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NOW. . .
After 40 years

HAND CRAFTED 
CRYSTAL BALLS
Before World War II a limited number of 

man-made crystal balls were available in this 
country from Austria and Czechoslovakia. 
During and after the war the supply came to an 
end. Over the many intervening years we sought 
new sources of genuine hand-crafted leaded crys­
tal balls, but the specimens we obtained had too 
many flaws.

Now. however, we are able to offer a limited 
supply of superb 32% leaded crystal balls in four 
different sizes, with specially designed stands! 
All balls are superior quality crystal, imported 
from Italy.

They are gorgeous, near perfect—the next best 
thing to quartz crystal available—and at a frac­
tion of the cost. Genuine quartz balls in these sizes 
would range from $300 to more than $10,000.

! I

Balls (1) & (2) add $2.50. Ball (3) add $4.00U.S.A.; $6.50 Foreign.
Mbmi Ball (4) add $5.00 U.S.A.; $7.50 Foreign. Please allow 8 weeks for 
$135.00 Í
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HYPNOSIS - 1986!
WE ARE STARTING OUR 26th YEAR WITH 

A GENEROUS DISCOUNT TO FATE READERS
The BRAIN WA VE SYNCHRONIZER

The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic instrument that tunes to the 
natural frequency of the brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the subject's 
own frequency, response to hypnotic induction is rapid, easy and effective. It has 
achieved deep hypnosis in subjects thought to be non-hypnotizable. It will shorten 
induction time to seconds. It will make self hypnosis easy. There are no attachments to 
the subject.

WHICH MODEL TO GET
For personal use the Technician Model has all the features needed for Seif-Hypnosis and for a 

small private practice. For a large or growing practice or if you want the added features of a deluxe 
instrument, we recommend the Professional Model because of its impressive appearance, 
laboratory accuracy, extended ranges, ease of operation and electronic digital readout.

With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment with order. 
Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes. To Hawaii, Alaska. Canada, Puerto Rico: 
Technician Model $16; Professional Model $25 Illinois residents please include 7% sales lax.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Grots Point Medical Center 086

9631 Grow Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076
Telephone: 312-676-6151
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When you’ve sought for answers to life’s mysteries from many sources
and still experience only a quagmire of confusion, consider this;

The Only Way Out is IN.
There is a peaceful path, there is an Inner Way to the Eternal Quest. All 

the sages, saints, gurus and teachers from time immemorial have ad­
monished: "Go in. Seeker, go in!”

But the Inner Light keeps vanishing and the restless mind refuses the 
quiet repose of perfect meditation. How do you "go in" to find the hidden 
"Kingdom of God"? Is there a lost key to the Gateway — a Lost Word to 
rend the veil to the Inner Temple?

Astara teaches of an inner way — a sure way, a safe way. Perhaps it is 
your way. Our free booklet “Finding Your Place in the Golden Age" may 
hold a new approach to an old, old quest. It is yours for the asking. We 
wait to honor your request for it.

Eartyne and Robert Chaney 
ASTARA, P.O.Box 5003 
Upland, CA 91785

FXAE

Kindly mall me free booklet, 
"Finding Your Place 
In the Golden Age.” 

L’___________________
Astara — Helping Seekers Since 1951

Zip--------------
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PAPERS^

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
/ now have a theory that, of them­
selves, men never did evolve from 
lower animals; but that in early and 
plastic times, a human being from 
somewhere else appeared upon this 
earth, and that many kinds of 
animals took him for a model, and 
rudely and grotesquely imitated his 
appearance, so that, today, though 
the gorillas of the Congo and of 
Chicago are only caricatures, some 
of the rest of us are somewhat pass­
able imitations of human beings.

— Charles Fort, Books

LAST SUMMER Alejandro von 
Wuthenau, a specialist in pre- 
Columbian art at the University of 

the Americas in Mexico City, an­
nounced that at last he had found 
evidence that the Japanese were 
among the first people from outside 
the Western hemisphere to visit the 
Americas. As evidence he produced 
a terra-cotta model of an ancient 
sailing ship carrying 10 oarsmen 
with “Japanese faces.” There were 
also a drummer in the prow and a 
steersman on the stern beside a 

small dog. The object was found in 
the Guerrero area in southwest 
Mexico.

Von Wuthenau, now 85, has been 
hunting such evidence for decades. 
One Guerrero figurine looked to 
him like a “Japanese wrestler.” 
Another was two Japanese “baby 
faces.” He is convinced that his 
latest find eventually will rewrite 
history.

But will it?
Von Wuthenau’s claims are 

hardly new. In Valdivia, a coastal 
site in southwestern Ecuador, Emi­
lio Estrada, an Ecuadorian busi­
nessman who became an archaeol­
ogist, discovered a type of pottery 
which bore a stylistic resemblance 
to pottery from the Middle Jomon 
period of Japan. The Valdivia ware 
is very old — from 2800 to 3200 
B.C. — much older than any other 
ceramics then known in America. It 
corresponds in age with the Japa­
nese Middle Jomon ware.

Betty J. Meggers, an outstanding 
American anthropologist, theorized 
that the Valdivia ware could have 
come about 3000 B.C. when a boat 
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load of Japanese fishermen were 
swept out to sea and eventually, 
after drifting along a great circle 
route skirting Northeastern Siberia 
and the Aleutians, reached the coast 
of Ecuador. Meggers suggested that 
these drifters might have taught the 
Ecuadorians to make pottery.

Unfortunately for this theory, the 
Valdivia ware resembles early pot­
tery from other locations in the 
Americas, including Georgia, more 
closely than it resembles Japanese 
pottery. In addition, pottery has 
now been found in Ecuador which 
is much older than the Valdivia pot­
tery and bears no resemblance to 
Joman ware. Nor are the resem­
blances between the Valdivia and 
the Joman pottery as close as was 
once thought.

00
ROMANTIC NOTIONS

THERE IS A tendency among 
many people, for reasons we 

have never been able to understand, 
to doubt that the Indians of the 
Americas could have developed in­
dependently the great civilizations 
they did without knowledge from 
the Old World. But is it really more 
romantic to believe that the con­
cepts of the pyramids came from 
Egypt rather than developed inde­
pendently in the Americas? Is it 
necessary that a Mexican goddess 
of fertility resemble Queen Nefer- 
titi?

Some people apparently think 

so. Obviously there were both 
Europeans and Asians in the Amer­
icas before Columbus landed. But 
could they have influenced the cul­
ture of the people they encoun­
tered? As Nigel Davies says in his 
Voyagers to the New World (1979): 
“A few exhausted fishermen are 
improbable candidates for the dis­
tinction of launching a technical 
revolution in a new continent. More 
probably the castaways would have 
gone native and adapted them­
selves, if they survived, to local cus­
toms in their new surroundings. 
This occurred in the documented 
case of the Spaniards Gonzalo 
Guerrero and Jeronimo de Aguilar, 
who were marooned on the Mexi­
can coast and found by Cortes 
when he first arrived there.”

We find the evidence for Chinese 
and Japanese contact with the early 
Americas persuasive but we doubt 
that it had much influence on the 
native cultures already in place. 
Indeed, if Cortes had not brought 
guns, horses and especially small­
pox with him, we doubt that he 
would have had much influence on 
the powerful Aztec empire.

00
THE EVIDENCE?

CHINESE JUNKS are known 
to have blown or drifted ashore 

on the Western coast of the Ameri­
cas within historical times. It is 
reasonable to assume, therefore, 
that they did the same during pre
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this scene is a fairy tale.

Because 27 million American adults can't read a child’s bedtime story, can't read
a street sign, can't read ...period

Functional illiteracy is a problem that new affects 1 out of 5 American adults. It can 
rob them of a decent Hying; it can rob them of self-respect; it can rob them of the simplest 
of human pleasures... like reading a letter from a friend.
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MYSTICAL PENDANTS
Exquisitely crafted 

Imported 32% lead crystal

Brilliant and gem-like, these light­
catching, eye-catching shapes will lend 
dash to your costume and magic to your 
mood. They gfew, they scintillate, they 
reflect not only tight but mystical signifi­
cance as symbols of love, power for­
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shape for which your spirit calls:

Teardrop 18mm (11/16*)
Half-Frosted Cross 20 mm (3/4*) 
Faceted Ball 12 mm (7/16*)

Etched Star 20 mm (3/4*)
Flat Heart 18 mm (11/16*)

AB pendants on 18* gold-plated neckchain.
$8.95 each, plus $1.00 P/H

Crystal earrings also available:
Pierced Dangle 11 mm (3/8")
Pierced Round 4 mm (3/16*)
$7.95 each, plus $1.00 P/H

Order now from: 

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
PO Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

historic times. But there is no strong 
evidence of prehistoric imported 
artifacts from or trade with these 
countries.

And what about the “Japanese 
facial characteristics?” Aboriginal 
Americans, a medley of physical 
types, resist characterization. A 
kind of Mongoloid veneer overlies 
the majority of native Americans 
since they have straight black hair 
and comparatively hairless bodies. 
But on the whole their physical 
appearance varies widely.

Some do have slanting eyes and 
high cheekbones but Davies once 
asked a Peruvian collector to point 
out one true Mongoloid from 
among his pieces, which included 
many Mochica portrait heads, and 
he was unable to do so. Chinese 
history makes no reference to any 
expedition ever crossing the East­
ern Ocean and returning. No veri­
fied Asian object has been found in 
a guaranteed pre-Columbian con­
text.

The only evidence is very iffy. 
Similar art forms do exist but are 
extremely controversial. These in­
clude lotus motifs, elephant trunks 
(are they really elephant trunks?), 
ceramic scroll designs and human 
heads emerging from animal bodies. 
The elephant and lotus in Mayan 
art are still debated. Davies says the 
nearest approach to such resem­
blances may be a Chinese “soap­
stone lamp” unearthed in Maya coun­
try. It was so near the surface, however.
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that it could easily have been intro- 
duced into its pre-Columbian 
mound after the conquest, when 
Chinese wares were being shipped 
to Mexico from Manila through 
Acapulco.

As for planned pre-Columbian 
travel, it couldn4 have existed. But 
accidental travel certainly did. 
Within the past 200 years 60 Japa­
nese junks have been inadvertently 
carried off across the Pacific, 
according to Davies, and six junks 
are known to have reached North 
America between Alaska and the 
Columbia River; another six were 
wrecked on the Mexican coast or 
encountered just offshore.

Long before this, however, when 
the Europeans first arrived in North­

You will also receive absolutely free 
of charge a six-month introductory 
subscription to a beautiful metaphysical 
magazine: ABUNDANT LIVING.

ABUNDANT LIVING,DEPT. F,BOX 100,SAN DIEGO,CA92138

west America, they found Japanese 
slaves held by the Salmon Indians. 
Does anyone need more evidence 
that the Japanese were here? But as 
slaves they obviously had little 
chance of influencing the culture. It 
is one thing for Japanese junks to 
have survived the Pacific Ocean 
crossing; it is quite another for a 
12-man canoe to have made it.

If we needed any more persuasive 
evidence of the unlikelihood of any 
culture’s influencing another under 
such circumstances, consider the 
hundreds of years that the Vikings 
were in Greenland. There were 
thousands of them. They certainly 
visited Labrador and Newfound­
land. They maintained farming 
communities and the records of the 
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cattle on their farms still exist. But 
they seem to have had no influence 
on the Eskimos or the Indians with 
whom they came in contact. Per­
haps it was because they did not 
have horses, gunpowder and small­
pox with which to make an impres­
sion.

00
FEEDING THE GODS

ONE HAS only to study the 
Middle American and South 

American Indian civilizations to 
realize how very different their 
whole culture is from that of the 
Old World. They were brilliant 
people with tremendous capabili­
ties. The Mayas, for example, built 
great stone buildings with elaborate 
bas-relief carvings, paintings and 
texts. They created marvelous pot­
tery and built reservoirs for drink­
ing water and sweat baths complete 
with drainage systems. They devel­
oped a wide-ranging commerce and 
had astronomical and mathemati­
cal skills that exceeded those of 
Europe and Asia. In recent years we 
have discovered that their books, 
most of which were destroyed by 
the Spanish conquerors, depicted 
their history and told the story of 
their battles, kings and sacrifices.

It was in their fixation on blood 
that they differed from Europeans. 
Their sacrifices were to feed the 
gods and keep the universe func­
tioning. They waged wars, appar­
ently not so much to gain territories 

as to capture human victims for 
their bloody sacrifices. If they 
sought territorial conquests in their 
raids they have not recorded it. But 
they have recorded the capture of 
high-ranking persons, including 
enemy kings, for sacrifices. They 
needed their captives’ blood to keep 
the universe running.

One need for their sacrifices was 
a still-beating heart torn from their 
captives’ chests after they had been 
cut open with obsidian knives. Even 
more sacred than the blood of their 
captives was the blood of the royal 
family. They practiced self-mutila­
tion to get that blood for their gods 
and glorified their actions with 
sculptures showing the act. One 
such statue depicts a lord cutting his 
penis and catching the blood in a 
bowl. Another shows the Lady Xoc, 
wife of Shield-Jaguar, pulling a 
thorn-lined rope across her muti­
lated tongue.

By Western and even Asiatic 
standards a culture built around 
ideas like these was incredibly bar­
baric and different from our own. 
And if people of a different culture 
came into the New World before 
Columbus, they left no evidence of 
having been an influence.

00
XEMU RULES

THIS PAST November the Los 
Angeles Times obtained copies 

of heretofore-secret Church of 
Scientology documents, called “up-
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SEKHEM
The Ancient

Egyptian Litefofce

T^ke Charge
Conquer life,
End self-doubt!

Be strong and safe with 
people and events. Three 
powerful classroom lec- 
tures by world-famous 
author Vernon Howard 
on a 90-minute cassette 
tape. Be in calm command 
of your life at work, at 
home, everywhere!
Psychiatrist J. Freeland 

states, “With these heal­
ing powers, you can truly 
start life all over. Act now!" 
$10 Value now only $5. Send to: 
NEW LIFE, 220-B N. La Luna 

Ojai, California 93023 

per-level technology,” and ran a se­
ries of articles on what leaders of the 
controversial sect really believe.

It turns out they believe that the 
world’s troubles can be laid to an 
interstellar despot named Xemu. 
Seventy-five million years ago 
Xemu ruled 90 planets, among them 
earth, which was then called Tee- 
geeach. Deciding that there were 
too many people around for exist­
ing resources to support, Xemu 
ordered earthlings and beings from 
other worlds in his empire to be 
captured and gathered in several 
large volcanoes. There they were 
blown up with thermonuclear 
weapons.

The assault vaporized their bod­
ies but not their spirits, which were 
then unleashed to cause trouble for 
succeeding generations of human 
beings. Scientology’s task is to free 
its followers of harassment from 
these evil spirits.

These revelations have subjected 
the already-embattled organization 
to a fresh round of ridicule. But the 
Rev. Ken Hoden, head of the 
Church of Scientology in Califor­
nia, claims, “We have found when­
ever we have been attacked ... we 
continue to grow and expand. We 
are trying to tell the world about 
who we are. If anything, what is 
happening only makes our convic­
tion stronger.”

Church leaders are fighting to 
prevent further release of secret 
documents.
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PRINCE CHARLES’ “UFO” 
SUPERMARKET TABLOIDS 

in this country reported this 
past March that on February 23, as 
Prince Charles was returning to 
Britain from a trip to the United 
States, he had a close encounter 
with a UFO. He was aboard his 
VC10 which at the time was flying 
over the Irish Sea.

The story first appeared on 
March 2 in a sensationalistic Fleet 
Street tabloid, the Sunday Mirror, 
under the blaring headline 
CHARLES IN UFO RIDDLE. As 
the Mirror tells it, “Prince Charles 
is at the center of a bizarre UFO 
mystery. The Prince had a close encoun- 
ter during a flight home from the 
U.S.A, last weekend.
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“The pilot of his RAF VCIO 
radioed air traffic control to say he 
had been startled by a ‘glowing red 
object’ in the sky.

“Incredibly, four other aircraft 
reported sighting the ‘UFO’ over 
the same stretch of the Irish Sea.

“An immediate investigation was 
launched — but no trace of the un­
identified aircraft has been found.”

In the March-April 1986 issue of 
Northern UFO News Jenny Ran­
dles, director of investigations for 
the British UFO Research Associa­
tion, wryly observes that the news­
paper fails to note that Prince 
Charles himself did not see the brief­
ly visible phenomenon. It was his 
pilot—along with four other planes and 
hundreds of persons on the ground

How this "X

, MAGNETIC

___ STATE_______ZIP_______  
w Money Bick j
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— who saw the object.
She adds, “All you budding in­

vestigators out there tell me what 
you think a bright object with a tail 
streaking across the sky and clearly 
miles high in the atmosphere (be­
cause it was seen over such a wide 
area) might possibly be.”

She asks readers not to reply 
“unless you have evidence that it 
was not a fireball meteor.”

Like Jimmy Carter’s “UFO” 
(actually the planet Venus), though, 
Prince Charles’ “close encounter” 
seems likely to live on, proving once 
again that for some folks a sensa­
tional yarn is always preferable to a 
mundane fact.

00
SAVE THE MONARCH

MONARCH BUTTERFLIES, 
all 100 million of them, are in 
trouble.

Every year they migrate from 
western Canada and the United 
States to a handful of five- to seven­
acre patches of Oyamel fir forest in 
Mexico. Unfortunately the forests 
are being thinned and that is caus­
ing a temperature change — warmer 
in the day, cooler in the night — 
which is killing them.

Cynthia McVay of the World 
Wildlife Fund is overseeing research 
into the problem. “The butterflies 
become more active during the day, 
losing fat and energy necessary for 
their long return flight north,” she 
told Science News. “And at night, 

the butterflies run a higher risk of 
freezing.”

The forests are being thinned by 
small farmers (ejidatarios) who 
otherwise have no economic re­
sources. A social revolution early in 
the century gave them a communal 
form of irrevocable land tenure and 
they are legally forbidden to sell or 
dispose of their property.

The WWF project, known as 
Monarca and directed by Rodolfo 
Ogarrio, is trying to develop new 
sources of income for the ejidata­
rios. It hopes to turn the monarchs 
into a tourist attraction and also to 
help develop tree nurseries to keep 
the forest replenished. There is also 
talk of an Adopt-a-Tree Campaign, 
intended to compete directly with 
companies that now buy lumber 
from the ejidatarios.

00
THE PRICE OF BIGFOOT

Grover krantz is a pro­
fessor of physical anthropol­
ogy at Washington State Univer­

sity. For years, virtually alone 
among the physical anthropologists 
of America, he has been investigat­
ing the Sasquatch phenomenon. 
According to Ed Penhale of the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Dr. 
Krantz’s interest has nearly ruined 
his career at the university.

Robert Littlewood, chairman of 
the WSU anthropology depart­
ment, defends his colleague, saying 
he has conducted his research in a
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professional manner. But other de­
partment members, deploring 
Krantz’s involvement in so unor­
thodox a subject, managed to delay 
for a time his promotion to full 
professor.

Krantz estimates that his search 
for Bigfoot has cost him $100,000. 
Some of that money went into the 
recent purchase of heat-seeking 
infrared equipment which he in­
tends to take with him on aerial 
flights over Sasquatch country.

“The animals [Sasquatch] are go­
ing to die in the winter more than 
any other time,” he says. “They’re 
going to freeze and in the spring 
thaw they start rotting, and rotting 
will raise the temperature substan­
tially.” The infrared equipment will 
take note of the temperature rise, 
enabling Krantz to pinpoint the 
location of the body.

But he also advocates a more 
direct approach: killing a Sas­
quatch. In the end, he says, only a 
body is going to prove that such 
creatures exist.

Krantz suspects that in the past 
hunters have shot such animals but 
they haven’t reported that fact. “If 
they got to the body and looked at 
it,” he speculates, “they probably 
thought they killed a valuable ani­
mal that belonged to somebody — a 
research institution — or a very 
deviant human being. In either case 
they shut up about it.”

co
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EASTER ISLAND PUZZLE Thirty years ago Thor 
Heyerdahl went to Easter Island 

to try to solve the mysteries of that 
strange little land which covers only 
46 square miles. His expedition did 
notable archaeological work and 
helped clarify some of the island's 
riddles such as the primitive writing 
that the people on this small dot of 
land developed, the wars between 
the “short-ears” and the “long-ears” 
and especially the methods that the 

Easter Islanders used to move their 
gigantic statues weighing up to 50 
tons.

Heyerdahl's theory at that time 
followed native accounts that the 
statues were dragged into position 
with native hemp or hibiscus-fiber 
ropes and that rounded pebbles 
were probably placed underneath 
them to serve as rollers, aided by 
slippery seaweed. It seemed then 
that the statues were hauled into 
position up earthen inclines and
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gradually upended by removing the 
supporting material from beneath 
their bases.

Now, 30 years later, at age 71 
Heyerdahl is back on Easter Island 
to observe a technique for moving 
the huge stones. The technique was 
developed by a young Czech engi­
neer, Pavel Pavel, who will test his 
method with a crew of only 18 men. 
When Heyerdahl moved the statues, 
the effort required 180 men. Pavel 
devised his system using four sets of 
ropes and has tested it with a suc­
cessful trial run in Czechoslovakia. 
By the time you read this, the secret 
may be out.

00
COLOR SIRIUS RED

THE BRIGHTEST star we can 
see from earth is Sirius and 

most of us are familiar with its bril­
liant bluish-white color. But there is 
a mystery about Sirius' color and 
astronomers are trying to unravel 
it. For a long time they have been 
puzzled over descriptions of the star 
in Greek and Roman texts and 
Babylonian cuneiform which all de­
scribed Sirius as red.

Sources dating from 1000 to 500 
B.C. all described the star as red. In 
Rome red-coated dogs were sacri­
ficed each year when Sirius rose just 
ahead of the sun. Astronomers 
doubted these descriptions saying 
either the ancients were talking 
about a different star or the transla­
tors were mistaken. One astrono-
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mer even speculated that viewers 
had evolved from the time when 
they were able only to identify red 
to today when they can see that 
Sirius is bluish-white. But a newly- 
discovered, more recent manuscript, 
written by Gregory of Tours in the 
Sixth Century, describes Sirius as 
“Rubeola” or “Robeola” — the red 
or rusty star.

The text, according to Walter 
Sullivan in the New York Times, 
was written to help monasteries 
determine when the constellations 
were properly aligned for evening 
divine services. Sirius was then also 
called “Stella Splendida,” implying 
that then, as now, it was the bright­
est star in the heavens.

This, of course, led astronomers, 
instead of questioning the seeing 
ability of the ancients, to wonder 
why Sirius changed color. Wolf- 
hard Schlosser, an astronomer, and 
Werner Bergmann, a historian, 
have deemed it likely that when 
Sirius was described as red, it was 
because at that time the star was 
being circled by a red giant compan­
ion star which then blew off its 
outer shell and collapsed into a 
white dwarf. Light from the red 
giant would have produced a com­
bined red image from the twin stars.

It is now known that Sirius has a 
companion white dwarf star whose 
existence was deduced mathemati­
cally by a German astronomer 
who observed that Sirius' move­
ment through space was irregular.
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An addition to the mystery is that 
the primitive Dogon tribe of Mali, 
near Timbuktu in western Africa, 
has a tradition that Sirius has a 
small invisible companion. This is 
part of the secret lore of the Dogon 
priests who also knew that Jupiter 
has four inner moons, that Saturn 
has rings and that all the planets 
including earth follow elliptical 
orbits around the sun. Writer Rob­
ert K. G. Temple argues that the 
Dogon were too isolated to have 
gained such knowledge from mod­
ern sources. (See his “In Defense of 
The Sirius Mystery,” October 1980 
Fate.) He speculates that the in­
formation came from interstellar 
visitors.

00

NO TEARS FOR MARY 
'T’HE SHORT career of the weep- 
± ing statue of Ste.-Marthe has 

come to a close. It was, in the words 
of Dr. Augustin Roy, president of 
the Corporation of Quebec Physi­
cians, “a pure and simple fraud, a 
hoax, an imposture and collective 
hysteria.”

The affair began on December 8, 
1985, the day of the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, when — 
or so it was claimed — a two-foot 
statue of the Virgin Mary belonging 
to railroad worker Jean-Guy Beau­
regard of Montreal shed tears.

The statue, displayed in Maurice 
and Claudette Girouard’s house in 
Ste.-Marthe, a Montreal suburb, 
soon was attracting wide attention. 
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In less than a week 12,000 devout or 
curious people had come to marvel 
at it. In the weeks that followed, 
according to the Girouards, the 
Virgin’s tears started to mix with 
blood and many of the icons, cruci­
fixes and statues in the shrine also 
wept and bled.

Then on January 15 reporters for 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corpo­
ration borrowed one of the icons 
and brought it to a scientific labora­
tory for testing. There scientists 
determined that the icon was coated 
with pork and beef fat which would 
liquefy in droplets once the room 
warmed up a bit.

Two days later the Montreal 
Journal reported that Beauregard 
had confessed that the blood flow­
ing ostensibly from the statue was 
his own. He had added oil to it to 
help it flow. He insisted all this had 
been done under hypnosis. Gi­
rouard, who twice has been con­
victed of practicing medicine ille­
gally by promising to heal through 
hypnosis, had made him do it 
against his will, he said.

That same day Beauregard re­
quested psychiatric help and was 
taken to an undisclosed site where, 
in Police Chief Michel Beauche- 
min’s words, “he can rest and not 
have any visitors.”

00
THE MOVING STATUES

LAST YEAR and early in 1986 
the Irish were in a tizzy over 

whether 30 or more statues of the 
Virgin Mary erected in roadside 
shrines during the Marian year of 
1954 did or did not move. The con­
troversy was not calmed in October 
1985 when three men arrived, in a 
stolen car, in Ballinspittle, the site 
of the most popular moving statue, 
and proceeded to smash the Vir­
gin’s wire-reinforced concrete face 
with a hammer, ax and crowbar. 
The three Dubliners arrested for the 
vandalism were described as mem­
bers of a fundamentalist sect.

Hugh Mulligan, an Associated 
Press reporter, spent three weeks 
touring the country and collected a 
variety of opinions about the phe­
nomena. He was not alone. Psycholo­
gists, television crews and other 
journalists flooded into the sites to 
witness firsthand what many consid­
ered to be miracles. Not all were 
disappointed. Following are some 
of the comments Mulligan gathered:

Peter Prendergast, government 
press secretary: “Three quarters of 
the country is laughing heartily.”

“I saw it move! I swear it, it really 
did,” said nine-year-old Jennie 
Huggard, an innkeeper’s daughter. 
Gemma O’Sullivan corroborated 
Jennie’s statement, while an older 
boy rebuked both girls, saying, 
“Och, you’re thick.”

Skeptic Kevin O’Connor of the 
Irish Independent, Dublin’s largest 
newspaper, reported that as he 
watched “the features went out of 
focus and when they resumed the
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hands were up to the side of the 
face, as if she had received a blow. I 
felt tears come to my eyes at the 
hurt she was undergoing.”

Peter Kellner, of the intellectual 
New Statesman, said the statue did 
appear to move — “to rock to and 
fro just like the newspapers had 
reported thousands of other people 
saying it did.” He decided it was due 
to an optical illusion caused by star­
ing at Mary’s brightly-illuminated 
head.

Eamonn McCann, an essayist, 
said, “The statue is made of stone. It 
doesn4 move and that’s that.”

Mrs. Richard Vickery, a former 
Minnesota farm wife who runs a 
small hotel in Castletownshend, 
remarked that 30,000 gathered to 
pray is better than all that killing up 
north, no matter what they see or 
don’t see.

Conor Cruise O’Brien, a critic, 
concluded that “seeing things that 
aren’t there is an unhealthy con­
dition.”

Bishop Michael Murphy of Cork 
said that the spirit of prayer was 
“praiseworthy” but denied permis­
sion for Mass to be celebrated at the 
site.

And an unidentified young priest 
shook his head at the grotto activi­
ties and told Mulligan, “The real 
miracle around here would be see­
ing some signs of life in the congre­
gation during the homily.”

00
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FLORIDA’S GREAT DIG

IF YOU WERE able to crawl into 
a time machine headed back to 

the Ice Age and fly over what is now 
southern Florida, you would find a 
very different scene from the one 
that exists there today. The familiar 
peninsular shape would no longer 
be obvious. The state would be 
much larger than it is now and 
would be spread out into a kind of 
lopsided fan at its southern end. 
The sea would be perhaps as much 
as 300 feet lower than it is today and 
vast areas of swamp would sur­
round the low-lying coast.

The landmass itself would be 
much higher. Flying over what is 
now the Everglades, you probably 
would see a savannalike area with 

broad grasslands. As your craft 
swooped closer to the ground, you, 
our aerial visitor, would observe 
herds of animals as numerous as 
those on Africa’s Serengeti Plains 
— but most of them would be 
strange to you. You would see buf­
falo, mammoths, giant sloths and 
fierce predators such as jaguars and 
the huge, fierce dire wolf — and 
man.

We now know all this from exca­
vating a cave exposed by a sinkhole 
only a mile from what is now Bis- 
cayne Bay near Miami. The cave is 
described as the size of an average 
living room and is the richest 
archaeological/ paleontological dis­
covery ever made in the eastern 
United States. The bones of more
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than 50 species of animals have 
been found there. They are gathered 
up in more than 300 bags of human 
and animal fragments, together 
with bone tools.

Preliminary dating indicates that 
some human bones are about 10,000 
years old. The oldest human bones 
previously known from Florida are 
dated at 4000 years. Further tests 
are being made to confirm these 
dates.

It is obvious that the cave was a 
carnivore den. The humans of that 
time were both hunters and hunted. 
Their bones have gnaw marks on 
them but there also is evidence that 
human occupants built fires to cook 
their prey.

Gary Morgan of the Florida 
State Museum in Gainesville be­
lieves further study should prove 
whether the theory that Ice Age 
people caused the extinction of such 
animals as the mammoth and giant 
sloth by hunting is correct. This 
theory was proposed several years 
ago by anthropologist Paul Martin 
of the University of Arizona. Mar­
tin and his associates proposed that 
a rapidly-expanding human popu­
lation with skilled hunters could 
have completely wiped out large 
animals such as mammoths and 
sloths within a few hundred years.

Martin arrived at his conclusion 
after studying several 11,000-year- 
old Ice Age sites in North America. 
He says that, if the Florida remains 
are younger than 11,000 years, his 

theory would be refuted. Oddly 
enough, as the excavation site is 
dug deeper, more and more human 
bones are being discovered.

00
A PERIOD OF MOURNING

IT HAS BEEN my view since col­
lege days that some sort of reli­

gious belief is necessary for human 
well-being. Such belief does not 
have to be in one of the organized 
religions. Indeed, even the human­
ists often adopt a religious attitude 
toward their beliefs and I observe a 
belief system, a structured hierarchy 
and fanaticism among them.

The American Journal of Psy­
chiatry recently published a report 
by Ezra H. Griffith and colleagues 
on a Caribbean sect called the Spir­
itual Baptists. These people have a 
practice called “mourning” which 
does not involve the loss of a loved 
one but consists of a small group of 
individuals involving themselves in 
a seven-day period of praying, fast­
ing and having dreams and visions 
which they share with one another. 
The result, says Dr. Griffith, is that 
after the ritual the “mourners” show 
decreases in obsessive behavior, 
anxiety, hostility and depression.

Obviously, if Griffith’s studies 
are valid, they show strong benefits 
can come from a religious expe­
rience. From an anthropological 
viewpoint the fact that virtually all 
societies have some form of religion 
indicates a universal need for it.
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ESCAPED BOAS
and Other Urban Terrors

A horde of scary, dangerous animals is on the loose, 
wreaking havoc and attacking people in the most unlikely places.

Parti

By Michael Goes

WILD, WEIRD and wonderful 
are the forms of life rumored 

to haunt the sewers of the world’s 
great cities. New York has its cele­
brated alligators. London — or so

Henry Mayhew was told last cen­
tury — has “a race of wild hogs... 
almost as ferocious as they are 
numerous,” the progeny of a preg­
nant sow which wandered acciden­
tally into a drain. And of course the 
Parisian sewers were home, haven 
and organ recital room for Erik, the 
Phantom of the Opera. When the 

Tales of escaped boas and their depredations inspired this 1871 illustration, 
depicting a startling encounter said to have occurred in Montreal.
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Scottish city of Glasgow joined the 
list of subterranean urban menager­
ies in November 1985, its contribu­
tion was an escaped boa constrictor.

Peter Barbour had taken his 7 
'Л-foot pet boa, aptly named Slith­
er, into the bathroom of his Partick 
flat so that the creature could enjoy 
a wash in the bath. For some reason 
Barbour decided to slip out but 
took the precaution of closing the 
door behind him as he left. When he 
came back, however, he discovered 
that the snake had decided to slip 
out too. It was nowhere to be 
found. Since the only other means 
of exist (for a boa constrictor) was 
the lavatory, Barbour formed the 
obvious conclusions.

After police had mounted a thor­
ough but fruitless search of the 
whole house, the city’s sewage de­
partment was alerted that some­
thing serpentine might be lurking 
down below. The press reported the 
great escape with a mixture of fact, 
humor and alarm. Although Bar­
bour had been told there was “very 
little chance of the snake’s popping 
up someone’s loo,” the creature was 
described as “vicious”; only two 
nights ago it had tried to bite its 
owner. It was also, Barbour af­
firmed, “very fast.” A Strathclyde 
police inspector emphasized, “We 
are treating it very seriously. 
Although the snake is not poison­
ous, it is certainly big enough to 
give an unsuspecting person a nasty 
shock.”

Great Britain hosts a number of 
exotic animals, including wallabies, 
which have escaped captivity, yet 
maintain a breeding population.

The public responded ambiva­
lently to the prospect (however 
remote) of a large boa’s negotiating 
the S-bends of lavatories to ambush 
unwary users. Meanwhile, as the 
television cameras rolled, experts 
assessed the likelihood that a boa 
could survive in the sewers — not 
high, they agreed, because Slither 
had timed his escape with the onset 
of the freezing Scots winter. But the 
suspicion remained. Maybe the
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"Phantom panthers” reported in Britain, the European continent and the 
United States are usually thought to be pumas that have escaped from local 
menageries even when such menageries report no missing animals.

perverse reptile would survive. Per­
haps he would revisit the upper 
world via the domestic plumbing. 
Playful reports of excitable persons 
too scared to use their toilets were 
rife.

Finally the boa was recaptured 
under the floorboards of his owner’s 
apartment. As it turned out, to all 
appearances Slither had not sub­
merged himself in the toilet bowl 
and there was no evidence that he 
had ever, at any time, taken to 
exploring the Glasgow sewers.

But why should anyone have be­

lieved that in the first place? 
Because the sewers are the setting 
for several prominent myths, all 
starring a crawling horror which 
lurks unsuspected under the pave­
ments we tread every day. The 
Sewer Boa is a popular contempor­
ary legend, a variation of many, 
many narratives in which society is 
threatened by ravenous, murderous 
escaped wild animals. Such stories 
raise significant questions for cryp­
tozoologists, Forteans, folklorists 
and others researching the shadowy 
areas of human experience. 
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“Has the prevalence of stories 
concerning wild beasts that have 
escaped from their confinement in 
menageries been noticed?” asked 
“Vigorn” in Notes & Queries for 
February 20, 1875. “In this village 
[Clent nr. Stourbridge, England] 
lately, popular rumor has asserted 
that a bear, which got loose some­
where near Birmingham, is at large 
in our hills, and wonderful tales are 
told about it. At Broadwas, a vil­
lage in the Teme valley, a lion is 
roaming at large; while between 
Malvern and Worcester two wolves 
are scouring the country . . . and 
[there was] great excitement caused 
in New York by a report... of the 
escape of some wild beasts in Cen­
tral Park. It would be interesting to 
know how far tales of this kind have 
spread, and what foundation lies at 
the bottom of the ‘epidemic.’ ”

We can only echo that last sen­
tence from more than a century 
ago. Not only are all the animal­
escapees that Vigorn noted still with 
us, but their number and variety 
have increased beyond logic. If the 
Notes & Queries correspondent 
wrote of the late-19th-Century sto­
ries as an epidemic, he would have 
been forced to call its late-20th- 
Century equivalent — all the sight­
ings of phantom panthers, prob­
lematical pumas, misplaced kanga­
roos and alien entities found where 
they are least expected or wanted 
—nothing short of a pandemic.

* * *

THEN AS NOW, the sheer 
quantity of escaped beasts 

makes theories linking them to trav­
eling menageries ridiculous on 
their face, the reports are genuine, 
there are simply too many animals 
and too many escapes to make the 
idea credible — except as an expla­
nation for how exotic and often 
potentially dangerous animals came 
to populate the landscape. The 
insubstantiality to which Vigorn 
refers has to do with the fact that 
the animals are reported but seldom 
captured, implying that they were 
never really there at all.

There is no shortage of material 
and it has led researchers down 
totally divergent paths. The folklor­
ists hold that the creatures are 
immaterial because they exist only 
as characters in modern folktales. 
The same phenomenon leads theor­
ists sympathetic to paranormal 
interpretations to argue that the 
“animals” are in fact thought forms, 
hallucinations, perhaps even mate­
rialized beings from another 
dimension.

There was no disputing the phys­
ical reality of Slither, of course, but 
the fantasies woven around him 
transcended mere zoological real­
ity. The unusual pet had become an 
impalpable Threat. The horror­
movie scenarios worked on the 
premise that in the labyrinthine 
complexities of the sewers he would 
adapt to both cold and dark, would 
find food (rats?) and grow but not 
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so much as to prevent him from 
using pipes and lavatories as a 
means of reentering the world of 
human civilization. Soon the boa 
constrictor would be hunting 
human prey. He was unpredictable; 
any Glaswegian with a toilet was 
vulnerable.

A couple of weeks before Slither 
made his bid for freedom, there 
occurred an event which shows how 
the escaped-boa stories require no 
help from an actual snake to spark a 
reaction. This time the boa-in- 
lavatory was not necessarily a real, 
living creature but a mere rumor.

Although I had no reason to sup­
pose my own hometown of Grays 
Thurrock — which lies on the 
Thames some 400 miles south of 
Glasgow — should be immune from 
escaped boas, I was nonetheless 
amazed to read that sometime in 
October 1985 a plumber called in to 
repair an overflowing lavatory in a 
multistory flat block had aban­
doned his task when warned that 
the blockage might well be the 
three-foot pet “anaconda” lost by 
the owner of the apartment up­
stairs. (The “anaconda” later be­
came a boa constrictor; although 
totally different species, the two are 
regularly confused by laypersons 
and their names are used almost as 
synonyms.) After notifying his En­
vironmental Health agency col­
leagues, the plumber proceeded to 
solve the plumbing problem with­
out encountering a snake of any 

kind. To date no such missing rep­
tile has been located, let alone 
reported to the police who (I was 
assured) “usually only get missing 
dogs.”

I do not believe that a certain 
Thurrock multistory flat block 
harbors a yet-uncaptured boa con­
strictor in its plumbing system and, 
moreover, I doubt it ever did. I sus­
pect that the tale was a rumor given 
dubious respectability by the local 
press. The Thurrock Gazette, which 
ran a short article on the “Snake in 
Toilet Scare” in its October 18, 
1985, edition, either couldn4 or 
wouldn’t reveal the source. For that 
matter it had been unable to locate 
the alleged boa’s owner because he 
was “away” and so the very exis­
tence of the serpent remains uncor­
roborated. “We wished we could 
have found out more,” the Thur­
rock journalist sighed, “because it 
was a nice little story.”

That is a fitting epitaph for the 
episode: a nice little story. With a 
bit of luck it might even have be­
come, like Slither, a national news 
story. Rationally speaking, the 
chances that a genuine snake was 
on the loose in that apartment are 
far less than the possibility that the 
physical fact of a blocked toilet 
somehow revived a popular rumor 
of the type folklorists call an “urban 
legend.”

Urban legends are a dominant 
form of modern folklore. This is not 
to say that many of the narrative 
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themes or motifs they use are not 
ancient, but a characteristic of the 
style is to update and recycle them 
in ways relevant to present-day 
audiences. Urban legends are un­
likely tales told as true but never as 
the direct personal experience of 
the narrator who customarily in­
troduces them as things that have 
befallen a “friend of a friend” — the 
foaf— an absent, unavailable and 
in fact nonexistent witness. British 
students often refer to the genre as 
“foaflore.”

Some of the stories contain ele­
ments of grotesque black humor, as 
in the tale of the woman who washes 
her poodle, which explodes when 
she next places it in a microwave 
oven to dry off quicker. They can be 
physically abhorrent (man visits 
doctor with abdominal swelling; 
doctor operates and removes a tiny 
octopus which the victim unknow­
ingly had swallowed as an egg while 
he was swimming) or alarmist, like 
the Kentucky-fried rat or the taran­
tula in a plant pot. Of course an 
urban legend can also be all of these 
things at the same time. Folklorists 
like to detect moral warnings in 
them but just as often the moral, if 
any, is subservient to the story’s 
sheer entertainment value.

Students of the paranormal 
might laugh at the gullibility of 
those who swallow urban legends, 
not to mention octopus eggs. But 
urban-legend motifs often use — 
and burlesque — incidents faith­

fully treated as facts by Forteans, 
psychical researchers and crypto­
zoologists.

Today we are confronted with a 
bizarre escalation in reportsof alien 
animals seen in places where they 
have no zoological or geographical 
right to be. Exotic big cats, usually 
described as pumas, lions, panthers 
or lynxes, have nudged the Loch 
Ness monster and Sasquatch from 
the newspaper columns. Occasional 
variety is provided by out-of-place 
wolves, bears, kangaroos, croco­
diles and serpents.

* * *

ESCAPED and potentially dan­
gerous animals are staple mo­
tifs of folklore, none more so than 

snakes which, as foaflore connois­
seur Rodney Dale points out in The 
Tumor in the Whale (1978), “ex­
hibit turn-off characteristics which 
prevent many people from getting 
to know them better.” In addition 
to being talented escape artists, 
snakes satisfy the demand that 
urban legends start from or include 
vaguely credible situations. We can 
believe the story of an escaped boa 
because snakes periodically remove 
themselves from where they are 
supposed to be; they can also hide 
in the most unlikely places. The 
same credibility, though, does not 
appear in the rest of the serpentine 
foaflore’s fabric.

The escaped-snake motif blurs 
into another common foaflore ele­
ment: danger in everyday places 
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and things. Sven Rosen, a collector 
of Swedish Forteana, has drawn my 
attention to a story-cycle widely 
circulated in the 1970’s by press and 
electronic media. The “banana 
snake” is a fairly self-explanatory 
title for the tales of persons (in one 
poignant case a small child) who die 
after being bitten by a tiny venom­
ous serpent hidden in the banana 
they are munching. Folklorist 
Bengt af Klintberg vainly denied 
the truth of the story and even the 
existence of any such serpent spe­
cies. Rosen adds that when the 
“incident” resurfaced on radio some 
years back a doctor was produced 
to “confirm” both details.

Urban legends typically resort to 
alleged authority figures whose 
function is to provide spurious 
credibility to the story. Also typi­
cally, the legends adapt and alter; 
the banana snake is obviously a vari­
ant of the older motif where the 
culprit is a tarantula. Tropical spi­
ders misidentified as “tarantulas” 
have indeed been found dead or 
comatose in clusters of recently- 
imported bananas. We are invited 
to think that, if they can do it, why 
not some equally lethal species of 
tree viper? Interestingly, current 
British foaflore has transplanted 
the tarantulas from bananas to 
yucca plants; they now reputedly 
appear in pots purchased from a 
certain chain store, having been 
shoveled up as eggs when the plants 
were being prepared for export. 

The chain store, of course, has 
denied any involvement, even unin­
tentional, in the illicit exotic-spider 
trade.

The stories of snakes in lavatory 
bowls may have had their origin in 
reports from travelers to Africa, 
India or Egypt, where outdoor 
toilets are or were the norm. Trav­
elers relate that at a particular loca­
tion it was customary to fire a gun 
down the lavatory before using it, 
since a previous occupant had once 
been at a grave disadvantage when 
a cobra slithered up from the depths 
of the pan. Snakes, the tales affirm, 
have a peculiar affinity for lava­
tories.

Yet, however fierce their popular 
reputation, boas are incapable of 
swallowing humans and even their 
“dreadful” crushing coils are less of 
a threat than the nonvenomous but 
painful bite that may greet disre­
spectful handling. Still, reports that 
a boa constrictor is on the loose 
—and so at liberty to prey on 
unsuspecting humans — carefully 
work to override any doubts we may 
have that the creature could be less 
than a terrible danger. Press reports 
tend to gloss over the creature’s 
essential harmlessness to people 
and emphasize the alarming things 
it might do. An example is a July 
15,1928, story in the Morning Post:

“A boa constrictor has escaped 
from a traveling circus at Chattelle- 
rault, Vienne. Residents of the town 
are assured that they need not worry 
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for 12 days, as it will require that 
length of time before the boa con­
strictor becomes hungry. ...”

After a nod to credibility-build­
ing (the presence of the boa in 
France is explained by the fact that 
it was part of a traveling circus), the 
disingenuous journalist issues the 
kind of “reassurance” most guaran­
teed to elicit quite the opposite 
effect. The snake will soon be 
hungry — and everybody knows 
what that means.

Precisely the same scare tech­
nique was evident in another dra­
matic exercise collected by Sven 
Rosen. The affair began when a 
Swedish man supposedly told 
police that he had lost his pet boa. 
By the time local radio picked up on 
the story, the escapee was a boa that 
had not been fedfor a considerable 
while. And when a conveniently- 
recruited snake expert denied that 
boas “usually” eat children, the 
interviewer, not missing a beat, 
asked, “But could they?”

With press and Swedish televi­
sion on the snake trail, people in the 
area got awfully excited. By now 
the boa was said to be haunting a 
campsite and stalking campers. A 
couple bold enough to remain there 
nonetheless claimed to have seen it 
one night. The creature was “big” 
and had glittering eyes, the two 
averred.

After a fruitless search police 
thought to consult the owner of the 

said-to-be-escaped serpent. Yes, he 
had seen the news coverage — but 
weren4 they looking for somebody 
else’s pet boa? His was safely at 
home in his apartment, as the police 
now saw for themselves, and in fact 
had never left it. Someone, for some 
reason, had made an entirely false 
report that it had escaped.

The anonymous person who had 
presented a new version of the 
escaped-boa story fooled officials, 
reporters and members of the pub­
lic. His yarn may even have caused 
the two campsite witnesses to “see” 
the nonexistent boa.

Urban legends are international 
in their appeal and distribution. 
They spread, diversify and relocate 
themselves with extraordinary 
speed and they gleefully ignore 
national boundaries.

The implications of all this may 
be unsettling to paranormalists. 
Reports of phantom panthers and 
out-of-place animals are the life­
blood of Fortean studies. They are 
the material through which we sift 
as we seek evidence of extradimen­
sional forms and forces such as tele­
portation. Suppose — just suppose 
— that the amusingly erratic crea­
tures that we try to pin down are not 
phantoms in the way some would 
like to think of them but even less 
substantial things: merely old and 
ever-fictional urban legends —just 
silly stories?

This is Part 1 of a two-part article.



NEV ER TO RETURN HOM Е...
In a lovely old house resides the ghost of a woman 
who in death was able to do something she could not do in life.

By Pauline Campaneiii leum and made up our minds to buy
the house. Had the agent been will- 

ttT WOULDN’T go in there if I ing to brave falling plaster and
J.were you,” said the real estate accumulations of beer bottles, he 

agent after he'd hacked a path would have read our faces and 
through the overgrown weeds and raised the price.
maple saplings that hid the old The Saturday after Thanksgiving 
stone house from sight. But we had in 1976, we signed all the necessary 
already opened the back door, papers and the house — in the Del- 
glimpsed the wide pine floorboards aware River Valley in western New 
beneath the broken, blackened lino- Jersey — was ours.

“The Homestead," a watercolor by Dan Campaneiii, shows the side of the 
house where a ghostly figure, believed to be that of a woman who died 160 
years ago, first appeared to a teenaged boy working on hillside.
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This watercolor, titled 
"Firewood," depicts win­
dow the apparition pass­
es several times a week, 
disappearing alongside 
the door. Even the Cam- 
panellis* dog has seen 
ghost and runs to the 
door expecting a visitor.

It is hard to believe that a house 
abandoned for only four years 
could have fallen into such total 
disrepair. Having been occupied 
most recently by a poor rural fam­
ily, it had no modern conveniences 
but we marveled that we could own 
this historically noteworthy house. 
The Delaware River Valley has 
some of the nation’s most nostalgic 
Colonial architecture.

My husband Dan and I carefully 
planned every aspect of the restora­
tion and were perfectly willing to do 
all the hard and dirty work our­
selves while living in the house.

The winter of 1976-77, one of the 
coldest on record, seemed all the 
colder in a stone house with no 
heating system. Our days all began 
the same way: hot coffee in front of 
the kitchen fire to brace ourselves 
for that frosty trip through the 
snow to the outhouse.

Dan and I are both artists and 

our time is our own but we had to 
give up painting, our only souce of 
income, for the many months it 
took just to make the house livable. 
Before we could begin repairing the 
original plastered walls and ancient 
woodwork, we had to install heat­
ing and plumbing in such a way as 
not to interfere with the integrity of 
the ancient architecture. Our days 
all ended the same way too: After 
working 10 or 12 hours straight, 
we’d pull off our boots and fall into 
our quilt-laden bed with our clothes 
on.

By the spring of 1977 we were 
finishing up the details of the resto­
ration. Layers of paint and filth had 
been scraped from the old pine 
floorboards, the mantels and wood­
work had been painted in authentic 
Colonial colors, and the white­
washed plaster walls were once 
again white.

We furnished the cheerful rooms 
39
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with period antiques we had col­
lected during our eight years of 
marriage, filled the two kitchen 
fireplaces with antique iron cook­
ing utensils and lined the mantels 
with pewter. Our dreams had come 
true. Dan was finally living among 
the subjects he loved to paint, the 
bams and mills of rural New Jersey. 
The beloved antiques that I paint in 
oils were finally in their proper set­
ting, a Colonial farmhouse. And 
best of all, we were living like civ­
ilized people again.

* * *

ABOUT this time I began to 
realize that something strange 
was happening. Whenever I sat at 

the dinner table during daylight 
hours, out of the corner of my eye 
I’d glimpse a figure passing the back 
kitchen window. The figure always 
moved in the same direction toward 
the back door. I’d wait a second or 
two for the expected knock and 
when it didn’t come I’d shrug it off 
and forget about it until the next 
time.

Gradually I began to take this 
phenomenon seriously and tried to 
pay attention, to get a good look 
before I told Dan. I would read or 
write at the table under the kitchen 
window so that 1 could look up as 
soon as the figure appeared — but 
when I looked directly at it, it 
vanished.

I then tried to capture the figure 
in my peripheral vision. It was 
always the same. The figure was a 

woman, rather short in stature, 
walking with her head down and 
determination in her stride as if she 
knew exactly where she was going.

Once I was absolutely certain of 
what 1 was seeing, I told Dan about 
it. To my astonishment, 1 learned 
that he had been having the same 
experience. He’d see someone pass­
ing the window but when no one 
knocked at the back door he’d 
forget about it. We agreed that we’d 
better not tell anyone that we had a 
ghost. We were new in the neigh­
borhood and probably would be 
there for six or seven generations.

And that’s how things stood for 
about a year. The ghostly woman 
would walk past the kitchen win­
dow three or four times a week only 
to evaporate at the back door. I’d 
often see our dog Spring, sprawling 
on the kitchen floor, get up, tail 
wagging, to sniff under the back 
door, then flop down again disap­
pointed that we didn’t have com­
pany.

Frequently, our dinner guests — 
both friends and family — would 
suddenly look toward the back 
window and say, “Someone’s com­
ing to the back door.” I’m sure they 
wondered why we never bothered 
to get up.

By the summer of 1978 Dan 
started a project to fulfill another of 
our dreams. He began clearing the 
brush from the south-facing slope 
of the hill behind our house where 
we wanted to plant a vineyard. The



NEVER TO RETURN HOME... 41

PAULINE CAMPANELLI and her husband Dan are professional 
fine artists whose paintings have been exhibited in museums and 
galleries throughout the United States. Together they have re­
ceived more than 60 awards including National Gold Medals. They 
are listed in many biographical reference works such as Who's 
Who in American Art and International Who's Who in Art and 
Antiques.

Their home and artwork were featured in Colonial Homes (1981) 
and the April 1985 issue of Country Living as well as on PBS 
television’s second anniversary special — "State of the Arts” — in 
April 1984.

summer was hot and humid but- 
Dan worked every day — until a 
severe case of poison ivy confined 
him to the coolness of the house. 
Still intent on having the area 
cleared in time for a fall planting, 
Dan hired Stephen Kinney, a 15- 
year-old who lived up the road, to 
chop down, cut up and stack a 
scrubby mulberry tree that stood 
behind the house. Because of the 
heat and humidity 1 told the boy to 
take frequent breaks and to come 
into the house for a cool drink.

Steve had been working only a 
little while when he came in for a 
break. He was pale and quiet and I 
asked if he were okay. He said he 
was and in a few minutes went back 
to work. He was soon back again, 
paler and quieter than before. We 
gave him a glass of iced tea and 
asked him what was wrong. After a 
long minute, he said, “You’re not 
going to believe this but all the 
while I’ve been working out there 1 
keep seeing a woman in a long dress 
come around the side of the house, 

walk to the back door and then just 
disappear! She does exactly the 
same thing, again and again. The 
strangest part, though, is that if 1 
look straight at her 1 canT see any­
thing. I can only see her out of the 
corner of my eye.”

The boy was obviously upset by 
the experience and for the first time 
we admitted that we too had seen 
the ghost.

* * *

ALSO IN the summer of 1978,
Dan began to compile infor­

mation about our house to submit 
to the state and federal registers of 
historical places. The earliest record 
shows that the land was sold by Wil­
liam Penn to the first of a series of 
absentee landlords. Edward Hunt, 
the first to settle here, arrived some­
time prior to 1772. He eventually 
built a house and sawmill and began 
to build a gristmill. In the winter of 
1778-79, 60 Continental Army 
cavalry horses wintered in his mead­
ow and were “returned in spring in 
excellent condition.”
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In 1826 George Hunt, Edward’s 
grandson, brought his bride Mary 
Insley to live in this house and here 
they raised four children. George 
Hunt died in 1864 but his widow 
continued to live in the house. In 
1882 Mary Insley Hunt was return­
ing home from a five-week visit 
with her son in Easton, Pa., when 
she stopped to visit her daughter 
just across the Delaware River in

“ONE WHO WALKS WITH ME”
By Claire Metzger

‘ ‘ ents go from a state of low vigor 
and self-esteem to a much better 
psychological state and a sense of 
emotional closeness to the donor.” 

Dr. Pietro Castelnuevo-Tedesco 
of V anderbuilt U niversity suggests, 
however, that “a new organ is not 
psychologically inert. . .and this 
often leads to thoughts of having 
robbed the donor of a vital part, 
thoughts accompanied by guilt and 
fears of punishment."

They cite the case of Maine 
transplant recipient Grace Jacques 
who was shocked at the idea of 
having her heart removed and re­
placed by another’s. She said, “I 
will always have a person walking 
beside me."

Good and bad pychoiogi- 
cal results accompany trans­
plants of body parts, according to 

two psychiatrists in the article “Life 
on the Cutting Edge" in the Octo­
ber 1984 issue of Psychology 
Today. In what he calls a “psycho­
logical transplant,” Dr. Hyman 
Muslim of the University of Illi­
nois Medical School says the recip­
ient often behaves as if he now has 
the donor inside him. The trans­
planted organ registers in his mind 
as an anatomical part and also as a 
symbol of the donor. Thus he may 
believe he has acquired such traits 
as artistic talent, aggressiveness or 
generosity.

“Often,” says Muslim,

Bucks County. She died at her 
daughter's house, never to return 
home.

Dan and I never sense any fear or 
threat emanating from the ghostly 
figure which passes the kitchen win­
dow. We sense only determination. 
We believe it is the ghost of Mary 
Insley Hunt determined to com­
plete her trip home — a determina­
tion which has lasted over 100 years.

A WEIGHTY PROJECT

WHEN Benny McCrary slipped and hurt his leg, it took a squad of 
emergency medical technicians and violunteer fire fighters to right 
him and get him to the hospital. The Hendersonville, N. C., man weighs 

727 pounds.



THE 
POWER 

OF 
PRAYER

Tests at a San Francisco hospital verify 
that prayer can heal. Leading physicians are endorsing the results.

By D. Scott Rogo

DOES PRAYER really help you 
when you’re sick? Certainly 

there is no lack of anecdotal evi­
dence to this effect.

Before becoming religion editor 
for the Toronto Star, Allen Sprag- 
gett was a Christian minister serv­
ing a small congregation in Fever­
sham, Canada. When he was only 
23 years old he received his first 
“break”; he was asked to give a 
guest sermon in nearby Collings­
wood, a parish of some 8000 peo­
ple. Then disaster struck! He woke 
up that morning so sick that he felt 
“as if I had been slugged by a piece 
of lead pipe.” He had come down 
with the flu, complete with the 
usual fever and chills. He was so 
sick that he asked his landlady to 
call and cancel his sermon.

“While the landlady was trying to 

contact the outside world,” writes 
Spraggett in his book The Unex­
plained, “I suddenly felt an odd sen­
sation. Mild pulsations of heat were 
passing through me, like gentle 
shocks of electricity. My first 
thought was that I was taking a turn 
for the worse. Then, to my aston­
ishment, 1 immediately felt much 
better.”

He made a full recovery and was 
able to preach as originally sched­
uled, although his flu returned some 
three weeks later. The surprising 
upshot to the incident occurred 
when he arrived that day in Col­
lingswood. At the parsonage, the 
resident minister’s wife greeted him 
by saying that she knew he had been 
sick that day.

“She said that during lunch,” 
continues Spraggett, “both she and 
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her husband were suddenly im­
pressed that I was sick and would 
not be able to preach unless they 
prayed for my healing.”

Similar stories abound in popu­
lar religious literature. But interest 
in scientifically examining the ob­
jective power of prayer dates back 
nearly a century. Sir Francis Galton 
(1822-1911), the father of the 
science of heredity, brooded over 
the subject in 1883 when he wrote 
his Inquiries into Human Faculty 
and Its Development. He noted 
that “it is asserted by some that men 
possess the faculty of obtaining 
results over which they have little or 
no direct control by means of de­
vout and earnest prayer, while oth­
ers doubt the truth of this assertion. 
The question regards a matter of 
fact that has to be determined by 
observation and not by authority. It 
is one that appears to be a very suit­
able topic for statistical enquiry.” 
Galton therefore tried to answer the 
following question: “Do sick people 
who pray or are prayed for, recover 
on the average more rapidly than 
others?”

The eminent scientist collected 
the mortality rates for people 
known to pray—such as ministers 
— and compared them to data 
taken from the lives of more mate­
rialistic people, such as doctors and 
lawyers. He found no difference in 
their life-expectancy rates. He be­
came further disillusioned when he 
examined the mortality figures for 

sovereigns, for whom whole popu­
lations often pray. They had the 
shortest life spans of all. The ap­
proach Galton used to study the 
power of prayer would hardly seem 
impressive or scientific today, al­
though the surprising fact remains 
that empirical research into the 
power of prayer wasn’t resurrected 
by science until the 1950’s.

The Rev. Franklin Loehr, whose 
original training was in chemical 
engineering, carried out the first 
scientific study on the power of 
prayer while he was director of the 
Religious Research Foundation in 
Los Angeles. For three years he 
tested to see whether plants grew 
better if they were prayed for. After 
some 900 trials, with 27,000 seeds, 
using 80,000 measurements and 
employing the services of 150 sub­
jects, The Reverend Loehr felt he 
had the answer. The evidence 
showed that prayer could exert a 
physical force on the world of the 
six senses. With this find in hand, in 
1959 he wrote his celebrated book 
The Power of Prayer on Plants.

* * *

BUT WHAT about people? The 
human body is an infinitely 

more complex organism than a 
blade of grass or a seedling. Can 
prayer help the sick? Can it help 
those suffering the ravages of de­
generative disease?

It may come as a surprise to learn 
that research into these questions 
now has been undertaken by physi-
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INTRIGUING though Dr. Randy Byrd's claims may be, they should 
be viewed with caution, for he has been less than forthcoming with 
additional information in recent weeks.

When contacted by telephone, Dr. Byrd's wife Debbie refused to 
provide a phone number at which her husband could be reached; 
he will answer no questions about his findings, she said, pending 
the (thus far unscheduled) publication of his study. More impor­
tant, Mrs. Byrd stated that even after the study has been published, 
her husband will grant interviews only to explicitly Christian publi­
cations. “My husband and I,” she said, "are Christians.” When I 
expressed surprise that the Byrds wouldn't want as many people 
as possible from all walks of life to be exposed to the study's 
findings, she replied, “That’s up to the Lord to decide.”

Dr. Byrd would like his study to be taken seriously; yet the only 
questions he will answer are those posed by publications that 
share his own religious orientation—publications, that is, that are 
by nature sympathetic to his cause and that may not ask the tough, 
objective questions that need to be asked of an allegedly scientific 
study. — Paul McComas.

cians as well as religious practition­
ers and the results of their work 
have been published in respectable 
medical publications.

The most recent of these studies 
has caused a small stir within the 
medical community. A resident of 
the picturesque mountain town of 
Big Bear, Calif., Dr. Randy Byrd is 
both a cardiologist and a devout 
Christian and currently is medical 
director for the Fellowship of 
Wor|d Christians, an organization 
that prepares volunteers for mis­
sionary service. Dr. Byrd was so 
intrigued by the therapeutic possi­
bilities of religious faith that he 
tested the power of prayer while 
working as a cardiologist at San 
Francisco General Hospital.

He focused his attention on car­
diac patients in the hospital’s coro­

nary care unit. He programmed a 
computer to choose 192 patients to 
serve as test subjects for whom 
prayers would be said, while 
another 201 patients were randomly 
chosen to serve as controls. The 
groups were matched for age and 
the severity of their conditions 
which included heart attack, heart 
failure and other cardiac difficul­
ties.

Dr. Byrd did not do the praying 
himself. To keep his experiment as 
controlled as possible, the cardiol­
ogist recruited religious practition­
ers of various faiths from across the 
country—Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews. These volunteers were 
given the names of the people they 
were being asked to pray for, they 
had no direct contact with the 
patients. Nor did any of the patients 
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even know that the study was in 
progress, or that they were taking 
part in it.

“Each person prayed for many 
different patients,” reports Dr. 
Byrd. “But each patient had be­
tween five and seven people praying 
for him or her. As part of the study 
the people were given the name of 
the patient, the diagnosis and the 
condition. They were asked to pray 
each day but no specific amount or 
way of doing it was specified.”

Dr. Byrd asked only that the 
volunteers pray for “beneficial heal­
ing and quick recovery.” Most of 
the volunteers prayed privately but 
some met together in prayer groups.

The experiment took nearly a 
year to complete and the results 
were nothing short of astounding. 
Dr. Byrd reported on his experi­
ment at the 1985 meeting of the 
American Heart Association which 
convened in Miami, Fla., that year. 
He offered the three major findings; 
the patients for whom prayers had 
been said suffered fewer complica­
tions in three specific areas.

• While 16 of the control patients 
required antibiotic treatment as a 
result of their cardiac problems, 
only three of the “prayed-for” 
patients had to go on them. This 
equals a fivefold difference.

• Eighteen of the controls suf­
fered pulmonary edema (water in 
the lungs), in sharp contrast to the 
six of the experimental group who 
suffered this serious condition.

• While none of the prayed-for 
patients required any form of intu­
bation, 12 of the controls required 
artificial help with their breathing.

Fewer of the patients who were 
being prayed for died during the 
course of the study but this trend 
was not statistically significant.

Dr. Byrd considers his experi­
ment an unqualified success. 
“Based on this study I believe prayer 
is effective and beneficial,” he told 
the Medical Tribune, which re­
ported on the study in its January 8, 
1986, issue. “This study gives scien­
tific evidence to something Chris­
tians have believed for years—that 
God answers.”

Also astounding is how well 
many physicians have responded to 
Dr. Byrd’s study. The Medical 
Tribune spoke with several doctors 
across the country and the consen­
sus was to commend Dr. Byrd on 
his experiment and findings. Dr. 
Arthur Kennel, a cardiologist at the 
Mayo Medical School in Roches­
ter, Minn., called the Byrd study 
“an intriguing probe into an intrigu­
ing question that has perplexed 
mankind for eons: Does God an­
swer prayer? His study appears to 
provide evidence that God does.”

Another physician encouraged 
by Byrd’s work is Dr. John E. 
Merriman who will shortly become 
chief of staff at Doctors’ Medical 
Center in Tulsa, Okla.

“This doesn’t surprise me in the 
least,” said Dr. Merriman of his col­
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league's results. “I’m quite in agree­
ment with his study. I’m one of 
those doctors who pray for their 
patients. 1 believe that patients who 
are named in prayer do better. And 
that’s what Dr. Byrd’s study shows. 
You can consider prayer used in 
this study as a treatment. And those 
who received this treatment, this 
prayer in that fashion, did better; 
that’s what the facts show.”

Probably the most amazing en­
dorsement of the Byrd study, how­
ever, has come from an outspoken 
skeptic of religious healing. Dr. 
William Nolen of Litchfield, Minn., 
is best known for his celebrated 
book The Making of a Surgeon. He 
turned his attention to the world of 
faith and religious' healing in the 
early 1970’s. His subsequent book 
Healing—A Doctor in Search óf a 
Miracle was a scathing indictment 
of faith healing, psychic healing, 
psychic surgery and unorthodox 
treatment of any nature. The book 
was so scathing that it prompted 
some reviewers to accuse Dr. Nolen 
of fudging the facts to build his case 
against unorthodox medicine—a 
charge that seemed partially borne 
out when one pafient listed in the 
book as having died after receiving 
psychic surgery turned up alive and 
well! [Respite his skepticism, Dr. 
Nolen was favorably impressed by 
Dr. Byrd’s research.

When Chicago Sun-Times report­
er Howard Wolinski—picking up 
the story from the Tribune—asked 

him about it, he said, “It sounds like 
this study will stand up to scrutiny.” 
Dr. Nolen added that perhaps doc­
tors should write on their order 
sheets, “Pray three times a day.” He 
concluded, “If it works, it works.”

In fact, the only negative reaction 
to Dr. Byrd’s experiment has come 
from within the religious commun­
ity. Some pastors are afraid that the 
results of the Byrd study will be 
overgeneralized and that people 
whose prayers are unanswered will 
turn from religion. It is interesting 
to note that the religious establish­
ment was similarly wary of The 
Reverend Loehr’s work on the ef­
fect of prayer on plants, feeling that 
God’s mystery should not be placed 
under anything so cold as the scien­
tific microscope.

There’s an old saying, however, 
that one swallow doesn’t make a 
summer. And so we must ask: 
Could the Byrd data be the result of 
a fluke? The fact is that Dr. Byrd’s 
comparisons are between only small 
groups of patients. Dr. Byrd has 
outlined an experimental procedure 
for testing the power of spiritual 
petition more than he has proved 
anything concerning the efficacy of 
prayer. His experiment will have to 
be successfully replicated several 
times before the religious establish­
ment can point to prayer as a viable 
form of cardiac treatment. Dr. Byrd 
is, in fact, only now formally writ­
ing up a complete report on his 
work.
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This does not mean that his re­
sults should be shelved. For what 
neither the Medical Tribune nor the 
Sun- Times appears to realize is that 
Dr. Byrd’s study is not the first 
experimental investigation of the 
power of prayer. It really only re­
fines an experimental inquiry that 
dates back some 20 years — to 
research that produced curiously 
mixed results.

The first scientific study, in the 
early 1960’s, was a double-blind 
experiment on the power of prayer 
done at the London Hospital Medi­
cal College. Dr. C.R.B. Joyce, a 
psychopharmacologist, worked in 
collaboration with R.M.C. Well- 
don; they matched several pairs of 
patients chosen for age, sex and 
clinical diagnosis and focused their 
study on patients suffering either 
from rheumatoid arthritis or from 
emotional (psychological) dis­
orders. One member of each pair 
was prayed for by specially chosen 
prayer groups in various British cit­
ies, while the other was not. The 
patients were kept ignorant of the 
nature of the study and their doc­
tors reported back periodically to 
the researchers. They rated their 
patients’ improvement on a numer­
ical scale.

Unlike the procedures employed 
by Dr. Byrd in the United States, 
the British prayer groups were given 
rather specific instructions on how 
to pray. Joyce and Welldon chose a 
form of silent Christian prayer/- 

meditation in which the volunteers 
stilled their own thoughts and 
focused their attention on a selected 
quotation from the Bible. While 
expressing this positive affirmation 
of God, the prayers then built up a 
mental image of the experimental 
patient and his name—but without 
making a specific petition of his/ her 
recovery. This form of prayer is 
called “the practice of the presence 
of God” and, according to the re- 
seachers, seems to involve “the 
deeper levels of consciousness.”*

The early results of the study 
were encouraging. Of the first six 
pairs evaluated (as planned) after 
six months, five of the prayed-for 
patients showed greater improve­
ment than the control subjects. 
There was a delay, however, in ana­
lyzing the results of six additional 
pairs of patients. When these sub­
jects were evaluated a year later, it 
seemed that the control patients 
were doing better! The reason for 
this odd reversal effect is not known 
and the project came to an end on a 
note of uncertainty.

This British study did have one 
significant consequence, though; it 
encouraged a researcher in the Unit­
ed States to replicate it in 1969. Dr. 
Platon J. Collipp was chairman of 
the pediatrics department of Mead­
owbrook Hospital in New York
’This form of healing is currently taught in a much 

revised version by psychologist Lawrence LeShan 
in his workshops on paranormal healing. 
See his book The Medium, the Mystic and the 
Physicist. 
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when he decided to follow up the 
British experiment. Dr. Collipp was 
wary of the complex design his col­
leagues had employed, so his exper­
iment was more straightforward. 
He focused his project on only one 
disease with a known and (at the 
time) usually fatal prognosis—child­
hood leukemia. He therefore asked 
several physicians to supply him 
with the names, ages and date of 
diagnosis for 18 children suffering 
from the disease. They were all 
receiving similar forms of chemo­
therapy. Neither the doctors nor 
their patients knew that they were 
taking part in a study on the power 
of prayer.

The prayer group that took part 
in the study consisted of 10 families 
living in Washington state. They 
were given the names of 10 of the 
children and were asked to pray for 
them. The experiment was con­
ducted over a 15-month period and 
the results were fairly clear-cut. By 
the end of the project, eight of the 
10 experimental patients were still 
alive. Of the eight control children, 
only two had been able to survive 
their leukemia. This research was 
subsequently published in the Med­
ical Times. Dr. Collipp concluded, 
“Among the plethora of modern 
drugs and the increasing ingenuity 
of our surgeons, it seems inapprop­
riate that our medical literature 
contains so few studies on our old­
est and, who knows, perhaps most 
successful form of therapy. Every 

physician has prescribed this 
remedy and nearly every physician 
has seen it succeed.”

So where do we go from here? 
Because of today’s upsurge of inter­
est in unorthodox and holistic heal­
ing, more research will be focused 
on the psychic power of prayer. The 
attention Dr. Byrd’s recent experi­
mental research has received will 
perhaps serve as the impetus for 
similar studies. Back in 1984, in 
fact, researchers at John F. 
Kennedy University—which offers 
a fully accredited M.S. degree in 
parapsychology—were toying with 
a similar idea. Research is currently 
being planned to see if prayer 
and/or distant healing can help 
recovering alcoholics.

On the other hand, reactions to 
these studies of the power of prayer 
have been simplistic. There has 
been a nearly universal tendency 
within the religious and medical 
establishments to see these experi­
ments solely as tests of God’s power 
or the efficacy of religious faith. 
Few of the physicians involved 
apparently realize that they may 
really have been working with some 
sort of paranormal power gener­
ated by the prayer groups them­
selves. C.R.B. Joyce and R.M.C. 
Welldon were the only researchers 
to suggest this possibility. When 
they published their paper in the 
Journal of Chronic Disease, they 
pointed out that their research “was 
certainly not capable of distinguish­
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ing such a concept [of a spiritual 
force] from other psychic factors, 
such as extrasensory perception or 
psychokinesis.”They pointed to Dr. 
J.B. Rhine’s book The Reach of the 
Mind and cited it for providing evi­
dence that such powers could 
contaminate any study of the effi­
cacy of prayers for the sick.

But in the long run, does it really 

matter what force was at work in 
these studies? The fact is, evidence 
is slowly accumulating to show that 
prayers for the sick can work. This 
is an epoch-making discovery. It is 
a discovery that religion, medicine 
and parapsychology should be pur­
suing . .. especially as contempor­
ary science works to raise the qual­
ity of our daily lives.

DOCTORS SOLVE ROACH-IN-EAR CONTROVERSY
■pxOCTORS WHO treated a patient 
J-zwith a live cockroach in each 
ear settled a long-standing medical 
dispute about the best method of 
removal—whether to use mineral 
oil or lidocaine.

The opportunity came in late 
April 1985 when the patient sought 
emergency room help at a hospital 
affiliated with the University of 
Pittsburgh.

“We recognized immediately that 
fate had granted us the opportu­
nity for an elegant comparative 
trial,” wrote Dr. K. O’Toole and 

his co-workers in a letter to the 
New England Journal of Medicine. 
In one ear the doctors placed a few 
drops of mineral oil. They success­
fully, but not easily, removed the 
insect. In the other ear they sprayed 
lidocaine.

“The response was immediate; 
the roach exited the canal at a con­
vulsive rate of speed and attempted 
to escape across the floor,” 
O’Toole wrote. “A fleet-footed 
intern promptly applied an equally 
time-tested remedy and killed the 
creature by the crush method.”

SUICIDAL REACTION

ISRAELI scientists say hundreds of mice are committing suicide by 
jumping off cliffs in the Golan Heights. In December 1985 about 150 
dead mice were counted at the bottom of one Golan cliff, according to 

Yeroham Kantman, a nature expert at the Keshet Field School near the 
Israel-Syria border.

Kantman told Associated Press he has seen groups of rodents walking 
off cliffs in other Golan locations. He said the suicidal mice are probably 
reacting to a lack of food and living space. The Golan’s mice population is 
estimated at 250,000.
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INVISIBLE SURGEON
By Martha J. Mohring

IN THE FALL of 19791 noticed a
tiny hard lump in my right arm­

pit. At first I paid it little attention. 
It was only about the size of a small 
pea, but quite painful. I thought it 
was a boil forming and so I put it 
out of my mind.

But the lump continued to grow 
over the next several weeks, becom­
ing more and more tender. There 
was, moreover, no indication on the 
surface of the skin that it was a boil 
— and now it was the size of a large 
marble. It was getting painful to 
hold my arm close to my body. 1 
finally made an appointment to see 
my doctor.

The night before my appoint­
ment, my husband Merle and I 
undressed and went to bed as usual 
and in a few minutes he had turned 
over, his back to me, and was snor­
ing gently. I lay there on my back, 

still wide-awake. Suddenly 1 felt a 
man’s left hand under my right 
armpit, where the painful lump was. 
(I can! tell you why I thought it was 
a man.)

Startled, 1 realized that my hus­
band was not lying in a position to 
touch me like that and there was no 
one else in the house. I immediately 
surrounded myself with the protec­
tive Christ-light and told whoever it

Martha J. Mohring
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was that if he was not of Christ he 
should get lost. At that point I lost 
consciousness — in fact, I went out 
like a light.

The next morning I awoke early 
and recalled the strange experience 
of the previous night. My hand 
went to the spot where the painful 
lump was — and it was gone! I sat 
up in bed and carefully prodded 
with my fingers but there was no 
trace of the painful, hard lump that 
had been there the night before. The 
muscle tissue where it had been was 
a little tender but that was all!

I had read, of course, of psychic 
surgeons who supposedly remove 
tumors from people without re­
course to knives but the person who 
had helped me was completely 
anonymous — and, on top of that, 
invisible. Moreover, I had not con­
sciously asked for any help.

I mentally thanked my benefac­
tor, whoever he was, and canceled 
my appointment with the doctor. 
The tenderness disappeared after a 
day or two and the lump never 
returned. — Rialto, Calif.

DOG FROM NOWHERE
By Terri Blair

FOR TWO months, between 5:30 
and 6:00 every morning, I had 
to wait alone at a darkened bus stop 

in Chula Vista, Calif.
Fear gripped me each time a car 

passed by. Sometimes men shouted 
obscenities at me as they drove by. I 
was always terrified that they’d turn 

around and come back to harm me.
One particular morning in Au­

gust 1982 I was overwhelmed with 
anxiety as I waited for my bus. 
Hearing a sudden noise, I glanced 
up the hill in terror, only to see a 
pure white Labrador retriever walk­
ing toward me. I've had a fear of 
dogs since my childhood but for 
some unknown reason this dog 
didn’t scare me. He walked right up 
to me and lay down, gently resting 
his head on my foot. At that 
moment all anxiety fled from me.

I moved a couple of steps away to 
see what he’d do. He quietly fol­
lowed me and again lay at my feet. 
Cars passed but none seemed to 
notice me standing there. A sense of 
calm came over me.

As soon as I saw my bus coming 
over the hill, the dog quickly sat up 
and watched it too, his body press­
ing against my leg.

I boarded the bus and he just sat 
there at the curb watching me much 
as a mother would watch her child 
boarding a school bus.

“What a beautiful dog,” the 
driver commented as we pulled 
away from the curb. “Is he yours?”

“No,” I answered. “He just came 
from nowhere.” I turned my head to 
look back at the dog one last time 
but he was gone.

I knew in my heart where he 
really came from. 1 know he’d been 
sent to protect me from whatever 
evil lurked that morning. — El 
Cajon, Calif.



TRUE MYSTIC EXPERIENCES
NINE LIVES & SIX SENSES

By Daryl D. Reynolds

FOR THE last five years, on and 
off, I have kept a journal of my 

dreams and, surprisingly, I find that 
precognition is quite common to 
the dreaming brain. The trouble is, 
understanding what a dream means 
usually comes only after the fact.

On one October night in 1985,1 
dreamed of being driven somewhere 
by my black and white cat Whiskers. 
Strangely, he didn’t use the steering 
wheel to drive but somehow did it 
with his mind while he smoked a 
cigarette. I recorded the dream 
along with some others and forgot 
it, as is usual for most people. It was 
only in reading over the entry in my 
journal later that I realized its sig­
nificance.

Some days after the dream, when 
it was well forgotten, I was leaving 
in a hurry to pick up my date on the 
way to a party. Whiskers had been 
bouncing off the walls all evening, 
acting really strange. At one time he 
even hissed at the open door to my 
bedroom. When I opened the door 
to leave he howled loudly by his 
food dish and I, being a well-trained 
owner, stopped to open a can of 
food for him. He calmed down but 
when I went for the door again, the 
food was forgotten and he stood on 
the bookcase yowling. Thinking he 
might be injured, I looked him over 
carefully. He purred in my lap, sud­
denly content.

My cat has never acted oddly, 
either before or since. I was puzzled
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but I still had to get going. I opened 
the door and Whiskers flew across a 
stack of dishes I had allowed to 
accumulate on the bookcase. They 
crashed to the floor. Cursing, I 
threw the animal out as curiosity 
turned to irritation. 1 cleaned up the 
mess and as a result was 20 minutes 
late in leaving.

Five minutes later I came upon a 
massive traffic jam on the freeway. I 
read the details in the Sacramento 
Bee the next day, October 7, 1985. 
Apparently a cigarette thrown from 
a car had started a fire which sent 
billowing clouds of smoke onto the 
freeway. This caused a semi to 
jackknife and more than 30 cars 
piled up behind it in the smashup.

A cold chill ran up my spine as I 
read the story and realized that I 
would have been one of the casual­
ties if I had started out when I origi­
nally intended. Whiskers had man­
aged to delay me just long enough.— 
Sacramento, Calif.
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"PRAY FOR ME" 
By Helene G. Chew

I FELT an invisible force pulling 
me from the children’s party to 

the Queen Mary Hospital in Hong 
Kong. Around me were joyful 
laughing kids at a Lunar New Year 
party. But a dying woman kept 
appearing in my mind. She was my 
friend’s mother. I had never met her 
but I thought, “1 must visit her after 
the party.”

A very strange feeling came over 
me as soon as that thought entered 
my mind. I felt I had to see Joy’s 
mother immediately. I would burst 
if I didn’t; it was a terrible feeling. I 
had never experienced it before.

Immediately after the party ended 
we left. My husband dropped me 
off at the hospital.

I found the ward easily enough 
and knew at once the tiny form on a 
corner bed was Joy’s mother. She 
lay beneath a blanket, motionless. 
Only a yellow, wrinkled face could 
be seen propped up on pillows. Her 
eyes were closed, her expression 
calm.

“Terminal cancer of the liver. 
Only weeks to live,” a tearful Joy 
had told me the previous week.

As 1 stood gazing down at the 
dying woman, my heart pounded 
furiously. Am I too late? She can’t 
be dead!

The woman next to Joy’s mother 
saw me hesitating. “Call her. She’s 
not sleeping,” she said.

Still I hesitated. The woman 

called and Joy’s mother slowly 
opened her eyes. 1 told her I was 
Joy’s friend and that I had come to 
see her.

With difficulty she turned to­
wards me and stretched out a trem­
bling hand from under the covers. It 
was icy. She smiled gently and 
murmured; her lips moved but no 
sound came. She closed her eyes 
again.

I stood, lost.
Suddenly it occurred to me to 

pray with her. I took her skinny 
hand in mine. I bent over and whis­
pered that I was going to pray with 
her. She gave my hand a gentle 
squeeze.

“Dear God, I love you,” I said. 
“Give me peace.”

Gently I kissed her cheek. She 
opened her eyes and smiled; a tear­
drop crept from under the corner of 
one eyelid.

I whispered good-bye and tip­
toed out of the room. A load seemed 
lifted from my heart; all heaviness 
had disappeared. I felt joy.

That night I went to bed at about 
11:00. Exhausted, I fell asleep al­
most immediately. In my sleep I 
saw Joy’s mother. She was dying. 
Her spirit was leaving her body. She 
seemed to be coming towards me, 
calling, “Please, pray for me!”

“I will! I will!” I called back 
loudly.

Then I awoke. 1 felt a presence 
beside my bed. I saw Joy’s mother 
receding from me; her arms were 



outstretched and her lips mouthed 
the words, “Pray for me!”

My heart raced wildly. 1 switched 
on the reading lamp. It was five 
after 12.

The next morning a mutual 
friend called to tell me that Joy’s 
mother had died in the night, 
around midnight.— Vancouver, 
B.C., Canada.
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A TOUCH OF THE GIFT 
By Cheryl Clark Coleman 

BECAUSE 1 had three grand­
parents who had a touch of “the 

gift,” I suppose it should not have 
come as a shock when I found, at 
the age of nine, that I too had a 
touch of it.

June 27, 1965, was a beautiful 
Sunday and I attended Sunday 
school with my brother, sisters and 
cousins as always. During prayer 
time I was praying, quite selfishly, 
for just one small wish to come true. 
After all, 1 attended Sunday

school regularly, 1 sang in the junior 
choir and God owed me my wish.

Cheryl Clark Coleman
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After Sunday school my Uncle 
Bob — Robert Lovall Clark — 
came to pick us all up. I had one 
cookie left from refreshment time.lt 
was my favorite kind and I was sav­
ing it for later. My uncle, a fun­
loving, teasing man of 29, playfully 
told me to hold up my cookie so he 
could see it better. Then quick as a 
wink he grabbed it and ate it. I was 
so mad! I sat quietly fuming, wish­
ing under my breath for him to drop 
dead and not thinking of my re­
quest at prayer time.

The following Wednesday eve­
ning, June 30,1 answered a strange 
phone call that sent my mom dash­
ing off in an awful hurry. Nothing 
much was said to us kids, just that 
Uncle Bob was hurt and we should 
go to bed. Dad stayed home with 
us.

After we had gone to sleep, 1 
woke up, not knowing why. Then 
from the corner of the ceiling a 
man-sized negative of my Uncle 
Bob gently descended to my bed­
side. Smiling gently, he said, “It’s 
not your fault, Cheryl. You had 
nothing to do with it.” He paused a 
moment, then went on, “Yes, 1 
know about your wish but it had 
nothing to do with it. I’m fine and I 
still love you as much as ever.”

Then he was gone. He had 
reached out to comfort me before 
going on to the other side.

The next morning at breakfast 
Mom and Dad broke the news that 
Uncle Bob had died from a gunshot 

wound. His death was judged a sui­
cide but the rifle used was one from 
which the empty cartridge had to be 
ejected and no empties were found 
at all. And there were three other 
bullet holes, unaccounted for, in the 
bedroom mop boards. And it was a 
hot June night but under the bed 
there was a change of wet clothes 
much too small to be Uncle Bob’s. 
There were so many unanswered 
questions and the only one who 
knows the answers had gone on 
ahead.

Since that time the house was 
sold and moved to make room for 
an overpass.

My next contact with Uncle Bob 
came 11 years later on March 20, 
1976. My grandmother Alice Clark 
lay in an intensive care unit after a 
heart attack. 1 went to sleep and was 
suddenly in her hospital room 60 
miles away. Uncle Bob, who was 
sitting at her bedside holding her 
hand, said that he missed her very 
much and that we had had her long 
enough; he needed her now.

The next day, when I went down 
to see her, I was told she had died in 
the night. After her death I had a 
strange dream in which 1 was riding 
with her in her old Rambler station 
wagon but someone else was driv­
ing. We were sitting in the backseat 
and for some reason I could never 
see the driver. I don’t remember 
where we went or what we talked 
about but when I awoke I felt 
peaceful, satisfied that Grandma 

time.lt
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was happy wherever she was.
Later that afternoon, when I was 

wide-awake, I asked for a sign to 
prove it hadn’t been just a dream. 
At that very moment a mantel clock 
Grandma had given me chimed 
three times. That wouldn4 be so 
unusual but I hadn’t wound that 
clock for several weeks because its 
loud ticking kept my husband 
awake. The clock sat on a solid kit­
chen counter so it was not possible 
for traffic vibration or such to trig­
ger the chime.

Coincidence? Possibly.
But to this day I have never again 

wished for anyone to “drop dead.” 
And I know, somehow, that our 
loved ones are watching over us, 
still loving and caring as they did 
when they walked on our earth. 
—Glenoma, Wash.

CHARLIE'S STRAWBERRIES
By Agnes L. Moses

CHARLIE HOFACKER, the 
father of an old friend of my 

husband, used to visit us Sunday 
mornings in our house in the woods 
in the town of Harrison, N.Y. He 
always brought good cheer and 
warm yeast rolls fresh from the 
bakery.

Mr. Hofacker had a passion for 
fresh strawberries and often spoke 
of growing some on our land.

“Why don’t you set out some 
strawberry plants?” he would ask 
me each spring when I showed him 
lettuce or peas that I had planted in

Agnes. L. Moses

our small vegetable garden. Black­
berries and raspberries grew wild 
near our house but I had always 
heard strawberries are hard to grow.

“Someday I’ll plant strawberries 
all along that stone wall,” he’d say. 
We would laugh and I would assure 
him, “You can plant strawberries 
there any time you want to.”

Mr. Hofacker lived in a tiny 
apartment in White Plains and had 
no land of his own to grow straw­
berries. Every Sunday when his 
visit was over, he’d put his head out 
the window of his old car and call 
one last good-bye. It was always the 
same:.

“You wait — I’ll plant those 
strawberries one day!”.

In November 1954 we learned 
that Charlie Hofacker had died 
quietly in his sleep. The ground was 
hard and covered with brown dead 
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leaves but we remembered his 
springtime visits.

“How he did love strawberries,” I 
said.

“He never did get to plant any, 
did he?” my husband replied. We 
agreed we would miss our cheerful 
Sunday morning visitor.

When spring came the following 
year, 1 went out to prepare the 
ground for planting. Raking dead 
leaves away from the stone wall, I 
was astonished to find tiny straw­
berry plants now all along the 20- 
foot wall.

In another month these little 
plants bore luscious wild strawber­
ries, the sweetest and reddest we’ve 
ever tasted. Each June for two or 
three years we feasted on “Charlie 
Hofacker’s strawberries.” And we 
knew he had planted them after all. 
— Tucson, Ariz.

BY A BEER SIGN LIGHT
By Janet Quirk

MY OLDEST son Jeff died in a 
car accident November 23, 
1976, at the age of 19. He was forced 

off the road about quarter mile east 
of Ringtown, Pa., at 11:10 P.M. 
while driving home from his three- 
to-11 shift at a local plastics factory.

Jeff slept in the back bedroom at 
our house and every night before 
going to sleep he would play his 
guitar by the yellow light of an old 
beer sign he had found discarded in 

the woods, brought home, repaired 
and cleaned.

One night about two weeks after 
Jeffs death I was on my way to the 
bathroom, which was next to Jeffs 
room, and noticed the yellow beer 
sign light shining under the closed 
bedroom door and heard guitar 
music, the same songs Jeff had 
played. A feeling of warmth came 
over me. I didn’t open the bedroom 
door to look inside. 1 suppose I 
didn’t want to break the spell.

When I left the bathroom Jeffs 
room was dark and the guitar music 
had stopped. The same thing hap­
pened three nights in a row. I began 
to think that in my grief, wanting so 
much to have Jeff back, I had 
imagined the light and the music.

Several weeks later my daughter 
Lisa was home from Central Penn­
sylvania Business College for the 
weekend. She had arrived from 
Summerdale after dark. When she 
came in the house she asked me, 
“Mom, why is the yellow beer light 
on in Jeffs room? Is one of the boys 
in there?” My two other sons John 
and Lee were also living at home.

I said, “No, your brothers aren’t 
home. There’s nobody here but me.”

We went upstairs together to in­
vestigate but Jeffs room was dark. 1 
said to Lisa, “Well, at least now I 
know I’m not losing my mind.” 
Then I told her about my own pre­
vious experiences.—Ringtown, Pa.



A VOTE AGAINST IMPEACHMENT 
By John D. Guerini

A 17-YEAR-OLD girl named 
Vinnie Ream of Madison, 
Wis., sculpted the statue of Abra­

ham Lincoln that stands today in 
the Capitol rotunda. She also has 
the distinction of having saved 
President Andrew Johnson from 
impeachment.

In 1864 a national contest was 
held to find a sculptor for Lincoln's 
statue. Vinnie Ream won the com­
mission and went to Washington 
under the sponsorship of Sen. Ed­
mund G. Ross. The 69-year-old 
Ross quickly fell in love with the 
girl — which proved a lucky turn 
of events for Andrew Johnson, 
then vice-president.

A studio was set up for Vinnie in 
the basement of the White House 
but because of the pressures of the 
Civil War, President Lincoln could 
give her only five half-hour sit­
tings. During these sittings, he too 
fell under her spell and spoke freely 
of his innermost thoughts. He told 
her of his plans for Reconstruction 
and said he hoped he would live to 
see it. But he had forebodings 
about the future.

After Lincoln was assassinated. 
Sen. Thaddeus Stevens closed 
Vinnie’s studio and halted her work 
on the statue. Stevens was the 
leader of a group of senators who 
hated Lincoln’s Reconstruction 
policies and did not want the statue 
finished.

President Johnson, however, 
pushed forward Lincoln’s plans 
and thus incensed Stevens and his 

group. Determined to stop the new 
president, they decided to impeach 
him. A count of the votes before 
the actual floor vote made it ap­
parent that Senator Ross’ vote was 
critical if the impeachment were to 
succeed. When approached by 
Stevens, Ross would not commit 
his vote.

Stevens knew of Ross’ affection 
for Vinnie and approached her 
with a deal. If she could get Ross to 
vote for impeachment, she could 
finish Lincoln’s statue. Otherwise 
her commission would be can­
celed. Confused and innocent, the 
girl sought advice from a local 
Spiritualist who assured her that 
Lincoln was working for her on the 
other side and everything would 
work out in her favor.

Knowing of Lincoln’s Recon­
struction plans, Vinnie decided to 
do what was right. She went to 
Senator Ross and convinced him 
to vote against impeachment. The 
rest is history. The vote was 18 for 
and 19 against impeachment.

As Senator Stevens had prom­
ised, Vinnie’s commission was 
canceled immediately but Presi­
dent Johnson overrode him and 
ordered the work to resume.

After finishing the statue of Lin­
coln, Vinnie went abroad and fin­
ished many fine works, including 
the statue of Admiral Farragut 
that stands in Farragut Square in 
Washington, D. C. She eventually 
returned to Madison, Wis., where 
she died at the age of 67.

59



The Psychokinetic Phenomena 
of Nina Kulagina

News of this Leningrad housewife reached Western 
researchers 20 years ago but few have been allowed to meet her. 

Text and photograph by Scott Hill

WHEN 1 WAS in Leningrad in 
1976,1 tried to learn whether 

it would be possible for me to meet 
the Soviet Union’s most famous 
psychic, Nina Kulagina.The answer 
1 received then was, “Impossible!” 
Since she came to the attention of 
the Western world about 20 years 
ago, only a few Westerners have 
been allowed to see her and none of 
these was allowed to witness exper­
iments with her.

Even so, considerable informa­
tion about her amazing abilities has 
been disseminated. When I finally 
met Kulagina in October 1984 and 
observed informal demonstrations 
of her psychokinetic powers, it was 
the culmination of 15 years of care­
ful preparation and long-standing 
anticipation. With me on this occa­
sion were Russell and Elizabeth 
Targ and Douglas Gunnton of the 
Wilson Educational Foundation in 
Santa Fe, N. Mex.

Word of Kulagina first reached 
the West about 1967, when Czech 
parapsychologist Zednek Rejdak 
reported that researchers from the 

Soviet Academy of Sciences in 
Moscow and Leningrad were con­
ducting ESP and psychokinesis 
experiments with a Leningrad 
housewife. Her abilities were first 
discovered by her husband V. V. 
Kulagin, an engineer, who noted 
that small objects in their home 
mysteriously moved around when 
she was nearby

About this time — in the 1960’s 
— the psi “renaissance” was under 
way in the USSR. Soviet physiolo­
gist and ESP-researcher Dr. L. L. 
Vassiliev had published two books 
on ESP and mental suggestion and 
researchers were investigating the 
“fingertip vision” of Rosa Kule­
shova, a peasant girl who possessed 
“dermo-optic” abilities, according 
to Dr. A. S. Novomeisky.

We can thank two people for the 
fact that this information reached 
the West at all. They are Dr. Hans 
Bender, professor of parapsychol­
ogy at the University of Freiburg, 
West Germany, now retired, and 
Benson Herbert, M. Sc., of the Unit­
ed Kingdom. In 1970 Bender pub-
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As a guest of the Soviet Academy of Sciences, author Scott Hill met Nina 
Kulagina in October 1984. Even this meeting required approval of the 
Leningrad police chief. Kulagina has been ordered not to talk to foreigners.

lished the first report on the Kulag­
ina phenomena in his journal 
Zeitschrift fur Grenzgebiete der 
Psychologie (Journal for Frontiers 
of Psychology) and Herbert trans­
lated some of the Russian material 
into English for his Journal of 
Paraphysics.

* * *

WHAT MOST impressed 
scientists in both East and 

West was a series of black-and- 
white films produced in the mid- 

1960’s by Soviet researchers, among 
them brain physiologist Dr. Gre- 
nady Sergeev (Leningrad) and 
parapsychologist Edvard Naumov 
(Moscow). These have been shown 
all over the world and on European 
TV and are frequently cited as 
“proof positive” of the existence of 
PK.

1 have seen all of the Kulagina 
footage several times and Benson 
Herbert has subjected the films to a 
frame-by-frame analysis to check
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various theories concerning the 
motion of objects. But before I de­
scribe the films, let me make one 
very important point about them as 
“proof” of psi. In general, parapsy­
chologists agree that no film alone 
can be proof of psi. Because of the 
plethora of Hollywood tricks, any­
thing is possible on film. Regarding 
films that purport to back up 
paranormal claims, we must always 
ask these questions:

(1) Who was present during the 
experiments, how competent are 
they and who guarantees that the 
film is “genuine”?

(2) What were the experimental 
controls imposed on the subject to 
preclude cheating?

(3) To what extent were the films 
edited?

(4) How were the films taken? At 
what speed and what distance from 
the camera? How many cameras 
were used?

(5) Is there any explanation for 
the phenomena other than the 
paranormal?

The Kulagina films were first 
shown to Westerners in 1967 during 
an informal psi conference in the 
Czech Embassy. In the audience 
were Prof. Hans Bender, Benson 
Herbert and two unknown journal­
ists from the United States, Sheila 
Ostrander and Lynn Schroeder. 
Later, Bender obtained copies of 
the films and they have been widely 
shown at psi conferences.

Among the scenes in the three PK 

films are these: a cigarette stands 
upright on a table, a box of matches 
opens and matches scatter on the 
surface around the cigarette. The 
cigarette moves toward Kulagina in 
short jerks, moving the matches in 
its path. Later, on camera, the 
cigarette is shredded to show that 
nothing is hidden inside. All of 
these objects, which weigh only a 
few grams, are within 18 inches of 
Kulagina and always move toward 
her.

In another experiment a mag­
netic compass inside a plastic wrist­
band is placed before Kulagina. She 
positions her hands over the com­
pass (without touching it) and 
moves her upper body in a circular 
motion so that her hands move in 
circles above the compass. At first 
the compass needle wiggles, wob­
bles and finally rotates in one direc­
tion. Moments later the plastic 
housing and strap rotate in the 
opposite direction. We are told that 
before the filming Kulagina was 
searched for hidden magnets and 
none was found.

These films impressed even Hol­
lywood. In The Medusa Touch, 
starring Richard Burton as the PK- 
psychic who causes a jumbo jet to 
crash, we see a clip of Kulagina and 
the compass needle!

Although the PK films are well 
known in the West, another film 
showing ESP experiments with 
Kulagina is relatively unknown. 
Produced by Naumov and Sergeev 
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at the same time as the PK films, it 
shows Kulagina standing with her 
back to a wall and about six feet 
away from it. Behind her are five 
numbers and letters printed on 
cards which can be seen by the 
experimenters and the cameras. She 
correctly identifies the letters and 
numerals one by one. In this se­
quence it is possible that she picked 
them up telepathically but in a later 
sequence, letters of the alphabet on 
the wall are covered. Neither the 
experimenters nor the camera can 
see them until they are uncovered as 
she correctly identifies each one. 
Here telepathy is unlikely but pre­
cognition or clairvoyance cannot be 
ruled out. In a final variation, 
Kulagina is blindfolded while iden­
tifying the targets to show that she 
is not seeing reflections from mir­
rors, camera lenses or any other 
surface.

Western experts find these films 
intriguing but not conclusive. Al­
though some precautions are taken 
to prevent trickery, they are not 
always convincing. For example, at 
one point Naumov moves his arm 
and hand between Kulagina and the 
table to show that there are no hid­
den threads. In my own experimen­
tation I have found that cigarettes 
and wooden matches are easily 
moved by electrostatic forces and 
threads. The static engendered in a 
comb run through my hair caused 
an upright cigarette to move toward 
me without falling over. Similarly, 

a thin transparent thread (such as 
plastic fishing line) looped around 
an upright cigarette can be used to 
move it. We are unsure how care­
fully our Soviet colleagues safe­
guarded against hidden magnets, 
threads and electrostatic charges.

Another phenomenon attributed 
to Kulagina is the ability to induce 
the sensation of burning and actual 
burns and welts on another person's 
skin. When Benson Herbert and 
Manfred Casserir of Britain’s 
Society for Psychical Research 
visited Kulagina in Leningrad in 
1970, they said she induced painful 
bums merely by holding her hand 
on their arms for a few minutes. I 
also experienced this when I was 
with her in Leningrad.

• • •

ALL THIS background brings 
us up only to the early 1970's, a 

period when she was visited by 
Western parapsychologists includ­
ing Dr. Montague Ullman and the 
late Dr. J. G. Pratt from the United 
States and Dr. Jurgen Keil of Tas­
mania. After 1975 there was little 
news of Kulagina and when I was in 
Moscow in 19761 was told that she 
no longer worked with Sergeev and 
Pavel Guliev, director of the Lenin­
grad Brain Institute and successor 
to Vassiliev. I was told that she was 
doing experiments involving heal­
ing and cell cultures.

This was all the information we 
had in October 1984 when we set 
out to meet Kulagina. Our first
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problem was to get her telephone 
number and that turned out to be 
only a first step. When we talked 
with her she said firmly that she 
could meet foreigners only if the 
Leningrad chief of police person­
ally approved. After many phone 
calls we finally obtained permission 
for our group of four to meet with 
her for a few hours in our hotel.

She arrived with her husband 
and a Soviet psychologist. At first 
she was reluctant to discuss her 
recent work. Not until 1 broke the 
ice by describing our work in Den­
mark and the United States did she 
and her husband start to talk about 
an experiment I call “laser deflec­
tion.” I mentioned that for short 
periods of time, two persons appar­
ently had been able to deflect or 
absorb laser beams at the Drexel 
Institute of Technology in Pennsyl­
vania and at Duke University in 
North Carolina.

Kulagin then described the de­
tails of their laser deflection exper­
iment. A carbon dioxide gas laser 
produces a beam which is divided 
into, two equal parts by a beam­
splitter. The beams are then re­
flected by mirrors into two parallel 
paths, each one leading to a pho­
todetector which measures the posi­
tion and strength of the beam. 
Kulagina sits on one side of the 
laser beams and attempts to influ­
ence an object placed about 18 
inches away from her. Thus the two 
laser beams penetrate her “zone of 

influence.” If she is ineffective, the 
beams remain steady and the 
photodetectors record no output 
changes. In this experiment, Kula­
gin told us, it is difficult to say 
whether the beams are absorbed or 
deflected or both. But it is interest­
ing that there is a delay in the 
response of the photodetectors. The 
one nearest Kulagina responded 
first, the far detector a little later.

We also asked Kulagina to show 
us the “burning effect” which we 
had heard about from Herbert. She 
readily agreed and I rolled up my 
shirt sleeve while she rubbed per­
fume on her hands — “to increase 
the contact,” she said. At first 1 felt 
only a tingling when she placed her 
hand on my arm. Later quite a heat 
developed and after one or two 
minutes it became so painful that I 
asked her to stop. She repeated this 
process on Elizabeth Targ’s arm 
with similar results. We are still 
wondering what role the perfume 
plays in this phenomenon. Benson 
Herbert got an acute burn which 
took three days to heal, he told us, 
but he did not mention the perfume.

Although we have seen PK me­
diums in action (Geller, Silvio, 
Jean-Pierre Girard and so on), 
neither the Targs nor I have ever 
seen a satisfactory demonstration 
of telekinesis. When this subject 
came up Kulagina picked up the 
plastic cap from the perfume bottle 
and placed it in front of her. She 
started to wave her hands over it as 
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1 had seen her do in the PK films. I 
could hardly contain my excitement 
as she struggled to move it. We 
placed a blank sheet of graph paper 
underneath it to measure the 
amount of motion.

The attempt apparently was very 
tiring for her. She looked flushed 
and strained and apparently had 
difficulty breathing. Just as we had 
been told by other visitors, PK is 
hard on her body. She next inverted 
a water glass over the plastic cap 

and tried again. Although the cap 
did not move, the glass itself moved 
three times — each time away from 
Kulagina in a short or jerky hop, 
without rising from the table.

Kulagina seemed so exhausted 
after this that we made no more 
demands on her. After a few min­
utes of desultory conversation, she 
and Kulagin rose to leave. As we 
said good-bye she invited us to 
return to see her on our next trip to 
the USSR.

A DAY OF SYNCHRONICITY 
David P. Barron 

copy of Amtrak Express maga-Ду
IN THE June 1985 issue of 

Fate, I came across an article 
on the witches of Majorca and 

commented to my wife that my 
friend Salvatore Michael Trento 
would like to know of it in view of 
his archaeological experiences on 
that strange island. I hadn't noticed 
the author’s name until on the 
third page of the article an elderly 
witch calls him by the name “Sal­
vatore.” Flipping back to the by­
line, 1 roared when I saw that “The 
Witches of Majorca” had indeed 
been written by my colleague.

Later that day an old friend 
stopped at my office bringing a 

zine. He pointed out an archaeo­
logical article written by my friend 
Pat Clyne. 1 roared again.

“Frank," I said, “I was just writ­
ing to Pat Clyne about Trento’s 
article in Fate.” 1 dragged the 
copy out of my ancient Royal 
Standard typewriter to show him. 
Some coincidence, we thought.

After Frank left 1 sat down to 
read the article in Express, still 
mulling over the odd coincidence. 1 
hadn’t seen Frank in two years. 
Scanning Pat’s article, I discovered 
that it featured none other than 
Salvatore Michael Trento.

BLOCK THAT CLICHE

ASSOCIATED PRESS reports from Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., that a 
group calling themselves “The Unicorn Hunters” annually release a 
list of words and phrases they think should be banished from the English 

language because of misuse, overuse or general uselessness.
The Unicorn Hunters started word-banning in 1976 and since then 

have come down on more than 150 examples. The good news is that their 
list includes “at this point in time” and “have a nice day.”
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BRONZE-AGE SHIPWRECK 



"Metal biscuits with ears” seen by a Turkish sponge diver 
lead to new knowledge of metallurgy in the 14th Century B.C.

By Cental Pulak and Donald A. Frey 
Reprinted with permission of ARCHAEOLOGY 
Magazine, Vol. 38, No. 4. Copyright 
Archaeological Institute of America 1985 
THE LATE Bronze Age ship­

wreck discovered by Peter 
Throckmorton in 1959 at Cape 
Gelidonya, Turkey, is a milestone

in the history of underwater archae­
ology. Excavated by George Bass 
and Throckmorton, it was the first 
ancient wreck studied in its entirety 
on the floor of the Mediterranean. 
No less important has been the 
scholarly controversy stirred by the

Underwater archaeol­
ogy, born less than 25 
years ago, has develop­
ed into a sophisticated 
research tool. Archae­
ologists rely heavily on 
sponge divers' sight­
ings of remains of an­
cient ships.



Four-handled copper ingots, superficially shaped like dried ox-hides, 
represent the distinct type usually associated with Syrian traders on 14th- 
and 13th-Century Egyptian tomb paintings.

publication of the excavation.
Based on artifacts from the site, 

Bass — today the Archaeological 
Director of the Institute of Nautical 
Archaeology — concluded that the 
wreck at Cape Gelidonya was all 
that remained of a Canaanite 
(Bronze Age Phoenician) or Cypri­

ote vessel that sank in the 13th or 
very early 12th Century B.C. This 
agreed with the fact that its cargo of 
four-handled copper ingots, super­
ficially shaped like dried ox-hides, 
represented the distinct type usually 
associated with Syrian traders on 
14th- and 13th-Century Egyptian



Yasar Yildiz of the Bodrum Museum (left) and Donald A. Frey, president of 
the Institute of Nautical Archaeology, inspect a Canaanite amphora from 
the wreck. In cooperation with the Museum, Frey instituted a long-range 
survey to seek Bronze Age ships. He travels the coast, meeting dozens of 
sponge divers whom archaeologists call "our best remote-sensing device.”
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tomb paintings. Restudy of earlier 
finds in Greece, Cyprus and the 
Levant, combined with the evidence 
from Cape Gelidonya, now sug­
gested that a greater role should be 
attributed to Semitic seafarers in 
those countries than was generally 
accepted.

These conclusions were subse­
quently questioned by some schol­
ars. Could the ship not have been 
Mycenaean Greek, its Syro-Pales- 
tinian seal, lamp, weights, scarabs, 
pottery and stone mortars simply 
bric-a-brac taken on board by 
Mycenaean sailors? Was its cargo 
not the product of 12th-Century 
Mycenaean colonists on Cyprus? 
Was there not, in fact, a Mycenaean 
monopoly on maritime trade in the 
eastern Mediterranean?

In an attempt to answer these 
questions, a number of efforts were 
made to relocate the other Late 
Bronze Age wrecks, almost cer­
tainly earlier, which yielded “ox­
hide” ingots in the opening decades 
of this century. Although scattered 
copper and tin ingots later were 
found off the coast of Israel, and 
although the first mold for casting 
the same type of “ox-hide” ingot 
was found in a 13th-Century Uga- 
ritic palace in Syria, decades passed 
without the discovery of another 
ingot-carrying Late Bronze Age 
shipwreck. If one were to be found 
at all, it seemed it would be only by 
chance. But archaeologists must 
strive to improve their chances!

First, a method of locating wrecks 
is needed. We cannot, as do archae­
ologists seeking wrecks of much 
later periods, depend on archival 
work for clues to the whereabouts 
of specific disasters. Nor are mag­
netometers, so useful in sensing the 
iron remains from later ships, help­
ful in locating such early vessels. 
Random search by sonar has proven 
to be possible but extremely ineffi­
cient. Visual search, then, remains 
the best means of spotting exposed 
cargoes of ancient shipwrecks.

For visual search, a diver is some­
times towed on a winglike diving 
plane but this method is limited by 
the length of time a diver can stay at 
depth without risking decompres­
sion sickness. To overcome this lim­
itation, we have used a device called 
a Towvane, a sealed capsule which 
is towed with a pilot controlling his 
depth from inside. Because the 
pressure in the capsule remains the 
same as that at the surface, the pilot 
may stay down indefinitely. Al­
though the Towvane can be maneu­
vered up and down by its occupant, 
it is difficult to steer to the left or 
right for close inspection of sighted 
objects. Yet another technique is to 
tow a television camera instead of a 
person, but the scope of view is 
limited and it is difficult to return 
exactly to objects that have passed 
by briefly on the screen.

At present our best “remote­
sensing device” remains that used 
by Peter Throckmorton — the
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CEMAL PULAK, a graduate student in nautical archaeology at 
Texas A&M University, is a Research Associate of the Institute of 
Nautical Archaeology (INA) and director of the excavation of a 
16th-Century Ottoman shipwreck at Yassi Ada, Turkey. He first 
became involved in 1975 while completing his M.S. in mechanical 
engineering at Bosphorus University in Istanbul. He since has 
assisted or directed the excavations of four ancient wrecks and the 
sunken city of Port Royal, Jamaica. Currently he is assistant direc­
tor of the excavation of the Bronze Age shipwreck at Ulu Burun, 
Turkey.

DONALD A. FREY, president of INA, is a former physics professor 
at Bosphorus University. His initial experience in underwater 
archaeology was also voluntary, in 1969 at Yassi Ada, but his 
special interest in remote-sensing surveys has since taken him 
from the Mediterranean to the Caribbean and the Indian Ocean. He 
has been in charge of INA’s Mediterranean surveys for several 
years and also has served as expedition photographer on most INA 
projects in the Mediterranean.

Turkish sponge diver. Every year 
about 50 registered sponge boats set 
out to sea sometime in late May or 
early June and do not return until 
the end of September or early 
October. Each boat has a minimum 
crew of five divers.

The so-called romantic, adven­
turous lives of these men are, in real­
ity, unfortunate dramas. They dive 
at least twice and often three times a 
day to depths that are not even reg­
istered on air-diving tables. Their 
equipment consists of a shared, 
well-patched rubber suit (one size 
for all!), a face mask, fins and div­
ing weights probably cast from 
ancient lead anchor stocks recov­
ered from the sea. Their breathing 
system, known as narghile or hook­
ah, utilizes an industrial air com­
pressor “souped up” to deliver 

greater pressure for the deeper dives 
through a hose connected to a vin­
tage regulator. Most of the spongers 
are ignorant of diving facts, and 
those who seem to understand the 
mechanism involved in decompres­
sion rely on undigested information 
mingled with old wives’ tales. Time 
seems to have stood still in the 
sponge industry.

For the full season of four 
months, or 100 working days, div­
ers on 25 boats would spend 18,750 
hours scanning the seabed along the 
Mediterranean coast. This life-style 
is an invaluable resource for archae­
ologists; no amount of remote sens­
ing or any other means could accom­
plish so much for so little. Archae­
ologists’ input consists only of ad­
vising the divers about what to look 
for under water. Most of them do 
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not know what ancient wrecks are 
and instead look for modem steel 
hulls with high scrap values. There­
fore, continued marginal efforts on 
our part — giving slide shows and 
talks during the dormant winter 
months and contacting the sponge 
boats during summers while infor­
mation is still fresh — are well 
worthwhile. The rewards are cer­
tainly high.

• * *

DURING the past 13 years, the 
Institute of Nautical Archae­
ology (INA) has located 73 wrecks 

along the coast of Turkey. Only two 
were discovered by remote sensing 
equipment, while the remainder 
were either shown to us by sponge 
divers or relocated following their 
leads. In recent years, a few wrecks 
have been discovered purely by the 
efforts of our staff through survey­
ing areas that were dangerous to 
sailing vessels of antiquity. Even 
then, we found sponge divers who 
remembered the same wrecks after 
we described them. Many other 
sites, with their exact locations 
clouded over the years, are im­
printed on the minds of this dying 
breed of weathered old men.

Early INA surveys were some­
what haphazard affairs. If we 
learned of a wreck from a sponge 
diver, it was necessary to wait for a 
full-scale survey project, requiring 
weeks of outfitting a local trawler as 
a mobile diving platform, and gath­
ering an adequate team. By that 

time, it often was impossible to find 
the sponge diver, who might be at 
sea.

INA’s purchase of the Virazon in 
1978 changed the picture radically. 
Now INA has a65-foot, steel-hulled 
vessel, fully outfitted with a double­
lock recompression chamber, high 
and low pressure compressors, 
radar, sonar, a photographic dark­
room, living quarters for a dozen 
diving archaeologists, and an eight- 
foot drafting table. For the first 
time we have at our disposal the 
means to practically, economically 
and safely search for shipwrecks 
along the coast of Turkey. Now we 
can visit a site within a few days of 
hearing of it, accompanied by the 
diver who reported it, even during 
the course of an excavation cam­
paign.

With the acquisition of the Vira­
zon, INA President Donald A. Frey 
instituted a long-range survey pro­
gram in cooperation with the Bod­
rum Museum of Underwater Ar­
chaeology. Frey travels the coast, 
meeting dozens of sponge divers. 
During the off-season he and other 
Turkish-speaking members of the 
survey team visit the villages where 
spongers winter, and every autumn 
he directs a one- to two-month sur­
vey from the Virazon.

During the fall of 1982 a diver 
named Mehmet Cakir told another 
sponge diver that he had seen “metal 
biscuits with ears” on the seabed at 
Ulu Burun near Kas at a depth 
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exceeding 40 meters (about 130 
feet). Cakir’s friend already knew 
the INA survey team and asked him 
to draw one of the “biscuits.” He 
immediately recognized the famil­
iar “ox-hide” ingot shape and ad­
vised Cakir to report his discovery 
to the Bodrum Museum where, he 
was told, a group of underwater 
archaeologists were looking for 
wrecks with ingots of similar shape. 
A team from INA and the Bodrum 
Museum soon dived on the site and 
raised an ingot for identification. 
So began the excitement of a land­
mark discovery.

In 1983 Pulak received permis­
sion from the Turkish Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism to direct 
another INA survey. As part of it, 
we arrived in the town of Kas on 
August 18 to investigate the Bronze 
Age wreck in preparation for its 
full-scale excavation to start in 
1984.

We located the wreck area im­
mediately and moored the Virazon 
above it. At the end of a week INA 
director Jack W. Kelley, a driving 
force behind our search for a Bronze 
Age ship, had made a plan of the 
site based on photomosaics and 
direct measurements. We estab­
lished that the wreck lay between 
140 and 170 feet deep, spread over 
an area 33 by 60 feet. Gigantic 
limestone blocks which had toppled 
from the cliffs above the wreck 
dominated the upslope portion of 
the site. A large, boulderlike out­

crop marked the center of the vis­
ible wreckage. Some artifacts lay 
scattered on the inclined rocky bot­
tom surrounding the boulder, while 
others were caught in the abound­
ing sand pockets.

The wreck appeared to be far 
larger than that at Cape Gelidonya. 
Visible cargo included 84 full- and 
half-size “ox-hide” ingots, some still 
stacked as they once had been 
stowed on the ship. Surveying with 
a metal detector revealed additional 
ingots buried in the sand pockets. 
Small plano-convex “bun” ingots 
lay among the “ox-hide” ingots.

Six large storage jars (pithoi) in 
three sizes were completely covered 
with sea growth and originally were 
mistaken for boulders. The largest, 
along with two medium-sized 
pithoi, occupied the central part of 
the visible wreckage directly above 
the boulder, while the others had 
rolled down the terraced seabed. 
The sixth and smallest jar still re­
mained upslope where it probably 
came to rest with the ship. Eight 
Canaanite amphoras also were seen 
upslope of the outcrop. The intact 
pithoi and amphoras contained sed­
iments that can be collected and 
analyzed, as is now routine on our 
excavations, to provide new knowl­
edge of the perishable export goods 
of the East.

Two large stone anchors of the 
type built into temple walls at Byb­
los and Ugarit on the Syrian coast 
and Kition on Cyprus, lay close to
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the amphoras. The larger, rectangu­
lar stone had slid into the base of 
one of the medium-sized pithoi and 
caused it to fracture, while the 
second slab, with a square hole for a 
hawser, was partially hidden under 
“ox-hide” ingots. Lying on the lat­
ter slab, miraculously intact, was a 
ladle-shaped, terra-cotta wall brack­
et of a type found on Cyprus and at 
Ugarit in Syria. Similar objects 
found on land bear smoke-black­
ened stains which suggest their use 
as lamps, torch holders or, most 
likely, incense burners. Three pil­
grim flasks of Canaanite type were 
also visible, one on the outer edge of 
the site and the others half buried, 
mouth down, between the two 
prominent rows of stacked ingots.

Another fully exposed stone 
anchor weighing an estimated 200 
kilograms (440 pounds) could be 
seen on the deeper end of the wreck. 
It is pierced at the narrower end of 
its slightly tapered body for the 
securement of a hawser. Bronze 
Age stone anchors have been recov­
ered in some numbers from the sea 
in the past but never before from a 
datable ship.

The discovery of even the slight­
est hull remnants, we knew, would 
immensely increase our almost non­
existent knowledge of Bronze Age 
ship construction in the Mediterra­
nean. Sand from the area thought 
most likely to yield hull remains 
was gently brushed away. After a 
few hand strokes, a well-preserved 

piece of wood, perhaps an element 
of the ship’s hull, emerged from 
beneath its protective blanket of 
sand. A smaller, contorted frag­
ment, most probably part of the 
ship’s dunnage (cargo padding), was 
recovered for analysis and later 
identified as pistachio (wood).

A small sample removed from 
larger lumps of grayish-white, brit­
tle material found in the vicinity of 
the wood was later shown in a 
laboratory to be 99.5 percent pure 
tin. To establish a tentative date for 
the wreck we also raised one bun 
ingot, one pilgrim flask, the hang­
ing wall lamp and one amphora, all 
of which were transported to the 
Bodrum Museum of Underwater 
Archaeology. Preliminary studies 
showed them to fit most comfort­
ably in the 14th Century B.C., with 
the first half of that century provid­
ing the closest parallel for the pil­
grim flask.

Information gained during the 
survey was sufficient to plan a full- 
scale excavation of the shipwreck at 
Ulu Burun. INA’s first summer 
campaign, in 1984, was directed by 
George F. Bass, with Pulak serving 
as assistant director. The excava­
tion was financed by the INA, Texas 
A&M University and the National 
Geographic Society.

Finds in 1984 were extraordinary. 
No other single site — on land or 
under water — will have provided 
so much primary evidence for the 
movement of raw materials in the 
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Late Bronze Age. Both copper and 
tin ingots of ox-hide shape were in 
abundance. The first evidence for 
shipments of raw glass appeared in 
the form of nearly 20 blue discoid 
ingots. About seven inches in di­
ameter and two inches thick, the 
ingots were probably used to fash­
ionjewelry and perhaps even drink­
ing vessels.

Both elephant and hippopotamus 
ivory appeared. One Canaanite 
amphora was filled with glass beads, 
and others among the three dozen 
raised contained resin, yellow 
arsenic, grape seeds, olive pits and 
other materials still being analyzed. 
A gold pectoral (chest piece) in the 
form of a hawk, probably of 
Canaanite origin, was found near a 
Mycenaean kylix (a drinking cup 
that has two looped handles on a 
shallow bowl set upon a slender 
center foot); nearby were a gold 
chalice, faience (a composite mate­
rial consisting of a powdered quartz 
core and a glazed surface) and am­
ber beads, a Syrian pilgrim flask 
and a Cypriote White-Slip “milk 
bowl.” Not far distant were other 

Mycenaean wares and a seemingly 
Syrian gold medallion. Bronze 
weapons, at least some Canaanite, 
abound.

One of the pithoi contained 
stacks of Cypriote pottery — Buc- 
chero, Base-Ring 11, White-Slip II 
and White-Shaved wares — along 
with terra-cotta lamps of apparent 
Syro-Palestinian origin. Other finds 
included weights, silver bracelets, 
bronze tools, a stone mace head, a 
stone tray and, perhaps most im­
portant, a Mycenaean seal. Beneath 
a row of six anchors running across 
the ship was found a section of the 
ship’s hull, its fir keel and planks 
secured with pegged mortise-and- 
tenon joints.

Such exciting finds will surely 
continue as future seasons progress. 
We estimate it will take four or five 
summers to complete the job. Al­
though its excavation may not 
resolve the controversy over early 
metallurgy and trade in the eastern 
Mediterranean, the Ulu Burun ship­
wreck will certainly provide excit­
ing new data for a better under­
standing of the Late Bronze Age.

ART OF THE LAND

IN LATE 1985 Los Angeles’ Museum of Contemporary Art accepted a 
work for its permanent collection that is probably unique in the annals 
of art. It is a hole in the ground as big as the Empire State Building. 

Located on 60 acres in the Nevada desert about 80 miles from Las Vegas, 
the hole — titled Double Negative — is a prime example of “earthwork 
art” made by one of its leading practitioners, Michael Heizer. It is a rare 
survival of a radical artistic movement which has attracted few new 
practitioners since its inception.



ON THE EVENING of April 27 J. Allen Hynek, astronomer and UFO
researcher, died in Scottsdale, Ariz., Memorial Hospital of a malig­
nant brain tumor. He would have been 76 years old on May 1.

Born in Chicago in 1910, Josef Allen Hynek was graduated from 
the University of Chicago in 1931 and earned a Ph.D. there in 1935. 
The following year he joined the physics and astronomy depart­
ment of Ohio State University. During World War II he worked at 
the Johns Hopkins Applied Science Laboratory and afterwards 
returned to Ohio State University.

In 1956 he joined Dr. Fred Whipple at the Smithsonian Astro- 
physical Observatory where he headed the U.S. Optical Satellite 
Tracking Program and directed 270 volunteer “Moonwatch” sta­
tions in various countries. He became chairman of the Northwest­
ern University astronomy department in 1960. During his tenure 
there he oversaw the construction of the Lindheimer Astronomical
Research Center, which he directed.

Although Dr. Hynek wrote textbooks, scholarly papers and pop­
ular magazine articles on astronomical subjects, it was his involve­
ment with UFO study that made him famous and even controver­
sial. In his The UFO Experience (1972), generally considered the 
best book ever written on the subject, Hynek writes, “In my associa­
tion with the UFO phenomenon I was somewhat like the proverbial 
‘innocent bystander who got shot.’ ’’ He says that the U.S. Air 
Force’s Project Sign, its first UFO-investigative agency, “needed 
an astronomer to weed out obvious cases of astronomical phenom­
ena ... and I was a natural choice. I was then director of Ohio State
University’s McMillin Observatory and, as such, the closest pro­
fessional astronomer at hand.”

In common with the overwhelming majority of scientists at the 
time, he assumed that all “flying saucer” stories could be ex­
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plained. Yet as early as 1953, in an issue of the Journal of the 
Optical Society of America, he took note of the "steady flow" of 
puzzling reports by reliable observers and wondered if the scien­
tific community was failing in its responsibility. “Ridicule is not a 
part of the scientific method," he said, “and the public should not 
be taught that it is.”

In his role as chief scientific adviser to what became, in 1951, 
Project Blue Book, Hynek continued to study UFO reports and wax 
hot and cold on their significance. By the late 1950's he had con­
cluded there was nothing to them. Yet doubts remained. In the 
early 1960's he came under the influence of young scientists who 
were intrigued by the UFO phenomenon and with whom Hynek felt 
free to discuss his reservations about the air force's handling of the 
subject.

By the mid-1960's Hynek was making guarded public statements 
which surprised those who had seen him as a hard-core skeptic. In 
1966 he wrote that the UFO phenomenon "is in every respect a 
challenge to science." Before long Hynek became an active UFO 
proponent, arguing not only that a growing body of well- 
documented sightings had yet to be satisfactorily explained but 
that they may even have an extraordinary cause that could con­
ceivably rock science to its foundation.

In 1969 the air force terminated Project Blue Book and with it 
Hynek's association with government-sponsored UFO study. Four 
years later, with Sherman J. Larsen, Hynek formed the Center for 
UFO Studies, intending it as a framework in which scientific study 
of UFO sightings could be conducted. Although CUFOS (renamed 
the J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies shortly after his death) 
survives, Hynek was unable to secure the funding he deemed 
necessary for the kind of work he had in mind. Nonetheless 
CUFOS published (and continues to publish) a journal and a 
bimonthly magazine as well as a series of scientific monographs 
detailing investigations of important cases.

In 1984 Hynek believed he had secured a promise of significant 
funding from a wealthy European benefactor. He resigned as presi­
dent of CUFOS and in the spring of 1985 moved with his wife Mimi 
to Scottsdale, Ariz., to establish the International Center for UFO 
Research. But Hynek soon grew disenchanted with his new asso­
ciates, whose concerns he considered metaphysical and commer­
cial rather than scientific. He disassociated himself from the new 
operation not long after medical diagnosis revealed that he was 
suffering from the brain tumor that eventually would kill him.

Hynek's books on UFOs are The UFO Experience (1972), The 
Edgeof Reality (written with Jacques Vallee, 1975) and The Hynek 
UFO Report (1977). He is survived by his wife, the former Miriam 
Curtis, four sons and a daugher. — Jerome Clark.



We were strangers in this life but
long ago we had known each other very, very well....

By Marie Culp Refior

MY HUSBAND Everett and 1 
were attending a Spiritual Ad­

visory Council workshop on Sep­
tember 25, 1976, at a Unity church 
in a northern suburb of Chicago, 90 
miles from our home in Whitewater, 
Wis. We knew very few of the peo­
ple there.

During the noon break I became 
suddenly aware of a large, darkly 
handsome man, evidently from In­
dia, whose eyes were fixed on me 
from the far side of the large room. I 
was sure I had never seen him 
before; yet I had an uncanny, com­
pelling impulse to run across the 
room and hug him. Being a profes­
sor’s wife and a practical Capri­
corn, I restrained myself. But 1 
puzzled over my strange desire, 
unlike any I had ever experienced.

From early childhood I had been 
fascinated with India and with 
mementos people brought from that 
country. I listened intently to mis­

sionaries and others who had been 
there. 1 vowed I would marry a mis­
sionary and go to India when 1 grew 
up. Later, when I was married to an 
economics professor, I was always 
attracted to the students and faculty 
members from India. At one of 
their parties I caught a glimpse of 
myself in a mirror and was actually 
surprised that I was not dark like 
them! A picture of the poet Tagore, 
in a book 1 had, always gave me a 
strange homesick feeling and made 
me want to cry.

There were books for sale at the 
workshop. As 1 browsed through 
them after lunch, someone suddenly 
grabbed my arm and turned me 
around. Here was this same man, 
his piercing eyes transfixing mine as 
he uttered words that left me trem­
bling and speechless:

“I’ve been looking for you for 700 
years!”

When I regained my composure, 
we exchanged names. He was in­
deed from India; his name was 
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Vishnu Mehta*  and he and his wife 
lived nearby with a married son. I 
introduced him to Everett and he 
invited us to his home after the 
meeting. We replied that we were 
meeting some friends for dinner but 
he insisted that we come for a little 
while.

* A pseudonym.

We followed him in our car to a 
rather ordinary-looking suburban 
home, but when we stepped inside 
we seemed to have left America. 
The decor and furnishings were 
unmistakably Indian. Vishnu’s wife, 
a chubby, sari-clad matron with 
thick black hair pulled back into a 
large bun, greeted us politely but 
eyed us questioningly. I had a 
strange feeling about her too, as if 
she had once been my mother or 
sister. We met two of their sons, 
dressed in business suits, and a 
daughter. Their reactions were sim­
ilar to their mother’s. Conversation 
lagged. Everett was feeling ill at 
ease and the dinner hour was ap­
proaching, so we took our leave as 
soon as courtesy permitted.

In a few weeks a letter came. 
Vishnu would like to visit us. We 
met him at the bus station and this 
proved to be the first of many week­
end trips. He enjoyed our home by 
the creek, my American-style cook­
ing and the chance to talk about 
psychic and spiritual things, includ­
ing his Jain religion. Sometimes he 
would take us out to a restaurant

Author’s long obsession with India 
came to a head when she met Indian 
man who was certain that in an ear-- 
lier life they were lovers.

for lunch or dinner. Between visits 
he often telephoned and we had 
long and animated conversations. 
Once we persuaded him to bring his 
wife along for a weekend and we 
visited some of our local Indian 
friends. We learned to our surprise 
that ours was the first non-lndian 
home she had visited!

When winter came Vishnu would 
bundle up grotesquely against the 
cold. I knitted him a cap. He in­
sisted that his wife give me several 
of her saris and embroidered shawls, 
but 1 never wore them. We made an 
odd-looking threesome at church 
and in stores and restaurants. 
Tongues were wagging, I am sure. 
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The strange attraction between 
Vishnu and me persisted.

Everett was not the jealous type 
but I marveled at the way he took 
all of this in stride, never complain­
ing even to me. He found little in 
common with Vishnu but he was 
always civil and hospitable. 1 some­
times wondered if he understood 
what was happening better than I.

At the Spiritualist church we at­
tended I received “messages” alleg­
ing that Vishnu and I had a life 
together in India many years before. 
“Tuning in” psychically to that life, 
I received the strong impression 
that I had been the husband and 
Vishnu had been my wife. Vishnu 
received the same impression.

I had observed that Vishnu’s wife 
and family seemed to cater to his 
every whim. Gradually he came to 
expect me to do the same, urging 
me to wear Indian clothes and act­
ing bossy about many trivial things. 
I began to resent this. Then it 
dawned on me that I had probably 
been like that — a domineering 
male chauvinist like him and some 
other Indian men we knew. I felt 
compelled to ask forgiveness for the 
way I must have treated him in that 
earlier lifetime.

On his next visit I found my 
opportunity. As we lingered at the 
dinner table after we had eaten, 1 
said, “Vishnu, I beg you to forgive 
me for the way I treated you in that 
life we had together. I know it must 
have been shameful and disgrace­
ful.”

He smiled and patted my shoul­
der. “There’s nothing to forgive,” he 
replied.

At that moment, from the very 
center of my being, I felt a wonder­
ful sense of release, as if I could 
breathe more freely again. My fas­
cination with him and with India 
was suddenly gone. I no longer 
needed or wanted his attention or 
his visits.

I soon found ways to discourage 
his visits and calls and insisted that 
he return his wife’s saris and shawls. 
Eventually our communication 
ceased. Our relationship had lasted 
about a year. Some years later I 
heard that he had died following 
surgery.

I still like curried food and brass 
candlesticks and figurines from 
India but I have no desire to go 
there. If I see Vishnu again in some 
future century, I am sure there will 
be no karmic tie between us.

TOO DRUNK TO DRIVE. ..

A LOS ANGELES man who told friends he was too drunk to drive 
and would walk home Christmas Eve was struck and killed by a 
hit-and-run driver. Manuel Juares, the 43-year-old victim, was taken to 

County-USC-Medical Center with massive head injuries and died a short 
time later.



QUIRKS OF FATE
Harold Helfer——»

Friedrich Rebold, a German 
soldier, and Mathilde Ernst met in 
Alsace, France, during World War
1. He asked her to marry him in 
1915 and she would have — but 
Mathilde’s mother would not per­
mit the marriage. Inevitably the two 
drifted apart.

Five years ago, Friedrich wrote a 
letter to Mathilde who responded 
with an invitation to visit her. They 
were married recently in Stras­
bourg, France. He is 90 and she is 
84.

•
When 80-year-old Doris Jenkin­

son of Pilling, England, became a 
great-grandmother, she did it in a 
big way. She reached that exalted 
status three times on the same day. 
Alan and Thomas were born to her 
granddaughter Jill and Kathy was 
born to the wife of her grandson 
Andrew.

•
Richard Adonick of New Castle, 

Australia, fought an exhausting 
four-hour battle with a 17-foot 
shark before finally hauling it in. It 
turned out to be worth every minute 
of it. When he opened the beast’s 
belly he found a diamond worth 
$80,000.

•
Anthony Williamson of Charl­

ton, England, was so delighted to 
get a divorce and a $3,000 settle­
ment from his wife that it cost him 
his life. He went on a drinking spree 
and drank himself to death.

•
Robert Carter, aged 64, of Brain­

tree, Mass., had a hat trick all his 
own. He would put some numbers 
in a hat, pull out a few and play 
them in the lottery. It worked 
recently. He won $4,818,560.

•
Kathy Schramke was looking for 

sharks' teeth on the beach at the 
May port, Fla., naval station when 
she came upon a familiar-looking 
tooth. It wasn’t a shark’s tooth but 
she picked it up and took it home. 
Her husband was elated. It was the 
artificial tooth he had lost while 
swimming some weeks earlier.

•
Warner Wolf, a New York City 

television sportscaster, was dining 
with Frank Field, a TV weather­
man and science reporter, when 
Field suddenly began to choke. 
Remembering a demonstration he 
had seen about how to dislodge 
food stuck in a person’s windpipe, 
the sportscaster applied the tech­
nique and possibly saved Field’s 
life. It was Field who had given the 
demonstration.



Parapsychology Today
LIFE AFTER DEATH:
THE NEW EVIDENCE
Parti

By Rodger I. Anderson

HUMAN BEINGS have long 
believed that a part of them­

selves is capable of surviving the 
deaths of their bodies. Despite this 
almost universal conviction, critical 
and systematic efforts to discover 
whether this belief has any founda­
tion in truth are relatively recent. It 
was not, in fact, until the latter part 
of the 19th Century that serious 
research on the subject was initiated 
with the formation of the Society 
for Psychical Research in England.

Since then the evidence has grown 
to the extent that even the skeptic 
can no longer reasonably maintain 
that there is no case for survival. 
There is a case, a rather impressive 
one, that such psychic occurrences 
as apparitions, deathbed visions and 
communications received through 
trance mediums suggest that not all 
of a person is lost in dying. Whether 
or not a good case can be made for 
survival on the basis of such evi­
dence, however, is no longer really 

the issue in psychical research. The 
issue is whether the survival theory 
is the only or best interpretation of 
these phenomena.

The historical problem.
For many years survival research­

ers have been preoccupied with this 
problem of alternate interpreta­
tions. Take the phenomenon of 
trance mediumship, for example. 
Some credible reports show that 
certain trance sensitives can offer 
their sitters correct information 
about a variety of deceased persons. 
The question, in such situations, is 
from what source does the medium 
derive the information. Even after 
fraud, sensory cues, suggestion and 
so forth have been ruled out, there 
is still the possibility that the med­
ium was reading the minds of the 
sitters. In several instances this is 
almost surely the correct explana­
tion, such as when the communica­
tor imparts only those items of 
information known to the sitters, 
including information that is later 
found to be erroneous.

But telepathy with the living can 
84



by no means adequately explain all 
cases of alleged spirit return through 
mediums. For example, in numer­
ous instances the sensitive has 
volunteered information, wholly 
unknown to anyone present at the 
seance, about a deceased person. 
Sometimes this information has 
even corrected mistaken impres­
sions held by the sitters about the 
persons allegedly communicating. 
Cases also abound in the literature 
concerning communicators repre­
senting persons wholly unknown to 
anyone present at the time. These 
entities will sometimes offer a 
wealth of accurate information that, 
taken in its entirety, will be beyond 
the knowledge of any single living 
person.

Can all of these cases be ex­
plained as the result of ESP from 
the sitters or from other living per­
sons to the psychic? Some certainly 
can, but the third category of cases 
mentioned above — known as 
“drop-ins” in the literature — sug­
gest rather forcefully that some per­
sons continue to manifest in charac­
teristic ways after their deaths. 
Since, however, there are no known 
limits to what ESP is capable of 
accomplishing in this world, it re­
mains theoretically possible that 
the medium came by the informa­
tion without any aid from pur­
ported spirits. The idea that a psy­
chic can use unlimited ESP to gain 
information to present to her sitters 
as a message from the dead is called 

THE SURVIVAL QUESTION has had a long and fascinating history 
within parapsychology. When the Society for Psychical Research 
was established in 1882, this issue was uppermost in the minds of 
its founders. But when J. B. Rhine showed parapsychology new 
roads to take through his research in ESP at Duke University, the 
survival problem ceased being central to the field.

This was all to change, however, in 1966, when James Kidd, an 
eccentric Arizona miner who disappeared in 1949, was declared 
legally dead. It turned out that his will left an estate of over 
$200,000, to be used to find proof that the soul survives physical 
death. The result was a court battle for the money which was 
eventually awarded to the American Society for Psychical Re­
search. The ASPR shared the money with the Psychical Research 
Foundation in Durham, N.C. Now, for the first time in several 
decades, the parapsychological establishment had funding to 
carry out survival research. This brought the issue of life after 
death back within the fold of contemporary parapsychology.

In this contribution to our series "Parapsychology Today” 
Rodger I. Anderson evaluates the new survival evidence that 
evolved from the Kidd legacy. He also covers new approaches to 
research resulting from parapsychology’s return to the survival 
question in recent years.
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the super-ESP theory.
The history of survival research is 

the story of the continuing warfare 
between these two interpretations 
of the evidence. Although a great 
deal of evidence was accumulated 
during psychical research’s early 
days — mostly concerning appari­
tions and coptacts with the dead 
through trance mediums — no evi­
dence that unequivocally proved 
survival ever emerged. The skeptic 
could always invoke the telepathic, 
clairvoyant and even precognitive 
powers of the medium to explain 
the evidence.

This idea gained some empirical 
support when, in 1900, Mrs. Henry 
Sidgwick reported on a sitting with 
Leonore Piper, a famous trance 
medium. In her report Sidgwick 
described a crucial session in which 
the sitter conversed with an old 
acquaintance, one Dr. Wiltse, who 
stated that he was drowned and his 
body was in the water. The com­
municator went on to answer cor­
rectly a number of test questions, 
leaving no doubt that the commun­
icator was speaking as Dr. Wiltse. 
Later, however, it was learned that 
Dr. Wiltse was alive apd well and 
undergoing no abnormal experience 
at the time his “spirit” reported him 
<|ead.

Evidence that some communica­
tors, like the reputed “Dr. Wiltse,” 
can volunteer accurate information 
without being the person they pur­
port to be considerably increases 

the likelihood that many other com­
municators are heard because the 
medium’s ESP is directed upon per­
sons or events in this world. For this 
reason, among others, modem para­
psychologists focusing on survival 
research have concentrated on ways 
and means of discriminating be­
tween the superpsi and survival 
hypotheses. New cases, new catego­
ries of evidence and new ways of 
conceptualizing the issues involved 
have árisen within parapsychology 
since the 1970’s. Although still, 
sadly, the occupation of only a tiny 
minority of parapsychologists to­
day, their efforts have already 
resulted in much information that is 
difficult to reconcile with the view 
that all evidence for survival is 
rooted in the paranormal capabili­
ties of still-living persons.

Modern survival research has 
been proceeding on two broad 
fronts: research to see if we, the liv­
ing, are able to survive death and 
research on direct contact with the 
deceased. Each of these approaches 
will be considered in turn.

Survival research with the living. 
Clearly, unless we have reason 

for believing that the “self” is not 
restricted to the body, to talk of 
someone’s “surviving” death makes 
little sense. If, however, some aspect 
of the mind can extend beyond the 
body during life — perhaps by visit­
ing distant scenes where it can be 
detected by others — then there is 
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much more likelihood that the “self” 
is not permanently tied to the body 
and its fate. In other words, such an 
occurrence would represent an a 
priori case for survival. Researchers 
at both the American Society for 
Psychical Research in New York 
and the Psychical Research Foun­
dation in Durham, N.C., became 
interested in this question when 
they received funding for survival 
research in the 1970's.

Karlis Osis was in charge of re­
search at the ASPR. His approach 
was to see if there existed some per­
ceptual element within us capable 
of leaving the body. He recruited 
Ingo Swann, a well-known New 
York psychic, for a series of what 
turned out to be highly successful 
experiments. Swann would sit in a 
chair in an ASPR lab room while 
attached to a polygraph. Hanging 
from the ceiling was a boxlike ap­
paratus in which two target pictures 
were placed side by side but with a 
barrier between them. Swann was 
asked to “leave his body,” send his 
mind to one side of the box, report 
what he saw, swing around to the 
other side and describe the second 
target picture.

Osis thought that ESP — which 
does not function like normal per­
ception — would be incapable of 
such finely-tuned distinctions be­
tween the two targets. Perfect suc­
cess, on the other hand, would indi­
cate that some element of Swann’s 
mind was genuinely functioning 

apart from his physical body.
Swann performed magnificently 

on these tests, which were carried 
out repeatedly. Often his descrip­
tions of the two pictures were so 
exact that it seemed as if he had 
looked at them through his physical 
eyes, although the targets were 
safely out of his visual range. On 
one occasion he even complained 
that he could not properly see the 
pictures because the light bulb 
illuminating them had gone out. 
The experimenters had to use a 
ladder to prove Swann correct!

Research conducted at the Psy­
chical Research Foundation in 
Durham proceeded in different 
directions. Robert Morris, who was 
in charge of research activities there, 
was more interested in finding some 
aspect of the “self” that could leave 
the body and be detected. He car­
ried out several experiments with 
Keith Harary, then a young Duke 
University undergraduate. Harary 
could “leave the body” at will and 
Dr. Morris conducted several ex­
periments to see if delicate scientific 
instruments could detect Harary’s 
traveling self.

The results were curious. Some­
times the instruments reacted when 
Harary contacted them “out-of- 
body” but there was no consistency. 
Better results were produced when 
Morris and Harary turned their 
attention to the use of animals as 
detectors.

The most famous and successful 
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series of experiments concerned a 
little kitten named, appropriately 
enough, “Spirit.”This kitten, which 
belonged to Harary, was placed in a 
special container at the PRF, where 
she was watched by a co-experi- 
menter. His job was to record when 
the cat was active or inactive in its 
small environment. Harary was 
taken to another building or to 
Duke University Hospital, where 
he projected to the cat several times 
during the course of the experi­
ments. The co-experimenter 
watched the kitten become remark­
ably quiet every time Harary pro­
jected to it. The kitten’s sudden 
changes in behavior were consistent 
and obvious. Unfortunately, neither 
Morris nor Harary had the same 
luck with other species — not even 
when they used PRF volunteers as 
detectors.

Both Osis and Morris came to 
believe that their experiments were 
consistent with the survival hypo­
thesis but not proof of it. Morris in 
particular was not able to deter­
mine what his experimental results 
truly implied.

Parapsychologists, however, 
rightly demand something more 
than mere evidence of the bare pos­
sibility of survival. The evidence, 
for them, must directly suggest sur­
vival by showing the existence of a 
component of personality that is 
both detachable from the body and 
obviously not dependent upon a 
functioning nervous system.

For a while it seemed that the 
best approach to this problem 
would be by way of the out-of-body 
experience but this approach has 
not proven as helpful as was origi­
nally hoped. Although much was 
discovered about the psychological 
dynamics of the experience, it was 
also found that the feeling of being 
out of one’s body is only rarely 
veridical. For example, even with 
his remarkable talents, Keith Har­
ary was inconsistent when perform­
ing target OBE experiments of the 
sort Dr. Osis had designed for Ingo 
Swann. Even Osis later acknowl­
edged that he could find only one 
other subject capable of performing 
well on his tests. He tested several 
others who claimed out-of-body 
talents but they all failed his ex­
periments.

But the relevance of the out-of- 
body experience to survival research 
continues to interest some investi­
gators. Some of the evidence col­
lected in the 1970’s indicated — in 
certain areas at least — that some­
thing physically detectable may 
actually be capable of leaving the 
body. But this conclusion must re­
main provisional because many 
other parapsychologists believe that 
ESP and PK-at-a-distance can ex­
plain even Swann’s and Harary’s 
laboratory successes.

Research on near-death phe­
nomena.

Research on the out-of-body ex­
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perience brings us to two other 
areas that have caught the attention 
of survival researchers: the near­
death experience (which often in­
corporates an OBE) and appari­
tions of the living — which are 
sometimes experienced by the agent 
as an out-of-body excursion. These 
latter reports are particularly pro­
vocative because of their generic 
similarity to apparitions of the dead. 
This has led some to conclude that 
apparitions of the dead may also be 
vehicles of consciousness, in pre­
cisely the same way an out-of-body 
experience is. But this is purely an 
inference, for there exist numerous 
cases of apparitions of the living in 
which the ostensible agent had no 
awareness of ever leaving the body!

The relevance of near-death ex­
periences to survival is even more 
ambiguous.
Fate readers are familiar with 

this phenomenon, first brought to 
wide public notice by Raymond 
Moody in 1975 with the publication 
of his book Life After Life. Dr. 
Moody chronicled the accounts of 
many persons who were, for a brief 
time, clinically “dead” but who sur­
vived to tell the tale. Of those he 
interviewed, many spoke of out-of- 
body traveling, meeting their de­
ceased relatives and visiting the 
“spirit world.” Research on the 
NDE was placed on a more secure 
foundation when Kenneth Ring in 
Connecticut and Michael Sabom in 
Georgia, eschewing the anecdotal 

proach used by Moody, em­
ployed proper sampling procedures 
to poll near-death survivors. They 
too found that NDEs are reported 
by many — although certainly not 
all — who survive clinical death.

Dr. Sabom took his research a 
step further by investigating several 
cases in which his informants cor­
rectly described the procedures used 
to resuscitate them. The remark­
able medical and technical knowl­
edge displayed in these accounts led 
Dr. Sabom to conclude that his 
informants may actually have left 
their bodies as they claimed.

Nor has Sabom been alone in his 
findings. One well-documented 
case, similar in many respects to 
those Sabom collected, was recently 
placed on record by Kimberly Clark 
of Harborview Medical Center, 
Seattle. The case came to light when 
Clark was counseling a woman re­
covering from a heart attack. The 
woman was agitated because of an 
experience she had undergone while 
seemingly unconscious. She told 
Clark she had left her body while 
being resuscitated. She eventually 
left the room and ended up on the 
ledge of another story of the hospi­
tal, where she spotted a tennis shoe 
with a worn toe. The woman be- 
seeched Clark to check out the 
ledge.

Clark went up to the ledge and 
spotted the tennis shoe. What par­
ticularly impressed the researcher 
was the way the patient had de­
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scribed the shoe. “The only way she 
would have had such a perspec­
tive,” she writes, “was if she had 
been floating right outside and at 
very close range to the tennis shoe.”

The ubiquity of the NDE has 
been further confirmed by work 
with other selected populations. 
Bruce Greyson, originally working 
at the University of Virginia, col­
lected a number of NDE accounts 
from suicide survivors. Nancy Bush 
at the International Association for 
Near-Death Studies in Connecticut 
found several cases reported by 
children who almost died — a re­
markable finding since recent re­
search shows that children between 
the ages of five and 12 rarely expe­
rience conventional OBEs.

Certainly these experiences are 
consistent with the survival hypoth­
esis. They are the kinds of expe­
riences that might be expected to 
occur if we really do survive death. 
But by themselves they offer little 
direct evidence for supposing that 
the near-death experience is a literal 
journey into the beyond. Research­
ers who promote the NDE as proof 
of surviyal still need to address or 
clarify a number of thorny issues. 
For example:

(1) NDE-like experiences are not 
limited to persons at or near the 
point of death. They may also occur 
while some individuals are under­
going classical “mystical” experi­
ences, using a variety of hallucino­
genic drugs or experiencing the 

effects of certain commonly-used 
anesthetics. The experience, in other 
words, can occur in situations in 
which death is not a prospect, which 
somewhat undermines the connec­
tion of such events to the issue of 
everlasting life.

(2) A second reason for doubting 
whether the NDE represents a real 
journey into the hereafter is that a 
collection of such cases, while 
broadly similar, will also contain a 
number of elements that are rather 
obviously due to cultural traditions. 
Some older accounts, for example, 
contain references to angels with 
wings, choirs of heavenly hosts or 
other elements derived from the 
popular orthodoxy of the time. 
Those occurring in non-Christian 
cultures may differ even more 
dramatically from the type of expe­
riences reported today in the West. 
Take the story of Er as told by Plato 
in The Republic. Er experienced a 
near-death episode in which he saw 
the souls of the dead choosing their 
reincarnations, a perspective rarely 
ever mentioned in current NDE 
accounts.

In summary, the NDE lacks the 
consistency we would expect if it 
were a genuine glimpse into an 
objective beyond.

Proponents of the NDE argue, 
however, that, while it is true that 
NDEs contain a number of “culture­
specific” elements, they also possess 
enough universal features to sug­
gest that something about the expe­
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rience transcends cultural condi­
tioning. In this respect the NDE is 
similar to a related class of near- 
death occurrences — so-called 
deathbed visions, in which the dying 
see welcoming figures (often de­
ceased relatives) guiding them into 
death.

Original research on this subject 
was undertaken by Karlis Osis back 
in the 1950’s and ’60’s. He discov­
ered how widespread deathbed 
visions are when he surveyed hun­
dreds of doctors and nurses and 
published his celebrated mono­
graph Deathbed Observations by 
Physicians and Nurses. He could 
find no medically viable explana­
tion for these cases. During the 
1970’s Osis conducted a similar 
study in India and found that cases 
reported from that culture were lit­
tle different from those collected in 
the West. (He reported on his re­
search in his book At the Hour of 
Death, co-authored with Erlendur 
Haraldsson of Iceland.)

These findings are again consis­
tent with the view that such expe­
riences provide a prevision of things 
to come. But alternate, and just as 
logically consistent, theories can 
account for deathbed visions and 
near-death experiences. The most 
popular of these theories is that 
experiences of this sort are broadly 
uniform because we all feel and 
react pretty much alike when we 
confront death and dying.

In terms of Jungian psychology 
experiences such as the NDE and 
deathbed visions are “archetypes” 
— i.e., built-in patterns of response 
to help people cope with significant 
life situations. The recurrent types 
of imagery reported — departed 
loved ones, marvelous landscapes, 
religious and mythical figures —are 
universal symbols of the transfor­
mation of death. They provide the 
dying person with a perfect psycho­
logical defense against the very 
situation that threatens to over­
whelm him.

This way of looking at the NDE, 
it should be noted, does not imply 
that the experience is necessarily a 
delusion, a vital lie told by the mind 
to itself in order to escape an 
otherwise-unacceptable situation. 
But neither does it mean that the 
experience is a genuine intimation 
of immortality.

This kind of theorizing can also 
explain cases such as those col­
lected by Sabom. Like many other 
altered states of consciousness that 
seem favorable to the emergence of 
ESP, the subject undergoing an 
NDE or deathbed vision may use 
ESP to bolster the experience or 
give added credence to its “reality.” 
Such cases would seem analogous 
to dreams which on rare occasion 
will likewise incorporate features 
based on precognitive information 
or telepathically-received messages.

This is Part I ofa two-part article.
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FORTUNE
by Paul Steiner

Jane Wyman gave birth to her 
only natural child, Maureen Eliza­
beth, on January 4, 1941, her 27th 
birthday. Wyman was then married 
to Ronald Reagan.

•
In Taipei, Taiwan, police arrested 

a 30-year-old man for beating his 
father Wu Chia, aged 61, and trying 
to run him down with his motorcy­
cle — on Taiwan’s Father’s Day.

•
Singer Peter Allen and the 

Rockettes had an unexpected addi­
tion to the “I Love New York” 
commercial they were filming on 
the Brooklyn Bridge. As they went 
into their tribute to the Big Apple, 
cops arrived to keep a man — evi­
dently less fond of New York — 
from jumping off the bridge.

•
Rookie cop Anthony Baker got 

his first taste of real police work and 
missed his graduation banquet 
when he collared two teenaged car 
theft suspects as he was leaving the 
graduation ceremony at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden.

•
A prophetic quality seems to ap­

pear in the work of Malcolm Mor­
ley, the British-born artist. In a 
1971 painting he titled Los Angeles 
Yellow Pages, a jagged tear appears 
in a huge Los Angeles phone direc­
tory cover, thus eerily presaging the 
city’s real 1971 earthquake.

•
When a Brooklyn woman saw a 

wet, crumpled $1 bill on the floor of 
a subway station, she stooped to 
pick it up. Believing it was “lucky 
money,’’she chose a number from it 
for the Lotto ticket she and her 
husband buy regularly. Reversing 
the number on the bill, they selected 
4-6-14-2126-31 and won $1.15 mil­
lion.

•
William Doyle’s auction gallery 

holds few celebrity preview recep­
tions. When one was scheduled for 
a Friday in 1985 for the estate of 
jazz great Louis “Satchmo” Arm­
strong, hurricane Gloria struck New 
York City. Doyle then scheduled a 
celebrity preview for the estate of 
actress Ruth Gordon (Harold and 
Maude, Rosemary's Baby) for Fri­
day, February 7, 1986. That day a 
blizzard buried much of the city.
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By Peggy E. Collins

I USUALLY dream every night.
Some dreams are pleasant and others 

are not. But only twice in my life have 1 
dreamed what I think of as “gaps in the 
curtain” dreams. These dreams show 
me glimpses of the future but do not 
seem to serve any useful purpose.

I experienced my first such dream 
when 1 was in my late teens, during the 
last World War. 1 was working in 
Westminster, London, and commuting 
daily from my home in Wallington, a 
suburb south of London. We actually 
lived about half a mile as the crow flies 
from Croydon Airport, then the Lon- 

Selhurst, it crossed a bridge over a tun­
nel which connected one part of the 
town with the other. In other words, a 
town road ran through the tunnel under 
the railroad tracks.

In my dream I was traveling in the 
train as usual and saw that a V-l had 
fallen on houses on my left and that the 
blast had gone through the tunnel and 
damaged, among other places, a comer 
shop next to the road where it emerged 
from the tunnel. But the dream showed 
me how the place must have looked 
some days after the buzz bomb fell 
because the windows of the shop had 
been boarded up and the boards were 
painted a dark, glossy brown. Some

GAPS IN THE CURTAIN OF TIME
As I lay there with my eyes closed,

I saw a chilling sight: the face of death next to a young child.

don airport long before the days of 
Heathrow. My home and place of work 
were both in areas the Germans were 
bombing regularly and at the time of 
my dream there was a stream of V-l 
projectiles, known as buzz bombs, night 
and day.

Each day I took the train from Wal­
lington and arrived at Victoria Station 
some 30 minutes later. The train made 
stops at several stations along the way 
to pick up other commuters, of course, 
and one of the stations was Seihurst. I 
had no connection with Selhurst at all. 
When the train slowed down to stop at 

artistic soul had made a green and white 
frieze from small rectangular adver­
tisements for Lyon's tea.

The evening after my dream a V-l did 
fall on the houses to the left of the rail­
road line and the blast did extend 
through the tunnel and blow out the 
windows of the little comer shop. In 
due course, these windows were 
boarded up, painted in a dark, glossy 
shade of brown and ornamented with a 
frieze of green and white Lyon’s tea 
advertisements.

There was nothing dramatic about 
this dream. The scene I dreamed was
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much the same as was caused by other 
incidents, as they were called, which 
were happening in my part of the world 
at that time. My own house was slightly 
damaged by another buzz bomb and 
the library where I worked in West­
minster had had the top story burnt out 
during a fire-bomb air raid a year or so 
before. I was in a cinema once when the 
exit doors were blown open by another 
exploding buzz bomb. They were 
common, if nerve-wracking, occur­
rences in London during World War 11. 
Why then did I have such a mundane, 
meaningless glimpse of the future? 
Complete with green and white tea 
adverts?

I felt as if, for a few moments, a cur­
tain concealing the future had parted 
slightly, giving me a glimpse of a very 
ordinary incident in the future of war­
time England.

My second “gap in the curtain” 
dream occurred when I was living with 
my husband and eldest son on a South 
African air force base called Lange- 
baan. This base was built by the United 
States toward the end of the war to 
protect shipping in the South Atlantic. 
Langebaan (which means long road or 
way) was 12 miles from the coast and 
some 96 miles up the west coast of the 
Cape Province.

1 had given birth to my second son a 
couple of days before and was dozing in 
bed for my afternoon rest. It was a 
sunny, warm day in 1950 and 1 was 
feeling happy and relaxed. The bright 
sunshine made the inside of my eyelids 
look orange-pink as 1 lay on my back 
and I am almost sure I was awake. Sud­
denly 1 was aware that the room had 
become very cold; it was almost as if 
somebody had opened a giant fridge 

door. Then in my left eyelid 1 saw a 
picture shaped like a cameo. It was of a 
death's head or skull with a cowl. In my 
right eyelid was a cameo picture of a 
young child. Whether it was a boy or a 
girl I could not tell but it was no one I 
could recognize.

Then the coldness faded, the cameos 
were gone and 1 lay there feeling unsure 
whether I had had a dream but, at the 
same time, feeling almost sure I had 
been awake.

I didn’t tell anyone of this odd dream 
anymore than I had reported the V-l 
damage at Seihurst. After all, I wasn't 
in the habit of dreaming the future — 
two in a lifetime don4 amount to many.

Some two weeks after I left the hospi­
tal with my baby, a small boy was 
rushed in by his father. The child had 
found some Condy’s crystals and had 
eaten one. Condy crystals were a rela­
tively old-fashioned disinfectant even in 
1950 and why such a corrosive poison 
was left lying about for a child to find I 
do not know. Perhaps the boy ate one 
thinking it was candy.

The doctor, nurse and sister who 
were the only staff in what was more a 
sick bay than a hospital did what they 
could for him and then sent him off to 
Wynberg Military Hospital in Cape 
Town. The boy died there.

I have had no such dreams since and 
honestly cannot think of a reason for 
them. I didn't know who the child was 
or what was going to happen to him. As 
any kind of warning it was useless. But 
one thing I was sure of. For some rea­
son the future twice impinged on my 
present, as if the current that shields us 
from the future had parted twice and 
given me two inexplicable and tragic 
glimpses of what was to come.



Across the miles, in a way 
beyond human understanding, 
my mother’s spirit saved my life.

By Hazel Jean Tomlinson

IT BEGAN as an ordinary day in 
autumn when we left our north­

ern Ontario home to motor south 
for the winter. The car had been 
packed the night before and we 
were up early that morning in 
October 1977, impatient to be on 
our way.

But it was not long before disas­
ter struck. My husband Bill was at 
the wheel and as we approached a 
wide intersection at the outskirts of 
Thunder Bay North, another car 

came hurtling out from the cross­
road and hit us broadside.

Although I was in the “death 
seat,” I hadn’t found time to panic. 
All I felt was a dull thud of impact 
and an ugly shudder; then two mas­
sive frames of rushing Cadillacs 
were interwoven. Glass was every­
where — in my hair, ears, pockets 
and luggage; tiny splinters lay on 
my face. It was over in less than a 
minute and we sat momentarily 
stilled in the quiet that followed.

Then Bill climbed from the wreck, 
unhurt but shaken. I emerged com­
pletely unscathed. The cars had met 
exactly where I was sitting but I felt 
as if some powerful arm had held 
me safely in place.

Two hours later our baggage had 
been scooped into a second car and 
we continued on our way. For me it 
almost seemed as if nothing had 
happened.

That night, however, when we 
stopped at a motel in Tomah, Wis., 
I said a special prayer of thanks. I 
knew that it was nothing short of 
miraculous that I had not been 
seriously injured.

Then, long after drifting off to 
sleep, I was awakened by a voice 
calling my name. Just once it was 
spoken in a kind, familiar tone and 
I sat bolt upright, unnerved.

It was my mother Pearl Camp­
bell’s voice that pierced the dark­
ness with a clarity that should have 
wakened all. But my husband, hear­
ing nothing, slumbered on. I 

95



could feel her presence in that motel 
room, unseen but reassuring, and 
memories of that “powerful arm” 
came flooding into my mind.

The first light of dawn breaking 
through the curtains next morning 
found me still awake, reflecting on 
the events of the night and the 
preceding day. The sense that my 
mother was near persisted. I could 
almost smell her perfume. It was all 
the more extraordinary because she 
was still alive. Having suffered a 
stroke some years back, she had lost 
touch with reality and now, obliv­
ious to all else, she propelled her 
wheelchair through the corridors of 
Riverdale Hospital in Toronto.

Did this night not prove that at 
least her spirit was free? I felt that it 
must and so I wrote letters to my 
sisters Ruth Kyle and Mary Thomp­
son. They would want to know, I 
was sure.

Neither of them answered my let­
ter. Perhaps, I speculated, they were 
busy — or more likely considered 
my revelations so much foolishness.

It was not until the following 

March that I found out differently. 
My mother died then and my sisters 
met me at the Toronto airport. My 
letters had left them speechless and 
they didn’t know how to reply.

I learned from them that, at the 
same time as our car accident, 
Mother fell from her wheelchair. 
She had been badly cut and injured 
along her right side—exactly where 
I ordinarily would have been. She 
never complained.

No wonder my sisters were 
speechless. They could not help 
reading a singular connection be­
tween these two simultaneous events 
but had not wanted to upset me.

One hears of unaccountable feats 
that are accomplished through the 
power of love — particularly a 
mother’s love. Is it possible that she 
had decided, from whatever dimen­
sion her spirit was in, to suffer in my 
place?

The evidence is intangible but for 
me, a former skeptic, it’s enough. It 
is often said, and this I firmly 
believe, nothing happens by coin­
cidence.

NO SAFETY

SALVATORE Joseph D’Ange­
lo and Salvatore John D’An­
gelo share more than their names 

and birthday, May 10, 1963. They 
also have the same Social Security 
number.

They live 15 miles apart near 
Cleveland but are not related and 
did not know the other existed 
until late 1985 when confusion

NUMBERS
erupted in the Ohio Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles. The problem 
started after Salvatore John re­
ceived the same Social Security 
number in 1977 that Salvatore 
Joseph had received years earlier.

This kind of bureaucratic diffi­
culty would seem comprehensible 
if both men were named John 
Smith. But Salvatore J. D'Angelo?
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bv I. Gordon Melton

NEW AGE CONSPIRACY

DURING the last 20 years hopeful 
voices have heralded the transi­
tion of human culture into a New Age 

of planetary consciousness, holistic 
health and spiritual oneness. Before 
then individual writers and teachers 
had advocated such a world-encom­
passing approach to life, but only with 
the rise of the counterculture of the late 
1960's did this idea strike a responsive 
chord in American life. The New Age 
movement was based on the Eastern 
philosophy brought by newly-arrived 
gurus and on the works of occult meta­
physicians whose numbers had been 
growing throughout the century.

In fact, there was little new in the 
New Age. It borrowed its ideas from the 
old occult and New Thought writers 
and its program was — and is — rather 
utopian. But the movement grew rapidly 
as these same old-line occultists and 
metaphysical types identified with it. 
Thus the movement gave the appear­
ance of suddenly blossoming when in 
fact it was merely providing a new label 
for old organizations and new catch 
phrases for old modes of thought 
already claiming a few million ad­
herents.

The New Age movement did provide 
one valuable service: it made us aware 

of that large population who have dis­
sented from mainline thought but who 
have been ignored because they had lit­
tle representation among the opinion­
shaping elite of Western culture. When 
anyone paid attention to them, it was to 
make fun of their exotic beliefs and 
practices.

Nobody’s laughing now. To the con­
trary, the New Age movement has been 
discovered and taken very seriously, 
especially by conservative evangelicals 
who feel most threatened by it.

M uch of the credit for publicizing the 
New Age movement must go to Con­
stance Cumbey, a Detroit lawyer, whose 
first book The Hidden Dangers of the 
Rainbow (1983) became a best-seller 
and is already a classic text among con­
spiracy theorists. Cumbey saw the New 
Age movement as a giant satanic con­
spiracy built around the coming of 
Lord Maitreya as announced by Ben­
jamin Creme, a nearly-forgotten would- 
be John the Baptist of the New Age.

Hidden Dangers ’success led to a host 
of spin-offs detailing the conspiracy, 
linking it with Nazi Germany and the 
worship of Lucifer. Cumbey’s second 
book, privately published, continues 
the attack launched in the first volume: 
A Planned Deception, the Staging of a 
New Age Messiah (Pointe Publishers, 
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22317 Kelly Rd., East Detroit, Mich. 
48021,1985,283 pages, no price listed).

Cumbey and the other anti-New Age 
writers are not content merely to de­
nounce New Age occultists; they go on 
to identify many conservative Chris­
tians, particularly those connected with 
Christian television, as apostles of the 
New Age. New Agers will be surprised 
to discover that they have such power­
ful allies as television evangelists Pat 
Robertson and Stanley Mooney han; 
so, I imagine, will Robertson and 
Mooneyhan.

Cumbey also created a problem for 
those New Age critics who wished to 
make a sober analysis while separating 
themselves from the rash of conspiracy 
theories. The most successful noncon­
spiracy-based critique so far is Douglas 
R. Groothuis’ Unmasking the New Age 
(InterVarsity Press, Box 1400, Downers 
Grove, III. 60515, 1986, 194 pages, 
$6.95, paperback). I recommend this 
book to Fate readers, although not 
because I expect you to agree with it; 
you probably will not. It is an intensely 
Christian refutation of New Age 
thought. But it is also an honest critical 
analysis by a college minister who has 
done his homework and who writes 
carefully and thoughtfully.

ATHEISTS AND MAGICIANS

AN ENTIRELY different kind of 
book is the monumental Encyclo­
pedia of Unbelief (Prometheus Books, 

Buffalo, N.Y., 1985, 800 pages, two 
volumes, $99.95), edited by Gordon 
Stein, a first-rate historian of atheism, 
rationalism, free thought and related 
subjects. The book brings together 
essays by a number of the best scholars 
and writers from the rationalist-atheist 

world. They document the progress of 
free thought country by country, pro­
vide biographical sketches of leading 
figures in the movement and examine 
provocative topics ranging from blas­
phemy to immortality to sexuality.

I have only two small criticisms to 
make of Dr. Stein’s generally excellent 
work.

First, the Encyclopedia reflects the 
generally hostile attitude of present-day 
unbelievers toward the paranormal and 
thus omits real consideration of the 
close ties between Spiritualists, theoso- 
phists and religious skeptics in the 19th 
Century. One senses that modern free­
thinkers are somewhat ashamed of their 
roots.

Second, a number of relevant topics 
are not given independent entries, espe­
cially the various groups and indepen­
dent free-thought publishing enter­
prises (which are listed in the appendix). 
In my opinion at least a brief item on 
groups like the United Secularists of 
America or individuals such as James 
Hervey Johnson should have been in­
cluded.

The Encyclopedia is enormously val­
uable because it makes readily available 
a great deal of hard-to-get information. 
I hope that it will be financially success­
ful enough to warrant a third volume 
covering some of these additional con­
cerns.

Finally, on a lighter note, those of 
you interested in hard-core occultism 
will want to obtain a copy of A Brief 
History of Western Magick and the 
Modern Magickal Lodge by Fra. Zara­
thustra (The Technology Group, Box 
93124, Pasadena, Calif. 91109,1986,68 
pages, $10.00, paperback). This latest 
from the publishing house of magicians
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Anne and Nelson White is an irreverent 
look at 20th-Century ritual magick.

Although no one will accuse the 
author of being a professional histo­
rian, the book is devoid of the obvious 
errors of some of the more popular his­
tories of Francis King and Kenneth 
Grant while providing a rewarding 
amount of new information. It is an 
entertaining romp through the magical 
world, concentrating on the last two 
decades when Fra. Zarathustra was a 
participant-observer of the scene in 
southern California.

OTHER REVIEWS 
THE WRECK OF THE TITANIC 
FORETOLD? edited by Martin Gard­
ner, Prometheus Books, Buffalo, 
N.Y., 1986,157 pages, $18.95.

In The Wreck of the Titanic Fore­
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told? Martin Gardner introduces sto­
ries which seem to foretell the Titanic’s 
doom and shows how they probably 
didn4.

The most significant story is The 
Wreck of the Titan by Morgan Robert­
son, published in 1898 — 14 years 
before the Titanic sank. There are nu­
merous parallels between the story and 
the later event — ship name and size, 
knots traveled, time of year, collision 
with an iceberg, missing lifeboats and 
so on — which Gardner explains 
through Robertson’s knowledge of sea- 
craft and the possibility of coincidence.

Some aspects of Gardner’s argument 
are quite cogent — for instance his 
observation that icebergs were greatly 
feared as a cause of sea accidents and 
that in April (when both the fictional 
Titan and the real-life Titanic were 
wrecked) the spring thaw makes ice­
bergs most dangerous. A writer with sea 
experience would not have to possess 
precognitive powers to know this.

This is a reasonable enough argu­
ment. Unfortunately Gardner under­
cuts his case with occasional use of 
imprecise language and thought. When 
he calls various books on the paranor­

mal “atrocious,” “shameless” or a “mon­
strosity” and a writer a “purveyor of 
occult hogwash” without citing exam­
ples or specifics, all he is telling us is that 
he has an emotional antipathy toward 
paranormal claims. He also reports that 
“enormous numbers of ESP tests go 
unreported because the results are neg­
ative” without giving any source for this 
statement or any information about 
who is doing the testing.

Evidently there are no conditions 
under which he would accept ESP as 
functioning “unless an experiment can 
be successfully replicated many times.” 
He does not define “successfully” or 
“many” which enables him to deny that 
any replication meets his criteria. This 
also precludes any evaluation of spon­
taneous material.

With the recent discovery of the 
Titanic's resting place, the book is 
timely. Much of Gardner’s argument 
that Titanic prophecies can be prosai­
cally explained is coherent and persua­
sive. Too bad that at certain points his 
skeptical bias gets in the way and mud­
dies his language and thinking. — Sally 
Ann Drucker.
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GOD HAS GIVEN US EVERY GOOD 
THING by Roy Eugene Davis, CSA 
Press, Box 7, Lake Rabun Rd., Lake­
mont, Ga. 30552, 1986, 224 pages, 
$7.95.

One of life's pleasures is reading a 
book so compelling and well-written 
that you cannot put it down. Roy 
Eugene Davis' spiritual autobiography 
God Has Given Us Every Good Thing is 
such a book.

Starting with an exceptionally cogent 
foreword on the purpose of human life, 
Davis leads the reader into his own 
inner quest for self-realization. Brought 
up on a farm in Leavittsburg, Ohio, and 
raised in the United Brethren Church, 
Davis recounts how his personal rela­
tionship with God led him to Eastern 
philosophy. During his teens, after a 
serious bout with rheumatic fever, 
Davis came into contact with the now­
classic Autobiography of a Yogi by 
Paramahansa Yogananda. The book 
entirely changed Davis’ life.

Barely 18 years old, Davis left home 
and embarked on a cross-country pil­
grimage to Los Angeles in order to 
become a personal disciple of the 
famous Indian yogi. Davis joined the 
Self-Realization Fellowship in 1949 and 
was a monk for almost four years. His 
inspiring account of his life with Yoga­
nanda serves as the heart of his narra­
tive.

Davis left the monastic order of SRF 
at the age of 22 when he felt that he 
needed to be more active in the world. 
But true to his inner calling, he began a 
career as a “free-lance” minister, lectur­
ing throughout the country on a variety 
of topics. Finally, in 1973, he became 
the leader of the Center for Spiritual 
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Awareness in Lakemont, Ga., which 
still remains his ministerial base.

Of particular interest in Davis’ auto­
biography are his encounters with a 
number of spiritual gurus and leaders, 
including Swami Muktananda, Satya 
Sai Baba, Swami Rama, Joel Gold­
smith and Dr. Masaharu Taniguchi. 
Although I disagree with some of his 
evaluations of these teachers (particu­
larly his generous praise of Father 
Divine), Davis’ appraisements show an 
endearing humility.

Davis’ book is important for histori­
cal reasons. Since he has been involved 
in the metaphysical scene for nearly 40 
years, Davis has seen the changes that 
have taken place in what he terms the 
“New Era” community. For instance, 
Davis knew Da Free John when he was 
still Franklin Jones, a young disciple of 
Swami Muktananda. He was on 

friendly terms with Indra Devi, Lowell 
Fillmore and the founder of the Science 
of Mind, Ernest Holmes.

Yet, despite the useful information 
Davis provides on these leaders and 
their movements, I suspect that he is 
holding back. Davis could help both 
scholars and seekers if he would let his 
guard down and tell us some of the 
“shadow” history of the New Age.

The mark of a great book is that it 
leaves you wanting more. Thus, my 
only major criticism of Davis* autobiog­
raphy is that it should have been longer. 
We can only hope Davis will Write a 
sequel. — David Christopher Lane.

RAILWAY GHOSTS by W. B. Her­
bert, David & Charles, North Pom­
fret, Vt., 1986,128 pages, $13.95.
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now mostly vanished glories of the 
railways. In the United States they are 
called railroad enthusiasts. In England, 
where the breed is more numerous, they 
are often referred to as train spotters. 
And some persons are fascinated by 
anything that has a tinge of the ghostly 
or supernatural about it. They are called 
all sorts of things.

If you happen to be both, this is the 
book for you.

Personally I have only a passing 
interest in the railways but I do love to 
collect “ghost stories.” 1 put the words 
in quotes because I mean them in the 
broadest possible sense, supernatural 
fiction, ghostly folklore and anecdotes 
and the results of serious psychical 
research. Railway Ghosts, a modest lit­
tle collection, falls very much in the area 
of folklore and anecdotes and as such it 
is quite satisfying.

Most American readers will proba­
bly find themselves a bit confused by 
some of the place names and railway 
terms, for this book, which was origi­
nally published in England, is very Brit­
ish indeed, and clearly the work of a 
train spotter. Here’s an example:

“The signal box at Claxy, two miles 
from Market Rasen in Lincolnshire, is a 
small box constructed in the GCR type 
of architecture. It lies one-half mile 
from the main road to Market Rasen 
and Lincoln and about two miles from 
the attractive village of Claxby which 
clings to the ironstone ridge of Lincoln­
shire Woods.”

Still, even when you canT figure out 
exactly what the author is talking about, 
it’s easy enough to catch the drift.

These stories are just that: stories. A 
few of these accounts reflect familiar 
folkloric themes — the headless ghost, 
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for instance, or the object that causes 
bad luck when it is removed from its 
appointed resting place. But most of 
these tales are surprisingly fresh. They 
sound as if they represent people’s 
genuine beliefs rather than literary 
reworkings.

1 suppose that the best way to read 
this book would be to take it along on a 
railway journey through Britain and try 
to visit some of the stations and other 
landmarks. That is, if these places still 
exist, and I suspect that most don't. If 
you can’t make the trip, just sit back 
and prepare to lose yourself amid the 
ghosts, both human and mechanical, of 
the vanished era of British railways. — 
Daniel Cohen.

A SKEPTIC’S HANDBOOK OF 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY edited by Paul 
Kurtz, Prometheus Books, Buffalo, 
N.Y., 1985, 727 pages, $34.95 hard­
cover, $16.95 paperback.

In A Skeptic’s Handbook of Para­
psychology editor Paul Kurtz has 
assembled 30 articles critical of the 
manner in which researchers over the 
years have sought to document the 
existence of psi.

Part One, “Historical Overviews,” 
consists of five articles on psychical 
research from the birth of Spiritualism 
in 1848 to the present. Ray Hyman pro­
vides a lengthy, generally thoughtful 
survey. C.E.M. Hansel unsuccessfully 
searches for an experimental ESP dem­
onstration that will satisfy his demand­
ing standards. And Edward and Ellen 
Girden look for solid and replicable 
data on psychokinesis but find only 
investigator error and fraudulent per­
formances. In two older pieces Simon
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Newcomb and Eric J. Dingwall express 
similarly negative assessments.

Part Two, “The Argument from 
Fraud," opens with a one-sided article 
by editor Kurtz on fraud among medi­
ums and psychics, followed by the 
famous confessions of Margaret Fox, 
one of the founders of modern Spiritu­
alism, and Douglas Blackbum, who 
reportedly hoodwinked some early SPR 
investigators in a series of tests for tele­
pathy. Next is John E. Coover’s classic 
1927 article “Metaphysics and the In­
credulity of Psychologists.” There are 
also illuminating pieces by J. Fraser 
Nicol on trickery among children, Betty 
Markwick on the Soal fraud and D. Scott 
Rogo on the Levy scandal as well as a 
slighter piece by Trevor Hall on the 
reputed haunting of Borley Rectory. Part 
Two concludes with two interesting 
items by James Randi and Martin Gard­
ner about the nejd for conjurers and 
magicians in parapsychology to help 
researchers guard against being duped.

In Part Three, “Parapsychologists 
Reply,” John Beloff challenges skeptics 
to provide a plausible counterexplana­
tion for a number of historical cases of 
mediumship, in particular Eusapia Pal­
ladino (a most unfortunate choice, in 
my opinion). Next is a fair and balanced 
chapter by Douglas Stokes examining 
both the rational and extrarational 
elements nvolved in either the accep­
tance or rejection of psi. Then Susan 
Blackmore, after recounting her expe­
riences as a “psi-inhibitory experiment­
er,” recommends in effect that para­
psychologists begin again. A useful anno­
tated bibliography on the skeptical 
literature by Gerd Hovelmann closes 
the section.

Part Four, “Parapsychology: Science 

or Pseudoscience,” contains essays by 
Christopher Scott, Antony Flew, Paul 
Kurtz and James Alcock. All conclude 
that parapsychology, although not yet a 
science, could become one if it met the 
stringent criteria set forth by the authors.

Part Five, “Some Methodological 
and Theoretical Issues,” raises a num­
ber of significant questions. Persi Dia- 
conis shows how the “laws of chance” 
may be violated in parapsychological 
experiments without thereby implying 
the existence of psi. He gives examples 
of some new statistical techniques by 
which these problems can be at least 
partially overcome. Next Martin Gard­
ner convincingly questions whether 
quantum physics can be legitimately 
used to explain or illustrate psi and 
Denys Parsons shows how paranormal 
claims tend to evaporate when sub­
jected to close analysis. Finally Charles 
Akers urges investigators to shift their 
attention away from past research to 
concentrate on designs for future, fraud­
proof experiments.

In Part Six, “Further Critiques,” Piet 
Hein Hoebens provides a highly critical 
analysis of various “psychic sleuths.” 
Gerd Hovelmann next examines the 
near-death experience as it relates to 
possible life after death, although he 
acknowledges that most parapsycholo­
gists share his doubts about the rele­
vance of such experiences to survival. 
Concluding, Leonard Zusne argues that 
the conflict between believer and skep­
tic is due, at least in part, to the differ­
ences between those who think “magi­
cally” and those who do not.

My main criticism of the book has 
less to do with what it says than with 
what it does not say. The worst offend­
er, Kurtz, “explains” mediums like D.
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D. Home simply by not mentioning 
anything that cannot be readily attrib­
uted to fraud. The same criticism holds 
true, although to a lesser degree, of the 
chapters dealing with experimental 
parapsychology. While the contributors 
make a number of trenchant criticisms 
about the lack of proper controls in 
various studies, they also ignore or 
underplay significant bodies of data 
that are not thus easily faulted. 
Schmidt’s experiments with random 
number generators, for example, are 
criticized for a variety of reasons but no 
real effort is made to explain why, if the 
effect is not real, so many researchers 
have duplicated it.

The book cannot be criticized for fail­
ing to confront the actual empirical 
data of parapsychology, but insofar as 
it neglects to address the entire range of 
research activity, it cannot be said to 
have successfully demolished the evi­
dence for psi.

Although purporting to be a com­
plete survey of the field of parapsychol­
ogy and psychical research, the volume 
says little about the massive, critically- 
sifted case collections that were the first 
great work of the Society for Psychical 
Research, beyond suggesting that such 
remarkable experiences must be the 
result of chance. Nor do any of the 27 
contributors seem to have much inter­
est in informing their readers about 
such notably successful mediums as 
Mrs. Piper and Mrs. Leonard, who are 
passed over in favor of dubious medi­
ums like Palladino. To the informed 
reader the contributors appear at times 
to shy away intentionally from any­
thing they cannot convincingly explain 
away.

This is not to say, however, that the 

volume is just another hatchet job. 
Although somewhat loaded on the 
skeptical side, many of the criticisms 
made against parapsychology are well- 
taken and should challenge investiga­
tors to rethink their work. Whether you 
are a skeptic or a believer, this impor­
tant book is must reading. — Rodger /. 
Anderson.

ALSO NOTABLE
THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE MYSTERY 
— SOLVED by Larry Kusche, Prome­
theus Books, Buffalo, N.Y., 1986, 302 
pages, $11.95, paperback.

This classic book, originally published 
in 1975. returns to print with a new fore­
word by the author. One of the best 
debunking works ever published, it is 
everything such books should be but too 
often are not: heavy on documentation, 
light on polemics — and entirely con­
vincing. Kusche shows that the Bermuda 
Triangle "mystery" was the creation of 
sensation-seeking writers who did not 
do the homework that would have uncov­
ered the prosaic causes of the allegedly 
inexplicable events in the “triangle" area. 
In doing that homework, Kusche lays 
bare the truth behind an episode in mod­
ern folklore.

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN 
RELIGIONS: FIRST EDITION SUPPLE­
MENT by J. Gordon Melton, Gale 
Research Company, Detroit, Mich., 
1965,177 pages, $75.00, paperback.

Religious scholar Melton is preparing 
a new, extensively revised second edi­
tion of his much acclaimed Encyclope­
dia. Meanwhile he has provided a sup­
plement to the first edition, with de­
scriptions of more-or-less conventional 
religious bodies. Then there are the not- 
so-conventional others, such as the "SM 
Church" of Berkeley, Calif., formed a 
decade ago by "people who defined 
themselves as being into SM (i.e., sadism 
and masochism)... .The church is femi­
nist in orientation and . . . allows both 
homosexual and heterosexual patterns 
of female dominance. ..." In other 
words, there's a religion for everybody.
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READERS
These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments Send your opinion 
of articles and stones of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth Pl, Highland 
Park. DI 60035

WILL TO BELIEVE
I was pleased to find Susan Black­

more’s “The Making of a Skeptic” in 
the April 1986 issue of Fate and glad 
that D. Scott Rogo had an opportunity 
to present the other side in “The Mak­
ing of Psi Failures.”

Rogo, however, has not done a good 
job. What he is asking us to do is to 
abandon the immediate application of 
the scientific method and just believe 
first. This sounds like the arguments 
one hears from Christians who can't 
present their case in a convincing, logi­
cal fashion. It is totally inappropriate 
for a scientist to believe passionately in 
the conclusions of an experiment he has 
not yet run, especially when past results 
have not been encouraging.

Rogo advocates what amounts to 
urging subliminal prejudice on the 
experimenter. I would be more likely to 
credit involuntary cheating than I 
would a miraculous “experimenter 
effect” if results suddenly changed with 
the researcher’s adoption of profound 
conviction.

In addition, Rogo has shown poor 
understanding of good experimental 
design when he claims that there is good 

evidence (which he attempts to cite) for 
the existence of “experimenter effect." 
He neglects to mention (and control 
for) individual experimenter variation 
in the performance of the research — 
which is surely a simpler explanation 
than the one he puts forth. There must 
be a better defense of negative parapsy­
chological results than the one Rogo 
has given. — Gordon Stein, Ph. D., 
Santa Monica, Calif.

• ♦ •
From my own experience I believe 

that D. Scott Rogo is 100 percent cor­
rect in his analysis of parapsychologist 
Susan Blackmore’s predicament (“The 
Making of Psi Failures,” April 1986 
FATE). He asserts that she will never get 
rid of her psychic “brown thumb” until 
she achieves real conviction 
through her own psychic experience. I 
would go a step beyond that. Obviously 
no one, however hopeful, ought to hold 
his breath waiting for a psychic expe­
rience to be visited upon him out of the 
blue. Far better that Blackmore actively 
cultivate such experiences rather than 
passively wait, unscientific as such cul­
tivation might sound.

1 know a method, which I would be
III
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■
 Have you 

lived on 
earth before?

REINCARNATION
Familiar places, situations and ex­

periences, skills to use, difficulties to 
overcome, karma, employment oppor­
tunities, new talents, right romance, 
lasting love, family relationships.

Innumerable testimonials affirm 
accuracy. Send stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to:

REV. NOEL STREET
264 Mainsail St.

Port St. Lucie, FL 33452glad to demonstrate to Rogo and Black- 
more, for getting high-resolution psi 
scores under conditions that I believe 
are easily replicable. The only hitch is 
that one has to be trained in the tech­
nique. Its beauty lies in its simplicity. It 
is a method for calling the results of 
go/no-go situations (coin tosses, for 
example) which can be done by most 
people from now until the cows come 
home with a steady accuracy of 95 per­
cent where chance should produce only 
50 percent. Obviously no one needs a 
degree in mathematics to evaluate the 
statistical results of that kind of exper­
imental run.

This exercise, which we use for per­
suading skeptics around here, could 
suffice to make Susan Blackmore or 
anyone else a believer overnight, which 
is about how long, I would bet, it would 
take for Susan’s “brown thumb” to dis­

appear were she thus to train herself 
before setting out to make guinea pigs 
of others. — Garman Lord, Water­
town, N. Y.

• • •
Susan Blackmore’s article about her 

intensive research into ESP (“The Mak­
ing of a Skeptic,” April 1986 Fate) has 
actually proven the existence of psi, the 
very thing she feels she failed to do.

Consider the remarkable consistency 
of her negative results. Had these tests 
been as consistently positive, she would 
not have doubted her success. The very 
consistency of her results should have 
proven to her that she herself is project­
ing the negativism. Otherwise her re­
sults should have been more propor­
tional — that is, some successes and 
some failures. All of her failures add up 
to success.

Blackmore should reevaluate her tests 
on the basis of the negative proving the 
point. At the same time, I believe that 
her own skepticism was the factor that 
influenced her subjects. — Arthur 
Flor man, Los Angeles, Calif.

* * •
1 am not surprised that after 10 years 

Susan Blackmore has not isolated ESP. 
I say this because, when she was able to 
teach a parapsychology course to help 
finance her first experiments, she writes, 
“But by pure chance I found myself able 
to teach. . . .” She takes this as pure 
chance without questioning the oppo­
site possibility — that it was meanir g- 
ful, not simply fortuitous. This attitude 
is not conducive to paranormal expe­
rience; it is the attitude of a mind 
trained to detect falsity and to mistrust 
any revelation of greater potential. It is 
also the method used to screen psi in the 
lab in terms of probability. This seems
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to be her interpretation of life.
Blackmore writes, “But it is well 

known that people are very poor at 
judging the likelihood of a coinci­
dence.” Yes, it is well known by people 
who reduce meaningful events to a se­
ries of unrelated facts. This chaos of 
unrelatedness is the view of the universe 
that science is partial to. I question the 
intrinsic merit of using this methodical 
counting of events. To erect a barrier 
that already defines what is outside the 
“normal” is a strange way to go about 
searching for it. Psychic events carry 
their own proof for the experiencer.

I'm not sure what Blackmore means 
by calling psi “a universal negative” but 
I think she must be stating that science 
can’t find psi; therefore it doesn’t exist 
within the perimeters of statistical evi­
dence.

Blackmore states at the end of her 
article, “My 10 years of research have 
left me an open-minded skeptic rather 
than a disbeliever, but I have concluded 
one thing. The notion of psi is remark­
ably unhelpful.” The woman has found 
an attitude that demeans the very thing 
she purportedly searches for. — Fran­
ces Haas, Manchester, Conn.

MURDER!
I was shocked to find the story “How 

to Kill a Witch” by Alijandra Mogilner 
in the April 1986 issue of Fate. This is 
the type of story one expects to find in 
the trashy papers sold in supermarkets.

I don’t see how an educated person, 
as Mogilner claims to be, could write 
such ignorant tripe. Worse, she seems 
to condone the murder of a helpless old 
lady. This murder was the same stupid 
brutality that was practiced in old 
Salem. It would be interesting to know

MOVING?
TELL US WHEREI Don't ria* ...Mng • «Ingle 
Issue of FATE. At least six »»*i before you 
move send us notice with your new address- 
typed or printed—I ncludlng zip code. Attach the 
address label from the front cover of FATE. Mall 
notice and label to

FATE/Subecrtpttons
170 Future Way, Marton, ОН 4M02

DIANE TESSMAN

Diane Tessman, Internationally famed 
for her insight, will do a personal reading 
FOR YOU for a limited time only! Each 
reading Is done personally by Diane, is at 
least 2Vi single-spaced typed pages. 
Specify past life reading, spiritual destiny 
reading, space channelling, or other. Feel 
free to write a letter! Your personal read­
ing from Diane will be a treasure as you 
travel your life's path! $40.00.

Send $3.00 for a wonderful "grab bag" 
of psychic information from Diane, sent 
first class only!

DIANE TESSMAN
P.O. Box 622, Poway, CA 92064
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who gained control of the old lady’s 
property — the killers or the local 
church. — Ernest Worthen, Wathena, 
Kans.

The MYSTIC EYE:
Experiment in Automatism

TO MY GURU.. .
Fate brings back memories of the 

times I spent in an ashram, learning 
from and getting to know my guru 
Swami Premananda.

My interest in spirituality and the 
occult sciences led me in my late teens to 
a close examination of religion. I was 
fascinated by what various books on 
religion and teachers could offer. 1 
think none captured my attention more 
than such unanswerable questions as: 
Are we really controlled by destiny? 
Why is one man healed while another 
languishes in pain, defying all medical 
relief? In my search for knowledge, I 
met orthodox teachers of Christian and 
Buddhist faiths, mediums, faith-healers 
and fortune-tellers.

In 1979 I met Swami Premananda 
who helped me find some answers to my 
questions. He has been blessed from 
early childhood with the ability to heal 
physically and the faculty of material­
ization. He uses these gifts as aids to 
spiritual healing and to imbue divine 
awareness.

Although I have witnessed these gifts 
firsthand and have been the recipient of 
both, it is not for these that I consider 
him my guru. Rather, it is our affinity. 
During my early meditation sessions 
when 1 felt I needed guidance, my room 
would suddenly be filled with the scents 
of sandalwood and roses, both always 
associated with Swami Premananda. 
These cannot be my imagination be­
cause others notice the scents when I 
open the door to leave my room.
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The greatest benefit I have had from 
this mystic figure is learning the feeling 
of bliss and contentment. Often in day- 
to-day living I have recourse to that. 
—Annie Moore, Plano, Tex.

TOP-NOTCH EVIDENCE
Joe La Rosa’s letter under the head­

ing “Pandora’s Box” (January 1986 
Fate) suggests that top-notch evidence 
revealing the U. S. government's deep 
concern over UFOs has not gained 
much circulation among UFO buffs. 
That comes as something of a surprise 
to me. It only makes sense that the 
government should be keeping tabs on 
UFOs, whether or not it likes to say so.

Granted, not all UFOs seem threat­
ening, maybe not even most of them. 
Nevertheless, it’s basic military practice 
to treat unidentified intruding aircraft 
as potential threats to national security, 
particularly when such aircraft show 
every sign of technological superiority.

Okay, so they’re not dropping bombs 
or anything. Neither do spy satellites 
and other types of aerial reconnaissance 
equipment. But you can safely bet the 
government is concerned about over­
flights of that nature, unidentified or 
otherwise. In short, if the government 
isn’t worried about UFOs, the public 
should be worried about the govern­
ment.

The truth of the matter, however, is 
that the government is worried about 
UFOs and has been for some time. 
Many books in the field have covered 
this story, but by far the most revealing 
is Clear Intent: The Government 
Cover-up of the UFO Experience, co­
authored by Lawrence Fawcett and 
Barry J. Greenwood and published by 
Prentice Hall, Inc., in 1984 (Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J. 07632).

St. Madonna's Temple of Light

MAGIC WORDS: “I SAW IT IN FATE.’
Please mention FATE when replying to our advertisers 
They want to know where you saw their ad - and they will 
give you special service when told you saw it in FATE.

HE 

ADVERTISED 
IN 

FATE!
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In Clear Intent Fawcett and Green­
wood disclose the contents of some 
astounding documents painstakingly 
procured through the Freedom of Infor­
mation Act. Many of these documents 
are straight out of the files of such agen­
cies as the FBI, the CIA and the NSA 
(National Security Agency). These doc­
uments, along with others previously 
kept under lock and key, provide posi­
tive proof that UFOs have been very, 
very serious government business since 
the late 1940's. — Ron Schmidt, Smith­
ers, B. C„ Canada.

* * *
In response to Jeffery Fisher’s letter 

headed “Galloping Paranoia” (March 
1986 Fate), I would certainly like to 
have these questions answered: If the 
United States is capable of a massive 
cover-up, how is it that Fisher knows 
about Watergate, the “Agent Orange 
mess”and the scandal about the victims 
of atomic testing? Don’t these in fact 
illustrate how difficult it is to maintain a 
cover-up of even moderate size in this 
country?

In the light of these examples, how is 
it possible to maintain a cover-up with 
virtually 100 percent effectiveness on a 
global scale for decades? Does anyone 
out there have even a shred of material 
evidence of such a vast conspiracy? — 
Ron Miller, Fredericksburg, Va.

“SEEING THE LIGHTS”
Hilary Evans’ “Seeing the Lights” 

(October-November 1985 Fate) re­
minds me of something I experienced 
more than 50 years ago.

In September 1932 I boarded an 
overnight sleeper at Glendale, Calif., on 
my way to the University of Nevada. 

(Continued on page 127)
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DEVELOP MIND, PERFECT SELF, gain 
power, achieve mastery. Yahwistic secrets 
now revealed. Write: E. Chaffin, WSMME, 
Rt. 2, Box 179M, Eclectric, AL 36024

FIVE CHINESE RACES sent to you free. 
Read first, then pay or throw it away. — 
Katamoto, 111 West Fifth St., Suite 334, Los 
Angeles, CA 90013
PSYCHIC POWER REPORT, $1.00. Free 
newsletter—Ancient Truth Research Foun­
dation, 1015 N. El Centro, Los Angeles, CA 
90038

ASTROLOGY

LEARN TO CHART HOROSCOPES. 
Complete instructions, $5.00. — Cloverleaf 
Publication 101, 1715 Lombardy Drive, 
Boulder, CO 80302

SPIRITUAL AND PERSONAL GROWTH 
through astrology. Your personal forecast 
for the coming year. Send $15.00, birth 
information: Stellar Connections, Box 616, 
West Chicago, IL 60185

SEXOSCOPE CHART - your private life 
horoscope on your tastes, turn-ons and 
hang-ups in 1500 words or more. Written in 
a “Masters & Johnson" type report. $15.00. 
Also natal horoscopes, 1500 words, $15.00. 
Send birth information. —Michael, Box 
5151, Pasadena, CA9I107

ASTRONOMER-ASTROLOGER will pre­
pare your profile in astrology. Send $12.50 
to your astrologer, Jeffrey Allen, MAFA, 
5700 SW 31st St., Miami, FL 33155

COMPATIBILITY ANALYSIS: Send both 
persons birth date, time, place. $12.50. — 
Astrocomp, Suite 112,1700 Stumpf, Gretna, 
LA 70056

COMPATIBILITY REPORT(20-30 pages), 
gives astrological overview of each person 
describing personal needs and relationship 
potential. $20.00. Send both birth informa­
tion. — Michael, Box 5151, Pasadena, CA 
91107

AVOID DANGEROUS TIMES, use fortu­
nate times. For two year Forecast send 
$16.95 (check/mo), plus birthdate, accurate 
birth time, birthplace to: Personal Forecasts, 
Box П01, W. Concord, MA 01742. Send 
$1.00 plus SASE for more information.

ASTROLOGY and assorted Christian Spir­
itualist lessons, services and supplies. For 
free information, write: Triumvirate Society, 
317 E. La Palma #59, Anaheim, CA 92801

BOOKS—FOLIOS

OUT OF PRINT metaphysical books. As­
trology, yoga. Tarot, hermetics, herbals, 
crystals, UFO. Catalog, $1.00. Free search.— 
Whelan. Box 729, Newberry, FL 32669

HOW TO BE A MEDIUM, Evans, $5.00. 
Pendulum Power, $5.00. Magic Power of 
Healing, $6.00. Pocketpak Kit includes a 
needlepoint pendulum and mirrorgraph, 
$7.95. The Human Aura, $6.00.— Aries, 
Box 29396f, Sappington, MO 63126

GOD SPEAKS IN SILENCE— find out for 
yourself! Using simple yet powerful medita­
tion techniques. Free booklet: Meditation, 
Box 32433, Jamaica, NY 11431

FREE SPIRITUAL BOOKS-lOO books, 
99c each plus special free books.— AUM 
Publishers, Dept. 110,86-24 Parsons Boule­
vard, Jamaica, NY 11432

UNHAPPY WITH YOUR LIFE? Read 
“On the Wings of Fate,” $10.00 — Murat 
Publishers, 2132 Northwest Eleventh Ave­
nue, Miami, FL 33127
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MASTER THE SECRETS of Psychome- 
try! Aiexr. Verner's book tells how you can 
psychometrize objects to reveal valuable 
information you need for success. Send 
$2.95.- META, Box 6064PS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

NEWLY DICTATED BY SPIRIT 
GUIDES: The Cleansing — an internal 
guidebook to the last days before the coming 
earth shift. SASE for free brochure, or send 
$10.00 for your copy: Universal-Mind 
Church, Box 4229, Christiansted, St. Croix, 
VI 00820 

25 EFFECTIVE astral projection tech­
niques, $3.00.— Diskinetics, Box 52191-A, 
Tulsa, OK 74152

THE 5 SECRETS TO A SUCCESSFUL 
LIFE (An Encyclopedia of Modern Magic), 
456 pages, $12.95 & $1.19 postage.— 
AREPO Corp., 618 49th St., Brooklyn, NY 
11220

CURRENT BOOKS and tapes by mail at 
very special prices. Western occultism, 
astrology, Qabalah, magick. Tarot, rare 
occult classics, etc. Send for free catalog of 
many hundreds of items.— G&A Enter­
prises, 30310 Circle R Lane, Valley Center, 
CA 92082

FREE NEW AGE MAGAZINE subscrip­
tion & book catalog. Psychic. UFOs. Pro­
phecy. Healing. Spells.— Inner Light, Box 
753, Dept. F, New Brunswick, NJ 08903

PATTERNS OF ILLUSION and change, 
$4.50 postpaid. Current list free.— Evanes­
cent Press, P.O. Box 968, Laytonville, CA 
95454

EFFORTLESSLY INCREASE your men­
tal-physical power until you gain the ability 
to bring forth the fulfillment of “any”desire. 
Free brochure.— Absolute Power, Box 343, 
Woodridge, NJ 07075

REINCARNATION: Taking control. For 
the book, send $6.00. — Jack Heninger, P.O. 
Box 3673, La Habra, CA 90632

ASTRO-PSYCHIC MONTHLY MINI­
MAG. Details SASE. - 2745 West 38 Place, 
Chicago, IL 60632

PALMISTRY DICTIONARY with illustra­
tions. An excellent book describing modem 
and traditional terms. 275 pages. $9.95, plus 
$1.00 р/h.— Plutonic Minerals, P.O. Box 
2274, Huntington Beach, CA 92647
SEE THE HUMAN AURA! Swami Pan- 
chadasi’s revealing book now gives you the 
secret key for developing the Aura. Send 
$2.95. - META, Box 6064AE, Long Island 
City, NY 11106_______________________
ENHANCE YOUR LIFE by understanding 
the values and principles that enhance life. 
Read “Man And Providence," by Victor M. 
Henderson. This book presents a collection 
of thoughts and hundreds of principles ex­
pounding a spiritual philosophy. This philo­
sophy embodies Providentialism and is 
associated with promoting human endea­
vors. Providentialism reveals God’s mind 
and thus is divine guidance. It integrates 
heaven and earth for a common purpose, 
which is to promote values, give direction to 
human efforts and power to achieve pro­
gress. Softcover, $6.95 per copy, postpaid. 
— Paradise Communications, 14033 May- 
port Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650__________
RUDOLF STEINER'S BOOKS on spirit­
ual science, reincarnation, meditation, kar­
ma, medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free 
catalog. — Anthroposophic Press, Bell’s 
Pond, Suite 20, Star Rt„ Hudson, NY 12534 
OCCULT BOOKS. Lists, lOe. - Collins 
Books, Box 168, Appalachia. VA 24216
“HIDDEN MYSTERIES OFTHE BIBLE." 
Biblical secrets of gaining money, love, good 
luck,' health, protection. Complete course, 
$10.00. -Mayahouse, Box 9831, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76107____________________________
ARE YOU SEARCH ING? Free catalog list­
ing many books in the field of parapsychol­
ogy, comparative religions, gems and stone, 
astrology and other related subjects. — 
Hiawatha Book Co., 7567 N.E. 102 Ave., 
Bondurant, IA 50035

LOTTO PLAYERS! Racegoers! Natural 
laws govern chance events; learn to use them. 
Details: E.F. Latimer, P.O. Box 396, Rex- 
dale, Ont., Canada M9W 5L4___________
HOW TO CAST LOVE SPELLS—Bible 
Magic! Guaranteed. Send $6.00 to Sandler, 
19-E West Park, Merchantville, NJ 08109 

118



OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOUND. Send 
wants. Five different 2,000+ catalogs. $2.00 
each. All, $8.00. - Booklook, 51W Maple 
Ave., Warwick, NY 10990
RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Cata­
log of psychic books, includes tapes for med­
itation and relaxation. Send $2.00 which 
applies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429_________________
BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910
UFO/FORTEAN LITERATURE. Free 
list. — Orphic Books, 18533 Roscoe Blvd., 
Suite 200, Northridge. CA 91324_________
RARE ESOTERIC BOOKS and papers. 
Most not available elsewhere. SASE.— 
Jaqua, M-735, RD. 7, Napoleon, OH 43545 
MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send 
$2.95.— META, Box 6064FT, Long Island 
City, NY 11106
WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man 
Know Thyself.”“BeThy Real Self,” Medita­
tion and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. —Magi Center, Box 
1166, Paradise, CA 95969_______________
136+ BIBLICAL CONTRADICTIONS, 
more! $3.00.—Crusade Publications, Box 
200, Redmond, WA 98052______________
MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send $2.95. Guaranteed. 
— META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 

NY 11106____________________________
SEND FOR FREE occult book catalog.— 
Original Publications, 2486-F Webster Ave., 
Bronx, NY 10458______________________
ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi's powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035- 
F Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants 
JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof 
Flavius Josephus created fictional Jesus, 
authored Gospels, Scholarly booklet, $4.00. 
-Vector, Box 6215-M, Bellevue, WA 98008
AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, 
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical 
course pursuing the world beyond the 5 
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism, 
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari­
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large 
format, soft bound. $10.95 + $1.00 U.S. and 
$2.00 foreign р/h.— Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner's per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. —META, Box 
6064SA, Long Island City, NY 11106
THE WITCH’S FORMULARY and spell­
book. How people use incense, oils, pow­
ders, candies, herbs and roots to gain money, 
love, luck and success. 96 pages, $6.95 plus 
$1.00 postage.—Original, 2486-F Webster 
Ave., Bronx, NY 10458

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. 
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quanta! Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA 93116

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

START AND OPERATE your own profit­
able business at home! Fascinating book 
tells how. Free details! SASE. — Integrity 
Publishers, 7452 Autumn, Citrus Heights, 
CA 95621

BUMPER STICKER PRINTING device. 
Cheap, simple, portable. Free details. — 
Bumper, P.O. Box 22791 (NC), Tampa, FL 
33622

ИМИ
CRYSTAL PR1SMS-R AINBOWS! Grand­
ma's blues chaser. Just add sunshine! Bro­
chure, big 40mm only $10.00.— Rainbows 
Too, Box 1176-F, Valley Stream, NY 11580
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CRYSTALS
NATURAL QUARTZ CRYSTAL. Why 
settle for glass or plastic? Gemologist/ mu­
seum shop supplier offers collector's quality, 
finely cut and polished rock crystal. Com­
pletely clear crystal ball. I’d iameter, approx 
113 carats, S34.00. Exquisite, finest quality 
pyramid. Г base width. $50.00. Add $3.00 
shipping, MD residents. 5% tax. Satisfaction 
fuaranteed. Grape Mountain, Box 3477-

, Silver Spring. MD 20901

CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant 
notice wearing these gorgeous, gemlike ear­
rings of imported 32% lead crystal with 
facets of glittering brilliance. Two styles for 
pierced ears! 11 mm teardrop-shaped crystal 
on gold-tone kidney wires or 4mm round­
shaped studs on silver-tone posts. Expensive 
looking, but only $7.95 plus SI.00 postage/ 
handling each pair. Please be sure to specify 
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249. Highland Park, IL 60035

OCTAGONAL CRYSTAL-beautiful, 
glowing, eight-faceted pyramid makes strik­
ing table ornament or desk paperweight. 
Theorized to have a special resonance with 
the Crystalline Universe, focusing energy at 
its apex. Heavy 32% lead crystal, hand cut 
and polished. 4’ high, only $26.50. plus $3.00 
postage/handling. Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
GENUINE BRAZILIAN QUARTZ crystal 
balls, eggs, gorgeous amethyst necklaces, 
pendants. Attractive prices. Free catalog.— 
Crystals, Box 30305, Santa Barbara, CA 
93130

DOWSING
ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Instructional 
books, instruments. Free catalog.—Box 
30305, Santa Barbara. CA 93130

DREAMS
YOUR DREAMS have meaning and impor­
tance. Book unlocks their secrets. $4.00.— 
Piedmont Press, (F7), Box 17455, Portland, 
OR 97217

LEARN TO INTERPRET DREAMS! Ex­
pert Adrienne Quinn tells how! 140-pg book. 
Send $5.95 to: Dream Research, P.O. Box 
1142, Tacoma. WA 98401

DREAM CONTROL. Advanced training 
course, $15.00.—Diskinetics, Box 52191-D, 
Tulsa, OK 74152

ИНННВННННВВИН1
DISCOVER WHAT VITAMINS & miner­
als can do for you! New book, $5.95. —Sauk 
River Press, Box 2475F, San Francisco, CA 
94126

ARTHRITIS? Heavenly relief from pain! 
Information on herbal remedy, $5.99. Guar­
anteed pain stopper — Norling, 4016 Hess­
mer Avenue, 10F, Metairie, LA 70002

RELIEVE HEMORRHOIDS naturally! 
$2.22 ppd. — Healing Arts Press, P.O. Box 
7082, Reston, VA 22Ò91

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita 
Florum flower essence. Quoted by British 
M.D. as having potential “To heal every­
body and everything.”—Vita Florum, Box 
85, Station A, Toronto, M5W 1A2 Canada

HOMEOPATHY! Natural medicines that 
work! Books, tapes, medicines. For free 
catalog, SASE to: Homeopathic Educa­
tional Services, 2124Z Kittredge, Berkeley, 
CA 94704

SUPER—INTELLIGENCE! Free amazing 
method! —EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora, CA 
91740

HYPNOSIS
“HYPNOSIS IS EASY" 10-cassette course. 
Control weight, habits, attitudes. Win! Earn 
money as registered hypnotist. $56.45. Free 
brochure. — Course, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 
89507

BHH шикш HBHH
PATH BEYOND THE MASTERS. The 
Christian Mystical Schooling, the direct way 
to the Source. For information and corres­
pondence course, write: The Christ State, 
Box 3549, New Haven, CT 06525

DISCOINCIDENCE- Advanced con­
sciousness, astral projection training.— 
Diskinetics, Box 52191-M, Tulsa, OK 74152

ESOTERIC PRAYER Lesson course. — 
Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, 
IL 60690-1554
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AUTOMATIC WRITING. Nala, spiritual 
mystic, guides beginners. Send $5.00 for 
booklet to: M.A.B., 4736 Wilmington Pike, 
Kettering, OH 45440-2021

VASTLY IMPROVE YOUR LIFE . . . 
through our one year “metapsychology” 
course. For brochure write: Horizon Society, 
Box 160300-FT, #235, Sacramento, CA 
95816

LEARN POWERFUL SECRETS of the 
Mystic Light Society. Write: William Alex­
ander Onbello, Box 53134, Philadelphia, 
PA 19105
BE YOUR OWN MASTER. Learn Tarot, 
Numerology, Astrology. Home study cour­
ses with personal interest of your teacher. 
Write for free aptitude form.—Mary Patrick- 
Lioux, 117 Wesley, Capitola, CA 95010, 
408/475-1952._________________________
HEAVENLY EMERGENCE of Supreme 
Being. Highest awareness/grace/healing. 
Wonderful life transformations. Dynamic 
activities transcending body/ego/drugs. Un­
lock gateway to miracles. Stamp, please. — 
Pyramid of One, 251 NW Bailey, Hillsboro, 
OR 97123____________________________
DEVELOP YOUR ESP through simple 
card reading. Easy method. Amaze your 
friends while you grow. Fun, profitable, 
exciting. $3.00. — Pinnacle, Box 235, Las 
Casas. TN 37085______________________
PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings 
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift 
Set." Ideal for beginners and advanced stu­
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full 
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large 
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $16.50 plus $1.50 
postage-handling.—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
SCIENTIFIC ASTROLOGICAL courses, 
books. Information, $1.00.—Eternal Enter­
prises, Box 60913B, Sacramento, CA 95860

UNUSUAL PHENOMENA publication. 
Science facts/blunders. Letters column. 
Sample, $2.00 - Star Watch, POB 1266, 
Middletown, CT 06457-1266.

180 FATE: Vol. 1, No. 1; raise to 1976; 46 
Search & Mystic; Four Exploring the Un­
known. Best offer.— Dreyer, 12l2Rivera, El 
Cerrito, CA 94530

THE ANCIENT NORSE WISDOM lives 
on—vibrant, alive, relevant! Follow the spir­
itual path of your ancestors, rediscover eter­
nal truths. Send $1.00 for magazine sample, 
information.— AFA, Dept. F, P.O. Box 
1754, Breckenridge, TX 76024___________

PREDICTION, established 50 years, is an 
international, monthly magazine dealing 
with astrology, the occult, the Tarot, graph­
ology, palmistry and dream interpretation. 
The month ahead is forecast in a 16-month 
astrology section, including sun signs. Ask 
for our free issue subscription offer. $16 (sur­
face) or $30 (airmail) for 13 issues instead of 
12. — Prediction, Link House, Dingwall 
Avenue, Croydon. CR9 2TA, England.

GNOSIS MAGAZINE. Journal of western 
inner traditions: intelligent and lively explo­
ration of Judaeo-Christian-Isiamic-Hermetic 
esoteric teachings. Issue #2: “Magic and 
Tradition,” $5.00 postpaid. Subsenptions, 
$15/4 issues.— Gnosis Magazine, Box 
14217-F, San Francisco, CA 94114

READERS OF THE SETH MATERIAL/ 
Jane Roberts books: Reality Change, bi­
monthly magazine with list of worldwide 
networking contacts, discussions of Seth’s 
ideas, personal accounts of change, and news 
of events, including the 4th Seth World Con­
ference, June 1987. $ 18/six issues; sample, 
$5.00.— Austin Seth Center, Box 7786, Aus- 
tin TX 78713-7786. 512/479-8909.

BEYOND AVALON: The Quarterly Review 
of Science/Literature and the Psychic. Vol. 
1, No. 2, April 1986. Joseph Conrad on Writ­
ing: Posthumous Notes From a Master. 
Lucid Dreaming: How to Control Your Des­
tiny Through Dreams. Marion Zimmer Brad­
ley’s “The Mists of Avalon:” The New Seth 
Looks at the Eternal Now. H.G. Wells: Por­
trait of a Genius. Send $1.50 for one issue, 
$5.00 for a year's subscription to: Beyond 
Avalon, 93 Jackson Ave., Bridgeport, CT 
06606

PSYCHIC PRESS NEWSPAPER. For 
copy send SASE to: P.O. Box 1556, Frank­
lin, NC 28734
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KOSMON VOICE, P.O.B. 664, Salt Lake
City, UT 84110-0664, Sample issues, SLOP,

THE WAXING MOON- America’s first 
Pagan-Craft newsletter. Send 22c stamp for 
free sample.— Box 4172-F, Sunland, CA 
91040

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
spiritualist newspaper—world's largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St., London 
WC2H 9LW England

MASONRY AND THINKING & DES­
TINY readers: New series of Percival’s mag­
azine, The Word. Send $1.00 post/handling 
for free sample.—The Word, Box 18235, 
Dallas, TX 75218

FORTEAN TIMES. Acclaimed by research­
ers and readers. Leading journal of strange 
fhenomena. 11th year. Airmailed sample.

3.00. — Fortean Times (F), 96 Mansfield 
Road, London, NW32HX England.

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and organ­
izes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for your 
library for only $6.95 each plus $1.50 each 
postage-handling.— FATE Magazine, 500 
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 60035

“INSTANT MEMORY” New way to re­
member. No memorization, no word associa­
tions, no sleep-learning, no willpower, no 
hypnosis. Release your PHOTOGRAPHIC 
memory instantly. Nothing forgotten! Lib­
erates EXTRAORDINARY knowledge, 
powers, confidence and energy. Discover 
CONTROLLED intuition, ESP, self-mas­
tery. Immediate results! Free Information.

INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED 
THINKING 

845 Via LaPaz 
Dept. F 

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

WANTED: Star people to contact so we can 
become family.—Brenda, P.O. Box 616, 
Olathe, CO 81425 or Robert, P.O. Box 8265, 
Salem, MA 01971

COLLECTOR seeking materials, informa­
tion, etc., on sex and the occult, especially 
initiation and rituals. Correspondence in­
vited.— Peter Kovack, P.O. Box 1282, 
Washington, DC 20013

THANKS! St. Jude. Sandra

EXPLORE THE UNKNOWN through New 
Age knowledge and psychic development. 
August issue, $2.00.— New Age Enlighten­
ment, P.O. Box 548, Liberty, KY 42539

HALLUCINATION MACHINE. Incredi­
ble suppressed invention. Report, $2.00, 
large SASE.— Hamilton, Rt. 3, Box 272, 
Harrisburg, IL 62946

“READ YOUR OWN FUTURE" with 
Cosmic Que Cards. Simple. Fun. Enlighten­
ing insight and guidance. Fascinating astrol­
ogy game. $20.00.— Box 1303-F, West Sac­
ramento, CA 95691

RED DRAGON’S SECRET: A musical 
expose, Box 233, Independence, MO 64051

COM PU-PROBE computerized personality 
assessments questionnaire write: 105 Batche- 
lor St., Granby, MA 01033______________

SMOKY GEMSTONE and precious gem 
catalog free.—GBS, Box F-145, Liverpool, 
TX 77577

A DOCTOR ON CALL WITHIN YOU. 
33-page treatise on faith. $3.00. — Dr. 
Kepler, Box 40571, Reno, NV 89504

PRICE SLASHED! Magazine rack or craft 
tote. Versatile large natural color cotton 
duck tote (11X14x6) to be used with or with­
out wooden frame. Sturdy and lightweight. 
Complete with directions for easy assembly. 
Was $ 19.95, now only $ 14.95, plus $ 1.50 post­
age/handling. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, technology want­
ed! Industry presentation/national exposi­
tion. 1-800-528-6050. X831.
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OCCULT

WISHING DOLL grants one wish. Doll 
works, please use wisely. Absolutely guaran­
teed! $7.00.— HOC, Box 8348, Dept. C-7, 
Albuquerque, NM 87198______________
TIME TO SCRY! Wytch Wyzard scrying 
scrolls. Free details: SASE.— Box 441051, 
Ft. Washington, MD 20745
DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. 
Gain money, love, luck, protection. Influ­
ence others. Write: House of Maya, P.O. 
Box 9831, FT. Worth, TX 76107_________
PROTECTION for yourself and home. 
Handcrafted comhusk dollie approximately 
8 inches, hang near doorway to keep evil out. 
$6.00. -Witchway, Box 3898, Sonora, CA 
95370

REPORT ON RADIONICS, “The science 
which can cure where orthodox medicine 
fail." Hardcover, $12.95. Free information. 
— Parascience, Box 1362-F, Evanston, IL 
60204

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 
30 years’ experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.— Sybil How­
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England

SUCCEED IN THREE WEEKS! Free mini 
lesson!— Frank Tibolt, 2819F Carmel, Glen- 
side, PA 19038________________________
MEDRIENA will peer into the future for 
you using her God-given power. Send three 
auestions, latest photo (returned) and $10.00 

onation.— Medriena. P.O. Box 843, Cora­
opolis, PA 15108
READER/ADVISOR answers quickly! 
$ 1.00/ question, S ASE. T arot reading, $6.00. 
Cassette or telephone consultations, 
$20.00 - Gloria Reiser, Rt. I, Box 224H(F), 
Ashland, IL 62612-9740

HELP PROMISED. Tarot readings, $5.00. 
One year horoscopes, $10.00. Candle magic 
kits for all your needs, $20.00.— Garry 
Lewis, Box 321F, Meredosia, IL 62665 

AFRICA’S ACCLAIMED CLAIRVOY­
ANT. Maureen Murray has forty years ser­
vice solving difficulties. 60/90 min. cassette 
of accurate, incredibly detailed guidance for 
overcoming your specific problems and 
attaining your personal goals successfully. 
$100 airmail.— Box 3700, Pretoria, South 
Africa.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED WITH 
TAROT. $5.00 each.- Natasha Israel, Box 
26563, Phoenix, AZ 85068

SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, 
columnist, radio personality, predicts your 
future, introduces you to spirit guides and 
reads past lives.— Box 74872, Los Angeles, 
CA 90004

PAST LIFE READINGS. Send photo, 
$10.00.— Reincarnation Research Group, 
Box 26563, Phoenix. AZ 85068

FULFILL YOUR GOALS quickly and eas­
ily through study of the subconscious. Send 
for free book that shows how you can apply 
Mind-Energy and make it work for you! 
Write: Rose Dawn, P.O. Box 2710, Dept. 
N-86, San Antonio, TX 78299

INTUITIVE READINGS. Six questions, 
$ 12.00. Three for $7.00.— Virginia, Box 786, 
Marlboro, MA 01752-2212

SIX QUESTIONS ANSWERED by tape. 
$10.00. — William Sherwood, 975 38th 
Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95062

TRANCE READINGS by Claudette on 
cassette tapes for help and guidance by expe­
rienced teacher and counselor. $20.00. Write 
to: Claudette Cantwell, 4253 Ben Boulevard, 
Tallahassee, FL 32303

READINGS BY HEDY FRENCH, 2413 N. 
Hwy. 301, Lot 130, Dade City, FL 33525. 
$10.00. Successfully known.
EXPERIENCED CONSULTANT gives 
one hour taped psychometric reading, 
$30.00. Send non-returnable object, name, 
address to: Don, 1309 Fairfield, El Paso, TX 
79925________________________________
PICTURE CONSULTATIONS. I give accu­
rate enlightened answers and direction to 
help you grow and fulfill your life’s purpose. 
Send picture and $20.00. — Mary L., RR #2, 
Box 267, Perkasie, PA 18944
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PERSONAL
SINGLE’S REGISTRY for metaphysical 
minded. Send SASE to: Psychic Press, P.O. 
Box 1556, Franklin, NC 28734

DISCOVER THE MYSTERIOUS SE­
CRETS. Gain money, love, luck, protection. 
Influence others. Write: House of Maya, 
P.O, Box 9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

HERBS BURN FAT, reduce appetite. 
$12.00-Awareness, Box 2047, Sheffield 
Lake, OH 44054.
NAME ON HEALING LIST and/or coun­
seling, one problem. Send birth data, $5.00 
donation.—Awareness. Box 2047, Sheffield 
Lake, OH 44054

FREE TRUTH about evil spirits. — Ruth, 
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against 
black magic, voodoo, witchcraft and evil 
psychic attacks. Details free.—Mayahouse, 
Box 9831-A, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions, $5.00.—Victoria 
O’Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009

FREE ANSWER TO ONE QUESTION. 
One time offer only. Send to Omar Pancha- 
dasi. Box 9832, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK 
will cast a spell in your favor. For money, for 
love, for luck. Write: Raphiel, Box 470815, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76147

“COSMIC GOOD LUCK." Discover mysti­
cal secrets of winning money, contests, lot­
teries, bingo. Only $1.00.—Mayahouse, Box 
9831-A, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

HOW TO HAVE GOD answer your pray­
ers. This plan is guaranteed to work every 
time. $5.00.—Robert Wagner, Box 5863, 
Chicago, IL 60680

B. HYMAN: Gifted reader. Personal profile 
and future. $25.00.—Box 19-1591, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam­
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading, 
$10.00 cash/m.o.

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel, Liverpool LI53HT England

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.— 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

FREE! 1986 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope. - - 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

“ANDREIK” the witch. Tell me what you 
want. I will cast a spell for you. $13.00.— 
P.O. Box 3O581-C1, Portland, OR 97230

$5.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS! Addi­
tional questions, $ 1.00 each. Send birth date, 
hair color, stamped envelope—Barrett, 3049 
Lydius St., Schenectady, NY 12303

ESP LABORATORY. The new research 
service group can help you. For FREE 
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
75117

PRODUCTS
OCCULT CURIOS, supplies, spells, gem­
stone scarabs. Catalog & colored gemstone 
catalog, $1.00.— House of Xaro, Box 1933, 
New Port Richey, FL 34291
BEWITCHING “TAHITIAN PERFUME! 
Two samples, $1.00.— O’Dells, 306 S. Mar­
ina, Prescott, AZ 86301
JEWELRY FOR ATTUNEMENT. Azur­
ite, Lapis, Amethyst, Quartz crystals and 
more. Trance readings available. Catalog, 
$1.00 refundable. —Mind’s 1, Dept. F6, Box 
446, Kulpsville, PA 19443_______________
QUARTZ CRYSTAL TALISMANS cus­
tom made. Attract what you need/desire. 
Send SASE for details to: D. Miller, Box 
1312, New York, NY 10025

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, UNIQUE BLESSED mother of pearl ankh,
210 West Riverside Drive, Jupiter, FL 33458. $3.00. — J&K, P.O. Box 211, Crestwood,
Five questions, $5.00. КY 40014
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MAYAN MYSTICAL TALISMANS & 
Kmdulums. Free legend and information.— 

oel Merriam, Importer, Box 6491, Tor- 
rance, CA 90504______________________
ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, set in pewter. Pend­
ant is over 5/8* in diameter on an 18* silver- 
plated link chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle ear­
rings are 3/8* in diameter on silver-plated 
drops, $8.95. Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035________________________________
THOUSANDS OF UNIQUE gift ideas! For 
192-page discount catalog send $4.00 to: 
Hardcastle Enterprises, Dept. FAA, P.O. 
Box 2714, Huntington Beach, CA 92647

MOONSTAR catalog of books and sup­
plies, $2.00. - 38422 Lake Shore Blvd. Will­
oughby, OH 44094

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog. Pyramids, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130.

REINCARNATION
PAST LIFETIME. Who were you? Postal 
readings, $12.00.— Dennis Clark, 17 Pine­
vale Crescent, Bournemouth BHI0 6BG 
England

PAST LIFE READING. Send date of birth 
and questions. $30.00,— Rev. June Bower­
master, Box 134, Cassadaga, FL 32706

AKASHIC RECORDS REVEALED! In­
carnations privately documented. Inquire: 
Estreilita, Box 259, Dover, DE 19901

PEPPER NUTS, easy mince meat, hush 
puppies, instant cocoa mix, beer soup, poor 
man's cake, pizza burgers. All for $2.00 and 
SASE- G. Goerl, 615 Mt. Vernon, Osh­
kosh, WI 54901

THE AQUARIAN GOSPEL of Jesus the 
Christ, as transcribed from Akashic records 
by Levi. Special, $7.50.- S. Chatfield, 584 
Pine St., Gladwin, Ml 48624

FREE ST. MARTHA’S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 22c stamp. — Peyton’s, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. -
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216

TODAY’S TRUTH by Revelations. Write: 
C.H., Box 8221, Louisville, KY 40208

GNOSTIC METAPHYSICS: Teachings 
explore religious mysteries of esoteric con­
sciousness. —Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 
1554, Chicago, IL 60690-1554

RUNES—HANDCRAFTED oak or wal­
nut, $22.00.— Gloria Reiser, RR I, Ashland, 
IL 62612-9740

AWAKENED IMAGINATION - Ulti­
mate secrets to physical, mental & spiritual 
health, $4.95. Special $3.00 with ad to: SOS 
Publishing, Box 68290, Oak Grove, OR 
97268.

THE SOCERER’S GUIDE, paperback 
book describing the laws governing psychic 
assassination. $2.95 postpaid. — Gould, 
P.O. Box 398074, Miami Beach, FL 33139 

ИИНИННННВНННВ
COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS — Ernest 
Longest's incredible experience of being 
taken beyond creation into All-Knowing 
Mind. Free catalog.— Longest, 132 Brad­
dock Road, Hampton, VA 23661

CLINICAL DEPOSSESSION. Side A: 
Lecture on the contemporary application of 
an old concept. Side B: Actual clinical ses­
sions culminating in the release of attached 
discamate entities. $12.00.— CHRF, Box 
2417, Newport Beach, CA 92663
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TAPES
CHANGE YOUR LIFE—Let go of fear 
using “Claiming Your Birthright:” guided 
relaxation/meditation tape for your per­
sonal growth with subliminal musical second 
side. Write for info or send $10 & $1.25 
postage to: Rhoda Zagorsky, 397 Winthrop 
St., Medford, MA 02155
PAST LIFE THERAPY. Side A: Descrip­
tion and explanation of the process, includ­
ing case histories. Side B: Guided regression 
you can use for any item. $12.00.— CHRF, 
Box 2417, Newport Beach, CA 92663

SPIRITUAL WEIGHT LOSS. Cassette 
tape, $10.00— Rev. June Bowermaster, Box 
134, Cassadaga, FL 32706

UNIQUE GENTLE HEALING MUSIC 
from England to relax, inspire and uplift 
you. Free catalog. — New World Produc­
tions, Dept. FATE, 179 Water, Torrington, 
CT 06790

ИВНВВМИННВВ
UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider 
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho­
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur 
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu­
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card 
features a symbolic picture that aids read­
ings. Cards measure 2% x 4% and bear Eng­
lish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44- 
page instruction booklet, $9.50 plus $1.00 
postage handling. —Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

TAROT DECKS, Tarot books, carto­
mancy, divination, occult books, playing 
cards, etc. 48-page full color catalog featur­
ing world's largest selection. Send $2.00. — 
The Best of Cards Catalog, Department FM, 
38 East 32nd St., New York, NY 10016

THE 25 WORDS in this ad would cost 
$30.00 per insertion (12 time rate). For 
details write: Adv. Dept. FATE Magazine, 
500 Hyacinth Pl., Highland Park, IL 60035

TREASURE FINDING

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Cassettes. Free 
list. — Research Products, Box 270270- 
AZC, Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS
QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially 
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en­
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch. 
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones 
like these in streambeds, believed them 
sacred and magical. Can they heal, bring 
luck, prophetic visions? Three quartz crystal 
baubles of varied sizes, about 5/4* to 1*, in 
carry-around bag of black velvet, with scroll 
relating their legend, $9.50, plus postage/ 
handling: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign - Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

WINDOW TO THE SOUL: Individually 
silkscreened, framed mandala of your soul 
colors with interpretation by psychic artist. 
$55.00. Send money order, photo (returned), 
birth date, signature to: The Drawing Point, 
P.O. Box 796, Marion, MA 02738

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Seren­
ity Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone 
between finger and thumb to induce medita­
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in 
the tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces 
relaxation, opens the mind's inner doors. 
Only $4.00 each postpaid. —Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

VOODOO
UNUSUAL BUT EFFECTIVE, handcraft­
ed wooden cofTin, approx. 9 inches, includ­
ing New Orleans hex doll and coffin ritual. 
Rid yourself of trouble! $20.00. — Witch­
way, Box 3898, Sonora, CA 95370

VIDEO CASSETTES
AMAZING BREAKTHROUGH! New 
video cassette develops your psychic aware­
ness! Inexpensive purchase, rental. Free 
information.— Institute of Diskinetics, Box 
52191-B, Tulsa, OK 74152______________

TWO MINDBENDING WORKSHOPS by 
established seer William Oribello. Tape One: 
“Channeled Messages from Shambella, Ash­
tar, St. Germain.” Tape Two: Psychic Self 
Defense Techniques. Approximately 2 hours 
each. VHS only. $35.00 per tape.— Inner 
Light, Box 753, Dept. FT, New Brunswick, 
NJ 08903
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EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in 
your world with “I Ching Cards" — a new 
visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys­
tem of divination and revelation. Complete 
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yin and 
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction, 
$9.50. plus $1.00 postage/handling — Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, II. 60035

INCENSE, RITUALS, crystals, Tarot, 
books, oils. Complete metaphysical sup­
plies. $2.00 catalog refundable with order.— 
Coven Gardens, Box I064F, Boulder, CO 
80306

FEMINIST WICCE since 1974. Catalog, 
$2.50. -21050 В Waveview, Topanga, CA 
90290

APACHE TEARS, witches stone, assorted 
sizes. Information, send SASE. — P. Brown, 
1953 N. Decatur, Ste. 386, Las Vegas, NV 
89108

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 126 pages! 
Over 6000 books, jewelry, herbs, oils, tapes, 
religious goods, metaphysical supplies. — 
International, 8050-F Webb, North Holly- 
wood, CA 91605

WITCHCRAFT — HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world's fore­
most witches, teach you how. — Box 1502- 
FC, New Bem, NC 28560

AUTHENTIC WITCHCRAFT! Your com­
plete occult needs center: Books, courses, 
supplies, services. $6.00 for catalog. — Mys­
tique Books, P.O. Box 131, WI Rapids, WI 
54494

POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK 
will cast a spell in your favor. For money, for 
love, for luck. Write: Raphiel, Box 470815. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76147

LARGEST SELECTION spiritual, occult 
supplies. Candles, lottery, perfumes, etc. 
Catalog Free —Wizard Supply, 1908 Bev- 
erly Blvd., #104-F, Los Angeles, CA 90057

WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL: 6 Books, 
$12.00. Complete course, $35.00. 2 maga­
zines, $3.00.—Martello, 153 West 80, New 
York, NY 10024

WICCA SEMINARY. Largest occult school 
of its kind. Five complete home study 
courses. Witchcraft, Sorcery, Egyptian Mag­
ick, Herbology, Fortune Telling. Free in­
formation. —Box 1366, Nashua, NH 0Э061

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 116) 

Too keyed up to sleep by the adventure 
of leaving home for the first time, I lay 
propped up on pillows in my lower 
berth with the lights out and the shades 
up, watching what little there was to see 
in the nighttime landscape.

As we began the long haul across the 
Mojave Desert, 1 could see for miles 
across the flat, mostly uninhabited and 
unlighted land toward a distant range 
of mountains to the northeast where a 
tremendous lightning display was tak­
ing place. A jagged streak would de­
scend and at the point where it seemed 
to strike the mountains (beyond which 
lay Death Valley), it would bounce off 
at a sharp angle and form a huge glow­
ing ball. The ball would, dissolve but 
immediately another bolt would hit the 
ground and another ball would fly off. 
These pyrotechnics went on for perhaps 
an hour or more. I don’t remember 
being particularly surprised by the 
lightning effects although I have never 
seen anything like it before or since.

Now I wonder: Was it some kind of 
optical effect? Was the lightning hitting 
a power line and causing transformers 
to explode? Or was something drawing 
energy from the electrical storm and 
making itself visible in a kind of rhyth­
mic, playful dance? The lightning 
flashed rapidly but the bouncing balls 
were leisurely, almost in slow motion, 
and seemed to hover a few hundred feet 
above the mountains before they disap­
peared. — Janet Newton Batchler, 
Denver, Colo.
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WAS THE “DEVIL” A FOX?
Just after reading Gordon Stein’s 

“The Devil’s Footprints” (August 1985 
Fate), I watched The Living Planet on 
television and was surprised to see on 
the screen a fox nimbly leaping onto a 
roof and strolling across it while narra­
tor David Attenborough was saying 
that foxes walk across suburban roof­
tops and sunbathe on roofs too. It was 
the first time I had seen a fox on a 
rooftop although I know they climb 
trees.

Living in the country, I see foxes 
make early morning calls at back doors 
checking for snacks, either from gar­
bage cans or put out for them by 
friendly humans — which would ex­
plain tracks to house doors. The fact 
that their footprints appear in single file 
also ties in with the “devil’s” prints.

Foxes can get through extremely 
small spaces and have been known to 
cover vast distances easily and at speed. 
They've been likened to cats because 
they can leap high walls. They also ford 
rivers with ease, putting hounds off the 
scent. The fox is one of the few wild 
animals that will scavenge in human- 
occupied buildings. The animal is very 
silent and moves like a ghost in the 
night.

Wild animals are cagy— until some­
thing like a bit of snow gives them away. 
In the superstitious times of which Stein 
writes, I’ll wager the clergy played on 
people's imaginations in identifying 
“the devil’s footprints.” Stolid country­
folk wouldn’t be taken in these days! 
—J. M. Hollier. Shepton Mallet. Somer­
set. England. 

tian Mystery") in the August 1985 issue 
of FATE omitted more than it told.

The original work on the NASA pho­
tos number 35A72 and 70A13 has been 
done by Vincent DiPietro and Gregory 
Molenaar, two computer imaging 
scientists, who have spent thousands of 
hours and thousands of their own dol­
lars over the past five years. Their work 
is summed up in a well illustrated report 
available from Mars Research, P. O. 
Box 284, Glen Arm, Md. 20679, for 
$9.00 postpaid. It is their view that the 
“face” is a construct, a manufactured 
object, not something sculptured by 
wind erosion.

The nattering negativists of NASA 
have not bothered to replicate the 
DePietro-Molenaar study. So far only 
the Mars Investigation Group’s 30 
scientists (mentioned in the filler) have 
been sufficiently enterprising — and 
unorthodox — to run an independent 
check of the DiPietro-Molenaar work.

I don’t know if DiPietro and Molen­
aar are right about the “face” but I do 
know the question of its origin can’t be 
settled by armchair theorists making 
fun of it on TV talk shows. The only 
way to find out is to go there and look. 
The only problem is that the Soviets 
may get to Mars first. The 75th anniver­
sary of their revolution comes in 1992 
and what better way to celebrate it than 
by a space spectacular which would 
make Mars the Red Planet in fact as 
well as name? — George Earley. 
Bloomfield, Conn.

ONGOING SEARCHES
1 am seeking information on Men in 

Black (MIB) and instances of apparent 
government harassment of UFO wit­
nesses and researchers and persons in-

MARS “FACE” —PART II
The Mars “face” filler (titled “Mar­
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volved in other paranormal events (cat­
tle mutilations, Bigfoot sightings, etc.). 
This information is needed for a schol­
arly exploration of the M1B phenom­
enon to be published in book form. — 
Ray Boeche, P. O. Box 94627, Lincoln, 
Nebr. 08509.

• • •
Skeptics who debunk hypnotic age 

regression usually say the subjects have 
seen something in this life that is similar 
to what they describe under hypnosis.

Suppose a person who was bom 
blind were regressed to a previous life­
time. I see no way that anyone who had 
never seen anything in this life could 
describe any of the countless things that 
make up our world. A blind person 
recalling a past life as a sighted man or 
woman would add much to our knowl­
edge of reincarnation. — James C. 
Shelton, Nashville, Tenn.

• • •
There must be a medical person who 

is also a hypnotist who can help me with 
my problem.

My approach to psychic research 
employs deep-level hypnosis but 1 am 
one of the 78 percent of adults who 
cannot achieve the deep level by sugges­
tion. I would like to get someone to do a 
deep induction with the use of a sleep 
drug or anesthesia. — Jim Mondier, 
2461 Huron Dr., San Jose, Calif. 95122.

• • •
1 am an experienced genealogist 

looking for a trance medium who has a 
spirit guide to undertake some unique 
experiments in advanced genealogical 
research. Contact with a spiritual guide 
will confirm facts already known to me 
before we proceed into the unknown. 
—Charles W. Rockett, 916 Daisy Ave., 
Carlsbad, Calif. 92008.

SUBCONSCIOUS MIND? 
SPIRIT CONTACT?

What spells messages oa the

MYSTIC OUIJA® BOARD?

ONLY $19.95

VENTURE
P.O.B. 249,

Hua $2.50 each pottage-handling ($5.00 each 
on foreign orden). ORDER NOW!



WHAT HAS FATE Ш STORE
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown ... truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Mary Fuller’s report on stories 
planned for future issues:

°° In what may be a major parapsy­
chological breakthrough neuro­
scientists think they may have dis­
covered the portion of the brain that 
controls psychic experiences.

oo “If ESP works,” skeptics ask, 
“why hasn’t somebody used it to win 
at the races?” In fact, ESP has been 
used for precisely that purpose. D. 
Scott Rogo tells how persons have 
made money the paranormal way.

00 What happened to Villa Faustini? 
Despite repeated searches this van­
ished Roman settlement has eluded 
detection — a puzzling archaeolog­
ical mystery.

00 To Chinese parapsychologists 
the world of the paranormal encom­
passes far more than “mere” telep­
athy and precognition. It also in­
volves good and evil spirits, super­
natural healing entities and magical 
techniques.

MAIY MARQAirT FUUIB
Each month FATE publishes more than 

40.000 words of true articles on the strange, 
the unusual, the unknown. You can read such 
stories only in FATE because FATE is the 
only magazine of its kind in the world!

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE — 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

I CLARK PUBLISHING CO.
I 170 Future Way, Dept. D0025
’ Marion, OH 43302
I n™-------------------------------------------------- 1

I Address ' ____________________ __ J
I <*----------------------------------------------------- I

I Slate______________ .Zip_____________  I

I I wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow- ■ 
I ing special price (check square):
I □ >4 Issum, $10.05 □ 12 Issues, $11.05 I
• (Foreign subscriptions: add $4.00 postage I 
I Canadian subscriptions: add $3.00 postage) | 
I Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order , 
I for $_________________ _____________  I
I Begin my subscription with______ issue. I
I □ Check if this renews a previous subscription J 
I Your lk»1 copy will arrive In 5 to 8 weeks. |
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IN A PAST LIFE ...
Who Were You?

Does the past come through at times? 
Do you experience a slight personality 
change—somewhat unlike yourself, 
more like another? Down through the 
ages there has persisted the belief that 
there is more to life than a single mortal 
existence.

If the personality survives death, 
there is then the strong possibility of re­
birth. Whence come exceptional tal­
ents? Are they an inheritance from 
another life? These are questions and 
matters not to be discarded as fantasy. 
They are challenging questions that the 
intelligent, open-minded individual has 
expressed for centuries. What truth, 
what facts lie behind the age-old belief 
in reincarnation?

The Rosicrucians, traditionally one of 
the world’s oldest fraternities, have for 
centuries looked behind the veil of mys-

SCRIBE EOX

The Rosicrucians
(AMORC)

SAN JOSE. CALIFORNIA 95191, U.S.A. 

tery that shrouds this subject. In a sim­
ple, rational way they have stripped 
from reincarnation much of its fantasy 
and laid bare its strong probabilities. 
This personal inner revelation can dis­
close what your mission in life really 
should be.

This free book ...
Unveils Mysteries
The Mastery of Life tells you who the 

Rosicrucians are—not a religion —and reveals the 
knowledge they have cherished down through the 
centuries. This book explains foryou how they can 
convert the so-called mysteries into understanda­
ble useful natural phenomena. With such knowl­
edge you can attain a fuller, more satisfying per­
sonal life. Use the coupon below to obtain your free 
copy.

(----------- USE THIS GIFT COUPON------------ t
1 Scribe EOX
! ROSICRUCIAN ORDER. AMORC
] Rosicrucian Park
■ San Jose. California 95191. U.S.A.
; Please send me a FREE copy of The Mastery of ! 
• Life.

J Address_________________________  }
! ______________Zip Code______________ i




