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CATHERINE PONDER’S 

Best-selling book 

“THE DYNAMIC LAWS OF PROSPERITY” 

Has just been updated and expanded!

This book describes the increased peace, health and 
plenty experienced by those who attended a prosperity 
class taught during a recession.

CONTENTS:
Part I:
BASIC PROSPERITY LAWS 
THAT CAN BRING RICHES 
TO YOU
Introduction:
THERE’S GOLD DUST IN 
THE AIR FOR YOU!
Chapters include:
THE SHOCKING TRUTH 
ABOUT PROSPERITY, THE 
BASIC, VACUUM, CREATIVE, 
IMAGING, COMMAND, 
WORK, INCREASE and 
ANCIENT LAWS OF 
PROSPERITY. PROSPEROUS 
ATTITUDES TOWARD 
MONEY.

OTHER PROSPERITY LAWS 
THAT CAN BRING RICHES 
TO YOU
Introduction:
MORE GOLD DUST 
FOR YOU!
Chapters include:
THE LOVE, PRAYER, SELF­
CONFIDENCE, CHARM and 
PERSISTENCE LAWS OF 
PROSPERITY. YOUR 
SPECIAL and GENIUS 
POWERS, FINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE, IN­
DEBTEDNESS, HEALTH and 
PROSPEROUS THINKING 
all discussed.
Conclusion:
WHEN THE GOLD DUST 
SETTLES . . .

Among those who attended were a businessman 
who helped pray this book into being, a stockbroker 
who named it, and a public relations executive who 
got it published. Secretaries, editors, and others who 
worked on it were prospered before it was ever 
published! Thousands of readers worldwide have since 
reported similar results.

THE DYNAMIC LAWS OF PROSPERITY has 
been ranked with the writings of Napoleon Hill, 
Clement Stone, Norman Peale, and other well-known 
authors as among the success classics of this century. 
As you study it, you will see why.

I Send orders to: UNITY WORLDWIDE, 
Box 1709, Palm Desert, CA 92261

I I enclose $______________for which please send
j ______________copies of "the Dynamic Laws of
I Prosperity,” each $8.95 plus $1.00 postage- 
I handling.

Address

City

I State - Zip
I Book dealers and Churches, order from publisher DeVORSS
I & CO., Box 550, Marina del Rey, CA 90294. Telephone 
I (213) 870-7478.
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NOW. . .
After 40 years

HAND CRAFTED 
CRYSTAL BALLS
Before World War II a limited number of 

man-made crystal balls were available in this 
country from Austria and Czechoslovakia. 
During and after the war the supply came to an 
end. Over the many intervening years we sought 
new sources of genuine hand-crafted leaded crys­
tal balls, but the specimens we obtained had too 
many flaws.

Now, however, we are able to offer a limited 
supply of superb 32% leaded crystal balls in three 
different sizes, with specially designed stands!

They are gorgeous, near perfect—the next best 
thing to quartz crystal available—and at a frac­
tion of the cost. Genuine quartz balls in these sizes 
would range from $300 to more than $10,000.

1.5в4псГ> crystal bad, small

SPECIAL ORDER!
4J34nch crystal ball, extra large braes
See Serpent stand............ $120.00

ORDER NOW! 
Complete with 

special stands

P.O.VENTURE BOOKSHOP 
. Box 240, Highland Park, IL 80036

Pleaaa send me Sre Crystal BaSM checked betow. I onctoee 
□ check □ money order for S_________________
(1) □ 1.56-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand............$19.96
(2) □ 2.34-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand............$3995
(3) □ 3.94-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand............$59.95
(4) □ 4.93-lnch Crystal Ball with Stand..........$120.00
Please add postage & handling as follows:
Balta (1) a (2) add $2.50. Ball (3) add $4 OOU.S.A.; $8 50 Foreign. 
Ball (4) add $5.00 U.S.A.; $7.50 Foreign. Please allow в weeks tor
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THE TITLES TELL THE STORY
Each system comes with GSR Biofeedback Monitor that tells when you 
reach the point where suggestions will be the most effective. Place two 
fingers on the sensing plates and the GSR automatically emits tones. 
Tension raises the tone. Relaxation lowers it. When the tone reaches its 
lowest point or stops completely, your subconscious mind is most recep­
tive to the message on the tape or any suggestion you may give. THERE 
IS NO GUESSWORK. HERE IS SCIENTIFIC PROOF.
Each system is packaged in an attractive album and includes GSR Moni­
tor, 2 tapes, earphone for private listening (GSR also has an internal 
speaker) and instruction book.

EACH: $69.95 plus $4 shipping In U.S. and Canada. 
No customs duty on Canada shipments.

Also available: athletic Biofeedback training with GSR $50 plus $4 
shipping.

With detailed instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment with 
order. Illinois residents please add 7% sales tax. We will quote shipping to other countries.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 036 

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 
Telephone: 312/676-9151
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--------- T SEE BY THE 1^54

papers!!
by Curtis Fuller fl

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
First, it has been suggested. .. that an 
underlying fear of psi might hold the 
psychodynamic explanation of the irra­
tionality over the psi hypothesis alleged­
ly exhibited by many critics of parapsy­
chology. Thus skeptics’ unreasonable 
intolerance of and prejudice against 
parapsychological experiments is said 
to be founded upon a subconscious 
realization that the actual existence of 
psi would be too horrific to live with.

Second, a fear of psi is proposed to 
interfere with the professional work of 
parapsychological experimenters them­
selves. ...[In some instances]... para­
psychologists have been highly resistant 
to conceding the paranormal implica­
tions of their observations, but the 
problem is... more critical than this. 
Several parapsychologists... maintain 
that psi researchers’ subconscious fear 
of psi is responsible for inhibiting or 
distorting the operation of psi in their 
experiments. In short, parapsychologi­
cal researchers are deemed to be sabo­
taging their own studies unknowingly.

— Harvey Irwin in 
November-December 1985 

Parapsychology Review

WHEN 1 started to read Dr. Irwin’s 
brief report on the fear of psi, I 

assumed that he was taking a sly dig at 
the skeptics by dissecting them psycho­
logically. But as I read on, I realized, as 
the above makes clear, that he was also 
including parapsychologists in his 
scrutiny.

Irwin, a psychologist, conducted an 
experiment of his own to test unpub­
lished results of a study done by Tart 
and LaBore who concluded that people 
worried that, if widespread psi abilities 
existed, their minds would be flooded 
with other people’s thoughts. They also 
feared their privacy would be threat­
ened if their minds were open to psychic 
probing.

00
FEAR OF PSI

IRWIN also raises the question of the 
importance of attitudes toward psi 
held by the general population and by 

scientists. He suggests that the level of 
psi fear may be “reasonably uniform in 
the scientific population, differing be­
tween parapsychologists and skeptics 
simply in the manner of its expression. 
On the other hand, perhaps fear of psi is 
substantially higher among skeptics, 
prompting them to engage in attacks on 
parapsychology. ”

His experiments were conducted 
among 130 students enrolled in the
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introductory psychology course at the 
University of New England at Armi- 
dale, New South Wales, Australia. Par­
ticipation in the survey was voluntary 
and only 63 usable questionnaires were 
returned. There was evidence that in 
some cases religious beliefs inhibited 
the return of questionnaires; also few 
skeptics reported. Irwin was disap­
pointed in the small return from the 
students antagonistic toward psi and 
feels the results of his study may there­
fore be skewed.

Despite the meagemess of the re­
sponse the study does indicate that his 
subjects became less fearful of psi as 
they became less skeptical. Nevertheless 
high levels of fear were evident among 
skeptics and supporters alike. “In par­
ticular,” Irwin writes, “all groups ex­
pressed a desire for some assurance that 
they could exercise some control over 
their extrasensory ability.”

After reading Irwin’s study I con­
clude theie is reasonably strong evi­
dence indicating that skeptics are more 
afraid of psi than are believers but more 
work obviously needs to be done. There 
must be some cluster of psychological 
reasons why the skeptics’ opposition is 
so often violent and emotional.

Toward the end of the study Irwin 
turns his attention to the parapsycholo­
gists themselves because of his deep 
concern about the effects of the fear of 
psi upon their research. For parapsy­
chological research to succeed, the re­
searchers themselves must not influence 
their work negatively because of their 
own fears. Braud and Tart believe psy­
chotherapy may be necessary to make 
psi researchers aware of their hidden 
fears.

A PERSONAL NOTE

AS AN OBSERVER outside the 
parapsychological community but 
sympathetic to it, I offer some observa­

tions which most of the FATE staff 
shares. My judgment concerns both 
parapsychologists and believers in 
general:

The believer, especially the parapsy­
chologist, is taking an unpopular, anti­
establishment viewpoint. This in turn 
implies suspicions of conventional ex­
planations of reality and such suspi­
cions signal that the individual has 
higher paranoid components than does 
the average person.

My experience as president of the 
Illinois Society for Psychical Research 
confirms this as far as the members are 
concerned (and of course as far as I am 
concerned, too). Our observation of 
parapsychologists offers the same con­
firmation. When one well-known para­
psychologist asked Mary Fuller what 
she thought of parapsychologists, she 
replied, “We think you’re at each oth­
er’s throats like a pack of wolves.”

To us this has serious implications 
for research. Parapsychologists tend 
not to trust or believe each other’s 
research. It’s as if they operated within 
isolated and sanitized capsules, remain­
ing separated in their small area of spe­
cialization and suspicious of all others. 
I believe this is not so pronounced as it 
used to be but it is still widespread.

Let me tell you a couple of my expe­
riences with the late Dr. J. B. Rhine. 
One of our dear friends in earlier days 
was Nandor Fodor, author of the mon­
umental Encyclopedia of Psychic 
Science and other books. A successful 
practicing psychiatrist in both England 
and New York, he worked as research00



RAINBOWS FALLING ON MY
HEAD (THE MAGIC OF THE GREAT GOD PAN)

To: E.S.P. LAB OF TEXAS
Box 216. 219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 75117

Please rush me RAINBOWS FALLING ON MY HEAD as follows:

Total Amount enclosed
□ Check □ Money OrderBy: □ Cash
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Lessons on the Secret Science of the 
Hebrews and the Esoteric Teachings 
of Christianity.

Karin 
Kabalah

An in-depth correspondence study 
course on energy and color for the 
New Age which teaches the Wisdom, 
Understanding and the Use of the 
Tree of Life.
For information on enrollment as a 
Kabalistic student, write: Karin Kabalah, 
Rt. 4, Box 118, Jasper, GA 30143

7 Mystic Symbols of Luck
ELEPHANT FAMILY

In ancient tradition seven is a lucky number 
—and seven in number is our charming “Elephant 
Family.” Arrange them along a mantel, shelf or 
table for a unique decorative effect. Gleaming 
and gem-like, they will attract admiring 
glances — and even may, as is widely believed, 
attract good fortune to your home and loved 
ones.
Hind-carved from variegated, imported onyx. Graduated 
sizes from 1" to 2-1/2" (approx.)

COMPLETE 7-PIECE SET
Only $7.95

Plus P/H: $1.50 U.S A.; $2.50 Foreign.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 

officer of the International Institute for 
Psychic Research.

Fodor was not only a delightful man 
personally but an innovative theorist on 
such matters as poltergeists and survi­
val. Moreover, he was honest, one of 
the few scientific personalities willing to 
admit to error in his theories if the facts 
pointed elsewhere. His ego seemed not 
to be involved in his work; he was a 
seeker of truth, pure and simple.

And yet he felt terrible about the fact 
that he had been blackballed from 
membership in the Parapsychological 
Association at the instigation of Dr. 
Rhine.

I have asked myself why Rhine would 
do this to such a brilliant man and I 
have to conclude that he felt threatened 
by Fodor’s wide-ranging interests as 
opposed to his own narrow statistical 
approach. Fodor, for example, took a 
critical interest in Spiritualism of which 
Rhine would have disapproved. Yet 
Fodor’s articles in the field were praised 
by none other than Freud himself.

Fodor was interested in the psychol­
ogy of mediumship and he theorized 
about poltergeists and survival. The 
titles of some of his books illustrate his 
broad approach: On the Trail of the 
Poltergeist, The Haunted Mind, The 
Search for the Beloved, New Ap­
proaches to Dream Interpretation. If 
anybody deserved to be a member of 
the Parapsychological Association it 
was Nandor Fodor. He wasn't elected 
because of the narrow prejudices of Dr. 
Rhine and the parapsychological com­
munity.

On one occasion I picked up Dr. 
Rhine at O’Hare Airport in Chicago to 
take him to his hotel before a speaking 
engagement with the Illinois Society.



I SEE BY THE PAPERS II
This was at the height of Pauline 
Oehler’s successful experiments with 
the psychic photography of Ted Serios 
and we had hoped to persuade Rhine to 
meet Ted and possibly witness a dem­
onstration. In fact, Ted and Polly 
Oehler were waiting for us at her home 
in Wilmette. Nonetheless Rhine abso­
lutely refused to be a witness or to par­
ticipate in any way. It was as if he were 
afraid to be involved.

Instead, after Rhine returned to Dur­
ham, N.C., he sent W. E. Cox to con­
duct experiments with Ted. And what 
experiments did Cox conduct with this 
most impressive, and (in my view) un­
usual psychic? Throwing dice!

00
HYPERSPACE CRYSTALS

PARALLEL universes and other 
dimensions are among the imagina­

tive explanations offered for some of 
the mysteries of paranormal phenom­
ena. In the workaday world such ideas 
are hooted down. But in the rarefied 
atmosphere in which mathematicians 
and physicists operate, they are taken 
most seriously — if only as abstract 
concepts. That they are abstract does 
not mean they are not genuine, how­
ever, or that they cannot solve material 
problems, as students of Einstein and 
Planck well know.

Recently a new type of crystal was 
discovered during research into alumi- 
num-manganese alloys at the National 
Bureau of Standards in Gaithersburg, 
Md. The puzzling new crystal violates 
accepted rules of what has been known 
and understood about crystalline struc­
ture for two centuries. Indeed, it is so 
paradoxical that, according to Malcolm 
W. Browne of the New York Times, 

WE LIVE IN A 
DICHO WORLD

Our lives are lived on two levels—the level of cause 
and the level of effect. All that we «ее in the world 
around us is the world of effect. We do not under­
stand this because we do not understand the world 
of cause, which really has its origin completely with­
in us. When we learn the secret of this dicho, or 
split-level world, we can take command on the level 
of cause. The Science of Mentalphysics teaches a 
simple, age-old method to gain control of the Cos­
mic Creative Force. Write for free information today 
to: Mentalphysics, PO Box 640, Yucca Valley, CA 
92284. A non-profit organization founded 1927.
Mentalphysics. Dept. 036 
PO Box 640, Yucca Valley. CA 92284

GIVE A LIFT TO 
YOUft LIFE with 
methods that refresh 
your body, mind, 
and spirit in the 
peace and beauty of 
the Mentalphysics 
Retreat. Recharge 
your body with 
scientific breathing 
Learn about med ita-

Send information on Mentalphysics [ ] Retreats [ ]
Name________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________
City-----------------—---------------------State------ —Zip

tion, chanting, and 
other revitalizing 
practices that open 
up the channel to 
the Higher Self.
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“theorists are forced to consider it in 
terms of six-dimensional hyperspace, 
rather than in the three-dimensional 
space of the everyday world.”

The discovery was made by Daniel S. 
Shechtman, an Israeli electron-micro­
scopist on sabbatical from the Israeli 
Institute of Technology. The alloy Dr. 
Shechtman observed has the crystalline 
form of an “icosahedron”; icosahed­
rons are three-dimensional equivalents 
of pentagons. Their anomaly is that 
unlike other known crystals they can­
not fill a flat surface without leaving 
gaps.

At present the discovery has impor­
tance only for theoretical physics and as 
an influence on the attitudes of physi­
cists. David R. Nelson of Harvard says 
it “has demolished an axiom and taken 
some of the smugness out of the field.” 
But another observer is quoted as say-

ing that if “this kind of crystal proves to 
have properties as peculiar as its struc­
ture, the stuff seems certain to find 
important uses.”

Some researchers have proposed that 
the mysteries of psychic phenomena 
may reside in some unknown dimen­
sion of reality that would one day be 
revealed. Perhaps this is such an oppor­
tunity. If mathematicians can apply the 
geometry of multidimensional hyper­
space to solve a practical discovery, 
perhaps it has relevance to uncovering 
the mysteries of psi.

00
SHADOW WORLD

THIS IS speculation of course, but 
an anonymous writer in the August 
8, 1985, issue of New Scientist states 

that physicists are knocking on the door 
of parallel universes and extra dimen-

happens after
fer death? vo
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in®

ORDER TODAY

$1.00

LIFE NEVER DIES
Special to FATE readers ONLY: $1.00

You will also receive absolutely free 
of charge a six-month introductory 
subscription to a beautiful metaphysical 
magazine: ABUNDANT LIVING.

ABUNDANT LIVING,DEPT. F,BOX 100,SAN DIEGO,CA 92138



SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH!
SOLAR POWERED NECKLACE RELIEVES ANXIETY, 
DEPRESSION, AND FATIGUE, WHILE INCREASING 

VITALITY IN TEST VOLUNTEERS
TEST PARTICIPANTS REPORT...

• Increased Energy «Feeling of Well-Being • Reduced Tension
• Elevated Mood • Improved Sleep • Relief of Pain

A Functioning Space-Age Power Source
The "Solar Energizer is more than |ust an attractive neck­

lace - it ts a functioning space-age power cell that delivers a 
continuous supply ot energy when exposed to light The positive 
and negative electrodes are formed by the chain, which delivers 
a gentle and continuous flow of ENERGIZING POWER THROUGH­
OUT THE BODY of the person wearing it. The energy produces 
no tingling sensation on the skin but any simple electronic multi­
meter will detect its presence and verify that the energizer is

Renewed Energy Lets Body Heal Itself

U.S. Patent Office Award* Patent
The Solar Energizer is a patented device that has been sub­

jected to a thorough review by the U.S. Patent Office Patent 
Number 4.173,229 was issued on November 6.1979 The Sum­
mary 01 The invention begins with: "It к the etyect at the 
present invention to provido an improved and dHinthm thoro- 
penttc adornment or |eweky оЦМ oporabto to gooerM a taae- 
flcial How ot electrical current through the body el a person 
wearing same

30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Use the Solar Energizer continuously lor 30 days and let the 
results speak lor themselves It you are not satisfied with the 
performance ot the Solar Energizer, return it № us for a full

For Men and Women
The Solar Energizer Necklace is attractively styled and may be 

worn by both men and women Each Energizer comes in a velvet 
leweler s pouch and includes complete instructions and recom­
mendations for correct wearing and use

NOW AT 111И FOR ONE, OR TWO FOR S34.IS
Include $1.50 tor postage-handling.

ARIZONA INSTITUTE OF BIOELECTRONICS 
1927 Thunderbird West. Dept. F, Phoenix. AZ S5023 

SOLAR ENERGIZER'*Patent *4,173,229

13



14 FATE

THEOSOPHICAL PHILOSOPHY 

FREE BOOKLIST ON REQUEST

Theosophical University Press
P.O. BIN C. PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 41109

MYSTICALPENDANTS
Exquisitely crafted

Imported 32% lead crystal

Brilliant and gem-like, these light­
catching, eye-catching shapes will lend 
dash to your costume and magic to your 
mood. They glow, they scintillate, they 
reflect not only light but mystical signifi­
cance as symbols of love, power for­
tune, piety and dowsing art. Pick the 
shape for which your spirit calls:

Teardrop 180101(11/16")
Haff-Frosted Cross 20 mm (3/4") 
Faceted Ball 12 mm (7/16")
Etched Star 20 mm (3/4")
Flat Heart 18 mm (11/16")

All pendants on 18" gold-plated neckchain. 
$8.95 each, plus $1.00 P/H

Crystal earrings also available:
Pierced Dangle 11 mm (3/8")
Pierced Round 4 mm (3/16")
$7.95 each, plus $1.00 P/H

Order now from: VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P0 Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

sions as they search for an acceptable 
theory that will allow the unification of 
all forces.

The basic problem that eludes the 
physicists is how to include gravity. 
Scientists at the Fermi National Accel­
erator Laboratory near Chicago have 
speculated that when the universe was 
very young and hot, its original symme­
try may have split into two smaller iden­
tical symmetries, one of which broke 
still further to give us the world we 
know.

“But what would happen if the other 
symmetry broke in exactly the same 
way?” the New Scientist writer asks. 
The Fermi researchers believe it would 
lead to a “shadow world”exactly paral­
lel to our own. “Because the two sym­
metries split at a very high energy, at the 
same time that gravity became distinct 
from the other forces, the shadow world 
would be detectable only by its gravita­
tional interaction with our world....

“Shadow stars and planets will form, 
but not in the same places as their vis­
ible counterparts. In fact they had bet­
ter not: any shadow matter in the earth 
would contribute to its mass — a possi­
bility that is excluded by calculations 
based on satellite motions.”

Calculations show that the maxi­
mum possible proportion of shadow 
matter which could have accumulated 
on earth would be about 10 percent. 
That would be a pretty tenuous physical 
reality.

How could we communicate with 
beings on a shadow world? Gravita­
tional waves are the only radiation that 
could be emitted in one world and 
received in the other. In other words, 
don4 expect to hear news of imminent 
contact.
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DESTINY DICE
Order something special for yourself and a friend!
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CRY WOLF

JUST AS shadow worlds are not 
always what they seem, so the cos­
mic terrors and the reasons science 

gives us therefor are not always what 
they seem.

For a decade more or less we have 
been warned about the frightening 
implications of the continued increase 
of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere. 
Occasionally some scientists have tried 
to reassure us that it has always been so, 
that burning of wood and other bio­
mass which has always occurred far 
exceeds the carbon dioxide from our 
industrialization; therefore things сапЧ 
be so bad. Still others have told us that 
carbon dioxide is cycled periodically 
from oceans to atmosphere and back 
again.

But now researchers, no longer con­

cerned with carbon dioxide, have an­
nounced that methane is building up in 
the atmosphere more rapidly than car­
bon dioxide and could increase the 
greenhouse effect tremendously. So far 
no one is giving us any dates as to when 
the earth will become insufferably hot 
(or is it insufferably cold?).

00
OZONE VERSUS ACID RAIN

A SIMILAR switch in emphasis 
may be occurring in regard to acid 
rain. Just as we have come to under­

stand that acid rain is destroying our 
forests — both here and in Europe — 
and even our Congress has become 
convinced that we had better do some­
thing to control air pollution, along 
comes a new theory that says the culprit 
isn4 acid rain, after all, but ozone!

THE NEW SILVA SUPERMIND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL SELF-HELP PROGRAM

At last the fabulous Silva Mind Control program is available in a new form that you can 
work with yourself in your own home. The Super Mind program takes the same Silva 
Mind Control taught in classes for 20 years — with 5 million graduates enjoying a better 
life - and has revised it so that you can work with it at home. The Silva Method is now 
being taught in 62 countries, in 18 languages, by 450 instructors.

Jose Silva, the father of psychorientology who developed the initial basic Silva Method 
material, and the author of the popular book. The Silve Mind Control Method, (available 
at your local book store) appointed his world class trainer of instructors, Burt Goldman, 
to develop the advanced techniques of Silva Supermind, which is now available by mail.

Silva Supermind is the Silva Mind Control method with edditional creative Silva ideas 
developed for more of a psychological approach. It is designed to make you feel better 
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budget plan available in case you are temporarily short of money.)
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Send to: Silva Supermind, Dept. 3-6FF, P.O. Box 668, Tarzana, California 91356.
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Researchers at the Boyce Thompson 

Institute at Cornell University found 
that ozone-related declines in photo­
synthesis of crop plants and trees 
occurred among all species and at all 
concentrations, but that the rate of 
damage was unique to each species.

When the tests were repeated using 
water with an acidity comparable to 
that of acid rain, there was no addi­
tional decrease in photosynthesis, 
acceleration in leaf aging or change in 
plant growth and yield.

Meanwhile, Allen Heagle, a plant 
pathologist in Raleigh, N.C., who has 
been involved in a four-state, four-year- 
old national crop loss assessment net­
work, indicates his own studies show 
the same thing. “Ozone is clearly the 
bad guy here,” Heagle says. “In every­
thing we've done with crops here, we 
find that at ambient levels ozone is 
much more a factor than acid rain.”

Hardly any studies have been done 
on the effect of ozone on trees, however, 
although the Cornell study indicated 
that of those studied red oak and white 
pine are the least vulnerable to ozone 
damage.

Big problem here: the largest source 
of ozone is automobile exhaust.

00
UFOS AND BIRTH TRAUMAS 
MANY OF YOU will have ob­

served that there is substantial 
disagreement among even FATE’s edi­
torial staff about the possible validity of 
Prof. Alvin Lawson’s hypothesis that 
many UFO-abduction cases can be ex­
plained by prenatal memories. Lawson 
proposes that there is a great similarity 
between the experiences described by 
abductees and the experience of birth.
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Both experiences often, but not always, 
include passing through a tunnel and 
emerging into a brightly-lighted large 
room where the persons are examined 
by medical people, sometimes pain­
fully.

I suspect that the people who object 
to Lawson’s theory are, for the most 
part, closet believers in abductions. But 
the reason they generally give is that 
Lawson’s theory is scientifically unten­
able because most psychologists and 
physiologists contend that the child’s 
nervous system is not developed enough 
to transmit sensations which could be­
come memories to the brain. Nor is the 
brain mature enough to retain them. 
Psychiatrists and therapists may have 
their own hang-ups with the concept 
because the idea of the birth trauma as a 
key to neurotic behavior was a main 
thesis of the late Otto Rank, once a 
favored student of Freud but later 
anathema to the Freudians.

Nonetheless there is more and more 
interest in prenatal psychology — a sub­
ject that many orthodox therapists con­
tend is by its very name impossible — 
and more and more interest is being 
shown in investigating it. A book called 
The Secret Life of the Unborn Child is 
attracting a great deal of attention. The 
book, by Toronto psychiatrist Thomas 
Verny, depicts a concept of the infant 
which is quite different from that held 
by traditional medicine.

Verny says, “We now know that the 
unborn child is an aware, reacting 
human being who from the sixth month 
on — and perhaps even earlier — leads 
an active emotional life.”

One American study showed that 
when given a choice babies always pre­
ferred a tape recording of a story their 

mothers had read to them in the womb 
rather than a new story.

00
THE EVIDENCE

Obviously if the birth trauma 
exists, Lawson’s UFO-abductee 
hypothesis cannot be dismissed on the 

grounds that no such thing exists. Much 
of the evidence, however, is anecdotal 
and even Verny admits that it is insuffi­
cient to satisfy most scientists. Still, 
some of the anecdotes are pretty 
striking.

Walt Murray of the Knight-Ridder 
newspaper tells one of them: “A mother 
in Oklahoma City discovered her one- 
year-old daughter reciting breathing 
instructions for Lamaze childbirth. But 
the terminology and technique were 
Canadian, not American. The mother 
had taken Lamaze classes when living 
in Toronto more than a year earlier.

“Boris Bortt, conductor of the Hamil­
ton Ontario Philharmonic Symphony, 
was mystified by his ability as a young 
man to play certain pieces of music 
sight unseen. He’d know the flow of a 
piece even before he turned the page of 
the score.”

Often it was the cello line that he 
knew best and when Bortt questioned 
his mother, who had been a profes­
sional cellist, he learned that all the 
scores he knew sight unseen were ones 
his mother had played when she was 
pregnant with him.

Verny came to his viewpoint after 
psychiatric patients began sponta­
neously recalling what seemed to be 
traumatic birth and prebirth expe­
riences.

Dr. David Cheek, a San Diego obste­
trician, decided to test the hypothesis
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that persons are unable to remember 
the birth experience because their ner­
vous systems are still undeveloped. He 
hypnotized four adults whom he had 
delivered decades before and asked 
them questions about their birth expe­
riences. Each patient remembered how 
his head and shoulders were angled dur­
ing birth. Dr. Cheek was able to verify, 
from his records, their accounts in every 
detail.

00
PSEUDOSCIENCE?

T'HE AMERICAN Dowser, the 
official journal of the American 
Society of Dowsers, has published a 

fascinating exchange which typifies the 
dogmatic attitudes of many debunkers 
and the problems of supporters of any 
unorthodox idea.

The debate began on November 17, 
1984, when the New York Times pub­
lished an article, “Witching Water in 
the North Country,” about dowsing in 
upper New York state. Prof. Gerald A. 
Goldin of Rutgers University, a science 
education coordinator, wrote a letter to 
the Times which it published on Christ­
mas Day. In it he criticized the news­
paper for publishing an article on this 
“charlatanism,"this “discredited super­
stition,"this “effect that does not exist.” 

“In the claims of the American 
Society of Dowsers,” wrote Goldin, “we 
have an example of pseudoscience capi­
talizing on ignorance and gullibility to 
parade as scientific investigation.” He 
expressed disappointment in seeing the 
Times publish “unsubstantiated claims” 
of dowsing ability.

The Times published a response on 
January 6, 1985, from Prof. Robert 
Brambl, a University of Minnesota bio-
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chemist. In this letter Brambl chided 
Goldin for dogmatism and cited his 
own experiences as a dowser. As an 
undergraduate, wrote Brambl, he 
worked on a utility crew constructing 
and repairing gas pipelines. With his 
dowsing rods, he said, he reliably 
located underground pipes for the crew 
dozens of times with few failures.

“This earlier experience reminds me, 
as an unsuperstitious research scientist, 
that the practical experience of others 
sometimes may be as important and 
useful as reliance upon the scientific 
method in our investigation of strange 
phenomena,” Brambl wrote. “Those 
laborers [with whom the scientist 
worked] often showed an admirable 
open-mindedness and curiosity about 
the inexplicable; our scientists, with far 
greater intellectual resources, should be 
as free of dogmatism about that which 
they do not yet understand.”

On January 20 Professor Goldin 
responded in the Times, expressing 
puzzlement about why Brambl would 
accuse him of dogmatism. At the same 
time he dismissed Brambl's firsthand 
dowsing experiences as “anecdotal” and 
rejected it because it was 20 years old. 
Goldin described himself as a skeptic 
and vigorous advocate of curiosity and 
open-mindedness. Then he resorted to 
the tiresome debunker habit of tarring 
everything with the same brush:

“Throughout history,” he wrote, 
“believers in astrology, faith healing, 
ghosts and demons, numerology, psy­
chic power, witchcraft and wizardry, as 
well as dowsing and divining, have 
relied on uncontrolled, anecdotal re­
ports as evidence of occult phenomena 
and extraordinary individual abilities.”

This was followed, naturally enough.
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by a flood of “anecdotal reports” on 
how well water witching works. One 
writer, Herbert Nickerson, Director of 
Public Works and Water Development 
Engineer of Haverhill, Mass., related 
that he finds water mains with his L- 
rods after state officials cannot locate 
them by conventional methods.

00
MORE TO COME?

TWO INDIAN geophysicists believe 
that the worst is yet to come for 
Mexico City. More than 15 years ago 

Harsh Gupta and Janardan Negi pre­
dicted that the areas at greatest risk for 
highest magnitude quakes were the 
Kamchatka Peninsula of northeastern 
Siberia and Mexico. They say their 
forecast was too general to predict the 
timing of the Mexican quake but that 
far worse is yet to come. They predict 
that the events of last September were 
“only foreshocks of the predicted future 
magnitude higher than 8.5 on the Rich­
ter scale.”

Whether quakes can be predicted 
with any accuracy at all becomes doubt­
ful, according to a theory discussed at a 
meeting of the American Geophysical 
Union in Baltimore last fall. Marine 
geologist James Kennett explained it 
simply: “There are certain times in earth 
history when all hell breaks loose and 
these are separated by more quiescent 
times.”

The idea is that the earth’s history is 
marked by pulses of mountain building, 
volcanic eruption, earthquakes and the 
like. Earth scientists are quick to point 
out, however, that there is really no firm 
proof of this theory, although research­
ers do know that there are long-term 
fluctuations in the movement of the
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mountain-building tectonic plates.
Nevertheless, seismologists who have 

studied the great Mexican quake think 
that it was not the strength of the quak­
ing that caused the extreme damage in 
Mexico City but the fact that the area 
amplifies certain seismic waves. There 
would have been very little damage 
done without such amplification, they 
say. There was little damage along the 
coast which was actually closer to the 
epicenter of this quake than the city 
itself.

The earth on which the buildings 
were anchored acted like a tuning fork. 
Five-to 15-story buildings sway with a 
period of around two seconds when 
struck by wind or earthquake, accord­
ing to Richard A. Kerr in Science. He 
writes, “By chance, a column of lake­
bed sediments in central Mexico City 
also had a fundamental period of about 
two seconds by dint of its effective 
depth and composition.”

Resonance between these interme­
diate-height buildings and the soil 
further amplified the shaking. Then 
“the next element in the disaster, inade­
quate construction, came into play.” A 
member of the American team that sur­
veyed the damage lists at least 20 design 
and construction practices that cer­
tainly would have contributed to the 
damage.

Kerr puts the quake in perspective 
when he says, “Although staggering 
when viewed from the camera lens, the 
Mexico City disaster was a limited one. 
Only 250 buildings collapsed out of a 
total of 600,000 or more structures in 
the city; about one percent of the city 
suffered heavy damage. A great earth­
quake can be much worse.”

00
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HUMAN ERROR

A BOOK reviewed in New Scientist 
(November 15,1984) lays much of 
the blame for “natural” disasters on

man. Published last fall, Natural 
Disasters: Acts of God or Acts of Man? 
(Earthscan, 3 Endsleigh St., London 
WC1H ODD, England) shows that the 
number of disasters, such as the drought 
in Africa, increases yearly.

“Six times as many people died each 
year from disasters in the 1970’s as in 
the 1960’s. Yet there is no evidence that 
the natural forces behind them—for 
example, droughts, floods, cyclones or 
earthquakes—are getting worse.”

Many disasters are clearly the result 
of human activities which make agri­
cultural land and cities more susceptible 
to these natural events. Poor farming 
practices, rather than a lack of rainfall, 
bring about the droughts that threaten

FATE 
African countries. The book quotes a 
climatologist who claims that one area 
of the Sahel zone of arid West Africa 
normally receives more rain annually 
than does London, England. But in 
Africa the rains come in only three 
months of the year and fall on com­
pacted sandy soil, bare of vegetation. 
Normal rains become floods and these 
are followed quickly by droughts.

Floods, the book reports, are be­
coming more numerous than any other 
calamity. In the 1960’s 5.2 million 
persons were affected each year; in the 
1970’s the number increased to 15.4 
million annually. Most of the victims 
were the poorest people in poor 
countries.

Earthquakes have dramatically dif­
ferent impacts on different countries. In 
Peru earthquakes kill an average of 2900 
persons each year. In Japan, equally

I Will Teach You To See Past Lives 
In 3 Hours

THIS TECHNIQUE IS NEW AND WORKS FOR EVERYONE
• No gadgets or mechanical devices are used. This is a pure Psychic Pheno­

menon which automatically occurs when you follow the simple and spe­
cific directions.

• You will literally see who and what people looked like in past incarnations.

• The technique is meant for one-on-one akashic investigation, but may 
easily be adapted for classroom use.

• The process works automatically. If you have normal faculties. The tech­
nique will work for you.

• Practicing the technique opens further psychic functions.

• The technique is guaranteed to workforyou within 3 hours practice or your 
money is refunded.

Complete Manuscript — $7.00 T. JORGENSEN
407 S. Parkview, Dept. F36, Los Angeles, CA 90057



6Z

{PUN Ч 9«яммцО1$П)Ш1И 
ДЖОН INWSHtajflssoiD 

ЯШИ UDfll tamnuu мцис)



30 FATE

s-FREE CRYSTALS! -x
We will send you a quartz crystal plus 
our new catalog of crystals, stones, 
iewelry, books, oils, potions, and more. 
Just send us $1.00 to cover postage 
and handling

P.O. Box 95-Q, Vantca, CA «0224 
(213)392*3694

THE ORIGINAL SCHOOL OF WICCA 
Harness Witchcraft's powers Gavin and Yvonne 
Frost, world's foremost Witches, teach you

Box 1502-Y. New Bern. NC 28560

—HOW TO PROGRAM YOUR- 
SUBCONSCIOUS MIND 
SUBLIMINAL Plus HYPNOSIS

• SUCCESS • PROSPERITY • DIET CONTROL 
• LOVE • CONFIDENCE • MEMORY

FREE APPLIED SUBLIMINALS, Dept. A 
Catalog Box 135, Cresskill, NJ 07626

I
Here Is The Secret!

Use the triple action 
Self-Development Progrim 
with sterling silver band 
made especially for you 
with your vibrations

helping with the making of the band. With 
your band is an instruction parchment and 
body sketch to help you overcome all obsta­
cles Free parchment with purchase. Money 
Beck-Guarantee. Two to six weeks delivery. 
Send $29.95 postage, handling, and insurance 
included to:

Jo'a Creations, Inc. / Box 2957 Chicago. IL 60690 

earthquake-prone, earthquakes kill an 
average of 63 persons annually. Japan 
has strict building regulations and well- 
organized emergency services.

The book points out that in the 20 
years before 1981, Bangladesh sustained 
63 natural disasters, each one killing an 
average of 10,000 persons. In the same 
period 76 natural disasters struck the 
Philippine Islands but the average 
number of lives lost was 223.

oo
PSYCHIC WORKSHOP

Parapsychologists Russen 
Targ, Keith Harary and Charles 
Tart are offering two weekends of psy­

chic exploration to help people develop 
their ESP abilities. The workshop is 
being sponsored by Bay Research Insti­
tute in cooperation with John F. Ken­
nedy University.

Of special interest is Targ and Har- 
ary’s announcement that they will be 
telling the full story of the U.S. govern­
ment’s sponsorship of psi research. 
They will also show how psychic talents 
can be used for a wide range of activi­
ties, from making business decisions to 
finding a parking place.

The workshops will be held on the 
weekends of March 8-9 and 15-16. For 
information, contact Bay Research 
Institute, 1550 California St., San 
Francisco, Calif. 94109. Phone number 
is (415) 326-5271.

OO
EVERGLADES AND METEOR

LAST FALL unusual new evidence 
for meteor or asteroid collisions 

with earth was proposed even as the 
search continues for the theoretical 
asteroid that (again theoretically)
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caused the (theoretical) dinosaur extinc­
tion 65 million years ago.

Edward J. Petuch, a paleontologist 
at Florida International University in 
Miami, proposed that the Everglades of 
South Florida were formed by the im­
pact of an asteroid which collided with 
earth 36 million years ago. Petuch's 
idea originated when he and Jack 
Meeder of the University of Miami in 
Coral Gables discovered a huge oval­
shaped coral reef six million years old 
buried beneath the rim surrounding the 
great shallow bowl of the Everglades.

Petuch’s search of the literature indi­
cated that the magnetic field strength at 

the lowest point in the Everglades is 25 
times that of the surrounding region 
and that nearly 1000 feet of strata that 
should be there is missing. Eventually 
coral reefs formed around the edges of 
the collapsed basin which mostly filled 
up then with sands and sediments.

Gene Shoemaker of the U.S. Geolog­
ical Survey in Flagstaff, Ariz., says he 
sees no evidence of such an impact. He 
says that chunks of asteroids never are 
found buried beneath the craters and 
that the magnetic anomaly in the South 
Everglades is not consistent with the 
way impacts are known to change mag­
netic fields in rocks.
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 
OF RAJNEESH

The New Messiah promised spiritual liberation. 
Instead he brought paranoia, conflict and shattered dreams, 

by Martin Ebon

Photos courtesy United Press International

THE MASS MEDIA played the 
arrest and ouster of Bhagwan Shree 
Rajnecsh as a farce. From the time Raj- 

neesh was handcuffed at North Caroli­
na’s Charlotte Douglas International 
Airport last October 28 to the moment 

he left from Portland, Oreg., for his 
native India on November 15, television 
and newspaper coverage emphasized 
the trivial and the ludicrous. He had to 
do without his thronelike chair in North 
Carolina’s Mecklenburg County Jail, 
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they said. If he were to preach to prison 
inmates, one official declared, “They’d 
likely throw him out the window.” One 
of the last TV images, shot from a heli­
copter above the commune of Rajneesh- 
puram in Oregon, was of the 93 Rolls 
Royce cars, which had been at the 
guru’s disposal and are now for sale.

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, 54 years 
old and ailing, returned to India after 
half a decade, his American experiment 
a bankrupt shambles. He had pleaded 
guilty to violating U.S. immigration 
laws and paid a fine of $400000. But it is 
the contrast between the guru's follow­
ers and their hopes, on one hand, and 
the macabre chaos of charges and coun­
tercharges, on the other hand, that calls 
for less flippant analysis. FATE readers 
were given insight into the background 
and operation of the Oregon commune 
earlier* but the subsequent crises sug­
•See W. Edward Mann’s “Rajneesh: The New Messiah?“, 
February 1985 issue.

At height of his career as America's most controversial religious figure, Bhagwan 
Shree Rajneesh would take afternoon drives through his Rajneeshpuram, Oreg., 
commune in one of the 93 Rolls Royces given him by adoring followers.

gest the same pattern of hope and disil­
lusion that has plagued other cults.

The emotional hold Rajneesh exerted 
on his followers, or sannyasins, and the 
fortress mentality they displayed inev­
itably bring to mind the People’s Tem­
ple commune in Guyana, South Amer­
ica. Led by the Rev. Jim Jones, over 900 
commune members committed suicide 
on November 18, 1978, almost exactly 
seven years before Rajneesh’s depar­
ture. Much of public speculation on the 
possible self-destruction of the 
Rajneeshpuram had the repulsive qual­
ity of a crowd which, as it watches a 
suicidal man on a window ledge, shouts, 
“Jump! Jump!” Still, Rajneesh’s not- 
so-cryptic remarks, such as “If I go 
many will go with me,"encouraged just 
such morbid voyeurism.

Rajneeshism displayed kinship with 
other prominent cults. It shared with 
the teachings of Aleister Crowley (1875- 
1947), who organized a group devoted 
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to sexual magic in Sicily, a philosophy 
of hedonism and erotic laissez-faire. 
Rajneesh advocated a “surrender-to- 
the-moment” view, while Crowley said, 
“Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of 
the Law.”

If one looks for external similarities 
between Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and 
Jim Jones’ ill-fated People’s Temple, a 
common internal restlessness exists. 
Jones started with a church in Indianap­
olis; Rajneesh’s first commune devel­
oped in Poona, India. Jones moved his 
flock to Redwood Valley near Ukiah, 
Calif.; Rajneesh crossed continents, to 
Montclair, N.J.; Jones’ People’s Tem­
ple abandoned the United States for 
Guyana; Rajneesh moved to a spot near 
Antelope, Oreg.

From Crowley to Jones to Rajneesh, 
patterns of megalomania and paranoia 
can be detected in cult leaders and fol­
lowers. These “us-against-them” syn­
dromes are evident in a great number of 
religiopolitical groups. Traditions of a 
leader’s exceptional origin are also 
common. Jones suggested he had been 
Christ, Buddha and Lenin in a succes­
sion of earlier lives. Rajneesh, who has 
claimed the superiority of his own 
teachings over those of Christ, Buddha 
and Mohammed, while at other times 
expressing tolerance of all faiths, claims 
a different previous existence.

His mother Saraswati told one of his 
disciples that Rajneesh neither cried 
nor drank milk during the first three 
days of his life. Asked about this, the 
guru said, “Seven hundred years ago, in 
my previous life, there was a spiritual 
practice of 21 days, to be done before 
death. I was to give up my body after a 
total of 21 days. There were reasons for 
this but I could not complete those 21 

days. Three days remained. Those three 
days I had to complete in this life.”

He added that his present existence 
was “a continuity” from his previous 
incarnation and explained that the pro­
scribed 21-day fasting period could not 
be completed because “I was killed just 
three days before, and those three days 
were omitted,” to be “completed” as 
new life began in early babyhood. The 
killing during the previous life, seven 
centuries earlier, was not the result of 
any hostile action, Rajneesh explained, 
for “the person who killed me had no 
enmity with me, though he was taken to 
be and was treated as an enemy.”

Comparing himself to Jesus, Raj­
neesh said that, while Judas was tried 
for the death of Christ, “he had no 
enmity with Jesus.... That killing dur­
ing Rajneesh’s earlier life became valu­
able. At the time of death, those three 
days were left. After all my strenuous 
efforts for enlightenment during that 
life, I was able to achieve in this life, 
after a period of 21 years, that which 
had been possible to achieve during 
those three days. For each of those 
three days in that life, I had to spend 
seven years in this life."

MUCH OF Rajneesh’s ever­
changing dogma is presented in a 
convoluted style that suggests either 

muddled thinking, labyrinthine syntax 
or philosophical flights into another 
dimension. He is also capable of using, 
with the most saintlike demeanor, the 
roughest and toughest of Anglo-Saxon 
four-letter words. This reflects his doc­
trine of total disinhibition, much in 
contrast to both Western and Eastern 
teachings that advocate self-denial. His 
ethical concepts have given Rajneesh a 
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reputation for advocating “free sex"— 
which brought him harsh criticism as 
well as eager followers.

Despite long periods of silence Raj- 
neesh's words have come in torrents 
over the years, transcribed in dozens of 
books bearing his by-line, quoted in the 
works of others and recorded in the 
commune’s paper Rajneesh Times. As 
many of his views pour forth during 
talks among appreciative followers, 
punctuated by hearty laughter and 
applause, some comments seem to 
result from a desire merely to shock, 
provoke or entertain the audience.

Rajneesh can be quoted as advocat­
ing suicide, denouncing aid to the poor, 
hoping to take over the world, having 
no personal income (gifts of Rolls Roy­
ces and diamond-studded wristwatches 
don't count), wanting to dissolve all 
governments and claiming that 
everyone who died within 22 miles of 
Rajneeshpuram would become “en­
lightened.”

Even more bizarrely, Rajneesh has 
denounced Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
as a “criminal idiot.” “People who fight 
poverty contribute to it because they 
preserve it,” he says. “They exploit the 
misfortune of others to glorify them­
selves. Of course the world’s misery can 
be eliminated but not with Mother 
Theresa’s methods. She wants more 
orphans and more poor people so that 
these people can be converted to 
Catholicism."

While a number of his concepts, 
unstable though they are, have roots in 
Hindu traditions, Hindu scholars and 
practitioners speak of him with anger 
and disdain.

Rajneesh has come to his position in 
stages, beginning with his early days in

IN LATE NOVEMBER Rajneesh­
puram, the Bhagwan Rajneesh’s 
Oregon commune, began shutting 
down as Mayor Swami Prem Niren 
declared the community “no longer 
viable” now that its leader had left 
the United States. Eighty-two of the 
Bhagwan’s 93 Rolls Royces have 
been sold to a Colorado car dealer. 
One hundred followers will remain 
at the site until it is sold.

Meanwhile, speaking from a lux­
ury hotel in New Delhi, India, Raj­
neesh said his years in America had 
been "hell.” Americans are “sub­
human,” he said. He vowed never to 
leave India again.

A spokesman urged Rajneesh’s 
American followers not to follow 
him to India. “He wants to be left 
alone," Dyan John, the commune's 
finance officer, stated.

the little village of Kuchwada, Madya 
Pradesh. The legend of his three days of 
self-deprivation as a newborn baby is 
traditional and intracultural. It was 
said of St. Nicholas, for example, that 
he did not demand his mother’s breast 
on fast days, Wednesday and Friday, 
except after sunset. Within this univer­
sal tradition, then, Baby Raja was saint­
like from birth.

When Saraswati, his mother, was 
asked about her son, she expressed sur­
prise that he had chosen to be incar­
nated through her and her husband. “I 
wonder why he took birth in this simple 
family,"she said, “because people go on 
asking so many meaningful questions 
and Bhagwan talks with such wisdom.” 
They called him “Raja,” or “King,” 
from the start. When he went to school, 
he began being called Rajneesh; his full 
name was Rajneesh Chandra Mohan.

From early childhood up to this day 
the image of death has played a major 
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role in Rajneesh’s emotional life. When 
he was five years old, his little sister 
Kusum died and for days he dressed like 
a monk and walked around with a beg­
ging bowl. When he was seven, his 
beloved grandfather died. The boy felt 
alone, abandoned, and he later said, 
“His death became for me the death of 
all attachments. Thereafter, I could not 
establish a bond of relationship with 
anyone. Whenever my relationship with 
anyone began to become intimate, that 
death stared at me.” Role-playing 
poseur though he is, these feelings 
appear to be genuine.

Little Rajneesh had lived with his 
grandfather. He moved back to his par­
ents in the town of Gadarwara when he 
was seven years old. He was supposed 
to attend Gunji Primary School but 
made up stories — such as that he had 
been beaten by a teacher — in order to 
avoid going to school. He considered 
history, geography and mathematics 
“irrelevant.”

Rajneesh maintains that he could not 
respect teachers who were totally in­
volved in life; “no one who had not seen 
death could ever become my teacher,” 
he says. Vasant Joshi says in his biog­
raphy The Awakened One, “This atti­
tude created some difficulties for Raj­
neesh. Often he came to be seen, for 
example, as egotistical and immodest, 
discourteous and even seditious.” He 
felt he could not learn from others, only 
from himself.

Rajneesh, a loner, spent much of his 
time by the river in contemplation. Fas­
cinated with death, he followed proces­
sions to the cremation ground and 
mourned the death of a childhood 
companion. When Gandhi was assassi­
nated on January 30, 1948, Rajneesh 

has claimed he felt too sad to weep.
Early in life, Rajneesh says, several 

astrologers said he would die at the age 
of seven. Instead, he sees his life as 
divided by near-death crises every seven 
years, at seven, 14 and 21 years of age. 
When he was 14, he asked his school 
principal for a seven-day leave. He 
wanted to go into retreat as a prepara­
tion for death. He spent the week in a 
temple, had several mystical experi­
ences but obviously did not die. Still, he 
says, it gave him an understanding of 
death as ever-present.

The local library at Gadarwara was a 
source of many books for Rajneesh, 
including the writings of the Indian 
poet Rabindranath Tagore and the 
works of Karl Marx and Frederick 
Engels. When he was in the sixth grade, 
Rajneesh participated in speaking con­
tests; by the ninth grade he was a fre­
quent lecturer. He abandoned Marxism 
and socialism and by 1950 he had given 
up all political and economic ideas and 
turned toward religion and spirituality.

At 19, in 1951, Rajneesh was gradu­
ated from high school in Gadarwara 
and enrolled at Hitkarini College in 
Jabalpur. He continued to be a trouble­
some youngster, particularly in classes 
dealing with philosophy and logic. 
Asked to leave, he managed to be 
accepted at D. N. Jain College, also in 
Jabalpur, with the understanding that 
he could study at home and simply 
appear for exams. For two months he 
worked as assistant editor on a local 
newspaper. His constant questioning of 
everyone and everything reflected an 
inner mixture of explosiveness and a 
feeling of aimlessness. He suffered from 
psychosomatic symptoms, including 
severe headaches. Rajneesh meditated 
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with mounting intensity; his favorite 
place was at the top of a tree.

HIS MOMENT of enlightenment 
came on March 21, 1953, at two 
o’clock in the morning (presumably the 

morning of the 22nd). Following a 
period of increasing inner agony, rest­
lessness and mounting panic, Rajneesh 
left the students’ living quarters around 
midnight. Looking back on seven days 
of inner turmoil and malaise, he now 
experienced successive feelings of total 
passivity and hopelessness reaching a 
“bottomless abyss.” Next the young 
man felt the “presence of a totally new 
energy, a new light and new delight” so 
“intense that it was almost indescrib­
able, as if I was exploding, as if I was 
going mad with blissfulness.”

Rajneesh entered the municipal 
garden, having climbed over a closed 
gate. As soon as he entered the grounds, 
“everything became luminous,” every 
tree, bush and blade of grass intensely 
alive. He recalled later, “One tree was 
tremendously luminous — the maulsh- 
ree tree. It attracted me, it pulled me 
toward itself. I had not chosen it, God 
had chosen it. I went to the tree. I sat 
under the tree. As I sat there, things 
started settling. The whole universe 
became a benediction.”

This key event in Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh’s life is what is known to psy­
chologists as a conversion experience, 
akin to the impressions gained by 
“born-again” Christians. Typically it 
came after a period of mounting 
depression and culminated with a feel­
ing of luminosity in nature, of a oneness 
with the universe that has parallels with 
experiences gained through hallucino­
genic drugs. Rajneesh regards his three 

hours in the garden as an “endless eter­
nity” which “continued as an undercur­
rent” for the rest of his life.

The young man’s reading and writing 
took up still more of his time. He 
became a popular fiery speaker, in 
Jabalpur and neighboring cities. He 
obtained his B.A. in philosophy in 
1955, then went to Saugar University to 
work toward an M.A. During the two 
years in Saugar, Rajneesh again 
avoided formal classes but read vora­
ciously at the university library. His 
unorthodox life pattern continued, 
becoming, if anything, still more exper­
imental and eccentric.

During student days that reflected 
Rajneesh’s conscious experimentation 
with the lamas guna, he practiced indo­
lence, sleep, remaining motionless, 
reaching pure consciousness by being 
“thought-less,” aiming at a state of “no­
mind” and “no-body.” This even 
prompted him never to clean his room 
during two years at the student hostel at 
Saugar University. He kept his cot right 
next to the door, jumped straight onto 
it when he entered the room, and 
jumped straight from it and out the 
door when he got up. After these years 
of studied indolence, Rajneesh entered 
a period of frantic activity, his rajas 
guna, which lasted from 1957 to 1974.

Upon graduation Rajneesh first be­
came a philosophy teacher at Raipur 
Sanskrit College. Next, in 1960, he 
transferred to the University of Jabal­
pur. For the better part of two decades 
he traveled and lectured, spending 
much of his time on trains and in front 
of audiences. Leaving trails of contro­
versy, he went from Bombay to Cal­
cutta to Delhi to Amritsar.

As experimental as he was controver­
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sial, in 1964 Rajneesh held a 10-day 
meditation camp at Muchala Mahavir, 
in the hills of Rajasthan. His novel 
approach and provocative talks made 
the young lecturer unpopular with his 
university's administrators and he quit 
in 1966. He ran into fierce opposition 
when he spoke critically of Gandhi and 
criticized the traditional Hindu prim­
ness about sex. He upset the sponsors of 
the Second World Hindu Religion 
Conference in 1969 when he denounced 
self-deprivation, declaring, “Any reli­
gion which considers life meaningless 
and full of misery and teaches hatred of 
life is not a true religion.”

By 1970 Rajneesh had settled in 
Bombay, where he developed a move­
ment based on his own ideas and prac­
tices. These included his concept of 
“Dynamic Meditation,” which resem­
bles ecstatic movements and shouts, 
rather than contemplative actions. For­
eign visitors were attracted to his 
approach and he delegated administra­
tive talks to devoted assistants. He 
remained in Bombay from July 1,1970, 
to March 20, 1974. The next day he 
moved to 17 Koregaon Park in Poona, 
some 120 miles southeast of Bombay.

AT THE newly-named “Shree Raj­
neesh Ashram” large groups of 
visitor-followers first met the man then 

known as “The Bhagwan.” Soon his 
Poona commune became a center of 
popular attention and of worldwide 
notoriety. It was there that Rajneesh’s 
reputation as the “sex guru” was estab­
lished, that wild tales of orgies, drug­
taking, sadomasochistic rites and an 
any thing-goes atmosphere originated. 
Still photographs and films of naked, 
frenzied dancers circulated abroad. 

Quite a few of the visitors, ex-hippies 
and drug-culture graduates, saw the 
ashram as a new delicacy that teased 
their jaded appetities.

Rajneesh has told interviewers that 
all his life he was “very active sexually,” 
that “it gave me a great deal of pleasure 
before my Enlightenment and even 
more afterwards.” He says he has moved 
through sex into deeper meditation and 
consciousness: “I am pleased to see 
when my people move slowly into medi­
tation, so that they meditate even dur­
ing coitus.”

Since the AIDS scare Rajneesh’s atti­
tude has changed to caution and pre­
caution. At the Rajneeshpuram in 
Oregon the uninhibited ways of Poona 
became a thing of the past. Sex educa­
tion took the place of promiscuity. 
Poona provided a mixture of ideas and 
practices left over from the 1960’s, 
including psychotherapies that ranged 
from “primal scream” and “encounter” 
therapies to crossbreeds from cultist 
remnants. Rajneesh at one point main­
tained that violence was necessary for 
self-awareness. Even in Poona, Raj­
neesh’s Rolls Royce fetish was promi­
nently in evidence and he used a luxury 
car to drive a few feet within the ash­
ram, from one building to another.

In the summer of 1981 the ashram 
was partly transferred to a castlelike 
mansion, located on a hill at 22 Crest- 
mont Road in Montclair, N.J. The 
place, merely a way station, had only 20 
to 30 followers in residence. The new 
center quickly attracted attention — 
once again, at first, because of Raj­
neesh’s penchant for Rolls Royces — 
locally and nationally. Apparently 
intent on living up to its reputation, the 
group placed a series of advertisements 
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in Time. One read: “Sex. Never repress! 
Search all the nooks and comers of 
your sexuality. It will be more fun.”

The Montclair building, bought on 
May 1, was placed again on the market 
at the end of 1982. An advertisement in 
the real estate section of the New York 
Times, headed “CASTLE,” specified 
that it contained 30 rooms and six fire­
places, an oak billiard room, two solar­
iums and a circular driveway. The ad 
said the place was located on “15 rolling 
and five wooded acres.”

By the beginning of 1982 only seven 
followers remained at Montclair. The 
majority, about 150, had moved to 
Antelope, Oreg., where the “Rajneesh 
Foundation International” had bought 
a nearby expanse of farmland for about 
$5.75 million.

• • •

OREGON CRITICS of the com­
mune — there were many — were 
clearly delighted when the news spread 

in September 1985 that Rajneesh’s 
sprightly, loudmouthed assistant Ma 
Anand Sheela had defected, together 
with other key commune officials. Wild 
charges and countercharges were ex­
changed. Rajneesh accused Sheela of 
embezzling huge amounts of money, of 
having conspired to murder him and 
others and of resenting that they had 
never been sexually intimate. Adding a 
bit of ancient wisdom, he declared on 
national television, “You don’t sleep 
with your secretary!” During his 2!6 
years of silence, until the fall of 1984, 
Sheela had taken over more and more 
of the commune’s responsibility but 
according to her testimony, it was Raj­
neesh who had spent the place into 
bankruptcy.

Interviewed by the German illus­

trated weekly Stern (September 26, 
1985), Sheela denied Rajneesh’s charge 
that she had become the leader of a 
“gang of fascists,” had smuggled $55 
million into Switzerland and turned the 
commune into a “concentration camp,” 
complete with electric bugs, attack 
dogs, Uzi machine guns, rifles, helicop­
ters, armed guards and much ammuni­
tion. Before she was arrested by Ger­
man authorities, shortly before 
Rajneesh’s own prison interludes, 
Sheela said that the commune’s prob­
lems had no longer been a matter of 
faith in Bhagwan’s message but of 
“feeding and clothing all the people,” 
while “there was this incredible pressure 
for Rolls Royce cars, diamond watches, 
jewelry...."

Rajneesh’s demands for gifts had 
become an obsession. “It becomes 
blackmail,” she said. “Give me this or 
I’ll die.’ Everything became clear to me 
when Bhagwan asked me, a year ago, to 
get him a watch that cost 2!4 million 
dollars, a Vacheron-Constantin with 
diamonds.” She said she still loved him 
but “not to the degree that I will be his 
slave.” As for the missing millions, she 
said, “The money is gone. I have told 
him often enough that we cannot 
afford, in the long run, to buy all these 
expensive things, cars and so forth, 
because this meant I’d have to take 
bread away from our people."

The Rajneesh empire, with its finan­
cial backing largely from Europe and 
the United States, had to rely on the 
managerial skill and financial guidance 
of a freewheeling Swiss, Urs Bimstiel, 
renamed Swami Dhyan Dipo. He had 
joined the Rajneesh movement in 
Poona in 1980 and when the Oregon 
commune began to need money, 
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Birnstiel-Dipo acted as multinational 
manager. In the summer of 1985, before 
the breakup, Sheela and Dipo were 
married. Dipo's financial skills, during 
his pre-Rajneesh career, had led to per­
sonal bankruptcy proceedings at 
Zurich, with a loss of 50,000 Swiss 
Francs to his creditors. If any of the $55 
million the Rajneesh regards as missing 
can be found anywhere, they would 
presumably be in a Swiss bank account.

• « •

Throughout, the contradic­
tions, pronouncements and activi­
ties of Rajneesh have provoked disdain 

and hostility. To begin with, anyone 
who encourages others to address him 
as “Bhagwan,” meaning either “God” 
or “The Enlightened One,” or both, sets 
himself up for derision.

Asked why he needed more than 90 
cars, he replied impatiently, “Why not 
900? My friends give them to me as a 
token of their love!” Word at the 
Oregon commune had it that the imme­
diate target was 365 Rolls Royces, one 
for every day of the year. One inter­
viewer wondered why Rajneesh did not 
use the money to benefit the needy. 
Disdainful as ever, Rajneesh replied, “I 
leave that to the other religions, the 
religions for the poor. I am the religion 
for the rich."

But then, again, in Charlotte, Raj­
neesh insisted that his movement was 
not a “religion.” At various times and 
places the Rajneeshees have either 
maintained that they are tax-exempt or 
insisted that they are a purely secular 
group. Rajneesh has said, “1 am the 
founder of the only real religion. All the 
other religions are simply hocus-pocus. 
Jesus, Mohammed and Buddha simply 
exploited people’s capacity to be se­

duced. Jesus had no idea of religion. He 
was a psychiatric case because he 
assumed that he was the son of God and 
the Savior of the world. He never medi­
tated but prayed all the time. Prayer is 
based on faith and faith is based on 
ignorance.”

Once he had abandoned his vow of 
silence, Rajneesh spoke all too freely to 
interviewers from all parts of the world, 
notably journalists from Germany, 
where his movement had many well-to- 
do followers. He gave an interview to 
the German weekly news magazine Der 
Spiegel (August 5, 1985) in which he 
praised Adolf Hitler.

“1 love this man,” he said. “He was 
crazy. But 1 am crazier still.” Hitler, he 
went on, “was as moral as Gandhi... . 
He was, by nature, a Hindu, even more 
so than Gandhi. He was like a holy 
man.”

• • ♦
BACK IN 1979 I wrote in my book

The World's Weirdest Cults: “Cults 
tend to have a touch of madness. For 
the leader to think of himself as chosen 
by a Higher Power, and for those who 
follow him to echo this claim, calls for 
dips into the cauldron of megalomania, 
paranoia and other categories of aber­
rant thought and behavior.” The 
enigma is not that the Rajneesh cult 
followed this pattern or that the psy­
chopathology of certainty attracts men 
and women in emotional need of an idol 
but that such cults seem doomed to 
self-destruction.

After all, much of the motivation that 
brings people to a movement such as 
this is of a positive nature. These are 
often well-meaning, sincere, vocal, 
attractive men and women. And yet, by 
becoming too dependent, by abandon­
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ing identity and pluralism, by yielding 
to the Authority of One, they seem to 
assure disaster. After all, a commune 
society founded on a single leader is like 
an inverted pyramid. And, by a law of 
physics, an inverted pyramid must 
topple.

What Rajneesh left behind in Oregon 
was not just a commune bereft of lead­
ership. It was a group of people who 
had seen the flip side of love, which is 
hate. Rajneesh and Sheela had turned 
on each other. She stood accused of 
murder, waiting in Germany for possi­
ble extradition to the United States. 
Sheela had said, facing yet another 
question about the man she had loved 
so long, “To hell with Bhagwan!” She 
knew him; she was aware of how frail he 
had become. His diabetes and his 
asthma were chronic; his back troubled 
him continually; his allergies demanded 
that scents not be used in his presence. 
But beyond this were emotional pres­
sures. He was taking 60 milligrams of 
Valium per day, Sheela said, and “he is 
experimenting with all kinds of sleeping 
pills.”

Rajneesh had been erratic since boy­
hood. Now he had turned against his 

own teachings, or against the teachings 
attributed to him. Once Sheela had left, 
he denounced the very concept of “Raj- 
neeshisms” as a religion. In an odd 
ceremony, accompanied by drumbeat­
ing and dancing, Rajneesh’s own books 
were burned at Rajneeshpuram. By a 
vote of 34 to 0, the Oregon town of 
Antelope was given back its old name. 
Rajneesh suggested that followers get 
rid of their necklaces, or malas, which 
bore his portrait.

The accusations and counteraccusa­
tions about embezzlement and attempt­
ed murder embarrassed even outsiders. 
Yet, whether in Oregon or back in his 
native India, to thousands of followers 
the Bhagwan can do no wrong. Many of 
them have turned away, reluctantly dis­
illusioned. Others will remain loyal to 
Rajneesh, no matter what.

Historically troubling will be the 
ultimate image of the movement. In the 
case of the People’s Temple public 
memory has narrowed down to a huge 
soft-drink container spiked with cya­
nide. After the decline and fall of 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, all that may 
be remembered is the image of a silver 
Rolls Royce.

ONE HEL OF A PLACE
By Ida M. Pardue

HELL WAS designed for Chnstian 
sinners and a hell of a lot earlier Hel 
was designed for heathens who were 

good but not quite good enough for Val­
halla. That heavenly, joyous hall of the 
slain was only for heroes killed in battle. 
Those who didn't make it to Valhalla 
went to Hel — but not to bum.

In Hel forever were people who just 
plain died. So Hel was simply an “other­

world” ruled by Hel, the Teutonic queen 
of the dead. Unlike Satan, however, there 
was nothing evil or scary about Hel 
except her looks. She was deformed. One 
side of her face was human but the other 
side had no features at all.

Perhaps it wasn't heaven but neither 
was Hel a place of everlasting punish­
ment like that designed much later for 
erring Christians.



MAGIC CITY 
OF THE CATS

Thousands of years ago, the ancient Egyptians held cats sacred — 
almost divine — and worshipped the kindly, loving cat-goddess Bast.

Statues of the cat-goddess Bast graced temples and private shrines throughout 
Egypt. A statue much like this one but of larger dimensions stood in her great temple 
Not only in her city Bubastis but throughout Egypt it was a capital crime to kill a cat
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By Stephen A. Kalb, Jr.
Photographs courtesy
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

SINCE history began, cats and peo­
ple have had a special relationship 
— not always benign. In the Middle 

Ages, a dark and superstitious age, cats 
were suspected of being in league with 
the forces of Satan, and often devil­
worshipping witches were thought to 
have “familiars,” their companion spir­
its, in the form of cats. An echo of that 
today is the tradition that black cats 
bring bad luck.

Before that dark period in history, 
cats were venerated or even worshipped. 
In the classical world, cats were asso­
ciated with the goddess Artemis in 
ancient Greece and with her Roman 
equivalent, Diana, goddess of the hunt. 
Freya, the Norse goddess of love and 
beauty, was also associated with cats: 
they frequently drew her chariot.

Cat worship reached its height, how­
ever, in ancient Egypt and the center of 
that worship was the city Per-Bast or 
Pa-Bast, known to most classical schol­
ars as Bubastis. The city and its envi­
rons were sacred to the cat-goddess 
Bast and from there the tradition 
radiated throughout the land of the 
pharaohs that cats were sacred, if not 
divine.

Ancient Egypt was di­
vided into provinces called 
nomes. Each one had a 
principal city which was 
considered the seat of power 
for one of Egypt’s many

The "Egyptian Cat" is a statue that is known and recognized throughout the world today. 

gods. Various animals were associated 
with many of the gods and thus held 
sacred. For example, Tehuti (Thoth), 
the god of science, writing and music, 
was associated with the ibis, a storklike, 
long-billed wading bird. Heru (Horus), 
a sun-god, was connected with the fal­
con. Het-Hert (Hathor), goddess of 
love, was associated with the cow. 
Aapep (Apophis), a leader of demons 
who opposed the forces of light repre­
sented by Heru, was associated princi­
pally with the serpent. Artists painted 
or sculpted these gods and goddesses 
either in the form of their associated 
animals or as human bodies with animal 
heads.

Bast was somewhat unusual in that 
she was related to both the sun and the 
moon. As a solar deity, she represented 
a gentle, warming, beneficial sun as 
opposed to the harsh, merciless, harm­
ful sun represented by the lioness­
headed Egyptian goddess Sekhmet or 
Sekhet. As a lunar deity, Bast was asso­
ciated with the night “eye” of the solar 
deities Re and Horus because her 
charges, the cats, have eyes that appear 
to glow at night.

Bast’s city, called Bubastis, was lo­
cated near the modem Egyptian city 
Zagazig, east of the Nile Delta. As a 
result, the ancient Egyptians referred to 
the goddess as “Lady of the East,” 
which suggests to some scholars that 
Bast worship may have been adopted 
from another culture. The primary 
temple in the city was dedicated to the 
cat-goddess, although other deities, 
with lesser shrines of their own, were 
also worshipped.

The city of Bubastis was very old. 
Inscriptions uncovered by archaeolo­
gists suggest it was well established by
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the time of Pharaoh Khufu (Cheops) 
who is most famous as the builder of the 
Great Pyramid at Giza. From this we 
can infer that the city was a mature 
habitation in 2700 B.C. Some historic 
fragments suggest it was older and that 
it suffered a natural catastrophe during 
the reign of Boethus, perhaps three cen­
turies earlier, but this has not been 
verified.

According to Greek historian Herod­
otus, Bubastis was a large city situated 
on an island formed by twin canals 
channeled from the Nile River. The 
canals, said to be 100 feet wide, sur­
rounded the temple on either side and a 
causeway connected the island to the 
mainland. Herodotus wrote that the 
gate to the city was “10 paces" in height, 
which probably meant about 50 feet. (A 
Graeco-Roman “pace” is generally two 
of a modem man’s strides or about five 
feet; a mile or 5280 feet was 1000 paces.) 
In front of the gate stood a statue, pre­
sumably of Bast, “six cubits high” — 
about nine feet, since a cubit measures 
about 18 inches. (There is some uncer­
tainty about the exact length of both 
cubits and paces as estimated by 
Herodotus.)

The temple of Bast at the heart of the 
city reportedly had a tower which was 
easily visible throughout the city. From 
Herodotus’ writings, we learn that the 
temple was square, “a furlong” in 
length, which translates to more than 
200 yards long and wide. Surrounding 
the inner temple was a wall which the 
historian said was engraved with “fig­
ures and portraitures of sundry beasts.” 
As cat worship centered in Bubastis, it’s 
probably safe to assume that many of 
the “beasts” were feline. A large statue 
of the goddess, probably holding some 

symbol of power, stood within the tem­
ple and sacred cats were always in evi­
dence, carefully tended by clean-shaven 
priests.

A tree-lined causeway connected the 
temple to what Herodotus called “the 
house of Mercury.” This could well 
have been a lesser shrine to the god 
Tehuti, whom the Greeks identified 
with their god Hermes (the Roman 
Mercury).

The city was called “noble” and 
Herodotus described it as seeming “very 
haughty and highly planted.” This im­
plies that it was well landscaped and 
had superior architecture. As the seat of 
a major religion, it certainly was consid- 
dered one of Egypt’s major cities. Bast 
worship was especially popular in the 
eastern part of the Nile Delta and as a 
result the priests of Bubastis had con­
siderable influence.

* * *

ALTHOUGH cat-lovers today do a 
lot for their pets, few revere felines 
as the ancient Egyptians did. Cats were 

considered so close to divine that it was 
a capital crime to kill a cat — whether 
deliberately or by accident. If an Egyp­
tian of the time came across a dead cat, 
he was obliged to wail loudly and make 
gestures of lamentation so that others 
would see he was in no way responsible 
for the feline’s death.

A family cat was treated as a favored 
member, like a beloved relative, until 
and after death. When a cat died, it was 
the practice for family members to 
shave off their eyebrows as a sign of 
mourning. On the demise of a family 
cat, those who could afford it had the 
pet mummified just as human beings 
were. The cat mummy usually was 
placed in a tiny cat-shaped sarcophagus
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just as the larger sarcophagi were 
human-shaped. However, some cat sar­
cophagi were shaped like standard cof­
fins — save for the cat head — and 
others were in the shape of seated cats.

Well-to-do families took their cats to 
Bubastis to be interred with other cats 
in the land sacred to Bast. One cat 
cemetery in the city had so many sar­
cophagi that they were arranged by the 
thousands on shelves in a special crypt.

The solemn funeral procession to the 
temple of Bast, often by boat down the 
Nile, was necessarily sad but the people 
knew the goddess Bast to be kindly and 
loving. Thus Bubastis was a center for 
celebrations and festivals paying hom­
age to the goddess. These apparently 
were held mostly in April and May.

One of the chief festivals drew pil­
grims from throughout Egypt. Herodo­
tus said that ships with “infinite num­
bers of men and women” sailed to 
Bubastis for this festival, so we can 
assume there were more participants 
than could be counted conveniently. 
However many thousands were actu­
ally involved, the procession toward 
Bubastis was anything but reserved. On 
each ship men played syrinxes (pan­
pipes) and women struck percussion 
instruments — rattles, drums or tam­
bourines. Pilgrims without instruments 
sang and clapped as loudly as they 
could. The result was a boatload of 
people making a joyous racket.

Each time a shipload of pilgrims 
arrived at a city along the way to Bubas­
tis, some continued the music while 
others scolded and railed against the 
women ashore, perhaps because they 
were not part of the pilgrimage. Oddly, 
while some of the women on shipboard 
danced, others lifted their skirts, expos­

ing themselves to the people of the city. 
It is not known whether this is a vestige 
of the earliest ceremonial worship, par­
ticularly if certain aspects of Bast were 
adopted from an earlier “foreign" god­
dess (that is, a barbarian goddess origi­
nating outside the Egyptian culture).

Once the pilgrims arrived at Bubas­
tis, they honored the goddess with 
solemn rites, after which they began the 
festive celebration. According to Herod­
otus, more wine was drunk during the 
festival period than was consumed in 
the city throughout the rest of the year. 
As many as 700,000 adults participated 
in each festival — not an “infinite 
number” but certainly a respectable 
crowd even today. These numbers are 
still more impressive when considered 
in relationship to the sparsely settled 
lands along the Nile of antiquity.

ALTHOUGH Bubastis was defi­
nitely established as a thriving city 
by the age of Khufu (2680 B.C.), it 

reached its peak in 945 B.C. when Pha­
raoh Sheshonk I made the city capital 
of Egypt. By common practice the chief 
deity of the city and nome became the 
chief deity of all of Egypt. This doubt­
less reinforced and heightened, if possi­
ble, the ancient Egyptians’ reverence for 
their cats. Bubastis remained the capital 
for well over two centuries.

Pharaoh Sheshonk I, a contempo­
rary of King Solomon, was called Shi- 
shak in the Bible. It is interesting that 
although cat worship was at its height in 
Egypt during that period, cats are no­
where mentioned in the Old Testament.

Precisely what led to the decline of 
Bubastis isn't clear. That it was still an 
important city after Egypt’s capital was 
moved to the city of Safs is evident from
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the writings of the biblical prophet Eze­
kiel. Calling the city “Pi-beseth” (for 
Pa-Bast), Ezekiel reported that the Lord 
said the young men of the city would 
“fall by the sword” and the city itself 
would “go into captivity” (Ezekiel 
30:17).

By the close of the 19th Century, 
Egyptologist had unearthed and stud-

FATE 
ied the ruins of Bubastis. Many statues 
of the cat-goddess had been removed 
from Egypt and placed in museums 
mainly in Europe and England. And 
today, those who know of the great 
ancient city and its kindly yet powerful 
patron goddess are chiefly Egyptolo­
gists, Classical scholars and a few stu­
dious lovers of cats.

THE CRAWDADDIES ARE COMING!
By George 

FIRE ANTS, killer bees and walking 
catfish are among the exotic fauna to 

have headed north from America’s 
southern states in recent years. And while 
none of these creatures have lived up to 
the scare headlines in those supermarket 
tabloids, they do exist as proof that 
humankind has not “subdued the earth 
and all the creatures thereof” as the Old 
Testament tells us to.

Now another menace looms on the 
horizon — or, to be more exact, scuttles 
through the grass. The news comes not 
from sensational tabloids but from the 
impeccable and usually staid Wall Street 
Journal. Down in Texas, according to a 
recent Journal story, a little creature is 
giving folks fits.

It’s a crayfish — known locally as a 
crawdaddy — a little crustacean that 
resembles a tiny lobster. Unlike its Loui­
siana cousin who lives sensibly in streams 
and bayous and grows up to be a tasty 
ingredient in Creole cooking, the Texas 
crawdaddy has forsaken water for the 
lawns and pastures of east Texas. It lives 
and loves underground in burrows up to 
10 feet deep. The burrow entrance is a 

W. Earley 
cone-shaped clay mound which often 
reaches a height of two feet. In the hot 
Texas sun, that clay bakes brick-hard 
and becomes an obstacle destructive to 
lawnmowers and farm machinery alike.

“Crawdaddy Country” includes hun­
dreds of thousands of east Texas acres 
with as many as 20,000 mounds per acre. 
It all adds up to millions of tough little 
crawdaddies and so far no one has come 
up with an effective way to kill them.

They're tough in another way. Despite 
the grass they eat — the same grass that 
steers turn into juicy steaks and ham­
burger — crawdaddies aren’t edible. 
Another staple of their diet is sand and 
people агепЧ into crunching down on 
grit.

Since it happened millennia ago, no 
one really knows why the Texas craw­
daddies left water for land — although 
one theory has it they were left high and 
dry when some prehistoric swamps dried 
up. Instead of migrating, they stayed 
around and learned to live off the land.

Will they move north, building those 
metal-bending mounds and ravaging lush 
lawns as they go?
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Space Age prophets are spreading the word: 
extraterrestrials are coming and the end of the world is at hand.

By Jerome Clark

THE BUMPER-to-bumper rush- 
hour traffic was clipping along up 
1-94 just northwest of Chicago. It was 

5:30 in the afternoon of August 2,1985. 
Ken Macmillan,* a successful car sales­
man who works in one of Chicago’s 
wealthy North Shore suburbs, and his 
20-year-old son Kevin were in the right­
hand lane keeping pace with the traffic 
when suddenly a red pickup truck im­
mediately to their left swerved in their 
direction. Startled, Ken yanked his 
steering wheel sharply to the right to 
avoid collision, only to see his car about 
to go down a steep embankment. The 
car was moving sideways and almost 
certainly it was going to flip.
•A pseudonym.

He jerked the wheels to the left, in the 
direction of the oncoming traffic, and at 
that moment lost control of the car. It 
shot across all three lanes of traffic 
directly toward the concrete embank­
ment that divides the northbound 
highway from the southbound. He 
yanked the wheels to the right and the 
car spun around twice. During the 
second spin a semi hit it in the rear, 
causing it to spin another half-turn, this 
time on its two left wheels.

“Hang on, Kevin!” Ken shouted. 
“We’re going over! We’re going to flip!”

Instead the car stopped. It was now in 
the center lane facing south,'directly 
into the northbound traffic. Another 
semi was coming. It was too late to do 
anything but watch the smoke shooting 
out under the truck tires as the driver 
frantically tried to stop. As it was hap­
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pening, Kevin had the strange sensation 
that this was not real, that this was like 
being in a movie. Somehow — the 
Macmillans do not know how it hap­
pened — the approaching truck hit 
their car in the rear.

The car spun once and stopped.
At this point Ken, emerging from the 

initial shock, panicked. Desperate to 
get off the highway, he fumbled with the 
keys and attempted unsuccessfully to 
start the car, which had stalled. Kevin, 
who remained calm, reached over to the 
transmission shift and moved it from 
drive to neutral. His father then started 
the car and drove to the shoulder of the 
road.

The semi pulled up and its driver, 
looking bewildered, stepped out. He 
asked if they were okay and when they 
assured him they were, he drove off. 
The Macmillans surveyed the damage 
to their car. The taillight lenses were 
broken. And that was it.

“We couldn4 understand it,” Ken 
says. “It was miracle enough that we 
made it. But why didnH we hit any other 
cars? When I shot across the lanes, I 
would have had to run cars off the road. 
But no cars smashed up. On top of that, 
nobody stopped! Except for the truck 
driver, everybody just kept going right 
by us as if nothing happened."

Three days later David explained 
what had happened. It was a demon­
stration, he said, to show Ken how 
much protection he had. He escaped 
harm because time had been slowed 
down.

David is from the planet Landa. Ken 
Macmillan is his son.

DANIEL (pronounced Dan-ye//) 
is Ken’s real — that is, Landanian 

—name, David tells me. Daniel was one 
of the Seven Select, otherwise known as 
the Habanas. Ken/Daniel is the chief 
Habana, sent to Earth from his native 
Landa before the time of Moses. He 
and the other six, all elected by the Mas­
ters who oversee all events on the home 
planet, have reincarnated over the cen­
turies, with other Habanas quietly infil­
trating the terrestrial population as the 
years passed. The forces now have been 
gathered and soon the day of reckoning 
will come.

“Soon” is as close as David is willing 
to commit himself as we converse on the 
evening of August 12. To Ken, who says 
he has seen him, David is a strikingly 
handsome figure who resembles a Greek 
god. To me David is Ken Macmillan, 
lying on a couch in the living room of a 
house in a small northern Illinois town. 
Ken's eyes are closed and he is speaking 
in a voice unlike the one he uses in 
normal conversation. When the com­
munication — the “channeling” — is 
over, Ken will not remember what was 
said.

“There is no such thing as time,” 
David says. “Time is irrelevant.” He 
and “we of Landa,” as he always refers 
to his associates in that distant world, 
have never been able to master the 
human concept of “time” and it is 
impossible for them to pinpoint the 
exact time at which a future event will 
occur.

This is why, David replies when I ask 
him about the long history of failed 
prophecies from extraterrestrial sources, 
people have been misled in the past. I 
have pointed out to him that people 
have been given specific dates on which 
extraordinary events will occur — usu­
ally involving mass extraterrestrial 
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landings and natural or man-made cata­
clysms — and they have always been 
wrong.

“It was wrong of us of Landa to try 
and put dates in the way the human 
kind would understand. Time is nonex­
istent to us,” David says. He sounds 
sincere; the very word “time” comes to 
him with difficulty. He continues in his 
oddly fractured but formal English, “At 
the same moment, constantly we of 
Landa... truly, truly continue to work 
with these human kinds that made the 
choice to be worked with and give them 
hope. ... It is a most confusing issue 
when such as we of Landa try and create 
an image within the mind of Ken and 
other — as you speak, contact.... What 
is that word?”

“Contactees.”
• • *

*For a full account of Thompson's story, see my “The 
Coming of the Venusians. January 1981 FATE.

THE UFO AGE dates from Kenneth 
Arnold’s famous June 24, 1947, 
sighting of what were soon to be called 

“flying saucers,” by newspaper reporter 
Bill Bequette, and thereafter renamed, more 
soberly, “unidentified flying objects” by 
Project Blue Book’s Capt. Edward J. 
Ruppelt.

In the nearly four decades since then, 
UFOs have remained elusive and seem­
ingly inexplicable. Persons who see 
them experience the emotions one 
would expect such phenomena to elicit: 
puzzlement, excitement, fear. In some 
cases, individuals who appear sane and 
sincere describe brief, terrifying en­
counters with UFO occupants, usually 
described as short, hairless humanoids 
with oversized heads. Sometimes claim­
ants even tell of being abducted into 
UFOs, there to be subjected to medical 
examination by coldly impersonal 
beings.

Abductees, whatever the true nature 
of their experiences, are clearly part of 
the “UFO phenomenon,“ whatever its 
true nature. If one accepts UFO reports 
at face value (which of course all skep­
tics and even many proponents refuse 
to do), one can only conclude that non­
human beings with advanced technol­
ogy and inscrutable motives are visiting 
the earth. Anyone who has studied the 
sightings or interviewed the witnesses 
will be struck at some point by the 
alienness of the phenomenon being de­
scribed. Seekers after comfort from 
extraterrestrial sources will not find it 
in the UFO evidence; all they will be left 
with is a profound sense of unease.

Three years into the UFO age, a little- 
noted story was told by an elderly Cen­
tralia, Wash., man named Samuel 
Eaton Thompson. Thompson claimed 
that, while passing through a remote 
forested area on March 28, 1950, he 
came upon a spaceship and its occu­
pants, lovely nude men, women and 
children who identified themselves as 
Venusians. Strangely innocent and 
oddly ignorant — they only vaguely 
understood how their ship flew and had 
no idea who had built it — the Venu­
sians were possessed of great good will. 
The earth was a bad place which Venu­
sians and peace-loving beings from 
other planets in the solar system were 
visiting in hopes of redeeming. This 
would be accomplished by contacting 
earthmen one by one. Thompson was 
the first earthman to be contacted, they 
said.*

Thompson, a poorly-educated, un­
sophisticated man, made no effort to 
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exploit his story for publicity or finan­
cial gain. A brief account of it was pub­
lished in a local newspaper. Shortly 
afterwards Kenneth and Doris Arnold 
interviewed him at length and con­
cluded that, as outlandish as Thomp­
son's claims were, it was obvious he 
believed them to be true. Having lis­
tened to tapes of the interview, 1 am 
inclined to agree.

Two and a half years later, on 
November 20, 1952, George Adamski, 
itinerant occultist and amateur astron­
omer, met Orthon, a Venusian, in the 
California desert. Six “witnesses” attest­
ed they had seen the meeting and 
Adamski even provided a photograph 
of Orthon’s “scoutcraft.” To unbeliev­
ing eyes the scoutcraft bears a distinct 
resemblance to a large desert rock.

Soon, however, Adamski was pro­
ducing ever clearer photographs of 
scoutcraft and motherships. In due 
course he flew around the moon and 
attended a conference on Saturn. He 
attracted an international following of 
believers who attended his lectures, 
bought his books and hung on his every 
word. (Beyond being blond, beautiful 
and here to save us, Adamski’s sophisti­
cated — and clothed — Venusians were 
nothing like Thompson’s nature chil­
dren.) Meanwhile charges of fraud 
swirled around him, documented most 
devastatingly by James W. Moseley of 
Saucer News, and photoanalysis merely 
confirmed the obvious: that the flying 
saucers in his pictures were small three- 
dimensional models and cardboard 
cutouts.*

• Adamski's remarkable career is discussed in David Slup- 
ple's “The Man Who Talked With Venusians.” January 
1979 FATE, and in Richard Thomas'~Pioneer or Profit­
eer?". July 1983 FATE.

“Sincere” was not a word Adamski’s 

legion of critics used to characterize his 
claims — or, for that matter, the claims 
of the other flamboyant contactees who 
were quick to follow Adamski on the 
New Age lecture circuit. In the late 
1950’s, as a reporter for the Oakland 
[Calif.] Tribune, Rodney Stark, today a 
University of Washington sociologist, 
spent considerable time in the company 
of the professional contactees, who 
backstage made little secret of what 
they were up to. “It was all a big joke to 
them,” he recalls, mentioning, besides 
Adamski (who died in 1965), the names 
of several still active in the contactee 
business. “They even called their fol­
lowers ‘marks.’ ”

These Space Age flimflam men, with 
their wild tales and ludicrous “proofs” 
(including, in one case, hair from a 385- 
pound Venusian dog), created a stereo­
type of the contactee as a headline­
hunting sociopath. But the reality is 
—mostly, at any rate — otherwise.

While the contactee con artists were 
gamering the bulk of the publicity, all 
across the country — indeed all across 
the world — otherwise-normal persons 
were entering into communication with 
what they believed to be extraterrestrial 
intelligences. Their stories were little 
noted because few of these “silent con­
tactees,” as John Keel has called them, 
sought publicity; in fact, many did not 
even confide in friends or neighbors. 
When they did seek publicity, it was 
because they believed their interplane­
tary friends had directed them to do so. 
And that usually happened when a 
prophecy was about to be fulfilled and 
the results, inevitably, were disastrous.

In one celebrated example, a Chicago 
woman named Dorothy Martin began 
receiving communications, through 
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automatic writing, from Sananda, an 
extraterrestrial who said he had been 
Jesus in an earlier incarnation. Mrs. 
Martin was told that cataclysmic earth 
changes would take place on December 
20, 1954, and that she and her faithful 
followers would be rescued by a flying 
saucer just before a massive tidal wave 
destroyed the city. As the date ap­
proached, the group was instructed to 
inform the press of the imminent end of 
the world.

When none of the prophesied events 
occurred, the contactee group had to 
face not only massive public ridicule 
but, in some cases, sanity hearings. 
Mrs. Martin’s chief follower, Dr. 
Charles Laughead, was forced to resign 
his position on the staff of Michigan 
State College Hospital. Others had quit 
their jobs, given away their money or 
dropped out of school in anticipation of 
what was to come.*

But the most tragic contactee story of 
all is Gloria Lee’s. In 1953 Lee, a model 
and airline stewardess, began receiving 
communications from someone identi­
fying himself only as “J.W.,” a resident 
of Jupiter. Lee had her doubts about 
this, however. She knew of other per­
sons who had actually ridden in flying 
saucers and met their occupants in the 
flesh. But J.W. was only a voice inside 

her head. She insisted on a physical visit 
from him. When he refused to visit, she 
vowed to ignore him.

Then one day she was in the backyard 
of her Westchester, Calif., home hang­
ing the family wash on the clothesline 
when she heard a voice say, “Well, 
you’ve been wanting to see one — look 
up!” As Lee told the story, “And when I 
did, there was a saucer, big as life, flying 
north towards Santa Monica!”

Soon afterwards, through J.W.’s 
guidance, Lee joined a psychic-develop­
ment group where, Lee later wrote, “I 
was utterly flabbergasted when some­
one described a person who claimed to 
be a ‘space man’ and identified himself 
as J. W.!” That settled the matter as far 
as Lee was concerned, even though she 
was never to see him as anything other 
than a “manifested light form.” In her 
1959 book Why We Are Here, a collec­
tion of J.W.’s teachings transmitted 
through automatic writing, Lee con­
ceded that “for those of you who may 
still doubt the existence of J.W., I can 
give you no concrete proof which would 
satisfy only the five senses.” But at the 
level of the sixth sense, Lee believed 
firmly, J.W. was very, very real.

So she did not question him when in 
the fall of 1962 he instructed her to go 
on a fast for peace. The fast would end 
when a “light elevator” arrived to take 
her to Jupiter. Some weeks into the fast 
he told her she was to travel to Wash­
ington, D.C., and present spaceship 
blueprints to government officials. On 
November 28, as she waited for word in 
a Washington hotel room, she slipped 
into a coma and on December 2 she 
died. Her fast had lasted 66 days.

Two months later members of a 
Miami-based contactee group an­

’This episode and its immediate aftermath are recounted in 
IPAm Prophecy FaUi(l9S6)by Leon Feslinger, Henry W. 
Riecken and Stanley Schachter. In the book Mrs. Martin is 
called "Marian Keech" and Dr. Laughead “Dr. Arm­
strong." Despite their traumatic disappointment both 
went on to pursue active careers in the contactee move­
ment In December 1956 Mn. Martin and the Laugheads, 
with George Hunt Williamson (one of the "witnesses" to 
Adamski's initial contact and himself a contactee), moved 
to the shores of Lake Titicaca in Peru (where, Williamson 
averred, "the space confederation has a gigantic base") 
expecting, yet again, cataclysmic earth changes. After a 
period of months all returned, undiscouraged. Mrs. Mar­
tin, who calls herself “Sister Thedra," continues to com­
municate with extraterrestrials and directs the Association 
Sananda Sanai Kumara, headquartered at Mount Shasta.
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nounced that Gloria Lee was communi­
cating through them, having found 
peace and happiness on Jupiter.

• • •

OF ALL the contactees he has ever 
known, Allan Grise remembers 
Bob Renaud the best. “I think anybody 

who ever knew the guy was in awe of 
him,” Grise says.

Grise, who has been following con­
tactees for the past 25 years, is not easily 
awed. He knows that in the contactee 
game grandiose claims and supporting 
evidence are, in respective order, 
abundant and scarce. He thinks their 
cosmology — which has virtually every 
planet in this and other solar systems 
inhabited by humanlike beings — is 
right out of a comic book. And he 
acknowledges that Renaud’s story, at 
least on paper, is no more believable 
than any other contactee’s.

In July 1961 — the story goes — 
Robert P. Renaud, a Pittsfield, Mass., 
electronics technician who worked for 
General Electric, heard beeping sounds 
emanating from his ham radio. When 
they stopped, a lovely female voice said, 
“Bob, we’d like you to stay on this fre­
quency for a while.” The voice went on 
to say, “I am called Lin-Erri and my 
associates and I come from the planet 
Korendor. We are speaking to you from 
our spaceship many miles above your 
earth at this time.”

Lin-Erri told Renaud that she and 
her fellow Korendorians had chosen to 
contact him because they knew of his 
interest in UFOs, world peace and the 
future of mankind. Lin-Erri introduced 
him to other members of the crew. 
“Then,” Renaud would write, “for the 
next half hour they gave me explicit 
instructions on how to build both a sub­

space converter for my receiver and a 
companion sub-space transmitter so 
that I could have two-way communica­
tions with them during future contacts. ” 

In the months to come Lin-Erri and 
friends recounted the history of their 
planet and described their mission, 
which was to save the earth from de­
stroying itself. “We had hoped that see­
ing our craft in your skies would cause 
you to consider that your race is not 
alone in the universe .. . and that any 
international quarrels would shrink 
into insignificance and you would see 
the folly of your ways,” Lin-Erri said. 
“Unfortunately our cause has not been 
an easy one. We have met with unfore­
seen skepticism among your people....

“The Venusians and the Martians 
have been contacting some of your 
people regularly but this skepticism and 
ridicule has [sic] caused many of them 
to conceal their experiences. The num­
ber of ‘contactees,’ as you say, who are 
known publicly is not even 10 percent of 
the total number who have actually 
been contacted.”

On December 3 Renaud was given 
instructions on how to fix an otherwise­
nonfunctioning television so that it 
could receive their transmissions. Now 
he would be able actually to see the 
Korendorians. Later that month Mas­
ter Kalen-Li, in a transmission from 
Venus, promised Renaud that he would 
be contacted personally within the year.

The first television transmission came 
through on January 6, 1962. Renaud 
was shown scenes of the earth from 
space and of the interior of the space­
ship. Then:

“At this point the camera swung 
directly on Lin-Erri. She was a breath- 
takingly beautiful blonde who appeared 
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to be about 18 or 20 years old. She 
stood there quietly for a few moments 
knowing, no doubt, that I wanted to 
drink in the details.

“Her hair was shoulder-length and 
softly wavy. Her skin appeared to be 
light, and such a Figure I’ve never seen! 
Talk about stacked! I asked her earlier 
(in a radio contact) to describe herself 
and this is what she had said: *1 am five 
feet, four inches tall, 122 pounds, 37-22- 
26!!!’ Yes, 37-22-26! Then had come 
another shocker. ‘I am the equivalent of 
74 of your years of age which, in our 
society, is the prime of life.’ ”

In due course Renaud was meeting 
personally with the Korendorians and 
riding in their spaceships.

A reclusive figure who shunned the 
contactee lecture and convention cir­
cuit, he confined his activities to writing 
(gratis) several articles about his “expe­
riences” for the small-circulation UFO 
International, published by the con- 
tactee-oriented Amalgamated Flying 
Saucer Clubs of America, and to con­
tributing occasional letters to Jim 
Moseley’s Saucer News, whose editor 
did not trouble to hide his skepticism.

Reading Renaud’s material at the 
time it appeared, I assumed that it was 
bad science fiction written by someone 
who was amusing himself at the expense 
of gullible contactee enthusiasts. As 
“evidence” ail that Renaud had to offer 
were a handful of “UFO” photographs 
which would have challenged the faith 
of even the truest believer.

But Grise, who spent some time with 
Renaud in 1967, thinks that, bogus pic­
tures notwithstanding, he was not 
essentially a hoaxer. “If Renaud was 
engaged in fraud,” he says, “it was 
preposterous, unrewarding fraud.” 

Grise visited Renaud at his home and 
found, as the contactee’s writings 
claimed, a basement room full of elec­
tronic equipment, including the televi­
sion set and the short-wave radio over 
which the communications supposedly 
were effected. Grise, an engineer by 
profession and ham-radio buff by avo­
cation, found that “everything seemed 
to make sense. The circuits were ail 
appropriate to extend the receiving 
range. ” In other words, if he was getting 
messages from an aerial source, he had 
the equipment with which to receive 
them.

More remarkable, however, were the 
books Renaud was writing on Koren- 
dorian life and philosophy. There were 
a dozen or so of them, all single-spaced, 
each 500 to 600 pages long. There were, 
so far as Grise could discern from study­
ing their contents, no typographical 
errors. But that was not all.

“When he wrote these books,” Grise 
recalls, “it was like his hands belonged 
to someone else. He’d sit there in front 
of his typewriter and pay no attention 
to what was coming out of him. He’d be 
on the phone or talking with me and all 
the while his hands are going, produc­
ing all this perfectly-typed, clearly- 
written stuff on alien philosophy. It was 
just unbelievable.”

Grise was perplexed by Renaud’s 
attitude. “He showed no signs whatever 
of wanting to promote himself,” he 
says. “There was no show biz, no snake 
oil. He didn't even seem much inter­
ested in talking. He’d answer questions 
but he wouldn’t offer anything. He was 
hesitant to entertain visitors and he sold 
nothing, made no money. He said the 
whole business was imposed on him; he 
hadn4 gone after it.”
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Renaud also had a large collection of 

tapes allegedly of his space communica­
tions. Grise listened to some of them 
and heard what was supposed to be the 
voice of Lin-Erri. He recalls, “These 
were good-quality, reel-to-reel record­
ings. The woman’s voice had a kind of 
hesitancy in speech patterns suggesting 
a foreign person doing well in English. 
It had a singsong, melodious quality.”

When Grise asked if he could meet 
the extraterrestrials — in whom, de­
spite a deep natural cynicism about 
such matters, he was almost ready to 
believe — Renaud said he could request 
a meeting but could not guarantee that 
the Korendorians would agree to one.

“Besides,” Grise chuckles, “these guys 
always showed up at inconvenient 
times, like 3:00 A.M. And 1 don’t meet 
anybody at 3:00 A.M.”

Soon afterwards Renaud broke off 
their brief association and told him not 
to call or visit anymore. Renaud ceased 
all contact activities, telling his pub­
lisher that he had done his part and 
wanted no more of it. “He treated the 
whole thing like a contractual agree­
ment he’d entered into with the ETs,” 
Grise says. “He’d done what he was 
supposed to do and now he wanted to 
be left alone.” Renaud now lives some­
where on the East Coast, his moment of 
contactee stardom long forgotten.

Grise has spent his adult life listening 
to preposterous contactee stories. 
Renaud’s story, too, is mostly prepos­
terous. Yet it puzzles Grise even now, 
nearly two decades later. “Something 
quite out of the normal was going on,” 
he says. “Whatever it was.”

This is Part I of a three-part article.

HUMANITY’S GREATEST MYSTERY
Bv W. Ritchie Benedict

KENYAN newspapers revealed in the 
spring of 1984 that fossil hunter Kip- 
talam Cheboi found two molars and a bit 

of jawbone that may be enough to change 
history. There wasn’t much left of the 
five-million-year-old man when he was 
found in Kenya’s archaeologicaliy pro­
lific Rift Valley. Until Cheboi picked up 
the 2.9-inch fossil on February 23, 1984, 
near Lake Barigo, the earliest known 
human relic was about 3.5 million years 
old.

“This find goes back at least another 
million years,” said Dr. Andrew Hill, a 
Harvard University research fellow. “It 
extends the known human lineage by 
about 25 percent and tnat is quite a lot.” 

Hill, who heads the joint Harvard­

Museums of Kenya project, said in an 
interview in Nairobi that Cheboi’s find 
destroys the controversial theory that 
humans diverged from apes less than five 
million years ago. The right-side jawbone 
and first and second molars are clearly 
human. Preliminary dating indicates they 
are at least 4.5 million years old.

The fossil. Hill says, is similar to more 
complete specimens found by Dr. Don 
Johannson in Tanzania. Johannsen’s 
find, known internationally as “Lucy,” 
has been dated at 3.5 million years.

The finds are important clues in 
humanity's greatest mystery. Sometime 
during the vast stretches of prehistory, 
humans became distinct from apes. But 
why, when and how?
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EYE INTO THE FUTURE
By Sevilla Finley

MY OLD VW Squareback had 
been tuned up and checked and 1 
loaded the four children, Jimmy, Kelly, 

Lisa and Michael who were between the 
ages of six to 10, into Old Bessie and off 
we headed east to see Grandma in Loui­
siana. Just as I was pulling out of the 
driveway, I had a strange vision of our 
coming home not in Old Bessie but in a 
new VW bus. I dismissed the thought 
summarily. The trip was taking all my 
cash and it was foolish to think about 
new cars.

That was just the beginning of my 
“seeing” into the future. When we got 
on Interstate 5 near Three Oaks, Calif., 
a small town of fewer than 300 persons. 
Old Bessie bellowed black smoke from 
her rear. It was a scorching day and the 
children were hot and tired. After a 
three-day layover in Fresno, Calif., the 
children and I called Grandmother and 
announced, “Louisiana or bust! Here 
we come!” 

The trip was going smoothly until we 
left El Paso when I had another vision. I 
felt something was going to happen. An 
accident? Panic-stricken, I pulled Old 
Bessie along the shoulder of the high­
way and slowed down, letting other cars 
pass. I prayed, “Dear God, maybe I’ve 
made a mistake driving so far with my 
beloved children.” There was going to 
be an accident and I thought it was 
going to happen to us.

About the time we got to the top of

Sevilla Finley
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the hill, in the dusk ahead I could see a 
line of red taillights pulling onto the 
right shoulder of the road. In the middle 
of the highway, in the oncoming lane, 
lay an overturned truck. Here was the 
accident — and it did not involve us. I 
thanked God. The people in the over­
turned truck seemed to have plenty of 
help, so we inched past and drove on.

Later, on the way home from Louisi­
ana to California, Old Bessie died again 
on the Los Angeles Freeway. Grand­
mother, whom we called to say we were 
safe but stalled, wired a down payment 
for a new car. And with that money 1 
bought Big Bertha, a chartreuse VW 
bus that transported us safely on home 
to San Francisco. — Gretna, La.

MY TURN TO GRIEVE
By Helia Fairclough

WHEN I invited my close friend 
Joan Taylor to lunch that Friday 
afternoon in March 1979, little did I 

know that I was about to have one of 
the strangest experiences of my life. 
Joan was recovering from the recent 
tragic death of her brother Alan and I 
wanted to help take her mind off the 
incident. I also invited another co­
worker at the Irving Trust Company, 
Rita Simmons.

The three of us sat down to lunch in 
the bank’s cafeteria and while conversa­
tion was dilatory at first, it gradually 
picked up in interest. Rita was more 
helpful than I in giving Joan moral sup­
port. She explained that the human 
spirit was confused after sudden death; 
to help her dead brother out of this 
confused state, Rita advised her, it was 
important that the family pray contin­
uously for his soul.

Joan seemed more cheerful after this 

explanation and I was grateful. The 
lunch hour was almost gone when Rita 
excused herself to get back to work. I 
walked with Joan as far as the bank 
entrance and watched her leave.

As I made my way to the elevator that 
would take me to my office on the sev­
enth floor, I noticed how deserted the 
place looked. It was as if everyone had 
vanished at the stroke of two o’clock. I 
ran to catch an elevator. It was empty 
when I stepped in but the door remained 
open.

Suddenly an eerie feeling crept over 
me. A premonitory voice repeated over 
and over, “You’re next. Your time is 
next. You’re next in line to mourn for 
someone dear.”

I spun around but there was no one in 
sight. My heart began to pound. Some­
one or something was warning me of 
impending death! For what seemed like 
minutes 1 was riveted to the spot. Then 
the door closed and the elevator moved 
upward.

When it stopped, I stumbled off and, 
weak at the knees, somehow made my 
way to my desk. As I shakily resumed 
typing the unfinished letter in the type­
writer, I wondered how long it would be 
before I must experience my promised 
grief.

Just three months later, on the eve­
ning of June 2 that same year, I was 
cleaning house when the phone rang. It 
was my brother Glen. He seldom calls- 
me and the tone of his “hello" told me 
something was wrong. His voice trem­
bling, he said our nephew Bob was 
dead. He had been killed in a fight in the 
Williamsburg section of Brooklyn about 
2:00 P.M. that day. The words came 
over the wire like an electric shock. I 
was stunned. Bob was our older broth-
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er’s oldest son. He was one of my favor­
ites and the news of his death was a 
staggering blow.

I waited by the phone for more news 
concerning who had killed him and 
why. Finally, unable to cope with my 
anguish alone, I picked up the phone to 
call my friend Joan. It was then that I 
remembered my elevator experience. 
The voice had warned me.

I closed my eyes and distinctly heard 
it again: “Your time is next. You’re next 
in line to mourn for someone dear.” 
—Brooklyn, N. Y.

A MESSAGE FROM PETER
By Katie Batten 

As told to Phyllis Hudry 
ONE LATE afternoon in the spring 

of 19631 was dressing for a dinner 
party. I have always been intuitive and I 
obey hunches that come to me. As I 
dressed, I sensed I would be taking a 
trip soon, although I had no idea where.

I immediately slipped my passport 
into my purse and telephoned for an 
appointment to have a vaccination. It 
would be 10:00 P.M. and the doctor at 
first demurred but I insisted.

During the dinner party I visited with 
a couple who were flying to Paris the 
following morning from Chicago’s 
O’Hare Field. “What is your flight 
number and airline and what time is 
your flight?” I inquired. It suddenly 
seemed imperative that 1 know. I was 
still thinking about that hunch.

After dinner I stopped for the vacci­
nation. When I arrived home, 1 took 
out a suitcase and packed it with neces­
sary items. Before I went to bed 1 was 
ready to leave on a trip, although I was 
still in the dark as to where, when, why.

At 6:00 A.M. my telephone rang

Katie Batten

insistently. A voice speaking from 
Brussels, Belgium, told me my son 
Peter had been seriously hurt in an auto 
accident. The man said he had just left 
Peter and assured him he would call his 
mother. He said Peter replied, “She 
already knows.”

I said, “I’m packed and ready to 
leave. Ill arrive in Paris, then take a 
train to Belgium.”

The usual way was to fly to Heathrow 
Airport in London but I told my hus­
band 1 knew that airport would be 
shrouded in fog. He called and reserved 
a seat on the same Paris flight the young 
couple at the dinner party were taking. 
We hurried to the airport. I caught the 
plane and took a train to Brussels as I 
had planned.

It turned out to be true that fog 
shrouded Heathrow. Had I taken a 
plane there, I would have been delayed 
more than a day.

At the hospital I was informed that 
Peter had a serious concussion. I sat 
beside him constantly, believing with a 
deep inner knowing that Peter would 
have a remarkable healing, despite the 
doctor’s negative prognosis.

Within two months Peter left the 
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hospital and returned to his position as 
vice-president of the company for which 
he worked.

How could I receive this telepathic 
message even before the accident took 
place? I believe our love was strong 
enough to dispel distance. Surely we are 
all one in the Spirit. — Racine, Wis.

A GUARDIAN ANGEL?
By Ann Mersereau

A NUMBER of years ago, in the 
summer of 1968 to be exact, while 
I was living in Houston, a mysterious 

presence acted through me to save a 
small child from harm.

At the time 1 was working as a secre­
tary for NASA and living in a slightly 
run-down apartment complex. The 
superintendent, Jack, a young law stu­
dent, spent more time partying around 
the pool than maintaining the apart­
ments. But the reasonable rents dis­
couraged complaints.

Ann Mersereau

The two-story apartments surround­
ed the pool. Winding staircases with 
steel railings connected the first and 
second stories. I lived on the second 
floor. The railing on a staircase several 

doors down from me had come loose 
but still looked deceptively stable. 
Anyone who grabbed this railing for 
support would be hurled to the pave­
ment below.

Jack assured us he would see to its 
repair. But the days and weeks passed 
and the railing remained loose and dan­
gerous. Jack always had an excuse.

One Sunday morning I was sitting in 
the bedroom reading the paper. The 
curtains were drawn, the TV blared and 
the air conditioner hummed. Suddenly, 
without knowing why, I threw down the 
paper and ran out the front door. My 
feet barely touched the ground as I 
raced toward the children and the 
defective staircase.

“Don’t go down that railing!” I 
shouted to a little girl about seven or 
eight years old. I had never seen her 
before. She looked at me wide-eyed.

“How did you know I was just about 
to slide down?” she asked.

I could not answer that question. 
Why I had raced to that particular place 
at that particular moment was a mys­
tery.

On the pavement below, looking 
scared, stood a boy about the girl’s age. 
I shook the railing lightly to show the 
children the problem.

They were polite, nice children who 
thanked me and walked away — un­
harmed.

Newspapers are filled with stories of 
violence and sometimes it appears we 
live in a terrible, destructive world. Yet 
that day in Houston taught me that a 
protective, positive power does exist. 
What else could have acted through me 
to save that small child from harm? — 
Haverhill, Mass.
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ONE LAST GOOD-BYE
By Ada Cochran

IN MAY 1974, when my daughter 
Debby was 17 years old, she awoke 
one night, having had a nightmare, and 

asked me to come and sleep in her room 
with her. I did and after we had talked 
for a little while, she calmed down and 
went to sleep.

I too had fallen asleep when Debby 
woke me to say that Aunt Essie was just 
here.

“Debby,” I said, “you know very well 
that Aunt Essie is in the hospital. Now 
how could she have just been here?”

“Mom,” she replied calmly, “Aunt 
Essie just died. She came to say good­
bye. Then she left.”

Alarmed, I turned on the light. “Are 
you all right?” 1 asked.

“Yes. Mom, Aunt Essie was really 
here. She was in her blue nightgown. 
She said she wanted to say good-bye 
before she left. I told her 1 would wake 
you. But she said to let you sleep, that I 
could tell you she said good-bye.” 

Seeing that she was serious, 1 didn’t 
argue. The clock read a quarter till two 
in the morning. “Look what time it is,” I 
said. “We’d best get some sleep.”

I was awakened later by the ringing 
of the phone. My sister-in-law Linda 
Fugate was calling to tell me that Aunt 
Essie Cochran had died a few hours 
earlier.

Cold chills ran down my spine but I 
managed to inquire exactly what time

Ada Cochran
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Aunt Essie had passed away.

“It was about 25 minutes before 
two,” she answered.

1 remember checking the clock while 
talking with Debby. Aunt Essie had 
been dead for about 10 minutes then. 
She must have stopped off on her way 
to the beyond to say good-bye to her 
favorite niece — and to me.

Debby, who now lives in California 
and has a young daughter of her own, 
has never wavered in her insistence that 
she did indeed see and talk with Aunt 
Essie the night she died. — Waldorf 
Md.

A HAND FROM DAD
By Bernice Simpson

WE WERE having our first family 
dinner since the death of our 
father Frank Hightower whom we all 

loved dearly. Dinner was on the table 
and my two sisters Jeanette and Leota 
and my brother Ted and his wife Helen, 
my husband Walter and I, and our 
mother Dollie Hightower were all get­
ting seated. Our father’s empty chair 
was at the end of the table on the open 
side of the room.

First one and then another of us slid 
into place. Everyone avoided Dad’s 
chair, so 1 sat down in it. Suddenly I felt 
a hand on my shoulder and quickly I 
looked around. There was no one there. 
One of Dad’s ways of showing affection 
was to put his hand on your shoulder, 
so I had an odd feeling. It frightened me 
a little so I just slid over into the next 
seat.

Jeanette was last to come in and the 
only chair left was Dad’s. She sat down 
in it. Suddenly she jumped and looked 
around over her shoulder, just as I had 
done. Her eyes got big and she looked 

on the verge of crying. 1 passed her a 
dish and started talking with her about 
the lovely dinner and she recovered her 
poise.

After dinner she took me aside and 
said, “You know, I sat down in Dad’s 
chair and I was certain that I felt a hand 
on my shoulder, just the way Dad used 
to do.”

1 told her that I too had sat there and 
the same thing had happened to me. So, 
when I saw her jump, I knew she was 
having the same experience that I had 
had. She and I never mentioned it to the 
others but we both believe that our 
father was with us that day. Our family 
dinner was not without him. — Colton, 
Calif.________________

ALWAYS NEAR 
By Pauline Swenn

WE WERE living southeast of Vici, 
Okla., when my mother Velma 
Hewes died after a short illness on 

January 15, 1930. I was five years old 
and my brother Vernard was two.

George, Vernard’s father and my 
stepfather, could not care for us, so 
immediately after the funeral Vernard 
went to live with Aunt Edith, south of 
Arnett, and I went with Aunt Pearl and 
Uncle Del Powers to Gage, Okla. 
Vernard and I now lived 50 miles apart.

How frightened and insecure I was! 
Overnight I had lost my mother, my 
brother and my home and been engulfed 
by a new life.

Although Aunt Pearl and Uncle Del 
were kind to me, I had great difficulty 
adjusting. I grieved deeply and silently 
during the day and sobbed myself to 
sleep at night. I suffered desperately 
from homesickness, especially for 
Vernard, to the point that Aunt Pearl
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was concerned for my health.
Nighttime was the worst time of all. 

That had been my special undivided 
time with Mama for a bedtime story and 
a good-night kiss. Aunt Pearl did her 
best but she wasn’t Mama.

One night, as 1 lay in bed longing for 
Vemard to hug instead of the doll in my 
arms, I was overwhelmed by such 
intense grief and loneliness that it was 
beyond tears to ease. I wanted to die.

1 felt a slight movement of the bed 
and a featherlike touch on my face. I 
opened my tear-filled eyes to see 
Mamma sitting beside me, real as life. 
She was stroking my cheek.
“Mama,” I sobbed, “why did you 

leave me and Vemard?”
“I had to go, sweetheart,” she said. 

“I love you and Vemard very much. I’ll 
always be near both of you, so don’t cry 
anymore.”

She kissed me on the forehead. I 
reached up to hug her but she was gone.

I began healing from that moment. 
My childish mind somehow understood 
that she still lived and was watching over 
Vemard and me.—Woodward, Okla.

SPIRIT IN SPIKE HEELS
By Wayne Tyndall

ONE HAS TO meet a ghost person­
ally before he can really believe 
such things exist. Unfortunately, not all 

people are given this opportunity.
On a cold evening in mid-January 

1971 the ground of the Omaha Indian 
Reservation in northeast Nebraska was 
covered with snowdrifts from a recent 
winter storm and the temperature was 
far below zero. It was already dark by 
5:00 P.M. and council members and 
staff, except for me and three others, 
had already left for the day. I was serv­
ing as an elected member of the Omaha 
Tribal Council and held the office of 
secretary. Our seven-member govern­
ing body worked in the tribal office 
weekdays.

On that gloomy gray afternoon my 
friend Irene Wolf Spears, who worked 
there, wanted to use the tribal pickup 
truck to go shopping for groceries and 
to do her laundry. She asked me to 
accompany her to nearby Walthill. Her 
car, she said, wouldn’t start in the cold 
weather. Another council member, Vic­
tor Robinson, who lived in the rural 
area usually drove the pickup home 
after work.

That afternoon I asked him if we 
could use the truck that evening and he 
answered cheerfully, “Sure, it will be all 
right but Irene needs to drive my wife 
and me home first and come after us in 
the morning.”

I did some filing while Irene drove 
them home. It must have taken her 
about 20 minutes.

The community building in which we 
had our council offices is a multipur­
pose facility and includes a gymnasium 
which is entered through one of three 
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doors at the rear of a rather spacious 
hallway. At this time the middle door to 
the gym remained open but the hallway 
and gymnasium lights were off.

I had finished my task and stood at 
the counter in the lobby arranging some 
magazines, old newspapers and other 
outdated material I had placed there for 
tribal members to read while they 
waited to see the council. It had been 
about 15 minutes since Irene and the 
Robinsons had left. I suddenly heard 
the soft clicking of heels coming down 
the hallway from the gymnasium. Some 
dainty lady apparently was wearing 
small spike heels. The sound abruptly 
stopped before reaching the open door 
to the lobby. It became very still.

My first thought was that she was a 
spirit woman. Then I told myself the 
sound must come from the furnace.

As I resumed rearranging the mate­
rial, I got to wondering if 1 should step 
into the hall. I hesitated. Something 
told me not to do anything. Then I 
heard the heels walking away, back 
toward the gym. I did not go to the 
door.

I sighed and thought, “We have 
respected each other’s wishes. But if she 
was invisible, how do I know she did 
not come and stand by me?” Perhaps 
she feared I couldn’t cope with a con­
frontation.

In any event, I suddenly felt spent 
and decided to leave. I thought 1 had 
turned out the lights but after I had 
closed the door I could still see the light 
glowing beneath the door. I took out 
my keys and unlocked the door and 
reached in to flick off the lights. I did 
not look toward the gym where I was 

afraid she might be standing. I could 
still feel her presence which now seemed 
to be ominous.

I went down the steps to wait and 
Irene soon drove up, a smile on her face. 
As I got in, she asked, “Why are you 
standing out here in the cold?”

I said, “There’s a ghost walking 
around in there. She’s wearing spike 
heels. I wonder who has died.”

Irene did not answer. Then as an 
afterthought she said, “My, who’d be 
wearing spike heels on a cold winter 
evening like this?”

Sometime after this the council hired 
a night watchman, Wilson Lyons, also a 
member of our Omaha tribe. And one 
evening, when the days grew longer and 
I stayed late to catch up with my paper­
work, he came by my office and we 
visited awhile.

I said, “Wilson, have you ever heard 
anything strange around here after 
everyone goes home and you’re alone?”
“Hey, yeah, 1 hear a woman in high 

heels walking,” he replied. “She comes 
down the hallway and turns around and 
goes back.”

“Have you seen her?”
“No.”
1 didn4 tell him about my experience 

for fear it would frighten him. But it 
didn’t seem unusual to him that ghosts 
walked in the building and were seen by 
many more people since almost all tri­
bal funerals were held there.

Today this building, built less than 20 
years ago, stands empty and has been 
vandalized by juveniles in the commu­
nity. But many tribal members say they 
have seen and heard the ghosts who 
now have taken it over. — Macy, Nebr.



Doctors Witness...
HEALING BY PRAYER

Miracles like those described in the Bible 
still occur — and now they’re being scientifically documented.

By Christopher Bloom

Although followers of the 
world’s religions take for granted 
the healing power of faith and prayer, 

scientists and physicians have long been 
skeptical. While they acknowledge that 
the power of faith can speed up the 
body’s own healing capabilities, they do 
not call such healing “miraculous.” 
Nonetheless there is growing evidence 
that religion can generate a powerful 
healing force. Some of the cures 
wrought by this energy have been wit­
nessed by doctors themselves.

Dr. Rex Gardner is a consultant 
obstetrician and gynecologist at Sun­
derland District General Hospital in 
Great Britain. Before taking up his 
practice in England, he was a mission­
ary physician who ministered to the 
world’s poor. The chief lesson he 
learned during his field experience is 
that religion is no foe of science and 
medicine. He has even collected evi­
dence that the power of faith sometimes 
triumphs where science has failed.

Writing in the December 1983 issue 
of the British Medical Journal, Dr. 
Gardner related that he had personally 
witnessed miracles brought about by 
petitionary prayer. He also said he has 
been collecting similar reports from 

other physicians at home and abroad.
The incident that sparked Dr. Gard­

ner’s interest in unorthodox healing 
occurred in 1970. The captain of the 
Girl’s Brigade at Enon Baptist Church 
in Monkwearmouth, England, was 
plagued by the deterioration of a large 
varicose vein. The ulcer, which had 
troubled her for several years, refused 
to heal. Every morning she had to 
change the ulcer’s pus-soaked dressing. 
Her physician could do no more than 
urge her to give up her physical activi­
ties.

But she had another idea: she asked 
that healing prayers be said for her at 
her church’s next prayer meeting. A 
physician who examined the ulcer at the 
meeting cautioned her that the lesion 
would require skin grafting even if it did 
heal. Then the pastor of the church 
asked one of the women present to join 
him in prayer.

When the captain awoke the next 
morning, she found that the ulcer was 
dry. Healthy skin was covering it but 
one spot inexplicably continued to ex­
crete pus. A week later, after a brigade 
lieutenant called on the pastor to tell 
him she should have been included in 
the prayer group, the pastor and the 
young woman immediately visited the 
captain, prayed for her and laid hands 
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on her. The healing completed itself at 
that moment.

Stories such as this commonly appear 
in books on charismatic healing but Dr. 
Gardner feels this case deserves careful 
consideration.

“This story is so bizarre,” he writes, 
“that it would not have been included 
were I not one of the doctors who exam­
ined the patient's leg at the next monthly 
prayer meeting, and were not all the 
people who had been present available 
for interrogation.”

Dr. Gardner has collected several 
similar reports which he feels have no 
conventional explanations. Two of his 
cases concern victims of fatal diseases 
who should have died but who miracu­
lously recovered after petitionary pray­
ers were said for them.

The first of these was reported from 
Wales in January 1975, when a general 
practitioner trainee became ill with 
meningococcal septicemia with menin­
gitis — an infection of the membranes 
encasing the brain and spinal cord. The 
next day she was transported to a local 
hospital where she was diagnosed as 
having Waterhouse-Friderichsen syn­
drome, a malignant form of epidemic 
cerebrospinal meningitis. Every case of 
this disorder ever treated at the hospital 
had been terminal. But that evening 
religious groups in four Welsh cities 
prayed for a healing. The petitioners 
requested also that the sufferer be 
healed totally and wholly, with no 
residual difficulties.

An eyewitness later wrote Dr. Gard­
ner, “At that same time, 8:30 P.M., 
there was a sudden improvement in her 
condition, though it was four days 
before she regained consciousness. 
Physicians were unable to explain how 

her chest X-ray film, which had shown 
extensive left side pneumonia with col­
lapse of the middle lobe, could, 48 
hours later, show a normal clear chest.” 

But this wasnl the only miracle that 
resulted from the prayer meetings. The 
patient’s illness had caused a blind spot 
on the surface of her left eye, the result 
of an intraocular hemorrhage. The 
hospital ophthalmologist examined and 
even photographed the defect, suggest­
ing that permanent and irreversible 
blindness would result from the prob­
lem. The healing in this case was total. 
The eye was completely healed, to the 
surprise of the physicians who knew of 
no similar case of such healing in the 
ophthalmological literature. The hospi­
tal’s only response was to suggest that 
perhaps the original diagnosis had been 
mistaken. This was unlikely because 
four specialists had been asked to eval­
uate the case and they had all agreed on 
the cause and prognosis of the illness.

A similar healing miracle was re­
ported by two professors of medicine at 
the Royal Infirmary in Newcastle- 
Upon-Tyne, England, in 1977. The 
recipient of the healing was a young 
child. The boy had been bom healthy 
but was disabled by measles when he 
was eight months old. He never recov­
ered from the infection and continued 
to deteriorate over the next three 
months. He lost weight, his appetite left 
him and he developed breathing diffi­
culties. When he was finally admitted to 
the hospital, the physician there de­
scribed him as “a wasted, miserable lit­
tle scrap.”

A chest radiograph revealed a mas­
sive chest infection with an accumula­
tion of air within the folds around the 
right lung. The patient was immediately
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started on antibiotics but they did little 
good. The boy was finally diagnosed as 
suffering from advancing fibrosing 
alveolitis — a lung condition usually 
fatal in infants less than a year old. A 
biopsy confirmed the diagnosis and the 
patient's condition deteriorated pro­
gressively over the next six weeks. His 
mother was told that the case was hope­
less and the little boy was sent home to 
die.

Luckily, the boy’s general practi­
tioner was open to unorthodox forms 
of therapy, so he suggested that perhaps 
the sick infant should be taken to a 
Pentecostal healing service. After receiv­
ing the approval of the hospital’s doc­
tors, the suggestion was acted upon. 
The boy was taken to a fundamentalist 
service at nearby Heaton Pentecostal 
Church on February 26, 1978.

The meeting marked a turning point 
in the lad’s illness. Five days later it was 
clear that he was recovering. Two weeks 
later he was able to pull himself up to 
stand for the first time in four months, 
while tests undertaken at Royal Victo­
ria Infirmary tracked his steady recov­
ery. He never relapsed. Five years later 
his doctors were able to report that he 
was a “perfectly normal boy.”
yVHAT CAUSES these strange 
W healings? Miracles? Coincidence? 

Spontaneous remission? It is hard to 
tell. Cases such as those collected by Dr. 
Gardner invariably contain an element 
of uncertainty. For example, it is cer­
tainly true that advancing fibrosing 
alveolitis is usually fatal when it is con­
tracted at an early age. But it is not 
invariably so and remissions are known 
to occur. Conventional medicine simply 
doesn’t know enough about the body’s 

healing capabilities to differentiate a 
miracle from a simple anomaly of heal­
ing, so the skeptic can always maintain 
that such cases, while anomalous, can­
not be considered paranormal.

I noted earlier that reports of para­
normal cures often find their way into 
books on paranormal healing and char­
ismatic religion. Case histories some­
times wondrous healings can be read in 
such books as Sally Hammond’s He 
Are All Healers, David St. Clair’s Psy­
chic Healers, Father Ralph Di Orio’s A 
Healing to Proclaim or the late Kathryn 
Kuhlman’s famous / Believe in Mira­
cles. A number of similar books have 
been published over the last two 
decades. In fact, these books sometimes 
make it seem as if miraculous healings 
were occurring daily by the dozens.

Unfortunately many of these books 
fail to provide the reader with the neces­
sary technical information about the 
healings. This information tends to 
make for tedious reading but medicine 
is not a simple science. An enormous 
amount of information has to be evalu­
ated before a cure can be pronounced 
miraculous — the very information 
usually deleted by writers afraid of bor­
ing their readers.

Oddly, though, many cases that do 
find their way into the popular press are 
genuinely impressive — and become 
even more convincing once their tech­
nical backgrounds become known. Dr. 
Gardner learned this lesson when he 
received a form letter from a missionary 
organization in Pakistan.

As part of its religious message the 
letter included the story of a woman 
saved from certain death by Jesus. The 
crisis came during a caesarian, when the 
patient’s blook refused to clot. “This
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condition responds only to infusion of 
triple or quadruple strength plasma and 
fancy drugs in England,” the circular 
boldly proclaimed. It went on to say 
that faith and prayers were the only 
treatments available to the girl, along 
with “the two meager pints of blood 
donated by her brothers.” Clotting 
finally took hold when intercessionary 
prayers were said for her and she rapidly 
recovered.

Dr. Gardner, appalled by the letter’s 
naivete, even briefly considered the 
possibility that the story was a hoax. At 
the very least it seemed like a consider­
able exaggeration of what really oc­
curred during the surgery. He was also 
puzzled about the snide reference to the 
transfusion, since it is standard proce­
dure to use two pints of blood.

Despite these and other misgivings, 
Gardner decided to investigate the case. 
When he contacted the physician who 
performed the operation, she supplied 
him with the proper clinical informa­
tion on its history. Dr. Ruth Coggan 
turned out to be not only a capable 
doctor but also a devout Christian.

She wrote Gardner on July 26,1982, 
to say she had first seen the patient on 
May 13, when the woman was in her 
eighth month of pregnancy. The preg­
nant woman complained of continual 
but irregular bleeding and abdominal 
pain which had been bothering her for 
five months. She entered the hospital 
two days later, frightened by a particu­
larly heavy episode of bleeding. By this 
time her feet and abdomen were patho­
logically swollen, her blood pressure 
was elevated and the bleeding continued 
unabated. Dr. Coggan concluded that a 
caesarian was necessary. She told Dr. 
Gardner:

Unfortunately I was completely unable to 
locate any cerebrospinal fluid to put in a 
spinal anesthetic as I usually do, so I did the 
operation under local infiltration of one- 
percent lignocaine plus intravenous pethi­
dine, 100 mg altogether. A low transverse 
incision in the lower uterine segment went 
right through the placenta which was found 
to be extremely adherent to the lower uterine 
flap and was raggedly removed. Copious 
dark blood was released on entering the uter­
us. A 2-3 kg female child — who thrived. (I’m 
afraid I have no note about the absence or 
presence of retroplacental clot, but the 
placenta was pretty chewed up by the time I 
had incised it and removed the adherent 
bits.) Heavy blood loss at time of operation 
and profuse loss postoperatively — not clot­
ting. Deep pools of unclotted blood between 
Iiatient's thighs and pad — heavy and pro- 
onged trickling. Oxytocin was added to the 

dextrose saline drip, and then we prayed 
with the patient after explaining to her about 
Jesus in whose name we had prayed for her 
before the operation, and who was a great 
healer. 1 also told her that we were not going 
to worry. I had seen Jesus heal this condition 
before and was sure He was going to heal 
her.

We then managed to get two pints blood 
for her — brisk bleeding continued. First 
clot was seen 48 hours after operation. 
Heavy loss had continued till then but her 
general condition gave no cause for concern 
after the initial postoperative examination at 
two hours. We prayed again with her on the 
night of the operation and theh to thank 
Jesus for her healing when she went home 
with her baby on the 10th day.

Dr. Gardner believes that the patient 
probably lost more than her total blood 
volume during the crucial 48 hours 
before the clotting began. Therefore he 
shares Dr. Coggan’s opinion that the 
healing was probably miraculous. “The 
story which the normal techniques of 
historical scholarship would almost 
certainly have caused us to dismiss,” he 
writes, “have become impressive be­
cause we are in a position to question 
the person concerned.”
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SOMETIMES these miracles seem 
even to overcome death itself. Tobin 
Talbot and his wife served as Christian 

missionaries to the Mong people of 
Thailand in the 1960’s. Some years later 
they told Dr. Gardner a remarkable 
story to which they had been eyewit­
nesses. The first villager to convert had 
been a 50-year-old woman named Mrs. 
Ling whom the other villagers ostra­
cized for her commitment. They pub­
licly jeered at her and warned her of dire 
consequences. The threats took their 
toll and in the tradition of the hex death 
she became ill and her health rapidly 
deteriorated.

The villagers continued to jeer while 
the local missionaries recited petition­
ary prayers for her recovery. Mrs. Ling 
did in fact die — but she spontaneously 
revived 20 minutes later, whereupon 
she related a classic near-death expe­
rience. She claimed she had gone to the 
next world where she met Christ who 
sent her back to earth with several mes­
sages. She then called forth the villagers 
who had laughed at her and she told 
them secrets from their pasts. These 
secrets, she said, had been given her 
during her spiritual sojourn.

“So accurate and devastating were 
these,” Talbot wrote to Dr. Gardner, 
“that the village priest’s son fled, to 
return half an hour later and announce 
that he wished to become a Christian. 
He is now an elder of the village 
church.”

Transformed by her experience, the 
woman exhibited a sudden and uncanny 
knowledge of religious thought. She 
subsequently learned to read in an 
inexplicably short period of time, short­
er than the missionaries had ever seen 
before.

Dr. Gardner acknowledges that this 
case, fascinating though it is, was never 
properly documented. There is certainly 
no objective evidence that the villager 
really died but it is clear that Mrs. Ling 
must have been very ill. Both the villag­
ers and the missionaries thought she 
had died. In any case, her instantaneous 
recovery at least seems inexplicable. 
For this reason Dr. Gardner includes it 
in his short codex of properly docu­
mented religious miracles.

It could be argued, however, that 
recovery from severe illness, sponta­
neous remission and the return from 
death may represent little-understood, 
although perfectly normal, properties 
of the body’s healing capacities. T oday’s 
cities are filled with former hospital 
patients who were proclaimed incur­
able but who somehow survived their 
afflictions and ordeals.

In fact writers and clinicians inter­
ested in unorthodox healing like to 
focus on a different kind of case — the 
spontaneous healings of physical injur­
ies such as bone fractures or wounds. 
Such injuries heal in a predictable 
manner, so the physicians treating them 
should be in a perfect position to deter­
mine whether any unusual factors com­
plicated the process. Sure enough, Dr. 
Gardner has collected two instances in 
which paranormal forces served to ac­
celerate the healings.

One of these cases was reported to 
him by a group of Lutheran nuns resid­
ing in Darmstadt, Germany. The Evan­
gelical Sisters of Mary were building 
their mother house and chapel in 1951 
when the accident occurred. One of the 
nuns fell onto a freshly cemented floor, 
broke through it and fell on a wooden 
beam. She was rushed to the hospital 
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where X rays revealed a compound pel­
vic fracture. The other nuns held a 
prayer vigil for their stricken sister. 
Hospital officials told them that the 
injured sister would be in traction for 
several weeks, but to their extreme con­
sternation the other sisters took her 
home two days later so that they could 
heal her through prayer. She was ad­
ministered laying-on-of-hands as well, 
with spectacular results.

“The sister stood up from her bed,” 
one of the eyewitnesses told Dr. Gard­
ner. “She had not been able to move on 
her bed without excruciating pain and 
now she could actually stand on her 
feet. We looked at her and for some 
moments could hardly take our eyes 
from her. . . . Within two weeks the 
sister was completely healed and pre­
sented herself to the doctor. The story 
spread throughout the country like 
wildfire.”

Dr. Gardner collected corroborative 
statements, including eyewitness testi­
mony, from the other nuns of the order. 
He learned that the healing was com­
plete and that the fortunate sister 
walked without so much as a limp.

A similar case was collected by Dr. 
Gardner in 1976. The miraculous na­
ture of this healing speaks for itself:

In 1976 a group of four Christians, three 
expatriate missionaries and a national car­
penter, traveled to a remote part of Nepal to 
start a new leprosy clinic. While erecting a 
chimney stack, the missionary builder fell 
onto a metal pipe on the upper verandah and 
then rolled off and fell 10 feet onto a concrete 
parapet. The missionary doctor was with 
him. Mr. P had obviously hurt his left side 
and at first was thought to have fractured his 
ribs. His blood pressure fell, his pulse rose, 
his abdomen became rigid and silent, and it 
became obvious that he was suffering from 
intra-abdominal hemorrhage from a rup­

tured spleen. The party had just arrived, the 
medical supplies were not as yet unpacked 
and in any case did not contain surgical 
equipment. The doctor was able to give him 
morphine and set up a saline intravenous 
infusion.They sent a police message for help 
which never got through and there were no 
human resources left.

After two hours the patient asked for 
prayer and anointing with oil. The four 
Christians gathered round. They read the 
Biblical injunction together. “Is any sick 
among you? Let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anoint­
ing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up." Cooking oil was 
employed for anointing. Though the drip 
soon stopped, his pulse and blood pressure 
rapidly improved.

The worker’s condition rapidly im­
proved and soon his body was function­
ing normally although inexplicably. 
Today he is still working as a builder in 
Nepal.

In conclusion, what can we make of 
these seven purportedly miraculous 
healings? Dr. Gardner emphasizes that 
these represent nothing new. A scholar 
as well as a physician, he presented 
these cases in 1983 alongside similar 
stories extracted from the writings of 
the Venerable Bede (A.D. 673-735), the 
great English historian and theologian. 
The miracle of healing is not a legend 
left over from biblical days but a force 
that has existed throughout the history 
of religious belief. As a devout Chris­
tian, Dr. Gardner believes that these 
healings point to the existence of spiri­
tual forces in the universe. Secular stu­
dents of the paranormal will perhaps 
challenge this view, seeing in these cases 
evidence that faith and prayer can serve 
as a trigger to unleash psychokinetic 
power.

It does not matter which of these two
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explanations is the correct one. What tion. Both science and religion should 
does matter is that the existence of the be working to harness this power for the 
healing force no longer seems in ques- benefit of mankind.

PIED PIPER STILL HAUNTS HAMELIN
By W. Ritchie Benedict

Humburg, director of the HamelinTYLER MARSHALL, writing for a
German news service, has found a 

factual basis for the famous tale about 
the piper who lured all the children out 
of Hamelin. According to ancient 
church records, the incident may have 
occurred on June 26, a date that has 
come to be accepted to the extent that 
Hamelin observai the 700th anniversary 
in 1984 with exhibitions, festivals and 
publications on the theme of the Pied 
Piper. That day an estimated 100,000 
people converged on the town for the 
celebration.

The town’s archives have always 
lacked material pertinent to the story of 
the Pied Piper and historians think this 
may reflect attempts to conceal the 
incident. In the 13th Century Hamelin 
was a farm town of perhaps 2000 people 
and the loss of the children was an 
emotional and economic trauma and an 
embarrassment town officials may have 
wanted to conceal from outsiders.

The oldest written account of the 
event is found not in Hamelin but in 
Lueneberg 100 miles to the northeast. 
Written by Catholic monks about 1650, 
the document says that“. . . a hand­
some young man of 30, dressed in 
colorful clothing . . . began to play 
on a silver flute and all the children 
who heard it—about 130—followed 
him out the East Gate. There they 
disappeared . . . .” The monks re­
ferred specifically to the year 1284 but 
give as a source only “an old book.” 
Brief references in Hamelin’s archives 
to “the year of the children’s de­
parture” appear to support the date.

Town records of the 16th Century 
cite the restoration of a glass mural 
which depicted the incident. Apparently 
dating from the early 1300’s, the mural 
was housed in a local church. The mural 
itself has been destroyed but Norbert 

Museum, believes that a still-legible 
message carved into the facade of a 
Hamelin building about 300 years ago 
may have been copied from an inscrip­
tion on the mural. The message mourns 
the loss of 130 children who followed 
a piper from the town on June 26,1284.

For many years the departure of 
Hamelin’s youth was linked to the Chil­
dren’s Crusade. But that took place in 
1212 and most of the 50,000 French and 
German youngsters who took pan in 
the ill-fated effort to help free the Holy 
Land from Moslem occupation came 
from an area far south of Hamelin.

Two German academics, Heinrich 
Spanuth and Wolfgang Wann, after 
extensively researching the tale, believe 
that the Piper was probably the agent 
of a Catholic bishop named Bruno who 
was seeking young people to colonize 
sparsely populated regions of eastern 
Europe. Bruno came from a town near 
Hamelin and church records show that 
he actively recruited colonists from the 
area in the 1280’s. Spanuth and Wann 
theorize that it was not small children 
but teenagers and young adults who 
were lured away with promises of a 
better life.

“Today this is the most plausible 
explanation for what happened,” says 
museum director Humburg, adding that 
the tale of the Pied Piper as it is known 
today stems from the 156O’s when an 
inventive Alsatian storyteller identified 
the young man as a vagabond rat 
catcher taking vengeance on the miserly 
city fathers who had refused to pay him 
for ridding the town of rats. The story 
caught on and over the centuries the 
Piper has been variously portrayed in 
book and paintings as an evil disheveled 
migrant and calculating schemer—and 
as a gallant defender of justice.



MY PET GHOST
I heard the screeching and clanking of 

chains. Icy fingers ran down my face. My friend had come ....
By Maria Narishkin Dembicki

I FIRST encountered the ghost that 
was to become my “pet” shortly after 
my parents Vadim and Elizabeth Na­

rishkin, my brothers Vadim, Jr., and 
Theodore and 1 moved into a 300-year- 
old house in Old Headington, an an­
cient suburb of Oxford, in early autumn 
of 1931. We had been living deep in the 
country, in an area called Shotover Hill 
once occupied by a Roman legion as so 
much of that part of England was.

A wealthy philanthropic family 
named Spaulding sponsored us after we 
escaped from Russia in 1921. They 
owned a large tract of land on Shotover 
Hill and had built themselves a mansion 
with gardens and terraces, a house for 
their chauffeur and a little house for us, 
all on the same driveway.

The Spauldings had two almost- 
grown daughters who attended Head­
ington Senior School for Ladies. When 
my mother was able to find a sponsor to 
pay for my schooling, I was sent to 
Headington Junior School, the Spauld­
ings providing transportation for me 
with their daughters in their limousine.

On the day we moved to Old Head­
ington, I was taken to school by limou­
sine as usual but did not have to wait for 
a ride home. My school was on the main 
London to Oxford road with regular 
bus service. All I had to do was get on a 
bus, ride three stops to High Street, 
then walk about a quarter of a mile 

down High Street to the Church Street 
intersection. I had no trouble recogniz­
ing our house from the description 
Mother had given me. There were box 
trees on either side of the front door 
behind a little brick wall with a spiked 
wrought-iron fence atop it and a 
wrought-iron gate.

Just as I was about to turn the door­
knob, the door opened and my mother 
stood in the doorway smiling. She drew 
me into the house and showed me the 
dining room and sitting room; then we 
went up the stairs. At the top she turned 
sharply to the right and led me to my 
room, saying, “This is your room.”

I followed Mother into the room and 
tossed my hat, blazer and satchel onto 
my bed. Slowly I looked around the 
room. It had a fireplace in the wall 
opposite my bed. A table and chair 
stood near the window, my dressing 
table was beside my bed with a lamp on 
it and a bookshelf was next to the fire­
place. My window faced the street and I 
realized that my room was directly over 
the dining room.

“Pick up your things,” Mother said. 
“You can leave your books on the table 
where you will do your homework. You 
will hang your clothes in this closet,” 
she said, going to the darkest corner of 
the room and opening a door. I recoiled 
as a blast of icy air and the smell of 
death enveloped me. Mother’s back was 
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toward me so she did not notice that I 
was swaying as if about to faint. She 
reached inside the closet and pulled a 
long string to light a bare dim bulb 
hanging from the ceiling. The light 
swung back and forth, casting strange 
shadows. Watching the light made me 
dizzy and I almost fell down.

“You will hang your things in here,” 
Mother said and when I didnY answer, 
she asked, “What is the matter with 
you?”

“I hate it! It stinks — just like a dead 
mouse and it’s cold and damp. I won’t 
go in there,” I answered, shaking with 
fear.

“Ach! What nonsense! How do you 
know what a dead mouse smells like?” 
Mother asked.

“I’ve smelled it lots of times before in 
the other house,” I insisted.

“Come, 111 show you the bathroom 
and the boys’ room,” she said, ignoring 
my last remark.

The moment I stepped into the boys’ 
large, bright, airy room, I exclaimed, “I 
want this room. It is so much prettier 
than mine and I can see the garden and 
the trees from the window. AU I can see 
out of my window is the ugly street.” I 
ran to the boys’ closet and opened the 
door. It was warm and dry and did not 
smell. “Please, Mama, let me have this 
room. I hate mine!” I begged.

“You сапЧ have this room. It is twice 
as big as yours and yours would be too 
small for two boys to share. Besides, 
everything is settled and you are not 
going to disrupt anything. ” So, like it or 
not, I was stuck in a room where I knew 
that something dreadful had happened.

• • •

ON THE night of the first fuU moon 
after we moved in, I was awakened
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by hair-raising screeching, moaning and 
chain-clanking outside my window. I 
lay petrified with fear until the horrible 
sounds began to fade. Then I became 
aware of another, more terrifying 
sound. Somebody was forcing open the 
dining room window. Stealthy foot­
steps sounded on the stairs, creeping 
toward my bedroom door. Simulta­
neously, my closet door burst open and 
I heard a stifled sobbing and uneven 
footsteps approaching my bed. The 
footsteps sounded like those of a cripple 
— one heavy thud followed by a shuf­
fling sound.

The “thing” came right to my bed and 
sat down, emitting a choking-gurgling 
sound, and icy fingers touched my face.

73
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1 shrieked in terror and fumbled to turn 
on my bedside light. Immediately the 
footsteps outside my door hurried back 
down the stairs and I heard the dining 
room window close. I looked around 
my room. Not only was my closet door 
wide open and my bedroom door ajar 
but there was an imprint where a body 
had sat on the bed beside me. Yet I was 
alone in the room until my parents 
rushed in to see what had frightened me 
so. I sat shaking, unable to speak, and 
pointed to the open closet door and the 
imprint of the body on my bed. Neither 
of them could see the imprint and my 
father tried to convince me that nothing 
out of the ordinary had happened. He 
explained that the screeching was a 
sound cats make during mating season 
and the closet door had opened because 
the foundation of the old house had 
settled unevenly so that doors could 
pop open by themselves.

By that time I had more or less com­
posed myself and asked why I had 
heard the dining room window opening 
and the footsteps creeping up the stairs. 
Father went downstairs to investigate 
but found everything just as he had left 
it before retiring. My mother blamed 
the whole incident on my insatiable 
appetite for ghost stories and forbade 
me to read any more of them.

Clearly my parents attributed my 
story to an overactive imagination. Al­
though the ghostly manifestations con­
tinued every night when the moon was 
full, no one took me seriously. I soon 
got tired of being ridiculed and humil­
iated by my mother and my brothers 
and all the paying guests who occupied 
the top floor of our house. I stopped 
talking about the noises and muffled 
my frightened cries in the night. By and 

by 1 realized that the entity, whatever it 
was, did not harm me and I became 
quite used to the full moon occurrences.

To show me that he cared and half­
believed me, my father made some 
inquiries in the village. He learned 
about a clever burglar who had terror­
ized the neighborhood from time to 
time. He was so clever that nobody ever 
saw him — just heard a window being 
raised and quiet footsteps in the house 
— he was so swift that nobody could 
catch him. No matter which house he 
broke into, nothing of any great value 
was ever reported missing — except 
once when some silverware allegedly 
had disappeared from the house we 
lived in. The man was believed to wrap 
rags around his boots or to work in his 
stockinged feet and he became known 
as “Flannel Foot.” I saw no relationship 
between this story and the incidents 
that continued in my room.

• • •
BY THE time 1 was 14 in the mid- 

1930’s, 1 was no longer afraid and 
had begun to think of the entity as “my 

pet ghost.” In fact, we had become 
friends. I sensed that she was a young 
girl, hardly older than I, who had died 
violently, ending an unhappy life, and 
her spirit remained earthbound, seek­
ing consolation.

During the summer months my 
mother took in au pair girls. The first of 
these, whom I’ll call Minna, came from 
Estonia. My mother put a second bed in 
my room (having told me that it was too 
small for two beds) and now explained 
that it would be good for me to share 
my room with a foreign girl.

The second bed was quite close to the 
closet door but even so Minna put her 
chair with her clothes on it even closer. I
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did not tell Minna about my pet ghost 
because I didn’t know how she would 
react, so on the night of the first full 
moon I purposely stayed awake waiting 
for the closet door to open.

Minna had been asleep about an 
hour when the usual screeching and 
other sounds started but she did not 
seem to be aware of anything until the 
closet door burst open, sending her 
chair flying with a crash. She screamed 
and sat up in bed. 1 flipped on the light 
and couldn4 help laughing. Poor Min­
na’s face was drained of color, her frizzy 
hair seemed to stand straight up and she 
was shaking.

I apologized for laughing and quickly 
assured her that the ghost was com­
pletely harmless. Minna, in turn, told 
me she was none too sure of that 
because, as the door burst open, she was 
hit by a blast of icy air and she felt icy 
hands on her face.

I explained that the ghost did not 
expect to find another person in “our” 
room and that she was just trying to 
reach my bed but the chair was in the 
way. I suggested that in the future 
Minna should set the chair farther from 
the closet door. Minna complied and 
we never had any more trouble — 
although she was always a trifle nervous 
when the closet door opened of its own 
accord.

By the time I turned 16,1 had become 
really fond of my pet ghost and I 
decided I was mature enough to make 
my own inquiries about the history of 
our house. I decided to speak to the 
oldest person whom I knew and trusted 
in the village. I went to the proprietor of 
the little general store on the comer of 
Church and High Streets opposite our 
house. He told me this story:

Long ago a rich man had built three 
houses on an ancient Roman grave­
yard. He and his bride occupied the 
house in the middle which had little box 
trees on either side of the front door. 
Beautiful gardens were laid out behind 
the house where some of the Roman 
gravestones and gargoyles were used as 
decoration. The man’s wife died giving 
birth to a grotesquely deformed girl 
child. The child was so ugly that the 
neighbors said it was his punishment 
for desecrating an old graveyard.

Broken-hearted at the death of his 
wife, the man spent most of his time 
traveling, providing enough money for 
servants to take care of the child. Physi­
cally she was deformed but she was said 
to have been mentally bright and nor­
mal. When the father decided the girl 
was old enough to be married, he 
offered a handsome dowry to the first 
man who would take her off his hands. 
A handsome scoundrel came forward. 
A betrothal was arranged and money 
changed hands before the father left 
again on one of his mysterious voyages.

One night when all the servants were 
asleep, the scoundrel broke into the 
house by forcing open the dining room 
window. He crept up the stairs to the 
girl’s (my) room, strangled her and 
hanged her in the closet, making off 
with money and valuables and leaving 
the house by the same window, never to 
be seen again. Ever since then, at full 
moon the girl’s tortured spirit came out 
of the closet and sat on the bed weeping. 
And that, Mr. Wheeler concluded, is 
how the legend of “Flannel Foot” 
began.

I felt so sorry for the poor girl that I 
tried to communicate with her the next 
time she visited me. I asked if she would
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like me to pray for her. She answered 
the only way she could, by gripping my 
hand tightly. Every night for a month I 
prayed for the release of her soul.

At the next full moon, the closet door 
opened as usual but instead of the chok­
ing and sobbing and the heavy limping, 
she skipped lightly and merrily around 
the room, humming a little tune. She 
lay down beside me as usual and put her 

arms around me. With a contented sigh 
we both fell asleep. The next morning 1 
saw the imprint of her body which had 
lain next to mine.

Never again did 1 hear the strange 
sounds either outside or inside the 
house, nor did my closet door ever burst 
open again. My prayers were answered. 
My pet ghost was released from her 
300-year ordeal, a free and happy spirit.

rjuf

THE SINKING OF THE PENTAGON
PEOPLE HAVE been saying for 

years that the Pentagon is top- 
heavy with military brass and weighted 

down by red tape. But critics may not 
have known that the place is sinking 
—literally. One of the world’s largest 
office buildings is slowly slumping into 
the swampy bank of the Potomac 
River, not from bureaucratic weight 
but because of its faulty foundation.

The problem dates back to the crash 
building program during World War II 
when the 3.8-million-square-foot struc­
ture was designed during a single week­
end and constructed in just 16 months. 
To shore up the swampy site, contrac­
tors brought in 680,000 tons of dirt 
from the Potomac River floodplain. 
The fill turned out to be too wet.

Although the building is supported 
on piles driven deep into the subsoil, 
the concrete floor was laid directly on 
the ground. Over the years the weight 
of 25,000 stomping employees squeez­
ed water from the soil, which receded 
below the floor. In the Officers’ Athletic 

Club, the floor dips as low as 12 inches 
in some places. The lockers are the 
same height but stand in an uneven 
pattern. Basement corridors in the 
north and east wings of the labyrin­
thine complex have sunk an average of 
four inches, sometimes leaving long 
cracks.

“It’s not something you can stand 
and watch but with vibrations and 
temperature changes, it’s gradually 
doing its thing,” said Ken Craddock of 
the General Services Administration. 
“Over the years it will continue to 
slump, a little at a time.”

GSA, which maintains the building 
for the Defense Department, first 
detected the problem in the 1970’s and 
has been leveling off floors ever since, 
pumping in mud and concrete to fill 
cavities by methods known as mud­
jacking and grouting.

“As the fill slumps, the concrete 
slumps with it,” said Craddock but he 
stressed that the Pentagon’s structure 
remains intact.



THE OLD HAG RIDES
A horrifying apparition is attacking people 

in the night — and many victims don’t live to tell the tale.
By J. Finley Hurley

I WAS convinced that I would die 
within seconds if I didn’t manage to 
move — however slightly — to break 

the paralysis that gripped me. Instantly 
awakened from a deep sleep, I couldn't 
move or cry out as I felt something 
drawing the breath and life from my 
chest. I succeeded, after moments of 
intense and silent struggle, in opening 
my eyes and breaking the paralysis. 
And as my eyes opened, 1 thought I saw 
a black cloud swiftly recede from my 
bed.

I didn’t have a name then for what 
happened that night but it occurred to 
me that some of the vampires of folk­
lore (not Hollywood) could have had 
their origins in similar experiences. 
During *he struggle, at least, I had no 
doubt that something malignant, mur­
derous and not of this world had come 
calling.

That encounter, which took place 
many years ago, was fortunately my 
only one. Yet such nocturnal visitors 
are fairly common. Chances are that 
one out of every four or five who read 
this has entertained one. Sometimes 
these experiences are dismissed as 
attacks of simple “night paralysis," 
whatever that is, but we have evidence 
that something more unsettling may be 
going on.

A popular anthropological theory 
states that a society’s perception of the 
world is shaped by its beliefs and that in 
some instances they create what is seen 
or experienced. Because ghosts in Chi­
nese folklore, for example, are custom­
arily malevolent monsters, this theory 
tells us that when a Chinese actually 
sees a ghost, he should report seeing one 
of the horrid entities prescribed by his 
culture.

He doesnT. Charles Emmons, author 
of Chinese Ghosts and ESP (1982), 
conducted a survey among Chinese res­
idents of Hong Kong in 1981 and discov­
ered that when they actually see ghosts, 
they report experiences similar to those 
of Westerners. But he uncovered one 
particular ghostly phenomenon, which 
he thought might be uniquely Chinese, 
called bei guai chaak, “being pressed by 
a ghost.”The phenomenon is illustrated 
by the strange experience of a 29-year- 
old woman as she lay in bed at 3:00 
AM.

“All of a sudden,” she related, “I felt a 
heavy weight on me. I couldn’t move.” 
She opened her eyes and saw a blurry, 
gray figure with long hair standing next 
to her bed; it was facing her but its 
features were indistinct. Frightened, she 
closed her eyes and after a minute or 
two felt the weight leave her. “I opened
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my eyes,” she said, “and didnH see 
anybody.”

The Chinese don4 have to be in 
China to have such visitors. In 1961 a 
Chinese woman, then about 30 years 
old, traveled to Holland with her 
brother and sister-in-law. After locking 
the door of her hotel room, she went to 
bed. In the middle of the night, awak­
ened by a cold chill, she opened her eyes 
to see a Westerner in his 50’s with gray 
hair and wearing a gray suit. “He stared 
at me and said nothing,” she recalled. 
“He looked very sad. I have no idea who 
he could have been. 1 couldn’t move or 
yell. . . . Then he disappeared all of a 
sudden, with no fade-out.” What she 
saw could have been classed as “simply” 
an (appropriately Western) apparition, 
although one of unusually long dura­
tion, except for the paralysis character­
istic of bei guai chaak.

* » »

EMMONS searched for parallel 
instances reported by Westerners 
and discovered several but he couldn4 

have known in 1981 how common they 
are in the West. That was being deter­
mined, at about the same time, by 
David J. Hufford in Newfoundland. 
Like Emmons, Hufford, a behavioral 
scientist and folklorist, wanted to find 
out to what extent a society’s folklore 
molds experience; the particular aspect 
of the local folklore he chose to study is 
called the “Old Hag” (also the “Hags,” 
“Hag Rogue,”“Hag Rid”or some other 
corruption of “to ride”).

He began his study with the supposi­
tion that, because the Old Hag is a part 
of Newfoundland’s folklore, the New­
foundlanders — who are mostly of Brit­
ish extraction — would be likely to 
report corresponding experiences. He 

regarded the Old Hag as an ideal bit of 
folklore for his purposes because he 
thought it was confined to Newfound­
land and consequently shouldn’t be 
reported as an actual experience by 
people elsewhere. He couldn’t have 
known then that on the other side of the 
world it was called bei guai chaak.

Hufford found that about 23 percent 
of the people surveyed in Newfound­
land have had the Old Hag experience. 
He also found that it was reported, 
although not by that name, by New­
foundlanders who swore they had never 
heard of the Old Hag or anything like it. 
But perhaps they had only unconscious­
ly forgotten having heard of it and the 
knowledge still percolated in their un­
conscious minds. The theory of the Old 
Hag’s cultural determination, however, 
was further shaken when Hufford found 
that a student from the United States 
had suffered an Old Hag attack and she 
was certain she had never heard of it 
before — which suggested that the 
experience, at any rate, isn’t restricted 
to Newfoundlanders.

When Hufford returned to the Unit­
ed States, he was surprised to learn that 
the experience is quite as commonplace 
here as it is in Newfoundland, despite 
the absence of an Old Hag tradition in 
this country. (So much for cultural 
determinism in ghostly matters, 
which was wrecked simultaneously on 
both sides of the world.) Hufford wrote 
in The Terror That Comes in the Night 
(published in 1982 by the University of 
Pennsylvania Press), “Among the most 
surprising aspects of the Old Hag is the 
frequency with which the experience 
seems to occur.... The question repeat­
edly arises as to how something so 
common can be so unknown.” His 
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work shows that a phenomenon needs a 
name to be recognized, which hints that 
the world may be full of wonders we 
never hear of merely because they lack a 
pigeonhole.

Although the Old Hag has been large­
ly forgotten in the West, it was once well 
known and was the experience to which 
the word “nightmare” originally re­
ferred. In Old English it is nicht тага 
(тага means “crusher”), with similar 
forms occurring in other Germanic lan­
guages. And in classical times we had 
the Latin inuus (“one who sits on”) and 
the Greek nigalion (“throttler”). In the 
late 17th Century “nightmare” began to 
be used as a label for bad dreams in 
general and its specific meaning was 
lost. Yet bad dreams are of all kinds and 
intensities and the original nightmare
— which may not be a dream at all — is 
as distinctive as it is horrifying.

Its primary and most definitive fea­
tures, Hufford found, are the victim’s 
feelings of wakefulness, fear and paral­
ysis. If the victim opens his eyes (which 
may escape paralysis), he will see his 
room as it actually is. Nearly all whom 
the Old Hag rides report these features 
and most will add one or more of the 
following secondary features: a feeling 
of a presence, a feeling of pressure, usu­
ally on the chest, and a fear of death. It 
is also common to hear footsteps 
approaching the bed. And apparitions
— which may not be human — aren’t 
unusual.

Hufford concluded that in both New­
foundland and the United States about 
one in every five persons has been rid­
den by the Old Hag. Most are victim­
ized only once but a few suffer a rash of 
attacks; others suffer attacks at long 
intervals. He observed no relationship 

between experiencing an Old Hag 
attack and having physical or mental 
problems.

SINCE ANCIENT days the Old Hag 
has ridden throughout the world 
and across races and cultures. It is 

clearly a phenomenon in its own right 
and not a product of a belief system. 
What, then, is its cause? Some favor a 
physiological explanation, preferring to 
seek it in, say, indigestion — a bit of 
cheese, perhaps — and ignore the tradi­
tional assertion that hagging is a super­
natural assault. Hufford, who doesn’t 
scoff at the traditional explanation, is 
mildly amused by those who so readily 
reject the evidence for it and he remarks 
wryly, “ ‘traditions of disbelief make up 
a serious and researchable topic.”

He cites a Kentucky case for which a 
physiological explanation seems unlike­
ly. Three women in their early 20’s lived 
together in a house in a rural area. Two 
had graduated from Western Kentucky 
University and the third had completed 
two years of college. They were ordi­
nary, reasonably well-educated young 
women — but their house wasn't ordi­
nary. It was haunted.

The women endured the usual phe­
nomena associated with hauntings: 
apparitions, footsteps, bangs and 
crashes, unaccountable lights and so 
on. But unlike the average haunting, 
this one was severe and the “force” or 
“entity” behind it was evil, vicious and 
bent on murder. The house simply 
couldn't be lived in and after a series of 
horrifying events the women were com­
pelled to leave it. Among these events 
were hagging attacks, as many as 15 in a 
four-month period.

All three women — and one male 
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visitor — suffered the Old Hag. Huf­
ford notes that this is an enormous 
number of attacks. “By themselves,” he 
writes, “these attacks suggest an envi­
ronmental variable capable of greatly 
increasing the likelihood of Old Hag 
attacks.” Here he verges on suggesting 
that there may indeed be something 
otherworldly about the Old Hag, at 
least in some instances. An “environ­
mental variable" is after all an external 
agent. And that agent's fondness for 
haunted houses signifies that it may 
have more to do with ancient beliefs 
than with architecture.

Since Hufford’s work we know there 
is such a thing as the Old Hag, whatever 
it is, and can now spot it where before 
we were blind. Colin Wilson, for exam­
ple, unknowingly reported the follow­
ing instance in his Poltergeist! (1982).

Mrs. Billingham’s mother, who was 
baby-sitting at the haunted Billingham 
home near Leicester, England, said she 
went to bed about 11:00 P.M. and fell 
asleep. “However, I was roughly awak­
ened, "she said, “feeling that my life was 
being choked out of my body. Although 
I couldn’t see anyone in the darkness, I 
suffered the terrible sensation of being 
strangled and could actually feel some­
one — something — exerting a vicelike 
grip around my throat.... I was fully 
awake but unable to scream.”

Victims of these terrifying experi­
ences often feel they will soon die if they 
don’t succeed in moving or otherwise 
breaking the spell. But is the Old Hag a 
genuine threat to life?

The women in Kentucky thought so, 
although they didn’t associate the threat 
particularly with hagging. A more direct 
relationship emerges in another case 
reported by Hufford.

A well educated businesswoman, 
Jane, often took care of Ann, her niece. 
The trouble began when Ann was about 
five years old and suffering from 
asthma. This house too was haunted 
and as Jane baby-sat, she often heard 
footsteps on the hardwood floors and in 
an open stairwell. “You would hear the 
footsteps, look at the steps and actually 
see the steps move!” she said. Doors 
opened and closed by themselves and a 
rocking chair rocked of its own accord, 
“that sort of thing.” When the noises 
were heard “it was always ‘Go check 
Ann’s room.’ ”

One night while Jane was downstairs 
she heard the footsteps tramping up the 
stairs and down the hall toward Ann’s 
room. She rushed to the room and 
found Ann staring straight ahead, terri­
fied and breathing with difficulty. When 
she shook Ann the paralysis was broken 
and Ann reached for her asthma medi­
cine. The family finally moved and 
Ann’s nocturnal attacks ceased. In this 
case the footsteps so often heard by vic­
tims of the Old Hag were also heard by 
others — another circumstance putting 
into doubt the notion that it is all a 
dream. And again we see an “external 
agent” clearly implicated in hagging 
attacks, and attacks that were physi­
cally dangerous.

Nevertheless Ann sustained no per­
manent injury and any emotional jolt 
could have brought on an asthma 
attack. Is the Old Hag, like the polter­
geist, all bark and no bite — or can it 
kill? Since we hear about attacks only 
from those who survive them, that 
question is hard to answer.

Certainly the terror these attacks 
inspire could bring on heart failure. A 
third of all people who die a “natural” 
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death in the United States die by sudden 
death — a rapid, unexpected death 
occurring in seemingly healthy people 
— most of heart failure. And since 
many investigators have shown that 
terror can kill, we have reason to sup­
pose that some of these sudden deaths 
are the result of hagging. Dying in one’s 
“sleep” isn4 necessarily easy.

Are infants also capable of being 
frightened to death? Could the terror of 
the Old Hag be so primeval that it could 
also kill an infant, through psychologi­
cal shock if nothing else? Infants can't 
tell us, of course, but like the footsteps 
Jane heard, sometimes others witness 
events that raise legitimate suspicions, 
as in the following grim report:

In May 1955 Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Pell moved into what they soon discov­
ered was a haunted house in Birming­
ham, England. They had five children, 
including an infant daughter. One night, 
as the baby was sleeping between her 
parents, she died mysteriously. Later, 
when the grief-stricken mother told her 
four-year-old son Sammy that his baby 
sister had gone away, Sammy asked, 
“Did the little doggie go with her?”

“What little doggie?” his mother 
asked.

He replied, “The little doggie that 
was sitting on her chest the night she 
went away.”*

Was this an instance of a lethal Old 
Hag? We cannot know. But we do know 
that not all the apparitions associated 
with it are human or humanoid. And, as 
we shall see, deaths that could be 
attributed to the Old Hag may be with­
out any known physical cause.

•A full account of this tragic haunting case appears in T. 
Altgilber’s "The House That Kills.-January 1957 FATE.

WE CAN only speculate about Old 
Hag fatalities but many cases are 
suggestive. If the Old Hag kills, the 

deaths could be appropriately called 
nightmare deaths.

The “Oriental nightmare death syn­
drome” has been killing Southeast 
Asians in the United States in recent 
decades. Death generally follows a quiet 
evening and most of the victims are 
seemingly healthy men in their 20’s and 
30’s. The victim goes to bed only to 
scream during the night, groan and die, 
usually in a matter of minutes, before 
anything can be done.

As long ago as 1951 Alvin Majoska, 
Honolulu pathologist, conducted exten­
sive postmortems on 85 Filipino men 
who died in this way. No cause of death 
could be found, not even heart failure. 
And Southeast Asians aren’t the only 
victims; Irma West of the California 
State Health Department reported a 
number of cases among itinerant Mexi­
can farm workers in her state. The 
recent outbreak of such deaths in the 
continental United States has become 
the focus of an investigation by the Cen­
ter for Disease Control in Atlanta — 
with no progress.

According to tradition, the Old Hag 
is a supernatural being. Although the 
existence of nonphysical beings is ridi­
culed by old-guard materialistic fun­
damentalists, that possibility has been 
endorsed by some scientists, including 
Nobel laureates such as Charles Richet, 
who examined the evidence. Tradition 
also holds that a person can summon 
the Old Hag to attack an enemy. A 
related explanation ascribes hagging to 
a human being who carries out an 
attack while traveling in his astral body. 
In either case sorcerers are the villains.
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Some Newfoundlanders think a sor­

cerer can send the Old Hag by such 
tried-and-true methods as chanting the 
Lord’s Prayer backwards, sticking a 
knife in a sideboard and calling out 
periodically throughout the night, 
“Hag, good Hag!” — a commission the 
Old Hag honors. But the Newfound­
landers didn’t originate the association 
between sorcery and the Old Hag; it’s a 
part of an ancient tradition in Europe 
and elsewhere. Filipinos, for example, 
call the nightmare deaths bangungut 
(Tagalog for “nightmare”) and many 
attribute them to the operation of sor­
cery. Perhaps some of their sorcerers 
immigrated with them.

We have seen that, as tradition says, 
there may be a paranormal element to 
the Old Hag. And anthropologists have 
occasionally provided evidence that its 
link with sorcery may not be entirely 
imaginary either. In The Forest People 
(1961) Colin Turnbull, who studied the 
pygmies of Africa, told of three pygmy 
hunters who struck a bargain with a 
Negro from a baNgwana village of Dar 
es Salaam to trade some meat for a sack 
of rice. The pygmies took the rice but 
neglected to deliver the meat.

After several failures to collect the 
debt, the Negro was understandably 
annoyed and, being a sorcerer, cast a 
death spell on all three. Aberi was the 
first of the three to succumb. Turnbull 
said that Aberi went to sleep, “but later, 
quite suddenly and without warning, he 
had awakened with a start, struggling 

violently as though trying to get up.” He 
cried out and fell back dead. The other 
two hunters soon perished under sim­
ilar circumstances.

Theirs was certainly a nightmare 
death. Was the Old Hag sent to ride 
them?

A growing number of scientists have 
come to recognize in recent years that 
genuine and deadly sorcery exists. Alan 
Watson is among them. A senior lec­
turer in forensic medicine at the Univer­
sity of Glasgow, Watson served in an 
African jungle hospital in Zaire. While 
there he witnessed an average of one 
death every three months by sorcery 
and he said that many more died of it in 
the villages and forest.

Are we in “developed” countries 
exempt? Watson doesnX think so. In a 
1972 issue of Medicine, Science and the 
Law he remarked that “death by curse” 
is a phrase that won4 be found on death 
certificates in developed countries but 
he would like to see a number of “so- 
called unexplained deaths studied with 
such a possibility in mind.” Many thou­
sands of such deaths occur each year. 
Some of these could well be the result of 
hagging attacks launched by sorcery. Is 
it possible that Hufford’s question 
about “how something so common can 
be so unknown” applies here?

The Old Hag, it is clear, still rides. 
Whether its causes lie in physiology, 
psychology, demonology or sorcery, 
hagging does occur, often, and we have 
reason to suppose it may be lethal.

WARNING FOR PIG FARMERS
THE BRITISH government has warned pig fanners that they could go deaf 

from feeding-time squealing. It can reach a decibel level of 108 decibels, 
higher than a chain saw (105 decibels), a circular saw (102 decibels) and a milling 

and mixing machine (100 decibels). Farmers are advised to wear earmuffs as 
protection against the potentially damaging noise.



THE HOUSE 
KEPT ON GROWING
Called “manse of spooks” and “Winchester Mystery House," 

bizarre construction in San Jose, Calif., spreads over six acres.

SO FAR as history knows, Theodore 
Roosevelt was turned away only 
one time and from only one place. In 

1912, after he had served eight years as 

Now a historical museum, the Winchester Mystery House is a 160-room, $5,500,000 
Victorian mansion designed and built under the direct supervision of Sarah L. 
Winchester, widow of the son of the manufacturer of the famous repeating rifle.
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president of his country and had ac­
quired stature as a world traveler and 
philosopher, he was refused entry to a 
“haunted house” in San Jose, Calif. It 
wasn4 a ghost that intimidated him. It 
was the flesh-and-blood woman who
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Veranda stretches away from main entrance to the mansion. It has trapdoors galore, 
secret passageways, blind chimneys and doors that open on blank walls. Some of the 
rooms have no doors; the only access to these is through windows.

owned the house, Sarah Winchester, 
widow of William Wirt Winchester, son 
of the rifle manufacturer.

It wasnH that she was discriminating 
against Teddy Roosevelt. Lots of peo­
ple were intrigued by her strange home 
but she steadfastly refused to see vis­
itors. If it turned out that one of them 
happened to be a former president, 
well, so be it.

The story of Sarah Winchester and 
her house began about 25 years before 
the day Teddy Roosevelt showed up, 
soon after the death of her daughter 
Anne in 1866. When her husband died 
in 1880, Sarah was stunned by the dou­
ble loss and seemed to become preoc­

cupied with her own death. She con­
sulted a seeress who told her that as 
long as she kept adding space to her 
household, as long as her home was 
incomplete, she would be spared. The 
way to live forever was never to finish 
building her home. So she began adding 
to it. For 36 years the sounds of hammer 
and saw were never stilled.

The result is one of the oddest homes 
ever constructed — an incredible ram­
bling affair with 160 rooms, 2000 doors 
and 10,000 windows. More curious still, 
every chandelier in the place has 13 
lights, each ceiling has 13 panels, every 
room has 13 windows, there are 13 
bathrooms and most of the 40 stairways
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have 13 steps. And don't take it for 
granted that all the stairways necessar­
ily lead somewhere. They don’t.

There are trapdoors galore, too, and 
secret passageways, blind chimneys and 
doors that open on blank walls. Some 
doors that appear to lead to closets 
actually open to the outdoors with no 
stairs to the ground, just drop-offs. 

Some of the rooms have no doors. The 
only access to these is through windows.

Called “manse of spooks” and “Win­
chester mystery house," this bizarre 
construction occupies six acres and no 
doubt would have been bigger still 
except that, in 1922, the hammering 
stopped. Sarah Winchester died, after 
all.

THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS? 
By Paul Steiner

A SPECIAL treatment for breaking 
cigarette smokers of the habit — 
damaging cartilage in ears and nose — 

has been developed by a University of 
Miami doctor, Robert Palmer, accord­
ing to Omni.

He claims that habitual smokers are 
actually addicted to their own endor­
phins, those morphinelike chemicals 
produced by the body in response to 
injuries or such irritants as nicotine. 
Endorphins are probably 10,000 times 
more addictive than heroin, which ac­
counts for the hold that cigarettes have 
on their users. Dr. Palmer has devel­
oped a shot he says stimulates endor­
phin production in the brain, thereby 
ridding smokers of their unhealthy 
dependency.

The treatment starts with the injec­
tion of sodium chloride. Vitamin В and 
procaine, a local anesthetic, into the 

cartilage of each ear and on the side of 
the nose. The mixture is a chemical 
irritant which temporarily damages car­
tilage and causes the body to produce 
endorphins of its own.

Newly treated smokers no longer 
need cigarettes. Palmer explains, be­
cause they’re getting endorphins from 
the wounded cartilage. As it heals the 
body produces fewer endorphins with 
each passing day. By the time the 
supply shuts off, in about a week, 
smokers have been weaned away from 
cigarettes. The treatment is 100 percent 
effective at “de-addiction,” the doctor 
claims, but because smoking is a com­
plex behavior with many psychological 
components, half the patients return to 
smoking within a year. The supplemen­
tal use of conventional treatment 
should improve the de-addiction rate, 
the doctor believes.

BLUE FROG IN A PICKLE
IN JULY 1984 a Halifax, Nova Scotia, man started a campaign to keep a rare 

blue frog out of pickling brine. The frog lacks the skin pigment that makes frogs 
green and is only the fourth such creature ever found in Nova Scotia.
Biologist Fred Scott planned to keep the frog alive as long as possible in 

the Nova Scotia Museum but the museum can’t duplicate the environment the 
frog needs for hibernation. The scientists planned to preserve it for future study 
and display.

A spokesman for Citizens to Save the Blue Frog said his group wants the creature 
released if it can’t be kept alive.— IF. Ritchie Benedict.



Mediums, mystics and ordinary people experience 
altered states of psychic reality — with astonishing effect.
By Hilary Evans

George smith is lying sick with 
fever, when into his room comes a 
gray-haired old man. He sits on the 

chair at the foot of George’s bed, gazes 
at him for a few moments with kindly 
interest, then slowly fades away and 
vanishes.

We all know what this means. George 
has suffered a hallucination, a classic 
symptom of fever. His body is sick, so 
his brain is sick also. What could be 
more natural? Nothing to get excited 
about, just a manifestation of George’s 
fever, meaningless and purposeless....

What is happening when George has 
his seemingly purposeless experience? 
A complex physiological process has 
occurred, apparently spontaneously. 
Somebody or something has staged a 
little psychodrama, so lifelike that for a 
while it had George fooled; he might 
have been left with the belief that an old 
man really had visited him, if it hadn't 
been for the fading-away bit.

Such experiences are not at all un­
common. We can reasonably assume 
that many of us, perhaps most or even 
all of us, are capable of this kind of 
experience; in other words, it’s an in­
herent part of our biological design.

But a capability can be used for other 
purposes than the one for which it was 

designed. It’s likely that George’s capa­
bility to have this special kind of expe­
rience has been set off by accident, like 
an alarm system set off by a cat instead 
of a burglar.

Or maybe not. Maybe there is a pur­
pose behind George’s experience that 
we don4 know of. Maybe that old man 
has a meaningful role to play in George’s 
life even if George doesn’t realize it yet. 
All we have the right to say is that here 
is George with the fever which caused 
something to happen — an electrical 
signal in his brain circuitry, the release 
of a certain chemical — that has trig­
gered a capability latent inside him.

What evidence do we have that this 
capability has a purpose? The existence 
of such a purpose is suggested in the 
experience of Frau Elsa Schmidt-Falk 
who wrote to me describing her expe­
rience. She was alone on a mountain 
path but had mistaken her way and was 
in a dangerous and frightening situa­
tion. Suddenly she saw a small lumi­
nous ball which resolved itself into the 
figure of an Oriental-looking man who 
conducted her to the proper path, 
whereupon he vanished just as George’s 
visitor did.

Frau Elsa believed the being was a 
bodhisattva, a nonhuman entity who 
takes a benevolent interest in the human 
race, or at any rate those members of it



who are of a Theosophical attitude of 
mind. Others might have interpreted it 
as a guardian angel, yet others as a 
Cosmic Brother — that is to say, any­
one who has this kind of experience 
tends to account for it in terms of his 
own belief system.

Psychologists, of course, would de­
clare that Frau Elsa was hallucinating 
just as George was, that the Oriental 
savior was a creation of her mind.

For our purposes it doesn’t matter 
whether Frau Elsa or the psychologists 
are right. What matters is that the figure 
was not “real” in the everyday sense of 
the word and so the equipment with 
which she saw it wasn4 the everyday 
equipment she uses to see her friends. 
Like George, she was using a special 
capability but in her case that capability 
had not been set off by accident but was 
doing the job it was designed to do. The 
Oriental entity may not have been real 
but Frau Elsa’s predicament certainly 
was — and so was the fact that she was 
saved from it.

All we know of Frau Elsa’s state 
when this thing happened to her is that 
she was greatly frightened. So is that 
what is needed to have this kind of 
experience? Apparently not, since 
George, in bed with fever, had no such 
cause to be frightened. But fever, like 
fright, is a special state. We use the 
expression “he’s not himself” to de­
scribe a person who is behaving abnor­
mally. It can be fairly said that Frau 

Elsa and George, both in stressful situa­
tions, were not “themselves" when they 
had their experiences.

Hallucinations are a classic feature of 
many other states when we are “not 
ourselves.” When we’ve had too much 
to drink or have taken a hallucinogenic 
drug, when we’re overtired or overre­
laxed, when we’re driving at night alone 
on a featureless road or suffering from 
lack of food or sleep or from any kind of 
sensory deprivation — all these serve to 
activate this hidden capability of ours, 
sometimes in a purposeful manner, 
sometimes not.

Let us suppose that the same capabil­
ity that allows us to have purposeful 
hallucinations related to real emergen­
cies can occasionally be triggered by 
“pseudoemergencies” such as a false 
alarm engendered by the consumption 
of LSD. But whether purposeful or 
purposeless, these hallucinations will 
not happen easily; otherwise we’d be 
susceptible to them at any moment and 
normal life would become impossible. 
Nature has seen to it that we enter this 
special state only under special condi­
tions.

« • •

Altered states usually in­
volve a loss of contact with every­
day reality — but what if, in losing con­

tact with one kind of reality, we gain 
contact with another kind?

This is dangerous ground. Everyday 
reality is something we can formulate 
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some kind of consensus about. There 
are rule books to guide us and objective 
yardsticks to measure it by. Go sailing 
off into other kinds of reality and there 
are no maps, only other travelers’ tales, 
and we сапЧ be sure whether the geog­
raphy and inhabitants they describe 
exist outside the confines of imagina­
tion.

But man, ever adventurous, is gener­
ally ready to take a chance. There is 
hardly a primitive society that doesn4 
have some kind of ceremonial activity 
in which altered states are deliberately 
induced and in modem Western society 
one can choose from any number of 
methods, legal and illegal, to take one’s 
psyche elsewhere. In the most dramatic 
altered-state experiences one doesn’t 
just make contact with the forces be­
yond but feels oneself “taken over” and 
possessed by a god, a demon or some 
out-of-this-world entity.

When a Spiritualist medium goes 
into a trance, so that a “control” calling 
himself Red Cloud can put a bereaved 
widow in touch with her husband who 
is now in the next world, or when a 
psychic induces an “out-of-body expe­
rience” and tells us of things outside his 
perceptual range, such as a message 
hidden in a box in another room, these 
people too are making use of capabili­
ties that can’t be tapped while they are 
in a normal state. To obtain access to 
these hidden capabilities, it is necessary 
to switch (or to be switched) from the 
everyday “normal” state to a special, 
altered one, generally of a trancelike 
nature.

The cultivation of altered states is 
widely associated with the religions of 
the dispossessed: black communities in 
the United States, peasants in Sicily, 

slum dwellers in Brazil. Such people 
find, in the states they induce by rhyth­
mic dancing and chanting, and by the 
use of mind-releasing intoxicants, a joy­
ful means of escape from their everyday 
woes.

The same motivation is at work in 
such activities as pop-music festivals, 
political rallies and the outbreaks of 
self-abandonment that occur in sports 
stadiums, street demonstrations and 
revival meetings. The individual who 
participates is more or less deliberately 
seeking out and cultivating conditions 
which will enable him to leave his nor­
mal state and enter an altered one. Once 
in that altered state he will expect to 
have experiences he has come to value 
because they satisfy some need or confer 
some benefit. True, the satisfaction may 
soon wear off and the benefit be short­
lived and perhaps tomorrow morning 
there’ll be headaches and regrets. But 
that won4 stop him from coming back 
next week for more.

* * •
THE FIRST TIME an individual 

experiences such a state, it is likely 
to be sudden and spontaneous, taking 

him so much by surprise that he is likely 
to be thrown completely off balance. 
Thereafter, especially if he is a member 
of an ordered religious body where 
there are spiritual advisers to give him 
counsel, he may deliberately cultivate 
the states of mind in which the wished- 
for experiences may come — in his case, 
the experience of communicating with 
God or merging with some ineffable 
and indescribable “ground of all being.” 

The true nature of the experience is 
not something with which we need con­
cern ourselves here, nor need we stop to 
ask if the people who believe they are 
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talking with God have any better 
grounds for their belief than the voodoo 
dancers who suppose themselves pos­
sessed by their deities. What concerns 
us is that the experience is felt to be 
beneficial by the person who has it.

But is it really? Psychologists, who 
naturally are predisposed to see psycho­
logical explanations for even the most 
exalted ecstatic experiences, aren’t al­
ways too happy about the effects on the 
individual personality. They point out, 
for instance, what even the most devout 
churchmen can hardly overlook: the 
strong sexual element in so many mys­
tical experiences.

Even the most sanctified mystic — a 
Teresa of Avila or a Caterina of Siena 
— will conduct her relationship with 
the divine in the language of lovers, not 
only in the surface references to kisses 
and mystic marriages in which Jesus is 
the heavenly bridegroom and the mys­
tic his chosen spouse, but in the state of 
mind that is revealed when Marie Ala- 
coque speaks of Jesus’ “crushing her 
with the weight of his love” and requir­
ing her to “surrender to his desires” and 
become his “plaything.”

Reading words like these, one is 
hard-pressed to refute the psycholo­
gists’ view that these kinds of ecstatic 
experiences represent a substitute for 
the normal sex lives these cloistered 
persons have denied themselves. Theo­
logians, while accepting this, insist that 
the love so expressed is a transmutation 
of earthly love, raised to a higher plane. 
Perhaps both views are correct. In 
either interpretation the ecstatic states 
serve a purpose in terms of the individ­
ual and his needs.

But if this is true of the great mystics 
such as Teresa of Avila, what are we to 

make of another category of experience 
also related to women in a religious set­
ting, in which a group of nuns come to 
believe themselves possessed by de­
mons?

The best-known case is the “Devils of 
Loudon” but that outbreak was just one 
of dozens that have — literally or meta­
phorically — bedeviled the religious life 
from the 15th Century to the present 
day. Typically, one individual nun will 
manifest hysterical symptoms which 
she or her spiritual counselors will 
blame on Satan. This will then spread 
like an epidemic throughout the com­
munity. The enclosed environment of 
the convent is particularly favorable to 
such outbreaks but in fact any closely- 
confined community is vulnerable. The 
New England witch hunts of the 17th 
Century are manifestations of just the 
same repressed emotions finding a 
safety outlet.

Even when they do lead to undesir­
able social consequences, these out­
breaks fulfill their immediate purpose, 
which is to give relief to the individual. 
The accounts of these outbreaks make 
astonishing reading. The victims per­
formed physical feats which — in their 
normal state — would have been im­
possible. Twisting their bodies into gro­
tesque shapes, dancing for hours with­
out tiring, submitting to blows and 
pressures which they insisted gave them 
exquisite relief, these people were clear­
ly drawing on resources of strength, of 
resistance to pain and of bodily dexter­
ity that were inaccessible to them in 
their everyday states.

Why did the outbreaks take the 
bizarre form of the Dancing Mania of 
the Middle Ages, the “convulsionaries” 
of 18th-Century France, the “demonic 
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possessions” of the convents? Because 
this was what they had been led to 
believe was what happened to persons 
who are assailed by the demonic pow­
ers. Without realizing it, they were not 
only externalizing their internal im­
pulses but doing so in a recognizable 
dramatic form, in terms that would be 
credible to the rest of the community.

Here we come to the common ele­
ment in many of these altered-state 
manifestations: role playing. Voodoo 
dancers assume the attitudes of the god 
by whom they claim to be possessed. 
Spirit mediums speak first in the char­
acter of their control, Red Cloud, and 
then in that of Aunt Julia with whom 
the control puts her in touch. The mys­
tics play the role of the chosen lovers of 
Jesus, the afflicted nuns play the role of 
the chosen victims of Satan. And all of 
them are able to draw on astonishing 
hidden resources which convince both 
themselves and others that these mani­
festations are something superhuman. 
The literature of the paranormal is full 
of the prodigies thus displayed: stig­
mata, clairvoyance, levitation, all in the 
name of God or the devil or whatever 
powers the persons involved honor or 
dread. • • •

ONCE YOU get accustomed to look­
ing at altered-state manifestations 
as purposeful processes, it becomes eas­

ier to know how to deal with them 
when, as sometimes happens, they don't 
deal with themselves. Most often, for­
tunately, they do. Spirit mediums, after 
an hour or two of communing with the 
dead, snap out of their trances and 
resume more or less normal lives. Voo­
doo dancers and snake handlers go 
back to being clerks and housewives. 

But some, like the hysterical nuns, get 
stuck in their assumed roles and have to 
be helped back to reality.

In earlier times this was likely to take 
the form of exorcism. Today, however, 
respectable exorcists — at any rate in 
the older and wiser churches — know 
that few if any of the cases they are 
called upon to deal with involve posses­
sion in the demonic sense. And so they 
devote their attention to the victim, not 
to the (supposedly) possessing entity. 
Exorcism with bell, book and candle 
becomes more like psychotherapy.

But because the victim is playing a 
role, the treatment may appear to con­
form with the victim’s description of his 
affliction. Thus, in a recent possession 
case in Mauritius, doctors had to deal 
with an educated young woman, newly 
married, who claimed to be possessed 
by the devil. It was no use whatever to 
try to talk with the girl herself; only the 
“devil” answered. So the doctors had to 
pretend to accept that they were dealing 
with the devil and they gave no sign that 
they doubted its identity. Then, having 
won its confidence, they were able to 
trick it into cooperating with them in 
resolving the personal problem that had 
brought on the breakdown in the first 
place.

Role-playing of this kind is seen even 
more dramatically in the most interest­
ing of all altered states, the cases of 
multiple personality. When a person’s 
self fragments into separate autono­
mous personalities, it is because of a 
critical psychological situation with 
which the individual in his normal state 
cannot cope.

To resolve the dilemma, therefore, 
the individual “finds” someone who is 
capable of dealing with the situation. A 
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classic case is that of a nine-year-old 
American black boy, Jonah, who was 
attacked by the white boys of the neigh­
borhood. Himself timid and ineffective, 
he “became” someone else. The War­
rior, who, with none of Jonah's shy and 
retiring personality, fought viciously 
against his attackers.

Clearly this piece of role-playing paid 
off. The short-term benefit was plain 
for all to see. Once again we see the 
fallacy of looking on an altered state as 
a sickness. In one sense, of course, it is 
and so it is easy to overlook the fact that 
it initially provided a solution to what 
had become, for someone like timid 
Jonah, an insoluble situation. Only 
when it is seen in its positive as well as 
its negative function can a state like 
multiple personality be properly evalu­
ated. It is no use remedying the split 
unless the motivation that caused it is 
identified and taken into account.

Study of multiple-possession cases 
tells us much about how the self-regard­
ing and the socially-aware impulses are 
balanced and harmonized in the indi­
vidual. In these cases we see these 
impulses embodied — without balance 
or harmony — in individual and con­
flicting personifications. So remarkable 
are some of the role-playing perfor­
mances that even doctors with wide 
experience with such cases cannot avoid 
the conclusion that in at least some of 
the assumed personalities, an external 
entity is involved.

Such a conclusion is perhaps not so 
surprising so long as multiple personal­
ity cases are studied on their own. But 
when they are set alongside the other 
manifestations of altered-state role­
playing, they prove not to be so unique.

For instance, we see the same extra­

ordinary ability being exhibited on 
thousands of couches today, in the cur­
rently fashionable vogue for pseudore­
gression into past lives by means of 
hypnotic suggestion. Many people sup­
pose this to be a discovery of our own 
time but in fact precisely similar exper­
iments were conducted at the beginning 
of the century. One of those who de­
voted much time to the phenomenon of 
apparent regression into other exis­
tences was the French researcher Colo­
nel de Rochas who, while generally 
sympathetic to paranormal theories, 
concluded that role-playing, not rein­
carnation, caused the effect.

What is the motive in such cases? In 
Western cultures past-life regression is 
little more than a parlor game, a harm­
less escape from our humdrum selves 
into exotic personalities inhabiting 
colorful landscapes such as Atlantis or 
ancient Egypt. But in those cultures 
where reincarnation is an integral part 
of the prevailing belief system, past-life 
regression is not a deliberately induced 
experience but a spontaneous phenom­
enon. In these cases we may reasonably 
suppose that there is an individual moti­
vation acting as the subconscious trig­
ger, just as in personality dissociation 
and possession cases.

Past-life regression points to a con­
trast between spontaneous altered-state 
activity and experiences deliberately 
sought. Although there is a difference in 
the event that initiates the process — a 
difference something like the choice 
between “manual” and “automatic” on 
my camera — there is no reason to sup­
pose a difference in the process itself. 
True, the eventual experience will dis­
play differences, for it will be a tailor- 
made experience designed to meet the 
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individual needs of the subject. But the 
machinery that produces it is one we all 
share, whether we are visionaries who 
believe the Virgin Mary has called on us 
or ladies who think mysterious Orien­

tals rescued them or hysterical nuns 
who are convinced the devil is pestering 
them — or anyone who finds in altered- 
state experiences the answer to a hope, 
a fear, a wish, a need.

1
MISSING TRAIN BAFFLES BUREAUCRACY

THE SOVIET newspaper Pravda 
complained on June 2,1985, that 
efforts to find a missing freight train 

produced a bureaucratic tangle but 
none of the 28 rail cars.

"A train consisting of 28 freight cars 
with crushed rock left a Tomashgo- 
rodsky factory on June 24, 1983,” 
Pravda said in an article describing 
bureaucratic squabbling among govern­
ment agencies. “It left but it didn’t 
arrive."

The head of the factory, which is in 
the Ukrainian republic, wrote to the 
management of railways in the Russian 

republic where the train was headed 
and also to investigators in Moscow. 
The Russian republic’s railway office 
turned over the problem to rail officials 
in the Byelorussian republic who passed 
it right back to the Russian railway 
office, Pravda reported. Eventually the 
problem of the missing train ended up 
in the central national office of the 
Soviet rail ministry in Moscow. This 
section's staff finally concluded that it 
was impossible to do anything because 
all documents concerning shipments 
are kept for only one year and then 
destroyed.

LIGHTNING RESURRECTION
By Dwight Whalen

ON AUGUST 17,1901, stormclouds 
were gathering over Hanston, 

Kans., as a horse-drawn hearse led a 
solemn procession to the cemetery. 
Inside the hearse, in a metallic coffin, 
lay the body of a five-year-old daughter 
of Samuel McPreaz, a local rancher.

As the sky darkened, mourners in the 
cortege noticed “a peculiar, soft mellow 
light" in the sky. Suddenly a clap of 
thunder boomed and the hearse was 
struck by lightning. The bolt knocked 
down both horses, stunned the driver 
and burst open the coffin. For a 
moment the mourners were too fright­

ened to move but when they did reach 
the hearse, they found the “dead” girl 
sitting up, crying for her mother.

“Her parents believe the bolt was 
sent as a miracle and the people of the 
vicinity speak of it in whispers," re­
ported the Cincinnati Enquirer. “Phy­
sicians declare the little girl was in a 
cataleptic condition and the shock re­
vived her, but many residents believe 
she was dead and came back to life.”

Belief in the miraculous was bol­
stered by the fact that nobody was 
killed or even seriously injured by the 
lifesaving bolt of lightening.



FATE'S LIGHT SIDE
Thieves who stole 15 homing pigeons 

from bird fancier Peter Ball of Langley, 
Berkshire, England, put them to the test 
— and the birds flew straight back to 
Ball’s loft.

★
Englishman Anthony Brown, 42, 

broke into a $ 100,000 house in London, 
apparently intent on stealing copper 
pipes. Blundering around in the dark, 
he cracked open a gas main, lit a match 
and blew up the place. Although the 
house was completely wrecked, Brown 
survived and carried on amid the roar­
ing flames. He returned to the house for 
more loot the next day and met police 
who were investigating the blast. He 
was jailed for four and a half years.

★
Wayne Whitworth, a 26-year-old San 

Jose, Calif., man suspected of armed 
robbery, sought safety among the crowd 
in the bleachers alongside a high school 
baseball field. It was Tuesday, May 21, 
1985, the night of a police league game 
and most of the spectators were police­
men. He was apprehended.

★
Rock ’n’ roll musician Rory Black- 

well of Dawlish, England, played 314 
different musical instruments in 84 
seconds, claiming a world record. In the 
May 1985 event, he had three minutes 
to play as many instruments as he 
could. He achieved his feat by moving 
quickly along a specially arranged, 50- 
foot table and briefly sounding the 
instruments laid out on it.

In Traverse City, Mich., on May 23, 
1985, Rita Smith paid $1.00 for a brief­
case in a Salvation Army thrift store 
and found it contained $4,000 in cash, 
British currency and traveler’s checks 
and an international driver’s license 
identifying a Pompano, Fla., man. She 
gave the contents to the Michigan State 
Police and kept the briefcase.

★
A Culver City, Calif., woman was 

arrested in June 1985 as a robbery sus­
pect when her getaway vehicle was 
stolen. She allegedly planned to use a 
stolen 10-speed bicycle to escape but 
during her bank heist a thief made off 
with it.

★
From Bangkok, Thailand, comes 

word that the seven wives of Тек Kor 
have had enough. After fathering 22 
children, he must undergo a vasectomy.

★
In June 1985 residents in the neigh­

borhood of Oakwood Cemetery in 
Rochester, Minn., insisted that the city 
take down a sign on a street leading to 
the cemetery. City officials agreed and 
removed the sign — which read, “Dead 
End.”

★
Cat Mousam was relieved of jury 

duty when election officials discovered 
she could not speak English. Cat, a cat, 
reached the jury duty roster after Bos­
ton census-takers copied her name from 
her owner’s door — with the names of 
two other adults and another cat.



Cagliostro Revisited:

THE MAGIC OF MEDIUMSHIP
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
The sitters never suspected that their communicator might be bogus — 
even though his character does not square with historical fact.

/N1916 Dr. James H. Hyslop, one of 
the most distinguished American 
psychical researchers, held a series of 

sittings in Boston with Doris Fischer, a 
26-year-old woman with a long history 
of multiple personality, and the me­
dium Mrs. Minnie Meserve Soule, 
known under the pseudonym Mrs. 
Chenoweth.

Ofseveral personalities that emerged, 
the most remarkable was identified by 
Hyslop as the bogus Count Alessandro 
Cagliostro. The lifelike quality of his 
performance lends credence to the idea 
that some kind of discarnate intelli­
gence was operating through Mrs. 
Chenoweth — but his ranting about 
sexual freedom seems unlikely in a 
communicator who spent much of the 
lastfive or six years of his life in solitary 
confinement, in misery and wracked 
with pain. Under what kind of compul­
sion would he return to rave about 
issues that one would imagine might be 
the least of his concerns? Yet the sittings 
turned into a sort of morality play with 
Hyslop espousing spirituality and the 

communicator Cagliostro on the side of 
instinctual freedom.

It is clear that Cagliostro is as foreign 
to Doris and Mrs. Chenoweth as any 
character out of history could be. He is 
a party-crasher, a communicator of the 
so-called drop-in type. But he may not 
have been simply the unwelcome in­
truder he seemed at first. He may have 
been a sort of dream figure omnibusfor 
the repressed unconscious hankerings 
of all the principals at the sittings.

NOW COMES a superclimax, a real
O. Henry double-switch. We have 

to face a possibility that Hyslop, in his 
holy war against the powers of evil, 
never stopped to consider. He appar­
ently knew something of Cagliostro (as 
did many persons in his day) and was 
able to make the identification through 
the latter's references to the French 
Revolution, Marie Antoinette and her 
royal spouse, the scandal of the Queen’s 
necklace, and Cardinal Rohan (who 
had played the role of unwitting dupe in 
it). He knew also that Cagliostro was 
alleged (although quite fallaciously, 
according to Trowbridge whom he 
apparently had not read) to have been a 
Sicilian named Joseph Balsamo and 



Mrs. Chenoweth pronounced this 
name with the accent on the first sylla­
ble (which he found to was much im­
pressed that be correct only after inten­
sive research). But he never seems to 
have had the fleetingest wild suspicion 
that the Cagliostro of the sittings may 
not really have existed, that he may 
have been as bogus as the Count him­
self.

The bald fact, however, is that, as was 
pointed out earlier, the material turned 
up by the Inquisition was completely 
discordant with the data about Caglio­
stro drawn from all reliable contempo­
rary sources, none of which — even 
those taking note of every other type of 
often repeated calumny about the man 
— mentions the slightest licentiousness 
or religious cynicism in him. Thus, with 
all his fakery and bombast, and despite 
allegations (now discredited) that he 
had prostituted his beautiful wife Lor- 
enza to gain favors from the rich and 
powerful, Cagliostro, to the surprise no 
doubt of all his biographers, was known 
as a devoted and loyal husband. Alex­
andre Dumas, who presumably knew 
all the backstairs talk about Cagliostro 
there was to know when he wrote The 
Queen’s Necklace in 1850, cast Caglio­
stro as a model of propriety. He would 
only have courted ridicule if such a pic­
ture was far from the image that was 
current. The historian Funck-Brentano, 
gossip-monger-in-chief of the French 
Revolution and all its backwaters, who 
according to Trowbridge was not above 
repeating inaccuracies about Caglio­
stro, could say nothing damaging about 
him in this department in his 1902 
Cagliostro and Company. And even as 
late as 1966 Luigi Barzini, in his chapter 
on Cagliostro in The Italians, states 

that Cagliostro had no known mis­
tresses and was a faithful husband. The 
most damning indictment of the Inqui­
sition’s allegations, however, is that 
only three years before these found 
their way into the record Cagliostro was 
brought to trial by a tribunal of the 
French Parliament and charged with 
having been implicated in the affair of 
the Queen’s necklace. He was acquitted 
(after five months in the Bastille) but 
not before the authorities, not satisfied 
merely to interrogate witnesses, wan­
tonly ransacked his house and turned 
everything upside down and inside out 
looking for whatever might put then- 
prisoner in a bad light. They found 
nothing.

In view of these facts, the material 
allegedly turned up by the Inquisition 
and kept secret in the Vatican archives 
for almost 100 years cannot be taken at 
face value. Indeed, it is hardly likely 
that a maid or manservant could be the 
repository of items of such prime mar­
ketability about one of the most gos­
sipworthy personages in Europe — 
Cagliostro was probably better known 
to the multitudes than cardinals or 
kings — and have kept these to them­
selves until nothing less than a threat of 
torture was brought to bear. (We are 
told that the rack was kept purposely in 
plain sight during the Inquisition hear­
ings.) Is it not more likely that such 
grotesque goings-on as were alleged, if 
they were actually true of Cagliostro or 
even dreamed up by someone, would 
have been passed about from lackey to 
lackey, from tavern to tavern, long 
before the Inquisition got hold of them?

Instead, all we have on the negative 
side from the numerous biographers 
who have combed the field are the 
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incessantly repeated stories — and even 
some of these are dubious — of Caglio- 
stro’s swindles, his fake cures, his bom­
bastic claims to secret knowledge and 
little else. On the positive side, however, 
there is a surprising plethora of material 
which allegations of sexual improprie­
ties, even if just whispered behind the 
hand, would have called into question. 
We must remember that Cagliostro was 
a master of all the known healing arts 
and much more, that he did perform 
remarkable cures, did minister gratis to 
the sick and needy and spread his gos­
pel, so threatening to the church, for the 
spiritual regeneration of mankind. It is 
not so astonishing therefore that a late 
biographer, Francois Ribadeau Dumas, 
reviewing the judgments of students of 
Cagliostro, could only come up with 
characterizations such as “a creature of 
light,” “an extraordinary genius," “as 
sublime in love as in wisdom,” and, 
from chief Cardinal of France Rohan 
(who was also the Archbishop of Stras­
bourg where Cagliostro had spent a 
couple of years), “the most extraordi­
nary man, the most sublime, whose 
knowledge is equaled in this world only 
by his benevolence.” These and similar 
encomiums were scarcely the kind to 
have been accorded a known rake and 
debauchee. To his many followers, in 
fact, the bogus Count was known as 
“the divine Cagliostro,” an appellation 
incribed on the pedestal of the statue of 
him by Houdon, the most celebrated 
sculptor of the day. Replicas of this 
statue in bronze and marble were to be 
found in shops and manor houses 
throughout Europe.

So there is more than just a remote 
possibility that the trials were rigged 
—to this day a standard feature, includ­

ing sexual denigration, of politically 
motivated procedures. It is possible 
that Mrs. Chenoweth had unwittingly joined 
the ranks of other mediums who have 
given remarkable performances of per­
sons who had never existed or whose 
existence was not as represented. Thus 
we have more reason than ever for sus­
pecting that the Cagliostro figure of the 
sittings was not just a wandering soul 
that had lost its way, or even, as certain 
of the other communicators (and Hys- 
lop too) seem to have believed, a minion 
of the powers of evil sent to prey on a 
virginal lamb of almost unexampled 
purity, but was, for all his liveliness, a 
pasteboard figure with no more living 
reality than Othello or Iago, a pastiche 
of legend, different biographical 
sources, false leads and conceivably 
even a retrocognitive dash of the real 
McCoy.

If this is so — and there are good 
reasons for believing it to be — we are 
left with questions that may never find 
satisfactory answers. The first, surely, 
would be pertinent even if the central 
figure in all of this were a genuine rev­
enant (which the evidence, however, 
belies). It is, simply, why Cagliostro? 
Why not any figure of legendary liber­
tinism, for instance Cagliostro*s equally 
notorious — and from Hyslop's stand­
point equally “vicious” — contempor­
ary, Casanova?

This is essentially a question applic­
able to all psychological decisions (and 
to biological and physical ones as well). 
Why this and not that? Why this way 
and not that way? No matter how many 
presumptive determinants we dredge 
up, more can be imagined, and we can 
never really get to the point where we 
can say, with true Euclidean certainty.
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quod erat demonstrandum. Thus we 
find ourselves clutching at any straws 
that come our way in order to fill up the 
huge chasm between explanation and 
fact.

One such in the present case is a 
peculiar correspondence between the 
real-life mother of Doris and the histor­
ical Cagliostro. The ever questioning 
Prince, after describing the develop­
ment of the former’s religious cynicism, 
continues, . .But she must have read 
her Bible a great deal since it was discov­
ered after her death worn and discol­
ored with handling. The leaf containing 
the 14th chapter of St. John was almost 
in tatters. Yet no one ever saw her read­
ing the book — she must have done it at 
night while the family slept.” Now St. 
John is said to be the patron saint of 
masons, but Cagliostro is one of the 
first to have adopted him as his protec­
tor. The reason for his veneration of the 
author of The Revelation, we are told, 
was the great similarity between the 
Apocalypse and the secret rites of 
Cagliostro’s masonic order, the rites 
that, notwithstanding this similarity, 
ultimately spelled his doom. The link to 
the sittings could again, of course, have 
been Doris.

The next question inevitably is: Was 
the medium capable of all we have 
attributed to her, of the histrionics as 
well as the information gathering that 
would have been necessary to concoct 
the Cagliostro we have seen? We must 
remember that Cagliostro’s perfor­
mance was not all just speeches but 
included subtle attitudes and behavior­
isms as well, such as his dismay and 
anger at having been flushed out, his 
almost snarling resentment at having 
been duped into revealing himself (sug­

gesting an historically authenticated 
episode in which he was actually caught 
by entrapment by the spies of the Inqui­
sition) and his ill-concealed contempt 
for Dr. Hyslop.

But this is precisely what medium­
ship — and mind — are all about. To 
imagine that Mrs. Chenoweth needed 
special paranormal cognitive and or­
ganizing powers that could have been 
achieved only through some improb- 
able-unless-proved-otherwise some­
thing called super-ESP (plus perhaps 
the mind of a Shakespeare) is to mis­
read completely everything that is 
known about plain run-of-the-mill ESP, 
ESP in everyday life and unconscious 
ESP in dreams. The notion of super- 
ESP is a fiction derived from the feeble 
glimmers of this latently omniscient 
and omnipotent faculty seen in the 
laboratory; and this is, when all is said, 
just supemonsense, just another exam­
ple of the extreme difficulty some per­
sons have in untethering their minds, 
when thinking and theorizing about psi, 
from the physical world and its con­
straints. The only thing that counts 
where unconscious ESP is concerned 
—and all forms of psi, for that matter 
— is meaningfulness, not time, distance, 
complexity or anything else. The prime 
requisite for this is simply unconscious 
need, not the mental equivalent of the 
muscles of a weight lifter.

And meaningfulness is all that counts 
in the medium’s development of the his­
trionic ability required to organize 
diverse information into a performance 
simulating the smallest details of an 
alleged returnee’s mannerisms, speech 
and diction. If a professional actor can 
do this, it is difficult to see why a profes­
sional medium should find it beyond his 
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or her capabilities, especially when re­
leased from the straitjacket of everyday 
consciousness. This is what medium­
ship and the unconscious mind are all 
about.

The least that can be said about Mrs. 
Chenoweth's Cagliostro is that it is an 
intriguing last-minute entry into the 

battle of the biographers. As for the 
single-minded Hyslop, had he ever 
stopped to wonder how it was that the 
Cagliostro he so painstakingly identi­
fied was so unlike the Cagliostro of tra­
dition, he too might have scooped the 
field. This essay, for better or worse, is 
the result of the fact that he did not.

BENEDETTO SUPINO, aged 16, and 
his relatives in Farmia, Italy, are des­
perately seeking a scientific solution to a 

fiery problem. In the presence of the 
youth, electrical circuits go berserk and 
inexplicable fires break out.

It all started in October 1983 when 
Benedetto went to help his father Vitto­
rio in a carpenter shop near the Gaeta 
Gulf. Everything electrical in the shop 
short-circuited and when the alarmed 
Vittorio took his son into a boat factory 
the same thing happened.

Soon Benedetto's inflammatory pow­
ers increased. If he touched plastic or 
even rubber, it burned. He was seriously 
burned when he was asleep and his bed 
ignited.

Dr. Sandro Bartolomeo, a neuropsy­
chiatrist, believed the townspeople were 
simply superstitious when he heard the

WHAT BURNS HIM UP?
By Lewis Medina

tales of Benedetto’s fires. But after he saw 
the youth, he declared, “This boy has 
something that normal medical science 
cannot explain.”

The Supino family sought the help of 
the Catholic Church, thinking Benedetto 
had the devil inside him, but the exorcism 
didn4 work. Spontaneous fires continued
to plague the boy.

Finally the relatives asked the govern­
ment for help. The National Investiga­
tion Agency of Italy agreed to look into 
the case. The results are not yet known.

The opinion of Dr. Maximo Inardi, a 
parapsychologist, provides an explana­
tion of sorts. After examining the Supino 
youth, Inardi said that Benedetto ac­
cumulates electrical energy in his body 
and cannot control its unexpected dis­
charge.

ANWAR SADAT IGNORED PSYCHIC WARNING
П EUTERS News Service reported in April 1984 that a daughter of slain Egyptian 
IxPresident Anwar Sadat had a premonition of his death but he ignored her 
advice to crack down on political opponents.

“I began to have dreams about his assassination. I saw bullets hitting him,” 
said Camelia Sadat, who was bom to Sadat and his little-known first wife Ekbal. 
Miss Sadat, a graduate student in Boston, was interviewed for the Sunday magazine 
Parade and stated that the last time she saw her father—in August 1981—he was 
still resisting making mass arrests to deal with growing internal dissent. She quoted 
him as saying, “God knows if I am going to be alive next year or not.”— 
W. Ritchie Benedict.
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REINCARNATED NONSENSE 
Reincarnation spawns more awful 

books than any other area of the para­
normal, with the possible exception of the 
books that appeared during the pyramid­
power craze of the 1970’s. Writers who pro­
duce run-of-the-mill books on rebirth usu­
ally fill their volumes with nothing more 
than gee-whiz tales, hackneyed philosophy 
and even worse psychology. Few of them 
critically evaluate the evidence they present, 
preferring to serve it up like a tasteless, 
tedious seven-course meal. In fact, only a 
handful of really serious books on reincarna­
tion have been written over the last five 
years.

Despite this dearth of worthwhile litera­
ture, popular books on the rebirth doctrine 
continue to appear, testifying to the great 
interest the general public has in the subject.

The Case for Reincarnation by Joe Fisher 
(Bantam Books, New York, N.Y., 1985, 179 
pages, $4.95, paperback) encapsulates every­
thing that is bad about most books on the 
subject. It rehashes the same tired cases that 
have been trotted out in every other reincar­
nation book. The accuracy of these stories is 
never questioned and the history of Chris­
tian thought is rewritten to incorporate the 
rebirth doctrine. The book also contains the 
obligatory arguments on why reincarnation 
is consistent with principles of quantum 
physics. (The “new physics” is being used to 
support every possible metaphysical notion 
these days; there really ought to be a morato­
rium on this type of thing.)

As if all this weren4 bad enough, the book 
manages to cover even these basic topics in 
the most superficial possible fashion, with 
chapters running about 10 pages each. Fisher 

even deemed it necessary to pad his book 
with a chapter devoted entirely to the planet 
Pluto which he claims guides “planetary” 
rebirth.

Reading this short book, one gets the 
impression that the author merely read a 
dozen or so books on reincarnation, then 
rewrote them into his own. Certainly no orig­
inal — or even clear — thinking went into 
The Case for Reincarnation. For example, 
the book argues that in the past “all human 
beings, being clairvoyant, perceived the pro­
cess of rebirth as clearly as understanding 
historical reality.” On the other hand, psy­
chologists will be amazed to know that a 
brain-wave tracing can be used to verify 
past-life recall!

On the positive side, what there is of it, a 
brief and interesting chapter deals with tech­
niques for remembering past lives.

FLAWED EVIDENCE

Fortunately, not an books on rein­
carnation are dreadful. A book that cov­
ers much of the same material but takes a 

more sophisticated approach is Sylvia Cran­
ston and Carey Williams’ Reincarnation: A 
New Horizon in Science, Religion and 
Society (Julian Press, New York, N.Y., 1984, 
385 pages, $16.95).

The authors begin unpromisingly with the 
dubious assertion that rebirth must be a 
valid concept since so many world cultures 
teach it. Yet if reincarnation were a cosmic 
truth, it seems odd that so many cultures 
teach contradictory rebirth doctrines. Later 
Cranston and Williams tread on firmer 
ground as they trace the rebirth doctrine as 
taught in Judaic mysticism, Christian gnos­
ticism, Buddhism and Hinduism.
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The meatiest portion of the book, how­

ever, consists of six chapters on the scientific 
evidence for reincarnation and a seventh 
chapter on the study of near-death experi­
ences. Some of these chapters focus on the 
work of Ian Stevenson of the University of 
Virginia. Dr. Stevenson, parapsychology's 
leading researcher of the reincarnation ques­
tion, has spent years investigating cases of 
children bom with apparent memories of 
previous lives. Cranston and Williams en­
thusiastically endorse his research without 
critically examining it. We need to keep in 
mind that even those cases of extracerebral 
memory that can be genuinely verified con­
form in pattern to a large body of other cases 
that appear to be pure fantasy.

This problem becomes even more acute 
when we consider that several attempts by 
Dr. Stevenson’s own associates to replicate 
his work have failed. For example. Dr. 
David R. Barker, whom Stevenson sent to 
India to examine several cases of extracere­
bral memory, reported in the Journal of 
Parapsychology (September 1979) that he 
had failed to find any veridical cases. More 
recently, Emily Williams Cook, who worked 
for Stevenson at the University of Virginia, 
recounted her own inability to replicate her 
boss' work while checking into Lebanese 
reports.

Such absence of independent confirma­
tion should alert us to possible flaws either in 
Stevenson’s investigation or in the reincar- 
nationist interpretation of extracerebral 
memory.

The final chapters of Reincarnation dis­
cuss the rebirth doctrine in relation to philo­
sophical and social issues. More interesting 
is a chapter covering four presentations on 
reincarnation delivered at a Columbia Uni­
versity symposium on “The Child and 
Death” held in 1979.

Fate readers interested in reincarnation 
will be happy to know that the reincarnation- 
oriented Sutphen Corporation (Box 38, 
Malibu, Calif. 90265) is stepping up its pub­
lishing program. When the self-help organi­
zation ended publication of its magazine 
Reincarnation Report in 1983, it intended to 
redirect its efforts toward publishing inex- 
Knsive paperbacks. One of the first such 

oks, Betty Riley's А Veil Too Thin: Rein­
carnation Out of Control (Valley of the Sun 
Publishing, Malibu, Calif., 1984, 92 pages.

$2.95, paperback), is well worth reading.
Riley, a psychic and trance channel who 

lives in Atlanta, tells how she accidentally 
discovered her psychic abilities, reluctantly 
developed her mediumship and gradually 
started reliving scenes of her past life in 17th- 
Century England.

The reincarnation material is interesting. 
Riley had vivid dreams about dying in the 
great London fire of 1666. Under hypnosis 
she “recalled” more details and experienced 
overwhelming deja vu on a later visit to En­
gland. But the most absorbing aspect of the 
book is her account of how these memories 
disrupted her life. She found them so anxiety­
provoking that she became totally de­
spondent.

There is an important message in this. 
Today many New Age enthusiasts of the 
paranormal are seeking to recall their past 
lives; yet few realize just how distressing such 
experiences can be. This book will serve as a 
needed warning to such persons.

Riley underwent voice-stress analysis and 
several regression sessions to determine 
whether she was telling the truth or a normal 
source for her information could be traced. 
This was a naive thing to do. Voice-stress 
analysis is still controversial, no better (and 
perhaps worse) than a conventional poly­
graph examination — a procedure that is 
falling into some disrepute these days. 
Neither is there any guarantee that re­
regressing a subject (who is then asked to 
trace the source of his reincarnation memo­
ries) will always determine whether the past 
life is a fantasy or not. Although some sub­
jects will reveal where they first came upon 
the information they used to construct their 
past-life stories, the procedure is far from 
perfect.

The book concludes with a report by Lucy 
H. Huie (a friend of the author’s) on her 
successful attempt to verify Riley’s memo­
ries. This section could have been more 
detailed but it is encouraging to see this sort 
of critical evaluation appearing in a book 
intended for a general reading audience. 
Unfortunately for those seeking solid evi­
dence for reincarnation, this report brings to 
light a glaring inconsistency in Riley’s 
narrative.

Riley claims throughout her book that her 
reincarnation memories began with a series 
of past-life dreams. Huie’s appendix makes it
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clear that these dreams surfaced only e/rer 
Riley underwent an initial hypnotic regres­
sion session under the direction of a graduate 
psychology student. The text never mentions 
this crucial session.

Despite this single problem A Veil Too 
Thin is several steps above most currently 
available reincarnation-oriented autobi­
ographies.

OTHER REVIEWS 
SORCERY by J. Finley Hurley, Rout­
ledge & Kegan Paul, Boston, Mass., 1985, 
232 pages, $25.00.

Parapsychologists assign the lowest status 
to books on witchcraft and magic. Even the 
best of such books seem to conjure up dark 
images of a realm of superstition which 
psychical research is dedicated to destroying. 
Any expression of belief in the mystical pow­
ers of the occult, especially in their more 
sinister aspect, can quickly exile a potential 
parapsychologist to the fringes.

Nonetheless elements of the occult world 
have so disturbed the lives of some nonpara­
psychologists that measures sometimes 
nave had to be taken to counter them. And 
some researchers with no belief in magic 
have found the occult intruding into their 
work. Doctors in the South have had to find 
a countermagic to save patients dying from 
“witchcraft.”Psychologists have had to bring 
in telepathy to explain results from studies in 
hypnosis. Even so, only a few, such as 
anthropologist Ronald Rose, working 
among Australian aborigines, have gone so 
far as to suggest that occult powers cannot be 
reduced to negative suggestion and placebos.

In Sorcery J. Finley Hurley not only sug­
gests that there is something to magic but 
does what no modern practitioner since Eli- 
phas Levi has done: he offers a coherent 
theory, based upon a vast body of scientific 
research in many fields, to explain exactly 
how it works. Bringing together experimen­
tal data from psychology, parapsychology 
and anthropology, Hurley synthesizes and 
draws out the implications in a methodical 
step-by-step process.

He begins with a description of the un­
conscious mind and its demonstrated power 
to command the body for good or ill. He 
moves to a series of experiments pursued by 
nonparapsychologists, conducted over a
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period of years and demonstrating the ability 
of ordinary persons to be hypnotized tele­
pathically at a distance. Commands sent tele­
pathically to the unconscious of another per­
son can cause that individual to act, even 
without conscious awareness of the source or 
content of the command.

His conclusion: sorcery is real. But what of 
that hard question which has driven most of 
us away from occult explanations of the 
power of witch doctors — namely, why does 
magic seem to work so haphazardly? Even 
the “best" fails as often as not. Hurley sug­
gests that magic is not for everyone; it works 
on only a minority of the population, the 
ideal suggestible types, people who will 
respond regularly to forceful commands 
from their unconscious. Hurley believes that 
among the ideal potential types are the “right 
brain” people, those who have forsaken lin­
ear rational thinking to concentrate upon the 
cultivation of their relationship to the inner 
self, i.e., the unconscious. In Hurley's view 
one person in every three may be susceptible 
to sorcery.

There is also a second factor: the sorcerer 
needs a direct empathic contact with the vic­
tim. The old witch doctor’s desire for a lock 
of hair, a picture or a fingernail paring has 
some basis in reality.

In the end Hurley is suggesting that there 
is a dark side to the psychic which parapsy­
chologists have been ignoring in their rush to 
respectability. This dark side may have 
implications not just for psychical research 
but for society at large.

Although I am not ready to go looking for 
a secret occult group controlling or manipu­
lating world affairs, I think Hurley's argu­
ments deserve to be taken seriously. I hope 
parapsychologists and social scientists will 
take up the line of inquiry introduced in this 
remarkable book. — J. Gordon Melton.

THE MOON AND THE PLANETS edited 
by William R. Corliss, The Sourcebook 
Project, Box 107, Glen Arm, Md. 21057, 
1985,377 pages, $18.95.

The Moon and the Planets, the latest of 
William Corliss’“Anomaly Catalogs,” deals 
with mysteries of the solar system. Earth is 
not covered in this volume, nor is the sun, 
except as it interacts with the planets.

This turns out to be, unfortunately, one of

rBURIED TREASURE!
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Corliss* less interesting excursions into Fort- 
ean phenomena. That may not be his fault. 
Astronomy, by its very nature, deals with 
objects located so far away that no close-up 
experiments are possible. We are limited to 
observing them visually through telescopes, 
measuring their composition through their 
spectra and watching anything that may pass 
close to them, be ejected by them or crash 
into them.

These may be significant measures to 
some people, but compared to the drama of a 
close encounter with ball lightning, a Bigfoot 
sighting or an enormous tidal wave, they are 
not exactly the stuff of glamour. The anom­
alies with which Corliss works here are of a 
more remote and distant sort.

So 77ie Moon and the Planets is strictly 
for astronomy buffs who 1 am sure will find it 
fascinating. The volume is up to the usual 
high scholarly and editorial standards of the 
rest of the series. — Gordon Stein.

HAUNTED HEARTLAND by Beth Scott 
and Michael Norman, Stanton & Lee 
Publishers. Madison, Wis., 1985, 490 
pages. $19.95.

According to the flap copy Haunted Heart­
land is a collection of 150 “true ghost sto­
ries.” Authors Beth Scott and Michael Nor­
man themselves make no such claim. “Are 
the stories that follow true?" they ask in their 
introduction. “We honestly don’t know. And 
quite frankly, that is not the point of the 
book. What matters most, we believe, is that 
these stories have been told by the people 
involved as if they were true.”

“Yes," the very gullible or the very young 
might exclaim, “but do you, the authors, 
believe all of them or any of them?” It’s an 
impolite question and if I were the author I 
wouldn’t give a straight answer either.

The book is a collection of legends, tales 
and folklore set in the states of Illinois, Indi­
ana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio and Wisconsin. 
It’s a fat, satisfying collection. Even a reader 
well acquainted with ghostly folklore is 
going to find a few new things here.

There is the tale of Resurrection Mary, 
Chicago's version of the famed phantom 
hitchhiker. There is the “death car” which 
has a permanent awful smell because some­
one died in it. According to the authors. 

folklorist Richard Dorson traced this tale 
back to a 1929 Model A Ford in which a man 
had committed suicide. La Llorona, the 
“wailing woman,” a powerful legend among 
Mexicans and Mexican-Americans, appears 
in this Midwestern collection because the 
tale was often told in a district of Gary, Ind., 
once populated by Mexican-American steel­
workers.

In addition to these well-established folk­
tales, there are other accounts which might 
be classed as folklore in the making. For 
example, there is a sketchy, overblown 
account of the 1984 Columbus, Ohio, pol­
tergeist case.

Do tales of spontaneous human combus­
tion and the demonic windigo of the North 
Woods really qualify as “ghost stories”? 
Probably not, but why quibble? The point 
here is to tell a scary story. Of course the 
stories are always told as true, which makes 
them more effective. That doesnX mean the 
teller believes the story or that the reader 
should either. This sort of ghost story is an 
art form and it must be greeted with that 
“willing suspension of disbelief.”

The stories are blandly written. Some are 
so short that they are little more than out­
lines. But that’s just fine because the best use 
for a book like this is as a source for storytell­
ing. The teller takes the outline and adds his 
own details, perhaps setting the story some­
where nearby. 1 think every camp counselor 
in the Midwest should have a copy of this 
book, which could provide the campers with 
some memorably terrifying evenings.

The publishers tell us that a companion 
volume to be titled Haunted America is in 
preparation. I look forward to it. — Daniel

DICTIONARY OF MYSTICISM AND 
THE OCCULT by Nevill Drury, Harper & 
Row, New York, N.Y., 1985, 281 pages, 
$24.95 hardcover, $12.95 paperback.

In recent years the growing number of 
reference works has made the parapsycho­
logical and occult worlds accessible to scho­
lars for their serious consideration. Now, 
however, a reference book intended to meet 
the needs of the average reader of occult 
writing has appeared.

If you have ever had difficulty reading 
books and magazines (even articles in Fate)
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These four pages contain the 
most popular titles In the 
Venture Bookshop collection 
of literature dealing with the 
World’s Mysteries. All should 
be in your library. Please use 
the convenient order form 
attached for yourself or to 
select gifts for friends.

Sincerely,

A Classic Work By

ALLAN KARDEC
Revered Founder of Spiritism

THE SPIRITS* BOOK
“The Spiritualists’ 

Bible”

The background upon 
which all Spiritualist be­
liefs and practices are set. 
The Spirits' Book fully 
states the Principles of 
Spiritist Doctrine, Over 
ONE THOUSAND ques­
tions are answered ... all 
you’ve ever asked, and 
many you never thought 
of! This is the first English 
translation of the book, 

given to Mr. Kardec by the ascended masters 
in the middle of the last century. It is to the 
Spiritualist what the Bible is to the Christian.

Sturdy doth binding, 431 pages.

Only $14.95

A BOOK OF LIFE . . .

OAHSPE!
Such books as OAHSPE (meaning Sky, Earth 
and Spirit) are given mankind but once each 
3,000 years, at the birth of a new cycle in man’s 
evolution. OAHSPE is a key to the past, a 
panorama of the present and a preview of the 
future. OAHSPE bridges the gap between the 
Seen and Unseen Worlds, explains psychic 
phenomena in terms anyone can understand, 
floods the mind with new LIGHT on life's 
every problem.

910 pages, 95 Illustrations.
36 books in one volume.

OAHSPE tells of the spiritual forces behind the 
physical. Tremendous in scope, it embraces 
new knowledge, new worlds of which 
“modern” science as yet hardly is aware. Those 
seeking answers science cannot supply, will find 
them in this famed classic.

36 BOOKS IN ONE VOLUME AT 
A SINGLE BOOK PRICE:

Only $22.95

Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and 
mail to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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For 
Adepts 
Only

The BOOK of MEDIUMS 
By ALLAN KARDEC 

A Manual for Mediumship

Only $19.95
2. The Practice of Magical Evocation
. . . describes the little-known subject of 
conjuratory magic—one of magic's darkest 
comers. It demonstrates that wonders and the 
supernatural exist only for humans deprived of 
the basic laws of nature—and thus unable to
penetrate into its supreme laws. Included is the 
mystery of the second Tarot card.

Only $23.95
3. The Key to the True Quabbalah 
... is the cosmic language in theory and 
practice. To speak in the quabbalistic way 
means to create things out of nothing. Through 
the ages the one who was called the "master 
of the word” was always the highest initiate, 
the highest priest and the true representative of 
God. The secret of the third Tarot card is 
included.

Only $18.95

A Great Christian Leader 
Speaks Out On Survival 
■ Sherwood Eddy, one-time

all-Asia executive secretary 
of the YMCA, friend and 
associate of Gandhi and 
Nehru, man of action and 
world-renowned scholar, 
reports on 12 years of 
research into survival.

He writes of his work 
with such famous mediums 
as Arthur Ford and Edgar 

Cayce. His со-helpers included Gerald Heard, 
Upton Sinclair and Prof. William McDougall. 

From each of these great figures Eddy 
obtained the stunning evidence he sets down in 
the classic “YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER 
DEATH.”

Only $6.95
Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and 

mail to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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NEW—By FRANZ BARDON!

FRABATO 
THE MAGICIAN

Nearly 2,000 у ears ago a mysterious white 
man walked from tribe to tribe throughout 
America . . .

WAS HE JESUS?

The Prophet's sandals - archeological 
proof of His pilgrimage across our landl 

HE WALKED THE AMERICAS is the 
documented могу of this pilgrimage northward 
through South and Central America, Mexico, 
and across North America. L. Taylor Hansen, 
who devoted 25 years to collecting legends from 
scores of Indian tribes, asks this question: 
"Was this white Prophet who spoke a 
thousand languages, healed the sick, raised the 
dead, and taught in the same words He used, 
Jesus himself?"

Magnificently printed,
256 king-sized pages, hardbound,

HE WALKED THE AMERICAS 
By L Taylor Hansan 

Only $1в.9в
Order today! Complete the handy order form attached and 

mall to Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 9ОО35

WORLD’S MOS1 
FAMOUS SEER 
How He 
Foretold

Only S14.SS

DO DEMON SPIRITS
Threaten the Wor/d?

In a gripping book on his 30 years of 
research, Dr. Carl A. Wickland has

BUT THERE IS HOPEI
Trained psychics can rescue victims of spirit posses 
sion — exorcising evil entities and helping confused 
spirits. Dr. Wickland'i, “JO Years Among the Dead" 
was almost unobtainable here until we got this soft- 
bound edition. 390 pages.

Only $7.96
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95

YOU ARE 
PSYCHIC 

Learn to Use 
Your Own Powers 
In 10 Ему Lessons

The lite world-famous medium 
Sophia Williams reveals the secreu 
of a lifetime. She describes the five

Ancient & Authentic 
TAROT CARDS and Instruction

• AUTHENTIC TAROT 
CARDS, in 7 colors — from 
designs 500 years old! The 78 
beautifully detailed cards are 
printed in Switzerland for use 
with our Tarot book.
• THE TAROT OF THE 
BOHEMIANS enables you to 
practice the art of Tarot read­
ing in the genuine tradition. 
This 19th Century volume 
provides all the knowledge you 
need to use the Tarot for divin­
ing the future. 361 pages, soft-

Cards and Book: Only $17.95

ORDER FORM VENTURE BOOKSHOP, D«pt. C
Complete and mail to: P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 90035
Enclosed Is my □ check □ money order for $____________ .which Includes $1.00
per Item postage & handling. Please rush Items indicated below to -me.
Name _________________________________________________________________
Street _________________________________________________________________
City State Zip

Quan. Title Price each Total
The Spirits Book $14.95
Oahspel 22.95
Initiation into Hermetic* 19.95
The Practice of Magical Evocation 23.95
The Key to the True Quabbalah 18.95
The Book of Mediums 14.95
You Will Survive After Death 8.95
Frabato the Magician 10.95
He Walked the Americas 16.95
Prophecies of Nostradamus 14.95
30 Years Among the Dead 7.95
Set Tarot Cards & Book 17.95
You Are Psychic 2.95

Postage & Handling Charges: Sub-total
$1.00 per item. U.S. $2.00 Foreign. Post. Hndlg.
Satisfaction or refund guaranteed. Total Amt.
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because the terms used and individuals men­
tioned were unknown to you, Nevill Drury’s 
Dictionary of Mysticism and the Occult 
should help you. Its 3000 entries cover the 
whole of occult jargon from abracadabra to 
zombie and identify a host of fascinating 
personalities such as alchemist Avicenna, 
magician Kenneth Grant and novelist Den­
nis Wheatley.

The entries are brief, with just enough 
information to identify quickly the subject 
matter and get you back to your book or 
magazine a better-informed reader. Drury, 
an accomplished observer-participant of the 
occult, has performed a valuable service in 
preparing this inexpensive reference tool 
which should find a place in your library 
next to Leslie Shepard's more substantive 
Encyclopedia of Parapsychology and the 
Occult (reviewed in August 1985 Fate).—Z 
Gordon Melton.

BEYOND MIND by W.E.R. Mons, Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., York Beach, Maine, 1985, 
255 pages, $8.95, paperback.

The problem with W.E.R. Mons’ Beyond

Mind is not that it lacks interesting informa­
tion or provocative theories (it abounds with 
intriguing facts and insights) but that it fails 
to follow the first rule of good writing: stick 
to the main thesis. Quite simply, Mons has a 
tendency to ramble on various points (from a 
historical survey of the mind to the historical 
details of Christ's life) without properly con­
necting his differing thoughts in a persua­
sive, intelligent way. The result is a poorly 
constructed book which is long on fascinat­
ing vignettes but remarkably short on a 
compelling and unifying theme.

Although Mons sees an evolutionary force 
(“God of Psychic Power”) which draws 
man’s mind toward a spiritual dimension, his 
arguments are jumpy and at times dubious. 
For instance, he writes that “the hallucina­
tions [LSD] produced proved totally useless 
for science.” In fact, LSD has served as a 
great catalyst for further understanding of 
the potentials of the mind (see my “Science, 
Mysticism and Dr. Grof," April 1984 Fate). 
This is but one example of Mons’ unfortu­
nate penchant for quick judgments on sub­
jects he knows little about.

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of

WESTERN SHAMBALLA
From the mystical Church and College of the Brotherhood, high in the Rocky Moun 
tains, these lectures by Doreal. founder of the Brotherhood of the White Temple, are 
now made available: each in booklet form.

$2.00 each;

Astro-Chemical Analysis 
The Authentic St. Germain 
Symbolism of the Life of Jesus 
Reincarnation. Life After Death

6 for $10.00

Mysteries of Mt. Shasta 
Atlantis & Lemuria 
Christ and the Last Days 
Concentration and Relaxation

FOUR GOSPELS (Interpretation), By Doreal ...........$5.00
Four Planes of Healing, By Doreal ............................. 5.00
Symbolism of the Great Pyramid, By Doreal.............. 2.50

You are invited to write for free literature comprising “Master Of Destiny.” our maga 
zine “Light on the Path." and a copy of our weekly Truth Sheet. No obligation.

BROTHERHOOD OF THE WHITE TEMPLE, INC. 
Dept. F, Sedalia, Colorado 80135
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Mons' work is his criticism of Christianity 
which comprises a major section of Part 
Three. Mons concludes that the evolution­
ary development of the mind proceeds de­
spite religion, not necessarily because of it. 
He argues, “There is no need for yet another 
new religion since the approach of this Spirit 
is an individual and not a collective effort 
and is subject to different levels of aptitude 
and of common sense.”

Beyond Mind is a useful work, disjointed 
as it may be, for its wealth of information. 
But as a comprehensive outline of the evolu­
tion of the mind it does not compare, even 
slightly, with Ken Wilber’s Up From Eden 
(1981), which provides what Mons does not: 
a well-written, persuasive argument for 
man’s continuing spiritual development. — 
David Christopher Lane.

WHY CULTS SUCCEED WHERE THE 
CHURCH FAILS by Ronald M. Enroth 
and J. Gordon Melton, Brethren Press, 
Elgin, III., 1985,133 pages. $6.95, paper­
back.

“Cults"—a pejorative term often used to 

describe new religious movements — seem to 
be a permanent feature of late-20th-Century 
American life. These groups, based on East­
ern religion. Western occultism or Christian 
deviationism, are a source of continuing fas­
cination to the media, which typically are 
drawn to the most exotic, ludicrous or 
menacing examples.

Even those of us who are not evangelical 
Christians may be tempted to agree with 
Ronald Enroth, conservative Christian soci­
ologist, that “cult leaders are . . . false 
teachers and false prophets." One does not 
have to believe, as Dr. Enroth does, that 
“real demonic forces" are at work to see evil 
in a Jim Jones.

Is there reason to be alarmed? Enroth 
thinks so. J. Gordon Melton disagrees and, 
in the long exchange that comprises Why 
Cults Succeed Where the Church Fails, wins 
the argument. Dr. Melton, director of the 
Institute for the Study of American Religion 
(headquartered at the University of Califor­
nia at Santa Barbara), remarks that “the 
worst thing 1 can say about most groups is 
that for a few years they waste people's 
time.”

(Advertisement)

GOD SAITH: “BEHOLD, 
... the selfishness of man hath made the world a place of 
wretchedness. The people are in misery and want. Go then, 
quickly to them, and provide a remedy.” Oahspe, v. 12 & 13, 
p. 773.

Let us “Go then, quickly to them, and provide a remedy.” 
Let us fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of Eternity. 
The All Perfect, All Person, All One: the I Am, what ye say 
when ye say I am.

For the Oahspe bible can so do. The Oahspe bible is a 
thousand times more able and available than the atom bomb. 
It can redeem the world from its wretched state into “The 
Promised Land.”

Let us “Go then, quickly to them,” and promote the 
Oahspe bible to speak; and redeem the world from its 
wretched state into "The Promised Land.”

P.O. Box 1028, Joshua Tree, CA 92252



When you look into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what do you see? A point 
of light on which to meditate? Psychic images? Or do you seek a self-hypnotic experience, 
a light trance state, a transcendental insight?

F. W. H. MYERS, the famed psychic researcher,

“Few phenomena are more fantastic than true 
crystal vision. Perhaps one man or woman in 20 
will experience it. The vision often begins with a 
milky clouding of the ball, coming at the beginning 
of a series of pictures

We offer for immediate delivery gorgeous, opti­

cal Acrylic Plexiglass balls in 4-inch, 3-inch, 
2'/:-inch and 2-inch sizes. These balls are the finest 
obtainable anywhere at any price! They are the 
result of a years-long search for a method of 
producing the high-quality balls required by occult 
experimenters. Order the ball that best fits your 
needs and begin your adventures in the age-old 
science of Visualization today.!

A At $16.95 this 2-lnch ball represents a great value 
for the new student. Plus postage-handling—see 
below.
В For $21.95 this beautiful 2Vi-lnch ball effectively 
meets the requirements of most researchers. Plus 
postage-handling—see below.
C This 3-lnch ball at $38.95 Is suitable for advanced 
occult work and combines Impressive size with 
moderate cost. Plus postage-handling—see below.

D The 4-lnch ball at $99.95 Is one of the largest and 
finest available In the world today. It Is uncondition­
ally guaranteed. Plus postage-handling—see below.

Each ball comes with attractive sculpted stand and 
authentic instructions. (Because of current availability, 
stands may differ from those illustrated.)

Please add postage-handling: Balls A, B, $1.50 U.S.. 
$2.50 Foreign; Ball C, $2.50 U.S., $3.50 Foreign; Ball D, 
$4.50 U.S., $6.50 Foreign.

THE VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P O Bos 249
Highland Park IL 60035
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This readable, insightful book, essentially 

a long conversation between two evangelical 
Christians addressing an evangelical Chris­
tian reading audience, examines a broad 
range of issues, one of them — of special 
concern to Fate readers - the nature of 
paranormal experience. Enroth believes that, 
when a paranormal experience such as heal­
ing occurs outside a Christian context, it 
“comes from the powers of darkness. . . . 
Counterfeit miracles ... are performed by 
people who are empowered by Satan and his 
emissaries.” Melton argues that psi is simply 
a natural ability which, like any other natu­
ral ability, can be put to positive or negative 
use.

He has some revealing things to say about 
Satanism, observing in effect that, since it 
did not exist, Christians had to invent it. 
“The material that carries Satanism, from 
year to year, decade to decade, century to 
century, is books on Satan and Satanism by 
Christians,” he remarks. “There is no group 
of Satanists that survives from generation to 
generation to carry on the tradition. Each 
generation of Satanists has been newborn. It 
basically discovered Satanism by taking the 
books of people who wrote about it, i.e., 
against it, and decided, ‘Hey, that’s a really 
neat thing, let’s do it.’"

Melton attacks anticult literature as 
grossly sensational and woefully inaccurate. 
The idea that cult members should be “de­
programmed” appalls him. “I think of 
deprogrammers in the same way as I think of 
rapists,” he says. “Deprogramming is noth­
ing less than a violation of everything we 
stand for in this country in terms of individ­
ual freedom.”

Although alarmists depict “cults" as insid­
ious new groups invented by greedy or 
power-mad manipulators, in fact many of 
the most prominent of these groups are 
nothing but old religions moving into a new 
cultural environment. They represent, Mel­

ton says, “the missionary arm of the East. All 
of the trends suggest that just as Christianity 
was carried around the world in the last cen­
tury, so Hinduism and Buddhism will be in 
this century. The United States will soon be a 
microcosm of the world religious situation.” 

Melton, who admirably blends devotion 
to Christianity with commitment to demo­
cratic pluralism, says that “we evangelicals ... 
have got to learn to get along with our non­
evangelical neighbors. Interreligious strife is 
not just counterproductive, it is downright 
hurtful." — Jerome Clark.

ALSO NOTABLE
WITCH AMONGST US by Lota Bourne, Robert 
Hate, London, England, 1985,208 pages, £8.96.

Bourne recounts her life as a practicing 
witch and occultist, describing her numerous 
paranormal adventures and visionary expe­
riences. Some of these are frankly difficult to 
believe but sympathetic readers will not let 
doubts get in the way of their enjoyment of a 
good story.
THE GREAT SEA SERPENT CONTROVERSY: 
A CULTURAL STUDYbyPaul Lester, Protean 
Edgbaston, Birmingham BI6 OER, England’ 
19M. 24 oaoes. $2.00. oaoerback.

This long essay on the 19th Century's 
" ‘great unknown’ of science" examines this 
still-unresolved cryptozoological question 
from the perspective of its effect on society, 
showing what the image of "large, elongated 
animate objects in the sea" meant to scientists, 
poets, novelists, hucksters, sailors and ordi­
nary folk. Lester has made a welcome contri­
bution to the serious literature on scientific 
anomalies.
SECRETS OF THE RUNES by James M. Pater­
son, Northern Arts Publishers, 2018 Baxter 
Ave., Superior, WIs. 54880, 1985, 74 pages, 
$12.00, paperback.

Peterson, a conscientious scholar, has writ­
ten what may be the best book yet on rune 
magic and divination. His book and a set of 
handmade runes (with muslin bag) are being 
sold as a package for $35.00.

X
JAILED SUSPECT FINDS LAWYER NEARBY

A DRUNK-driving suspect was booked at the Tillamook County (Oregon) jail 
/хоп March 9,1984, and immediately asked to see his lawyer. He was surprised 
to find the lawyer in the next cell—among nine people who were staying in the 
jail overnight to inspect the conditions in the refurbished $800,000 facility. After 
consulting with his lawyer, the suspect was released.



— REPORT FROM THE —

These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments Send your opinion 
of articles and stones of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth Pl., Highland 
Park. Ш 60035

WITHOUT EQUAL
I am writing to tell you how much I enjoy 

Fate.
When I was in high school in southwest 

suburban Chicago in the 1960’s 1 first discov­
ered Fate in our local pharmacy. I still 
remember reading about the Socorro UFO 
incident and I recall well the interest it gener­
ated in our family.

I ended up in suburban Boston 20 years 
later and one day I rediscovered Fate in a 
pharmacy in Lexington, Mass. I felt as if 1 
had found an old friend.

From my examination of Fate, I deter­
mined that very little in the magazine had 
changed. Fate has not deviated from its 
avowed aim of candidly and objectively dis­
cussing the mysteries of the world.

Fate remains without equal in its field. 
—David C. Siedlar, Carlisle, Mass.

DANGERS OF DEMYTHOLOGIZING
Garman Lord’s conclusion (in “Myth of 

the Christmas Star,” December 1985 Fate) 
that the Magi surely saw “some astrological 
figure in their calculations which foretold to 
them.. .the imminence of some great event" 
is a perfectly good explanation of what the 
Christmas star may have been, but it’s not a 
radical or even very new explanation. Un­
imaginatively conservative biblical commen­
tators have been suggesting this for more 
than a century. (See, for example, Alford's 
Greek New Testament, first published in 
1849 and still much admired by fundamen­
talist scholars.)

Still, the hypothesis is probably new 
enough to justify an article for the general 
reading public and I wouldn't bother to 
comment on it except that Lord skated onto 
thin ice in presenting himself as an authority 
on the language and history of the Hellenis­
tic world.

First, his saying "Caesar sent out a decree 
that all the world was to be polled. . . .” 
presents us with a peculiar translation of a 
straightforward Greek word — apographes- 
thai, the future passive infinitive of apogra- 
pho (to write down or enter on a list). Why 
polled! The King James Version says,".. .all 
the world should be taxed...."— an obvious 
mistranslation as all modern KJV editions 
note — but polled! Why not simply listed!

At any rate. Lord goes on with his demy­
thologization: ". . . There is no record that 
any Caesar ever did anything of the kind." 
On the contrary. Not only was the Roman 
census an established state function (three of 
these occurred during the reign of Augustus) 
but the emperor also apparently ordered an 
extraordinary census, one not connected 
with taxation or limited to the provinces of 
the Empire — which Judea, as a matter of 
fact, was not. Tacitus, Suetonius and Dio 
Cassius all mention this rationarium totius 
imperii. Ample record exists — and Lord 
would have stumbled across it had he merely 
ambled as far as the Oxford Classical Dic­
tionary which can be found in almost any 
public library.

Ironically, Lord misses a stormy scholarly 
issue that is involved here. The question is
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LEADING NEW ENGLAND 
PSYCHOMETRIST & MEDIUM 
Reading on cassette tape.

Send 3 handwritten 
Questtons, $15.

CEIL LEWONCHUK 
210 St. James Ave. 

Springfield, MA 01109

NEW YORK'S FAVORITE SEER
NOW OFFERS INSIGHTFUL READINGS BY MAH.
S question* answered SI0. Pul or present Life RendinsSJO. Send 
full name and birth date - REV. BRIAN HARTIG. 8J-I» 
II* St, Bos ЭЕ. Richmond HBL NY 11411

YOUR LUCK Y N AMR к 

AKASHIC READING
Amazing Impressions of your two past Ilves, telling 
who, what and where "you were—your loves, talents, 
etc. Send $30, photo (returned) and birth date, place. 
Rev. E. Hessel. 18 Barbey St.. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207

Clients say: “AMAZING RESULTS!” 
insightful answers to 3 questions, $7 & postage. 
Counsel, wonder-working prayer on problems: money, 
well-being, happiness, $12,—Rev. Jeanette Molus, 
P.O.Box 188, Northridge, CA 81321

[SUBSCRIBERS-Please Note | 
I Occasionally Fate rents Its subscriber lists to ■ 

select mailers with worthwhile F*Te-type offers. 
In every case we divulge only names and 1 

I addresses. Our policy is to remove from the rental I 
I lists the names of those averse tomaillngs. If you I 
I wish your name removed, please notify us and I 
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not whether there was a census but which 
one was it? We know there was a census in 
A.D. Six when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria but that's too late, nearly a decade after 
Herod’s death. Whether Quirinius had also 
previously been Syrian Proconsul and wheth­
er at that time there had been an irregular 
census (perhaps the rationariuntT) — that’s 
where the really interesting question of 
Luke’s accuracy lies.

So eager is Lord to display his Greek that 
he overlooks another eyebrow-raising asser­
tion. Fussing over whether the Magi, in the 
east, saw the star: the Magi saw the star in the 
east; or the Magi simply saw the star “rising” 
— and consequently where in the sky they 
might have seen it — Lord utterly ignores the 
Lucan assertion that the Magi did not follow 
the star but that it led them.

Unfortunately, Lord’s dazzling display of 
linguistic virtuosity was not worth the time 
he spent. The star wasn't “rising." Had it 
been, the Greek would have read en te ana- 
tole autou instead of just en te anatole. Once 
Lord’s preferred reading is dismissed, how­
ever, the issue of whether the Magi in the east 
saw the star or the Magi saw the star in the 
east hardly seems worth the ink spilled over 
it

In short, your author has ignored the most 
startlingly mythic element in the story: a star 
(not just an horary configuration) that pre­
ceded the Magi until it came to a stop right 
above Bethlehem. And while someone might 
have to be knowledgeable about the New 
Testament to know that the astrological 
explanation is not new, anyone who’s ever 
heard the story must know that the star 
wasn’t followed; it led.

How could Fate's editors let someone 
who claimed to be unraveling the myth of the 
Christmas star miss the biggest target in the 
story? Had they not heard the story before 
either? — J.L. Jonsson, Long Beach. Calif.

» • *
As a longtime Fate reader, I was disap­

pointed in Garman Lord's “Myth of the 
Christmas Star." He falls into the category of 
those who refused to believe that human 
beings from earth actually walked on the 
moon, saying that it was all a “Hollywood 
show”! These people simply refused to be­
lieve because the moon walk did not fit their 
criteria for facts.

Lord also succumbs to a wrong definition 
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of “myth," believing it is simply a fanciful 
tale. A myth is actually a story that is tem­
porally false but eternally true. Attempting 
to deny spiritual truths with earthly criteria 
cannot succeed. — Peter B. Tompkins, Mys­
tic, Conn.

• • •
Wise readers of Fate will smilingly dis­

miss Garman Lord's “Myth of the Christmas 
Star." He is debunking beliefs held by wise 
men down through dim ages past. — Luke 
Gordon Thomas, Tracy, Calif.

Garman Lord recounts many of the prob­
lems associated with accepting the star of the 
Magi and the account of Jesus’ birth as his­
torical fact. In opting for Kepler’s solution of 
the star as an astrological event. Lord latches 
onto the most popular way of accounting for 
the absence of the star from historical records 
of the period.

Raymond E. Brown, in his exhaustive 
exegesis of the Jesus' infancy narratives, 
argues cogently that the story of the star is 
essentially a rewrite of the Old Testament 
story of Balaam, a magus from the east 
accompanied by two servants who speak of a 
star rising from Jacob. The similarities be­
tween the accounts may be coincidence but I 
find an ultimately more elegant quality in 
this solution than in those involving astro­
logical events or, for that matter, ufological 
events such as those offered by the dazzling 
remythologizers Kenneth Boa and William 
Proctor in Return of the Star of Bethelehem.

A star heralding great events was an old 
mythological device by the time of the gos­
pels and can be found associated with the 
births of such figures as Alexander of 
Macedon and Augustus Caesar. The func­
tion of the Christmas star is mythic in intent 
and thus anyone who tries to explain it in 
historical terms is probably misguided. — 
Martin S. Kottmeyer, Carlyle, III.

A HILL OF WATER
Many other readers will no doubt point 

out that the sea-surface contour map repro­
duced with C. J. Marrow’s article “The Hole 
in the Bermuda Triangle” (December 1985 
Fate) does not show any “circular depres­
sion, 25 miles in diameter and 50 feet deep” 
in the sea level near Bermuda. What it shows 
is an elliptical elevation in sea level about 60 
by 80 miles in size and five or six meters (15
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WHO CARES?
/ Do! Dissatisfied with Computer Inter­
preted Astrology? I offer personalized 
quality analysis of growth and coping po­
tentials in relationships, career, money, 
etc. Natal Chart-Futurekast Combination 
(2 full charts) $80.00. Chart Comparisons 
$45. Learn how to make positive use of 
your signs. Send birthdate, time, place to 
Victoria Wentworth, Astrologer-Consul­
tant, 529 Court St, P.O. Box 733, Reading, 
PA 19803. Free follow-up consultation. 

or 20 feet) high which is centered on Ber­
muda or very nearly so.

As Marrow says, this water hill must be 
due to the gravitational attraction of some 
local mass-concentration (“mascon"). But is 
the effect so anomalous that the Bermuda 
Islands themselves can't be the “mascon" 
responsible? Is it really necessary to conclude 
that some much denser object, such as a 
gigantic nickel-iron meteorite, must lie be­
neath Bermuda? — Alexander Mebane, 
Venice, Fla. 

St. Madonna’s Temple of Light

P.O. Box 4307, Mountain View, CA 94040

THE CROTSENBURG AFFAIR
Just because there's no mention of UFO 

activity in St. Louis, Mo., newspapers for 
August and September 1896 doesn’t mean 
Pearl Chenoweth's story is unreliable (“Cat­
tle-Killing UFO of 1896," November 1985 
Fate).

The summer of 1896 saw the mysterious 
Crotsenburg affair which Charles Fort men­
tions in Book of the Damned. In a letter 
published in Monthly Weather Review for 
August 1898, C. N. Crotsenburg relates that 
he and another clerk were riding in a mail car 
on a train passing through Trenton, Mo., 
while a heavy rain was falling. Looking up, 
Crotsenburg and his companion saw “a light 
that appeared to be round and of a dull rose 
color and seemed to be about a foot in 
diameter." The rose-colored UFO floated 
about 100 feet from the ground at first, then 
soared to a point midway between the hori­
zon and the zenith and followed the train 
north to Lineville, Iowa. It continued flying 
north and Crotsenburg lost sight of it behind 
the Lineville depot.

The Midwest suffered a severe drought 
that summer, as Mrs. Chenoweth relates, 
which broke at the end of August in a series

ENLIGHTENMENT: Take This Step Toward It Now.
Apply for a SOUL-ATTUNEMENT READING, focused upon the 
individual nature of your Soul-Self. Channeled from DR. JOHN, a 
Cosmic Teacher of expanded wisdom, deep compassion and gentle 
humor, who has channeled through Grace Wittenberger in trance 
lectures and personal readings for over 30 years. DR. JOHN and your 
own Guides join in a Cosmic Teamwork to help you toward 
Enlightenment. A SOUL-LIFE READING is also available. Send self­
addressed, stamped *10 envelope for further information to:

COSMIC ENERGY & MAN ALIGNED
Grace Wittenberger

4650 Kester Ave. - *226, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
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of heavy thunderstorms. It appears that the 
Crotsenburg sighting took place a week or so 
after the Chenoweth encounter and it is no­
table that the two sightings took place at 
opposite ends of Missouri, Crotsenburg's in 
the extreme north and Mrs. Chenoweth's 
about 700 miles to the south.

Mrs. Chenoweth's cattle mutilation story 
is extremely interesting in light of Charles 
Fort’s statement that 1896 was a time when 
“someone, or something, was doing a lot of 
collecting.” — Joseph Trainor, Attleboro, 
Mass.

The fact that no UFO-related stories were 
found in St. Louis newspapers for August 
and September 1896 can be explained. Some­
times newspapers print different editions for 
different geographical areas. The editor may 
have decided that UFO stories would appeal 
to rural customers but not to city dwellers 
and he may have published them only in the 
rural editions. The metropolitan editions are 
the ones filed away in the archives and per­
haps these were consulted by Fate editors. 
— Harry F. Rohmer, Mobile, Ala.

VIEWS OF EVIL
Willis Margaret Matern's “Miracle of 

Evil" (December 1985 Fate) is typical Chris­
tian balderdash — seeing evil where it does 
not exist and trying to label all mysteries that 
do not sit well as works of the devil.

If Christianity had been full-blown at the 
time of Christ, Jesus would have been burned 
at the stake. — J. M., Detroit, Mich.

Somehow it is impossible for me to see evil 
in Willis Margaret Matern's protagonist 
Walter. I found myself loving him. How 
could training and loving a dog, caring for a 
garden, cooking lovely meals, teaching 
young people and finally fulfilling a desire 
for oranges make him evil?

I am afraid that Matem, like many others, 
believes that when anything out of the ordi­
nary occurs it is the work of the devil instead 
of seeing such a gifted man as Walter as one 
of God’s own. They hung a gentle man like 
this on the cross. — Anne M. Collins, Char­
lotte. N. C.

DISSENTERS
While I enjoyed Paul Eno’s “Bara-Hack... 

Village of Voices" (October-November 1985
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Fate), I must say 1 cannot see any “baby” on 
a tree branch and the “face” on the Higgin­
botham grave-marker may be due simply to 
the aging of the stone.

I have yet to see a face or figure in this type 
of picture that cannot be explained away as 
foliage or shadow effect. — John Philip Bes­
ser, Butler, Pa.

• • •
If indeed “ghosts” are only some psychic 

residuum, as Paul Eno implies in his article 
on Bara-Hack, wouldn4 it be possible for 
living persons to leave these impressions in a 

many years? In 
be of the living 

too. Right? — Sherley Imerti, Long Island 
City. N. Y.

Paul F. Eno gives vivid descriptions that 
remind me of my own experiences.

In the summers after I moved to the coun­
try (not far from Pomfret Township) in 1949, 
I worked outdoors clearing woods, digging a 
well and building a shelter. On several occa­
sions I heard voices, especially the laughter 
of a crowd of children so unmistakable that 
more than once I walked down through the 
woods to where Bear Den Brook crosses a 
comer of my property. I never found the 
children although the sounds moved rapidly 
up and down the brook below my position. 
Although distinctly audible, the voices were 
probably too faint and high-pitched to have 
recorded well, especially near the brook 
where they tended to be drowned out by the 
gurgle of water plopping over stone and 
ledge and the remains of an old sawmill dam. 
After several fruitless searches it dawned on 
me that the voices were echoes or overtones 
from the falling water and were peculiar to 
summer weather conditions.

Then one evening, from the opposite direc­
tion, I heard the excited sounds of a ball 
game in the neighboring meadow so clearly 
that I could catch a word now and then. I 
walked over to see what was going on. 
Nothing! The closer I came to what seemed 
the source of the sounds, the fainter the 
voices became. Finally I deduced that atmo­
spheric conditions were letting me in on activ­
ities in a mill settlement a halt mile or more 
up the Westfield River valley.

Conceivably a springing branch in bushy 
woods could have snatched off Marcel 

(Continued on page 127)
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MYSTICAL POWER can be developed! Priceless 
teachings. Opening the third eye. Brainaerobics* 
increase mental capacity, crystal power, introduc­
tion to meditation. Oriental Sexual Secrets and 
more. Send $5.00 for sample tape and audio/ visual 
catalog today, guaranteed experience!—United 
Yoga Institute, 3213 Central N.E., Dept. F, Albu­
querque, NM 87106. 505/255-2900

WANT TO TRY something old? For thousands of 
years aromatics have been used for spirituality, 
sensuality, magic and healing. Now Rhizotome 
creates the opportunity to discover the wonderful 
world of essential oils and connect with a tradition 
that originates in Ancient Egypt and AyurVeda. 
Free catalog. — Rhizotome, Box 588, Boulder, CO 
80306. Wholesale/retail

COMPUTERIZED HOROSCOPES, individually 
interpreted. Excellent personality reading. Send 
$25.00, name, address, date, time and place of birth 
to: Don, 1309 Fairfield, El Paso, TX 79925
GIFTED VISIONARY Answers five personal 
questions, $ 10.00. Send birth data, photo. — Brian 
Seabrook, P.O. Box 31022, Phoenix, AZ 85046
FREE ASTROLOCICAL luck forecast with sub­
scription to bi-monthly newsletter. — Astrology 
and Parapsychology Today. Send $18.00 with 
birth date to Newsletter A, 75 Aho Dr., Oak View, 
CA 93022
HALLEY'S COMET Commemorative coin. Limit­
ed edition with display case. $9.95 ppd. МС/ VISA 
orders, call RCK Scientific toll-free: 1-800-86- 
COMET.
ASTROLOGICAL COUNSELING especially for 
those who wish to grow spiritually. Personal, not 
computerized. Contact: Melissa Morris, P.O. Box 
10252, Raleigh, NC 27605
ASTROLOGY and assorted Christian Spiritualist 
lessons, services and supplies. For free informa­
tion, write: Triumvirate Society, 317 E. La Palma 
#59, Anaheim, CA 92801

CHANGE YOUR DESTINY. Ancient astrology 
secrets reveal how. Free details. Send SASE to: 
JBS, Box 6072, Evansville. IN 47712
VEDIC ASTROLOGY of mystic India by Shyam 
Sundar. Send long SASE to SRIVAS, #114,4255 
LBJ Freeway, Dallas TX 75234

PERSONAL BIORHYTHM. Send name, address 
and birth date, $4.00 for six months ($1.00/one 
month) to: Alford Enterprises, Dept. F, Box 188, 
Wheeler. IN 45393

ARE YOU SEARCHING? Free catalog listing 
many books in the field of parapsychology, com­
parative religions, gems and stones, astrology and 
other related subjects. — Hiawatha Book Co., 
7567 N.E. 102 Ave., Bondurant, 1A 50035
SOULMATES by Tomval-Valtom. None can enter 
the Realm of Spirit until joined as one with their 
mate of soul. Discover the truth, not concept or 
theory. $6.95 ppd. to St. Thomas Publishers, 4831 
SE PoweU Blvd., S-1043, Portland, OR 97206
WANTED: Books about misers. Any miser title. 
- The Miser Buyer, 311 Walnut, Helena, AR 
72342 
125 RARE FATES! 1958-1977. Perfect. $275.00. 
(collector). — P.S., Apartment 30,10 Morton St., 
New York, NY 10014
OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOUND. Send wants. 
Five different 2,000+ catalogs. $2.00 each. AU, 
$8.00. - Booklook. 51W Maple Ave., Warwick, 
NY 10990
RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog of 
psychic books, includes tapes for meditation and 
relaxation. Send $100 which applies to first order. 
- P.O. Box 9843, Greensboro, NC 27429
HYBRED BEINGS! Left Earth before Noah's 
flood, returned afterward! “Mighty Men.” Human 
genetics enhanced! Authoritative source, definitive 
work. Content guaranteed. Request “Aliens," 
$3.00.—Compendium Publishing, Box 72073, 
Roselle, IL 60172
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KNOW WHEN TO ACT, when to delay, what to 
expect, whom you will meet. Consult Tables of the 
Planetary Hours, $8.00 ppd.—Ed Brough, Box 
6531, Ventura, CA 93006
MAGICIAN—His Training and Work. Classic 
guide to Hermetics for beginning magicians. $3.50.— 
Woodlawn Books, 3407 Woodlawn, Victoria, TX 
77901
DISCOVER THE GURU in you. 5,000 years old 
“Gita" considered by mystics to be the hand book of 
yoga and meditation. Over 800 pages with color 
illustrations. Send $5.00 to: Northwest Publica­
tions, 2000 Center St., Suite 100, Berkeley, CA 
94704. $6.00 refund if not completely satisfied.
WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: “Man Know 
Thyself," “Be Thy Real Self,” “Meditation and 
Cosmic Consciousness" and many others. Infor­
mation: send self-addressed stamped envelope,— 
Magi Center, Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969
CURRENT BOOKS and tapes by mail at very 
special prices. Western occultism, astrology, Qaba- 
lah, magick. Tarot, rare occult classics, etc. Send 
for free catalog of many hundreds of items.—G A 
A Enterprises, 30310 Circle R Lane, Valley Center, 
CA 92082 
25 EFFECTIVE astral projection techniques, 
$3.00.—Diskinetics, Box 52191-A, Tulsa, OK 
74152 
19 ANCIENT MANTRAS from India! Improve 
your life. Guaranteed. Beautiful color illustrated 
book. 142 pages of ancient knowledge. Send only 
$6.95 postpaid to: Northwest Publishing, 2000 
Center St. #100, Berkeley, CA 94704
IS MAN A FREE AGENT? Or do the stars rule his 
life? Read the amazing answer. Softcover books, 
$11.95 postpaid.-Mystic Jhamom Publishers, Box 
904-C8, Santa Maria, CA 93456
SPIRITUAL HEALING REVEALED. Everyone 
has the ability. Free information. Write: Arrow 
Books, Box 11 IF, Brewton, AL 36427
HUMAN AURA REVEALS SECRET of psychic 
energy! Swami Panchadasi’s exciting book tells 
how you can use your Vital Life Force for personal 
achievement. Send $2.95,—META, Box 6064H A, 
Long Island City, NY 11106
COLLECTOR’S EDITION UFO BOOKS, video 
tapes.—Genesis, Drawer JJ, Munds Park, AZ 
86017

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, metaphys­
ics, all facets of standard occult. Free catalog of 
Weiser publications if you send $ 1.00 to cover pos­
tage to: Samuel Weiser, Inc., Box 612, York Beach, 
ME 03910

FREE CIRCULAR. Self improvement books. 
Send large self-addressed envelope.-Wiertel’s En- 
terprise, 308 Ogden St., Winter Haven, FL 33880
FREE SPIRITUAL BOOKS, 100 overstocked 
spiritual books, 99c each. Plus free books!—AUM 
Publishers, Dept. 110, 86-24 Parsons Blvd., Ja­
maica, NY 11432
HYPNOSIS, RELIGION, PSYCHIC PHENOM­
ENA. “Hypno-Mysticism. $9.95.—Zoist, Box 304, 
Miami Springs, H. 33266-0304
NEVER WON ANYTHING? Anyone can win 
sweepstakes, contest! Free details.—Research, Box 
618, Coming, CA 96021

HOW TO CAST LOVE SPELLS—Bible magic! 
guaranteed. Send $6.00 to: Sandler, 19-E West 
Park Merchantville, NJ 08109
UFO/FORTEAN LITERATURE. Free list.— 
Orphic Books, 18533 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 200, Nor- 
thndge, CA 91324________________________
STOP DYING—Live Forever, Learn mysteries, 
eternal life. Write— Divinamics, Box 1867-F, Cov­
ina, CA 91722
RARE ESOTERIC BOOKS and papers. Most not 
available elsewhere. SASE.—Jaqua, M-735, RD. 
7, Napoleon, OH 43545
GOD SPEAKS IN SILENCE. Discover for your­
self using simple yet powerful meditation tech­
niques in free booklet: Meditation, Dept. 109, Box 
32433, Jamaica. NY 11431
OUTOF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035-FEver- 
ding. Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants
JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof Fla­
vius Josephus created fictional Jesus, authored 
Gospels, Scholarly booklet, $4.00.—Vector, Box 
6215-M, Bellevue, WA 98008
MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How to 
make it work for you. Quick, easy method for 
developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95.— 
META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, NY 11106
RUDOLF STEINER’S BOOKS on spiritual sci­
ence, reincarnation, meditation, karma, medicine, 
esoterics. Christology. Free catalog.—Anthropo- 
sophic Press, 258 Hungry Hollow Rd., Suite 20, 
Spring Valley, NY 10977
136+ BIBLICAL CONTRADICTIONS, more! 
$3.00.—Crusade Publications, Box 200, Red- 
mond, WA 98052
MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How to influ­
ence others with your thoughts. Dominate power! 
Amazing book reveals secrets of mind power you 
need to achieve success, happiness. Send $2.95. 
Guaranteed.—META, Box 6064FS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106
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ASTRAL WORLD reveals life's mysteries! Swami 
Panchadasi's powerful new book gives you the 
secret key to astral projection. Send $2.95. Guaran­
teed.-META. Box 6064FA, Long Island City, 
NY 11106
INFLUENCE OTHERS with mind controi-Hyp- 
noso-instant memory! Book, $10.00.—SMS Enter­
prises, 12428 NE Halsey, Suite 41, Portland, OR 
97230
AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, by Hal 
Banks. An absorbing, practical course pursuing the 
world beyond the 5 senses. Explores reincarnation, 
spiritualism, the ouija board, parapsychology, ap­
paritions, hell, the trance, levitation, psychokinesis, 
Ю' c healing. 140 pages, large format, soft 

. $10.95♦$1.00 U.S. and $2.00 foreign p/ h.~ 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, 
IL 60035
SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS for suc­
cessful living! Alexr. Verner's personal book tells 
how you can communicate with them. Send $2.95. 
-META, Box 6064SA, Long Island City, NY 
11106
OCCULT BOOKS. Lists, IOe.-CoUins Books, 
Box 168, Appalachia, VA 24216
THE WITCH'S FORMULARY AND SPELL­
BOOK. How people use incense, oils, powders, 
candles, herbs and roots to gain money, love, luck 
and success. 96 pages, $6.95 plus $1.00 postage.— 
Original, 2486-F Webster Ave.. Bronx, NY 10458
MIND MASTERY? In seven days. Secrets revealed 
start giving fast results you need for achieving per­
sonal power, wealth, happiness. Full instructions. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed.-META, Box 6064MA, 
Long Island City, NY 11106
SEND FOR FREE occult book catalog.—Original 
Publications, 2486-F Webster Ave., Bronx, NY 
10458
REINCARNATION: Gain a deeper understand­
ing. Learn how to payoff and stop making karma 
now! Send $6.00—Jack Heninger, Jr., P.O. Box 
3673, La Habra, CA 90632
THE TEMPLE OF WISDOM, Franz Hartman, 
M.D. History of true and false Rosicrucians, 
introduction to hermetic philosophy, principles 
Rosicrucian yoga philosphy—Red Eagle Publish­
ers. Box 267, Nixa, MO 65714
WHY? PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT and How! 
Stop being frustrated. Try out methods which 
work. This softcover book, $13.95 postpaid, was 
written for you.—Mystic Jhamom Publishers, Box 
904-C9, Santa Maria, CA 93456

BU8W€8I OPPOinwnti
MAKE BIG MONEY compiling homemade book­
lets. No experience needed.—Beta, Box 1002, Buf­
falo, NY 14205

HOW YOU CAN MAKE S220-S745/weekend. 
National network television advertising will pro­
claim essential new product. You supervise week­
end demonstration sales in local stores. Write: J Л 
R Limited, Suite 106, 1471 S. Main, N. Canton, 
OH 44720______________________________
SELL BOOKS AND INFORMATION by mail 
successfully! Unlimited income possible. Details 
free. Write: Prime Publications, Box 1911 A, Rock­
ford, IL 61110___________________________
WANT SUCCESS? Money? Free details on these 
seven “How-To" books in one. Bonus! Write to: 
Success, 9350 South Padre Island Dr., Dept. I60F- 
3, Corpus Christi, TX 78418________________
TAKE CATALOG ORDERS. We drop-ship 2955 
best-selling specialty products. Lowest below 
wholesale prices. Immediate delivery. Spectacular 
home business opportunity. Free book.—SMC, 
9401 De Soto Ave., Dept. 399-631, Chatsworth, 
CA 91311-4991._________________________
BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE. 
Cheap, simple, portable. Free details.—Bumper, 
P.O. Box 22791 (NC), Tampa, FL 33622

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. Secrets 
of the Royal Road and magical practices. Free 
information: Quanta! Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA93II6

CARO READING
LEARN FORTUNE TELLING for fun and profit 
using standard playing cards. Illustrated instruc­
tion book, $5.00 -Wirt Agency, Box 400F, Red 
Oak, TX 75154

OCTAGONAL CRYSTAL-beautifuL glowing, 
eight-faceted pyramid makes striking table orna­
ment or desk paperweight. Theorized to have a 
special resonance with the Crystalline Universe, 
focusing energy at its apex. Heavy 32% lead crystal, 
hand cut and polished. 4* high, only $26.5O,plus 
$3.00 postage/handling.—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035_______
CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant notice 
wearing these gorgeous, gemlike earrings of import­
ed 32% lead crystal with facets of glittering bril­
liance. Two styles for pierced ears! Teardrop­
shaped over Г long including silver-tone posts, or 
4mm round-shaped studs on silver-tone posts. 
Expensive looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.00 pos­
tage/handling each pair. Please be sure to specify 
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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GENUINE BRAZILIAN QUARTZ crystal balls, 
eggs, gorgeous amethyst necklaces, pendants. 
Attractive prices. Free catalog.—Crystals, Box 
30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130

ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Instructional books, 
instruments. Free catalog.—Box 30305, Santa Bar­
bara, CA 93130

HOW TO MAKE MIRACLES to get what you 
want from life. Information: Fellowship, P.O. Box 
35118-F3, Los Angeles, CA 90035

DREAMS
UNLOCK THE SECRETS of your dreams. Send 
SI.00 for information.—The Dreamers Club, Box 
218F, Cayuga, NY 13034__________________
DREAM CONTROL. Advanced training. Free 
information.—Diskinetics, Box 52191-D, Tulsa, 
OK 74152

HAHOWRITIHG МШ.ПМ
EXPERT ANALYST HELPS you understand 
yourself through graphoanalysis by revealing your 
passions, temper, intelligence, honesty, compas­
sion. Send one full page of handwriting on plain 
unlined paper. Comprehensive profile, S 10.00. 
Complete, thorough evaluation, $35.00,—LAD, 
Box 63, St. George, UT 84770 

яииниммимв 
COMPUTERIZED HEALTH ANALYSIS. 
$17.00,- E.B.T., 1826 S. 58 Ct„ Cicero, IL60650
HONEYBEE POLLEN GRANULES. Pound, 
$12.00.—Nova, Box 300F, Carnegie, PA 15106
SUPER-INTELLIGENCE!  Free amazing method! 
—EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora, CA 91740
THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita Florum 
flower essence. Quoted by British M.D. as having 
potential “To heal everybody and everything.”— 
vita Florum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, Canada
HOMEOPATHY! Natural medicines that work! 
Books, tapes, medicines. For free catalog, S ASE to: 
Homeopathic Educational Services, 2124Z Kit- 
tredge, Berkeley, CA 94704
RELIEVE HEMORRHOIDAL SUFFERING! 
$2.22 ppd.—Healing Arts Press. P.O. Box 7082, 
Reston, VA 22091

яввмяв^мвнн
“HYPNOSIS IS EASY" 10-cassette course. Con­
trol weight, habits, attitudes. Win! Earn money as 
registered hypnotist. $56.45. Free brochure.— 
Course, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 89507

LEARN TO ANALYZE handwriting. 15-lesson 
course leading to certificate. Free sample lesson. — 
ScriptMetrics, Box 573, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
DISCOINCIDENCE—Advanced consciousness 
training. Free information—Diskinetics, Box 
52191-M, Tulsa, OK 74152
BE YOUR OWN MASTER. Learn Tarot, Numer­
ology, Astrology. Home study courses with per­
sonal interest of your teacher. Write for free apti­
tude form.—Mary Patrick-Lioux, 117 Wesley, 
Capitola, CA 95010,408/475-1952.
ESOTERIC PRAYER Lesson course.-Michael 
Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, IL 60690-1554
PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings with 
the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift Set.” Ideal 
for beginners and advanced students. Includes 78- 
card Tarot deck in full color, 240-page illustrated 
book, and large illustrated guide sheet for ancient 
10-card spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $16.50 plus $1.50 postage­
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, 
Highland Park, IL 60035
SCIENTIFIC ASTROLOGICAL courses, books, 
Information, $1.00,—Eternal Enterprises, Box 
60913B, Sacramento, CA 95860
SAME OLD SELF? Grab hold of potential with 
Super-learning.* Revolutionary proven system and 
special music help: multiply learning speed, develop 
super-memory, empower psi and intuition, speed 
language learning. Free book excerpt (Superleam- 
ing) plus catalog.—Superleaming, 450-FA 7th 
Ave., New York, NY 10123. Distributors welcome.

MASONRY AND THINKING & DESTINY 
readers: New series of Percival's magazine. The 
Word. Send $ 1.00 post/ handling for free sample — 
The Word, Box 18235, Dallas, TX 75218
READERS OF THE SETH MATERIAL (Jane 
Roberts): Reality Change, bimonthly magazine 
with list of worldwide networking contacts, discus­
sions of Seth's ideas, personal accounts of change, 
and news of events, including the 3rd Seth World 
Conference, June l9-22.$l5/year,sample,$3.00.— 
Austin Seth Center, Box 8380, Austin, TX 78713- 
8380. 512/479-8909.______________________

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly spiritu­
alist newspaper—world's largest circulation. Dol­
lar brings three get acquainted copies, reduced 
price subscription details.—Psychic News, F, 20 
Earlham St., London WC2H 9LW England
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PSYCHIC PRESS NEWSPAPER. For copy, 
send SI.00 to: P.O. 1556, Franklin, NC 28734. For 
yearly subscription, tend S6.00

MODERN OCCULT NEWSLETTER. One year.
Si5.00. Sample $3.00—Esoteric Review, Box601, 
Lenoir, NC 28645
FORTEAN TIMES. Acclaimed by researchers and 
readers. Leading journal of strange phenomena. 
11th year. Airmailed sample, $3.00.—Fortean 
Times (F), 96 Mansfield Road, London NW3 2HX

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of FATE 
the appearance of bound volumes at modest cost. 
Binders are a leather-like brown, sturdy, with 
FATE stamped in gold on cover and spine. Each 
protects and organizes 12 issues. Handsome dress- 
ups for your library for only $6.95 each plus $1.50 
each postag-handling.— FATE Magazine, 500 
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, IL 60035

“INSTANT MEMORY" New way to remember. 
No memorization, no word associations, no sleep­
learning, no willpower, no hypnosis. Release your 
PHOTOGRAPHIC memory instantly. Nothing for­
gotten! Liberates EXTRAORDINARY know­
ledge, powers, confidence and energy. Discover 
CONTROLLED intuition, ESP, self-mastery. Im­
mediate results! Free Information.

INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED 
THINKING 

845 Via LaPaz 
Dept. F 

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

“READ YOUR OWN FUTURE" with Cosmic 
Que Cards. Simple, fun, enlightening insight and 
guidance. Fascinating astrology game, $20.00.— 
Cosmic, Box 1303-F, West Sacramento, CA 95691
WISHING DOLL. Ancient turquoise adorned 
replica grants one wish. Send $1.00 for free dis­
count coupons, details, postage/ handling to: HOC, 
Box 8348, Dept. C-3, Albuquerque, NM 87198
STOP TIME! With only your mind. Contact your 
subjective mind to slow down and stop time! Sim­
ple, easy. Only S2.95.-CETAR, P.O. Box 2252, 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 papers 
available! 306-page catalog. Rush $2.00.—Re­
search, 11322 Idaho, «206FP, Los Angeles, CA 
90025 or caU 213/477-8226.
FANTASTIC sincere easy method of winning 
$50.00 or more an hour playing Blackjack. Guar­
anteed three easy steps. $7.00.-SMS, 12428 NE 
Halsey, Suite 41, Portland, OR 97230

LEARN THE SECRET of winning lotteries! Free 
report.—Turner Publishing, Box 261-F, Eastches- 
ter, NY 10709

TRUE EXTRATERRESTRIALS. Rare, authen­
ticated meteorites. Approximately 1/2 pound. 
$60.00 each. Postpaid.—Nature Aits, P.O. Box 
26510, Phoenix, AZ 85020

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A GHOST? Join us on 
the 2nd Ghost Hunters Tour of Britain under the 
leadership of Tom Perrott, Chairman of the Ghost 
Club. The tour covers London, York, The Lake 
District and Scotland—areas rich in hauntings and 
ghost legends. A fascinating way to experience the 
real Britain whilst investigating psychic phenom­
ena. Stay at comfortable country house hotels as 
well as the private homes of the British aristocracy 
who have their own stories to tell! Further informa­
tion from: Country Homes & Castles, 118 Crom- 
weU Road. London, SW7 4ET. Tel: 01-370-4445.
CONTRIBUTORS NEEDED for planned news­
letter. For details send self-addressed stamped 
envelope.—Charleen Berg, Route 6, Box 140, Lib- 
erty.KY 42539 ________________
“TONO-THERAPY " Jack Beever, of Pittsburgh, 
in the 1950's. Researcher seeks information. Con­
tact: Thomas Stacker, 2127 Evergreen Springs 
Rd., Diamond Bar, CA 91765
HALLEY'S COMET. Find out more. Sources 
revealed. $1.00 and self-addressed, stamped enve­
lope.-Mother Earth A Son, Box 02694, Portland, 
OR 97202
SMOKY GEMSTONE and precious gem catalog 
free.—GBS, Box F-145, Liverpool, TX 77577

MAGAZINE RACK OR CRAFT TOTE! Versatile 
large natural color cotton duck tote (11x14x6) to be 
used with or without wooden frame. Sturdy and 
lightweight. Complete with directions for easy 
assembly. Only $19.95, plus $1.50 postage/hand­
ling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

COMPUTERIZED NUMEROLOGY CHART. 
Destiny, personal year, attainments, more. Send 
name, birth date, $7.00.—Henry Torralvo, Box 
46145, Philadelphia, PA 19160
YOU CAN IMPROVE your chances of happiness 
with a complete compatibility analysis! Expertly
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DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. Gain 
money, love, luck, protection. Influence others. 
Write: House of Maya, P.O. Box 9831, FT. Worth, 
TX 76107

REPORT ON RADIONICS, “The science which 
can cure where orthodox medicine fails." Hard­
cover, $13.95. Catalog. $2.00.—Parascience, Box 
1362-F, Evanston, IL 60204

READER/ADVISOR. $1.00 per question. De­
tailed problem analysis, $5.00. Handwriting analy­
sis, $7.00.—Gloria Reiser, Rt. 1, Box 224HH, Ash­
land, IL 62612. SASE.
PERSONAL READINGS. Gifted, experienced 
consultant reads problems. Creative, spiritual solu­
tions! Four questions, $10.00. Ten questions, 
$20.00.—Andrea, Box 345, Cathedral Station, 
New York, NY 10025_____________________
POWERFUL HELP. Send birth data, $25.00 - 
Abigail Anderson, Box 12014, New Brighton, MN 
55112
ONE HOUR TAPED PSYCHOMETRIC read­
ing. Send non-returnable object, name and address 
to: Don, 1309 Fairfield, El Paso, TX 79925
CALLING ATLANTEANS! Your past life in 
Atlantis. Insightful, in-depth. $20.00—Box 345, 
Cathedral Station, New York, NY 10025
TRAVEL THROUGH ASTRAL DOORWAYS.
Expanded consciousness. Free information.— 
ESPMethods, Box 1575, Carmichael, CA 95609
WITH MUCH LOVE, $1.00 per question—Wil­
liam Sherwood, 975 38th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 
95062
SINCERE INTUITIVE CONSULTATION. Send 
handwritten questions, birth date, $3.00, SASE.— 
Tarn, P.O, Box 119-F, Frankfort, IL 60423
DEVELOP ESP, understand dreams, heal your­
self. $3.00. — SGI, Box 1668-F, Asheville, NC 
28802
FULFILL YOUR GOALS quickly and easily 
through study of the subconscious. Send for free 
book that shows how you can apply Mind-Energy 
and make it work for you! Write: Rose Dawn, P.O. 
Box 2710, Dept. N-86, San Antonio, TX 78299 

MIND STIMULATOR. Free lesson develops con­
fidence, personality—speeds success.—Frank Ti- 
bolt, 2819F7 Cannel, Glenside, PA 19038
UTAH MAN stumbles onto greatest “psychic"dis- 
covery this decade! New invention brings instant 
money, love, health, success.—Naphics, Box 761- 
F, Riverton, UT 84065
HERBS BURN FAT, reduce appetite. $11.00-
Awareness, Box 2047, Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
HEALING LIST, COUNSELING. Birth date, 
$5.00.—Awareness, Box 2047, Sheffield Lake, OH 
44054
PERSONAL READINGS. Positive guidance.
Send photo with$15.00donation.—Sensitives, Inc.,
P.O. Box 723, Park Forest, IL 60411
PAST LIFE READINGS. $10.00.-Reincarnation 
Research Group, Box 26563, Phoenix, AZ 85068
HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against black 
magic, voodoo, witchcraft and evil psychic attacks. 
Details free.—Mayahouse, Box 9831 -A, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76107
ORACLE TAPS UNIVERSAL consciousness. 
Answers five questions, $5.00.—Victoria O'Neill, 
Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, New York, 
NY 10009
POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK will 
cast a spell in your favor. For money, for love, for 
luck. Write: Raphiel, Box 470815, Ft. Worth, TX 
76147 
“COSMIC GOOD LUCK." Discover mystical 
secrets of winning money, contests, lotteries, bingo. 
Only $1.00.—Mayahouse, Box 9831 -A, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76107
FREE TRUTH about evil spirits.—Ruth, 948-T 
MaxweU, Nashville, TN 37206______________
MARGARET: Psychometric tea-leaf reader. Send 
Йиге with handwritten request. SASE.—4021 S.

:h St., Auburn, WA 98001. $8.00 donation.
FANTASTIC TRANCE READING. Indian spirit 
guidance. Cassette, $5.00.—Lawrence Healey, Box 
680-B. Clinton, MA 01510
B. HYMAN: Gifted reader. Personal profile and 
future. $25.00,—Box 19-1591, Miami Beach, FL 
33139
JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 210 
West Riverside Drive, Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00._______ _________________
FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.—Uni­
versal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira Loma, CA 
91732-0042

HOW TO HAVE GOD answer your prayers. This 
plan is guaranteed to work every time. $5.00.— 
Robert Wagner, Box 5863, Chicago, IL 60680
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ESPecially Yours: Signature Psychometry (per­
sonal vibration) reading, $10.00. For helpful prob­
lem-discussion, list three questions, birth dates, 40 
years experience.—Rev. Mabel Hazell, Box 1005- 
F, South San Francisco, CA 94080___________
IMPRESSIONS BY LYNN. Cayce-style trance 
medium. One question, $5.00. Four questions, 
$15.00. Full trance reading (approx. 30 minutes), 
$45.00. Send SASE, photo to: Box 638FA, Man- 
chaca, TX 78652
REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 30 
yean' experience. Questions answered, $15.00. 
Past life reading. Birth date helpful, $15.00,—Sybil 
Howarth, ВСМ/Camomile, London WCIN3XX

TAROT READINGS. $5.00/question. $12.00/ 
three questions.—Wiccanrwd. P.O. Box 271-FT, 
River Falls, W1 54022
SINGLES REGISTRY for metaphysical minded.
For info, send $1.00 to: Psychic Press, P.O. Box 
1556, Franklin, NC 28734
SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cameron, 
Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU Scotland. 
Detailed, insightful reading, $10.00 cash/m.o.
OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. Worldwide 
membenhip, male and female. Send dollar bill to: 
Baraka Aegis, The Golden Wheel, Liverpool 
LI53HT England
FREE! 1986 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, reveals more 
than Astrology. Send birth date with large self­
addressed stamped envelope.—Koenig. Box 1166, 
Paradise, CA 95969
SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, colum­
nist, radio personality, predicts your future, intro­
duces you to spirit guides and reads past lives.— 
Box 74872, Los Angeles, CA 90004
ESP LABORATORY. The new research service 
group can help you. For FREE information write: 
ESP Lab of Texas, Box 216, 219 South Ridge 
Drive, Edgewood, TX 75117
$5.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS! Additional 
questions, $1.00 each. Send birth date, hair color, 
stamped envelope—Barrett, 3049 Lydius St., 
Schenectady, NY 12303 
“ANDREIK" the witch. Tell me what you want. I 
will cast a spell for you. $13.00.-P.O. Box 30581- 
Cl, Portland, OR 97230

HANDCRAFTED MAGICAL TALISMANS. 
Fulfill love, wealth, health, protection and luck in 
your life. Made according to sacred writings in 
pure consecrated metals. Instructions included. 
Send SASE for brochure. - Wade's, 2604 Aviation 
Blvd., Apt. D, Redondo Beach, CA 90278

C-64 PROGRAMS: (1) hypnotic(2) fortune telling 
card game (3) Chinese oracle. Send $15.00 to: Pro­
grams, 2306 Stone Mill Ct., Richmond, VA 23233
AUTHENTIC LUCKY TALISMAN. Centuries- 
old mixture of lucky herbs, roots, barks and berries 
in a charm bag to carry always. $4.00 plus $1.00 
postage and handling to: Pendragon, Box 381-F, 
Morganville, NJ 07751
OUTER SPACE OBJECTS. Rare authenticated 
meteorites. Approximately one ounce. $18.00 postpaid. 
— Nature Arts, P.O. Box 26510, Phoenix, AZ 
85020
MAYAN PENDULUMS, TALISMANS. Mysti­
cal powers. Made of jadeite, as the Mayans used 
since BC. Request information and very interesting 
legend.—Noel Merriam, Importer, P.O. Box 6491, 
Torrance, CA 90504
UNIQUE VIDEOCASSETTES. Titles not found 
in stores. Instructional, enlightening, make great 
gifts! VHS/Beta. Send $2.00 for giant catalog 
(applicable first purchase). - WCD, 1198 Raymond 
Blvd., Suite 139, Newark, NJ 07102
JEWELRY FOR ATTUNEMENT. Azurite, 
Lapis, Amethyst, Quartz  crystals and more. Trance 
readings available. Catalog, $1.00 refundable. — 
Mind's 1, Dept. F6, Box 466, Kulpsville, PA 19443
MOONSTAR catalog of books and supplies, 
$2.00. - 38422 Lake Shore Blvd. Willoughby, OH 
44094
STERLING SILVER psychic energy stars, crystal 
balls, fortune telling teacups. Finest quality 
psychic-spiritual. Catalog $1.00 (refundable). — 
Psychic World, Box 487. Mystic Island, NJ 08087
UNIQUE BLESSED mother of pearl ankh, $3.00. 
- JJtk, P.O. Box 221, Crestwood, KY 40014
IN-TO-IT, the psychic development game. Have 
fun learning to read cards, minds and futures. Only 
$5.00. - Wizard John, 809 North Fuller Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90046 
“TAHITIAN” PERFUME! Bewitching sample, 
75e. Two for $1.00. — O'Dells, Box 1703-F, Pres­
cott, AZ 86302

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, books, 
newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully illustrated cata­
log. — Box 30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130.

GOD'S GREATEST HEALTH FOOD! Make at 
home with secret recipe hidden in Bible! 1 1-page 
report includes startling health results! $3.00. — 
P.D. Distributors, Inc., Box 1465F, Seneca, SC 
29679
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RECIPE RIFFLE. Assortment of great country 
cooking. Send $2.00 to: Mark Fountain, 18571 
Warren Ave., Tustin, CA 92680

AKASHIC RECORDS REVEALED! Incarna­
tions privately documented. Inquire: Estrellita, 
Box 259, Dover, DE 19901

MIZPAH COIN. Show your affection, and seek 
God’s blessing for someone you love with a mizpah 
medal. Free brochure. Write: Cana-Christian (2D), 
Box 1230, Paso Robles, CA 93447___________
THANKS TO ST. JUDE for granting my petition 
11-2-85- K.O.

TODAY’S TRUTH by Revelations. Write: C.H., 
Box 8221, Louisville, KY 40208
FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS Prayer.
Send 22e stamp. — Peyton's, Box 5756, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23455
GNOSTIC METAPHYSICS: Teachings explore 
religious mysteries of esoteric consciousness. — 
Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, IL 
60690-1554

DISCOVER RUNE MAGIC. Direct path to your 
higher self. Powerful help in matters of love, finan­
ces, health, develop psychic skills. Send two stamps 
to: Runes, P.O. Box 2070, Decatur. GA 30031.

THE SOCERER'S GUIDE, paperback book des­
cribing the laws governing psychic assassination. 
$2,95 postpaid. - Gould, P.O. Box 398074, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider Tarot 
Deck," the original and only authorized 78-card 
deck conceived by Arthur Edward Waite, London. 
Cards have accurate color tones and each Minor 
Arcana card features a symbolic picture that aids 
readings. Cards measure 2)4 x4M and bear English 
titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44-page instruc­
tion booklet, $9.50 plus $1.00 postage handling. 
—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

FIRST RELEASE UFO MOVIE FOOTAGE on 
video! Write: Genesis, Drawer 33, Munds Park, 
AZ 86017

MEETING YOUR INNER GUIDE, new break­
through, 12 years intuitive research has produced 
this great meditation tape. $8.95. — Kasandra, RD 
1, Box 467, Eighty Four, PA 15330___________
SELF HYPNOSIS CASSETTES. Stop smoking, 
control weight, relieve stress, $14.95 ea. — Roy 
Martin, Certified Hypnotherapist, 11213 N. 17 
Dr , Phoenix, AZ 85029
REFRESHINGLY DIFFERENT: Eleven songs 
that sing of the healing power of love. Cassette, 
$7.00 postpaid. No CODs. — Bud Moore, Box 31, 
Woodstock, GA 30188____________________
DISCOVER MUSIC that will awaken you to the 
profound silence and peace of your soul. Free 
catalog. — Aumusic, Dept. 108, 86-24 Parsons 
Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11432__________________
EARTH'S FINAL HOURS. No nuclear war. Ter­
rifying events to start soon. It's exciting, informa­
tive, scary, but true. Cassette tape, $5.95. — Center 
for Truth, Box 14221, Parkville, MO 64152
YOGA RENEW FLEXIBILITY and strength 
stretching gently, breathing deeiy, relaxing com­
pletely. Beautiful 60 minutes. $8.95. — E. Nord- 
quist, 57 Knight St., Glens Falls, NY 12801

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away with 
ultra-sensitive locator. Cassettes. Free list. — Re­
search Products, Box 270270-AZC, Tampa, FL

CURIOUS? FREE! Nagy’s Collectibles “enchant­
ing offers" catalog—Box 1, Manistique, MI 49854

TURQUOISE PENDULUM and board with an­
cient Southwest Indian symbols. Answers all ques­
tions. $5.00. — Mystiart, 1136 Canyon Rd., Santa 
Fe, NM 87501 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity 
Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone between 
finger and thumb to induce meditative calm, as do 
Eastern mystics. Delight in the tactile magic that 
quiets anxiety, induces relaxation, opens the 
mind's inner doors. Only $4.00 each postpaid. — 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, 
IL 60035 

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in your 
world with “1 Ching Cards” — a new visual 
approach to the ancient Chinese system of divina­
tion and revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram 
cards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21 cards 
of instruction, $9.00 plus $1.00 postage/handling. 
— Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

126



OCCULT CURIOS AND SUPPLIES, spell kits, 
gemstone charms. Catalog, SI.00 (refundable).— 
House of Xaro, Box 1933, New Port Richey, FL 
34291

GENUINE TEARS used in law of three spells. 
Warning/legend included, $5.00. — P. Brown, 
1953 N. Decatur, Ste. 386. Las Vegas, NV 89108
WHITE MAGIC WORKS! Complete instruc­
tions, $1.00 and SASE. - Karen, Box 942, Bell- 
fower, CA 90706

FULL LINE OF CANDLES, curios, occult supp­
lies. Informative catalog, $3.00 refundable with 
first order. — Witchway, Box 3898, Sonora, CA 
95370
ASTROLOGICALLY CORRECT INCENSE, 
oils, inks, other occult supplies. New enlarged 
catalog. $2.50. - The Formulary, P.O. Box 5455, 
Grants Pass, OR 97527
WITCHCRAFT - Hamess its powers. Let Gavin 
and Yvonne, world's foremost witches, teach you 
how. - Box 1502-FC, New Bem, NC 28560
FEMINIST WICCE since 1974. Catalog, $2.50. 
—21050B Waveview, Topanga, CA 90290
FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 250 pages. Books, 
tapes, jewelry, oil, incense, religious and metaphys­
ical supplies. — International, 8050-F Webb Ave., 
North Hollywood, CA 91605_______________
WICCA SEMINARY. Largest occult school of its 
kind. Five complete home study courses. Witch­
craft, Sorcery, Egyptian Magick, Herbology, For­
tune Telling. Free information. — Box 1366, 
Nashua, NH 03061_______________________
WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL. 6 Books, $12.00. 
Complete course, $35.00. 2 magazines, $3.00,— 
Martello, 153 West 80, New York, NY 10024

Order the tree Consumer W®* © 
Information Catalog to be on top of the 
latest government information on credit, 
health, home, money matters, and much 
more It lists more than 200 booklets, many 
free So send for the Catalog now You'll be 
head and shoulders above the crowd. Write:

Consumer Intermatlen Center 
Dept- MR, Pueble, Celerade SIOO*

REPORT FROM THE READERS 
(Continued from page 118) 

Mercier's hat and flung it “high overhead."It 
may not have been the hand of a spirit, as 
Eno implies.

The pictures with Eno’s article show a ter­
rain that resembles my own backyard, espe­
cially as it was in the late 1940’s. As to the 
anomalous “baby” on a tree branch, strange 
phenomena do come out of a camera. The 
“ghostly blobs" are more difficult to account 
for. 1 never saw a will-o’-the-wisp but old- 
timers in town tell of seeing these patches of 
misty brightness on summer nights, espe­
cially near swamps.

I heartily agree with Eno'S Harry Chase 
who said, “I'm not saying there are any such 
things as ghosts but I'm not saying there 
aren’t, either."— Clifton J. Noble, Hunting­
ton, Mass.

GALLOPING PARANOIA
I'd like to respond to Ron Miller’s and Ed 

Lopez’s comments about lunar photographs 
in the September 1985 issue of Fate. These 
two seem to think that anyone who believes 
there might be more to the moon and Mars 
than we've been told is a maniac and para­
noid. It shouldn't surprise me, though, in 
Miller’s case, for he suggested that the great 
airship mystery of the 1890’s was induced by 
the works of Jules Verne! He also predicted 
that the movie Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind would inspire a wave of UFO sightings 
in the late 1970’s. As I’m sure Miller would 
like to forget, such a wave didn’t come about.

Miller tries to compare the sighting of 
structures on the moon to Percival Lowell’s 
Martian canals when the issue of the canals 
hasn’t truly been settled yet. How can it be 
considered a closed case when NASA refuses 
to release many, many photographs of Mars 
(as well as the moon)? I’m sure Miller is well 
aware of Mariner 4’s first picture which 
showed the “W” marking photographed 
many years ago by telescope. Does he recall 
that this photograph was reprocessed and 
released again — without the “W"? Was that 
just another illusion the camera didn’t know 
about?

Finally, Miller says he refuses to believe in 
the possibility of a massive cover-up of find­
ings on the moon and Mars. I ask him this: 
How can anyone believe the government 
isnT capable of such a cover-up after Water-
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Today's Research Brings 
Tomorrow's Cures

St. Jude Children^ Research Hospital is a 
national resource not just for today, but for 
tomorrow. Children come to St. Jude to 
receive the best available care, whether 
for leukemia, other childhood cancers, or 
one of the rare childhood diseases being 
studied here.

Please send your tax-deductible check or 
request for information to St. Jude, 505 N. 
Parkway, Box 3704, Memphis.TN 38103.

Л Denny Thomas. Founder
JUDE CHILDREN’S 

ЯШЪ. RESEARCH HOSPITAL

Copies of articles from FATE 
are now available from the UMI 
Article Clearinghouse.
Mail to: University Microfilms International

I 300 North Zeeb Road, Box 91 Ann Arbor, Ml 48106

gate, the Agent Orange mess and attempts to 
avoid paying compensation to victims of 
atomic testing in the 1940’s and 1950’s? — 
Jeffery Fisher, Lake Toxaway, N.C.

WORLDWIDE SEARCH
The Alister Hardy Research Centre of 

Manchester College, Oxford University, 
England, is conducting a worldwide search 
for spiritual experiences.

This is the first research organization of its 
kind in the world: a Centre set up to bring 
modem scientific research methods to bear 
on the spiritual aspect of human nature. Its 
purpose is to develop a data base of empiri­
cal evidence from firsthand accounts of per­
sonal experiences.

Studies on both sides of the Atlantic have 
shown that these experiences occur frequent­
ly and there is a clear association between 
spiritual awareness and psychological bal­
ance. The evidence also shows that individu­
als who are spiritually aware make a more 
positive contribution to the life of their fami­
lies, to their professions and to society as a 
whole. They tend overall to have a greater 
reverence for all forms of life.

We are appealing to all Fate readers who 
have ever felt their lives affected by some 
presence or power, whether or not they call it 
God, to tell us about it. Your account of your 
experience should include information on 
your background, your age and circumstan­
ces leading up to and during the experience. 
Please give us as much detail as you can and 
tell us how the experience has affected your 
life. Your communication will be kept strict­
ly confidential and no names or other means 
of identification will be given in any pub­
lished work without your permission. — 
Edward Robinson, Alister Hardy Research 
Centre, Manchester College, Oxford OXI 
3TD, England.

LET DEAD GHOSTS LIE
This letter concerns Paul Eno’s article 

“Bara-Hack . .Village of Voices" (October- 
November 1985 Fate ).

In the deep woods of Eno’s mind there 
lurks a dichotomy more spurious than any 
ghostly voice that could be raised against the 
onslaught of skepticism such as he voices in 
his last few paragraphs. I guess I am tired of 
the same old voice of skepticism raised 
against the existence of spirits time and time
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again by certain parapsychologists — as if 
this attitude and its dependent idea were the 
sum message to us laymen. I saw this same 
skepticism voiced in issues of Parapsychol­
ogy Review in the early 1970’s and if there 
has been no advance in this knowledge, Eno 
and his friends ought to let dead ghosts lie. 
He writes:

“As for the other ghostly phenomena, I am 
no longer a believer in earthbound spirits. 1 
think parapsychology can supply other ex­
planations.

“Yet I am still haunted by the — I can call 
it nothing else — friendship that grew be­
tween our little group and the ghosts of Bara- 
Hack, whatever they may have been.”

After telling us that one of these "non- 
ghostly” entities tossed his co-worker’s hat 
into the high branches of a tree, showing us a 
photograph of what appears to be ectoplasm 
of some thickness, hearing voices that cross 
the time barrier, seeing blobs of lumines­
cence, and describing direct physical contact 
for one of his party, Paul explains the whole 
thing away as an activity of “psions.” Why?

I hope parapsychologists one day find that 
skepticism can be proven as invalid as Eno’s 
encounter with phenomena in which he can 
no longer believe.

I would like to see such researchers as Eno 
take a definite stand — or at least formulate 
their ideas so that they do not cast doubt and 
shadow on our ability to understand these 
things. Eno’s opinion is what the Spiritual­
ists have termed “morning after syndrome” 
wherein you doubt that your experiences 
with those others of another vibration ever 
really happened. Why? Because that is the 
ultimate conditioning of our society. Skepti­
cism is bom not of levelheaded thinking but 
of conditioning.

I also believe that such researchers would 
rather be high on psions than face an inevi­
table fact: that earthbound spirits cannot be 
explained away from their haunts but that 
they do respond to certain types of prayer. 
They respond best to prayers that teach them 
they have died and they can progress only 
when they help others like themselves out of 
the misery of aeons of ghostly pathology.

It should be noted that this process has 
been used successfully to end hauntings for 
well over 100 years by healing and rescue 
circles without resort to psion theories. — 
Charles Goldman, Milwaukee, (Fit.

The MYSTIC EYE: 
Experiment in Automatism

Use the MYSTIC EYE to investigate иптйи- 
the phenomenon Webster's describes as “the power ot

also as "suspension of the conscious mind to release 
subconscious images."

Hold the pendulum furnished with this set over the 
MYSTIC EYE and ask a question—the pendulum 
swings to indicate your answer. Answers may be “Yes”

Deluxe aet Includes pendulum, board and 
complete Inatructlona—only $8.95, plus 
poatape-handling: $1.50 U.S., $2.00 Foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
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WHAT HAS FATE Ш STORE

FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Mary Fuller’s report on stories 
planned for future issues:
oo Six million Americans consider 
themselves witches and now they’re 
starting to organize, determined to 
fight religious persecution and to 
challenge centuries-old stereotypes 
of who witches are and what they
believe.
oo Once a rendezvous for govern­
ment sanctioned pirate ships, the 
city of Port Royal, Jamaica, sank 
into Kingston Harbor during an 
earthquake in 1692. Today nauti­
cal archaeologists are exploring 
their own ‘‘Atlantis,” one whose 
existence is not in doubt.
oo What has parapsychology learned 
from its long investigation? Has it 
proven the existence of psychic 
powers or is firm evidence for ESP 
as elusive as ever? Parapsycholo­
gists Susan Blackmore and D. Scott 
Rogo argue the issues and come to 
very different conclusions.
oo What should you do if you have a 
sudden, overwhelming mystical expe­
rience which transforms your life in 
strange and unexpected ways? Call 
the Spiritual Emergency Network.

Each month FATE publishes more than 
40,000 words of true articles on the strange.
the unusual. the unknown. You can read such 
stories only in FATE hecause FATE is the 
only magazine of its kind in the world!

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE — 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

i CLARK PUBLISHING CO.
I 170 Futura Way, Dept. DOOM
J Marton, OH 43302
J Name_____________________________  ’

I Addreel____________________________ |
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I State_______________ Zip_____________ '
I I wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow- !

I ing special price (check square):
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J (Foreign subscriptions: add $4.00 postage | 
I Canadian subscriptions: add $3.00 postage) i 
I Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order . J for. $. ,onwith __________ I
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I Your first copy will arrive In 5 to 8 weeks. I
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Behind Your 
Conscious 

Mind...

Use These Extrasensory Powers
WHY LIMIT YOURSELF TO FIVE 
SENSES? Seeing, hearing, touching, 
smelling, and tasting reveal only a 
part of life and reality. There is a world 
of perception—of greater realization 
behind your outer self.

Impressions of these extrasensory 
powers occasionally arise in your con­
scious mind. The strange feeling of an 
impending danger—that intuitive 
flash or hunch with its forceful clar­
ity—or receiving the thought of 
another before he has spoken it—these 
are telltale indications of your unused 
potentialities.

No longer are these something to just 
wonder about and not to discuss. They 
are not supernatural or weird, but nat-

Please use this coupon 
or write to: 

SCRIBE EOR

The
ROSICRUCIANS

(AMORC)
San Jose, California 95191, U.S.A. 

ural phenomena. To understand, de­
velop, and direct them can transform 
your whole personality. They can pro­
vide greater insight and power of per­
sonal achievement.
Challenge these remarks! Write to the 
Rosicrucians, a worldwide cultural or­
ganization (not a religion) for the facts 
about your extrasensory powers. Stop 
denying the greater part of yourself!

ACCEPT THIS FREE BOOK
To those who have experienced these 
deeper psychic aspects of self and 
want to learn to bring them into ser­
vice at will, the Rosicrucians offer the 
free book The Mastery of Life. It tells 
how you may share in this practical 
knowledge.

I Scribe EOR !
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I I am sincerely interested. Send me a free copy I 
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