FATE

Mesmerism:

Lost Healing Art?

‘Ghostly Gasser of Botetourt

UFO Landings
in the Southwest

Witches of Majorca




THE

| CHING

Psychologist Carl G. Jung found wisdom
inthe I Ching. In 1950, Princeton University
Press publis| ed itsFirst English translation.
The book has sold more copies than any
other volume ever publishedby thiswidely-
respected pressand has gone through nine-

Forthousandsofyears, Emperors, Kings,
government officers, and countless work-
ing people have benefited from the | Ching.
In modern times, top officials in China,
including the late Premler Mao Tse- Tung,

it was in Confucius' day. It is a guide and a
tool which, if used correctly, can eliminate
doubts about present uncertainties, and
which can_ provide vital clues to future
trends. This knowledge will reduce the
user's anxiety and restore confidence-
valuable advantages in this age of
uncertainty.

Confucius, the greatest sage of China,
once said of this great book, “Give me fifty
more years to study the | Ching, and than
shall remain free from grave faults".

For the first time in the West, Horizon
East proudly introduces this present ver-
sion of the | Ching. Itis based ona numero-
astrological interpretation of the ancient
text. Keyed to the user's date of birth -year,
month, day. and hour- the | Ching spells out
a remarkably insightful analysis of his or
her life, and provides an inexhaustible
source of wisdom and counsel.

Letthe | Ching help you regain a sense of
direction in your ffe. Once you have this,

have usedit,
ers and the general publlc i Japan s

e Ching is a theory of the universe
and of humanity's place in the cosmic
scheme of things. It is as meaningful now as

P PLEASE SEND MY PERSONAL | CHING ANALYSIS FOR:

your life-ar -wil

take care of iteelf. You can fegard the |
Ching as a master key to your self-
knowledge and self-fulfiliment. Once the |
Ching touches your life, you will never be
the same person again. 1

I My v past, one year

1 bya (820.00)

1 oMy b .($15.00)

I For ( v ESBI AR pa )1
Or charge n 1 VISA 1 MASTERCARD |

1 AMERICAN EXPRESS
ACCOUNTNO
STATE, P
— EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE
The | Ching Research Corp. >A\|
310FifthAvenue, New York.NY 10001 * 7 |



YES—YOU, TOO, CAN SEE THE HUMAN AURA!

If you have the abilities of nine out of 10
students, you can see the human aura after only
afew minutes' practice with these specially designed
goggles fitted with pinacyanole bromide filters.

Our goggles are a huge improvement over the
awkward hand-held films first used by their
inventor, W.J. Kilner, M.D., of St. Thomas
Hospital, London. Consisting of filter frames set
in adjustable eye-hoods of soft leather, they are
comfortable, safe and leave the hands free.

Without aura goggles the extraordinary at-
mosphere surrounding the human body is invisible
to all but specially gifted or trained persons.
Modern researchers believe that this atmosphere
is composed of infra-red and higher elec-
tromagnetic energies, plus possibly “*bio™ energies
as yet unknown.

Aura research is a pioneering field. Our goggles
can provide hours of fascinating study and set you
on the road to exciting discoveries.

Like most observers, you may find that the aura
appears as a pulsating cloud or envelope of light,
composed of one or several delicately colored
bands. And like scientific researchers, you may
wish to focus on studies of aura colors for what
they may reveal of the mental, emotional and
physical states of your subjects. Even qualities of
character and intellect are said to be discernible in
the colors.

You, too, may see how the auras of some sub-
jects reportedly show attraction by blending and
becoming more intense. And you, too, may observe
strange rays of light of electric appearance leaving
or entering the aura. These and more wonders await
you in the new world our aura goggles can open
up for you.

rvENTURE BOOKSHOP" pTd. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035 [

! Yes, |am interested in studying the aura. Pleasesend me.

send me the following filters at prices listed above. I enclose $

ddi

set(s>of Authentic Aura Goggles with optically
pertct 2 fiers, Eah $28.95,pus. 50 postage haning, Eachsetcomes with nstzuton bookiet) lso
$

City.

Total $ State 1Zip,



SELF-HVPNOSISI

THINK OF WHAT YOU
CAN ACCOMPLISH WITH IT!

« IMPROVE OR ADD NEW SKILLS
« EXCEL IN BUSINESS AND SPORTS
« BETTER YOURSELF AT HOME AND SCHOOL

FOR 25 YEARS THERE HAS BEEN ONE SCIENTIFIC WAY
The BRAIN WAVE SYNCHRONIZER

= It has achieved deep hypnosis in
subjects thought to be non-
hypnotizable

It will shorten induction time to
seconds

It will make self-hypnosis easy

The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic
instrument that tunes to the natural frequency ofthe
brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the
subject’s own frequency, response to hypnotic
induction is rapid, easy and effective. There are no
routing parts and no attachments to the subject.

MODEL TC-7—$365°° F.O.B. FACTORY

With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include
payment with order. Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes,
$16 to Hawail, Alaska, Canada. lllinois residents please include 7% sales tax.
“Handbook of Professional Hypnosis” — $15.00
“Clinical A Experimental Hypnosis™ 400 pages — $35.00. The best book available.
““Hypnosis—A New Tool in Nursing Practice" — $20.00
Professianal Stage Hypnotism” — $17.0
“Hypn w Olympic athletes use hypnosis — $8.00
“Natural Brosst Emargemem Using Relaxation Techniques” — $8.00

PLEASE ADD $1.00 SHIPPING ON EACH BOOK
Self-hypnosis Training Program, 4 hours on cassette tape. Just as we do it in our company school.
$55, plus $5 shipping. Illinois residents please add 77« sales tax.
SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 065
9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076
Telephone: 312-676-9151
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and still experience only a quagmire ofconfusion, consider inis:

The Only Way Out s IN.

There is a peaceful path, there is an Inner Way to the Eternal Quest. All
the sages, saints, gurus and teachers from time immemorial have ad-
monished: “Go in. Seeker, go in!"

But the Inner Light keeps vanishing and the restless mind refuses the
quiet repose of perfect meditation. How do you “go in* to find the hidden
“Kingdom of God™? Is there a lost key to the Gateway — a Lost Word to
rend the veil to the Inner Temple?

Astara teaches of an inner way — a sure way, a safe way. Perhaps it is
rour way. Our free booklet ““Findirtg Your Place in the Golden Age" may
hold a new approach to an old, old quest. It is yours for the asking. We
wait to honor your request for it.

Earlyne and Robert Chaney
>#< ASTARA, P.0.Box 5003
Upland, CA 91785
Kindly mail me free booklet,
“Finding Your Place

in the Golden Age.” Astara— Helping Seekers Since 1951
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Few writers on Christianity have taken
psychicfactors into account, presumably
becauseformerly the whole subject was
bedeviled by cranks, cheats, fanatics
and the self-deluded, and even now the
standards by which evidence is assessed
are far too low. But I prophesy that
when thisfield is explored morefully by
those who overcome their stony reluc-
tance to enter the field of psychic
research and who bring to its investiga-
tion the disciplines and methods of the
real scientists, the reward for religion
will be far greater than our present
flirtation with physics. After all, the
New Testament opens with a story
about angels, continues with stories of
telepathic communication and evil
spirits cast out, relates an interview
between our Lord and Moses and Elijah
who had been deadfor centuries, and
is crowned by an account of One who
rosefrom the dead, couldpass through
closed doors, appearand disappear, and
who was seen after His death by
hundreds ofthefaithful. Surely ifthere
is onefield ofinquiry, not itselfessen-
tially religious, relevant to Christian
understanding, it is that Of serious
psychical research.

— Leslie D. Weatherhead
The Christian Agnostic (1965)

HE VIEWS set forth in Fate,
as most of you are aware, are
anathema to many evangelical

fundamentalist Christians who object to

the very idea of spirit contact, ghosts
and poltergeists and probably even such
nonreligious claims as those made for

ESP in general. They dismiss these

claims as things of the devil who is out

to subvert the faithful and send them
straight to hell.

Fate is greatly concemed about this
attitude because the Bible we know,
especially the King James version,
expresses a mixed viewpoint on this
matter. Sometimes it seems to favor
psychic phenomena; at other times it
denounces them; then again it is passive
and accepts such events as normal.

Our own view is different. Unlike the
fundamentalists we feel the paranormal
events described in the Bible did not
cease with the Crucifixion of Christ and
His resurrection but continue today. We
believe they are not things of the devil
but rather attest to the spiritual nature
of man and the nonmaterialist aspects
of reality and the universe.

oo

CONSIDER THE BIBLE
ECENTLY we read a fascinating
Ramcle in the February 1985 issue



of Atlantic Monthly on the problems of
““Translating the Bible.” The article,
written by Barry Hoberman, discusses
various English-language Bible transla-
tions and assesses their good and bad
parts. He gives something of the history
of each translation, compares some of
the passages and discusses the problems
and difficulties of accurate translation.
Nearly all of the translations currently
in use have both positive and dubious
qualities, according to Hoberman, but
there is one—the commercially success-
ful Living Bible—that he criticizes
severely.

Hoberman calls it ““an inaccurate and
tendentious paraphrase of the Bible that
is popular with evangelicals but that has
been repudiated by virtually all respon-
sible biblical scholars.”

00

FATE

NOT-SO-LIVING BIBLE

T SEEMS incomprehensible that

J fundamentalists, who profess to
Gllow the precepts of the Bible literally,
are working with an inaccurate and
quixotic translation. Indeed, the trans-
lator of the Living Bible presumed to
change the text of this sacred book
which so many devout people believe
was divinely inspired.

Even the publishers of the Living
Bible call it a paraphrase, indicating it
is not a complete translation. Neverthe-
less, says Hoberman, ““many evangelical
and fundamentalist Christians—nor-
mally proponents of biblical literalism-
have made this curious text their Bible
of choice, holding it to be a valid
alternative to other versions of the scrip-
tures. However, in numerous places the
Living Bible actually distorts the biblical
message.”

Special to FATE readers ONLY: $1.00

You will also receive absolutely free
of charge a six-month introductory
subscription to a beautiful metaphysical
magazine: ABUNDANT LIVING.



Newly Revised and Expanded

CONTENTS:

An Ancient Prosperity
Formula for You!
Prosperity Law of Receiving
Prosperity Law of Mental

o

Prosperity Law of Mental
Acceptance

(3.95 includes postage and

handiing:)

OPEN
YOUR MIND
to
PROSPERITY

CONTENTS:

it's Time to Prosper!

Part I: BASIC METHOD FOR
DEMONSTRATING
PROSPERITY

Open your Mind to Prosperity

Cleanse Your Mind for

Prosperity

Create Your Frosperity

F\rs{ |r| Wnllng in Pictures;
e Spoken Word

The Secret of Permanent

Prns.Ferlg
Part Il: OTHER WAYS TO
DEMONSTRATE
PROSPERITY
Through the Divine Plan
Through the Wisdom Concept
hrough Divine Restoration
(85,95 includes postage and
andiing.)

Prosperity Books

By

Catherine Ponder!

In these updated book*, originally published
by Unity Press, well-known prosperity author.
Dr. Catherine Ponder, reveals methods
countless others have used to achieve
prosperity—methods you can use, too!

CONTENTS:
Mult-Faceted Power of Love
Miracle of
Love Your Way to Success
Love Works a Healing Power
The Resurrecting Power

of Love

A Special Method of Love-
Part I'and Part II

How Love Prospers

(8395 includes postage
and handiing.)

Send orders to: UNITY WORLDWIDE,
Box 1709. Palm Desert, CA 92261

1 | enclose $ for which please
| send titlefs) checked below:

D Secret of Unlimited Prosperity. $3.95
1 The Prospering Power of Love. $3.95
D Open your Mind to Prosperity, $5.95

City Stale s Zip

| Book dealers and Churches, order from publisher:
| DeVORSS & CO., Box 550, Marina del Rey, CA 90294.
Telephone (213) 870-7478.
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THE GOSPEL BY TAYLOR
THIS BIBLE was produced by one
man, Kenneth Taylor, who does not
claim to have translated it from the
original languages but instead rewrote
his material in modern language from
various English translations. Taylor did
not strive for *an equivalency of
meaning,” according to Hoberman, but
“regularly expanded upon and other-
wise subtly altered the biblical
message.”
1t will be well to remember this the
next time you hear some fundamentalist
preacher or church member call the
findings of psychical research *“‘things
of the devil.” Very likely he is not
quoting any part of any Bible we are
familiar with but rather the gospel
according to Kenneth Taylor.

oo

DISAPPEARING VIRGIN
HEN THE Christmas lights illu-
minated the Bakersfield, Calif.,

FATE

““You could definitely imagine it to be
an image of a woman, so there is
nothing wrong with people gathering to
pray.”

Monsignor Esquivel made no state-
ment about what the image might be
He said he expected it to disappear when
the Christmas lights were taken down.
t will be an entirely different situation
ifit stays there,” he said. ““The purpose
behind the blessing of a home is that
every house should be a church.”

When the Christmas lights were
finally taken down, only a few persons
insisted they could still see the image.

00

SECOND LOOK

HOSE OF YOU who have followed

UFO reports are surely aware of the

large boomerang-shaped UFOs sighte
over Westchester County, New York,
last summer. The affair attracted a great
deal of local attention and was on its
way to being a classic case until it was

home of Alvaro and Petra Zamora thisposed.”

past holiday season, people could see a
2/2-foot-high image of what they
believed to be the Virgin Mary against
a yellow wall. The crowds gathered.
Candles decorated with religious figures
and pots of flowers were placed in front
of the wall.

Between 1000 and 2000 persons at a
time came to view the image. Deputies
closed off a four-block area around
the house. The lame and the halt came
to pray.

Msgr. John Esquivel, pastor of
nearby St. Joseph’s Church, led a group
in saying the rosary at the Zamora home
and blessed the family. “*It is definitely
an image,” Esquivel told Sally O'Con-
nell of the Bakersfield Californian.

One expose' appeared as the lead
article in the November 1984 issue of
Discover. It was a much inflated and
sensationalized piece reflecting the
biases of then-managing editor Leon
Jaroff, long an emotional critic of
anomalous and paranormal claims.

The gist of Discover’s article, written
by Glenn Garelik, was that the UFOs
reported by hundreds of people in the
area were really only private planes
whose fun-loving pilots flew in forma-
tion with their lights on, intending to
scare the bejabbers out of the earth-
bound folks.

Well, maybe, but this explanation
bothered me although it was also
confirmed in a more serious article by



The
Christ Life
from
Nativity to
Ascension

GeoH'rcv Hudson

A MATTER OF PERSONAL SURVIVAL: Life after
Death. By Michael Marsh, no guesswork, no conjecture.
NO total reliance on after death experiences of others. FINALLY—YOU
can decide on the basis of this balanced, well-researched survey of the
case for life continuing aﬁer your physical body dies. With medical,
religious, pk hi d pro and con. YOU
consider the evidence. 'rhe author decides in favor of immortality. WILL
YOU? He even asks-as will you- If | do survive what will it be like
without physical sensations? What is left of me? Will | remember ME?
Good questions. Happy answers. Anew Questrelease. 200pages $7.50

CHRIST LIFE FROM NATIVITY TO ASCENSION
By Geoffrey Hodson. Thewortd-tamous clairvoyantand Liberal
Catholic Priest brings us the REAL STORY behind the parables of the
Gospels. The true meaning of The Cleansing of the Leper. The Cruci-
fixion, The Feeding of the Five-thousand, The Cleansing ofthe Temple,
Jesus' Baptism and Betrayal. Hodson writes: Ever must it be remem-
bered that the wondrous story of Jesus was never intended to be read
as a record of external events alone ..." And from The Mail:**... many
will be filled with the richness of interpretation in this volume.”
460 pages $5.50

THROUGH DEATH TO REBIRTH

By JaniOS Perkins. Reincarnation revealed! Heaven is inevitable!
He writes as though he remembers it alll With beautiful words and 22
finely crafted b/w and color paintings, the author/artist, former Vice-
president of the Theosophical Society, takes us on an adventurous jour-
ney from the moment of death through life in superphysical worlds—
then once more to a rebirth with a brand new physical body. A living
reincamational experience including acommon-sense rationale that ex-
plains the entire process. With chapters on Accidental Death, Death by
Suicide. 124 pages FREE with your purchase.

To QUEST BOOKS, Dept. F. 306 West Geneva Road. Wheaton. IL 60189:
Send the following books: 1 A Matter of Personal Survival [ Christ Life from Nativity

to Ascension

1 A free copy of Through Death to Rebirth.

1 My remittance is enclosed plus $1.00 postage. Charge tomy (1 VISA 1 MASTERCARD

Name,_

No, Exp. date.
Address

City.

State Zip,

1
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NEXT STEP PUBLICATIONS
Presents
New Consciousness Tapes
By RICHARD A. GREENE

Howto Develop and Use Telepathy
= Howto Develop and Use
Psychokinesis
Howto See Auras
Howto Communicate With
Your Higher Self
Howto Develop Invlslbllly
Howto Developand Use Your
sychic Powers
Howto Atract Welth
and Pro
Howo i Handle e Problems
in
Death-—The Final ystery
= Howto Control Tim
Flowto Galn Contro of Your Life
Howto Manifestthe Things
YouWant in Your Life
= The Real You— Beyond the Body
Howto Astral Project
Through Distance and Space
How to Astral Project
Through Time
Howto Astral Project
Into Past Lives
Astral Projection Through
the 80's— A Look Into the Future
The Lue Force Energy — How
velopand Direct It
Psychic Healing—Healing
“Through Color, Auras and
the Life Force Enel gr
The True Purpose of Planet Earth
The lysteres ofThis Universe
HowTo Obtain Personal Pows
What Really Hagpens Belween Lifetimes
The True Story Behind Karma
and Reincanation

Each Tape $9.95
Plus $1.25 postage-handiing.
Also by Richard A. Greene:
The Handbook of Astral Projection. 160 pgs.
The Handbook ot Psychic Healing, over 200 pgs.
Each book $19.95 plus $1.25 postage-handling,

NEXT STEP PUBLICATIONS
P.0. Box 1403, Nashua, NH 03061

Outside of U.S., be sureto make
payable in U.S. dollars.

FATE

Dick Ruhl in the APRO Bulletin, Vol.
32, No. 6, published by the respected
Aerial Phenomena Research Organiza-
tion (3910 E. Kleindale Rd., Tucson,
Ariz. 85712).

My own skepticism is based on the
fact that night formation flying by even
the most skilled and practiced military
pilots is dangerous. Moreover, it is
strictly illegal and every one of the pilots
involved in such an enterprise would be
severely disciplined. The feat supposedly
was accomplished by a band of skylark-
ing civilian pilots from a small West-
chester County airport. Because | have
not been involved in aviation for many
years, | asked my friend Max Karant,
retired assistant director of the Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Association, to
comment on the probabilities. Here are
excerpts from his response:

“I'm inclined to be skeptical about
these fun-loving pilots at Stormville too.
Ifyou've ever tried to fly in formation,
you quickly brush aside all that hogwash
on the subject that's in the [Discover]
article. Even in broad daylight, forma-
tion flying is tricky. The average private
pilot may have tried it but if he didn’t
get killed it scared him to death.

Now, doing that at night, in private
planes, with private pilots, is sheer
nonsense.

“*As for the law, the FAA would be
at the head of the parade looking for
culprits. The Federal Air Regulations
[FARs] make clear why. Such flying
as described in that article would be
in violation of FAR 91.9, 91.65(a),
91.69(a), 91.109, and so on and on ...

“I have nearly 11,000 hours of flying
and I never would indulge in such
nonsense. Using my damned head is
how I've managed to live this long!”






THIRD LOOK

ITH ALL such controversies the

W nal answers are never in. Let's

go back to Dick Ruhl’s article in

APRO Bulletin. It is a far better article
than the one in Discover. It's more
interesting, better researched, far more
detailed and convincing.

Ruhl relates that he and three other
APRO field investigators, Sal Giamusso,
Gerry Arena and Richie Petracca, set
out to investigate the mystery. They
interviewed witnesses, police, officials
at Westchester airport and other
persons. He tells how Sgt. George
Lowery of the New Cassel Police
Department alerted members of the
town board and how about 25 board
members ran outside to see a lighted
wedge-shaped object which appeared, to
some of them at least, to be one large
body. Lois Mitchell, superintendent of

FATE

the town of New Cassel, described it as
looking like a boomerang or having a
delta-wing shape with three greenish-
thkite lights atop it. The craft was “‘very

steady and very, very slow, just
gliding.”
Meanwhile, Westchester Airport

confirmed that it had made radar
contact with the *‘object.” Adrienne
Pellini, in a June 25 sighting, called it
a “tremendously large object
solid . . . unbelievably large
It was so big it filled up the whole sky
and it was very solid. It blocked out the
stars and clouds
bottom of it.”
Ruhl and his group continued their
inquiries. Finally, one night they
saw what looked like a genuine UFO
through Ruhl’s binoculars. They saw a
brilliant white wedge-shaped object
floating and turning in the sky. They

| saw the entire

Spin the Wheels! Explore the Future!

IRENA’S
TAROT WHEELS
OF DESTINY

Mystery surrounds the origin of the Tarot and
its strange symbols. The oldest known deck was
made for Charles VI of France about 1393. The
modern deck of playing cards evolved from the
Minor Arcana of the Tarot, and Irena uses the
modern symbols for these 56 cards. She retains

the traditional symbols for the 22 cards of the Major Arcana.

““Irena’s Tarot Wheels of Destiny are a revolutionary advance in using the Tarot to reveal and
guide. This luxuriously beautiful device—Irena’s invention after 17 years of working with the
Tarot—consists of five concentric, free-spinning wheels bearing the 78 Tarot symbols. Itis simple
to use—just spin each ofthe five wheels and obtain your reading from the booklet included. Set

out now on a fascinating exploration of your

possible futures!

Order today! Only $34.95
Plus $2.50 postage-handling ($4.50 on foreign orders)

VENTURE BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035
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believed it couldn’t possibly be a forma-
tion of planes. Ruhl writes, **Suddenly
Petracca shouted, ‘There’s another one
to the left!” ‘We watched in utter
amazement as the two objects glided
extremely slowly and maneuvered . .
constantly changing from white as they
approached us to red as they turned
away, and then from the side, the red,
green-blue and white lights appeared.
“They finally formed up into a huge
boomerang shape and it was then that
| saw some light reflected on the bodies
of six aircraft. We knew then we had the
evidence on the ‘Stormville pilots.* **
Subsequently the four investigators
were threatened when they went to the
airport to press their investigation.
Nevertheless they were able to obtain
further evidence that the ““UFO”" was
an artifact of the airplanes. But one
question continued to bother them:

WE LIVE IN A

FATE

““Were there actual UFOs in the area
in addition to the formation-flying
pilots?”

Ruhl concludes there is a 10-percent
chance that there was a genuine object
in the Westchester-Putnam-Duchess-
County area as well as in some parts of
Connecticut.

““The witnesses must reexamine what
they saw in an objective manner in the
light of the facts,” he says. *“Mrs.
Murphy [who drew sketches of what she
saw, including a domed object] saw
both the pilots at night and the UFO
and she feels they are definitely
different. Time will tell.”

Perhaps.

(e]6]

CAUGHT IN THE ACT
STORY reported in a more recent
Alssue of the APRO Bulletin (Vol.

DICHO WORLD

Our lives are lived on two levels—the level of cause

and the level of effect. All that we

see in the world

around us is the world of effect. We do not under-
stand this because we do not understand the world

of cause, which really has its origin completely with-
When we learn the secret of this dicho, or
split-level world, we can take command on the level
The Science of Mentalphysics teaches a
simple, age-old method to gain control of the Cos-
mic Creative Force. Write for free information today
to: Mentalphysics, PO Box 640, Yucca Valley, CA
92284. A non-profit organization founded 1927.

in us.

of cause.

Mentalphysics, Dept. D
X 640, Yucca Valley CA 92284

Send hformation on Mentalphysics [ ] Retreats[ ]

Name_

GIVE A LIFT TO
YOUR LIFE with
methods that refresh
your body, mind,
and spirit in the
peace and beauty of
the Mentalphysics
Retreat. Recharge
your body with
scientific breathing.
Learn about medita-
tion, chanting, and
other revitalizing

Address

practices that open

city State

up the channel to

Zip the Higher Self.



God'’s

Magic Crystals

Can they change your life?

Have you always believed in your
heart that somewhere there IS A REAL
talisman of great power? A talisman
that can change your life for the better?
The Ancient people had such a talis-
man — one that has withstood the test
of time. The Ancients who built the
pyramids, were surely the greatest
stone masons of all time . . . and the
talisman they treasured above all oth-
ers was natural clear quartz crystal.
Crystal was their magical gem-
stone of divination and power.
Why did they spend 300 years hand
rubbing the crystal skull of the Incas?
Was there really a great crystal of
Atlantis?... anddidit supply powerfor
a whole continent? Could this power
work for YOU? What do we know
about crystal today?
« Natural crystal has a measur-
able electrical charge, focusing
power on the wearer.
« Natural crystal emits negative
ions, dramatically expanding the
energy field of the wearer.
- Crystal takes in only light, pro-
tects you from dark forces.
« Crystal has a refractory index
of 1.55. Worn over the heart, it
reflects lesser vibrations, returns
evil thought to the sender.
- Crystal intensifies the mystic
mind powers of the wearer.
« Crystal automatically raises
the consciousness of the wearer.

1

-

« Crystal balances the magnetic
field of the wearer.

« Natural crystal is the most per-
fect pendulim known to man,
giving immediate and accurate
answers to all questions, past,
present and future.

Awaken and energize your
incredible powers within to do”your
bidding with the enchanted natural
crystal.

We have a limited number of natural
crystals to offer. Each crystal is
nature’s own work of art, therefore u-
nique. Every crystal is capped and
layered in pure 24K gold. You must
be absolutely satisfied and
delighted or your money will be
refunded, no questions asked.

Each crystal offered at theamazingly
low price”of $14. Two for $24.95.
Add $1.05 postage and handling to all
orders, please. Double or multiple
points on request. Visa, Mastercard
accepted. Include card number, exp.
date and signature.

FREE bonus for prompt reply; lovely
gold plate chain to go with your crystal.

Also available capped with “pure
silverplate with a beautiful herringbone
sterling silver chain. $19.95/each or 2
for $34.95 plus $1.05 P/H.

Institute of Psychic Research,
Creston Station, Box 06470 -
Dept. AG-18, Oregon
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MAGICAL CRYSTAL
HEADBAND!

Each headband set with 3
genuine, clear rock quartz
Vistdle, Guaranteed! NOT
DED GLASS! Mined in
oy
aring the crystals on
yourforehead will stimulate
your SPIRITUAL EYE
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32, No. 10) says that on July 24, 1984,
anight when a formation of lights was
observed over Westchester County,
police in a neighboring county observed
eight airplanes flying in circular
formation.

The police alerted another officer
who drove to the airport, where he saw
one of the planes land. Two others
landed and quickly turned off their
lights. The other five planes, apparently
having spotted the police car, veered
away and fled.

Sgt. Daniel Andriano, who first saw
the planes, has reported the incident to
the FAA. State police say they do not
know if these aircraft were also respon-
sible for the Westchester sightings—but
it does appear from the witnesses’
description ofthe planes’ behavior that
their pilots were up to something and
did not wish to be caught at it.

00

SOVIET “UFO"
N JANUARY 31, 1985 in a
Odlspalch out of Moscow, the New

York Times reported a spectacula

sighting of an aerial apparition that
“first appeared as a yellow light, then
as a white ray. Then it became a green
cloud that turned into something resem-
bling a plane. It was the latest example
of a phenomenon that has caught
Russians’ imagination—sightings of
unidentified flying objects.”

The object was observed by passen-
gers and crew aboard Aerofiot 8352 on
a night flight from Rostov to Tallinn.
The sighting, which occurred at 4:10
A.M. in a clear sky, was confirmed by
ground controllers who tracked two
unidentified blips on their radar screen.
Among those who monitored the track-
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| SEE BY THE PAPERS

ing was a scientist who said the object
was “what we call a UFO.”

But if this was a UFO—and at this
point we are far from certain that it
was—it was a most unusual one. When
spotted, the object was just a bright
yellow light. Suddenly it shot a thin
white ray toward the ground. The ray
turned into concentric cones of light and
then dissipated into agreen cloud which
crossed the Tu-134 aircraft's flight
path and “*began to take on the shape
of a plane.”

This last description is frustratingly
vague. Are we to believe that the cloud
took on roughly the outline of a plane
or that it actually turned into a plane-
shaped craft?

Nikolai N. Zheltukhin, a correspond-
ing member of the Academy of Sciences
and the head of the Commission on
Anomalies, discounted meteorological
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explanations, calling the sighting (in the
Times' words) ““a valuable documen-
tation of the transformation of an
unidentified flying object.”

From our perspective, however, it
seems wise to suspend judgment—at
least until further information is
available—on whether this was or was
nota UFO. James Oberg, a UFO inves-
tigator and authority on the Soviet space
program, has shown that a number of
spectacular Russian *“UFO™ sightings in
recent years were caused by secret
satellite launches. Frequently witnesses
reported seeing a “*cloud”—caused by
the venting of excess propellant from
the rocket—in association with what
they took to be a UFO. See, for ex-
ample, Oberg’s article “Giant UFO
Over Two Continents,” January 1983
Fate, and especially the photograph on
page 47.

FOR DILIGENT DIVINERS
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SEEING-EYE ALGA

OR THOSE of you who wonder
Fhow evolution developed the won-

derful abilities of sight in animals, there
is now an explanation. Nearly all
creatures are able to perceive the narrow
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum
we call light with mechanisms as compli-
cated as our eyes.

The single-cell green alga Chlamydo-
monas has a complete visual system,
scientists have learned. The alga has an
eyespot that focuses light upon a tiny
piece oftissue containing about 100,000
pigment molecules. The tiny creature
rotates as it swims and as its eyespot
scans the light pattern it somehow
produces physical changes that direct its
propelling flagella. The pigment that
detects the light is rhodopsin, the same
pigment animals use to see.

Itis reasonable to assume that sighted
animals evolved their seeing abilities out
of some such mechanism as this.

00

SWEET ACIDOPHILUS

STRAIN of bacteria added to milk
Amay prove to have unexpected side

benefits that make its product akin
a wonder food. The product is sweet
acidophilus milk which has long been
promoted as a health food but without
any serious data to support the claims.
Now, however, work at Oklahoma State
University at Stillwater has produced
some startling evidence of sweet aci-
dophilus milk’s health benefits.

Acidophilus milk has long been

available in the market. It is produced
by adding a strain of bacteria called
Lactobacillus acidophilus to the milk
and then allowing the milk to ferment.
The resulting milk has been sour but the
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| SEE BY THE PAPERS

new variety is sweet and supposedly
tastes no different from ordinary low-
fat pasteurized milk.

Preliminary research on sweet aci-
dophilus milk shows that it has at least
three substantial beneficial effects.

First, in the intestinal tract it controls
certain kinds of undesirable micro-
organisms such as Salmonella,
according to J. Raloffin Science News.

Second, the bacteria in the milk are
antagonistic to cholesterol and have
been shown to reduce the cholesterol
concentrations in the blood of test
animals and of babies.

Third, the bacteria supply an enzyme
needed to digest lactose. As a result,
some persons who have had to avoid
milk can drink sweet acidophilus milk
without any ill effect.

Stanley Gilliland, who heads the
research project at Oklahoma State,
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warns that his team’s conclusions are
still preliminary. He also points out that
only certain strains of the acidophilus
bacteria are able to accomplish the
desired results.
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LIFE IN THE VOLCANO

N UNDERWATER volcano has
A\lzeen discovered about 240 miles

est of Newport,

known as the Juan de Fuca Ridge. It lies
5000 feet under the seawater and rises
4300 feet from the ocean bottom and it
supports a stunning variety of strange
deep sea life.

This huge smoldering volcano is the
second similar discovery made during
the summer of 1984. The other is the
smaller but equally strange *“Magic
Mountain" consisting of gray smokers
found several hundred miles north along
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Explorer Ridge off Vancouver Island.
Alexander Malahoff, the government
scientist who explored the Newport
volcano in the tiny deep-sea research
submarine Alvin, reports that its crater
is two miles wide and five miles long and
““is one ofthe most spectacular environ-
ments I've ever been in.
There is fresh lava within the crater
with jets of hot water shooting up from
the fissures around its rim. The water
is clear as a vent is approached but
becomes cloudy in its immediate vicinity
with suspended bacteria that thrive
on the normally poisonous hydrogen
sulfide pouring from the vents.

““When you get near the vent, the
water has large floccules like snowflakes
of bacteria floating around,” Malahoff
told the United Press, “and on the
floor you'll have populations of hydro-
thermal worms which are the most
spectacular. [There are] clams, of
course, and then you have vent fish
which have never been caught as yet.
These are semitransparent fish that live
in the warm vent water.”

The thousands of worms around the
vents look like a field of wheat that has
been knocked down and lodged by wind
and rain. Along with the large tube-
worms which have carrot-colored tops
are smaller palm worms—small **blood-
like worms with little tentacles on
the end.”

In the Magic Mountain discovery the
vent chimneys grow to the size of small
redwood trees and other spires are as
high as 150 feet and 600 feet in circum-
ference.

These vent dwellers are the only
animals scientists have ever found that
do not depend one way or another on
the sun for energy through photosyn-
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thesis. The bacteria can live in water hot
enough to sterilize surgical instruments
and they are able to convert to energy
the poisonous hydrogen sulfide belching
from the depths of the earth.

Further studies ofthe ocean bottoms,
especially of the ocean ridges, are
certain to bring other surprises. Of the
46,500 miles of known ocean ridges, less
than 100 miles have been explored!

(e]6]

EXTINCTIONS
LTER ALVAREZ and his
colleagues’ claims that the dino-

FATE

Alvarez’s theory seems plausible. It
contends that an asteroid struck the
earth about the time the dinosaurs
vanished, causing worldwide devasta-
tion which killed 70 percent of all plant
and animal life. Alvarez's strongest
evidence is a thin layer of clay,
containing a high level of iridium, that
separates the Cretaceous age from the
Tertiary age. Proponents of his theory
agree that the iridium could have come
only from space because iridium is
scarce on earth but 100,000 times more
abundant on extraterrestrial objects.
Clemens disagrees. He concedes the

saur extinctions were caused by a giexistence of the iridium layer but says

meteorite or small asteroid or comet
hitting the earth continue to be chal-
lenged by paleobiologists. One skeptic
is William Clemens, professor at the
University of California at Berkeley,
where Alvarez is also in residence.

it doesn’t coincide with the extinctions.
He believes the dinosaurs had been
gone for 10,000 to 50,000 years by the
time the asteroid struck—and, besides,
many other creatures crossed the time
boundary safely.

THE OCCULT SCIENCES:

How To Get What You Want
Through Your Occult Powers

By ANTHONY NORVELL

Norvell reveals the mystic and occult formulas used by financial
giants throughout history to amass huge fortunes—formulas you
can use to bring riches Into your own lfe.

Discover how to reach your desired goals; how to become more
dynamic and attractive; how to tap the psychomagnetic

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Anthony Norvell has spent
many years of his lite In the
study of psychic phenomena
and occult philosophy. A
recognized authority In
these fields, he has been a
popular astrologer, poyelic
and lecturer. He has b

an advisor to movie slars
and has performed on his
own radio and television
programs.

wavelengths of the invisible world and channel them for healing.
success and abundan:

Now learn the occull secret of Transmutation, by which to
change negative situations in your life into joyous and rewarding
ones; how to weave a Magnetic Spell to attract new friends, gain
love and popularity; how to focus your vital forces for health and
long life; how to use Astral
Psychometry—and more!

Projection, Thought Forms,

Send for your copy now! Only $7.95 plus
postage-handling: $1.00 U.S.A.; $1.50 foreign.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.0. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 00035



AURA BREAKTHROUGH
NOW—NO GOGGLES

NEEDED!

In less than 20 minutes you will

lear
you

Dr. Kolai Babb spent over 10 years
developing a most unique system that
assures your seeing the auric force that
emanates around all living things. No
goggles or other aids to look through,
simply a method of training your eyes to
focus properly, at will

Upon receipt of your order, you will be
sent a kit containing four business-size
plastic cards, beautifully colored, each
card embedded with 70,000 microscopic
magnifying lenses, perfectly aligned to
aid you in learning to properly focus your
eyes for aura viewing. Complete, easy-to-
follow instructions are included

After viewing these cards for a couple
of minutes, you will see a beautiful
hazy glow begin to appear around their

1 Regular size Kit, $19.05, plus $2.00
postage-handling

1 Group Training size kit, $49.95,
plus $3.00 postage-handiing

1 Express Mail, add $15.00. Other-
wise kit sent first class mail.

Please make check payable to U.AR.C.

n to see the human aura with
r naked eye!

perimeter, and with a few more minutes
of practice you will be able to look at
any living thing and view its aura. Then,
after a couple of practice sessions, you
will no longer need the cards, as your
eyes will be able to focus naturally, at
will. (The cards are reusable. You can
give the kit to a friend, or sell it and get
back your investment.)

Now, with further practice, you will learn
to see trouble spots in the aura and how
to correct them. Plus much more!

The kit has been test-marketed at psychic
fairs, lectures and training seminars, as well
as by mail order. Thousands have been sold
and three have been returned. You are
assured ofa 100% money-back guarantee
if you are not fully satisfied.

UNIVERSAL AWARENESS RESEARCH CENTER
252 Tunxis Rd., Dept. F
st Hiartord, T d8io7

Please send me kits(s) as checked at left.



30 FATE

z Clemens and others have uncovered
Magic Pendulum different patterns of extinction and they
of the believe the process takes place over
Ancient Oracles thousands and thousands of years. There

are regional differences in extinction;
some groups die out faster in northern
areas than in southern.

Clemens himself thinks that “‘we’re
probably looking at changes resulting
from a gradual shift in climate.” Need-
less to say, the Alvarez team disputes
Clemens’ arguments.
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WHITE SALAMANDER

NEW LETTER, purportedly writ-
ten in 1830 by Martin Harris, the
first convert to Mormonism, is widely

viewed as threatening to alter the “‘ideal-

ized” portrait of Joseph Smith, who
founded the Church of Mormon.

Reportedly the letter says that Smith
found the golden plates which later
resulted in the Book of Mormon with
the help of a “*seer stone”—a kind of
magical looking glass, according to
John Dart in the Los Angeles Times. It
also claims that Smith was at first kept
from gaining possession ofthe plates by
an ““old spirit” which had transfigured
itself into a white salamander.

The real change in all this is that
Smith said he was directed by an angel
to find the golden plates which he
translated by means of seer stones. This
would seem to be no more than a
variant of Smith’s known practice of
hunting treasure in those difficult times
in New York state. Smith, like many
other persons, was an inveterate treasure
hunter and he believed there were
treasures guarded by spirits who had
the ability to remove them to another
location if the searcher got close.
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Dart apparently believes Mormons
would be troubled to know that Smith
was a treasure seeker who believed in
magical spirits. But this is already
known and in fact was discussed in
Rodger |. Anderson’s article “The Man
Who Saw Visions in His Hat” in the
October 1984 issue of Fate. What is
new, of course, is the “‘white sala-
mander” idea and also the contradiction
in the story of how the golden plates
were found.
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PAST-LIFE MEMORY
N A JANUARY 1985 lecture to
lBrllaln'S Association for the Scien-
tific Study of Anomalous Phenomena,
writer lan Wilson spoke of his investi-
gation of ““past lives™ said to be recalled
through hypnotic regression.

His interest was sparked by a tele-
vision program on the work of hypnotist
Arnall Bloxham who had regressed
numerous persons and recorded their
accounts of prior incarnations. Wilson
wrote Bloxham who sent him a copy of
abook in which he kept transcriptions
of his subjects’ stories. *That book was
the first thing to make me sit up and
look at the subject with a critical eye,”
Wilson said. ““There were many of these
cases that were unconvincing.

“*For instance, one person was saying
they were living in the time of Rameses
111 and using Cistercian coins. But there
were no Cistercian coins at that time and
someone living at that time would not
have known the pharaoh as Rameses
111; it was Victorian archaeologists who
gave the pharaoh [his] number.”

As he continued his investigation,
Wilson found a consistent pattern: the
stories were initially impressive but

FATE

under scrutiny they all fell apart.

In one case awoman “recalled” a life
as a witch in 16th-Century England. She
said she was tried at Chelmsford, Essex,
in 1556 and she provided the names of
the prosecutor and judge and many
other details. When Wilson examined
the historical record, he found all the
details checked out—except one.

He learned that one of the earliest
books mentioning the case got the date
wrong—1556 instead of the real date,
1566. Later writers copied the mistake.
Wilson concluded that the hypnotized
woman had unconsciously drawn on a
memory from her present life of some-
thing she had read in a book.

In another case a hypnotized subject
spoke in what appeared to be 16th-
Century English. But a linguistic expert
who heard the tape said this was not
English as it was spoken four centuries
ago.

00
NO RULES IN THE GAME

nother problem wiison has

with supposed past-life recall is

‘that people who undergo hypnosis w
different hypnotists tell different stories
about how reincarnation works.

““Joe Keeton found that people tend
to be reincarnated nine months after
their last life—that is, they go straight
into the womb after their death,”
Wilson said. *“But Bloxham's subjects
were completely different with up to
three centuries between each life.”

Wilson has concluded that *‘the
explanation for past lives lies in a
controlled splitting of the personality
which occurs when the hypnotist tells
the subject, “You are going back to a
past life.’
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“lam not conducting a case against
reincarnation, but | do feel the hypnotic
regression material is not what it

appears. Ifyou really analyze in detail
the material, it falls apart.”

MOON MADNESS
HE SUBJECT is still debated. Can
I the moon affect our moods, our

minds, our physical well-being? Yes

says Dr. Charles Mirabile, a psychiatrist
at the Institute of Living, in Hartford,
Conn.

A computer-aided study of 4000
mentally ill persons over 20 years shows
that the severity of mental illness varies
with the positions ofthe sun and moon.
Mirabile says that psychotics behave
most bizarrely when the moon is full—
an idea that has been part of folk
wisdom for centuries. Moreover, he
reports that computer analyses show
that susceptibility to motion sickness has
a remarkable seasonal effect on the
hospital admissions of the mentally ill.
Persons with very large or very small

tendencies to motion sickness are most

apt to be admitted to the hospital in the
spring and fall. Those with intermediate
motion-sickness susceptibility tended to
be admitted during the summer and

winter. Mirabile has no idea why this

is true.
Mirabile’s study also shows that the
severity of the disease climbs not only

when the moon is full but also at the

time of the new moon when the Ilunar
image disappears. This suggests that

the brain may be responding not to

moonlight itself but to the rising and
falling tides.
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THE WITCHES OF MAJORCA

The few remaining survivors of an ancient people,
Los Bruxos use 4000-year-old formulas to mix therapeutic elixirs.
Text, photos and sketches by Salvatore M. Trento

AJORCA, largest of the Balearic  sunshine. To tourists, Majorca is a place
M Islands in the western Mediterra-  of quaint hotels and turquoise-blue

nean, is a sun-drenched semitropicales—but high up in the island’s north-
paradise. Each year more than two western sierras, far away from noisy
million tourists, mostly from the cold,  discos and salty margaritas, are the last
cloud-covered northern European coun-  remnants of a forgotten culture. In tiny
tries, fly down for a holiday in heatand  one-room stone houses tucked under

In village of Soller, author met Biel (center) who with his fellow Bruxos is here
recording native songs. Later, when author visited Biel’s casita in the mountains,
he learned that merriment is as much a part of Bruxos' life as potions and chants.
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Villagers loiter near
base of Roman cobble-
stone road which leads
into mountains and to
homes of Los Bruxos.

sheer cliffs live the few remaining
survivors of an ancient people—Los
Bruxos, the witches.

I have visited Majorca often over the
past 13years and on one visit some years
ago my friend Tofol, a skilled carpenter,
told me tales of Los Bruxos
(pronounced “‘brew hose™). He said
that when he was a boy some 75 years
ago, a strange people were known to live
among the island’s most inaccessible
cliffs. These people practiced pagan-
Christian rituals and worshipped the
Black Madonna and some made elixirs
from natural herbs and flowers which
reputedly cured everything from an
upset stomach to unrequited love. Tofol
told me that many villagers used to go
into the mountains to make use of
these services.

Intrigued by this piece of folklore,

| determined to learn whether any

remnants of Los Bruxos—cauldrons,
houses, fire pits—were scattered among
the rocks. | reasoned that Tofol's
boyhood reflections must have stemmed
from the early 1920's; this was all | had
to go on when 1 set out to recapture the
lost history of these strange people.
The Bar Central, just off the main
plaza in the village of Soller, caters to
the island’s old stock: men from the
fields, workers seeking to escape the
midaftemoon heat. These grizzled old
men don’t waste words, nor do they
care much for the formalities of main-
land Castilian Spanish. They speak
Mallorquin, a language hybridized from
Catalan, Arabic and French. Cigarette
smoke and the sweet scent of Soberano,
a smooth Iberian brandy, greeted my
nostrils when | walked into the darkened
place one day in the summer of 1984—
and here | met a Majorcan witch.
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Biel guided author's search for lost
history of ancient people who lived in
isolation among the cliffs, practiced
pagan-Christian rituals and worshipped
the Black Madonna. Bruxo sites are
often associated with Bronze Age sites
which date as far back as 1800 B.C.

“*Salvatore! Oyay, Salvatore!” Tofol
called to me from the rear of the bar.
As | walked through the beaded en-
tranceway, a sea of leather-faced men
in black berets turned toward me.
Sitting next to Tofol was a small man
with delicate features and piercing green
eyes. Tofol introduced him as Biel, a
friend he had known all his life. |
extended my hand and mumbled some-
thing in Spanish. Biel’s greeting was a
bit unnerving. His eyes seemed to
penetrate the inadequacies of my tongue.
He knew what | meant, although |
hadn’t spoken Mallorquin, but most
distressingly he answered the question
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| was just forming in my mind!

““Yes, | am a Bruxo" he said non-
chalantly. “Like my father and my
father’s father and before.”

1 knew that Tofol had wanted me to
meet someone special. He had told me
that morning to stop in the bar to meet
his friend. But 1 was totally unprepared
for this.

“Tofol, es verdacP.” | said. “Is it
true?” He smiled and nodded.

uperstition has always played

a large part in the lives of Majorcans,

especially in the mountains wher
contact with outsiders used to be limited
to weekend treks to market. And this
contact was the privilege of men.
Women stayed home minding the pigs.
Given the austere conditions of the local
terrain, the remoteness of clusters of
fincas (farmhouses) and the coastal
pillages by North African pirates, the
islanders developed peculiar beliefs
about their psychosocial surroundings.
Perhaps in an effort to muster some
control over their seemingly chaotic
environment—Saracen pirates storming
into villages, killing the men, raping the
women and selling the children into
slavery—the Majorcans turned to LOS
Bruxos, strange social outcasts who in
the eyes of the populace had the power
to influence events.

At dawn the morning after our
meeting, Biel took me to the mountains.
We walked up a curving cobblestone
pathway past gnarled olive trees the size
ofsmall houses. The Romans built this
switchback soon after occupying the
island in 120 B.C. When it came to
influencing a local populace, the Romans
were experts. They always built roads
through the main centers of religious
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activity, the better to keep track of
native affairs.

As we walked Biel pointed out
peculiar facets of the island’s history.
The olive terraces were built by the
Moors, the North African Arabs who
swept through Iberia, invading and
eventually settling there in the late
Eighth Century A.D. They stayed in
Majorca for 500 years. Although the
Moors brought agricultural prosperity
to the island, terracing the mountain-
sides into tillable land with an extensive
irrigation system of canals and aque-
ducts, and although they were forced
out of Majorca in the 1200’s, if you
mention a Moor to a farmer today he
will spit. Even after 700 years the hatred
runs deep.

“Biel, why do the farmers today hate
a people who did so much for the
island?”" | asked. ““Your people are still
harvesting olives from trees planted by
the Moors.”

He pointed to the countless terraced
fieldstone walls snaking up 45-degree
angle hills.

“The olive tree loves misery,” he
said. ““Treat it well and it will die. The
best fruit comes from trees planted in
the most miserable soil like that in the

Mid-19th-Century archives in
Palma, Majorca's capital,
verify grisly tale of Josefa
who murdered and dismem-
bered her drunken husband
Jaime. Because of her father's
social status, she was not
punished for the crime and
lived out her life as a witch.
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mountains, butto gather and transport
the fruit you need workers. My ances-
tors were slaves for the Moors. They cut
into the mountains, leveling the sides
like so many stairs. Then they carried
the stones on their backs from the valley
below to build the terraces. Later they
carried the fruit to the Moorist presses.”

After what seemed an eternity we
passed over a raging falls by way of an
arched stone bridge of Moorish origin.
Perched on a hillock a few hundred
yards away was Biel's casita. As we
neared the little house | saw what
appeared to be a party in full swing.
Four red-faced men were joking and
drinking and someone passed me a
bottle of red wine before | could intro-
duce myself. Biel was gulping Soberano
The sun was just beginning to peek over
a stark, pink-gray cliff face known as
the Baranc. It was 8:00 A.M.
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The next few weeks spent with these
men—these Bruxos—were filled with
mystery and intrigue. | was discovering
a foreign culture. Their ways were
similarto the lowlanders, yet different.
Here were chipper athletic men in their
80's smoking Winston cigarettes while
mixing potions to help cure children’s
bed-wetting. Watching them gather
herbs and roots for their potions con-
jured up a sense of ages-old magic.
While they were obviously well-versed
in local wild-plant pharmacology, their
method of gathering the flora, the
chants and songs which preceded the
mixing, spoke of ancient rituals.

One ofthe plants collected in the light
ofthe full moon was the mandrake. In
times past the forked root ofthe plant,
which vaguely resembles a human form,
was thought to be the receptacle ofgreat
earth-spirit power. It was believed that
the mandrake could be safely uprooted
only once a month, after appropriate
song and ritual. Great care was taken
to block one’s ears against the deadly
shriek the root supposedly uttered as it
came out of the soil. The Majorcan
Bruxos got around the problem by
playing a loud musical instrument called
the Ximbomba (pronounced chimbom-
ba), a drumlike vessel with a bamboo
reed attached to the skin’s midsection.
The player would spit on his hands and
stroke the reed in a downward motion,
producing an eerie ““‘womp, womp,
womp* while his partners yanked out
the mandrake. Once the root was picked
it was used in potions for inducing love,
helping in pregnancy, healing cuts and
inducing sleep for the insomniac.

There may be something to all this;
the mandrake root contains a narcotic
alkaloid similar to atropine. The bio-
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logical effects include faster heart rate,
pupil dilation, relaxation of intestinal
spasms (helpful in preventing bed-
wetting) and hallucinations. Large doses
of the pulverized root radically affect
the central nervous system with symp-
toms of intense excitement and delirium
followed by depression and paralysis.
When one considers the potency of this
and other drugs, it is easy to understand
the power LOS Bruxos must have had
among the Majorcan people.

During my stay with the Bruxos | saw
them mix other elixirs, each for a
specific purpose. The origins of these
potions no doubt date to prehistoric
times. The Bruxo sites, known as Plas
de ses Bruxos (places of the witches), are
often found on or near Bronze Age
tomb and occupation sites, ruins that
date to 1800 B.C. Preliminary analysis
of the pottery shards found in burials
has shown that the bowls contained not
grain or food but rather pulverized dried
herbs and flowers, the very same plants
used by Biel and his fellow Bruxos to
make their potions.

Records of strange rites and potions
on the Balearic Islands go back to
Roman times. At a place called Calas
Covas (cove of the caves) on the neigh-
boring island of Minorca, there is a
cave wall with more than 20 Roman
stone plaques cemented to it. The First
Century A.D. Latin-Greek script speaks
of springtime fertility rituals practiced
by the cave inhabitants. The partially
obscured, weathered text also refers to
anointings and to specially prepared
drinks which enabled the ancients to
commune with the gods.

NE MORNING about seven
Oo'clock the chatter of new voices
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awakened me. Stepping from the casita,
| saw an old woman dressed in black
holding the hand ofa small boy no more
than six years old. Antonia had walked
up from the village to get help for her
grandson Pepe. He was a bed wetter.

Talk ofthe problem clearly annoyed
the boy. He fidgeted while Antonia told
Biel that her daughter Maria had tried
all sorts of medical remedies to cure her
son. None worked and the problem was
getting serious. Pepe’s older brothers
taunted him and the youngster himself
was becoming unruly.

Biel nodded knowingly as he listened
to the story. He had heard it all before.
When Antonia finished he called the
boy.

“Pepe, come and watch me make a
special treat for you.”

The boy followed him into the casita
where Biel took a bottle of powder from
an old olive wood cabinet. It was
mandrake root that had been crushed
into a fine dust. Scooping about a cup
of the powder into a bowl, Biel then
poured from a flask a sweet alcoholic
liqueur made from raspberries. When
these were mixed he sent Pepe off to
play and Biel and Antonia walked to a
cave-side niche which held a Madonna.
The Bruxo ladled the pastelike potion
into a small jar and placed it before the
Madonna. Antonia, apparently quite
versed in this developing ritual, pro-
duced a candle and some matches. Biel
lighted the candle, dropped to his knees,
made the sign of the cross and prayed
that his work be not in vain. After a few
moments he told Antonia to spread the
mixture on toast before giving it to Pepe
as a bedtime snack, saying, “‘In two
days he will be cured.”

One morning about a week later
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Antonia and her daughter Maria came
to the casita to thank Biel. The potion
had worked. They kissed the Bruxo and
left 2000 pesetas (about $12) under a
plate on his table.

| asked Biel if he ever had any
requests for love potions. He roared
with laughter and said, ““There used to
be many years ago. Now few come by.”
He went on to tell me about Carlos who
had visited him the year before. The
young man was having trouble attract-
ing the attention of a gorgeous blond
Scandinavian girl. As a waiter ata port-
side cafe, Carlos often saw her bathing
on the beach. But the girl never noticed
him.

Biel remembered the scene with glee:
“*He was sweating and stuttering as he
spoke of her. She must have been very
beautiful. The boy was possessed by
her.”

Biel talked to Carlos a long time
about the finer points of male-female
attraction. He remembered saying,
““Don’t be too anxious. Smile when you
walk past her. Don't leer.”

Carlos listened intently and finally
Biel gave him an amulet to wear around
his neck. “This will attract her like squid
to a fisherman’s night-light,” he told
the boy.

““What did you give him?** | asked.
““A special stone dipped in a blend of
herbal juice?"”

““It was nothing. Just a stone, no
more, but it works every time. The boy
eventually went with her to Sweden. He
came up to thank me before they left.”

This touching anecdote illustrates the
function and place of L0S Bruxos now
and in times past. The witches provided
the psychological boost, the necessary
confidence the Majorcans needed to do



the things they found most difficult,
whether attracting a lover or buying
a pig.

NE DAY Biel talked of the night
Osplms that inhabit the mountains.
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me that to understand another’s mental
framework, one must first recognize the
barriers within oneself,

The next day, before we set out for
the “*haunted” finca, Biel led me to a
cave not far from his casita where he

The Donetas d'Aygo are water nympligad constructed a small shrine to the

credited with providing—or with-
holding—water from wells. If a man
found a well with a continous flow of
water, he was said to have been blessed
and beckoned to it by a water spirit. The
Molpis are grotesque, angry spirits of
ancient warriors killed in battle who
inhabit Majorca’s many caves. Entering
a cave without proper “‘spiritual”
protection, said Biel, would certainly
lead to insanity or even death. (My mind
flashed back to the many caves 1 had
explored over the years, knowing
nothing of the Molpis.) The Demonis
Bonet is an evil spirit which occupies
houses and causes havoc: doors open
and close, furniture moves around—
basic poltergeist phenomena. Biel said
he knew of cases so bad the occupants
had to leave their property. This spirit
mostly haunts mountainside fincas
(farmhouses).

“Can you take me to a haunted
cal” | asked. Biel looked at me as
if | were crazy. *“I'm curious about such
stories,” | went on. *““Most of the
‘ghostly’ happenings can surely be
explained.”

“Salvatore,” he whispered, *‘to know
what 1 speak of you must learn to see
with your eyes, not your head.”

““Now how do | do that?”

“By listening to and believing your
fears.”

1 had trouble sleeping that night.
Biel's words were unsettling. Here was
aman with no formal education telling

local variant of the Roman Catholic
Virgin Mary. The Cult of the Virgin
Mary is prevalent on Majorca and most
important is St. Mary of Lluch. Legend
has it that in the valley of Liuch, once
the last Arab stronghold after the
Reconquestin 1272, the Virgin appeared
to a priest and a shepherd. Her cult is
avariation of a common, ancient theme
found throughout the Mediterranean:
worship of the Mother Goddess which
predates Christianity by several thou-
sand years. Biel’s shrine, holding a
statue of a black Virgin and Child, is
adorned with seashells plastered into its
interior walls and candles.

The black Madonna and Child repre-
sent a blend of pagan Mother Goddess
worship and Virgin adoration. The dark
color is thought to symbolize the rich
soil of a fertile earth. The seashells
are vestigial remnants of the Mother
Goddess cult which manifested as early
as circa 4000 B.C. in Crete and spread
across the Mediterranean.

Leaving the shrine, we set out to find
the haunted finca. A three-hour climb
brought us to a section of the mountain
range called the “*Lofre.” Beyond this,
on a 500-foot cliff overlooking the sea
was the abandoned finca of Josefa, a
Bruja (female witch) who lived in the
mid-1800's. After Biel told me her story
| verified it in mid-19th-Century archives
in Palma, Majorca’s capital city.

Josefa wasn't always a witch. The
daughter of a wealthy landowner, she
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married Jaime, a field hand, whom her
parents did not like because of his low
social status. Nevertheless, part of her
dowry was a large estate which had been
in the family sincethe 1300s. Soon after
the marriage, when Jaime refused to
work the land and spent his time drink-
ing and gambling, Josefa sought help
from an old Bruja. she did not love
Jaime anymore; all she wanted was to
be rid of him, whatever the cost.
After her visit to the Bruja, strange
things began to happen in Josefa’s
finca. As if it were invaded by a
Demonis Bonet, plates crashed off
tables in the middle of the night;
shutters opened and closed when no
wind was blowing; animals howled and
shrieked for no apparent reason. Even-
tually, word of these strange occurrences
spread to the village where Jaime’s
gambling partners warned him  that
something evil was going on.
Unperturbed, Jaime went home after
a night of heavy drinking with his
cronies. This time Josefa was waiting
for him, eyes glazed as if she were
possessed. Jaime screamed as a meat
cleaver crashed into his drunken skull.
Within minutes Josefa had carved up his
body and spread the pieces across the
kitchen floor. When the villagers found
her three days later, she was dancing
around the rotting flesh, her disheveled
clothing stained with Jaime’s blood.
Because of her father's wealth and
political influence, Josefa was never
punished for her crime. She spent
the rest of her life alone in the finca
practicing witchcraft. She died in the
early 1900's.
While it was clear to me that Josefa’s
story had been embellished in retelling
through the years, the moment Biel
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finished 1 wanted to leave—but it was
too late. We had to spend the night in
Josefa'sfinca, Biel said, and hike back
to his casita the next morning. My
mind's eye recollected all the horrors of
Jaime’s murder.

““Not me,” I said. *“I'll sleep out here
tonight.”

It was easy to find two twisted pines
on which to string up my camper's
hammock but something made me reck-
less that night. | strung my hammock
as close as possible to the edge of the
cliff, close to the peaceful solitude ofthe
sea. The world in which | had been
immersed for the past few weeks was
affecting my thinking. It seemed in-
creasingly difficult to be “‘rational” in
light of all | had seen and heard.
Thoughts of Los Bruxos and their
compelling ancient beliefs occupied my
mind in the moments before 1 drifted
into a deep, satisfying sleep.

Reluctantly emerging from my ham-
mock the next morning, | noticed that
Biel had spent the night under a tree. He
too was scared of the past. Staring at
my friend, 1 tried to understand the
mysteries he represented. For the first
time in our weeks together, | saw not
a Bruxo but a very old man. | wished
1 had met him years earlier.

Today few villagers visit L0S Bruxos.
An occasional man or woman, usually
old, hunched over and dressed in black,
may struggle up the cobblestone path
for help with a problem—or sometimes
to laugh the night away with Biel
and his companions. But most of the
younger Majorcans are more interested
in the latest video cassette movie. Biel
and his fellow Bruxos remind the
younger generation of a superstitious,
ignorant past.
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In the villagers’ minds, Los Bruxos,
if recognized at all, are no more than
eccentrics to be humored. This is sad
because Biel and the few remaining
Bruxos are in touch with their island’s
traditions, their social and physical
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surroundings as few Majorcans are
today. In their time LOS Bruxos were the
last resort of the early Majorcan
community. When people sought their
help, Los Bruxos gave them hope, tried
to help them fulfill their dreams.

WIGGLERS IN THE SNOW
By Dwight Whalen

NE OF THE rarest, most puzzling
Ocrealureshcwers on record occurred

they were generally rather larger. Their
length ranged from one-fourth to nearly

long ago when an area of Lockportan inch and a half, and in color they

N.Y., was deluged with worms. The
following account, by a Lockport
correspondent, appeared in the Buffalo
Sunday Courier for January 13, 1878:
“The snowstorm which favored this
city last Thursday night was accom-
panied by a singular phenomenon.
During the day a drizzling rain pre-
vailed, but in the course ofthe night the
temperatures fell and the following
morning the ground was covered with
wet sloppy snow. Prof. A. B. Evans,
principal of the Union School, was the
firstto discover thatthis snow differed
from the ordinary article. In the
morning, on coming out of his house
which is situated in the extreme
southeastern portion of the city, he
noticed that the snow looked a little
queer and at length picked up a handful
of it and casually examined it - - -
““[He] found to his surprise that a
Jarge proportion of what he held in his
and consisted of worms . - . -
The snow representing this peculiarity
was found to cover a space of only a
few hundred feet . . - . Ina handful
of this snow were to be found on an
average from 15 to 25 worms, although
occasionally as many as 50 could be
counted. The total quantity must have
been several bushels.
“The worms had much the appear-
ance of those found in apples, though

were a sort of yellowish white. Their
heads were black and their bodies fat,
indicating . . . that they must have
had plenty to eat, wherever they came
from. They appeared to be dead and
neither pricking nor heating them
[elicited] any signs of life. Under the
microscope, however, it could be seen
that they had blood which circulated—
or what answered for blood.

““With the disappearance ofthe snow
by thawing, the worms lost their shapes,
seemed to liquefy and soon entirely
vanished. Prof. Evans saved some of
them, however, for examination. This
is believed to be the first fall of worms
in snow on record . . .

Lockport wasn't the only western
New York target of the slimy sky-
worms. The Batavia Times had reported
a day earlier: **A singular occurrence
took place about eight o'clock Friday
morning during a snowstorm. In the
backyard of Mr. S. E. Hovey on School
Street, and over several gardens
adjoining him, a shower of light brown
worms, alive, about half an inch long,
fell in that locality and were thickly
scattered over the new-fallen snow.
Mr. H. brought us a basket of snow
with theworms init . . . . Itisamost
remarkable incident and naturally
causes the inquiry as to where these little
wigglers came from.”
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The entities that lurked in the apartment
seemed harmless—until the terrifying night they attacked us.

By Christopher Dow

CHUCKLED as | approached the
steps leading to the second level of
the small brick apartment complex in

Houston. It was almost like a double

deja vu, only this was neither false

memory nor any sort of precognition;
this was very real. Evening had fallen
but the air of late summer was still
heavy with heat and humidity. | didn’t
need to check the numbers on the door
as | rang the bell for No. 10, a big grin
onmy face. | hoped Charles was home.

What a surprise he was going to get!
My close friend Charles Roberts and

I had shared experiences and late-night

philosophy for two years until circum-

stances separated us. Now, two years
later, in 1974,1 had run into a mutual
friend who knew where Charles was
living. When this friend told me the
address, | was taken aback—it was an
apartment | had lived in briefly about
three years earlier.

So here 1 was, visiting a familiar
friend and a familiar habitat. The door
opened and there Charles stood. His
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eyes lit up as he recognized me and
ushered me into the apartment.

We brought each other up to date and
1 learned that his present roommate was
to move out by the end of the following
week, leaving the second bedroom
vacant. He asked if | was interested in
moving in. Although | had recently
moved into the apartment | now
occupied, the prospect of sharing rooms
with Charles more than offset my
reluctance to pack up my belongings
once more and trundle them across
town. | agreed. Then | asked him if the
apartment was still as weird as it once
was. Looking puzzled, Charles asked
what 1 meant.

1 said | had once lived in this very
apartment with Linda, whom he had
known briefly, and at that time we
had found swastikas and pentagrams
roughly gouged into the wood of the
closet doors.

1 didn’t really remember much about
living in the apartment. It had been the
first time | had lived in an intimate rela-
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tionship with someone and we were
often at odds with each other during the
two months we lived there together. In
fact, the only vivid memory 1 had ofthe
place was of a few moments during the
writing of a term paper for one of my
university classes. | had found myself
facing one of the living room walls,
waking as if from a daze, clutching a
sheaf of papers in my left hand and a
pen in my right. Itwas almost as if | had
awakened from sleepwalking, except
that | had started out in the bedroom
that served as my study, writing the
paper instead of sleeping.

I remember how strange it felt
suddenly to find myself standing there
and realizing | had been wandering
around the apartment for several hours
in a benumbed state, scribbling my
paper all the while. Instead of the
required 10-page report | had written a
30-page opus of social and spiritual
protest.

Charles and | looked at the doors. All
but one must have been replaced, since
they were free of marks. On the inside
of that one, in Charles’ bedroom, a
swastika still remained.

A few days after reestablishing
contact with Charles, 1 visited him at the
apartment. We sat in the living room for
a couple of hours, talking nonstop. At
last | got up to go to the bathroom. The
layout of the apartment was simple
enough—two bedrooms, each at one
end of a short hall, with the bathroom
between them. The living-dining area
was parallel with the bedrooms and the
kitchen opened off the dining area. It
was a nice-looking, average apartment,
one of 10 in a complex that had been
built in the late 1950's.

I came out of the bathroom, walked
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into the living room and sat down.
Charles wasn’t in the room but from
where I sat I could see part of one of
the bedrooms. Someone, obviously
Charles, was moving around in it. |
thought that odd, because it was his
roommate’s bedroom, not his, but |
shrugged it off and resumed our
conversation where 1 had left oOff.
Rather than raise my voice to yell into
the other room, 1 got up and walked to
the bedroom door to be able to talk
more easily. As | entered the room, |
stopped dead in my tracks, my sentence
choked off. The room was empty!

With my mind doing a double take,
1 stepped back into the living room. As
1 did, Charles came out of the kitchen.
Seeing the incredulous look on my face,
he asked what was the matter.

1 told him | had seen, or thought |
had, someone in his roommate’s room.
No, it was definite. The more | thought
about it, the more certain | was that
someone had been in that room. It had
been more than a flash. | had looked
directly at the figure for at least 10
seconds, although most of that time it
was partially out of my line of sight,
obscured by the doorjamb. When
Charles asked me to describe what I had
seen, 1didn’t hesitate; Charles isn't one
to scoff at the unknown.

1t’s strange how the mind can record
an image even if the attention isn't
focused on it at the time. When | had
seen the figure in the bedroom, my
attention had been on my conversation.
Seeing movement in the room, | had
naturally assumed it was Charles and
really didn’t pay attention until 1 found
the room empty. Butas | focused on my
memory of the image, | wondered how
1 could have been so blind.
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Charles is of average height for a
male but this figure was only about four
feet tall. Visually it was much like a
three-dimensional shadow, dark at the
center, lightening to a gray at the edges.
It was humanoid in proportions,
although no limbs were distinctly
apparent. | realized also that | had
gotten a few impressions that were not
visual buton a ““feeling” level. The first
was of long, straight hair falling over
the shoulders; the second was that it was
awoman and the third was that she was
lost and lonely.

1asked Charles if he had experienced
anything unusual during his stay in the
apartment. He said no, but that he had
been living there only a short time and
often wasn’t home.

following week | forgot the incident.

ithin two weeks | was fairly settled
and life went smoothly as summer edged
into early fall. | kept busy with work
and the beginnings of the fall semester
and when other odd things began
happening, they barely registered at
first.

One morning when 1 got up, the front
door was standing wide open. | was
immediately miffed at Charles who had
come home after | retired and 1 spoke
to him about the dangers of burglary
and such. He said he thought he had
closed and locked the door when he got
home. | thought it more likely that he
had shut the door, but not completely,
and the wind had blown it open during
the night.

But then, with increasing frequency
over the next two or three months, we
would wake to discover the door wide
open. Many nights | would check the

\I/N THE RUSH of moving the
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door the last thing before going to bed
and make certain it was securely shut
and locked. Even so, many mornings it
would be wide open, as often as three
times a week.

About the time we realized there was
definitely something odd about our
front door, we began to hear noises
around the apartment. The noises were
mostly knockings or sounds of things
falling. The sounds were neither loud
nor violent but enough to draw at-
tention. They also invariably took place
in a room which was unoccupied at the
time, although mostly they seemed to
come from the living room. Never did
we find a fallen object which could
account for the sounds.

Then one night after | had been living
in the apartment for two months, | was
lying in bed reading. My room was the
one in which | had seen the apparition
but I didn’t think much about that until
1 suddenly felt a presence enter the
room, stand at the foot of my bed and
look down at me. I thought then about
the apparition but this thing now
watching me didn’t ““feel”” the same.
This felt masculine and watchful, not
feminine and lost.

| stared directly at, or through, it but
could see nothing. The feeling persisted
for several minutes and then was gone.
1 returned my attention to my book but
not without vague sensations of
paranoia.

I didn’t mention the presence to
Charles but we did talk more and more
about the door’s being open and about
feelings of uneasiness in the apartment.
We took to spending less and less time
in the place and it soon got to be a
shambles, with our possesions strewn all
over the place.
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During the next two months | was
visited several times by the presence,
which would come into the room, often
while | was reading, stand at the foot
ofthe bed and watch me. Several times
I spoke to it, initially asking what it
wanted. Later, though, it gave me such
uneasy feelings that | would order it out.
Usually it would go if I told it to.

One day my friend Ralph Palmer
came over for a visit. Ralph, a
pragmatic individual, has a strong sense
of concrete reality and no belief in the
supernatural. At the time he was a
graduate student at the University of
Houston.

We had been talking when suddenly
he stared toward my bedroom and
partly rose out of his chair, saying he
had seen someone in my bedroom. |
knew there was no one else in the
apartment.

From Ralph’s description | gathered
he had seen the apparition 1'd observed
several months before: about four feet
high, darkly shrouded, with no real
features, standing at about the same
place in the room where | had seen i
1 now knew | hadn’t been imagining it,
but that didn’t make me feel any better
because | had to sleep in that room.

One night about a month after Ralph
saw the apparition, Charles and 1 went
to bed about the same time. 1 lay
reading for some minutes before |
became aware that the “male™ presence
had entered my room and was staring
down at me. I laid my book facedown

on my chest and stared directly at the
space it seemed to occupy. Rather
abruptly, because | was tired of these
invasions of my privacy, 1 asked what
it wanted.

Suddenly 1 felt transfixed and
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paralyzed. A bar of vibrating coldness
lanced diagonally through my brain,
from the left hinge of my jaw to the
upper right comer of my forehead. The
““object” seemed to be the same
diameter and length as an unused pencil
and it felt gray and frigid as it buzzed
and vibrated inside my head.

As this happened, | became aware of
two things. The first was a distant
babble of multitudinous voices. |
hesitate to use the word demonic, for
no words or ideas were clear, but there
was an insanely confused quality to this
subdued pandemonium. The second
sensation was of a presence inside my
brain. With a shock | realized it was
holding me motionless, attempting to
control me.

Terrified, | struggled to regain a grip
onmy mind. But even as the thing inside
tried to pry me loose from my own
moorings, 1 remembered a passage from
abook on astral travel 1 had read a few
years earlier. In this passage the author
dispelled the fear that a disembodied
spirit could take over a body whose
spirit was traveling astrally. The author
stated that a person’s body was his own
and couldn’t be taken over unless he had
decided that he was willing to have such
a thing happen.

With this passage in mind | pressed
my consciousness into its own seat and
refused to budge. All the while |
brought pressure to bear on the thing
inside my head, forcing it out of me,
mentally declaring, **This is My mind!
Get out! Get out!”

Gradually the feeling that a presence
was intruding into my mind slackened
and faded entirely and 1 could move
again. The buzzing cold-bar sensation
continued for a number of minutes
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longer; then it too waned, leaving a
residual feeling that persisted for nearly
an hour.

1 checked the clock. Only about 30 or
40 minutes had elapsed since | had first
lain down to read, which meant that the
attack had lasted for about 15 minutes.
1 was shaken and afraid to sleep. Then
| heard a noise somewhere else in the
apartment. My bedroom door was
closed, so | couldn’t tell where it was
coming from.

Afraid to get up and look but more
afraid not to know, | rose and opened
the door. Down the short hall Charles*
door was shut and all was quiet. | went
into the living room, half expecting the
front door to be open, but it was shut
and locked.

1 started back to my room but some-
thing prompted me to check on Charles.
Not wanting to wake him if he was
asleep, | knocked softly on his door and
called his name quietly. When he didn’t
respond, | knocked again and tried the
knob.

His door was unlocked and as 1
opened it part way, light from the hall
fanned across his floor. He was lying in
a half fetal position, oddly with his head
at the foot of the bed. His face was in
shadow so | couldn’t see it. | called out
his name several times but he didn’t
move a muscle. Rationalizing that he
was all right, | shut the door and
returned to my room.

1 was still uneasy but somehow didn’t
feel as if the thing were going to come
back. At last exhaustion overtook me
and 1 slept.

The next afternoon shortly after 1
arrived home from classes, Charles
came home from work. Before 1 could
say a word, he asked if 1 had noticed
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anything unusual the night before. 1
asked him what he meant. He told me
thatjust as he was on the verge of sleep,
he had been attacked by an entity which
had tried to take over his mind. He had
heard an incessant babble of demonic
voices, experienced paralysis and battled
a presence which had tried to gain
control over his body. He made a noise,
trying to attract my attention, and had
been dimly aware of my entering his
room to check on him but was unable
to move or speak to let me know he
needed help. He thought it had taken
him about an hour to fight it out of him.

Then | related my experience and
together we pieced together what may
have happened. A spirit of some sort
had first attacked me. Because | was
fully conscious, | had been able to fight
it off. Then it turned on Charles who,
being almost asleep, had been more
vulnerable than I. Consequently he had
amore difficult time defending himself.

We agreed that the spirit, while
malevolent, had not been powerful
enough to be really evil in the full sense
of the word. It actually seemed weak,
since 1 had fought it off with relative
ease, and it had managed to get a hold
on Charles only because he wasn't fully
conscious. We wondered if the attack
was related to the apparition, the open
door or the noises but could come to no
firm conclusions.

Needless to say, Charles and | decided
to move. Within two weeks we were
gone but the apartment was not through
with us quite yet. For several more years
we met people who had lived in that
same apartment and although none had
stories to tell, none had lived there
longer than two or three months. In
fact, during a four-year period, the
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apartment had over 10 sets of tenants.
Charles and | had lived there slightly
over four months.

The day we moved, my girl friend
came over to help. She arrived before
| did and when | got there, she was
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sitting on the steps and the door to the
apartment was wide open. She said she
found itthat way. At first she had gone
inside but soon came back out because
the place made her feel uneasy. | wasn't
surprised.

GENERAL SHERIDAN AND THE RATS
By Michael T. Shoemaker

ccording to theancient lore of
Amarlners rats will always abandon

interim, lest the rats should be alarmed.
| well knew they would not be disturbed

an unseaworthy ship. A ship withouby the Indians, who held the sacred spot

rats was thought to be fated to sink.
Some people consider this a superstition
but others attribute it to the rats'
natural instincts or to a psychic “sixth™
sense. In Personal Memoirs of P. M.
Sheridan, the famous Civil War general
related an incident that suggests the old-
time sailors were right.

As a lieutenant serving in the Oregon
Territory during the summer of 1856,
Sheridan had to build a blockhouse
at Yaquina Bay. The only suitable site
was a Chinook Indian graveyard where
the dead lay in canoes held aloft on
forked poles. The Chinooks agreed to
allow Sheridan’s men to take down the
canoes and set them adrift on the
outgoing tide.

Agreat number of wood rats infested
the canoes. Sheridan said, “We antici-
pated great fun watching the efforts of
these rats to escape the next day when
the canoes should be launched . .
and | therefore forbade any of the
command to visit the graveyard in the

in awe.”

When the men returned in the
morning, “strange as it may seem, not
arat was to be seen. They “‘instigated
athorough search™ and found that the
rats “had all disappeared.”

Sheridan called the incident ““mysti-
fying,” but the Chinooks had a ready
explanation. ““The Indians said that the
rats understood Chinook and .. . as
they had no wish to accompany the
dead across the ocean to the happy
hunting grounds, they took to the
woods for safety.”

That explanation was unacceptable in
Sheridan’s view so he concluded: *I
have no doubt that the preceding
visits . . . had so alarmed the rats
that, impelled by their suspicious
instincts, they fled a danger, the nature
of which they could not anticipate, but
which they felt to be nonetheless real
and impending.”

Where does “instinct” end and
psychic sense begin?

TWO-HEADED SNAKE IS DOUBLE TROUBLE
NIVERSITY of Mississippi Prof. Edmund Keiser didn’t know what he was
Um for when he agreed to take in an eight-inch king snake with two heads.
Keiser, chairman of the biology department, didn’t anticipate that caring for the
snake would be so time-consuming and frustrating. He told Associated Press a
major task was simply getting the creature to eat because the snake can’t decide

which mouth, or head, to use.
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TIME STOOD STILL
By Art Guy

T WAS 1971 and my wife Mary and
I had just moved into our new apart-
ment in Hollywood, Calif. When we
had first looked at the apartment, we
were pleased with the spaciousness,
surprising because of the nominal rent.
The apartment consisted of a kitchen,
master bedroom and bath, living room
and a small room just off the living
room, which we chose to use as a study.

Almost as soon as our furniture had
been delivered, we began to notice some
peculiar things. We had placed our
grandfather clock in the study. It had
always kept near-perfect time. Much to
our dismay, at 2:45 A.M. the clock
stopped.

Soon we discovered that the clock
would run perfectly until 2:45 A.M., at
which time it always stopped. Our cat
had free run of the apartment but
refused to cross the imaginary line
separating the living room and study.

When 1 talked with our neighbor who
had lived in the building for years, he
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told me that the previous tenant in our
apartment had been a beautiful actress
who was struggling to establish a career.
Frequently she and her boy friend had
loud arguments late at night. Our
neighbor speculated that the cause was
jealousy: the boy friend resented the late
evenings she spent with people in the
movie business.

Late one night he came to her apart-
ment and a loud argument ensued. The

Mary and Art Guy
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shouting continued for some time. Then
suddenly all was silent. The young
actress had been stabbed to death by her
boy friend in what was now our study!
It happened at exactly 2:45 A.M.

We lived in that apartment for three
years and in that room, at 2:45 every
morning, time stood still.—Agoura,
Calif.

“sTOP!”
By Sally Remaley

1N JUNE 1954, as my eight-year-old

son Roger and | were driving through
Indiana on our way to spend a summer
in Quebec, darkness fell early and we
drove into an extremely heavy rain-
storm.

1 was tempted to pull off and wait out
the storm but realized everything
around us was so black that | could no
longer tell where the side of the road was
or what was out there.

As 1 gradually slowed down, trying
to keep from skidding on the rain-slick
thoroughfare and straining to see
something—anything—in the intense
blackness, Roger suddenly shouted, in
a voice completely unlike his own,
“*Stop!”

His voice was so loud and command-
ing that I slammed down hard on the
brake and came to an immediate stop.
To my amazement the car did not slide.

Then | almost fainted as people
suddenly came running to us from all
directions out of the blackness.

Someone opened the car door on my
side. “Oh, thank God you're still
alive,” he said. **Ifyou’d gone one inch
farther —*

Dazed, 1 struggled out of the car as
a kind man took my arm, then shone
a flashlight on the scene in front of us.
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A huge oil truck had stopped right in
our path in the middle of the large
unlighted intersection. Our car had
stopped literally one inch from it.

The truck driver appeared. I can't
believe it,” he said breathlessly. **Are
you okay? Both of you? You're sure?
1 thought | was going to hit you and |
couldn’t stop in time. Lucky you did!”

Amid a deluge of congratulations on
still being alive, we backed slowly away
from the huge truck and edged into the
driveway of a roadside restaurant which
was closed for the night. 1 wasn't about
to drive any farther that night.

As the hubbub subsided, Roger and
| snuggled into blankets we'd brought
and 1asked him, ““How did you happen
to see the truck and yell at me to stop
just in time to save our lives? And your
voice—why, it didn’t even sound like
you, honey.”

““Mama, it wasn't me at all,”” Roger
said. ““I didn’t even see the truck. It was
avoice inside me that just came out real
loud. | don't know who it was.”—
Bradenton, Fla.

LIFESAVING LIGHT
By Sharon Cooper
N 1968 MY husband Bernard was
Iworklng the night shift at a factory

20 miles away in Big Rapids, Mich. As
my two-year-old son Will slept soundly
in his bedroom, some friends and I sat
on the front porch of our home in
Rodney idly watching the cars go by. It
was around midnight and | was waiting
for my husband to get off work.

Our house sat next to Highway M-20,
with only a row of houses on either
side and a bar at the corner. The town
also had a gas station and garage and
that was it.
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Suddenly | saw a brilliant light at the
side of the road in front of the house.
It seemed to be the size of a Christmas
tree but it was so bright that | could
hardly look at it.

My friends and 1 stared at it for a few
minutes. Then a car came weaving down
the road. It seemed out of control, as
if a drunk were behind the wheel. We
all watched as the light and the car
seemed to meet.

But they didn’t. As the car got right
to the light, we expected a collision.
Instead the car went off to the other side
ofthe road to avoid hitting the light. We
were relieved to see the car zigzag away.
Then the light was gone.

The sight had been so strange that we
wondered if we were imagining things
We walked to the spot where the
light had been and there—to our utter
astonishment and horror—we found my
two-year-old son! Somehow he had
gotten out the back door and wandered
out to the side of the road while we
adults were sitting in front counting
cars.

What was the light? We don’t know.
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But we do know that it saved a little
boy’s life.—Cadillac, Mich.

DOUBLE-DUTY DREAM
By Mary Bramer Harrison

ALWAYS thought of dreams as
eImi:.unus bits of information which

erge from the unconscious to help
solve a currently active problem. But
after a personal experience a couple of
years ago | have broadened my view of
these slumber visions.

My enlightenment began on May 2,
1983. On that day | woke in a panic
from avivid and painful dream in which
1 was involved in an automobile accident
as | was making a left turn. After impact
| found myself looking down on a
demolished car which | recognized as
my son Scott Harrison’s 1979 white
Chevy Monza. As | looked incred-
ulously at the crumpled car, | heard a
familiar male voice in the distance say,
““No one was hurt.”

One week later, on May 8, when Scott
called me from Lackland Air Force Base
in San Antonio, | cautioned him to be
careful even though to my knowledge
1 had never experienced precognition in
a dream.

Two weeks after our conversation, on
May 23, Scott’s car collided with a 1954
red Ford LTD as he was making a left
turn off Southwest Military Drive in San
Antonio. His car was demolished.

“You predicted my accident two
weeks before it happened,” Scott said.
“I'm just thankful that no one was
hurt.”

Although it appeared that my dream
had foretold his accident, | didn't
understand why he, not I, was the driver
ofthe unfortunate vehicle. Ifmy dream
had indeed predicted an actual future
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Mary Bramer Harrison

event, why wasn't | driving the car?

©On the morning of August 16, 1983,
I had a strange dream about an uniden-
tified old model car standing in the
driveway. The door on the driver’s side
opened and closed as if someone were
getting into the car but the driver
was invisible.

| discussed this odd dream with my
husband Forrest at breakfast. One hour
later, at 8:00 A.M., while driving to
work on Albany Avenue in Hartford,
Conn., 1 crashed into a 1975 Ford
Mustang. It happened as | was making
a left turn in my 1979 blue Century
Buick, the day after my son had
returned to San Antonio after visiting
us. Luckily neither the driver of the
other car nor | was injured. But my car
was damaged extensively.

While my car was being repaired, |
was loaned a 1976 Mercury Bobcat—
an old model car like the one in my
dream. | realized then that the phantom
driver in my recent dream was none
other than me!

After 1 recovered from the shock of
my accident, my original dream began
to make better sense to me. | saw it, at
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last, as one dream containing incom-
plete pictures oftwo separate events. It
included the action part of my accident
and it hinted that my son would have
a similar accident while making a left
turn. It projected a picture of my son’s
car after his accident and it broadcast
his words that *no one was hurt.”

| am now convinced that some
dreams forecast probable future events
or fragments of those events and that
there are economies in some dreams—
for example, one dream may do the
work of two. | believe my accident
dream was one of those double-duty
dreams.—West Hartford, Conn.

SOMETHING STOPPED ME
By William Barker

arly one morning in the

summer of 1977, at about two

o'clock, | was driving my 1976 Plymout
Voyager van back from Manchester to
Concord, N.H. | was traveling at 70
mph. My self-appointed copilot Victoria
was awake as usual making sure | stayed
awake and alert while the other three of
my children were asleep.

For no reason my foot came off the
gas pedal and hit the brake pedal. The
car started to slow down rapidly.

Victoria asked, *““Why are we stop-
ping, Dad?”

In a detached voice | said, ““I don't
know.™

The car continued to slow down until
the left front tire blew out with such
force that it wrenched the car to the left-
hand gutter.

Why | stopped—or what stopped
me—1"ll never know. 1 do know that if
that tire had gone when we were moving
at 70 mph all of us surely would have
been killed.—Concord, N.H.
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HONEY
By Janice Baker

ONEY was a very special dog.
l—bmxeu cocker spaniel and golden
tribver, she would look at one with her
beautiful amber eyes, slowly wag her
long feathery tail and melt one’s heart.
She and little Robby, my son, were
inseparable companions on our small
farm in eastern Kentucky, nine miles

from Jackson.

Honey's bird dog instinct was strong,
although we'd never trained her or
hunted with her. One summer day we
were sitting on the front porch when she
brought us a tiny sparrow which had
evidently fallen from its nest. Carrying
it gently in her mouth, she proudly laid
it before us. We fed and raised the help-
less lttle bird until it was mature enough
to fly away into the wild.

Honey appointed herself guardian of
all the animals and fowl on our farm.
She followed the chickens as they
scratched for bugs and ifthey wandered
too far into the woods she would round
them up and herd them back to the

barnyard. She paced the creek bank and
watched the ducks to make sure they
were safe.

In the summer she slept outdoors but
she still preferred being close to her
family. She slept on the porch near my
bedroom window. Each night 1 would
hear her plop down below my window,
heave a long sigh and fall asleep—no
doubt secure in the knowledge she was
near and protecting us.

Oftentimes | would awaken during

Janice Baker



58

the night to hear her nails clicking across
the porch as she returned from a recon-
noiter of the farm. 1'd hear a soft thud
as she again settled below my window.

Robby was eight years old die summer
of 1970. He loved to roam the woods
and hillsides of our farm. | never
worried about the long hours he spent
there because Honey always went with
him and | knew she was taking care
of him.

One morning he walked down the
long lane to our mailbox. Just as he
reached the road, our neighbor’s dog
raced out of their yard and Honey ran
to meet him. They met in the middle of
the road. At the same time a huge truck
came roaring down the highway. Robby
stood transfixed, unable to speak, as the
scene unfolded before him. The truck
hit both of the dogs.

Robby was inconsolable. He blamed
himself saying, *“If I'd called her, she’d
have come back.” I told him I doubted
very much that calling would have
helped. Honey was intent on greeting
the other dog and probably would have
been oblivious to his calls.

That night 1 allowed him to sleep in
my room because he was so distraught.
The night was very quiet, as only a
country night can be, and | was aware
of Robby's muffled crying. Suddenly
his crying stopped and we both listened
intently as we heard Honey walk across
the porch. Then came the familiar
thump as she lay down. We heard her
sigh as she stretched out to sleep.

For three nights Honey returned to
her place on the porch and then she
came no more.

1 couldn’t explain it but Robby was
sure she was coming back to let him
know she still loved him and he wasn’t
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to blame himself for her death—Salt
Lake City, Utah.

GOOD-BYE AGAIN
By Marguerite Elsbeth Chandler

PRIOR TO the vicious onset of
Calvin's illness, we had rarely
spoken of death, the afterlife or Calvin's
religious persuasions, although I knew
from our having lightly touched upon
these matters that he was both stubborn
and skeptical—as typically bullheaded
as his May 10,1953, birthdate suggests.
He was well aware, however, of my
interest in astrology, the tarot and
mental healing. Therefore, during the
month of August 1983 when he entered
New York Hospital for what was to be
the last time, we began to discuss these
things in depth. His curiosity had grown
along with the progression of his cancer.
While Calvin clung to life, comatose
for the last week that seemed an
eternity, | continued these metaphysical
conversations with him mentally, having
read that the closer a person is to
abandoning the physical body, the more
acutely defined is his extrasensory

Marguerite Elsbeth Chandler
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perception. | also asked him to give me
some sign of his passing as proof to us
both that indeed he would live again in
the hereafter. In my mind, 1 felt his
willing assent.

On the morning of September 15 |
was waked at two o’clock by a voice
calling my name from very far away.

““Marguerite,” it called. *‘Here I am!
Don’tyou see me? I'm free! I'm free!”

As | sat up in bed 1 saw a strong and
healthy Calvin floating in a sea of
shining white light. Unnerved, | told
him to follow the source of that light.
Within moments the apparition disap-
peared and | fell back into an uneasy
sleep.

After arising later that morning |
immediately told my husband John
Werner of this incident. As | was
speaking the telephone rang; it was
Calvin’s closest friend Chris calling to
tell us that Calvin had died at 2:00 A.M.
Calvin had made it his business to let
me know of his passing, but proof
of his continued existence was not to
end there.

Whenever Calvin had visited our
home he had loved to listen to music.
Because of the small size of our apart-
ment, we hang the stereo speakers from
the ceiling. Later that afternoon, as
John and | discussed Calvin’s spiritual
visit to me following his death, the
speaker under which 1 was sitting began
to sway. A presence seemed to fill the
living room, along with the delicate
aroma of frankincense. The scent
seemed stronger near the door into the
outside hallway. | followed the odor
into the basement where we maintain a
tiny office and storage space. Hesitantly
1 opened the door and nearly fell back
on my heels! The little room was illu-
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minated with the most brilliant light |
have ever seen. The air hung heavy with
the haze and fragrance of frankincense
and in the midst of it all sat Calvin!

Nothing more happened during the
rest of that week. On September 23
John and 1and several of Calvin's close
friends attended Calvin's funeral and
burial service. As summer turned to fall,
so Calvin passed from this life to the
next, leaving us with our cherished
memories of him and the valuable
knowledge that death is not an end but
the beginning of a new life.

But before leaving this earth for
possibly the last time Calvin left us
one more sign. He had loved to play
football and felt bad when his illness
prevented him from playing the game
any longer. So how did his well-worn
pigskin appear on the stairway of the
building in which he had lived on the
morming after he was buried? It had
been put away for many months. Was
it that Calvin could not resist one more
not-so-final good-bye?—New York,
N. Y.

NAMESAKE
By Lilli Lee Buck

1 rik SY LITTLE namesake, my
'\VAlittle namesake.”

This was what my grandmother Lillie
Pollard Adair used to say as she beamed
fondly down at me, a small child playing
on her living room floor. Since | was her
namesake, | believe she loved me the
best of all her five grandchildren. We
were very close. My family went to see
her and Granddaddy Arthur Adair
every summer at their beautiful wooded
estate in Dun Loring, Va.

But one day before my sixth birthday,
in 1956, the sad news came that my
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grandmother was dead. How short a
time we children knew her—but in that
short time she taught us to love nature
and to sing a song called ““Those Grand
Old Trees.” How she would have loved
to live and watch us grow.
Throughout my childhood and teen-
age years | had a recurring dream in
which I would hear a knocking at my
second-story window. | would open the
window, go outside and find myself

Lilli Lee Buck

always in the same scene: a small semi-
circle of trees where Grandmother stood
just out of sight. All was bathed in
moonlight. Amid the grass many small
flowers grew and | would sit on the grass
and play with them, while Grandmother
happily watched. Finally she would say,
“It's time for you to go back now,
Lilli,” and | would go back again.
Then an even stranger thing happened
on my 20th birthday, February 25,1970.
| was sitting in my dorm room at the
College of William and Mary when all
of a sudden | felt the presence of my
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grandmother. | seemed to be hearing a
voice saying, *“Why do you sit and
dream your time away? Why aren’t you
studying!" | had been so indifferent a
college student that | had even lost
my scholarship.

A few days later 1 received a letter
from my mother Edith Buck in the mail.
Inside it was an old letter from Grand-
mother. Itsaid, “Dearest Lilli, my little
namesake, | am sending you a check for
$25 for your fifth birthday. But 1 want
you to save it to go to college. Some
day, a long time from now, you will be
in college and | want you to remember
why | sent you this money, and never
forget the value of a college education.
Love, Grandmother.”

A few days later my mother called
and | asked her why she sent that letter.
She said that on my birthday she had
asudden feeling of Grandmother in the
room and it was as if a voice had told
her to rummage through the old safe.
There she found the message for me.

| took Grandmother's advice and
went on to graduate from college in
1972. | made the dean’s list my last
two semesters.

In 1974 | returned to northern Vir-
ginia and looked up my cousin Carolyn
Bruce. We decided to go out to Grand-
mother's old place. Nothing had
changed there in 18 years. Everything
was just the same.

| started to ramble around the estate,
behind the barbecue pit and back in the
woods. | saw some strange little flowers
and 1 knelt to look at them. Suddenly
| looked up and saw a scene | knew
from many dreams: a small semicircle
oftrees. | had come to be with Grand-
mother one more time.— Williamsburg,
Va.
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by Paul Steiner

Tears carry so much information
about body chemistry and are so easy
to collect that scores of researchers have
long believed that tears would one day
replace blood and urine samples in all
kinds of laboratory tests, Dava Sobel
writes in Omni. That promise has never
materialized because the simple act of
collecting tears sets off a reaction that
changes their makeup.

Dr. Peter Kastl of the Tear Analysis
Laboratory at Tulane Medical School in
New Orleans explains: ““You have what
we call basal tears in your eyes all the
time for lubrication. But the minute you
get a punch in the nose or start to cry
or let me try to collect your tears,
another kind of tears, called reflex
tears, dilutes the basal tears, and the
composition of the two is different.”

Many a songwriter has evoked tears
and sighs by comparing changing
autumn leaves to man’s aging. If plant
biologist Kenneth Thimann of the
University of California-Santa Cruz is
right, the comparison has a strong basis
in hard science, according to an Omni
report. Thimann suggests that the same
process is responsible for changing leaf
color and the wrinkling of human skin.
In plants, he explains, the process begins
with a shift to what is called negative
nitrogen balance, a phenomenon that

occurs when leaves lose more nitrogen
than they are able to take in. The aging
body excretes more nitrogen than it can
manufacture from food.

On the set of the popular TV show
Benson, guest star James Solmack, 65,
collapsed and died of a heart attack just
as he was preparing to rehearse a scene
in which Solmack was to play a plumber
who dies of a heart attack.

Joseph Errico, 12, and his brother
Peter, 10, were riding their bicycles in
Franklin Square on Long Island when
Joe fell off his bike and into some
bushes. While dusting himself off he
saw something shiny and picked it up.
It was a gold bar estimated to be worth
$10,000 to $12,000.

In Missoula, Mont., Larry Vandecar
was showing off his tropical fish when
a “pet” piranha clamped onto his
middle finger. After he had seven
stitches at a local hospital, he sheepishly
explained, ““All | wanted to show was
how friendly these pets are.”

Because Christopher Ladlow and his
wife had little to say to each other in
their middle years, ittook Mrs. Ladlow
four days to realize her husband was
dead in their London home.



THE MAD GASSER
OF BOTETOURT

As a phantomlike attacker terrorizes a
county, the authorities cannot decide whether he even exists.
By Michael T. Shoemaker

HE STRANGE ASSAULTS began  smelling a peculiar gas which apparently

near Haymakertown in Botetourt* had been sprayed into their house. She

County, Virginia, on December 2ayent to bed soon afterwards but her

1933. At 10 o'clock that evening Mrs. husband stayed up in case the culprit
Cal Huffman grew nauseated after —returned.

Half an hour later another “wave of

+Proc. meed BOT-a-TOT. gas” filled the room. Huffman went to

First victims of Botetourt County's “mad gasser” were the Huffman family of
Haymakertown, Va. The attacker struck three times in one night, filling both
floors of the house with a strange gas which caused illness and paralysis.
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his landlord K. W. Henderson, on
whose farm the Huffman family resided,
and phoned for Officer Lemon, who
arrived at midnight and stayed for an
hour. Immediately after he left, a third
attack struck both floors of the house.
The whole Huffman family of eight and
young Ashby Henderson were severely
gassed. Ashby and Cal had been keep-
ing watch and they “thought they
saw a man running away™* after the
attack.

The gas was said to induce extreme
nausea, headaches and facial swelling
and to cause the mouth and throat
muscles *“to constrict and become
semirigid.” Alice, the Huffmans’
19-year-old daughter, appears to have
been the most seriously affected of all
the gasser's victims. Dr. S. F. Driver
had to use artificial respiration to revive
her and she experienced convulsions for
a long time afterward. Six weeks later
the Richmond Times-Dispatch reported
Dr. Driver's opinion that “‘while her
semihysterical condition is partially due
to extreme nervousness, there is no
doubt that the gas attack is responsible
for her continuing condition.”

No one could determine, however,
what kind of gas had been used. Dr.
W. N. Breckinridge, who aided Lemon’s
investigation, ruled out ether, chloro-
form and tear gas. He said the effects
suggested *“chicken gas,” an anesthetic
used by chicken thieves. (A search of
slang and poison references has failed
to identify this term.)

Lemon found only one clue: the print
ofawoman’s heel beneath the window
through which the attacker was believed
to have sprayed the gas. But Lemon was

#Allunttiouted uotes re from the Roanoke Tima and
e Richmond Times Dispatch.

63

sure he would catch the “‘perpetrators”
soon. (Everyone assumed the woman
was merely the gasser’s accomplice.)

The next attack took place in nearby
Cloverdale. Clarence Hall, his wife and
two young children came home at about
9:00 P.M. from a Christmas Eve church
service. Five minutes after their return,
they noticed a peculiar odor. Hall went
to a back room to investigate but came
staggering back. His wife, also feeling
ill and weak, had to drag him out to
the porch. Mrs. Hall experienced eye
irritation for the next two days.

Dr. Breckinridge again assisted the
investigation. This time he said, **This
gas tasted sweet,” and reported that *‘a
trace of formaldehyde was discernible,”
but he was unable to say exactly what
the gas was. The only other clue was the
fact that *a nail had been drawn the
night before™ from a window.

The Hall family spent two nights with
Mrs. Hall’s mother. Relatives who knew
nothing of their absence came visiting
at 8:20 P.M. on Christmas. As they
arrived, they blew their horn. Suddenly
they noticed a “flashlight” near the
window with the missing nail. They did
not get out to investigate.

It is not clear whether *“flashlight”
refers to a beam or to a light that they
assumed came from a flashlight. But the
appearance of the light when the horn
sounded is not what would be expected
from a prowler. Perhaps because this
incident suggested a burglar, Mrs. Hall
later recalled that during the previous
summer a door lock had been broken
and the house entered, although nothing
was stolen. These incidents seemed to
reinforce a police theory that the
gassings were caused by boys playing
pranks.
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A. L. Kelly, a Troutville welder, and
his mother were attacked on the night
of December 27. A man and a woman
in a 1933 Chevrolet coach were seen to
pass Kelly’s house several times about
the time of the attack and a partial
license number was obtained. Twelve
days later, however, the police still had
not located the car.

Since the victims had not been con-
nected in any way, the police decided
that revenge was not the motive. They
also found that no chemicals had been
sold in the area recently. But authori-
ties were still confident that they were
close to catching the culprits.

The attacks ceased for two weeks.
Then on January 10 the gasser struck
Homer Hylton’s home near Pleasant-
dale Church, close to Haymakertown.
Hylton and his wife were asleep upstairs
and their daughter Mrs. Moore, whose
traveling-salesman husband was away,
was sleeping downstairs. While attend-
ing her baby at about 10:00 P.M., Mrs.
Moore heard mumbling voices from the
yard and the rattle of the window
shade. As the room filled with gas, she
clutched her child and ran out while
““experiencing a marked feeling of
numbness.”

The windowpane that the gasser
supposedly used had had a small piece
broken out for some time. We might
theorize that the wind had simply scared
Mrs. Moore, ifit were not for the voices
which do not appear to be imaginary
because a neighbor, G. E. Poage, said
that his family had also heard voices at
about the same time.

G. D. Kinzie of Troutville was
attacked that same night. This case was
not reported till later but Dr. Driver,

who investigated, “‘was convinced
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chlorine gas was used in that instance.”
Chlorine was frequently mentioned in
subsequent accounts until eventually
a Roanoke chemistry professor ruled
it out.

After another hiatus F. B. Duval's
home near Bonsack was gassed on
the night of the 16th. Duval went to
summon Officer Lemon. On the road
to Cloverdale at the Colon road inter-
section he saw a man run to a parked
car and speed away. Duval and Lemon
spent several hours that night vainly
searching for the car. The next day
Lemon “‘found prints of a woman’s
shoes” where the car had been parked.
The episode may have involved nothing
but an illicit affair, although an assig-
nation in a car on a cold winter night
does not seem likely.

The next assault occurred in Carvin’s
Cove near Cloverdale on January 19.
Mrs. Campbell, the wife of a former
judge, was sitting at the window at 7:30
P.M. when she saw the shade move,
smelled the gas and got sick.

HE WAVE OF mysterious gassings
reached a peak with five apparent
attacks in three nights.

On January 21 Howard Crawford
and his wife returned to their home
between Cloverdale and Troutville at
nine o'clock. Crawford went inside to
light a lamp but soon staggered out as
the gas overwhelmed him. Dr. Driver
again said that the gas was chlorine, this
time because he had smelled the ““faint
lingering odor.” About this time Lemon
and Deputy Sheriff Zimmerman dis-
covered the crank of an old model
automobile. This clue was useless,
however, because it was too common an
object to be traced.
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Three separate attacks were said to
have occurred in Carvin’s Cove on the
22nd. The gasser covered two miles
between 8:00 and 9:00 P.M. Moving
southward from the top of the cove, the
gasser attacked in sequence the homes
of Ed Reedy, George C. Riley and
Raymond Etter. Simultaneous numb-
ness and nausea were almost immedi-
ately induced in the victims. Riley
called his brother, a Roanoke police
lieutenant, who quickly organized a
blockade ofthe cove road. Although the
gasser eluded capture, Lieutenant Riley
said, ““One of Mr. Etter’s sons sighted
a figure disappearing from the direction
ofthe house, gave chase and opened fire
at a distance of about 30 yards.”

The next day, though, it was said that
only Reedy’s house had been attacked
and that Reedy’s son, not Etter’s, shot
at the fleeing figure, who apparently
escaped uninjured. The confusion was
attributed to a ““misunderstanding,” but
one wonders whether the authorities
were not actually trying to stifle an
epidemic of reports. Significantly, a
report on the 27th again said that
“*several” houses had been gassed.

On the 23rd Mrs. R. H. Hartsell
and her family spent the night with a
neighbor. When they returned to their
home near Pleasantdale Church at 4:30
A.M., they found that their house had
been gassed. They also noted that
someone had piled brush against their
door during the night.

This string of new gassings terrorized
and angered the community. Isolated
families spent their nights with relatives
or neighbors. Farmers armed with
shotguns patrolled the roads or stood
guard at home all night. In its first
editorial on the subject the Roanoke

Times expressed confidence that the
gassers would be caught and pleaded
with farmers not to shoot at suspects.
Although the Associated Press had
reported the gasser story from the
beginning, only now did its dispatches
get some slight attention outside Virgin-
ia. One dispatch was even published in
the New York Times (January 22).

The gassings had a historic effect on
state law. Virginia General Assembly
delegates M. K. Morgan, W. H. Scott
and Blair Fishbum introduced a bill that
made illegal gassing a felony punishable
by one to 10 years in prison or a $500
fine. The bill, introduced on January
24, was passed six days later.

The new attacks also convinced police
that mischievous boys were not the
culprits. Botetourt County SheriffC. E.
Williamson said, “‘If it had been the
work of boys, they would have been
captured long ago.” The police thought
amaniac might be responsible, perhaps
a gas victim from World War I.

The gasser may have been foiled in
one attempted attack. At 9:00 P.M. on
January 25, when Chester Snyder's dog
started barking, Snyder *jumped out of
bed and grabbed his shotgun . . . ran
across his yard and fired at a man
creeping along a ditch 20 feet from the
house,” according to the Alexandria
Gazette. Snyder dashed inside to get
more ammunition but the prowler was
gone when he returned.

Deputy Sheriff Zimmerman inves-
tigated and found footprints that led
from the road to the ditch. Evidence in
the ditch indicated that the prowler had
hidden behind a tree for some time.
More footprints led from the tree
toward the house and stopped, indi-
cating the point at which the prowler
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had retreated. Visitors who had left
Snyder’s Cloverdale home shortly
before the incident reported that they
had seen a man halfa mile away on the
Colon road. This prowler may have
been nothing more than an ordinary
burglar or hobo, of course, but one
wonders whether such persons would
continue to frequent a terrified commu-
nity where they risked being shot on
sight.

Ed Stanley of Cloverdale was the only
victim to be attacked twice on separate
nights. The first attack occurred be-
tween eight and nine o’clock on the
28th. Stanley, his wife and three other
adults were affected. Frank Guy, a hired
hand, ran outside immediately and saw
four men fleeing toward the Blue Ridge
Mountains. He went back inside to get
his gun. When he returned, he could no
longer see them but he could hear their
voices in the woods. He fired in the
direction of the voices without apparent
effect.

The gasser struck again two nights
later. This time Stanley heard some
noise at the window before the attack,
but no other details were reported.

OR THE FIRST time some citizens
were expressing doubt that the
attacker or attackers existed. At
meeting ofthe County Board of Super-
visors several speakers suggested that
the *‘gasser” was imaginary. But after
Dr. Driver and Dr. Breckinridge both
testified to the authenticity of the
physical effects, the board authorized a
$500 reward for the gasser’s capture and
conviction.
The newspapers and the police did
not question the gasser’s reality. The
Virginian-Pilot admonished the skeptics
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in an editorial titled **Not Laughing
Gas,” while the police interviewed
suspects in Roanoke.

The last seemingly authentic gassing
occurred in Nace, two miles from
Troutville, on February 3. A. P. Scaggs,
his wife and five other adults were all
severely affected. The symptoms were
so pronounced on this occasion that
Sheriff Williamson told the skeptics,
“No amount of imagination in the
world could make people as ill as the
Scaggses are.”

This was the most spectacular attack
since the Huffman case. It was as ifthe
gasser had wanted specially to mark his
entrance and exit with large attacks.
Another similarity to the Huffman case
was that the victims believed three
separate assaults occurred between 8:00
and 9:00 P.M. But Lemon thought that
gas lingering near the ceiling had caused
what appeared to be subsequent attacks.

Three peculiar incidents make the
Scaggs case especially interesting. After
the attack but before any curious
neighbors arrived, Scaggs reportedly
saw “a light similar to a flashlight”
outside. This recalls the light seen after
the attack on the Hall home

The two other incidents were reported
in the Roanoke Times and also spon-
taneously told to me when | interviewed
a 66-year-old relative of A. P. Scaggs.
On the night ofthe attack—after Lemon
had arrived—one of Scaggs' nephews
was alone in a room. Suddenly he
shouted, “*Gas!” and ran out of the
room. But instead of running through
the door that led outside, he accidentally
ran into an adjoining room and believed
he was “trapped.” Although this
sounds like hysteria, the nephew insisted
he was not easily scared and that some-
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thing very strange had really happened
to him.

The third incident casts considerable
doubt on hysteria as an explanation. As
Lemon continued his investigation at
the Scaggs house the next day, one of
the children came in crying that the dog
was dying. Lemon went out and saw the
dog rolling over and over in the snow.
He recognized that this is how dogs act
when a skunk has sprayed them, butin
this case no skunk odor was apparent.
My informant told me that this highly
trained dog was sick and paid no
attention to commands for some time
afterwards.

During the following week more than
20 attacks were reported in nearby
Roanoke County. There was a flurry of
reports in Lexington, about 30 miles
away. While a few of these later
“attacks™ may have been genuine, most
were exaggerated reactions to ordinary
odors or the result of hoaxes perpetrated
by pranksters.

In one hoax a teenager threw a bottle
of insecticide into a woman’s kitchen.
A similar incident on February 9 provid-
ed an excuse for police and newspapers
to declare the gasser mystery over.
When his home near Lithia was gassed,
J. G. Shafer scooped up some dis-
colored snow containing a sweet-smell

to the barn but no trail led away from
the barn. And once again, a ““woman’s
tracks™ led from the yard to the road.

The later cases led the general public
to conclude that “faulty flues and
nervousness had caused the whole
affair, although Officer Lemon never
accepted this explanation. But as it
happened, these cases served to discredit
the hysteria theory as an explanation for
the earlier events because they did not
conform to the earlier pattern. The
hysteria cases occurred outside the
original area, at a wide variety of times
(whereas most of the genuine attacks
happened at approximately 8:00 to 9:00
P.M.), and resulted in no substantive
physical effects.

16 genuine cases (including Riley,
rand Snyder) involving 43 or more
victims. These were distributed fairly
evenly over the days of the week, with
peaks on Sunday through Wednesday.
Contrary to what we might expect from
hysteria, successive attacks generally
jumped from one locale to another. In
other words, neighbors did not infect
each other with hysteria.
Natural explanations, such as indus-
trial pollution or “‘faulty flues,” are

§Y MY COUNT there were at least
e

oily substance. An analysis determined
that the sample contained sulfur, arsenic
and mineral oil, “‘commonly used in
insecticide sprays.” As a result, an
editorial in the Roanoke Times con-
cluded that there was no Roanoke
gasser, although it still conceded that the
Botetourt gasser was ‘‘undoubtedly”
real. Ironically, the Shafer case was one
of the more mysterious ones. Police
found footprints leading from the porch

clearly inadequate when one examines
all the factors: selectivity, a preferred
time, voices, fleeing figures and the
exhaustive police investigation. The
prankster/maniac theories are no better.
The gasser’s ability to escape without
leaving any useful clues behind—not
even the identity of the gas—is most
uncanny.

If the activities of the Botetourt gasser
sound familiar, it is because a similar
series of incidents occurred in Mattoon,
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1., 10 years later.* It was the extra-
ordinary parallel between the two events
that caused Fate to ask me to under-
take this investigation.

In both Mattoon and Botetourt the
principal physical effects were the same:
a sickeningly sweet odor, nausea,
paralysis, facial swelling and uncon-
sciousness. These effects were con-
firmed by doctors and, moreover, in
both cases doctors smelled the gas. Both
gassers made repeat attacks on one
family, multiple attacks in one night and
assaults on unoccupied houses. The
pattern of explanation was also similar,
progressing from pranksters to lunatics
to hysteria. Tantalizing but useless clues
were found: a skeleton key and lipstick
tube in Mattoon; a license number and
crank handle in Botetourt; and in both
places a woman's heel print beneath a
window. The gasser was heard at the
window and was seen fleeing more than
once in both Mattoon and Botetourt.
And women were the predominant
victims in both cases, although to a
much lesser extent in the Botetourt
incidents.

The differences are also significant
because they strengthen the argument
against the hysteria theory. The Mattoon
events were susceptible to being inter-
preted as hysteria largely because
sensationalistic journalism had height-
ened public fear. By contrast, the
Boutetourt gassings remained page-two
news until the time of the first Roanoke
attacks. The papers refrained from
sensationalism throughout the affair.

*See "The Mad Gasser of Mattoon" by Jerome Clark and
Loren Coleman. February 1972 Fate.
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Hysteria can be suspected in Mattoon
also because of the massive clustering
of reports, and the mix of genuine cases
with false alarms, all in a two-week
period. But in Boutetourt the genuine
attacks covered a 43-day period, were
generally sporadic and inspired no
simultaneous false alarms. In addition,
the large number of male victims in
Botetourt casts doubt on the charge that
“*hysterical females™ were the cause of
the Mattoon incidents.

Differences in time and location point
to the universality ofthe phenomenon.
The Botetourt gassings happened in
winter instead of summer, so they
cannot be blamed on the *silly season.”
The attacks came in the evening hours,
instead of repeating Mattoon’s early
morning pattern, and none of the
Botetourt victims were attacked while
asleep, thus eliminating any suspicion of
hypnagogic hallucinations. Botetourt’s
rural setting removes any blame from
the stress of city life. It also allowed the
victims to take direct action (such as
shooting at mysterious prowlers), which
should have reduced the frustrations
that can lead to hysteria.

The Botetourt gassings show how
easily bizarre events are forgotten by the
world at large. My informant told me
that old-timers regard the gassings as
one of the most memorable episodes in
the county’s history. As for the cause,
they all attribute the gassings to a
“*practical joker,” possibly a student
from nearby Hollins College.

But for Special Officer Lemon, it was
much more than that. To him it was
““the most mysterious thing in the
world.”



By Ann Druffel

N AUGUST 1956 my husband
IChanes and 1 moved our growing
family from a mid-Los Angeles apart-
ment to a hilly area in Eagle Rock,
Calif. We both favored living in the
hills rather than on flatlands of cement
and blacktop.

Our new home on the rim of the San
Gabriel Valley was in a wooded canyon
which, though partially built up, still
had a natural runoff stream during
winter rains and much unimproved
acreage with native flora and fauna.
wild trees, bushes and other tangled
vegetation were abundant. Although
this small canyon was surrounded on
three sides by heavily populated cities,
wild animals shared our hills—coyotes,
rabbits, squirrels, opossums, raccoons
and birds of all kinds, including jays,
ravens, woodpeckers and thrushes.

For the most part the wild animals
kept to themselves and we caught
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THE

RACCOONS
WHO CAME
TO DINNER

In a time of desperate need
a miracle of human-animal
communication occurred.

glimpses of them only occasionally. A
single jay, quickly named Mr. Blue Jay
by our two older daughters, was bold
enough to perch in nearby trees and
entertain our little girls with raucous
cries.

Southern California weather gen-
erally is mild and pleasant even during
summer. During the three hottest
months of July, August and September
the daytime temperature usually ranges
from 80 to 90 degrees. At certain
periods, however, the heat will unex-
pectedly ““set records™*; then there will
be extended periods of a week or more
when the thermometer soars above 100
at the Los Angeles Civic Center and
reaches a blazing 105 to 115 degrees
for several days at a time in the out-
lying valleys.

It was during such a streak of hot
weather that a remarkable incident
occurred. On September 28, 1963, at
about 10:45 P.M., we were sitting in the
living room of our hillside home.
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watching television and trying to ignore
the heat. The high that day had been
107 degrees and the thermometer still
hovered around 100 degrees. The four
days before had been nearly as hot and
our house, unlike the houses of some of
our more affluent neighbors, had no air
conditioning or swimming pool. We
were tired of the heat and our nerves
were wearing thin. Our daughters, who
now had multiplied to four, were sound
asleep

Suddenly, over the din of canned
laughter from a TV sitcom, we heard a
scratching at our front door which faced
onto an acre of tangled wildwood west
of our home. Thinking it was a neigh-
bor’s dog, we ignored the noise. The
scratching persisted and after a minute
or two | opened the door to see what
was causing the sound.

To my astonishment | saw a large
raccoon standing less than two feet from
me, gazing intently into my eyes. She
showed no fear, only an air of caution
as she beseeched me silently with her
large brown eyes. | looked beyond her
in the faint glow which our dim indoor
lighting cast on our darkened porch.

Several feet away | saw, positioned on
the edge of the shallow steps which led
to our driveway—and, beyond that, to
the wild acreage—three small raccoons
which could not have been more than
a few months old. They were clustered
on the broad stairs, poised as if ready
to flee on a signal from the large
raccoon. There was an air of expectancy
and urgency about them—an attitude
they seemed to have picked up from the
large raccoon which apparently was
their mother.

1 called softly to Charlie to come and
see what was on the porch. When he

FATE

came to the door and peered out, his
surprise matched mine. Together we
gazed at the mother raccoon. At least
one foot high and two feet long, she was
as big as a fair-sized dog. Never had we
seen a raccoon so close and so unafraid.
We had seen raccoons in our area but
they had always scampered oOff as if
unwilling to have anything to do with
human beings.

The mother raccoon looked steadily
and intensely at us. Even in her urgent
plea she never lost her air of caution.
She kept looking toward the three small
babies and then back at us.

Charlie and 1 both suddenly realized
that the mother raccoon was telling us
that the intense heat of the past four
days was affecting her babies adversely.
We thought of food and water, espe-
cially water; our streambed had been
dry for months. Charlie filled a large
pan of water and carefully placed it on
the porch midway between the mother
and her babies. The large raccoon just
as carefully moved aside so that Charlie
could go out the door.

The raccoons stared silently at the
water. Then the mother went over and
sniffed at it. She returned immediately
to her place near us; her babies did not
go near the water. We decided it wasn't
what the mother was requesting so
urgently. Years later 1 realized that they
probably could not tolerate the heavy
chiorination for which Los Angeles
County water is famous.

Charlie went to the refrigerator and,
perhaps  instinctively, brought out a
large bowl of juicy green grapes which
we had purchased that evening for our
children to enjoy the next day. He
placed a small clump of the grapes on
the porch near the water. The mother
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drew near the grapes, nosed them care-
fully, then called to her babies with the
sharp cry peculiar to raccoons.

The babies hurried over and—as if by
their mother’s permission—hungrily
gobbled down the grapes. The mother
once more beseeched us; she was asking
for more grapes. We provided large
clumps of them and the babies swiftly
consumed them. The mother did not eat
even one grape. Apparently she was
saving everything for her babies.

By this time Charlie and 1 had silently
decided to let our own children witness
this strange but charming spectacle. |
went upstairs and gathered our own
brood, four small girls aged eight to 1+
years. | exacted from each a stemn
promise to be very quiet. Although
normally noisy and playful, they stood
as quiet as little mice at the door,
watching the baby raccoons gulp down
clump after clump of juicy grapes,
provided by their daddy at the silent
direction of a large mother raccoon.
The wonder in our small children’s eyes
was a marvel to behold—akin to the
marvel of the gratitude in the mother
raccoon’s eyes.

While the babies were eating the
grapes, the mother stood a short dis-
tance away from us. When our children
joined the group, she took up a position
nearer her babies. Her attitude was that
of a wary guard, alert although still
trustful.

It appeared that the juicy fruit was
alleviating both the raccoon’s hunger
and thirst. When the grapes were
completely consumed, we tried laying
out bits of cut-up bananas. But the
mother, after sniffing this offering,
rejected it. She gathered her babies and,
with a final look of what seemed close

to gratitude, the little group turned
and shuffled off into the darkness of
the wildwood.

The entire episode lasted about 15
minutes and was an unprecedented
experience for all of us—one that has
never occurred since. The heat wave
broke a couple of days later. On the
30th the high was a “mere”” 99 degrees.
Our family felt better not only for
ourselves but also for the raccoons.

Our children looked for them for
days afterward, hoping they would
return for another meal, but we never
saw that particular family again. In
years that followed we often saw
raccoons wandering at night among the
bushes and trees near our home and
sometimes strolling boldly down our
driveway. We learned they are nomadic
and not inclined to stay long in one
place. Strangely, subsequent visiting
raccoons showed no fear, at least of
Charlie and me. They treat our place as
their own property but do not interact
with us in any unusual way.

We have always felt that the desperate
circumstances of hunger and thirst the
raccoons must have endured that hot
summer sparked the trust that allowed
the mother to approach us and ask for
help. But did the fact that we also had
small “babies” have anything to do
with her decision to scratch on our door
that night? She might have chosen any
of a dozen homes along that winding
street but we were the only family in our
glen to have children so young.

This is something, of course, that we
will never know. But we feel privileged
to know from our experience that some-
times, under unusual circumstances,
wild animals do communicate with
human beings.
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UFOs—Still Unexplained:

LANDINGS IN THE SOUTHWEST

Calling one of these the “bes
the air force acknowledges re

By Bruce Maccabee

IKIOVEMBER 2-3, 1957: Hockley
1 VCoumy, Texas. Classification:
NEI/PEL*

At about 10:50 P.M. the Levelland,
Tex., police received a call from Pedro
Saucedo who was phoning from White-
face, 10 miles west of Levelland.
Saucedo reported that a huge torpedo-
shaped yellow-white light had risen up
out of a field and passed over his truck
with a roar that shook the truck. As the
object (estimated to be 200 feet long)
approached the vehicle, the headlights
and engine failed. After the object left,
moving eastward, the lights came back
on and Saucedo was again able to start
the engine.

Atabout midnight another call came
into the police office, this time from a
man who had been driving four miles
east of Levelland. Mr. W. said an egg-
shaped object sitting in the road had
stopped the engine and “‘turned out”
+No Evidence of Intelligence/Probable Evidence of Intel-
ligence. Dr. Maccabee classifies UFO reports s follows:

(in which “the report could be explained as an
observation of some unimdligen patural phenomenon not
yet understood by science”); PE (*reports that might be
explained in terms of unknown natural phenomena but
wiiich might alternatively be ascribed to Some Unknown
inteligence™): and Definite Evidence of Intelligence (in
uhich the piobabilty s gute hgh that an meligerce

is involved, for example repors of 'machinelike" o

jects
Qrof agcupants ). For -l dsaussion e Haccabee's
*The Muroc Discs." September 1984 Fare.
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t documented case on record,"
ality of desert close encounter.

the lights of an approaching car. After
the object rose into the sky, the head-
lights came on and the motorist could
start his car again.

By about 12:30 A.M., after five tele-
phone calls describing similar events but
from different witnesses in different
locations had come into the police
station, Hockley County Sheriff Weir
Clem was asked to search the area.
Meanwhile, two more witnesses phoned
to report what they had seen.

About 1:30 Sheriff Clem and Deputy
Pat McCulloch saw a reddish oval
lighted object “*looking like a brilliant
red sunset” cross the road in front of
them. It did not stop their car, however.

A subsequent investigation uncovered
two more sightings that hadn’t been
phoned directly to the police: two grain
combines were stopped during normal
operations and a fire marshal reported
that his headlights dimmed and his car
engine nearly stopped when a lighted
object flew by. None of the witnesses
(aside from the sheriff and his deputy)
were looking for UFOs and they were
unaware of each other’s reports.

The sightings were “explained” by
Project Blue Book's eager experts as
ball lightning. J. Allen Hynek writes in
his book The UFO Experience (1972)
that he **hastily concurred in [Blue



Book head] Captain [G. T.J Gregory’s
evaluation as ‘ball lightning’ on the
basis of information that an electrical
storm had been in progress in the Level-
land area at the time.” Since then Dr.
Hynek has had second thoughts about
the ball-lightning explanation because,
as it turns out, there was no electrical
storm in the area. “*Had I given it any
thought whatever,” Hynek says, *I
would soon have recognized the absence
of any evidence that ball lightning can
stop cars and put out headlights.”

Since the reported phenomena con-
sisted of glowing balls of light, albeit
with some apparent structure, it may be
possible that some as-yet-unknown
natural unintelligent phenomenon could
account for them. On the other hand,
the motions and actions of the lights
might also be related to intelligence.
Therefore | classify these sightings as
NEI/PEIL

April 24, 1964: Socorro, N. Mex.
Classification: DEI.

Police Officer Lonnie Zamora’s
sighting is quite possibly the most
thoroughly investigated single-witness
civilian sighting in UFO history. The
story has been recounted in numerous
books; an entire book—Ray Stanford’s
Socorro Saucer in a Pentagon Pantry
(1976)—has even been written on the
case. To summarize briefly what
happened:

At 5:45 in the afternoon, as he was
chasing a speeder, Zamora saw what he
believed at first might be the explosion
ofa dynamite shack. From a consider-
able distance he observed an object on
the ground with two “‘children” nearby.
He temporarily lost sight of it as he was
driving closer and when he saw the
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object again, the **children™ were not
there. He got out of his car and care-
fully observed the object, which was
oval-shaped and standing on legs.

Suddenly he heard a noise and saw a
flame. Fearing the object was about
to explode, he ran away from it. He
stumbled and lost his glasses but he
could still see well enough to watch it
take offand fly away. He immediately
phoned the police station for help and
within a matter of 15 or 20 minutes
other police officers and an FBI agent
arrived on the scene. Shortly afterward
an air force investigator appeared.

Thus began an intense investigation
to determine just what had happened.
The FBI man typed up a **statementlike
account as given by Zamora
under lengthy interrogation.” In his
official report to headquarters the
agent wrote that he had known Zamora
“intimately for approximately five
years” and that Zamora “tis well
regarded as a sober, industrious and
conscientious officer and not given to
fantasy.” (Quoted statements are from
the official FBI file on the case.)

The first officers to arrive found
smoldering bushes and indentations. A
sample of charred material was obtained
and eventually taken to the Albuguerque
FBI office. A police officer took
pictures. Later he gave the photos to the
air force investigator for developing and
analyzing. About a month later the air
force officer told the policeman that
his photos had not come out because
radiation had ruined them.

Project Blue Book, the air force’s
public UFO-investigating agency, had
launched an investigation in the belief
that Zamora had actually seen a cruft
land and take off. Blue Book tried to
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find that craft. Eventually the investi-
gators decided, then-Blue Book head
Maj. Hector Quintanilla wrote in a
classified CIA journal, Studies in Intel-
ligence (Vol. 10, No. 4, Fall 1966).*
“There is no doubt that Lonnie Zamora
saw an object which left quite an
impression on him. There is no question
about Zamora’s reliability. He is a
serious police officer, a pillar of his
church and a man well versed in recog-
nizing airborne vehicles in his area. He
is puzzled by what he saw and frankly,
so are we. This is the best documented
case on record, and still we have been
unable, in spite of thorough investiga-
tion, to find the vehicle or other
stimulus that scared Zamora to the
point of panic.”

Lest anyone unacquainted with
Project Blue Book think that its director
was a believer in UFOs, let me point out
that Quintanilla was strongly skeptical
about the extraterrestrial hypothesis for
UFO reports. Even when confronted
with this sighting his skepticism didn’t
let him down. His article concludes,
““The object was traveling at approxi-
mately 120 miles per hour when it
disappeared over the mountain, accord-
ing to Zamora’s best guess of the time
it took. Not an interplanetary speed, at
any rate; and the findings were negative
of any indication that the Socorro UFO
was of extraterrestrial origin or that it
presented a threat to the security of the
United States.”

The air force officially accepted
Zamora’s sighting as real and the
sighting is listed as unidentified.

Philip J. Klass, in UFOs Identified
(1968), tentatively accepted the reality

“This information was released by the CIA in 1982,
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of Zamora’'s sighting, speculating that
the policeman had seen a rare sort of
plasma related to a high-voltage trans-
mission line near the sighting area. But
Klass was less positive about the sight-
ing’s credibility than the air force had
been. While visiting the area and talking
with some ofthe people involved in the
incident, he found out that the object
had been on the mayor’s land roughly
halfway between two major highways
into Socorro. He also learned that
within ayear following the report there
had been some talk of using the sighting
as a tourist attraction.

When he wrote his book, he hinted
that the mayor and Zamora may have
contrived the UFO story as a way of
attracting tourist money to the area. At
the same time, however, he also sug-
gested that Zamora might have seen a
plasma, remarking that he couldn’t
blame the city for wanting to take
advantage of such a widely-publicized
event. According to Klass, when he
visited Socorro in 1966, there were no
signs marking the sighting area or any
tourist attractions.

A few years later, in UFOs Explained
(1974), Klass discussed only the hoax
explanation that he had hinted at in
Identified. Making much ofthe mayor-
land-tourist connection, he implied that
the sighting was a hoax to bring money
to Socorro and to the mayor. Nowhere
does he mention that the city had not
actually carried through with any of the
ideas to increase tourism.

In a recent interview the (now-ex-)
mayor has commented on Klass' hoax
allegation. In a long article on the
sighting and its aftermath published in
the Albuquerque [N. Mex.] Journal for
August 2, 1983, reporter Toby Smith
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quotes the mayor as saying, ““The man
is silly. Sure, it was my land

went out and took a look like everybody

else . But | sure didn’t plan it.”"
The mayor went on to endorse Zamora’s
credibility.

According to the Journal article, a
tabloid newspaper once offered Zamora

money to ““change his story, spice it up

to suit the tabloid’s readers,”
Zamora refused.

I think the air force was correct: this
sighting was not a hoax. Furthermore,
the appearance of apparent occupants
and the behavior of this object make

this a DEI sighting.

WOMEN HAVE THE RIGHT STUFF

EN MAY BE bigger and stronger

than women. They're more aggres-
sive, have better vision and are better
able to find and follow their prey when
hunting. But women make better
astronauts.

That's what Dr. June Reinisch, a
prominent sexologist, told ameeting of
businesswomen in Detroit in November
1984.
famous Alfred C. Kinsey Institute for
Research in Sex, Gender and Repro-
duction at Indiana University, was
addressing the Women’s Economic
Club. She pointed out that in 1960 the
astronauts picked to go into space were
all men, adding, *“I'm here to tell you
that if they had been picked by sex
differences the group would have
been all female.”

In a speech entitled ““Women Can
Beat Sexual Stereotypes,” Reinisch said
women would make better astronauts

Reinisch, director of the world-

for a number of reasons, including:

= Women are smaller than men and
thus take up less room. Every inch
counts in space.

= Women use less oxygen per pound
of weight than men do.

- Psychological experiments have
shown that women live *‘more easily
and less emotionally™ in small groups
of persons tightly bound together.

= Females are better at detecting
small environmental changes which are
potentially dangerous in space and they
are more sensitive than men to odors
and sounds. According to Reinisch, a
woman would be “more likely to hear”
a change in sound “and to respond to
it before it blows up the spaceship.”

Reinisch maintains that women are
physiologically stronger than men. ““We
live longer and we’re much less likely
to have a heart attack in space from the
excitement,” she claims.

BLOOD WILL TELL

HE MAGAZINE Psychology Today
Treponed in late 1984 that some

Japanese businessmen are relying
blood type evaluation for insight into
behavior.

Toshitaka Nomi, who has written
more than 25 books on the subject,
claims that people with blood type A are
perfectionists and susceptible to stress.
He says that type B people are indepen-
dent and often creative and type O's

are cautious and discriminating
Some Japanese have begun to use
onblood typing as a guide in hiring and
handling employees. A Tokyo restau-
rant manager believes business has
improved since he stopped scolding
type A workers who tend to be over-
sensitive. He says, “Since I've begun
dealing with workers according to
their blood type, things are going
great.”



THE CURIOUS CURE

By Michael Goss

IT IS important to society to
JLknow whether mesmerism is

true,” declared Harriet Martineau.
Few cultivated Victorians who read
her statement in The Athenaeum for
November 23,1844, would have disputed
it. For one thing, Martineau's stature as
a purveyor of serious, uplifting but
entertainingly-written works on social
and political issues—a *“popularizer,”
in today’s terminology—was unchal-
lenged. For another, the controversial
mysteries of mesmerism (also known as
animal magnetism and by half a dozen
other esoteric names) simply demanded
afinal, concrete verdict on its validity.
The quandary facing Victorian intel-
lectuals confronted with mesmerism isn’t
far removed from our own perplexity
when confronted by the paranormal.
From time to time there arises an
occultist movement that promises to
revolutionize our belief systems. Under
debate today are a number of alterna-
tive therapies outside conventional
medicine. Thus the 19th-Century discus-
sion of mesmerism, which reached a
climax in the 1840's, is still relevant.
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In the popular mind mesmerism was
an awesome occult power that enabled
one person to entrance and dominate
another, making the entranced believe
that a lump of soap was a succulent
peach or a chair an attractive dancing
partner. In short, it was a kind of magic.
©On a more serious plane, demonstrations
of clairvoyance and other unusual
phenomena allegedly evoked during the
trance contradicted the materialist view
of man as little better than a machine.
Morbid sensitivity and fear of a grand
hoax pervaded Victorian culture and
also created a vociferous skeptical party
spearheaded by such medical men as
Thomas Wakley, editor of Britain's
omniscient medical journal The Lancet,
and a handful of clergymen. They
insisted that mesmerism was a total
sham and a satanic delusion.

The indecision on mesmerism’s
validity produced a number of fruitless
skirmishes between skeptics and be-
lievers. The question was still open when
Harriet Martineau, a respected and
responsible writer, came forward with
evidence that she herself had tested the
much-disputed healing power of this
““animal magnetism.”



Her story would be unintelligible
unless we examine the way an educated
Victorian understood mesmerism.
Modem dictionaries gloss over the word
as an outmoded name for, or type of,
hypnosis. Strictly speaking, this is not
correct. While our present-day psycho-
logical concepts of hypnosis arose from
the practice of mesmerism, the original
mesmeristic theories were markedly
different.

As developed by the disciples of
Franz Anton Mesmer, this psychother-
apeutic process derived from a beliefin
an all-pervasive, invisible, quasi-magnetic
“fluid.” This substance was also present
in the human body and its imbalance
brought on disease. By inducing a
sleeplike state through his or her own
magnetic force—generated by willpower
and transmitted by the eyes and by
manual passes—the mesmerist brought
into play a harmonious, curative process
which corrected the imbalance.

1t should be noted that the mesmerist,
throughout the treatment of the patient,
did not use verbal instructions as
modern hypnotherapists do because
mesmerists believed that the *“fluid”
contained intrinsic therapeutic prop-
erties independent of psychological
factors. In other words, the mere fact
of being mesmerized was sufficient to
effect a cure.

During its heyday in Britain, animal
magnetism created a sharp polarity of
opinion. On one side were the bitterly-
skeptical opponents who portrayed it as
“the new witchcraft,” a dangerous
regression to the benighted, supersti-
tious ignorance of previous ages. On the
other, gibing just as loudly at the
limitations of their enemies’ common
sense and refusal to face the evidence.
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was a loosely-knit coterie of radicals,
among them persons whose exalted
viewpoint won them the name *“‘tran-
scendentalists.”” For them, mesmerism
was an antidote to the outworn ideas,
materialism and antispirituality of the
times. Mesmerism offered glimpses of
a “*higher”” human state—doubly valu-
able when religious doubt, alienation
and a general loss of faith had invaded
the social spectrum.

As they attacked the complacent,

ative views of cor

science, few transcendentalists appre-
ciated the irony of their position. To
prove that mesmerism truly defined
materialistic interpretations oflife, they
had to secure evidence and to do so they
had to resort to materialistic sciences’
methodology. Besides, the nature of the
evidence was crucial. What kind would
carry conviction and encourage skeptics
to look deeper into animal magnetism?
Taking into account the British char-
acter, the more cautious mesmerists saw
that the “‘truths™ had no chance of
gaining recognition unless they were
seen to have practical value.

Unfortunately, too many enthusiasts
stressed the “‘higher” phenomena:
“traveling clairvoyance” (akin to
remote viewing), telepathy, eyeless
sight, trance diagnoses of disease,
psychometry and so on. Possibly much
of this material deserves reexamination;
some of the incidents may have been
genuinely paranormal. But the laxity
and informality of the tests were not lost
on the critics. Where they found no
condemning evidence of too-casual
controls to rule out fraud, they simply
ignored the episodes as improbabilities.
Inthe long run, the emphasis on *“*higher
phenomena™ worked against mesmer-
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ism’s credibility. With a foresight that
would have done credit to the best of
their somnambulistic mediums, the
more perceptive mesmerists  insisted
animal magnetism’s greatest selling
point was its therapeutic value.

In an age of relatively primitive
anesthesia, mesmerists’ claims ought to
have met with a positive response;
instead they were derided or explained
away. When Dr. Ward of Wellow,
Nottinghamshire, used mesmerism for
the painless amputation of a patient's
leg in 1842, the operation elicited a Tine
example of Victorian antilogic. Medical
skeptics claimed that the man had been
taught to resist pain; clergymen added
that pain was in any case *‘a wise
provision of nature™ and that patients
ought to suffer during surgery. Dr.
John Elliotson’s painless removal of a
cancerous breast using mesmerism was
quite unremarkable—or so William
Grove confided to the readers of Black-
wood's Magazine: The woman had
admitted later that *‘she felt the full
pain but purposely and by great effort
kept silent.”

The advent of chloroform—fast and
uniform in its action although, as some
mesmerists pointed out, not without
danger—provided the ideal excuse
for not granting animal magnetism’s
anesthetic applications a further hearing.

But what of mesmerist therapy’s
other claims? The mesmerists' own
journal, The Zoist, published amazing
cures throughout its 13-year life. Organ-
ic diseases said to have responded to the
magnetic fluid include cancer, long-term
blindness, inflammations, tuberculosis,
dysentery, heart disease, spinal com-
plaints, scrofula and many more. Here
is a catalog of diseases supposedly cured
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by an invisible, mind-directed force in
isolation—that is, without psychological
or medicinal adjuncts. Yet the medical
profession refused to take this force
seriously. No 20th-Century conven-
tional therapy, including hypnosis,
would presume to pit itself against half
of the medical problems over which
mesmerism claimed victory. It is pos-
sible that our ancestors jettisoned an
incredibly potent therapeutic tool.
But perhaps the cures were temporary
and the patients’ subsequent relapses
went unreported. Perhaps they were
actually due to more conventional forms
of medication applied before, during or
even after the mesmerist treatments. Or
perhaps the original diagnoses were
faulty so that a minor disease was
mistaken for (and magnified into) a
major one. The case of Harriet Marti-
neau may help to put mesmerism’s
miracle cures into a tighter perspective.

HE YEAR 1839 found Harriet

Martineau one of Victorian En-
gland’s foremost writers—and also a
chronic invalid. A large public ap-
plauded her forceful, educative output
and her zeal for radical causes, espe-
cially those concerned with improving
the lives of the working class. The
frequent remarks that she wrote *‘like
a man” or had a masculine intellect
were not meant to be patronizing; they
were compliments directed at her un-
compromising character. But few outside
her circle of acquaintances knew that
there was another side to Martineau.
She harbored a desire to be a martyr—
“an apostle of pain”—and with it a
tendency to believe she was seriously,
perhaps terminally, ill. To books such
as lllustrations of Political Economy
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and Retrospect of Western Travel she
was soon to add the significantly-titlied
Life in the Sickroom.

Even so—and despite her “beggarly
nervous system”—it wasn't a purely
psychosomatic illness that kept her
bedridden after her arrival in Tyne-
mouth. She Was a sick woman. Two
doctors—one of them her brother-in-
law T. M. Greenhow of the Newcastle-
Upon-Tyne Infirmary—agreed that she
suffered from an organic or functional
enlargement of the uterus and an
ovarian cyst. For reasons of 19th-
Century tact or delicacy, the patient did
not specify the nature of her illness
when writing of her marvelous cure.

By 1844 Martineau professed herself
ready to try anything. “*If any friend of
mine had been lying in a suffering and
helpless state for nearly six years,” she
wrote later, “‘and she had fancied she
might get well by standing on her head
or reciting charms or bestriding a
broomstick, | should have helped her
to try.”

Instead of resorting to any of these
measures, Harriet Martineau turned to
mesmerism.

Ironically, in view of what happened
later, Greenhow was responsible for the
introduction that led her to select
Spencer Timothy Hall as mesmerist. A
former printer, newspaper proprietor
and minor poet, he had discovered
in animal magnetism a new form of
self-expression and an outlet for his
visionary leanings. Much in demand
throughout the northern counties as a
mesmerist-lecturer, he claimed some
spectacular successes in curing lameness,
deafness and epilepsy but his exuberant
statements hadn’t made him universally
popular among his fellow mesmerists.

Nevertheless, his Newcastle perfor-
mances impressed Greenhow. When
Hall had overcome the shock of having
to meet and treat the famous authoress,
he apparently notched up another
notable triumph.

Hall's lecturing commitments forced
him to bow out soon after the first
seance which (in Martineau’s opinion)
set her on the road to complete re-
covery. He left her in the hands of other
mesmerists—one of them her own maid,
whose knowledge of the science came
from a popular handbook on mes-
merism, and the other *‘a lady, the
widow ofa clergyman,” Mrs. Montagu
Wynyard. With their assistance the
invalid reduced her opiate intake,
regained her appetite and had ““full
enjoyment of active days and nights of
rest.”” Soon Martineau, whose feet had
scarcely touched grass for years, was
taking a five-mile walk.

As a professional writer on the impor-
tant social issues of her day, Harriet
Martineau could not merely accept her
cureand pass on to other things. She felt
a duty to put her testimony before a
wide audience—at a time when the
validity of mesmerism urgently needed
a fair and objective appraisal. She chose
the influential Athenaeum as a forum
for her letters on mesmerism because
its readers theoretically constituted
the intellectual critics she wanted to
reach; but she ignored the fact that the
review was highly antagonistic to all
pretensions of the supernatural. She
had placed herself—not altogether
unknowingly—in a false position.

“Mr. Cowderay says that if Miss
Martineau writes of her own cure
only, she will do good,” said author
Mary Russell Mitford in a letter to a
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friend, “but if mixed up with details
of a marvelous nature she will only
get wrecked upon the sharp edge of
prejudice . - . . For certainly what is
wanted of mesmerism is not the wild
notions of girls of 19 but the power to
alleviate disease and perform operations
without pain.

Miss Mitford plainly saw the prob-
lems inherent when Martineau began to
describe the “‘higher phenomena’
displayed under mesmerist influence by
a teenaged member of her household,
Jane Arrowsmith. (The reference to her
being “‘wrecked on the sharp edge of
prejudice” is pertinent; one of Jane’s
more controversial feats involved a
precognitive or clairvoyant vision of a
shipwreck.) It was the Martineau tes-
timony on Jane's ostensibly **superior”
or psi faculties that aroused the venom
of the waiting skeptics.

Martineau asserted that mesmerism
alone had wrought a cure in a person
who (she said) had existed for several
miserable years as a hopeless invalid.
Her case, unlike all too many others,
could not be ignored by the medical
establishment. ““This lady’s writings
have won for her more than European
reputation,” chortled The Zoist with
evident satisfaction, **and we do not
know another patient whose cure could

. cause a greater sensation.” From
the humblest dwelling to the royal
palace where Prince Albert censored the
medics for refusing to investigate
mesmerism, Martineau’s evidence was
the topic of the hour. Adequate re-
sponse from the medical profession was
not merely requested, it was demanded.
Predictably enough, that response
proved to be mercilessly negative.

Critics were busily poking holes in the
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clairvoyance episodes—as many had
feared, the higher phenomena were a
consistent weakness in mesmerism’s
armor—when T. M. Greenhow pub-
lished his version of the Martineau cure.
Earlier extolled by his sister-in-law as
“‘my kind and vigilant medical friend,”
the surgeon was no longer inclined to
hold back. Annoyed by the implication
that he subscribed to her own rosy
opinion of mesmerism—and perhaps
also irritated that it was he who had
made it possible for her to undergo the
mesmerist treatment in the first place—
Greenhow tore aside the discreet vague-
ness by which Martineau had tried to
hide the real nature of her intimate
complaint. His one-shilling mass-
circulation pamphlet told everyone what
she had suffered from in plain, everyday
English rather than the more tactful
Latin doctors were supposed to use to
describe their patients’ problems.

The Medical Report of the Case of
MissH. M. (the use of initials disguised
the patient's identity not one iota)
painted Harriet Martineau as a stubborn
hypochondriac who persistently exag-
gerated the nature of her illness *“and
always seemed best satisfied with any-
thing approaching an admission that she
must ever remain a secluded invalid.”
This, wrote Greenhow, was a typical
morbid or nervous side effect of her
sickness but her belief had no medical
foundation. He himselfhad always been
confident that she would be cured. Even
H. M. had admitted in 1844 (before the
mesmerist treatments) that she felt
better but she clung to the idea that it
was only a passing phase. In other
words, she preferred to believe she was
incurable. Greenhow had recommended
mesmerism only for its psychological
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effects on his sister-in-law’s distressed
nervous system. Her actual cure he
attributed to the iodide of iron treat-
ment he had prescribed and the first
signs of improvement predated the
mesmerism sessions by a couple of
months. Beyond some minor influence
on her confidence, the doctor insisted,
mesmerism had played no worthwhile
part in the curative process.

Greenhow's destructive announce-
ments and Martineau’s rejections of
them had little effect on the uproarious
““Mesmerism Letters Debate” which
threatened to become a weekly series in
The Athenaeum. The clairvoyance issue
dominated the debate and when the
editorial veto cut it short, many readers
may have forgotten that the conflict had
begun with the description of what was
essentially a medical mystery. Surely all
but a few had forgotten by 1877, a year
after Martineau had died unrepentant
at her Ambleside home. Mesmerism
itself was virtually dead, having been
overtaken by a less exotic therapy now
known as hypnotism. Thus there were
no serious objectors to take up the cause
of magnetic fluids when Greenhow's
account of The Termination ofthe Case
of Harriet Martineau looked back
across a gulf of 12 years to reopen the
old controversy.

| have used the Martineau case as a
moderately average example of the
miracle cures claimed for mesmerism.
Itis one of the few cases for which we
possess a full set of records which help
to assess the suspicion that a strange
quasiphysical healing force had foolishly
been allowed to drift into oblivion. I
we cannot believe the multiple accounts
of cures effected on severe afflictions,
the only solution is that those cures

were not permanent, as the mesmerists
supposed, but temporary.

According to Greenhow's final words
in The Lancet, this is the true explana-
tion of the Martineau cure. In fact, it
was not a cure, since a postmortem 24
hours after her death indicated that the
relief she had felt in 1844 marked a
passive or interim phase in the progress
of her illness. Thereafter a slow but
persistent ovarian displacement had
continued and a pear-shaped 12-by-10-
inch tumor worked its way up her body
until it pressed on intestines and inter-
fered with lung and heart action. All this
continued long after the supposedly
permanent mesmerist cure had taken
place. Her illness resisted both
Greenhow's iodide of iron treatment
and the mesmerists’ animal magnetism.

As Greenhow had hoped, mesmerism
helped Martineau escape the thralldom
of drugs; it renewed her confidence and
vital energies, even her will to get better.
But it had not cured her. Another
doctor observed that the relief she felt
as the tumor began to rise from pelvis
to abdomen chanced to coincide with
the mesmerist sittings and was chalked
up to their credit. But the problem
remained and in later years it took
on renewed vigor, eventually leading to
her death.

Harriet Martineau was an enthusiastic
mesmerist to the end, carrying out any
number of cures in her neighborhood.
Yet it may be significant that when
afflicted by symptoms of what she took
to be heart disease in 1855, she did not
consult a mesmerist but went to an
ordinary London doctor.

The noncure of Harriet Martineau
may seem a damning piece of evidence
against the therapeutic value of mesmer-
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ism. How many wonder-cures promoted
in magazines like The Zoist and Phreno-
Magnet could be canceled out if we had
some follow-up on patients’ progress
after those cures had been loudly
proclaimed?

Even if we allow that suspicion free
rein, the vast literature of mesmerism
contains some seemingly inexplicable
instances of cures. Animal magnetism
has been derided as a quaint byway of
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psychology which led only into a cul-de-
sac. Today, more than 140 years after
the Martineau debacle, interest in alter-
native therapies runs high. Mesmerism,
despite its many comic failings and
posturings, has much in common with
ideas currently exciting attention.
Perhaps now the time has come to
reevaluate what the 19th-Century tran-
scendentalists proudly called “the
science of life.”

xul

A THORNY VISITATION PROBLEM

AMON AND Sally Tarquinio of
Crofton, Md., have solved a thorny

and their neighbors, Mark and Kim-
berly Lamb, reached the temporary

visitation problem. They’ll be able taagreement which allows the Tarquinios

drop in on their rosebushes and other
greenery as a result of an agreement
reached by lawyers in October 1984.

The deal permits the Tarquinios to
visit their begonias, rosebushes and
evergreens for two hours on Sunday
mornings and puts on the back burner
a dispute with neighbors over where
their property line runs.

Lawyers representing the Tarquinios

to tend their garden from 9:00 A.M. to
11:00 A.M. on Sundays. Ifthe weather
is bad, the parties agreed to “be flex-
ible on arranging other times.” The
Tarquinios will be allowed to enter
through a gate into the side yard.
The issue arose in August 1984 when
the fence was moved toward the Tar-
quinios’ house after a home-builder said
the original fence line was incorrect.

THE BURNING BOOTH

IKE RUSSO, writing for the
Holbrook [Ariz.) Tribune, tells

Sergeant Duran attempted to remove
a receiver from its cradle in one of the

about an inhospitable telephone boothnits and the electrical charge burned

which spoiled New Year's Day for
Wilber Tanner, a long-distance truck
driver. En route from California to
Indianapolis on January 1, 1985, Tanner
stopped in a shopping plaza in Wins-
low, Ariz., to make a telephone call.

As he began dialing, the phone
emitted an electrical charge which
caused second- and third-degree burns
on his left ear. He was transported to
Winslow Memorial Hospital where he
was treated and released. Two police
sergeants, Mike Duran and David
Sedilla, were dispatched to the shopping
center to examine the telephones. All six
were found to be electrically charged.

his nightstick. When Sergeant Sedilla
removed a receiver, his finger was
burned. A telephone company em-
ployee, inspecting the telephones, had
his work glove melted

Although Nancy Wood, a Mountain
Bell representative, said the electrical
charge did not damage the telephone
mechanisms, the police officers found
that some plastic parts had melted.
Representatives of Mountain Bell and
Arizona Public Service were unsuc-
cessful in locating the source of the
energy and the phones at the shopping
center were boarded up toavoid further
injuries.



BESIEGED BY A
DEtAOTt™

As the evil entities appeared we fought desperately

to drive them away, only to feel them becoming ever more powerful...
Part Il

By Paul F. Eno

o’clock and roamed freely through the
house talking with the Goodins, the

N1972 apoltergeist began toplague  Warrens and me. | decided to permit

/a house on Lindley Street in Bridge-

reporters to use only my first name. My

port, Conn. At first the occupants,position as a seminary student required

Gerard and Laura Goodin, assumed the
poundings on the walls were due to
natural causes but investigations by
the police, fire department personnel
and city engineers failed to solve the
mystery. By late summer 1974 other
phenomena were occurring. Religious
articles jumped from the walls and
crashed to thefloor. Refrigerators and
television sets were levitated. Furniture
and other household objects were over-
turned. Among the witnesses were
Bridgeport police officers. Some inves-
tigators suspected that the Goodins’
10-year-old adopted daughter Marcia
was hoaxing the poltergeist effects.

On November 24 veteran psychic
investigators Ed and Lorraine Warren
ofMonroe, Conn., arrived on the scene
with Father Bill Charbonneau and
the author.

HE POLICE left the house at about
5 P.M., although a few remained

a certain degree of anonymity—some of
my superiors looked askance at my
involvement in psychical research and
publicity was the last thing | needed.

At four o’clock the Warrens, Father
Bill and | had the first of many confer-
ences. With the exception of the priest,
who had to return to his parish in the
morning, we could remain on the case
as long as necessary to help the Goodin
family. We decided that | would stay
with Marcy at all times to watch and
make sure she was not directly respon-
sible for any of the events.

After that we decided to return to
Monroe for more discussion and some-
thing to eat. First, however, Father Bill
blessed the house, using a ritual similar
to the one Father Doyle had used that
morning. The Warrens accompanied the
priest from room to room as he prayed
and sprinkled holy water. | stayed in the
living room with the family.

As we were about to leave the house,

outside to keep the crowd under controlve heard a crash coming from Marcy’s

Reporters started to arrive at four
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bedroom. The big dresser had been



thrown across the room, smashing into
the closet door on the other side.
Everyone was in the living room when
it happened. This was our introduction
to whatever it was that had brought us
here. The people milling outside stared
and whispered as we left the house. No
doubt they had expected Father Bill to
come flying out a window as had
happened in the then-popular film The
Exorcist.

Back at the Warrens' house the three
of us (Father Bill had an appointment
in Waterbury) tried to put things
together. Although we had not seen or
heard the most dramatic events, we had
little doubt that we were dealing with a
poltergeist. Since this phenomenon is
little understood, many investigators
have their own variations on the
common theories. Ours were that either
Marcy’s pent-up psychic energy was
responsible for the poltergeist or one or
more actual demonic entities were at
work. Only time and the phenomena
themselves would give us an answer to
that question.

The four of us returned to Lindley
Street at about eight o’clock that
evening to find that the crowds had
swelled to several thousand. The story
was now out on the wires of the Asso-
ciated Press, United Press International
and Reuters, as well as the major broad-
cast networks.

An hour later we were drinking coffee
in the kitchen when all at once Lorraine
Warren cried out in pain. As we
watched, a blister slowly appeared on
the top of her left hand. The hand, in
plain sight all the time, had certainly not
come in contact with anything that
could have caused such a burn. No one
was smoking, either. Ed tried to per-
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suade his wife to leave the house but she
wouldn’t hear of it.

An hour and a half later, Marcy
was in her room showing Father Bill
her charm bracelet. Suddenly the big
bureau, which had been set back in
place against the wall, again flew across
the room. No one was near it. The
predominance of activity in this room
was confirming what we already sus-
pected: Marcy's room was the center of
the phenomena.

At 11 o'clock everyone congregated
in the kitchen. 1 was standing next to the
television console and Marcy was next
to me when Gerard Goodin suddenly
pointed to the television. The flowers on
top of it were moving silently, as if
fluttering in the breeze. Goodin said that
whenever the flowers moved like this,
it meant that the television was going to
fall over.

I felt around the flowers with my
fingertips. They were engulfed by the
“*psychic cold” that no thermometer
measures but which is all too familiar
to every psychical researcher. 1 felt
behind the television set as far as | could
reach. The strange cold was there too.

Then, as 1 leaned against the sink, the
set went over with a crash, face down,
hitting my left leg and knocking Marcy
and me across the kitchen. Knowing the
force ofthe crash, 1 was astonished that
the television was undamaged. Unfor-
tunately my leg sported a minor gash for
several weeks, a battle scar from my
bout with the Bridgeport poltergeist.

Later, close to 2:00 A.M., Father

il blessed the house again. If indeed
the haunting was demonic in nature,
we hoped this would end it without

A FTER THIS things quieted down.
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recourse to more drastic measures such
as exorcism. Things remained calm
throughout the rest of the night.

At four o’clock on the morning of
Monday, November 25, we returned to
Monroe to get some sleep. Father Bill
stretched out on the living room couch,
while Lorraine and I lingered in the
kitchen drinking tea and talking. She
had just said she hoped the thing was
ended when we both felt the *‘presenc
Something invisible, inaudible and
malign was in the kitchen with us.

Lorraine and | held hands across the
table and prayed and whatever it was
soon left. From then on, she was as
unsure as | about whether the trouble
on Lindley Street had ended.

Atexactly 8:00 A.M. the phone rang.
Father Bill had left to celebrate Mass
at his parish but the rest of us were
asleep. Lorraine answered and heard
our worst fears confirmed. Laura
Goodin frantically reported that every-
thing had started all over again and the
destruction was worse than ever.

When we arrived at the house on
Lindley Street, we found the interior a
shambles and the place jammed with
police and reporters, including network
journalists. Mrs. Goodin was wearing
acrucifix on a black ribbon around her
neck. After getting a full report on the
events ofthe early morning (which were
similar to those of Sunday morning), we
started ejecting reporters and bystanders
who had wandered boldly into the
house. It took until noon to get people
sorted out and ejected. | was with Marcy
during the entire period.

By this time we had all but decided
that an exorcism of the house was the
only course of action left to us. That
was not so easy as it sounded, unfor-
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tunately. Unlike Protestants, Eastern
Orthodox and Jews, Roman Catholics
have highly ritualized and “official”
forms of exorcism. A Roman Catholic
priest can find himself in big trouble
with his bishop if he uses these rituals
without permission, especially in a
highly publicized situation such as
this one.

That afternoon we tried to get
some cooperation from the Bridgeport
Diocese, to no avail. Msgr. John J.
Toomey, vicar general of the diocese,
later issued a written statement in which
he said, among other things, that
Church officials attributed the events to
““purely natural causes.”

Father Bill was in an awkward posi-
tion because he wasn’t even from that
diocese. In desperation | called an
Eastern Orthodox priest | knew and
asked ifhe would be willing to come in
and preside over an exorcism. He said
yes, but only as a last resort since the
Goodins should have recourse to their
own church first. Thus, as the day
passed and pressure increased from both
the family and the police to do some-
thing to end this nightmare, we found
ourselves in the proverbial “*Catch-22"
situation.

Around 1:00 P.M. | left the house
and waded through the incredible crowd
(which was nearing 10,000) to go to a
store and get some snacks for everyone.
People in the crowd, evidently thinking
1 was Father Bill (who was only a few
years older than | and was getting a
good many headlines), either stared in
awe or tried to ask questions, which I
evaded. | bought candy for everyone
and was back in the house at 1:30 P.M.
The Warrens then left to talk with some
reporters at their home.



This left the Goodins, Marcy’s baby-
sitter (a neighbor), Bridgeport Post
reporter John Sopko and me in the
house. Marcy, the babysitter and |
began to play a board game while the
others chatted. Suddenly an acrid smell,
like that of ozone mixed with sulfur,
drifted through the house. It came from
the kitchen. Instantly Goodin was up
and dashed into the kitchen; he was in
plain sight every moment.

““Oh, oh,” he said. *“It's going to
start again!”

Our skin jumped with that unmistak-
able electrical tingle that's burned into
the mind ofanyone who has ever stood
in the presence of a demonic entity. A
whitish, gauzy cloud began to form in
the kitchen and Goodin was back in the
living room at once.

Immediately | sat everyone down and
took out an Eastern Orthodox prayer
book | had with me, starting to chant
the first thing | came upon. It happened
to be the ancient *“Akathist” hymn in
praise of Jesus Christ. In a strangely
moving scene Marcy came over and
joined me in the simple hymn. Mrs.
Goodin wept. The malign presence
quickly dissipated.

The Warrens returned about 3:30
P.M. During the next few hours, as we
waited vainly for a return call from the
Bridgeport Diocese, we sat in the
kitchen and listened to the radio.
We were joined by two policemen.
Practically every station to which we
turned was talking about the house on
Lindley Street. One of the officers
rudely hinted that a hoax was the only
explanation. His mockery ended when
the kitchen was suddenly engulfed again
with the smell of sulfur and ozone, this
time coming from Marcy’s room. But
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nothing further happened.

We sent out for hamburgers. Then
the Warrens left again to return home
to make a number of long-distance
phone calls to other investigators and
influential clergymen. Only the Goodins
and | were in the house at 7:10 when |
suddenly got the feeling that something
was very wrong. Goodin felt it too and
went into the kitchen. The cloudlike
formation and the malign presence soon
returned, now seeming much stronger.
(For some odd reason | had the clear
impression that it was exactly four times
stronger.)

Someone who has never experienced
such a thing cannot imagine the cer-
tainty all of us felt at that moment
that malign entities were *‘arriving.”
Although invisible, their movements
were immediately obvious to us from
moment to moment as they moved from
the kitchen, down the short hallway and
into the living room. Goodin traced one
as it did this. Mrs. Goodin started to
cry, while Marcy clung to me in tenor.
1 proceeded to chant the Akathist again.

Then, to the amazement of everyone,
especially me, Goodin began chanting,
in a beautiful bass voice that 1 would
have sworn was not his own, a prayer
in flawless Latin which sounded to me
like part of the old Roman Catholic
Funeral Mass. He later said he had
never studied Latin but remembered
some of the language from his days as
an altar boy. Well, | have never heard
of any altar boy who absorbed that
much proper vocabulary and pronunci-
ation without painstaking study over a
long period.

Despite all our efforts the forces grew
ever stronger. | put Marcy behind me
on a stool next to the front door. One
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of the “things™ approached me and
stopped. It was then that | made my
mistake: | began to feel a fierce enmity
toward this being, which seemed to be
after this innocent child. As my emotion
grew, the entity simply fed on the
psychic energy | was releasing and grew
stronger. The being got around me and
threw Marcy across the living room.

She ran back to me, crying. Finally,
as the cloud inundated the whole
interior ofthe house and as my physical
strength waned, | ordered everyone
outside. They needed no further en-
couragement.

Luckily for us the police had cleared
away the crowds and cordoned off
Lindley Street. They all saw us leave,
though, and a muffled muttering broke
out at both ends of the street. It was
about 8:00 P.M. and quite dark and
cold, with a light sleet falling. Several
neighbors stared helplessly from their
front yards. We could hear a voice in
the crowd preaching something about
this all being a *“‘sign of the end,”
although I’m sure it wasn’t the “‘end”
1 was hoping for just then. I said the
Lord’s Prayer with the Goodins, then
left them shivering on the front walk
as | ran to a nearby house to find a
telephone.

Apparently | wasn't alone. A dog
came bounding out of someone’s back-
yard, barking fiercely. It got to within
two feet of me, abruptly yelped and fled
behind some bushes with its tail between
its legs. Several cats stared for a
moment, then scurried away in terror.

1 came to the house and the door was
answered by a wide-eyed little boy.
““Mommy.” he called, “‘the priestwants
to use the phone!” Even here everyone
seemed to think | was Father Bill.
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The people were sympathetic. As |
stepped toward the phone, something
rang the doorbell and knocked three
times. ““Mommy, there's nobody there!”
the boy cried.

““You want to make a bet?" | replied.

HE WARRENS left their home as

soon as | called but it took them

almost an hour and a half to get back
through the suburbs to Lindley Street,
thanks to the traffic and crowds. Appar-
ently the Goodin house had become a
major tourist attraction. When they
finally arrived at about 9:15, we all
reentered the house. Things were quiet.
When we turned on the radio, a news-
caster was speculating about why we
had left the house. Two reporters from
WNAB radio in Bridgeport arrived at
about 9:30.

While | recounted the evening’s
events to those who hadn’t been there,
a mirror in Marcy’s room fell and the
kitchen table turned over twice. On
three different occasions three knocks
sounded at the back door. No one was
there. The drapes in the living room
kept falling to the floor and the por-
table television there turned around
every few minutes. At one point Marcy
was sitting in the kitchen and her chair
began to rise. Since | was standing
behind her, | grabbed the chair back and
pushed it down.

By that time the investigators had
decided that an exorcism of the house
would have to be performed by some-
one as soon as possible, no matter what.

Shortly after midnight the Warrens
and 1, bleary-eyed and hungry, left the
Goodin home, planning to return the
next afternoon (Tuesday, November 26)
at about 1:30 P.M. Marcy kissed me



and made me promise to come back.
““How can we ever thank you?”" Laura
Goodin said as she hugged the three of
us. As ifto say farewell, the coffee table
jumped across the living room as we
walked out the front door.

After another night on the Warrens'
living room couch, I decided to go home
to East Hartford for a few hours to rest,
shower and talk with my parish priest.
The Warrens were going to Hartford on
business. We agreed to meet back at the
Goodin house at 2:00 P.M.

As my old Ford sped east on Inter-
state 84,1 tuned the radio to WCBS in
New York—and I could hardly believe
what 1 heard. The announcer was saying
the Bridgeport police had declared
the poltergeist a hoax perpetrated by
Marcy! Every station | could get said the
same thing.

The Warrens learned of this after
their arrival in Hartford. But when they
got home at about 11:30 A.M., the
chaos really began. Phone calls to police
headquarters produced no answers and
even the Goodins’ phone was answered
by a policeman. The Goodins refused
to speak with the Warrens. When they
went back to Lindley Street, a
policeman refused them entry, so they
went to a friend’s home in the city to
listen to the radio and try more phone
calls.

I arrived at Lindley Street at 2:30
P.M. and stood aghast on the front
steps as Laura Goodin ordered a police-
man to throw me off the property.
finally met the Warrens back at their
home about five o’clock.

Evidently what had happened was
this: The police had entered the Goodin
house within minutes of our departure
the previous night. Tougher minds at
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headquarters had decided that this
ghostly ruckus had to end once and for
all so that order could be restored in that
part of the city. Veteran interrogators
grilled Marcy. Ultimately, according to
police reports, she ‘‘confessed” to
having perpetrated a hoax. Thus Police
Superintendent Joseph A. Walsh an-
nounced first thing Tuesday morning
that the Bridgeport “‘poltergeist™ was a
child’s hoax.

The Warrens’ phone didn’t stop
ringing all that evening. Calls came in
from reporters as far away as Australia
and western Canada. One caller, from
a Toronto newspaper, claimed Father
Bill Charbonneau was now denying he
had witnessed phenomena in the house.
This of course proved untrue. Another
caller told us that Marcy had been taken
to the Fairfield Hills Hospital near
Bridgeport and was under psychiatric
observation. These reports were only the
first of many rumors which circulated
in the media for weeks.

At 7:00 P.M. Ed Warren and | were
guests on the three-hour Tiny Market
Show, a call-in program on WNAB
radio. Virtually all the callers agreed
with us that the sudden police declara-
tion of a **hoax™ was inexplicable, no
matter what the explanation for the
Lindley Street happenings might be.

Inane accusations were hurled against
us from Lindley Street and police head-
quarters during the rest of November
and early December. Believe it or not,
these included the following: that the
candy | bought on Monday afternoon
was “‘drugged” and somehow caused
the phenomena or caused Marcy to
cause the phenomena; that Ed had
caused the events from his own home
by witchcraft; and that all of the
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witnesses had been put under some sort
of “spell.”

Of course the silliest accusation of all
was that a 10-year-old child could fool
large numbers of reliable, highly trained
people for days by tossing around huge
objects in a tiny house without being
seen. How such incredible suggestions
were in any way more believable than
the simple facts of the case is beyond my
comprehension.

To the best of my knowledge not one
witness, including the policemen who
had been there, ever retracted his story
and all those who were asked vouched
for the professional way in which the
psychical investigators handled them-
selves. The Warrens and a number of
other witnesses publicly refuted the
police story. Although fuming, 1 re-
mained silent, again for the sake of
anonymity.

HUS ENDED that segment of the
Thaunung of Lindley Street. Over the

next month the story, along with
battle between the Warrens and the
police, died out in the press. Ed got a
letter from the Goodins' attorney
warning him—and me—not to use the
Goodins’ name in any lectures. And
on Lindley Street Laura Goodin was
shutting the door in the face of anyone
who resembled a reporter.

But the poltergeist was far from
banished. According to all sorts of
reliable reports, the family’s ordeal was
continuing. Mrs. Goodin told a friend
that her husband had to plant their
Christmas tree in concrete because it
kept moving. It was also reported
that some of the furniture had to be
wired down.

By January 1975 an investigative
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team from what was then the Duke
University Parapsychology Laboratory
had worked out a deal with the family
and the police to go to the house and
conduct a thorough investigation of its
own. The deal was that no findings
would be released until one year from
the date of their investigation. Those
involved were Jerry Solfvin (now with
the graduate parapsychology program
at John F. Kennedy University in San
Francisco), Keith Harary and Boyce
Batey, a Connecticut resident affiliated
with the Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship.
During the investigation the Goodins
vehemently denied any hoax and insisted
that Marcy had nothing to do with any
of the events.

These investigators approached the
situation in a hard-nosed scientific
fashion. They administered a number of
psychological tests to Mr. and Mrs.
Goodin and conducted extensive inter-
views with witnesses, including me. All
paranormal phenomena apparently

theeased while the Duke people were in the
house; they saw nothing unusual.

In the end even these investigators
threw up their hands over the incon-
sistency of reports by witnesses, highly
charged emotions on the part of the
family and no definite results from tests
for psychokinesis. Dr. Solfvin wrote me
recently, *“The case was never published
by us for a variety of reasons. In fact,
we never even wrote an ‘in-house’ report
on it.”

Late in January the Goodins were
persuaded to appear on a local radio
show, where they denied the hoax
allegation and reports that Marcy was
undergoing psychiatric treatment. They
also said that paranormal events con-
tinued in the house.
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Not long afterward, in early February,

a“*For Sale” sign appeared in front of
the house on Lindley Street. It took

awhile but finally the place was sold and
the Goodins vanished from the public
eye. So far as | have been able to
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determine, nothing paranormal has
happened at the address since the
Goodins left. How or when they got rid
of their poltergeist, or if they ever
did, are questions someone else will
have to answer.

1ST ES N1CHT EIN WUNDER?

RITING FOR Knight-Ridder
Newspapers, Roddy Ray reports

the school that Saturday and opened the
letter. It read:

that Eric Hafner, an eight-year-old “Dear Eric:

third-grader at St. Mary's Catholic
School in Westphalia, Mich., released
a white helium-filled balloon ol
October 5, 1984. His 249 schoolmates
did the same, as part of a publicity
program for the parish in the town
which is about 30 miles northwest of
Lansing. As they all did, Eric attached
to his balloon a slip of paper about one
by three inches bearing the school’s
address and a request that the finder
write. Eric included his name and his
schoolroom number.

The next Friday two students received
responses—one from Detroit and
another from Pennsylvania. The day
after that, Hafner’s mother Alice was
sorting mail in the village post office
where she works part-time. She came
to a business-size envelope addressed to
St. Mary’s which also had Eric’s name
on it. Legally she couldn't take the letter
to Eric because it was addressed to the
school. So Eric and his parents went to

“We have found your balloon in
a small town near Dortmund in
Germany . ..."

It was signed by Christian Lamp-
mann, a 20-year-old youth who works
at his father’s lumberyard in a village
named Halver. Lampmann said he
found the balloon on October 7. That's
only two days after Eric sent it and
Halver is about 4000 miles from

Westphalia.
Elissa Greenburg, pastoral minister
for St. Mary’s School, called the

National Weather Service in Lansing
and learned that a 30,000-foot-high jet
stream was flowing at an unusually fast
120 miles an hour October 5 to 7.

Soon Eric had another communica-
tion from Lampmann, a postcard
reading: "1stes nicht ein Wunder dass
der Wind schneller istals ein Luftpost-
brief?" Which means, “Isn't it a
wonder that the wind s faster than an
airmail letter?”

THE OLD BANANA TRICK
OREEN Nowlan of Uxbridge, Mass., met a car dealer’s terms: she paid for
Da 1975 Peugeot with 999 bananas. Jim Peltekis, owner of King Ford in Milford,
had said in a radio commercial that he would take fruit as payment. So Nowlan
unloaded the fruit September 17, 1984, and drove her car home.



Fear, panic, stress-

how are these human emotions tied to paranormal experiences?

By Victoria Branden

OMETIME in the late 1950°s, when
the drug culture was just starting to

apparently related fields, we were
startled at the correspondences. From
both drug research and paranormal
research came reports of apparitions

emerge in Western society, a biochemiseand doppelgangers, of UFOs and extra-

friend remarked to me on the similarity
of drug-induced hallucinations to occult
phenomena.

““I've got a hunch,” he said, “’that the
supernatural can all be explained by
chemistry.”

Since he never pursued his hunch, I'm
not sure how serious he was. | wasn’t
overly enthusiastic about his diagnosis,
having had some odd experiences which
I didn’t know how to explain; in any
case, | didn’t care to be classified with
drug addicts.

He had been interested in the effects
on the brain of hallucinogenic drugs,
while | had been exploring psychical
research. When | described the strange
episode | had undergone (an out-of-
body experience), he asked what kind
of drug 1'd been taking. None—for me
the stimulus was fear; | had been
involved in a nearly fatal accident. That
should have given us a clue but in the
1050's much less was known about
brain chemistry.

When we compared notes on these

terrestrial encounters. Both camps had
heard disembodied voices and suffered
possession which they believed to be
caused by invasion of their bodies by
some supernatural entity. Both had
reported psychokinetic phenomena
which they attributed to evil spirits,
specifically poltergeists. They also
described religious and visionary
experiences and an all encompassing
sense of cosmic unity.

Since those days we have learned a
good deal about body chemistry and the
functioning of the brain. There seems
to be fairly good evidence that the
ghost-seers and the astral travelers may
indeed be *‘on drugs™ even though they
have never tried LSD or other hallucino-
gens. The drugs are produced naturally
in and by our bodies. An article in
Psychology Today (October 1983)
points out that the two basic types of
chemical compounds (variations of
indole and phenylethylamine), which
are present in nearly all hallucinogens,
are also found in the molecules that
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occur naturally in the neurotransmitters
of the brain:

The article, written by Harvey Milk-
man and Stanley Sunderwirth, notes
that “‘dopamine and norepinephrine
have the basic phenylethylamine struc-
ture, whereas serotonin has the indole
structure. The fantasy aspects of some
artistic and spiritual activities may
convert the brain's own indole or
phenylethylamine compounds into hal-
lucinogenic variations of the chemicals.

So why aren’t we seeing things and
taking out-of-body excursions all the
time? Why does it happen to some of
us and not to others?

As I've remarked, my OBE occurred
when 1 was terribly frightened. Every
serious student of psychical research
must be struck, in reading case histories,
by the relationship between crisis states
and such phenomena as apparition-
seeing, telepathy, PK and precognition
—the whole gamut of paranormal
encounters. There is an overwhelming
association with death, accidents,
disasters and severe emotional stress.

The physical phenomena of the
fight/flight syndrome will be familiar to
most readers. In a crisis the body does
extraordinary things, as noted long ago
by W. B. Cannon in his 1929 book
Bodily Changes in Pain, Hunger, Fear
and Rage: “*. . the adrenalin set
free in pain and in fear and rage would
put the muscles of the body unquali-
fiedly at the disposal of the nervous
system; and this provision,
along with energy-supplying sugar
newly flushed into the circulation,
would give to the animal . . . the best
possible conditions for putting forth
supreme muscular effort.”

That is, when we are in a state of
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emotional tension so that the fight/
flight response is evoked, we are effec-
tively “on drugs™ even though they are
homegrown ones, produced in our own
bodies. We are able to perform feats
that are ordinarily impossible.

If the body is thus energized, the
mind must be affected as well so that
it can perform in an extraordinary
manner. In such circumstances we find
spontaneous ESP occurring: telepathy,
clairvoyance and precognition.

In The Mind-Body Effect (1979)
Herbert Benson makes this significant
point: *“The fight or flight response is
characterized by increased activity ofthe
sympathetic nervous system, that is, by
increased secretion of epinephrine
(adrenaline) and norepinephrine (nor-
adrenaline). On the other hand, the
relaxation response is associated with
decreased activity of this system.”

Passive states like meditation are the
opposite side of the coin of the fight/
flight syndrome. Induced by quiet,
relaxation and the reduction oftensions,
they are characterized by the secretion
of endorphins and enkephalins, natural
painkillers whose chemical structure
is similar to that of morphine. Such
states often lead to actual healings of
the psychogenic illnesses caused by
emotional stress.

The effects of the fight/flight syn-
drome and its changes in body chemistry
are well illustrated in the *crisis ap-
parition,” the very name of which
indicates its close relationship to fear,
danger or anger. Ghosts have been the
staple commodity of supernatural belief
and people have been seeing them since
time immemorial. The crisis apparition
was so dubbed over 100 years ago, when
its association with fear or danger was
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noted. A typical example, of which
thousands have been recorded, is that
of the wife or mother of a soldier who
sees husband or son standing before her,
in so lifelike a form that she frequently
believes he is really there. When he
disappears, she is usually stricken with
fear that he has been killed and his spirit
has come to tell her so.

Once again, the operative factor is the
high emotional tension in the originator
of the image. Since the imminence of
death must produce a peak of emotional
tension, many of the crisis apparitions
recorded have been of people who
were later discovered to have died at
that time.

HY CAN'T WE just accept that
they are, indeed, spirits?

Nearly a century ago the Society for
Psychical Research sent out a question-
naire on this subject and received
thousands of reports of apparition-
seeing, in many of which the *“‘ghost”
was that of a living person. The results
of the survey, published in the classic
book Phantasms of the Living (1886),
should have gone a long way toward
discrediting the discamate-spirit theory
of ghosts. But it made little impression
on the public and the association
between fear, danger, the fight/flight
syndrome and the supernatural, although
it was occasionally remarked upon, was
not formulated into a comprehensive
theory or (so far as | know) made the
basis of experimental work.

The fact that the wife/mother who
sees the apparition is somehow in-
formed of the crisis endangering her
husband/son forces us to consider the
possibility that some kind of telepathic
awareness has occurred and that it

is associated with the fight/flight
syndrome. The originator ofthe infor-
mation is in a state ofextreme emotional
and physical stress, often in acute
danger, so that his whole system is
““psyched up” and energized by adren-
aline. He is not intentionally sending a
message; he is probably too busy trying
to survive the emergency. But somehow
the stressful condition communicates
itself to a person with whom he is in
close emotional rapport. Something
resonates between the two minds,
regardless of distance.

The impressions of his danger may be
received in various ways—sometimes, as
noted, by an apparition; sometimes by
a voice; sometimes in a dream; or
occasionally as a PK effect, like a
picture falling or a clock stopping.
These phenomena are produced by the
message’s recipient who has received the
“information” at some unconscious
level; the whole process is an uncon-
scious one. G.N.M. Tyrrell, in his
famous book Apparitions (1953),
suggests that the unconscious mind uses
the phenomena as a mechanism to
transfer the information to the con-
scious mind.

For an illustration of telepathy and
its association with the fight/flight
syndrome, here is a story told me by
a student, Joanne, and verified by
her family.

Joanne’s older sister, who was en-
gaged to a young man in Australia, was
spending the weekend with friends when
a cablegram from the fiance was phoned
to the home, asking if everything was
all right and to please communicate.
Shortly afterward they heard from the
elder sister’s hostess that the girl had
been in an accident, had totally wrecked
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her car and, although not seriously hurt,
was badly shaken up and not fit to
return home.

The fiance in Australia had been
lounging in front of the television and
had not received any “‘message” or
image but had been overcome by an
overwhelming sense of foreboding, so
strong that he had been absolutely
obliged to send the cable.

One of the classic cases was told to
J. B. Rhine by a professor in graduate
school. It illustrates strikingly the
workings of telepathy:

Our family was awakened late one night
by a neighbor who wanted to borrow a horse
and buggy to drive nine miles to a neigh-
boring village. The man said, apologetically,
that his wife had been wakened by a horrible
dream about her brother who lived in that
village. It had so disturbed her that she
insisted that he drive over .
seen this brother return home,
to the bam, unharness the animals and then
go up in the hayloft and shoot himself
with a pistol .. .. No reassurance could
persuade her that it was only a nightmare.
My father lent them a buggy (it was before
the age of telephones) and they drove to her
brother’s house. There they found his wife
still awaiting her husband’s return, unaware
ofanydisaster . ... Theywenttothe bam
and found the horses unharnessed. They
climbed to the hayloft and there was the body
in the spot the sister had described from her
dream It seemed as though she
had dreamed every detail with photographic
exactness.

Whether one sees an apparition, has
adream or simply experiences a power-
ful feeling of anxiety probably depends
on circumstances and on the individual’s
constititution.

All apparitions are not dependent
on telepathic cues. Some seem to be
constructed of images stored in our
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memories and produced by chemical
interference. Let me tell you about my
motorcyclist.

Late one December night, returning
from a tiring journey, | began to realize
that | was driving badly—wandering on
the road, nearly missing turns. In the
backseat my dog was whimpering as if
in distress and as | pulled off the road
to let him out, a man on a motorcycle
appeared in the headlights—not riding
but standing astride his parked bike,
glaring at me with vicious hostility.

“I'm going to be murdered,” I
thought. But almost before the thought
could register, the motorcyclist had
vanished. He had not driven away; he
had dematerialized. This was fairly
scary but not as bad as a real murder-
bent biker. The dog and | lurched out
of the car and both of us were violently
sick. When | got back into the car, |
realized why: it was full of fumes. |
hadn’t noticed them until | came back
from the fresh air. At the beginning of
the trip 1 had bought a tin of starter-
spray. Its cap was defective and the
fumes had been leaking and poisoning
us. The phantom cyclist, then, had been
afalse creation of my fumes-oppressed
brain, as Macbeth might have diagnosed
it had he been with us.

Why a biker? I think he came orig-
inally from a film my son and 1 watched
one night on television. | thought the
bikers were vicious, destructive, repul-
sive and stupid; my son thought they
were godlike. | can't consciously re-
member the hairy monster | saw on the
road in the film but | suspect that my
mind picked up that particular image as
a symbol of what | saw as a horrible
threat. The biker-hero became a symbol
of the dissidence in our family over the
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internal-combustion engine.

I was also not very happy about
stopping on a lonely road, late at night,
with no protection but a sick dog. No
doubt the fight/flight chemistry, com-
bined with the fuddling effect of the
starter-spray, created the conditions for
hallucinating and the biker was selected
from my memory to symbolize my fear.

Similarly, out-of-body experiences
frequently occur when patients are
anesthetized. They are also reported by
survivors of accidents.

Over and over again we are con-
fronted by the association: fear, danger,
anger and the so-called supernatural.
Consider the poltergeist, long believed
to be a noisy spirit which troubled
householders. We now know that
poltergeist outbreaks occur when there
is an individual in an acutely disturbed
state which he is unable to articulate or
understand. The repressed anger and
fear seem to generate bursts of energy
which produce the noises, the levitating
crockery and so on.

Multiple-personality psychoses which

in the past were attributed to possession
by evil spirits have much the same
source as the poltergeist phenomenon:
hysterical dissociation of part of the
psyche in which severe conflicts are
repressed. A good climate for producing
both poltergeists and possession is a
home with a stepparent whom the child
fears aiid hates and who may torture
and brutalize the child.

Psychokinetic effects have been
produced under experimental conditions
so there is no doubt that their origin
is human, not supernatural. The
experimentally-produced effects are
much milder than the spontaneous ones
because it is impossible to reproduce
in laboratory conditions the violent
emotions that create the spontaneous
manifestations.

I have done no more than skim the
surface of this enormous area. But
the relationship between the chemistry
of the fight/flight syndrome and
“supernatural” phenomena seems
inescapable—and worth serious study in
a variety of disciplines.

WITCHCRAFT WON'T WORK

N NAIROBI, Kenya, police arrested
two officials of the Mwangeka soccer

looking feathers near the goal of
the opposing club. Civil Servants of

team in October 1984 for using bird Wundanyi.

feathers and other “witchcraft para-
phernalia” to put a curse on the
opposition team’s goalkeeper.

The Kenyan News Agency reported
that the incident took place during a
district league game in the village of
Wundanyi in western Kenya. Early in
the game two unnamed officials threw
ash mixed with soil and mysterious-

Aleague official warned them against
the practice but when the second half
began, the officials did the same thing
at the opposite end of the field. They
were apprehended by police and jailed

Mwangeka won anyway but the
result was nullified by the Kenya Foot-
ball Federation which ordered that the
game be replayed.



When you look into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what do you see? A point
oflight on which to meditate? Psychic images? Or do you seek a self-hypnotic experience,
a light trance state, a transcendental insight?

F.W. H. MYERS, the famed psychic researcher,

“Few phenomena are more fantastic than true
crystal vision. Perhaps one man or woman in 20
will experience it. The vision often begins with a
milky clouding of the ball, coming at the beginning
of a series of pictures. .

High-quality balls in 4-inch, 3-inch, 2'A-inch,
and 2-inch sizes are now in stock for immediate

A AtS1695this 2-nch ball with square-based stand
of crystablaar Aciyle represents an outstanding
value tor the new sfudent.

8 For $21.95 this impressive 2to-inch ball with
square-based stand will effectively meet average re-
Quirements and" provide ‘beauty' with- pride. of
dwnership:

C_This 3-nch bail at $36.95is siitable for amost all
oceult work and combines impressive size with
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delivery from the Venture Bookshop. Each ball is
the Finest now available anywhere ai any price!

These optical Acrylic Plexiglas balls are the result
of years of searching for a method of manufactur-
ing high-quality balls, and we believe the

exactly what is needed by the occult student, Order
the ball that best meets your needs and begin your
adventures in the age-old science of Visualization

outstanding quality at this price. Cylindrical stand
included.

D The d-inch ball at $99.95 is one of the largest and
finest crystal alls available in the world today  Itis
unconditional’y guaranteed

Please add postage handling; Balls A, B, C. $L50U.S,
$2.50 Foreign: Ball D. 53,50 US.. $6.00 Foreign. Each Ball
cornes with sculpted stand and authentic instructions.
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VELIKOVSKY IN RETROSPECT
VIRTUALLY every specific point
*—'something could be found pro and
something con, and the arguments either
became highly technical or veered off into
generalities. Neither critics nor supporters
would admit to error, so that there was no
way for the casual observer to decide whether
one side was getting the better of the other.”

All noncombatants in the war between
Immanuel Velikovsky's supporters and his
critics will know exactly what Henry H
Bauer, who wrote these words, is referring
to. And those of us who have hoped that one
day a sensible, informed outside observer
would come along to analyze the controversy
and explain it to the rest of us can rejoice in
the appearance of Bauer's Beyond
Velikovsky (University of lllinois Press,
Urbana, IIl., 1984, 354 pages, $21.95)
No better book has been written on the
Velikovsky affair.

As many Fate readers know, Velikovsky
(who died in 1979) sparked a fire storm of
controversy when in 1950, in a book entitled
Worlds in Collision, he proposed a radical
theory which held that in the Second Millen-
nium B.C. a comet was expelled from
Jupiter, roamed the solar system and passed
near the earth at 52-year intervals, causing
enormous devastation. During its passage
through the heavens the comet changed the
orbit of Mars, causing it too to approach the
earth. As this was happening, the sun pulled
the comet into a planetary orbit and the
comet became Venus.

In Velikovsky's view cosmic collisions are
“implicit in the dynamics of the universe.”
He contended that his theories explained not
only the origin of Venus but the surface

*4

97

features of the earth. Mars and the moon,
the extinction of species, the building of
mountains, the great migrations of peoples
in the 15th and Eighth Centuries B.C. and
the belief that Jews are the chosen people.

These ideas (on which Velikovsky would
elaborate in subsequent works) flew in the
face of a wide body of accepted knowledge
in such well-established disciplines as physics,
astronomy, chemistry and ancient history.
Yet Velikovsky was neither a scientist nor a
historian; he was a psychoanalyst. He was,
however, extraordinarily well-read and
erudite. To lay readers and even to a
few specialists, his arguments seemed
convincingly—indeed overwhelmingly-
documented. Even before Macmillan, his
original publisher, released Worlds in
Collision, some observers were calling
Velikovsky an intellectual titan to be ranked
in the company of Newton, Darwin and
Einstein.

But to a number of prominent scientists
Velikovsky was a crank, possibly even a
charlatan, whose ideas were not just wrong
but dangerous. Not satisfied simply to attack
him in print, some went so far as to threaten
Macmillan with an economic boycott; to
punish it for publishing Worlds, they would
refuse to buy its textbooks. Macmillan
responded by ceasing publication of Veli-
kovsky's book (even though it was a best-
seller) and by firing the editor who had
handied the project. (The book was immedi-
ately republished by Doubleday, which had
no textbook division and so was not
susceptible to economic blackmail.) Mean-
while, after he prepared a show based on
Velikovsky's theories, Hayden Planetarium
head Gordon Atwater was fired on 15
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minutes' notice; a subsequent **blacklist”
effectively ended his career in science
education.

The vendetta did not end in 1950. In the
years to come Velikovsky and his followers
were subjected to criticism that was often
vicious and unfair and they were repeatedly
denied public forums in which they could
state their case. The “*Velikovsky affair,” as
it is called, echoes through 35 years.

On the surface at least, this seems a clear-
cut matter of a lonely, brilliant heretic being
victimized by the monstrous intolerance of
adogmatic scientific establishment. Itis hard
not to sympathize with Velikovsky, even if
one finds his ideas unconvincing. Indeed
anyone who believes in the integrity of
science—or for that matter in the sanctity of
free expression—can take no comfort from
this sorry episode.

Ironically, much of the reason Velikovsky
is remembered, unlike other exotic theorists
(known to the uncharitable as “cranks™), has
to do with the ferocious excesses of his critics.
Butas Dr. Bauer, dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences at Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University, remarks, ““That the

Zip



NUMEROLOGIST PREDICTS
$25,000.00 LOTTERY WINNER

State sponsored lotteries and
daily numbers games are helping
{gmake Numerolagy and Nurrer-

e gifted NumemlcglsL Gela
from Upstate New Yorl
helpmg people from arl overlhe
world discover their own
NUMBERSand punheawesome
owerof Numerology towork fo
hemselves. Some of these Lucky
peaple are winnin |housands
ang thousands o ol

Gela predicted for Laverne came
out in the Canadian Lottery and
Daverne won $25,000,00° She

Dear Gela
1 used the Lucky Numbers that
1 received trom you and I've been
abig winner in the Wintano Lot-
teryTor $25,000.00 dollars Anda
tewweeks Jater | was atthe Horse
Races and played a trfecta and
won $575.00 0n a $200 bet |
owe allthe thanks to you Gela t
Thanks again. _ Laverne Wedow
Hanover, Ontario
Youcouldalso bea BigWinner
in e Lotery ifyau ut Gelas
UCKY NUMBERS to work lor
yoursel, These LUCKY NUM-
£RS can also be used tn Dail
Numbers Games. Horse and O
Raclnq Keno. Jai Alai, and man!
other Torms of gambling. In fac
June Aldinger used her LUCKY
NUMBERS to win $10,000.00 in
the Pick Four Numbers Game

March 17. | received m,
LUCKVNUMBERS inthe malan
on Apnl a. | played my Lucky 4
St uper ey 5208 an v
ST0.000.00. Thank you S0 much
for sending my LUCKY NUM-

June Aldinger

Norristown, PA

And of course. Laverne and

June_aren' the only ones win-

fing atotof money using LUCKY

ela pvedlcted

et Hertsa arai

e e e et i
that Gela has received.

DOUBLE YOUR m
MONEY BACK 1
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attacks on Velikovsky were made emotion-
ally and in an ‘unscientific’ manner consti-
tutes a case against some of his critics, not
a case for Velikovsky.”

Inhis review of the controversy Bauer does
not spare the critics, of whom he writes,
“They ‘argued’ dogmatically, ex cathedra,
by analogy, ad hominem, with ridicule, in
most every other way than by calm, compre-
hensive discussion of the relevant points.”
Yet he concludes that in the end ““there was
nothing unfair, no injustice, in the complete
dismissal of Velikovsky's ideas by scientists,
even after only quite cursory acquaintance
with them.”

Bauer arrives at this conclusion after a
detailed reassessment of the issues, based in
part on his reading of Velikovsky's 1946
monograph Cosmos Without Gravitation
which “reveals Velikovsky to be ignorant of
some of the most elementary ideas and
approaches in physics and chemistry.” Yet
its ideas were incorporated into Velikovsky's
later, better-known works. Bauer also
documents Velikovsky’s misuse of his source
materials, his failure to grasp the rudiments
of scientific methodology and his unjustified
rejection of well-established knowledge.

Most interestingly to me, Bauer also argues
that Velikovsky was no hero and was not
even a particularly admirable man. In doing
so, he carefully disclaims *“any intention to
insult or derogate Velikovsky the man,” only
““to show that various aspects of the affair
reveal [him] to have characteristicsthat might
well make one hesitant to take his work
seriously, even without a detailed examina-
tion of the technical issues involved.”

He shows that Velikovsky “projected an
overwhelming sense of self-importance,”
portraying himself as a giant figure in
intellectual history, boasting that he was
never wrong even about minor matters,
tolerating no_dissent even from his sym-
pathizers, seeing all criticism as evidence of
aconspiracy against truth to which he alone
was privy. These characteristics, Bauer
writes, “‘are consistent with the notion
of ‘crank. ™

Thisjudgment is harsh but Bauer's method
of argument is o eminently restrained and
civilized (restraint and civility heretofore
having been largely absent from the writings
of Velikovsky's critics) that even Velikovsky's
supporters are unlikely to take offense. (In
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fact, ina quote printed on the
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c.
Leroy EUenberger, one of Velikovsky’s ablest
defenders, praises the book for its faimess
and balance.)

Beyond Velikovsky should serve as a
model for critical writing on controversial
claims at the borders of science. It is a
welcome relief from the tedious bluster of the
Martin Gardners and the Isaac Asimovs of
the world—the sorts of critics whose extreme
responses afforded Velikovsky's theories a
credibility they did not deserve. Bauer wryly
notes the case of G. K. Chesterton who was
converted to Christianity after reading
atheists’ denunciations and deciding that
anything attacked so emotionally for so many
contradictory reasons must have something
toit.

The decency of Bauer’s approach is best
exemplified, | think, in_his advice to all
participants in the ongoing debates about
anomalous claims: “Let us by all means
criticize as foolish those notions that seem
to us foolish but, no matter whether we like
a particular individual or not, let us distin-
guish between the person and the ideas.
Foolish ideas do not make a fool—if they
did, we could all rightly be called fools.”

PSI AND SCIENCE
NOTHER BOOK reviewing an on-
going scientific controversy is James

y p has failed to achieve
scientific legitimacy.

While Bauer's book is written in clear,
lively prose, McClenon's reads like a barely-
rewritten Ph.D. thesis. It is not a book for
the casually interested. Even those who are
more than casually interested in its subject
may be put off by McClenon's lifeless
manner of arguing his case.

But Deviant Science justifies whatever
effort it takes to read it. Its author has much
to say about why mainstream science still
rejects parapsychology, how parapsycholo-
gists and their critics interact and how
science’s hostility has affected psi researchers.
In common with other sociologists of science
who have examined the issue (see, for
example, Collins and Pinch’s Frames of
Meaning, reviewed in November 1982
Fate), McClenon argues that science’s
negative assessment of parapsychology is
based less in rational analysis (which
McClenon believes would show that there is
credible evidence for psi and that para-
psychologists are good scientists) than in
science’s metaphysical, ideological and
organizational needs.

McClenon writes that skeptical critics see
to it that no evidence for psi will ever be
acceptable. ““Parapsychology’s struggle with
its critics,” he says, **precludes the possibility
of a ‘perfect’ experiment proving the exis-

'McClenon’s Deviant Science (University ofence of psi, since in principle it is always

Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, Pa., 1984,
282 pages, $14.95, McClenon,

possible to require a further degree of

writing from the point of view of a sociolo-
gist of science, is concerned with the question

r precaution. Mett
advances in research oriented toward pro-
ducing proofs merely evoke new rhetorical
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strategies for critics to use in rejecting any
particular parapsychological study.”

A good point. If you feel you can make
it through nearly 300 pages of that kind of
prose, you will find Deviant Science well
worth your time.

OTHER REVIEWS

MANY HAPPY RETURNS by W. H.
Church, Harper & Row, Publishers, San
Francisco, Calif., 1984, 240 pages,
$14.95

Most books on pastlife memories and
reincarnation are extraordinarily naive. Not
only is transmigration (or metempsychosis)
a complex philosophical issue, it cannot be
adequately explained unless there is strong
empirical evidence to support it. When such
data are lacking, as is usually the case, rein-
carnation turns from being a hypothesis for
scientific study to a religious belief to be
wholly accepted or rejected. The result is a
plethora of gullible accounts of individuals
who recount their past lives. But almost none
of these *‘remembrances” can be proven
authentic because more plausible psycholog-
ical explanations are not hard to find. (See
D. Scott Rogo’s “*Adventures in Make-
Believe?", December 1982 Fate.)

Many Happy Returns is a classic example
of excessive naivete. Although W. H. Church
should be congratulated for his painstaking
work in collating the material on Edgar
Cayce's pastiife readings (the book is sub-
titled “The Lives of Edgar Cayce™), his book
is simply unbelievable. Nor is it scientifically
reliable; the author confesses to having
“added" to and “developed” the readings.
It is not even interesting.

What we have is a series of stories
concerning Cayce's previous incarnations in
Egypt, Troy, Greece and other places. But
through each successive ““life” the reader,
instead of becoming convinced of the read-
ings’ accuracy, becomes wearily suspicious.
Is it really reasonable to believe that Cayce
was Pythagoras in a previous existence just
because there happen to be certain similari-
ties between the two lives?

Reincarnation studies, for the most part,
lack a strong critical edge. The principle of
“Occam’s razor” (the scientific-philosophical
rule that requires that the simplest of com-
peting theories be preferred to the more
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complex or that explanations of unknown
phenomena be sought first in terms of known
quantities) should be applied whenever
possible in past-life regressions. If not, we
end up with narratives like Cayce’s which at
best are unprovable and at worst highly
misleading.

There may indeed be some truth to the
concept of transmigration. But Many Happy
Returns only glosses over the numerous
contradictions in Cayce's pastlife readings
in order to convince the reader that reincar-
nation is viable. Moreover, Cayce’s concept
of metempsychosis is convoluted, typical of
a Western Theosophical influence, where
indian philosophy gets  inappropriately
connected with Christian eschatology.

For instance, in Chapter 16 Church tries
to argue for the Second Coming of Christ
based on Cayce's trance readings predicting
his future birth. But this link entirely mis-
understands the Eastern notion of successive
lives. A devout Hindu mystic does not want
to fulfill the world, he wants to transcend it.
Reincarnation in Eastern philosophy is a
curse where one is locked in a karmic wheel
of birth and rebirth, action and reaction.
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The title of Church’s book itself exem-
plifies the very thing religious Hindus,
Buddhists and” Sikhs fear. Rather than
wishing “Many Happy Returns” to Edgar
Cayce, in the Orient one would wish him “no
more returns.” As for the reader, unless he
has anavid interestin Cayce, the only happy
return is at the refund counter.—David
Christopher Lane.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES by Stan
Barker, Llewellyn Publications, St. Paul,
Minn., 1984, 303 pages, $12.95, paper-
back.

Astrological speculations about Neptune
began with the planet’s discovery in 1846
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Astrologers, unabashed at not having noted
that planet's existence or influence till then,
ever since have been trying to fit the
newcomer into their traditional scheme of
things. The influence of such remote planets,
sogoes the cant, is profound but slow, subtle
and easily missed amid the inner-planet hurly-
burly. (The astrologers are still working on
Pluto t0o.)

Together with most of his colleagues,
astrologer Stan Barker, author of The Signs
ofthe Times, asserts that Neptune's influence
is upon the undercurrents of our popular
culture. During the Vietnam era, for instance,
when Neptune was in Scorpio, the temper of
our times was Scorpionic. Today’s neocon-
servative mood is quite in keeping with
the fact that Neptune, which changes signs
about every 14 years, has just moved into
Capricorn.

Back in the 1960's, my Bohemian period,
we street people had it all abit different. We
were flower children, we supposed, because
of our natal Neptune-placements in Libra.
We pondered long in those days on the likely
destinies of the ““Nept-in-Scorp” generation
just then coming up hard on our heels and
of the ““Nept-in-Sadges” beginning to be
born, often as not out of wedlock, among
us. Now comes Barker, giving the same
question his best shot in prose which, if not
stylish, is certainly lucid and intelligent. Itis
also frequently undisciplined and at times
downright crack-brained.

Barker is passionately in love both with
astrology and with America's cultural
history. Any writer who can cogently assess,
in a book about astrology, the impact on our
national consciousness of the colonial
invasion of Louisbourg, Nova Scotia, or the
impact of paddle wheel steamboats on
Victorian architecture has obviously done his
homework. At the same time we can only
smile when we read that the emergence of
the ““bull market,” the **John Bull” stereo-
typical Englishman and Bull Durham tobacco
are phenomena only to be expected with
Neptune’s transit of Taurus.

Barker's favorite form ofargument is false
analogy; teleologists and paranoids every-
where will love this book. Yet, strangely
enough, I—who consider myself neither-
liked this book and the author too, when all
was said and done. Be he right or wrong in
his flights of fancy, Stan Barker is an
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imaginative, original writer. The Signs of
the Times, a big and ambitious book, is
calculated to make its readers think.—
Garman Lord.

THE DISCOVERY OF KING ARTHUR by
Geoffrey Ashe, Anchor Press/Double-
day, Garden City, N.Y., 1985,226 pages,

In The Discovery of King Arthur the
distinguished British historian Geoffrey Ashe
may have solved a centuries-old mystery.

1 will not spoil this historical *“‘whodunit”
by revealing who Ashe thinks the real Arthur
was. Suffice it to say Arthur turns out to
have been a High King of the Britons who
temporarily pushed back the Saxon invaders
in the middle years of the Fifth Century.
Moreover, he was ““Rome’s last hope in the
West ... the nearest thing to a Restitutor
in that quarter which the last agonies [of the
Roman Empire] produced.” Thus we learn
again that legends often contain more
genuine history than scholars generally
acknowledge.

Another lesson is that the blind acceptance
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of supposedly authoritative conclusions can
greatly impede the search for truth. The key
to Ashe's identification lies in an ancient
Breton manuscript. It had long been over-
looked because an eminent scholar once
declared that sources on the European conti-
nent were irrelevant. Ironically, Ashe also
discovered that an 18th-Century scholar had
correctly identified Arthur but then had
veered away from the insight because of
dating errors.

My only complaint about this excellent
book is that the price seems outrageously high
for a slim * -

FATE

the Bermuda Triangle—it shows ships and
other objects being sucked down into a
gigantic vortex—I thought,
another trashy Triangle boo
cliche goes, you can't judge a book by its
cover and this one is a lot better than
its cover.
One of a series of “Evidence for” books
edited by Hilary Evans and published in
with Britain’s 1 for
the Scientific Study of Anomalous Phenom-
ena, Triangle isn't so much a scientific
study as a reasonably careful and concise

e o
and glue. But perhaps if Ashe is right and
he has answered one of history’s great
questions—and | must say | find his case
convincing—!shouldn't be quibbling.—
Michael T. Shoemaker.

THE EVIDENCE FOR THE BERMUDA
TRIANGLE by David Group, The Aquarian
Press, Wellingborough, Northampton-
shire, England, 1984, 160 pages, $5.95,
paperback.

Looking at the cover of The Evidencefor

of the best, most interesting or
most famous of the *“mysteries” generally
associated with the Bermuda Triangle.

David Group says that, while a few of the
cases he cites are well known, most are not.
In fact, readers versed in the Triangle
literature will be familiar with most, if not
all, of the disappearances he mentions. He
provides a useful list of references to cases
he does not cover.

Group states that the cases he selected “run
the gamut from those that have completely
natural explanations to those that remain
mysterious and probably always will.” Hard-
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June 28, 28, 30, 1985
St
0. The Burden of Proof” is the theme
for the MUFON 1985 UFO Symposium at
the Chase Hotel, sponsored by the Mutual
UFO Network. For more information and
resenrations, contact elen Hanke, 4024-90th

Ave., Florissant, MO 63034. Telephone:
314/831-0413

May 24-28, 1985

Glenwood, IL
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ORGANIZATIONS

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION-ELECTRONIC
VOICE PHENO

726 Dill Road

Severna Park, MD 21146

AA-EVP is an International organization for
those interested in postmortem survival
and communication with other dimensions
through a tape recorder. You need not be
taping voices to ioin. National conference to
be held August 8-11,1985. Dues $15.00 year
includes quarterly newsletter. Indicate if you
want name on cross-country mailing list with
other AA-EVP members.

THE CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL AWARENESS
Rng E. Davis, Director
Box 7, Lake Rabun Road

Lakemont, GA 30552
World headquarters of the Center for Spiritual
Awareness (CSA) is a 10-acre_meditation
retreat in northeast Georgia. CSA offers
programs of instruction on such subjects as

yoga, meditation, higher consciousness and
spiritual_development. Its literature depart-
ment, CSA Press, publishes books on these
and other topics. CSA also publishes the
magazine Truth Journal, a free copy of which
is available upon request.
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gain control of the Cosmic Creative Force.
Conducts the Mentalphysics Retreat with
practice of body revitalization methods. Free
information.

Eartyne & Robert Chaney, Directors, P.O.
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Founded 21 years ago by leaders in the human
potential movement, the Association for
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fields. It issues amonthly publication, "AHP
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core Triangle buffs may be disappointed
because Group does not lean heavily toward
paranormal or bizarre explanations. For
example, in the discussion of the *“mystery”
of Flight 19, the longest single case in the
book. Group appears to accept completely
Larry Kusche’s well-researched and com-
pletely natural explanation for the tragedy
(see Kusche's The Disappearance of Flight
19 [1980]). No UFOs, no mysterious
magnetic forces, just pilot error and ground-
station confusion.

In addition to the disappearances Group
has a chapter called “The Witnesses" which
gives accounts of a variety ofodd phenomena
that have been sighted in or been associated
in some other way with the Bermuda Triangle
area. These include masses of bubbling water,
eerie and unexplained fogs, sudden losses of
power aboard ships and the like. These cases
are less well known and provide more
interesting reading than the well-worn
accounts of disappearances.

In his *“Personal Assessment™ the author
states cautiously but firmly that he is
unimpressed by the “evidence for” the
Triangle because most of the disappearances
are not really mysterious and a lot of them
took place outside the Triangle area anyway.

But he does try to salvage a mystery from
amid all the mundane explanations. “What
a study of the Bermuda Triangle incidents
indicates,” he writes, “is that the special
circumstances of the Triangle region—the
very heavy traffic, the unique environmental
factors, the meteorological conditions
pertaining to those latitudes—combine to
provide a setting which is particularly
favorable to the occurrence of anomalous
incidents, but more importantly it indicates
that there are certain forces ofthe earth that
can distort, or even supersede, our concep-
tion of reality as perceived by our senses.”

Unfortunately Group’s book supports that
conclusion only to the extent that it shows
people make mistakes for a variety of
reasons, some not fully understood. That's
not a terribly exciting conclusion.

still, if you feel you need another Bermuda
Triangle book, this one isn’t bad.—Daniel
Cohen
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OTHER PERSPECTIVES

Several questions must be raised if we are
to keep Alvin Lawson's interesting theory
that UFO abductions are relived birth
memories in perspective (““UFO Abductions
or Birth Memories?”", March 1985 Fate).

(1) By his count, only about a third of
the humanoids in abduction accounts are
described as resembling a human fetus or
embryo. On the assumption that the other
two-thirds look more like adults, why do
some people imagine their abductors looking
like their former obstetricians and some as
their former fetal selves? How did the latter
group know what their fetal selves looked like
when the memory was formed?

(2) In cases where more than one person
experiences essentially the same abduction at
the same time (e.g., entire families), what are
the odds that several people would choose
the exact same moment to relive the memory
of birth?

(3) What is the explanation for physical
evidence of abductions—burns and welts on
the body and landing traces on the ground?

Like other theories put forward to explain
UFO abductions, Professor Lawson’s may
well account for some—but certainly_not
all—of these intriguing events.—Philip Rife,
Lancaster, Pa.

The Author Replies:

Philip Rife and others who object to the
birth-trauma  hypothesis (BTH) should
remember that the theory is valuable for what
it does explain; it cannot be invalidated by

what it does not explain. To respond to
Rife’s questions:

(1) Why abductees describe particular types
of entities is unknown. 1 have elsewhere
described the six classes of beings reported
in CE-llls: human, humanoid, animal,
robot, exotic and apparitional. Fetal hu-
manoids are the most numerous single class
and there would be more of these if abduc-
tion cases were more completely investigated.
Fetal creatures appear in cultural traditions
worldwide—cherubim, imps and elves, for
example. Thus abductees’ fetal entities are
not_unique. Psychiatrist Stanislav GroFs
work suggests that each entity type is asso-
ciated with a particular set of prenatal
emotional situations which later are given
distinct entity form—human, animal, etc. |
can buy that. As 1 pointed out in my article,
infants are born with the ability to mimic
adult behavior (sticking out tongue, moving
arms and hands) for which a strong body
image is essential. Fetuses spend six to eight
months touching and feeling their bodies;
they know their form at birth

(2) I know of no multiple-witness CE-11
in which witnesses have described the experi-
ence in “essentially the same" way. Rather,
each witness narrates a highly subjective
event. Where identical data do occur, as in
the Andreasson, Hills and Pascagoula cases,
they are either trivial or the probable result
of witness prompting. Finally, ! did not imply
that witnesses *“choose”” to relive their births.
As lindicated, Arthur Janov's work indicates
that many people have an unconscious need
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Six categories of UFO creatures come from reports of many “real” and some imag-
inary abductions. All alleged UFO aliens can be classified in one of these groups.

to relive their births. More rigorous abduc-
tion investigation methods are needed to
convince me that multiple-witness CE-I11 case
data are reliable enough for generalizing
about the abduction phenomenon. On the
other hand, we do have evidence offolie a
deux (two persons sharing a slmllar delusional
idea) and other

reports has merit. However, this theory in no
way discredits the existence of extraterrestrials
or the idea that UFO abductions take place.
What it may indicate is the extraordinary
power extraterrestrials have over the con-
scious and subconscious mind.

In anumber of UFO abduction incidents,

manifestations. Why not also birth reviiti
cations?

(3) All physical evidence in CE-lils is
ambiguous. The rare instances of physiolog-
ical aftereffects are interesting but they are
not proofofanything. As many psychiatric
studies have shown, welts, bruises and other
body marks can be induced hypnotically—
that is, by the witness' own conscious or
unconscious needs or reactions.

Until the birth-trauma hypothesis is
disproved, | will be forced to continue in my
view that abducllons are fascinating but

the had n ry of
the abduction. Only under hypnosis was e
subconscious *“memory” able to reveal
the abduction event. If extraterrestrials
have the power to block the conscious
memory, why not also the power to program
the subconscious into “‘believing” a birth
trauma fantasy which would mask the
actual event?

Extraterrestrials would also have the
intelligence to realize that such theories as
Lawson’s would be used to discount their
existence and thus they have used the

I asa

—Alvin
H. Lawsun Garden Grove, Calif.

1 believe that Alvin Lawson’s theory that
unconscious memories of birth or “birth
trauma” lie at the base of UFO abduction

along with memory
blocking.—David R. Glaser, Gretna, La.

There is more than one interpretation for
the data Professor Lawson has collected. The
strange doors that the abductees see as
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“‘whooshing open” and closing easily he
compares to the cervix opening during labor.
The ease of this operation is highly distorted
and apparently distorted by all of his respon-
dents. The cervix dilates slowly, sometimes
taking hours. Even the breech birth he cites,
although the subject’s position was correct,
was amazingly easy. If such memories are
possible, everyone would recall images of
being swallowed by a tunnel, blood and
pressure from the womb’s muscular contrac-
tions. As astudent nurse, | have been present
at three births and know that all natural-bom
people, if birth memory exists, would recall
head pressure. The bones ofthe infant's skull
are compressed to allow passage through the
vagina and the soft spot at the top of the head
closes only when the child is about a year old.
The birth images Professor Lawson de-
scribes are all adult-oriented and ring false.
The reports sound like adults imagining being
born.—Frances Haas, Manchester, Conn.

SAUCER INTELLIGENCES?

Bruce Maccabee, in his series “UFOs—
still Unexplained,” offers a potentially useful
idea in his system of three categories based
on the “‘evidence of intelligence™ shown by
the UFO. Such a three-category system—

es, no and in-bety
work in a field where the data are exact.
However . .

(1) He places UFO sightings into his system
according to his opinion of the possibility of
intelligence. His opinion seems heavily
slanted toward this possibility and does not
take into account generally-accepted findings
of nonenthusiasts.

(2) His “in-between” category he defines
as for reports that ““might” be unexplained
natural events but *“might”” be an unknown
intelligence, but he terms this category
“Probable Evidence of Intelligence.” His
third category includes reports wherein “the
probability [of intelligence] is quite high™ in
his opinion but he exaggerates by terming this
“Definite Evidence of Intelligence.”

In other words, Maccabee calls incidents
of possible intelligence “‘probable” and
incidents of probable intelligence “definite.”
What, then, would he call incidents that
reveal *“definite” proof of intelligence? No
problem. In almost 40 years not one single
generally-accepted UFO sighting has un-
covered “definite” proof of intelligence.
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Maccabee, with slippery terminology and
facile categories, thus manages to slither
around this glaring deficiency which stymies
the credibility of UFO enthusiasts.—Robert
Wanderer, San Francisco, Calif.

The Author Replies:

1 would agree with Robert Wanderer that
perhaps | have misused the words “prob-
able” and “definite” in relation to the level
of probability that a particular UFO shows
evidence of nonhuman intelligence. Perhaps
““probable” should be reserved for probabil-
ities greater than 50 percent and “definite”
for probability approaching unity.

It appears, however, that Wanderer has
confused two probabilities which are distinct:
one is the probability that nonhuman intel-
ligence is involved in unexplained UFO cases;
the other is the probability that any particular
case is actually unexplained.

As I seeiit, ifthere are any UFO cases that
are (and forever remain) unexplainable in
terms of currently accepted scientific knowl-
edge, then either the UFOs reported are
currently unknown natural (read *“unintelli-
gent”) phenomena or they are evidence of
intelligent phenomena (read *‘nonhuman
intelligence™). Itis reasonable to accept this
division of unexplainable UFOs into two
types for purposes of discussion. Given that
there is an unexplained case, then, one can
attempt to assign a probability that non-
human intelligence is involved. The tough
part, which Wanderer evidently doesn’t buy,
is to accept the idea that there is even one
UFO case that cannot be explained (what |
have defined as a TRUFO: true UFO).

Wanderer asks how 1 would designate
incidents that reveal definite proof of intel-
ligence. Then he pretends to answer that
question—but he doesn’t really (because
obviously | would say **Definite Evidence of
Intelligence™). The question Wanderer
answers is quite different: *“Is there a UFO
case which is generally accepted as proof of
intelligence?” He answers that there is *“not
a single generally-accepted” case showing
* “definite’ proof of intelligence.” This is
true, of course, because those reports that
definitely indicate nonhuman intelligence
(daylight close encounters with structured
objects, sightings Of creatures, etc.) are
not generally accepted as unexplained or
unexplainable.
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This general nonacceptance also applies to
UFOs that might be unknown natural
phenomena. It is this nonacceptance, despite
credible evidence, and not my “slippery
terminology and ' facile categories”  that
undermines the credibility of ufology.—
Bruce Maccabee, Silver Spring, Md.

PRAISE FROM CAESAR

D. Scott Rogo's report of the November
1984 annual meeting of the Committee for
Scientific Investigation of Claims of the
Paranormal (“Sitting With the Skeptics,”
March 1985 Fate) was essentially correct
and fairly presented. However, Fate readers
should know that a few of his observations
need modification.

The *conference volunteer” who button-
holed Rogo at the check-in desk was a burden
tous all. And the Bible-thumper who pressed
leaflets on all and sundry was no less a
nuisance, neither foreseen nor CSICOP-
sanctioned.

CSICOP believes that the Erich von
Daniken “mystery” is a silly horse but not
adead one, as Rogo assumes. If the reading
public were not still taking von Daniken’s
ideas seriously, his books would not be
infesting the bookshelves. Thus, Dr. Roger
Culver’s attack at the conference on the
““ancient astronaut™ notion was informative
for persons unaware of the exposures of
that hoax.

Rogo may have misunderstood Philip J.
Klass' conference call for the National
Science Foundation to organize a UFO inves-
tigative panel. Itis a sound and sensible idea.
CSICOP member Klass did not suggest—to
quote Rogo—**Matters of scientific fact can
be resolued by vote.” Sclentific facts are

by careful of
evidence and where possible by experimen-
tation. That was the intention behind Klass*
suggestion.

As for the **young pilot who complained
to Hynek that he had never seen a UFO,”
1 must agree that such a statement made no
point and served no cause. The pilot’s
comment was not made on behalf of
CSICOP

Rogo apparently expected “‘excitement’
and more than one *“fiery debate” to flavor
the conference and was disappointed when
none came. CSICOP did not intend to create
a show biz atmosphere at the expense of
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serious discussion on paranormal claims. We
regret that Rogo’s need for entertainment
went unfulfilled.

The Committee extends thanks to Dr. J.
Allen Hynek, William Roll and others who
entered “the enemy camp” at CSICOP's
invitation. By meeting our opposites in this
confrontation, we begin to understand them
better and we hope that they—and D. Scott
Rogo—begin to understand us as well.—
James Randi, Rumson, N. J.

LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP

It is sad to read a letter like that from
Edward Lopez of North Hollywood, Calif.,
who fancies himself an Archie DeBunker
(““Report from the Readers,” February 1985
Fate). He belittles Jack P. Swaney's moon
object sketches—but how can he claim they
are not to scale if he hasn't seen the objects?
Such a negative attitude just harms the effort
to bring these important discoveries to the
attention of the public.

Those of us who regularly use telescopes
and have clearly seen the moon objects many
times can tell that Lopez is not familiar with
telescopes and has not devoted any time
to looking before proclaiming Swaney's
sketches are a joke on Fate readers.

The truth is that the objects are really
there! Anyone who looks in earnest can see
them.—Felix A. Bach, Greensburg, Pa.

ROME EXONERATED

Carl E. Gustafson (“Report from the
Readers,” January 1985 Fate) disagrees
with my exoneration of Pontius Pilate for the
death of Jesus. He apparently has overlooked
Pilate’s statement concerning Jesus: 1 find
in him no fault at all.” In John 19:4 Pilate
again affirms: > - . | find no faultin him.”
These words clearly defend Jesus,

On the other hand, in John 11:50 the high
priest Caiaphas says, . Itis expedient
for us that one man should die for the people,
and that the whole nation perish not.” And
John 11:53: “Then from that day forth they
took counsel together for to put him to
death.”

All four gospels indicate that Jesus was
troublesome to the church, not to Rome. His
teachings and popularity alarmed the priests
and they decided they had to get rid of
him.—Domingo Valcarcel, New York, N. Y.

(Continued on page 126)
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HOW TO MAKE MIRACLES to get what you
want from life. Information: Fellowship, P.O. Box
35118-F6, Los Angeles, CA 90035

SUPERLUCK in 7 days. My 8 500v0rd discovery
shows you how, or refund. Any subject. $5. cash.
Free details.—Stan Newman, 2802 Langston Dr.,
Goldsboro, NC 27530

MAGIC VIDEO presents personalized lessons in
waditonal itcheraft, taot, 1 Ching, unes, itual
candle burning, perdulum and healing.  Each
subject on one hour video tape. Better than books,
shows exact moves like a private lesson in your
home, $30.95 plus 5295 shipping. Specify subject
and VHS or Beta —Magic Video, Box™ 5986-F,
Kansas City, MO 64111

PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT COURSE: Two
hour cassettes, $25.00. Free book. ““Mystic Mind"
included —Arkus House, 265 N. Frampton,
Orange, CA 02668

BE YOUR OWN MASTER. Learn Tarot, Numer-
ology, Astrology. Home study courses with
personal interest of your teacher. Wite for free
aptitude form.—Mary Patrick-Lioux, 117 Wesley.
Capitola, CA 95010 408/475-1952

ASTROLOGY SECRETS REVEALED! New
home-study course—not_monthly_*“horoscope”
commercialism.—Eternal Enterprises, Box 609138,
Sacramento, CA 95860

DIVINE SOLILOQUY: Heavenly emergence of
God's Own Self. Supreme awareness, grace and
healing. Radical, effective, comprehensive, respon-
sible, authoritative, practical, life-transforming,
and necessary. Stamp, please.—Pyramid of One,
251 NW Bailey. Hillsboro, OR 97123

LESSON COURSE teaches Gnosticism.-Michael
Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, IL 60690-1554

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings with the
““Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift Set.” Ideal for
beginners and advanced students. Includes 78-card
Tarot deck in full color, 240-page illustrated book,
and large illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card
spreads. Complete in_attractive leeve-box_for
display and storage, $15.00 plus $1.50 postage-
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249,
Highland Park, IL 60035,

E.S.P., MYSTERIOUS FORCES, and ancient psy-
chic teachings revealed for the first time by the
secret fraternal Order of Law One. The authentic
teachings of the Heirophant of the order in the
home study guides are in non-technical terms so
that even a beginner can understand. This is not
a religious sea. Write today for free informa-
tion.—Order of Law One, P.O. Box 163, Newport,
MI 48166

121



INSTRUCTION

GIVE PSYCHIC READINGS using ordinary play-
ing cards. Self-teaching booklet reveals easy code
method. Send $4.00 to New Reality Press, P.O.
Box 562, Nutley, NJ 07110

PARAPSYCHOLOGY COURSE. Certificate.
Free information.—APRF, Box 8447-F, Cala-
basas, CA 91302

MAGAZINES.

DELUXE BINDERS glveyuur copies of FATE the
appearance of bound volumes at modest cost
Binders are a leather-like brown, sturdy, with
FATE stamped in gold on cover and spine. Each
protects and organizes 12issues, Handsome dress-
ups foryourlbrary for only $6.95 each, plus 51,00
cach_postage-handing.—FATE Magazine, 500
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park. 1L 60035

READERS OF THE SETH MATERIAL (Jane
Roberts): Bimonthly nensleter Reality Change,
$3.00 sample.—Austin_ Seth Center, P.O.
8380, Austin, TX 787138380

HALLEY'S COMET 1985. Returns every 75 years.
Fact filed souvenir edition. Halley appears and
world shaking events occur. Was the Xmas star
Halley’s Comet? $10.95 to: Box LBC 1103IF,
Spokane, WA 99211

ACHIEVE YOUR HIGHEST potential! Learn
Universal Laws through correspondence courses
offered by the A.U.M., P.O. Box 864, Mount Ida,
AR 71957

FORTEANTIMES. Acclaimed by researchers and
readers. Leading journal of strange phenomena.
11th year. Airmailed sample, $3.00.—Fortean
Times (P). 96 Mansield Road, London NWS 21X
England.

ANNOUNCING STARNET, The Star People
Network Newsletter. $15/yr.—Starnet, RD 1, Box
176, Addison, PA 15411

RON WARMOTH'S BUSINESS PREDICTIONS
Newsletter. Monthly forecast of economic trends.
Stocks, real estate, commodities, energy, etc.
Pragtcal gpplication of ESP. $35.00 early. Sample
$1.00.—Box 4037F, Los Angeles. CA 90078
PSYCHIC PRESS NEWSPAPER. For compli-
mentary copy, write. P.O. Box 426, Okeechobee.
FL 33473

GHOST TRACKERS NEWSLETTER. Quarterly

Tee
or $10 yearly subscription.—Dale Kazmarek,
Box 205, Oak Lawn, IL. 604544)205

HEALTH & FORTUNE IMPROVES! Freel—
SN1, Box 4353, Burbank. CA 91503
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PREDICTION s an established international
magazine for those interested in_astrology,
occult, the Tarot, graphology, palmistry and dream
interpretation. It also contains a 16-page as(m\ogy
section including sun sign forecasts for the

2 68 pages or moré monthiy. ilusiratet and
carrying advertisements. Request a free copy NOW
from Prediction Subscriptions, Link
Bingwall Avenue, Croydon, GRS 2TA, England

MISCELLANEOUS

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 250 pages. Books,
tapes, jewelry, oil, incense, religious and meta-
physical suppiies—International, 8050-F Webb
Ave., North Hollywood, CA 91605

NO MORE FORGOTTEN ANNIVERSARIES!
“Friendly Reminders” never forget. We are your
personal subscription memo service. Send $15.00
along with the dates and events you wish to
remember (up to five dates) and your name,
address and date of birth to: Friendly Reminders,
40115 15th St. West. P.O. Box 147, Palmdale, CA

SMOKY GEMSTONE and precious gem ctalog
free.-GBS, Box F-145, Liverpool, TX 77577

REAL QUARTZ CRYSTAL and lapis lazuli
spheres —G &F. Gems, P.O. Box 1740, Temple
City, CA 91780

GOOD LUCK CHARM, blessed stone, peace of
mind. $5.00 lo Rock of Ages, Rt. 2, Box 131,
Clifton, TN 38425

VISIONARY ART. Prints, cards, stationery. Send
$1.00 for catalog.—Ranch Studios, Box 444A,
Fowler. CA 93625

METEORITES. From other worlds. Older than
earth. Pricelist 50c (postage)—R. McCorkell,
700 Coronation Ave., Apt. 22, Ottawa, Canada
K1G OM6

MONEY MAGNET helps you directyour nergies
create your wealth. Instructions, postage i
$5.00,—Money Magnet, Box 32004, Franklm i
53132

AFFIRMATIONS: Cut, peel, stick me anywhere
Affirmations. Prosperity 1, 1l, Health,” Love,
Peace, Tranquility, Higher Consciousness. $1.50
or $12.00/8.—Box 1132, Medford. OR 97501

MINISTERS. Be legally ordained by international
church. Large certificate, pocket card. $10.00 full
cost—Unilife, Box 10672, KCMO 64118

GENUINE QUARTZ CRYSTAL BALL 90mm,
$250.00.—Freedata, Box 394, Albuquerque, NM
87103

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, technology wanted!
Industry presentation/national exposition.
1-800-528-6050 xB31.



GEMSTONE MYSTERIES— 90 minute cassette
unites ancient knowledge and modern science.
$7.00.—Biohealth Communications, P.O. Box
171, Brodheadsville, PA 18322

FANTASTIC sincere easy method of winning
$50.00 or more an hour playing Blackjack.
Guaranteed three easy steps. $7.00.—SMS, 12428
NE Halsey, Stite 41, Portland, OR 97230

TERMPAPER CATALOG. 306 pages. 15278
papers available. Rush $2.00.—Research, 11322
Idaho, «206FN, Los Angeles, CA 90025. 213/
477-8226

ARE YOU READY for a message from the true
brotherhood? Free letter and tape. Add $1.00 for
postage. Write: The Phoenix Group, Dept. F, Rt.
2. Box 179M, Eclectic, AL 36024

MAGAZINE RACK OR CRAFT TOTE! Versa-
tile large natural color cotton duck tote (11x14x6)
to be used with or without wooden frame. Sturdy
and lightweight. Complete with directions for easy
assembly. Only $1995, plus SL0 postagelhan:
dling—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, High-
land Park. IL 60035

MEMORY IMPROVEMENT

“INSTANT MEMORY" New way to remember.
No memorization, noword associations, no sleep-
leaning. no wilpower, o ypnosis. Relezse your
PHOTOGRAPHIC memory instantly. Nott In\?
forgotten!  Liberates EXTRAORDINAR
knowlege, powers, confidence and energy. Discover
CONTROLLED intuition, ESP, self-mastery. Im-
mediate results! Free Information.
INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED
THINKING
845 Via LaPaz

Dept. F
Pacific Palisades. CA 90272

NUMEROLOGY.

COMPLETE PERSONAL NUMEROLOGY
charts. 18 pages. Satisfaction guaranteed! Send
name, birth date, $14.95.—Second Opinion, 2213
Lowell. Springfield, IL 62704

ORGANIZATIONS
OAHSPEANS UNITE! Send SASE: POB 664.
Salt Lake City, UT 84110-0664

PARASCIENCE

METAPHYSICAL INSTITUTE offers instruction
in mind sciences—The Association for Universal
Mind, Dept. 7. P.O. Box 864, Mount Ida, AR
71957

REPORT ON RADIONICS, hardcover. $12.95.

PERSONAL

GIFTED TAROT READINGS by Alicia. 6
questions, $5.00 donation. S.A.S.E.—Box 1843,
Bridgeview, IL 60455-0843

HOROSCOPE - Questions answered $3.00.—
Oracle, Box 324, Ontario, Calif. 91762

MIND STIMULATOR. Free lesson helps thou-
sands!—Frank Tibolt, 2819-F2 Carmel, Glenside,
PA 19038

FREE! Guide to higher success. Powerfull Solve
problems! Enjoy love! Enclose stamp. Write:
Newlife, Box 684-AZ. Boulder City, NV 89005

ANSWERS by insightful Anastasia. 3 questions
$5.00. Immediate reply—Box 4752, Scottsdale, AZ
261

MINI READING: $5.00. Results or refund. Photo
to: Arkus House, 265 N. Frampton, Orange. CA
92668

FANTASTIC TRANCE READING. Indian spirit
uidance. Cassette, $5.00.—Lawrence Healey, Box
90-B, Clinton, MA 01510

POSITIVE READER. Send photo (will be re-
turned) with handwritten questions. Detailed reply.
$10.00 donation—Sensitives, P.O. Box 723, Park
Forest, IL 60466

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 30
years'_experience. Questions answered, $15.00.
Past life reading. Birth date helpful, $15.00.—Sybil
Howarth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 3XX
England

HOROSCOPE—questions answered, $3.00.—
Oracle, Box 324, Ont., CA 91762

BETTY PARCELLS: Famous psychometrist
answers 5 questions. Send photo, handwriting and
birth date, $10.00.—Betty Parcells, Box 41251,
Phoenix, AZ 85080

GIFTED TAROT READER answers five ques-
tions, $5.00. Satisfaction guaranteedi—"Jack,”
Box 1313, Port Huron, MI 48061-1313.

LOVE GIFT AND taped life reading. Send recent
photo, seven questions & $27.00 donation.—Rev.
Rae. Box 1761, T or C, NM 87901

FIND THE KEY! Insight readings, $2.00.—
Lorette Cardinale, 22108 Boca Place, *1313, Boca
Raton, FL 33433

B. HYMAN: Gifted reader. Personal profile and
future. $25.00.—Box 19-1591, Miami Beach, FL

YOU CAN HAVE HEALTH, happiness, money,

Psychic $2.00. ,Inc.,
P.O. Box 1362-F, Evanston, IL 60204

fame! , report—Success
Story, Box 680, Nowata, OK 74048
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PERSONAL

SPELLWORK. MAGIC for all your needs. Initiated
witches. Free information. Occult Catalog, $2.00.—
La Sorcier, Box 3252F, New Bem, NC 28560

FREE MINI READINGS. Send large SASE to
P.O. Box 16275-C1, Portland, OR 97233

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. Answers
5 guestions. $5.00,—Victoria ONeill, P.O. Box
2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY

ESPIRITU, INC. $7.00 donation per question.—
3226 W. Potomac, Chicago, IL 60651

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cameron,
Cloich-mhile, Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU Scotland.
Detailed, insightful reading, $10.00 cash/m.o.

POSITIVE PROOF. How mind attracts money!
Guaranteed instructions, $2.00.—Universal Ideas,
Box 131-F, Plainfield, IL 60544

LIFE READING BY GIFTED HINDU. Your
past, present, future revealed. Three questions
answered, Maharishi Guru, Box 939
Milwaukee, Wi Yot

HERBS BURN FAT, reduce appetite. $11.00.—
Awareness, Box 2047, Sheffield Lake, OH 44054

FULFILL YOUR GOALS quickly and easily
through study of the subconscious. Send for free
ook hat shws how you can apply ind-Energy
and make it work for you! Write: Rose Dawn, P.O.
Box 2710, Dept. N-85, San Antonio, TX 78209

POWERFUL WARLOCK will cast a spell for you.
Make your desires become a reality. All work
$25.00—Warlock, Box 53, Fox Island, WA 98333

HEALING LIST, COUNSELING. Birth date,
$5000.—Awareness‘ Box 2047, Sheffield Lake, OH
44054

“ANDREIK” the witch. Tell me what you want.
| will cast a spell for you. $13.00.—P.O. Box
30581-C1, Portland. OR 97230

INSIGHT THROUGH PRAYER. $1.00 per
question.—William Sherwood, 975 38th Ave.,
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. Worldwide
membership, male and female. Send dollar bilto:
Baraka_Aegis, The Golden Wheel, Liverpool
L153HT, England

FREE! 1985 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, reveals more
than Astrology. Send birth data with large self-
addressed stamped envelope. — Koenig, Box 1166,
Paradise, CA 95969

CONFUSED? In need of fast guidance? Send
photo and birth date data. For emergencies send
complete phone number and best time to call. | will
call you collect with your readings for $5.00extra.
Tarot reader answers five questions for $25.00.
Add $5.00 for phone service.—F.. Lee Barker, 2421
W. Pratt, #118, Chicago, IL 60645

AUTOMATIC WRITER answers five present and
future questions. $10.00.—Lillian Swansen, 140 A
St., Golden, CO 80401

SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, columnist,
radio personality, predicts your future, introduces
you to spirit guides and reads past lives.—Box
74872, Los Angeles, CA 90004

ESP LABORATORY. The new research service
group can helpyou. For FREE information write

P Lab of Texas, Box 216, 219 South Ridge
Dnve Edgewood, TX 75117

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.—
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira Loma, CA
91732-0042

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 210
West Riverside’ Drive, Jupiter, FL 33458. Five
questions, $5.00.

Especially Yours: Signature Poychomety (per.
sonal vibration) reading, For helpful
problem-discussion, list oy quesuons birth
dates. 35 years experience.—Rev. Mabel Hazell,
Box 1005-F, South San Francisco, CA 94080

DETAILED PERSONAL READING, only $3.00.
Send name, birth date, SASE.—Keenan, Box 235,
Las Casas, TN 37085

READINGS BY HEDY FRENCH, P.O. Box 23,
Wildwood, FL 32785. Four questions, $6.00.
Successfully known.

$5.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS! Additional
questions, $1.00each. Send birth date, hair color,
stamped envelope—Barrett, 29 Holly Bivd., Scotia,
NY 12302

FREE. TRUTH ABOUT evil spirits.—Ruth Fish,
948-T Maxwell Ave., Nashville, TN 37206

MARGARET: Psychometric tea-| IeaV reader Send
picture with handwritten request. SASE.—402
S. 340th St.. Auburn, WA 98001. $8. Sodonation

HOW TO HAVE GOD answer your prayers. This
planis guaranteed to work every time. $5.00.—
bert Wagner, Box 5863, Chicago, IL. 60680

THE 25 WORDS in this ad would cost $27.00 per
insertion (12 time rate). For details write: Adv.
Dept. FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth PL,
Highiand Park, IL 60035
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PRODUCTS

MOONSTAR catalog_of books and_supplies,
$2.00.-38422 Lake Shore Blvd., Willoughby.
OH 44094

FUN for family, groups, singles. Puzzle set $9.95;
Great Magicians Set $11.95; Card Magic $8.95;
Magic Kit $5.95 - plus $2.00 handling per order.—
Westmart, 4861 Beach Dr. S.W., Seatle, WA
98116

FREE CATALOG: Instruments, gadgets.—
Lawson Electronics, Box 711, Poteet. TX 78065

ZODIAC BRACELETS, The 12 signs epraduced
against black panel. Gold tone finish. Send $3.00
o Pettey, Box 2282A, Freeport, TX 77541

IN-TO-IT, the psychic development game. Learn
to distinguish intuitive truth_from " imaginative
rationalization. Only $5.00.—Science of God, 809
North Fuller Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90046

“TAHITIAN” PERFUME! Bewitching sample,
75». Two for $1.00,—O’Dells, Box 1703-F,
Prescott, AZ 86302

STERLING SILVER psychic energy stars, crystal
balls, fortune telling teacups. Finest quali
psychlc Spiritual prodcts. Catalog, $1.00 (refund-
& 4'1 s) —Psychic World, Box 487, Mystic Island, NJ

THOUSANDS OF OCCULT ITEMS. New
catalog, only $2.00 (refundable)l—Under The
Stars, Box 100528, Dept. FP-485, Ft. Lauderdale.
FL 33310

THE 25 WORDS in this ad would cost $27.00 per
msemon (12 time rate). For detals wrie: Adv.

Magazine. 500 Hyacinth PL,
ngh\and Park, i 50035

REINCARNATION

AKASHIC RECORDS REVEALED! Incarnations
privately documented. Inquire: Estrellita, Box 259,
Dover. DE 19901

RELIGION
NATURE RELIGION—Natural magic, hcnollng

Mother Earth. Details. $1.00.—TOTEG,
4172, Sunland, CA 91040

THE PRESTIGIOUS American Association of
Religious Counselors is accepting applications. Al
religions qualify. Write: AARC-F, Box 10672,
KCMO 64118 for information, application.

COMPLETE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE in
Voodoo and Witchcraft by authentic high priest
and high priestess. Deluxe occult catalog and
brochure, $5.00.—Church of Universal Forces,
Box 03195, Columbus, OH 43203

FREE ST. MARTHA'S MIRACULOUS Prayer.
Send 22c stamp.—Peyton's, Box 5756, Virginia
Beach, VA 23455

SORCERY

THE SORCERER'S GUIDE, paperback book
describing the laws governing psychic assassination
$2.95 postpaid.—Gould, P.O. Box 398074, Miami
Beach, FL 33139

TAPES,
SECRET WISDOM, psychic development, spiritu-
al healing. Free catalog—Brian Seabrook, P.O.
Box 31022, Phoenix, AZ 85046
FREE TAPE CATALOG. Positive replacement
tapes. 150 titles.—Path. P.0. Box 2001, Wichita,
S 67201

BEFORE BUYING subliminal tapes, understand
what subliminal stimulation is! Information tape,
$3.00.—Audio Productions, Box 60456, Reno. NV
89506

SELFHYPNOSIS, subliminal,
catalog. Send SASE.—Tapes,
Barbara, CA 93160

chic tapes. Free
gx 54I4%e Santa

TAROT.

“AMAZINGLY ACCURATE!" clients say.
Brother Torch gives sincere, immediate help.
Two questions answered for $5.00. Additional
questions, $1.00.—Transition, Box 370181, Miami,
FL 33137

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider Tarot
Deck.” the original and only authorized 78-card
deck conceived by Arthur Edward Waite. London.
Cards have accurate color tones and each Minor
Arcana card features a symbalic icture that aids
readings. Cards measure 2-3/4 d bear
English titles. Complete 78-card deck i page
instruction’ booklet, $9.00 plus $1.00 postage-
handling.—Venture' Bookshop, P.O. Box 249,
Highland Park, IL 60035

GIFTED READER. Tarot, numerology. Life
reading, $20.00. Questions, $5.00. Send name(s).
question(s) to: Yael Ruth Dragwyla, Box 1548,
Goleta, CA 93116

TREASURE FINDING
TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away with ultra-
sensitive locator. Cassettes. Free list—Research
Products, Box 270270-AZC, Tampa, FL 33688

VOODOO

SPIRITIST MYSTICISM: The esoteric commu-
nion of Vudu energies. Write: Michael Bertiaux,
P.O. Box 1554, Chicago. IL 60690-1554
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UNUSUAL ITEMS.
JEWELRY/COLLECTIBLES discol
salel 1,000+ items, many “unusual.”
dazzing gems silverigoid setng

hole-
Included:

WITCHCRAFT

SPIRITUAL STRENGTH, money, love and luck
interest you? New catalog, $1.00. Oils, herbs,

s
catalog, gfundable)—Nc Box IF,
Mamsuque o a5

ATHAMES HAND FORGED to order. Custom
designs welcomed.—Salamander Armoury, 15258
Lakeside, Sylmar, CA 91342

HEX SIGNS: Authentic Pennsylvania Dutch
(Amish). Ward off evil, attract good luck. Free
information!—Fisher. Box 56-F, Parkesburg, PA
19365-0056

PURE COPPER BRACELETS embossed with
rose design. Send $5.00 cash to: Pettey, Box 2282A,
Freeport, TX 77541

FACETED CRYSTAL, gemstone scarabs, occult

curios, spell kits. Catalog, $1.00 (refundable).—

louse of Xaro, Box 1933, New Port Richey, FL
1

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity Stone.
Rub this polished, gem-like stone between finger
and thumb to induce meditative calm, as do
Eastern mystics. Delight in the tactile magic that
quiets anxiety, induces relaxation, opens the mind's
inner doors. Only $4.00 each, postpaid.—Venture
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park. IL 60035

CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant notice
wearing these gorgeous, gem-like pendants with
facets that glitter with brilliance. For pierced ears.
Imported 32V« lead crystal. Teardrop-shaped over
one-inch long including post. Expensive looking,
but only $6.95 plus $1.00 postage/handling—
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park,
1L 60035

HOUSE BLESSING: Give your home the warmth
of a gracious old tradition as well as a unique
decorative touch with this handsome straw hang-
ing. A symbol of abundance and fertility, the
“House Blessing" derives from the centuries-old
Latin custom of asking God's blessing upon house,
family and harvest. Size about 10° x 8". Price only
$4.00, plus $1.00_ postage-handiing.—Venture
Bookshop, P.O.B. 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in your
world with *1 Ching Cards"—a new visual
approach tothe ancient Chinese system of divina-
tion and revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram
cards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21
cards of instructions, $9.00 plus $1.00 postage-
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249,
Highland Park. IL 60035

books, candles, East India Company.,
Box 206-G, South Pasadena, CA 91030

FEMINIST W1CCE since 1974. Catalog, $2.50,—
21050B Waveview, Topanga, CA 90290

'WICCA SEMINARY. Largest occult school of its
kind. Five complete home study courses. Witch-
craft, Sorcery, Egyptian Magick, Hemology,
Fortune Telling. Free information.—Box 136t
Nashua, NH 03061

ASTROLOGICALLY CORRECT INCENSE,
oifs, salt, nks, other ocelt supples Enlarged.
updated catalog, $2.0

s G Fass R 57537

WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL: 6 books, $12.00.
Complete course, $35.00. 2 magazines, $3.00-
Martello, 153 West 80, New York, NY 10024

REPORT FROM THE READERS
(Continuedfrom page 118)

FACTS THAT LIE HIDDEN

As interesting and informative as it was,
the article ““Pygmies and Giants” by Jim
Miles (March 1985 Fate) would have been
better if the writer had been familiar with
Prof. Barry Fell's books America B.C. and
Bronze Age America.

Miles gives considerable space to the
Adena culture and the mounds and could
have enriched his article if he had related that
the Grove Creek Mound at Moundsville, W.
Va., was opened in 1838 and at a depth of
60 feet an inscribed tablet was discovered
Ignorant of ancient forms of writing and
languages, archaeologists were unable to
decipher it until recently. It now has been
found to be in the Punic language spoken in
the First Millennium B.C. in parts of Spain.
Translated, it reads:

“The mound raised-on-high (is) for Tasach

“This tablet,

“[His] queen caused to be made.”

Years ago Fate published an article about
the Mystery Hill ruins in New Hampshire.
Inscriptions there are also in Punic script.

Professor Fell is finding readable petro-
glyphs in all parts of the Americas which
predate the Christian era. His work makes
it necessary for Americans to recognize a
white presence in America for thousands of
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REPORT FROM THE READERS

years. Fate could do its readers a service by
printing these new, little-known facts—as
Miles could have had he known that the
“small elite of round-headed giants™ were in
fact descendants of the Phoenician and
Spanish colonists who came to America
perhaps as early as 3000 years ago. Generally
known as Celt-Iberians, these people were
visiting New England from Tarshish before
Saul (Paul) of Tarshish went to Israel to
become the writer of the Pauline Epistles in
the Christian New Testament.

Professor Fell's books open a whole new
dimension in ancient prehistory and clarify
such mysteries as caches of Hebrew and
Roman coins found in Kentucky and Ten-
nessee. A Hebrew inscription found in a
mound in North Carolina led the exasperated
finder to say, I suppose the archaeological
establishment will say it belonged to some
Cherokee who collected Hebrew antiquities
as a hobby!”—Lee R. Gandee, West
Columbia, S. C.

IS THIS TRIP NECESSARY?

As a matter of curiosity, I'd like to know
more about Erich von Daniken's trip to the
Amazon environs to locate six-fingered
humans of antiquity. Several years ago, this
was discussed in the National Enquirer
or some such grocery-store tabloid. Von
Daniken made elaborate statements about
these “astronauts” who he said were encased
in liquidfilled “cryogenic™ caskets deep
within a secret cave protected by a tribe of
obscure Indians. He also said he planned a
trip to see and film these ancient bodies.

Did that trip ever come off? I'd like to see
von Daniken debunked or explained more
fully in this matter. The location is too close
to some of the unexplained ancient sites of
the Andes to ignore.—R. E. Downing,
Griffith, Ind.

DIGGING DEEPER

| must respond to Barbara Hayden's letter
(February 1985 Fate) concerning the story
about the misidentified mummy of Joseph.

Hayden states that Genesis 50:26 does
place the body of Joseph in Egypt but she
has not read it quite right. In Verse 25 Joseph
demands an oath from the children of Israel
that when they leave Egypt they will take his
bones with them. As they are preparing to
leave Egypt, Joshua 24:32 states: “*And the
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NOW—an authoritative book on a
unique area of the occult . .
THE MAGIC OF PRECIOUS STONES
By Mellie Uyldert
Do gems aid psychic insight, inspire love
or promote healing? Learn why they have
been worn throughout history for their
mystical powers as well as for their beauty
and rarity. Gain new occult perspectives
as this informed and fascinating study
explores the role of gems in magic,
religion, astrology and medicine.
Paperback. $9.95, plus $1.00 post.-hndlg.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.0.B. 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

FATE MAGAZINE is available
in microform from University

YOU ARE
PSYCHIC

Learn to Use Your Own
Powers in 10 Easy Lessons
The late world-famous medium Sophia Wil-
liams here reveals the secrets of a lifetime.
She describes the five great areas of extra-
sensory ability and tells YOU how to develop

them.
TEN COMPLETE LESSONS
This book covers Clairvoyance (see at a dis-
tance); Clairaudience (hear at a distance);
Producing Psychic Voices; Automatic Writ-
ing; Materializations.
The most practical how-to-do-it instructions
ever written.
Paper cover. Only $2.95
Plus $1.00 postage and handling
Ventura Bookshop
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Highland Park, IL 60035
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bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel
brought up out of Egypt, buried they in
Shechem . . . .” Shechem is located some-
where between Mount Ebal and Mount
Gerigin in present-day Israel.

Whoever the mummy was, it is unlikely
that it was Joseph.—Florence McClain,
Denton, Tex.

Barbara Hayden believes the mummy
found in the Valley of the Kings is Joseph
because Genesis 50:26 states: **So Joseph
died, being an hundred and ten yearsold: and
they embalmed him, and he was put in a
coffin in Egypt.”

It is true he was buried in Egypt but
Exodus 13:19 says: “And Moses took the
bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly
sworn the children of Israel, saying . .
and ye shall carry up my bones away hence
with you.”

Ths it is clear in the Bible that when
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, the
body of Joseph went with them.—Cero/
Anderson, San Diego, Calif.

ON HOME TURF

Awhile back I received my Winter 1084-85
issue of The Skeptical Inquirer, CSICOP's
journal. In an introductory article, editor
Kendrick Frazier observes that Erich von
Daniken's ““ancient astronauts™ are ancient
history. As an enthusiastic student of the
ancient astronaut hypothesis, | was just
recovering from that when | received the
March 1985 issue of Fate. In his report on
the 1984 CSICOP conference, D. Scott Rogo
refers tothe ancient astronaut idea as “a dead
horse if ever there was one.” I'm stunned.

The Ancient Astronaut Society is based on
Fate magazine's home turf—Highland
Park, lll.—and is not only well but thriving.
All one need do to get an update on what's
going on in the field is telephone (312)
432-6230. Rogo is entitled to his opinion, of
course, but facts are another matter.—Stuart
W. Greenwood, College Park, Md.

ON WRONG TURF

I'm afraid Fate readers in Arizona will
object to Phyllis Jane Marinelli’s *“Myste-
rious Voice Heard and Heeded” (March 1085
Fate). She gave the town of Holbrook to
New Mexico.—CecilD. Clayton, Slaughters,
Ky.



REPORT FROM THE READERS

WHAT WE NEED . .

Throughout history people have believed
in the existence of dimensions other than our
own. Tales of sprites and fairies support this
belief as do accounts of persons vanishing
into thin air and the recent increase in
sightings of black panthers and other mystery
beasts.

1 am researching such *“goblin worlds™ and
seek information, whether it be personal
experiences, legends about certain places or
events, or anything connected with *“other
dimensions.”—Alex Ransom, Box 2262,
HCH, 133N. Franklin St., Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
18711.

1 would like to hear from Fate readers
who have information on wearing cone-
shaped hats for health or using cones for
psychic experiments.—Edwin Herman, 3803
Clarks Lane, Baltimore, Md. 21215.

1 am especially interested in cryptozoology
—that is, the study of unknown animals such
as Bigfoot, phantom panthers, hell hounds,
lake and sea creatures and Mokele-Mbembe.
If any Fate readers have had encounters
with one of these animals or any other
misplaced creature, please write me. Total
anonymity will be granted to those who desire
a.—Beth Robbins, P. O. Box 43518, Rich-
mond Heights, Ohio 44143,

1 am a deaf person working part-time with
the deaf in the St. Louis area as a volunteer
counselor-teacher. | have a master’s degree
in Deaf Education and have been in the field
for 14 years.

1. am not a psychic but have been meta-
physically inclined for some years. 1 give
spiritual advice to the deaf when it is asked
for—but | wonder if a psychic reading would
help more. 1am thinking of an experiment-
asking psychic Fate readers to volunteer
to do the readings with me acting as go-
between—Paul S. Pyers, Jr., 611 W.
Beecher, Jacksonville, 11l. 62650.

Does anyone know the address of the
manufacturer of a Septagon to be used with
a crystal? Also, does anyone know of a
“Crystal Brotherhood™>—Deon  Frey,
Merchandise Mart, Box 3845, Chicago, III.
0654.
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WHAT HAS rATE IN STORE

FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the
unknown . . . truths you find
nowhere else . . . articles and
stories to fire your imagina-
tion—that's what FATE has in
store for you. Here is Editor
Mary Fuller's report on stories
planned for future issues:

«> At the edge of death children see
visions of the afterlife, a beautiful
world populated by angelic beings
and deceased persons. Are these
fantasies or evidence of survival?
Scientists investigating this phe-
nomenon are trying to find the
answer.

00 A malevolent ghost haunted the
“house of suicides,” where over a
50-year period 20 persons killed
themselves and one was murdered.
Andrew Green tells how he nearly
became one of its victims.

00A growing body of evidence
points to a startling conclusion—
that 1500 years ago Chinese ex-
plorers discovered Mexico, settled |
there and left a permanent mark on
the culture of that country.

1
|
00For centuries witnesses have |
described encounters with balls !
of bright light which sometimes
behave as if they possessed an !
intelligence of their own. Are they

a natural or a supernatural phenom-
enon? Hilary Evans examines the
evidence.
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What lies behind all existence? Is every-
thing a product of supernatural design?
Are humans shifted about by an arbitrary
will like pieces on a chessboard? Or does
a stupendous energy, without reference
to purpose, bring about a ceaseless trans-
formation from atoms to stars and to life
itself?

Mind—Order—Energy—may these not
be summed up in one word: Conscious-
ness? Behind all a Universal Conscious-
ness. impersonal, eternal. It composes the
order of matter, the sensitivity of life, and
that personal awareness that is Self.

This is a new age! It is time to recon-

MIND,
ORDER,
ENERGY.

Governs the
Universe and You?

cile science, philosophy, and mysticism.
Truth is found in unifying all experience
and knowledge that man has acquired—
no longer must man be dealt with sepa-
rately with prejudice or preference.

ACCEPT THIS FREE BOOK
For a frank, fascinating presentation of a
rational personal philosophy of life that
dispels superstition and obsolete tradi-
tions, write for the free book The Mastery
of Life. It is presented by the Rosicru-
cians (not a religion), a worldwide cul-
tural society. Through this book thou-
sands have teamed how they may acquire
afuller life.

Pleast use this coupon Scribe EOG
or write to: The ROSICRUCIAN ORDER (AMORC)
SCRIBE: EOG San Jose. California 95191, U.SA.
Gentlemen:
Please send me the free hook The Mastery of Life. |
DS wish to learn more about Self and its cosmic relation-
ROSICRUCIANS ship arid how | may benefit therefrom.
(ANORCI Name....

Addre:

San Joee.Califomia 95191, U.S.A City...






