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CATHERINE PONDER’S 

Best-selling book 

“THE DYNAMIC LAWS OF PROSPERITY” 

Has just been updated and expanded!

This book describes the increased peace, health and 
plenty experienced by those who attended a prosperity 
class taught during a recession.

CONTENTS:
Part I:
BASIC PROSPERITY LAWS 
THAT CAN BRING RICHES 
TO YOU
Introduction:
THERE'S GOLD DUST IN 
THE AIR FOR YOU!
Chapters include:
THE SHOCKING TRUTH 
ABOUT PROSPERITY, THE 
BASIC, VACUUM, CREATIVE, 
IMAGING, COMMAND, 
WORK, INCREASE and 
ANCIENT LAWS OF 
PROSPERITY. PROSPEROUS 
ATTITUDES TOWARD 
MONEY.

Part II:
OTHER PROSPERITY LAWS 
THAT CAN BRING RICHES 
TO YOU
Introduction: 
MORE GOLD DUST
FOR YOU!
Chapters include:
THE LOVE, PRAYER, SELF­
CONFIDENCE, CHARM and 
PERSISTENCE LAWS OF 
PROSPERITY. YOUR 
SPECIAL and GENIUS 
POWERS, FINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE, IN­
DEBTEDNESS, HEALTH and 
PROSPEROUS THINKING 
all discussed.
Conclusion:
WHEN THE GOLD DUST 
SETTLES . . .

Among those who attended were a businessman 
who helped pray this book into being, a stockbroker 
who named it, and a public relations executive who 
got it published. Secretaries, editors, and others who 
worked on it were prospered before it was ever 
nublished! Thousands of readers worldwide have since 
■ .ported similar results.

THE DYNAMIC LAWS OF PROSPERITY has 
been ranked with the writings of Napoleon Hill, 
Clement Stone, Norman Peale, and other well-known 
authors as among the success classics of this century. 
As you study it, you will see why.

I Send orders to: UNITY WORLDWIDE, 
Box 1709, Palm Desert, CA 92261

I I enclose $______________tor which please send
[ ________________copies of "the Dynamic Laws of
I Prosperity,” each $8.95 plus $1.00 postage- 
I handling.

Address

City

j State - Zip
I Book dealers and Churches, order from publisher: OeVORSS
I & CO., Box 550, Marina del Rey, CA 90294. Telephone 
I (213) 870-7478.



NOW... AFTER 40 YEARS...
HAND CRAFTED CRYSTAL BALLS!

For scrying, for beauty, for collectors
Before World War II a limited number 
of man-made crystal balls were available 
in this country from Austria and Czecho­
slovakia. During and after the war the 
supply came to an end. Over the many 
intervening years we sought new sources 
of genuine nand-crafted crystal balls, but 
the specimens we obtained had too 
numerous flaws.
Now, however, we are able to offer a

limited supply of imposing 4-incb genuine 
crystal balls! They are georgeous, near­
perfect, man-maae spheres — the next 
best thing to quartz crystal available 
today. While an actual quartz ball would 
cost around $20,000, we can offer these 
for only $49.95, plus $4.00 handling and 
shipping U.S.A.; $5.00 foreign. And they 
come complete with unique, interlinked 
cobra stands of carved wood!

ORDER NOW!
Only $49.95 

Plus 64.00
Handling-Shipping 

Complete with 
Carved Wood

Stand

[ VENTURE BOOKSHOP

I P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
I Please send me rhe 4-inch Hand-crafted Crystal Ball. I enclose
I □ check □ money order for $49.95, plus $4.00 handl- 
I ing and shipping U.S.A.; $5.00 foreign.
I Name ______________________________________
I
I Address _____________________________________
' City, State, Zip _______________________________
I I understand this 4-inch ball is not acrylic or plastic and is not 
I quartz (which would cost at least $20,000), but is hand-crafted 
I of materials containing 32% lead crystal.
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HYPNOSIS - 1986!
The BRAIN WA VE SYNCHRONIZER

WE ARE CELEBRATING THE NEW MODELS AND THE START OF 
ANOTHER QUARTER CENTURY WITH A GIFT TO OUR CUSTOMERS.
With the Technician Model you will receive — at no extra cost — our Self Hypnosis 

training course in a 4-hour cassette album valued at $55.
With the Professional Model you will receive — at no extra cost — the Self 

Hypnosis course PLUS our GSR Biofeedback Monitor. Total value of both is $105.
THIS OFFER WILL BE HONORED FOR ORDERS RECEIVED 

OR POST MARKED NO LATER THAN APRIL 30, 1986
The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic instrument that tunes to the 
natural frequency of the brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the subject’s 
own frequency, г ®onse to hypnotic induction is rapid, easy and effective. It has 
achieved deep hypnosis in subjects thought to be non-hypnotizable. It will shorten 
induction time to seconds. It will make self hypnosis easy. There are no attachments to 
the subject.

With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment with order. 
Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes To Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, Puerto Rico: 
Technician Model $16; Professional Model $25. Illinois residents please include 74 sales tax.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 046 

9631 Grosa Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 
Telephone: 312-676-9151
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Some make their dreams come 
true. Others never do. Have you 
ever wondered why? The answer 
lies in the word "make'' Those 
who turn dreams into realities 
make it happen.

The true dreamer uses dreams 
as inspired guidance. He or she 
makes a start. Then strange things 
happen. Doors open, knowledge 
comes, help arrives from 
unexpected sources.

But how do you start? How do 
you make natural Laws work for 
you instead of against you? It isn't 
the kind of knowledge you 

acquire in public schools. But it 
was taught in the ancient Mystery 
Schools, and it's taught today at 
Astara in a series of home study 
lessons called Astara's Book of 
Life.

Send for free booklet
Astara helps you understand 

the mysteries of life, helps you 
make your life the fruitful, joyous 
experience you want it to be.

Make your dreams come true. 
Take action today. Send for your 
free explanatory booklet, 
"Finding Your Place in the 
Golden Age''

CHURCH OF ALL REUGIONS • SCHOOL OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES 
FRATERNITY OF ALL PHILOSOPHIES • INSTITUTE OF PSYCHIC RESEARCH

Eartyne and Robert ChaneyASTARA Name-------------------------
P.O. Box 5003
Upland, СА 917S5 Address________________________

Kindly mail me free booklet 
‘Finding Your Race 
in the Golden Age*

City____________________________t

State______________ Zip_________
Astara — Helping Seekers Since 1951

FXAZa

(NON-PROFIT) 
©
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
It is essential to our spiritual growth to 
become scientists who are skeptical of 
what has been taught... but the notions 
of science become cultural idols, and it 
is necessary that we become skeptical of 
these as well.

— M. Scott Peck, M.D. 
The Road Less Traveled

Whoever is eager to find the secret 
kingdom will never fail in his quest.

— Vernon Howard
The Power of Your Supermind

IT IS common wisdom, which means 
it is not necessarily true, that new 
social ideas and movements in the Unit­

ed States start in the San Francisco area 
and gradually work their way eastward 
where they either are accepted or die. It 
is estimated that this process may take 
as long as 10 years, so, depending on 
where you live, the West Coast may be 
as much as 10 years ahead of you in 
social thinking.

One of the main fountainheads of 
“new thought" over the past 20 years 
has been the Esalen Institute in Big Sur, 
Calif. Another has been the Association 
for Humanistic Psychology whose di­
rections have been strangely changed 
and twisted since it was founded years 

ago by Abraham Maslow and his 
colleagues.

We belonged to the AHP for a num­
ber of years and followed the activities 
at Esalen although we never knew much 
about the relationship, if any, between 
the two organizations or the details of 
their development and the twists and 
turns of their social ideas. We were 
primarily concerned with A HP’s inter­
est in the psychic. This, for the most 
part, has vanished with the death of 
Anthony Sutich.

Last December 10, in an excellent 
article in the New York Times, Daniel 
Goleman discussed Esalen’s influences. 
Today Esalen is 23 years old. “The 
youthful rebelliousness of the old 
Esalen has given way to an inevitable 
graying and maturation," Goleman 
writes. “It was at Esalen that many psy­
chological and social trends crystallized 
or gained momentum, including the 
fascination with physical fitness and the 
psychological side of sports perform­
ance; encounter groups; rolfing and 
other body therapies; medical consum­
erism and stress management; and, 
most particularly, the search for self­
actualization that was the rallying cry 
of humanistic psychology.”
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FATE
TIMES THEY DO CHANGE WE FOLLOWED these move­

ments because of the pervasive 
fear of all editors that the world was 
passing us by and that the only way we 
could keep up with the interests of our 
readers was to keep in close touch with 
what was going on.

Of course, we lost touch, as did so 
many other people. Indeed, how could 
we possibly have kept up when Esalen 
and AHP kept changing? As Goleman 
says, much of what Esalen once offered 
as novel has become commonplace, has 
been absorbed into the mainstream of 
our society or has fallen by the wayside. 
We are amused to note his epitaph for 
the encounter-group movement; it is 
“moribund,” he writes. Should we then 
be consoled because we never really 
participated?

Probably not. We are people with 
Midwestern, middle-class values asking 
ourselves how we might have been dif­
ferent if we had participated in the 
“human potential movement” that 
flourished 10 or 20 years ago. Did many 
of these new ideas change society or was 
Esalen, as Goleman suggests, “a Val­
halla for frivolous self-absorption . . . 
with a tendency toward narcissistic self­
indulgence”?

World-famous scholars went to 
Esalen and they still go today. One of 
these modem scholars is Dr. Fritjof 
Capra, occasionally referred to in these 
pages, who believes we are at the begin­
nings of (in the midst of?) a shift to a 
new world view which “will be of com­
parable magnitude to the shift from the 
Middle Ages to the Reformation.”

Capra says, “Its early signs are just 
beginning to emerge: Green politics in 
Europe, the adoption of general sys-

—
VOLUME XIV

ANNOUNCING:
The final volume of

The Collected 
Writings of

H.P. Blavatsky

A library edition. 
With a rare photo­
graph of Blavatsky 
on the dust-jacket. 

In large octavo 
(6X9) 

818 pages 
19 photographs 

Established price: 
$16.50

Your FATE price: 
$12.35



VOLUME XIV
We offer you the treasured letters, articles, and miscellaneous writings of 
H.P.B., “the greatest occultist In the history of Western civilization and a 
direct agent of the Trana-Hlmalayan Brotherhood of Adepts”—in particular 
the Mahatmas Koot Hooml and Morya. The writings constitute one of the most 
astounding products of the creative mind. Considering their prophetic nature 
and spiritual depth they must bo classed as being among the inexplicable
phenomena of the age. Over the course 
of man’s history few people have 
demonstrated the broad scope of in­
timate knowledge of occultism than has 
H.P.B. She wrote the universally ac­
claimed Secret Doctrine and Isis Unveil­
ed, both In print continuously since the 
last century. With the publication of 
Volume XIV, except for scattered 
miscellaneous pieces, the vast library of 
her writings Is now complete.
This landmark work includes her com­
ments on The Kabbalah; The "Relnca;- 
notion" of Buddha; Astrology and 
Astrolatry; "Madame Blavatsky’s 
Mystical History"; The Seven Principles 
of Man; The Origin of the Mysteries; 
Eastern and Western Occultism; Sym­
bolism of Sun and Stars; The Mystery of 
Buddha; The Secrecy of Initiates; The 
Dangers of Practical Magic; The Soul < 
Hermetic and Kabbalistic Doctrine 
Phenomena. And much more! 818 pages

I the Stars; Cycles and Avataras; 
i; NlrvanMoksha; Medlumistlc 
>f exciting and Informative reading!

To QUEST BOOKS, Dept. F, 306 West Geneva Road, Wheaton, IL 60189:
Please send me my copy of COLLECTED WRITINGS, VOL XIV

I have enclosed $12.35 plus $1.25 postage. Charge to my □ VISA □ MASTERCARD
No_____________________________________ Exp. date___________

Name_______________________________ Address_______________________________
City______________________________________ State__________ Zip______________
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terns theory and cybernetics in many 
fields, the ecology movement.”

Dr. Walter Truett Anderson, a polit­
ical scientist who wrote The Upstart 
Spring, a special history of Esalen, 
doubts this. “It’s a fallacy to think that 
what you stand for is necessarily what 
will come to predominate in the future,” 
he says. These are wise words. And 
Michael Marrien, a social scientist writ­
ing in the Journal of Humanistic Psy­
chology, says that those who believe 
America is on the verge of a great social 
transformation are victims of a “sand­
box syndrome, deluding themselves by 
exaggerating their own importance.”

Still, Esalen’s problem is one we all 
face — one even such a narrowly fo­
cused movement as represented by 
Fate faces: Granted that American 
society has accepted much or most of 
what we have had to offer, what is our 
mission now?

00

RAY HYMAN AND DEJA VU

FATE’S VIEWPOINT, in case 
you’ve forgotten, is a simple one. 
We don4 understand the world we live 

in. That world does not behave in the 
way conventional science describes it as 
behaving. So we study the anomalies 
trying to figure out what really is going 
on. From this we should eventually 
have quite a different picture of the 
physical world from the one we have 
today. We believe the social implica­
tions of this new world, if we can ever 
define it, will be complex and revolu­
tionary, although we have no idea what 
they will be. Nevertheless, if our world 
view is changed, our attitudes toward 
life and the world around us are bound 
to change also.

I ran across a little item the other day 
in a question-and-answer column in the 
New York Times. The item illustrates in 
microcosm the kind of thing I am talk­
ing about.

The question was: Is there a scientific 
explanation for the deja vu phenom­
enon?

Deja vu is the feeling of having pre­
viously experienced an event or situa­
tion which in reality you are meeting for 
the first time.

The Q&A editor of the Times drew 
on the opinion of Ray Hyman, a Uni­
versity of Oregon psychology professor 
and paranormal critic whom we respect.

In this case, however, Hyman merely 
uses a lot of words — call them gobble­
dygook — as a substitute for what no 
one understands, even though he admits 
that no scientific basis for the deja vu 
phenomenon has been substantiated.

00
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

DEJA VU has been called a confu­
sion in memory. According to 
Hyman, “a common psychological ex­

planation is known as redintegration, in 
which the memory of an event or place 
resurfaces upon the appearance of part 
of the stimulas that formerly aroused 
the memory.”

Another possible explanation is the 
independent operation of memory 
components. The Times explains: “The 
familiarity component of the memory 
can be activated independently of the 
content component, or vice versa. In 
such cases a person finds a situation 
familiar but has no knowledge of its 
content; or a person remembers a situa­
tion but does not know why it is famil­
iar.” Hyman does add one potentially



NO HOGWASH! Our motto Is: RESULTS!

People just like YOU are finding new handles on life and getting 
happily ahead by applying the universal principles brought in such 
easy to use form by Al & Rachel Manning through E.S.P. LAB of 
TEXAS.

Our Super Self-Help Programs feature the Magickal 
Ministry of Rev. AL G. MANNING, D.D.

In combination with the Marvelous Mediumship of 
Rachel L. Manning

Al’s 14 books are available plus a new one co-authored with 
Rachel, “PUCK ’EM ALL (We’ve Got the Magick).” Correspon­
dence courses and self-help tapes, plus magickal supplies and 
personal services round out a complete program of upliftment and 
positive progress for YOU. We use a novel approach—it WORKS 
because it’s FUN! Our monthly newsletter will inspire you while 
keeping you up to date with the latest developments in the psychic 
world and our own research programs.

Don’t wait another day to get your share of the good. Write for 
your FREE introductory material. Use the convenient coupon below 
or any scrap of paper, but DO IT NOW!

To. E.S.P. LAB OF TEXAS 
Box 216, 219 Southridge Dr. 
Edgewood, TX 75117

Please rush my free introductory material to:

Street Address.........................................................................................................................

City. State......................Zip..................................
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ALL in ONE book — 
13 Occult Powers for 

getting what you want!
Here they are—gathered into a single 
book for the first time—13 remarkable
treasures of occult and mystic know­
how for getting what you want out of 
life . . . quickly and easily.

THE PARKER 
LIFETIME 

TREASURY of 
MYSTIC 

and OCCULT 
POWERS

Compiled and edited by 
Theodor Lawrence

The 13 wonder-working powers revealed in this 
unique collection are gleaned from popular self­
help books issued by the Parker Publishing 
Company and represent advanced techniques 
developed by such outstanding authors as Frank 
Rudolph Young, Raymond Buckland, Hereward 
Carrington, Norvell and Al G. Manning. Transform 
need and want into prosperity and plenty by 
putting these 13 powers to work for you:

Mental Power Psychic Power

The Power of Luck Miracle Power

Healing Power The Power of Command

Magic Power Occult Power

Astral Power The Power of Love

Money Power Achievement Power

The Power of Self-Protection
These occult powers can accomplish anything 

and everything for you, according to the authors. 
Just make a wish, express a desire, feel a need.

Start now and use these 13 mystic and para­
normal powers to obtain the money you need, the 
luck you want, the love you desire, the health you 
seek. Send your order today!

Originally published at $14.95 
Special Venture price $10.95 

Plus $1.00 postage-handling 
VENTURE BOOKSHOP 

P.O.B. 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

useful item: deja vu is especially com­
mon among persons suffering from epi­
lepsy and brain damage.

We are inclined to accept some sim­
ilar sort of explanation but we differ 
from the Ray Hymans of this world by 
believing that the door must never be 
closed on an alternate (psychic?) expla­
nation for deja vu.

Here is an example of how a different 
solution for psychic claims could 
change our entire world view. Suppose 
deja vu is not just a disturbance of 
memory. Suppose instead it is a sudden 
and rare breakthrough of a genuine 
memory of a previous existence. Sup­
pose you were there before. Suppose 
you did have the experience before. In 
what parallel existence did all this take 
place? With which facet of your multi­
ple personality did you encounter the 
event? When did it all originally occur? 
Or was it original? In what cycle of your 
life did you repeat it? On what plane of 
your existence — past, present or 
future?

You see, things can become mighty 
confusing if you begin to doubt 
Hyman’s explanation. It’s so much 
nicer to keep them simple.

00
RECOVERING THE PAST

AFTER ALL, science is transcend­
ing time every day. University of 
California scientists have recovered 

genes from an extinct animal — the 
quagga —which was half zebra and half 
horse —and have cloned them. They 
now hope to recover genes from giant 
ground sloths, saber-toothed cats and 
other vanished creatures.

The quagga disappeared from this 
earth a century ago after roaming the



I SEE BY THE PAPERS 13
grasslands of South Africa for ages. Its 
front half was striped like a zebra and 
its rear half was built and colored like a 
horse.

The scientists explain that they have 
no “realistic” hope of being able to 
recreate living replicas of extinct ani­
mals but that the work opens up the 
possibility of comparing their genetic 
differences. One question they do ex­
pect to answer is whether the quagga 
was a zebra or a horse.

Genetic science of this nature is in its 
infancy. After all, the genetic code was 
diagrammed only a couple of decades 
ago. It would be folly to believe that 
today is an end to discoveries.

00
RECONSIDER THE LLAMA

ALONG ABOUT four or five mil­
lion years ago some strange- 

looking animals which had originated 
in what is now South America gradu­
ally migrated north and west across the 
land bridge to Asia. They were camelids 
— ancestors of the modern Asiatic 
camels that developed into today's one­
humped dromedary camel of Arabia 
and the two-humped Bactrian camel of 
northeastern Asia. They also were the 
ancestors of the South American al­
paca, llama, vicuna and guanaco.

Today’s Asiatic camels have been 
called “creatures designed by a commit­
tee” and they are quite unlike their 
smaller, graceful South American cous­
ins. Both, however, are pack animals 
able to function under extremely diffi­
cult and adverse conditions. And it is as 
pack animals that a strange transition is 
taking place among the domestic lla­
mas. For nearly 6000 years, according 
to the November-December 1985 issue 

YOUR SHARE OF THE 
COSMIC COMPUTER

What we might think of as a Cosmic Computer 
directs the Creative Force of the Universe, serving 
Nature and all its inhabitants. Man’s thought/feeling 
taps into this Cosmic Computer to create the pro­
gram for his individual life. But unconsciously he 
creates a program of which he is not consciously 
aware and thus does not understand the events that 
befall him. The Science of Mentalphysics brings un­
derstanding of the factors operating in your life and 
teaches a simple method for gaining control of the 
Cosmic Creative Force to make you a master of your 
destiny. Write for free information today to: 
Mentalphysics, PO Box 640, Yucca Valley, CA 
92284. A non-profit organization founded 1927.

Mentalphysics, Dept. 046 
PO Box 640, Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
Send information on Mentalphysics! ) Retreats! 1
Name__________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City State------------Zip-------------------

GIVE A LIFT TO 
YOUR LIFE with 
methods that refresh 
your body, mind, 
and spirit in the 
peace and beauty of 
the Mentalphysics 
Retreat Recharge 
your body with 
scientific breathing. 
Learn about medita­
tion, chanting, and 
other revitalizing 
practices that open 
up the channel to 
the Higher Self.
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of Americas, hundreds of thousands of 
llamas were used to transport goods in 
the Andes Mountains. During colonial 
times as many as 350,000 were used just 
to transport metals from remote mines.

But today the use of llamas as pack 
animals in South America is declining 
rapidly. They are being replaced by 
trucks and a cash economy. In the Unit­
ed States, however, the use of llamas as 
pack animals is booming, believe it or 
not.

Bill London, writing in Americas, 
says that show-quality female llamas 
are worth up to $50,000 and mine-run 
pack llamas are selling for upwards of 
$1000. London evidently has a great 
love for llamas and offers many reasons 
for their rapidly growing popularity.

Llamas are hardy, gentle, patient, 
strong and able to thrive under difficult 
conditions. London also says that “they 

are alert, attractive and intelligent.” 
They eat less than horses and. their size 
is not intimidating. They do not spook 
at unexpected disturbances as horses 
do; their padded feet cause little dam­
age to mountain trails. The Aymara 
Indians of South America call their 
llamas “silent brothers” and now more 
and more American backpackers are 
learning to appreciate them.

In North America llamas are used 
mostly for recreational backpacking. 
Commercial outfitters, says London, 
are unanimous in their praise of the 
animals. They are surefooted and 
maneuverable; they can negotiate nar­
row, rocky trails and snow-covered 
passes easily while carrying 100 pounds 
or more. They move steadily along at a 
pace of two to three miles per hour.

But there is a shortage of llamas, 
although we have enough llama breed-

Оовв,,,в

death?

ORDER TODAY

LIFE NEVER DIES

ISpecial to FATE readers ONLY: $1.00

You will also receive absolutely free

FsiOO
of charge a six-month introductory 
subscription to a beautiful metaphysical 
magazine: ABUNDANT LIVING. I

ABUNDANT LIVING,DEPT. F, BOX 100.SAN DIEG0.CA92138
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SECRET 
"If you want to understand 
human behavior just realize 
that someone left the zoo 
gate open.” -vernon howaro

WANT MORE SECRETS ABOUT PEOPLE?
Send only $2 for 5 printed lectures: 

“THE BEST OF VERNON HOWARD”

“These higher 
truths and 
helpful guides 
make life 
make sense 
at last. Write me today:”

DESI ARNAZ JR, Box 2000-ZJ 
Ojai, California 93023

HORNED WONDER
Brighten some nook with the gleam and glamor 
of this popular ornament. The Unicorn has 
been a symbol of mystery and magic since 
Biblical times. Our unique beastie has galloped 
straight out of faery fields to command the 
admiration of mortals. Made of heavy brass, 
with a touch of the antique.

АУГ high, $10.50
Plus P/H: $1.50 U.S.; $2.50 foreign.

7* high, $13.50
Hus P/H: $2.00 U.S.; $3.50 foreign.

Order now from:
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 50035 

ers to support at least one magazine 
devoted to the subject. Except for three 
small shipments from Chile in 1983, no 
llamas have been imported into the 
United States since 1928 because of the 
prevalence of hoof-and-mouth disease 
in South America. Almost all North 
American llamas are descended from 
females imported before the 1928 ban. 
They are not likely to outbreed the 
demand for some time — females have 
only one calf at a time and the gestation 
period is 11 !4 months.

00
NEWS & NOTES

• While science is agreed (at present) 
that marine algae formed in the ocean 
about 3.5 billion years ago, a recent 
discovery in Arizona may shoot down 
the consensus that land plants came 
only about 500 million years ago. Two 
Arizona State University geologists 
have offered evidence that the old chron­
ology is wrong and that land plants 
must have flourished near Phoenix at 
least 1.2 billion years ago.
• David Chamberlain, a San Diego 
clinical psychologist, claims that babies 
are “real people, trapped, as it were, in 
baby bodies. They are fully equipped 
with sensory and learning abilities.” 
Chamberlain has asked hypnotized 
children to describe their surroundings 
at birth and says they recollected such 
details as their mother’s hairstyle, 
obstetric instruments and delivery room 
conversations.
• Scientists are breeding a species of 
predator fish that eats mosquitoes, 
according to the Newhouse News Ser­
vice. The plan is to put the fish in rice 
fields, wetlands, drainage ditches and 
canals where mosquitoes breed. Tests in
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Florida and Arkansas rice fields showed 
that the variety tested, called the inland 
silverside, eliminated more than 90 per­
cent of the larvae.
• Another bird now may be removed 
from the endangered-species list. It is 
the ivory-billed woodpecker, a large 
shiny black bird, 20 inches long, with a 
white stripe down its neck from cheek 
to back. It once was common in Texas, 
Arkansas and Oklahoma. Unfortu­
nately, the reason it is no longer endan­
gered is that it is now extinct.
• A creature that is not quite extinct is 
the Eastern black panther, a mysterious 
animal that comes and goes on the edge 
of reality. One of these animals is fre­
quently reported in Lewis, St. Law­
rence, Jefferson, Herkimer and Oneida 
Counties in the state of New York. Lee 
Chamberlain, an endangered-species 
specialist in Watertown, N.Y., says that 
every year he receives about 20 black­
panther reports.

00
MERMAIDS THAT WEREN'T

MOST MONSTER stories turn out 
to be hoaxes or misreadings of 
the evidence. In the controversy be­

tween Jon Erik Beckjord, an indepen­
dent investigator of strange and unus­
ual animals, and Prof. Roy Wagner, 
head of the anthropology department 
of the University of Virginia, over 
whether mermaidlike creatures exist in 
Papua New Guinea waters, Beckjord 
appears to be the winner.

During anthropological expeditions 
to New Ireland province, Wagner heard 
stories from natives of occasional 
encounters with creatures they call ri. 
Wagner’s article on the ri was published 
in Cryptozoology, the journal of the
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International Society of Cryptozool­
ogy, and reprinted in the August 1983 
issue of Fate.

Thereupon Beckjord traveled to New 
Ireland to investigate Wagner’s story 
and concluded that the ri were dugongs. 
Wagner replied that the possibility that 
the ri were dugongs was a viable 
hypothesis but he had some reserva­
tions about it.

Now the controversy has been re­
solved.

The 13-person expedition sponsored 
by the California-based Ecosophical 
Research Association which used a 65- 
foot vessel with side-scan sonar and 
other modern equipment has deter­
mined that the ri is a dugong. The inves­
tigators photographed the animal and 
identified it as a dugong even before it 
was killed by a fishing boat.

Wagner and members of his expedi­
tion are chagrined but not surprised. 
Beckjord is chortling.

00
A TALKING BEAR!

LAST SUMMER the monster 
report to end all monster reports 
rattled the rib cages of skeptics across 

the country. Greg and Stephanie 
McKay were camping about five miles 
off Highway 410 in Pierce County, 
Washington, when, just before dawn, 
some creature attacked their tent. It was 
Saturday, July 6, 1985 — a date to be 
graven in granite.

“It must have weighed almost a ton,” 
Stephanie said. “He was big and hairy.” 
He was eight feet tall and ugly. He also 
smelled. “It didn’t sound human,” she 
went on. “It had a very high-pitched 
voice. ... You may think this sounds 
crazy but the bear talked to us. It asked
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us what our names were and asked 
whether we had permission to use the 
campsite. We said we had gotten per­
mission but the bear told us to get off 
the property immediately. We ran like 
anything.”

As they gathered up their belongings, 
this strange-acting bear stood on its 
hind legs and began throwing rocks at 
them.

When sheriff’s deputies visited the 
campsite, they could find no sign of a 
struggle and the only visible tracks were 
those of a large dog, according to a 
report from Sheriff’s Sgt. Terry 
Schmid.

“We pretty well figure if it’s anything, 
it was probably a bear,” Sergeant 
Schmid said. “It could be a complete 
hoax but we don4 know.”

OO

DEAD OR ALIVE?

MOST PEOPLE are fascinated by 
monsters. Apparently we like to 
think about our ancestors’ cave­

dwelling days when unknown creatures 
were fought off with torches, fire, teeth 
and spears. So this spring another team 
of scientists will be off to Africa to 
search for Mokele-Mbembe, the 30- 
foot plant-eating creature with long 
neck and tail and elephant-sized body 
that may or may not exist. Roy Mackal 
of the University of Chicago says the 
expedition will carry sonar devices, 
video cameras and old-fashioned nets. 
He hopes to bring it back alive.

Other hunters seek other kinds of 
creatures. Some set out with pick and 
shovel to dredge up the bones of ancient 
dinosaurs and are often surprised by 
what they find. About 75 miles south­
west of Fort Worth, Tex., paleontolo-
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gists have found a large deposit of 
camptosaur bones — 10-foot-long crea­
tures who lived 100 million years ago 
during a time period which has left us 
few fossils. And discovered in Arizona’s 
Petrified Forest National Park seems to 
be the oldest dinosaur skeleton in the 
world. So far unnamed, the living dino­
saur weighed perhaps 200 pounds and 
was the size of an ostrich.

00
ONLY 10,000 YEARS AGO

IN 1895 the nearly complete skin of a 
giant ground sloth, the mylodon, was 
discovered in a cave in southern Chile. 

Because it seemed so fresh and appeared 
to have been butchered, researchers 
thought the species might still survive in 
remote areas. Since then other mylodon 
skins, bones and dung have been found 
in southern Patagonia but alas, no liv­

ing mylodon has ever appeared.
So many mylodon remains have been 

found that scientists have been able to 
deduce from the food remnants in their 
dung that they probably became extinct 
because of climatic changes rather than 
hunting pressure from the Paleo­
Indians. These huge creatures died out 
between 8500 and 11,000 years ago. 
During that same time the rich shrubby 
and herbaceous grassland grew sparse 
and was replaced by moorland vegeta­
tion and lower temperatures.

Unlike the North American ground 
sloths, the Patagonian mylodons were 
grazers, not browsers, and they became 
extinct because of food shortages.

00
TODAY IN CHINA

STILL THE SEARCH for living 
monsters continues. In August 1985 
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the Chinese announced with great fan­
fare that they were going to exhibit a 
living “Bigfoot.” Although billed as 
“the first and only wild man” to be cap­
tured in China, anthropologists identi­
fied the creature as one of a rare species 
of short-tailed monkey.

Another strange story has come out 
of China. Last July Prof. Xiang Ligai 
and students from Xinjiang Universi­
ty’s biology department were on a field 
trip near Hanas Lake, close to the 
Soviet Union and Mongolian border. 
Peering through binoculars from a 
6600-foot altitude on a mountain, 
expedition members spotted what at 
first looked like “red boats” on the sur­
face of the lake.

The red boats turned out to be several 
dozen huge red fish with heads three 
feet wide, according to China’s state­
run radio. A geological team from Xin­

jiang Environmental Protection Insti­
tute later confirmed the observation, 
reporting at least 100 huge red fish, 
weighing about one ton each, which 
they said belong to the salmon family.

00
BACK TO US

ONE-TON SALMON are a little 
hard to swallow but those who are 
natural-bom skeptics can take comfort, 

at least, in the fact that Champ still 
lives. A fairly recent story from the 
Providence [R.I.] Sunday Journal re­
ports that this mysterious lake monster 
still chums the waters of Lake Champ­
lain. There have been hundreds of re­
ported sightings of this unique and 
unknown animal, including more than 
100 from Bulwagga Bay alone, near 
Port Henry.

A typical report comes from Kelley
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Stanley, waitress at the Tradingpost 
Bar & Restaurant near Port Henry: “1 
saw the water churning. Then this big 
black mass came up and went down 
splush! 1 don't know what it was but it 
was huge'. And it was no fish!”

P. T. Barnum once offered $50,000 
for Champ’s capture but it remains as 
elusive as the Loch Ness monster.

00

CLOUDBUSTERS

SOMEONE IS busting clouds in 
southeastern Spain.

That’s what thousands of farmers are
saying but practically nobody believes 
them. The governor of Almeria, one of 
the states in which the claim is being 
made, blames mass hysteria. Charlie 
Carthew, an American expert on cloud­
seeding, states flatly, “Breaking up 
clouds is impossible."

Still, farmers in the drought-stricken 
region swear that every time a big black 
thunderhead appears over the moun­
tains to the west, they hear the buzz of 
approaching planes. The aircraft fly 
back and forth through the clouds, 
releasing chemicals which turn the 
clouds into mere wisps. Then the air­
craft fly away to what the farmers 
believe are secret airfields.

One of the witnesses to this myste­
rious activity is Francisco Moreno Sas- 
tre, an engineer with the Agriculture 
Ministry in Madrid. “It’s not just the 
collective imagination,” he told report­
ers for the Wall Street Journal. “This
uncontrolled practice must be stopped.”

Farmers are sure that local tomato 
moguls are responsible. The growers 
are seeking to protect their irrigated 
crops from storm damage, the theory 
goes. Lorenzo Belmonte Navarro, 
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manager of Primaflor S.A., a large 
tomato-growing operation in the area, 
denies this, insisting, “We tomato 
growers want rain too. The rain doesn’t 
damage tomatoes. That’s a myth."

He adds, “I don4 know about the 
planes. They could exist. The whole 
thing is beyond my understanding."

Another witness, Father Manuel 
Prados Munoz of the village of Maria, 
remarks, “Before I came here four years 
ago, I used to laugh at this business of 
planes.” Since then he has seen them 
repeatedly.

They always arrive just when his 
desktop barometer has confirmed that 
a storm is on the way. As clouds appear 
in the sky, so do the planes. One month 
last summer he saw the mystery craft no 
fewer than 12 times.

The drought has lasted since 1973. 
Farmers in the three affected provinces 

are enraged. “If we knew who did it,” 
one says, “we’d lynch them.” Besides 
tomato growers, suspects include 
astronomers (said to be fanatically 
determined to keep the atmosphere 
vapor-free to insure good viewing con­
ditions) and the tourist industry is also 
on the list.

Almeria Gov. Tomas Azorin Munoz 
even arranged to bring five meteorolo­
gists, including the general director of 
the National Weather Bureau, to Pulpi 
to debunk the “impossible myth” of 
cloudbusting. Six hundred farmers 
crammed the town’s biggest building to 
hear what the experts had to say. Many 
left unconvinced.

“It’s not just the rumors of country 
bumpkins,” Father Manuel says. “It’s 
true.”

00
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NEW MAYA DATA

THE LONG-HELD view that the 
Mayan civilization had seriously 
declined at the time of the Spanish con­

quest has now been challenged by a 
husband-wife team of American anthro­
pologists. Discoveries by Duane Z. and 
Arlen F. Chase of the University of 
Central Florida show that the Maya 
retained an advanced political and eco­
nomic system up to the time European 
contact destroyed them.

Evidence for the Chases’ conclusions 
comes from two undisturbed graves of 
Mayan rulers who died 1000 years 
apart. One is an ornate stone tomb and 
the other a simple grave in the ground. 
They are less than a mile apart at an 
archaeological site on a bluff encircling 
Corozal, an urban area in Belize.

The oldest is the ornate tomb, 1500 
years old, containing the remains of a 
Mayan ruler whose jade ornaments and 
other artifacts signify his high status. 
The more modest grave yielded the 
remains of a provincial ruler who lived 
something over 500 years ago.

00
TELLTALE JEWELRY

ONE CLUE to the ruler’s status is a 
pair of gold earplugs inlaid with 
jade and turquoise. These plugs, which 

once fit inside large holes in the ear­
lobes, flared out to cover the ears.

According to the anthropologists, 
such adornments are not indigenous to 
the Maya but are identical to those 
worn by Aztec rulers as symbols of 
power. Historians know that the empire­
building Aztecs who lived around what 
is now Mexico City were planning to 
subjugate the Mayas. Mrs. Chase spec­
ulates that the provincial ruler may



My name is Rennie Foster and I want to tell you about a new book called

“SALT POWER
For Bringing Love, Luck and 

Wealth”

To order your copy of this unique book all you have to do la write “SALT POWER” on a 
piece of paper with payment of $14.95 and mail to:

FINBARR INTERNATIONAL (F)
16 Turketel Road, Folkestone, Kent, England

We have been shipping books worldwide since 1946: you can order from us in complete 
confidence. Price includes express air mail postage: delivery guaranteed within 14 days. Add 
$1 if you also wish to receive our complete catalog of books. For Canada add 10%.

27



28 FATE

have received the earplugs from Aztec 
chieftains trying to sway his allegiance. 
But before the Aztecs could dominate 
the Mayas, the Spaniards invaded, 
bringing infectious diseases which, with­
in a century and a half, killed an esti­
mated 70 to 90 percent of the Mayas.

The modest grave contained a neck­
lace of shell and jade and a bracelet of 
red seashells also not native to the area. 
Arlen Chase said these artifacts show 
that commerce flourished in the late 
post-Classic period, from A.D. 1350 to 
1530.

But the Chases’discovery adds weight 
to the new view that, instead of building 
pyramids, the Mayas were concentrat­
ing on extending their commercial and 
political ties over increasing areas.

00
NICKEL FROM HEAVEN A RECENT proposal for a huge 
meteor or asteroid impact has been 

offered by three American researchers 
to explain the rich nickel and copper 
deposits of the Sudbury Igneous Com­
plex in Ontario. Here is the world’s 
largest single source of nickel in a 40- 
mile-long geological structure made up 
of various rocks stacked like a series of 
elliptical-shaped bowls.

Now Billy E. Faggart, Jr., and Asish 
R. Basu, both of the University of 
Rochester, and Mitsunobu Tatsumoto 
of the U.S. Geological Survey in Den­
ver offer evidence in Science for a pro­
posal, originally made in 1964, that the 
formation was created by a meteoritic 
collision with earth two million years 
ago. They suggest that the impact trig­
gered the melting of large amounts of 
the underlying basalts and granites at 
Sudbury. This in turn would melt the 
sulfur out of the rocks which would 
bring with it nickel, copper and other 
elements to create the rich Sudbury 
complex.

и*
GULLED GOLFERS LOSE DRIVING RANGE

DIVE-BOMBING sea gulls bombarding golfers with golf balls have forced 
Smith & Wesson to close a driving range installed for company personnel.

In the fall of 1984, Jim Baird, conservation director for the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, said, “Clearly the birds think the balls are clams. It’s typical gull 
behavior to pick up clams and mussels and drop them again and again until the 
shell breaks.”

A Smith & Wesson spokesman told Associated Press that the firm viewed it as a 
safety problem and shut down the range until “we can determine how to operate it 
safely.”

00
THE NEW VIEW

AT ITS HEIGHT, between A.D.
300 and 900, known as the Classic 

period, the Mayan empire covered much 
of Mexico, Belize and Guatemala and 
parts of Honduras and Nicaragua. Dur­
ing this period the Mayas built elabo­
rate religious centers dominated by the 
great pyramids which remain tourist 
attractions today. In later centuries, 
when building on such a large scale 
declined, archaeologists were led to 
believe the civilization was disintegrat­
ing. Because entire native American 
empires were conquered by so few Span­
iards, some historians argue that the 
cultures had fallen into decadence by 
the time the Europeans arrived.
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Set of six filter pairs used to view all 
bands or ray* in the aura $32.95

ГVENTURE BOOKSHOP? рГо.Ъох 249,*HIghland pãrkjVeÕÕãs'

J perfect 2X filters. Each $28.95, plus $1.50 postage-handling. (Each set comes with Instruction booklet.) Also
! sand ma the followlnc fitters at Dries* listed above. I enclose $_____________ the total of mv order.

29



Port Royal, Jamaica...

CITY CINDER THE SEA

For sound excavation controls, the archaeologists established a grid system and here 
divers place a metal grid in the excavation area. Air compressor floats on ring.

Texas-based nautical archaeologists explore
a different kind of Atlantis — one whose existence is not in doubt.

By D. L. Hamilton and Robyn Woodward
Reprinted from ARCHAEOLOGY
Magazine, Vol. 37, No. 1
Archaeological Institute of America 
Copyright 1984

ALL TOO frequently, the term 
“underwater archaeology" has 
been interpreted as referring only to the 

excavation of ships but shipwrecks are 
not the only underwater sites. In some 
areas of the world, submerged habita­
tions and harbors — in some cases even 
large parts of cities — are now located 
under water as a result of various kinds of 
natural occurrences. Unfortunately, 

the mention of an investigation of a 
sunken city often conjures up distorted 
visions of quixotic quests for the lost con­
tinent of Atlantis somewhere among 
the Aegean Islands or in the Bahamas. 
Texas-based nautical archaeologists, 
however, are exploring an “Atlantis” of 
their own — the sunken city of Port 
Royal, Jamaica, submerged beneath the 
waters of Kingston Harbor.

For everyone who has daydreamed of 
buccaneers and adventure on the high 
seas, the mention of Port Royal evokes 
romantic images of pirate ships, ware­
houses bulging with glittering trea­
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sure, gentlemen adventurers and 
drunken rogues atop kegs of rum. Port 
Royal’s epic history indeed is accentu­
ated by the outrageous deeds of her citi­
zenry and by the cataclysmic acts of 
nature which plagued the city. Today, 
the tall ships are gone and the wharves 
are quiet, but the actual houses and 
streets of Port Royal, where the events 
of this past age took place, have en­
dured — only they have been sealed in a 
tomb of water, sand and coral for more 
than 290 years.

Port Royal belongs to a select group 
of archaeological sites which includes 
Pompeii and Herculaneum in Italy and 

Ozette in the state of Washington. Sites 
such as these are unique “catastrophic” 
sites — created by some disaster that 
preserves the cultural features and 
material in the all-important archaeo­
logical context. At this type of undis­
turbed site, the archaeologist is not 
dealing with a situation where — over a 
long span of time — houses, shops, 
warehouses, churches and other build­
ings were constructed, added onto, fell 
into disrepair, were abandoned, even­
tually collapsed, were razed, and then 
possibly built over. Port Royal is strik­
ingly different: after only 37 years of 
existence this bustling city literally sank

r<4 w
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In Room Four, some 60 
onion-shaped liquor 
bottles were unearthed. 
So called because of 
their shape, they are 
characteristic of late 
17th-Century England. 
They are also called 
"Onyx Bottles” because 
of the dark glass color.

into the harbor in a matter of minutes 
during a severe earthquake.

• » *

THERE IS an abundance of archival 
material concerning the activities 
of Port Royal but much of this is of 

limited value in understanding the cul­
tural setting of the city and its social and 
economic role in Jamaica and the 
Caribbean. It is important, therefore, to 
complement the written but often 
biased records with a substantial body 
of objective archaeological information 
to shed additional light on life in this 
17th-Century cosmopolitan city.

Jamaica was discovered by Chris­
topher Columbus on his second voyage 

in 1494. Because of the lack of lucrative 
mineral resources on the island, it re­
mained a relatively unimportant Span­
ish possession throughout the 16th and 
first half of the 17th Centuries. In 1653, 
King Charles 1 was beheaded and Brit­
ain was established as a Common­
wealth, with Lord General Oliver 
Cromwell as Protector of the Realm. In 
1655, Cromwell sent an expeditionary 
force under the command of Admiral 
William Penn and General Robert 
Venables to capture the Spanish island 
of Hispaniola in the Caribbean. The 
Spanish had warning of the impending 
attack and easily repulsed the disorga­
nized interlopers.
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Sailing westward the British fleet 

endeavored to salvage its mission by 
seizing the sparsely populated and 
poorly defended colony of Jamaica. On 
May 10,1655, the fleet dropped anchor 
in what was to become Kingston Har­
bor and within the day put to flight the 
few Spanish defenders. The south coast 
of the island immediately was claimed 
for the Commonwealth. By 1660 all 
Spanish resistance on the island was 
eliminated just as the monarchy was 
restored in Britain with the return from 
exile of King Charles II.

Port Royal, initially known as Point 
Cagway or simply “The Point,” was 
established at the end of the 6.8-mile 
spit of sand which separates Kingston 
Harbor from the Caribbean. Because of 
its strategic location the site was origi­
nally intended to serve as a defensive 
fortification. Between 1660 and 1692, 
however, Port Royal emerged as the 
most prosperous commercial center in 

the English New World. Between 1660 
and 1671, during the period of officially 
sanctioned privateering, the city earned 
its reputation as the “wickedest city on 
earth” because of the buccaneers and 
their activities and the loose ways of its 
citizens in general. During this period 
there was no British naval force in the 
Caribbean. To survive, Jamaica was 
forced to invite the buccaneers, for­
mally organized as the “Confederacy of 
the Brethren of the Coast” on the island 
of Tortuga (off the north coast of what 
is now Haiti), to make Port Royal their 
base of operations in exchange for pro­
tection against the Spanish, Dutch and 
French. For a time, the buccaneers were 
an important economic asset and it is 
safe to say that except for the presence 
of these buccaneers, Jamaica probably 
would have been retaken by Spain.

Under the elected leadership of Cap­
tain Edward Mansfield and later Henry 
Morgan, the buccaneers devastated

The main underwater excavation tool is a water dredge. Water flowing through a 
specially constructed pipe creates a vacuum which dredges away sediments. Divers 
had to dig through about seven feet of sediments before reaching the 1692 levels.
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Partially restored stone­
ware bellarmine jug from 
Room Four is a reminder 
of the patrons who once 
crowded into one of Port 
Royal's taverns. Most 
businesses and even ware­
houses of the time had a 
room devoted to alcohol 
sale and consumption.

Spanish trade in the New World in a 
series of daring and brutal campaigns. 
Their activities were not confined just 
to the seizure of Spanish ships on the 
high seas. Morgan led the assaults on 
Porto Bello in 1668 and Cartagena in 
1669 and culminated his career with the 
sack of Panama City in 1671. In 1670 
the second Treaty of Madrid forced the 
British to revoke the special “Letters of 
Marques,” or commissions, granted to 
these privateers against Spanish ships 
and settlements. In return for peace in 
the Caribbean, Spain tacitly accepted 
England’s claim to Jamaica. Sanc­
tioned privateering against Spain ended 
in 1671 but continued off and on against 
the French and Dutch.

After this turn of events, the gover­
nors of Jamaica were charged with the 

task of suppressing privateering. With­
out a navy they had no means with 
which to enforce the new law and had 
no real desire to do so. Piracy was not 
effectively brought under control until 
after 1680. Ironically, when the laws 
against piracy were finally enforced, it 
was Sir Henry Morgan who was in­
strumental in the effort. Morgan re­
turned to Jamaica in 1675 after having 
been taken to London in 1671 as a pris­
oner because of his raid on Panama the 
year before. After having been held a 
prisoner of state for a suitable period, 
he was knighted by King Charles II and 
made Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica 
in 1674.

As a result of the peace with Spain, 
extensive trade was established between 
the merchants of Port Royal and the 
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neighboring Spanish colonies. This 
economic fact slowly changed Morgan's 
attitude and the attitude of the majority 
of Jamaicans. Through open and illicit 
trade the Port Royal merchants and 
planters were realizing far greater prof­
its selling or smuggling slaves and 
manufactured goods to the Spanish 
than from privateers’plundering. From 
1680 pirates were not openly tolerated 
in Port Royal, and in 1687 and 1688 
King James II of England and King 
Louis XIV of France offered pardons to 
all the pirates in exchange for their giv­
ing up the profession. With a strong 
naval force stationed at Port Royal to 
protect British interests in the Carib­
bean, the age of widespread, large-scale 
piracy was over — now that their ser­

vices were no longer sanctioned or 
needed. An era was over, but the 
romance and legend live on today.

As the island's plantations expanded 
during the final decades of the 17th 
Century, Port Royal became the mer­
cantile capital of the Caribbean, trading 
sugar, dyewood, Spanish indigo and 
cacao to Europe and the New England 
colonies. The archival record shows 
that a multitude of craftsmen resided in 
Port Royal: architects, blacksmiths, 
carpenters, cabinetmakers, chandlers, 
comb makers, coopers, cordwainers, 
drugsters, goldsmiths, gunsmiths, hat­
makers, ivory turners, pewterers, sail­
makers, tavernkeepers, wherrymen, 
victuallers and vintners. The majority 
of the large warehouses and sumptuous 

One corner of Room Five 
yielded a spectacular find 
— a unique, late-Stuart- 
period pewter tankard 
with a lid bearing four hall- 
marks and a molded 
Bacchus-head thumb­
piece. Its height to top of 
thumbpiece is about 
seven inches.
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private dwellings were situated on 
Thames Street which ran along the 
northern side of the spit. Fort James 
occupied the point projecting into the 
harbor at the tip of the spit. Fishers 
Row, situated between Forts Charles 
and James, was lined with markets, tav­
erns and warehouses. In 1692, Port 
Royal covered approximately 20.6 hec­
tares (51 acres) of land, had a well-to-do 
population of 6500 and contained more 
than 2000 buildings, many of them sub­
stantial brick structures standing four 
stories high. • • *

THE BUSTLING activities of the 
harbor front and the opulent 
splendors of the merchant establish­

ments were brought to a sudden and 
frightful end at 20 minutes before noon 
on June 7, 1692. With little warning 
two-thirds of the city was destroyed by 
a violent earthquake and an ensuing 
tidal wave from the harbor. Within 
minutes, 2000 people had lost their lives 
and by week's end, injury and pestilence 
claimed an additional 2000 to 3000 
souls.

Efforts were made to reestablish a 
commercial center at Port Royal, but 
every attempt was greeted by new disas­
ter — a hurricane and fire in 1704 and 
hurricanes in 1712, 1722, 1726, 1744 
and 1780. With each new catastrophe, 
fewer people chose to return to the 
point. The British Navy, however, did 
not abandon Port Royal as a base of 
operation. The spit was refortified and 
a large naval yard with greatly ex­
panded facilities was established. Dur­
ing the 18th and 19th Centuries the 
naval station continued to expand: a 
coaling station, a hospital complex and 
an administrative center were built as 

the town became the headquarters of 
the British Caribbean fleet. Then, in 
1905, Britain’s imperial strategists reor­
ganized their naval fleet system and 
suddenly, bases like Port Royal were 
closed.

Underwater salvage and looting of 
the sunken city began as soon as the 
tremors of the 1692 earthquake stilled. 
These early efforts slowly stopped as 
the ruins of the city became buried in 
the harbor sediment. The popularity of 
SCUBA diving in the last 30 years 
renewed interest in the legendary sea­
port and during the past three decades 
there have been several attempts to 
explore the underwater city. Little of 
this work, however, was conducted by 
professional archaeologists with the 
controls and documentation demanded 
by modern archaeology.

In 1956 and 1959 Edwin Link, an 
American inventor, investigated a small 
section of the city in the vicinity of the 
King's Warehouse and Fort James. 
During Link’s second season, he and his 
team had compiled and indexed the real 
estate record from 1661 to 1670. From 
these data he produced a map of the 
pre-1692 city which has been used by all 
subsequent researchers. Another Amer­
ican, Norman Scott, dug in the area 
around Fort Carlisle during the summer 
of 1960. In 1965 when the southwestern 
portion of the city opposite the Old 
Naval Hospital was threatened by plans 
to construct a deep-water harbor and 
pier, Robert Marx, an American 
marine archaeologist, was hired by the 
government of Jamaica to explore the 
endangered area. Between 1966 and 
1968 Marx excavated two acres of the 
submerged seaport, finding the remains 
of fish and meat markets, at least two 
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taverns, three ships, numerous dwell­
ings, brick walls, foundations and cis­
terns along with a great wealth of arti­
facts. Unfortunately, the vast artifact 
collections were never thoroughly stud­
ied or published by Marx before he left 
Jamaica. But he did publish a series of 
mimeographed reports on the more 
diagnostic material.

In 1978, 10 years after Marx ceased 
his work, the government of Jamaica 
requested the Institute of Nautical 
Archaeology’s assistance in the resump­
tion of underwater excavations at Port 
Royal. A long-term plan of collabora­
tion between the government, the Insti­
tute of Nautical Archaeology and Texas 
A&M University was established. A 
thorough research program was 
initiated and plans were made for a his­
torical center to be built at Port Royal.

In June 1981, co-author D. L. Hamil­
ton, with 12 students enrolled in a grad­
uate underwater archaeology field 
school at Texas A&M, arrived in 
Jamaica to begin new archaeological 
research at the site. The project’s base of 
operations is in the Old Naval Hospital 
constructed in 1809. The building con­
tains a museum on Port Royal and all 
the facilities required to conduct thor­
ough archaeological research: work­
rooms, conservation laboratory, pho­
tographic studio and darkroom and a 
cartography division. The Port Royal 
Project of the Jamaican Government 
has an experienced staff working in all 
of the divisions. The Hospital’s out­
buildings are used as dive gear lockers, 
equipment storage areas and a wood 
conservation laboratory.

The project’s first objective was to 
investigate the possibilities of conduct­
ing controlled archaeological excava­

tions in the submerged portions of the 
city. Earlier explorers had reported that 
zero visibility made photodocumenta­
tion impossible. Furthermore, strati­
graphic control of the archaeological 
deposits could not be maintained since 
excavators had to dig through at least 
seven feet of soft sediments before 
reaching the 1692 levels. The 
TAMU/INU team was also warned 
about the dangers of jellyfish, sharks 
and collapsing walls — but these reports 
proved unfounded, at least in the areas 
the team tested. The only fins slicing 
through the glassy surface of the harbor 
waters belonged to friendly dolphins or 
were attached to the feet of fellow team 
members. Visibility averaged about 
three to 10 feet, enabling the divers to 
maintain horizontal and stratigraphic 
control, plot the location of artifacts 
within an established grid system, pre­
pare detailed drawings of the architec­
tural features and take underwater pho­
tographs. Remains of the 17th-Century 
city were encountered in the first few 
feet of digging, sealed beneath a thin 
layer of silt and a dense layer of inter­
digitated coral.

Land archaeologists probably would 
feel right at home at the site of Port 
Royal. It was quickly discovered that 
the excavations could be carried out 
much in the same way as at any land site 
with similar excavation techniques and 
tools. Aside from provisions for the 
workers to breathe under water and the 
complex problems of dealing with the 
vast array of well-preserved artifactual 
material. Port Royal is no different 
from any other 17th-Century archaeo­
logical site. The fact that this “land"site 
is now under water seemed only in­
cidental.
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A popular picture of an underwater 
archaeological excavation involves 
large fancy boats and a vast array of 
equipment. For some digs, these may be 
necessary, but at Port Royal the exca­
vations are conducted quite simply with 
a minimum of equipment and complex 
surface support facilities. The divers 
simply swim out a short distance from 
the old stone seawall beside the hospital 
complex to the area currently being 
excavated by the TAMU/1NA team. 
Since extended dives are made in a 
small area in shallow water, a small 
HOOKA air compressor floating on an 
inflated ring delivers air through four 
air lines to four divers on each shift. 
SCUBA gear and tanks are used only 
on wider-ranging surveys. The main 
underwater excavation tool is a water 
dredge. Water flowing through a spe­
cially constructed pipe creates a vacuum 
which dredges away the sediments, ex­
posing the archaeological deposits. The 
sediments are discharged from the site 
through a long flexible hose connected 
to the dredge. Air lifts have not been 
used on the site because they are not 
effective in shallow depths.

Along with the dredge, standard 
archaeological tools such as mason 
trowels, bubble line levels, string and 
measuring tapes are used to excavate, 
maintain proper controls and record 
information. A small boat with a boat 
tender is kept anchored over the exca­
vation area during all diving opera­
tions. The boat tender watches over the 
divers, the floating gasoline-run com­
pressor and the gasoline-run water 
pump for the dredge. In addition, the 
boat tender keeps track of a vast array 
of supplies which may be needed by the 
working divers on the bottom.

The first task assigned to the team in 
1981 was to relocate the sites of earlier 
excavations. Unfortunately, because 
the accretion of sediments had con­
cealed all evidence of earlier digging, 
relocation proved impossible for all but 
the large area worked by Robert Marx. 
None of the previous investigators had 
tied their excavation areas into per­
manently established datum points with 
fixed coordinates. Before starting any 
new excavations, the Jamaican De­
partment of Surveys established a set of 
three fixed markers (designated GOJ 
No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3) on the grounds 
of the Old Naval Hospital opposite the 
area under investigation. These markers 
serve as permanent datum points for 
the entire site and all future researchers. 
Since Port Royal was built and sur­
veyed on the basis of the English mea­
surement system, we decided to exca­
vate the site using the same system 
instead of the more standard metric.

The group next moved north to an 
undisturbed area of the submerged city 
and established two 10-foot test units. 
This area yielded only a few sherds of 
pottery, glass, lead weights, scraps of 
leather, broken pipestems and a few 
butchered animal bones.The only 
architectural features of note were one 
large post which stood alone in the cen­
ter of the test area and a posthole in one 
corner. In all probability, both are the 
remains of pilings from some pre­
earthquake structure.

Hoping to discover more substantial 
architectural features, the researchers 
moved farther west into deeper water 
before sinking a second test square in 13 
feet of water. An in situ brick floor was 
found just inches below the seabed. The 
overburden was stripped away with 
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meticulous care, the students following 
the outside wall of the structure. Next 
the excavation was extended to the 
southwest and northeast outside the 
original 10-foot square in an effort to 
define the corners of the building. Dive 
times were increased as the pace of the 
work accelerated. On the last morning, 
a small gap and a second foundation 
were found.The next shift of divers 
established that the wall footings and 
brick patterns of this second founda­
tion were indeed different from those 
now called Building One. How did this 
second structure relate to the first? The 
team returned to Texas full of optimism 
for what the next season might hold.

• • *

THE 1982 expedition members 
focused all their efforts on the 
excavation of Building One, the main 

structure located in 1981. After a few 
days of excavation, it was established 
that the floors and walls exposed during 
the last days of work the previous year 
were all part of the same structure. 
Large sections of the flooring were 
covered with the debris of collapsed 
walls. In the long run this proved fortui­
tous, for trapped beneath the jumbled 
bricks lay quantities of well-preserved 
artifacts and architectural details. As 
work progressed it became evident that 
the floors and walls belonged to a large 
multiroomed structure, probably a 
rowhouse. By the end of the season the 
team had shifted the centuries of over­
burden from an area of more than 350 
square yards, revealing enough archi­
tectural detail to predict the overall size 
and orientation of the building. There 
were at least six rooms on the ground 
level and enough fallen brick to indicate 
there may have been an upper story.

Both of the excavated rooms appear 
to have been 18 feet wide and about 24 
feet long. The length is only an approx­
imation as the floor and walls at the 
southern end of the building are broken 
and jumbled as they slope downward at 
a pronounced angle. The architectural 
evidence suggests that the three north­
ern rooms were constructed first and 
occupied for a period of time before the 
addition of the southern rooms which 
were constructed over a large amount 
of 17th-Century trash. Each of these 
northern rooms is connected to the 
room immediately south by a door in 
the southeast comer of the common 
wall. Two wooden doorsills were still in 
situ between Rooms One and Three and 
Rooms Two and Four.

Interestingly, the northern rooms of 
the structure differ from the later 
southern additions. The brick floor 
patterns of the northern rooms are laid 
out diagonally in a herringbone pat­
tern, the elevation of the floors is no­
ticeably higher and the interior walls 
have been plastered and whitewashed. 
None of the walls of the southern rooms 
are bonded or joined to the cross wall 
shared by the north and south rooms. 
This wall, with its well-defined stepped 
wall footing, has the appearance of an 
outside wall, which supports the view 
that the southern half of the building 
was constructed later. In fact, it was 
discovered that there were two floor 
levels in each of the southern rooms, 
separated by an inch or more of 
artifact-laden fill. With the high water 
table in the town the original floor 
probably tended to be damp and the 
occupants of the structure may have put 
down the second course of bricks to 
keep their feet dry.
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Although the excavation of Building 
One is far from complete, enough mate­
rials were recovered to enable us to sug­
gest some theories on the possible func­
tions of the two excavated rooms. From 
Room Three the excavation team re­
trieved large quantities of butchered 
animal bones and sea turtle shells, large 
iron hooks, scraps of leather, shoe 
soles, masses of kaolin pipestems and 
bowls, shell buttons, assorted hand 
tools and a complete wicker basket 
which measured about 35 inches in 
diameter. Several fragments of pewter 
were found but the most notable finds 
were four matched pewter spoons found 
in the southwest corner of the room. 
Each spoon had portrait busts of the 
monarchs William and Mary who 
reigned jointly from 1689 to 1694. In 
light of the quantities of animal re­
mains, possible meat hooks and scraps 
of leather, the room may have been 
either a butcher’s shop or an area where 
leather goods were processed.

Another purpose was evident for 
Room Four where artifacts clearly in­
dicate that this room was associated 
with the selling and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages. We know that 
liquor was consumed heavily and most 
businesses and even warehouses had a 
room devoted to the sale and consump­
tion of alcohol. In the northwest comer 
of this room there were five extant 
posts, a beam embedded in the floor 
and several pieces of wooden boards 
delineating the location of a rectangular 
enclosure, possibly a stairwell or a bar. 
In the center of these posts a mound of 
at least 60 onion-shaped liquor bottles 
was unearthed. All of the bottles are the 
characteristic late 17th-Century En­
glish Onion Bottles, so called because of 

their shape. They are also referred to as 
“Onyx Bottles” because of the dark 
color of the glass. A number of the 
complete bottles had their corks with 
brass retaining wires still in place. Sev­
eral contained brackish liquid and four 
contained enough trapped air to propel 
them upward as they were excavated.

One comer of Room Five yielded a 
spectacular find — a unique, late- 
Stuart-period pewter tankard with a lid 
bearing four hallmarks stamped in the 
top and a molded cherub or, more 
likely, a Bacchus head thumbpiece. One 
of the four hallmarks on the lid and the 
maker's mark in the center of the inte­
rior surface.of the bottom have the 
initials “IK” within a shield. The most 
likely maker was John Kenton whose 
touchmark appears on the touch plates 
in the Pewterer’s Guildhall in London 
from 1677 to 1722.

Considering the northeast to south­
west orientation of Building One and its 
projected position in relation to the 
original harbor front and Fort James, 
we believe that this rowhouse structure 
was situated on a large lot on the south 
side of Lime Street across from the 
intersection of Lime and High Streets. 
To date we have not been able to find 
any precise information about who 
owned this property or what activities 
were carried out at the time of the 
earthquake. John Taylor, who visited 
Port Royal in 1688, wrote a vivid 
account of everyday life in the city. In 
his manuscript he states that this land 
was formerly owned by the King and 
that there were fish and meat markets 
along Lime Street. The real estate re­
cords for 1692 have not been found, and 
archival research to date has not con­
firmed the name of the individual(s) 
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who held title to this particular block of 
land at the time of the earthquake. At 
various times ownership has been attrib­
uted to John Mann, James Bonham, 
Ann Thorne, James Galloway and 
Roger Hill. It is hoped that ultimately 
the tax records will help answer the 
question of ownership and use of Build­
ing One in 1692. As is often the case, 
however, archaeological data may have 
to provide the answers.

The results of the past two seasons' 
research have confirmed our belief that 
the archaeological potential of Port 
Royal is unparalleled. On most historic 
sites many of the questions relating to 
social class, role and ethnoreligious dif­
ferences, food habits, development of 
local trade and architectural styles are 
difficult, if not impossible, to answer. 
As part of a catastrophic site, each 
building at Port Royal and the artifac- 
tual material contained therein was in 
use until the moment the earth fell from 
under the city and the walls caved in.

The potential to reconstruct the activi­
ties of each room and capture the spirit 
of the people who occupied them is 
unique.

Beneath the waters of the harbor, 
there are hundreds of submerged build­
ings with a wealth of architectural data 
and in situ artifacts which will help 
reconstruct life in Port Royal in 1692 
and define the city’s relationship with 
the Americas, the expanding British 
colonies and Europe at the close of the 
17th Century. The importance of this 
site demands continued thorough, well 
controlled and detailed investigation to 
reveal Port Royal’s archaeological and 
historical potential. The work has just 
begun and will continue for years to 
come. And when the 3OOth anniversary 
of the sinking of Port Royal occurs in 
1992 — which is also the quincentennial 
celebration of Columbus’ discovery of 
America — we will know much more 
about Port Royal and its contribution 
to history.

CLAMMED UP FOR 30 YEARS
By Dwight 

AS ST. BRIGID’S Separate School 
in Ottawa, Ontario, was being 

torn down, the foundation walls of the 
fire-gutted structure yielded a surprise. 

“Mr. Norman Rusk was working on 
the thick stone-and-mortar walls, which 
had been demolished to within five feet 
of the ground, when he noticed, buried 
in the mortar in the center of the wall, a 
hard peculiar substance,” reported the 
Ottawa Journal for August 5, 1924. 
“Prying it loose, he washed it in water 
and discovered it to be a clamshell two 
inches long and one and a half inches 
wide. But, more wonderful still, the 
clam showed signs of life, for the edges 
of the shell were wet and sticky. A 
further test showed that life was not 
extinct. The shell, placed in water,

Whalen 
opened slightly, and for 10 hours bub­
bles rose from the shell, even after it 
had been removed from the pail and 
placed in a jar of water.

“Mr. Rusk notified officials of Vic­
toria Museum... who expressed great 
surprise at the tale and some incredu­
lity. However, this morning the shell is 
being taken to the Museum... and it will 
be subjected to examination and placed 
among the curiosities in the building.

“It is over 30 years since the walls of 
the school building were built and the 
only solution offered is that the clam 
was in the sand or water at the time of 
construction and was sealed in the wall. 
That it should continue to live for three 
decades in its cold sarcophagus is... 
quite unexplainable.”



By Alijandra Mogilner

YANKEES — who have little grasp 
of the Mesoamerican’s respect for 
the supernatural — take the word bruja 

to mean simply “witch.” But in Mexico 
this word may signify much more — for 
example, a healer or even a full-fledged 
sorceress who can become invisible, 
change form and talk to animals. My 
own encounter with a bruja in 1968 
haunts me still.

In the days before I became a wife 
and mother, I was an archaeologist. I 
scratched out a marginal living in Mex­
ico going from dig to dig. But my avoca­
tion, which made my meager life-style 

Everywhere 1 went in Mexico I found 
deep respect for the supernatural.

A lawyer in Rosarita Beach literally 
ran away from me when 1 related that 1 
had been looking for Santa Yisabel, one 
of the “lost missions” founded by Fran­
ciscan priests during the early coloniza­
tion and conversion of Mexico. Several 
were located on obscure sites of mines 
— silver, gold or precious gems — and 
Santa Yisabel is one of these. When the 
Jesuits replaced the Franciscans, the 
earlier priests stored their earthly trea­
sures in these obscure missions and 
charged local tribes with protecting 
them. Legends of curses and other 
occult protection grew up and a modern

HOWTO 
KILL A WITCH

Something was stealing the chickens — 
something with the body of an animal and the soul of a woman?

worthwhile, was knowing and working 
with the Mexican people. 1 don’t mean 
the mestizos, those who are more Euro­
pean than Mexican. My passion was for 
the people of the land, the descendants 
of the great pre-Columbian civilizations 
whose spiritual knowledge had burned 
brighter than any in Europe, then gut­
tered and died at the hands of the Span­
ish conquerors.

1 have taught Toltecs at a mission 
school high up in the Valley of Mexico, 
fought lily-clogged waterways in 
Mayan country and helped hide black 
gold from the Federates in Puebla. 

lawyer’s reaction to the mention of 
Santa Yisabel shows their effectiveness.

Yaquis told me that their ancestors 
still guarded the lost gold mine and mis­
sion of Tayopa in Sonora. And in 
Puebla in early 1970, 1 was a witness 
when a priest and 10 of his students 
were literally held prisoners in a one- 
room school white a deep howling noise 
shook the adobe building. 1 tried to 
open the door but it wouldnH budge. 
The girls cried that it would do no good 
because this had happened before and 
no one could open the door until the 
“devil” went away. The students 
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huddled together while the very pale 
priest held up his crucifix and prayed in 
a loud voice. After about five minutes 
the howling stopped and although we 
had felt and seen the walls shaking, the 
school apparently sustained no structur­
al damage.

The Zapotecs were an exception to 
this general recognition of the super­
natural. They seemed to respect and 
accept other natives’ beliefs but 
eschewed any sign of superstition them­
selves. The Zapotecs have always been 
known to be firmly entrenched in real­
ity. They were fierce fighters and the 
only tribe the Aztecs could not conquer. 
(The great freedom fighter and first 
president of Mexico, Benito Juarez, 
was a Zapotec.)

Nevertheless, I expected to hear 
legends of how the gods had helped the 
Zapotecs in their centuries-old struggle 
against Montezuma, the last Aztec em­
peror. Instead, the people laughed and 
$howed me drawings of the danzantes, 
writhing figures dripping with blood, 
drawn on altars at Monte Alban. 
Archaeologists have fought over their 
meaning for years, a controversy the 
native population finds extremely com­
ical. The solution is simple. Instead of 
cutting out the heart of a captured war­
rior, sending him instantly to heaven, 
the Zapotecs cut off his genitals and let 
him bleed to death. Rather than pursue 
such an enemy the Aztecs left them 
alone.

In 1967 I was working as a photog­
rapher with a large, well-financed crew 
exploring Monte Alban. That summer 
we moved to Mitla, a small town just 
north of the temple site. This was Dan 
Zue, the place of the people, where the 
ancients had lived. It was still home to 

their descendants. The graves of their 
ancestors held no threat for the Zapo­
tecs and they lived close by the ruins.

The people of Mitla enjoyed an 
almost communal type of existence. 
Wherever the village children happened 
to be at mealtime they were fed. A catch 
of fresh fish was shared with everyone, 
even our crew at the hotel. My laundry 
was often added to that of one or 
another family because the women were 
sorry that I had to “work.” It was a 
quiet, idyllic life and some of us on the 
crew talked about building adobes and 
settling down there.

One day Dona Juano, the owner of 
the hotel, grumbled to me about “the 
bruja” stealing chickens again. This 
surprised me because I had never heard 
anyone mention a bruja. The idea of a 
bruja acting as more than a healer flew 
in the face of everything I had learned.

Within a week several others had 
joined Dona Juano in her complaint. 
Stealing chickens is a serious matter in 
Mitla — as it is almost anywhere out­
side Mexico’s urban areas. Chickens 
are more valuable than hard cash. In­
land, where the diet is primarily vege­
tarian, they provide meat. On the coast 
where Mitla is located, they provide a 
welcome change from fish. Most im­
portant, they provide eggs. Eggs could 
be eaten or sold when the need for 
money arose. Women need eggs to 
make pan dulces, the traditional sweet 
breads popular throughout Mexico.

Although I had lived in the village for 
some time, I saw the old woman they 
called a bruja for the first time in late 
summer of 1968. Dona Juano pointed 
her out to me, saying that the old 
woman had the power to change herself 
into a coyote. In that form she had been
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stealing the chickens. But Dona Juano 
quickly added that there would be no 
more chickens missing from Mitla. The 
Zapotec village council had warned the 
bruja and the people were prepared to 
defend their property.

Everything was quiet for several 
weeks thereafter. The villagers stayed 
closeted in their homes after dark. 
Celebrations and saint’s days went by 
with little recognition — most unusual 
in a Mexican village. Such quietness is 
almost ominous because these people 
will take any excuse for a celebration, 
events that usually involve the whole 
town.

About a month after Dona Juano 
had said there would be no more 
chicken-stealing, the sound of gunfire 
awakened me at two o’clock in the 
morning. 1 learned the next day that 
Juan Carlos, who worked with our 
crew, had fired his rifle at a coyote 
which was trying to break into his 
chicken pen. He said he was sure the 
coyote had been wounded in the left 
shoulder and it had limped off to the 
north — in the direction of the old bru- 
ja’s home.

Breakfast was late at the hotel that 
morning because the villagers, includ­
ing our hostess, had gone out to visit the 
bruja. Dona Juano reported that when 
they arrived the old woman had an­
swered their summons while hiding her 
left shoulder behind the door. When the 
villagers insisted she come out, the 
shoulder wore a fresh bandage. That
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being all the proof they needed, the men 
took the woman out and shot her.

Dona Juano assured me that the 
coyote would no longer prey bn Mitla’s 
chickens. She was quite correct.



In amazement and wonder I looked at my dear wife, 
back from the dead after 30 years with a chilling prophecy.
By Robert Weinstein

LAST NIGHT I saw Ruth. She sud­
denly and unexpectedly returned to 
me in my dream.

My wife Ruth has been dead for over 
25 years. Since the day she died I have 
not been able to picture her face at any 
time, asleep or awake. Nor have 1 been 
able to recall in picture form any part of 
our life together. Now, for the first time, 
she reappeared in my dream.

Of course, what happened that long- 
ago March 14, 1957, when Ruth died, 
was that her cancer had been so pro­
longed and so horrible that my mind 
shut down, blocking out all memory of 
her. I could talk about her and re­
member incidents from our life together 
but 1 could not picture her. I could stare 
at her photograph but when I turned 
away I could not see again in my mind's 
eye her sweet pretty face.

When the children were very young. 
Sari three and Larry seven, and spoke 
of their departed mother, 1 felt that all 
the things they remembered had not 
happened to us but rather to some other 
family we had known in the past. There 
was a detachment or gap between the 
life we had lived together and what 
remained after she was gone.

Now, as a sort of distant, foggy 
memory, I recall that our children grew 
up, left home and were well launched on 
their own successful careers and lives. A 
generation after she died, Ruth became 
a grandmother and I a grandfather, 
when our daughter Sari had a baby girl, 
Jodi.

Yet, in my dream, when Ruth at last 
appeared to me on the 25th anniversary 
of her death, she was again a pretty 
young girl as she was when 1 first met 
her. I have no explanation for how this 
was possible. Where had the memories 
been all those years? Locked in some 
dark corner or recess of my mind, hid­
den beyond my powers to call them out. 
Perhaps something triggered my 
memory, jolted my cerebral circuits, 
causing her image to burst forth in 
freshness and clarity, bridging the years.

I do not believe in the supernatural or 
ghosts or even in life after death or any­
thing else that defies natural law, but I 
must admit that sometimes things 
happen that cast some doubt on my 
beliefs. All I am saying now is that 
something happened in my brain dur­
ing my sleep. I am the first to deny that 
any sort of miracle occurred or that 
there is no rational explanation for 
what happens when we are asleep. I am

45



46 FATE

simply saying that I saw Ruth in my 
dream and she spoke to me in my 
dream; we communicated and when I 
awoke I recalled everything that had 
transpired in my dream.

1 am relating this as simply as I can. 1 
am not trying to interpret my dream or 
look for hidden meanings. I am not try­
ing to make the dream more significant 
than it was. I am just saying that my 
mind encountered some sort of inner 
vision. I leave it to the analysts to make 
whatever interpretations they wish. I 
deal only in hard reality.

I can’t prove any of what I am writing 
down. To a tough mind like mine, this is 
disturbing.

Some people may think what hap­
pened was some sort of love story or 
something equally silly. That can’t be. 1 
am an old man, admittedly gruff and 
certainly not sentimental or soft in any 
way. 1 was in business for over 50 years 
and I pride myself on being a realist. I 
dealt in hard, practical matters. The 
years molded me into the kind of man 1 
am. I am not denying that the dream 
happened; I am just trying to put it in its 
proper perspective, to give it proper 
value. 1 do not want the dream to 
appear to be anything more than it 
actually was, some kind of mental aber­
ration that can happen when you are 
asleep and your defenses are down.

Perhaps if a brain-wave recorder or 
some such device had been connected to 
my head, the machine might have re­
corded some unusual activity. Perhaps 
some day someone will invent a “black 
box” which will record the voltage, 
amperage and frequencies of the brain’s 
activity while we sleep and make it pos­
sible to play back the dream on a screen 
at a later date. But there goes my practi­

cal mind, trying to convert fantasies 
into reality, into products. But I assure 
you the dream happened. It is as real to 
me as the sun, the skies, the trees.

Dreams are commonplace. I fre­
quently have vivid, memorable dreams, 
sometimes in color. I trained my mind 
years ago to remember my dreams by 
the simple expedient of repeating over 
and over again before 1 dropped off to 
sleep, “1 will remember my dreams. I 
will remember my dreams.” 1 had read 
this method of remembering dreams in 
a scientific book somewhere. After a 
while it became second nature for me to 
recall my dreams and it was not neces­
sary to make any special effort to do so. 
This idea did not work all the time, I 
hasten to add, but it worked enough 
times to satisfy me that the brain can 
and does retain dreams. Probably every 
dream is recorded somewhere in the 
brain, like data entered into a comput­
er, to lie dormant just like other memo­
ries, until triggered into recall by some­
thing, sometime.

I also have nightmares about my 
experiences in the 20th Air Force dur­
ing World War 11, specifically the 313th 
Wing based on Tinian in the Marianas. 
I am not unduly disturbed by these wild 
dreams. I accept them with a sort of wry 
humor. 1 surely do not place any special 
significance on them. I have been as­
sured at the VA hospital that night­
mares are quite common to war 
veterans.

Sometimes in the past I have waked 
with pounding heart and racing pulse, 
shaking and afraid, but I have shrugged 
off these violent dreams by telling my­
self, “It was only a nightmare. What I 
dreamed about happened a long time 
ago and cannot harm me now.”



LAST NIGHT I DREAMED OF RUTH 47

Yet my dream of Ruth had a special 
bizarre, eerie quality which disturbed 
and puzzled me greatly. It was some­
thing Ruth said to me in the dream. I 
could not grasp the meaning of her 
words. I see now that I have fallen into 
the trap of accepting the dream as real­
ity. Does a dream have a real existence? 
Was I being warned? Has something 
already been decided, somewhere, 
events beyond my ability to compre­
hend? Is there a time element in dreams? 
I do not know if there is a serious mes­
sage in the dreams, especially in what 
Ruth told me at the very end, in her last 
words.

In my dream Ruth was there in front 
of me as if she had always been there. 
She did not suddenly appear or come 
into view or approach gradually. I can­
not explain what happened — dreams 
are a special weird world of their own 
and must be accepted on their own 
terms. Ruth was just there as if it were 
the most natural thing in the world, 
despite the many years that had elapsed 
since she died. In the dream I accepted 
her appearance calmly and naturally, as 
if I had expected her. She was there; I 
was there. There was no setting; we 
were not in any place. There were just 
the two of us in a world void of every­
thing else.

• • •

AT THE TIME of her death Ruth 
had wasted away. The bones of her 
face and body had protruded horribly, 

pushing against the sallow skin. My 
poor Ruth was not a pretty sight as she 
lay unconscious most of the time during 
the latter stages of the disease because 
of the massive dosages of morphine that 
were administered by the nurse who 
tended her during the day or injected by 

me the rest of the time.
I still remember with horror how 

black and blue Ruth’s arms and body 
were from the frequent stabbings of the 
hypodermic needle. I cannot picture 
them but the horror is still there. Her 
body was so wasted that sometimes it 
was difficult to find a place that was 
suitable for injection.

But in my dream Ruth was in the full 
bloom of young womanhood, healthy, 
vivacious, brimming with personality 
and vitality, exactly as she had been in 
the earlier days of our marriage. I 
would say that she appeared to be in her 
late 20’s or early 30’s in the dream, 
although at the time of her death she 
was 45.

Now here is a curious thing: I was my 
present self, a crusty old man of 71 
years, perhaps still alert but neverthe­
less an old man. 1 do not know how this 
could be but Ruth instantly recognized 
me as if I had not aged. Even before she 
spoke Ruth kissed me. I do not re­
member how she was dressed but it 
seems to me it was in something simple. 
In life Ruth always liked purple because 
it was becoming to her and because I 
like it. In the dream I was not cognizant 
of color of any kind. I think now that 
there had to be colors in the dream but I 
was not aware of them.

Ruth simply leaned forward, smiled 
faintly and brushed my lips with hers. It 
was not a passionate or long kiss but 
simply a touching of her parted lips 
against mine. I was passive, my eyes 
open in apparent surprise. A dream is 
remarkable in that the sleeping person 
sees and hears and experiences all that 
transpires although his eyes are closed. 
No words are spoken aloud and what­
ever he thinks is happening is really 
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only in his own mind.

It did occur to me that there was no 
smell of perfume. In life Ruth always 
used a touch of some perfume that gave 
me pleasure. We had many a laugh over 
that and she thought I was rather silly 
over that perfume. In the dream there 
was no perfume. Odd that such an inte­
gral part of her personality should be 
missing. Or is there no sense of smell in 
dreams? There is so much I do not 
know.

After the. kiss Ruth and I gazed at 
each other for a moment. At least it 
seemed like only a moment but in 
dreams the time factor varies. Perhaps 
an hour passed, perhaps a split second. 
I am giving my best recollection. It is 
difficult to be precise about a dream.

My expression was of amazement 
and wonder. Ruth wore an amused, 
knowing, delighted smile, like someone 
who knows she has surprised you and is 
getting great pleasure out of your 
amazement. My mind, in the dream, 
was completely blank for a time after 
the kiss.

You would think that I would have 
had a thousand questions, that my 
astonishment would find expression. 
After all, many years had elapsed. But I 
was not in control of my senses and 
dreams do not follow any rational pat­
tern. There is an air of acceptance in 
dreams. What is happening seems per­
fectly reasonable.

I spoke first, after I know not how 
much time had passed. It was as if we 
had met in an ordinary way in real life.

I said, "Ruth!” in a surprised and 
inquisitive tone, indicating that Ruth’s 
appearance was unexpected but still 
accepted by me. It seemed to me that 
Ruth was pleased by the surprise on my 

face, for she smiled her charming smile 
a bit more broadly, just as she had in 
real life whenever she prepared a sur­
prise for me. That had been a great 
delight of mine, the many little surprises 
my Ruth had prepared for me. She did 
not respond immediately to my calling 
out her name.

It occurred to me that Ruth showed 
no shock or disappointment at my age 
and appearance. Remember, I was only 
45 at the time she was stricken. Cer­
tainly 1 was then of a more youthful 
appearance than I am now. Instead, 
Ruth seemed to accept my balding 
head, my craggy face, all the signs of age 
that had inevitably appeared.

She stood silently before me, graceful 
and slim as she had always been. I sup­
pose I could not dream of her differ­
ently. Certainly, if I had any choice, I 
would have wanted her to appear just as 
she appeared in my dream. I want to 
add that, in this dream, there were no 
wraithlike forms, no nebulous misty 
shapes, no bloodcurdling sounds. Ruth 
was as she had been in her youth and I 
was as I am now. No daily, ordinary 
things were included; nothing else 
existed in that vacuum of a dream but 
Ruth and me.

I last heard Ruth speak over 25 years 
ago; yet, when she spoke for the first 
time in the dream, her voice was in­
stantly recognizable. It had the same 
tone, expression and timbre as long 
ago. It was curious that I was taking 
part in the dream and yet, observing 
clinically all that happened, I was a part 
of the dream and at the same time 
detached.

I would have recognized Ruth’s voice 
even if I had not seen her. She spoke 
softly, as always, and I had no difficulty 
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understanding her. I cannot say I heard 
her because it is obvious there was no 
actual voice. Nevertheless I heard her 
words, “Bob, you did a wonderful job 
with the children.” An ordinary every­
day statement made during a remark­
able dream.

I MUST inteiject here what I think
was a small oddity in the incident. I 

rtíust include it because it happened but 
it had no place in the dream, no connec­
tion with what was happening. Perhaps 
it did not even make sense. But in 
dreams we have no control; the dream 
controls us.

One time in a deep sleep I dreamed 1 
was walking along a road and met some 
people I knew. “What are you doing 
here?” one asked. “You are far from 
home.”

I replied, “I am not far from home. I 
am asleep in my own bed. This is only a 
dream.”

And so in this dream of Ruth I must 
include the extraneous thought I had in 
my dream although I do not see what it 
has to do with what was happening. It 
flashed through my mind that if only I 
had a tape recorder I could capture 
Ruth’s voice on tape. What a curious, 
erroneous thought to have in a dream. 
There were, of course, no real voices. A 
tape would have been blank. Perhaps 
subconsciously I wanted to capture and 
hold part of the dream. The thought 
about the tape recorder flashed through 
my mind and promptly disappeared. I 
really do not understand the workings 
of the mind.

I spoke to Ruth again. My voice was 
not the gruff harsh voice I now have but 
held the tender, loving tone I had 
always used with her. “The children 

were so young when you died, Ruth,” I 
said. “I didn4 know what to do. I did 
the best I could. Your cousin Helen 
offered to take the kids but I knew you 
wouldn4 want me to give them up.”

Ruth showed no shock when I said 
she had died. She replied in her silken 
voice, “I helped you as much as 1 could. 
I was always there when you really 
needed me."

“Were you?” I asked. “1 sometimes 
felt that something from outside was 
helping me as 1 muddled through the 
meals, the laundry, the kids’ schooling, 
all the problems I had, besides my busi­
ness problems. Oh, I sold our house 
after the kids had graduated college and 
left.”

“Yes,” Ruth said, smiling serenely, “I 
know.”

I added, “Sometimes I thought I was 
being helped by my mother or father. I 
kept getting lucky breaks whenever di­
saster threatened. The children were so 
healthy and cooperative and loving. 
They did so well, even when I was all 
broken up with grief. I couldn’t under­
stand how I was managing to get 
along."

Ruth smiled. “I know,”she said again.
I went on, “I didn’t ever think it was 

your help I was getting because some­
thing happened to my mind after you 
went away. I couldn’t picture you or 
remember much about you. The doctor 
said the shock of your death had been 
too much for me. Blanking out my 
memory was how my mind protected 
itself. Otherwise I’d have gone crazy."

“Yes, I know,” Ruth said, nodding 
slightly in her familiar way. “I under­
stood. I couldn’t do everything I wanted 
to do for the children and you but I did 
all I could.”
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I nodded. “1 sent the kids through 

college,” I said. “They did well. They 
got degrees. We prospered too because 
the business went well. There was al­
ways enough money. Was that you, 
Ruth, who guided me, showed me the 
way?”

“Not all the time,” Ruth replied. “1 
could do only so much. There are rules, 
there are limits. Mostly 1 tried to put 
thoughts in your head. You did the 
rest.”
“Was that how it happened?” I 

wondered.
Ruth nodded and said, “Now I must 

go. There is one more thing that I must 
tell you. That is what 1 really came to 
say.”

In the dream I stood mute as Ruth 
told me the reason she had come back 
to me in my dream. Then she was gone. 
She did not fade away in a puff of swirl­
ing smoke but was suddenly gone—just 
not there any more.

In the instant that she was gone, I 
awoke. It was morning. I recalled every­

thing in all the detail I have written 
down. There is no question in my mind 
that the dream happened and that in the 
dream we kissed and spoke as I have 
recorded here.

But now a lot of questions come to 
my mind. Why didn't I tell Ruth that I 
have always loved her and love her still? 
Why didnH I ask if she would come to 
me again in future dreams? How did my 
mind reconstruct her face and body so 
that she was beautiful again?

Also I wonder what the effect of the 
dream will be. Am I now released from 
the grip of the emptiness, the void, the 
blankness that have enveloped me since 
her death? Is death not final after all?

I must consider also what Ruth said 
she had really come back to tell me, 
what she said was the real purpose of 
her nocturnal visit.

Before she disappeared she whispered 
softly, “You will be with me soon.”

Was this all a foolish dream? Or have 
I received a genuine message from the 
next world?

“ARISE, О OX” 
By Anthony Lawrence

ACCORDING to the Pentateuch 
(Exodus 13:19), Moses recovered 
the bones of Joseph in Egypt and the 

Children of Israel carried them during 
the Exodus to be reburied in the Prom­
ised Land. But there is no reference in 
any current version of the Old Testa­
ment as to the way Moses acquired the 
remains of Joseph, who died and was 
buried in Egypt. There is, however, an 
ancient legend to be found in the 
pseudepigrapha (ancient mystical liter­
ature) which relates how Moses found 
Joseph's casket. Some scholars believe 
this legend had been included origi­

nally in the Aramaic version of the Old 
Testament.

Moses is said to have written on a 
slab of wood the words, “Arise, О Ox,” 
and then to have tossed the slab into the 
waters of the Nile. No sooner had the 
slab landed on the water than the 
casket containing the bones of Joseph 
rose to the surface to be retrieved by 
Moses. It is possible that the First 
Council of Nicaea (325 Common Era) 
discarded this legend, because as it con­
tinues, it contains astrological conno­
tations — anathema according to Chris­
tian doctrine.
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LIFESAVING HUNCH 
By Ruth Gerstenkorn

A HUNCH is a feeling or premoni­
tion that something is going to 
happen. The word originates from the 

superstition that it brings good luck to 
touch the back of a hunchback.

The human race has known from its 
beginning that people periodically pos­
sess knowledge with no natural expla­
nation as to how they receive it. Unfor­
tunately many of the explanations used 
to describe extrasensory perception are 
based on superstitious nonsense — but 
please, let’s not throw out the baby with 
the bathwater.

Most intuitive hunches are mundane 
but the following incident showed me 
how this phenomenon can be of real 
benefit to me, even to my very survival.

During the summer of 1979 I was in 
real estate sales with the Red Carpet 
Realty in Fairfield, Calif. One warm 
Saturday I was assigned to be the floor 
person. As floor person 1 was responsi­
ble for servicing clients who walked into 
the office without an appointment. 

One of these clients was a neatly 
dressed man in a crisp seersucker suit 
and carrying an exotic leather briefcase. 
He sat at my desk and questioned me 
regarding the location of country prop­
erties. Mr. X asked to see two proper­
ties we had discussed. But as we talked, 
I became apprehensive and my eyes 
searched the parking lot for a friendly 
face. The flush of foreboding that comes 
when your telephone rings at three 
o’clock in the morning told me not to 
leave the office with this man. I finally

Ruth Gerstenkorn
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lied and told the customer that 1 had a 
prearranged appointment and would 
not be able to show him the property.
• Mr. X thanked me for my time, 
picked up his briefcase and left the 
office. I had a hunch that he would go to 
another office, Gallery of Homes, 
located about two blocks away. I 
watched him walk out of the office, 
picked up the phone and dialed the 
police.

1 didnH realize until the police ques­
tioned me that I had no real knowledge 
that the man was dangerous or that he 
was now in another office. Had he made 
any threats or sexual advances or be­
haved in any manner that would give 
foundation to my assertion? My sheep­
ish answer was no.

I asked the police to drive by the 
other office to make sure everything 
was okay. The officer thanked me for 
my concern, said he would make a 
record of my report and hung up the 
phone.

I felt compelled to phone the other 
office and warn them. But warn them of 
what? I wasn't sure. I couldn’t rid 
myself of the gnawing feeling that there 
was something sinister about the way 
the man held his briefcase.

My anxiety turned to panic. The 
voice at the other end of the phone con­
firmed that a man fitting my description 
was in the office at that moment, talk­
ing with one of the female salespeople. I 
asked to speak to the salesperson and 
told her under no circumstances to 
leave the office with the man, that he 
had just left my office and 1 believed he 
was dangerous.

Beads of perspiration stood out on 
my forehead. She was getting ready to 
accompany him on a tour of country 

property. But, hearing the fear in my 
voice, she promised me she would not 
go. I called the police again and blurted 
that the man was in fact at the other 
office. I begged them to drive by.

The police did send an officer to the 
Gallery of Homes, more to get me off 
their backs than to check out anything. 
But just before they arrived, Mr. X’s 
opened briefcase spilled a handgun onto 
the floor. Police questioning revealed 
the lack of a permit and they found a 
knife in the case along with the gun. A 
records check showed he was on proba­
tion for sex offenses. Mr. X would have 
harmed me or the woman in the other 
office, I’m sure.

Fortunately 1 had the hunch that, if I 
left the office with him, I would not 
return alive. 1 didn’t know that he had a 
gun or a knife. I just knew that I should 
not go with him. And I did not want the 
Gallery of Homes saleswoman to go 
either.

My hunch saved two lives. — Vaca­
ville, Calif.

DREAM-CALL TO WORK
By Bruce A. Jones

Following my retirement in
1961 as an air-traffic controller, my 

wife Edna and I moved to Fresno, 
Calif., where we designed and built our 
own home.

In 1966 1 began to work with Frank 
Hudson Plumbing Company of Fresno 
but was laid off because of the com­
pany’s lack of business.

Three months passed and I had a 
normal dream in which the company 
asked me to return to work imme­
diately. I jokingly told my wife about 
the dream as we ate breakfast. At 8:10 
the telephone rang — the plumbing
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company wanted me to return to work 
at once.

After about six months another bus­
iness slowdown necessitated my being 
laid off again.

After another six months had passed, 
I dreamed the same dream again — the 
company needed me. While Edna and I 
were talking about the dream at the 
breakfast table the next morning, the 
telephone rang and my wife said, 
“There’s your call to come back to 
work.”

It was. I spoke with the foreman 
about the two times I had dreamed of 
being asked to return to work and he 
said that both times he had tried to call 
the night before.

ESP touched me once again. — 
Sheridan, Ark.

PICTURES IN THE NIGHT
By Eileen Ledbetter

I AM an avid reader and enjoy read­
ing in bed late at night. Luckily my 

husband Patrick is a sound sleeper. 
Rustling pages and a glaring reading 
light seldom bother him.

One evening in the winter of 1979 in 
our home in Georgetown, Mass., I was 
reading International Velvet by Bryan 
Forbes. As a child I had been horse 
crazy and especially loved Enid Bag­
no Id’s novel National Velvet so 1 
wanted to read the sequel. I had just 
finished a chapter that depicted a young 
girl and her horse entering the Olympics 
arena. The girl tips her hat to thejudges 
— proper etiquette before beginning an 
event.

Just then my husband woke up and 
said, “I’ve had the strangest dream. I 
dreamed that a beautiful woman on a 
white horse rode into the bedroom. She
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was wearing a wide-brimmed hat. She 
stopped her horse at the foot of the bed, 
took off her hat and bowed to me.”

I was amazed. I told him what I had 
just read. Neither of us had ever had a 
psychic experience and I might have 
chalked up the dream to coincidence 
except for what happened the next week.

This time I was reading James 
Michener’s Tales of the South Pacific. 
The book concerns World War II but 
the chapter titled “The Landing at 
Kuralei” is the only one that actually 
describes a battle. As I was reading this 
chapter, once again Patrick awoke and 
described his dream of a fierce battle on 
a beach. What he dreamed was much 
like what I had been reading.

I still read in bed but these experi­
ences have never been repeated. Never­
theless, I often ask my husband what he 
has dreamed and he often asks what I 
have been reading. — Salem, N.H.

PLAYFUL ELEMENTALS
By JoyTerzich

Occasionally eiementais enter 
our three-dimensional space and, 
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like poltergeists, disrupt our everyday 
activities. Sometimes — as in April 
1984 in our Hibbing, Minn., home — 
their playful teasing gets entirely out of 
hand.

In their apparent affection for my 
husband Pete and me, they used the 
disappearing objects ploy. In the first 
instance I placed my favorite pin on the 
dresser with the intention of wearing it 
the next day. When morning came the 
pin was gone. A search of the bedroom 
produced nothing. I appealed to the lit­
tle ones for its return and about two 
weeks later, I almost stepped on the pin 
as I got out of bed.

During that time my husband mis­
placed his car and house keys. We 
looked everywhere and searched all of 
his pants pockets. (He searched once 
and 1 searched twice.) Luckily we had a 
spare set. Two days later I had a feeling 
that I should search a third time. I 
found the keys in the pocket of a pair of 
pants we had previously searched.

The third and final prank concerned 
my favorite pants suit. It had buttons 
with flat pearlized inserts and one had 
fallen out. I glued the insert back on the 
button and placed it on the dresser to 
dry. In the morning it was gone. An 
extra button had come with the pants 
suit and I sewed that one on.

About two weeks later, after wearing 
the pants suit again, I washed it. When 
it had been dried, I saw one of the but­
tons in the dryer. “Oh, no,” I thought. 
“Another button came off.” But check­
ing the jacket I found all the buttons 
intact. The one in the dryer had to be 
the one the elementals had snatched.

After that the tricks stopped. — Hib­
bing, Minn.

WINNING DREAM 
By Paul Barkigia

AFTER SEEING the classic film 
Treasure of the Sierra Madre, in 
which Humphrey Bogart portrays a 

down-on-his-luck character named 
Fred C. Dobbs, I had a vivid dream of 
being at the races and watching a horse 
named Fred C. Dobbs win.

I arrived for work at the Los Angeles 
County Archives about 10 minutes 
early that morning — May 7, 1975 — 
and had time to look up the race entries 
for that day at Hollywood Park. I 
stared at the newspaper in disbelief. A 
horse named Fred C. Dobbs was 
entered in the ninth race!

Paul Barkigia

I immediately went to see Eddie, a 
friend who knew a bookie, and gave 
him $10, all I could afford to gamble.

“How do you want to bet?” Eddie 
asked. “Win, place or show?”

I answered, “Bet Fred C. Dobbs to 
win.”

I finished work at 5:00 P.M. and went 
home to await the race results. At 6:00 
P.M. radio announcer Bill Garr gave 
the results of the last race at Hollywood



Park: Fred C. Dobbs was the winner, very nice profit of $61.00. — Los 
He paid $14.20 to win so I collected a Angeles, Calif.
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BACK FROM THE WAR
By Aenne Weber

IN AUGUST 1914, when World War
I started, my father Eduard Wolfert- 

shofer of Munich was drafted and had 
to leave his wife and children. His desti­
nation was France. I was less than one 
year old.

On his way he stopped to see my 
mother’s sister Anny Barth in Munich. 
He asked her, “Please help my wife and 
children. 1 am not coming back."

Shortly afterwards our grandfather 
Johann Sigi took us to his farm and 
brewery at Langqueid, Bavaria. Month 
after month Father’s mail came regu­
larly. At the end of 1915 he wrote that 
he would be coming home on vacation.

My grandfather confided to his wife 
Anna, “You will see! Eduard is not 
coming home anymore. For weeks he

Aenne and Bernard Weber
55



56 FATE

Sen belbentob fürs Satetlanb ftarb 
am 18. Slug. 1916 bei einem Sturm’ 
angriff in ben SJogefen im Sliter 

non 33 3«bwn &etr

Eduard roolfcrtsljofcr,
1. 2anb.’3nf.=?legt., 2. йотр.

endue Sieben muftle Id) BnUffen, 
Um ju jletjen In» Qelnbedanb, 
Sort mutile Id) mein Seben laffen 
Jür ®ott unb Иг ba» Satertanb. 
Йф. mlr mufclen ИЬ(ф1е6 nebmen 
Unb reldjtenun» jum lefetenmal ble &anO, 
bier fetjen mlr un* niemat» wleber, 
5>od) MM mlr'» In einem (фбпегеп Cane. 
Set (НИ. (el (HU. mein arme» berj. 
Ф» mar |a фойе» ЯВШе. [о traae bill 

ben Sdjmerj.
e«e. e«nu»4 thmfertbr. иь.

has been following me. He’s always by 
my side. But 1 don't know what he is 
trying to say.”

A few days later my mother Magda­
lena Wolfertshofer sat down at the 
breakfast table with me in her arms and 
asked, “Father, did the horses get loose 
last night or did you get a new colt? 
There was so much noise in the stable.”

Grandfather looked in Grandmoth­
er’s eyes as if to say, “This is it!”

Ten days later the German govern­
ment informed the family that my father 
had died a hero’s death on the night 
Mother heard the noise in the stable.

Two decades later, in 1932,1 got mar­
ried. I lived happily with my husband 
Dr. Edward Weber. Then World War II 
began. My husband was not drafted 

immediately but nonetheless one day he 
was called to serve at the Russian front.

For months afterwards he wrote reg­
ularly. Then suddenly the letters 
stopped coming and my letters to him 
were returned, stamped “Missing.” The 
following month, July 1944, our beauti­
ful home, along with my mother’s was 
destroyed in the American bombing of 
Munich.

We fled to the small town of Hausen 
in Bavaria, where 1 received official 
confirmation that my husband was miss­
ing.

I felt in my heart that my dear hus­
band was dead but I did not want to 
believe it.

One morning my six-year-old son 
Bernhard came down the steps looking 
in every corner for his dad. When I said, 
“You know Vati is not here,”he ignored 
me. “Vati, where are you hiding?” he 
called. “1 know you’re home!”

Turning to me, he said, “Mutti, Vati 
stood by my bed. He had a big hole in 
his forehead and his arm was hurt, 
hanging down. 1 jumped up at once to 
hug him but he was gone so quickly.”

When I insisted he had been dream­
ing, he responded adamantly, “No, I 
was awake and I saw Vati.”

In 1950, when my husband was offi­
cially declared dead, I got a letter from 
his sister Anne Weber from Vilsbiburg, 
Bavaria. In it she wrote, “Shortly before 
he was missing, he sent me his wedding 
band and wanted me to give it to you ‘at 
the right moment.’ ” — Mexico, Mo.

IN TIME OF NEED
By Cathy Ann Cuccia

ON VETERAN’S Day in 19841 had 
an urge to telephone my grand­

mother Natalie Burton who lives in
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Glenview, Ill. When I called she was 
crying. She was upset about the Vietnam 
veterans and the troubles they were still 
going through. She was also grieving for 
the men missing or still being held in 
Vietnam. I tried to calm her but when 
I hung up the phone I still hadn’t 
succeeded in getting her to stop crying.

That night when I went to bed I felt 
relaxed and was soon asleep. But then 
I seemed to sit up and, turning my head, 
saw my body sleeping. As 1 looked 
toward the foot of the bed I saw my 
grandfather Leonard Burton who had 
died on July 20, 1975. In that first 
instant I felt he knew I now have a 
husband and son. Still I felt pressed to 
tell him of something urgent. I ex­
plained to him that Grandma was upset 
and I felt she needed him. Suddenly he 
was gone. I lay back down and slept 
without dreams.

The next day 1 called my grandmother 
again, this time to tell her what had 
happened. Before I could relate my 
experience she was telling me hers.

She had gone to sleep still feeling 
upset. .Her bed started to shake as if 
someone were nudging it with his legs. 
When this woke her, she saw my grand­
father standing next to her bed. The 
conversation they had was without 
spoken words, just as mine had been.

My grandmother and I may live thou­
sands of miles apart but we believe my 
grandfather’s love is still with us and 
keeps us close to each other.— Dunedin, 
Fla.

DAN’S LAST GOOD-BYE 
By Andree Owen MY HUSBAND Wade, Dan Mur­

ray and 1 had been inseparable 
friends for six years. Dan was a pain­

fully shy young man, somehow inca­
pable of adjusting to the unkind world 
we live in. For years he talked about 
committing suicide and at one time he 
even told Wade what to do with his 
belongings when the time came. He 
talked about it so freely that we got used 
to hearing all about his plans for ending 
his life, the way he planned to do it, 
everything. We sometimes even laughed 
together when he talked about it in a 
humorous mood. Although depressed 
half the time, he saw humor in many 
things.

About 5:00 P.M. on March 6, 1980, 
the phone rang and it was Dan. He had 
a habit of calling us every night. I would 
talk with him until Wade came back 
from work around 5:00 to 5:30 but this 
night his voice sounded very different. 
It was trembling as he said to me, 
“You’ll never guess what happened to 
me!"

I jokingly replied, “Oh, you met a 
nice girl. Or you found a wallet."

The line was silent and I felt he was 
serious this time. He said, “I got mugged 
and my head is bleeding a lot....” He 
started to cry. He said the muggers had 
stolen some of his very dear jewelry. 
“Anyway,” he went on, “1 don4 feel like 
talking right now. I’ll sleep....”

I hung up but the phone rang almost 
immediately again. It was Dan again 
and he said, “Could you do me a favor?” 
I agreed and he added, “If the police or 
anyone calls and asks about me, tell 
them I was coherent when I called you.” 
1 asked what that meant but he brushed 
me off impatiently, saying, “Just do it!”

1 could see he wasn’t himself, so I 
said, “All right, whatever you say.”

When Wade came back from work, I 
told him about the strange call, so he 
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phoned Dan about 5:15 and Dan 
sounded different to him, too. Usually 
he would hold us on the phone for 
hours. He talked a lot and was the ner­
vous type. But that night he simply said, 
“Listen, I’m really bummed out. My 
head hurts and 1 just want to sleep and 
forget everything.” And he said good­
bye.

Wade and I slept on the floor on a 
mattress. 1 slept on the side closest to 
the bedroom door. In the middle of the 
night something woke me. It was dark 
but I felt a strange presence. 1 looked up 
at the doorway and saw a tall man 
standing there.

I said, “Wade, you woke me up! You 
know I hate it when you stare at me!”

The figure disappeared. 1 put my 
head back down and as I rolled over I 
bumped against Wade who mumbled, 
“What’s happening?”

1 realized he had been lying next to 
me all that time, so 1 tried to tell him 
what had happened but he just went 
back to sleep. It took me quite awhile to 
go back to sleep.

The next morning the police came to 
the door to tell us that our friend Dan 
Murray had shot himself in the head the 
night before. We found out later that 
the time of death was right after Wade 
and he had talked on the phone. And I 
just know that it was he who came to 
our bedroom door to say good-bye. 
When he came we didn’t yet know that 
he had committed suicide. 1 know in my 
heart that his soul lives on and we will 
meet again. — Miami, Fla.

IN LIVING COLOR
By William R. Garcia

IT WAS about three o’clock one 
afternoon in March 1927 when 1 told 

Olive Goldberger, my aunt, that 1 was 
going to my room to rest. She was pre­
paring dinner so I was excused.

No sooner had 1 lain down than 1 felt 
a chill wind coming through the win­
dow. I know I was not asleep, not even 
dozing, when a picture the size of a 
modern 25-inch television screen ap­
peared on the wall in front of me about 
six feet from the floor. The picture, in 
unimaginably vibrant color, was that of 
a beautiful young woman.

Her hair was combed in a pompa­
dour style and she looked to be 19 or 20 
years old. But I was most struck by the 
sparkling color in the image — exactly 
as we now receive a color picture on a 
good television screen.

In the meantime I was scared stiff. 1 
didn’t know what was happening to me. 
When I felt 1 could not move I started to 
scream at the top of my voice — but I 
learned later that no one in the house 
heard a sound.

Just as the picture faded, 1 saw myself 
in miniature lying on the floor of my 
great-uncle’s house, some distance away 
from where 1 was staying with Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo Goldberger, Olive’s parents. 
Then I saw my great-uncle walk right 
through me as he said to his wife, “Let’s 
go over to Leo’s house.” She smiled and 
agreed.

I was finally released from whatever 
had held me immobile. I jumped up and 
ran into the kitchen and asked Olive 
why no one had come to my room when 
1 screamed. She said no one had heard 
anything coming from my room. Then I 
described to her what 1 had just gone 
through.

She smiled and told me to wait in the 
kitchen. She had something to show 
me. She came back with a large picture, 
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in color, and asked if this was the girl 1 
had seen. It was — the same face, the 
same hair, the same smile and the same 
brilliant coloring. Olive then told me 
that the girl was Carmela, her sister who 
had died the previous winter. The bed­
room I was now occupying had been 
Carmela’s.

I also told Olive about my great­
uncle's imminent arrival at our house. 
Half an hour later, he and his wife 
came. — Los Angeles, Calif.

POWER STRUGGLE
By Naomi Miller

FROM 1903 to 1962 the Victorian 
Hospital served the city of Kaslo in 
British Columbia. During July and 

August 1960 I was on the staff as a 
summer relief nurse.

One night, shortly after 1 reported for 
duty on the midnight to 8:00 A.M. shift, 
a patient’s bell rang. “I’ll take it," I told 
my aide as 1 started down the hall.

It was Mrs. Smythe who had rung. 
She was an elderly invalid who abso­
lutely refused to use a bedpan. To 
transport her we nurses used a small 
wheelchair which was actually only a 
dining room chair with casters. It had 
belonged to a Mrs. McPhee who used it 
in her home until her death in 1955. 
Thereafter her husband had donated 
the homemade wheelchair to the 
hospital.

I went to Mrs. Smythe’s room, helped 
her sit up, put on her bathrobe and 
slippers and slide awkwardly into the 
wheelchair. 1 left her in the bathroom 
and withdrew to the dimly-lighted cor­
ridor, returning for her when the bell 
tinkled. To my astonishment, the 
wheelchair had another occupant — a

Naomi Miller

dignified woman sitting erect with arms 
folded across her chest. Her grey hair 
was neatly braided and pinned coronet­
style atop her head. As Mrs. Smythe 
began to lower herself into the wheel­
chair, the ghost leaned forward, placed 
her hand firmly on Mrs. Smythe’s but­
tock and pushed. My patient straight­
ened, swung around and glowered at 
me, ready to protest loudly. Her face 
paled when she saw the ghost. Both of 
us watched as the erstwhile active vision 
floated upward, fading into a cloudlike 
vapor and vanishing through the ceil­
ing. Mrs. Smythe .was silent as I helped 
her back to bed.

I had recognized the ghost. She was 
the woman who had played the organ in 
the United Church when 1 was a little 
girl. Checking with old-timers in the 
town, I learned the organist was Mrs. 
McPhee. I also learned that Mrs. 
McPhee and Mrs. Smythe had vied for 
leadership of the United Church 
Women’s Group for many years.

Mrs. McPhee had returned to defend 
her wheelchair from her aging rival. — 
Wasa, B.C., Canada.



Boris Ermolaev, one of Russia’s most imaginative young film directors, demonstrates 
his unique talents only to serious scientists, among them Venyamin Pushkin, a 
psychology professor at Moscow University, where he started carefully-controlled, 
government-authorized testing of the psychic as long ago as the early 1970’s.

Soviet Psychic Ermolaev...

MASTER
OF MIND
OVER MATTER
Science has as yet no way to explain such mysteries
as Ermolaev’s ability to suspend objects — even people — in midair.
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Parti
By Henry Gris and William Dick
From the book The New Soviet Psychic Discoveries 
by Henry Gris and William Dick
•1978 by Henry Gris and William Dick 
Published by Prentice-Hall. Inc. 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.

THE OFFICE of Luisa Georgyevna 
Nikitina of the foreign affairs 
department of Literary Gazette was at 

the far end of a long, poorly-lit dingy 
corridor on the top floor of a down-at- 
the-heels Moscow building. It was 
small, its walls badly in need of a 
repapering job, the furnishings sparse 
even by Soviet standards. But it had a 
visitors’ comer of sorts—a low table 
with a few wooden chairs around it— 
making Nikitina’s an obvious place to 
welcome guests. Much to our surprise, 
she was young and rather attractive, 
although she made little of her good 
looks.

This occasion was our first visit to 
the weekly newpaper that had set out 
to do a hatchet job on Russia’s own 
psychics—especially on its telepathists— 
and was primarily responsible for Soviet 
parapsychologists’ loss of face at home. 
While still in America, we had heard 
about the Literary Gazette’s own 
experiments in the area of parapsy­
chology. We decided to find out what 
this baiting was all about. Had the paper 
really managed to discredit Russian 
telepathists by, for instance, “dis­
proving” beyond a shadow of a doubt 
their claim they could read thoughts at 
a distance of hundreds of miles? Our 
request for a meeting had been instantly 
approved. Obviously, the orders to 
accommodate us were explicit.

Nikitina’s desk was dominated by a 

giant old-fashioned typewriter of the 
kind long extinct in the United States 
but still very much in use in the Soviet 
Union. She rose from behind it and 
motioned us to meet her colleagues Efim 
Demoushkin and Viktor Ladyshev, 
both of the science department.

We had made it a point to be exactly 
on time, having learned from previous 
experiences that it was expected of us, 
and of them. The two men had beaten 
us to the time clock in a similar 
endeavor to be on time. This is the game 
you have to play in the Soviet Union: 
kill each other with precision. Both sides 
pretend that punctuality is an integral 
part of their existence. It is only after 
you miss out once or twice, they being 
late and in return you being late, that 
you know rapport has been established. 
You are friends—friends can afford to 
be late.

The two men, wearing business suits 
and ties, jumped to their feet, bland 
expressions on their faces. “We had been 
talking about you,” Luisa Georgyevna 
said, trying out a thin smile. It was very 
formal. We shook hands and sat down.

After the preliminary introductions 
we fully expected a polite clash. But on 
that gray, raw morning in Moscow, we 
hardly suspected that the very govern­
ment newspaper picked to attack Soviet 
psychic researchers would help us find 
Russia’s most exciting psychic, whose 
incredible powers made him possibly the 
greatest in the entire world—the Soviets’ 
answer to Uri Geller, the West’s most 
famous psychic.

Luisa Georgyevna said pleasantly, “I 
suppose you’ll want to meet Boris 
Ermolaev?”
“Boris who?”
“Obviously you haven’t heard of 
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him. A very remarkable man. Lifts 
people and keeps them in midair with 
sheer willpower. We suggested to him 
we would invite leading physicists to our 
office so he could demonstrate his 
amazing powers to them and we, in 
turn, would write about it. But he 
turned us down. He said he could do it 
only in a setting of a home or a club, 
like our Cinema Club. So no test so far. 
We may do it yet. In the meantime, 
we’re reserving our judgment.”

“It all started at this very club,” said 
one of the two men. He was the one 
who identified himself as Ladyshev— 
studious, in his thirties, rather non­
descript in appearance. “I was attending 
the screening of a movie in the main 
projection room,” he said, visibly 
warming up to the fascinating recollec­
tion, “when a young fellow rushed in, 
all excited, calling out loud, ‘Ermolaev 
has just suspended Shipikhina in midair 
and she is up there right now, floating.’
“I’ll never forgive myself for not 

dashing out to see the famous woman 
film director float in midair. But others 
did, and they said they actually caught 
her slowly descending to the divan in the 
reception room where it all took place. 
Apparently she agreed to the experiment 
after he threw a handful of rice into the 
air. It formed a floating ball which 
remained suspended for maybe half a 
minute before falling apart again. To all 
intents and purposes, the rice had 
become a miniature planet held together 
by its own gravitational force.

“As I said, I didn’t see it myself, but 
others did and swore to it. Very soon 
all of theatrical Moscow was talking 
about it,” Ladyshev smiled. Anticipating 
our question, he added, “This was 
several years ago.”

Did this Ermolaev live in Moscow?
“Oh, yes,” Luisa Georgyevna said 

cheerfully. “He is a noted film 
director.”

We vowed then and there to find him. 
First, we requested Yuri Shevyakov, our 
Novosti “aide-de-camp,” to scrounge 
up photocopies of Soviet articles on 
Ermolaev going back quite a few years. 
These included full interviews and 
descriptions of his amazing feats from 
scientific journals. Viktor Adamenko 
and others contributed invaluable back­
ground information. We also sought 
information in Moscow’s theatrical 
circles. After all, wouldn’t these men 
and women be closer to a film director 
than anyone else?

Another well-known scientist, Genady 
Sergeyev, who holds a doctor of 
engineering degree and is a consultant 
mathematician at various Leningrad 
institutes, met Ermolaev both at home 
in Leningrad, where Ermolaev spent his 
youth, and in Moscow. He told us that 
the extremely talented Ermolaev learned 
the film business from the ground up 
and is considered one of Russia’s 
most imaginative young directors. He 
was currently doing a film Oblomov 
based on the classic novel by Nikolai 
Goncharov. According to Sergeyev— 
and Ermolaev later confirmed this 
himself—he won’t do his “mind over 
matter” feats on stage, nor will he take 
money for any demonstrations. He will 
show his unique talents only to serious 
scientists of his own choosing or to 
close friends.

Sergeyev, who has also experimented 
with Ermolaev, confirmed, “He has the 
unusual ability of concentrating his 
energy into a focal point in midair and 
causing objects to be suspended in the 
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air for many seconds.”
Added Viktor Adamenko, “I am 

familiar with Ermolaev’s work with 
Prof. Venyamin Pushkin, in which he 
demonstrated his ability to suspend 
objects in midair. These were carefully 
controlled tests. Pushkin is a highly 
respected scientist. Every precaution 
was taken to ensure that the experiments 
were scientifically sound. There is no 
doubt that Ermolaev has remarkable 
abilities.”

Professor Pushkin is a psychology 
professor at Moscow University, where 
he has conducted carefully controlled, 
government-authorized experiments on 
Ermolaev. Just as we arrived, he 
contracted pneumonia and, during the 
entire length of our stay, was recuper­
ating at a rest home for scientists outside 
Moscow. As a result we were prevented 
from seeing him—much to Ermolaev’s 
dismay. He sincerely wanted us to meet 
Pushkin. Still, we read Pushkin’s 
articles on Ermolaev and we met other 
scientists who were familiar with his 
abilities.

“There actually are people,” Pushkin 
wrote in an authoritative monthly, 
“who possess the capacity of influencing 
objects so that they remain suspended 
in midair. I have witnessed Ermolaev 
suspend objects in midair. I believe 
that this man is capable of creating a 
magnetic field that defies gravity.”

The tests Pushkin conducted took 
place in laboratories at Moscow Univer­
sity in 1973 and 1974, with full govern­
ment approval. In an official report 
published later, Pushkin said that 
he started up each experiment with 
Ermolaev by going through warm-up 
exercises designed to put the subject in 
a state of high tension. Ermolaev held 

his hands over playing cards lying face 
down and correctly called out their suits 
and values. Then Ermolaev moved 
objects on the table in front of him 
without touching them. Only after this 
came the most important part of the 
experiment with “target” objects that 
included a Ping-Pong ball, a box of 
matches and several pencils.

In his article, Pushkin matter-of- 
factly described what happened: 
“Ermolaev took an object in his hands, 
pressed it between his outstretched 
hands, then slowly moved his hands 
apart. The object remained hanging in 
midair. He continued to move his hands 
till each palm was about eight inches 
clear of the object. It remained in midair 
for a number of seconds.”

Ivan Guderman, science editor of the 
newspaper Evening Sverdlosk published 
in the Ural city of that name and noted 
for its contribution to psychic research, 
was a witness to some of the 1973 
experiments. He gave a graphic account: 
“The room is empty except for a table 
in the middle. On it, a Ping-Pong ball, 
a box of matches and several pencils. A 
man walks into the room, stops in front 
of the table, stretches out his hands, 
freezes, but by the expression on his 
face, by the tension of his body, one 
knows that he just doesn’t stand there, 
that he is working. A minute goes by, 
another. Suddenly the ball is jerked 
from its position and is rolling off the 
table. The box is moving also, as though 
sliding across the surface of the table. 
The pencils seem to have lost their 
gravity and have risen into the air.”

What is the secret of Ermolaev’s 
strange power? Pushkin postulated that 
one hypothesis to explain his ability was 
connected with static electricity. In 
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essence, it was assumed that electrical 
charges affected the object in the 
vicinity of the human hand and moved 
the object or caused it to be suspended. 
After further experiments with Ermo­
laev, however, Pushkin concluded that 
the unusual effect could not be 
produced by static electricity. “I then 
considered the theory of one of our 
scientists, A. P. Dubrov. Its essence is 
that living systems are capable of 
originating and receiving gravitational 
waves. To accept this, one must accept 
the most unusual assumption that man 
is able to give birth to a gravitational 
field and then, with its help, affect 
Surrounding objects. I was able to 
cross-check this theory with the strong 
evidence offered in the experiments 
with Ermolaev.”

The noted scientist concluded— 
although stressing that it was still 
theoretical—that the demonstrations by 
Ermolaev were brought about by the 
creation of gravitational fields! He 
added: “The tradition of science 
invokes certain taboos in areas that deal 
with a violation of fundamental laws of 
nature. However, what is essential and 
should be stressed time and time again 
is that the feats of moving and sus­
pending objects in air—with all their 
unusual and mind-boggling aspects— 
do not contradict the existing frame­
work of physics.

“As for the future,” he added signifi­
cantly, “one should first accept the 
difficulties and face them squarely. One 
should not be afraid of the new facts 
and complicated problems. In our world 
of jet planes and atomic reactors, there 
still remains much to be identified. And 
it is the role of science to keep un­
covering the secrets of the world.” 

The Pushkin report on Ermolaev and 
his abilities was confirmed by Doctors 
of Science V. P. Zinchenko, A. N. 
Leontyev, B. F. Lomov and A. R. 
Luria, all members of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, who signed their 
names to his report. Their findings were 
published in Questions of Philosophy, 
a scientific magazine, in 1973.

Pushkin reported further experiments 
on Ermolaev in the newspaper Trud in 
February of 1974:

“I witnessed Ermolaev holding many 
different objects between his hands, 
lifting them one by one into midair. 
It appears that the actual weight of 
these objects does not matter. It would 
appear to take the same exertion on 
Ermolaev’s part.
“During one experiment, Ermolaev 

enlisted the help of his friend Maxim 
Zhukov. By having Zhukov hold a hand 
above his own hands, as if topping off 
the object, Ermolaev was able to keep 
the object in midair for a longer period 
of time.

“It was as if the object was hanging 
from a string on Zhukov’s hands. But 
of course, there was no string involved. 
The experiments were conducted under 
the strictest controls, and no devices of 
any kind were used.

“At the beginning of this experiment, 
Ermolaev was very nervous, showing 
little confidence in himself, and objects 
stayed in midair only a second or two. 
He then demanded absolute quiet, 
showed a great deal of concentration 
and went on finally to regain his confi­
dence. With that the objects remained 
longer in midair.

“My conclusion is that the field 
created by the subject is easier to control 
when the object is flat. Ermolaev can
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obviously defy gravity. Obviously, a 
very special gravity existed in these 
experiments, and it is not subject to 
Newton’s Law of Gravity. It is some­
thing quite different.”

Pushkin confirmed his findings again 
in a 1974 report in Technology and 
Science. He stated that he had been able 
to verify some of the most remarkable 
phenomena applied to ‘‘what is called 
parapsychology.” As a result of some 
“very thoughtful, thorough investiga­
tions,” Pushkin wrote that he had come 
to the conclusion that many quite 
unbelievable reports are true.

His examination of conditions sur­
rounding the experiments with Ermolaev 
showed that his ability totally depended 

on his mental state, including the atti­
tude of his audience. Each of the 
experiments caused Ermolaev consider­
able emotional stress. He fainted on 
several occasions and on others felt sick.

“The two elements—the fact that 
very few people have such unusual 
abilities and that they have problems in 
retaining full control over themselves— 
could be used by skeptics to deny the 
scientific substance of these phenom­
ena,” Pushkin wrote. “This, of course, 
would be totally unfair. It merely means 
that science has as yet no way to explain 
fully these mysteries of life. We have 
merely opened one little door into the 
micro-world of biological systems.”

This is Part I of a two-part article.

JT
THE WAY TO FLEE A GHOST

FOR THE last 17 years of her life.
Hazel Mae Lovelady lived in cars 

parked in the front yard of her house in 
Bessemer, Ala. When she died in Sep­
tember 1985, a junkyard operator 
hauled away her 1970 Oldsmobile sta­
tion wagon.

Her ways mystified neighbors in the 
northern Alabama steel town but her 
husband Wilburn said she took to liv­
ing in cars to escape her mother’s ghost. 
He is reluctant to talk about why his 
wife chose to live in automobiles.

“It happened after our oldest boy 
went off to the army," said Lovelady. 
“My wife said she could hear her dead 
mother walking around in the house so 
she moved out to the car. I could never 
get her to go back inside after that.” 

Sgt. J. O. Duke of the Jefferson
County Sheriffs Department said it
was common knowledge that Mrs. Lovelady

lived in automobiles and her husband 
frequently stayed with her.

“Everybody in town knew about 
them living in the cars,” he said. “They 
weren't breaking any laws."

Lovelady declined to talk more about 
his wife but his neighbors Vera and 
Jack Adair said the Loveladys went 
through a half-dozen old cars during 
the 10 years they lived next door.

“She’d stay in them day and night. 
Sometimes Mr. Lovelady would take 
her for rides,” said Adair, “but she 
wouldn't get out for anything—except 
for that summer she spent on the porch. 
That was after a car they had at the time 
caught on fire. She had to get out that 
time. She stayed on the porch for a 
couple of months, until her husband 
brought home the 1970 Oldsmobile sta­
tion wagon. She lived in that until she 
died.”
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FORTUNE
—Ц—by Paul Steiner

Steve Feinland, “Greenwich Village 
Poet Laureate” in 1982, was born on 
March 18 and notes that his father Irv­
ing was born on December 18, his 
mother Ernestine on January 18, his 
brother Robert on August 18 and his 
dog Napoleon on October 18.

•
Mary Leakey, the world-famous an­

thropologist who considers the 3.5- 
million-year-old humanoid footprints 
at Laetoli her most important find, 
credits a native worker with seeing them 
first. While native aides were playfully 
hurling elephant dung at each other, 
one man fell amid the fateful prints.

•
In the 17th and 18th Centuries, when 

British physicians prescribed the juice 
of lemons in which pearls have been 
dissolved as a cure for epilepsy, they 
were following an old tradition. The 
ancient Greeks recommended lemon 
leaves as an antidote for food poisoning 
and used lemon rind as a moth repellent.

•
Months before President Reagan’s 

controversial visit to a military ceme­
tery in Bitburg, West Germany, the 
American Jewish Committee had invit­
ed Dr. Alois Mertes, West German 
Minister of State, to address its annual 
meeting in New York. When he did so 
on May 1, 1985, just before Reagan’s 

trip, Mertes revealed that he repre­
sented the Bitburg electoral district in 
the Bundestag. As a further coincidence 
he pointed out that the day of his speech 
was the 40th anniversary of his release 
as an American prisoner of war.

•
The official portrait of John Mit­

chell, President Nixon’s attorney gen­
eral, by Oklahoma artist Gloria Schu­
mann, recently joined the portraits of 
all other attorneys general in the Justice 
Department in Washington, D. C. Mit­
chell, who served 17 months in a federal 
prison after his Watergate conviction, is 
the only ex-convict among the men who 
have served as the nation’s chief law 
officers. Mitchell’s portrait has been 
hung on the second floor where the 
criminal division is headquartered.

•
Harvey Fierstein, Tony Award-win­

ning playwright and actor, will not 
open in any play or allow any of his 
plays to open on a date containing a 
“seven.” He was scheduled to return to 
his role in Torch Song Trilogy on a 
January 7 but, to feed his superstition, 
he went in early — on January 5.

•
Michael Fox is the author of the book 

The Soul of the Wolf (Little, Brown, 
1980). Psychologist Fox has been rais­
ing wolves and studying them for years.
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ТНеМактд^^шш 
of л Skeptic

After 15 years of research a parapsychologist
finds evidence of paranormal powers as elusive as ever.
By Susan Blackmore

IN 1970, when I first went up to 
Oxford, I became fascinated with the 
paranormal. I joined the student So­

ciety for Psychical Research there and 
ran it myself for most of the three years 
1 was there. We met witches and druids, 
psychical researchers and parapsychol­
ogists, dowsers and occultists of all 
kinds. I began to learn the basics of 
parapsychology, its experiments and its 
claimed phenomena. I came to under­
stand the implications of the paranor­
mal and began to see ever more clearly 
the deep split between those persons 
who accepted the paranormal as a natu­
ral part of their lives and the psycholo­
gists and physiologists whose science I 
was learning.

My tutors thought I was dabbling in 
nonsense and hoped I would soon 
“grow out of it." Instead I developed a 
passionate desire to show that they were 
wrong, that you сапЧ have a complete 
and workable psychology without tak­
ing the paranormal into account. I was 
determined to study parapsychology, 
little knowing where it would lead me.

First of all 1 worked on the idea that 
the key to memory lay within the para­
normal. The physiological basis of 
memory was then (as now) under dis­

pute. My “solution** was: there is no 
physiological basis for memory. 
Rather, 1 believed that memory is like 
ESP — that is, all thoughts are stored in 
some communal store and available as 
either memories or ESP. At that time I 
(mistakenly) thought this idea was both 
original and workable.

I understood there were some serious 
problems with this but then, I thought, 
all good ideas face problems. The most 
important question for experimental 
science is whether a theory is testable 
and whether the results of those tests 
support or negate it. Clearly 1 had to 
find a way to test my hypothesis.

There are no postgraduate courses in 
parapsychology in Great Britain. It is 
possible to work toward a research- 
oriented Ph.D. at the University of 
Edinburgh but it is extremely hard to 
get funding. Also everyone there tries to 
put you off. Nevertheless I eventually 
began work for my Ph.D. at Surrey 
University while teaching part-time at a 
Polytechnic (roughly equivalent to an 
American state college) to fund my 
studies.

I was excited. 1 was actually going to 
test my memory theory of ESP. 1 would 
find out whether it worked or not. But it 
was hard to start. You want your first 
experiment to be so perfect that you 
never start at all! But by pure chance 1 
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found myself able to teach a parapsy­
chology course to undergraduates as 
part of their general studies program. I 
had over 100 students and 1 couldn’t 
pass up the opportunity to use them as 
subjects. 1 set to work testing my 
memory theory of ESP.

1 did three types of experiments based 
on three predictions. All of them began 
with the suggestion that ESP is more 
like memory than perception; it is more 
like remembering than like a “sixth 
sense.”

(1) If ESP is like memory, then the 
errors made by those possessing ESP 
should resemble errors of memory more 
than errors of perception. 1 used pic­
tures as ESP targets. The subjects had 
to guess the identity of concealed 
pictures. These pictures were placed in 
sets of three. A key picture, for example 
a caterpillar, resembled a train in 
appearance but was more closely asso­
ciated with a butterfly. I predicted that 
if ESP were like memory, there should 
be more errors of association-, but if it 
were like perception, there should be 
more confusion of appearance.

There were plenty of errors in my 
subjects’ results. You always compare 
the number of “hits” with mean chance 
expectation in any given ESP test and I 
got just the number of hits one would 
expect by chance. That meant that I 
could not test my hypothesis about 
ESP/memory/perception because no 
evidence at all of psi showed up in my 
test.

(2) 1 predicted that the best types of 
target material for ESP should be those 
most easily remembered — for exam­
ple, using words of varying frequency 
and ready imaging. But again I couldn’t 
test this hypothesis because all my 

targets were equally bad at eliciting psi!
(3) 1 predicted correlations between 

ESP and memory. But one cannot 
meaningfully look for correlations 
when one of the measures is of zero 
reliability. And that was the case for my 
measure of ESP.

During my two years of research 
looking for ESP, I chalked up quite an 
impressive record of failures. All my 
hopes for my memory theory were dis­
appointed. Instead of making progress 
in understanding psi, I was thrown up 
against that perpetual problem: does it 
exist? It was the last issue 1 wanted to 
confront but it was forced on me by my 
failures. • • •

OF COURSE it is possible there just 
isn4 any such thing as ESP. My 
own failure to find it, however, couldn’t 

justify such a conclusion. What about 
the hundreds of other persons who 
claimed to have found it? I couldn’t 
dismiss them all.

There is also the sticky problem of 
ESP’s being always defined negatively, 
as in “communication without using the 
recognized senses.” In other words, you 
can say only what ESP is not, not what 
it is. This makes it difficult to say that it 
does not exist! And you can say that 
you have got ESP only when you have 
ruled out all other “normal” possibili­
ties. Well, if you don4 find evidence of 
ESP, what can you say? Only that you 
have failed to find something which, 
according to science, shouldn’t have 
been there in the first place!

More pressing even than this issue is 
the fact that no one is surprised when 
you don’t find it. The disbelievers or 
skeptics just say “told you so,“ which is 
exactly what many people happily said 
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to me. And the believers always have 
some excuse — the conditions of an 
experiment weren't right, the subjects 
weren’t good enough or the experimen­
ter’s beliefs were wrong.

So what do you do if you actually 
want to know whether ESP exists or 
not? My approach was to continue sys­
tematically exploring all those “ex­
cuses" that might explain where I had 
“gone wrong.”

Possibly I was using the wrong sub­
jects. I had used only my own students; 
perhaps they weren4 psychic enough.

At the same university where I was 
working, Ernesto Spinelli had been get­
ting outstanding ESP results while testing 
children between three and eight years 
old. 1 tried to emulate his experiments 
with preschool children in a play group. 
We did simple ESP experiments in which 
the targets were colored candies and the 
children had to guess which color 
matched the hidden ones. Later I used 
pictorial targets. The children were 
delightful to work with and they were 
convinced they could “guess” the pictures 
their friends were looking at. But all our 
results were close to chance.

I decided I should test people who 
actually claimed psychic powers. This 
proved somewhat difficult. At pubs, 
lectures or parties I often met individu­
als who claimed to possess various psy­
chic abilities. But when 1 invited them 
to the lab for testing, most of them 
found reasons why they couldn4 come. 
A small number were willing and eager, 
to come, however, and I proceeded to 
test them.

I aimed always to find out what they 
liked to do best and then to design an 
experiment around their predilections. 
There is no point in testing for some­

thing your subjects don4 claim to be 
able to do.

To take a simple example: A mother 
and daughter from Scotland asserted 
they could pick up images from each 
other’s mind. They chose to use playing 
cards for the tests because that is what 
they used at home. I let them choose the 
room in which they would be tested and 
insured that there was no normal way 
for the “receiver” to see the cards. They 
failed. They could not get more right 
than chance predicted and they were 
terribly disappointed. They had hon­
estly believed they could do it and I 
began to see how easy it is to be fooled 
by your own desire to believe.

1 had similar experiences with several 
dowsers, children who claimed they 
could move objects psychokinetically 
and several who said they had tele­
pathic powers. They all failed. Even 
now I have a five-digit number, a word 
and a small object in my kitchen at 
home. The place and items were chosen 
by a young man who intends to “see” 
them while traveling out of his body. 
They have been there (though regularly 
changed) for three years. So far, 
though, he has had no success.

Of course you can argue that none of 
these people were really “psychic” but 
they certainly believed they were. Nor 
do I have access to any brilliant sub­
jects. Apparently they are few and far 
between.

An alternate approach, however, is 
to train people in relevant skills which 
may lead them to develop psychic abili­
ties. My experience and knowledge of 
ritual magic, astral projection and even 
meditation suggested these three skills, 
relaxation, concentration and vivid 
imagery, are commonly associated with 
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the awakening of psychic ability. 1 
therefore put together a training group 
of 10 members and we taught ourselves 
for many months.

We learned a great deal. We became 
proficient at previously difficult imag­
ery tasks; we improved our level of 
mental control and we had many inter­
esting experiences — including brief 
out-of-body experiences and sensations 
of flying or floating. But when we tested 
ourselves, our ESP scores stayed stead­
fastly close to chance. This was just one 
of the findings that gradually caused me 
to see what a mistake I had been mak­
ing. I had been equating these interest­
ing experiences, even mystical and peak 
experiences, with psi. In fact they may 
have nothing at all to do with psi. 
Gradually I began to find the experi­
ences themselves more and more inter­
esting — and psi less so.

But I still hadn't discovered why I 
had failed to find it in my experiments. 
One further possibility was that the 
conditions under which I had worked 
were wrong. I had tested large groups of 
subjects in boring classroom environ­
ments. Perhaps that was the problem.• • •

CHARLES HONORTON, a re­
searcher at Maimonides Medical 
Center in Brooklyn, had published 

some highly successful experiments 
using the “ganzfeld” technique. The 
idea behind the ganzfeld is to cut the 
subject off from patterned sensory input 
by feeding white noise into his ears and 
placing halved Ping-Pong balls over his 
eyes. He then lies comfortably for half 
an hour or more, recounting all the 
imagery that enters his mind. Mean­
while an agent is looking at a picture in 
another room and after the session is 

over the subject tries to select this target 
picture from among a group of others.

Not only was Honorton successful 
with this procedure but Carl Sargent at 
Cambridge was replicating the effect. 
Perhaps it would be best, I thought, if I 
placed my subjects in this specially psi- 
conducive setting. So I set about doing 
my own ganzfeld experiments.

I began getting lots of “hits.” In one 
session, with my brother as agent, 1 
seemed to pick up on almost every 
detail of the picture he was looking at. 
But the overall results of the experi­
ments were again at chance. Those close 
correspondences were, 1 am sure, just 
the sort of coincidences you would 
expect to encounter in a series of such 
sessions. It is for this reason that we 
need statistics when evaluating our ex­
periments. My statistics were telling me 
there was nothing more than chance 
—and perhaps the illogical human mind 
— at work.

I now seemed to have exhausted the 
commonly proposed “excuses” for ex­
perimental failure in parapsychology 
and I was still no nearer to understand­
ing why others got psi in their experi­
ments and I didn’t. One last argument 
was handed to me by the successful 
experimenters interested in my work. 
Perhaps it was a “psi-mediated experi­
menter effect.”

This suggests that “psi-conducive” 
experimenters — those with a good 
track record in parapsychology — are 
able to put their own psi into their 
results, regardless of the subjects’ 
capacities. Either they force ESP onto 
their subjects or they elicit psi from 
their subjects for psychological reasons. 
By contrast, a “psi-inhibitory” experi­
menter suppresses or fails to elicit his 
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subjects’ ESP capabilities during an 
experiment. I was obviously a psi- 
inhibitory experimenter. But why?

Friends told me it was because I 
didn't sufficiently believe in ESP. Well, 
what could I do about that? It was clear 
to me that I was originally a very strong 
believer in psi, although, of course, oth­
ers had only my word for that! Yet my 
results had been just as close to chance 
in the beginning as they were now. So 
that didn’t seem to explain it. Nor could 
I conduct an experiment in which I 
“believed” for half the subjects and 
“not-believed”for the other half. There 
was, however, something I could do. I 
could test something I did believe in.

During this time in my life I had been 
reading the Tarot cards for about eight 
years. They seemed to work. Whenever 
I did a reading for someone, including 
persons I had never seen before, 1 found 
myself telling them things that I 
couldn't possibly have known. They were 
often amazed and asked me how on 
earth I did it. 1 didn’t know. Something 
was obviously going on and 1 believed it 
could be paranormal. So I set up a sim­
ple experiment.

I wanted to duplicate as nearly as 
possible a normal Tarot reading; oth­
erwise it would not be a fair test. But I 
had to separate the reader from the sub­
jects, thereby eliminating possible cues 
from their appearance, behavior and 
responses. So I got an assistant Tarot 
reader to lay out the cards in the tradi­
tional manner for each of 10 subjects. 
This assistant then gave me the card 
orders, coded with a letter. From these 
layouts I wrote out my 10 readings. 
Then the 10 subjects had to choose their 
own reading from among the 10.

It worked! The subjects were able, 

just significantly better than chance 
would predict, to pick out their own 
readings. I was excited — here at least it 
seemed I had found something, in an 
experiment in which I believed.

The elation, however, was short­
lived. Carl Sargent pointed out that the 
subjects all knew each other. This made 
their choices dependent, whereas the 
statistical test I had used assumed inde­
pendence of choices. I had to do it all 
again and when I did, of course, the 
experiment did not work. Some people 
argued that it was because 1 had lost my 
enthusiasm, or I wasn’t close friends 
with the subjects or I no longer believed 
so strongly as I had originally. But these 
are just ad hoc arguments. The fact 
remains: the first experiment was 
slightly flawed, so its results cannot be 
considered valid. The evidence pushed 
me toward the conclusion that the Tarot 
works by normal, although interesting, 
psychological means.

I began to take a much more serious 
interest in other people’s experiments. 
Whenever possible I visited their labo­
ratories and observed exactly what they 
were doing. I had access to only a few 
but my experience was always the same. 
The further 1 looked into the details, the 
more errors or omissions or methodo­
logical problems I found there. This 
forced me to realize the enormous diffi­
culty that exists when the critical stu­
dent tries to assess the weight of evi­
dence for psi. There is no doubt that 
most ESP experiments result in non­
significant scoring. The burden of proof 
rests on just a few studies. Experiments 
must be watertight to support this 
burden of proof and I began to wonder 
how many were.* * *
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THIS ISSUE, added to the fact that 
my own research had been entirely 
negative, seriously dented my belief. At 

one point I even calculated that in 34 
independent significance tests I had 
conducted on my data, only two showed 
(statistically significant) probability of 
less than .05 — i.e., a result that would 
occur by chance one in 20 times the 
experiment is run. In other words I was 
getting about as close to chance as you 
might normally expect.

There could be one final explanation 
for my failures. Perhaps psi just does 
not like to appear in laboratory exper­
iments. Perhaps it appears only in real 
life — in out-of-body experiences, for 
example, or during poltergeist out­
breaks or hauntings. But here too I had 
the same experiences. The deeper I 
looked into these reports, the less con­
vincing the evidence seemed. Even 
famous cases, repeated in book after 
book, soon lost their initial appeal. 
When I went back to the original sources 
and tried to track them down, more 
often than not the evidence seemed to 
disappear in a cloud of poor memory, 
exasperation and wishful thinking.

By now I was becoming thoroughly 
skeptical, even disbelieving. I began to 
wonder whether psi exists. I even con­
cluded for a brief period that it couldn4 
possibly exist. But there are several rea­
sons why such an extreme skeptical 
position is untenable.

For one thing, it cannot be tested 
easily. One of my first responses to my 
own doubts was to ask whether I could 
do experiments to test the idea that 
there is no such thing as psi. I think the 
simple answer is no, since you can't 
prove a universal negative.

There are, nevertheless, some close 

approximations which are quite inter­
esting. One important question is why 
people should believe in psi if it doesn4 
really exist. This led me to consider the 
events that typically increase people’s 
belief in psychic phenomena. One’s own 
psychic experiences, especially precog- 
nitive dreams, are the most common 
reason for believing in the paranormal. 
Like many other psychic experiences 
these typically involve a coincidence of 
some sort — such as a correlation 
between a dream and a real event. But it 
is well known that people are very poor 
at judging the likelihood of a coinci­
dence. 1 wondered whether people who 
believe are worse than disbelievers at 
making such judgments of probability. 
This might explain how their beliefs 
came about erroneously.

My husband Tom Troscianko and I 
tested probability judgments in groups 
of believers and nonbelievers and found 
that the believers were worse at many 
such tasks than the nonbelievers. We 
also found the believers were more 
prone to the illusion that they could 
control something which is in fact a 
random process. Could these differ­
ences explain why they had adopted a 
belief in the paranormal, even though it 
doesn’t exist? Well, it may, but these 
findings don4 actually prove that the 
paranormal does not exist. That is 
impossible.

The other major challenge to the 
skeptic's position is, of course, the fact 
that opposing positive evidence exists 
in the parapsychological literature. 1 
couldn’t dismiss it all. This raises a very 
interesting question: Just how much 
can you or should you weigh the results 
of your own experiments against those 
of other people? On the one hand, your 
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own should carry more weight, since 
you know exactly how they were done 
and you know (even if no one else does) 
that you didnH cheat or make up the 
results. On the other hand, science is 
necessarily a collective enterprise. If 
scientists do not believe each other’s 
results, science cannot proceed at all. 
So I couldn’t use my own failures as 
justifiable evidence that psi does not 
exist. I had to consider everyone else’s 
success.

I asked myself a thousand times, as I 
ask the reader now: Is there a right 
conclusion?

The only answer I can give, after 10 
years of intensive research in parapsy­
chology, is that 1 don’t know. If you 
believe that psychic phenomena exist, 
you must confront all the problems of 
illogical human thinking, the negative 
definitions, the difficulty of finding out 
anything about psi and the fact that 
most laboratory experiments fail to 
confirm its existence. If you don’t be­
lieve in psi, you have to face up to all the 
claims that it exists and the impossibil­
ity of proving its nonexistence. If you 
decide to maintain an open mind, you 
are in for a tough task too. Keeping an 
open mind is far harder work than 
becoming simply a believer or skeptic.
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Perhaps it is better never to ask whether 
psi exists!

But there is a better question. Has 
belief in the existence of psi actually 
done any good? Has it progressed our 
understanding of any phenomena or 
experiences? Has it ever explained any­
thing that could not be better explained 
some other way? In other words, has it 
ever done any scientific work for us? 
The checkered and controversial his­
tory of parapsychology may provide 
some answers. Aren’t we just asking the 
same questions parapsychologists were 
asking 100 years ago? For 100 years 
there have been no answers.

My own brief career illustrates this. 1 
began on a quest to understand ESP 
and memory. Then I turned to explor­
ing out-of-body and near-death expe­
riences. But the psi hypothesis did not 
help me one bit. Unfathomable and 
mystical experiences certainly abound 
but I don’t think the idea of the para­
normal helps us to understand them.

My 10 years of research have left me 
an open-minded skeptic rather than a 
disbeliever but I have concluded one 
thing: The notion of psi is remarkably 
unhelpful. If we want to understand the 
higher potentials of human experience, 
we need a better notion.

HEIRLOOM JEWELS GO AT GARAGE SALE
INESE RENC1S of Rochester, N. Y., hid her jewels in a cookie tin: a pair of 

three-quarter carat diamond earrings, an 18-carat gold and topaz necklace and 
an 18-carat gold bracelet which had been in her family for more than 100 years. 

Then, in June 1985, she gave the tin (with its contents) to a friend who was 
collecting items for a garage sale. It sold for 10 cents.

Mrs. Rencis told Associated Press she never could afford to insure the heirlooms 
and doubts that she will ever see them again.



The Making 
of Psi Failures 

ESP is a delicate thing — and if you aren’t the
right kind of person, you can’t get it to perform for you.
By D. Scott Rogo

Susan Blackmore’s experi­
ence with the paranormal is a 
strange one. Most researchers of the 

paranormal begin their careers as skep­
tics and then reluctantly cross over into 
the realm of belief. Dr. Blackmore’s 
journey has been in the opposite direc­
tion, from enthusiastic conviction to 
reluctant skepticism. Most parapsy­
chologists believe that if you search 
hard enough, you eventually will find 
evidence of ESP. This certainly was my 
experience. But Blackmore’s experience 
is a crucial exception; her long and dili­
gent search has ended in constant 
failure.

There are two possible explanations 
for her curious but consistent history of 
failure. The first possibility is that ESP 
does not exist and the results we so 
often see in the laboratory are statistical 
flukes or the results of fraud on the part 
of the subjects or the experimenters. 
This theory posits that Blackmore has 
not achieved successful results because 
she is an honest, careful investigator. 
The second possible explanation is that 
ESP does exist but something about 
Blackmore repeatedly keeps her from 
achieving good results.

In my opinion the experimental evi­
dence for the existence of both ESP and 
psychokinesis is overwhelming. So nat­

urally I opt for the second of these two 
theories. To understand why Black- 
more has consistently failed to find evi­
dence of ESP in her experiments, we 
must look at a highly controversial 
issue in experimental parapsychology: 
the so-called experimenter effect.

The theory of the experimenter effect, 
stated simply, is that only certain re­
searchers are able to achieve successful 
results. We know that psychic abilities 
tend to be capricious, so perhaps it 
takes a certain type of person to pull it 
out of subjects in a laboratory.

This possibility was first suggested 
when some of the early researchers at 
Duke University found they couldn’t 
match J. B. Rhine’s talent for getting 
good results with their tests and sub­
jects. When they started watching 
Rhine at work, a possible explanation 
for his repeated success became appar­
ent. Rhine could be an absolutely 
charming man; he seemed to possess a 
real knack for encouraging his subjects 
to do well during his tests without pres­
suring them. He also created a sense of 
genuine excitement and enthusiasm 
during the sessions.

Can these psychological factors be 
the basis of the experimenter effect? It 
seems reasonable.

Evidence has shown that personal 
factors regularly lead certain persons to 
excel in certain fields, especially where 
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person-to-person contact is essential. 
For example, there is a great deal of 
literature on the personal factors that 
help make some psychotherapists par­
ticularly good at treating patients. 
These personal qualities stand apart 
from the therapists’ training or their 
therapeutic tools and skills. It is also 
true that psychological factors help 
make a master hypnotist. So it seems 
reasonable to assume that such per­
sonal attributes contribute to the mak­
ing of a good parapsychologist.

Skeptics argue that the experimenter 
effect is a nonexplanation the parapsy­
chologist can use whenever an experi­
ment fails. They also consider it a poor 
rationale for the embarrassing fact that 
parapsychology still has no repeatable 
experiment. Perhaps the experimenter 
effect has been overworked by some 
defensive parapsychologists but the fact 
remains that there exists strong empiri­
cal evidence that the effect is genuine.

THE CLASSIC demonstration of 
the psychological experimenter 
effect was conducted back in the 1930’s 

by Margaret Price and the late J. G. 
Pratt. At the time these (then) young 
researchers were working at the Para­
psychology Laboratory at Duke Uni­
versity but there was an important dif­
ference in their work. Price seemed to 
have a gift for getting good results with 
her ESP tests while Dr. Pratt just as 
consistently failed — although he was a 
strong “believer” in ESP. The two 
researchers wondered if perhaps the 
successful experimenter (Price) was get­
ting good results because her work was 
flawed. They set up an interesting 
experiment.

Their subjects were children living in 

a North Carolina orphanage. Price 
tested some of the children while Pratt 
silently looked on. Then they changed 
roles. This way, both of the experiment­
ers tested the same subjects, under the 
same conditions, using the same proce­
dures. The results were always the same: 
Price consistently obtained successful 
scoring from the children; Pratt did not.

This simple experiment did not end 
Price’s interest in the dynamics of the 
experimenter effect. During some later 
experiments she “played a role” with 
her subjects during the session. She 
would either encourage them to do well 
or treat them with cool indifference. 
The scoring of her subjects fell to chance 
expectation under both of these condi­
tions. As soon as she stopped role­
playing and went back to being herself, 
her success rate shot back up. The only 
conclusion we can reach is that both the 
experimenter’s personality and the way 
he presents himself to his subjects can 
influence their test performances.

Nor is this research by Margaret 
Price and J. G. Pratt unique in the 
parapsychological literature. Some­
thing similar occurred in the 1960’s 
when Karlis Osis and E. Douglas Dean 
of the Parapsychology Foundation 
were testing New York groups for clair­
voyance. The basic plan was for Dr. 
Osis to give the group a lecture on ESP 
and follow it with a statistical ESP test. 
Osis fell ill during the project and Dean 
finished the experiment by giving the 
same lecture and test to the remaining 
groups. Only those groups Osis had 
tested scored significantly above 
chance; Dean's did not.

The skeptic could object that these 
are more instances of the inexplicable 
and nonrepeatable results so often seen 
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in parapsychology. But today we know 
something of the psychological differ­
ences between successful and unsuc­
cessful experimenters.

It has gradually become clear that 
successful experimental parapsycholo­
gists possess specific personal qualities. 
Two recent projects demonstrate this.

The first test was undertaken by Ger­
trude Schmeidler, a veteran parapsy­
chologist from City College in New 
York, while working with one of her 
graduate students. Dr. Schmeidler and 
Michaeleen Maher were aware that 
some parapsychologists are known for 
their extraordinary experimental suc­
cesses in the field and others tend to be 
— simply put — lemons in the lab. They 
listed prominent researchers, then 
divided them into successful and unsuc­
cessful experimenter categories.

At a meeting of parapsychologists in 
Moraga, Calif., in 1979, they video­
taped several of these researchers as 
they made presentations to their col­
leagues. Schmeidler and Maher then 
took their tapes back to New York and 
showed them to some college under­
graduates. The students were asked to 
rate the researchers on several scales of 
personality attributes. The students 
consistently rated the successful exper­
imenters as more friendly, more likable, 
more enthusiastic and more playful 
than the unsuccessful ones. The unsuc­
cessful ones were especially rated as 
irritable. The students, of course, were 
kept ignorant of the nature of the 
experiment.

These results were replicated in En­
gland by Carl Sargent at Cambridge 
University. He collected psychological 
tests of 11 parapsychologists known for 
being either successful or unsuccessful 

at eliciting psi in their experiments 
employing the ganzfeld procedure. The 
psychology tests showed that the suc­
cessful experimenters were less re­
served, serious, introverted or neurotic 
than their unsuccessful colleagues.• * •

NOW WE MUST wonder how this 
relates to Blackmore. It would be 
consistent with these results to suggest 

that Blackmore is a cold, nasty, unpleas­
ant individual who rubs everyone the 
wrong way. But this simply isn’t the 
case. In fact, she is spontaneous, enthu­
siastic and good-humored. If anything, 
she is exactly the type of person who 
should be getting good results in the 
lab. So if personal psychology is the 
reason for her failure, these factors 
must be subtle. It is no secret, however, 
that Dr. Sargent analyzed some psycho­
logical tests done with Blackmore and 
her scores fit the profile of the unsuc­
cessful experimenter.

The idea that subtle factors compli­
cate the work of unsuccessful experi­
menters raises even more possibilities. 
Is Blackmore using her own ESP and 
PK unconsciously to block her subjects’ 
functioning during her tests? Is she 
psychically sabotaging her own exper­
iments? The skeptic will laugh at this 
idea but some provocative evidence 
suggests that the theory merits con­
sideration.

A psi-based experimenter effect has 
been thought to exist for years. 1 believe 
I saw it work on one occasion. During a 
meeting of parapsychologists at the 
University of Edinburgh in 1972 several 
of us were testing a gifted subject, 
Mary, who although blind could tell the 
color of any object she touched. This is 
not a true psychic ability but a little-
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understood function of subliminal per­
ception which Mary could consciously 
control.

A group of us were testing her infor­
mally and she was performing in stun­
ning fashion. She was scoring at about 
90-percent accuracy. It was a noisy 
meeting and Mary could not have 
known when the noted British parapsy­
chologist John Beloff entered the far 
side of the room behind her. But she 
suddenly lost her ability totally, much 
to her astonishment.

The significant point is that Dr. 
Beloff, despite his enthusiasm for the 
field, is a notoriously unsuccessful ex­
perimenter. He has chalked up almost 
as many failures as Blackmore. Because 
Mary didn’t know Beloff had entered 
the room, there must have been a psy­
chic reason for her sudden loss of sub­
liminal perception.

I followed up on this possibility a 
week later in London when I met with 
the late Ena Twigg, then England’s 
most famous psychic. 1 knew that Beloff 
had once experimented briefly with 
Ena, with disappointing results, so I 
asked her about their meeting. She told 
me she liked Beloff very much but had 
found herself totally incapable of em­
ploying her psychic powers in his pres­
ence. She didn’t know why, she said, 
but as soon as he entered the room it felt 
as if a barrier had surrounded her.

My experiences are essentially anec­
dotal but there is experimental evidence 
that a parapsychologist can use his own 
ESP to sabotage an experiment.

Back in the 1950’s two British para­
psychologists chanced upon this cur­
ious effect during some ESP tests they 
were conducting through the mail. D. J. 
West and G. W. Fisk were sending their 

subjects sealed packages of cards show­
ing clock faces. The subjects were asked 
to guess a “hand ” position for each card 
before returning the sealed decks. The 
interesting thing about these experi­
ments was that, unbeknownst to the 
subjects, half of the decks had been pre­
pared by Dr. West. The others had been 
randomized by Fisk who was in charge 
of sending them to the subjects. The 
result of the experiments was encourag­
ing, with the subjects guessing above 
chance at the rate of 100 to one odds.

But as the decks were returned, Fisk 
and West noticed something unusual. 
The subjects were scoring well on those 
decks prepared by Fisk but totally fail­
ing on those randomized by West. 
Somehow West had influenced the 
cards he had handled and the subjects 
were picking up on this negative effect. 
These results were consistent with the 
fact that West, like Beloff and Black- 
more, had a reputation for being an 
unsuccessful experimenter. Fisk and 
West later replicated their findings 
using a combined ESP/ PK procedure. 
The psi-based experimenter effect held 
up consistently.

In my opinion data such as these tell 
us something about Blackmore’s career 
as an unsuccessful experimenter. There 
appear to be both psychological and 
paranormal reasons why some experi­
menters always fail. So before conclud­
ing this commentary on Blackmore’s 
article, let me venture my own hunch 
concerning the specific reasons for her 
failed search for psi.

PARAPSYCHOLOGISTS talk 
about belief and disbelief in ESP 
but many of us use these terms naively. 

The psychological dynamics of belief 
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and faith can be complex. During my 
early years in parapsychology I con­
cluded there was a difference between a 
purely intellectual belief that psi exists 
and an emotional conviction of its real­
ity.

1 was intellectually convinced of the 
existence of psychic phenomena long 
before I ever witnessed or experienced 
ESP or PK. When I did finally come 
face to face with these strange phenom­
ena, my “belief” changed to conviction. 
Conviction, I can testify, is much 
stronger than simple belief.

I believe that a sense of deep personal 
conviction may be the key to achieving 
good results in the lab. Somehow this 
sense of conviction relays itself to our 
subjects who then score better. They 
seem to be psychologically responding 
to our sense of belief and enthusiasm.

Shortly after coming to this conclu­
sion 1 heard this story from a friend who 
had once worked with the late J. G. 
Pratt who claimed that, despite the fact 
that he had worked in the field for 
years, he had never had a personal psy­
chic experience. Pratt acknowledged 
that his belief in psychic phenomena 
was more intellectual than emotional 
but his belief turned to total conviction 
after he visited the Soviet Union in 
1968. There he saw psychic superstar 
Nina Kulagina demonstrate her PK by 
moving small objects across a tabletop. 
A few weeks later Pratt reported his 
first personal psychic experience. When 
his belief turned to conviction, he be­
came psychologically open to the per­

sonal world of ESP.
In the course of my conversations 

with Blackmore I have come to suspect 
that she resists — at a deeply uncon­
scious level — the idea that psychic 
phenomena exist. Even though she be­
gan her career as a believer, she betrays 
this resistance repeatedly in her writ­
ings. For example, while she rejects the 
evidence for ESP in her current article, 
in Fate’s September 1985 issue she 
reported on her successful collabora­
tion with Rupert Sheldrake. She be­
trays herself further when she tells us 
that she successfully described a target 
picture during a ganzfeld session but 
then hastens to dismiss the success as a 
coincidence — although, in her own 
words, she picked up “almost every 
detail of the picture”!

It is even more revealing that Black- 
more doesnT tell us in her article that 
she recently collaborated with Dick 
Bierman of the Netherlands in a PK 
study using infants as subjects. Dr. 
Bierman designed the computerized 
experiment and Blackmore ran it in 
England with her own baby, with signif­
icant positive scoring.

If Blackmore is ever fortunate 
enough to witness a poltergeist or see 
some other striking display of psychic 
phenomena, I am willing to bet that her 
experimental results will be more posi­
tive. I certainly hope this opportunity 
will come her way, as it did for me many 
years ago. Then perhaps she will be 
ready to write another article — on the 
making of a believer



Ш AITING FOR TH€ 
SPACC RROTHCAS
To a select group of earthlings extraterrestrials 
reveal their plans for our future.

Port II
By Jerome Clark

FT ER a bizarre traffic accident on 
2T. the Illinois tollway one afternoon 
in August 1985, flying-saucer contactee 
Ken Macmillan (pseudonym) is told 
that he and his son survived because his 
extraterrestrial benefactors slowed 
time down, keeping his car from being 
destroyed in the rush-hour traffic. 
Macmillan psychically channels mes­
sages from David and other beings 
from Landa, a distant planet. David 
tells Ken that he is his father and that 
Ken was sent to earth before the time of 
Moses, reincarnating over the centuries 
to prepare himself for the day of reck­
oning, soon to come.

Since the early years of the UFO con­
troversy, many persons have claimed to 
be in contact with benevolent beings 
from other worlds. Some of these, such 
as George Adamski and otherflamboy­
ant figures from the 1950's, were almost 
certainly conscious frauds. But most 
contactees are sincere and are willing to 
act on their beliefs even in the absence 
of earthly reward. In 1954 as Chicago­
based contactee group was warned of 
the imminent end of the world, attract­

ing much attention and suffering much 
embarrassment when the prophecy 
failed. Another contactee, Gloria Lee, 
starved herself to death while undergo­
ing a fast ordered by J. W. from Jupiter, 
with whom she communicated by auto­
matic writing.

Another contactee, Robert Renaud, 
claimed to be in contact, via radio and 
television, with people from the planet 
Korendor. Although uninterested in 
publicity, followers or money, Renaud 
produced a dozen large volumes of 
material describing Korendorian life 
and philosophy. He wrote these on the 
typewriter, his hands producing reams 
of error-free, clearly-written pages while 
his conscious attention was elsewhere. 
Investigator Allan Grise, who witnessed 
this automatic typing, heard tapes sup­
posedly of alien voices. Although 
Renaud’s story was unbelievable he did 
not act, in Grise's view, like a conscious 
hoaxer. “If this was fraud, it was pre­
posterous, unrewarding fraud, “he says. 
Renaud eventually dropped out of 
sight, saying he wanted nothing further 
to do with the Korendorians.
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AKIKO Arakawa is a shy, pretty 27- 
уеаг-old Japanese woman whose 
life is the property of beings from dis­

tant space. This life that is not her own 
has brought her, in July 1985, to Lara­
mie, Wyo., where she and other persons 
who believe they are in contact with 
extraterrestrial intelligences have 
gathered to attend the Rocky Mountain 
Conference on UFO Investigation.

Akiko smiles often but her eyes are 
sad. Her English is broken and when 
she speaks, it is always with Japanese- 
English dictionary in hand. She has 
come to America, she says, because her 
lover is here. She has met him only 
once, two years ago, when he appeared 
in her room and spoke with her. She 
remembers that he wore an astronaut 
Suit and helmet and he was handsome, 
with Eurasian features, but she remem­
bers nothing of what he said to her. 
Later she was to learn that he will not 
have her now because he has another 
lover, an earthwoman, but one day he 
and Akiko will marry. Their child will 
rule the earth — “of course,” Akiko 
adds.

For much of her life Akiko has 
received daily telepathic communica­
tions from the Elohim, wise beings who 
represent seven regions of space. (Elo­
him is Hebrew for “gods.” Akiko says 
she does not know this.) They monitor 
her daily life and sometimes laugh good- 
naturedly at her doings. Although the 
Elohim are not evil — they protect the 
earth from hostile aliens — they have, 
in effect, enslaved her. “I am a robot,” 
she says.

Her contacts have opened her and 
her family to dangers from malevolent 
elements, including violent men who 
kidnapped her father, a farmer, and 

took him to faraway Tokyo. Before 
releasing him, they warned him that his 
daughter must stop her contacts with 
aliens. Akiko says the kidnappers were 
members of a fanatical Buddhist sect 
which feels threatened by reports of 
extraterrestrial communications.

The contactee conference is full of 
strange stories but — with two or three 
exceptions — the people telling the sto­
ries are not themselves strange. They do 
not wear funny costumes or bear the 
pop-eyed countenances of fanatics. 
Were it not for their peculiar idea that 
they are instruments of extraterrestrial 
powers inhabiting a universe right out 
of Star Wars, they would seem “nor­
mal.” Well, not entirely; they are, one 
feels, a little nicer than most people, 
kind, sympathetic and sincere to a fault.

They may be naive but they are not 
ignorant. The contactees I meet range 
from the well-educated to the reason­
ably-educated to the self-educated. 
Many describe themselves as having 
been spiritually restless in their precon­
tact lives, convinced that somehow they 
were “different.” This feeling led them 
to investigate occultism, Spiritualism 
and other New Age doctrines. When 
they finally met the extraterrestrials, 
the contactees felt somehow that the 
information given them simply con­
firmed what they had known or sus­
pected all along.

Typically a contactee is told by his 
extraterrestrial benefactors that he is 
the most important person on the earth, 
their representative on the planet; yet, 
knowing this, contactees do not quarrel 
with others claiming like honor. They 
are just happy to be together and to be 
able to speak freely.

I meet few contactees who do not 
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think they themselves are extraterres­
trial. Some are convinced that they 
merely occupy terrestrial bodies, hav­
ing assumed the occupation by prebirth 
agreement with a terrestrial soul who 
agreed to move on at an early age. Oth­
ers believe that they have been here 
hundreds or thousands of years, their 
souls reincarnating again and again 
until the day of cosmic reckoning — 
which is now.

If they note the fact at all (and in my 
experience none has ever done so, unless 
specifically challenged on the point), 
contactees are not troubled by the 
myriad contradictions an outside ob­
server notices when he compares the 
various accounts. After affirming that 
“everything Adamski says is true,” a 
contactee (who claims herself to have 
lived on Venus, home planet of most of 
Adamski’s space friends) goes on to say 
that of the nine planets in our solar 
system, three (Venus and Saturn, be­
sides Earth) are inhabited by physical 
beings of humanlike appearance; 
Adamski’s solar system had 12 inhab­
ited planets. The same contactee says 
“white-light beings” live on Mars and 
“airlike beings” on Jupiter — again 
contradicting Adamski.

Few contactees wonder much about 
the fact that the cosmos they describe, if 
we are to credit massive astronomical 
evidence, could not possibly exist. If 
there is life on any other planet in the 
solar system, which is highly unlikely to 
begin with, it is probably not intelligent 
life; but even if it were, given the condi­
tions on those planets, such life would 
have to take unimaginable forms. Fur­
thermore, if intelligent life exists in 
other solar systems (a more reasonable 
possibility, but one a growing number 

of scientists have begun to question*), it 
is inconceivable that evolutionary pro­
cesses there would produce beings who 
look or think anything like us.• • •

I AM HAVING lunch in a Laramie 
restaurant with four contactees, one 
of whom is describing the beauty of the 

Venusian climate and the niceness of its 
inhabitants. When I politely ask how 
scientists ever got the idea that the 
planet has a surface temperature of 
something like 900 degrees F., the con­
tactee explains that terrestrial probes 
“are beamed by the Venusians to land in 
the desert, where it’s so hot that the 
earth metal in those machines was melt­
ing and malfunctioning two minutes 
after landing. The Venusians have lived 
there for millions of years and they 
don4 want the humans to come flying 
over there messing up everything.”

She remarks that no less than J. Allen 
Hynek, the noted astronomer and UFO 
authority, can attest to the reality of an 
inhabited Venus, since recently he has 
spent two weeks there attending a con­
ference. I respond mildly that I know 
Dr. Hynek fairly well (I am on the 
board of directors of Hynek’s Center 
for UFO Studies and edit its journal) 
and am unaware of any recent unex­
plained two-week disappearance on his 
part. “He wasn4 in his body,” the con­
tactee replies, speaking as if to one 
unusually dense.

Of course it takes no great wit to spot 
the innumerable improbabilities and 
contradictions in contactee accounts. 
More interesting are the similarities 
which, if only general (each story is a 
variation on a grander theme), are still
•See James E. Oberg's “We Are Аюпе." June 1980 FATE. 
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apparent to anyone who is paying 
attention.

The contactee universe, beginning 
with some or all of the planets in our 
solar system, is densely populated. 
Many of these worlds have inhabitants 
who resemble us but are better-looking. 
These beings, often called “Space 
Brothers,” are wise and benevolent. 
They believe in God and they share an 
occult-religious philosophy (recogniz­
able to knowledgeable earthlings as a 
sort of Christian Theosophy). They 
possess an extraordinarily advanced 
technology which enables them to fly 
anywhere they wish in space. They also 
have psychic powers and usually com­
municate telepathically. Some of them 
live in our midst.

The Space Brothers have a far- 
ranging alliance which they call the 
Galactic Federation. The Federation 
exists to maintain order in the universe, 
do good deeds and fend off evil forces. 
The evil forces are variously defined but 
almost always they turn out to be aliens 
who do not have human appearances. 
(The cynic may wonder if this is not the 
first hint of an incipient exobiological 
racism.)

One thing the evil forces want to do is 
to destroy or enslave the earth. Many 
contactees hold that UFO abductions, 
which are different from contacts be­
cause they involve persons being taken 
against their will by grotesque human­
oids, are committed by the evil forces 
who implant devices in abductees’ 
brains to turn them into helpless pawns. 
The evil forces have agents on earth.*

•The flamboyant contactees of the 1950's sometimes called 
these agents the “Silence Group,“ an arm of the “Interna­
tional Bankers." The "International Banker* theme was 
picked up from anti-Semitic mythology; indeed, the anti- 
Semitism of some of the Ws contactees was very thinly 
veiled. Among the latter-day contactees I have known, 
however, I have never heard expressions of racial or ethnic 
bigotry.

These agents, sometimes known as 
“men in black,” wear dark suits, drive 
big black cars and harass contactees. 
Sometimes the men in black claim false­
ly to be agents of the United States 
government.

We are living now at the most crucial 
moment in the history of the human 
race. Soon, probably between now and 
the turn of the century, great changes 
are going to occur. Human hatred and 
corruption have given the earth a hell­
ish reputation everywhere in the uni­
verse, but we earthlings are not irre­
deemable; what we require is a change 
in consciousness, a “raising of vibra- 
tions.”The Space Brothers and the con­
tactees are working to help us achieve 
this.

But we are on the brink of some 
major catastrophic event, such as a pole 
shift or a nuclear war. Millions of peo­
ple will die.* Contactees and their fol­
lowers will be saved, however. At the 
last moment they will be picked up in 
flying saucers and flown to safety, per­
haps on the planet from which, years or 
centuries ago, they sprang. The world 
will not end, though. The contactees 
will return and with the Space Brothers 
usher in a New Age of peace and 
harmony.

• • •

LEO SPRINKLE laughs. “My atti­
tude about these conferences,” the 
University of Wyoming psychologist 

says, “is that for a week we’ll allow peo­
ple to talk and all we’ll do is listen to 
them. And then, only when it’s all over 
and everybody’s gone home, we’ll say, 
‘Shit, that can’t be true!’ ”

Dr. Sprinkle, ajovial, enormously lik-

•But they will not suffer. Their souls will leave their bodies 
before their bodies are destroyed. 
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able man who insists that everyone call 
him “Leo,” has been listening to contac­
tees for years. Leo became aware of 
them through his interest in UFOs, psy­
chic phenomena and altered states of 
consciousness. In the 1970’s he entered 
into correspondence with a number of 
contactees, who were puzzled and dis­
turbed by their experiences. “Why me?” 
they wanted to know.

Leo couldn’t answer that but he could 
put contactees in touch with each other 
and so through him an informal net­
work was established. Soon some were 
urging him to hold a conference so that 
contactees could meet face to face. In 
1980 the first Rocky Mountain Confer­
ence on UFO investigation, sponsored 
then (but no longer) by the University 
of Wyoming’s School of Extended Stud­
ies, attracted about 20 participants. 
Since then a conference has been held 
every summer and attendance has 
steadily grown. The 1985 conference 
which I attended drew between 80 and 
90 persons. Not all were contactees, of 
course. There were also occult seekers, 
psychologists, writers, ufologists and 
the idly curious.

Leo says this is “both therapy and 
science.” The therapy is for the contac­
tees, who need the reassurance and rein­
forcement their fellows can give them. 
The science is for Sprinkle and June 
Parnell who are investigating the per­
sonality profiles of over 200 contactees. 
These contactees have all been given 
three widely-used psychological tests 
which measure mental health.

Leo is supervising Parnell’s Ph.D. 
dissertation, which compares the pro­
files of contactees with those of a sam­
ple of noncontactees. Parnell had ex­
pected to learn that contactees are psy­

chologically abnormal (i.e., “nuts”). She 
was surprised to find no detectable psy­
chological differences between contac­
tees and “normal” persons. In other 
words, you don\ have to be crazy to 
believe you have had outlandish ex­
periences.*

The two psychologists agree that the 
typical contactee is sincerely convinced 
he has had extraordinary experiences. 
What those “experiences” really are, 
however, is another question entirely. 
There is, they point out, “no evidence” 
these are physically real events, how­
ever much contactees might think that 
they are.

“Still, there is a certain amount of 
consistency in these stories,” Leo says. 
“And the people who are telling the sto­
ries come from all walks of life and from 
all over the world. These experiences 
have tremendous effects on their lives; 
yet most of them don’t have anybody to 
talk to about it. I think these people 
deserve to be heard and I certainly think 
this is a phenomenon social scientists 
should be investigating.”

ONE LEADING characteristic of 
the contact experience is its trans­
formative character. Those to whom it 

happens undergo dramatic changes in 
personality and outlook. Divorce often 
is one immediate consequence. Contac­
tees may move to other states and take

have a higher mental-health rate than the general popula­
tion. When people claim that contactees have a pathologi­
cal bent, it would be a very good idea to ask, ‘where are 
your data?’ since unorthodox behavior and beliefs are no 
sign in themselves of psychopathology.”



86 FATE
up new lives. They become deeply reli­
gious and they orient their lives toward 
fulfillment of the mission they believe 
the extraterrestrials have given them. In 
its initial stages the contact experience 
may be upsetting and disruptive but 
psychologically stable contactees usu­
ally find a way to incorporate it into 
their day-to-day living and it ends up 
benefiting them.

Not untypically the contact occurs at 
a crucial moment in the percipient’s life. 
That is how it was with Merry Lynn 
Noble of Aurora, Colo.

Merry Lynn was, by her own descrip­
tion, “an expensive hooker, one of the 
leading call girls in the western United 
States.” She was also wretchedly un­
happy, an alcoholic who consumed 
large amounts of drugs in order to 
endure an unbearable existence. Fin­
ally, desperate to put that life behind 
her, she turned to spiritual studies, hop­
ing that through them she could cure 
herself of her many ills.

In February 1982, depressed and 
exhausted, she went to visit her parents 
in Montana. One evening, “for old 
times’ sake,” they decided to go rabbit­
hunting. So they drove through the 
back roads on a clear, dark night search­
ing for rabbits. When they found none, 
they stopped the car and talked.

“We started talking about God and 
spiritual things,” Merry Lynn tells me. 
“My father didn4 believe in God but he 
did believe in Jung. I said, ‘I believe in 
some Power that unites the universe. 
And I believe God is connected with 
UFOs.’ Dad said, ‘You’ve been in the 
city too long.’ We all laughed.

“At that moment there was a whoosh 
sound and the car was covered with 
white light. I tried to look out the win­

dow but the light was too bright. I did 
get a glimpse, no more than a few 
seconds, of a saucer-shaped outline, a 
dark gray disc. It was about 100 feet 
over the car.

“I looked at my parents. They were 
just frozen there. It was like a movie 
that’s suddenly stopped.

“Then I felt my astral body rising 
through the roof of the car. I felt a sense 
of freedom that I’d never felt before. 
The light was no longer blinding. I 
began communicating telepathically 
with a source inside the UFO — a Pres­
ence. 1 was saying things and answers 
were being given.

“It’s hard to describe in words. It was 
absolute ecstasy, total peace, womblike 
warmth. I felt a sense of relief. ‘I’m so 
glad to leave that body,’ I thought. ‘No 
way I can go on, no way I can handle 
this life.’ I put my hands up and said, 
‘Thy will be done.’

“The Voice said, ‘That’s all 1 wanted 
to hear — that you would give up and 
do My will. Now go back to your body 
and do My will.’

“I said, ‘I need help, strength, sup­
port. I can’t go back to my old life.’ 
Then I received a sense that I would 
have help. My old soul went on. It had a 
big ego and it was worn out with emo­
tional problems. A new soul came into 
my body, with new energy, new hu­
mility.”

Merry Lynn’s voice breaks and tears 
run down her cheeks. She stops talking 
briefly, catches herself and goes on:

“At that moment 1 was dropped with 
a jolt into my body. The first thing I 
thought was, ‘This body is so heavy.’

“My parents had no awareness that 
anything had happened. It was like 
their memories were blanked out.” 
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Soon afterwards Merry Lynn re­

turned to Denver, where through, she 
says, a “series of‘coincidences”’ her life 
took an abrupt turn for the better. She 
got a good job and joined Alcoholics 
Anonymous. There she met Dan 
McLerren. “The Voice told me he was 
the one,” she says, “but he was too shy 
to ask me out. I had to ask him out.” 
They are now happily married. Neither 
has had a drink in З'Л years.

McLerren, himself visibly moved, 
says to me, “This is only the second time 

I’ve heard the story. Before now, before 
this conference, it was too difficult for 
her to tell it.”

Merry Lynn, now an English teacher 
and still in regular psychic contact with 
extraterrestrials, is busy writing her 
autobiography, titled Sex, God and 
UFOs. “The original title,” she con­
fides, “was If Sex Is So Wonderful, 
Why Am I in Jail?" And the merry lady 
who was saved by a flying saucer roars 
with laughter.

This is Part II of a three-part article.

THE GAY DECEIVER
ANEW WAY to get out of a boring 

meeting — or any situation — 
made news in October 1985. It’s a fake 

beeper which can be activated anytime, 
anywhere.

The small black device, called “False 
Alarm,” looks like a real pager. A 
switch activates a beeping tone — but 
not immediately. “To avert suspicion,” 
reads the advertising, the tone sounds 
20 seconds after it’s switched on.

About 13,500 False Alarms have 
been sold by mail and through stores 
nationally, according to its manufac­
turer, Omega Contract Design of Sun­
set Beach, Calif. The $29 item is mer­
chandised by The Sharper Image, a 
slick retail and mail order chain. In its 
Washington, D. C., outlet, manager 
John Whitaker told UPl’s Russ Kazal, 
“Washington is the kind of town where 
you've got the kind of people who 
could really use something like this.”

Social graces are adapting to chang­
ing times, adds store clerk Jonathan 
McVity. The fake pager, he notes, is “a 
new kind of polite gesture to replace 

conventions that have been worn down 
by life in the 1980’s.”

The device gets mixed response from 
customers. One distinguished-looking 
man said, “Not bad,” when the pager 
went off in his hand. A woman viewing 
the decoy called it “snaky,” adding, 
“My boss would probably use it.”

False Alarm is the brainchild of 
Omega’s President Gene Grant, who 
got the idea when bored one day in 
church. “I wanted to go fishing,” he 
says. When a man next to him left the 
church after being paged. Grant wished 
he had a convenient beep to summon 
him from the service. It was then he 
decided to produce his own.

While facilitating quick exits from 
long meetings. False Alarm serves as 
well to impress the opposite sex. It may 
also help create an executive image for 
those who lack one. Store clerk McVity 
says some buyers “give the impression 
of being anything but powerful — or 
busy."

And others? McVity says, “The rest 
are in it for good clean fun.”



By J. M. Iles

AS A YOUNG girl living in New
York City in the 1930’s, I con­

tracted scarlet fever. I was taken to 
Williard Parker Hospital for Commu­
nicable Diseases where the doctors 
fought for many weeks to save my life. 
The fever finally broke and I began a 
slow recovery but did not come through 
unscathed. Ears, heart and liver were 
damaged and I sustained an intermittent 
hearing loss, severe heart murmur 
and anemia.

Living in a crowded tenement on the 

our social worker arranged for me to be 
sent to a convalescent home for needy 
children.

“The Home,” as I called it, was 
supervised by nuns in black habits. It 
also had a doctor and several nurses 
in attendance.

I had never seen so much grass and 
so many trees in one place before and 
my eyes tried to take in everything at 
once. There were beautiful fruit trees of 
every description and large hilly pastures 
where dairy cows grazed. There were 
many buildings on the grounds and our 
group was taken to the one that housed

MYSTERIOUS 
SISTER OF MERCY

Who was she, this strange and beautiful nun
who came to comfort me when others swore she didn't exist?

East Side of New York with its smog 
and poor sanitation was not conducive 
to recovery. For months I was taken to 
the public clinic for weekly checkups 
and free medicine but I did not improve. 
My parents were advised to send me to 
the country where I would get the 
benefits of fresh air and sunshine.

Like most folks living in the wake of 
the Great Depression, my parents didn’t 
have the money to send me on such a 
trip. We were on home relief (as welfare 
was called in those days) but eventually 

the dormitories for our age group. I was 
seven years old at the time.

The large rooms contained eight to 10 
children each and a sister was assigned 
to each group. We slept on small cots 
lined up along opposite sides of the 
room with a small chair and dresser 
beside each cot. The large room 
reminded me of the hospital wards 
where I had spent so much of my young 
life. The furniture was painted white 
and the high narrow windows had dark 
green shades which were lowered every 



afternoon for rest periods.
The first several weeks passed quickly 

as my time and attention were taken up 
with the lovely scenery and the routine 
of the Home.

Aside from meals, I was allowed to 
attend school classes for short periods, 
take slow walks along the paths near the 
dormitories and attend daily mass in the 
small brick building that housed the 
chapel. It was there that I first saw the 
beautiful unknown sister.

One day, a few minutes into the mass, 
I began to fall forward in a faint. I had 
been sitting in the pew next to the sister 
in charge of our group and she caught 
me and helped me to the rear of the 
chapel. She laid me down in the last pew 
which was empty. She wasn’t especially 
alarmed because she knew I had periodic 
fainting spells resulting from my severe 
anemia.

Although I recovered from my swoon 
almost immediately, I felt weak and was 
bathed in a cold sweat. After sitting with 
me for a few moments and seeing that 
I was in no danger, the sister told me 
to remain lying down for the remainder 
of the mass.

A few minutes later I looked up to see 
the face of a beautiful young nun gazing 
down on me from behind the back of 
the pew. I didn’t remember having ever 
seen her before. I opened my mouth to 
speak but she put her finger to her lips. 
I must have dozed off, for the next thing 
I was aware of was the sister in charge 
shaking me gently on the shoulder.

As I followed her out of the chapel 
with the other children, I kept looking 
around for the young nun. I didn’t see 
her among the others and assumed she 
must have left before us.

In the days that followed, I kept 

looking for her. The Home was quite 
large with many children of different 
ages and ailments and had other dormi­
tories besides the one that sheltered me 
and others of my age. I assumed this 
particular sister was stationed in some 
other part of the Home. Looking for 
her became a habit with me.

• • •

AFTER SEVERAL months at the 
Home, the initial attractions began 
to wear thin and I felt the first pangs 

of homesickness. I was getting weekly 
check-ups from the doctor and daily 
medications. The fresh air, sunshine and 
good food were gradually improving my 
health. I still had to take the enforced 
rest periods and naps to conserve my 
strength. During one of these rest 
periods I saw the young sister again.

The dormitory was empty except for 
Sally, another little girl who had to take 
extra rest periods. The long green shades 
were drawn against the afternoon sun. 
Sally lay on her little cot a few beds 
away from mine and I saw that she 
wasn’t able to sleep either. We were 
forbidden to talk during these rest 
periods so we would just look over at 
one another every now and then.

The sound of the other children out 
in the play area drifted up to us and I 
began to cry softly as I thought of home 
again. Suddenly I saw the young sister 
enter the dormitory and come to my 
bed. This nun was small and slim by 
comparison to the regular sister-in­
charge who was tall and plump with a 
rosy face. In the dimness of the room 
the unknown sister’s face appeared pale 
and shadowy.

In a soft, gentle voice she asked why 
I was crying. As I whispered my little 
tale of woe, she stood at the side of my 
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cot listening patiently, smiling and 
nodding knowingly all the while. When 
I had stopped talking, she removed her 
long string of large wooden rosary beads 
and handed them to me. She told me I 
would be able to sleep if I were to recite 
the prayers. Before I had a chance to tell 
her I didn’t know how to say the rosary, 
she turned quietly and left. 1 held the 
great ball of wooden beads in both 
hands and with a feeling of peace 
settling over me, I was soon sound 
asleep.

It seemed only a short time before our 
regular sister-in-charge was gently 
shaking me awake. I remembered the 
rosary and searched for it but it was 
gone. The sister asked me what I was 
looking for and when I told her, her 
kindly wrinkled face lighted up in a 
big smile.
“You’ve been dreaming, child,” she 

assured me as she led us to the play area. 
I kept wondering about that and when 
Sally and I were alone, I asked her if she 
had seen anyone else in the room with 
us during nap time.
“Just the young pretty sister who 

gave you her beads,” she said.
So I hadn’t dreamed it after all. But 

what had happened to the beads I had 
placed under my pillow? I could only 
conclude that the young nun must have 
come back for them while I slept.

The days continued to pass pleasantly 
and whenever I had trouble getting to 
sleep, the young sister would appear and 
lend me her rosary. Each time I would 
fall peacefully asleep but the beads were 
always gone when I awakened.

There was something else that made 
the young nun different from all the 
others. But it took me a long time to 
realize what that was.

One day as Sally and I were standing 
next to some flower beds enjoying the 
lovely colors and scents, it dawned on 
me. The nun always smelled like 
flowers! Even after she left, the scent 
would linger for a few moments. Sally 
had noticed it too.

For the next several days we tried to 
catch the scent from any of the sisters 
who happened to be near us. They all 
just smelled of soap and sunshine. How 
silly we must have looked, inching up 
behind the nuns, sniffing at their 
clothing!

A few days later I caught a glimpse 
of the unknown sister standing at the 
back of the chapel in the shadows of the 
doorway leading out to the side garden. 
I was admonished for turning around 
in chapel when the sister-in-charge 
caught me at it. When we left the 
chapel, she took me aside and asked 
what I had been gazing at when my full 
attention should have been on the mass. 
When I told her it was the pretty young 
nun, she just walked away shaking 
her head.

As the months passed, my homesick­
ness increased and I began to have 
trouble sleeping at night.

The sister-in-charge had a small room 
at the end of the corridor and made 
rounds during the night to check on us. 
One particularly restless night our 
dormitory sister came in and found me 
still awake. She asked if I felt ill and I 
assured her I didn’t. As she started to 
leave I asked to borrow her rosary. For 
some reason the young sister hadn’t 
appeared as usual. When asked why I 
made such a request, I told her again 
how it always helped me to fall asleep 
when the other sister loaned me hers.

“This sister you’re talking about—
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what is her name?” the sister-in-charge 
asked, sounding annoyed.

‘‘I don’t know her name,” I said, 
“but she’s the same one I told you I saw 
standing at the back of the chapel the 
other day and she always smells like 
lovely flowers.”

Trying to control the impatience in 
her voice, the elderly nun informed me 
that no sister would remove her large 
rosary beads while on duty and certainly 
would not lend them. It was a special 
part of a nun’s holy habit and, further­
more, the sister couldn’t smell like 
flowers since nuns do not wear perfume. 
I had either dreamed or imagined it and 
she wanted to hear no more of it. With 
that she turned sharply on her heel and 
left me lying there hurt and terribly 
confused.

Then, still wide-awake, I turned over 
and saw the beautiful young sister 
standing beside my cot. Smiling but not 
speaking, she held out her beads for me 
to take. Without thinking I accepted 
them. Then, remembering what the 
dormitory sister had said, I tried to give 
them back to her, whispering I didn’t 
want to get her in trouble.

She just smiled all the more and 
shook her head. Then she went through 
the large white swinging doors leading 
into the hallway. Her figure was out­
lined by the flickering candlelight from 
the corridor.

Outside the doorway of our dormi­
tory stood a large statue of St. Joseph. 
A big votive candle was lighted in front 
of it during the evening hours. The 
candle acted as a night-light and illumi­
nated the halls. I suddenly realized I 
had again forgotten to ask her name. 
Although it was against the rules, I got 
out of bed and impulsively hurried out 

into the hall after her retreating figure. 
She was gone.

I was standing there in my flannel 
nightie and bare feet looking up and 
down the length of the long hall when 
the sister-in-charge returned from her 
rounds and saw me standing there. 
Visibly angry, she quickly escorted me 
back to my bed while demanding to 
know what 1 had been doing out in the 
hall. When I tried to explain, she 
snapped, “You’ve been dreaming again. 
There is no sister on this floor but me.” 
After admonishing me to stay in bed, 
she hurriedly left, still shaking her head.

1 looked over and saw that Sally was 
still awake too. A ray of silvery moon­
light faintly outlined her golden curls. 
She was smiling and waving for me to 
come over. I tiptoed past the other 
sleeping child whose bed was between 
ours and sat at the side of Sally’s bed. 
I whispered in her ear all that had 
happened.

Sally said she had awakened the night 
before to find the young unknown sister 
standing by her bed. The sister told 
Sally, an orphan who had waited a long 
time to be adopted, that she was soon 
going to leave here for a beautiful home 
of her own. I was happy for her.

I returned to my own bed and slept.
• * •

EARLY THE next morning we were 
awakened before the first bell to 
find the infirmary nurse placing a white 

screen around Sally’s bed. We were 
dressed hurriedly and ushered out of the 
dormitory. The days passed and I didn’t 
see my little friend anywhere. All 
anyone would tell me was that Sally had 
been moved to another building. I never 
saw her again.

One day, as I was standing near the 
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flower beds, I suddenly remembered the 
strong scent of flowers that had 
permeated the dormitory the morning 
Sally had been taken away. There 
had been no flowers either in the 
room or in the halls and none grew 
anywhere in the immediate vicinity of 
the building.

The dormitory sister found me sitting 
on the grass under a tree and sat down 
beside me. She was smiling and said she 
had some good news for me.

My first thought was that my friend 
Sally was better and would be coming 
back to our dormitory. That was not 
to be.

“The doctor feels you’re strong 
enough to go home so we have sent 
word to your parents,” she said. “Your 
father will be here at the end of the week 
to get you.” 1 was happy to hear this 
news but my thoughts were still on 
Sally. Somehow I knew in my heart that 
she had died.

Sister had been watching my face and 
must have guessed my feelings. “Why 
don’t you and I go for a little walk?” 
she suggested. “I’ll show you some of 
the grounds you haven’t seen yet.”

The elderly nun and I walked down 

the grassy hill toward a small clearing 
at the bottom. In the distance I could 
make out the shape of a large white 
statue. As we approached it from the 
rear, I asked whose statue it was. Before 
the sister could answer we had walked 
around to the front of it. I looked up 
and saw the face of the young nun.

“That’s her\ That’s her!” I shouted. 
The sister just stared at me. “What 

are you saying, child?” she asked.
“That’s the young sister Sally and I 

have been telling you about! It’s her 
face!” By this time I was jumping up 
and down in the excitement of at last 
being able to prove that Sally and I 
hadn’t been making up the whole thing, 
as this nun had thought. Here was 
the proof.

“Do you know the name of the 
person this statue represents?” the sister 
said to me.
“I told you, she never told Sally or 

me what her name was. The clothes are 
different but it’s her face, all right. 
What is her name?”

The nun’s face was strangely pale as 
she looked from me to the face of the 
statue and back again. She said, “She’s 
called Mary, Comfort of the Sick.”

AMTRAK’S HARD LUCK SPECIAL 
Bv Gene Utz

IN LESS than 31 hours on August
25-26,1983, Amtrak’s Silver Meteor 

bucked astronomical odds to take first 
place in any death-on-the-rails compe­
tition.

In Kenly, N. C., the Meteor, doing 80 
miles an hour on its run to Florida, 
slammed into a 1976 Ford LTD when 
its incautious driver drove around the 
lowered crossing gates. The car was 
totaled and the driver fatally injured. 

On its return trip north the 18-car 
train struck and killed a 57-year-old 
woman fishing off a trestle bridge in 
Savannah, Ga. Continuing its night­
marish run, the Meteor smashed into a 
pickup truck in North Carolina. A little 
farther on, it rammed a disabled tractor 
trailer stalled on the tracks, derailing 
itself and ending its unbelievable streak 
of accidents. None of the accidents was 
the fault of the train’s crew.
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The ghost had 
Ihtened the childre 

_ the dog and cats í
was making it clear she wanted

By Joyce Arnold

I MOVED into the house in Oceanside,
Calif., in 1964.1 had six children in 

tow; their ages ranged from three to 13 
years. My marriage had just broken up 
and the kids and I were on our own.

The house was at least 50 years old 
and its exterior needed paint but it was 
sturdy and roomy. Most important of 
all, it was cheap. With money in short 
supply, that was top priority.

I had to sign a lease for one year but 
the landlord, a pleasant generous man 
in his 60*s, said that if for any reason 
I ever felt I could not stay there the year, 
he would gladly let me out of the lease 
with no extra charge and no trouble.

At the time I thought he told me this 
because he felt sorry for a woman alone 
with six kids. That may have been true 
in part but I was later to find there was 
another, more important reason for his 
generosity.

The day we moved in, I had the 
strange feeling I was being watched. I 
kept turning around suddenly, expecting 
for some reason to find an old woman 
watching me. I couldn’t understand why 
my imagination had taken such a wild 
turn. I had talked with no one about the 
house; in fact, I knew nobody in town. 
We had moved to California only 

months before my marriage ended and 
had lived on the marine base at Camp 
Pendleton, so I knew little or nothing 
about Oceanside. As one who has never 
been easily frightened, I chided myself 
for being silly and vowed to put the 
matter out of my mind. I said nothing 
to anyone.

The first night we spent in the house, 
the three smaller children (who all slept 
together) woke me up screaming that 
someone was standing at the foot of 
their bed. Of course no one was there. 
I managed finally to quiet them down 
and at last went back to sleep.

The next night they woke me again 
insisting that someone was standing 
near their bed. The same thing happened 
the next night and again on the 
following nights. I was baffled. They 
had never done this before. Not even the 
presence of a night-light kept them from 
insisting that every night a figure stared 
at them from the foot of their bed. They 
disagreed, however, on whether it was 
an old lady or an old man.

As the months went by, strange little 
things continued to happen. I tried to 
ignore them as much as possible because 
I didn’t believe in ghosts or anything 
else supernatural. I believed in logic. 
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Whatever was in that house could be 
explained in a logical manner, I was 
certain.

We acquired a cat which promptly 
had two kittens and later we got a 
German shepherd dog. The cats lived 
in the house with us, the dog in the 
backyard.

One evening, as the children and 1 sat 
watching television in the den, the three 
cats sprang to their feet, yowling and 
spitting. Up went their backs in sharp 
arches and the hair on their tails and 
backs stood straight up. They were 
terrified—of something that we could 
not see. While we all watched frozen in 
shocked disbelief, all three cats howled 
and slowly backed out of the room, then 
scrambled madly for the back door.

I let them out into the yard and from 
then on that’s where they stayed. They 
never wanted to stay in the house again. 
I’d had cats all my life and I knew that 
was awfully unusual behavior.

Around this time I became friends 
with a man named Tom Perry. He 
thought it was funny when I told him 
the house was strange. Later we became 
rather serious about each other and 
when his mother Anne Hurley became 
very ill, I offered to take her in and 
nurse her until she was well.

From the first night in the house, 
Mrs. Hurley complained that something 
didn’t feel right. In the middle of the 
night I awoke to her screams. When I 
rushed in to find out what was the 
matter, she claimed that someone was 
in her room and had raised her head off 
the pillow. I managed to calm her and 
convince her that it was just a bad 
dream, but then it happened again the 
next night. Finally, after a week, even 
though she was far from well, she 

insisted on leaving what she claimed was 
the “hauntedest house” she had ever 
heard of.

A few weeks later she and Tom came 
over one night for a game of cards. 
We were sitting in the kitchen, the 
children all asleep, animals all outside. 
I happened to glance up and to my left 
just in time to see a vase rise up, float 
briefly in thin air and then crash to the 
floor. Annie and Tom looked up just 
in time to see the crash.

We were so astonished that for a few 
moments we could do nothing but gasp. 
Finally Tom spoke. “Maybe there’s 
something in this house,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t rule it out.” Our card game 
was over. I had the distinct impression 
someone there disapproved of card 
playing.

After this the atmosphere changed. It 
became intense as if whatever or 
whoever was there were determined to 
get us out—and fast! More and more 
I would find myself turning around 
suddenly expecting to see someone but 
I never did. But I couldn’t shake the 
strange feeling that an old lady was 
watching me with disapproving eyes.

Cold weather came. Part of the house 
was quite chilly and we could never get 
it warm. I arranged for the children to 
sleep in the warmer part of the house 
while I decided to move into the large 
cold bedroom.

This big room contained two beds, 
one a double, the other a single. I was 
awakened sometime in the night when 
my bed started shaking. At first I 
thought it was an earthquake. It wasn’t. 
After remaining awake for a while, I 
went back to sleep, only to have the 
same thing happen again. I finished the 
night in bed with some of the children.
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The next night I decided to try my 

luck in the double bed. That would be 
harder to shake and it looked much 
more comfortable. I read for a few 
minutes, then turned off the light and 
settled down to sleep. Just as I dozed 
off, three sharp raps sounded on the 
wooden headboard.

I jerked up, turned on the bedside 
light and examined the room. Nothing 
there. I went outside, then checked the 
kids; they were all sound asleep. There 
were no animals in the house. Finally 
I gave up, got back into bed and 
switched off the light.

Just as I was about to go back to 
sleep, three raps echoed in quick succes­
sion on the headboard, inches from my 
head. Trembling violently, I turned the 
light on again. I heard a creaking sound. 
I looked up to see the door open all the 
way very slowly. When it had opened 
as far as it could go, it slowly closed 
itself—all the way with a final click.

With every hair on my head standing 
on end, I managed to say, in what I 
hoped was a loud, brave voice, “1 don’t 
know who you are or what you want, 
but we leased this house for a year and 
we’re staying! We’re not hurting you 
and all we want is for you to leave 
us alone!”

There was no answer.
* • •

BY NOW, six months, maybe eight, 
had gone by. One night Tom came 
by to take me bowling. When he brought 

me home a little after 10:00 P.M., I 
found all the children up and 10-year- 
old Cheryl in hysterics. Brenda, my 
oldest daughter, told me what had 
happened.

They had all been playing in the room 
next to the living room when Cheryl 

started out to the kitchen for a drink of 
water. The living room was partially 
dark. Cheryl glanced up and saw some­
thing which she claims to this day 
looked like a blue silk scarf floating 
in midair. Her screams brought the 
children running but by the time they 
got there, the thing had disappeared.

Not long after this, one of the kids 
let Princess, the German shepherd, into 
the house and she wandered into one of 
the bedrooms and went to sleep. This 
particular bedroom had two entrances 
and a thick white carpet. To discourage 
the boys from running through the 
room—I was afraid they might ruin the 
carpet—I fastened shut one door (a 
folding plastic accordion type) and fixed 
a nail through the catch to keep it there. 
Princess had entered the room through 
the other door and dozed off on the 
thick carpet—until something woke her 
up and inspired her to let loose a 
horrible unearthly howl.

The younger kids (the older ones were 
in school) and I ran to the bedroom. 
There Princess, her eyes bulging, was 
standing in mortal terror as she stared 
at something that we did not see. Her 
howls intensified as she slowly retreated. 
I could not move. I felt a fear of the 
unknown even more acute than that I’d 
experienced the night I heard the raps 
on my bed.

I called to Princess but she didn’t 
respond. She wouldn’t cross that room! 
Something stood between her and the 
door where we stood. There could be no 
other explanation.

Suddenly she bolted through the 
plastic door that I had nailed closed. She 
tore the whole thing down almost as if 
it were paper. When I reached her—I 
didn’t go through the room, needless to 
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say—she was shaking uncontrollably 
and her heart was beating madly. I 
talked to her and petted her for a long 
time until finally she calmed down. She 
wanted out.

After that I made up my mind. Some­
thing was there and I could no longer 
ignore it.

The next day I visited the public 
library a few blocks up the street. I came 
home with my arms full of books on the 
paranormal. I read till my eyes were 
bloodshot and 1 found the answers to 
my questions. I learned that my expe­
rience was by no means unique and that 
such phenomena are being studied in 
many countries. I also learned that 
many great minds have been fascinated 
by such occurrences, so I really wasn’t 
being silly or hysterical. In short, there 
was a logical explanation: the house 
was haunted!

The final experience took place one 
night shortly before we moved out. The 
kids were all asleep and Tom had come 
over to play cards and watch television. 
At one point 1 got chilly and went to the 
closet for a sweater. The closet was in 
the room in which Princess had gotten 
so scared.

Tom, who followed me into the 
room, asked me if 1 would like to go for 
a picnic with him the next day. I said 
sure and we started to plan what we’d 
take and where we’d go. Then the whole 
atmosphere of the room abruptly 
changed. The air got heavy and our 
breathing became shallow. The room 
grew cold as ice.

I glanced at Tom and noticed that his 
face was pale. He mumbled, “We’ve 
got company.”

At that moment she came in through 
the doorway. I saw her—although not 

with my physical eyes. It was as if I were 
seeing her with my inner eyes. She 
glided—she did not walk—into the 
room. She moved to a corner and she 
glared at us with overwhelming hostility. 
We couldn’t move. We both just stood 
there, staring and barely breathing. She 
was short and small with gray hair 
pulled back in a bun and she wanted us 
out of her house!

After what seemed an eternity, she 
glided out and the spell was lifted. The 
room got warmer and we could breathe 
again. Tom looked at me and said, “My 
God! There’s something in this house. 
It’s haunted as hell! You’ve got to 
get out of here!” He was right on all 
counts.

JUST BEFORE the year was up, a 
lady came to my door asking for 
donations to some worthy cause. I still 

didn’t know any of my neighbors, so I 
was still ignorant of the house’s history. 
But the lady was talkative and she 
asked me all sorts of questions about 
how I liked the house and if 1 planned 
to stay there.

Then she said, “You know this house 
is haunted, don’t you?” She told me 
that an old couple had lived here for 
many years, all their married life in fact, 
and they had one child, a son. The 
woman was considered rather stand­
offish and a little strange but the old 
man was likable if eccentric. He died in 
a mental institution and the couple’s son 
currently resided in one. The old lady 
had died in the house—in the same 
room where the dog, Tom and I had 
seen the apparition!

The house had been sold after that 
and since then no one had lived in it for 
more than two months. People would 
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rent it, then promptly move out. Even 
the landlord tried to live in it, the lady 
claimed, but he moved out after a 
couple of months. People said strange 
things happened there and finally it 
became nearly impossible to rent—until 
I came along.

The children and I left California for 
good shortly after that. We’ve never 
been back. I wonder if the old house is 
still standing. If it is, does the ghostly 
figure of an old woman still roam 
restlessly through it, still disturbing the 
peace of the living?

“A LIVING CORPSE, A DEAD SOUL”
IN HIS final days, Adolf Hitler used 

“staggering” numbers of drug injec­
tions but probably was neither insane 

nor physically addicted, according to 
the only surviving doctor who was in 
the infamous bunker where the Fuehrer 
died.

“Hitler was not a drug addict in the 
strict sense of the term,” said Dr. Ernst 
Gunther Schenck. “He used many 
drugs but he never became addicted to 
any one.... But he was psychologically 
dependent upon the idea of drugs as 
magic."

The 81-year-old Schenck said he has 
studied the German dictator’s exten­
sive personal medical records over the 
past 40 years and has concluded that 
Hitler was neither clinically insane nor 
physically dependent on drugs.

“Medicine cannot explain Adolf Hit­
ler but it can offer some fascinating 
clues. Medically Hitler was neither 
unique nor unusual. He was the slave of 
some very common maladies,” Schenck 
said, among them depression, an in­
flamed colon, heart disease and Par­
kinson's disease.

His remarks appeared in a copyright­
ed story in the October 11, 1985, issue 
of the AMA’s American Medical News, 
whose national affairs editor Dennis L. 
Breo interviewed the doctor in Ger­
many.

Schenck was a colonel in charge of 
nutrition, for the Nazi army in April 
1945 when he was summoned to stock­
pile food for Hitler’s bunker. On seeing 
H itler for the first time, early on the day 
of his suicide, Schenck said, “He was a 
living corpse, a dead soul. Gone were 
the powers to charm, to fascinate, to 
bend others to his steel will. He was a 
wasted man with hunched shoulders 
and dead eyes."

Schenck’s findings complement a 
1983 book by British author David Irv­
ing titled The Secret Diaries of Hitler's 
Doctor, based on the diaries and re­
ports of Prof. Theodor Gilbert Morell, 
the physician who attended Hitler from 
1937 through 1945. Schenck said re­
cords kept by Morell filled 50 boxes 
and indicate that the dictator took 92 
different medications from 1941 
through 1945.
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Harold Helfer I

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Whelden were 
sound asleep, side by side, in their Fal­
mouth, Mass., home when a bolt of 
lightning zoomed through the closed 
bedroom window. Linda Whelden 
awoke to behold “a ball of fire” under 
her husband’s head. His hair and his 
pillow were on fire. She tried to pull him 
off the bed but the floor had become 
wet from the rain pouring through the 
broken window and she could not keep 
her footing. Chances are that Donald 
Whelden was killed instantly, though, 
by the lightning bolt. Mrs. Whelden 
was not hurt.

•
Hurrying home to Renton, Wash., 

Marc Barney died instantly when his 
motorcycle collided head-on with a car 
driven by his wife. Worried because her 
husband was late, Mrs. Barney had 
gone out to look for him. She was not 
hurt in the accident.

•
Dennis Yearwood was killed as he 

strolled down an Owings Mills, Md., 
road. A tire came off a truck, rolled 
1800 feet and struck Yearwood from 
behind.

•
When Ellen Martin of Brampton, 

Ontario, suddenly dropped dead, it was 
a double tragedy. She fell atop her five- 
month-old grandson whom she was 
baby-sitting and killed him.

•
When his daughter Ellen Gastwirth 

and his daughter-in-law Debbie Seiden gave 

birth to girls on January 23,1985, it was 
a festive occasion for Jules Seiden of 
New York City. The day was his 64th 
birthday.

•
Actor Mark Lindsay was hired to 

play the part of John Lennon in a movie 
about the assassinated Beatle star but, 
through no fault of his own, he was 
fired. A bizarre coincidence is what did 
it. The producers of the movie decided 
it wasn't fitting to have him in that part 
when it came to light that Mark Lind­
say’s real last name was Chapman. He 
had changed his name because another 
Mark Chapman belonged to the actors’ 
union. And, as it happened, Mark 
Chapman was also the name of the man 
who killed Lennon and is now serving a 
life sentence for the crime.

•
When citizen Henri Berard of Van­

couver, British Columbia, saw a car 
without lights weaving past a stop sign, 
its driver obviously inebriated, he 
promptly made a U-turn and set off to 
find a police officer. He did — but 
before he could finish telling his story, 
the policeman asked to see his license. It 
seems the officer had seen Henri Berard 
driving too fast and cited him not only 
for speeding but for driving without a 
license.

•
At the Lake Washington beach in 

Seattle torrents of rain fell and the 
waves were furious — and nobody came 
to the National Weather Service picnic.



St. Joseph’s Church...

BARE EARBOR
Untold numbers of Texans have survived killer storms 
in her sanctuary. Who can explain such ethereal protection?

By Luvine Elias

BRICK and stone buildings col­
lapsed. Wooden structures blew apart. 
Uprooted trees flew through the air and

utility poles snapped. After hours of 
200 mph winds and pelting rain, Gal­
veston, Tex., was inundated, a scene of 
almost total destruction. One building 
—St. Joseph’s Church — stood un­
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damaged, the refugees in her sanctuary 
unharmed.

Built by German immigrants in 1859, 
St. Joseph’s served as a meeting place 
for immigrants entering the United 
States through Galveston. Since it was 
built, it has survived many storms, even 
the killer hurricane in 1900 which 
claimed 6000 lives and almost totally 
destroyed Galveston.

After more than a century, the church 
still stands, a symbol of refuge. Its mas­
sive oak doors, delicately hand-carved 
altars and pews and arched ceiling not 
only reflect the artisans’ skill but also 
seem to represent ethereal protection.

Strangely, not everyone noticed or 
cared that the structure and her refu­
gees always emerged unharmed after 
devastating storms. And what storms 
could not do, avaricious men tried to 
do. In 1968 the sanctuary was closed and 
plans were made to convert the prop­
erty into a commercial site. Sanctuary 
furnishings, altars, pews and statues 
were auctioned off and the church was 
destined for the wrecking ball.

But knowledgeable men — and espe­

cially descendants of survivors of the 
1900 hurricane — began to ask, “Why 
destroy this historic church?" The Gal­
veston Historical Society granted their 
plea to save the sanctuary from certain 
destruction, then set about reclaiming 
the furnishings, altars, pews and statues 
which had been so summarily auc­
tioned off. Soon St. Joseph’s Church 
had been completely restored.

The Texas Historical Committee has 
erected a historical marker at the site 
which gives a brief history of the church 
and emphasizes its role in saving refu­
gees’ lives during killer storms.

During the latest hurricane — Alicia 
in August 1983 — a great-grand­
daughter of a survivor of the devasta­
tion in 1900 sought refuge in St. 
Joseph’s Church. Asked if the Galves­
ton Historical Society had restored its 
ethereal protective atmosphere, she 
nodded yes.

“I am living proof,” she said. “I sur­
vived Alicia in the sanctuary.”

St. Joseph’s Church apparently 
houses a power greater than that of 
wind and rain.

MACABRE COINCIDENCE 
By Lynn Schroeder- Nanko

The crash tore a hole in the building 
and set off a fire that gutted the wooden 
structure. Instantly killed were the pilot 
Merrel Gossman of Van Nuys and his 
passenger, Navy Hospitalman Robert B. 
Arrowsmith of Ogden, Utah. No other 
injuries were reported.

The chapel would have been full at the 
time of the crash and many more lives 
would have been lost if the memorial ser­
vice had not been canceled.

THE MARINE Corps Air Station 
chapel in El Toro, Calif., was des­
troyed April 27, 1985, when a plane 

crashed into it. A World War ll-vintage 
aircraft, performing in the Navy Relief 
Air Show, barreled into the empty chapel 
at 9:38 A.M.

By macabre coincidence, the chapel 
was to have been the setting for a memo­
rial service for two deceased airmen at 
9:00 A.M. but the service was postponed.



BOOKS
NEWS & REVIEWS

Jerome Clark

MYSTERIES OF MORMONISM 
ALL OVER the world people of all kinds 

are convinced they are in communica­
tion with paranormal intelligences. Al­
though these intelligences identify them­
selves variously as deities, saints, discamates. 
Ascended Masters or extraterrestrials, they 
otherwise have much in common, telling 
extraordinarily complex tales which offer 
new visions of the world and detailed hidden 
(or suppressed) histories of the human race. 
They also prophesy the coming of a new age, 
preceded by great destruction and suffering. 
The individuals who receive these messages 
are informed that they themselves are proph­
ets, that they have a major role to play in a 
great spiritual drama and that they are to 
spread the word and gather followers.

The result frequently is severe disruption 
of percipients’ lives. The prophecies go un­
fulfilled and the movements built around the 
higher intelligences' teachings fail, usually 
dying with the first generation of believers. 
Events like these happen far more frequently 
than most people realize.

What is rare is a successful modern 
movement based on alleged communications 
from a higher intelligence. None has been 
more successful than the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, better known as 
Mormonism. The peculiar circumstances 
that brought this faith into being are re­
counted matter-of-factly in Richard L. 
Bushman’s scholarly history Joseph Smith 
and the Beginnings of Mormonism (Univer­
sity of Illinois Press, Urbana, Ill., 1984, 262 
pages, $17.95).

Dr. Bushman, who describes himself as a 
“believing Mormon,” acknowledges that 
non-Mormons may have difficulty making 

sense of this tale of angelic visitors and gold 
plates which, when translated, give (in 
Smith's words) “an account of the former 
inhabitants of this continent, and the sources 
from whence they sprang.” (This account 
was published as The Book of Mormon.) 
Bushman writes, “My method has been to 
relate events as the participants themselves 
experienced them, using their own words 
when possible. Insofar as the revelations 
were a reality to them, I have treated them as 
real in this narrative. General readers will 
surely be left with questions about the mean­
ing of these experiences....”

Precisely so. Bushman’s book is best read 
as a clever, learned defense of the proposi­
tion that God, Jesus and the angel Moroni 
appeared at various times to Joseph Smith 
and annointed him prophet of a religion 
which was to supersede all previous Chris­
tian churches. While of course Bushman, a 
respected American historian, has every 
right to believe as he wishes, readers who 
reject this interpretation are not likely to be 
satisfied. That doesn’t mean that Bushman 
should be expected to provide some easy 
reductionist “solution” — in this, as in many 
other cases of claimed interaction with 
higher intelligences, accusations of fraud 
and mental illness are unhelpful, little more 
than dodges for those ducking hard ques­
tions — but I wish that Bushman had done 
more than simply recount events and argue 
for the sincerity of the participants, since in 
this context such an argument amounts to a 
brief for the divine origin of Mormonism. 
This is hardly the only possible inter­
pretation. 

Take, for example, his assertion, persua­
sively argued, that Smith, a man of little
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formal education, could not have produced 
out of his conscious imagination so complex 
a work as The Book of Mormon. Critics who 
concede as much have tried to link the Book 
to a novel by Solomon Spalding or to ideas 
from Smith's cultural environment, but 
Bushman easily demonstrates that this 
astonishing work not only bears no signifi­
cant resemblance to Spalding's but “portrays 
another world in many ways alien to our 
own," with an extremely complicated plot 
and a vast cast of characters. (It purports to 
tell the true story of the migration of the 
Nephites from Palestine to America around 
600 B.C. and the extinction of their civiliza­
tion around A.D. 400.)

Unfortunately Bushman goes no further 
than that, leaving the clear impression that 
only divine intelligences could have pro­
duced the Book. No mention is made of 
other equally remarkable “inspired” books 
allegedly passed on by higher intelligences. A 
discussion of the Book in this context may 
answer at least a few of the questions Bush­
man begs.

That archaeology has found not an iota of 
evidence that any of the events described in 

the Book really happened does not diminish 
the mystery of how such a tale came to be 
told. Nor is it easy to explain the visions 
Smith experienced in the company of others. 
Equally baffling is the matter of the appar­
ently physical plates from which Smith 
“translated” the Book. Yet these questions 
are no more puzzling than questions posed 
by the experiences of other prophets and 
visionaries, including the flying-saucer con­
tactees whose stories 1 recount elsewhere in 
this issue.

It is possible to believe anything if one sees 
the event that inspires that belief as unique. 
Joseph Smith's story is strange, maybe even 
inexplicable, but it is far from unique.

STRANGELY ENTERTAINING

POPULAR BOOKS on the mysteries of 
the world are seldom very good, usually 
because their authors are too lazy to research 

their subjects adequately or because they 
believe too much. Some, in fact, don't really 
seem to care much about whether what 
they're writing is true. Others simply don't 
know how to write.

None of these things is true of Daniel
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THE SECRET TEACHINGS 
OF ALL AGES

------------ By Manly P. Hall -----------

Famed mystic Manly P. Hall describes and 
illustrates the ancient Mystery teachings, especially 
as embodied in Masonic, Hermetic, Qabbalistic and 
Rosicrucian symbolism. Revealed are the secrets of 
a way of life and thought wholly beyond orthodox 
theology or philosophy. A stunning and 
authoritative book, 9И” x 13*', with nearly 230 
black and white illustrations, 48 of them full-page, 
and 45 chapters of text. Carefully indexed to aid 
exploration of your own particular interest in the 
юге and mysteries of the ancients.

Original edition, with cotor illustrations, cost 
$100. YOUR COST ONLY $2»Л0, softbound, plus 
postage-handling: $2.00 U.S.A.; $4.00 foreign.

Cohen, consistently the best popular author 
of books on mysteries real and alleged. 
Cohen knows his subject, enjoys it and writes 
with intelligence and humor. He also pos­
sesses a sane skepticism which acknowledges 
that, while most “mysteries” have mundane 
explanations, not every mystery has been 
laid to rest and there’s no reason to pretend 
we know everything there is to know. I may 
quibble with Cohen on the details — I can’t 
imagine, for example, how anybody can dis­
like Charles Fort, as Cohen says he does 
—but I can only admire his good-natured, 
commonsense approach.

ГЛе Encyclopedia of the Strange (Dodd, 
Mead & Company, New York, N.Y., 1985, 
291 pages, $16.95) is a delightful romp 
through anomalies of nature, history, 
archaeology, psychology, occultism and 
Forteana — a perfect book to delve into a 
few pages at a time and then, after you’ve 
finished it, to keep handy for reference if you 
need an accurate quick assessment of what is 
known about everything from “Ancient High 
Tech” to “UFOs.”

You may not agree with Cohen on every 
point. On occasion his judgments are, in my 
opinion, a little off. “Carlos Allende” of 
“Philadelphia Experiment" notoriety is less 
mysterious than Cohen makes him out to be 
(see Robert A. Goerman's expose “Alias 
Carlos Allende," October 1980 FATE) and 
the Roswell, N. Mex., UFO incident is more 
mysterious than Cohen judges it. But these 
are small matters. Cohen writes almost as 
proiifically as Brad Steiger used to, but his 
books usually have something to recom­
mend them. This one is one of his best.

Another engaging bedside-companion 
book is Omni's Catalog of the Bizarre, edited 
by Pamela Weintraub (Doubleday & Com­
pany, Inc., Garden City, N.Y., 1985, 246 
pages, $9.95, paperback). Catalog consists of 
short items, most of them no more than a 
page (or less) in length, reprinted from 
Omnfs “Antimatter" section, which deals 
with recent paranormal claims and scientific 
oddities. The book is nothing profound; 
it's a sophisticated “Believe It or Not” and 
nothing more, but it’s good fun.

True Tales of the Unknown, edited by 
Sharon Jarvis (Bantam Books, New York, 
N.Y., 1985, 164 pages, $2.95, paperback), is 
the kind of book that was popular about 20 
years ago but is seldom seen anymore: a
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collection of unrelated, supposedly authen­
tic ghost stories written in a breathless style 
reminiscent of pulp fiction. The result is a 
pleasant, harmless collection which those 
who wonder what ever happened to books 
like this will welcome.

OTHER REVIEWS 
THE STORY OF DION FORTUNE as told 
to Charles Fielding and Carr Collins, 
Star & Cross Publication, Box 25541, 
Dallas. Tex. 75225, 1985, 330 pages. 
$8.95, paperback.

Even to those familiar with her writings 
Dion Fortune remains an enigma. Her work 
ranges from sublime standard texts of West­
ern mysticism (The Mystical Qabalah) and 
down-to-earth advice for metaphysical nov­
ices (Sane Occultism) to silliness (The Eso­
teric Philosophy of Love and Marriage) and 
paranoia (Psychic Self Defense). She has 
been called a great occultist, a simple dissi­
dent breakaway from the Golden Dawn 
order and even a sex magician who wrote to 
Aleister Crowley for advice on how to per­
form animal sacrifices. Assuming that the 
truth always had lain between these posi­
tions, I have waited for years for a biography 
that would clarify and unify her work and 
personal history.

I eagerly tore into The Story of Dion For­
tune hoping to find answers to my questions. 
I was initially disappointed. First, this is not 
so much a book as it is a selection of articles 
with redundant, sometimes slightly confus­
ing information. Second, the book gives lit­
tle of her history but a great deal of the 
growth of the organization she formed, the 
Society of the Inner Light.

Unfortunately it is not until the middle of 
the book that we read, “The purpose of this 
book has been to examine Dion Fortune... 
against the background of the Society she 
created.“ Once this is made clear, the book, 
despite minor flaws, becomes an important 
contribution to the history of modem West­
ern occultism.

Dion Fortune (real name Violet Mary 
Evans nee Firth) was born into a Christian 
Science family, thus opening her mind at an 
early age to nonmaterial possibilities. The 
book’s unknown author or authors provide 
spotty information on her early years along 
with descriptions of events such as a psychic
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attack which affected her for years. The 
book follows her stormy relationship with 
the leaders of the famous occult organization 
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn and 
leads into her formation of the Society of the 
Inner Light. It then traces the history of the 
Society throughout her “Wardenship” to the 
present time. This history, brief as it is, 
makes the book worth its price.

But it also goes into the philosophy of the 
Society, explaining that the Society governs 
three different metaphysical directions 
simultaneously. One path is an earth myster­
ies cum paganism which is demonstrated in 
some of Fortune’s novels (The Sea Priestess, 
The Goat-Foot God) and is not to be con­
fused with the watered-down Ceremonial 
Magic rituals practiced by some who call 
themselves Pagans. The second path is that 
of Ceremonial Magic, as exemplified by 
some of her nonfiction prose (The Mystical 
Qabalah, The Esoteric Orders and Their 
Work). The third path, a side of Dion For­
tune that is little known, is a strictly devo­
tional path, for which she developed within 
the Society an organization called the Guild 
of the Master Jesus. All of this is well 

explained in the first half of the book.
' The second half goes beyond description 
to lectures and actual rituals used by these 
divisions of the Society of the Inner Light. 
This book finally provides the insight needed 
to understand the many facets of Dion 
Fortune.

The writers admit that there can be no 
“Full Story of Dion Fortune”; she left many 
“gaps, inconsistencies and gave inadequate 
explanations.” Most of those who knew her 
are dead and few of those remaining are 
willing to be quoted. They say only that “in 
time, perhaps, more detail will become 
available.”

So we are left with a few added bits of 
information: that she secretly wrote 
romance-mystery titles to help fund the 
Society (but we are given no titles), that, yes, 
she did use higher levels of sexuality in some 
of her rituals (but we aren't told of her many 
affairs). Perhaps we will never know all 
about Dion Fortune but this book shows a 
little more about her and a great deal more 
about the Society. For now it is enough. 
—Donald Michael Kraig.

(Advertisement)
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YOUR PAST LIVES AND THE HEALING 
PROCESS by Adrian Finkelstein, Cole­
man Publishing, Farmingdale, N.Y., 
1985,233 pages, $9.95, paperback.

The first three chapters of Your Past Lives 
and the Healing Process (subtitled “A Psy­
chiatrist Looks at Reincarnation and Spiri­
tual Healing“) give the kind of scholarly 
overview of the history of belief in reincarna­
tion one might expect from a man of Dr. 
Adrian Finkelstein’s credentials. I was happy 
to see an accurate evaluation of Ian Steven­
son's work but I began to worry when Fink­
elstein started to use the National Enquirer 
as a reference.

Finkelstein may have acquired sophisti­
cated skills as a psychiatrist and hypnother- 
Ж' it but he is naive about paranormal 

nomena. He fails consistently to examine 
alternate explanations or evidence that 
might indicate other factors accounting for 
his findings. His guided imagery might be 
better termed “misguided imagery” since it 
does not occur to him that he may con­
sciously or unconsciously be influencing his 
subjects to tell him what he wants to hear. He 
admits that he discusses various reincarna­
tion theories with them, unaware, appar­
ently, that he may be implanting suggestions 
and inviting them to create “past experi­
ences.”

He ignores reports of subjects who, after 
giving astonishing details of a “previous 
life,” have also revealed under later hypnotic 
sessions where in this life they obtained that 
information. He relates how he eventually 
restricted his “research” to lives lived no 
longer than 100 or 200 years ago for easier 
“verification” of details, stating, “I now 
stood on sounder scientific ground." Looks 
like thin ice to me!

Even more dismaying is his unequivocal 
acceptance of the claims of Philippine psy­
chic surgeons. Finkelstein asserts there is 
“overwhelming evidence” proving its valid­
ity but he cites none. He also states that 
“many scientists have become convinced of 
the genuineness of this phenomenon.” I 
know several who have investigated these 
“surgeons” and all were convinced that most 
if not all they witnessed was sleight of hand. 
All of us in this field are painfully aware that 
“hands on” phenomena are automatically 
suspect and that an M.D. or Ph.D. does not 

assure expertise in prestidigitation.
The doctor makes many unfortunate, even 

outlandish, statements. For example, ac­
cording to the observations (my emphasis) of 
a Japanese scientist, the psychic surgeon's 
energy, accumulated through the astral 
body, transcends the physical dimension, 
eliminates the physical energy of the patient’s 
body temporarily “dissolving” (dematerializ­
ing) skin or tissues. This, he says, “explains 
how a surgeon's hands can freely enter the 
patient’s physical body.... This paranormal 
ability is rare.” Quite!

Finkelstein's credulity is alarming and 
dangerous. Because of his credentials many 
readers may take his blind acceptance as fact 
and be misled and harmed in the process. He 
actually supplies the names, addresses and 
sometimes phone numbers of Philippine 
healers.

The remainder of this book is a hodge­
podge of speculation about the Bible, astrol­
ogy, spiritual growth and other matters. 
Unless you’re seeking an affirmation of 
unfounded beliefs, you can skip this one. 
—Rosemarie Pilkington.

THE WAY OF CARTOUCHE by Murry 
Hope, St. Martin's Press, New York, N.Y., 
1985, 213 pages, $19.95.

The Way of Cartouche is a brand-new 
divinatory system which, barring certain 
frustrating mechanical difficulties, might 
well rank up there with the Tarot. Its inven­
tor Murry Hope is a wise and eclectic mystic 
who here presents a knowingly simple 
approach to a plethora of strange ancient 
Egyptian profundities, as the name “Car­
touche” suggests. What you get is a deck of 
25 cards, each one a “cartouche” of an 
ancient god or mystic notion, and a hand­
book on their use, well-written and easily 
read. Nonetheless I had problems with the 
whole business right from the start.

The book kicks off with the almost man­
datory blather about archetypes, relativity, 
Atlanteans, Star People and whatnot, all of 
which the skeptic will find unconvincing and 
the evolved believer unnecessary. A few of 
the author's own notions may make you 
blink, such as her warning that the potency 
of the symbology is such that the cards may 
sometimes reverse themselves in the deck 
when necessary! Once past such impedi-
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ments, though, you’re into some pretty fas­
cinating stuff.

My real problem, however, was with the 
slender deck of triple-size cards which I 
found difficult to handle smoothly and im­
possible to use for divination. These you first 
cut in five prescribed moves, three of which 
are meaningless. Has anyone thought this 
thing through? What is worse, the back art­
work is so ill-rendered as to plainly show 
whether the cards are upright (mainly good) 
or reversed (mainly bad) as you handle them. 
1 found this so distracting that 1 had to look 
away, compounding my difficulties.

I purposely tried all this during a “hot 
streak” in some ESP testing. It took me three 
questions and layouts before I got an intelligi­
ble reading — which turned out to be wrong. 
These cards were definitely telling me some­
thing. They were telling me that they didn't 
like me very much.

But even when wrong, the reading had 
power to inspire in my mind all sorts of novel 
and useful insights into my questions. Nor 
did my testing do the system real justice. I 
think Cartouche could work. It deserves a 
better deck and a better chance. — Garman 
Lord.

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO PAST LIFE 
REGRESSION by Florence McClain, 
Llewellyn Publishing, St. Paul, Minn., 
1985,160 pages, $6.95, paperback.

Florence McClain’s transpersonal ap­
proach to past-life recall is practical and spir­
itual. A Practical Guide to Past Life Regres­
sion offers detailed instructions for recalling 
what may be past-life memories. Equally 
important, it presents them in a framework 
that is psychologically sound. McClain’s 
viewpoint is always focused on the here-and- 
now usefulness for personal growth of what­
ever you may learn about your past lives. She 
says that if it doesn’t help you function well 
in the world, if it doesn’t help you become 
happier, saner and more loving, then past­
life recall is merely a parlor game. 1 couldn’t 
agree more.

McClain's approach doesn't attempt to 
persuade you of the reality of reincarnation. 
Rather, it begins with the assumption that 
you either believe it or are interested enough 
to explore the possibility on the basis of per­
sonal experience. Yet she does not ignore the 

parapsychological evidence that indicates 
the reality of reincarnation. (She describes 
herself as a parapsychologist, although that 
term is used very loosely today, and she tells 
us nothing about her experience except to 
say that she has conducted more than 2000 
past-life regressions.)

Nor does she attempt to examine in detail 
the many philosophical questions surround­
ing reincarnation but, again, she doesn4 
wholly ignore them and does offer some 
interesting comments along the way about 
the origin of souls and the time interval 
between lives. So there is a judicious balance 
between the theoretical and the practical.

It is said that on the night he was enlight­
ened Buddha recalled all his previous lives, 
some 900,000 of them. If that is an indication 
of how many past-life regressions a person 
would have to conduct this time around to 
attain enlightenment and get off the wheel of 
death-and-rebirth, forget it! Fortunately for 
humanity, Buddha and other sages have 
taught and demonstrated the “steep path" to 
enlightenment that goes directly beyond the 
entire space-time framework in which rein­
carnation occurs. As the yogi Shankara put 
it a millennium ago, from the enlightened 
point of view, reincarnation does not mean 
that your ego moves through successive 
existences but that the transcendent Self is 
the “one and only transmigrant."

I am delighted to say that A Practical 
Guide to Past Life Regression is grounded in 
that perspective. McClain clearly under­
stands the transpersonal nature of personal 
growth through lifetime after lifetime and 
explicitly explains it for the reader’s benefit. 
As Buddha showed, we do not need to recall 
all our previous lives to become enlightened. 
But since reincarnation is an aspect of bom- 
existence, it must be examined in the course 
of our rediscovery of the Self.

From that point of view McClain has writ­
ten a valuable book which separates the 
sense from the nonsense surrounding the 
current interest in past lives. She argues from 
a wide variety of her own research cases that 
past-life experiences may be the basis of 
present-life problems. She also holds that 
recalling past-life experiences  can be a signif­
icant breakthrough for those undergoing 
psychotherapy, even the major step toward 
restoring the person to health and happiness. 
— John White.
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HELP FOR ABDUCTEES
In the debate over whether UFO abduc­

tees are reporting birth trauma, we may be 
overlooking a basic question: the possible 
meaning of what has happened. Whether 
abductees have had an objective contact (i.e., 
they have been taken physically into extra­
terrestrial vehicles and examined in some 
way) or whether it was subjective (i.e., they 
imagined it), the fact remains that they share 
an experience that evokes particular imag­
ery, possibly that of birth. Why this imagery 
instead of some other?

I suggest that what these individuals have 
undergone, either objectively or subjectively, 
is some sort of initiation. They describe it 
with birth imagery because this is the com­
mon and appropriate metaphor used in 
numerous religions to describe spiritual rites 
of passage. The experience is not so much a 
reliving of the physical birth trauma as it is a 
birih analogue. Many of our common 
human physical processes — birth, death, 
eating, for example — are used as analogues 
to spiritual experiences. In other words, they 
are used to symbolize these higher-plane 
events.

You may object that the abductee, unlike 
the prepared eager initiate, had no expecta­
tion that anything would happen to him and 
has suffered considerable distress and confu­
sion afterwards. It is possible that his soul (or 
spirit) may be ready to move on to higher 
experiences — which is what initiation is all 
about — while the body and its everyday 
awareness remain where they were, suffering 

increasingly from their incompatibility with 
the Higher Self. Think of the ill health and 
mental difficulties of many mystics and spir­
itual geniuses, problems that may well have 
been the result of the spiritual experience 
—as if the physical and emotional apparatus 
could no longer serve as an appropriate vehi­
cle for the soul.

The problem is more than academic. 
While we argue about details of the birth 
trauma and the psychological minutiae of 
abductees' lives, many of them are trying to 
pick up the pieces, knowing that they will 
never be the same, that something has hap­
pened, but they are unable to understand 
what or why. If we take a clue from the birth 
imagery and interpret an abduction as a 
birth analogue, we may be able to help 
abductees comprehend the experience as an 
initiation so that they may move into the new 
life that has opened up. — Margaret B. 
Schworm, White River Junction, Vt.

KEEPING CSICOP HONEST
Since I had debunked a number of Bigfoot 

hoaxes as well as the New Guinea “mer­
maids," when I moved to Los Angeles last 
year I decided to see a skeptics'organization 
from the inside. I found a new chapter of the 
Committee for the Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal called the South­
ern California Skeptics (SCS) operating on 
the Cal-Tech campus in Pasadena. SCS held 
monthly meetings with lectures in a skeptical 
vein and treated such topics as UFOs, the 
Bermuda Triangle and all paranormal phe-
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nomena in a negative light. Among the lec­
turers were Robert Sheaffer and Paul Kurtz, 
and James Randi attended one meeting.

I joined the chapter and offered alterna­
tive views on various topics during the 
question-and-answer periods. Imagine the 
opposition I encountered! I felt intensely 
negative vibes at these meetings and if 
thoughts could kill, some of those little old 
ladies from Pasadena would have knocked 
me off. I also found that some of the young 
students actually came to learn about the 
paranormal, even if by the back door.

In time I heard numerous complaints from 
the members about the way the organization 
was run. The people who communicated 
with me indicated that they felt paying SI5 a 
year to get a mere newsletter while they could 
not vote for officers or leaders or participate 
in investigations of “paranormal claims” was 
frustrating. The monthly meetings were held 
merely to announce what the Board of 
Directors had already done.

Once, however, I was able to read the new 
by-laws which relegated the general mem­
bership to a “subscriber” class with no vote. I 
also learned that the SCS newsletter would 

publish nothing that remotely suggested any 
sympathy for paranormal claims. I found 
other things — such as that amendments 
were added to the by-laws without proper 
advance notice, thus making all additions 
technically null and void (if a lawyer ever 
happened to be around).

At a recent meeting 1 was met by three 
security guards from Cal-Tech who were 
there to make sure I didn’t “disrupt” the 
proceedings. I shook hands with these men, 
saying, “No problem,” then passed out 300 
leaflets which called for enfranchisement of 
the membership, changes in newsletter pol­
icy, a social hour and a new structure for the 
meetings. The assistant managing director 
tried to order me to stop but the audience 
snapped up the leaflets and read them 
eagerly.

As I left 1 got a lot of dirty looks from the 
higher-ups. — Erik Beckjord, Malibu, Calif.

Thanks and congratulations for Curtis 
Fuller’s ongoing commentary on the para­
psychological scene and the irrational and 
unconscionable CSICOP. Any layman, such 
as I, with some acquaintance with the litera­
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and geologists. 2-IÓ oz. weight allows J 
outdoor work in wind. Chrome- I 
finished. $14.95.
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ture and a desire to be objective can hardly 
escape the overwhelming evidence in favor 
of the existence of the paranormal.

Skeptics, of course, are asking the im- 
possble. A spirit or spiritual element cannot 
be dissected or put under a microscope to be 
examined like a lump of ore.

It seems that persons who assail paranor­
mal claims are rejecting the facts because of 
the implications of those facts for their 
materialistic position. Is it possible that per­
sonal implications of the paranormal are 
what the opponents really wish to eliminate? 
— Robert S. Camburn. Glenside, Pa.

FLIGHT OF FANCY
It puzzles me that anyone can speak of 

separating mind from body as D. Scott Rogo 
does in his review of Harvey J. Irwin’s Flight 
of Mind (January 1986 FATE). To me the 
word “mind” is an objectification of an 
action, just as “activity” is an objectification 
of action. Our philosophical and parapsy­
chological problems would diminish if we 
ordinarily replaced the word “mind” with a 
gerund like “viewing" or “feeling.” When 1 
say I “have a mind” I mean that I sense (view) 
and remember. If I were not a body doing the 
observing, there would be no observing to 
call “me.”

Consider an analogous word — imagina­
tion. I don’t read about anyone’s imagina­
tion leaving his body and wandering around 
town. Yet that seems as logical as perceiving 
consciousness outside one’s body. Does 
Rogo’s book-reviewing ever leave his body? 
— Harry E. Mongold, Manhattan, III.

EVOLUTION GOES ON...
In “Report from the Readers” (December 

1985 FATE) Arthur Retzlaff expresses 
astonishment that FATE holds the editorial 
opinion that evolution is a fact and suggests 
that the editors remain open-minded about 
it. I have found them invariably open- 
minded — but to be fair to Retzlaff he 
makes an interesting point. Evolution is not 
a fact. It is a theory.

Whenever anyone upholds evolution, its 
opponents immediately bring up the old con­
troversial apes-to-men idea. Actually we can 
rule out all that because no one knows 
whether Adam had a fur coat and thumbs on 
his feet. Plenty of evidence supports the idea 
that apes and men are no more closely
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AKASHIC READING

Amazing Impressions of your two past Ilves, telling 
who, what and where "you were—your loves, talents, 
etc. Send $30, photo (returned) and birth date, place. REV. E. HESSEL, P.Ò.B. 7», BROOKLYN, NY 11207

WHO CARES?
/ Do! Dissatisfied with Computer Inter­
preted Astrology? I offer personalized 
quality analysis of growth and coping po­
tentials in relationships, career, money, 
etc. Natal Chart-Futurekast Combination 
(2 full charts) $60.00. Chart Comparisons 
$45. Learn how to make positive use of 
your signs. Send birthdate, time, place to 
Victoria Wentworth, Astrologer-Consul­
tant, 529 Court St, P.O. Box 733, Reading, 
PA 19603. Free follow-up consultation.

NEW YORK'S FAVORITE SEER 
NOW OFFERS INSIGHTFUL READINGS BY MAIL

MOVING?
TELL US WHERE!

Don't take a chance on missing a single 
issue of FATE! At least six weeks before 
you move send us notice with your new 
address — typed or printed, with zip code. 
Attach the address label from the front 
cover of FATE. Mail both to:

FATE/Subscriptlons
170 Future Way, Marion, OH 43302 

related than the elephant and the hyrax. The 
vast gap between the ape’s brain and that of 
modern man makes it appear that the latter 
is indeed a special and separate creation. All 
those “missing link" fossils dug up in Africa 
might have come from distinct species of 
hominids now extinct.

As an amateur naturalist with a special 
interest in birds, I Find strong evidence of 
evolution still going on. Among the birds I 
see many subspecies that give the impression 
of new species gradually evolving. For 
example, the goldfinch of Europe and the 
goldfinch of America are alike in habits and 
song but in plumage they are quite different. 
It is obvious that they had a common ances­
tor. Scandinavia has the hooded crow, a gray 
and black bird. Great Britain has the carrion 
crow, an all black bird exactly the same as 
the hooded crow except in color. Where the 
two forms overlap they will interbreed and 
Eiroduce fertile hybrid young. Evolution 
rom an ancestral type must surely be re­

sponsible.
North America has about six subspecies of 

song sparrow, ail behaving like song spar­
rows but looking very different from each 
other. Some are dark, some pale, some 
small, some big, but they will all interbreed 
and produce fertile young. 1 regard this as 
more evidence that evolution is still going 
along nicely as it always has and ever will do. 
To my mind evolution is controlled by the 
Creator. — Arthur T. Jeffery, Clearwater, 
B.C., Canada.

WHAT’S UP THERE?
Jerome Clark made a mistake when he 

decided to publish his favorable review of 
Francis G. Graham’s booklet There Are No 
Alien Bases on the Moon (November 1985 
FATE).

I take issue primarily with Clark's calling 
Graham a “lunar authority” and saying that 
the booklet is “well researched.” I read it and 
I say nonsense to both compliments because 
in my opinion Graham seems to lack the 
necessary knowledge to debunk Fred Steck- 
ling’s photographic claims. Graham uses just 
nine pages to present his mostly erroneous 
comments and introduce a lot of misinfor­
mation. Since my accusations are serious I 
will explain why I feel that Graham is not a 
“lunar authority” and I will show that the 
booklet is not “well researched,” despite
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Graham’s unimpressive 48 references.

Because of the abundance of choices, the 
following two examples are not necessarily 
the best of the lot but they are representative:

First, Steckling's Plate 107: The caption 
reads, “Lunar Orbiter IV Photo of white 
Cigar-Shaped Object near the Crater Romer. 
NASA No. LO IV 89-H3."Grahamexplains 
it away with one sentence: “It appears to be 
part of the crater rim."The simplest research 
will show that the crater is not Romer but 
Taylor A. Romer is north of the equator; 
Taylor A is south of the equator, hundreds of 
miles from Romer. The NASA photo num­
ber is correct for Taylor A. Steckling does 
show Crater Romer on Plate 123, still using 
Taylor A’s photo number.

Second, Steckling’s Plate 31: The caption 
says, in part, “. . .Closeup of the Crater 
Kepler.. .showing 3 domes (like large radar 
domes) located at the crater’s rim.. .Lunar 
Orbiter III Photo No. 67-H-201." 1 сапЧ 
quote Graham fully here because of space 
limitations but what he offers, as a debunker, 
are excuses for his inability to “interpret” the 
“domes” mainly because of the quality of the 
photo. Then he offers erroneous information 
to support his meager research. He says that 
“several earth-based telescopic photos, such 
as that taken with the 74-inch reflector at 
Helwan Observatory, show these ’domed 
structures' to be part of the crater rim." 
Again, simple research shows that the cor­
rect photo number is 1II-162-M. An over­
head view of Kepler on Plate 181 in Lunar 
Orbiter Photographic Atlas of the Moon 
(NASA SP-206, 1971) shows a normally- 
shaped crater with a clean rim. The photo­
graph in question was taken from an angle 
that gives the illusion that part of the central 
peaks are resting on the rim. This photo has 
been reproduced in many publications with 
varying degrees of contrast. Steckling’s is the 
worst. The best can be found in the February 
1969 issue of National Geographic.

It is obvious that as long as there are Steck- 
lings out there, anyone undertaking to prove 
them wrong needs some common sense and 
logic. Graham hasn’t yet made the grade. — 
Edward Lopez, North Hollywood, Calif.

One of the major fallacies in Jerome 
Clark’s review of Francis G. Graham's stupid 
book is the statement that William Brian Il’s
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Moongate would have us believe we never 
went to the moon. This is a lie. Bill Kaysing, 
mentioned in Moongate, was of that opinion 
because the photos and telecasts sent from 
the moon made it more than evident to any 
intelligent observer that the moon has a 
substantial atmosphere and high gravity. 
Brian's case is airtight. (I collaborated with 
him on the book although he gave me no 
credit.)

It is also obvious that Graham has no 
regard for the truth. His infantile arguments 
to support his claim, which Clark endorses, 
indicate he is either a stupid man or a 
charlatan. Many photos which support the 
idea of alien bases on the moon were made 
by astronomers with powerful telescopes. 
One of the photos taken through a 200-inch 
telescope decades ago shows a hangarlike 
structure on the moon. This photo was not 
available to the American public but was 
widely circulated in Germany.

Deep layers of dust and soil prove the 
moon has a dense atmosphere. 1 could go on 
and on but it isn’t necessary. All this is 
covered in my book The Awesome Life 
Force which you have not seen fit to review 

— no doubt because it thoroughly confutes 
everything that is held dear in the realm of 
orthodoxy. — Joseph H. Cater. Portland, 
Oreg.

GOOD TIMING
Reading Mary Rose Barrington’s “A Slip 

in Time and Place” (October 1985 FATE) I 
came upon an example of synchronicity.

Barrington's story is about the Evelyn 
Church where the diarist John Evelyn lived 
in Wotton, England. Our son recently sent 
me a book he thought I would be interested 
in titled John Evelyn’s Acetaria (1699), The 
Grand Salad, compiled and edited by Made­
leine Masson. She wrote the foreword in 
which she said she had a rapport with John 
Evelyn, a feeling of having known him.

John Evelyn was born in a moated manor 
house on Leith Hill at Wotton, Surrey, on 
October 31,1620. He was the younger son of 
Richard Evelyn, a local squire, justice of the 
peace and high sheriff of the county. John 
and his brother in later life restored the old 
manor and church in Wotton. — Isabelle M. 
Went. Mountain Home. Ark.

(Continued on page 127)

Spin tbe Wheels! Explore the Future!
IRENA’S

TAROT WHEELS 
OF DESTINY

Mystery surrounds the origin of the Tarot and 
its strange symbols. The oldest known deck was 
made for Charles VI of France about 1393. The 
modem deck of playing cards evolved from the 
Minor Arcana of the Tarot, and Irena uses the 
modem symbols for these 56 cards. She retains

the traditional symbols for the 22 cards of the Major Arcana.
“Irena’s Tarot Wheels of Destiny" are a revolutionary advance in using the Tarot to reveal and 

guide. This luxuriously beautiful device—Irena’s invention after 17 years of working with the 
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ANCIENT TEACHINGS
MYSTICAL POWER can be developed! Priceless 
teachings. Opening the third eye. Brainaerobics®— 

tion to meditation. Oriental Sexual Secrets and 
more. Send $5.00 for sample tape and audio/ visual 
catalog today, guaranteed experience!—United 
Yoga Institute, 3213 Central N.E., Dept. F. Albu­
querque, NM 87106. 505/255-2900

AROMATHERAPY
WANT TO TRY something old? For thousands of 
years aromatics have been used for spirituality, 
sensuality, magic and healing. Now Rhizotome 
creates the opportunity to discover the wonderful 
world of essential oils and connect with a tradition 
that originates in Ancient Egypt and AyurVeda. 
Free catalog. — Rhizotome, Box 588, Boulder, CO 
80306. Wholesale/retail

ASTROLOGY
FREE ASTROLOGICAL FORECAST with sub­
scription to new astrology newsletter. Inquire: 
Newsletter F, 75 Alto Dr., Oak View, CA 93022
ASTROLOGY CHARTS, $25.00. Complete 
planetary positions. Much more than just your sun 
sign. Send birth date, birth time and birth place. 
—M. Clark. Gillett, Northampton, MA 01063
COMPATIBILITY CHARTS: Send both persons 
birth date, time, place. $20.00. — Astrocomp, Suite 
112, 1700 Stumpf. Gretna, LA 70056
“MYSTERIES OF ASTROLOGY" describes you 
and everyone you know. Cusp bom explained. 
Most compatible partner, personal and business. 
Personalities of women, men and children; also 
health, depicted individually. Seven year cycles 
thoroughly explained. 266 pages. Send $12.00 to: 
McCardon Publishing, 13224-F Avian Place, 
Nevada City, CA 95959
COMPUTERIZED HOROSCOPES, individually 
interpreted. Excellent personality reading. Send 
$25.00, name, address, date, time and place of birth 
to: Don, 1309 Fairfield, El Paso, TX 79925
GIFTED VISIONARY Answers five personal 
questions, $10.00. Send birth data, photo. — Brian 
Seabrook, P.O. Box 31022, Phoenix, AZ 85046 

HALLEY'S COMET Commemorative coin. Limit­
ed edition with display case. $9.95 ppd. МС/ VISA 
orders, call RCK Scientific toll-free: 1-800-86- 
COMET.
ASTROLOGICAL COUNSELING especially for 
those who wish to grow spiritually. Personal, not 
computerized. Contact: Melissa Morris, P.O. Box 
10252, Raleigh, NC 27605
ASTROLOGY and assorted Christian Spiritualist 
lessons, services and supplies. For free informa­
tion, write: Triumvirate Society, 317 E. La Palma 
459, Anaheim, CA 92801

BOOKS—FOLIOS
OCCULT SCIENCE IN MEDICINE, Franz Hart­
mann, M.D. Principles of alchemical medicine as 
expounded by Paracelsus and other Rosicrucians. 
Postpaid in U.S. $7.00 — Red Eagle Publishers, 
Box 267, Nixa, MO 65714
SUCCESS ROAD - How to get on it. $3.00. 
—Box 1725, Ontario, CA 91762
UNHAPPY with your fate? Most people are! Any 
connection with your previous lives? Metempsy­
chosis? Heredity? Read about fate’s strange twists 
in the book “One the Wings of Fate." 251 pages, 
$10.00 postpaid. - F. Murat Company, 2132 NW 
I Ith Ave., Miami, FL 33127
UFO BOOKS for sale. SASE for list. - M. Cal- 
derwood, P.O, Box 3327, Tucson, AZ 85722
WANTED: Books on Demonology, the devil, 
exorcism. — 1684 N. Shore Rd., Revere, MA 
02151. 1-617/289-2580 or 1-617/289-7784 eves.
YOU HAVE LIVED BEFORE. Find out where, 
when. Step by step instruction manual, $5.00. — 
JeanDay Publications, 238 Davenport Road, Suite 
363, Toronto, Ont. M5R IJ6 Canada.
GUIDE BOOK to Ancient Talismans and Magic 
Charms, $2.00. — Hutchinson House, Dept. Cl, 
Box 41021, Chicago. IL 60641
CURRENT BOOKS and tapes by mail at very 
special prices. Western occultism, astrology, Qaba- 
lah, magick. Tarot, rare occult classics, etc. Send 
for free catalog of many hundreds of items.—G & 
A Enterprises, 30310 Circle R Lane, Valley Center, 
CA 92082
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ARE YOU SEARCHING? Free catalog luting 
many books in the field of parapsychology, com­
parative religions, gems and stones, astrology and 
other related subjects. — Hiawatha Book Co., 
75676 N.E. 102 Ave., Bondurant, 1A 50035
SOU LM ATES by Tomval-Valtom. None can enter 
the Realm of Spirit until joined as one with their 
mate of soul. Discover the truth, not concept or 
theory. S6.95 ppd. to St. Thomas Publishers, 4831 
SE Powell Blvd., S-1043, Portland, OR 97206
OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOUND. Send wants. 
Five different 2,000* catalogs. 52.00 each. All, 
$8.00. - Booklook, 51W Maple Ave., Warwick, 
NY 10990
RAINBOWS END BOOKSTORE. Catalog of 
psychic books, includes tapes for meditation and 
relaxation. Send $2.00 which applies to first order. 
- P.O. Box 9843, Greensboro. NC 27429
KNOW WHEN TO ACT, when to delay, what to 
expect, whom you will meet. Consult Tables of the 
Planetary Hours, $8.00 ppd.—Ed Brough, Box 
6531, Ventura, CA 930906 
25 EFFECTIVE astral projection techniques, 
$3.00,—Diskinetics, Box 52I9I-A, Tulsa, OK 
74152
SPIRITUAL HEALING REVEALED. Everyone 
has the ability. Free information. Write: Arrow 
Books, Box 11 IF, Brewton, AL 36427
HUMAN AURA REVEALS SECRET of psychic 
energy! Swami Panchadasi’s exciting book tells 
how you can use your Vital Life Force for personal 
achievement. Send $2.95.-META, Box 6064HA, 
Long Island City, NY 11106
COLLECTOR’S EDITION UFO BOOKS, video 
tapes.—Genesis, Drawer JJ, Munds Park, AZ 
86017
BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, metaphys­
ics, all facets of standard occult. Free catalog of 
Weiser publications if you send $ 1.00 to cover pos­
tage to: Samuel Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, 
ME 03910
FREE CIRCULAR. Self improvement books. 
Send large self-addressed envelope.-Wiertel's En­
terprise, 308 Ogden St., Winter Haven, FL 33880
FREE SPIRITUAL BOOKS, 100 overstocked 
spiritual books, 99c each. Plus free books’—AU M 
Publishers, Dept. 108, 86-24 Parsons Blvd., Ja­
maica, NY 11432
RUDOLF STEINER’S BOOKS on spiritual sci­
ence, reincarnation, meditation, karma, medicine, 
esoterics. Christology. Free catalog.—Anthropo- 
sophic Press, 258 Hungry Hollow Rd., Suite 20, 
Spring Valley, NY 10977

FATE
HYPNOSIS, RELIGION. PSYCHIC PHENOM­
ENA. “Hypno-Mysticism. $9.95.—Zoist, Box 304, 
Miami Springs. FL 33266-0304
HOW TO CAST LOVE SPELLS—Bible Magic! 
Guaranteed. Send $6.00 to Sandler, 19-E West 
Park, Merchantville, NJ 08109
UFO/FORTEAN LITERATURE. Free list.—
Orphic Books, 18533 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 200, Nor- 
thndge, CA 91324
STOP DYING—Live Forever, Learn mysteries, 
eternal life. Write—Divinamics. Box 1867-F, Cov­
ina, CA 91722
RARE ESOTERIC BOOKS and papers. Most not 
available elsewhere. SASE.—Jaqua, M-735, RD. 
7, Napoleon, OH 43545
GOD SPEAKS IN SILENCE. Discover for your­
self using simple yet powerful meditation tech­
niques in free booklet: Meditation, Dept. 109, Box 
32433, Jamaica, NY 11431
OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035-F Ever- 
ding. Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants
JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof Fla­
vius Josephus created fictional Jesus, authored 
Gospels, Scholarly booklet, $4.00,—Vector, Box 
6215-M, Bellevue, WA 98008
MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How to 
make it work for you. Quick, easy method for 
developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95,— 
META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, NY 11106
136* BIBLICAL CONTRADICTIONS, more! 
$3.00.—Crusade Publications. Box 200, Red­
mond, WA 98052
MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How to influ­
ence others with your thoughts. Dominate power! 
Amazing book reveals secrets of mind power you 
need to achieve success, happiness. Send $2.95. 
Guaranteed.—META, Box 6064FS. Long Island 
City, NY 11106
ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! Swami 
Panchadasi’s powerful new book gives you the 
secret key to astral projection. Send $2.95. Guaran­
teed.—META, Box 6064FA, Long Island City, 
NY 11106
AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, by Hal 
Banks. An absorbing, practical course pursuing the 
world beyond the 5 senses. Explores reincarnation, 
spiritualism, the ouija board, parapsychology, ap­
paritions, hell, the trance, levitation, psychokinesis, 
psychic healing. 140 pages, large format, soft 
bound. $ 10.95 * $ 1.00 U S. and $2.00 foreign p/ h. — 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, 
IL 60035
SEN D FOR FREE occult book catalog.—Original 
Publications, 2486-F Webster Ave., Bronx, NY 
10458
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SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS for suc­
cessful living! Alexr. Verner’s personal book tells 
how you can communicate with them. Send $2.95. 
-META, Box 6064SA, Long Island City, NY 
11106
OCCULT BOOKS. Lists, 10e.-Collins Books, 
Box 168, Appalachia, VA 24216
THE WITCH'S FORMULARY AND SPELL­
BOOK. How people use incense, oils, powders, 
candles, herbs and roots to gain money, love, luck 
and success. 96 pages, $6.95 plus $1.00 postage.— 
Original, 2486-F Webster Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
MIND MASTERY? In seven days. Secrets revealed 
start giving fast results you need for achieving per­
sonal power, wealth, happiness. Full instiuctions. 
Send $2.95. Guarantecd.-META, Box 6064MA, 
Long Island City, NY 11106
REINCARNATION: Gain a deeper understand­
ing. Learn how to payoff and stop making karma 
now! Send $6.00—Jack Heninger, Jr., P.O. Box 
3673, La Habra, CA 90632
AMAZING FRUIT AND NUT DIET. Heal your­
self and others. Handbook, $3.00. — Holistics, 
P.O. Box 3I93FT, Chattanooga, TN 37404
WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man Know 
Thyself." “Be Thy Real Self," Meditation and 
Cosmic Consciousness" and many others. Infor­
mation: send self-addressed stamped envelope. — 
Magi Center, Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
HOW YOU CAN MAKE $220-$745/weekend. 
National network television advertising will pro­
claim sensational new product. You supervise week­
end demonstration sales in local stores. Write: J & 
R Limited, Suite 206, 1471 S. Main, N. Canton, 
OH 47720
INCREASE YOUR PROFITS! Have your sales 
message mailed to thousands of active metaphysi­
cal buyers anywhere in U.S.A. Inexpensive. Effec- 
tive. Details: POB 541-F, Nanuet. NY 109544)541
WANT SUCCESS? Money? Free details on these 
seven “How-To" books in one. Bonus! Write to: 
Success, 9350 South Padre Island Dr., Dept. 160F- 
3A, Corpus Christi, TX 78418
TAKE CATALOG ORDERS. We drop-ship 2955 
best-selling specialty products. Lowest below 
wholesale prices. Immediate delivery. Spectacular 
home business opportunity. Free book.—SMC, 
9401 De Soto Ave., Dept. 399-631, Chatsworth, 
CA 91311-4991.
BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE.
Cheap, simple, portable. Free details.—Bumper, 
P.O. Box 22791 (NC), Tampa, FL 33622

CABALAH
ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. Secrets 
of the Royal Road and magical practices. Free 
information: Quanta! Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA 93116

CARD READING
LEARN FORTUNE TELLING for fun and profit 
using standard playing cards. Illustrated instruc­
tion book, $5.00.-Wirt Agency, Box 400F. Red 
Oak, TX 75154

ИИВВММИШВНВ1
GENUINE BRAZILIAN QUARTZ crystal balls, 
eggs, gorgeous amethyst necklaces, pendants. 
Attractive prices. Free catalog.—Crystals. Box 
30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130
CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant notice 
wearing these gorgeous, gemlike earrings of import­
ed 32% lead crystal with facets of glittering bril­
liance. Two styles for pierced ears! Teardrop­
shaped over 1* long including silver-tone posts, or 
4mm round-shaped studs on silver-tone posts. 
Expensive looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.00 pos­
tage/handling each pair. Please be sure to specify 
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
OCTAGONAL CRYSTAL—beautiful, glowing, 
eight-faceted pyramid makes striking table orna­
ment or desk paperweight. Theorized to have a 
special resonance with the Crystalline Universe, 
focusing energy at its apex. Heavy 32% lead crystal, 
hand cut and polished. 4* high, only $26.5O,plus 
$3.00 postage/handling.—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

DOWSING
ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Instructional books, 
instruments. Free catalog.—Box 30305, Santa Bar­
bara, CA 93130

ИМВВШИМИННИ
UNLOCK THE SECRETS of your dreams. Send 
$1.00 for information.—The Dreamers Club, Box 
218F, Cayuga, NY 13034__________________
DREAM CONTROL. Advanced training. Free 
information.—Diskinetics, Box 52191-D, Tulsa, 
OK 74152

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS
EXPERT ANALYST HELPS you understand 
yourself through graphoanalysis by revealing your 
passions, temper, intelligence, honesty, compas­
sion. Send one full page of handwriting on plain 
unlined paper. Comprehensive profile, $10.00. 
Complete, thorough evaluation, $35.00.—LAD, 
Box-63, St. George, UT 84770
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HEALTH

AYURVEDIC BATH POWDER. 3/4 pound, 
$11.50. Pollen granules, pound, $12.00. — Nova, 
Box 300F, Carnegie, PA 15106
ARTHRITIS? HEAVENLY RELIEF from pain! 
Information on herbal remedy, $5.99. Guaranteed 
pain stopper. — Norling. 4016 Hessmer Avenue, 
IQF, Metairie, LA 70002__________________
BE YOUNG AGAIN! Illustrated European re­
juvenation plan shows how to look and feel years 
younger. Send $4.95 now. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
— Youngagain, 2521 Caralynn Way. Longwood. 
FL 32779 

100% PROFITS! МАКЕ-sell proven herbal hair 
grower. Makes hair grow thicker, darker. Free 
details: Botanical, Box 1562-F, Manila, Philip­
pines.
DISCOVER WHAT VITAMINS and minerals 
can do for you. New book, $5.95 postpaid. — Sauk 
River Press. Box 2475, San Francisco, CA 94126
THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita Florum 
flower essence. Quoted by British M.D. as having 
potential “To heal everybody and everything."— 
Vita Florum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto. Canada
HOMEOPATHY! Natural medicines that work! 
Books, tapes, medicines. For free catalog, SASE to: 
Homeopathic Educational Services. 2124Z Kit­
tredge, Berkeley. CA 94704
RELIEVE HEMORRHOIDAL SUFFERING!
$2.22 ppd -Healing Arts Press. P.O. Box 7082, 
Reston. VA 22091
SUPER-INTELLIGENCE! Free amazing 
method! —EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora, CA 91740

HYPNOSIS
“HYPNOSIS IS EASY” 10-cassette course. Con­
trol weight, habits, attitudes. Win! Earn money as 
registered hypnotist. $56.45. Free brochure.— 
Course, Box 990-F, Reno, NV 89507

If. INSTRUCTION HHH
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS. Hidden personal­
ity secrets revealed. Home study. Become certified. 
Excellent income. Info: $1.00. — lnstitute- 
Graphology-BBA, P.O. Box 8921, Mesa, AZ 85204
E.S.P. MYSTERIOUS FORCES and ancient psy­
chic teachings revealed for the first time by the 
secret fraternal Order of Law One. The authentic 
teachings of the Heirophant of the order in the 
home study guides are in non-technical terms so 
that even a beginner can understand. This is not a 
religious sect. Write today for free information. 
—Order of Law One, P.O. Box 163, Newport, MI 
48166

LEARN POWERFUL SECRETS of the Mystic 
Light Society. Write: William Alexander Oribello, 
Box 53134, Philadelphia, PA 19105
HOW TO MAKE MIRACLES to get what you 
want from life. Information: Fellowship. P.O. Box 
35118-F4, Los Angeles, CA 90035____________
LEARN TO ANALYZE handwriting. 15-lesson 
course leading to certificate. Free sample lesson.— 
ScriptMetrics, Box 573, Mt. Holly, Nj 08060
DISCOINCIDENCE—Advanced consciousness 
training. Free information—Diskinetics, Box 
52191-M, Tulsa, OK 74152
BE YOUR OWN MASTER. Learn Tarot, Numer­
ology, Astrology. Home study courses with per­
sonal interest of your teacher. Write for free apti­
tude form.—Mary Patrick-Lioux, 117 Wesley, 
Capitola, CA 95010,408/475-1952.
ESOTERIC PRAYER Lesson course.—Michael 
Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, IL 60690-1554
PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings with 
the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift Set." Ideal 
for beginners and advanced students. Includes 78- 
card Tarot deck in full color, 240-page illustrated 
book, and large illustrated guide sheet for ancient 
10-card spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $16.50 plus $1.50 postage­
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, 
Highland Park, IL 60035
SCIENTIFIC ASTROLOGICAL courses, books, 
Information, $1.00,—Eternal Enterprises, Box 
60913B. Sacramento, CA 95860

MAGAZINES
BEYOND AVALON: The Quarterly Review of 
Science Fiction and the Psychic. Vol. I, No. 1, 
January 1986. The Ouija Science Fiction of James 
Merrill: The Posthumous Words of Sarah Bern­
hardt; The New Seth; Gregory Benford Recon­
sidered. Send $1.50 for one issue, $5.00 for a year's 
subscription to: Beyond Avalon, 93 Jackson 
Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06606
FREE MONTHLY PUBLICATION. Metaphys­
ics, ESP, astrology, with many interviews. — 
Alternative, Box 9I87F, Scottsdale, AZ 85252
PREDICTION, established 50 years, is an interna­
tional, monthly magazine dealing with astrology, 
the occult, the Tarot, graphology, palmistry and 
dream interpretation. The month ahead is forecast 
in a 16-month astrology section, including sun 
signs. Ask for our free issue subscription offer. $16 
(surface) or $30 (airmail) for 13 issues instead of 12. 
— Prediction, Link House, Dingwall Avenue, 
Croydon, CR9 2TA, England.
MASONRY AND THINKING & DESTINY 
readers: New series of Percival’s magazine. The 
Word. Send $ 1.00 post / handling for free sample. — 
The Word, Box 18235, Dallas, TX 75218
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FATES. 157 different. 1969 thru 1985. $293. -
Alvin Johanson. Lakebay. WA 98349. 206/884- 
3475
COMPLETE FATE COLLECTION ’48 through 
■85. Submit offer. — Norvelle Penton, Route 2, 
Trent. TX 79561
READERS OF THE SETH MATERIAL (Jane 
Roberts): Reality Change, bimonthly magazine 
with list of worldwide networking contacts, discus­
sions of Seth’s ideas, personal accounts of change, 
and news of events, including the 3rd Seth World 
Conference, June 19-22. $15/уеаг, sample, $3.00.— 
Austin Seth Center, Box 8380, Austin, TX 78713- 
8380. 512/479-8909.______________________
PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly spiritu­
alist newspaper—world's largest circulation. Dol­
lar brings three get acquainted copies, reduced 
Erice subscription details.—Psychic News, F, 20 

arlham St., London WC2H 9LW England
PSYCHIC PRESS NEWSPAPER. For copy, 
send $1.00 to: P.O. 1556, Franklin. NC 28734. For 
yearly subscription, send $6.00
MODERN OCCULT NEWSLETTER. One year, 
$15.00. Sample $3.00.-Esoteric Review, Box 601, 
Lenoir, NC 28645________________________
FORTE AN T1M ES. Acclaimed by researchers and 
readers. Leading journal of strange phenomena. 
II th year. Airmailed sample, $3.00.—Fortean 
Times (F), 96 Mansfield Road, London NW3 2HX 
England.
DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of FATE 
the appearance of bound volumes at modest cost. 
Binders are a leather-like brown, sturdy, with 
FATE stamped in gold on cover and spine. Each 
protects and organizes 12 issues. Handsome dres- 
sups for your library for only $6.95 each plus $ 1.50 
each postage-handling. — FATE Magazine, 500 
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 60035

MEITORY llff>ROVEMCNT
“INSTANT MEMORY" New way to remember. 
No memorization, no word associations, no sleep­
learning, no willpower, no hypnosis. Release your 
PHOTOGRAPHIC memory instantly. Nothing for- 
^:ten! Liberates EXTRAORDINARY know- 

ge, powers, confidence and energy. Discover 
CONTROLLED intuition, ESP, self-mastery. Im­
mediate results! Free Information.

INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED 
THINKING 

845 Via LaPaz

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

SMOKY GEMSTONE and precious gem catalog 
free.—GBS, Box F-145, Liverpool, TX 77577

DAILY NUMBERS-LUCKY DAYS for six 
months from numerology. Send birth name, birth 
date, purpose (lottery / lotto), $15.00/one purpose, 
$25.00/two purposes. Bank cards accepted. — 
Gordon, P.O. Box F-541, Nanuet, NY 109544)541
NEVER WON? The secret of winning lotteries! 
Free report. — Turner Publishing, Box 261-F, 
Eastchester, NY 10709
CONTRIBUTORS NEEDED for planned news­
letter. For details, send self addressed stamped 
envelope. — Charleen Berg, Route 6, Box 140, 
Liberty, KY 42539
HOW TO CONSTRUCT the Philadelphia Exper­
iment on a simplified scale. For plans, send $25.00 
to Steven Gibbs, Clearwater, NE 68726 

“READ YOUR OWN FUTURE" with Cosmic 
Que cards. Simple, fun, enlightening insight and 
Kidance. Fascinating astrology game. $20.00. —

X 1303-F, West Sacramento, CA 95691
INVENTIONS, IDEAS, technology wanted! In­
dustry presentation/national exposition. 1-800- 
528-6050. X831.
TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 papers, 
available! 306-page catalog. Rush $2.00. Research, 
11322 Idaho. «206FP, Los Angeles. CA 90025 or 
call 213/477-8226.
FANTASTIC sincere easy method of winning 
$50.00 or more an hour playing Blackjack. Guar­
anteed three easy steps. $7.00.-SMS, 12428 NE 
Halsey, Suite 41, Portland, OR 97230
HALLEY'S COMET. Find out more. Sources 
revealed. $1.00 and self-addressed, stamped enve­
lope.—Mother Earth & Son, Box 02694, Portland, 
OR 97202
MAGAZINE RACK OR CRAFT TOTE! Versatile 
large natural color cotton duck tote (11 x 14x6) to be 
used with or without wooden frame. Sturdy and 
lightweight. Complete with directions for easy 
assembly. Only $19.95, plus $1.50 postage/hand- 
ling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035__________________________
SUBSCRIBE TO FATE! Don’t miss the exciting 
articles and features in coming issues. See page 130 
for a preview and money-saving offer.

YOU CAN IMPROVE your chances of happiness 
with a complete compatibility analysis! Expertly 
prepared! Highly reliable! great gift idea! Compat­
ibility for two - $25.00. Specify relationships; add 
$5.00 for each additional individual. Include com­
plete names (birth and current) and birth dates. 
Send check or money order to NBN Metaphysical 
Research, P.O. Box 5492, Peoria, IL 61601-5492. 
15-20 pages of valuable information that will 
improve any relationship!
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OCCULT
DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. Gain 
money, love, luck, protection. Influence others. 
Write: House of Maya, P.O. Box 9831, FT. Worth, 
TX 76107 ...........................................

ORGANIZATIONS
BE A CERTIFIED TAROT MASTER! Interna­
tional Grand Lodge offers private training, secret 
spreads.—Tarot International, P.O. Box 803, De- 
Bois, PA 15801

REPORT ON RADIONICS, “The science which 
can cure where orthodox medicine fail." Hard­
cover, $12.95. Free information. — Parascience. 
Box 1362-F, Evanston, IL 60204

READER/ADVISOR. Sl.OO/question or full life 
reading with questions answered, $20.00/typed; 
$30.00/cassette. Send birth data, birth name. 
SASE. - Gloria Reiser, RR I, Box 224A, Ash­
land. IL 62612
GHOSTWOOD, world's oldest continuously used 
good luck ritual. 1,000 years old. Available no­
where else. Absolutely guaranteed. Send SASE for 
free discount coupons, details. — Ghostwood, Box 
8348, Dept FGI, Albuquerque, NM 87198
FREE ANSWER TO ONE QUESTION. One time 
offer only. Send to Omar Panchadasi, Box 9832, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76107
POWER OF MAGICK. How to get what you 
desire. Love, luck, more money. Instructions, 
$5.00. -Beth,618 l/2Fimat,Houston,TX77022
HELP PROMISED. Tarot reading, $5.00. - 
Garry Lewis, Box 321F, Meredosia, IL 62665
DISCOVER THE MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. 
Gain money, love, luck, protection. Influence oth­
ers. Write: House of Maya, P.O. Box 9831, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76107________________________
PERSONAL READINGS. Gifted, experienced 
consultant reads problems. Creative, spiritual solu­
tions! Four questions, $10.00. Ten questions, 
$20.00.—Andrea, Box 345, Cathedral Station, 
New York, NY 10025
CALLING ATLANTEANS! Your past life in 
Atlantis. Insightful, in-depth. $20.00—Box 345, 
Cathedral Station. New York, NY 10025
MIND STIMULATOR. Free lesson develops con­
fidence, personality—speeds success.—Frank Ti- 
bolt, 28I9F7 Carmel, Glenside, PA 19038
HERBS BURN FAT, reduce appetite. $12.00 - 
Awareness, Box 2047, Sheffield Lake, OH 44054 

TRAVEL THROUGH ASTRAL DOORWAYS. 
Expanded consciousness. Free information.— 
ESPMethods, Box 1575, Carmichael, CA 95609
WITH MUCH LOVE, $1.00 per question- Wil­
liam Sherwood, 075 38th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 
95062
FULFILL YOUR GOALS quickly and easily 
through study of the subconscious. Send for free 
book that shows how you can apply Mind-Energy 
and make it work for you! Write: Rose Dawn, P.O. 
Box 2710, Dept. N-86, San Antonio, TX 78299
PENTAGRAM WITH RITUAL. Most powerful 
occult talisman. $7.00. Also spellwork: love, 
money, success, protection, vindication. State 
problem and enclose $11.00 offering. — Brother 
Bob, Box 14115, Cleveland, OH 44114
NAME ON HEALING LIST and/or counseling, 
one problem. Send birth data, $5.00 donation. — 
Awareness. Box 2047, Sheffield Lake, OH 44054

PERSONAL READINGS. Positive guidance. 
Send photo with$l5.00donation.—Sensitives, Inc., 
P.O. Box 723, Park Forest, IL 60411
PAST LIFE READINGS, $10.00.-Reincarnation 
Research Group, Box 26563, Phoenix, AZ 85068
HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against black 
magic, voodoo, witchcraft and evil psychic attacks. 
Details free—Mayahouse. Box983l-A, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76107
ORACLE TAPS UNIVERSAL consciousness. 
Answers five questions, $5.00.—Victoria O’Neill, 
Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, New York, 
NY 10009
POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK will 
cast a spell in your favor. For money, for love, for 
luck. Write: Raphiel, Box 470815, Ft. Worth, TX 
76147 

"COSMIC GOOD LUCK." Discover mystical 
secrets of winning money, contests, lotteries, bingo. 
Only $ 1.00.—Mayahouse, Box 9831 -A, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76107
FREE TRUTH about evil spirits.-Ruth, 948-T 
Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206
MARGARET: Psychometric tea-leaf reader. Send 
picture with handwritten request. SASE.—4021 S. 
340th St., Auburn, WA 98001. $8.00 donation.
THE 25 WORDS in this ad would cost $30.00 per 
insertion (12 time rate). For details write: Adv. 
Dept. FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth Pl., High- 
land Park, IL 60035______________________
ESPecially Yours: Signature Psychometry (per­
sonal vibration) reading, $10.00. For helpful prob­
lem-discussion, list three questions, birth dates, 40 
yean experience.—Rev. Mabel Hazel), Box 1005- 
F, South San Francisco, CA 94080
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В. HYMAN: Gifted reader. Personal profile and 
future. $25.00.—Box 19-1591. Miami Beach, FL 
33139
JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 210 
West Riverside Dnve, Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions. $5.00.
FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.—Uni­
versal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira Loma, CA 
91732-0042
HOW TO HAVE GOD answer your prayers. This 
plan is guaranteed to work every time. $5.00.— 
Robert Wagner, Box 5863, Chicago, IL 60680
IMPRESSIONS BY LYNN. Cayce-style trance 
medium. One question, $5.00. Four questions, 
$15.00. Full trance reading (approx. 30 minutes), 
$45.00. Send SASE, photo to: Box 638FA, Man­
chaca, TX 78652
REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 30 
years' experience. Questions answered, $15.00. 
Past life reading. Birth date helpful, $15.00.—Sybil 
Howarth, BCM/Camomile, London WCIN3XX

TAROT READINGS. $5.00/question. $12.00/ 
three questions.—Wiccanrwd. P.O. Box 271-FT, 
River Falls, Wl 54022
SINGLES REGISTRY for metaphysical minded.
For info, send $1.00 to: Psychic Press, P.O. Box 
1556, Franklin, NC 28734
SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cameron, 
Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU Scotland. 
Detailed, insightful reading, $10.00 cash/m.o.
OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. Worldwide 
membership, male and female. Send dollar bill to: 
Baraka Aegis, The Golden Wheel, Liverpool 
LI53HT England
FREE! 1986 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, reveals more 
than Astrology. Send birth date with large self­
addressed stamped envelope.—Koenig. Box 1166, 
Paradise, CA 95969
SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, colum­
nist, radio personality, predicts your future, intro­
duces you to spirit guides and reads past lives.— 
Box 74872, Los Angeles, CA 90004

ESP LABORATORY. The new research service 
group can help you. For FREE information write: 
ESP Lab of Texas, Box 216, 219 South Ridge 
Drive, Edgewood, TX 75117
$5.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS! Additional 
questions. $1.00 each. Send birth date, hair color, 
stamped envelope—Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., 
Schenectady, NY 12303
“ANDREIK"the witch. Tell me what you want. I 
will cast a spell for you. $13.00.-P.O. Box 30581- 
Cl, Portland, OR 97230

PRODUCTS
EXOTIC INCENSE AND OILS from powerful 
ancient formulas. Crystal pendants, runes, mas­
sage oils, Egyptian statuary. Unique catalog, 22* 
stamp. — Navroth, Box 161, Harbor City, CA 
90710-0161
THOUSANDS OF UNIQUE gift ideas! For 192- 
page discount catalog send $4.00 to: Hardcastle 
Enterprises. P.O. Box 2718, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92647
GEMSTONE/STERLING/GOLD JEWELRY, 
etc. Enchanting offers! Wholesale prices! Catalog, 
$ 1.00 (foreign, airmailed $3.00). — Nagy's Collect­
ibles, Box l-F, Manistique, Ml 49854
HANDCRAFTED MAGICAL TALISMANS. 
Fulfill love, wealth, health, protection and luck in 
your life. Made according to sacred writings in 
Sre consecrated metals. Instructions included, 

nd SASE for brochure.—Wade’s, 2604 Aviation
Blvd., Apt. D, Redondo Beach, CA 90278
C-64 PROGRAMS: (1) hypnotic (2) fortune telling 
card game (3) Chinese oracle. Send $15.00 to: Pro­
grams. 2306 Stone Mill Ct., Richmond, VA 23233
MAYAN PENDULUMS. TALISMANS. Mysti­
cal powers. Made of jadeite, as the Mayans used 
since BC. Request information and very interesting 
legend.—Noel Merriam, Importer, P.O. Box 6491, 
Torrance. CA 90504
UNIQUE VIDEOCASSETTES. Titles not found 
in stores. Instructional, enlightening, make great 
gifts! VHS/Beta. Send $2.00 for giant catalog 
(applicable first purchase).—WCD. 1188 Raymond 
Blvd., Suite 139, Newark. NJ 07102
JEWELRY FOR ATTUNEMENT. Azurite, 
Lapis, Amethyst, Quartz crystals and more. Trance 
readings available. Catalog, $1.00 refundable. — 
Mind's 1, Dept. F6, Box 466, Kulpsville, PA 19443
MOONSTAR catalog of books and supplies, 
$2.00. - 38422 Lake Shore Blvd. Willoughby, OH 
44094
STERLING SILVER psychic energy stars, crystal 
balls, fortune telling teacups. Finest quality 
psychic-spiritual. Catalog $1.00 (refundable). — 
Psychic World, Box 487, Mystic Island. NJ 08087

UNIQUE BLESSED mother of pearl ankh, $3.00. 
- J&K, P.O. Box 211, Crestwood. KY 40014 

1N-TO-1T, the psychic development game. Have 
fun learning to read cards, minds and futures. Only 
$5.00. - Wizard John, 809 North Fuller Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90046 
“TAHITIAN" PERFUME! Bewitching sample, 
75«. Twofor$l.00. - O'Dells, Box 1703-F, Pres­
cott, AZ 86302
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ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, books, 
newsletter. SI.00 brings you fully illustrated cata­
log. Pyramids, Box 30305. Santa Barbara. CA 
93130.

RECIPE RIFFLE. Assortment of great country 
cooking. Send $2.00 to: Mark Fountain, 18571 
Warren Ave.. Tustin, CA 92680

AKASHIC RECORDS REVEALED! Incarna­
tions privately documented. Inquire: Estrellita, 
Box 259, Dover. DE 19901

CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. -
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 43216
MIZPAH COIN. Show your affection, and seek 
God’s blessing for someone you love with a mizpah 
medal. Free brochure. Write: Cana-Christian (2D), 
Box 1230, Paso Robles. CA 93447
TODAYS TRUTH by Revelations. Write: C.H., 
Box 8221, Louisville, KY 40208
FREE ST. MARTHAS MIRACULOUS Prayer.
Send 22c stamp. — Peyton's, Box 5756, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23455
GNOSTIC METAPHYSICS. Teachings explore 
religious mysteries of esoteric consciousness. — 
Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, IL 
60690-1554

AWAKENED IMAGINATION - Ultimate 
secrets to physical, mental & spiritual health, $4.95. 
Special $3.00 with ad to: SOS Publishing, Box 
68290, Oak Grove. OR 97268.

THE SOCERERS GUIDE, paperback book des­
cribing the laws governing psychic assassination. 
$2.95 postpaid. — Gould, P.O. Box 398074, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139

TN4»
MEETING YOUR INNER GUIDE, new break­
through. 12 years intuitive research has produced 
this great meditation tape. $8.95. — Kasandra, RD 
I, Box 467, Eighty Four, PA 15330. Catalog of 
tapes available.
FIRST RELEASE UFO MOVIE FOOTAGE on 
video! Write: Genesis, Drawer 33, Munds Park, 
AZ 86017

SELF HYPNOSIS CASSETTES. Stop smoking, 
control weight, relieve stress. $14.05 ea. — Roy 
Martin, Certified Hypnotherapist, 11213 N. 17 
Dr.. Phoenix, AZ 85029

TAROT
UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider Tarot 
Deck," the original and only authorized 78-card 
deck conceived by Arthur Edward Waite, London. 
Cards have accurate color tones and each Minor 
Arcana card features a symbolic picture that aids 
readings. Cards measure 234 x 4)4 and bear English 
titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44-page instruc­
tion booklet, $9.50 plus $1.00 postage handling. 
—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035
TAROT DECKS, Tarot books, cartomancy, div­
ination, occult books, playing cards, etc. 48-page 
full color catalog featuring world's largest selec­
tion. Send $2.00. - The Best of Cards Catalog, 
Department FM, 38 East 32nd St., New York, NY 
10016

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away with 
ultra-sensitive locator. Cassettes. Free list. — Re­
search Products, Box 270270-AZC, Tampa, FL 
33688

HEX SHIELD - Radionic device with ELF 
generator. Only $27.50 postpaid. Free informa­
tion. — Lawson Electronics, Box 711, Poteet, TX 
78065
POWER STONES, power spells, occult supplies, 
catalog SI.00. (refundable). — House of Xaro, Box 
1933, New Port Richey. FL 34291
TURQUOISE PENDULUM and board with an­
cient Southwest Indian symbols. Answers all ques­
tions. $5.00. — Mystiart, 1136 Canyon Rd., Santa 
Fe, NM 87501
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity 
Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone between 
finger and thumb to induce meditative calm, as do 
Eastern mystics. Delight in the tactile magic that 
quiets anxiety, induces relaxation, opens the 
mind's inner doors. Only $4.00 each postpaid. — 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, 
IL 60035
EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in your 
world with “1 Ching Cards" — a new visual 
approach to the ancient Chinese system of divina­
tion and revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram 
cards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21 cards 
of instruction. $9.50 plus $1.00 postage handling. 
— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035
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ABDUCTIONS, by Budd Hopkin*. Crashed 
Saucers, by William Moore, plus more! Send $2.00 
check to MM PPI, 9327 Corregidor, St. Louis, MO 
63134 for complete video li*t._______________
"GRAND CANYON" 2-hour spectacular psycho- 
sensual helicopter exploration video. Breathtaking 
music. Critically acclaimed. Details free! — 
Beerger Productions, 3217-V24 Arville, La* Vega*, 
NV 89102. 702/876-2328.

“MORGANA" THE WITCH will cast spell* for 
you. Just send a SASE to: Morgana, 9832 Rower 
St., Suite 269, Bellflower, CA 9Õ706

WITCHCRAFT - HARNESS ITS POWERS. 
Let Gavin and Yvonne, world's foremost witches, 
teach you how. — Box 1502-FC, New Bem, NC 
28560
MYSTIC POWER secrets. - Master Brian, Box 
31022, Phoenix, AZ 85046
AUTHENTIC WITCHCRAFT! Your complete

vices. $6.00 for catalog. — Mystique Books, P.O. 
Box 131, W1 Rapid*, W1 54494
POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK will 
cast a spell in your favor. For money, for love, for 
luck. Write: Raphiel, Box 470815, Ft. Worth, TX 
76147
GENUINE TEARS used in law of three spells. 
Warning/legend included. $5.00. — P. Brown, 
1953 N. Decatur, Ste. 386, Las Vegas. NV 89108
WHITE MAGIC WORKS! Complete iiutruc- 
tions, $1.00 and SASE. — Karen, Box 942, Bell- 
fower, CA 90706
LARGEST SELECTION spiritual, occult supp­
lies. Candles, lottery, perfumes, etc. Catalog Free 
-Wizard Supply, 1908 Beverly Blvd.,#l04-F, Los 
Angeles, CA 90057
FULL LINE OF CANDLES, curios, occult supp­
lies. Informative catalog, $3.00 refundable with 
first order. — Witchway, Box 3898, Sonora, CA 
95370
FEMINIST W1CCE since 1974. Catalog, $2.50. 
-2IO5OB Waveview, Topanga, CA 90290
FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 250 pages. Books, 
tapes, jewelry, oil, incense, religious and metaphys­
ical supplies. — International, 8050-F Webb Ave., 
North Hollywood, CA 91605
WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL: 6 Books, $12.00. 
Complete course, $35.00. 2 magazines, $3.00.— 
Martello, 153 West 80, New York, NY 10024

WICCA SEMINARY. Largest occult school of its 
kind. Five complete home study course*. Witch­
craft, Sorcery, Egyptian Magick, Herbology, For­
tune Telling. Free information. — Box 1366, 
Nashua, NH 03061

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 118) 
DEVIL’S FOOTPRINTS

I read Gordon Stein's “The Devil’s Foot­
prints” (August 1985 Fate) with interest and 
admired his analysis, but as a reassessment 
of this classic mystery it is incomplete.

To begin with, Stein perpetuates the in­
correct date given by Charles Fort, John 
Godwin and Frank Edwards, among others. 
(Rupert Gould, however, got it right.) I’ve 
never understood this mistake since the cor­
respondent who signed himself “South 
Devon” and the first London Times report 
(March 1, 1855) both said the snowfall and 
the marks occurred on Thursday night, Feb­
ruary 8, causing alarm the next morning, the 
ninth.

Several other important eyewitness ac­
counts are available. Arthur C. Clarke's 
Mysterious World quotes some contempo­
rary accounts from local sources; these ap­
parently were supplied by Exeter folklorist 
Theo Brown, who collected them while doing 
research for a book on the devil’s footprints. 
Although Stein mentions the January 1890 
Notes Л Queries, he failed to note an inter­
esting eyewitness account that claimed the 
marks appeared in Dorsetshire as well. More­
over, he apparently does not know of the 
March I, 1890, Notes & Queries which has 
an eyewitness account supporting the asser­
tion that the footprints continued over a 
garden wail.

Another interesting eyewitness account, 
one that offers contradictory details, appears 
in the Devon & Cornwall Notes <4 Queries. 
Stein also should have mentioned some 
intriguing parallel cases in Cornwall, Brazil, 
China and New Zealand.

1 was surprised that nothing was said of 
Alfred Leutscher’s 1964 suggestion that the 
long-tailed field mouse was responsible for 
the prints. Despite a couple of problems with 
this hypothesis, it is the best zoological 
explanation so far advanced, in my opinion.

At the same time James Rennie's claims in
Romantic Strathspey merit serious consid­
eration. Rennie proposes a rare form of pre-
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cipitation and claims to have witnessed it 
twice. This may not be so farfetched as it 
sounds. On January 7, 1984,1 found exten­
sive marks, identical to the “devil’s foot­
prints,” in the snow in Shenandoah National 
Park. 1 examined about a dozen of these 
marks, which did not form a trail but were 
scattered over a large area. I attribute them 
to water dripping off the trees.

I believe special conditions are necessary 
for the formation of these marks. The snow 
must have a thin encrustation of ice, such as 
results from a slight melting and refreezing. 
The size of the drops may also be important. 
I suspect that the drops strike this glaze 
without penetrating, splattering outward in 
a roughly circular pattern. Irregularities and 
sloping of the surface would usually cause a 
broken circle of melting (like the “foot­
prints”) as the water settled. Eventually the 
center would melt too — indeed, a few of the 
marks I examined did show some slight melt­
ing in the center — but the broken circle of 
melting would precede melting in the center.

A continuous dripping on one spot is 
necessary for this idea, but rare, giant drops 
(“water blobs," according to Rennie) might 
suffice for a single strike in open areas. Ren­
nie also suggests that precipitation may be 
confined to the edge of a cloud which grazes 
a cold air mass, thus accounting for an 
apparent trail of prints. — Michael T. Shoe­
maker, Alexandria, Va.

A SLOW READER?
I am not a slow reader — although I am 

questioning an item in the June I960 issue of 
Fate. In “1 See by the Papers” Curtis Fuller 
reported that the Soviet scientist M. Agrest 
suggested that the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah were “nuked.” I quote:

“Agrest then turns his attention to the 
Dead Sea Scrolls... .He writes:

“ ‘The description they give of the destruc­
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah cannot help 
attract the attention of modern men who are 
familiar with nuclear physics....' ”

I have a layman’s knowledge of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and my question is this: Where in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls is there a reference to 
Sodom and Gomorrah? This item has been 
quoted and paraphrased by dozens of writers 
on ancient astronauts and UFOs but no one 
seems to bypass Agrest and go to the source. 
— Ron Halbritter, Chula Vista, Calif.
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WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

Curtis Fuller's comments about the con­
troversy over evolution and creationism (“1 
See by the Papers,” November 1985 Fate) 
are interesting. I have never had a problem 
with the biblical words.

The problem begins to develop when the 
Bible's words are not read as written. The 
earth did not bring forth land and growing 
things until the third day, and the sun did not 
S've light to the earth until the fourth day.

'henever that first day was, it was not in 
accord with earth time. Let’s admit that we 
do not know where or when that first day 
was. Thus we do not know if there is or is not 
a true controversy between the biblical cre­
ation and evolution of physical bodies and 
things.

If someone wants to believe that his physi­
cal body has descended from the physical 
bodies of monkeys — and I don't — one of us 
has a problem. If I can accept that I am a 
soul-spirit made in the image and likeness of 
an eternal Creator-Father, and another can­
not, one of us has a problem. If I believe in 
eternal life for myself and other soul-spirits, 
and another does not, one of us has a 
problem.

One problem we do not have is related to 
teaching evolution and all other scientific 
subjects. Theory should never be taught as 
fact. That which can be proved should be so 
identified in the textbooks. That which has 
not yet been proved should also be so identi­
fied. Then future students will not be con­
fined or limited. If new truths come along, so 
be it. — Ernestine G. Busch, El Paso, Tex.

MARITIME MYSTERIES
I am collecting material on such maritime 

mysteries as giant squids, phantom ships and 
premonitions of disaster concerning the loss 
of such great ships as the Titanic, the 
Empress of Ireland and the Lusitania. 1 
would like to hear from anyone with first­
hand observations on these topics. — M. 
Goss, 57 Belmont Road. Grays Thurrock, 
Essex RM 17 5 YJ. England.
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WHAT HAS IN STORE
FOR YOU?

.. . A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Mary Fuller’s report on stories 
planned for future issues:

oo Six million Americans consider 
themselves witches and now they’re 
starting to organize, determined to 
fight religious persecution and to 
challenge centuries-old stereotypes 
of who witches are and what they 
believe.

oo TheencounterwithaUFOand its 
occupants was strange enough but 
what happened afterwards was even 
more bizarre. Peter A. Hough tells 
the eerie tale of the Bolton, England, 
contact.

o° Medical scientists believe visual­
ization techniques can be used to 
fight cancer. Now an Illinois com­
pany is improving on the technique 
with a computer-animated video 
which aids in the imaging process 
— and it’s working.

oo What should you do if you have a 
sudden, ovenwhelming mystical expe­
rience which transforms your life in 
strange and unexpected ways? Call 
the Spiritual Emergency Network.
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In centuries past, to probe the mys­
teries of mind—to investigate the 
source of intuition, the flow of 
ideas—to learn the cause of creative 
ability and talent—was considered the 
work of the devil. But just as Colum­
bus dared cross uncharted seas—in the 
face of ridicule—so, too, the Rosicru­
cians quietly explored—and discov­
ered—the phenomena of self, the sim­
ple, universal, natural laws that make 
for man's happiness and rightful place 
of dominance on this earth.
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unusual knowledge poueMed by the Rosicru­
cian* therefore. kindly send me • FREE copy 
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ture—yourself.

Today there are no new lands to be 
pioneered. There are no white spots of 
opportunity on the business maps of 
the world. For the first time in cen­
turies, men and women realize that 
personal power and achievement 
depend upon some strange qualities— 
within their own natures. They are 
mysterious only because they are not 
understood. Do you know what ac­
counts for personality— how some per­
sons—so easily and naturally—make 
friends? What makes some men and
women capable of mastering any unex­
pected situation? It is not sufficient to 
say so-and-so has the happy faculty to 
do this or do that. You must know 
what these psychical functions are.
LET THIS FREE BOOK EXPLAIN

The Rosicrucians, an age-old, world­
wide fraternity of men and women, in­
vite you to share their findings. By 
their methode you can—in the privacy 
of your home—cross this last frontier, 
the border of your inner mind and per­
sonality, and work wonders with your 
life—in an intelligent and rational 
way. Use the coupon or write for the 
free book which will tell how you may 
receive, for study and use, these sim­
ple, frank teachings. Address: 
Scribe EOS
The ROSICRUCIANS
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