHQUAKE
struck San Diego on July 15,
1986, one of its victims, 86-year-
old Anthony Cima, was nearly
crushed to death — by 10,000
books.
The volumes came raining down
on Cima when the earthquake

shook the walls of his hotel room.
He was pinned under books, barely
able to breathe, for 12 hours before
neighbors noticed he was missing.
When he regained consciousness
at University of California-San
Diego Medical Center, Cimaasked
for orange juice — and a book.
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LIFESAVING DREAM
By William H. Langston Il
NOW believe in prophetic
!dreams. The fact that | can write
this story isdue, | feel, to a prophetic
dream that saved my life.

In 1968 | worked in Garden
Grove, Calif., for the Swedlow
Plastics Company about 10 miles
from my home in Long Beach. Each
day | drove the freeway to work in
the morning and home again in the
evening. | always chose a lane inthe
center of the road in order to avoid
hitting carsentering and leaving the
freeway.

One night 1 dreamed that | was
on my way to work when an old
beat-up red Buick entered the free-
way, cut across three lanes oftraffic
and whipped in front of me clipping
my right front fender. This caused
me to lose control of my car which
went into a skid, then started to roll

and finally came to rest against a
concrete embankment. 1 was thrown
from the car and ended up lying in a
heap in the roadway.

It was all so real that 1 woke in
pain, unable to move for a minute
or two.

The next morning | tried to push
the dream from my mind. And !
didn'tthink of it again until I was on

William Langston III
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my way to work and saw an old
beat-up red Buick enter the free-
way. Realizing that this was the car
| had dreamed of, 1 slammed on my
brakes as the Buick cut across three
lanes of traffic and pulled in front of
me. It just missed my right front
fender.

If 1 had not had that dream the
night before, | believe | would have
died that morning on the southern
California freeway. — Big Indian,
N.Y.

SEEING FIRE
By Monica Moore
N DECEMBER 24, 1985, a
month after my third child was
born, | was visi
in her trailer in Rhodelia, Ky. We
had been exchanging news of our
families and among others had
mentioned her son Jon and grand-
son Jamie.

After awhile Lois excused herself
and left the room. While | sat in the
room alone, | suddenly saw her
son’s house catch fire and burn to
the ground. It wasjust likewatching
it on television.

When Lois returned, | told her
about what | had just seen. She
looked at me strangely and then
laughed. I could imagine what she
was thinking.

But a couple of hours later her
son telephoned and told her his wife
had almost burned up their trailer
where it stood in Brandenburg, Ky.
Jon and his wife had just gotten a
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wood-burning stove and his wife
had stuck rags into a hole in the
trailer’s wall. These rags had caught
fire because the hot stovepipe ran
too close to them and from the rags
the fire had jumped to the nearby
curtains.

If Jon had not been home at the
time the trailer would have burned
to the ground and both his wife and
infantson might have been seriously
hurt — or worse. — Owensboro,
Ky.

PIANO IN THE WOODS
By Janice Jakeman
HAD grown up with a piano in
our home and after | was married

g my friend Lois | missed having one very much.

Several years went by but we never
seemed to have enough money to
buy the piano | wanted so desper-
ately.

The summer of 1969, when my
nephew Larry Martwas 19, he came
to spend several weeks with us on
our small farm in Breathitt County
in eastern Kentucky. One evening
while Larry was with us we decided
to visit my parents Russell and
Florence Mart in the neighboring
county of Wolfe the next day.

That night | had astrange dream.
We were driving over a mountain
road which was an alternate route
from our house to theirs. We didn4
often use it because it was steep,
winding and unpaved. | was relax-
ing in the passenger seat of Larry’s
pickup and enjoying the scenery
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when suddenly | saw an old upright
piano in the woods. It was just
standing there, waiting for me to
find it.

Over breakfast the next morning
| told Larry about mydream and we
had a good laugh.

Inthe afternoon, after a nice visit
with my parents (Larry's grand-
parents), we started home. | sug-
gested we take the mountain road.
Perhaps in the back of my mind |
remembered my dream and the
piano.

As we neared the top of the
mountain, | screamed and my heart
nearly stood still. There was the
piano in the woods just as | had
dreamed it!

Larry stopped the truck and | got
out, running over to the piano. As |
gazed at it in disbelief, | saw that it
was a beautiful old upright but
painted a hideous green. Thatdidn't
bother me. 1 ran my fingers over the
keys. It was horribly out oftune but
pianos can always be tuned. Mirac-
ulously every note worked — there
were no broken strings.

We hurried home to get my hus-
band to help us load my treasure on
Larry’s truck.

The piano tuner had to come to
our house twice before the instru-
ment was fully in tune because of
the dampness it had picked up sit-
ting there in the woods.

Over the years I've wondered
about that piano. Who put it there,
miles from the nearest house? Why?
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If someone had meant to dump an
old piano, why was it standing only
a short distance from the road?
Uprights weigh hundreds of pounds.
If someone were throwing it away,
wouldn’t it have been easier to
simply push it off the bed of a truck
and let it fall? Granted, it would
have been smashed, but if it were
being dumped, who would care?

I'll never know the answers but |
do know it appeared to have been
lovingly placed there just for me to
find. — Sandy, Utah.

"SCENTSORY” PERCEPTION
By Laura Tracy

FEW years back, in 1976,

while we were living in the

mountains, | was quite concerned

because my husband Jim hadn't
come home from work. In fact, he
was several hours late. Since we
didn't have a telephone, he couldn't
call me.

My little girl Krista and 1 were
restless so we took a walk outside.

Laura Tracy
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We were totally alone and the air
was pure and clear. Suddenly |
smelled the strong, overpowering
odor of whiskey. There didn’t seem
to be a logical explanation for this
until my husband finally got home.
Then | smelled his breath and knew
what the odor had meant.

The next afternoon shortly before
Jim was due home, the scent of
roses filled the house. Again, there
was no logical explanation for this
because | didn't have any fresh
flowers in the house and snow
covered the ground. Anyway, our
altitude at Westcliffe, Colo., didn't
permit the growth of roses in the
area.

When Jim walked through the
door carrying a dozen roses as an
apology gift, | understood my
“scentsory” perception.

Now whenever | smell unexplain-
able odors, | know something is
about to happen. | just hope I never
smell smoke!—Philomath, Oreg.

CALL FOR HELP
By Christina Wightman
ANDY and | had been close
friends for many years. We grew
up together in Wellsville, N.Y.
After graduating from college |
married and settled in our home-
town. Shortly thereafter Sandy
married and moved to the Miami
area. My husband and | partici-
pated in Sandy's wedding and felt
good about her future.
Although we were separated by
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hundreds of miles, my dear friend
and | maintained close contact by
telephone and letter. In 1975, how-
ever, | didn't hear from Sandy for at
least six months. | knew she was busy
with infant twins, so | wasn't worried.

Then one night | woke up from a
disturbing dream in which Sandy
had called me and pleaded with me
to fly to Miami and take her home
with me. “They've put me in the
hospital,” she sobbed, “and they
won't let me out!”

Thedream was so vivid and upset-
ting that I told my husband about it.

The very next evening Sandy
called while | was out. She left a
number for me to call and empha-
sized it was extremely important
that | return her call. | called the
unfamiliar number and it connected
me to a candy store.

“That's odd,” | thought and
dialed Sandy’s home phone. There
was no answer.

Thinking of my dream, | grew
alarmed and called Sandy’s mother.

“You won't believe what's hap-
pened,” she said sadly. “Sandy has
had a complete emotional break-
down. We had to commit her to the
state hospital. Last night she some-
how leftthe premises and called you
to see if you would come and get her
out.”

Since then, I'm happy to say,
Sandy’s life has straightened out.
She gotdivorced and has remarried.
But she still lives in Florida. —
Wellsville, N.Y.



— MY PROOF OF ——=»

SURVIVAL

FATE will pay $1000 for each story published in this department Stones must deal with an
actual expenence proving spint survival They should be less than 300 words and typed
double-spaced on one side of the paper They may be mailed to FATE Survival Editor,
500 Hyacinth PI, Highland Park, Ill 60035 Manuscnpts must show author's name and
address and include a stamped self-addressed return envelope

LIGHTNING STRIKES turned. Ten years later | think |
By William R. D'Andrea found the answer.
N THE SPRING of 1977 | had a Itwas the day that Halley’s comet

dream that had a peculiarly reached perihelion, February 9,
stirring effect on me. | heard the 1986, that 1 received a call inform-
dream voice of my girl friend’s ingmethat myuncle Mike DeMaro,
mother say, “Don’t you know? Sr., had died while vacationing in
Lightning strikes!” In the misty Puerto Rico. My uncle and 1 had
dream | looked up and saw the drifted apart over the years and |
chaired roof of the house. was saddened because now we never
When | awoke | found that the
house had not been struck. The
dream had been so vivid that 1 was
actually relieved. Then, turning my
attention to the morning paper, |
learned that a horse named Light-
ning Strikes was racing that evening
at The Meadowlands.
Thatnight atthe races | put $2.00
on Lightning Strikes. He won and |
made $7.00.
Why had | received this tip in my
dream? It certainly wasn't for the
seven dollars my two-dollar bet re- William D'Andrea
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would be able to bridge that emo-
tional gap. | was wrong.

A month later | had avivid dream
of being with Uncle Mike in a
strange environment. He was ami-
able, totally unlike his demeanor
when he was alive. As we gazed on
an ocean scene, a wave of tidal pro-
portions took my breath away as it
crashed over astructure. My uncle’s
voice sounded gleefully from
behind me, “Thats a real storm
wave!”

The next morning | nearly
dropped the paper when | read that
a horse named Storm Wave was
racing. That night at the track the
shock was compounded when,
looking at the racing program, |
discovered that Storm Wave’s sire
was none other than Lightning
Strikes!

Storm Wave ended up losing by a
nose butstill returned a hefty $70.00
for the place-and-show bets 1 put on
him. It wasn't that | didn't trust
Uncle Mike, but as 1 said, we
weren't on the best of terms at the
time of his death. But | admit 1 was
a bit disappointed. Why would my
uncle go to all this trouble to give
me a second-place horse?

About a week later | saw my
uncle again in a dream. He was
wearing adark pin-striped suit and
his expression was solemn. No
words were spoken. The dream
seemed meaningless and | gave itno
further thought.

The following spring | was in
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need ofa suit and purchased a dark
pin-strip. As | prepared for my
dinner date, | looked in the mirror
and the memory ofthat dream came
crashing through to me. This was
the suit my uncle had worn in the
dream!

Without hesitating | opened the
paper and found that Storm Wave
was racing at extremely long odds. 1
found out the next day that it had
been a remarkable race and old
Storm Wave won by 51 lengths and
returned $27.00.

Unfortunately, because of my din-
ner date | didn't go to the track in
time for the race. But more impor-
tant than the money was the knowl-
edge that after a span of 10 years my
uncle was getting through to me
from the other side of life. He
opened up a flood of thoughts
abouttime, space and the hereafter.

I am grateful to Uncle Mike and
to my two racing friends, Storm
Wave and his sire Lightning
Strikes.—Bloomfield, N. J. f

DR. McCALL ON CALL
By Bernice Bishop

N THE LATE 1960's | was work-
I ing in the accounting department

of the McCall Hospital here in
Rome, Ga. One day | became quite
ill and had to be put to bed in the
hospital.

That night, after my husband
Furman had left, 1 began to hemor-
rhage from my stomach. The nurses
called my doctor and he told them
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what to do. After they cleaned up
me and my bed, | was knocked out
by medication my doctor had pre-
scribed for me. | had two IV's in my
arms.

During the night 1 awakened to
see my husband’'s mother, father
and sister standing beside my bed. |
was not afraid, only comforted by
their still looking after me although
they had been dead for some time.

The next morning | was moved
upstairs into what we in the hopital
referred to as the “dying room.”
Most terminal patients were put in
that room because it was the quiet-
est in the hospital.

For two weeks | lay semicon-
scious but | kept asking my hus-
band, “Who is that doctor, sitting at
the front of my bed?” None of the
other people around me saw that
doctor and they assumed | was out
ofmy head and paid no attention to
me. But he wasthere. Night and day
hejust sat there. 1 could not see his
face but I could see the old-fash-
ioned double-breasted doctor’s coat
he was wearing.

Later, after | had recovered and
gone back to work, 1 came out ofthe
accounting offices into the lobby. On
my way to my car inthe parking lot |
looked up and froze in my tracks.
Behind the receptionist's desk, on the
wall, hung a large picture of the
founder of McCall Hospital. He was
wearing a double-breasted doctor’s
coat, just like the one 1 had seen
sitting at the foot of my bed when |
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was lying sick in the dying room.

When 1 got home, I told my
husband that although Dr. John
MecCall was dead he was still looking
after the patients in his hopital—
Rome, Ga.

FAMILY CONNECTIONS
By Marilyn Allen
GREW UP enjoying an especially
I close and loving relationship with
my maternal grandparents Alpha
and Chester Napier. They spoiled me
outrageously and since my dad’s
family were more restrained and
formal, it was only natural that | felt
much closer to Mom's parents.
Astime passed both ofthem died.
We moved from Little York, Ind.,
to another state and eventually |
married and had children. In the
summer of 1974 my husband had
just gotten a new job and we had to
move about 60 miles away from my
parents Arnold and Omega Cra-
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vens. Our phone was not connected
and 1 missed not being able to talk
with Mom, even for a few days.

One night 1 fell into bed ex-
hausted from all the cleaning and
unpacking and dreamed 1 was
standing between my two deceased
grandparents. They were staring at
a casket across the room. I couldn't
see who lay inside, nor could | see
the faces of the people who moved
slowly by as they paid their last
respects. Actually, | was more in-
terested in my grandparents and
beginning to feel hurt that they did
not seem to notice me at all.

“Who isthat?” | asked with anod
toward the casket.

“It's your grandfather,” replied
Grandpa who was standing on my
right.

“But if you're here, you can4 be
there,” | protested, pointing toward
the casket. Grandpa turned his head

FATE

toward me and smiled warmly. 1
woke up feeling depressed and sad.
The dream haunted me for days.

As soon as our phone was in-
stalled, | called Mom and described
my dream to her. She was silent for
afew seconds and then told me that
while we were out of touch, my
paternal grandfather Leslie Cravens
had died suddenly and my parents
had rushed to be with my grand-
mother. Mom felt terrible that they
had not been able to let me know
butthey realized | had not been that
close to him anyway.

1 assured her that | understood.
And | reminded her that 1 had been
notified after all. | had simply been
too dense to listen to what | had
been plainly told by two persons
who love me very much. They had
bridged agulfcalled death to tell me
and to remind me of their love.—
Tallahassee, Fla.

—

THE RIGHT RITE

ssociated Press reports
from Brisbane, Australia, that

He was called after many of the
town's 2000 aborigines said evil

‘Anglican priest Michael Connollspirits had caused two suicides and

performed an exorcism ceremony
in a small tropical town on March
1, 1987, after people complained
thatevil spirits had caused suicides
in the local jail.

“l have no doubt the demons
have been driven out of the lockup
because it is all in the Bible,”
Connolly said after the ceremony
in Yarrabah in Queensland.

one attempted suicide among in-
mates in the preceding three
months.

With police approval, Connolly
and Australia’s only Anglican
bishop, Arthur Malcolm, called on
demons to leave each of the jail's
four cells, a police van and a near-
by police station which had been
the target of a firebombing.



MARK OF THE

BEAST

The image on the wall was a picture of
perfectevil, an omen of strange things to come.

By Richard D. Seifried

N THE SPRING of 1984 | was

teaching in a suburban high

school in the Dayton, Ohio, metro-
politan area. | taught American
history, anthropology and philos-
ophy.

One day in April 1 looked up
from my papers to see Dwayne
Gimble,* one of the night custo-
dians, standing there. He was look-
ing at me in a hesitant manner.

Dwayne didn't fit the stereotype
of ajanitor. He was well-educated,
intelligentand articulate. The teach-
ing staff respected him not only
because he did a good job but
because he was too smart to let the
students play tricks on him. He
always got the better of them.

He shuffled his feet, cleared his
throat and asked, “Mr. Seifried, can
I talk to you about something?”

“Sure,” | said.

“Well, 1 don’t know how to tell
you this but 1 think we have a
ghost.” And he told me this story:

* All names are pseudonyms. The real names are on
file at FATE's editorial office.

59

Each night at 9:30 the custodians
would lock all of the school doors
and turn out most of the hall lights.
By 10:30 all student activities were
concluded and the buildings vacat-
ed. Then a custodian, usually
Dwayne, would walk the halls to
make sure that all of the doors were
closed and locked. He would check
all of the restrooms to be certain
that no student was hiding inside.
Sometimes he found a boy or two.

Around 10:30 one night Dwayne
reached the top hallway (there were
three floors: a basement and two
levels above it). The switchbox was
a short distance down the hall on
the west wall, just beyond a door
that opened to a platform above the
backstage of the school auditorium.

He checked the lock on the box
and as he proceeded along the hall-
way he saw a dark figure standing
by the second set of windows. Calm-
ly Dwayne secured the first group of
windows and moved toward the
silhouette.

“Don't you think you'd better go
home?” he said.

The figure didn4 move.
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Dwayne moved closer and real-
ized that the figure had the shape of
agrown man. “What are you doing
here?” Dwayne asked. “l think
you'd better leave.”

He took several steps forward. By
then he was about 15 feet from the
figure — which suddenly vanished.

You have to know Dwayne, who
is unflappable under any circum-
stances, to appreciate how matter-
of-factly he took this strange devel-
opment. He completed his rounds
and reported what he had seen to
his fellow workers. They weren't
hard to convince. The old school
was of Tudor architecture and if
there were such things as ghosts,
that school would have been the
perfect place for them.

1 suspected, however, that an
overactive imagination had caused
the experience. The building was
spooky and I, not so brave as
Dwayne, sometimes found myself
hurrying down darkened halls early
in the morning or late in the eve-
ning. The placejust didn't feel right.

Dwayne told me he had seen the
figure several times since then. The
shape would materializejust ashort
distance from the old stage door. At
first it would be vaporous but with-
inashorttime the “man” — ifthat's
what he was — would appear to be
solid.

The other night custodians had
seen him too. They had also heard
sounds of sweeping brooms and
other noises when no one else was
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there. When they called out, the
ominous shape would hesitate, turn
toward the challenger and simply
disappear.
ok

NE NIGHT several weeks after

Dwayne told me his strange

story, a volunteer coach ran up
the custodians and said, “You have
a ghost, don4 you?”

“Did you see it?” they asked.

“No,” the young man gasped. “|
had just walked out of the boys’
locker room when a cold wind
swept past me and slammed the
doors shut. | hurriedly checked the
outside doors and windows and
nothing’s open! I'm not going to
stay down there alone again!”

Everyone, including the coach,
laughed nervously.

After a few weeks of ghostly
activity several of the teachers knew
about it. My primary concern was
that the students would find out and
start sneaking in at night causing
problems.

But inevitably, of course, the
news got out. By the end of the third
week rumor had it that the ghost
was the spirit of a former student.
The few teachers who believed,
some of the students and all of the
night custodians decided that the
ghost was the disembodied spirit of
Brian Morris.

Brian had been a student at the
high school several years before the
ghost appeared. He loved working
the lighting and sound equipment
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for the plays and musicals. He be-
came the best technician in the
school and was in charge of effects
for two years.

Unfortunately Brian was not en-
tirely reliable. His ambition in life
was to become a policeman. When
he heard sirens wailing, he would
abandon his duties to seek the ac-
tion outside, even if a performance
was in progress.

This was an indication of serious
instability. When he reached the age
of 21, Brian applied for positions in
police departments throughout the
area. All of them rejected his appli-
cations. Finally, feeling that he was
a failure, Brian killed himself.

Now people were saying he had
returned to the place where he had
been most successful in life. Brian
had come back to his beloved audi-
torium.

That struck me as pure specula-
tion and | wasn't even convinced
that anything unusual, whatever its
cause, was going on in the upper
hall. There was no denying, how-
ever, that the custodians and the
coach were convinced there was. By
this time three or four men would
stand nightly at the north end ofthe
hall and wait for the ghost to mate-
rialize. Sometimes, they said, it did.

All of the upper hallway’s ceiling
was covered with cream-colored
acoustical tile, the kind with little
holes in it. The upper third of the
west wall was also covered with the
material.
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Early one May morning before
classes | hurried down the brightly-
illuminated hall on my way to the
ing machine. Suddenly a
grayish blur caught my eye. |
stopped.

On the west wall, at about eye
level, there was a smudged image. |
recognized it instantly and felt irri-
tated. Someone, | thought, had put
a match or more likely a cigarette
lighter to the tile. Carbon from the
flame had caused the shape.

Then to my horror | realized that
it would have been impossible to
create the perfect image | was
observing. There before me was the
mark of the beast, perfect in all
detailsdown to the tufts offur on its
pointed ears!

ox

WAS teaching a semester course

dealing with religion and philos-

ophy. On a Wednesday evening
Pentecostal minister and his grown
son were guest speakers in my
classes.

‘When the noon bell rang | asked
them to wait a moment until the
students cleared out of the hall. “I
have something to show you,” | said
as | led them to the image.

“There.” 1 pointed to the smudge.
“What i "

The minister’s mouth dropped in
astonishment. “Why,” he whispered
huskily, “it's the sign of the beast!”

By this time I was convinced that
something evil was in the upper
hall. My religious affiliation wasthe

a
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Catholic Church. My solution was
to take a pencil and draw a cross
over the ugly, cruel face. With some
satisfaction | walked away.

The next morning | entered the
school, as 1 always did, through the
junior high school. There was an-
other one! Another smudge of soot
— but this time the head with the
pointed muzzle and slitted eyes was
turned as if it were gazing toward
the high school wing.

Making sure no one saw me, |
scratched another cross over the
revolting image. The tile crumbled
and tiny pieces of milk-white sub-
stance floated to the floor.

The second phantom visage an-
gered me. The experience caused
me to think more seriously about
the happenings. My mind consid-
ered a whole line of “what ifs”:

What if Brian's spirit was the
ghost?

What if Brian was trapped be-
cause of his suicide?

What if his soul somehow could
not leave the physical environment?

What if a demon was preventing
his departure?

What if Brian was doomed to a
lonely existence of roaming the
darkened halls until the school was
torn down?

What then?

What if | helped?

That was it! Somehow, | didn't
know why, | had to make sure the
young man’s spirit was released
from its earthly prison.
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Since | was going to act 1 had to
do something fast. In a few weeks
school would be out and | would
leave for my summer job.

Dwayne and | devised a plan.
Within a few days the opportunity
came for me to put it into play.

Armed only with a rosary, | left
my home and drove across the city
to the school.

The custodians met me with ner-
vous smiles. Dwayne and | climbed
the spacious marble stairs to the
upper hall. The time was just 9:00
P.M. but Dwayne turned the lights
off on that level and also darkened
the main hall below.

Red EXIT lights and a dim glow
from below were my only sources of
light. | didn't have a flashlight.
Dwayne’s retreating footsteps grew
fainter and finally ceased.

There, beside the stage door, |
stood alone but sure of my intent.

“Brian. Brian,” | spoke softly.
“Come out, Brian. | am your friend.
Don't be afraid. Nothing will harm
you. | want to talk to you.”

Perhaps it was my imagination
but I thought | sensed apprehension
and yet a feeling of hope coming
from ... what?

After quietly saying a few prayers
| retreated to the far end ofthe hall
where my room was situated. | felt
embarrassed, not atall sure | wasn't
making a fool of myself.

The lights in the classroom were
bright. Green and yellow hues from
the carpet and painted halls cheered
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me considerably. My courage thus
reinforced, 1 left the door open and
seated myself near the back of the
room, beside the movie projector
and stand. Soft, cool breezes wafted
through the open windows bringing
with them scents of flowering trees
and the muffled rumble of traffic
from the nearby street.

For over an hour | sat there grad-
ing papers. Occasionally 1 glanced
into the hallway. Light from my
room cut a rectangular pattern
through the thick blackness of the
hallway and rested on the wall
opposite the door.

My purpose was to let the appari-
tion, if there was one, know that it
was welcome. 1 was not an enemy.

Strange how reality — nice sta-
ble, comprehensible reality — can
be there one moment and the next
instant the human condition is dev-
astated by the indescribable. That is
what occurred.

An envelope of cold air encircled
me. Hair on the nape of my neck
rose and my skin tingled from the
icy chill. Something was in the
room.

The odor of sulfur filled my
nostrils and teared my eyes. Evil
was with me.

Quickly I grabbed the rosary from
the projector stand and placed it
about my neck. The crucifix with
Christ's metal body felt reassuring
and | began rapidly to speak in a
strong voice, “Our Father, who art
in heaven —
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Then | recited several “Hail
Marys” over and over, regaining my
composure, willing the evil away.

| stood up and spoke firmly, “I
command you, in the name of Jesus
Christ my Lord and Savior, to leave
these premises and never return!”

It must have worked. The smell
and the bone-chilling cold dissi-
pated and my room was comforta-
ble again.

1 raced down the stairs seeking
the custodian. Dwayne was sweep-
ing the floor of a basement class-
room. | rushed in and nearly shout-
ed, “Do you smoke?”

“Why, yes,” he said, looking
sheepish. “When no one’s around.”

“Did you just light a match?” |
asked, thinking it was at least
vaguely possible that this was the
source of the sulfur smell.

“No. 1 use a lighter. | don’'t have
any matches. What's happened?
Did you see it?”

«e
T WAS 11:00 P.M., time for
I everyone to leave. | had narrated
my activities and experiences to the
three service employees. We agreed
that we would all go upstairs and
look for the shape.

We looked and looked.

“There!” Dwayne whispered.
“Just outside the door.” The dis-
tance was over 100 feet to the audi-
torium loft door. “Watch. When it
materializes it blots out the exit
light in the stairway.”

“Yeah, | see it,” Bill, another
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one of the custodians, said.

I didn’t see a thing. Nothing ap-
peared to have changed. After a
time | spoke up, “Well, it's time to
go home. Do me a favor. You'l
think I'm crazy but stay here. I'm
going down there and try to talk to
Brian.”

Slowly 1 walked toward the door
that was somewhere in the black-
ness. 1 was frightened but my
determination overcame my dis-
comfort.

“Brian.” | paused. “This is Mr.
Seifried, Brian. | am your friend. 1
can help you. Come outso | can talk
to you.”

Over and over | pleaded with
whatever it was to appear, to reach
out for my help.

The door was there, a mere eight
feetaway in the near-total darkness.
My voice sounded strong but gen-
tle. 1sensed (some would say imag-
ined) a dark figure inside, just on
the other side of the door.

“Brian,” | called quietly, “it's all
right. You were ill. You couldn't
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help yourself. Your death wasn't
your fault. Don't let it keep you
here. You are free to go. Let your-
self move on to your next life.”

| began praying aloud, asking
God to help Brian and to accept him
into the Kingdom of Heaven.

| don’t know what the men
thought. They could hear me be-
cause my voice had risen as my
determination increased.

After awhile, exhausted from the
strain of what | considered to be my
responsibility, | concluded with the
Lord's Prayer, blessed Brian and
asked him to leave with God. My
mission was concluded.

What, if anything, transpired
that night | do not know. The sulfur
was real. The icy blanket was as
vivid an experience as a brilliant
sunrise. 1 do know that no one ever
saw or felt the phantom again.
Neither did any more images of the
beast appear on the walls.

| hope that Brian is at peace — if
indeed it was he to whom | com-
municated that night.

LIGHTNING ANSWERS CALL
ROMINENT Louisiana attorney N. Graves Thomas stood up in his
new ski boat on Lake Bistineau, raised his hands heavenward and
proclaimed, “Here 1am.” Moments later a lightning bolt struck him dead.
According to United Press International, Graves and his friends were
preparing to water-ski despite heavy storms which had rumbled through
much of the state on Memorial Day 1987. But Associated Press reported
there was no thunder, lightning or sign of lightning before the killer bolt

struck.
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When | died | went to heaven, a place of breathtaking
beauty, but | wasn't yet ready to spend eternity there . ...

By Dominic P. Sondy

ii"'W'OU LEFT Us for about a

X minute and we really worked
to get you back,” Dr. Hennessey
said.

It was March 1954, about a
month after he and two other doc-
tors had performed emergency sur-
gery on me following discovery of a
gangrenous gall bladder. | was
severely dehydrated with an ex-
tremely high temperature and was
not given much chance to survive.

Since 1 was scheduled for emer-
gency exploratory surgery at 7:00
A.M., the priest from my church in
Roseville, Mich., a few miles from
my hospital room in Mount Clem-
ens, was called in to give me the last
rites of the Church. He was young
and 1 sensed he was uncomfortable
about what he had been asked to
do. | apologized for getting him out
of bed at two in the morning. He
seemed even more concerned about
my well-beingthan | was—and asa
34-year-old art teacher with two
small children and a wife, | was not
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exactly eager to leave my family to
shift for themselves.

The staffbusily prepared to begin
working on me. As the anaesthetic
entered my system, | was aware of
people moving around, the sounds
of equipment running and low-
pitched serious-sounding vioces.
The strong overhead lights were
aimed at me and through my pain |
was aware of my body’s desperate
struggle to live.

I suddenly had the weird feeling
that my eyes were leaving my head.
They seemed to rise toward the
ceiling. 1 looked down at my feet
and saw them covered by a green
sheet. | chose not to look at the rest
of me, fearing | had been opened
up. It appeared that | was on acart
in an empty room. 1 was no longer
aware of the doctors and staff or all
of the equipment that | had seen a
short time before.

Now my eyes went through the
ceiling. | expected to bump into the
heat ducts, plumbing and wiring
between floors. Instead | came to a
peaceful landscape, with green grass
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rolling on to blue cloudless sky. All
sense of time stopped. The pain
ceased, along with my desperate
fight to stay alive.

So this is what it's like to die, |
thought. Why do people fight it so
much?

As | gazed in wonder at the lovely
hills and the beautiful sky, a voice
spoke from above my head, to the
left and slightly behind me. | had no
idea who the speaker was but | was
afraid to turn around and find out.
His voice reminded me of Paul
Newman's but ofcourse I knew that
was ulous.

“Not so fast,” the speaker said.
“You can stay if you want to, but it
will be forever. You have ajob that
is not finished that you can go back
and complete if you want to or you
can stay. Yourtwo children will not
do well because of the influence of
your wife and her family. They will
be much better off if you go back.”

I was still looking at the land-
scape when it occurred to me that
there were no birds, trees or people.
It did not take long for me to make
my decision. In a moment | was
aware of the struggle to continue to
live as my eyes returned to my head.

*

«e

BOUT A month later | tried to
Alell Dr. McKinley, our family

physician, of my experience.
was terrified and refused to listen.
Other persons to whom | described
the experience told me | halluci-
nated or dreamed the event. Some
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even suggested that it was the effects
ofthe drugs | had been givenduring
the operation.

That was over 30 years ago. Since
then the subject of near-death expe-
riences has become well known and
many books, magazine articles and
television shows have dealt with it.
Now people are much more willing
to listen with an open mind.

Dr. Hennessey told me that in
desperation the doctors picked my
heart up and hand-massaged it after
pumping adrenalin through the
largest syringe they could find in the
operating room. It was all they
could do to bring me back. | never
told him about my experience but
he did say | was “dead” for about
one minute.

What did this experience teach
me? It made it clear to me that | had
apurpose and | carried it out to the
best of my ability. | not only con-
tinued to guide my children but
taught until my retirement five
years ago, believing | could help my
students to live better lives.

I have also become aware that all
religions relate to one God. People
of different faiths from mine have
beliefs as valid as my own. Heaven,
1 am certain, is interdenomination-
al. There is no one special church
that insures heaven for everyone.
H2ne must do the best one can to
help other people and this s all that
is expected.

One evening in 1985, as | sat in
my chair watching the 11 o'clock
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television news after an exhausting
day, | dozed off — only to struggle

to wake up as quickly as possible.

Again | felt my eyes leaving my
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head and going up and to the left.
Instinctively | pulled them back as

fast as | could.

| am not ready to leave just yet.

A GIANT MYSTERY
By Michael T. Shoemaker

IN NOVEMBER 1856 some la-

borers uncovered a giant human
skeleton while plowing Sheriff
Wickham'svineyard in East Wheel-
ing, Va. (now W. Va.). Wickham
and another lawman measured the
“much decayed" skeleton and the
impression it had left in the earth,
and they were “prepared to swear
that it was 10 feet nine inches in
length.” The bones were taken to
Wickham's office and put on dis-
play. The Wheeling Times’ report
of the discovery was reprinted in
the Alexandria Gazette and the
Richmond Enquirer on November
17 and 18 respectively.

On the 20th the Gazette reported
that “three bullets have been found
in the skull."Oddly, this caused the
paper to scoff at the supposed
antiquity ofthe bones, eventhough
the writer suggested that Wickham
may have planted the bullets “to
assist the great rush made to see the
bones.” This suggestion is at least
more logical than the idea that
such a giant could have existed in
historical times without being
known to the settlers.

The details in the case clearly
rule out a newspaper hoax, but we
must wonder whether Wickham
was a hoaxer. To carry out such a
fraud, he would have had to substi-
tute some large animal bones for

the lower limbs. But where would

he get the huge skull with jaws and
teeth “as large as those of a horse'?
Surely farmers know the difference
between ahorse’s skull and a human
skull.

No, Wickham does not appear

to have been a hoaxer. It is even

doubtful that he planted the “bul-
lets,” since he could hardly expect

to deceive anyone, unless his pur-

pose was to discredit the discovery.

These projectiles were notdescribed,

so they may not have been modern
bullets at all. Perhaps they were
lead or copper pellets.

A great many “giants” have been

found in the earthen mounds attrib-

uted to the Adena Indian culture.
One 7 1/2-foot specimen was even

found in South Charleston not far
from Wheeling. (See Jim Miles’

“Pygmies and nts,” March 1985
Fate.) But the size ofthe Wheeling

giant far exceeds the usual seven to
eight foot range. Indeed, it appears
to be the largestever reported from

North America. This size suggests

that it may not have been a man
afterall. Was it perhapsthe skeleton
of a Bigfoot killed by a slingshot?
We will probably never know. As

happens to many strange discov-

eries, no more reports appeared

and the final resting place of the
bones is unknown.






Once the capital of a mighty medieval empire, the city of
Vijayanagara, “City of Victory," exercises undeniable magic as one
of the outstanding archaeological sites of Hindu Asia.

By John M. Fritz, George Michell and
M.S. Nagaraja Rao
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ANY MILES away from the
beaten tourist track, deep in

buildings and masses of stone rub-
ble. Such remarkable remains testify
to the vast extent of the city, the
most completely preserved of any
medieval Hindu capital in India.
While earlier cities are well known
from historical references and iso-
lated monuments, almost nothing
can now be observed of their urban

the heart of south India’s rodkyouts, defense systems or palace

Deccan plateau, lie the remains of
the medieval city of Vijayanagara.
Once the capital ofa mighty empire
whose reputation spread through-
out Asia to Europe, Vijayanagara
was almost completely forgotten
outside India for almost four cen-
turies. Today Vijayanagara is once
more gaining international recogni-
tion — this time as one of the
outstanding archaeological sites of
Hindu Asia.

The effects of more than 400
years of pillage, neglect and erosion
are evident at Vijayanagara. Even
so, clearly visible are fortifications,
gateways, temples, shrines, pavil-
ions, stables and palaces as well as
countless unidentified collapsed

Medieval site of Vijayanagara boasts
some of the best-preserved archi-
tecture in India. This Islamic-style
octagonal watchtower guards the
approaches to one of the royal
center enclosures.
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complexes. Vijayanagara presents
unique opportunities for investi-
gating medieval urbanism as well as
the ways in which a Hindu dynastic
center functioned socially, economi-
cally and ritually.

Despite its devastation, the capi-
tal has become synonymous with
one of the most glorious eras of
Indian history. Today Vijayanagara
symbolizes the preservation oftradi-
tional Hindu society, culture and
religion. While clearing and con-
servation of Vijayanagara's monu-
ments began at the turn of the
century, it was only in the late
1970's that systematic archaeologi-
cal exploration was taken up. At
this time, under the direction of M.
S. Nagaraja Rao, the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India and the Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Museums
of the government of Karnataka
(the state in which the site is located)
took up excavating and initiated
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plans to make the site more acces-
sible to tourists and pilgrims.

IJAYANAGARA — which
means “City of Victory” in

FATE

and south. In fact, by the end of the
14th Century the rulers of the city
had gained dominion over all of
south India. Subordinate rulers
contributed men, arms and animals

Sanskrit — was established in th® the vast armies fielded by the

middle ofthe 14th Century at atime
when the Hindu kingdoms of penin-
sular India had been completely
disrupted by the incursions of Mus-
lim invaders. Vijayanagara quickly
became the most powerful political
force in the Deccan, fighting innu-
merable wars with both the Muslim
kingdoms established to the north
and the Hindu kingdoms to the east

Vijayanagara kings. Muslim mili-
tary techniques and Muslim mer-
cenaries, especially cavalry, contrib-
uted to the effectiveness of these
campaigns. By the early 16th Cen-
tury Portuguese gunners from Goa
were also employed.

For more than 200 years the
Vijayanagara rulers preserved their
city in the face of periodic sieges and

On the slopes of Hemakuta hill above the village of Hampi, stone shrines
dating to the 12th and 13th Centuries commemorate the spot where the
indigenous goddess Pampa was betrothed to the god Shiva.



The most impressive of all Islamic-influenced buildings in the royal center,
these stables housed the king's elephants used in ceremonies as well as on
campaigns. Each chamber is roofed with an elaborate dome.

internal conflicts. But in 1565 the
battle was finally lost, and their
capital was completely sacked by
the allied forces of five sultans. The
city was then abandoned and left to
the vicissitudes of weather and
looters seeking remnants of its
fabled wealth. The empire survived
this catastrophe and, despite their
shrinking territories, the Vijayana-
gara kings continued to influence
events in south India well into the
18th Century.

The city was founded by two
brothers native to the region, Hakka
and Bukka, sons of a petty chieftain
named Sangama. They chose a
wildly beautiful and spectacular
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location near the village of Hampi
on the south bank of the Tungab-
hadra River. This rocky valley had
long been celebrated as a sacred
site. Here were worshipped an
indigenous goddess named Pampa
— from which the village Hampi
takes its name — and her divine
consort, Virupaksha. Shrines and
images dating back to the Eighth
and Ninth Centuries at Hampi are
dedicated to these local cults. Itwas
only natural for Hakka and Bukka
to wish to ally themselves with a
local source of sacred power. On
Hemakuta hill overlooking Hampi,
these Vijayanagara kings established
their first royal center. They had the



Standing within the courtyard of the Vitthala temple is the stone chariot, a
replica of the actual chariots used in religious festivals.

hill fortified and from here they
embarked on military expeditions
throughout south India.
Considerable numbers of people
were attracted to Vijayanagara, not
only from all over south India but
even from the Muslim kingdoms to
the north. (Muslims were always
part ofthe city’s population as were
other non-Hindu groups like the
Jains.) The imperial guards em-
ployed large numbers of cavalry,
elephant riders, footmen and atten-
dants. The palace was filled with
ministers, advisers, record-keepers,
astrologers, entertainers, eunuchs,
women and attendants. Philoso-
phers, poets, musicians and artists
flocked to the court where they were
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richly patronized. Architects and
craftsmen were summoned to exe-
cute ambitious building projects.
Priests too collected in the city to
manage elaborate temple complexes
in which different deities were
venerated and where considerable
wealth was accumulated. Beyond
the city walls, a large population
provided essential goods and ser-
vices for the royal palace and militia.
Extensive hydraulic works in the
Vijayanagara region permitted in-
tensive agriculture to support the
ever-increasing number of inhabi-
tants, which probably surpassed
100,000 by the end of the 15th
Century.

At the height of its power —
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under the reigns of Krishnadeva
Rayaand Achyutadeva Raya in the
early decades of the 16th Century
—Vijayanagara was the largest and
wealthiest city in India. The power
and royal display of its emperors
were the envy of Muslim sultans
and lesser Hindu kings. To Euro-
pean travelers in the 15th and 16th
Centuries, the city seemed enormous
and magnificent.

According to these visitors, the
capital was well planned, with
stone-lined streets and roads regu-
larly laid out so that a brisk trade
was possible in the markets located
there. Domingo Paes, one of the

Monolithic sculpture
of Narasimha, the man-
lion incarnation of the
god Vishnu, stands in
the temple complex or
sacred center.

Portuguese traders, wrote of Vijay-
anagara: “This is one of the best
provided cities in the world, and it is
stocked with provisions. . . . The
streets and markets are full of laden
oxen without count.” Where did the
wealth come from? The fabled riches
in Vijayanagara’s treasury derived
from the spoils of war and the
agricultural prosperity of south
India. Items of trade were subject to
levies and land taxation was related
to irrigation.

Much of the revenue went to
support the sumptuous life-style of
the ruler and his court, public works
and the palace guards. Finance was
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also required for state rituals that
took place at the capital at the end
of the monsoon (September to
October). During the Mahanavami
festival — the most important
annual event at Vijayanagara — all
of the lesser rulers, governors and
military chiefs assembled in the
capital together with their various
retinues. Foreign delegates were also
encouraged to attend this festival of
which they have left vivid accounts.

The visitors witnessed rites in
which the king exchanged honors
with a deity (probably the goddess
Durgawho is noted for her ferocious
and warlike character) who conse-
crated the royal weapons and in-
signias. Taxes were paid to the king
who provided the visitors with
spectacular entertainments. For
nine days and nights, the palace was
crowded with processions of ele-
phants, horses, military formations,
women laden with jewels, and
countless attendants. There were
fireworks, mock battles and athletic
contests, notto mention continuous
banquets. Only after the conclusion
ofthe Mahanavami could the king,
together with his royal household
and army, depart from the capital.
He would spend several months
touring histerritories, often visiting
important temples and presenting
gifts. This was also the season for
war; most military campaigns were
conducted during these cool dry
months.
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O VISITOR to Vijayanagara

today can be unaffected by the

remarkable landscape in which th
city was situated. Surrounded by
rugged granite outcrops weathered
into gigantic boulders, the landscape
presents striking contrasts ofinhos-
pitable grandeur with rich irriga-
tion. These rocky hills and the river
afforded a set of natural barriers
which protected the large basin in
which the city and its suburbs were
located. Through the wildest part of
the site, to the north of the city,
flows the Tungabhadra River. Here
on limited areas of flatland are the
great temple complexes and numer-
ous smaller shrines that constitute
the sacred center of the city. Origi-
nally concentrated in and around
the village of Hampi — the ancient
holy spot — the sacred zone of the
site was gradually extended along
the south bank of the river, even
onto the rocky summits of nearby
ridges.

The great temple complexes,
particularly those dating from the
16th Century, are truly urban in
scale. Consisting of vast rectangular
compounds defined by high granite
walls, the temples are entered
through towered gateways. These
soaring pyramidal brick and plaster
constructions were the “skyscrapers”
of their day, sometimes reaching a
height of more than 150 feet. Such
towered entrances formed the focal
points of long wide streets, paved
with slabs and flanked by colon-
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wooden wheels and brightly colored
bamboo and cloth superstructures.
Pulled by pilgrims and other dev-
otees, the chariots were maneu-
vered up and down the streets to the
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excitement ofthe assembled crowds.
Such festivals still take place in the
Virupaksha temple at Hampi, the
only sacred complex at the site
where deities are still worshipped.

Within the walls of the great
temple complex, a principal sanctu-
ary housed a male deity such as
Virupaksha, Krishna, Vitthala or
Rama, all aspects of the Hindu gods
Shiva or Vishnu. Several open and
enclosed halls were axially aligned
with the sanctuary. Granite walls
and columns were provided with
niches and moldings were covered
with finely carved images of divi
ties and mythical beasts. Carved
processions of elephants and horses,
the latter sometimes led by foreign-
ers, were also found on temple
basements. Rising over the sanctu-
ary were brick and plaster towers
capped with hemispherical roofs.

A secondary shrine, essentially a
small version of the major shrine,
housed the female consort of the
god. Colonnades and freestanding
columned halls were provided for
various ritual activities, especially
singing, dancing and recitation of
sacred texts. Kitchens, storerooms,
wells and tanks were also included.
But perhaps the most remarkable
subsidiary structure is the stone
chariot standing within the court-
yard of the Vitthala temple. This
granite replica of an actual chariot
was used to enshrine an image of
Garuda, the eagle deity on which
the god Vishnu rides.
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Like the monastic establishments
of medieval Europe, the great temple
complexes at Vijayanagara were
economically powerful. Managing
large tracts of irrigated land, temple
committees also maintained the
tanks, channels and aqueducts neces-
sary for agriculture. Temples were
storehouses of grain as well as
treasuries where costly items such
as bullion, gold and silver were
collected. Temples even acted as
potential sources of finance for
kings during their frequent wars.

Today most of the sacred com-
plexes at Vijayanagara are aban-
doned. Evidence oftheir destruction
in 1565 is evident everywhere —
columns are smashed, towers fallen
and floor slabs ripped up in the
search for buried treasure. Nothing
remains ofthe votive images studded
with jewels and clothed in precious
silks, and the treasuries are empty.
Yet some temples have benefited
from the reestablishment of wor-
ship. Sanctuaries and halls have
been renovated and images of divin-
ites have been installed once again
within the sanctuaries. Similarly,
former temple lands have been
recultivated. With the aid of the
hydroelectric dam at Hospet to the
southwest and the subsequent con-
trol of the river, ancient canals and
aqueducts have been renovated. As
aresult, ruined temples today stand
on the edges of lush fields of sugar-
cane and groves of coconut and
banana trees.
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In the sacred center itself and
indeed throughout the capital, nu-
merous sacred images are carved
onto boulders. Most common are
representations ofthe monkey hero,
Hanuman, and the terrifying Virab-
hadra form of Shiva, complete with
weapons and human skulls. Some
of these sculptures are large-scale
compositions carved out of a single
granite outcrop. The most impres-
sive is a freestanding image (more
than 20 feet high) depicting Nara-
simha, the ferocious man-lion incar-
nation of Vishnu. Together with
shrines housing other religious
icons, these rock-cut images help
define the mythical “dimensions” of
Vijayanagara’s sacred center.

Immediately south of the sacred
center lies an irrigated valley which
separates the sacred center from
another zone of the city which we
call the urban core. Occupying land
that is partly bounded by rocky
ridges, the urban core incorporates
several broad valleys opening up to
the south and west. This zone is
easily distinguished since it is com-
pletely surrounded by a ring of
massive stone fortifications. The
natural terrain is also integrated
into the city’s defensive system. A
measure of the effectiveness of this
protection is illustrated by the fact
that Vijayanagara was never taken
by siege despite numerous attempts
by the Muslim armies.

The fortifications define an
approximately elliptical area —

about 2.5 miles along its southwest-
northeast axis — entered through
numerous gateways. These are heav-
ily defended with flanking bastions,
guardrooms and protective walls.
Most of the gateways employ tradi-
tional Indian constructions, with
corbelled lintels covering the gates.
Others display the impact of Islamic
techniques in the use of pointed
arches and domes. Such gateways
played an important role in both the
defense ofthe city and in the control
of movement of people and goods.
Taxes were levied here, and it is
possible that a network of spies
informed the king of all who came
and went. While the ancient roads
of the urban core have now almost
completely vanished, gateways can
still indicate the points of entry.
Within the urban core, such routes
are indicated by the alignments of
ruined structures. Most ofthe roads
lead in a radial fashion to a major
complex of enclosures at the south-
western end of the urban core. We
identify this complex as the royal
center of the capital, the seat of the
king and court. The royal center is
characterized by a number of irregu-
larly shaped, interlocking enclosures
defined by high tapering granite
walls. These walls display a remark-
able masonry technique in which
granite blocks of different shapes
are jointed without mortar.
o %
N OUR preliminary interpreta-
tion of the functions of the dif-
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ferent enclosures, we distinguish
two zones separated by a north-
south wall. This leads to the
Ramachandra temple complex in
the middle of the royal center. To
the east of this north-south axis is
the zone of royal performance, the
site of public and ritual activities of
the king. To the west is the zone of
royal residence where more private
activities of the king's household
took place and where women and
their attendants were accommo-
dated. Several large-scale ceremo-
nial structures are found within the
zone of royal performance. Particu-
larly impressive is a 100-columned
hall, probably for holding audience.
Today only the stone basement and
column footings remain; the gold-
covered wooden columns, as de-
scribed by the foreign visitors, have
long ago disappeared. Nearby is a
multitiered stone platform, the taper-
ing sides of which are completely
covered with shallow carvings depict-
ing the pursuits and symbols of
royal power.

All around, excavators of the
Archaeological Survey of India
have revealed numerous square and
rectangular columned halls, ruined
except for their raised subfloor plat-
forms and portions of their floors,
column bases and rubble walls. For
such features, we are not yet able to
provide any precise purpose, al-
though analysis of associated arti-
facts will provide clues. We specu-
late that these structures accom-
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modated those in the king's immedi-
ate service — his private guard,
scribes, advisers, attendants and
spies. Wells, tanks for bathing,
channels and aqueducts are evidence
of a complex hydraulic system.

Also located in this zone are the
stables, the most impressive of all
Islamic-influenced buildings in the
royal center. The stables consist ofa
long row of chambers, each roofed
with an elaborate dome. Here were
housed some of the royal elephants
used by the king for ceremonies at
the capital as well as on campaigns.
Drummers may have been seated in
the open pavilion above the central
chamber. The adjacent structure,
also displaying Islamic-influenced
arches and vaults, has a raised
arcade from which processions of
animals and soldiers could have
been viewed. Within an interior
court, athletic contests and mock
battles may have taken place.

The enclosure immediately west
of these military features had been
mistakenly identified as the abode
ofwomen. We propose that here the
king or military commander had his
headquarters. Dominating the area
is the basement of a large palace
structure; rising above the surround-
ing walls, watchtowers guard the
approaches. In the middle of the
enclosure is a two-storied pavilion
known, somewhat fancifully, as the
“Lotus Mahal.” Thiswell-preserved
courtly structure blends Islamic
influenced elements (multilobed



INDIA'S GREAT ABANDONED CITY

arches, vaults, plaster decoration)
with templelike features (molded
basement, overhanging eaves, pyra-
midal towers). Such apavilion func-
tioned, we believe, as a private
audience hall. In contrast, the near-
by structure with a masonry gabled
roof probably served as a treasury.

Quite different features were dis-
covered within the zone of royal
residence. Here excavators from the
government of Karnataka's Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Museums
are revealing the stone basements
and lower portions of residential
structures. These are characterized
by symmetrical plans, multiple
courts arranged on ascending levels
and one or more chambers at the
rear. Walls are made of rubble and
earth with elaborate piasterwork.
Traces of wood, metal, plaster and
tiles suggest materials used in the
columns and roofs. Almost all of
the artifacts recovered here are
earthenware fragments of vessels
used for cooking and storing. Stone
mortars, like those used today to
process rice and other grains, are
other common finds.

The important Ramachandra
temple in the middle of the royal
center, dating back to the early 15th
Century, probably served as a
chapel for a king. The temple is
contained within a rectangular en-
closure with high walls, the outer
surfaces carved with reliefs portray-
ing the activities of the Mahana-
vami. While the courtly character of
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these scenes is unmistakable, within
the temple compound the iconog-
raphy is more religious in character
and illustrates episodes from the
Ramayana epic. This mythical ac-
countofthe god Rama (also known
as Ramachandra) connects the
temple with the surrounding land-
scape. The gateways and doorways
ofthe complex are aligned with two
hills — Matanga to the north and
Malyavanta to the east. These holy
sites are associated with Rama’s
adventures in the region as he jour-
neyed southward in search of his
abducted wife Sita. In this way, the
mythological world, the landscape
through which Rama moved, is
linked to the world of the king, the
royal center in which the temple is
located. As the divine hero-king,
Rama served as a paradigm for
Hindu rulers. At Vijayanagara, this
relation was given concrete expres-
sion through the placement of the
principal buildings within the dif-
ferent zones of the city.
- * e
FTER ITS sack, Vijayanagara
lay abandoned and forgotten

for more than two centuries.

1800 Col. Colin Mackenzie, an
energetic antiquarian, visited the
site and sketched some of its ruins.
By the middle of the 19th Century,
the site attracted enthusiasts of
Indian history and architecture
including several early photogra-
phers. Recently more than 50
waxed-paper negatives dating from

n
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1856 were discovered in an attic in
Cornwall.

Although a few guidebooks to
Vijayanagara have been available
since early in thiscentury, the ruined
city received surprisingly little sys-
tematic attention from scholars. The
relatively recent date and the over-
whelming scale of Vijayanagara
seem to have been discouraging
factors. Perhaps also the rich con-
temporary literature describing the
city and its inhabitants suggested
that studies of the ruins were unnec-
essary. In 1976 Vijayanagara was
declared a site of national impor-
tance by the Indian governmentand
an excavation project was initiated.
This has brought to light many
features that add substantially to
our knowledge of the city and has
raised many questions that have yet
to be answered. For example, was
the large and finely shed tank
with stone stepped sides, discovered
virtually intact in 1985, possibly
used in ceremonies of royal corona-
tion? Most recently, under the
direction of M. S. Nagaraja Rao
and A. Sundara, two teams of
excavators have focused their clear-
ing work within the enclosures of
the royal center.

Such excavation programs are
accompanied by extensive conserva-
tion work that aims at rebuilding
collapsing walls and basements,
replacing cracked beams, repairing
damaged sculptures and consolidat-
ing excavated remains. This work
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goes hand-in-hand with analyses of
construction history. Overgrown
buildings on the periphery of the
site are being cleared of vegetation,
while other partly buried structures
and even roads are being revealed.
It is worth pointing out that such
conservation has been carried out at
Vijayanagara, although with inter-
ruptions, since the turn of the
century.

From 1980 onward, an interna-
tional team of scholars and students
under the direction of authors John
Fritz and George Michell has con-
tributed to research at Vijayanagara.
This team has developed a program
of “surface archaeology” in which
architects, surveyors and photogra-
phers document all remains visible
at the surface of the site. Beginning
in the royal center, this project has
expanded to encompass much of
the urban core. Inventories of
archaeological and architectural
data are currently being compiled
and an elaborate mapping system
has been devised to designate fea-
tures. The project has also been
concerned with “‘socio-ceramics.”
Analyses by Carla Sinopoli of the
University of Michigan of the forms
and spatial distributions of pottery
vessels are helping us to understand
the economic and social life of the
capital.

This site work is accompanied by
research on the written record ofthe
city. More than 200 inscriptions are
incised onto monuments and natural
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boulders at Vijayanagara. These
epigraphs mostly record donations
of money or land to temple deities
but also provide information on
dynastic history, military expedi-
tions and legal and property mat-
ters. Indian archaeologists periodi-
cally discover new inscriptions
which are gradually being translated
into English and published. Also of
great importance is the rich literary
heritage of the period, much of itin
south Indian languages such as
Kannada and Telugu.

For those of us involved with
fieldwork at Vijayanagara, an in-
creased understanding of the form
and function ofthis city dependson
both archaeological and historical
data. The use of these sources —
each incomplete without the other
— characterizes medieval archaeo-
logical projects, whether in Europe,
the Islamic Middle East or Hindu
India. Correlating archaeological

and historical material vastly ex-
pands our understanding of the
development of Vijayanagara and
its relation to the evolving state. In
fact, no other non-Muslim capital
in India provides such rich oppor-
tunities for research. Here we may
investigate important social and
economic problems, cultural and
artistic matters and broader ques-
tions about Hindu India’s ritual and
symbolism.

While our investigation is still in
its early stages, we believe it has
already established the outstanding
importance of Vijayanagara as an
archaeological site. One measure of
estimating the success of our various
projects is the increasing number of
scholars and students, from both
Indiaand abroad, who are attracted
to Vijayanagara. Meanwhile the site
itself exercises its undeniable magic
on all visitors, whether they be
travelers or devout pilgrims.

THE RAM WHO CAME FOR COFFEE

USTOMERS in an English
restaurant who were showered
with glass after a deafening crash
found themselves staring at a run-
away ram. They were shocked but
the ram was calm, lapping coffee
from a cup still held in one cus-
tomer's shaking hand.
The animal had escaped from
Huntley Gate Farm near Preston,
Lancashire, and was chased by

farmhands for aquarter ofamile in-
to the grounds of the restaurant —
which was named, by the way, the
Broken Ram. There the cornered
ram caught a glimpse of its reflec-
tion in the window and charged.

The broken window trapped the
animal and freeing him took about
a half hour of pushing from the
inside with farmhands pulling from
the outside.



Channeling . . .
UJhat Comes Through

When does a channeled message make sense
and when doesn't it? Here’s how you can tell the difference.

By Mark Wallek

HANNELING is seductive.
Speaking with a dead person
can be a real thrill, especially if the
dead person claims to be an enlight-
ened master. There are seemingly
credible accounts in the literature of
psychical research in which a being
without a body assumes temporary
control over someone to deliver
information not otherwise avail-
able. In many cases in which chan-
neling is claimed, however, 1 believe
we are seeing either a case of mul-
tiple personality or a mild form of
psychosis which is seldom harmful.
‘When so many people claim to be
channels for these megabeings, it
becomes important to understand
what constitutes legitimate channel-
ing and how you can determine the
authenticity of what you are wit-
nessing. This article discusses the
different types of channels, evalu-
ates the channeled information and
suggests questions the reader will
find useful in coming to his own
conclusions.
| have no doubt that amazing
phenomena are sometimes demon-
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strated during channeling. Empiri-
cal sciences have not been able to
validate these phenomena but this is
not a problem for me. | seriously
doubt we will ever explain channel-
ingexclusively in scientific terms. It
takes what Immanuel Kant called a
“leap offaith” anchored in an open,
discriminating mind to better under-
stand what channeling is and why it
occurs.

If we can suspend prejudiced be-
liefs (i.e., “all channels are fakes”)
without throwing out our ability to
discriminate and to make choices,
we can use the channels and the
information they provide for realis-
tic, life-enhancing help or we can
chuck the whole thing.

1 always pay particular attention
to the quality of the information a
channel discloses. | ask, “Does the
content of the communication have
clear, direct value for me?” The
show the channel provides is an
unimportant distraction. 1 often feel
1 am witnessing a part of the chan-
nel's awareness expressing itself
rather than interacting with a being
who is not the channel. If the con-
tent is incisive, intelligent and use-



fui, | don't care if there’s a separate
entity or not. Ownership of his
fuller selfis the individual channel’s
problem. It becomes an issue for me
only if this split has a significantly
negative effect on the clarity and
neutrality of the channel in his
“altered” state.

The term “channeling” refers to
one of three separate processes.

First, there is conscious channel-
ing in which the individual channel
is fully conscious of what he is
saying. Conscious channelsfall into
two basic groups: accountable and
unaccountable.

Accountable channels know the
source of the information is coming
from a part of themselves not nor-
mally given a voice. Unaccountable
channels attribute the insights, be-
liefs and creations to something
other than themselves. They do not
take responsibility for originating
the information.

The other two types of channeling
are often indistinguishable from
each other. The differences between
trance channeling and trance medi-
umship are profound but also diffi-
cult to grasp by those unfamiliar
with channeling. While a trance
channel’sego is passive but remains
within the physical body and brain,
the medium’s ego is totally dis-
placed. In residence instead is the
identity of a life other than the
channel. In instances of genuine
mediumship no possibility exists of
interference by the channel’s con-
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whose work is devoted entirely to
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and his wife Lynn Moore live in
Portland, Oreg.

scious or unconscious mind. In-
stances of multiple personality also
fall into this category. To my mind
the finest modern example of medi-
umship was the relationship be-
tween Jane Roberts and Seth.

The difference between the types
of channeling is important. A true
medium will be able to maintain a
continuity of character and content
without interference from his own
personality. A good trance channel
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can do the same thing when he is
channeling an entity. If he is not a
good channel or if he is fraudulent,
there will be observable inconsis-
tencies in the character supposedly
in residence. The content of the
allegedly channeled information
will be biased and strained. An
honest channel is open to his own
limitations; a questionable one
covers his tracks with more “wis-
dom.”

Unfortunately, more often than
not this kind of dishonesty occurs
and you end up paying cash for the
learning experience. My own expe-
rience is that good channels and
useful information are exceptions
to the rule. Disappointment runs
high among individuals who give
themselves over to the instruction
of a “transcendent being.” Many
people cut their metaphysical teeth
on experiences with channels.

1 once saw a great demonstration
of billet reading at a little Spiritu-
alist church in Marin County, Cali-
fornia. (In billet reading the practi-
tioner is blindfolded.) Everyone
attending the “service” wrote some-
thing on a piece of paper and sealed
itin anenvelope. | drew acircle with
adot, asymbol with personal mean-
ing, and passed it forward. My
envelope was selected.

“Mark,” the tightly blindfolded
minister said although my name
was not on the envelope, “you are in
row three, seat four, left side.” Cor-
rect. “Why don’t you have a motor-
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cycle yet? Well, don't worry. You'll
get one.”

True enough, I'd always wanted
one — but not that much. | still
don’'t have one and I'm not worried
aboutit. The show cost $20 — cheap
by today’s standards.

A happier experience occurred
when achannel filled in some blanks
in my own spiritual awareness. He
called my attention to an option |
had not seen before. It was not one
provided by therapy, meditation or
advice from people in my life. This
information, while abstract, was
useful in that it allowed me to
broaden my perspective, which |
feel is the single most useful thing a
channel can facilitate.

o x

HEN | SEE a channeled en-

ity acting like an infinitely

wise advice columnist, | am i
tated. | don't think we need to speak
with adisembodied Ann Landers. If
they are entities at all (and usually
they are not), they are not highly
developed ones or they would en-
gage us in our process of opening up
and not just offer sage explana-
tions. Genuine love, which many of
these “transcendent beings” claim
they emanate, carries no sentimen-
tality and offers no Band-Aid solu-
tions.

What passes for unconditional
love on the entity's part is little
different in its effect on the seeker
than an indiscriminate dose of val-
ium. Itis much safer to feel uncon-
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ditionally loved by someone who
will never really be present to share
itwith us. Some of us need this kind
ofsafety in the process of beginning
to open up to fuller life experience,
but most of us are just indulging
ourselves and playing itsafe. It'stoo
dangerous to truly love another
human being and to be loved in
return. Too much obligation. Too
much vulnerability.

A channel who does not look to
the motives behind the seeker’s
questions is not serving his client
(who may be best served by not
being a client at all).

Many entities claim to be beyond
ego. | have never met one who was,
although I've heard the statement
often. | don't mind ego in my en-
tities. What | do mind is being told
they are without ego. If they were,
they would not speak through the
channel in the first place. Of the
channels and entities | have looked
at, only Seth has been truly candid
and honest about his own level of
spiritual development and the con-
dition of his own ego.

| don't like being told by anentity
| am a limitless being. | don't buy it.
It reminds me of someone who is
trying to act as if he doesn't smell
something that stinks. We do have
limits. Period. The good news is
that we can grow beyond them if we
first know how to live with them.
Limits are not the enemy. Rather it
is the simplistic beliefin our ability
to live totally without those limits

now that trips most people up. Itis
in our relationships with fellow
human beings that we learn about
self-acceptance and grow beyond
our current limitations. After years
of taking the advice of channeled
beings, people begin to realize, |
have noticed, that change iswrought
through interactions with other
corporeal souls, not incorporeal
ones. No being without a body can
do for us what another human can
but in the glamour of phenomenal
display it is something we often
forget.

Working through resistance is
something we all must do. Experi-
encing resistance is as much a part
of life in the body as needing to eat
or breathe. An entity knows noth-
ing about resistance because he has
no physical anchor point of his
own. When a change in our lives is
necessary, a good partner, friend,
therapist or counselor is better than
any entity, however wise it appears.

For the entity change is as simple
as changing a thought. This is not
true forus but we like to believe itis.
We humans must work with physi-
cal bodies which have emotional
feelings. We must experience the
stresses of change. We must take
concrete actions to create change
and this takes time. For humans,
changing the thought is only the
first step in the process of changing
our lives.

Prediction on demand never
proves to be statistically significant.
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Fantastic claims are often made for
accuracy. I've found that accurate
predictions are usually spontaneous
and come into conscious awareness
like uncontrolled intrusions. When
one makes predictions with con-
scious intent, the level of accuracy is
significantly reduced.

Some years back Benjamin Creme
proclaimed the return of Christ
over the VHF airwaves. I'm still
waiting for his show and for the
annually promised landings of
spacefolk who will save our rear
ends if we can’tdo itourselves. This
kind of prediction panders to our
primal fear of being alone. (Freud'’s
opinion was that the greatest cause
of psychological dysfunction was
the fear of finding out who we truly
are.) Even for the well-intentioned
channel, as | believe Creme was,
there is no excuse for feeding on the
hopes of people who suspend dis-
crimination to support a movement
that promises to make their dreams
come true. It makes more sense to
think of Christ’s reappearing in the
quality of unconditional love we
share as human beings. Humanity
may need a teacher but we do not
need (nor will we get) a nursemaid.

* ok x

HE MOST troubling thing |
confront is the issue of predict-
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Her version ofthe coming cataclysm
is the same as all other predictions
except that it manages to save her
personal real estate. It's sad that so
many people not only believe but
make life-changing decisions based
on these kinds of predictions.

Aside from being a way of making
money from people’s fear of the
unknown, the prediction of future
events is a pointless exercise, in my
opinion. | think that when achannel
starts pumping out predictions (es-
pecially of disaster) | am witnessing
a play for power, an attempt to
capture and hold the audience (if
only through fear). Inevitably the
faithful rebel and are often left
feeling more profoundly the vacuum
they tried to have the channel fill. |
personally would demand more
from the person who puts himselfin
a position of authority.

I always ask these questions of
myself:

Does the experience feel con-
trived? How much does the “show”
act as a cover for lack of substance?
What claims are being made? Do
they make sense? Am 1 being talked
with, at or down to? How specific is
the information? Can 1 really use
what is being offered? Does the
experience broaden my perspective
without pandering to my personal

ing world events, particularly disiopes and fears?

asters. J. Z. Knight, acting as
Ramtha, says the west coast is
threatened with earth changes and
that the Mount Rainier area is safe.

When I've been to a channel, |
ask in retrospect:

Am 1 satisfied with the experi-
ence? Was it worth the money |
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paid? How am | going to use this
information now?

How we determine value and
validity is subjective. What 1 believe
to be fraudulent you may feel cer-
tain is legitimate. It is still impos-
sible for us to arrive at a collective
definition of what is truth.

Whatever your position on this
issue, it is your responsibility to
exercise discrimination. Do not let
yourselfbe midated or surrender
your personal identity to any prac-
titioner of the metaphysical arts.
Channels are people too, with
human qualities and imperfections.
Some will gladly take away your
in ive when you offer. Be wary
of the person who advertises super-
human abilities. Even after 13 years
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as a professional psychic observing
different channels | am sure | have
only scratched the surface of what's
out there. My own experience tells
me there are a few individuals who
are not only legitimate but highly
useful as well.

Be certain about what you want
from the experience. Be willing to
ask more of the facilitator if what
you want is not forthcoming. You
may find what you thought you
wanted is not what you needed.
Interact with the facilitator and
think about what you hear. The
information must ultimately make
sense to your rational mind. It must
feel right and it must support clear
insight and inspire necessary action.
Blind trust is just that: blind.

MRS. CLEMENS’ PSYCHIC HEALER
By Harold Satterfield

N HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Mark Twain tells of his wife’s
experience with a psychic healer.
When she was a girl of 16, the
future Mrs. Clemens, Olivia Lang-
don, suffered an injury when she
slipped on some ice. She was left
unable to sit up or walk without
severe discomfort.

In desperation the family con-
sulted a Dr. Newton who was wide-
ly regarded as aquack. Dr. Newton
took the injured girl in his arms
and suddenly she was able to situp
and walk a few steps without the
discomfort she had experienced

earlier. The doctor predicted she
would never be entirely well but
she would be able to walk a few
hundred yards without fatigue.
This proved true.

Later Twain questioned Dr.
Newton about how his power
worked and the doctor confessed
he was not sure. He theorized that
he was able to heal through an
electrical energy that issued from
his body.

The future Mrs. Samuel Clemens
owed her regained mobility to a
“guack™ doctor who could not ex-
plain how he accomplished hiscure.



Springhill in Moneymore, County Londonderry, Northern Ireland, has been
taken into protective custody by the National Trust, guardian of home
and gardens for the British people. It served as a family home until 1957.

One cannot call Springhill a haunted house because
that term misinterprets the welcoming atmosphere of itssunlit rooms.

By. Sheila St. Clair

Photographs by kind permission of The National Trust
(United Kingdom and Ireland)

EAR THE small village of
J\I Moneymore, County London-

lerry, Northern lIreland, stands a
friendly, welcoming house. At the
risk of sounding sentimental, | must
confess to having fallen hopelessly
in love with this 17th-Century fam-
ily home over 20 years ago, when |
first laid eyes on it. It stands amid
quiet green acres and one breathes
air that is heavy with the scent of
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honeysuckle and old roses and feels
a sense of home and history lov-
ingly intertwined.

The National Trust, the guardian
of homes and gardens for the Brit-
ish people, has taken Springhill,
Moneymore, into protective cus-
tody. The house and grounds have
been sympathetically restored to
their former glory — and it is still a
home, housing the custodian ap-



pointed by the Trust. Over the past
20 years hundreds of visitors have
climbed the broad flight of stone
steps up to the great front door and,
having entered, stepped back in
time to a more gracious and lei-
surely age.

Originally the home of the
Conynghams who came from Scot-
land in the reign King James I, the
house has experienced all the tur-
moil and strife of troubled Ireland
and has emerged a little scarred
here and there, to act as a perpetual
reminder of the men and women
who built the province of Ulster.
The family later to be the Lenox-

Conynghams lived in the house
until 1957, when it passed into the
care of the Trust.

It is an attractive white-wailed
house, with spreading wings over
which large copper beeches stand
sentinel. Close to the house are the
signs ofthe self-sufficiency ofother
days, laundry, slaughterhouse and
great barn. In the walled garden
beyond are the famous McCartney
roses named after Lord McCart-
ney, envoy to the Imperial Court in
Peking in the 18th Century, and
fromthe herb garden driftthe scents
of lavender and rosemary.

The interior of the house bears

Most of the gentle ghostly manifestations center on the Blue Bedroom
where, in 1816, George Lenox-Conyngham shot himself, although not until
16 years later were there any records of hauntings within the house.
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The interior of Springhill bears the stamp of family occupation over the
centuries: well-thumbed books in this library, a nursery full of toys and
family photographs and other rooms full of period furniture.

the stamp of family occupation over
the centuries: well-thumbed books
inthe library, a nursery full oftoys,
Victorian sofas and family photo-
graphs. Itis precisely because it is a
family house that the tapestry ofthe
life woven within it has its light and
dark patternings. One cannot call
Springhill a “haunted house” be-
cause that would be to misinterpret
the atmosphere of those sunlit
rooms and quiet gardens, but there
are those whosstill inhabit this house
and whose unseen presence will
touch you lightly on the shoulder as
you linger on the staircase or turn
away from a bedroom window.
Although Springhill has been a
family home for over 300 years, it

was not until 1832 that there were
any records of hauntings within the
house. The event on which most of
the manifestations seem to pivot
was the death in 1816 of George
Lenox-Conyngham who shot him-
self in the Blue Bedroom. His wife
Olivia’'s austere comment, written
in the family Bible, may give some
indication of the deep shock and
bewilderment that this tragedy
evoked:

George Lenox-Conyngham being in
a melancholy state of mind for many
months prior, put an end to his exis-
tence with a pistol shot. He lingered
from the 20 November 1816 to the 22nd,
and died, thanks to the Almighty God,
atruly penitent Christian. He was inthe
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64th year of his age.. ..

Olivia followed her husband to
the grave 16 years later in 1832 and
the first known paranormal events
date from that time. The Hon.
Andrew Stuart, the unhappy
George's son-in-law, slept in the
Blue Bedroom after the suicide and
often found that during the night
his clothes and belongings had
transported themselves from one
chair to another — an occurrence
that did nothing for that gentle-
man's peace of mind!

Later, in the 1880's, a visitor to
the house, a Miss Wilson, also had
an unnerving experience. She had
been chatting with Mi the elder
daughter ofthe house, in the Cedar
Room, a room halfway up the main
staircase and below the gallery that
led to the Blue Bedroom. When it
got late, the two girls separated to
go to their own rooms. Millie went
to her room on the upper floor,
while Miss Wilson prepared to re-
tire in the Cedar Room. As she was
about to get into bed, she realized
Millie had left her diary on a chair
and she decided to return it to her.

The stairs by now were lit by a
brilliant moon and in the light of
that moon streaming in through the
landing window, Miss Wilson saw
the apparition of a woman on the
upper landing. The woman ap-
peared distressed, throwing her
hands up into the air and hurrying
to the door of the Blue Bedroom,

where to Miss Wilson’s consterna-
tion she simply vanished.

This apparition has been seen on
several occasions in the gallery,
once it is said after the house was
taken over by the National Trust.
Some generations later she was seen
by two small boys of the house as
they lay in bed in the Blue Bed-
room. They didn’t seem especially
concerned as they told their nurse
of “the lady who stands by the fire-
place” and with whom they seemed
to be on conversational terms.

Aneven more curious manifesta-
tion took place in the Blue Bed-
room in the last decade of the 19th
Century. A Miss Hamilton who
was visiting Springhill was given
the Blue Room for her guest cham-
ber. One morning she arrived for
breakfast looking decidedly pale
and wan. When her hostess Char-
lotte Lenox-Conyngham asked
what was wrong, she gave the fol-
lowing explanation:

| had gone to bed in the Great Four
Poster and the fire had died down and |
had begun to be drowsy, when it sud-
denly seemed that the room was full of
excited people — servants | thought —
who were pushing and wrangling in
whispers. | felt overcome by fear, but
just then 1 heard a clicking sound
behind me, as though a door had been
opened, and then a light shone at my
back, and someone seemed to come
through this light and stilled the com-
motion, so that all fear left me, and
after a while 1 fell asleep....
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Miss Hamilton had referred to a
door where there was none, at the
back of the bed, but her hostess
looked thoughtful. “But there is a
door,” she said. “It is hidden by the
tester of the bed and it has been
papered over for quite a long time.”

Thisdoor in fact was opened dur-
ing the occupation of the house's
last owner who found inside asmall
powder closet, with a bricked-up
fireplace, a pair of gloves and a
small bag of bullets. Could the
“great commotion” have been the
inevitable outcry that may have fol-
lowed the shot thateventually killed
George Lenox-Conyngham?

Another occasional occupant of
the Blue Bedroom is a “man in a
black cloak.” It is interesting to
note that while the female appari-
tion arouses no dread, the children
who had seen the man in black did
not care for him in the slightest.

Most people believe that the fe-
male apparition is that of Olivia
Lenox-Conyngham. According to
reports, she haunts the nursery and
her apparition has been seen too at
the foot of the main stairs on one
occasion. One wonders why it is the
wife and not the suicide victim him-
selfwho haunts the Blue Bedroom.
Recently | was given a possible
explanation.

A medical friend of the present
custodian, a man interested in the
paranormal, suggested that when
such a tragic event as suicide takes
place, many people close to the vic-
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tim may harbor guilty feelings
about their own “sins of omission.”
So perhaps because of these regrets
about “what might have been,”
those people are far more likely to
haunt the scene of the tragedy than
the victim himself.

But the lady who haunts the
nursery is more caring than guilt-
ridden. In the early 1900’s, during
the residence of Col. William
Arbuthnot Lenox-Conyngham and
his family, the children’s nurse told
this story. She said that she had
seen — so she thought — the mis-
tress of the house, Mrs. Conyng-
ham, come into the nursery in the
early dawn and stand ateach ofthe
children’s beds. When the nurse
turned up the lamp to speak to Mrs.
Conyngham, however, the figure
hurried away. The same event was
repeated some weeks later. In fact,
as Mrs. Conyngham knew well, it
was not she who bent so watchfully
over the sleeping children. It is
known that the same Olivia who
had witnessed her husband's suicide
had also nursed all her children
through the dreaded smallpox.
Perhaps it was her spirit that came
to watch over those great-great-
grandchildren.

1 have my own story of Spring-
hill. One afternoon as | was stand-
ing in the Cedar Room, aroom that
now houses the children’s toys from
long ago, | heard a woman's foot-
steps on the stairs outside. They
stopped at the door of the room.
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Then the door swung softly back
and as | watched, the heavy oak
cradle at the window began to rock.

Sometime previous to this, a
workman repairing the roof heard
footsteps on the stairs of what he
understood was an empty house.
Others too have their own stories to
tell of Springhill.

As for me, | preferto think ofthis

lovely and gracious house as ahome
that likes to be visited. As one
wanders through the sunlit rooms,
one can be forgiven for imagining
that one hears the distant laughter
of children at play or the sound of
women going about their house-
hold tasks — and that memory, for
a moment, holds the door to the
past ajar.

HELLO, | AM YOUR MEDICAL COMPUTER
By George W. Earley

ALKING TO (or swearing at)

machinery has been a human
behavior trait for generations. But
machines (particularly robots and
computers) that actually react to
the spoken word have primarily
been science-fiction devices. Re-
member the scene in Star Trek /V
when Scotty futilely tried totalk to
a simple 20th-Century computer?
A few years from now that scene
may not be science fiction.

Design News recently reported,
“IBM researchers at the Watson
Research Center, Yorktown
Heights, N.Y., have come up with
a PC [personal computerj-based
speech recognition system with a
vocabulary of 20,000 words —
about 97 percent of the words a
speaker is likely to use in normal
business.”

The system is still experimental,
says IBM's Dr. Gerald Present,
and requires the computer user to
speak slowly and distinctly and to
“train” the computer by reading a
special document to it. “Listening”

to the speaker read the document
enables the computer to learn and
memorize the speaker's speech pat-
terns. Your personal computer
would be avery personal computer
indeed if it responded only to your
voice.

Initially, while such voice-recog-
nizing computers would be ideal
secretaries, | believe that once the
personal-speech-recognition-pat-
tern stumbling block is overcome,
the possibilities are nearly limit-
less.

Once programmed, all knowl-
edge in any field would be acces-
sible to virtually anyone. Imagine,
forexample, acomputer that could
listen to your medical symptoms
and compare them against a mem-
ory bank more extensive and more
easily accessible than human
memory. Diagnosis would then be
based on the near-totality of med-
ical knowledge as opposed to what
one or two overworked doctors
know. Tomorrow may be closer
than we thought.




BY AAMURDER VTCTIM

The authorities ruled his death a suicide but the
dead man who spoke through a young girl demanded justice.

By Paola Giovetti

iuseppe verardi was
Gonly 19 years old when he was
killed. On February 13, 1936, his
body was found under a bridge
which stretched across a deep gully
separating the small towns of Siano

and Catanzano in Italy.

The body was clad only in under-
garments. The rest of Giuseppi's
clothes were scattered close by. The
youth lay face downwards and sev-
eral abrasions, including a broken

Maria Talarico did not
know murder victim;
yetduring her "posses-
sion" she mentioned
intimate details of his
life and death and her
handwriting even
matched his.
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clavicle, were evident. The experts
who examined the body ultimately
concluded that Giuseppe had died
of a skull fracture.

These same authorities later dis-
covered that on the night of the
incident Giuseppe had been out
drinking with four friends. He left
the Siano tavern after imbibing a
great deal of wine. The investigators
deduced that his death was probably
de — aconclusionthe youth’s
family and friends rejected. They
doubted that a fall from a 30-foot
bridge would have resulted in so few
injuries. The injuries and the man-
ner in which the body was posi-
tioned suggested to them that
Giuseppe was murdered — perhaps
somewhere else, then brought under
the bridge to encourage the belief
that this was a case of suicide.

Three years later, on January 5,
1939, the puzzling death of Giuseppe
Verardi would again come to public
attention, this time with a remark-
able twist.

Maria Talarico was a 17-year-old
resident of Siano. Known as a sane,
gentle and intelligent girl, she had
known neither Giuseppe nor his
family and took little interest in the
case when the youth was Kkilled.
(She had been 14 at the time and the
incident probably made no partic-
ular impression on her.) In 1939 she
was engaged to be married.

On that fateful January day she
was crossing the bridge with her
grandmother when she suffered a
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strange fit. Upon reaching a certain
point she suddenly stopped and felt
a crippling pain in her knees, then
collapsed to the ground. With the
help ofa passerby, Mariawas taken
back home by her grandmother.
The girl continued to suffer from
the effects of the episode and kept
calling for her mother who was
working in Catanzano. As soon as
she was informed of the situation,
the older woman rushed home —to
hear an unexpected greeting.

“You are not my mother!" the girl
shouted. “You are the owner of this
house. My mother’'s name is Cater-
ina and | am Giuseppe. Go and tell
her to come and see her unhappy
son.”

The voice, not at all like Maria’s,
spoke with a strong masculine in-
tonation. The news raced through
the village that the spirit of Giuseppe
Verardi was possessing Maria and
soon the residents were flocking to
see the girl. “Giuseppe,” now speak-
ing regularly through Maria, related
to the crowd the events that led to
his death. He claimed he was a
victim of murder, not suicide.

Maria’s mother did not know the
Verardi family but she decided to
seek out Giuseppe's mother. She
was initially unsuccessful but “Giu-
seppe” expressed the hope that he
would be reunited with her. He even
wrote his mother a short note using
Maria’s hand and wanted Mrs.
Talarico to deliver it for him. The
local police compared it to Giuseppe



Body of Giuseppe Verdi was found
under bridge separating two Italian
villages. The young man'’s alleged
spirit return led investigators to
reconsidertheir original conclusions
and to ascribe death to murder.
Absence of witnesses made prose-
cution impossible.

Verardi’s earthly handwriting. In
their opinion the two penmanship
styles were identical.
*x e

URING THIS strange se-

quence of events the apparent

spirit of Giuseppe continued to con-
trol Maria. That evening, while still
residing in the Talarico household,
“Giuseppe” seemed to reenact the
night of his death.

The townsfolk were still invading
the house and “Giuseppe” selected
at random four men and invited
them to play cards and drink with
him. “Giuseppe” refused to call
them by their real names. He called
them by the names of the four
friends with whom he was drinking
the night of his death: Toto, Abele,
Rosario and Damiano. Although
Maria seldom drank more than a
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single glass of wine with her meals,
“Giuseppe” drank glass after glass.
Finally the spirit possessing the girl
sternly told the four card players,
“That night you let me get drunk
adding salt, sugar and poppy to my
wine. Do it now as well.”

After making this abrupt speech
“Giuseppe” placed salt and sugar in
the wine and drank until he threw
up. Then the spirit seemed to be
reenacting a fight.

“Abele, Toto, please stop!” he
cried. “Let me go, do not beat me!
Help! They are killing me under the
bridge!”

Only later that night did “Giu-
seppe” settle down, falling asleep
while holding and kissing a photo-
graph of his sister.

Mrs. Verardi visited the house at
seven o’clock the next morning, but
her arrival came as little surprise to
“Giuseppe.” The spirit already knew
she was making the trip and even
announced it to everybody present.
When he finally saw Mrs. Verardi,
he ran to her and embraced her. He
called her “Mama” and kissed her
repeatedly.

“Giuseppe” once again insisted
that he had not committed suicide
but was murdered. He correctly
described the injuries authorities
had found on his earthly body.
Nobody heard his cries for help, the
entity complained. “Giuseppe” ac-
curately reported the present where-
abouts of the perpetrators, inform-
ing the crowd that one had died in

the hospital (which was true of
Abele) and that another was cur-
rently in Africa (true for Toto).
Next he said that Damiani was
coming to the house. This was true,
but when the accused man arrived,
“Giuseppe” merely looked at him
coldly and ordered him to leave.

By this time “Giuseppe” had been
possessing Maria for more than a
day and during this time he spon-
taneously recognized several per-
sons in the crowd, including his
brothers. He also recognized some
former friends and recounted inci-
dents from their mutual past.

Maria’'s own mother, concerned
for her daughter, asked Caterina
Talarico to return home and pray to
Giuseppe to release her daughter.
Mrs. Verardi agreed to the request
and “Giuseppe” eventually capitu-
lated.

“I must go under the bridge,” he
said, “and 1 want with me only four
men.”

“Giuseppe” chose four persons
from the crowd, left Mrs. Talarico’s
house and walked, masculine fash-
ion, in the direction of the bridge.
When she finally reached the bridge,
she took offsome of her clothes and
placed herself in the exact position
in which Giuseppe’s body was found
in 1936. She remained in that posi-
tion for a few minutes, then awak-
ened as if from a deep sleep. As she
gotto her feet she asked the amazed
onlookers why she was there.

Maria was obviously back in
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charge of her body but she recalled
nothing of the previous events. She
was again the shy, quiet and gentle
girl she had been.

HE CASE caused a stir in the

Italian press in 1939. A report
on the case (including documenta-
tion) originally appeared in Luce e
Ombra, one of Italy’s leading psy-
chic journals, that same year. Sub-
sequently the late Ernesto Bozzano,
aprominent parapsychologist, stud-
ied the case and in 1940 wrote a
monograph on it.

Fortunately some of the individ-
uals who witnessed the events first-
hand still live in Italy. | recently met
one ofthem. Dr. Pericle Assennato,
now a retired magistrate. He was
working near Catanzano when the
apparent possession took place. He
even worked with the commission
of physicians who first examined
Maria Talarico. He confirmed the
accuracy of the story as | have
described it in this article, adding
some additional details. For in-
stance, he told me the following
story concerning a young brigadier
named Guglielmo Sita:

It seems that Sita went to the
Talarico home to see the possessed
Maria, and “Giuseppe” spontane-
ously recognized the youth, correct-
ly saying that they spoke the night
of his own death. There was an even
eerier side to the conversation.
Giuseppe’s jaw and teeth were
broken when he died and Sita
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claimed he heard Maria’s own jaw
creaking, as if broken, when they
spoke. Sitatold Dr. Assennato that
he entered the house skeptical and
left it terrified.

Assennato also told me that a
second inquest was held into
Giuseppe's death after the episode.
This time the city authorities re-
versed their earlier opinion and
ascribed his death to murder. Al-
though “Giuseppe” had named his
murderers, the inquest concluded
that the crime was committed by
persons unknown — a reasonable
conclusion since there were no living
witnesses to the crime. Nobody
profited from Giuseppe's death and
even the motivation for the killing
was left unexplained by the restless
spirit. Assennato suspects that the
murder came about when adrunken
argument raged out of control.

When | asked Assennato to elab-
orate on his personal conclusions,
he responded cautiously.

“There are two possible interpre-
tations,” he said. “The spiritistic
one — i.e., the possession of Maria
order by the spirit of Giuseppe —
was in to show the truth. All the
village believed it. But a second one
is that maybe the girl, walking on
the bridge, recalled Giuseppe and
his death and had a hysterical at-
tack. After that she received tele-
pathic impressions from the persons
who came to see her and transmitted
to her their knowledge, information
and ideas about the case. Maybe the




POSSESSED BY A MURDER VICTIM 99

description of the murder was
transmitted to her by the Killers
themselves!

“1 personally prefer this explana-
tion, even if 1 cannot exclude the
other one. In that time everybody

believed in possession. Very little
was known about ESP, and posses-
sion seemed the only possible inter-
pretation. Anyway, this case is one
of the most interesting in the whole
history of parapsychology.”

SAM HOUSTON'S BIRD OF GOOD OMEN
By Harold Satterfield

AM HOUSTON, a prominent
figure in the histories of both

him away from Nashville. In his
dark mood he contemplated jump-

Tennessee and Texas, was alsdng overboard and ending his life.

something of a mystic who had
lived among the Indians and ab-
sorbed much oftheir lore, including
that involving the magical signifi-
cance ofbirds. Attwo crucial times
in his life the eagle took on great
symbolic significance for him and
in one instance may have saved his
life.

As ayoung man Houston was a
political phenomenon in Tennes-
see. The bright young attorney
became a popular governor and
was seen as Andrew Jackson's log-
ical heir. In his mid-30's Houston
married Eliza Allen. Three months
later the marriage ended indivorce.
Ruined politically, the disgraced
Houston left Nashville in disguise.

Only recently has the cause of
the divorce become known. Years
earlier, during the Indian wars,
Houston was wounded in the side.
The wound never healed and his
young bride found it unbearable,
and so the union was ended.

A despairing Houston stood at
the rail of the steamboat bearing

Suddenly an eagle flew past, almost
brushing his head with its wing
before ascending into the setting
sun. Houston interpreted this asan
omen meaning he should not kill
himself because a great destiny
awaited him in the West.

Later, General Houston found
himself in command of a ragtag
army of Texans facing the vastly
superior forces of the Mexican
general Santa Anna. The Alamo
had fallen and morale was at a low
ebb.

On the morning before the cru-
cial battle of San Jacinto, Houston
looked upward to see an eagle
sailing high overhead. To the
mystic in him this could mean only
one thing: victory.

And victory it was: 1586 Mexi-
can casualties compared to only 26
for the Texas side. On top of that.
General Santa Anna himself was
captured.

The Republic of Texas was born,
heralded by Houston's bird of good
omen, the eagle
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PRESENCES
INCE THE late 1960's Andrew
Mackenzie has been Great Britain's

ton’s “A Slip in Time and Space,”
October 1985 Fate).
But ifyou think the book is no more

most consistently reliable writer on théhan a rehash of previously published

paranormal. His first books were based
primarily on cases drawn from the files
ofthe Society for Psychical Research on
whose governing council he serves.
Mackenzie left the field in 1982 to write
a series of books about Rumania but
recently he has returned to his favorite
subject. The Seen and the Unseen
(Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London,
England, 1987, 285 pages, £10.95) is a
collection of stories about unseen pres-
ences, hauntings, ghosts and retrocogni-
tion (psychic perception of the past).

Mackenzie is especially interested in
the Belmez haunting in which mysteri-
ous faces appeared on the concrete floor
of asmall house in Spain. He offers the
most complete summary of the case
currently available in English, based in
part on his visit to the site.

Other stories will be familiar to
Fate readers. There is a demonic
poltergeist case studied by W. G. Roll of
the Psychical Research Foundation (see
his article in our November 1985 issue)
as well as a curious case of retrocogni-
tion involving the “seeing” of a non-
existent landscape (Mary Rose Barring-
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cases, you're wrong. People from the
British Isles often send their own ghost
stories to him and Mackenzie investi-
gates the more promising reports. The
Seen and the Unseen includes some of
these unpublished cases and also re-
ports on some promising but till-now-
unpublished cases collected by other re-
searchers in Europe. Mackenzie, who
does little editorializing, usually pre-
sents the reports in a simple, straight-
forward manner, restricting his more
personal observations to lengthy open-
ing and concluding chapters.

The last chapter focuses on the fre-
quency of ghostly experiences in the
general population. Many people were
surprised when Andrew Greeley, the
famous priest, novelist and sociologist,
published the results of his most recent
psychicsurvey in American Health mag-
azine. The poll reveals that religious
experiences of all sorts, including direct
contact with the dead, are commonly
reported by Americans. Drawing on
similar surveys conducted by parapsy-
chologists in Iceland and Italy, Mac-
kenzie shows that this trend is not
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confined to the United States.

The Seen and the Unseen is every-
thing a good book on ghosts should be.
Itissolid, well-researched and readable.
Itstands miles above most books on the
subject. My only complaint is Mac-
kenzie's habit of continually referring
to his previous books. He either cites or
quotes directly from them 28 times in
278 pages of text. Enough is enough!

SPIRIT CONTROL

PIRITS and ghosts of a different

kind play the prominent role in

Edith Fiore’s The Unquiet Dead
(Doubleday, Garden City, N.Y., 1987,
177 pages, $16.95). Dr. Fiore’s previous
book was You Have Been Here Before
(1978) which argued that many psycho-
logical problems have their roots in
past-life experiences.

Evidently Fiore, a California psy-
chologist, has changed her mind. Her
new book asserts that 70 percent of her
patients seem to be possessed by spirits
ofthe dead. Whether this position is an
outgrowth of her previous one or a
direct reversal is left unclear, although it
is obvious from the text that Fiore still
believes in multiple lives. The Unquiet
Dead presents case histories, informa-
tion on the symptoms of possession,
and the use of hypnosis to uncover and
test the disorder and concludes with
detailed instructions on how to protect
yourself from spirit control.

Fiore is not the first psychologist to
suggest that some psychological prob-
lems result from possession and spirit
obsession. Some of the early American
psychical researchers spent years col-
lecting evidence to this effect. Promi-
nent among them was Dr. Carl Wick-
land who “depossessed™ his psychiatric



BOOKS, NEWS & REVIEWS

patients by contacting their persecuting
spirits through his wife's trance medi-
umship. This Spiritualist procedure was
also employed by other researchers,
including Prof. James H. Hyslop, a
Columbia University philosopher who
founded the American Society for Psy-
chical Research. Other researchers,
among them such forgotten pioneers as
Dr. Titus Bull and Dr. Elwood Wor-
cester (remembered today not for his
psychic studies but for his role in
promoting public health education in
Boston in the 1920's), followed Hyslop's
lead. The use of hypnosis to treat spirit
possession was also practiced during
those years by Dr. W. Franklin Prince,
aclergyman-tumed-psychologist-tumed-
psychical researcher.

It is unfortunate that, apart from the
Wickland work, Fiore seems unfamiliar
with this large body of fascinating case
studies and research. What results is a
highly personal book on spirit posses-
sion but hardly a complete or detailed
study of the phenomenon.

But what of Fiore’s own cases and
opinions? She presents five complete
case studies in which depossession
supposedly cured patients suffering
from different behavioral disorders.
None ofthese cases, however, strikes me
as particularly strong evidence of spirit
possession but Fate readers should
evaluate these cases for themselves.

The main problem is that conven-
tional psychological explanations could
be suggested for the “cures.” It is well
known that every form of psychother-
apy contains implicit placebo effects
and that the personality of the psycho-
therapist is critically important to the
success of the treatment. Psychologists
today know very little about why
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therapy works in the first place. This
simple fact certainly makes it impos-
sible to promote such “cures” as evi-
dence for the reality of possession.

But my real quibble with Fiore is not
with the evidence she offers. What |
object to are the sweeping and less than
circumspect statements she sometimes
makes. | doubt that many therapists,
even those who believe in spirit posses-
sion, would agree that most behavioral
problems stem from such a paranormal
source. Fiore also believes that multiple
personality is caused by possession, that
any recreational use of alcohol or drugs
can lead to spirit control and that walks
through cemeteries or mortuaries can
also put one at risk. These statements
contradict the views and experiences of
many parapsychologically-oriented psy-
chotherapists who believe that spi
possession occurs only rarely. Fiore’s
thinking is not unlike that of Christian
fundamentalists who see “demons”
lurking behind every source of pleasure.

Still, The Unquiet Dead does offer
some interesting information. Fiore has
found that many people became pos-
sessed by playing with Ouija boards,
participating in Spiritualist seances or
dabblingin the occult in other ways. Itis
amazing that so many clinicians con-
tinue to make similar discoveries. The
fact has been remarked on earlier by
(among others) Dr. Worcester in Mind,
Body and Spirit (1932) and by Dr. M.
Scott Peck in People ofthe Lie (1983).
Fiore’s discussion of the techniques of
“psychic self-defense” as a way of pro-
tecting oneself is quite good.

The Unquiet Dead, although a sim-
plistic and unconvincing book, is none-
theless worth reading as a primer on a
fascinating subject.

FATE

OTHER REVIEWS
LIGHT YEARS by Gary Kinder,
Atlantic Monthly Press, New York,
N.Y., 1987, 266 pages, $18.95.

Unless you've been off on a flying
saucer yourself, you probably know
of the decade-long controversy sur-
rounding the UFO-contact claims of
Eduard “Billy” Meier. Light Yearsisan
attempt by lawyer-turned-writer Gary
Kinder to make sense out of Meier's
claims.

Meier is a Swiss farmer whose formal
education stopped in the sixth grade but
who subsequently knocked about the
world picking up street smarts. He also
acquired, ifhis critics are to be believed,
the knowledge to pull offwhat ufologist
Kai Korff calls “the most infamous
hoax” in UFO history.

Meier claims he has been communi-
cating with space visitors since he was
five and photographing their “beam-
ships”—a term he uses for what we'd
call UFOs—since 1975. A few of those
photos are in the book; the same ones
and others have appeared in various
publications by an Arizona outfitcalled
Genesis 111 Productions whose first
book, UFO...Contactfrom the Pleiades,
| reviewed unfavorably in Fate's June
1980 issue. | see little in Light Years to
change my initial opinion that Meier's
claims are at best unproven.

This is not to say that there aren't
aspects of the affair undeserving of
further study. There are. Unfortunately
they tend to be obscured when Meier
gets caught cheating. For example,
photos of the destruction of California
by earthquake, allegedly taken while he
was aboard a Pleiadian beamship with
time-travel capability, turned out to be
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pictures of someone else's artwork.

But when Kinder identifies scientists,
engineers and other experts who have
examined some of Meier's evidence, the
reader can't help wondering if there
really could be some grain of truth
among all the confusion. The “evidence”
includes a tiny metal fragment an IBM
scientist believes to be an alloy “we
could not achieve on this planet,” tape
recordings of sounds a professional
sound engineer believes Meier could not
create himself... and those photographs.

It would take, said one Hollywood
expert who worked on the movie 2001
and the Jack Webb Project UFO tele-
vision series, “a fleet of clever assistants,
at least 15 people” and about S100,000
worth of equipment. As far as anyone
can determine, skeptics included, Meier
has worked alone and lacks the finan-
cial resources for fakery on the scale
Kinder's expert envisioned.

Unfortunately these judgments are
open to question. The metal is lost,
there aren’t negatives of the photos for
proper analysis and Meier may well be
the slick con man his critics claim he is.

Hampered as he was in writing this
book—Kinder doesn’'t speak German
and had to rely on an interpreter in
dealing with Meier—the author still
manages to convey the incredible meld
of confusion, controversy and contra-
dictions that swirl like an obscuring fog
around the Meier case. Kinder also
weaves through the book a fairly com-
prehensive history of ufology from
Kenneth Arnold to the present.

Missing, though, are some photo-
graphs | am sure we'd all like to have
seen: close-up shots of an orbiting
Soviet spacecraft, of Semjase, the
“blond, Nordic” Pleiadian cosmonaut
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who has been Meier's teacher, and of a
landed beamship with crew nearby.
According to Kinder, the publisher
dictated the photos to be in the book.
They are neither a good nor a con-
vincing choice.

In all, Light Years is flawed in many
ways; yet it is the only attempt at an
in-depth investigation of the Meier case
we have or are likely to have until
someone with both time and money, a
fluent knowledge of German and a
more hard-nosed investigatory ap-
proach than Kinder's comes on the
scene.

While few will argue with Kinder's
conclusion that “the truth of the Meier
contacts will never be known,” I'd
qualify that by saying a beamship
landing in Zurich at high noon might do
it. But | don't intend to hold my breath
waiting for it.—George IV. Earley.

THE MEANING OF LIFE by J. H. M.
Whiteman, Colin Smythe, Gerrards
Cross, Buckinghamshire, England,
1986, 267 pages, $13.95.

Although thousands ofbooks on mys-
ticism have been written, few have
broken new ground. Thus it is a great
pleasure to read J. H. M. Whiteman’s
magnum opus The Meaning of Life
which not only covers unexplored
territory but also sets forth one of the
firstscientifically appropriate studies of
the mystical dimension.

Unlike most works of its kind (which
simply cross-reference each other),
Whiteman deals with mysticism in a
precise and rational manner, defining
his terms cogently and setting up a
rigorous methodology for interested
seekers to test the reality of transmun-
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dane experiences. | am not indulging in
hyperbole when | say that The Meaning
ofLife, subtitled “Volume 1. An Intro-
duction to Scientific Mysticism,” is one
of the best books ever published on the
subject in English.

Divided into four main sections, the
book begins with an explanation of five
chief types of stabilized nonphysical
(SNP) states of consciousness (focusing
particularly on separative experiences
where mind and body seem apart from
one another) and the requisite skills,
like active and continuous recollection,
necessary for releasing and controlling
these forms of awareness. Whiteman
then proceeds, in Chapter Three, “A
Scientific Evaluation of ‘Other-World’
States,” to develop an ingenious rating
system for measuring the relative degree
ofreality inany nonphysical experience:
an assessment schema (diagram) he calls
“The General Index of Reality (GIR).”

In Part Two he tests his rating system
on a wide variety of otherworldly expe-
riences, including the out-of-body expe-
riences of Muldoon and Monroe, the
fantasy excursion of Jungand the ques-
tionable accounts of reincarnation
memories. The result is an impressive
objective criterion for gauging the real-
ity of mystical encounters.

Whiteman, like other pioneers in the
field such as Harvard University's Aaron
Talsky, has noted that there is a hierar-
chical spectrum of nonphysical experi-
ences, each with an ascending degree of
vividness and certainty. Thus itis vitally
important not to dismissall nonphysical
experiences as fantasy, since there are
fundamental differences between lucid
dreams, OBEs, NDEs and conscious
meditation transports. As Whiteman
reports of his own mystical excursion.
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“Suddenly | wascarried intofullinterior
wakefulness—into a real state with clear
consciousness of separation. By this
term | mean the waking ofthe reflective
consciousness in an interior space and
time, existing in its own right, indepen-
dent of physical space and time, but not
out of touch with it.”

Whiteman completes his study with a
rich, suggestive overview of mystical
transformation and a provocative rein-
terpretation of 20th-Century physics.

A watershed text in the history of
paranormal research. The Meaning of
Life deserves a wide reading.

The book is being distributed in this
country by Samuel Weiser, Inc., Box
612, York Beach, Maine03910.—David
Christopher Lane.

ALSO NOTABLE

THE SIRIUS MYSTERY by RobertK. G.
Temple, Destiny Books, Rochester, Vt,
1987, 290 pages, $12.95, paperback.

The “ancient astronauts” fad of the
1970's produced a mountain of bad books
by authors whose imaginations outraced
their knowledge and reasoning ability.
Temple's book, however, is something
else: a learned and methodical, if attimes
tedious, examination of what may be real
evidence of early extraterrestrial visita-
tion. The book focuses on West Africa’s
Dogon tribe, whose aﬁparemly ancient

nd, according to 20th-Century astron-
omy, accurate beliefs about the composi-
tion of the Sirius star system — knowl-
edge the tribe claims to have learned
from beings who live on a planet in that
system — seem so far to defy conven-
tional explanation. (Temple's response
to his critics, who claimed that Dogon's
beliefs are relatively recent, having been
given them by European missionaries,
was published in the October 1980 issue
of Fate.) The appearance of anew paper-
tion of this book, originally
published in 1976, is welcome, but one
wishes the author had provided an
update on developments since then.
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These columns of FATE are set aside each mot
of articles and stories of unusual occurrences to
Park, Ill 60035

FAIR AND OPEN-MINDED
In the article “Taking Hawaii Skep-
tics to Court” (August 1987 Fate) Loyd
Auerbach states that the Committee for
the Scientific Investigation of Claims of
the Paranormal is motivated by the
desire “to rid the world of what de-

nth for your comments Send your opinion
FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth PI., Highland

paranormal claims. We will not accept
uncorroborated secondhand accounts
or personal anecdotes as proof of these
claims.

In his letter to Allison Jacobs-Pen-
dragon, CSICOP Executive Director
Mark Plummer included astatementon

bunkers call ' Surely

freedom by CS1-

this is a herculean task unlikely to be
accomplished. The paranormal is deeply
imbedded throughout the world and
uncritically presented as factual by
radio, television, motion pictures and
such entertaining journals as Fate.

We are realists and “debunking” is
not our chief aim. A quick look at the
back of Skeptical Inquirer will reveal
what truly motivates CS1COP. It “at-
tempts to encourage the critical investi-
gation of paranormal and fringe science
claims from a responsible, scientific
point of view and to disseminate factual
information about the results of such
inquiries to the scientific community
and the public.” CSICOP “does not
reject claims on a priori grounds, ante-
cedent to inquiry, but rather examines
them objectively and carefully.”
CSICOP iscommitted to the fair, open-
minded examination of evidence for

m

COP's Executive Council. This state-
ment included the passage: “CSICOPis
committed to free inquiry and academic
freedom and is opposed to any effort to
deny the right to teach. We believe that
competent academic bodies by means of
responsible due process should deter-
mine the content of the curricula in their
respective institutions.”

Finally we would like to express our
deep appreciation to Fate for con-
stantly keeping CSICOP, CSICOP per-
sonalities and Skeptical Inquirer in the
minds of your readers. | am sure that
through your extensive promotion
many Fate readers have now become
faithful subscribers to Skeptical In-
quirer. — Barry Karr, Director, Public
Relations. CSICOP, Buffalo, N.Y.

Readers who want to know more
about what Mr. Karr calls CSICOPs



112

“fair, open-mindedexamination ofevi-
denceforparanormal claims “are urged
to read"sTARBABY"by Dennis Raw-
lins (October 1981 Fate).

In our view CSICOP deserves the
gratitude of everyone interested in
anomaliesandtheparanormal. Through
its policy of relentless self-promotion
CSICOP kept interest in the para-
normal alive even after popular atten-
tion shifted elsewhere following the
psychic boom ofthe early 1970s. The
current revival of interest in these
matters is, we suspect, due largely to
CSICOPs efforts to make sure the
controversies surrounding paranormal
phenomena were notforgotten. — The
Editors.

THE FIRST PSYCHIC PLUMBER?

This eerie incident happened in 1977
in my home in Wyoming shortly before
| retired to Florida. | had been getting
my home spiffed up for selling, ham-
mering brads around the window above
the kitchen sink from which to hang
lightweight decorations. When 1 later
discovered the garbage disposal thor-
oughly and completely jammed, with
the aid of a flashlight | could see a brad
caught under one of the blades. It
seemed such a minor thing, not re-
quiring a plumber. Surely | could pry
out the brad.

| taped a‘flashlight to the water faucet
aiming at the dark disposal and used
one hand to hold back a rubber flange at
the opening and the other to wield a
sharp-pointed screwdriver to get under
the brad. Although | occasionally got
good leverage, the nail wouldn't budge.
After several futile tries, like a bratty
ill-tempered child, | threw the screw-
driver on the floor, clenched my hands,
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raised my arms to the ceiling and yelled,
““/ want that nail out."

When | recovered from my snit and
returned to the job at hand, the brad
wasgone. | couldn’tbelieve it. | searched
the drain, the sink, the window casing.
Had | unknowingly flipped out the brad
or was / flipping out? How could the
brad get past the rubber flange? Finally,
almost afraid to try, | ran water in the
sink and turned on the garbage disposal.
It ran like a charm.

Now switch to about 1981 in Florida.
I lived in several small apartments be-
fore buying a modest home where | now
live. One apartment had a garbage
disposal. My two small granddaughters
came for lunch, then stood on chairs
and “did dishes for Grandma.” The next
day when | turned on the disposal there
was a terrible racket so | immediately
turned it off, got out the old flashlight
and peeked in. A broken juice glass
originally the size of the opening to the
disposal had evidently slipped in when
the children washed the dishes.

I drove to ahardware store, explained
the problem to a clerk and bought a
sinewy, inexpensive grasping tool. At
home again | poised the tool and aimed
the flashlight — to see nothing in the
disposal, not a shred of glass. Recalling
vividly my previous experience with the
brad, | wondered if | had contacted the
garbage disposal genie. Was | now
qualified to be the world's first psychic
plumber? — Jane Yeaman, St. Peters-
burg, Fla.

FOR UNBELIEVERS
I never dreamed anyone would be-
lieve an experience | had as a young girl
until afriend gave me copies of Fate to
read. | was surprised to find how easily
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people reveal similar experiences.

When | was about 12 | had a friend
who often referred to “Sarah,” a ghost
that roamed her house at midnight. One
night my friend asked me to spend the
nightand actually see her ghost. At first
| thought she was only playing with my
imagination but sure enough, at mid-
night a very pale young woman passed
through her living room. She was the
most beautiful girl 1 had ever seen. She
was dressed all in white and looked as if
she had walked out ofa Civil War story.
She seemed to float; yet | knew she was
walking. | wanted to speak but my
friend had told me to be very quiet or
“Sarah" would vanish immediately.

1 knew no one would ever believe me
if| told about this encounter so for the
last 25 years 1 have kept it to myself.
—Joyce Bauguess, Baltimore, Md.

K CULT ISA CULT ISACULT

How dare J. Gordon Melton write a
treatise on “Living in the New Age”
(August-September 1987 Fate) and
imply that all individuals and/or groups
who have broken away from John Wes-
ley's Methodist church have strayed
from the flock? | daresay that all of
those who have not kept up their mem-
bership in the church are not cultists
and we might ask just how united the
Methodist church is.

Grouping together Christian Science,
Theosophy, the Krishna devotees, etal,
is a pretty broad sweep and shows
Melton’s inexpertise and overall spite
for anyone who has broken away from
John Wesley.

Mary Baker Eddy was not a cultist.
She established the doctrine of mind-
healing and the Christian Science Mon-
itor and her science has saved countless
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BOBBI - VAN
PERSONAL
LIFE
CONSULTANT

Bad luck - Bad vibes - Negative Thinking -
Destiny - Karma - Fate? Discover your uni-
que place in the universe while mastering
theseforcesand turning them intoenlight-
enmentand positiveenergy. Yourveryown
astrological link to the “NEW AGE" is the
key. Change your life now and forever.
Complete free information write:

B.V.L, Box 585A, New York, NY 10468.
Phone: (212) 601-3025.

St. Madonna’s Temple of Light
5 Questiona Answered.
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Ch Cassette Tape. S20.
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FREE CATALOG

Write for your catalog of great psychic clas-
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extensive catalog is offered FREE by:
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thousands. Madame Blavatsky was not
a cultist and was too damned inde-
pendent to join the Methodist church.
What's wrong with embracing the
New Age? Melton’s article is filled with
dark implications for those who don’t
line up with the Methodist church.
When hell freezes over, I'll do it. The
word “cultism” is aderogatory term and
should not be applied to those who have
broken away from the mainstream.
Although Melton must have done
wide research, his article is filled with
errors as to both time and sequence.
Helene Blavatsky, Mary Baker Eddy,
Annie Besant, John Wesley and the
Krishna devotees sprang up at widely
divergent times and each person has
made his own individual effort.
| am not a Christian Scientist but |
respect Mary Baker Eddy. | am not a
Theosophist but | pay tribute to Bla-
vatsky and Besant. 1 am not a Seventh-
Day Adventist or a member of a
Pentecostal faith. Perhaps Melton
didnT have time to deride the latter.
Melton’s article was erudite — full of
sound and fury and signifying nothing.
What is wrong with the New Age when
the old age is collapsing? — Rosemary
J. Cornelius, Mil\ivz}u*kee, Wis.

As a professional medium | am per-
sonally offended by J. Gordon Melton’s
comments in “Living in the New Age.”

Channeling did not start with Spiri
tualism. It has existed since ancient
times and channelers were known as
oracles. Each medium orchanneler is at
his own level of enlightenment and so
are the people they give readings for.
Entities or guides come from many
different spheres and what may be
shallow and unappealing to Melton
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may be quite helpful to others.

| was amazed that Melton would
condemn all mediums and channelers
on the basis of the few he has studied.
There are many sincere, reliable me-
diums today who do not think of them-
selves as involved in the channeling
craze. They are instead a part of the
Spiritualist, Spiritist, Metaphysical or
other minority religions. They are not
answerable to fundamentalist Chris-
tians.

Fate readers who are interested in
channeling and mediums should ask
themselves why they are interested. If
it's for curiosity, thrills or a desire to
prove something one way or the other,
they are wasting their time and money.

Mediumship and channeling are
sacred and should only be done when
sincere people need help. — Harriett
Hill, Metaphysical Fellowship, P.O.
Box 13, Lebanon, Oreg. 97355.

NO MISSING LINK

1 have just picked up the January
1987 issue of Fate and read Arthur T.
Jeffery's letter titled “Up From the
Ape.” To me anyone who questions
evolution is like a person trying to make
astew without a pot to put it in. There is
no answer to anything in our time-space
universe unless evolution is taken into
consideration.

Like Darwin, many people see the
evidence of evolution all around them
but some are hung up on the theory that
we came from apes. The Urantia Book
published by the Urantia Foundation,
533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, 111,
60614, explains all facets of evolution.
We don't need bones from millions of
years ago to prove there is no missing
link. — Oleta Pierce, Yarnell, Ariz.
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TELEVISION PERSONALITY
Doug Harriman, who
has worked with hun-
dreds of actors and
celebrities, is available
for Tarot readings.
Amazingly accurate
predictions. Career

and life development. Up to 6 ques-

tions, $30.00 CK. or M.O. (Send
photo, returnable.)
DOUG HARRIMAN
4206 W. Mtn. View Rd., Suite F,
Phoenix, AZ 85051
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Predicts Your 12-Month Future
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AND PERSONALLY ANSWERS
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Send: FULL NAME AT BIRTH — FULL
BIRTHDATE — BIRTH PLACE — $12.00.
Allow 3-week delivery. (Canada & Overseas:

Money Order, U.S. Funds)
To: JULIEN — P.O. BOX 594-FT
Idyliwild, California 92349

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED FREE!
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THE BETTING MEN

| hate to rain on Curtis Fuller's
parade but while Phil Klass is many
things, he is not “a Johnny-come-lately
to the $10,000 sweepstakes” as Fuller
writes in | See by the Papers” (August
1987 Fate).

The October 1970 issue of Fate con-
tains an article titled “$10,000 Says
UFOs Aren't Extraterrestrial” which
deals with the wager Klass was offering
in those days. The article was sent to
Fate in February 1970 and the offer
had been in existence for some time
before itwas written. How do | know? |
wrote it.

It's possible, although research would
be needed and 1 am not sure it it worth
the effort, that Klass’first wager of that
sort preceded and may have inspired
that of James Randi. — George W.
Earley, Blodmfield, Conn.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM

The article “Taking Hawaii Skeptics
to Court” (August 1987 Fate) contains
some erroneous information about
Greta Woodrew which | would like to
clear up.

Dr. Woodrew was brought to Hawaii
by the Summer Session Activities Office
ofthe University of Hawaii at Manoato
deliver a four-day course and an open
lecture for the general public. For this
her expenses — transportation, room
and board — were paid. In addition.
Space Technology and Research Foun-
dation (STAR), a nonprofiteducational
organization for which Woodrew serves
as vice-president at no pay, received an
honorarium from the university in the
form of a donation. All honoraria for
Woodrew's appearances are donated to

(Continued on page 128)
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ANGELS

GUARDIAN ANGELS—Discover amazing
facts concerning their existence! Free infor-
mation! — Mamre, 1301V Sherwood,
Oxford, Alabama 36203

ANCIENT TEACHINGS

FREE “ILIAD AND YOU." — P.O. Box
3646, Manchester. NH 03105

EXPLORE THIRD EYE MEDITATION.
Write: Box 1741, Santa Monica, CA 90406

LEARN ANCIENT Egyptian secrets! Excit-
ing new course. Prospectus, S1.00 — UEA,
Box 90062, San Diego. CA 92109

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof
Flavius Josephus created fictional Jesus,
authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00.
-Abelard. Box 5652-M, Kent. WA 98064

LEARN SPELL CASTING. Information,
S1.00 — Secrets, 12555 (F) Biscayne, North
Miami, FL 3318I

ASTROLOGY

COMPATABILITY FORECAST guidance.
New, startlingly accurate, extensive four-
part reports. Analyses business/love rela-
tionship—specify. Understand yourself and
your partner. Send two names, times, dates,
and places of births with $35.00—Harriette
Hartly. 2006 Winewood, Arlington, TX
76013. VISA/MC

GET PROFESSIONAL HELP from famed
Russ Durocher! If you are thinking of a
career move, an important decision, or
simply seeking valuable personal guidance
— he can helpyou! For free facts write: Russ
Durocher. Box 118F, Rindge, NH 03461
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WHERE IN THE WORLD should | live?
Astrological information. — Poteat, 7912
Montezuma, Orlando, FL 32825

BIORHYTHM

LIFETIME BIORHYTHMS for $19.95 —
Aztec Services, 602 Orton, Albany,
MO 64402

BOOKS-FOLIOS

TAX EXPERTS RECOMMEND: Home
business “How-To." For free information:
Baires Enterprises, Box 4752, Scottsdale, AZ
85261-4752

KARMIC CAUSES—OVERWEIGHT!
Reincarnational-emotional-psychological.
Self-help; Liz Taylor, other celebrity. Uni-
versity Diet-regimens; more: free beauty tips,
catalog. $7.98 — Mei Ling Classics, Box
26891, Los Angeles. CA 90026

“WHY LIFE!—WHY DEATH!" Learn
about laws governing our life here. Special
bonus first 1000 orders. $5.95 plus $1.50
ship. & hand.—Conduce, Inc., P.O. Box
4809, S. Daytona, FL 32021. Also some hid-
den facts “Pitfalls of Religion," $5.95 & $ 1.50
ship. & hand.

“A PSYCHIC EXPLORES The Unseen
World,"by Kay Sterner, Ph.D., test sensitive
and researcher, founder of the California
Parapsychology Foundation. The only book
available listing comprehensive references of
psychic and spiritual phenomena in the
“Bible.” Definitive “How To” personal
development section included. J.B. Rhine
was Dr. Sterner's mentor, she is credited with
observing more unusual psychic phenomena
world wide than any other living woman.
$10.00 incl. post—P.O. Box 947, Lemon
Grove, CA 92045
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UFOs BOOK LIST — J. Arthur Robinson,
Bookseller. 56149 Twentynine Palms Hwy.,
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

UNIQUE CATALOG. Self-help, much
more! $2.00. Automatic 50% discount. —
F.S.1.C.0O., 379 Seminole Dr., Lantana, FL
33462

INCARNATIONS REVELATION
COURSE. Free info.- JeanDay Publica-
tions, 238 Davenport Road, Suite 363,
Toronto, ON Canada M5R 136

SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION: Atrue break-
through in spiritual knowledge. Most con-
troversial channeled book of the century.
With the help of spirits from advanced extra-
terrestrial civilizations, the human race istry-
ing to free itself from mind control and
exploitation by evil spiritual beings who pose
as gods. Learn how to fight for the right to
survive death. 110,000-word book. $12.00
plus $3.00 handling: S/R Press, P.O. Box
60327, Palo Alto, CA 94306-0327

HAUNTINGS, ESP, UFOs, after life, pol-
tergeists, possession, healing, more! 40+
paperbacks. Catalog, 10c.—Bookchoice,
P.O. Box 698(G), Brattleboro, V/T 05301

ACTIVATE YOUR DORMANT tal-
ents. Close-out of “How-To" books—clair-
voyance, psychometry, intuition. $1.00 each;
all three, $2.00—Fellowship, P.O. Box
35118-FI17, Los Angeles, CA 90035

ARE YOU SEARCHING? Free catalog list-
ing many books in the field of parapsychol-
ogy, comparative religions, gems and stones,
astrology and other related subjects.—
Hiawatha Book Co., 7567 N.E. 102 Ave.,
Bondurant, IA 50035

TRUE VAMPIRES, WEREWOLVES,
strange events, more! Arcanum volumes |
and 11, $3.00 each or both for $5.00. Also
Strange Tales and Ghost Stories, $3.00—
Arcanum Publishing, Box6011, Bellingham,
WA 98227

NEW STANDARD TECH 1987 free cata-
log. — Ross, POB 1413, Riverside, CA
92501

PREDICTIONS AND TRENDS by Jack
Richards, Over 700 entries, $35.00. Bonus
gift certificate included.—Jack Richards,
P.O. Box 206, Woodland, CA 95695

WANTED: Copy of old book Picnic at
Hanging Rock, published by Penguin in
1977 for $1.95. Also we can use any informa-
tion regarding this story, particularly as to its
truth. FATE Staff, 500 Hyacinth, Highland
Park, IL 60035

SURVIVE THE CATASTROPHES pre-
dicted by Montgomery. Cayce, others. Non-
violent network/group. Two free newslet-
ters.— Richmar, Dept. F-2, Box 14956,
Albuquerque, NM 87191

TAROTTUTOR—SEE MORE.aspectsof
health, astrology, numbers, combinations
printed on cards..a companion to Tarot
deck ofyourchoice. Master Your Fate, $9.95
check or m.o. (posthandling free) - Tarot
Tutor, P.O.B. 5974, Pasadena, CA 91107

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (Future).
Discover who you were—what you did in
past lives. Simple, safe, effective technique.
Send $5.95—META, Box 6064ST, Long
Island City, NY 11106

ISIS BOOKS & PAPERS, SASE for list—
M-735 Road 7, Napoleon, OH 43545

LESSONS IN E.S.P. by David St. Ciair.
$3.95. Large metaphysical and supply cata-
log, $3.00 — Starseed Bookshop, P.O. Box
486, Whitmore Lake, MI 48189

FREE GEMSTONE PENDANT when you
order new guidebook, “Lucky Stones.” $10
to Mystic Gems, Dept. F, Box 341124,
Memphis, TN 38184. TN residents, add 78¢
tax.

THE CYPRONIUM. An alchemystical work-
book, $3.00 — Cyprone Company, Box
16276, Baton Rouge, LA 70893

LOTTO PLAYERS!
law govern: .
Details: E.F. Latimer, P.O. Box 396, Rex-
dale, ON Canada MOW 5L4

Racegoers! Natural
touse th

EFFORTLESSLY INCREASE your men-
tal-physical power. Free brochure.— Power,
Dept. FT, Box 343, Woodridge, NJ 07075

118



NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

POSTAGE WILL BE PAIO BY

FATE

170 FUTURE WAY
MARION, OHIO 43306

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL ]

FIRST CLASS MARION OHIO

FATE

170 FUTURE WAY
MARION, OHIO 43306



HKeEe® >KUM

[A  Send both a one-year subscription to FATE and “The World's
7/ Strangest Stories" for only $12.95 — a $23.95 value.
. (The book retails for $5.95)

£ 1 wishto enclose payment now. (Rush my free book.)
01 Bill me later — FREE BOOK will be shipped after paymentis received.
1 Check box ifthis is an extension of your own subscription.

33% Discount

share \lftsesrlnl)\llgtaenrtlég First Gift $11.95
of the world with my Additional Gilts $9.95
friends. Please enter one

] e Sign card.
year (12 issues) subscriptions

_of FATE for the persons listed on ~ Name.
thiscard. | save over33%offthe reg-  address
ular newsstand price.

City, State, Zip,
O Payment enclosed
O Bill me sign card
My Name. Name.
Address Address
City, State, Zip City, State. Zip,

(In Canada $2 additional, foreign subscribers $4 additional, cash with order.)
For U.S. subscribers only this card requires no postage. First copy in 6-8 weeks.



UNLOCK YOUR SECRET, ASTRAL
POWERS through astral projection. Amaz-
ing, new book reveals how. Special introduc-
tory offer. Free details. — Next Step Publi-
cations, P.O. Box 1403, Nashua, NH 03061

RAINBOW'S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita-
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which ap-
plies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843,
Greensboro, NC 27429

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035-F
Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life's mysteries!
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book
gives you the secret key to astral projection.
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychome-
try! Alexr. Verner's book tells how you can
psychometrize objects to reveal valuable
information you need for success. Send
$2.95,- META, Box 6064PS, Long Island
City, NY 11106

RUDOLF STEINER'S BOOKS on spiritual
science, reincarnation, meditation, karma,
medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free catalog.
— Anthroposophic Press, Bell's Pond, Suite
20, Star Rt., Hudson, NY 12534

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS
for successful living! Alexr. Verner's per-
sonal book tells how you can communicate
with them. Send $2.95. —META, Box
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method
for developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95
— META, Box 6064FT. Long Island City,
NY 11106

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies,
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical
course pursuing the world beyond the 5
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism,
the ouijaboard, parapsychology, apparitions,
hell, the trance, levitation, psychokinesis,
psychic healing. 140 pages, large format, soft
bound. $11.95 +$1.00 U.S. and $2.00 foreign
p/h.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249,
Highland Park, IL 60035

“SECRETS OF GOD" — reveals shocking
truths the Church will not teach! Send $7.00
to Don Murphy, P.O. Box 62075, Virginia
Beach, VA 23462

MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How
to influence others with your thoughts.
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals
secrets of mind power you need to achieve
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed.
—META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City,
NY 11106

OCCULT BOOKS. Lists, 10c. - Collins
Books, Box 168, Appalachia, VA 24216

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS,
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult.
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME
03910

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE book
Know Thyself." “Be Thy Real Seif," “Medi-
tation and Cosmic Consciousness”and many
others. Information: send self-addressed
stamped envelope. —Magi Center, Box 1166,
Paradise, CA 95969

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

DIAMOND, GEMSTONE setting instruc-
tions. Homeworkers' lucrative proposition.
$3.00 p/h.—Goldcrafters, Bureau 8I6F,
Greenfield, MA 01302

- “Man

FATE READERS make fantastic money
distributing hypnosis tapes. Easy home bus-
iness. Details free. Sample tape, $2.00—
Access Hypnosis Institute, Box 662, 319 N.
Washington, Owosso, Ml 48867

BUSINESS CARDS. Reasonable. —Tom's
Printing, 734 Leonard, Toledo, OH 43605

SUBSCRIBE TO FATE! Don't miss the
exciting articles and features in coming
issues. See page 130 for a preview and a
money-saving offer.

CABALAH

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH.
Secrets ofthe Royal Road and magical prac-
tices. Free information, kindly enclose
SASE: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S,
Goleta, CA 93116
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CRYSTALS

“GENUINE QUARTZ" and other semi-
precious stone necklaces. Wear asjewelry to
maintain clarity, promote emotional and
physical balance. Our 30 8mm beaded
quartz necklaces include Rose, Adventurine
(jade green). Lavender, and Black Onyx
(Matching 8mm post earrings $6.99). Other
available necklaces: (chipstyle) 32" Rock
Crystal, 36" (a) Amethyst, (b) Malachite, (c)
Lapis (no matching earrings). Remarkably
beautiful, highest quality, lowest price. Spe-
cial $19.99 ea. $2.50 postage and handling
Perfect for Christmas gifts! — “Earclipse,”
P.O. Box 61036, Seattle, WA 98121

CRYSTAL QUARTZ NECKLACE! Each
one 16 inches of polished crystal balls. Gua-
ranteed genuine gemstones! Send $6.99
today! Free gift with order. Brochure, $1.00,
refundable—Wish Upon A Star, 9724
Cedarvale, Arlington, WA 98223-8607

CRYSTAL ENERGY EXPANDED: We
have taken crystals one step further. Send
$1.00 for our catalog of exciting new crystal
devices and tools: your guides for a fascinat-
ing innerjourney. -Maerz Enterprises, Box
39007, Phoenix, AZ 85069

NEW AGE CRYSTALS, minerals, jewelry,
flower essence, books, skincare, runes &
more! Send $1.00 (refundable) to Omni
Spectrum, Dept. F2, 12083 Weiman, Hell,
MI 48169

FREE SAMPLE—Arkansas Crystal Mines.
Natural quartz crystals. Million years old.
Unearthed with primal energy intact. Pocket
crystals, phantoms, meditation generators,
crystal wands, jewelry and pendants from
our own mines. Highest quality—best prices.
Send $3 postage and handling for sample
crystal and free Crystal Guidebook. (Guar-
anteed). — Crystal Mountain Mines, 211
Elmhurst, Hot Springs National Park, AR
71913

REVOLUTIONARY! Crystalsand pyramid
energies are brought together in the Portable
Pyramid™*. Many sizes and styles to choose
from. For a free catalog write to Universal
Mind Adventures, PO Box 89191, San
Diego, CA 92138

GENUINE QUARTZ CRYSTALS, smoky
quartz, amethyst, crystal balls, pyramids,
wands, jewelry. Free price list — Crystal
Age, P.O. Box 32061, Chicago, IL 60632

FOOTHILLS CRYSTAL quartz crystal,
jewelry, books, more! Catalog: Box 10432,
Denver, CO 80210

CRYSTAL ENERGY CONCENTRATE —
elixir ofthe ageless. Find out more about this
exciting new product! Write: Pyramis, 20
Laurie Lane, Dept. C, Bridgewater, MA
02324

CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant
notice wearing these gorgeous, gemlike ear-
rings of imported 32% lead crystal with
facets of glittering brilliance. Two styles for
pierced ears! 11mm teardrop-shaped crystal
on gold-tone kidney wires or 4mm round-
shaped studs on silver-tone posts. Expensive
looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.00 postage/
handling each pair. Please be sure to specify
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop,
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

DOWSING

ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Complete cata-
log. Step-by-step_instructional books, 55
minute VHS and Beta video cassettes, dows-
ing devices, pendulums, swing-rods, original
Cameron Aurameter, world's most sensitive
dowsing device, for all your remote locating
needs. — Life Understanding Foundation,
Box 30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPE by Bill
Cox, internationally respected dowsing pro-
fessional, author, instructor... using various
instruments presenting beginning to ad-
vanced techniques... indoors-outdoors. Top
quality, high color resolution. Write for
details c/o Fine Media International, P.O.
Box 30561, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

DREAMS

DREAMS ARE IMPORTANT. Learn their
secrets. Book, $4.00 or free info. — Kinsei
Books, 313 E. Plaza Drive, Suite O, Santa
Maria, CA 93454

YOUR DREAMS have meaning and impor-
tance. Book unlocks their secrets. $4.00 —
Piedmont Press, (FI1). Box 17455, Port-
land, OR 97217
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ENERGY

ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A life
energy charging device invented by Wilhelm
Reich MD. For experimental purposes only,
no claims made. Info pack, SI. Multi-wave
Oscillator: A high voltage Tesla coil power
supply with two printed copper antennas.
Info pack (how to build) $2 — Super Science,
P.O. Box 392F, Dayton, OH 45409

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS

EXPERT HANDWRITING ANALYSIS.
Understand your cryptic selfvia “Paper Por-
trait.” Send full page handwriting (unlined
paper), SI5.00. Comprehensive Profile,
$50.00 all inclusive assessment. Free infor-
mation per request. — Louise Duncanson,
Box 63, St. George, UT 84770

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS-send full
page sample, $3.00 — Winston, POB 27386,
Tempe, AZ 85282

HEALTH

SLEEPING PROBLEMS, self-help guide,
eliminate problems in sleeping without med-
ication. Learning To Sleep Well Again by
Deitrich Langen, M.D. Send $6.00—West-
wood Marketing, 1615 Westwood, Los
Angeles, CA 90024

HOME REMEDY for Keratosis. $5.00,
SASE.—Bobbie, 7014 E. Golf Links Rd.,
#214, Tucson, AZ 85730

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita
Florum flower essence. Helps direct con-
sciousness into calm, unitive, constructive
states of being and awareness — Vita Flo-
rum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, M5W 1A2
Canada

SUPER-INTELLIGENCE! Amazing results
guaranteed. — EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora,
CA 91740

HYPNOSIS

HYPNOSIS IS EASY. 10-cassette course.
Control weight, habits, attitudes. Win! Earn
money as registered hypnotist. $69.96. Free
brochure.—Course, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV
89507

121

LOSE WEIGHT LISTENING! Quick, easy,
permanent results. Satisfaction guaranteed.
On audiocassette. Order now, only $15.00.—
Pivot Press, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 89507

INSTRUCTION

DEVELOP POWERFUL CLAIRVOY-
ANCE! Quickly see sharp, colorful psychic
pictures; marvelous psychic visions! Amaz-
ing! Instructions, $3.00—Stephen Paslow,
Box 9863, Pittsburgh, PA 15227

THE PSI-MACHINE, a comprehensive
computer program for the evaluation and
development of your psychic potentials in
the following categories: clairvoyance, pre-
cognition, retrocognition and psychokinesis.
For the Commodore 64/128. Available on
cassette only. Send $25.00 to Brian Black,
6315 Nightengale, #21, Ventura, CA 93003

PATH BEYOND THE MASTERS: Self
realization through Christ. — Universelies
Leben e.v., Postfach 5643, D-8700 Wuerz-
burg, West Germany

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift
Set.” Ideal for beginners and advanced stu-
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box
for display and storage, $18.95 plus $1.50
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop,
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic
know-how of palm reading. Devised by
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that
explores the future. $12.00 plus $1.50 post-
age-handling.— Venture Bookshop, P.O.
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

HEAVENLY EMERGENCE of Supreme
Being. Highest awareness/grace/healing.
Wonderful life transformations. Dynamic

Un-

! g
lock gateway to miracles. Stamp, please.
Pyramid of One, 251 NW Bailey, Hillsboro,
OR 97123

AQUARIAN MYSTERIES AND RITES
of the rose and cross. Write School of Light,
P.O. Box 3513, Quartz Hill, CA 93536



INSTRUCTION
UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living
and loving. Free information. — Growth,

Dept. 284-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana,
CA 91356

BECOME ORDAINED MINISTER. Write
International Missionary Fellowship, 4472
Edison Ave., Sacramento, CA 95821

MAGAZINES

COSMIC VOYAGE-Explorethis last fron-
tier. Cosmic consciousness. Discover new
realities, past and present mysteries, “total-
self development, cosmic concepts and
mundane modalities. Free brochure.—Cos-
mic Voyage, P.O. Box 1116D, McMinnville,
OR 97128

STRANGE MAGAZINE—UFO abduc-
tions. crystal skulls, Merlin's prophecies, for-
teana. lake monsters, ghosts, magic, more.
sample, $3.95; four issues, $14.95—Dept.
F2. P.O. Box 2246, Rockville, MD 20852

SETH/JANE ROBERTS READERS:
Reality change, quarterly magazine with
articles, personal accounts of change, list of
worldwide networking contacts, and news of
events, including the third intensive Seth
Seminar, February 4-7, 1988. $6.95/sample;
$18/year. — Austin Seth Center, Box 7786,
Austin, TX 78713-7786. 512/479-8909.

KOSMON VOICE: $12.00 year; sample,
$1.00 P.O.B. 664, Salt Lake City, UT 84110~
0664

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly
Spiritualist d's largest cir-

FORTEAN TIMES. Leading journal of
strange phenomena, acclaimed by researchers
and readers. 14th year. Airmailed sample,
$4.00 — Fortean Times(F), 96 Mansfield
Road, London, NW3 2HX England,

MISCELLANEOUS

“CALM CARDS"—36 pocket/purse-sized
cards. Effective stress relief exercises for
your spare minutes. Great “stocking stuff-
ers!" $5.95 or 2 packs for only $10.00.—
Simple Gifts, P.O. Box 76, Greenville, VA
24440

GLORY TO GOD. Thanks to St. Jude for
granting my petitions. LM

SHELTER CAVE COMMUNITY, INC.
Our objective: self-sufficiency. Widower
offers acre lot 1000 feet above beautiful
Ozark view. 60-tree orchard, garden, 200'
greenhouse planned. Land south slope. Ex-
cellent for underground homes. Have
machine, shop backhoe. Cave is 70x300 ft.
Share all this for $6,000.—P.0. Box 349,
Jasper, AR 72641. 501/446-2603.

LIVE 200 YEARS? Old health encyclopedia
revealsvital secrets. Reportand test included.
$25.00. Tax deductible donation. — Maiha,
Inc., Bonnerville, AR 71933

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15278
papers available! 306-page catalog. Rush
$2.00 — Research, 11322 Idaho «206FQ,
Los Angeles, CA 90025, Toll Free Hotline:
800-351-0222. (California: 213/477-8226)

INVENTIONS, IDEAS TECHNOLOGY
WANTED! Industry presentation/national

culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted
copies, reduced price subscription details.—
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London
WC2H 9LW England

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of
FATE the appearance of bound volufttes at
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold
on cover and spine. Each protects and organ-
izes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for your
library for only $8.95 each plus $1.50 each
postage-handling— FATE Magazine, 500
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 60035
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. 1-800-228-1 DEA.

CONVERT 1<TO$100CASH YIELD with
“Pyramids” seed coin prosperity principle.
Never fails. Instructions $5.00 from: Penny
Peephole, P.O. Box I790-F, Studio City, CA
91604

| WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE “Before
the Colors Fade” by Fred Ayre, Jr. published
by Houghton Miffiin Co. This book is out of
print and 1 lost my copy. Who will sell me
theirs? — Mary Margaret Fuller, Editor,
FATE, 500 Hyacinth Place, Highland Park,
1L 60035




NUMEROLOGY

NUMEROLOGY: Discover yourself! 45-
page analysis, $21.95, $3 p/ h. Send complete
birth name and birth date.  Numeroscopes
United, 2631 Blackton Drive, San Diego,
CA 92105

WORK WITH YOUR OWN VIBRA-
TIONS. Sincere numerologist wishes to help
you discover your full potentials. Complete
personal analysis. Send birth name, date,
$25.00 to: Fae, POB 42, Rudy, AR 72952 .

FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often!
Send birth date, SASE. — Mystic, Box 2009~
F, Jamestown, NC 27282

HAVING PROBLEMS with an important
relationship — mate, child, parent, boss? |
can help you understand what to do. Send
yours, other's full birth name, birth date, $10

Jeanne Helton, P.O. Box 4843, Stockton,
CA 95204

NUMEROLOGY & ASTROLOGY FOR
LUCK. Use our lucky star number method
for sensational results! Send SASE for de-
tails. - S.S.S. Co., P.O. Box 51943, San
Jose. CA 95121

OCCULT

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR AQUARIAN. Mys-
tical secrets. Information: Box 31129, Phoe-
nix, AZ 85046

WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Whats
yours? Hurry details SASE.—HOC, Box
8348 Dept. FNC-1, Albuquerque, NM 87198

DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS.
Gain money, love, luck, protection. Influ-
ence others. Write: House of Maya, P.O.
Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

PERSONAL

TAROT CARD READINGS. Intuitive.
Helpful. $7.00 Hanns, 2520 Forbes, Victo-
ria, B.C. V8R 4B8

PERSONAL READING. Send questions,
$15.00and birthdate. Experienced and hon-
est. Rev. Thylma, Box 224, Reynoldsville,
PA 15851
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THE GOBETWEEN Remailing Service.
$1.00, SASE.—Judith, Box 25893, Chicago,
IL 60625

TAROT READING for $1.00 donation,
SASE.—Gypsy Star, POB 6186, Baltimore,
MD2123I

CONSULT THE RUNES. $f0.00/page,
SASE.—Cathleen, 3012 Butterfield, Yakima,
‘WA 98901

HIGH DESERT PRIESTESS will answer
questions through crystal meditation. $10.00.
—Ranais, P.O. Box 1494, Joshua Tree, CA
92252-8028

EXPERIENCE THE POWER of positive
prayer. Details: Carol's, P.O. Box 10268-F,
Daytona Beach, FL 32020

CARD READINGS. Send SASE for de-
tails.—Rev. T. Castaneda, P.O. Box 4536,
Riverside, CA 92514

SINGLE'S REGISTRY for metaphysical
minded. Send SASE to: Psychic Press, P.O.
Box 1556, Franklin, NC 28734

TAROT READINGS by mail. One ques-
ton, $5.00. Three questions, $10.00. Full

g, $50.00. Write: M. Escalet, 13
Flotcher St. Kennebunk. ME 04043

INTUITIVE CONSULTANT-detailed
help. Any situation. $10.00. Informative
newsletter “Intuitive Explorations,”$1.00.—
Gloria Reiser, Box 561, Quincy, IL 62306-
0561

EXPERT TAROT DIVINATION. Imme-
diate response. $10.00 money order to: 3000
Colfax Ave, Suite 317, Denver, CO 80206

MIRACLE SPELLS! $5.00. All kinds.—
Glorianna, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City,
OK 73120

TAROT. 5 questions, $10.00. Full reading.
$25.00. Send photo (returnable).—Cammy
Kenyon. Box 3754, Holiday, FL 34690-0754

SPELLWORK: Love, money, success,
power, protection. $11.00 donation.—
Brother Bob, Box 14115, Cleveland, OH



SOUTHERN SEER, gifted in psychometry
and the use of pendulum, will answer your
questions and give insight reading. Send pic-
ture ofyourselfand print address. Donation,
$10.00.—R. Black, P.O. Box 326, Slidell, LA
70459

YOUR SPIRITUAL NAME channeled for
use-aS personal mantra, meditation. $9.00.
—Jean Danielsem 701 Pheasant, McHenry,
1L 60050

CINDY, past, future. Eight questions, $5.00
— Box 1753, Decatur, IL 62525

CONFIDENTIAL Astrological-Biorhythm
consultations. Write: Frances, 3117 Village
Green, Sarasota, FL 34239

CARD READING! Short, $6.00. Long,
$12.00. Question, coloring, marital status.
Shroff, Box 334. Braddock. PA 15104

REINCARNATION RESEARCH LAB
again announces its program. Identity Sur-
vival. Past life reading, present life analysis,
future life insight. Free information. — 7145
Snyder Creek Road, Mariposa. CA 95338

SUSAN FORD, medium, business. Finan-
cial and personal consultations. Half-price
introductory offer. — Box 74872, Los
Angeles, CA 90004

TAROT READINGS by professional. One
question, $3.00. Three questions, $8.00. Full
reading, $15.00. Payable to: Naturopathy
Institute, Box 533, Hewlett. NY 11557

PALMASCOPE. Your complete palm indi-
vidually read. Send xerox hand print with
check or money order for $12.00 to: Box
92209, Warren. MI 48092

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory
spell. Powerful! $2.00.- Karen, Box 942,
Bellflower. CA 90706

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING!
30 years' experience. Questions answered,
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful,
$18.00. Money order please.—Sybil How-
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WCIN
3XX, England

FREE “TACAMOCHAN" GEMSTONE.
Ancient legendary talisman for gaining
money, love, luck, protection. Limit one per
family. For yours, write Mayahouse, Box
9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader,
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five
questions, $5.00.

CANADA’'S FAMOUS READER,
NORAH. Send small photo. Ask questions.
$35.00. Office 566 Main East, North Bay,
Ontario, Canada P18 IBS.

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.—
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira
Loma, CA 91732-0042

POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK
will cast spells for money, love, luck, protec-
tion, Free details.— Raphiel, Box 470815,
Ft. Worth, TX 76147

ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading,
$10.00. — Box 961, Scarboro, ME
04074-0961

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a
stranger? A person you don't understand? A
voice you can't hear? The subconscious who
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi-
ness the Other You might never discover?
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710,
Dept. FC-87, San Antonio, TX 78299

SPIRITUAL READINGS, $30 OO.-Holly
Lynn, Box 1037, Ocean Gate, NJ 08740

$2.00 PER QUESTION. Send three or more
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped
envelope.— Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., Sche-
nectady, NY 12303

ORACLE taps universal consciousness.
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria
O'Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station,
New York, NY 10009

ESP LABORATORY. The new research
service group can help you. For FREE
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX
75117
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FREE TRUTH about evil spirits. — Ruth,
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206

PAST LIFE READINGS. Taped, $25.00.
Photo.  Reincamation Research Group,
Box 26563, Phoenix, AZ 85068

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World-
wide membership, male and female. Send
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden
Wheel, Liverpool LIS3HT England

FREE! 1987 LIFE CYCLE REPORT,
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date
with large self-addressed stamped envelope. - -
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam-
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading,
$10.00 cash/m.o.

PRODUCTS

BOOKSTORE NEEDS books, jewelry,
herbs, candles, other supplies for resale!—
Psychic Pshoppe, Box 3754, Holiday. FL
34690-0754

DIAMOND CRYSTAL. Transcendental
enrichment-introductory. $3.00 p/ h.—Gold-
crafters, Bureau 816F, Greenfield, MAOI302

FREE CATALOG. Mojo dolls, Mojo bags,
talisman, etc. for health, wealth, love, happi-
ness. —Emm Co Products, 10519 Samoa
Ave., Tujunga, CA 91042

STERLING SILVER psychic energy stars,
crystal bails, fortune telling tecups. Finest
quality psychic-spiritual. Catalog $1.00 (re-
fundable). — Psychic World, Box 487, Mys-
tic Island, NJ 08087

CANDLES, ALL COLORS. For details
send stamp to: DOT, Hammondsville, OH
43930

CRYSTALS AND STONES can bring a
new dimension to your life and relationships.
We offer handcrafted jewelry, pendulums
and meditation headbands, quartz crystals,
crystal balls, pyramids and more, all at
affordable prices. Trance readings available.
Catalog, $1.00 refundable. — Mind's I, Dept.
F. Box 446, Kulpsville, PA 19443
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GET THE BEST! Order your books and
supplies from the Moonstar catalog, $2.00.—
38422 Lake Shore, Willoughby. OH 44094

BLESSED MOTHER OF PEARL ANKH,
$5.00. Astrological pendants, $7.00 — J&K,
Box 21 I-F, Crestwood, KY 40014

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol
regarded as having profound meaning and
influence. These exotically handsome adorn-
ments are individually hand made in Nepal
of Yak bone and horn, set in pewter. Pendant
is over 5/8" in diameter on an 18" silver-
plated link chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle ear-
rings are 3/8" in diameter on silver-plated
drops, $8.95. Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL
60035

PSYCHIC FAIRS

PSYCHIC FAIRS—October, 1987: 3-4:
VFW Hall, Belmont & Austin, Chicago;
Charlie Club, Rts. 53 & 68, Palatine, IL.
10-11: Holiday Inn, Joliet& LaGrange Rds,
LaGrange, IL. 17-18: Executive Plaza Hotel,
4200 W. Jefferson, Joliet, IL. 24-25: Unity
Church, Central & Gross Point Rds, Evan-
ston, IL;The Dillon Inn, 307I5Twelve Mile
Rd.. Farmington Hills. MI (Detroit area).
30-11 /1: Des Plaines Mall, 700 Pearson, Des
Plaines, IL. Fairs’hours: 10 A.M. to 8 P.M.
Well-known psychics with lectures and con-
sultations. $1.00 off one consultation with
this ad. Marlena's new age stones & crystals.

312/885-1177
PYRAMIDS

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products,
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully
illustrated catalog. Pyramids. Box 30305,
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/
682-5151.

REVOLUTIONARY! Crystal and pyramid
energies are brought together in the Portable
Pyramid™. Many sizes and styles to choose
from. For a free catalog write to Universal
Mind Adventures. PO Box 89191, San
Diego, CA 92138



READINGS

1NS1GHT/GUIDANCE. Sensitive interpre-
tations, oracles ancient and new. SASE for
sample. — K. Douglass, SRA 451, Willow,

AK 99688
RELIGION

IS THERE A GOD? Frank discussion.
$3.75.-Dr. Kepler, 1431 Ocean Ave., #1409,
Santa Monica, CA 90401

ESOTERIC METAPHYSICS: Spirit renews
prayerful lifestream of inward wholeness.—
Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago,
IL 60690-1554

FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 22t stamp. — Peyton's, Box
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST'S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. —
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH

43216
RUNE MAGIC

THE KNIGHTS OF RUNES. We teach the
true ancient rune magic! The most powerful
magical art! Complete home study course.—
Box 2070, Decatur, GA 30031

SELF IMPROVEMENT

FREE NEWSLETTER: “Good News!” for
New Age. positive-, Success-, prosperous-
thinking people. — Golden Key Ministry—
Unity, Box 1463-F, Mesa, AZ 85211-0270

SORCERY

THE SORCERER'S GUIDE, paperback
book describing the laws governing psychic
assassination. $2.95 postpaid. — Gould,
P.O. Box 398074, Miami Beach, FL 33139

TAPES

SELF HEALING-SOUND HEALING. A
90-minute audio cassette tape of relaxing,
classical music with subliminal health affir-
mations (instructions, supplemental mate-
rial included) $17.95. (PA residents add 5%)
+ $1.50 shipping. Free brochure. —
Schwartz & Associates, PO Box 7568, Lanr
caster, PA 17604-7568

WANT TO FIND OUT how to balance your
karma, gain self-mastery? Write for list of
affordable video and audio cassette tapes,
books.—Emrose, Box 790-F, Lynn Haven,
FL 324440790

REDUCE STRESS through relaxation.
New cassette shows you how. $12.00 or send
for free valuable report.  Anamara Co.,
P.O. Box 13215, Wauwatosa, W 53213

TAROT

COLORFUL, personal Tarot design and
reading. Send birth date, $20.00 check or
money order.—Tarot Toubeaux, P.O. Box
441312, Detroit, M1 48244

TAROT DECKS, tarot books, cartomancy,
divination, occult books, playing cards, etc.
48-page full-color catalog featuring world's
largest selection. Send $2.00 — The Best of
Cards Catalog, Department FM, 179 Lud-
low St., Stamford, CT 06902

TAROT CARDS, instructions. $5.00 —
Specialty House, Dept: FT, Box 52-6445,
Miami, FL 33152

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho-
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu-
rate colortones and each Minor Arcana card
features a symbolic picture that aids read-
ings. Cards measure 2/< x 44 and bear En-
glish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44-
page instruction booklet, $11.00 plus $1.50
Eostage handling. Foreign, $2.00— Venture

ookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL
60035

TREASURE FINDING

ELECTRONIC DOWSER-Guaranteed
ESP sensitive. Fascinating, easy book of
plans, $10.00—Nova Systems. 6901 -R North
Lamar, Austin, TX 78752

UNUSUAL ITEMS

INTERPRETATIONS on cassette tapes.
$1.00 each, SASE. Judith, Box 25893,
Chicago, IL 60625
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NEW AGE CARAVAN: From Stonehenge
to Machu Picchu, handcrafted jewelry:
Navaho turquoise and sterling, visionary
quartz and sterling, Amazon terra cotta,
reproductions of Ancient Greek and Egyp-
tian. Also handcrafted folkwear, pottery and
Christmas ornaments. Catalog, $1.00—Box
315, Amherst, NY 14226

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free

Research Products, Box 270270-AZC,
Tampa, FL 33688

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity
Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone
between finger and thumb to induce medita-
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in
the tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces
relaxation, opens the mind's inner doors.
Only $4.00 each postpaid. Venture Book-
shop, P.O. Box 249. Highland Park. IL
60035

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18', on heay
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his
kind in a magic realm, our powerful Unicorn
stands alertand ready to explode into action.
His superb presence will lend enchantment
toyour home. Only $4.95, plus $1.50 postage-
handling,— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box
249, Highland Park, IL 60035

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in
your world with “I Ching Cards” — a new
Visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys-
tem of divination and revelation. Complete
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yinand
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction,
$11.00 plus $1.50 postage/handling. For-
eign, $2.00.— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box
249, Highland Park. 1. 60035

QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en-
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch.
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones
like these in streambeds, believed them
sacred and magical. Can they heal, bring
luck, prophetic visions? Three quartz crystal
baubles of varied sizes, about 3/4'to T, in
carry-around bag of black velvet, with scroll
relating their legend. $11.95, plus postage/
handling: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign.— Ven-
ture Bookshop. P.O. Box 249, Highland
Park, IL 60035

VIDEO

VISIONARY VIDEO GUIDE. New Age
video sourcebook. Directory of over 1200
hard-to-find videos! Psychic/parapsychol-
ogy/spirituality/holistic health, etc. Incred-
ible variety. Lists hundreds ofsources to rent
or buy. The only complete sourcebook avail-
able. $10 postpaid. Order now or send for
more details. — Meta-Media, P.O. Box 250-
FT. Emmaus, PA 18049

VOODOO

HOLY VOODOO taught by mail. Free
details. Men, women, write: Holy Voodoo,
P.O. Box 341, New York, NY 10021

HAITIAN VOODOO MASTERS help and
teach by mail. Details free.— LBT Publisher,
P.O. Box 964, New York, NY 10150

WITCHCRAFT

LADY MORGANA, spell casting, horo-
scopes, Tarot, For information send SASE
to: Box 269, 9832 Flower, Bellflower, CA
90706

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world's first
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers
authentic courses in Witchcraft, Sorcery,
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination.
Free information. — Box 1366, Nashua, NH
03061

FREE CATALOG! Crystals, books, occult
supplies, pyramids, jewelry, incense, oils, etc.
and etc! — Little Shop of Incense, 6207 N.
Broadway, Chicago, L 60660.312/973-001L
(V/MC accepted)

AUTHENTIC WITCHCRAFT! Your com-
plete occult needs center: Books, courses,
supplies, services. $6.00 for catalog. —
House of Paladine, P.O. Box 131, W1 Rap-
ids, WI 54494

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 126 pages!
Over 6000 books, jewelry, herbs, oils, tapes,
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. —
International, 8050-F Webb, North Holly-
wood, CA 91605

WITCHCRAFT — HARNESS ITS POW-
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world's fore-
most witches, teach you how. Box 1502-
FC, New Bern. NC 28560

127



128

THE SECRET TEACHINGS
OF ALL AGES
By Manly P. Hall

Famed mystic Manly P. Hall describes and illus-
trates the ancient Mystery teachings, especially as
embodied in Masonic. Hermetic, Qabbalistic and
Rosicrucian symbolism. Revealed are the secrets of a
way of life and thought wholly beyond orthodox
theology or philosophy. A stunning and authoritative
book. 9" X 13" with nearly 250 black and white
illutrations. 48 of them full-page. and 45 chapters of
text. Carefully indexed toaidexploration ofyour own
particular interest in the lore and mysteries of the

Original edmun with illustrations in color was 5100

Your cost for softbound edition:

Only $34.95
Plus postage-handiing;

52.00U.S.A.; 5350 foreign

Order today!
Please priat your name aad address clearly.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 24», Highland Part, IL 60035

CREATURES OF THE
GOBLIN
WORLD

By
Jerome Clark
& Loren Coleman

Terrifying monsters invade from out of
the shadowlands! Here is a spellbinding
collection of true reports by two veteran
Investigators about the world's strangest
visitations—hairy giants with glowing
eyes, panthers and lions prowling unlikely
places, huge birds on the attack, strange
beings from UFOs, ghostly dogs and other
bizarre beasts.
Paperback, $6.95
Hus $1.00 postage-handling. Order now!
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.0. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

FATE

REPORT FROM THE READERS
(Continuedfrom page 116)
STAR Foundation; she accepts no per-

sonal fees.

This was the third time the Summer
Sessions Office brought Woodrew,
author of On a Slide of Light (Mac-
millan) and the forthcoming Thunder
ona Clear Day (Doubleday), to speak, a
positive endorsement of her effective-
ness as a lecturer. From the numbers
who attended the program and the fees
the university charged, the programs
surely made a positive contribution to
the department's cash flow each year.

Woodrew held a “Think and Relate
Workshop on the World of Psychic
Phenomena.” She is not and has never
claimed to be a parapsychologist. She is
a futurist. The most vocal skeptical
critic of Woodrew's programs is Victor
Stenger, a professor of physics at the
University of Hawaii. Isn't it a paradox
that the very academic freedom that
allows Stenger to practice his vocation
is the one he attacks? — Richard
Smolowe, STAR Foundation. Waynes-
ville. N.C.

SEE THE DISTINCTION

| do not wish to carry on a long
argument with Arthur Myers who
objected to my review of his book The
Ghostly Register in the March 1987
issue of Fate. In fact, 1 enjoyed the
book for what it is, an entertaining
collection of ghost lore not to be con-
fused with a serious book on the
possibly paranormal.

Anyone who has dealt with psychic
events — for example, poltergeist cases
— knows that often the individuals in-
volved are deeply troubled and the
situation explosive. The wrong person



REPORT FROM THE READERS

doing the wrong thing can do a lot of
harm. Is Myers willing to vouch for the
sensitivity, intelligence, honesty, even
sanity of the “psychics and parapsy-
chologists” on recommended list?
Would he be willing to take respon-
sibility for any emotional damage they
might do?

In his letter (June 1987 Fate) he is
irate because | seem to be accusing the
people he recommends of wandering
around “muttering about energy.”
Myers should read his own book more
closely. In two of the cases he cites he
has Alex Tanous, one of his recom-
mended psychics, saying: “The energy
of her spirit is Still here” and “The vibes
are excellent.”

What troubled me about Myers' book
is that in recommending psychics and
parapsychologists, he didn't seem to be
making a distinction between ghostly
lore, with which every writer can do as
he wishes, and real research into the
paranormal which imposes far stricter
rules. Ittroubles me that in his letter, he
doesn't seem to know there is a distinc-
tion. — Daniel Cohen, PortJervis, N. Y.

ON WHAT AUTHORITY?

In the June 1987 issue of Fate, a
letter from Robert S. Smith of Van-
couver, B.C., Canada, statés that Christ
did not claim to be the son of God but
rather ason of God. | wish Smith would
tell us the exact authority for this state-
ment. If it is true, how does it jibe with
the saying, “He gave His only begotten
son. . .."?

| wish to be enlightened about this by
anyone who cares to express an opinion
based on the record ratherthan emotion.
— C. Edward Whitford, Liverpool,
N.Y.
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Prove YOUR
Psychic Power—Spin the

ENERGY WHEEL® !!
Designed by Gerald Loe

THE LOST BOOKS
OF THE BIBLE

‘The Lost Books of the Bible were generally
kept secret by the Church Fathers and not
until 1926 were the first translations from
Greek or Latin published. These books areall
supplements to the New Testament and differ
from the “Apocrypha” ofthe Old Testament.

Here arethetwo accounts of Christ'sinfancy
(-and 1t Infancy). The Gospel of Nicodemus
includes a vivid account of Christ's descent
into hell between the Crucifixion and the
Resurrection and his expulsion of Satan. Here

Mary and her

The formulation of early Church doctrines
was marked by dissension and bigotry. The
Gospel of Peter was rejected because it dif-
fered from the chosen synopses. The Gospel
of Thomas was rejected because it espoused
Gnostic views. Other books were rejected
because they contradicted the authority of

aul

Translated by William Wake, Archbishop of
Canterbury, the 203 pages of The Lost Books
ofthe Bible strip the veil of secrecy from these
fascinating Scriptures.

Hardcover — only $10.95
Plus postage-handing;
$1.00U.S.A: $2.00 foreign
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.0. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035



WHAT HAS FATE IN STORE

FOR YOU?

A chance to explore the
unknown . truths you find
nowhere else . articles and
stories to fire your imagina-
tion—thats what FATE has in
store for you. Here is Editor
Mary Fullers report on stories
plannedforfuture issues:

® Do UFO researchers now have
the “smoking gun” which proves
there is a cover-up of crashed UFOs
and alien bodies? Does a secret
group of intelligence officials pur-
sue an ongoing study of extraterres-
trial visitors? Jerome Clark exam-
ines an explosive new UFO story.

00 Ouija boards can be hazardous
to your health, says veteran para-
psychologist Martin Ebon. If you
aren't careful, they can introduce
you to dangerous mental and para-
normal forces.

® Dr. Marge Rieder theorizes that
“past lives” people discuss under
hypnosis are in fact memories they
have inherited. To test her theory,
she regresses identical twins—with
startling results.

°° Magic works in modern Borneo,
where concern about the spells and
curses of witches permeates all
aspects of daily life.

MARY MARGARET FULLER

In each issue FATE publishes fascinating true
articles, stories and features on the strange, the
unusual, the unknown. You can read such material
only in FATE because FATE isthe only magazine
ofits kind in the world

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE —
SUBSCRIBE TODAYI

CLARK PUBLISHING CO.
170 Future Way, Dept. D0026
Marion, OH 43305

Name

ing special price (check squer

124 Issues, $19.95 O 12 lssues, $11.95
(Foreign subscriptions:  add $4.00 postage
Canadian subscriptions: add $3.00 postage)
Enclosedis Ocash Dcheck nmoneyorder

| | wish tosubscribeto FATE Magazmeatlhe follow-
re):

Begin my Subscription with
15 Check Ifths fenens a v Ssciplon
L Your first copy will arrive In 9 to 9 weeks.
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YES—YOU, TOO, CAN SEE THE HUMAN AURA!

Like nine out of 10 stu-
dents, you may be able to see
the human aura after only a
few minute's practice with
our specially designed aura
goggles. Our goggles are a
huge advance over the awk-
ward hand-held films invent-
ed by W.J. Kilner. M.D., of
St. Thomas Hospital, Lon-
don. Consisting of adjust-
able. leather-like eye-hoods,
with frames to hold various
filters, they are comfortable,
safe and leave your hands free.

Without aura goggles, the extraordinary atmosphere
surrounding the human body is invisible to all but spe-
cially gifted or trained persons. Modern researchers
believe that this atmosphere consists of infra-red and
higher electromagnetic energies. Aura Research is a
pioneering field and ourgoggles can set you on the road
to exciting discoveries.

You may find, as do most observers, that the aura
appears as a pulsating cloud or envelope of light, com-
posed of one or several delicately colored bands. Like
scientific researchers, you may wish to focus on studies
of aura colors for what they may reveal ofthe mental,
emotional and physical states of your subjects.

You, too, may see how the auras of some subjects
reportedly show attraction by blending and becoming
more intense. And you, too, may observe strange rays of
light of electric appearance leaving or entering the aura.
These and morewonders awaityou in the new world our
goggles can open up.

Diagram of normal aura based on
sketch by Walter J. Kilner, M.D.

Set of Authentic Aura Goggles
with optically perfect 2X filters
and instruction booklet.  $36.95

Suggested Equipment

for Advanced Students

The aura goggle frames are

designed so that you may

replace the original

with a selection” of s eclal—
urpose filters intended for
igher study of this fascinat-

ing phenomenon.

Graded Training Filters

Set of three palrs: 4X dark. 3X

medium, 1X pale $28.

Inner Aura Filters

Foradvanced studies of the inner

$12.95

Outer Aura Filters
Foradvanced studiesofthe outer
aura $12.95
Complementary Color Filters
Set of six ilter pairs used to view
all bands or rays in the aura
$42.95

NEW!
Complete Aura Kit: includes one
each of the Authentic Aura Gog-
gleswith 2X Filters, Graded Train-
ing Filters, Inner Aura Filters
Outer Aura Filters, Complemen-
tary Color Filters and instruction
bookler, plus are empty spare
goggle frame.

['venture BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60036"!

I Yes, lam interested

set(s) of
| perfect 2X filters. Each $32.95, plus $2.50 postage-! hanﬂ\lng (Each set comes with instruction booklet) Also I

1 send me the following filters at prices listed above. | enclose $.

Address _
Add$250 postage-handiing s O'Y—
Tols _ Sttelzip

the total of my order. |



Have you asked yourself, “What
does my strange dream-image
mean?” Does a symbolic picture,
flashed into consciousness, haunt
you as to its inner message?
Whatis it, cloaked in mysterious
signs, that is trying to come
through from the depth of your
subconscious?

There are many keys to your
personality. It is time to learn
who and what you really are.
These mental symbols constitute
a language in themselves—ideas
formed in unexplained pictures.
Since antiquity man has sought
to decipher this secret code of
his mind.

These matters are no longer
cloaked in superstition, magic,
or the supernatural. They are
now revealed as the cosmic—the
natural functions of your being.
The Rosicrucians, a worldwide
brotherhood of learning (not a
religion) has been foremost for
centuries in stripping from self

SYMBOLS

Learn the
Secret Code of
Your Subconscious

its obscurity. Let the Rosicru-
cians show you the unawakened
potentials that lie within you.

ACCEPT THIS FREE BOOK

You are cordially invited to write
for a free copy of the Mastery of
Life. 1t will explain what the
Rosicrucians have shown and
taught thousands of men and
women throughout the world
about themselves. It contains no
fantasies, no catch phrases, but
a straightforward presentation of
what you can do to better your-
self and your future.

Scribe GF G-
Bodarucian Order (A RC)
SR AR G AV
Gentlemen:

Please send me a free copy of the Mastery of
Life, | am sincerely interested in learning about
the Rosicrucian teachings.

Addre:
city






