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YES—YOU, TOO, CAN SEE THE HUMAN AURA!
If you have the abilities of nine out of 10 

students, you can see the human aura after only 
a few minutes’ practice with these specially designed 
goggles fitted with pinacyanole bromide filters.

Our goggles are a huge improvement over the 
awkward hand-held films first used by their 
inventor, W.J. Kilner, M.D., of St. Thomas 
Hospital, London. Consisting of filter frames set 
in adjustable eye-hoods of soft leather, they are 
comfortable, safe and leave the hands free.

Without aura goggles the extraordinary at­
mosphere surrounding the human body is invisible 
to all but specially gifted or trained persons. 
Modern researchers believe that this atmosphere 
is composed of infra-red and higher elec­
tromagnetic energies, plus possibly “bio” energies 
as yet unknown.

Aura research is a pioneering field. Our goggles 
can provide hours of fascinating study and set you 
on the road to exciting discoveries.

Like most observers, you may find that the aura 
appears as a pulsating cloud or envelope of light, 
composed of one or several delicately colored 
bands. And like scientific researchers, you may 
wish to focus on studies of aura colors for what 
they may reveal of the mental, emotional and 
physical states of your subjects. Even qualities of 
character and intellect are said to be discernible in 
the colors.

You, too, may see how the auras of some sub­
jects reportedly show attraction by blending and 
becoming more intense. And you, too, may observe 
strange rays of light of electric appearance leaving 
or entering the aura. These and more wonders await 
you in the new world our aura goggles can open 
up for you.

^VENTURE BOOKSHOP? p7o. Box~249? Highland Park, IL 60035
} Yes, I am interested In studying the aura. Please send me_____setfs) ot Authentic Aura Goggles with optically
I perfect 2X filters. Each $28.95, plus $1.50 postage-handling. (Each set comes with Instruction booklet.) Also 
j send me the following filters at prices listed above. I enclose $_____________ the total of my order.

Add $1.50 postage-handling $____
Total$____

City_____________________________________

State / Zip________________________________
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HYPNOSIS-1985!
The BRAIN WAVE SYNCHRONIZER
1985 PROFESSIONAL MODEL 1985 TECHNICIAN MODEL

THAT NO OTHER AID TO HYPNOSIS CAN DO
• Shorten induction time to seconds

• Lessen work of the hypnotist by reducing need for continual verbalizing

• Reduce resistance from subjects who are analytical

• Obtain deeper states—even in subjects thought to be non-hypnotizable

• The surest method yet developed to achieve self-hypnosis

AND THAT’S ONLY THE TECHNICIAN MODEL!
The Professional Model has extended ranges, electronic digital readout accurate to l/10th of a 

brain pulse, desk top cover that slides into the cabinet, impressive appearance, variable intensity 
control, laboratory accuracy, ease of operation and more.

The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic instrument that tunes to the natural frequency 
of the brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the subject’s own frequency, response to hypnotic 
induction is rapid, easy and effective. There are no rotating parts and no attachments to the subject.

With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment 
with order. Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes. To Hawaii, Alaska, 
Canada: Technician Model $16; Professional Model $25. Illinois residents please 
Include 7% sales tax.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 124

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 
Telephone: 312-676-9151
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Into
Tomorrow

tell you how, for more than 30 
years, Astara has been helping 
earnest seekers on the path with a 
series of home study lessons 
called Astara’s Book of Life. 
These mystical teachings have 
helped thousands of grateful 
readers find unerring guides to a 
new life of fulfillment.

You don’t have to make a deci­
sion today but you can take that 
first step. Send now for the free 
introductory booklet, Finding 
Your Place in The Golden Age. It 
may well be the most important 
step in your life.

Tomorrow Bring You?
Everyone has dreams and desires earnest seekers on the 
for a better, more rewarding life.
What are yours?

What are you doing to make 
your dreams come true? Are you 
waiting for better times or delay­
ing for some other reason? The 
ancient Chinese said, “A journey 
of a thousand miles begins with a 
single step.” You can take that 
single step any time... right now.

It could be as simple and easy 
as sending for the free booklet of­
fered in the coupon below. It will

CHURCH OF ALL RELIGIONS • SCHOOL OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES
FRATERNITY OF ALL PHILOSOPHIES • INSTITUTE OF PSYCHIC RESEARCH 60

Earlyne Mid Robert Chaney
ASTARA
P.O.Box 5003 
Upland, CA 91785
Kindly mail me free booklet, 
"Finding Your Place

Addr«

Clt»_

FXBH

-

2 Astara
Zip________  (NON-PROFIT)

О
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
. . . Cholesterol is the Mafia of 
medical science. One day they would 
say it existed and was public enemy 
No. I, the big killer of our time, and the 
next day they would say it was all an 
invention or a mistake .... Now 
cholesterol, like the Mafia, is generally 
thought to exist. The new drama con­
cerns distinctions between the good kind 
of fat and the bad kind .... by now 
[the public] suspects that what is banned 
today is likely to be administered 
intravenously in all the best clinics 
tomorrow .... Everything is back. 
Twinkies will be back. They will be 
telling us to put more salt on them. They 
have only themselves to blame.

—Meg Greenfield 
Newsweek, June 25, 1984

M
EG Greenfield’s plaintive article 
titled “Give Me That Old-Time 
Cholesterol” probably will be ap­

preciated by Fate readers who, 
together with Fate’s editors, must be 
hopelessly confused about the varying 
and conflicting medical advice we read 
in newspapers and magazines. Unlike 
Meg Greenfield, however, we are not 
blaming “them.”

We have come to realize in the many 
years of writing this column that 

fashions in health change just as do 
fashions in every other area of science— 
including such esoteric branches as 
parapsychology. We also have come to 
understand that in the areas of health, 
diet, heart disease, exercise and every­
thing else of great public concern 
medical scientists still grope for answers. 
It is not the simple problem so many 
health food nuts seem to consider it. As 
in all other fields of science, the truth 
shifts, shimmers and slips away. Mate­
rialistic scientists expect, falsely we 
believe, that some day we will know 
EVERYTHING. As long as this total 
knowledge is a future thing we have no 
problem at all with it; our problem 
is with those people who think that 
day is now.

oo
AIN’T NECESSARILY SO

D
OGMAS are created faster than 
we can count. Two of the great 
dogmas concerning our health deal with 

the almost universal belief that high 
blood pressure is related to too much 
salt and too much fat in the diet. 
Recently a University of Oregon team 
under David A. McCarron completed a 
computer-assisted analysis which related 
17 nutrients to the blood pressure; 
profiles of 10,372 persons. Of these 
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people 9.2 percent unknowingly had 
hypertension.

These hypertensive people consumed 
less calcium, less potassium and less so­
dium than those persons with normal 
blood pressure. The revolutionary im­
plication of these findings is that the less 
salt the average person ate, the higher 
his or her blood pressure—this is the ex­
act opposite of what physicians have 
been telling us. The other revolutionary 
implication is that for most of those per­
sons with high blood pressure the 
problem is not too much salt but too lit­
tle calcium. Calcium and potassium may 
help to lower high blood pressure; cal­
cium may interact with the sodium in 
salt in constricting and relaxing blood 
vessels and research indicates that as the 
ratio of sodium to potassium rises so 
does blood pressure.

Considering what we’ve been told, it 

seems like heresy to say it but the 
researchers concluded that people who 
eat more dairy products, which contain 
all three nutrients—calcium, potassium 
and sodium—are less likely to have high 
blood pressure.

Is this the final word? Hardly. Ac­
cording to Susan West in Science 84, 
“The guardians of American health 
moved (immediately) to plug the public’s 
ears; the American Heart Association, 
among others, warned hypertensives not 
to relax their vigil against salt.”

What McCarron’s study clearly 
shows is that when the diet is altered to 
eliminate one nutrient, other nutrients 
undergo changes which may have a 
negative effect on our health. McCarron 
himself warns, “My concern is that we 
shouldn’t just tell everyone to cut out 
salt. These data say it’s not that simple. 
Calcium appears to be the driving

WE LIVE IN A 
DICHO WORLD

Our lives are lived on two levels—the level of cause 
and the level of effect. All that we see in the world 
around us is the world of effect. We do not under­
stand this because we do not understand the world 
of cause, which really has its origin completely with­
in us. When we learn the secret of this dicho, or 
split-level world, we can take command on the level 
of cause. The Science of Mentalphysics teaches a 
simple, age-old method to gain control of the Cos­
mic Creative Force. Write for free information today 
to: Mentalphysics, PO Box 640, Yucca Valley, CA 
92284. A non-profit organization founded 1927.

Mentalphysics, Dept. D852
PO Box 640, Yucca Valley, CA 92284
Send information on Mentalphysics [ 1 Retreats! J 
Name_______________________________________________
Address______________________________________________
City State Zip

GIVE A LIFT TO 
YOUR LIFE with 

methods that refresh 
your body, mind, 
and spirit in the 
peace and beauty of 
the Mentalphysics 
Retreat. Recharge 
your body with 
scientific breathing. 
Learn about medita­
tion. chanting, and 
other revitalizing 
practices that open 
up the channel to 
the Higher Self.



NEW MUSIC 
FOR A NEW AGE

Enjoy some of the most heavenly music you have ever heard soothing, relaxing 
music that transports you beyond space and time. Steven Halpern's extensive train­
ing in brain science and psychology is combined with a rare gift of psychic sensiti­
vity to the music of the spheres. Explore new dimensions of your psychic senses. 
Develop a fuller/richer understanding of the expression "Peace and Harmony''. 
The musical vision of Steven Halpern has received international recognition. He is 
acclaimed by well-known psychic research subject Ingo Swann and noted meta­
physical author Brad Stieger. as well as by many thousands of satisfied listeners.

Send for your free demonstration tape today

STEVEN HALPERN.
Hie mucic pleases the ear, ea» FREE SAMPLE TAPE mindand touches the heart.

Mail To HALPERN SOUNDS
1775 Old County Road. *9 Belmont. CA 94002

Please enclose $2.00 for 
shipping and handling 
(which will be refunded 
on your first order).

YES . .. SEND ME A FREE SAMPLE TAPE 
HAVE ENCLOSED $2.00 FOR SHIPPING

Address
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THE RA MATERIAL
(An Extraterrestrial Contact)

An advanced metaphysical contact ot interest 
to the serious seeker. Read and return our 
book at no cost, or make a donation of any 
amount if you wish to keep it.

UL RESEARCH
P.O. Box 5195, Louisville, KY 40205

ASTROLOGICAL CALENDAR
THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND.

You need not know anything 
about astrology to read the 
PLANETARY CALENDAR. You can 
select the best days at a glance, 
months ahead, to start business, 
romance, travel, construction, repair, 
buy, sell, etc.

Starting on the right day Is win­
ning half the battle. Send $4.50 
postpaid for each calendar, Canada 
$5.50 postpaid.

PLANETARY CALENDAR 
Box 60-DEPT. F 

ALVADORE, OREGON 97409 

force but it won’t work unless there’s 
adequate potassium and sodium in the 
diet. People who cut out salt may 
inadvertently cut out calcium.”

oo
HIGH SALT-LOW SALT

AS IN ALL such controversies the 
various scientific schools rushed to 
protect their turf. Yet, writes Susan 

West, the claim that excessive salt is a 
main culprit in hypertension has never 
been proved. Some studies indicate 
there may be no correlation between salt 
consumption and blood pressure. Low- 
salt diets don’t always reduce blood 
pressure and many researchers still 
doubt the value of such diets despite 
the fact that they are gospel among 
most nutritionists.

What we wish to reemphasize is that 
the answers aren’t all in on anything. 
It isn’t that the research is bad but that 
the human body is so complex we gain 
only a small bit of knowledge at a time. 
We must avoid making or believing 
sweeping generalizations. Dr. McCarron 
would be the first to acknowledge that 
his findings certainly cannot apply to 
everyone; as many as 15 percent of 
hypertensives may be salt sensitive.

Meanwhile, research at the National 
Cancer Institute has shown that proper 
diet can help prevent cancer. The wrong 
kind of food or lack of proper food is 
linked to 35 percent of all cancers. 
Cigarette smoking is second and asso­
ciated with 30 percent of all cancers. 
This information was released last 
spring by Regina Ziegler of the National 
Cancer Institute’s Division of Cancer 
Cause and Prevention.

What is good diet? There seems to be 
the same kind of problem here that



Heres to your health - 
and how to keep it -

HEALTH 
A Holistic 
Approach

Drs. Dennis K. Chernin 

and Gregory Manteuffel

How to help your body stay well or get well with

Movement therapy — Nutritional therapy 
Stress Management therapy-Psychotherapy 

Homeopathic and Medicinal therapy 
Chinese therapy-even some simple Yoga therapy

A newly researched medical model that covers many specific 
diseases. Quality produced for long use. 260p. $7.50

To: QUEST BOOKS. Dept. F, 306 West Geneva Road. Wheaton, IL 60189
Please send me my copy of HEALTH: A HOLISTIC APPROACH
I have enclosed $7 50 plus 75« postage Charge to my □ VISA □ MASTERCARD

No___________________________Exp. Date_________
Name_________________________________ Address______________________________
City___________________________________ State-------------------------- Zip------------------------
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we encountered in the hypertension 
research. The National Cancer Institute 
recommended diet calls for a reduction 
in the consumption of meats and dairy 
products and an increase in fruits, 
vegetables and high-fiber foods.

Their studies seem to show that 
people who follow Ziegler’s moderate 
diet recommendations have a 50 percent 
lower risk of developing cancers of the 
mouth, esophagus and pharynx.

“The dietary patterns that substan­
tially reduced risk in these studies did 
not require the use of high-dosage food 
or vitamin supplements,” she reported. 
“A moderate increase in consumption 
of certain common food groups was all 
that was necessary.”

oo

may be available within the next five 
years, a Johns Hopkins School of 
Medicine physician reports.
• A study at M.I.T. suggests that the 
caffeine in coffee may protect people 
against some of the effects of nicotine. 
Dr. Reid von Borstel believes this may 
explain why smokers tend to drink more 
coffee than non-smokers.
• Jellyfish contain a protein that grows 
when calcium is present. The substance 
is being used to detect calcium changes 
in the human body; such changes may 
warn against cardiac problems or 
cancer. Altogether more than 500 
marine species, from sponges to sea 
squirts, have yielded substances used in 
anticancer drugs.
• L-dopa, a standard treatment for 
Parkinson’s disease for more than 20
years, may replace digitalis as a treat-

Merlinand
• An effective treatment fever ment for heart failure. Dr. Sol I.

OTHER RESEARCH

By RITA and TIM HILDEBRANDT 
Reopening the rich chronicle of the legendary 

mentor who will later guide and teach the 
great King Arthur, this is a tale of conflict and 
wizardry in the last days of the lost continent. 

Merlin and Atlantis are brought to life in 
35 original line drawings by the master 

of fantasy art. $16.95 
Also available:

THE FANTASY COOKBOOK 
By Rita and Tim Hildebrandt

120 Illustrations SM95
BOBBS MERRILL COMPANY, Inc.

630 Third Avenue. New fork 10017



HAVE THE SUCCESSFUL 
LIFE YOU WANT!

Just
15 Minutes
Each Day

with 
Science of 

Mind 
Magazine

This dynamic monthly publication has been showing people the way to greater 
success and fulfillment for more than 57 years. Invest just 15 minutes each day in 
yourself by reading and contemplating the meditation which was especially prepared 
for that day, and you will begin to live the life you have always wished for and deserve.

YOU GET THIS BOOK WITH A 
SUBSCRIPTION TO SCIENCE OF MIND
You get our 348-page bestselling book (regularly sells for 
$12.95) and a full year's worth (12 Issues) of Science of
Mind Magazine (regular subscription price is $15) for only

$W75 SAVE
I V 59%

(a value of $27.95) NOW!
-----------------------------------------------------ORDER FORM--------------

YES. send me your bestselling book HOW TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE and enroll 
me as a subscriber to Science of Mind Magazine for one year (12 issues).

Enclosed is my check or money order for $________or charge to □ VISA □ Mastercard
No.________________________________ . Expiration date ______________
Signature ________________________________________________________
or □ Bill Me (on "Bill Me" orders, the book will be rushed to you as soon as 

we receive your full payment)
My Name ________________________________________________________
Street__________________________________________________________
City____________________________State____________ Zip ____________

SCIENCE OF MIND, P.O. Box 75127, Los Angeles. CA 90075
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De Laurence
A Name To Conjure With

Transcendental
Perfume—Mysterious, Exquisite

agsai
Favorite Floral Essence 
of the Mystic Fraternity 

One-half oz., $5.00 
Post. & tax incl.

Temple Incense
A Roseate Ambiance 

For the Spiritual Person

Eight oz. jar, $7.00 
Post. & tax incl.

Free literature on request.
Large, 419-page Catalog describing 
DeLaurence's books and hand-made 
jewelry for mystics, $8.00 postpaid.

DeLAURENCE
180 North Wabash Ave., Suite 601 

Special Service Department 
Chicago, IL 60601 

of the University of Chicago, reports 
that some bedridden heart patients were 
able to resume normal lives after taking 
L-dopa. He cautions, however, that 
more study is necessary before its use 
becomes routine. Rajfer pinpoints a 
critical problem in the American medical 
system. More studies are desperately 
needed on L-dopa (levodopa) but the 
drug companies refuse to invest funds 
in such research because the patent has 
expired and its sale is no longer highly 
profitable.
• When Karen Eby sucked on a zinc 
gluconate lozenge to combat a zinc 
deficiency the symptoms of a cold she 
was getting vanished within an hour. 
Her physicians tested 65 other cold 
sufferers. The 37 who sucked on similar 
lozenges got well in about four days, 
while the colds of 28 patients who didn’t 
use the lozenges hung on for 11 days.
• Did you know? About one-third of 
all human beings sneeze in response to 
bright light.
• Exercise has been shown to be a 
potent weapon against aging, according 
to studies at the Univesity of Wisconsin.
• Accutane, approved for use in the 
United States in May 1982, is generally 
considered to be the best drug for 
treating severe acne. It now also is 
known to be one of the most powerful 
causes of birth defects.
• Doctors have found a way to predict 
which insulin-dependent diabetics are 
likely to have kidney failure. This will 
allow physicians to alter treatment for 
these special cases.

OO
OTHER DANGERS

LOCOWEED is a grass that absorbs 
the metal selenium from the soil. In



ENCHANTED NOTECARDS
SET WITH CRYSTAL

So completely charming they seem to come from 
a faeryland of magic—a never-never world where 
friendly wizards cast uncanny spells and mythical 
animals frolic in sunny gardens.
Boxed set of 12 (3-5/8" x 5-1/8") notecards 
consists of two each of six designs:
• Fantasy Flight • The Enchanted Unicorn
• Merlin the Enchanter • The Snow Queen
• The Enchantment of Metamorphosis

• The Enchanted Kingdom 
Each of these cards is unique, a beautiful 
keepsake, hand-set with an imported Austrian 
faceted crystal. A collection created exclu 
sively for Fate Magazine readers.

GIFTS FROM THE VENTURE BOOKSHOP
SECRETS of ALL the AGES REVEALED

The basic occult and esoteric teachings of 
the world are included in this one giant 
volume. It introduces you to a way of liv­
ing wholly beyond materialistic theology, 
philosophy or science.

Every phase of mystic power is taught. 
The science and art of necromancy is 
revealed. Lessons in adeptship, ciair- 
voyancy and projecting the astral body 
are included.

THE GREAT BOOK of MAGICAL ART. 
HINDI MAGIC and INDI AN OCCULTISM

By L. W. de Laurence
Two Books combined! The great Book of Magical Art. 
Hindu Magic and East Indian Occultism is now combined 
with the Book of Secret Hindu. Ceremonial and 
Taltsmanic Magic. Both books originally sold for $25 
each. The new volume is 9xl3‘/j inches, and over 2 inches 
thick.

Special Offer — 'Talismans FREE!

Seven authentic talismans printed in gold ink on genuine 
parchment will be sent with your copy.

Price only $36.95
Plus $2.00 postage and handling



NOW... 40ye/rs
HAND CRAFTED 
CRYSTAL BALLS
Before World War II a limited number of 

man-made crystal balls were available in this 
country from Austria and Czechoslovakia. 
During and after the war the supply came to an 
end. Over the many intervening years we sought 
new sources of genuine hand-crafted leaded 
crystal balls, but the specimens we obtained had 
too many flaws.

Now, however, we are able to offer a limited 
supply of superb 32% leaded crystal balls in three 
different sizes, with specially designed stands!

They are gorgeous, near perfect—the next best 
thing to quartz crystal available—and at a frac­
tion of the cost. Genuine quartz balls in these sizes 
would range from $300 to more than $10,000.

1.SB-Inch crystal ball, small brass Dolphin Stand w/24K gold 
overlay $19.95
2.34-lnch crystal ball, medium brass Dolphin Stand w/24K 
gold overlay $39.95
3.94-lnch crystal ball, largo solid brass Sea Serpent Stand

$59.95

------------------------ORDER FORM
The Venture Bookshop
P.O. Box 249
Highland Park, IL 60035
Name-

Address________________________________________________________

City_______________________________ State__________ Zi p__
Please send me the merchandise checked below.
I enclose □ check □ money order for $_______________ .
1 3 94-mch Crystal Ball with brass Sea Serpent Stand $59.95
2 2 34 meh Crystal Ball with brass Dolphin Stand............................... $39.95
3 156-inch Crystal Ball with brass Dolphin Stand $19.95

Great Book of Magical Art, Hindu Magic and Indian Occultism $36.95
Enchanted Notecards set with Crystal $ 9.95

Please add postage for handling as follows:
Ball (1) add $4.00; Balls (2) and (3) add $2.50; Great Book of Magical
Art add $2.00 U.S.A.; $4.00 Foreign Enchanted Notecards add $1.50 
U.S.A.; $2.00 Foreign

I understand that the Crystal Balls are not acrylic or other plastic and are not Quartz 
but hand-crafted of 32% Lead Crystal.

M84



My name is Rennie Foster and / want to tell you about a new book called

“SALT POWER
For Bringing Love, Luck and 

Wealth”

To order your copy of this unique book all you have to do is write "SALT POWER" on a 
piece of paper with payment of $14.95 and mail to:

FINBARR INTERNATIONAL (F)
16 Turketel Road, Folkestone. Kent, England

We have been shipping books worldwide since 1946: you can order from us in complete 
confidence Price includes express air mail postage: delivery guaranteed within 14 days Add 
$1 if you also wish to receive our complete catalog of books For Canada add 10%.
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selenium-rich areas of the Dakotas 
animals who eat the grass go crazy. This 
is an extreme example of the trace 
elements in our environment which may 
be essential to our lives or may poison 
us. A recent conference on trace metals 
at the University of Missouri pinpointed 
some of the dangers and deficiencies to 
which we are subject.

Household dust and foods in lead- 
soldered cans may contain critical 
amounts of lead. Women with high 
levels of chromium in their hair may 
give birth to smaller infants. Alcoholics 
are more vulnerable to zinc and selen­
ium deficiencies. Cadmium is found in 
drinking water and can potentially 
damage livers and hearts although its 
effects are not fully known.

There are 12 million water wells in the 
United States and the increasing amount 
of acid rain falling on the soil causes 

these wells to hold increasing amounts 
of metals absorbed from the earth. 
Some people develop neurological 
problems as a result of drinking water 
containing copper.

Nevertheless, many trace metals are 
essential to our health. Janet Greger of 
the University of Wisconsin says elderly 
persons do not get enough zinc and 
copper in their diets; Mary Bess Kohrs 
of the University of Illinois in Chicago 
reports they often lack iron. Low zinc 
is responsible for poor healing of 
wounds, dermatitis and poor immune 
function. Lack of iron causes anemia. 
Sufficient chromium counteracts high 
cholesterol.

oo
MOKELE-MBEMBE

IN 1913 a German expedition led by 
Capt. Freiherr von Stein sailed down

Ладеек
«ftor death?

Does'i,e
ORDER TODAY

LIFE NEVER DIES
Special to FATE readers ONLY: $1.00

$1.00

You will also receive absolutely free 
of charge a six-month introductory 
subscription to a beautiful metaphysical 
magazine: ABUNDANT LIVING.

ABUNDANT LIVING,DEPT. F, BOX 100,SAN DIEGO,CA 92138



God’s 
Magic Crystals
Can they change your life?

Have you always believed in your • Crystal balances the magnetic 
heart that somewhere there IS A REAL field of the wearer.
talisman of great power? A talisman • Natural crystal is the most per- 
that сам change your life for the better? feet pendulum known to man,

The Ancient people had such a talis- giving immediate and accurate 
man — one that has withstood the test answers to all questions, past, 
of time. The Ancients who built the present and future.
pyramids, were surely the greatest Awaken and energize your 
stone masons of all time . . . and the incredible powers within to do your 
talisman they treasured above all oth- bidding with the enchanted natural 
ers was natural clear quartz crystal, crystal.
Crystal was their magical gem- We have a limited number of natural 
stone of divination and power. crystals to offer. Each crystal is

Why did they spend 300 years hand nature’s own work of art, therefore u- 
rubbing the crystal skull of the Incas? nique. Every crystal is capped and 
Was there really a great crystal of layered in pure 24K gold. You must 
Atlantis?.. .and did it supply powerfor be absolutely satisfied and 
a whole continent? Could this power delighted or your money will be 
work for YOU? What do we know refunded, no questions asked, 
about crystal today? Each crystal offered at the amazingly
• Natural crystal has a measur- low price of $14.95. Two for $24.95.

able electrical charge, focusing Add $1.05 postage and handling to all 
power on the wearer. orders, please. Double or multiple
• Natural crystal emits negative points on request. Visa, Mastercard

ions, dramatically expanding the accepted. Include card number, exp. 
energy field of the wearer. date and signature.
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the Sangha River in the Likouala district 
of what was then the German colony of 
the Cameroons and what is now the 
People’s Republic of the Congo. In the 
course of the expedition Captain von 
Stein heard many accounts of a strange 
animal from native informants. He 
wrote in his official report:

“The animal is said to be of a 
brownish-gray color, with a smooth 
skin, the size approximately that of an 
elephant, at least that of a hippopot­
amus. It is said to have a long and very 
flexible neck and only one tooth . . . . 
A few [informants] spoke of a long 
muscular tail ... . Canoes coming 
near it are said to be doomed; the 
animal is said to attack vessels at once 
and to kill the crews, but without eating 
the bodies . . . . It is said to climb the 
shore even in daytime in search of food; 
its diet is . . . entirely vegetable .... 
At the Ssambo River I was shown a path 
said to have been made by this animal 
in order to get at its food. The path was 
fresh and there were plants [of the type 
the animal was said to prefer] nearby.”

This is only one of numerous reports 
recorded over two centuries (the first 
known reference is in a 1776 French 
work) of a large dinosaurlike animal in 
Central Africa. The witnesses include 
missionaries, big-game hunters and 
natives. Their descriptions of the crea­
ture have been remarkably consistent.

In 1981 two American expeditions 
traveled to the Congo in search of the 
animal, which natives call Mokele- 
Mbembe. One of the expeditions, led by 
University of Chicago biologist Roy 
Mackal, failed to reach Lake Telle, 
where many of the reported sightings 
have been made. The other expedition, 
under the direction of Los Angeles
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engineer Herman Regusters, claimed 
not only to have made it to the lake but 
to have seen the animal. Members of the 
Mackal group expressed skepticism 
while Regusters insisted he was telling 
the truth.

oo
A LIVING DINOSAUR?

O
NE OF THE scientists who partic­
ipated in the Mackal expedition

was Marcellin Agnagna, head of the 
Zoological Park of Brazzaville, the 
Congo’s capital city. After the Amer­
icans left, Agnagna encouraged his own 
government to mount an expedition. In 
early April 1983 an official expedition 
led by Agnagna headed into the 
Likouala region on its way to Lake 
Telle. The group included scientists, 
engineers, government officials and 
soldiers.

The full.

famed 
lives in

healer
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After a number of delays the expedi­
tion arrived at Telle on April 28. In a 
report appearing in the Winter 1983 
issue of Cryptozoology (published by 
the International Society of Cryp­
tozoology, Box 43070, Tucson, Ariz. 
8S733), Agnagna tells the incredible tale 
of what happened.

At 2:30 on the afternoon of May 1, 
he says, he was filming a troop of 
monkeys in the forest that surrounds the 
lake. He was in the company of two 
residents of a local village. One of them 
had fallen into a pool of muddy water 
and had gone to the edge of the lake to 
wash himself. Several minutes later 
Agnagna and the other villager heard his 
shouts. When they raced over to see 
what he was so excited about, they 
found him pointing to something in 
the lake: “a strange animal,” in the 
scientist’s words, “with a wide back, a 
long neck and a small head ....

“The animal was located at about 300 
meters [1000 feet] from the edge of the 
lake, and we were able to advance about 
60 meters [200 feet] in the shallow 
water, placing us at a distance of 
about 240 meters [800 feet] from the 
animal, which had become aware of our 
presence and was looking around as if 
to determine the source of the noise. 
Dinkoumbou [one of the natives] con­
tinued to shout with fear.

“The frontal part of the animal was 
brown, while the back part of the neck 
appeared black and shone in the sun­
light. The animal partly submerged and 
remained visible for 20 minutes with 
only the neck and head above the water. 
It then submerged completely, at which 
point we trekked rapidly through the 
forest back to the base camp, located 
two kilometers [114 miles] away. We
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then went out on the lake in a small 
dugout with video equipment to the spot 
where we had observed the animal. 
However, no further sighting of the 
animal took place.”

oo
WOULDN’T YOU KNOW IT?

Unfortunately none of this 
appears on film. The zoologist had 
already used up most of his film on the 

monkeys. What little remained he lost, 
as he puts it, in “the emotion and alarm 
at this sudden, unexpected event.” He 
says that when he turned the camera on 
the creature (whose length he estimated 
to be 20 feet), he didn’t realize until it 
was too late that he had left the lens cap 
on. By the time he became aware of this 
fact, he had no film left.

Nonetheless the film was analyzed at 
a Paris laboratory, which confirmed 
that the film had been totally exposed.

J. Richard Greenwell, editor of 
Cryptozoology and a participant in the 
Mackal expedition, describes Agnagna 
as both a reliable man and a good 
scientist. Unfortunately, in the absence 
of good photographic evidence, the 
existence of Mokele-Mbembe remains 
unproved. Other expeditions to the area 
are now in the planning stage.

OO
BLACK PANTHERS

FROM TIME to time Fate has 
noted the strange phenomenon of 
black panther reports in various parts 

of the United States. Most scientists and 
game wardens discount the sightings, 
but witnesses—of whom there must be 
many thousands by now—stand by their 
stories. Many of the sightings have 
occurred in broad daylight, under
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conditions that allowed observers to get 
a good, long look at the animals.

An article in the February 25, 1984, 
issue of the Lexington [Ky.] Herald- 
Leader describes the continuing con­
troversy over these reports, quoting 
outdoors writer Joe Ford who says, 
“I’ve received any number of almost 
identical sightings from all over the 
state. Invariably, they say it’s a big 
black cat. There have been reports from 
all over Kentucky and southern Illinois 
and southern Indiana. I don’t know 
what they’re seeing, but they’re seeing 
something.”

Scoffers identify that “something” as 
a “figment of the imagination” or a 
normal animal such as a runaway house 
cat or dog. But that hardly seems an 
adequate explanation for what Billy 
Covington of Georgetown, Ky., says he 
saw one day in the fall of 1983 while he 
was hunting deer in the wilds of north­
ern Scott County.

Late that afternoon he saw a dark 
gray “panther” coming toward him.

Through binoculars he determined that 
it was about 24 inches high and six or 
seven feet long, with light gray spots 
under the eyes. The animal was in the 
open and easily visible. He watched it 
for 45 minutes as it “hunted this 
hollow out just like you see a house cat 
hunting.” It finally stalked, killed and 
ate a groundhog.

Numerous other residents of the area 
claim to have seen the same or a similar 
animal. One is Kentucky State Police 
Detective John Farris, who saw it cross 
a sunny clearing one day in 1981. He 
insists, however, that it was not a black 
panther.

“I’ve seen pictures of a black 
panther,” he says and contends this 
“was like nothing I’ve ever seen on 
the North American continent. It was 
like nothing I’ve ever seen even in 
a book.”

It was the size of a German shepherd 
and had a head as big as a soccer ball, 
with three or four dark spots on its side. 
It was “medium gray” in color.
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BIRDS AND CHIMPS

ARE pigeons smarter than chim­
panzees? Maybe not, but they seem 
to be at least as smart in solving one 

complicated task that was formerly 
believed possible only by men and 
chimps.

In a classic experiment years ago 
chimpanzees were brought into a room 
where a bunch of bananas hung just out 
of reach and a movable box sat off in 
one comer. After fruitless attempts to 
reach the bananas one of the chimps 
appeared to think, then moved the box 
to a spot under the bananas, climbed on 
the box and pulled down the fruit.

Recently Robert Epstein, director of 
the Cambridge Center for Behavioral 
Studies, and three Harvard University 
colleagues decided to conduct similar 
tests with pigeons. Unlike the chimps 
the pigeons did not know how to pull 
a box or to climb'on it before the experi­
ment began. They had to be taught how 
to perform these acts. The two acts were 
taught separately, with no clue that 
these actions together might earn them 
a reward.

A banana was hung out of the reach 
of the pigeons and a box was placed 
some distance away. The pigeon under 
test seemed confused for a time and 
tried to stretch to reach the banana. 
Finally it began looking from the 
banana to the box and back again, then 
rather suddenly pushed the box under 
the banana, climbed on it and began to 
eat the banana.

A report in Nature quotes Epstein as 
believing this is a spectacular example 
of problem-solving which “shows that 
pigeons can solve a classic problem 
that only humans or chimps could 
solve .... And maybe what the
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pigeons have demonstrated shows us 
that humans are not unique.”

OO
FINDING THE WAY

THE marvelous navigational abilities 
of pigeons have been known ever 
since they were used to carry messages. 

When we began publication of Fate 36 
years ago, their method of determining 
direction was unknown. Since then 
research has shown that they have not 
only a compass sense but visual senses 
involving sun, stars and polarized 
skylight. They also are guided by odors 
and possibly even by low-pitched sounds 
undetectable by humans. Cornell re­
searchers have reported pigeons can 
hear the sound of surf pounding on the 
Atlantic coast 300 miles distant.

It still seems to be a mystery exactly 
how birds in general become sensitive 
to magnetism. Scientists doing research 
on pigeons have assumed that it hinges 
on a deposit of magnetic iron in their 
brains. Some skeptics questioned this 
but Swedish researchers now confirm it. 
They installed magnetic coils which 
pointed magnetic north in varying direc­
tions in the nests of a migrant bird called 
the pied flycatcher. When the birds 
became adult, they migrated not in the 
direction they normally would have but 
in the various directions indicated by the 
magnetic coils they grew up with.

OO
SCIENTOLOGY

THE OFFICIALS of the Church of 
Scientology are beset by one serious 
problem after another. There was the 

matter of the expulsion of the church 
and its prosecution in France, Britain, 
Australia, Spain and elsewhere. There
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was the suit brought against the church 
by L. Ron Hubbard’s son who sought 
to have his father declared dead because 
Hubbard has not been seen since 1980. 
Perhaps most serious was a 1978 FBI 
raid which produced thousands of 
documents indicating that the church 
conducted widespread intelligence 
operations against more than 100 
governmental agencies in the United 
States; these operations included bur­
glaries, wiretapping and thefts of 
government documents.

And now there is a new charge by 
former Scientology officials that they 
helped Hubbard secretly divert more 
than $100 million from the church 
into foreign bank accounts which he 
controlled.

The church has maintained that 
Hubbard severed his ties to it in the 
mid-1970’s and since then has been paid 
only a consulting fee of $35,000 per 
year. The church has also claimed that 
its surplus revenues are being used for 
charitable purposes.

Disaffected senior officials of the 
church, however, claim that during 
the 1970’s and since then Hubbard set 
up a series of shell corporations in order 
to divert enormous sums to overseas 
accounts, mostly in Luxembourg and 
Lichtenstein. Rather than run as a 
religion, they declare, Scientology was 
operated as a profitable, money-making 
business in which intimate personal facts 
confided by members in private counsel­
ing sessions were used to blackmail and 
intimidate members.

Law enforcement agencies found it 
difficult to prosecute the church because 
no senior officials were willing to discuss 
its operation. Recently, however, a 
power struggle developed which caused
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some officials to leave the organization 
and to be willing to testify against it in 
court. Apparently legal action is being 
taken against the church all over the 
world.

CO
MAN’S DREAMS

W
ITHIN the next 500 or so years, 
one trillion human beings will 
inhabit the solar system’s planets, 

moons, asteroids and comets, Eric M. 
Jones, an astrophysicist at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory in New 
Mexico, told members of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science at a meeting on “The Edges of 
Science” in late May.

Having accomplished this, man will 
next set his sights on the distant stars; 
a journey to the nearest star might take 
60 years. Once arrived at the planets of
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a new star, semi-intelligent robots will 
start building living accommodations 
and gathering the resources needed to 
sustain human life.

Frank Drake, the Cornell astronomer 
who has been developing radio tele­
scopes and maintaining listening posts 
to detect extraterrestrial life, disagrees 
with this prediction because he believes 
that travel between the stars is too 
expensive. He believes spaceships do not 
visit earth for this same reason. “A 
rational and intelligent civilization will 
not strike off on such a venture,” Drake 
said. “The right place for colonization 
is your own solar system.”

But for Jones, the solar system is only 
the springboard into far space. The first 
stop will be the moon, he suggests. 
Lunar gravity is weak and the moon 
contains tremendous resources. The 
moon could have mines, smelters, a 
power station and space cities from 
which people could launch ships into the 
solar system. Jones feels that the next 
goal would be gigantic power plants 
constructed of raw materials from 
Mercury. These power plants would 
orbit the sun and store its energy 
until housekeeping could be set up on 
asteroids and other planets.

Jones’ vision is more flexible than 
Drake’s. He sees space schooners with 
vast sails riding the solar winds and 
explorers hitchhiking on comets that 
wander through interstellar space for 
fuel-efficient travels to distant worlds. 
He suggests that groups of 500 people 
could live indefinitely off the resources 
of a single comet and might reach the 
near stars in 100,000 years. This will 
continue until humanity will have 
colonized the entire galaxy eight million 
years from now!



RAINBOWS FALLING ON MY
HEAD (THE MAGIC OF THE GREAT GOD PAN)
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WHERE IS EVERYBODY?

JONES views his scenario as inev­
itable. It will happen and mankind 
will inexorably spread throughout the 

galaxy. But after eight million years will 
humanity still be humanity? Or will the 
worst predictions of the science fiction 
writers be realized and will we all be 
involved in star wars?

Will we meet other galactic civiliza­
tions? No, Jones says, because if they 
existed they would be under our same 
compulsions and we would already have 
met them.

“Where is everybody?” he asked. 
“My answer is, ‘We are alone.’ ”

But are we?
The Soviet Union is taking a new 

interest in UFOs, according to Reuters, 
following a strange event in Gorki. On 
March 27, 1983, air traffic controllers 
at Gorki Airport saw a UFO which they 
described as a “flying cigar” about the 
size of a wingless airliner. The object 
was visible on radar screens for about 
40 minutes.

Pavel Popovich, former cosmonaut, 
says scientists took the report seriously 
because the witnesses were trained 
aircraft experts who could be depended 
on to report accurately. As a result, 

after intermittently denigrating and 
investigating UFO reports, the USSR 
seems back to investigating, according 
to Trud, the magazine of the Trade 
Union Council. Trud reports that a 
Commission on Abnormal Atmospheric 
Phenomena was established last Feb­
ruary under Popovich’s direction. 
Popovich says hundreds of UFO reports 
are being received each year in the 
USSR.

OO
PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS

ERIC Jones’ predictions are exciting 
and may come to pass but they do 
involve formidable difficulties. As we 

write this early in July, the flight of 
the current space shuttle has been 
indefinitely postponed. We find that 
cost overruns on nuclear power plants 
built for giant utilities run into billions 
of dollars and threaten the entire 
industry—an example of how our scien­
tific theoretical knowledge can exceed 
our practical engineering abilities. 
NASA has spent five years and $12 
million trying to build a space-shuttle 
toilet that will work! The billion-dollar 
shuttle has made 11 trips into space and 
the $12 million toilet has malfunctioned 
on 10 of the voyages.

This is not a small matter. Can you 
imagine a 100,000-year space flight on 
which all personnel have to wear adult­
sized diapers?

On the brighter side, the shuttle 
flight that hasn’t taken off was to 
deploy an experimental 102-foot-tall 
two-winged solar panel. The panel is 
designed as an auxiliary power source 
but it could be a good start in learning 
to use the solar wind.
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Who Were The 
THREE WISE MEN?

The three kings who followed a star to a humble stable in 

Bethlehem are as mysterious today as they were nearly 2000 years ago.

Text and photographs by Sylvia A. Matheson

. . . behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, Saying 
Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in 
the east, and are come to worship 
him . . . .And when they were come

THE APOSTLE Matthew’s brief 
account in his second chapter is the 
only biblical reference to the “Wise 

Men.” Yet the ornately-garbed figures 
of the Magi or Three Kings, as the Wise 
Men are also known, appear in Nativity 
plays all over the Christian world. Some 

into the house, they saw the young child 
with Mary his mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.

countries—Spain, for one—center their 
Christmas festivities, particularly for the 
children, not on Father Christmas, 
Santa Claus or Saint Nicholas but on the 
Three Kings who ride in splendid 
procession bringing gifts to good boys 
and girls.
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Nevertheless, mystery has always 
surrounded the legend of the Wise Men. 
Even the inference that there were three 
of them may have been drawn from the 
three gifts they offered. As for their 
names, Marco Polo was told that the 
men who journeyed to Bethlehem to pay 
homage to the newborn Christ were 
called Balthasar, Gaspar and Melchior. 
Traveling in the 14th Century, Marco 
Polo encountered the legend of the Wise 
Men in various parts of Iran—which is 
not surprising when you consider that 
2000 years ago, as today, the country 
stood at the crossroads of the great 
trade routes from China to the Mediter­
ranean and the West and from central 
Asia to Egypt and Africa.

During the years I spent traveling in 
Iran, I too kept hearing tales of the 
Magi. I knew that the Magi were a 
priestly caste, probably part of the 
confederation of the Medes, who 
preserved and promulgated the most 
ancient sacred knowledge. By virtue of 
belonging to the priestly caste 
(Herodotus, writing in the Fifth Century 
B.C., called the Magi a tribe), a Magus 
enjoys God’s grace. Magu, the old 
Persian form of the word, renders into 
Greek as Magos—which is probably the 
same as the Vedic Magha meaning 
“rich” or “gifts.” The Magi were 
philosophers, prophets, diviners, 
astrologers and astronomers and no 
transaction of any importance took 
place without their advice.

By the time of Christ’s birth, the 
Parthians from the northeast were 
ruling all of Persia with two governing 
councils, one made up of Kinsmen of 
the Ruler (the nobility) and the other of 
Wise Men or Magi. At least one of the 
Parthian kings—Tiridates, the Arsacid 

king of Armenia, was a Magus, and it 
is reasonable to assume that the Wise 
Men in the biblical story also belonged 
to this noble priestly tribe.

The legend of the Wise Men turns up 
near Tehran, Iran’s present capital, in 
Saveh, a little town famed 1000 years 
ago for its great library which contained 
many extremely early important works 
on astronomy. When the Mongols 
sacked the town in A.D. 1220, the 
library was destroyed. According to

A shrine in the Church of St. Mary's 
in Urmia believed to contain relics 
of one of the Wise Men was revered 
by Christians and Muslims alike.
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Mud-brick palaces and fire temples cling to the sacred mount of Kuh-i Khwaja in 
Seistan. Here lived the Parthian king-priest Gondophernes (or Gondophares) 
who some scholars believe was Gaspar, the leader of the Three Wise Men.

tradition, from this once-flourishing 
commercial center on one of the main 
caravan routes across Persia, the Wise 
Men set off on their journey to the Holy 
Land. But another tradition insists that 
the Wise Men began their journey from 
Kashan, a town not far from Saveh. No 
doubt their route took them through 
both towns.

When I was staying in Rezaiyeh 
(now called by its old name Urmia) in 
Azerbaidzhan, I discovered that the 
Wise Men had left their mark there too. 
A shrine in the Christian Church of St. 
Mary’s (since destroyed by fire) was 
reputed to contain the bones of one of 
the Wise Men who died there on his 
return from the pilgrimage to Beth­
lehem. I found both Muslims and 
Christians lighting candles at the railed- 
in shrine but I could not learn to which 
of the Magi the relics belonged.

Founded well before the birth of

Christ, Urmia was originally a Urartian 
town, one of several put forth as the 
birthplace of the prophet Zoroaster. 
Some authorities believe he himself was 
a Magus and Greek sources so identify 
him. In the Sixth Century B.C., 
Zoroaster founded the religion that 
bears his name, worshipping Ahura 
Mazda who is represented by the purity 
of fire. Zoroastrian mobeds (second- 
ranking priests) kept up eternal fires on 
open-air altars all over Persia, including 
in the various towns with their traditions 
of the much later Wise Men.

Marco Polo claimed to have visited 
the actual tombs of all three Wise Men 
in Saveh. He described them as large, 
beautiful monuments standing side by 
side, where the bodies complete with 
hair and beards were still to be seen. If 
he is to be believed, the tomb in Urmia 
may have contained only a few bones 
or relics of one of the Wise Men.
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Three days’ journey from Saveh, 
Marco Polo came to a town which he 
called Kala Atish Parasthan—probably 
Kashan—where he learned from the 
inhabitants that in ancient times three 
Icings had journeyed from here to pay 
homage to a newly-bom prophet, taking 
with them three offerings: gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. Gold is the 
traditional offering to a king; the sweet­
smelling, costly frankincense was 
burned in honor of the gods; and 
myrrh, a medicinal aromatic plant, 
symbolized humanity. The kings would 
use these gifts to discover whether the 
babe was a prophet, a god, an earthly 
king or a healer. If the child accepted 

the gold, he was an earthly king; if he 
chose frankincense, he was a god; and 
if he took myrrh, he was a healer.

At the stable in Bethlehem, Marco 
Polo was told, the youngest of the kings 
entered alone and found not a baby but 
a man of his own age and appearance. 
The second king, a middle-aged man, 
went in and found almost a replica of 
himself. When the oldest of the three 
went in and had the same experience, 
the kings were full of wonder. When 
they went in together, they saw the babe 
as he really was, only 13 days old, and 
they worshipped him, offering the three 
gifts. The child took all three and 
gave them in return a closed casket.

The Baah-i Shah gardens 
are on the outskirts of Ka­
shan, a city in central Iran 
where Marco Polo learned 
from the inhabitants that 
in ancient times three 
kings had journeyed from 
here to pay homage to a 
newborn prophet, taking 
offerings of gold, frank­
incense and myrrh.

Jj
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According to Marco Polo’s informants, 
one of the Icings came from Saveh, one 
from nearby Hawah (or Aveh) and the 
third from Kashan.

On their return to Persia, the Magi 
decided to open the casket wherein they 
found only a stone. It may have been 
a sign that they should be as firm as 
stone in the new Christian faith but at 
the time the Magi did not realize its 
significance and threw it into a well. 
Immediately a glowing fire fell from 
heaven into the well. The kings then 
understood that the fire was holy. Each 
took some of it from the well to his 
own country, keeping the flame in a 
splendid, noble building and never 
allowing it to go out.

The story Marco Polo recorded is 
clearly a mixture of Zoroastrianism 
and the Christian story of the birth 
of Christ.

THE ZOROASTRIAN priest­
astronomers kept a careful watch 
every year for a particularly brilliant star 

which, it had been foretold, would 
appear for only two weeks and would 
herald the coming of a Savior. The Magi 
mounted their lookout from the most 
sacred place in the country, the heights 
of the flat-topped hill known as Mount 
Ushida in Seistan on the border between 
present-day Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Christ was bom into a land governed 
by the Romans who only 53 years earlier 
had suffered a humiliating defeat in the 
battle of Carrhae when Crassus was 
routed by one of Iran’s greatest 
generals, Suren of the royal Seistan 
House of Suren Pahlav. The same 
Persian armies liberated Jerusalem and 
deposed Herod. (He was later restored 
to the throne.)

In the meantime, the Parthian Magi 
accompanying the troops had counter­
parts in Jerusalem; they certainly had 
exchanged ideas. The Jews too had their 
prophecy of the coming of a Messiah 
and some scholars believe that the 
Jewish Pharisees derived their name 
from “Persia” because they were so 
influenced by Persian ideas, particularly 
those of Zoroaster.

The religious rules of the Magi 
forebade them to defile water and they 
always had to travel by land. When 
Tiridates, the Magian king of Armenia, 
had to go to Rome to receive his crown 
at the hands of Nero in A.D. 66, he 
was obliged to travel the long over­
land route. Thus it is not altogether 
surprising to find the Three Wise Men 
passing through many towns in the 
course of their journey to Jerusalem.

In all probability the Suren Pahlav 
rulers were also Magi, presiding over 
their own small but important kingdom 
of Sacestene (present-day Seistan) in 
which the holy Mount Ushida was 
located. The most powerful family in 
ancient Persia, the Surens held the 
hereditary right to place the crown on 
the head of the Shah-en-Shah at his 
coronation ceremony. And while the 
priests kept their vigil on Mount Ushida 
looking for the star that was to lead 
them to the promised Savior, it is 
logical to suppose that the Suren family 
was involved.

Mount Ushida has been identified as 
Kuh-e Khwaja near Zabul. I came upon 
it late one evening—a desolate but 
impressive ruin of Parthian and Sas- 
sanian mud-brick structures built, as 
archaeologists have discovered, on 
earlier Achaemenian dwellings. Palaces, 
temples and houses sprawl up the lower
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southeastern slopes of the hill and all are 
bleached a silvery white by the fierce sun 
and strong winds. With a fire temple 
and two identifiable Parthian forts, the 
prominence overlooks a barren plain 
which has seen more than 5000 years of 
occupation, most of it now hidden by 
centuries of windblown sand. In 
Parthian times this was probably a 
fertile area still covered with the 
considerable remains of ancient civili­
zations. Archaeologists have hardly 
scratched the surface, yet have discov­
ered the sophisticated ruins of long-dead . of the Nativity story will always remain, 
cities.

Kuh-e Khwaja, today’s name for the 
flat-topped hill, is taken from that of 
a Muslim saint, said to have been a 
descendant of Abraham, whose shrine 
lies at the extreme northern end of 
the summit.

At the time of Christ’s birth, the heir- 
apparent to the kingdom of Sacestene

was Gondophernes (or Gondophares) 
who later ruled from about A.D. 20 to 
48. Many scholars take his name to be 
a version of “Gaspar,” leader of the 
Wise Men. But we have no clues as to 
the origins of the other two Magi. They 
may have been priestly kings from 
neighboring Magian seats of power— 
perhaps from the ancient city of Balkh 
in northern Afghanistan or from Taxila, 
a cultured city to the east.

We shall probably never know the 
answers but the haunting enchantment

And if, as I have, you follow the foot­
steps of the Wise Men from the east 
from the holy mount of Kuh-e Khwaja 
through Saveh, Kashan and Urmia, you 
will surely succumb to an irresistible 
urge to search the night skies for a 
glimpse of the star that nearly 2000 
years ago led the wisest men of their age 
to the humble stable in Bethlehem.

THE CASE OF THE STONED BEES 
By Dwight Whalen

‘ the block of stone was split, says 
Mr. Wilson, it was found to contain a 
cavity in which was a rosebud with a 
bee partly buried in its dried petals. 
After being dislodged the bee was able 
to crawl.”

A. D. Robertson, professor of 
zoology at Western University in 
London, Ontario, scoffed: “Few insects 
live more than a year under ideal condi­
tions and living in a rock with neither 
air nor food simply can’t be done even 
for a short period. The idea of a bee 
living under the conditions described 
in the Owen Sound story is not only 
impossible but ridiculous.”

The professor was not a witness to 
the discovery of the bee and attributed 
the reported “crawl” to the finder’s 
“faulty vision or too vivid an imag­
ination.”

IN EARLY autumn of 1841 workers 
at the Burr Mill Stone Factory in 
Rochester, N.Y., broke open a piece 

of French buhrstone which is a hard sili­
ceous rock used to make grindstones. 
Inside they found a cavity containing 
honeybees.

“They were torpid but soon showed 
signs of life and flew away,” the 
Rochester Democrat reported. “As they 
were enclosed in a perfectly airtight part 
of the stone, they must have come from 
France, but how or when they were 
enclosed, we leave for the solution 
of naturalists.”

On September 4, 1925, the Niagara 
Falls Evening Review reported from 
Toronto: “J. E. Wilson, builder, is 
exhibiting a bee nestling in a solid block 
of blue stone which he received recently 
from a quarry near Owen Sound. When



Ouija Spelled 
M-U-R-D-E-R

Somehow the spirits knew four years in advance— 

and warned us—that a heinous crime would be committed. 

By Marla J. Hohmeier

MY GRANDMOTHER Isabelle 
LeClaire was a spiritualist and a 
psychic and it was she who taught me 

about the “other side.” As she got 
older, her gift of “seeing” slipped away 
but she never lost interest in the spirit 
world. In particular I remember her 
saying, “Their time is different from 
ours. In our world a baby doesn’t begin 
its life until birth. In the spirit world, 
life begins nine months earlier.”

It was also Nana who brought me a 
Ouija board when I was eight years old. 
We played with it off and on for the 
next few years, my friends and 1 asking 
it the same tired questions over and 
over: Whom will we marry? Will we be 
rich? How many kids will we have? We 
never took the answers seriously until 
one afternoon in December 1972 when 
my classmate Jenny Springman and I 
were 14 years old. We sat on the 
floor in my bedroom with the board 
between us.

“How old will I be when I die?” 
Jenny asked, trying a new line of 
questioning.

To our amazement, the planchette 
flew across the board, landing first on 
the number one, then the number eight.

Finding this answer absurd, I asked 
the board why Jenny would die at 18.

Jennifer Lynn Springman's yearbook 
picture dates from 1972-1973. She 
and author Marla Hohmeier attended 
Downers Grove South High School.

“M-U-R-D-E-R-E-D,” the oracle 
spelled out.

This reply seemed as ridiculous as it 
was frightening. After our initial scare, 
we started to laugh.

“And how is Jenny supposed to get 
murdered?” I asked with as much 
sarcasm as I could muster.

The plastic oracle never hesitated as
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Maria received a Ouija board as a 
gift when she was eight. She and 
her friends played with it but never 
took the answers seriously.

Isabelle LeClaire, Marla’s grand­
mother, was a spiritualist and a 
psychic who taught her granddaughter 
about the “other side.”

it slid from one letter to the next. When 
I realized what word it was forming, I 
felt as if my heart stopped. I looked up 
at Jenny, who was on the verge of tears, 
and watched the color drain from her 
face. The word Ouija had spelled out 
was “S-T-R-A-N-G-L-E-D.”

I pushed the board aside and threw 
the planchette across the room. 
Reaching for Jenny’s arm, I tried to 
make her stop staring at the board. She 
was ice-cold.

“Mom! Come quick!” I screamed. 
Mother rushed into the room, spotted 

the Ouija board and saw our worried 
expressions. She was immediately 

О
TRAIL OF THE DINOSAUR

FOSSILIZED dinosaur footprints, believed to be 150 million years old, were 
found in a national wildlife preserve in northern Thailand in early summer 

1984. A government official announced in Bangkok that the 16-inch-long, 
14-inch-wide prints were made by a two-footed dinosaur.

furious—with us and our game.
“It said Jenny’s gonna get killed,” I 

said breathlessly.
“Well, it’s not true! Now put that 

thing away,” Mother ordered.

JENNIFER Lynn Springman of
Downers Grove, Ill., was murdered 

October 3,1976. She was strangled two 
weeks before her 18th birthday. In the 
world of the spirits, Jenny was well into 
her 18th year.

After a year-long investigation, 
Jenny’s case file was shelved in the 
basement of the Will County Police 
Department. Her killer is still at large.
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Shamanism in Korea . . .CONSULTING WITH SPIRITS
Gifted mudangs see to it that human beings stay on good terms 

with the spirits—some of them evil—who monitor worldly affairs.

By Jean Plunkett

Shamanism, or animism, is a 
religion based on the belief that 
spirits, both good and evil, inhabit all 

natural things and some man-made 
objects. It is a primitive religion in the 
sense that it has existed since prehistoric 
times but it’s far from obsolete in 
modern-day Korea, as I discovered soon 
after my arrival there.

In June 1982 my husband Maj. 
Stephen Plunkett was given a two-year 
military assignment to Taegu, the 
Republic of Korea’s third-largest city. 
Settling into our quarters, 1 hired a 

housekeeper, Mrs. Pak Su Chon, and 
my husband engaged a houseboy, Mr. 
Pak Young Cho. (The two are not 
related.)

Mrs. Pak had been working for me 
about a month when she asked for a day 
off during the coming week. I had plans 
for that particular day and needed her 
for baby-sitting so I asked if a different 
day would do. No, she had to have 
Thursday off; she had arranged a visit 
with a mudang and it was important 
that she keep the appointment.

Intrigued, I asked what a mudang was 
and why she was visiting one. She was 
reluctant to answer at first but when she

Kim Po Sal, a mudang of 
Taegu consulted by Major 
and Mrs. Plunkett, knew 
facts of their parents' 
long-ago deaths unknown 
to anyone in Korea. They 
were impressed with her 
accuracy and surprised 
by her lack of formality.
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Shrine in the home of Kim 
Po Sal, with candles, 
ornaments and images of 
Buddha and lesser deities, 
dominates the small cur­
tained room where mudang 
consults the spirits.

saw I was sincerely interested, she 
explained. A mudang is a woman with 
a special gift, the gift of speaking with 
spirits. Through this gift, she can 
help people in trouble, those who are 
suffering ill health or bad ldck, and she 
can foresee the future.

Mrs. Pak went on to say that for 
several days her mother-in-law had 
refused to eat or speak. At a loss to 
cope with this behavior and gravely 
concerned for the old woman’s health, 
Mrs. Pak and her husband Mr. Si had 
decided to consult the mudang.

When I asked how the mudang 
accomplishes her results, Mrs. Pak told 
me the woman performs a ritual called 
a kut. My curiosity was now thoroughly 
aroused and I asked if it would be 
possible for me to attend her kut. When 
Mrs. Pak hesitated, I realized 1 had put 
her in an awkward position; evidently 
she felt an audience would not be 
welcome. Nevertheless, she agreed to tell 
me the outcome of her visit. In the 
meantime, 1 decided to do a little 
research on the subject of the mudang.

The library at Camp Henry in Taegu 
had no shortage of books on Korean 

history and culture. The word shaman 
(mudang), 1 read, comes from a 
Tunguso-Manchurian word, saman, 
which means “one who knows.” The 
practice of shamanism evolved in Asia 
in the Neolithic period and the Bronze 
Age and the primitive Mumun people 
who occupied what is now Korea 
practiced a crude form of animism 
which was a mixture of demonology and 
nature worship. They saw natural phe­
nomena as the workings of deities and 
they worshiped the sun and ancestral 
spirits. Archaeologists have found 
evidence of shamanistic practices in 
North and South America, southeastern 
India, Australia, parts of northern Asia 
and among Ural-Altaic and Paleo-Asian 
people. Nomadic groups migrating from 
lands bordering what is now North 
Korea carried their beliefs to Japan 
where they were incorporated into the 
Shinto religion, a faith that emphasizes 
ancestor worship.

The shamans gradually developed 
a whole pantheon of gods, their hi­
erarchies and rituals varying from cult 
to cult. This primitive belief system is 
generally known as Singyo and its 

45
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fundamental tenet holds that the good 
life depends on proper relations between 
spirits and human beings.

Some of the chief spirits with whom 
one must stay on good terms are the 
mountain spirit, or san-shin, and the 
roof beam spirit, or sung-ju. The most 
powerful god, Taedol, believed to reside 
in the largest roof beam of a house, 
demands great respect from the entire 
household. Tokkaebi is a mischievous 
but harmless god, a trickster who rarely 
brings misfortune. In fact, an encounter 
with him sometimes brings good luck. 
Discarded household items, such as a 
cooking utensil or broom, or anything 
stained with human blood may harbor 
this entity. Occasionally he appears in 
the guise of a legless or one-legged man.

There are many beneficent spirits as 
well. One is believed to occupy the 
human-shaped ginseng root and is 
credited with ginseng tea’s rejuvenating 
and tonic effect. Each person is believed 
to have a benevolent personal protector 
in the form of a guardian goddess or 
sonang. The mudangs have their own 
protectress, Mansin Sinju (mansin is 
the formal term for a shaman), whose 
name literally means master of 10,000 
gods’ bodies.

Countless lesser spirits and gods take 
an active interest in the daily lives of 
human beings. The prudent person 
shows respect for these spirits from time 
to time by offering token gifts; else he 
pays for his dereliction with illness or 
other misfortune.

Historians have found ancient written 
references to shamanism. One of the 
oldest appears in the records of Yuri, 
the second king of Koguryo, who in the 
year One B.C. consulted a shaman 
about ill health. From A.D. Four to 

A.D. 24, a shaman reigned as second 
king of the Silla Kingdom. He was 
Namhae Chajaung; the latter name is an 
old dialectical word meaning shaman.

• • •

WHEN MRS. PAK returned 
after her appointment with the 
mudang, she described the ritual for 

me. First of all, she said, she presented 
the mudang with offerings for the 
spirit—apples, persimmons and rice. 
The mudang, who traditionally wears a 
hat, often red, adorned with feathers, 
lighted a candle and a stick of incense 
and placed them on a small table in one 
corner of the room. She picked up two 
fans and as if on signal, a man seated 
in the room began to beat a drum 
slowly. The mudang started to sing. 
Mrs. Pak demonstrated, chanting in a 
low quavering monotone and rocking 
from one foot to the other. As the 
mudang entered a trance state, she 
began to rock faster, then to whirl as 
the drumbeat grew louder and faster. 
Finally, she sank in a heap, the drum­
beat ceased and the ritual was over.

After a few moments the mudang 
roused and explained the source of 
Mrs. Pak’s mother-in-law’s trouble. 
The problem lay with ancestral spirits 
who felt neglected; their graves had not 
been visited since the previous Chu Sok 
(a harvest festival celebrated each fall). 
They were manifesting their displeasure 
by making Mr. Si’s mother ill. Mrs. 
Pak’s offerings had propitiated then- 
anger, however, and the mudang 
assured Mrs. Pak that her mother-in- 
law would soon recover. I asked if this 
had happened. Mrs. Pak replied that her 
mother-in-law had eaten some rice and 
kimchi and was talking again. The 
mudang, my housekeeper informed me, 
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almost always achieved satisfactory 
results.

I wondered if our houseboy, whom 
I knew to be a Buddhist, also used the 
services of a shaman. He is an outgoing 
man and accustomed to Westerners’ 
curiosity about Oriental things; I knew 
he wouldn’t mind my asking. He replied 
that he felt the need to consult a mudang 
several times a year. He makes his most 
important visit each January to receive 
a prediction of events in the coming 
year. He assured me that the mudang 
is more or less accurate.

The most impressive thing he told me 
about was a mudang’s prediction of the 
birth of his son 17 years ago. Already 
the father of two daughters, Mr. Pak 
greatly desired a son. In Korea sons 
are valued so highly that a woman is 
scarcely considered a mother unless she 
has borne at least one male child. The 
mudang’s accurate prediction so pleased 
Mr. Pak that he patronized her regularly 
until she moved away. Now he consults 
any convenient mudang. Their houses 
are easy to find; they are often marked 
with a piece of red cloth hanging from 
a tree near the door.

Mr. Pak’s description of the kut 
tallied with Mrs. Pak’s except in a few 
details. He said the mudang usually 
wears a long red dress and waves a 
bamboo pole or shakes pieces of cloth 
in the air as she dances. He pantomimed 
a gesture the mudang makes to represent 
prayer, rubbing his palms together in a 
circular motion. The kut can last 
anywhere from 15 minutes to several 
days but usually takes less than an hour. 
Mr. Pak said he often pays a mudang 
as much as 10,000 won (about $13.00) 
in addition to the spirit offerings.

When I asked him to describe any 

other instances of help a mudang 
rendered, Mr. Pak spoke of a time when 
he had a run of general bad luck. He 
was bothered by back pain, his children 
were doing poorly in school and his wife 
was angry all the time. He knew a visit 
to a mudang was in order.

The shaman performed a kut and 
determined the root of the trouble. It 
lay with the sung-ju, the spirit that 
occupied a roof beam in Mr. Pak’s 
home. The roof-beam spirits, according 
to Mr. Pak, are extremely important to 
the family fortunes and hold sway over 
everything that affects the life of the 
master of the house. In this instance, 
offerings of fruit, grain, fabric and a 
chicken appeased the sung-ju and 
almost immediately peace and harmony 
were restored in Mr. Pak’s household.

Everything I read about shamanism 
implied that in modern Korea the 
practice has largely died out except in 
small rural communities and among the 
poorly educated. This is inaccurate— 
as I learned when I began teaching 
conversational English to five Korean 
college students, the sons and daughters 
of affluent, well-educated families.

One night during the class I intro­
duced the topic of shamanism and 
invited comments. To my surprise, all 
of the students were familiar with the 
workings of the mudang and four of 
the five had witnessed or participated in 
a kut at least once. This was unexpected; 
all but one of the group are Christians. 
Park Chui Hun, a Presbyterian, told me 
that one of Korea’s most respected 
writers, Kim Dong Ri, wrote a novel 
titled Ul Wha (Bird Fire) about the 
conflicts between shamanism and 
Protestantism. The book has become a 
modem classic in Korea.
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Kim Bong Ho, son of a wealthy 
businessman, told me that his father 
regularly seeks a mudang’s advice 
regarding his business concerns. Her 
recommendations are usually helpful 
and his father wouldn’t dream of 
making an important decision without 
first conferring with her.

One of the most interesting aspects of 
shamanism in Korea is the fact that 
most mudangs are women and the gift 
frequently is handed down from mother 
to daughter. This seems odd in Korea 
where man is king and woman for the 
most part plays a secondary role. There 
are a few male shamans, I learned 
from another student, Kim Jun Kwon. 
Occasionally these are men suffering 
from some physical deformity or hand­
icap such as a harelip, blindness or extra 
fingers. The pacsu mudang, as the 
male shaman is called, rarely reaches a 
state of ecstasy which permits him to 
communicate with the spirits. Generally 
he acts as a sort of go-between for the 
mudang and her client, negotiating 
terms of payment and suggesting appro­
priate offerings.

DESPITE (or perhaps because of) 
my housekeeper’s refusal to take 
me to her mudang, I still wanted to 

consult one and witness the kut myself. 
My husband works closely with many 
Koreans and I hoped that one of them 
might be willing to arrange something. 
He enlisted the help of Mr. Chu, a 
civilian working for the U. S. Depart­
ment of Defense. Although he personally 
doesn’t go to a mudang, Mr. Chu 
explained, his wife patronizes them 
regularly. He would see if he could set 
up an appointment.

Mr. Chu’s wife’s mudang readily 

agreed to come to our home and 
perform her ritual, an elaborate catered 
affair, for 160,000 won (about $200.00). 
Thinking this a bit steep, we asked 
Mr. Chu to shop around and compare 
prices.

Finally, on a rainy day in February 
1983, an appointment was set up for 
three o’clock in the afternoon with Mrs. 
Kim Po Sal. (Po Sal is a title meaning 
“devout Buddhist teacher and interme­
diary between man and the deity.”)

Finding one’s way around is difficult 
in Korea because most of the streets 
are unnamed, so Mr. Chu agreed to 
accompany us and act as interpreter. 
After directing my husband through 
Taegu’s busy streets for about 15 
minutes, Mr. Chu indicated he should 
pull over and park near a public tele­
phone. After making a call, he returned 
to the car. In a few minutess a teenaged 
girl, the mudang’s daughter, joined us 
and from the backseat began to point 
the way. Soon we parked on a side street 
and followed the girl through a maze of 
alleys. She stopped at a masonry arch 
marked by a tall bamboo stalk, one 
symbol for a shaman's residence, and 
motioned us inside. We crossed a paved 
courtyard, removed our shoes and 
stepped into the mudang’s home.

I looked around curiously as we 
waited for the mudang. We were in a 
very small room with walls on the right 
and left covered by curtains. Opposite 
the door was a raised altar or shrine, 
also curtained, set with candles, or­
naments and a backdrop painting of 
various deities. A framed photograph of 
a statue of Buddha stood on one side 
of the shrine.

From the left rear comer the mudang 
entered through a drawn-back curtain. 
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She was a tiny, smiling, one-eyed 
woman wearing a sweater and bloomer­
like trousers gathered at the ankles. She 
was accompanied by two other women 
who sat quietly at one side. Introduc­
tions were made and the mudang 
indicated that we were to be seated on 
the floor. As we sat down Mr. Chu 
unobtrusively placed several bills (8000 
won, about $10.00) on the shrine.

The mudang first asked for our birth 
dates—both my husband and I were 
born in 1948—and then she said that 
those born in that year, a Year of the 
Rat, were blessed with wisdom, patience 
and diligence. Then she asked Mr. Chu 
about our problem. He explained that 
we were neither ill nor troubled but 
desired a general reading.

The mudang set to work, lighting the 
candles and a joss stick on the shrine. 
Then seating herself behind a low 
“chop” table,*  she began to finger a 
bracelet-length string of amber beads. 
At the same time she started to sing in 
a monotonous ululating tone. From 
time to time the pitch varied sharply 
and she placed the beads on the table, 
swirling them over its surface. After 
perhaps three or four minutes of this, 
she whistled piercingly and began to 
speak.

*A “chop" table is an American colloquialism for the 
Korean dining table. Either round or rectangular, it is very 
low (12 to 15 inches high) because Koreans customarily 
sit on the floor.

Mr. Chu whispered to us that the 
whistle was from her “spirit friend,” the 
soul of a child of three or four, and that 
contact had been made. The mudang 
said that my husband’s father had been 
dead for many years. Mr. Chu trans­
lated and we confirmed this. She went 
on to say that he had had a severe 
headache at the time of his death. This 

was astonishing; he had died of an 
aneurysm near the brain. She said that 
his spirit was still in pain and that we 
must pray for him. We agreed to do so 
and the mudang resumed her chant.

After a moment, she whistled again, 
then broke off and spoke rapidly to Mr. 
Chu. He turned to us and said the 
mudang had stated that my moth',.' was 
dead, her death had been sudden, and 
her spirit was confused and unhappy 
and could not reach heaven. She also 
needed prayer. Again we were surprised 
by the mudang's accuracy. My mother 
had committed suicide years before and 
the spirit of such an unfortunate person 
is generally supposed to be lost and 
miserable.

The mudang went on to say that my 
husband and 1 had fought once and I 
had wanted a divorce but had changed 
my mind. As this was vague and 
probably true of most married couples, 
I asked if the mudang had any specific 
predictions for our future. She chanted 
and rubbed the beads for a few minutes, 
then began to shudder violently and 
pound her chest. She continued to sing, 
clutching her chest and occasionally 
slapping the top of her head.

In a few minutes she began to speak 
and Mr. Chu translated. The mudang 
was warning me of future illness in the 
chest area, perhaps involving the heart, 
and she predicted I would be troubled 
by headaches. Also she believed we 
would be returning to the United States 
very soon. I do suffer from headaches 
but my heart is perfectly sound— 
although my family has a history of 
heart disease. Our stay in Korea was 
scheduled to end in July 1984— 
relatively, if not very, soon.

I urged Mr. Chu to have the mudang 
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tell us more. Once again she started to 
sing and handle the beads but almost 
immediately stopped and muttered 
something. Mr. Chu translated that the 
mudang’s spirit friend had ceased 
communication. Furthermore, she was 
due at a meeting, a sort of full-dress 
convention of mudangs from all over 
the area, where they would chant and 
pray together until the small hours of 
the morning.

We rose, exchanged bows and thanks 
and left. If I was a little disappointed 
at the general informality and lack 
of pomp, compared to shamanistic 
activities I had read about, I was 
impressed with the mudang’s accuracy 

in most of her statements. It is clear that 
the mudang provides the services of 
medium, priest, astrologer and family 
counselor. It’s easy to understand 
why these women continue to play an 
important role in Korea today.

During the remainder of my stay in 
this country, I hope to learn more about 
shamanism. It’s evident that this ancient 
mystical religion, which has been out­
lawed by the government from time to 
time and which has no clergy, no formal 
creed and no scripture, is still an active 
force. Practiced by both ignorant and 
educated people, whether Christian or 
Buddhist, shamanism is alive and well 
in Korea.

THE REAL CASK OF AMONTILLADO
By Richard L. Senate

Massie had been well loved by his 
fellow officers and at his death they 
banded together to punish Green. 
He was plied with wine and lured into

í i'T’HE CASK of Amontillado” by
1 Edgar Allan Poe is a horror tale 

of the first magnitude. It ends with the 
terror-stricken victim walled up alive. 
Few persons know that this story was 
not totally a figment of Poe’s imagina­
tion. It was based on an actual incident.

Edgar Allan Poe was a private in the 
army in 1827 stationed at Fort Indepen­
dence outside Boston Harbor. It was 
here he heard rumors of a horrible 
crime. Ten years before, in 1817, a Lt. 
Robert Massie and a Captain Green had 
fought a duel. Green, the base bully, 
was a skilled swordsman who had lured 
other soldiers into duels and sent them 
to early graves. Green accused Massie 
of cheating at cards and in the duel 
the lieutenant fell before Green’s 
murderous blade. 

one of the fort’s many dungeons. 
There he was chained in a small cell 
and walled up alive to die a horrible 
death.

When officers at the fort learned that 
Private Poe was interested in the tale, 
the fort commander called the author 
into his office and ordered him not to 
retell the story. Poe of course did write 
the story but he set it in Italy.

In 1908 when old Fort Independence 
was undergoing repair, some walls were 
taken down. In a small windowiess 
chamber, workmen found a chained 
skeleton with shreds of an officer’s 
uniform clinging to its bones.
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FUTURE TRAGEDY
By Ruth W. Paton 

FROM TIME to time I have had 
prophetic dreams or nightmares. 

Some dreams concerned major news 
events while others involved the fate 
of friends.

As the frequency of such dreams 
increased during the late 1960’s, I grew 
ever more troubled by the question of 
whether I should tell the people 1 was 
dreaming about or whether I should 
keep silent even in the face of impending 
tragedy.

I sought counsel from my minister, 
the Rev. Neil Frank Hax of Unity 
Church in Ingleside, Calif. He gave me 
some sound advice on how to judge 
whom to tell and when to keep such 
information to myself. His last words 
to me were, “If you ever dream about 
me, tell me, no matter what!”

Such a dream occurred within the 
month!

In that nightmare I was riding in the 
back of his station wagon yet not really 
with him. Reverend Hax was driving 

himself and his out-of-town visitor to 
San Diego. They had started the trip 
south after midnight, in order to arrive 
in that city for early breakfast. The car 
radio sounded an alert about unsafe 
conditions on the San Diego freeway, 
where we were headed. Hax did not 
seem to hear the alert or my entreaties, 
“Please stop! Turn back!”

Soon his station wagon was involved 
in a terrible multiple accident. The 
minister lay critically injured; his friend 
was dead and the wagon was totally 
destroyed. I was standing aside watch-

Ruth W. Paton
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ing all this. I glanced at the time—it was 
3:30 A.M.

I awoke in a cold sweat. 1 peered at 
my bedside clock which read 3:15.1 sat 
bolt upright when I remembered that 
Hax and his friend were making a trip 
to San Diego and planned to be in that 
city for early breakfast. That meant they 
were leaving now or had already gone!

With shaking hands I picked up the 
phone and dialed my minister’s number. 
The phone rang and rang. Just as 1 was 
about to hang up, Hax’s familiar voice 
answered. All I managed to gasp was, 
“I just had a dream about you. Please 
don’t leave until after 3:30.” He 
answered, “All right, I won’t. Thank 
you.” He never even asked me for the 
details of my dream.

Three days later, after his return from 
the trip, Hax called and asked, “Did 
you see us in an accident?” He told me 
about the aftermath of a multiple acci­
dent they had passed on the south San 
Diego freeway, from which ambulances 
and fire trucks were just beginning to 
pull away.

It was the exact location I had seen 
the accident in my dream. Would my 
minister and his friend have been in 
that crash at 3:30 A.M. if I had not 
called?—Orlando, Fla.

CHRISTMAS PREMONITION 
By Sally Ann Morris

I AWOKE suddenly and found myself 
sitting up in bed. My heart was racing 
and I could feel a kind of pulling sensa­

tion in the back of my neck. 1 looked 
over to the other side of the bed and 
realized my husband Stan had already 
left for work. The luminous hands on 
the clock said 2:30 A.M. It was the early 
hours of Christmas Eve 1982.

My brain began to focus on all the 
final preparations I had to make for 
Christmas Day. I had better get some 
rest. 1 realized that I had slept for about 
two hours and with so much work left 
to do, rest was essential.

I lay back, my head resting on the 
edge of the pillow. 1 could still feel the 
pulling sensation in my neck. Suddenly 
without warning my body flipped over 
to the right side. Strange, I thought; I 
rarely sleep on that side. I could hear 
the grandfather clock ticking away in 
the living room. It sounded the hour of 
3:00 A.M.

I started to feel that pulling in the 
back of my neck again. I had an intense 
feeling that something was going to 
happen.

I jumped up and switched on the 
ceiling light. The room was still. I 
decided to make a thorough house 
check. I found nothing amiss. When 1 
was finished, I stood in the hall looking 
for a minute out the back door. Some­
thing bad was going to happen—but 
what? I tried harder to concentrate. Was 
it a robbery or a fire? 1 decided I’d 
better get back into bed and try to get 
some rest. It was already after four.

I climbed back into bed into my usual 
position with my back to the rear of the 
house. I had just settled myself when 
without warning my body flipped over 
to face the back of the house. This 
was really getting to me now. I was 
trembling all over and my mind was 
whirling.

Unable to sleep, I decided to go 
outside to check. I found the big flash­
light and donned my robe and slippers. 
I would start with the back of the house 
because that was where all this energy 
was focused.



TRUE MYSTIC EXPERIENCES 53

I walked to the far comer of our 
property where the shed stood. It was 
locked. I walked all along the wall where 
the green vinyl back fence stood and I 
looked over into the neighbor’s yard 
which connects with ours. Again the 
terrible feeling swept over me. I began 
to shiver.

This was not the first time 1 had had 
a premonition. Experience had taught 
me to take such things seriously. This 
one was not as clear as some of the 
others, but it would not let me be.

Once inside, I lay down in bed and 
tried again to sleep. But before I knew 
it, my body flipped over to face the back 
of the house. I had an impression of 
fire. This was insane!

I don’t know how long I lay there. 
The grandfather’s clock now chimed the 
hour of six. How would I be able to 
function tomorrow? I kept thinking of 
the thing that was going to happen. 
Whatever it was, it had to do with the 
back of the house; of this I was certain.

I tried to relax but instead I jumped 
up and out of bed and grabbed the 
flashlight. I went through the entire 
routine again. It was lighter out now 
and I still was the only one out here at 
dawn on the day before Christmas. The 
pulling sensation in the back of my neck 
wouldn’t stop. What was it trying to 
tell me?

At seven o’clock, as I lay in bed 
facing the back of the house, I finally 
dozed off. At 7:55 the phone rang. It 
was my husband Stan.

“Aren’t you up yet fixing the turkey 
and making the Polish babkas?” he 
asked.

“Well, I just got to sleep at seven,” 
I said. I told him the story of the 
night’s events.

“So did anything happen?”
“Well, no, but I still have this awful 

feeling and you know that this has 
happened to me before.”

“Yes, but I think you’re overtired and 
anyway, look how much sleep you lost 
and nothing happened.”

He was right, of course. I forced 
my tired body up to make ready for 
the day’s events. Moments later the 
phone rang again.

My son Brian answered. The caller 
was a friend whose father is a captain 
of the local fire department.

Brian’s friend said there was a fire on 
Willow Avenue, which is the street 
directly in back of us. Now I could hear 
the fire trucks, the ambulance and the 
sirens. I looked through the window in 
the back door and could see the black 
cloud of smoke rising up from the house 
directly behind us. As soon as the 
firemen got there, they began breaking 
windows. I stood there staring in 
disbelief.

Later I learned that my neighbor died 
in the fire, although her sons managed 
to escape the flames.

When the firemen came over later to 
ask me what I knew about the fire, I 
realized I couldn’t tell them about my 
frightening premonition. All I could do 
was feel sorry that such a terrible 
tragedy had happened.—North Arling­
ton, N.J.

ANXIETY
By Louise M. Turmenne

AT 1:00 A.M. on June 26, 1980, 
I awoke from a deep sleep. An 
overwhelming anxiety gripped me. I got 

out of bed and paced the darkened 
living room floor for what seemed an 
eternity.
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Louise Turmenne and her father

1 had no idea why I was so alarmed. 
I kept looking out the windows wonder­
ing if there was a prowler out there. 
There wasn’t. But the tension continued 
to mount and 1 started weeping. Then 
as suddenly as the anxiety had come, it 
was gone. 1 was calm once more. Per­
plexed, I returned to bed at 3:00 A.M. 
and soon fell asleep.

The next morning my mother Rita 
Benedix came over to tell me that she 
had taken my father Alfred to the 
hospital the night before. He had had 
a heart attack in the middle of the night.

I asked her what time this happened.
She said my father had begun experi­

encing pressure in his chest at one 
o’clock and was having some difficulty 
breathing. His condition deteriorated 
steadily until he could no longer bear the 
pain. Mother rushed him to the hospital 
at that point. It was then 3:00 A.M.

My father had a triple bypass opera­
tion and quickly recovered.— Winter 
Park, Fla.

MUSIC THROUGH SPACE
By Marjorie A. King

)ECEMBER 7, 1974, was a chill, 
gray Saturday. That morning I was 

in my gloomy basement doing laundry 
when suddenly a strain of music came 
into my head, so intense and sweet 
that it seemed as if a live orchestra 
were playing. I looked up at the rows 
of exposed pipes, wondering vaguely 
if they might somehow be conducting 
the sound.

I recognized the haunting melody as 
a well-known classical piece, with the 
dominant instrument a violin, but I 
could not precisely identify the work or 
the composer. The music played inside 
my mind all the rest of the day and I 
promised myself that I would search out 
its identity someday soon. But over the 
busy holiday weeks that followed I 
forgot all about the matter.

Our older son Richard arrived home 
for Christmas, on holiday leave from 
the army. From the shape of the gaily- 
wrapped package I had already guessed 
what he was giving me. But a peculiar 
feeling went up my spine as I tore off 
the paper and ribbon and opened the 
record album. There on top lay the first 
of three violin concertos: Mendelssohn’s 
Concerto in E Minor.

“Do you like it, Mom?” he asked. “I 
was pretty sure you didn’t have any of 
these . . . His grin wavered from 
happiness to uncertainty.

I assured him that I was delighted— 
but my facial expression had obviously 
betrayed the astonishment I felt. I knew 
with certainty that this was the very 
melody I had “heard” so clearly three 
weeks earlier.

Everyone looked at me oddly as I 
tried to explain the circumstance. We 
quickly established that Richard had 
purchased the album in a mall in 
Washington, D.C., on that very same 
Saturday forenoon.—Janesville, Wis.
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LOVE IS FOREVER
By Elinor B. Douyon

O
NE EVENING in 1963, my last 
year in my native New York, I 
went to buy a newspaper. While waiting 

for the newsstand attendant, I noticed 
a shiny object on the ground. When 
I picked it up, I saw that it was a 
beautiful St. Joseph’s medal. Although 
I am not a Catholic, the medal seemed 
to exude an aura of tranquility and love, 
which prompted me to put it in my 
purse where it remained for some time.

In 1964 and early 1965 I spent some 
time in Syracuse, N.Y., with my family 
and friends. Johnny Solomon, a dear 
friend for many years, lived there. 
Johnny and I had almost married in 
1944 but circumstances had intervened 
and that hadn’t happened. Nonetheless 
our love prevailed over the years—not 
a youthful, passionate love but one 
more enduring, which lives on still. 
We saw each other often and I never 
imagined the world without him in it.

Early one snowy February morning 
my sister Barbara Krupa called to tell 

me she had just read of Johnny’s 
sudden death of a heart attack the 
previous evening. Her voice sounded 
almost disembodied as I listened speech­
less with shock and disbelief.

The three days of his wake were 
almost unbearable. Before his casket 
was closed, I wanted to put something 
of mine in his hand. I took out the 
medal, gently laid it in the coffin and 
kissed him for the last time.

Av

Elinor B. Douyon
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Later that day I kept a doctor’s 
appointment in an unfamiliar part of 
the city. As I stood on a comer waiting 
for a bus, once again I glimpsed a shiny 
object at my feet. There, half-covered 
with dingy snow, was an exact duplicate 
of the St. Joseph’s medal I had placed 
in Johnny’s dead hand only three 
hours earlier.

Since that day I have not doubted 
that our loved ones never really leave 
us. I know Johnny was trying to tell me 
that he would always be with me.— 
Reno, Nev.

THE MAN IN THE PICTURE
By Barbara Collins

THE HOUSE where 1 was born was 
nearly 200 years old. It was built 
by my great-grandfather William Scott 

who arrived in the Red River Valley 
with the pioneers who settled Selkirk, 
Manitoba. At that time there was always 
the danger of an Indian attack, so 
Great-Grandfather Scott built a trap­
door in the front hallway; it led down 
into a tunnel which ran underground for 
several hundred feet and emerged at the 
bank of the Red River. Here, hidden in 
the foliage, canoes were kept, in case my 
ancestors had to flee for their lives.

We also had closets with false backs 
which, when slid open, revealed long, 
narrow passageways that ran the length 
of the house. We called these passage­
ways hidey-holes.

Eleanor Scott, my mother, had an 
absolute terror of spiders and as a result 
she had never fully explored these areas, 
which were infested with various multi­
legged horrors.

My grandparents William and Jo­
sephine Scott had been dead for several 
years when my mother and father

Clifford were married. My father had 
no pictures of his parents, so my mother 
had never seen them.

One night in late 1952, when I was 
only a few weeks old, I started crying 
and wouldn’t settle down. Mom took 
me into her bed and cuddled me beside 
her. Quite content with this loving atten­
tion, I soon went to sleep. Mom fell 
asleep shortly afterward.

Sometime later that night she came 
awake suddenly. She never knew what 
it was that woke her but immediately she 
felt a presence in the room. The 
bedroom was dark, with just a shaft of 
moonlight coming through the window. 
Just out of the beam of light she could 
make out the shape of a man standing 
near the bed.

She tried desperately to wake Dad but 
it was almost as if he were in a coma. 
She couldn’t rouse him.

Gradually the figure moved nearer to 
the bed and stood directly in the moon­
light. Then she saw his face clearly. He 
reached down and patted her hand. 
“Please don’t be afraid,” he said. “I 
just wanted to see my granddaughter.” 
With that he bent down and kissed me, 
then vanished into thin air.

Mom immediately sat up and started 
screaming. Dad woke up right away and 
when Mom was calm enough to speak 
coherently, she told him what she had 
seen. When she described the man to 
him, he turned deathly pale but would 
say only that she had been dreaming and 
should go back to sleep.

The next morning she told the house­
keeper, Mary Harcus, about her 
encounter. When she was finished, 
Mary said, “Do you know that you’ve 
just described your husband’s father 
perfectly?”
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Several years later, in 1957 or 1958, 
Dad bought Mom a vacuum cleaner 
from a door-to-door salesman. The 
salesman claimed that this vacuum 
could clean anything, so Mom decided 
to put it to the test. This would be the 
perfect time to explore the hidey-holes. 
The vacuum could take care of any 
spiders lurking there.

She was about halfway along the first 
passageway when she came upon a stack 
of old cartons and boxes. From the 
amount of dust and grime on them, she 
knew that they hadn’t been disturbed in 
years. Dad came in to help her move the 
find into the bedroom, where the light 
was better.

Inside, they found some old clothing, 
papers and photographs. Some of the 
photos were at least 50 years old, as one 
could tell from the style of clothes worn 
in them. Suddenly Mom gasped in 
astonishment. In one of the pictures was 
the man she had seen in the bedroom 
five years earlier!

“Who’s this man?” she asked Dad.
“Why, that’s my father when he was 

a young man,” Dad replied.
“Well, that’s the man who was in our 

bedroom.”
“That’s impossible,” Dad declared. 

“He died over 20 years ago.”—McLeod 
Lake, B.C., Canada.

JEALOUS GHOST DOG
By Elizabeth Dennis

IN FEBRUARY 1984 my 12-year-old 
elkhound died of lung cancer. Pup 
was my faithful companion and my best 

friend. She went everywhere with me 
and slept in my bedroom at night. She 
was also very jealous of any other dog 
that came near me.

In April I brought home a four-

Elizabeth Dennis

month-old collie puppy named Molly. 
Everything was all right during the day. 
But when I brought the puppy into my 
room that night, her hair stood on end, 
her eyes bulged out and she ran out of 
the room squealing.

That night I dreamed that Pup was 
guarding my room and that she had no 
intention of letting another dog take 
over her bedroom.

To this day Pup won’t let the other 
dog in the room. The little puppy just 
stands at the door and peeks in, then 
barks and runs down the hall.

I guess I’ll have to talk to Pup and 
hope she makes friends with my new 
pet.—Highland, N.Y.

PHANTOM PORTER 
By Miriam M. Page

IN 1948 MY sister Mildred Smith and 
I took a train from San Francisco to 
Denver. In the wee hours of the 

morning the train pulled out of Ogden, 
Utah. As I sat by the window looking 
out into the darkness, 1 dozed off. But 
then Mildred’s voice woke me. 1 could 
hear her talking with someone.

When 1 opened my eyes, I noticed
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Miriam M. Page

that she was speaking with the porter. 
He was a tall, lanky, dark man whose 
white jacket and porter’s cap gleamed 
in the semidarkness. Standing directly 
behind him was another porter, a 
dwarflike man who was a shade lighter 
in color. His nose, on such a small face, 
was almost grotesque. He was looking 
up at the tall man as if he wanted to 
pass. He had such a scowl on his angry 
little face that I felt a little alarmed.

1 asked the tall man, “Who’s your 
friend?”

He laughed and said to Mildred, “She 
must be asleep.” Mildred laughingly 
remarked, “She always talks in her 
sleep.” So, turning once more to the 
window, I went back to sleep.

The following morning, after our 
long, tiring trip, we arrived in Denver. 
Our oldest sister Minnie had prepared 
a lovely breakfast for us. After we 
finished eating, I happened to glance 
out the kitchen window and saw a little 
girl playing in the yard. I ran to the 
window for a better look and I was 
startled.

“Minnie, whose child is that?” I 
asked.

“Mrs. Neal’s,” she said. “She lives 
next door. Why?”

“There was a porter on the train that 
looked exactly like that child, even the 
coloring and the nose. Does her father 
work for the railroad?”

“No, Babe,” Minnie said, “her 
father is dead. He was a porter on the 
railroad and they found him dead on the 
train.”—Denver, Colo.

BRIDGING THE GULF 
By Arlouine J. Davis 

MY HUSBAND Richard had been 
sick for a long time and I was used 

to his heavy, labored breathing. On the 
night of November 18, 1982,1 woke up 
hearing it.

I stared at the dark ceiling and 
listened for a moment. “Dick, is that 
you?” I asked.

“Yes,” he replied very clearly. 
“Where are you?” I asked, thinking 

he must be in the next room.
“I don’t know," he said. “I can’t see 

where I am.” I never gave it another 
thought because it was still night and he 
would find his way back into the room. 
I rolled over and went back to sleep.

The next morning, while drinking my 
breakfast coffee, 1 suddenly realized I 
had not been dreaming. We had had a 
very real conversation.

A great gulf had been bridged for at 
least three minutes. It did not matter 
that he could not see where he was. It 
only mattered that he had tried to reach 
me. He had been dead for well over 10 
months.—El Paso, Tex.



NOW THAT physicists take ball 
lightning seriously, Forteans may 
feel gratified—but their work is not 

done. They should be constantly re­
minding Establishment scientists that in 
the search for an acceptable explana­
tion, the most peculiar incidents are 
likely to be conveniently—and unfor­
tunately-ignored.

One forgotten case which exhibits 
extremely strange effects was reported 
by The Portsmouth Journal of Litera­
ture and Politics, a New Hampshire 
newspaper, on June 2, 1855. The event 
had occurred a few weeks earlier on 
“Great Chebraque Island”—probably 
a misspelling of Chebeague Island near 
Portland, Maine.

According to the news account: 
“A neighbor perceived a ball of fire 
apparently a foot in diameter, with a 
trail 30 yards long, descending upon the 
chimney of Captain Upton’s house, and 
immediately after a volume of smoke 
began to ascend as if the house was on 
fire.” The neighbor ran to the house 
and found its interior devastated “but 
not on fire.”

While eating supper, each of the six 
persons in the family had been thrown 
from his chair and badly bruised. Old

Mrs. Upton (presumably the grand­
mother) was knocked unconscious and 
sustained a cut to the bone on her arm. 
The lack of description of the others’ 
condition suggests that they too were 
rendered insensible.

All of the crockery and most of the 
windows in the house were shattered 
and five doors were demolished. The 
furniture had been tossed around and 
old Mrs. Upton’s chair had broken 
into 28 pieces. The account of the 
destruction goes on: “The sills of the 
house were cut off, a part of the under­
pinning removed, the foundation of the 
chimney blown out, and the cellar wall 
cut square through from top to bottom 
in several places.” A stone jar “was 
severed horizontally.” The top half 
was gone but the bottom half had 
not moved.

Most incredible of all, part of an 
intact window had been “cut out as if 
by the point of a diamond, just the size 
of a brick—two inches by eight— 
showing that a brick had been projected 
through it ‘quick as lightning.’ ”

This case has so many bizarre 
features—especially the fireless smoke— 
that we may well ask whether ball 
lightning has paranormal aspects.
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the hotel—but that was the least of the problems.

By Gloria Spencer

A BLAST of cold arctic wind greeted 
us that day in January 1948 as we 
stepped off the jet plane that had flown 

us from New York to Mexico City. My 
friend Geraldine Daley asked grimly, 
“Are you sure this is sunny Mexico?” 

I told her to cheer up. This was 
unusual weather for Mexico and was 
sure to clear up soon. We planned to 
spend three days in Mexico City, then 
fly on to Acapulco.

By the time we cleared immigration 
and customs, it was dark and we were 
exhausted. As we got into a waiting 
taxi, our Mexican driver asked, “Where 
to, Senoritas?”

I directed him to take us to some nice 
centrally-located apartment hotel. He 
nodded and we were off—on what was 
going to be the strangest experience 
of our lives.

Some minutes later our taxi screeched 
to a halt in front of a modem-looking 
hotel complete with black-and-white 
canopy and doorman. I asked the driver 
to wait as I dashed into the lobby and 
up to the desk.

“Do you have a two-bedroom apart­
ment available for three days?”

The desk clerk smiled. “But of 

course, Senorita,” he replied. “We have 
been expecting you.”

Expecting me? He must be mistaken, 
I thought. But I didn’t argue with 
him—I motioned to Geraldine to pay 
the driver and with the bellboy’s help 
we and our luggage boarded the 
elevator, which took us swiftly and 
silently to the seventh floor, to a 
tastefully-arranged apartment with a 
fireplace and logs ready to be lighted 
and a fully-stocked bar in the comer of 
the living room.

“Very nice, just lovely,” Geraldine 
and 1 said in practically the same breath. 
“But, my God,” I added, “it’s cold 
in here.” I asked the bellboy to light 
the fire.

After he left, Geraldine and I looked 
at each other. Both of us suddenly felt 
depressed. What had gone wrong?

Geraldine slumped into an easy chair 
before the now roaring fire.

“Well, where is all the Mexican 
warmth and gaiety you promised me?” 
she asked irritably. “And where are all 
the other people?”

“People?” I said. “What people are 
you talking about?”

“The other guests. The lobby was 
deserted except for the man behind the 
desk and the bellboy.”
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“Frankly, Geraldine, I was too busy 
getting us registered to notice. We were 
lucky to find a vacancy so quickly.*' I 
asked if she wanted to unpack and 
shower before going out to dinner.

“God, no,” she said. “I’m much too 
tired and cold. I’m also hungry.” So we 
ordered sandwiches and hot coffee sent 
to our room.

As we waited, I wondered if I had 
been wrong to insist we come to Mexico 
on our vacation, while all the time 
Geraldine had really wanted to go to the 
island of Aruba. The carefree mood we 
had been in when we left New York had 
disappeared completely.

After eating we decided to retire for 
the night. The hotel had provided each 
bedroom with two soft but not very 
warm blankets. I tossed and turned in 
the cold until I finally lapsed into fitful 
sleep. Nebulous forms seemed to be 
hovering over me.

I awoke to hear my name being 
called. It was called four or five times, 
distinctly. The voice sounded as if it 
were coming from far away. I sat up in 
bed and called to Geraldine, “What do 
you want?”

After repeating the question several 
times and getting no answer, I reluc­
tantly got up, went down the hall to 
Geraldine’s room and angrily demanded 
to know what she wanted.

“I wasn’t calling you,” she 
whispered, “but someone is. Please see 
who it is.” She looked frightened.

“Damn!” I exclaimed as I ran out of 
her room and through the long dark 
living room.

No one was there—not at the door, 
not in the hallway. I reentered the 
apartment, bolting the door after me.

I had the uncanny feeling that hostile 

eyes were watching me and 1 dreaded 
going back through the living room. But 
I had to reach the warmth of my bed, 
so I raced back as if the devil were 
at my heels.

Trembling like a leaf, I climbed into 
bed and forced myself not to pull the 
covers over my head. Sheer exhaustion 
took over and 1 slipped back into sleep.

I have no idea how long I slept, but 
suddenly something aroused me and 
again I sat up in bed. There at the foot 
hovered a cloud which emanated intense 
cold and malevolence. I felt sheer terror.

Suddenly the cloud floated out my 
door and down the hall toward Ger­
aldine’s room.

Her scream freed me from my paral­
ysis and I sprinted toward her room 
dragging my robe behind me. I grabbed 
her hand and together we dashed 
through the apartment to the elevator.

The same clerk was in the lobby. We 
jabbered incoherently for a few minutes 
trying to explain what was happening in 
our apartment.

“1 am so sorry, Senoritas,” he said 
smoothly. “Your belongings will be 
brought down to you and you may 
change in the ladies’ room if you wish. 
I gather you will not be staying on in 
our lovely hotel. It really is a shame. No 
one ever stays more than just one night 
with us.” As he spoke these last words, 
he sighed.

“Because of your inconvenience, 
Senoritas, there will be no bill,” he 
went on. His words were courteous but 
his eyes were icy. “I can get you 
into another hotel for your remaining 
days or 1 can obtain reservations for 
your flight to Acapulco first thing 
this morning.”

We accepted his second offer.
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Geraldine and I had a lovely time in 
Acapulco, but the events in that Mexico 
City hotel cast a shadow over our stay.

On our return to Mexico City, on our 
last day in Mexico, Geraldine had a lot 
of last-minute shopping to do. I excused 
myself, telling her I would meet her at 
the Ritz Hotel for lunch at two o’clock.

I wanted to see that apartment again, 
this time in broad daylight, and look for 
some answers. I hopped into a taxi and 
told the driver to take me to the hotel. 
I couldn’t remember its name but 1 
well recalled where it was and what it 
looked like. I told the driver to go to 
Insurgentes Boulevard. The hotel was 
on Insurgentes.

Soon I recognized the huge FANTA 
sign which had been directly opposite 
our hotel. I told the driver to stop.

To my utter bafflement there was no 

hotel—only an empty lot which looked 
as if it had not been used in years.

“Where is the hotel that was here 10 
days ago?” I asked.

The driver looked at me with an 
expression that clearly conveyed what he 
was thinking: I was just another crazy 
gringa. “Senorita, I have been driving 
a taxicab for the last 20 years here 
in Mexico City,” he said. “There has 
never been an apartment hotel such as 
you describe in this area on Insurgentes 
Boulevard.”

Suddenly I found myself shivering 
in the hot morning sun as a chilly 
wind enveloped my body and heart and 
I heard once again that far-distant 
voice call through the icy corridors 
of my memory.

I turned and stumbled back to the 
safety of the waiting taxi.

4
A FEARSOME, SOMETIMES FATAL DISEASE

UPI science writer Lidia Wasowicz, 
in May 1984, described the work of 

a Stanford University researcher who is 
studying a disease described in the 
Middle Ages as "fearsome, sometimes 
fatal,” known then and now as love 
sickness.

Mary Wack, assistant professor of 
English specializing in medieval history, 
has applied to the National Institutes 
of Health for a grant to carry out a 
scholarly analysis of “this common and 
serious mental health problem.”

In studying medieval literature and 
medical writings, Wack found that “in 
the Middle Ages the medical community 
gave serious thought to a disease then 
rampant among the aristocracy: love.” 
Her definition for love sickness is “an 
obsessive fixation on another person.” 
She cites John Hinckley’s obsession 

with actress Jodie Foster which would 
be understandable in medieval terms 
and would be treated like a disease.

In early medieval times, only men 
suffered from love sickness but even­
tually women learned to suffer from 
the malady. “Then it was considered 
hysteria,” Wack said. During this 
period, it afflicted only the upper 
classes because those below were too 
busy surviving. By the Renaissance, 
however, the ailment of the heart 
appeared in rural areas and among the 
middle class.

The cure for men, according to 
Wack, was to get married—or sleep 
frequently with beautiful women and 
switch partners as often as possible. 
Women were advised to find distraction 
in games, food and music and to take 
frequent baths.



GHOSTS
OF 

CHRISTMAS 
PAST

Lying in my hospital bed, I moved back and forth 

in time, from a 20th-Century present to a 19th-Century yesterday. 
By Phyllis E. Cusick

IN DECEMBER 1979 I suffered a 
heart attack and was admitted to the 
intensive care unit of Bellaire Hospital 

in Bellaire, Ohio. When 1 was finally 
alone in the room 1 saw the usual care 
unit, complete with camera and monitor 
silently clicking away, revealing my vital 
heart signs etched in a ghostly shade of 
iridescent green. I soon fell asleep.

The next thing I heard was an urgent 
voice calling my name. “Phyllis! Phyl­
lis!” it said. “Wake up—I must tell you 
something!”

Reluctantly I opened my eyes. A 
woman wearing an old-fashioned bonnet 
tied beneath her chin with a broad 
ribbon stood by my bed. She was 
dressed in late-19th-Century clothing. 
She had black hair and large luminous 
eyes. Sure I was hallucinating, I closed 
my eyes.

“Phyllis, open your eyes,” her 
voice commanded. It seemed to be 
“speaking” in my mind. When again 1 
looked, I saw the woman with her hands 
outstretched as if to indicate she want­
ed me to go with her. But I didn’t want 

to go anywhere but to sleep, so 1 shut 
my eyes once more and the woman’s 
voice trailed away in the distance.

The next day was filled with the usual 
intensive care procedure which left me 
with little time to sleep. I felt no 
particular pain, just a great lassitude 
which allowed me to watch the activity 
in the room but kept me from any desire 
to participate.

I noticed that my room was fairly 
large, painted a neutral beige. At one 
side there was a fully-draped wall. I as­
sumed there was a window somewhere 
underneath all the colorful folds. The 
wall immediately in front of me held 
the camera that reported my every 
movement at the nurses’ station. The 
monitor was positioned behind my bed. 
Except for two chairs the room was 
empty of furniture.

But late in the afternoon the room’s 
dimensions began to change subtly. The 
window draperies were opened a few 
inches allowing the dying sun’s rays to 
penetrate the gloom but as the rays 
slowly diminished it seemed they 
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absorbed and carried with them a 
portion of my room.

Irritated at what I took to be an 
optical illusion, I turned my head and 
peered out into the hallway. To my 
surprise the walls there were filled 
completely with Christmas cards of all 
types. 1 noticed a plain brown-paneled 
door in an offset in the hall and it too 
was decorated in the holiday theme. 
I could barely make out all of the beau­
tiful things there; however, it 
was a “Christmas Hall” for very sick 
patients.

“How nice,” I thought dreamily. 
“How much work it must have taken 
to cover every inch of the walls and the 
door too.”

The door was odd-looking with its 
old-fashioned paneling painted dark 
brown, so out of place in the modern 
architecture of the patient rooms. And 
then I fell asleep.

When I awoke, the room was fairly 
dark, illuminated by reflected light, a 
feeble, flickering thing of no great pow­
er, coming from the outside hallway. 
Then I noticed the unusual quietness of 
the rooms and halls. I suddenly heard 
the faraway voices of many women as 
they clattered pans and chopped—these 
were kitchen sounds! Dear God, where 
was I? What was happening to me?

I pulled myself up in bed and studied 
my surroundings. My room was small 
and painted a dark poisonous-looking 
shiny green. No cameras and monitors 
existed. A table with a washbowl and 
pitcher stood in one comer and an 
old-fashioned oil lamp on a small 
chest stood in the other corner. Had 
I been changed to this old-fashioned 
room while I was asleep? Or was I hal­
lucinating?

At that moment 1 saw a small brown­
haired woman dressed in the late-1800’s 
clothes worn by the bonneted woman 
who had visited me yesterday. She was 
standing beside my bed and looking at 
me reproachfully.

“Phyllis,” she said, “you’ve been 
sitting up. You know you should not 
do that.”

“Where am I?” I asked. “What 
have you done to me? What is this 
all about?”

“Now, now, dear, try to be calm. 
You have been very ill—such a pity too 
during the Christmas season,” she said. 
“But the doctor thinks you should stay 
here at the hospital for a bit.”

“This is a hospital?”
“Of course, Phyllis, and I am your 

nurse. But come, come, lie down.”
Docilely I lay back in the bed while 

she bustled around fixing my covers. I 
gathered courage and asked her where 
the brown door across the hall led. She 
mumbled something about how “that 
door leads all over the place,” then gave 
me a final pat and left. I kept thinking 
about the door across the hall until at 
last 1 dozed off.

When I awoke, I found evening had 
approached and 1 was back in today’s 
world. My liquid dinner was served by 
a definitely 1979 nurse and my room 
was back to normal—or what 1 felt was 
normal. When I was given more pills to 
take, I recognized them as the ones I 
took at home for my heart condition. 
I was not getting any medication that 
would cause me to hallucinate, evidently. 
I tried to think of some normal explana­
tion for my experiences, but none 
occurred to me. I seemed to be between 
two worlds or planes. In fact, the 
Victorian part seemed more “real” to
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me than the 1979 period.

Deep evening approached and shadows 
formed in the highly sanitary and 
well-equipped intensive care room. I 
peeked over my shoulder and checked 
my heartbeats on the monitor. Every­
thing seemed fine and the jerky green 
lines appeared almost friendly in their 
assurance that I really was still alive. 
I lay back again and was almost 
immediately asleep.

1 awoke with a start. I was back in 
the Victorian room and it seemed to be 
quite late. The lamp on the old table 
spread its flickering light over the floor 
and cast strange shadows on the walls 
and ceiling. As I lay there drowsy and 
relaxed, I heard a group of people 
laughing and talking on the other side 
of the old dark door across from my 
room. 1 watched the door open and a 
number of girls and women wearing 
heavy jackets, woolen caps and long 
skirts came through, heading for the 
kitchen area. Again and again the door 
opened and shut and female figures 
darted past my door to the right. I had 
the impression of a Christmas party.

Again I became aware of the Christ­
mas decorations in the hallway. But now 
they were old-fashioned and utterly 
charming, much different from our 
modern decor. There were golden stars 
and silver stars of all sizes, plain white 
paper cutouts in beautiful designs, loops 
of interlocking paper rings in various 
colors and angels with stiff white robes 
and paper cutout printed faces—so 
many things that 1 could not take them 
all in. The hallway was a beautiful 
Christmas mosaic. It brought back to 
me the many old-fashioned Christmases 
I had spent with my father’s family 
and I felt the special flow of the 

coming event even though the hallway’s 
decoration prediction of Christmas had 
probably been fulfilled almost a centu­
ry before.

I glanced back at my room and ob­
served that Christmas had stopped at 
the door. No joyful expectations of the 
Christmas day to come were here—only 
an intense desire to live.

At last I slept again, rousing occa­
sionally as the party down the hall be­
came noisier, but I quickly slipped back 
into sleep. I found the sounds of peo­
ple celebrating a Christmas-to-come 
comforting even though I knew this 
Christmas probably had come and gone 
long, long ago. Or was this scene the 
reality of my present life? Was I living 
in the past or in the future? How does 
one tell?

I glanced at the decorated old door. 
It was slowly opening once more and my 
lady of the first night was walking 
silently across the hall and into my 
room, where she smiled and stretched 
out her hands to me. This time 1 smiled 
back and started to take her hands. But 
then I stopped suddenly. No, I thought, 
I cannot go with her. I have too many 
obligations to fulfill.

The lady must have read my thoughts 
because she slowly faded, leaving me 
alone in a 1979 intensive care urit. I was 
in the present. And at that moment a 
bevy of nurses entered my room and 
started to move my bed.

“Where are you taking me at this 
time of the night?” I asked.

“We need your room and you’re 
going to the regular care section,” one 
of the nurses said. “You don’t have to 
stay in intensive care any longer.”

I looked carefully at the hall when I 
was wheeled out of the room but 1 could 
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not see the door that had been so gaily 
covered with Christmas decorations. 
The walls were painted hospital beige in 
the comer where the brown door had 
been. My strange experience, it seemed, 
was over.

I am convinced now, as 1 was then, 
that it was an actual happening, not a 
hallucination. Somehow, I believe, I en­
tered a “time tear” which projected me 
back and forth between a long-gone 
yesterday and the present.

À
TREASURE FROM THE DEEP

IN JULY 1984, Barry Clifford, a 
deep-sea treasure hunter, claimed to 
have found the wreck of an 18th- 

Century pirate ship which may be 
loaded with $400 million in ivory, gold 
and jewels. He is certain it is the 
Whidah, captained by the notorious 
Black Sam Bellamy, which sank in a 
storm off Cape Cod in 1717.

Seeking permission to salvage the 
wreck, Clifford told Massachusetts’ 
Board of Underwater Archaeological 
Resources that the wreck lies beneath 
the sandy bottom of the Atlantic about 
three miles off Wellfleet on the western 
shore of the Cape. Clifford and the 
Board have not divulged the exact 
location, of course, and have taken 
steps to keep other treasure-seekers 
away. Board members admitted to 
being “very excited" by the find but no 
one is ready to verify it.

To add weight to his claim, Clifford 
presented two three-inch cannonballs 
and an X ray of a three-foot-long pirate 
sword with a coin three centimeters 
wide—the exact dimension of a gold 
doubloon—in its tip.
“I almost fell over backward when 

1 saw the sword,” said Clifford, an 
underwater excavator. “The sword is a 
treasure. It represents the way the 
pirates lived.”

Board officials said a final determi­
nation of the ship’s authenticity would 
have to await more convincing evidence 
but at least one member, Robert Cahill, 

said he believes Clifford has found 
Bellamy’s ship. Board Chairman 
Joseph Sinnott said, “We don’t have 
the title board from the back of the 
ship [reading] Whidah but we are 
very excited.”

Clifford told United Press Interna­
tional that Boston Public Library 
records show that after a 1717 trial 
which led to the hanging of six pirates, 
a man named Cyprian Southack tried 
to find the Whidah.

“The wreck is exactly where South­
ack said it was,” he said. “1 feel 
without question that we have found the 
Whidah.”

In addition to the sword with the coin 
in it, Clifford claims to have recovered 
four pre-1715 coins of different curren­
cies. This suggests they came from a 
pirate ship because a cargo ship would 
have contained all the same currency.

The National Geographic Society and 
the Smithsonian Institution have 
expressed interest in analyzing the 
artifacts, according to Clifford, but he 
is not planning any further excavation 
for at least two years. Once the salvage 
operation starts, it could take a decade 
of work to recover the ship and its 
treasure.

Skeptics point out that the artifacts 
Clifford produced may have come from 
one of hundreds of other shipwrecks in 
the area. Between 1717 and the 1800’s, 
as many as 200 ships came to grief along 
the treacherous Cape Cod coast.
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A skeptic who came to scoff but learned to

dowse confronts the age-old mystery of “water-witching.”

By Fran Adams
Reprinted with permission from 
The Mother Earth News* , copyright 1984 
by The Mother Earth News, Inc.,
P.O. Box 70, Hendersonville, N.C. 28791

T AST FALL, carrying a sparsely 
J—/ packed knapsack and all manner of 
misconceptions about dowsing. Mother 
Earth News staffer Fran Adams trekked 
off to the lovely Green Mountains of 
upstate Vermont to visit the Dowsing 
Center of America to seek out the truth 
behind the legendary forked willow

At convention of American Society of Dowsers novices are taught the technique 
by the use of the “Y-rod," fashioned in the form of the traditional branched fork. 
Author learned that it’s easy to dowse but not easy to explain how it works.
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Dowsers use a variety of tools in their work, including (clockwise from lower left) 
L-rods with handles, Y-rods, pendulums, bobbers and ordinary L-rods. Some 
successful dowsers, however, use instruments as simple as coat hangers or nails.

branch. She made two startling dis­
coveries: [1] that modern-day dowsers 
think there’s a whole lot more to their 
art than just snooping out water, and 
[2] that—son of a gun!—as far as she 
could tell, it really and truly . . . well, 
read Fran’s report to see for yourself 
what happened.

In mid-September, equipped with 
what I considered enough skepticism to 
ward off any potentially mind-boggling 
phenomena, 1 headed off to Danville, 
Vt., to attend the 23rd Annual Conven­
tion and the school of The American 
Society of Dowsers, Inc. Since I’d read 
in the brochure that the implausible- 
sounding theme for this year’s week-long 
event was “Dowsing: Steps in Higher 
Consciousness,” I figured I was in for 
little more than a few pleasant days of 

enjoying the fall colors and watching a 
bunch of spacey old codgers in overalls 
wander about in search of the Zen 
of water.

This mind-set (or more accurately, 
ignorance) left me totally unprepared 
for what I actually observed and 
absorbed during my brief but intensely 
thought-provoking sojourn in New 
England. For, as it turned out, I soon 
found myself far too busy trying to 
learn how to dowse (and then attempt­
ing to figure out what the heck it was 
that I’d just learned how to do) even to 
remember to enjoy the autumn land­
scape . . . until I was flying over it on 
my way home.

Now I realize that this may sound a 
bit confusing and—let’s face it—hokey 
to you unless, of course, you’re already 
a dowser. I mean, first I claim that I’m
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an avowed skeptic, and then I claim that 
I learned to dowse? What’s going on 
here . . . where did all that good, 
honest disbelief go? Well, the only thing 
I can tell you is that—when I found 
myself in the company of some of this 
country’s (and Canada’s) finest and 
most respected practitioners of the 
art—my reservations, like the fall flora, 
just didn’t seem as important as what 
these folks had to teach me.

The first thing I learned was that 
dowsers aren’t the aloof, overallclad 
social dropouts I’d imagined them to be. 
(In fact, the only overalls I saw all week 
were the ones I’d brought with me, 
thinking they’d help me blend in!) 
Rather, most of the folks I saw and 
spoke with were extremely friendly and 
down to earth. Maybe there used to 
be a stereotypical water diviner, but 
today’s dowsers come from all walks of 
life (they range from professionals to 
homesteaders) and most of them are 
well educated. At the convention I met 
a nurse from New York City ... a 
businessman from Atlanta ... an 
airline pilot (with his wife and two sons) 
from Montpelier, Vt. . . . a therapist 
from Danville ... a young filmmaker 
from Boston ... a carpenter-farmer 
from upstate New York . . . and a 
handful of students (on ASD scholar­
ships) from Washington, D.C. The 
only thing they all had in common 
was dowsing.

If I had to characterize them as a 
group, I’d say that dowsers are a warm, 
generous, concerned “family” of people 
who trust wholeheartedly in their 
divining abilities and who are always 
ready to use their special talents to help 
someone else. Moreover, ASD folk 
adhere to a strict code of ethics, 

believing that their activities should be 
used only to serve—as they say—“the 
good of the higher self.” In other 
words, whether searching for water, oil, 
minerals, health, earth energies or 
whatever, a dowser should never give in 
to greed or seek anything that he or she 
has no business exploring.

Indeed, most of them take very little 
payment for their services . . . and 
what money they do take, many donate 
to good causes. An example of a 
contemporary water diviner is Paul 
Sevigny, a practicing judge in Danville 
and the current president of ASD, who 
has located water for more than 650 
wells with his dowsing skill. All the 
money he made from that work has 
gone to local charities.

Water’s hardly the only thing that 
modem dowsers are after. For instance, 
some of the other speakers (besides 
Paul) at the convention were Bob 
Brewer, a Canadian who not only helps 
people find water but also claims a 
special prowess for dowsing racehorses’ 
legs to detect injuries before the animals 
are sold off the track . . . Dave 
Bagley, a researcher in parapsychology 
at the University of Oklahoma, who’s 
been divining for oil for the past 12 
years and has more than 450 successful 
wells to his credit . . . and Danville 
resident and the ASD school’s co- 
chairman Ed J as tram, a retired Texas 
Instruments engineer and a current 
pioneer in the realm of health dowsing, 
using the pendulum.

School cochairman Sig Lonegren, 
who has an M.A. in “Sacred Space” 
from Goddard College and is a re­
searcher in the British Isles, uses his 
talent to explore the mysteries of the 
earth’s energies beneath ancient ruins 
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and holy places. There was also a mime 
artist from New York City (a former 
student of Marcel Marceau), who 
travels all over Scandinavia with his 
performing dog Rufus, incorporating 
dowsing thought-forms in his act. (I’m 
not going to tell you what he did: You’d 
have to see it to believe it . . . and 
even then you might not be able to!) The 
list of dowsers-extraordinary—and 
ordinary—went on and on. By the end 
of the week, well over 500 diviners had 
descended on the tiny town of Danville.

Although I soon came to the conclu­
sion that most dowsers are quite normal 
and/or fascinating folk—and that some 
of them must be very good at what they 
do—I was still stuck wondering what the 
heck it is that they do. Fortunately, the 
two-day training school that preceded 
the actual convention was designed to 
answer this and the other questions I 
had up my sleeve. How? By offering 
basic instruction on how to perform the 
oldest form of dowsing known to man, 
water divining ... for the ASD 
theory is that only through the doing 
can a novice truly understand the art.

DURING THE lectures and field­
work of the intensive school pro­
gram, I heard repeatedly that with 

practice, patience, concentration and— 
above all—confidence, anyone could 
learn to dowse. (“Even me?” I won­
dered.) I was also told that every diviner 
should be adept at using the basic tools: 
(1) the Y-rod, fashioned in the form of 
the “classic” forked branch, (2) L-rods, 
two right-angled metal rods, (3) the 
pendulum, a weight hung like a plumb 
from the end of a string or a chain, and
(4) the bobber, a long, flexible shaft 
that’s weighted at one end with a coil.

These tools didn’t have to be elaborate: 
A number of students made their own, 
using wire coat hangers as L-rods, a nail 
or a pendant on a string as a pendulum, 
or a radio antenna as a bobber. (I 
bought my tools from ASD.)

According to most of the teachers at 
the school, it’s a good idea to begin by 
learning the simplest form of dowsing, 
water divining, using ail the tools. Then 
later—when you’ve got the basic tech­
nique down—you can go on to other 
areas of divining (oil, plants, health, 
earth energies, and so on) and discover 
where your interests and natural skills 
lie, as well as which tools work best 
for you.

Still, during all the discussion of 
Y-rods and water veins and which 
methods work best when, I never heard 
a really clear, sensible, scientific expla­
nation of what dowsing is or why it 
works. And to tell the truth, the more 
I saw people pick up rods and immedi­
ately start operating with them, the 
more I felt as if I were the only one who 
seemed to need such definitions.

Gradually, it dawned on me that the 
reason I never got a practical rationale 
of dowsing was that there isn’t any. 
According to the ASD, the only way to 
understand dowsing is to experience 
it . . . and to do that, you simply have 
to take it on faith that the skill arises 
from using one’s subconscious (or, as 
the dowsers call it, the Universal Mind) 
to discover something that the conscious 
mind can’t comprehend. This theory 
holds that the tools used are merely a 
tangible, visible means by which to 
communicate with the subconscious. 
Experiments run on dowsers in the 
hope of coming up with a more down- 
to-earth analysis of the process haven’t



STRING-DOWSING WITH COAT HANGERS
This easy practice exercise will 

give you a simple way to work on 
your dowsing skills and to check 
Íour responses as you go along, 

ind two ordinary all-wire coat 
hangers (they work just like L-rods) 
and a long piece of thread. Then 
clear a space in your living room 
and lay the thread in a line down its 
center. Now stand at one end of the 
open area with your tools in the 
ready (or search) position, lightly 
grasping the back of each and 
В minting its hook straight ahead.

old your instruments slightly 
above waist level, a little less than 
body width apart (so you can keep 
an eye on both hooks at once). Be 
sure they feel balanced in your 
hands—perhaps letting them point 
down slightly—so that they don’t 
get pulled around by gravity.

The object of this exercise is to 
find the string . . . through 
dowsing. Of course, you already 
know where it is: It’s right where 
you put it, in the middle of the floor! 
So the trick is to turn off your 
conscious mind and to wake up 
your intuitive, subconscious one.

One method of doing this is to 
blank everything out of your 
consciousness except the thing 
you’re looking for. the thread. Either 
concentrate on a mental image of 
it or say the word thread over and 
over. Or, like some dowsers, you 
may want to tell your instruments 
what it is they're searching for, and 
then erase any thoughts whatso­
ever from your head. Choose which­
ever technique works best for you, 
but don't let any distractions creep 
into your mind.

Now, beginning at one end of the 
room, slowly make your way across 
the open space. If you have a strong 
gift for dowsing, the hangers will 
swing wide open (or close inward) 
the first time you reach the thread. 
However, if you're like most of us, 
you'll probably make it all the way 

to the string and across the whole 
room with your rods still in the 
search position.

What went wrong? Well, maybe 
you were too tense: Relaxation is 
the key to accurate dowsing. Or 
perhaps you lost your adventure­
some spirit and let a thought like 
"This is silly” pop into your head. 
Remember that confidence is 
another must for a dowser.

However, like most novices, 
you probably just weren't concen­
trating hard enough. So turn 
around, retrace your steps and try 
again . . . this time with single- 
mindedness. Don’t let your mind 
drift to other matters (such as the 
scent of gingerbread baking), no 
matter how tempting.

Should your hangers remain 
motionless on your second try, 
don’t get discouraged. Sometimes 
it takes a while to wake up your 
subconscious and get that old 
dowsing instinct into gear. Be 
patient with yourself and take your 
time. If, after several attempts, your 
rods still refuse to budge—and you 
start getting irritated, hungry or 
whatever—put them down for a bit. 
Try again later, when you feel more 
relaxed, but don't give up com­
pletely. Hang in there . . . you'll 
get it! And when you do, you just 
might discover that you’re hooked 
on dowsing!

EDITOR’S NOTE: If the preceding 
exercise does get you hooked, and 
you'd like to find out more about 
this exciting newfound skill, why 
not contact an experienced local 
dowser and ask him or her to take 
you out on a trial run? (If you don't 
already know of such a person, 
write to ASD, asking to be put in 
contact with the nearest chapter.) 
A good dowser can probably show 
you more in half an hour than you’ll 
ever learn from reading any maga­
zine article! 
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been able to pin it down yet. [EDITOR'S 
NOTE: For further reading on this and 
other dowsing-related topics, take a 
look at The Divining Hand by 
Christopher Byrd. This fascinating 
book depicts the past, present and 
apparent future of the art and can be 
purchased from The American Society 
of Dowsers, Inc., Dept. TMEN, Dan­
ville, Vt. 05828-0024.] Needless to say, 
without a satisfactory definition or 
proof of what dowsing is or isn’t—other 
than what I heard and thought I saw—I 
either had to remain a doubter or give 
the practice a good, honest hands-on 
try. I chose the latter.

My first efforts were pretty self- 
conscious and uneventful. No matter 
how hard I tried, I couldn’t get the 
reaction I was supposed to from my 
ornery Y-rod! I had better luck with the 
L-rods. Besides being more comfortable 
in my hands, they had an intriguing 
feeling of weightlessness. Actually, they 
seemed to wiggle around of their own 
accord. So I mustered up all the “I 
believe in fairies” enthusiasm I had, and 
made up my mind to win over these 
flighty tools.

The instructor said to settle the rods 
down and get them into the ready (or 
search) position . . . which in L-rods 
means facing front and parallel to the 
ground. 1 silently told my tools to 
behave and straighten up, but they 
didn’t listen and continued to let them­
selves be pulled this way and that . . . 
by gravity or whatever. I became more 
emphatic and spoke out loud to them. 
This time they listened. Gradually they 
slowed down, pointed dead ahead and 
were still. For a minute I was afraid to 
breathe, lest I disturb them and set them 
off again . . . and also because I had 

no idea how I’d gotten them quiet in the 
first place. To my knowledge I hadn’t 
moved a muscle to control them. Really!

With sprouting confidence, I took a 
deep breath and asked my L-rods to 
move into the open, uncrossed (or yes) 
position. They did so without the 
slightest hesitation. Then I commanded 
them to cross in front of me to indicate 
no, which they also did promptly. 
Figuring I was on a roll, I decided to use 
my new “friends” to try dowsing for 
one of the water veins that were marked 
on the Danville green with pieces of pink 
string. So 1 got the rods back into the 
search position and—closing my eyes 
and concentrating very hard—I asked 
them to point in the direction of the 
nearest vein. When I opened my eyes, 
both L-rods were aimed directly toward 
the telltale pink cord closest to me!

Next, trying hard to keep my atten­
tion on the tips of the rods (and not on 
the string!), 1 walked slowly in the 
direction they’d told me to go, asking 
them to signal yes when I hit water. The 
first time I crossed the string, nothing 
happened. I retraced my steps and went 
back over . . . still nothing.

My enthusiasm was dwindling rapidly 
and my doubts were coming back to the 
fore when my instructor (a kindly 
middle-aged woman with a soft but 
stem voice) called out, “Don’t give up! 
Stop and relax for a minute. Then try 
again, very slowly.” She came over, put 
her hand on my shoulder and gently 
advised me to concentrate on what I was 
looking for . . . but not to force a 
reaction.

The next time I reached the string, my 
rods flew wide open.

“Try again!” she exclaimed. “And 
this time, don’t look down. Look up
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and think only of water."

I did as I was told . . . and when I 
felt the rods open up again, I looked 
down. Once more, there beneath my 
feet was the lovely pink string! I 
repeated the exercise several times and 
1 continued to get the same reaction 
from my instruments. I was so astound­
ed that I probably would have kept at 
it all day, except that—as my stomach 
kept pointing out—the lunch hour was 
past and I was starving.

Now maybe all that I experienced was 
the result of autosuggestion . . . 
who’s to say? And who knows (but the 
dowsers who laid them out) whether or 
not there was water under the pink 
strings? Nevertheless, whether I pro­
grammed or dowsed my responses, I 
know that my first brief success with 
L-rods was enough to pique my curiosity 
about this new “sport” . . . not only 
because I might really find water with 
it, but because it was a lot of /мл!

MANY DIVINERS believe that 
there are seven different degrees 
of competency in their art, as first 

defined by the world-renowned dowser 
and past president of ASD Terry 
Ross. He listed the following levels 
of dowsing:

(1) On site: tromping around a field, 
tool in hand, looking for water.

(2) Edge of the field: standing at the 
border of a site and “asking” where to 
go before actively stalking water.

(3) Over the horizon: map dowsing or 
any other form of divining that’s done 
away from the actual locale or person 
being investigated.

(4) Deviceless: divining without tools.
(5) Affecting a change through 

dowsing: as an example, in health 

dowsing, stopping an illness.
(6) Causing something new to 

happen: for instance, not only stopping 
an illness but promoting healing.

(7) “Thy will be done”: achieving a 
oneness with God.

Of course, few people claim to have 
reached the seventh state and most 
practitioners would be happy to get to 
the fourth level, but these definitions 
provide a dowser with goals to strive 
for. According to Dave Bagley, who’s 
a knowledgeable geologist as well as a 
successful oil diviner, attaining each of 
these steps requires hard (and at times 
very frustrating) work ... but with 
each new level comes fresh insight and 
renewed growth that will bring a dowser 
closer to a deeper, more spiritual aware­
ness of the universe.

Dave also said, “Dowsing is a science 
and its accuracy can be tested over 
and over again, once you know the 
formulas. But one reason the practice 
has been so misunderstood and scoffed 
at in the scientific world is that hereto­
fore scientists have refused to believe in 
anything beyond the physical . . . and 
dowsing is predominantly mental.” He 
went on to say that there’s hope for 
scientific recognition of dowsing, 
however, since some physicists now 
claim that the next quantum leap in 
science will be in the direction of the 
nonmaterial realm.

Intrigued by what Mr. Bagley had to 
say and inspired by my tiny triumph 
with the L-rods on the Danville green, 
I decided to experiment with some Level 
3 (“over the horizon”) dowsing in my 
hotel room one night. Taking out my 
pendulum, I asked it whether or not a 
high school soccer team (coached by a 
friend of mine) had won its game that 



74 FATE

afternoon. The pendulum swung in a 
counterclockwise circle, which—for 
me—was supposed to indicate no. Then 
I asked it by how many points they’d 
lost, beginning with one and counting 
upward. When I got to five and the 
pendulum still said no, I quit. Surely 
those poor kids couldn’t have lost by 
five whole goals.

Two days later, when my friend met 
me at the airport, I asked him what the 
score of the game had been. “We lost, 
eight to nothing,” he groaned. Eight to 
nothing! Why, those kids hadn’t lost by 
five whole goals . . . they’d lost by 
eight of them!

Musing about it now, I realize that I’ll 
never know what would have happened 
if I’d trusted my dowsing and kept the 
pendulum going up to eight . . . but 
it sure is fun to consider the outcome 
if I had!

All in all, I experienced and heard 
some pretty heady stuff in Danville. 
And my trip to the dowsers’ school and 
convention opened my mind to possi­

bilities for personal growth that I might 
not have considered before. Most 
important, I’ve come to realize that, 
although certain phenomena simply 
don’t lend themselves to clear, scientific 
definitions (as yet), they’re no less valu­
able or useful for the good of humanity 
and the earth we live on.

A brief postscript will perhaps sum up 
my feelings: Right after I returned from 
Vermont, my local newspaper printed 
an article about an 80-year-old dowser 
named Don Witherspoon, who’d found 
water for the Gates Rubber Company 
in Colorado . . . after a driller with 
$350,000 worth of equipment had come 
up dry. According to the AP release, 
Witherspoon (using only a forked 
branch as his equipment) located two 
wells that are currently yielding a total 
of 70 gallons per minute! When asked 
how he did it, the dowser said, “I 
reckon it’s a gift. I don’t try to explain 
it no more. AU I know is, it works.” 
And, as far as I’m concerned, that’s a 
fact!

О
BAGEL BAKER FINDS PROMISED LAND

WHEN VICTOR the Bagelman 
from Brooklyn arrived in Israel in 

in the fall of 1983, he had no doubt that 
he had found the Promised Land. The 
experienced bagel-maker couldn’t find 
a decent bagel in all of Israel—although 
he had logically expected to.
“1 was shocked,” Victor said. “We 

were in a hotel in Tel Aviv and they had 
everything you could want for break­
fast except a real bagel.” In Jerusalem 
he found the same lack.

Thinking Israel should be a pretty 
good market for bagels, Victor opened 

what he says is the first real New York- 
style bagel shop in Israel.

“I’m going to be the man who 
introduces the bagel to Israel,” he 
promised with messianic fervor.

It took Victor six months to develop 
the bagel he began to sell in early 1984. 
He had problems getting the correct 
ingredients and cutting the red tape.

“Nothing came easily here. They 
haven’t got a law for me so they classify 
me as a pizza parlor,” Victor says 
incredulously. “Can you believe it? 
Here in Israel?”
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FORTUNE
by pau] Steiner

A big sale at Macy’s department store 
in New York City turned into a fire sale 
when 70 fire fighters had to be called in 
to extinguish a rubbish fire. Ironically, 
the city’s fire commissioner and his 
guest, the Commissioner-General of the 
Italian National Fire Service, were on 
their way to the store to do some 
shopping when the fire occurred.

•
While Ira Gershenson and his new 

bride were arguing about their future, 
thieves stole their “his” and “hers” cars 
from their Brooklyn home. When 
Gershenson found his car missing from 
its usual street parking place, he went 
back into the house to ask his wife 
Claudia to drive him to the police 
station. But her car, which had been in 
their garage, was gone too.

•
In Queens, N.Y., a police lieutenant 

who was the “integrity control officer” 
for his station house was suspended for 
claiming he was on duty when he was 
actually at home.

•
When Anthony Burgess was 43 years 

old, his doctor told him he had only 
about a year to live. Hoping that a 
literary effort would provide a legacy 
for his wife, Burgess turned to writing 
novels. Now, more than 24 years later, 
the best-sellers among his 40 books 

include Clockwork Orange and Earthly 
Powers and he is in good health. In the 
12 months that were to be his last, he 
turned out five books.

•
Thomas Ryan, a retired Bronx, N.Y., 

detective, was shot in the head by a 
fleeing bandit and walked away without 
permanent injury. Although the bullet 
struck Ryan over the right eye, it came 
to rest harmlessly in a fleshy area, 
according to Presbyterian Hospital 
doctors.

•
In an apparent suicide attempt, 

73-year-old Anne Sepo miraculously 
escaped injury when she jumped from 
a Manhattan subway platform and two 
trains passed over her.

“She was lying faceup under the 
train,” said the transit police officer 
first to arrive at the scene. “The first 
thing she said was, ‘Hello! Nice of you 
to be here.’ ”

•
In New Jersey, a Franklin Township 

police officer, suspended for sleeping 
in his patrol car, alibied that he was 
actually “lulled into a trance by watch­
ing passing traffic.” A Newark police 
psychiatrist backed him up, saying, 
“Highway hypnosis is a common 
phenomenon. It may last from a few 
minutes to a half hour.”

75



SCOTLAND'S NOSTRADAMUS
Long ago the Lady of Lawers looked into the future 

and told what she saw. Her predictions are still coming true.

By A. C. McKerracher
© A.C. McKerracher

SEERS—PREDICTORS of the 
future—are a phenomenon almost 
unique to the Scottish Highlands. 

Perhaps the most remarkable of them 
all was Baintigheama Labhuir, the Lady 
of Lawers, who lived in the second half 
of the 17th Century. Unlike others her 
sayings were unambiguous and precise 
and—except for three—all her predic­

tions have been fulfilled to the letter. 
The last came true as late as 1948.

Her prophecies are said to have been 
recorded during her lifetime in a 
manuscript called the Red Book of 
Balloch. It lay for many years in the 
charter room of Taymouth Castle but 
is now missing. However, her predic­
tions were orally handed down in Gaelic 
from one generation to the next, until 
they were set down in writing toward the 
end of the last century.

In 1650 Bainttahearna Labhuir married into the Campbell family of Lawers, on Loch 
Tay, Scotland, and became the Lady of Lawers, whose visions of the future 
enthralled her countrymen. The remains of the house in which she lived still stand.
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Abject poverty of Lady of Lawers’ region made her prophecy of “a mill on every 
stream" seem wildly unlikely, but a century later mills were established all 
through the area as prosperity returned, for a time at least, to the Highlands.

Exactly who the Lady of Lawers was 
is unknown but she is believed to have 
been a Stewart of Appin who came as 
a bride to the small estate of Lawers on 
the north shore of Loch Tay about 
1650. On her long journey from the west 
coast she was escorted by a party of 
kinfolk, some of whom stayed on in 
the area and were known as “Na 
Combaich,” The Companions. The 
Kenmore Parish Records of 200 years 
ago identify their district of origin as 
“Appin of Stewart.”

She married into the Campbell family 
of Lawers, founded in 1480 when Sir 
Colin Campbell of Glenorchy gave the 
Lawers land to his son John, bom to 
his fourth wife, Margaret Stirling of 

Keir. At that time it was the only Perth­
shire land owned by the Campbells of 
Glenorchy who were later to expand 
dramatically beyond their small glen 
and island castle off Kilchum at the 
head of Loch Awe in Argyll. Two 
hundred years later they owned a vast 
estate stretching from Kenmore on Loch 
Tay to the west coast of Argyll.

The cadet branches of Lawers existed 
uneasily alongside their senior kinfolk 
who had ruthlessly extended their power 
and influence into the Breadalbane area. 
Relations between the two families were 
strained. Sir James Campbell, the sixth 
laird of Lawers, was plunged into debt 
as a result of the savage raid on Breadal­
bane by Montrose’s Highland army in

77



78 FATE

The Lady's last prophecy, yet to be fulfilled, concerns a time when "Ben Lawers 
[the mountain] will become so cold that it will chill and waste the land around it 
for seven miles." This is one of three prophecies that still have not come true.

1644, during which the old Castle of 
Lawers was destroyed. The family 
moved to Fordrew, near Comrie, which 
they renamed Lawers.

A small, two-storied, thatched house 
was built at Lawers on Loch Tay for a 
younger brother of Sir James and it was 
he whom the Lady of Lawers came to 
marry about 1650. She and her husband 
lived only as tenants, for the estate was 
held as security for debt by two Stirling 
merchants, and in 1698 it was purchased 
by John Campbell, 11th laird of Glen- 
orchy and newly created first earl of 
Breadalbane.

Lawers at this time was an important 
terminal for the ferry from Ardtalnaig 
on the south shore of Loch Tay where 
the main road came over the hills from 
the Sma’ Glen and Crieff. The ruins of 
the little harbor town still stand in the 
woods at the foot of the Lawers Burn 

and, apart from being roofless, the 
houses and streets are so well preserved 
that one can easily imagine bustling 
activity.

TO SERVE THE expanding popula­
tion, a new church was erected in 
1669 beside the House of Lawers. 

While the Lady was watching it near 
completion, she uttered the first of her 
prophecies. The ridging stones will never 
be placed on the roof, she declared. If 
they are, then all my words are false. 
The workmen laughed. “We’ll prove 
the Lady to be a liar,’’ they said and 
unloaded on the shore the carved sand­
stone capping stones they’d brought by 
barge from Kenmore. That night a 
violent storm swept Loch Tay and the 
waves washed the stones into deep water 
from which they could not be recovered. 
One or two can still be seen today.
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buried in the shingle.
The Lady was now regarded with 

some awe and different materials were 
brought in to finish the roof.

Her next prediction concerned an ash 
tree which she is said to have planted on 
the north side of the church. Suppos­
edly she was buried there alongside her 
faithful Stewart servant, An Combach 
Ruadh, The Red-Haired Companion. 
Her words were: The tree will grow, and 
when it reaches the gable the church will 
be split asunder, and this will also 
happen when the red cairn on Ben 
Lowers falls.

The tree reached the gable in 1833 and 
in that year a violent thunderstorm 
demolished the west loft of the church 
which fell into the middle of the 
building, causing it to be abandoned as 
a place of worship from that time on. 
A cairn of red stones had been built on 
Ben Lawers by prospecting miners many 
years before. This collapsed in 1843, the 
year of the Disruption of the Church of 
Scotland, when the congregation of 
Lawers joined the Free Church. Thus 
the Lady correctly predicted the split­
ting in two of both the physical and 
spiritual church.

The ash tree was the subject of two 
other prophecies, the first of which was, 
When the ash tree reaches the ridge of 
the church the House of Balloch will be 
without an heir. In 1862 the tree reached 
that height and in the same year the 
second Marquis of Breadalbane, 15th 
laird of Glenorchy, died without an 
heir. His main residence was the huge 
Gothic mansion of Taymouth Castle 
which his father had built between 1801 
and 1807 on the site of the old Castle 
of Balloch at Kenmore.

The Lady’s final prediction about the 

tree was that Evil will come to him who 
harms it. No one dared to touch it until 
John Campbell, tenant of Milton Farm, 
felled the tree with an ax in 1895. 
Shortly after, he was gored to death by 
his own Highland bull, and the neighbor 
who had assisted him went mad and was 
removed to the district asylum. Even the 
young horse that had dragged away the 
trunk inexplicably fell down dead.

Another of the Lady’s sayings, 
delivered about 1680, was: The lands of 
Macnab will be joined to those of 
Breadalbane when two trees join 
together on Inchbuie and grow as one. 
During a great storm in 1820 a branch 
fell off a pine tree growing on the south 
side of Inchbuie, the Macnabs’ ances­
tral burial island at Killin, and lodged 
against another tree to which it grafted. 
Three years later, a writ of foreclosure 
was served on Archibald Macnab, 17th 
Chief of Clan Macnab, and he was 
forced to flee to Canada to escape 
bankruptcy. The Macnabs’ ancestral 
home of Kinnell, with its adjoining 
lands, was purchased in 1828 by the first 
Marquis of Breadalbane, the principal 
creditor.

The grafted branch and the tree on 
which it fell grew as one until 1948 when 
Archibald Corrie Macnab, 22nd chief, 
repurchased the ancestral estate from 
the ninth Earl of Breadalbane and 
shortly after, the tree graft withered 
and died.

Many of the Lady’s predictions 
concerned the economic conditions of 
the area in which she lived; one was, 
There will be a mill on every stream and 
a plough in every field, and the two sides 
of Loch Tay will become a kale garden. 
At the time she said this the district was 
in a state of abject poverty for Mont­
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rose’s Highland army had gone through 
Breadalbane on a rampage of rape, 
pillage and murder and only one house 
was left standing along the whole length 
of Loch Tay.

It was not until the end of the 
Jacobite Uprising of 1745 that the 
district was restored to full prosperity, 
although the second Earl of Breadal­
bane, who had inherited the estates in 
1717, had introduced the growing of 
flax in 1739. His son, the third Earl, 
succeeded in 1752 and established mills 
at Lawers, Remony, Killin, Finlarig, 
Morenish, Carwhin, Crannich, Feaman, 
Taymouth, Archarn, Ardeonaig and 
Cloichran. The mill at Killin processed 
954 stones of flax in 1770 and the mill 
at Lawers 460 stones, and in that year 
yarn to the value of 1600 pounds was 
exported.

These lint mills, the first of their kind 
in the Highlands, were the invention of 
Ewan Campbell of Lawers who traveled 
the Highlands building others and died 
in 1817 at the age of 112. Thus, just as 
the Lady had predicted, there was 
indeed a mill on every stream that 
flowed into Loch Tay.

The fourth Earl of Breadalbane 
inherited in 1782 and abolished the old 
inefficient Highland method of run-rig 
farming in which alternate ridges, or 
rigs, in the cultivated fields were worked 
by different tenants. He granted long 
leases, compensated for improvements 
and sent his tenants’ sons to England to 
study crop rotation. He introduced 
potatoes and turnips and by 1790 both 
sides of Loch Tay were being intensively 
cultivated by over 700 tenant farmers 
and there was a plough in every field in 
the area which was a bustling and 
prosperous community.

At that time it would have been 
difficult to understand another of the 
Lady’s prophecies: The land will first be 
sifted, then riddled of its people. 
However, when the second Marquis of 
Breadalbane succeeded to the estates in 
1834 he followed the advice of the 
fashionable “improvers” and promptly 
evicted 55 families from the west end of 
Loch Tay. By 1838 another 60 families 
had been removed from Glenquaich 
near Amulree. The evictions were ruth­
lessly carried out and as soon as the 
people were outside, the thatch was 
stripped from the croft roofs and set 
alight. Thus the land was first riddled 
and it was sifted in the following years 
when over 500 families were evicted. In 
Glenorchy, the ancestral glen of the 
Campbells of Glenorchy and Breadal­
bane, the population in 1831 was 1806 
and 10 years later it was reduced to 831. 
Today it numbers no more than half a 
dozen. In 1800 the north and south 
shores of Loch Tay had a population of 
nearly 3500 and today it is no more 
than 100.

One of the Lady’s best known predic­
tions was: The jaw of the sheep will 
drive the plough from the ground, 
and this came to pass when the walls 
between the farms were leveled and vast 
areas of cultivated ground given over 
to flocks of sheep imported from the 
Borders.

With no security of tenure, the people 
drifted to the cities and abroad, leaving 
their stone houses to fall into ruin. 
Many small farms were joined into one 
and the Lady was right when she said, 
The homesteads on Loch Tay will be 
so far apart that a cock will not hear 
its neighbor crow, for that is the 
situation today.
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The old Highland culture was sup­

pressed in the early Victorian era, thus 
confirming another of her predictions, 
The feather of the goose will drive the 
memory from man. Gone were the old 
sennachies who handed down ancient 
lore verbatim from one generation to 
the next. Those that remained were 
taught to read and write “The English” 
and with the use of the written word the 
need for man’s memory declined.

• * •

Perhaps the most interesting of 
the predictions of the Lady of 
Lawers are those concerning the Camp­

bells of Glenorchy. She was alive when 
John Campbell, first Earl of Breadal- 
bane, earned his notorious place in 
history for his supposed part in the 
Massacre of Glencoe. He purchased the 
estate of Lawers in 1693 and about 1681 
the Lady had uttered a saying that has 
since become known as “The Curse of 
the Breadalbanes”—The Earldom will 
not descend beyond a grandson in one 
line. The first Earl’s grandson died 
without an heir in 1782. The Earldom 
then passed out of the main line to 
John Campbell of Carwhin whose son 
became the second Marquis of Breadal- 
bane and died without an heir in 1862. 
Then, as the Lady predicted, Great 
and perplexing doubts will arise as to 
an heir.

“Who would believe such incredulous 
nonsense?” wrote a Victorian historian 
in 1850 when informed of this prophecy; 
yet he probably lived to regret his 
scoffmg because several claimants came 
forward to challenge for the title. The 
celebrated lawsuit, known as the 
Breadalbane Case, dragged on for five 
years until 1867 when the Court of 
Session decided that John Campbell of 

the cadet branch of Glenfalloch was the 
rightful heir. His son became the third 
marquis and he too died without an hen­
in 1922. The earldom then passed to 
John Campbell of another cadet 
branch, Boreland of Glenlochy, and on 
his death in 1959 it passed to his son, 
John Romer Boreland Campbell, 10th 
Earl of Breadalbane and 20th Chief of 
Glenorchy, who is the present holder of 
the title. He is unmarried and it is 
probable that eventually the Earldom 
will become extinct and the Curse of the 
Breadalbanes will have run its course.

When both the Lady and the first earl 
were alive, she addressed him in the 
following words: John of the three 
Johns, the worst that has come, or will 
come, but nothing will be right until 
Duncan arrives. The first earl was the 
third John and certainly the worst that 
had come. His eldest son, Duncan, Lord 
Ormelie, eloped with a daughter of the 
Laird of Lawers and was excluded from 
inheriting by means of a peculiar clause 
in the patent of the title which allowed 
his father to nominate who should 
succeed him. Thus his brother John 
became the second Earl—some say 
because of Duncan’s unsuitable mar­
riage but more likely because Duncan 
was a Jacobite while John was a 
Hanoverian and the wily Earl hoped 
that the estates would thus avoid for­
feiture for his part in the 1715 Jacobite 
Uprising. So Duncan did arrive but did 
not succeed and eventually nothing did 
go right.

The next prediction was that The 
House of Glenorchy will attain its height 
of glory when a boulder is covered with 
trees. Which rock this was is not 
known, but the House of Glenorchy and 
Breadalbane was at its highest peak 
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when the second marquis lavishly enter­
tained Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 
in 1842 during their Highland tour. At 
that time his estate was one of the 
largest in Britain.

Her final predictions would have 
seemed unbelievable at that time and yet 
they have come true in recent years. She 
claimed. In time the estates of Balloch 
which were put together in hides will be 
put asunder in lace. The vast estates had 
been acquired in large chunks, or hides, 
by judicial marriage or by fair means or 
foul. In 1920 they comprised almost 
500,000 acres, stretching unbroken from 
Loch Tay to the Atlantic, and it was said 
the third Marquis could ride 100 miles 
east and west and 50 north and south 
without leaving his land. The process 
of disintegration began in 1922 when 
the Marquis was forced to sell off 
Taymouth Castle and 50,000 acres at 
Kenmore to meet taxation demands. 
After his death in 1922 the estates were 
put in trust until 1933 and during this 
period almost half the estates in Argyll 
and Perthshire were sold off in small 
lots, or lace, as the Lady referred 
to them.

The ninth earl entered into full 
possession of the estates in 1935 but 
because of the depressed state of 
agriculture, he was obliged to part with 
more and more until by 1946 another 
of the Lady’s predictions came true, In 
time the estates of Balloch will yield only 
one rent and then none at all. By this 
time the great landholding was reduced 
to Kinnell House at Killin and one farm; 
in 1948 even this last remnant was sold 
to Archibald Corrie Macnab and there 
was no property left to pay rent.

The last prediction of the Lady of 
Lawers about the Breadalbane family 

was that The last laird will pass over 
Glenogle with a gray pony leaving 
nothing behind. One person who saw 
this come true was Mr. James Ander­
son, now living in retirement in Killin, 
who was employed in 1946 as a gardener 
at Kinnell House. Like most of the 
people of the district he was acquainted 
with the prophecies of the Lady of 
Lawers but even so he was astonished 
one day when he saw the Countess of 
Breadalbane arriving back from Killin 
station with a trap drawn by a small 
gray pony. He recalls turning to a 
colleague and exclaiming, “The gray 
pony of the Lady of Lawers! This is the 
end!” And when Kinnell was sold two 
years later, in 1948, the last laird, the 
ninth Earl of Breadalbane, did go over 
Glenogle leaving nothing behind and 
with him went the little gray pony which 
Mr. Anderson accompanied on the train.

A saying of the Lady’s which might 
apply to these inflationary times used to 
be carved on a stone near the summit 
of Ben Lawers until it was removed by 
a collector last century. It read: Spend 
as you get, And get as you spend. Save, 
and for whom, remember death!

Only three of the Lady’s predictions 
are still unfulfilled. One is that A 
strange heir will come to Balloch when 
the Boar's Stone at Fearnan topples 
over. The second is that A ship driven 
by smoke will sink in Loch Tay with 
great loss of life—this kept many people 
and particularly the last Marquis from 
using the pleasure steamers that used to 
ply the loch until 1939. How will this 
one be fulfilled?

The last is perhaps the most alarming, 
for the Lady predicted that The time will 
come when Ben Lawers will become so 
cold that it will chill and waste the land 
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around it for seven miles. This may 
sound highly unlikely—but let no one 
scoff. Just remember that all the other 

predictions of the Lady of Lawers were 
equally unlikely—and all of them came 
true in the end.

THE YEAR OF THE RAT
Bv Lewis Medina

TINY MACAO, a Portugese colony 
on the coast of China, has postal 

sovereignty and prints its own stamps. 
A stamp released in February 1984 
commemorates the Year of the Rat 
which began February 2,1984, and ends 
February 19, 1985.

The Chinese lunar calendar dates 
from 2637 B.C. when Emperor Huang 
Ti introduced it in the 61st year of 
his reign. A complete cycle takes 60 
years and consists of five 12-year 
subcycles designated metal, water, 
wood, fire and earth. Each of the 12 
years has its own symbol: rat, ox, tiger, 
rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, 
monkey, rooster, dog and boar. 

According to legend, this came about 
when Lord Buddha summoned all the 
animals to come to him before he 
departed from the earth. Only 12 
came to bid him farewell. To reward 
these Lord Buddha named a year after 
each one in the order of its arrival. 
The rat came first and became the first 
animal in the cycle, a prestigious 
position.

The Chinese say that the animal 
ruling the year in which one is bom 
exercises a profound influence on his 
life because “this is the animal that 
hides in our heart.”

The Year of the Rat should have been 
a year of plenty.

A TREE THAT GIVES LIGHT

CHINESE scientists are studying 
wood from a tall slender tree that 
glows in the dark, according to a 

Xinhua News Agency report in early 
August 1983. A farmer in Hunan 
Province discovered the phenomenon in 
a type of poplar tree that grows in 
southern China.

When the farmer, Liu Fugui, cut 
down the 30-foot tree and stripped off 

the bark, he found the wood gave off 
a glow “and even the root, sawdust and 
the inner bark emit light ... of a 
clear blue color. One part of the trunk, 
which is two inches in diameter and 41 
inches in height, is as bright as an 
eight-watt fluorescent lamp,” the news 
agency said. The light decreases as the 
wood dries but returns when the trunk 
is stuck in wet ground.

NO INTEGRATION FOR WITCH DOCTORS

WITCH DOCTORS of Zimbabwe, who claim they understand African 
sickness better than doctors, have lost out. They are not to be integrated 
into the country’s national health service.
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CHICAGO’S 
VIRGIN 
WEEPS
By Jerome Clark

C I T SAW IT personally,” the priest
1.insisted. “It was just like normal 

tears coming down on both sides [of the 
face] for about an hour. We were taking 
the tears off with cloths and we kept 
them. The eyes were moist even when 
the tears stopped running.”

The Rev. Raymond J. Jasinski of the 
Roman Catholic St. John of God 
Church on Chicago’s southwest side was 
describing something he and some of his 
parishioners claimed to have seen on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, May 29, 1984. 
The tears were falling from the eyes of 
a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

“Weeping Madonnas” are among the 
most frequently-reported “miracles” 
associated with the Catholic faith but 
the Church traditionally has been 
reluctant to endorse such claims. In 
1983, for example, the Bishop’s office 
in Stockton, Calif., rejected allegations 
that a ceramic Madonna housed in the 
Mater Ecclesiae Mission Church in 
nearby Thornton was shedding super­
natural tears.*

The 39-inch wooden statue in the 

Worshipers at St. John of God Church 
report seeing tears fall from eyes of 
statue of Blessed Virgin Mary. Church 
officials are investigating.
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Chicago church comes from Italy, 
where it was specially blessed in a shrine 
at Montichiari. It had arrived at the 
church only two weeks earlier, on May 
12, and was being kept near the front 
door until church members finished 
decorating a shrine for it.

Father Jasinski said the Madonna 
wept for the second time at 6:30 the 
following morning, May 30, as he was 
celebrating mass. The tears, which fell 
for two hours, were observed by the 
priest and several nuns.

The statue wept again the next day at 
6:00 A.M. during the Feast of the 
Assumption mass. One of the witnesses, 
usher Sigmund Urbanski, claimed that 
the Madonna’s features changed as she 
wept. “She has a puffmess in her face,” 
he told a reporter. “Her cheeks are 
more rosy when she cries.”

By Thursday word was out that a 
miracle was taking place at the church. 
Thousands of persons from the Chicago 
area flocked to the site hoping to witness 
the phenomenon and an even larger 
crowd turned out the next day. Some 
were devout individuals convinced, as 
one put it, that “there has to be some 
meaning to it. Maybe she is crying for 
the whole city.” Some sought healing 
of physical problems or solace from 
emotional troubles. But most were 
simple curiosity-seekers attracted by the 
novelty of the event.

Over the next few days, as the hordes 
packed the church, street vendors
•See Stephen Magagnini's "When the Madonna Wept,” 
March 1984 Fare.

As horrified witnesses looked on, a 
gunman fired on statue of Madonna, 
leaving a single bullet hole near the 
base of the figure.
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hawked photographs of the Madonna 
and others pondered the great meaning 
of it all. Reporters from all over the 
country appeared on the scene to inter­
view anyone in sight. But the statue 
wasn’t weeping anymore.

On Friday, June 1, Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin of the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Chicago ordered a formal investiga­
tion of the supposed miracle. Auxiliary 
Bishop Alfred L. Abramowicz, who was 
appointed to head the probe, said, “The 
process here is to determine [whether] 
this phenomenon of water is something 
natural or . . . supernatural.”

Abramowicz and his two colleagues 
in the investigation, the Revs. John 
Curran and Charles Kouba, have made 
repeated visits to the church but have 
seen nothing out of the ordinary. But 
Abramowicz acknowledges, “I have 
seen pictures of this statue with what 
very much look like tears.”

Unfortunately the witnesses gathered 
no samples of the “tears.” In the 
absence of that kind of direct physical 
evidence, the investigators are turning 

to chemists who will analyze paint, 
wood and atmospheric conditions in 
search of a “rational” explanation. The 
investigators are also taking depositions 
from those who say they saw the 
tears flowing.

“I don’t know how this will turn 
out,” Abramowicz says. “It’s a 
tremendous responsibility.” A full 
report is not expected until the end of 
the year.

But to devout believers such things 
as scientific validation are irrelevant. 
They know why the Madonna was 
crying. As Eileen O’Malley put it, 
“She’s crying because there’s so much 
evil in the world.”

Even the Madonna wasn’t safe from 
that evil, as it turned out. At 11:00 
A.M., Wednesday, July 25, a man 
entered the church and approached the 
statue. Several women who were 
kneeling in front of it saw him pull out 
a pistol and fire three shots. Two of 
them missed the intended target, the 
Madonna, but the third left a hole in the 
figure’s shin. The gunman fled.

¥
FISH FALL FROM SOUTH DAKOTA’S SKIES

FISH ARE coming right up into Earling Anderson’s backyard—although his 
farm near Lake Norden in South Dakota is seven miles from the nearest lake.

After severe thunderstorms in September 1983, Anderson found two walleyed pike. 
He speculates that a tornado sucked the fish from the nearby lake and dropped 
them in his yard.— W. Ritchie Benedict.

¥
BETTING ON THE WRONG HORSE

AS AN AVID movie fan and horse player, in that order, I was astonished by 
an instance of synchronicity in April 1984. On the sixth, a Friday night, I 
saw the German film Das Boot which featured the song “A Long, Long Way to 

Tipperary.” The next day at Santa Anita Racetrack, the winning horse in the third 
race was “LongwaytoTipperary.” You’d think I would have picked that horse 
but I didn’t; my horse, “Coursing Eagle,” came in third.— Joseph M. Aulberry.



STRANGE
"TO SAY

In Merthyr Tydfil, England, David 
James, an invalid, placed flowers on his 
wife’s grave and was saying a prayer 
when his wheelchair began to roll back­
ward down a hill. Unable to stop it, he 
crashed into a stone wall and 
was killed.

•
A man had to take a lie detector test 

to convince a judge he was guilty of 
a crime. After his brother had been 
“identified” by a woman as the man 
who had assaulted her, Walter Manco 
went before a Warwick, R.I., magistrate 
and insisted he had done it. The lie 
detector revealed that Walter Manco 
was telling the truth so the judge gave 
him his brother’s three-year sentence.

•
In Washington, Pa., there is an 

orthodontist named Dr. Toothman. 
Dr. Footer is a Gaithersburg, Md., 
podiatrist.

•
Richard Scott’s quick reflexes in 

swerving his car to dodge an oncoming 
automobile on a foggy highway near 
Richmond, Va., may have saved his life 
but it did not save his wife. After 
Scott dodged the car that was coming 
straight at him the approaching auto 
plowed into the following car driven by 
Scott’s wife.

A study made by the Cancer Center 
of Hawaii reveals that short persons are 
less likely to get lung cancer than tall 
ones. But the researchers do not know 
why.

•
David Tse, a wealthy New York City 

businessman, promised his brother a 
luxury car, a Mercedes, but the brother 
died before the gift was made. He’s 
getting it anyway—after a fashion. A 
68,000-pound, $120,000 granite tomb­
stone in the shape of a Model 240-D 
Mercedes was placed over the grave.

•
In Evansville, Ind., 10-year-old 

Monica Moore, carrying a baby in her 
arms, was crossing a street when a car 
came speeding in her direction. She was 
killed but she had tossed the baby in an 
effort to save its life. The baby was 
saved when its mother, Julie Lovell, 
made a diving catch.

•
Chi Tien Luy was driving in New 

York City when a 40-foot beam broke 
loose from a construction crane and 
crashed down onto his station wagon. 
Luy sustained only a broken rib and 
some cuts.

“Another six inches,” said the 
police department, “and he’d have 
been a memory.”
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ROCK-THROWING 
POLTERGEIST
The Tucson phantom acted true to form, materializing 

only when the family was at home, then disappearing into nowhere. 
Part II

By D. Scott Rogo
Photographs courtesy Arizona Dally Star

MY INTRODUCTION to the rock­
throwing phantom plaguing the 
Berkbigler family came the very night 

of my arrival, December 6, 1983, at 
their half-finished desert home north­
east of Tucson, Ariz. I had arrived in 
midafternoon in time to inspect the 

area, piece together the history of the 
case and talk with various family 
members before the daily barrage of 
rocks was due to begin.

By the time dusk settled over the 
desert, 15 to 20 people had assembled 
at the house—reporters, friends and 
relatives and two professional trackers, 
one of whom was Kini Rae—hoping to 

As the stone barrages went on, the beleaguered Berkbiglers improvised ways of 
preventing damage, blanketing car and wearing helmets. Rick kept a weapon at hand.
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Marine Corps reservist 
Rick and his brothers 
and friends made sturdy 
shields of wood and 
often used them to escort 
parents and others into 
the house.

catch the rock thrower. Before that 
night, the Berkbigler family had 
suffered through some 79 episodes of 
rock-throwing and the estimated 
damage to the house and various 
vehicles was $7200. The missiles were 
pieces of ordinary granite varying from 
small to fist-sized.

Everyone was convinced that the 
culprit was an eccentric desert dweller 
or survivalist but even so, my presence 
as a parapsychologist espousing the 
poltergeist theory was tolerated with

good humor. Things began to get a little 
frightening, though, when some of the 
volunteers showed up with rifles. As 
individuals and groups left to stand vigil 
in the desert, I remained near the house, 
thinking this was the best place to 
witness the arrival of the rocks—despite 
the darkness of the desert. Visibility was 
probably no more than five feet in any 
direction.

About six or seven of us were milling 
around the garage when we heard the 
first rock clang against one of the cars
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parked in the dirt clearing in front of 
the house. It was 7:03. A nervous 
newsman ran into the garage saying that 
his car was the one that had been hit. 
A couple of minutes passed before the 
second stone came. All of us heard it 
strike the top of a car, roll down its side 
and bump on the ground. Everyone 
expected more stones to follow but 
when silence persisted for quite a while, 
most of us went inside.

The 23-year-old tracker Kini Rae was 
now more intent than ever on finding 
the culprit. He told me that after 
years of tracking animals, he liked the 
challenge of stalking a man. He started 
out to the asphalt road which leads into 
the Berkbiglers’ property and David, 
their 15-year-old son, wearing his 
helmet, joined him. Rae and David 
returned within 15 minutes, visibly 
shaken. The tracker took me aside to tell 
me what had happened and to say the 
experience had convinced him to give up 
his search.

As they walked along the road 
without a flashlight, he said, visibility 
was virtually nil. Kini felt a rock strike 
his back and immediately pulled David 
to a crouch at the side of the road. 
Within seconds another rock fell 
striking David’s head. The two had 
neither heard nor seen the rocks thrown 
but they certainly felt them. The 
accurate aim of the rocks, obviously 
thrown from the pitch-black desert, was 
a little too much for the tracker.

“I want to know what you think this 
is all about,” he said.

I reminded him of what I had said 
about poltergeists and the paranormal 
nature of the rock-throwing when I first 
arrived that afternoon.

“There’s nothing normal about these 

rocks,” he said. He and his sidekick left 
moments later.

Meanwhile, in the house, David was 
animatedly relating his adventure and 
this prompted several family members 
to tell me that David and Richard Berk- 
bigler, his father, were the stone­
thrower’s favorite targets. The women 
were never struck by the rocks, probably 
because Mrs. Mary Berkbigler wouldn’t 
venture outdoors during an attack and 
her 19-year-old daughter Anita, out of 
fear, had gone to stay with her married 
sister Donna Knight.

Both the reporters and I were 
intrigued by these revelations and even 
more so when Tim Knight, the Berk­
biglers’ son-in-law, claimed that the 
rock throwing would intensify if David 
or his father taunted the prankster. I 
wanted to see this demonstrated, so a 
group of us took David outside and 
asked him to yell at the stone-thrower. 
He walked out to the middle of the dirt 
lot and shouted a few colorful invectives 
but a minute or two of this name-calling 
generated no response.

“See, he doesn’t hate me more than 
anyone else,” he said, walking back to 
the garage. No sooner were the words 
out of his mouth than a large rock came 
flying out of the desert. It struck noisily 
against the south wall, inside the garage, 
with such force that everyone scurried 
for cover. I alone stood my ground 
because 1 wanted to retrieve the missile 
but I couldn’t locate it in the unlighted 
garage.

This little experiment had been so 
intriguing that I convinced David to 
repeat it. His parents were apprehensive; 
they didn’t want their son used as bait. 
I assured them I would shield him, and 
the Berkbiglers finally agreed, after



ROCK-THROWING POLTERGEIST 91
making sure David had his helmet. This 
time I asked him to crouch down next 
to the family’s van parked in the middle 
of the dirt lot. I draped myself over the 
boy and urged him to yell. He was 
asking me what he should say when a 
large rock fell directly behind us. It 
sounded as if it had simply been 
dropped, almost playfully, to startle us. 
It didn’t strike and roll as if it had been 
thrown. We heard it merely plop down 
and bounce once. No more rocks 
arrived despite David’s cajoling and we 
reluctantly returned to the house.

♦ * *

IT WAS WELL past eight o’clock by 
now and the discouraged vigilantes 
began to trickle in from the field. No 

one had been seen throwing rocks so we 
gathered in the living room to discuss 
the next moves. After a while Tim 
Knight left the house and soon there­
after we all heard a rock strike the side 
door, the entry from the garage to the 
living room. Tim rushed in a second 
later, excitedly announcing that the 
stone-thrower had tried to pick him off 
as he approached the entry.

“That’s him, all right,” exclaimed 
Richard Berkbigler. “He always throws 
one last rock at the door just to let us 
know he’s still out there.”

Berkbigler was correct; no more rocks 
struck that evening. He was battle- 
weary, the volunteer searchers were 
frustrated—but I was fascinated. 1 had 
been especially impressed with the 
accurate aim of the rocks thrown in such 
stygian darkness. Berkbigler agreed that 
the “prankster” was not only sly and 
desert-wise but also uncannily accurate.

The rocks that fell that first night of 
my stay did not prove to me that a 
poltergeist was loose on the property; 

a human agency was certainly possible. 
But the nighttime accuracy of the stone- 
throws favored the poltergeist. The fact 
that David and his father were its focus, 
no other houses in the area had been 
similarly plagued and the assaults ceased 
when the family went to sleep all 
pointed to the supernatural.

When I explained all this to Richard 
Berkbigler later that evening he listened 
sympathetically and never once chided 
me for my beliefs. But, he said, he was 
sure that a human hand was throwing 
the rocks. We would have to wait for 
the next night, he added, to catch the 
psychopath.

The events the next night—Wednes­
day, December 7—proved more dra­
matic but no more successful in pinning 
down the rock-thrower. Newspapers 
and TV stations were reporting on the 
case and a mass of people had gathered 
at the house by the time the sun set. The 
crowd included volunteer searchers, 
news teams, sheriffs men and plain 
curiosity-seekers. One enterprising 
teenager even showed up with a flood­
light he planned to install on the 
roof. The crowd annoyed the sheriffs 
deputies and they tried to get Berkbigler 
to ask people to leave. But by this time 
the trucker felt his friends could do a 
better job than the deputies and refused 
to call them in from the field. The 
deputies left that evening before any 
stones were thrown, complaining that 
the family was making it impossible for 
them to do their job. Everyone else 
faded into the desert as darkness fell.

Only a few stones were thrown that 
Wednesday night. The first, at 6:39, 
plowed into the little toolshed, scaring 
a Tucson Citizen reporter hiding there. 
But mostly this evening the rock-
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thrower’s fury focused on the dirt 
path leading from the road up to the 
Berkbiglers’ lot. Two newsmen were 
walking up the path when a rock grazed 
the head of one of them and at 7:30 
along the same path a remarkable inci­
dent occurred.

Five local teenagers were on the path 
when the rock-thrower struck. They told 
me later that they were walking almost 
side by side when one of them, 15-year- 
old Jeff Cook, was picked off. Jeff 
explained that he was a little behind the 
others when a rock smacked into his 
neck under his jawline. It hit with 
enough force to stun but not injure him. 
I saw the nasty-looking three-inch red 
mark on his neck and couldn’t believe 
that he hadn’t been hurt. A rock of 
that size, thrown normally from any 
distance, could have broken his jaw or 
at least bruised him severely. The mark 
did not swell and the next day it had not 
even turned black and blue.

It follows that the stone struck Jeff 
with less force than it would have if it 
had been thrown normally—and this is 
one of the best-known idiosyncrasies of 
rock-throwing poltergeists.

I was still talking with the boys when 
the real excitement of the evening got 
under way. Rick Berkbigler burst into 
the house just before eight o’clock, 
announcing that he had caught sight of 
the culprit! Patrolling the south side of 
the house, he had almost tripped over 
a mysterious stranger in dark clothing, 
black cap and gloves, who fled when he 
was discovered. Rick was sure he could 
have caught the man but when setting 
off in pursuit he tangled with an un­
friendly cactus. Now just about everyone 
rushed out with Rick to search the back 
hill toward which the culprit had gone.

1 stayed behind with some reporters and 
we could hear the calls and crunching 
footsteps of the searchers. The noise 
was not strong enough, however, to 
drown out the sound of another rock 
striking in front of the house minutes 
later.

Now the young man on the roof 
called out that he had located the 
prowler on the hill with his floodlight. 
It looked as if the culprit was about to 
be caught—until the floodlight malfunc­
tioned. The hill was again shrouded in 
darkness and the prowler got away.

The near-miss encouraged Richard 
Berkbigler, however. When he returned 
with some of the volunteers, he sug­
gested that they had scared away the 
culprit once and for all. He smiled at 
me, scoffing good-naturedly. “What do 
you think of your theory now?”

I had to admit that poltergeists don’t 
take the form of prowlers wearing caps 
and gloves. The night’s activities, I told 
him openly, constituted the first hard 
evidence that the rock-throwings might 
have a human agency. What I didn’t tell 
my host was that I did not believe the 
“prowler” and the stone-thrower were 
one and the same. My skepticism fed on 
the fact that the man had been isolated 
on the back hill when 1 heard a rock 
strike in front of the house. I speculated 
that the man was either a volunteer who 
had come to the house unbeknown to 
the family or possibly a sheriffs deputy 
left to keep an eye on things.

When no rocks were thrown at the 
house the next night, Thursday, Richard 
Berkbigler was more than ever con­
vinced that the mystery prowler had 
been the culprit. The phantom stone­
thrower had manifested for the last time 
on December 7.
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POLTERGEIST or prowler? It was 
hard for me to say as I prepared to 
return to Los Angeles on Friday. In my 

opinion, everything pointed to polter­
geist except for the conundrum of the 
mysterious prowler. I was pondering 
this very issue when I decided to call the 
sheriffs substation near the Berkbiglers’ 
home. I spoke with the deputy now in 
charge of the investigation and he 
wanted to know what I thought about 
the Berkbiglers’ problem.

I said there was evidence for both the 
poltergeist and prankster theories and 
at his request I started to list the relative 
arguments for each. I was just starting 
to tell him about Wednesday night’s 
prowler when he interrupted me, saying 
that his department knew the man’s 
identity. He said further that the man 
had nothing to do with the stone 
throwing. This made it quite clear that 
the “prowler” had been a deputy posted 
on the property, as I had suspected. I 
tried to learn who the man was but the 
deputy kept begging off for “security 
reasons.” I am sure he didn’t want it 
known that he was hiding men on the 
Berkbiglers’ property. Nor was I baffled 
by the officer’s flight after he was 
spotted. You don’t hold your ground 
and try to identify yourself when 20 
angry people are running at you with 
clubs!

By the time I boarded my plane I was 
fairly convinced that the plague on the 
Berkbiglers’ home had been the handi­
work of a rock-throwing poltergeist. 
Everything I witnessed fit the pattern: 
the unerring accuracy of the throws, the 
failure to find anyone responsible, the 
fact that the rock-thrower materialized 
only when the family was at home and 
that the “culprit” mysteriously disap­
peared into nowhere. These are all 
characteristics of these peculiar psychic 
manifestations. The Tucson phantom 
stone-thrower had acted true to form.

I was disappointed that I had been 
unable to discover why the Berkbiglers 
had been so viciously attacked. They are 
not the typical “disturbed family” that 
often gives rise to these monsters from 
the psyche. And the events did not seem 
to focus exclusively on any one member 
of the family as poltergeists are prone 
to do. I saw no evidence of psycho­
pathology in the family, no tensions or 
hostilities. The Berkbiglers seemed to be 
a totally loving, caring, supportive 
family—and this is generally not typical 
of families disturbed by poltergeists.

The Berkbiglers did not share my 
uneasiness about these dimensions of 
the case. They were simply happy that 
the whole affair was finally over and 
they could get back to finishing their 
desert home—and living there in peace.

SAVING POLES FROM WOODPECKERS

HOUSTON, Tex., public utility officials have found a woodpecker repellant.
They announced in July 1984 that it will be used as soon as it is approved 

by the Environmental Protection Agency.
Houston Lighting and Power spokeswoman Sally Mathis told United Press 

International that woodpeckers do about S 100,000 damage to utility poles in the 
Houston area every year. "I’ve seen holes made by woodpeckers that you could 
stick your whole arm down in,” she said.
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When you look into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what do you see? A point 
of light on which to meditate? Psychic images? Or do you seek a self-hypnotic experience, 
a light trance state, a transcendental insight?

F. W. H. MYERS, the famed psychic researcher, 
wrote:

“Few phenomena are more fantastic than true 
crystal vision. Perhaps one man or woman in 20 
will experience it. The vision often begins with a 
milky clouding of the ball, coming at the beginning 
of a series of pictures. . .

High-quality balls in 4-inch, 3-inch, 2'A-inch, 
and 2-inch sizes are now in stock for immediate 

delivery from the Venture Bookshop. Each ball is 
the finest now available anywhere at any price!

These optical Acrylic Plexiglas balls are the result 
of years of searching for a method of manufactur­
ing high-quality balls, and we believe they are 
exactly what is needed by the occult student. Order 
the ball that best meets your needs and begin your 
adventures in the age-old science of Visualization 
today.

A At *16 95 thia2-inch bail with square-based stand 
of crystal-clear Acrylic represents an outstanding 
value for the new student.
В For *21.96 this Impressive 2W-lnch bell with 
square-based stand will effectively meet average re­
quirements and provide beauty with pride of 
ownership.
C This 3-lnch ball at *34.95 is suitable for almost all 
occult work and combines Impressive size with 

outstanding quality at this price. Conical stand 
included.
0 The 4-lnch ball at *99.95 Is one of the largest and 
finest crystal balls available in the world today. It is 
unconditionally guaranteed

Please add postage-handling: Balls А, В, C, *1.50 U.S., 
*2.50 Foreign; Ball D, *3.50 U.S., *6.00 Foreign. Each Ball

THE VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P О Boa 249
H.qhtond Pork. IL 60035
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DREAMS AND ENCOUNTERS

RR AS LONG as there have been human 
lings, human beings have been reporting 

encounters with entities of various kinds: 
apparitions, disembodied spirits, deities, 
fairies, monsters, angels, demons and extra­
terrestrials. For most of human history it was 
assumed that these entities were precisely 
what they appeared to be. Then, as science 
and materialism came to redefine the world, 
such phenomena were declared nonexistent; 
those who claimed to experience them were 
deemed mistaken, dishonest or crazy.

But this did not stop people from having 
such experiences, although it did discourage 
most persons from reporting them. Those 
relatively few individuals who bothered to 
investigate these reports found that the 
average percipient was of sound mind and 
honest tongue. Fantastic as their claims 
sounded, the witnesses appeared to be normal 
persons sincerely describing incredible events.

Eventually, in the late 19th Century, a 
number of intellectuals interested in the ques­
tion of survival after death began to study 
apparitions and mediumistic communica­
tions, phenomena which, literally interpreted, 
imply that the dead can return to interact with 
the living. Their investigations showed these 
psychical researchers that the reality behind 
the appearances is not that simple. While a 
case for survival could be made from these 
kinds of entity experiences, other interpre­
tations, both conventional and unconven­
tional, are possible. In other words, the 
entity experience may be real but it may be 
something other than what it seems to be. But 
the nature of this "something” remains a 
subject of continuing controversy in all areas 
of entity investigation.

In our own time UFO researchers have 
grappled with a vexing problem: Are the 
humanoids reported in close encounters of 
the third kind really the extraterrestrials they 
seem (and sometimes claim) to be—or are 
they something else, something more relevant 
to psychology or parapsychology than to 
exobiology? And are they related to other 
entity phenomena such as Marian visitations, 
ghosts and fairies?

In an attempt to shed new light on these 
issues, Hilary Evans has written one of the 
most ambitious works on the paranormal to 
be published in recent years. Visions, 
Apparitions, Alien Visitors (The Aquarian 
Press, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, 
England, 1984, 320 pages, £ 9.95), subtitled 
“A Comparative Study of the Entity Prob­
lem,” reviews a broad range of phenomena, 
beginning with dreams and hallucinations 
and going on to examine just about every 
reported category of “real” entities. He 
believes that all of these phenomena, from 
the undeniably subjective to the apparently 
objective (i.e., those manifestations that can 
be observed by more than one witness), share 
certain core elements which indicate they 
are generated by the same psychological 
processes.

Evans is hardly the first writer to attempt 
to establish a common origin lor reports of 
different types of entities. In Passport to 
Magonia (1969) Vallee compared UFO 
humanoids to Celtic fairies and in The 
Unidentified (1975) Loren Coleman and I 
discussed UFO contact claims in the context 
of religious visions and supernatural folklore. 
But in retrospect Vallee’s once-influential 
book seems frustrating!у vague and question­
begging and 10 years later the most charitable
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thing I can find to say about my own book 
is that it is naive. In this country the 
enthusiasm for revisionist ufology faded 
some years ago. In Europe, however, it 
claims a small army of adherents who hold 
that the “UFO phenomenon” is (to state 
crudely an idea that is often elegantly argued) 
a psychological aberration symptomatic of 
something akin to a planet-wide nervous 
breakdown.

Empirical evidence for so exotic a notion 
(it can hardly be called a hypothesis) is 
scant. But if the revisionists’ answers are 
unsatisfactory—I think, for example, that 
they are quite wrong to assert that no 
nonhuman intelligence is involved in any 
entity experiences—at least they have raised 
some provocative questions about the role 
psychological processes play in such events. 
In addressing these questions, Evans takes a 
bold and original approach.

In the course of a long book printed in 
small type he argues that “there exists, within 
the human mind, a capability for one part 
of that mind to function autonomously: one 
of the things it can do is to stage a display, 
which it presents to the conscious mind to 
perceive. The conscious mind may have little 
or no idea that this is happening.” The 
“producer,” as he calls this function, 
constructs our dreams, which of course we 
recognize as wholly subjective, and it also on 
occasion produces hallucinatory figures, 
which we may easily mistake for “real” 
entities.

This explanation is fine as far as it goes, 
but Evans expands it to include those cases

SYMBOL OF A MAGICAL AGE
Put magic into your life with this striking metal image of the West Wizard, 

the legendary ancient magus who ruled the Western World when magic was king. 
The West Wizard was mage, seer and teacher of esoteric knowledge.

Tradition relates that after consulting their crystal balls the Wizards could shift 
time tracks to change the future itself. The Wizards were especially skilled in the 
intricacies of alchemy and medicine.

Now you can own this charming and authentic reproduction of the West 
Wizard, cast in pewter with a bronze overlay, peering into a ball of geniune lead 
crystal. An intriguing table or desk ornament, over 3* tall, with a mystical aura. 
Only $23.50, plus postage and handling: $2.50 U.S.A.; $3.50 foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O Box 249, Highland Park, IL 00035
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(crisis apparitions, for example) in which an 
entity communicates information the 
percipient could not possibly have known. He 
believes that in these instances the producer 
interacts with an outside agent (another intel­
ligence, human or nonhuman) to create an 
entity appearance that “embodies informa­
tion supplied by both.” The forms these 
entities take—humanoids, ghosts, fairies or 
whatever—reflect “our unarticulated wishes, 
fears, hopes or preoccupations.” Sometimes 
this process produces manifestations of at 
least some physical substance.

Evans sums up his theory in these words: 
“The entity-experience has a material basis 
that can reasonably be conceived of as a 
physical communication, fabricated by 
an autonomously operating part of the 
percipient's mind, either on its own or in 
liaison with an external agent; expressed in 
the same encoded-signal form as any other 
mental communication; presented to the 
conscious mind as a substitute for the sensory 
input from the real world; and occasionally 
being given a temporary external expression 
utilizing some kind of quasi-physical psi- 
substance.”

$
Correspondence Course

in the contemporary techniques of

Is Evans right? I don’t know. But he 
certainly is to be admired for his effort to 
bring new ideas to bear on this fascinating, 
endlessly complex subject which so seldom 
gets the intelligent scrutiny it deserves. 
Visions, Apparitions, Alien Visitors is so 
superior to the average work on the para­
normal that, whether Evans is right or wrong, 
his book deserves our highest respect. And 
of course if he is right, then his book is a 
literary landmark.

A less important but still worthwhile book 
is John Rimmer’s The Evidence for Alien 
Abductions (The Aquarian Press, Welling­
borough, Northamptonshire, England, 1984, 
160 pages, £2.50, paperback). Despite the 
somewhat misleading title Rimmer, who edits 
Magonia, the leading journal of revisionist 
ufology, takes the view that “abductions” 
are probably purely imaginary events. He 
leans toward Alvin Lawson's idea that 
abductees are reexperiencing “birth traumas,” 
although few psychologists and neurologists 
believe any such phenomenon exists or is 
possible. (Rimmer does concede that the 
“Birth Trauma Hypothesis is far from being 
proved .... Even the existence of any
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form of birth trauma is a subject of consider­
able controversy among psychologists 
themselves.”)

But Rimmer is refreshingly undogmatic in 
his approach and he acknowledges that 
reasonable people can read the evidence 
differently. 1 have to say I am unpersuaded 
by some of his arguments. At the same time 
I think the UFO literature has needed a 
skeptical book on abductions and I’m glad 
that someone as thoughtful and literate as 
John Rimmer has written it. Those readers 
who want to know what the case for abduc­
tions looks like should read Budd Hopkins’ 
Missing Time (1981) and make up their 
own minds.

OTHER REVIEWS
CLEAR INTENT by Lawrence Fawcett 
and Barry J. Greenwood, Prentice-Hall, 
Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1984, 264 
pages, $17.95 hardcover, $8.95 paper­
back.

Clear Intent is a comprehensive overview 
of UFO-related documents compiled over the 
years by the FBI, the CIA, the air force, the 
State Department, the coast guard and other 
agencies of the U.S. government. The 
documents were obtained over the last eight 
years by a number of civilian UFO investi­
gators using the Freedom of Information and 
Privacy Act.

The book consists of a foreword by J. 
Allen Hynek, a preface, 14 chapters and 
two appendices plus a useful glossary of 
acronyms, a bibliography and an index. After 
a general introductory chapter Lawrence 
Fawcett and Barry Greenwood devote three 
chapters to examining documents related to 
the fall 1975 Strategic Air Command base 
incidents, when unidentified craft appeared 
over a number of sensitive installations where 
nuclear weapons are stored. The authors 
should have pointed out, but don’t, that 
Venus may have caused several of the later 
sightings, those that occurred in the early 
morning hours. (Venus certainly was not the 
cause of most of the interesting sightings, 
such as that of a large lighted object hovering 
over a missile site at Malmstrom Air Force 
Base in Montana. When F-106’s flew over, 
that object turned its lights out; when the 
interceptors had passed, it turned its lights 
on again.)
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The fifth chapter recounts incidents before 
1975, including several possibly UFO-related 
crashes of air force planes. One of the most 
interesting reports, from the coast guard, 
describes the appearance of a strange 
submerged lighted object in the Pascagoula 
River on November 11, 1973, exactly one 
month after the famous Hickson-Parker 
“abduction.”

The sixth chapter presents U.S. govern­
ment documents relating to various foreign 
sightings, such as a Kuwait oil field incident 
when a UFO shut down automatic pumps, 
the Iranian jet incident (recounted in March 
1984 Fate) and the Valentich aircraft 
disappearance in Australia (March 1979 
Fate).

The seventh chapter focuses on alleged 
animal mutilations and mysterious unmarked 
helicopters. Chapters eight through 11 offer 
samples of the CIA and FBI documents. 
Unfortunately the authors fail to place the 
documents within their historical contexts, 
thus making it impossible for uninformed 
readers to appreciate their significance. For 
example, Fawcett and Greenwood present the 
summer 1952 CIA documents but nowhere 
explain that these documents reflected official 
concern about the June-July 1952 UFO flap 
that culminated in sightings over Wash­
ington, D.C. Chapter 12 consists of the small 
amount of information the National Security



104 FATE

Complete Study Course. Request FREE brochure.
American Parapsychological Research Foundation 

Box 8447, Dept. A, CaUbases, CA 91302

Loaded with cosmic symbolism, 
32-lnch diameter chart on purple 
veloura with vinyl backing, accentu­
ated with white letters and figures. 
Ideal to meditate upon. A treasure to 
keep and use forever. Send $29.00 to 
Perfect Patterns, P.O. Box 218, 
Lambertville, Ml 48144.

documents, was forced to release. The court 
permitted NSA to keep secret the bulk of its 
UFO documents.

Chapter 13 concerns the battle between 
official agencies and Citizens Against UFO 
Secrecy (CAUS), a group formed in 1978 
specifically to uncover government docu­
ments. The authors tell what happened to 
CAUS member Robert Todd when he tried 
to get information about the 1967 Cuban jet 
incident. The FBI called on him because he 
threatened to write to Cuba for information 
if he couldn't get it from NSA or the CIA!

Fawcett and Greenwood conclude that the 
government documents prove UFOs are real. 
They recite an incident still under investiga­
tion: the December 30, 1980, landing in a 
forest at Rendlesham, England. Initial 
information on this incident came from 
one of the military personnel. Eventually 
investigators obtained a document that 
supported the man’s story and they located 
other military witnesses.

An epilogue describes a landing at Kirtland 
Air Force Base in Albuquerque, N. Mex., in 
August 1980. The information on this event 
is found in a short document released by the 
Air Force Office of Special Investigations. 
My own investigation into that incident 
indicates that it did take place and that the 
government has much more information than 
it is willing to admit to having.

Despite certain problems and inaccuracies 
Clear Intent is one of the better UFO books 
of recent years. Perhaps it will encourage 
other informants to tell us what they know 
about government UFO secrets.—Bruce 
Maccabee.

IN SEARCH OF THE SHROUD OF 
TURIN by Robert Drews, Rowman & 
Allanheld, Totowa, N.J., 1984,133 pages, 
$15.95.

In Search of the Shroud of Turin pretends 
to be a scholarly work but is instead an exer­
cise in sloppy research and loose reasoning.

Robert Drews tries to prove that the shroud 
is identical with the Mandylion of Constan­
tinople, another cloth supposedly depicting 
the image of Christ and generally believed to 
have been lost centuries ago. Had Drews been 
able to verify this link, he would have estab­
lished that the shroud existed long before the 
mid-14th-Century date that is now the earliest
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to which the shroud can be traced. But to fit 
the square peg of the shroud into the round 
hole of the mandylion, he is forced to ignore 
such minor points as that the shroud shows 
the image of an obviously dead and crucified 
man, while the mandylion’s origins have it 
as an object that Jesus presented while alive 
to King Abgar. That image is of a living man, 
and only of his face at that.

Drews even attempts to support the notion 
(originally Ian Wilson's) that the shroud was 
folded to show only the face and that the 
facial image was the icon known as the 
mandylion; Drews states erroneously that the 
creases in the cloth of the shroud where it was 
folded have been identified. They have not. 
Drews cites a reference to Kenneth Stevenson 
and Gary Habermas’ Verdict on the Shroud 
(reviewed in April 1982 Fate). When I 
checked the reference, I found it has nothing 
to do with the creases.

Drews alludes to the findings of Joe Nickell 
and Walter McCrone, who have produced 
strong evidence that the shroud is a forgery, 
but then he totally ignores their work, 
preferring instead to accept as gospel every­
thing the proauthenticity groups (namely the 

Holy Shroud Guild and the Shroud of Turin 
Research Project) say about the shroud, even 
though their pronouncements have been 
challenged at nearly every point.

We really didn’t need another bad book 
on the shroud but Drews, who should have 
been able to do better (he is a professor of 
classics), has given us one anyway.—Gordon 
Stein.

THE FOUR MAJOR MYSTERIES OF 
MAINLAND CHINA by Paul Dong, 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J., 1984,213 pages, $8.95, paperback.

Now that the Bamboo Curtain is being 
raised, the appearance of a book on Chinese 
psychic and Fortean mysteries was inevitable. 
Paul Dong, a Chinese-American journalist, 
has written The Four Major Mysteries of 
Mainland China, about UFOs, psychic 
phenomena, qi gong and wildmen (China’s 
Bigfoot). Each subject is covered in detail and 
the chapters are well illustrated.

The chapters on UFOs and psi are the least 
satisfactory. While the Chinese seem to be 
fascinated by UFO reports, apparently they
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make little effort to investigate them. This 
of course isn’t Dong’s fault but it does 
force him simply to cite cases of sometimes 
questionable merit along with reports of the 
many UFO conferences held in China.

The chapters on psychic phenomena 
present an opposite problem. Chinese 
scientists are investigating the phenomenon 
of eyeless sight—the alleged ability of many 
Chinese children to read materials in sealed 
envelopes. Dong, in common with his scien­
tific colleagues on the mainland, under­
estimates the role that fraud may be playing 
in these demonstrations. In fact, Dong is 
positively tiresome in his repeated insistence 
that this research is valid.

Whatever the failings of the first two 
sections of Four Major Mysteries, Dong 
redeems himself with his chapters on qi gong 
and wildmen. Qi gong is a Chinese martial 
arts practice which uses breathing exercises 
to activate psychokinesis. (Fate reprinted 
some of this material in its November 1984 
issue; see “The Miracle of Breath Control.”) 
Dong offers a fine up-to-date scientific 
examination of the subject. Research into the 
mysteries of qi gong seems, fortunately, to 

be more sophisticated than Chinese research 
into ESP. The chapters on Chinese wildman 
reports are even better, drawing on all 
sorts of modem and historical accounts of 
such sightings.

Four Major Mysteries, while not a perfect 
book, is nonetheless an important and worth­
while one. For the most part Dong has done 
a good job of gathering and presenting his 
material. The book falters only because 
Chinese research into the borderlands of 
science is still in a primitive state.—D. 
Scott Rogo.

RARE HALOS, MIRAGES, ANOMALOUS 
RAINBOWS AND RELATED ELECTRO­
MAGNETIC PHENOMENA edited by 
William R. Corliss, The Sourcebook 
Project, Box 107, Glen Arm, Md. 21057, 
1984, 238 pages, $12.95.

“It is at least as important to realize what 
is not known as it is to realize what is well- 
explained,” William Corliss writes in his 
introduction to Rare Halos, Mirages, 
Anomalous Rainbows and Related Electro­
magnetic Phenomena, the latest collection of
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earthly anomalies compiled under the aegis 
of the Sourcebook Project.

For more than a decade Corliss has been 
ferreting out Fortean oddities buried in scores 
of scientific journals from this and other 
centuries. Rare Halos is concerned with a 
wide variety of electromagnetic phenomena 
whose manifestations are responsible for a 
host of not entirely explained or understood 
observations by scientists and nonscientists 
alike. Corliss’ material has been culled from 
sober and responsible journals such as 
Monthly Weather Review, Journal of the 
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, 
Meteorological Magazine and Nature.

Because many observations are a century 
or more old, they are automatically viewed 
as suspect by today's skeptics because 
“everyone knows” science was more primi­
tive back then. Even if we concede some 
validity to that cynical remark, what are we 
to make of “optical effects consisting of 
luminescent filaments and whiskers, first 
observed by the astronauts of Soyuz-9,” to 
say nothing of “certain ionospheric disturb­
ances observed near Boulder, Colo., around 
the time of the Alaskan earthquake . . . 
[on] March 28, 1964” (Journal of 
Geophysical Research)!

In his opening remarks Corliss points out 
that the material published to date (20 
volumes in all, most cf which Fate has 
reviewed) covers only about 25 percent of the 
material in his library. And, he says, “new 
material is being added at the rate of about 
1200 new articles and items per year, 300 of 
which are from current literature.”

Yet large as these figures are, they reflect 
data from “only the scientific journals of the 
United States and England .... There 
remain the English language journals of the 
rest of the world.” Add foreign language 
journals and it becomes readily apparent that 
what we don’t know may very well exceed 
what we think we do know.

It is of course impossible to tell of what 
value to society all of this anomaly-collecting 
will be. But then, who can tell at birth of 
what use a child will be? Those who would 
reject the preservation and study of anoma­
lies could be closing the door to a better 
tomorrow. Corliss and the Sourcebook 
Project deserve your support. Send them a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope and request 
a catalog.—George W. Earley.



— REPORT FROM THE —

These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments Send your opinion 
of articles and stones of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth Pl, Highland 
Park, Ш 60035

ONE BURIAL CLOTH-OR TWO?
In "Report from the Readers” (September 

1984 Fate) Gary Gross challenges “various 
discussions” of the Shroud of Turin which 
imply that it was a single burial cloth when 
New Testament accounts refer to two or more 
cloths for the burials of Lazarus and Jesus 
of Nazareth. If Gross had read my book 
Portrait of Jesus? The Illustrated Story of 
the Shroud of Turin (Stein & Day, 1983), he 
would have found a full discussion of the 
points he raises along with attempts to ration­
alize the apparent variance. In my book I 
quoted the analysis made by an eminent Bible 
scholar, the late Dr. John A. T. Robinson, 
who found the greatest inconsistencies among 
the various Bible versions while the New 
Testament Greek is fairly consistent as well 
as compatible with the Shroud of Turin data.

Robinson’s explanations cite the Greek 
word othonia used by both Luke and John 
in describing Jesus’ burial; othonia should 
be translated as “shroud.” The word 
Sudarion, used with reference to both 
Lazarus and Jesus, probably was the jaw 
band which went under the chin and tied on 
top of the head to keep the mouth closed; 
on Easter morning it was seen separate from 
the shroud. The keiriai were doubtless “tie 
cloths,” strips used to bind Lazarus' wrists 
and ankles and perhaps in a couple of places 
on the body to keep the shroud in place. 
Keiriai would have been used in completing 
Jesus’ burial, had His body remained in the 
tomb. It would have been the keiriai Jesus 
referred to when He instructed that Lazarus 

be “loosed.”—Frank C. Tribbe, Penn 
Laird, Va.

SEARCH FOR TRUTH
J. Gordon Melton, in his review of The 

Holy Books of Thelema (August 1984 
Fate), shows his ignorance of mediumistic 
communication when he declares Aleister 
Crowley’s “Guardian Angel” Aiwass to be 
nothing more than Crowley’s own “higher 
self.” This implies there was nothing excep­
tional about his material because it originated 
in his own head. And because guardian 
angels can’t exist, obviously no communica­
tion ever took place.

Melton’s attitude reflects the typical 
Christian point of view which denigrates 
anything that can’t be substantiated by rigid, 
dogmatic, limited doctrines.

We’re never going to understand life’s 
mysteries unless we get rid of the useless, 
unimaginative, false concepts we have 
labored to keep alive throughout history, the 
very history that literally bristles with 
evidence of the reality of life after death. 
Even the Bible is full of allusions to spirits 
and God-sent prophets whom the church was 
quick to persecute.

We are due for an awakening—and isn’t 
this what such writings as Crowley’s are all 
about? Finding the truth about man’s ability 
to contact the “other side” is significant if 
we are to escape the misinformation and 
deliberate deceptions of the past.

We are never alone. We are surrounded by 
discarnates of all sorts, some near-gods and
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others on-their-way-to-being who watch us 
and keep accurate records of what we say and 
do as well as what we never say aloud for fear 
of exposing the degraded nature of our real 
intentions and motivations. While this 
record-keeping constitutes their major 
occupation, these unseen entities are never 
too busy to pass on some words of wisdom 
if their charges show an interest in learning. 
But the skeptics will never know whether such 
communication is possible because they’ll not 
reach out for it.

It’s easy and comfortable to believe we can 
get away with the dastardly things we do, the 
cruelties we practice against our fellowmen. 
But look at the general level of our civiliza­
tion: Our present disgrace is the result of 
karmic debt carried over from long-forgotten 
lives in which we ignored the advice to love 
one another and the specific warnings of the 
Ten Commandments. We’re all paying 
through the nose for lack of attention to our 
spiritual growth. And it's already too late to 
lament our plight. We never know who may 
be standing at our elbows taking notes. If the 
records of our mistakes weren’t kept, how 
would the guilty ever get their just deserts or 
their victims gain the satisfaction of God’s 
perfect system of justice?—Rowing Arenson, 
Banning, Calff.

VAMPIRE SYMPOSIUM
Dr. Steven Kaplan of the Vampire Re­

search Center is participating in a “Vampire 
Symposium” to be held during the second 
annual Dark Shadows Festival in Newark, 
N. J., from November 9 to 11, 1984. Other 
participants are Thomas Schellenberger 
of the Dracula Society of Maryland and 
Jonathan Frid who played the vampire 
Barnabas Collins in the gothic serial drama 
“Dark Shadows.”

Patrick Garrison, director of The Alternate 
Shadows which, in conjunction with The 
World Federation of Dark Shadows Clubs, 
organized the symposium, believes it is a 
unique occasion in the history of vam- 
pirology. He said, “Dr. Kaplan will focus on 
the results of the research that he has studied 
through the Vampire Research Center. He 
will address the symposium about his findings 
as to whether or not there are real vampires. 
Mr. Schellenberger . . . will focus primarily 
on Dracula and his portrayal through litera­
ture, cinema and drama. Mr. Frid will discuss 
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[his role as the vampire Barnabas] and how 
it was to portray a vampire for television.” 

Persons interested in attending the Dark 
Shadows Festival may obtain information by 
sending us a stamped, self-addressed enve­
lope.— The Alternate Shadows (F), P. O. Box 
1199, Long Island City, N. Y. 11101.

IT HAD TO COME
In “1 See by the Papers” (August 1984 

Fate) I note that Curtis Fuller discusses the 
gender of God. With women's lib flourishing 
as it is, I suppose it had to come.

The May 7,1984, issue of Time magazine 
contains a picture of a female crucifix which 
was hung in the Episcopal Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine in Manhattan. I suppose 
it had to come.—C. D. Prewitt, Mount 
Sterling, Ky.

Human conceit has long envisioned 
"God” as humanoid and male conceit has 
endowed Him with masculinity. A different 
picture emerges if we examine God rationally.

First, not having partaken of the “for­
bidden fruit,” God has no need to hide His 
nakedness. With no gravity in heaven, He has 
no need of a “white throne.” No earth to 
walk upon, no need for legs. No oxygen to 
inhale up there, no need for nostrils or lungs, 
not even a heart. No food in heaven, so no 
need for teeth, tongue or digestive system. 
No wife, no need of reproductive organs to 
designate God as male.

All of this reduces the God of the Chris­
tians, Jews and Muslims to a ball of energy 
or thought. The ancient Egyptian concept of 
the sun as deity is not all that unrealistic.— 
J. P. Bessor, Butler, Pa.

ASTROLOGY AND BIORHYTHM
When I read “Truth About Astrology” 

(June 1984 Fate) I found that psychologist 
Michel Gauquelin and I have a lot in 
common—although he uses astrology and I 
use biorhythm to make character analyses.

In 1973 1 accidentally discovered the 
character side of biorhythm. Each day has 
its own set of biorhythm numbers which I call 
"personal numbers.” To do a chart showing 
the ups, downs and critical days, another set 
of numbers would have to be added. Using 
the birth dates of unknown and well-known 
persons, I found there are typical personal­
ities in certain professions and occupations. 
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MADAME CLAIRE 
World Famoui Astrologer 

Answers 5 questions, $10.
Complete Reading, $25.
Send photo and birth data.

MADAME CLAIRE, Dept. F
P.O. Box 4307, Mountain View, CA 94040

St. Madonna’s Temple of Light
5 Questions Answered. 

In-depth Trance Reading. S10. 
On Cassette Tape. $20

Send stamped sell-addressed 
envelope, birthdate and photo 

REV JENNIE EASTERLING 
406 S. Poplar 

Kankakee. IL 60901

DO YOU BELIEVE INI 
3k MIRACLES?! 
i'll What rtn vnu want? Mnnpv? Snr. _

There is a typical doctor, actor, politician, 
rapist, policeman, clergyman, engineer, con 
man, fireman or teacher. Some are naturally 
humanitarians; some are sexy or shy; some 
are not.

I disagree with some of the statements in 
the article. Your author writes, “So what 
Gauquelin has discovered are predilections 
which mildly influence our personality 
development and not laws that predict how 
a child will turn out.” My research shows we 
а'г what our birth date numbers show; to try 
to be otherwise causes great unhappiness. As 
Carl Jung said: “Whatever is bom or done 
at this moment in time has the qualities of 
this moment of time.”

While Gauquelin believes induced labor or 
caesarian section “totally upsets the patterns 
he is looking for,” my research shows that 
what is meant to be will be. A child has the 
personality ordered by the day, not the 
manner, of his birth.

I publish a newsletter on biorhythm called 
The Truth. Fate readers may obtain a 
complimentary copy by sending a stamped, 
self-addressed, business-size envelope to 
me.—/геле Hamlen Stephenson, P. O. Box 
3893-F3, Chatsworth, Calif. 91313.

PIRATES’ LOOT
The excellent article “Crystal Skull of 

Death” (July-August 1984 Fate) may well 
be correct in discrediting F. A. Mitchell- 
Hedges’ alleged discovery of the skull. But 
there is one intriguing possibility that authors 
Joe Nickell and John F. Fischer should 
have addressed.

According to The Treasure Hunter by 
Robin Moore and Howard Jennings, 
Mitchell-Hedges found pirate treasure on The 
Cow, a tiny island in the Roatan Island 
harbor off the coast of Honduras. Mitchell- 
Hedges and his companions found three 
chests but fled with only two, making a dawn 
escape from the Honduran authorities who 
are ever watchful for treasure hunters. The 
discovery is supposed to have occurred in 
1935 and to have netted $600,000 for 
Mitchell-Hedges. The death of his father 
fortuitously enabled him to conceal the 
principal source of his sudden wealth.

Howard Jennings, a professional treasure­
hunter, encountered the foregoing story and 
attempted to confirm it in a practical way: 
he and Robin Moore went to search for the 
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third chest. Roatan Island did in fact have 
a pirate colony and is believed to have been 
a haven for the English buccaneer Sir Henry 
Morgan. Jennings’ research led him to think 
that the treasure Mitchell-Hedges found was 
part of the loot (valued at S50 million) taken 
in Morgan’s sack of Panama in 1671.

Jennings and Moore located the site of the 
former pirate village, bought the land, 
cleared it and promptly dug up a small trove 
of gold coins and a necklace near an old 
foundation. (This was presumably some 
pirate's savings buried in his back garden.) 
Having successfully deflected attention from 
their real goal, they proceeded to explore The 
Cow one night. There they unearthed a chest 
containing a pair of archetypal pirate’s boots, 
65 pounds of silver ingots and some gold 
nuggets—but this chest was apparently not 
Mitchell-Hedges’ third chest. Jennings thinks 
that many chests of the divided booty remain 
to be found in the vicinity.

It seems quite possible that the crystal skull 
was part of the treasure that Mitchell-Hedges 
found and that Sydney Burney bought it 
directly or indirectly when the treasure was 
surreptitiously sold. Mitchell-Hedges may 
have reacquired the skull in 1944 out of 
sentimentality. Burney’s vague answer about 
the skull’s previous owner (quoted from the 
1933 letter) adds weight to this idea. This 
would also explain the false stories about the 
discovery, which are perfectly understandable 
if Mitchell-Hedges or his daughter hoped to 
return someday to retrieve the third chest.

I think it is particularly significant that 
Sibley S. Morrill, whom the authors quote, 
said, “Some stories are that he found it in 
a Mayan temple on an island off the coast 
of Honduras.” The “Mayan temple” is 
embellishment but the location coincides.

MM BRIAN SEABROOK
Ff ■ (Kingdon L. Brown)
Í ’ _ «ai Answer* 5 question», $10
L. Complete Natal Chart, $25

Send photo, birth date, time and

BRIAN SEABROOK
P.O. Box 31022, Phoenix, AZ 85046 U.SJL

a YOUR PERSONAL 
HOROSCOPE - $2.25 
Includes free gift. Also free herb 
literature on request: "How To 
Be Healthier." Send birth date 
a” yeaKARYN MEHRS 

1464 W. Wlnnemac 
Chicago. IL 60640

MOVING?

170 Future Way. Ma

Don't ria* missing ■ single issue ol FATE 
typed or punted. Attach the address label 

of FATE and mall to FATE/Subecriptlona. 
don. OH «302.

LUCKY NUMBERS
Specially attuned to vibrations of your name and 
the dates that you use the numbers. You will 
receive three (3) numbers for each week, covering 
52 weeks 365 days, or an entire future year. Use 
numbers when you please and watch the results! 
Only $9.00 with stamped and clearly self- 
addressed return envelope.

SSS-NAMErology, Dept. 9F 
P.O. Box 4307, Mountain View, CA 94040

П ADDISON
NOTED PSYCHOMETRIST
Answers 5 questions ... $10.00
Aura Reading.............. $20.00
Numerology Reading .. $20.00 

Send photo Л birthdate
ADDISON, Box 358 

Rensselaer, NY 12144

SELF-EXPANSION READING 
Review your past—Create your future 

GRACE WITTENBERGER, a channel for Teachers from the 
Expanded Dimensions of Life, can help you. Why did you 
choose this life? What choices can you make for your 
future? What guidelines can you receive from the World 
of Increased Perspectives? For more information send 
self-addressed, stamped, #10 envelope to: \ g g / 
Cosmic Energy and Man Aligned \л/
Grace Wittenberger - #226 
4650 Kester, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
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The only objection to this pirate-loot 
theory appears to be that Burney owned 
the skull in 1933 while Mitchell-Hedges 
supposedly discovered the treasure in 1935. 
But the closeness of these dates is suggestive. 
They can be reconciled if we assume that 
Jennings or his source made a mistake or if 
Mitchell-Hedges changed the date to conceal 
further the treasure’s discovery.—Michael T. 
Shoemaker, Alexandria, Va.

THE BEEFEATER KNEW
I have never considered myself particularly 

psychic but my mother has always had the 
ability to understand me and empathize. We 
have been very close despite the fact that I 
have spent most of my married life far away 
from her.

One particular incident seems to have no 
explanation other than a psychic one. Four 
years ago my husband and I were living in 
London. I had been miserably homesick and 
miserably sick with a difficult pregnancy. 
Mom's unfailing letters always promised 
happier days ahead. One day I sent her a doll, 
a simple beefeater souvenir from the Tower 
of London. It was just a token of affection 

and I thought nothing of it at the time.
Then our daughter was bom, several weeks 

ahead of schedule. Happy at last, we phoned 
home to New Jersey with the news. But 
Mother already knew. Her beefeater had 
been facing west and that morning had 
turned to the wall, facing east to England. 
She noticed it when she was cleaning and 
turned the doll back the right way. When she 
later returned to the room, the beefeater was 
facing London again, so she knew something 
had happened.

Because this involved such a happy 
memory, Mother left the little doll facing the 
wall. Then, unexpectedly, we were trans­
ferred back to the states. Again we phoned 
home and again Mother knew. The little doll 
had turned to face west.—Jane Perschbach, 
New Britain, Pa.

A SOUL IS A SOUL . . .
Homo sapiens chauvinists that we are, we 

construct a whole miasma of dogma and 
tradition around our vain image of ourselves 
as superior beings, allegedly made exclusively 
in the image of God. We hold that we are 

(Continued on page 127)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Anthony Norvell has epent 
many years of hie life In the 
study of psychic phenomena 
and occult philosophy. A 
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popular astrologer, psychic 
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an advisor to movie stars 
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programs.

THE OCCULT SCIENCES:
How To Get What You Want 
Through Your Occult Powers 

By ANTHONY NORVELL
Norvell reveals the mystic and occult formulas used by financial 

giants throughout history to amass huge fortunes—formulas you 
can use to bring riches Into your own life.

Discover how to reach your desired goals; how to become more 
dynamic and attractive; how to tap the psychomagnetic 
wavelengths of the invisible world and channel them for healing, 
success and abundance.

Now learn the occult secret of Transmutation, by which to 
change negative situations in your life Into joyous and rewarding 
ones; how to weave a Magnetic Spell to attract new friends, gain 
love and popularity; how to focus your vital forces for health and 
long life; how to use Astral Projection, Thought Forms, 
Psychometry—and more!

Send for your copy now! Only $7.95 plus 
postage-handling: $1.00 U.S.A.; $1.50 foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 80035
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WANT TO TRY something old? For thousands of 
years aromatics have been used for spirituality, 
sensuality, magic and healing. Now Rhizotome 
creates the opportunity to discover the wonderful 
world of essential oils and connect with a tradition 
that originates in Ancient Egypt and AyurVeda. 
Free catalog.—Rhizotome, Box 588, Boulder, CO 
80306. Wholesale/retail.

___________ ASTROLOGY___________  
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED ASTROLOGER 
offers Yultetide Special: Natal horoscope 
progressed with transits, $35.00. Include birth 
information.—Michelle Hams, 4641 Reeves Ave., 
Ridgecrest. CA 93555. Free catalog._________
FORETELL FUTURE. Fascinating amazingly 
accurate astrology chart, prediction book and 
cards, $12.00 postpaid. Great gift idea.—Destiny, 
Box 1955, San Marcos, CA 92069__________
COMPLETE HOROSCOPE, $25.00, with pro­
gressive. $35.00. Send birth information.— 
Dorothy Dick, 4151 Concordia, St. Louis, MO 
63116________________________________
SEEK CORRESPONDENTS—Minoan Bronze 
Age calendar, 72 cube Tarot of Babel, Thera, 
Delphic Oracle, 432,1AOA, Eos, history of Chess, 
Ishtar Key.—Stephen Franklin, 1804 Park Ave., 
Halethorpe, MD 21227___________________
ASTROLOGICAL SERVICES: Natal, $25; 
synastry, horary, $30. Send date, time, place, 
questions.—Yael Ruth Dragwyla, Box 1548, 
Goleta, CA 93116_______________________
YOUR FUTURE: Understand it, gain control. 
Everyone can use our new interpreted astrological 
progressions. Your individual aspects accurately 
computed and explained in plain English. Raw data 
for the professional astrologer, too. Send for free 
information to: Quintile, Box 4071, New Haven, 
CT 06525_____________________________

BIORHYTHM
UNDERSTAND YOUR BIORHYTHM. Send 
SASE for special rates to: Biodata, P.O. Box 226, 
Merrick, NY 11566

BIORHYTHMS—Computer generated with expla­
nation. Six months, $4.00. Send birth date.—Miller 
Quality Computer Programming, P.O. Box 4131,
Yatesville Station, Wallingford, CT 06492

BOOKS-FOLIOS

SEX IN THE BIBLE. Entertaining, factual, 
sometimes shocking. Unique look into little known 
subject. Complete report, $6.00 ppd.—Bible, Box 
F-1203, Winona, MN 55987
WIN $50.00 HOUR playing Blackjack! Write: 
Pacific, Box 1015-F, National City, CA 92050
LEARN HOW YOU MAY be partly an extra­
terrestrial. By “next Darwin.” Write for free 
scientifically-supported details that could improve 
your life.—Max Flindt, Theoretical anthropologist, 
at 344 San Luis Ave.. Los Altos, CA 94022
TRUTH HURTS. List of books exploring the self 
people will tell you not to read. $1.00 SASE.— 
Atlantis Rising, 2506 Bazetta Rd., Warren, OH 
44481
GOD’S SEVEN SPIRITS! Hardcover, $3.00 — 
Press, 2754 Mariquita, Long Beach, CA 90803
THE WAY TO NIRVANA plainly laid out. Free 
Buddhist literature.—P.O. Box 1011, Tacoma, WA 
98401
MASTER YOURSELF, Master Your Life, by Bob 
Lancer. The book for discovering the natural order 
process of balanced living and harmonious self- 
development. How to create what you want. 
$6.95/ppd to: Limitless Light Publishing, 8115-1 
N. 35th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85021 
“MAN’S DESTINY—CREATIVITY OR OBLIV­
ION” Critical, provocative. “Man must shape up 
or ship out!” Gold embossed cover. $9.95 Postage 
$1.25,—The Institute of L.L.U., P.O. Box 472206, 
Garland, TX 75047
SPIRITUALIST BOOK LIST. 400+ titles. Most 
printed between 1840 to 1910. AU good condition. 
Prices range from $10 to $35. Send $2.00.—Middle 
Earth Bookshop, 2791 E. 14 Mite Rd., Dept. FA, 
Sterling Heights, MI 48077. 313/979-7340
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BOOKS—FOLIOS
ABSOLUTELY FREE book catalog. UFOs, rein­
carnation, ESP, others. Discounts and refunds 
available.—Rainmaker Books, Box 508, Hawkins­
ville, GA 31036
THE SACRED MUSHROOM by Puharich. Out 
of print, 200 pages, $6.00.—Brother Bob, Box 
14115, Cleveland. OH 44114
START WINNING THOSE impossible longshot

to: Aries + Publications, 6719 Hollywood Blvd., 
Hollywood, CA 90028
COURSE IN TRUTH: Discover hidden truths, put 
power in your life. 31 lessons, $10.00. Details: 
Publications for Living, 11224 Big Bend, St. Louis, 
MO 63122
SEE THE HUMAN AURA! Swami Panchadasi’s 
amazing book now gives you the secret key for 
developing the aura. Send $3.95.—META, Box 
6064AE, Long Island City, NY 11106

ALIEN CIVILIZATIONS, UFOs, reincarnation, 
the new age. Order the informative “New Age 
Handbook.” $2.00.—Rainmaker Books, attn. 
Marion Smith, Box 508, Hawkinsville, GA 31036

ABSOLUTELY FREE catalog of quality New Age 
books! 100% refund on books if you find better 
prices anywhere.—Rainmaker Books, Box 508, 
Hawkinsville, GA 31036
UFO. EXTRATERRESTRIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
proofs SASE.—America West, Box 441335, 
Aurora, CO 80044
VISIT THE GLORIOUS DAYS of ancient Egypt’s 
famed “Boy Pharaoh!” View the most splendid of 
the artifacts unearthed in the sensational discovery 
of his tomb. Order “Treasures of Tutankhamun” 
now! This big 176-page 8'4 x 11 softbound book 
contains 76 stunning full-color photos and many 
in black and white. Included are the story of the 
“Discovery of the Tomb” and the history of 
“Tutankhamun and His World.” Formerly $8.95. 
Now $4.95, plus postage-handling: $1.00 USA; 
$1.50 foreign.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, 
Highland Park, IL 60035
SEEKING ANSWERS? Solutions to personal 
problems? All revealed through universal knowl­
edge of spirits. Communicate directly with your 
deceased loved ones or famous personalities. 
Complete guide, "The Spirit Connection,” yours 
for $5.00 p&h included.—Lifeline Books, 1601 
Queen St., Cornwall, Ont. Canada
MASTER LIFE’S MYSTERIES. “Eight Keys to 
Cosmic Consciousness.” $7.00.—Temple Publica­
tions. 3327 SW Dosch Rd., Portland. OR 97201 

RULDOLPH STEINER’S BOOKS on spiritual 
science, reincarnation, meditation, karma, 
medicine, esoterics, Christology. Free catalog.— 
Anthroposhopic Press, 258 Hungry Hollow Rd., 
Spring Valley, NY 10977
ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! Swami 
Panchadasi’s powerful book new gives you the 
secret key to astral projection. Send $2.95. 
Guaranteed.—META, Box 6064FA, Long Island 
City, NY 11106
HOW TO CAST LOVE SPELLS. Bible magic! 
Guaranteed! Send $6.00 to Sandler, 19-E West 
Park, Merchantville, NJ 08109
1000’s OF HORROR, OCCULT, UFO, science 
fiction paperbacks, hardcovers. Free catalog.— 
Lamira, Box 12093, Dept. 88. Baltimore, MD 
21281________________________________
ASTONISHING FACTS! New Age Handbook. 
Send $2.00.—Marion Smith, Box 508, Hawkins­
ville, GA 31036
MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How to 
make it work for you. Quick, easy method for 
developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95. — 
META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, NY 11106
JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof Flavius 
Josephus created Fictional Jesus, authored Gospels. 
Scholarly booklet, $4.00,—Vector, Box 6215-M, 
Bellevue, WA 98008
MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How to 
influence others with your thoughts. Dominate 
power! Amazing book reveals secrets of mind pow­
er you need to achieve success, happiness. Send 
$2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 6064 FS, Long 
Island City, NY 11106
OUT OF PRINT BOOKFINDER.—2035-F Ever- 
ding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants.
SUCCESS, FAME. FORTUNE, HAPPINESS can 
be yours! Free revealing information: Success 
Story, Box 680, Nowata, OK 74048
MIND MASTERY? In seven days. Secrets revealed 
start giving fast results you need for achieving 
personal power, wealth, happiness. Full instruc­
tions. Send $2.95. Guaranteed.—META, Box 
6064MA, Long Island City, NY 11106
“SECRETS OF THE PSALMS.” Reveals 
mysterious forces for gaining money, luck and 
overcoming evil. Send $4.00.—Mayahouse, Box 
9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107
136+ BIBLICAL CONTRADICTIONS, more! 
$3.00.—Crusade Publications, Box 200, Redmond, 
WA 98052____________________________
DISCOVERING YOUR HIGHER SELF: living 
free from Karmic law. $3.50 ppd.—Christ Truth 
Foundation, Sun City, CA 92381
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LOTTO PLAYERS! Racegoers! For pleasure and 
profit use Nature's law of cycles. Details: E.F. 
Latimer, P.O. Box 396, Rexdale, Ont. Canada 
M9W 5L4
ARE YOU SEARCHING? Free catalog listing 
hundreds of books in the fields of metaphysics, 
comparative religion, self-help and survival.— 
Hiawatha Book Co., RR, Bondurant, IA 50035
AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, by Hal 
Banks. An absorbing, practical course pursuing the 
world beyond the 5 senses. Explores reincarnation, 
spiritualism, the ouija board, parapsychology, 
apparitions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large format, 
soft bound. $9.95 + $1.00 р/h.—Venture Book­
shop, PO Box 249. Highland Park, IL 60035
ANCIENT MYSTERIES EXPLORED. Free 
brochure.—Univercolian. Box 292, Dalton, 
MA 01226____________________________

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE. 
Cheap, simple, portable. Free details.—Bumper, 
P. O.Box 22791 (NC). Tampa, FL 33622
STAY HOME! Earn big money addressing 
envelopes. Genuine offer, 15c.—Lindco, 
3636-CPC Peterson, Chicago. IL 60659

CABALAH
ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. Secrets 
of the Royal Road and hidden practices. Free 
information: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA 93116______________________

CARD READING
THE CARDS DON’T LIE! An easy method 
printed on cards. Read for your friends, and 
supplement your income. $15.95 deck, postpaid.— 
Tee’s, Box 40702, Memphis, TN 38174-0702
FORETELL THE FUTURE using standard play­
ing cards (cards included), plus easy instruction 
booklet only $5.95,—RA, P.O. Box 533, Walled 
Lake, MI 48088
SEE TRANSITIONS listing under Personal.
EASY METHOD for reading ordinary playing 
cards for fun-profit-parties. $4.00,—P.O. Box 
30581-C, Portland, OR 97230
LEARN FORTUNE TELLING for fun and profit 

book, $5.00.—Wirt Agency, Box 400F, Red Oak, 
TX 75154
THE 25 WORDS in this ad would cost $27.00 per 
insertion (12 time rate). For details write: Adv. 
Dept. FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth PL, 
Highland Park, IL 60035

____________DIVINATION____________ 
YARROW, NATIVE EURASIAN PLANT, 
valued by ancients for mystical qualities. Set of 50 
stalks. For use by I Ching, adepts and with instruc­
tions for more simple divination to help find “lucky 
numbers” for lotteries, love, etc. Send $4.95.— 
P.O. Box 1502, Glen Bumie, MD 21061

_____________DOWSING____________
DOWSING BOOKS. INSTRUMENTS and 
papers, for all types of locating. Distributors of 
original Cameron Aurameter Dowsing Instrument. 
For free catalog write: Dowsing, Box 30305. Santa 
Barbara. CA 93130, or phone 805/682-5151.

FORETELL FUTURE?
“I C” CARDS . . . anyone can read cards. 
Meaning printed on each card. Simple instructions. 
$9.95.—Future Enterprises, 1287-154 Road, 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
__________ FRAGRANCES__________

DO YOU LOVE expensive perfumes such as Opi­
um and Joy, but hate expensive prices? Try our 
remarkable reproductions for up to 90*’» less.— 
Fabulous Fragrances, 21 Delwick Lane, Short 
Hills, NJ 07078________________________
SUBSCRIBE TO Fate! Don’t miss the exciting 
articles and features in coming issues. See page 130 
for a preview and money-saving offer.

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS
COMPATIBILITY OR PERSONALITY assess­
ment on cassette tape. Send handwriting samples 
and $15.00 to: Handwriting Analyst, 5228-1 
Cedarbend Drive, Ft. Myers, FL 33907
INSIGHT ON SELF, potential, career goals, the 
real you. $25.00 U.S.—Personality of Hand­
writing, PO Box 479, Westwood. NJ 07675
KNOW THE HIDDEN YOU! Your psyche re- 
vealed! Expert analyst will etch a revealing portrait 
of your soul. Send handwriting sample. Routine 
profile, $10.00. Indepth assessment, $35.00.—Lady 
Louise, Box 63, St. George, UT 84770
YOU CAN LEARN to read handwriting at home. 
Simple, new kit, $9.95 or send for free report.— 
CharacterScope, Box 4O1-F3. Brookline. MA 02146

HYPNOTISM
“HOW HYPNOSIS WORKS and How You Can 
Use It.” Informative booklet. $2.00.—Hypnosis, 
Box 491-F, Mineral Ridge. OH 44440
HYPNOSIS COURSE on 10 cassettes qualifies you 
as a registered hypnotist. Master the power of 
suggestion for $49.95. Free brochure.—Pivot 
Press, 9907-F9, Reno, NV 89507
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INSTRUCTION
LEARN POWERFUL SECRETS of the Mystic 
Light Society. Write: William Alexander Oribello, 
Box $3134, Philadelphia, PA 1910$
LESSON COURSE teaches Gnosticism.—Michael 
Bertiaux, P.O. Box 15S4, Chicago. IL 60690-1554
REASONABLY PRICED INSTRUCTION: 
Witchcraft, Tarot, meditation, healing. Free 
sample spell. SASE.—Thomasjon Grieves, POB 
20007, Houston, TX 7722$
INTENSIVE TUTORING IN HYPNOTHERAPY! 
Teachers, caseworkers, other professionals may 
qualify for practice.—Edward Hutchinson, M.A., 
14 Northtowne, Jackson, MS 39211. 601/957-3035
YOU GET LUCKY with my discovery or $5.00 
refund. Free details for stamp.—Stan Newman, 
2802 Langston Drive, Goldsboro, NC 27530
LEARN THE INNER TEACHINGS! Free 
12-page lesson in Kriya Yoga. Send $1.00 for 
handling.—Kriya Yoga Temple, 2414 N. Kedzie, 
Box 6112, Chicago, IL 60647
PARAPSYCHOLOGY COURSE. Certificate.
Free information.—APRF, Box 8447, Calabasas, 
CA 91302
SANCTUARY TEACHINGS and Gnosticism.— 
Michael Bertiaux, P.O. Box 1554, Chicago, IL 
60690-1554
PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings with the 
“Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift Set.” Ideal for 
beginners and advanced students. Includes 78-card 
Tarot deck in full color, 240-page illustrated book, 
and large illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box for 
display and storage, $15.00 plus $1.50 postage­
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, 
Highland Park, IL 60035.
ASTROLOGY SECRETS REVEALED! New 
home study course. Not monthly “horoscope” 
commercialism.—Eternal Enterprises, Box 60913B, 
Sacramento, CA 95860
HEAVENLY EMERGENCE of God’s Own 
Self. Supreme awareness, grace and healing. 
Gateway to the miraculous. Radical, effective, 
comprehensive, responsible, authoritative, practi­
cal, life-transforming, and necessary. Stamp, 
please.—Pyramid of One, 251 NW Bailey, Hills­
boro, OR 97123________________________
___________ MAGAZINES___________

RON WARMOTH’S BUSINESS PREDICTIONS. 
Newsletter. Monthly forecast of economic trends. 
Stocks, real estate, commodities, energy, etc. 
Practical applications of ESP. $25.00 yearly. 
Sample, $1.00.—Box 4037F, Los Angeles, CA 90078

FREE PAGAN GAZETTE: Sample for 20t
stamp.—POB 4172, Sunland, CA 91040
FORTEAN PHENOMENA—unexplained events— 
send $3.00 for sample Journal.—INFO, Box N, 
College Park, MD 20740
FATE COMPLETE Spring 1948 through December 
1983. Best offer.—John Cornell, 948 Seven Mile 
Road. Hope, RI 02831
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION For Metaphysics 
Bulletin. Events, articles, reports, services, heal­
ings, classifieds, more. $6.00/year; eight issues.— 
N.A.M., Box 30-4)3, Lafayette, LA 70503
GHOST TRACKERS NEWSLETTER. Quarterly 
paranormal publication. Free information 
or $10 yearly subscription.—Dale Kazmarek, 
Box 205, Oak Lawn, IL 60454-0205
PREDICTION is an established international 
magazine for those interested in astrology, the 
occult, the Tarot, graphology, palmistry and dream 
intenwetation. It also contains a 16-page astrology 
section including sun sign forecasts for the month 
ahead. 68 pages or more monthly, illustrated and 
carrying advertisements. Request a free copy NOW 
from Prediction Subscriptions, Link House, 
Dingwall Avenue, Croydon, CR9 2TA, England
HEALTH & FORTUNE IMPROVES! Free!— 
SNI, Box 4353, Burbank, CA 91503
MODERN OCCULT NEWSLETTER. One year, 
$15.00; sample, $3.00.—Esoteric Review, Box 601, 
Lenoir, NC 28645

MEMORY IMPROVEMENT
“INSTANT MEMORY” New way to remember. 
No memorization, no word associations, no sleep­
learning, no willpower, no hypnosis. Release your 
PHOTOGRAPHIC memory instantly. Nothing 
forgotten! Liberates EXTRAORDINARY 
knowlege, powers, confidence and energy. Discover 
CONTROLLED intuition, ESP, self-mastery. Im­
mediate results! Free Information.

INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED 
THINKING 

845 Via LaPaz 
Dept. F 

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

MISCELLANEOUS
A QUARTZ CRYSTAL BALL is timeless. Dis­
cover the gem which has forever enchanted 
humankind. Send for a free brochure on true 
crystal balls today.—Bodoh Gems, Dept. 1A, Box 
648, Hwy. 106, Edgerton. WI 53534
TERMPAPER CATALOG—306 pages—15,278 
papers available. Rush $2.00.—Research, 11322 
Idaho, «206FN, Los Angeles, CA 90025 . 213/ 
477-8226.
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PENTAGRAM WITH RITUAL. Most powerful 
occult talisman. $5.00 plus $1.00 shipping.— 
Brother Bob. Box 14115, Cleveland, OH 44114
FREE CATALOG (SASE). UFO contact, witch­
craft, more! Sample tape, $2.00!—408 13th St., 
284, Oakland, CA 94612
NEW (45) PHONE RECORDS. 10 to 15 years old. 
Free list.—Seasaw, Box 327, Bronx, NY 10457
ANCIENT MYSTICAL BROTHERHOOD and 
Sisterhood. Send $3.00 for membership card.— 
P.O. Box 661, Monroe, MI 48161
WANTED BY COLLECTOR-HISTORIAN. Old, 
obsolete devices (electric, magnetic, radiation) used 
in ESP, Parapsychology and healing arts. Also 
peninent literature. Describe and price.—OL. 
Linden, 1404 Dorsh Rd.. Cleveland, OH 44121
EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in your 
world with “I Ching Cards”—a new visual 
approach to the ancient Chinese system of divina­
tion and revelation. Complete with 64 hexagram 
cards, three metal Yin and Yang coins and 21 
cards of instructions, $9.00 plus $1.00 postage­
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, 
Highland Park, IL 60035.
INVENTION, IDEAS, technology wanted! 
Industry presentation/national exposition. 
1-8OO-528-6O5Ô, X831.
WANTED: One Tarot board in good condition. 
State price and address.—Jimmy Gaitan. 530 West 
L St., Colton, CA 92324_________________

MYSTIC HOLIDAYS
ANCIENT AND MYSTIC ENGLAND. Unique 
holiday presents leisurely and guided sojourn into 
a world of haunted castles, monasteries and stately 
homes. Meet and consult with England’s top class 
mediums, astrologers, meditational therapists, 
spiritual healers, etc. Send $3.00 for brochures, 
etc.—Healing Foundation, 85 Heanor Rd., 
Ilkeston, Derbyshire, England DE7 8DY.
__________ NUMEROLOGY__________

HIDDEN TALENTS REVEALED. Certified 
numerologist unlocks secrets of your birth date. 
Free information.—Numbers, Box 508036-65, 
Cicero, IL 60650_______________________
CHINESE ASTROLOGY combined with numerol­
ogy gives name reading plus one year advice. Send 
name, birth date, $10.00.—The Numerologist, 6540 
Marlborough 4106, Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3M1

ORGANIZATIONS

DEVELOP PSYCHIC POWERS. Join Interna­
tional Society. Free reading; discounts, courses. 
Details, U.S. $1.00 (Nonh America), U.S. $2.00 
(outside N.A.) Refundable. Write: Psychic Ex­
ploration Society, Suite 251F, 3 Belden Ave., 
Norwalk. CT 06852
ANCIENT PYRAMID BROTHERHOOD and 
Sisterhood. For more information write to: P.O. 
Box 661, Monroe, MI 48161

__________ PARASCIENCE__________
REPORT ON RADIONICS, hardcover, $12.95. 
Psychic supplies catalog, $2.00,—Parascience, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1362-F, Evanston, IL 60204

____________ PERSONAL____________
OCCULT POWERS UNLEASHED and mysteries 
unfold. Control your destiny and the destiny of 
others. For information, send SASE to: Monastery 
of the Golden Power, Box 53. Fox Island, WA 
98333
ATTRACT LOVE! Powerful magnetic charisma 
makes you irresistable and socially popular.— 
Energy Unlimited, Box 15O21(J), Shawnee Mission, 
KS 66215_____________________________
CONSULT THE ORACLE! The I Ching brings 
light and insight to your life. Two questions 
answered with complete interpretation. $10.00.— 
Carol Talley, Box 975-F, Chesterton, IN 46304
WEST INDIAN VISIONARY uses trance, 
pendulum, stones to advise concerning your 
questions, problems. $5.00.—Salik, Box 4446, St. 
Thomas. VI 00801
READINGS BY HEDY FRENCH. 208 Grove St- 
Leesburg, FL 32748. Four questions, $6.00. 
Successfully known._____________________
DR. TISH MORGAN. Gifted minister offers five 
questions, $20.00 or numerology on tape, $40.00. 
Send birth date and birth certificate name to: P.O. 
Box 3483. Palm Desen. CA 92261
HONEST READER. Confidential, immediate 
help. $1.00 per question.—Lawrence Healey, Box 
680-B, Clinton. MA 01510
FANTASY PORTRAIT. Pastel sketch by sensitive 
artist. Send photo (returned). Adult/child, $20.00. 
Thoughtful holiday gift.—Joren’s Pastel Castle, 
125 Maplewood Ave., Dayton, OH 45405
SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author, columnist, 
radio personality, predicts your future, introduces 
you to spirit guides and reads past lives.—Box 
74872, Los Angeles, CA 90004

BE A CERTIFIED TAROT MASTER! Interna- POWERFUL WARLOCK will cast a spell for you. 
tional Grand Lodge offers private training, secret No negative influences. AU work, $25.00. Send 
spreads.—Tarot International, Box 174, Dept. ТЕ, your desire to: Warlock, Box S3, Fox Island, WA 
Brockway, PA 15824 98333
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PERSONAL

GIFTED TAROT READER answers questions by 
return mail. $5.00 donation to: Transition, Box 
370181, Miami, FL 33137
COSMIC READING. Send birth date and head 
hair. Three-page report, $20.00.—R. Dobbins, 
1221 S. 19th, Chickasha, OK 73018
INSIGHT THROUGH PRAYER. $1.00 per 
question.—William Sherwood, 975 38th Ave., 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
REVEALING PAST LIFE READING. Give full 
name, birth date. $15.00—Sybil Howarth, 
BCM/Camomile, London, WCIN 3XX, England
OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. Worldwide 
membership, male and female. Send dollar bill to: 
Baraka Aegis, The Golden Wheel, Liverpool 
L153HT, England
AUTOMATIC WRITER answers five present and 
future questions. $10.00.—Lillian Swansen, 140 A 
St., Golden, CO 80401
TRANCE MEDIUM. Questions answered. Past 
lives. Send picture (returned), birth date and place. 
On cassette tape, $15.00.—D.J., Box 252, Bothell, 
WA 98041
ESP LABORATORY. The new research service 
group can help you. For FREE information write: 
ESP Lab of Texas, Box 216, 219 South Ridge 
Drive, Edgewood, TX 75117
FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests.— 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira Loma, CA 
917324042
HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF against black 
magic, voodoo, witchcraft and evil psychic attacks. 
Send $1.00,—Mayahouse, Box 9831, Fort Worth, 
TX 76107
JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 210 
West Riverside Drive, Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00.
FULFILL YOUR GOALS quickly and easily 
through study of the subconscious. Send for free 
book that shows how you can apply Mind-Energy 
and make it work for you! Write: Rose Dawn, P.O. 
Box 2710, Dept. N-84, San Antonio, TX 78299
YOUCANHAVEanaturalhigh!Relaxcompletely! 
Copyrighted soundwaves produce ecstasy! Free 
details: Rockwood (F3), 668 Shady Lane, Trenton, 
NJ 08619
Especially Yours: Signature Psycbometry (per­
sonal vibration) reading, $10.00. For helpful 
problem-discussion, list three questions, birth 
dates. 35 years experience.—Rev. Mabel Hazell, 
Box 1005-F, South San Francisco, CA 94080 

LISTENING POST ENTERPRISES. Polished 
gemstone nuggets from all over the world that are 
used to promote luck in travel, romance, money, 
health. $4.00. State purpose for each stone. Natural 
coral stone with gold-filled setting. State ring size. 
$15.00 ppd. Gong Hee Fot Choy, $7.00, deluxe set, 
$11.00. “Write Your Own Horoscope,” $2.95. 
Consultations by phone and mail. VISA and 
Mastercard accepted. $2.00 handling each item.— 
Box 134, Deerfield, IL 60015 . 312/234-2169.
$5.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS! Additional 
questions, $1.00 each. Send birth date, hair color, 
stamped envelope—Barrett, 29 Holly Blvd., Scotia, 
NY 12302_____________________________
INNER VISION—Five questions answered. Send 
birth date, stamped envelope. $3.00.—Merritt 
Reed, P.O. Box 42664, Tucson, AZ 85733
“COSMIC GOOD LUCK." Discover mystical 
secrets of winning money, contests, lotteries, 
bingo. Send $1.00. — Mayahouse, Box 9831, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76107____________________
DETAILED PERSONAL READING, only $3.00. 
Send name, birth date, SASE.—Keenan, Box 235, 
Las Casas. TN 37085____________________
READINGS BY HEDY FRENCH, 208 Grove St., 
Leesburg, FL 32748. Four questions, $6.00. 
Successfully known.
FREE. TRUTH ABOUT evil spirits.—Ruth Fish, 
948-T Maxwell Ave., Nashville, TN 37206
AGE OLD CHANT that is used to obtain any 
desire and grant any wish that is not evil, will be 
sent to you. Instructions included. $6.00. No per­
sonal checks.—Temple of Power, PO Box 134, 
Deerfield, IL 60015______________________
MARGARET: Psychometric tea-leaf reader. Send 
picture with handwritten request. SASE.—4021 
S. 340th St., Auburn, WA 98001. $8.00 donation.
HOW TO HAVE GOD answer your prayers. This 
plan is guaranteed to work every time. $5.00.— 
Robert Wagner, Box 5863, Chicago, IL 60680
FREE! 1985 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, reveals more 
than Astrology. Send birth data with large self­
addressed stamped envelope. — Koenig, Box 1025, 
Paradise, CA 95969
MIND INNER VISION brings riches! Discover 
how: Universal Ideas, Box 131-F, Plainfield, 
IL 60544______________________________
ANITA ANSWERS FIVE QUESTIONS, $5.00. 
Sincere—immediate reply.—Box 961, Scarboro, 
ME 040744961
REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 25 
years experience. Questions answered, $15.00,— 
Sybil Howarth, BCM Camomile, London, 
WCIN 3XX, England.
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BE YOUR OWN MASTER. Learn Tarot, 
Numerology, Astrology in home study courses with 
personal interest of your teacher. Write or call for 
your free aptitude test.—Mary Patrick-Lioux, 117 
Wesley St., Capitola, CA 95010 408/475-1952.

PRODUCTS

MAGICAL HERBS, Chinese and American, 
candles, charcoal, books, incenses. Supplement *3. 
$1.00 (refundable).—Saint Jude Herb Center, Box 
563-FA, Huntington Station. NY 11746

HANDCRAFTED MAGICAL TALISMANS. 
Fulfill love, wealth, health, protection and luck in 
your life. Made according to sacred writings in pure 
consecrated metals. Instructions included. Free 
brochure, guaranteed to work!—Wade’s, 5486 
Carryback Ave. #A, San Jose, CA 95111

THOUSANDS OF OCCULT ITEMS. New 
fascinating catalog only $1.00. Under The Stars, 
Box 100528. Dept. FPI2, Fon Lauderdale, FL 
33310
ONYX ELEPHANT. Soapstone Buddha, lucky 
number candles, lodestone, scarabs. Catalog, $1.00 
refundable.—House of Xaro, Box 1933, New Port 
Richey. FL 34291
BLEST AND MAGNETIZED CRYSTAL CROSS 
necklace from Austria and my own Prayer of The 
Cross, $10.00 tax and postage included. Order 
from: Reverend Ralph Lawrence, P.O. Box 617, 
Elkin. NC 28621
LUCKY MYSTICAL TALISMAN, only 50c— 
Elsico, GPO Box 2095, Dept. 196, Brooklyn, 
NY 11202
STERLING SILVER psychic energy stars, crystal 
balls, fortune telling teacups. Finest quality 
psychic-spiritual products. Catalog, $1.00 (refund­
able).—Psychic World, Box 487, Mystic Island, NJ 
08087
IN-TO-IT, the psychic development gambling 
game. Have fun practicing card reading, clairvoy­
ance, telepathy, precognition, alone or with others. 
Only $5.00.—Science of God, Wizard John, 809 
North Fuller Ave., Los Angeles. CA 90046
“TAHITIAN" PERFUME! Bewitching sample, 
75». Two for $1.00.—O’Dells. Box 1703-F, 
Prescott, AZ 86302
BLEST AND MAGNETIZED Austrian crystal 
cross necklaces and my own prayer of the cross, 
$10.00. Order from Rev. Ralph Lawrence, P.O. 
Box 617, Elkin. NC 28621
CANCER FELLOWSHIP OF AMERICA has 
exciting gifts for astrological Cancers onlyLSASE 
to Cancer Fellowship of America, Box 465, 
Daleville, IN 47334

MOONSTAR. Catalog of books, cards, candles, 
incense, oils, herbs. $2.00.-38422 Lake Shore 
Blvd., Willoughby, OH 44094

PYRAMIDS

PYRAMIDS—SOLID IRON, painted, scale model 
of great pyramid Giseh. About 2* wide by 1И* 
high with felt base. Makes great paper weight or 
conversation piece. Get yours today. $5.95 plus 
$2.05 mailing and handling. PA residents include 
36c sales tax.—Paredes Enterprises, 113 Whitney 
Road, Lancaster, PA 17603
ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, books and 
newsletter. Free catalog.—Pyramids. Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara. CA 93105 . 805/682-5151

REINCARNATION

AKASHIC RECORDS REVEALED! Incarnations 
privately documented. Inquire: Estrellita, Box 259, 
Dover. DE 19901

RELIGION

PAGANISM: Nature's Secret religion. 20c stamp 
brings details.—TOTEG, POB 4172, Sunland. CA 
91040
MESSAGES RECEIVED FROM BEYOND. Two 
true, one-page inspiring experiences, “Spiritual or 
Supernatural” and “A Long Distance Call From 
Beyond.” Enclose $3.00 for both.—R.V. Lentz, 
P.O. Box 1106, Royal Oak. Ml 48068-1106
IF YOU THINK GOD IS A JOKE, read this 
account of cosmic consciousness. “My Twelve 
Hours in Eternity,” by W.A. Nelson, Send $3.25 
to Huron Book Supply, P.O. Box 925, Puyallup, 
WA 98371. Please print name and address.
IS CHRIST CONSCIOUSNESS your goal? 
Meditation instructions available —Church of 
Antioch, 257 Castro St.. Mt. View, CA 94042. 
$2.00 requested.
FREE ST. MARTHA’S MIRACULOUS Prayer. 
Send 20c stamp.—Peyton’s, Box 5756, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23455

SELF-IMPROVEMENT

FASCINATING NEW WAY to learn about your­
self. Dare to discover your true potential through 
the mystical science of numbers. Free informa­
tion.—Numbers, Box 508036-61, Cicero, IL 60650

CHANGE YOUR BEHAVIOR . . . break a 
habit! Cassette programs under $5.00 by renowned 
psychotherapist. Dr. George Madison, Weight, 
relaxation, confidence, sports, etc. Free catalog, 
write: You Can Do It Cassette Programs, 2200 
West 66th St., Ste. 120-8, Minneapolis, MN 55423
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SELF-IMPROVEMENT
MAGNETIZE ALL GOOD THINGS into your 
life. For proven method, send $2.00 to: Welkin 
Unlimited, Box 1509, Scottsdale, AZ 85252

SORCERY
THE SORCERER’S GUIDE, paperback book 
describing the laws governing psychic assassination. 
$2.95 postpaid.—Gould, P.O. Box 398074, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139

TAPES

GUIDED IMAGERY tapes for relaxation, weight 
control, prosperity and others. Free catalog.— 
Cynima, 2128 Marie Pk. NE, Dept. F124, 
Albuquerque, NM 87112
HELP YOURSELF TO SPIRIT, secrets of the 
invisible worlds, by Sri Darwin Gross, world's 
foremost authority on Soul Travel. Cassette, 
$10.00.-P.Q. Box 68290, Oak Grove, OR 97268
HOW TO use your mind to make more money!
Powerful cassette. $9.95.—York 10,9525-F Vassar, 
Chatsworth, CA 91311

TAROT

TAROT CATALOG features 48 pages Tarot 
decks, cartomancy, occult books, etc. Send $1.00 
to: U.S. Games Systems, Dept. FM, 38 East 32nd 
St., New York, NY 10016
UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider Tarot 
Deck,” the original and only authorized 78-card 
deck conceived by Arthur Edward Waite, London. 
Cards have accurate color tones and each Minor 
Arcana card features a symbolic picture that aids 
readings. Cards measure 2-3/4 x 4-3/4" and bear 
English titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44-page 
instruction booklet, $9.00 plus $1.00 postage­
handling.—Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, 
Highland Park, IL 60035.

TREASURE FINDING
TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away with ultra­
sensitive locator. Cassettes. Free list.—Research 
Products, Box 270270-AZC, Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS

MAGIC CIRCLE. At last a magic circle of your 
very own. An exquisite work of art. Researched 
and assembled by occults with 51 years of occult 
training. Loaded with cosmic symbolism, 32-inch 
diameter chart on purple veioura with vinyl 
backing, accentuated with white letters and white 
figures. A treasure to keep forever. Send $29.00 to 
Perfect Patterns, P.O. Box 216, Lambertville, Ml 
48144

WE MAKE AND SELL many different styles of 
sterling silver skull rings and other unusual jewelry. 
Send $3.00 for brochure.—Action Designs, P.O. 
Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 71611
YESTERYEAR COINS . . . gemstone, ivory. 
Jewelry creations! Catalog. Sample (unisex), $3.00 
to: NACO, Box 1-FT, Manistique, MI 49854

MILLION YEAR OLD Nevada lucky stone 
beautifully polished, or our lucky coin charm. Coin 
charm mounted on 18’ silver plated chain. Carry 
your luck with you. Order both and receive genuine 
sapphire stone from Montana. $4.95 each plus 
$1.25 postage/handling.—D&G Company, Box 
18000-248, Las Vegas, NV 89114
HOLOGRAMS ARTWORK, JEWELRY! Perfect 
giftgiving. Beautiful, multi-dimensional. Catalog, 
$1.00,—Holosystems, #6810(FT), Ithaca, NY 
14851-6810
FREE CATALOG: Instruments, gadgets.— 
Lawson Electronics, Box 711, Poteet, TX 78065

CLASSIC RADIO PROGRAMS! Mystery, adven­
ture, science-fiction. Cassettes. Free list.—Rare 
Radio, Box 117-A, Sunland, CA 91040
CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant notice 
wearing these gorgeous, gem-like pendants with 
facets that glitter with brilliance. For pierced ears. 
Imported 32Vo lead crystal. Teardrop-shaped over 
one-inch long including post. Expensive looking, 
but only $6.95 plus $1.00 postage/handling.- 
Venture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, 
IL 60035
HOUSE BLESSING: Give your home the warmth 
of a gracious old tradition as well as a unique 
decorative touch with this handsome straw hang­
ing. A symbol of abundance and fertility, the 
“House Blessing” derives from the centuries-old 
Latin custom of asking God's blessing upon house, 
family and harvest. Size about 10’ x 8’. Price only 
$4.00, plus $1.00 postage-handling.—Venture 
Bookshop, P.O.B. 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

___________WITCHCRAFT___________
WITCH ERICA has uncanny magical powers that 
can reshape your destiny. She will cast a luck­
changing spell over you "to change your life.” 
Describe spell you wish, enclose $5.00.—Erica, Box 
6514-E, Toledo, OH 43612
AUTHENTIC WITCHCRAFT! Your complete 
occult needs center: Books, courses, supplies, 
services. $6.00 for catalog.—Mystique Books, P.O. 
Box 131, WI Rapids, WI 54494 
“SPELLING” PROBLEMS? What are your 
needs? Fascinating new occult catalog. Only 
$1.00!—Under the Stars, Box 100528, Dept. 
FW-12, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310
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FEMINIST WICCE since 1974. Catalog, 
$2.50.—21O5OB Waveview, Topanga, CA 90290
MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT. Excerpts 
from Gavin and Yvonne’s world famous occult best 
seller. Sixty minute tape, $8.95.—Box 15O2FC, 
New Bern, NC 28560
WICCA SEMINARY: Largest occult school of its 
kind. Four complete courses offered. Witchcraft, 
Sorcery, Divination, Herbology.—Box 1366, 
Nashua. NH 03061
ASTROLOG1CALLY CORRECT incenses, oils, 
bath salts and ritual inks. Informative specialty 
catalog, $2.00.—The Formulary, P О Box 5455, 
Grants Pass, OR 97527
WITCHCRAFT SPECIAL: 6 books, $10.00.
Complete course, $30.00. 2 magazines, $3.00.—
Martello, 153 West 80, New York, NY 10024

REPORT FROM THE READERS
(Continued from page 118) 

human souls, that God is perfectly and 
omnipotently human. Yet what of the myriad 
other forms of life—from aardvark to zebra?

A soul is a soul is a soul. We ought not 
to become too infatuated with our human 
version of a Creator. Surely the image of a 
gigantic armadillo striding majestically on 
some emerald plain or the archetype of a 
behemoth of a caterpillar gnawing on celestial 
leaves is equally as real a perception of God 
as any Krishna or Jehovah.— Robert S. 
Smith, Vancouver, B.C., Canada.

A CHILLING SIDELIGHT
There is an interesting literary sidelight to 

Patrick Hughes' “The Year Without a 
Summer” (August 1984 Fate). That same 
wet cold summer produced a gothic tale 
which still chills and thrills readers.

In 1816, the poet Percy Bysshe Shelly, his 
wife Mary, Mary’s stepsister Claire Clair­
mont and another poet. Lord Byron, were 
part of a group that went to Switzerland from 
England for a summer holiday. As summer 
skipped Europe that year, they found their 
Alpine retreat wet and cold. To match the 
gloom, they read ghost stories aloud each 
day. Lord Byron suggested they go a step 
further; each was to write a ghost story to 
be read. That was the catalyst that led Mary 
Shelly to write a story that most of us have 
either read or seen in one of its many movie, 
stage or television adaptations. Mary's title 

for her tale was Frankenstein: Or, the 
Modern Prometheus.

The meteorological phenomena of that 
strange year are mostly locked away in the 
archives, but Mary Shelly’s story remains as 
chilling today as the summer that produced 
it more than a century ago.—FloydE. Jack, 
Eureka, Calif.

THE ROSICRUCIAN COLLECTIONS
We wish to make Fate readers aware that 

this organization is a philosophical, cultural, 
nonsectarian fraternity. The Rosicrucian 
Egyptian Museum has the largest collection 
of original Egyptian artifacts to be found on 
the Pacific coast. The collection is well 
known throughout the world and Egyptolo­
gists and archaeologists are among the 
300,000 persons who visit annually.

Equally important is our Assyrian- 
Babylonian collection which contains rare 
antiquities.

These collections should be interesting to 
Fate readers visiting this area.— Ralph M. 
Lewis, Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum, 
Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, Calif. 95191.

UFOs AND THE U.S.
Some time ago a group called "Citizens 

Against UFO Secrecy” went before the 
United States Supreme Court requesting that 
the Central Intelligence Agency release 135 
UFO-related documents. The court denied 
the request, ruling that the release of the 
documents would compromise national 
security. It seems evident that the government 
knows more about UFOs than it has publicly 
admitted.

If the release of certain UFO information 
might endanger national security, then it is 
likely that the government has placed agents, 
amateur or professional, in UFO research 
groups with the idea of preventing them from 
getting critical information.— Henry R. 
Korman, Longview, Wash.

ATTENTION, MOON-GAZERS!
In past issues Fate has published letters 

along with sketches of things on the moon— 
everything from monoliths, metal slabs, 
spaceships, rockets, machinery to goodness 
knows what else. One correspondent said that 
NASA has photos of such items but deletes 
them from published photos.
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NOW— Ian authoritative book on a 
unique area of the occult . . .

THE MAGIC OF PRECIOUS STONES 
By Mellie Uyldert

Do gems aid psychic insight, inspire love 
or promote healing? Learn why they have 
been worn throughout history for their 
mystical powers as well as for their beauty 
and rarity. Gain new occult perspectives 
as this Informed and fascinating study 
explores the role of gems In magic, 
religion, astrology and medicine.

Paperback, $9.95, plus $1.00 post.-hndlg.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O.B. 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

FATE Magazine 
is available in Microform.

University Microfilms international 
WM) North Zeeb Rd.. Dept. P R.

Ann Arbor. Ml 40106

YOU ARE
PSYCHIC

Learn to Use Your Own 
Powers in 10 Easy Lessons

The late world-famous medium Sophia Wil­
liams here reveals the secrets of a lifetime. 
She describes the five great areas of extra­
sensory ability and tells YOU how to develop

TEN COMPLETE LESSONS
This book covers Clairvoyance (see at a dis­
tance); Clairaudience (hear at a distance); 
Producing Psychic Voices; Automatic Writ­
ing; Materializations.
The most practical how-to-doit instructions

Paper cover. Only $2.95 
Plus $1.00 postage and handling.

Ventura Bookshop
P.0. Box 249 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

From time to time I take out my telescope 
and do some moon-gazing. My scope is more 
powerful than some of the toys mentioned 
in readers’ letters but all I have found on the 
moon are rocks and craters. Anyone using 
a scope powerful enough to identify the sizes 
of objects on the moon has power enough 
to put what he sees on film. Sketches are 
useless for research purposes.

The moon may hold the key to possible life 
in other parts of the universe. Actual photos 
would be valuable to scientists all over the 
world. Even poor photos can be analyzed and 
evaluated. All of you moon-gazers out 
there—please back up your letters with 
photos.— Dempsey Merritt, Jacksonville, Fla.

STAR PERSON SPEAKS UP
Brad Steiger and his wife Francie have 

written a book titled The Star People in 
which they say extraterrestrials are living 
among us. There are two types of star people, 
star seeds and star helpers. Star seeds have 
genes that carry the inherent characteristics 
of their extraterrestrial ancestors as well as 
the genes of their human forebears. Star 
helpers are earthlings who have inherited the 
genes of human ancestors who interacted 
with the aliens in ancient times or who have 
evolved more quickly than other earthlings. 
I believe I may be one of these.

1 have all of the physical characteristics of 
the star people and a few more! Here are 
some of the outstanding and sometimes 
unnoticed characteristics which we share: 
lower-than-normal body temperature, 
unusual blood type, extra or misplaced ribs, 
lower than normal blood pressure, hyper­
sensitivity to electricity and electromagnetic 
fields, chronic sinusitis and back trouble.

Along with the star people described in the 
Steigers' book, I had unseen companions as 
a child. I have unusual abilities which 
are considered paranormal by my peers. 
Although I express genuine love for my 
parents, 1 feel they are not my real parents; 
I yearn for my real home “beyond the stars.” 
I feel that my true ancestors came from 
another world, another dimension or another 
level of consciousness.

I am a nurse, poet and writer. I practice 
the “therapeutic touch” or laying on of 
hands and I feel a great urgency as if I have 
only a short time to complete important goals 
or a special mission. I have some degree of 
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extrasensory perception and I practice 
astrology. Animals and children are strongly 
attracted to me.

I have felt “different” for many years but 
now I know there are others out there like 
me—the star people.—Jo Ann Bennett, 
Norristown, Pa.

THE GATHERERS
I’m gathering information on water­

spouts—especially instances that have taken 
lives or damaged or sunk ships. Can Fate 
readers help me?—Berry Berkley, Box 2971, 
APO New York 09224.

I am interested in the writings and philos­
ophies of T. Lobsang Rampa and would like 
to contact persons with a like interest. Also, 
will a Fate reader sell me copies of Rampa’s 
books Medical Lama and The Cave of the 
Ancients?—Debra L. Meece, 7442 W. Brown 
St., Peoria, Ariz. 85345.

Psychic molestation has been distorted, 
discredited and thoroughly sensationalized by 
the entertainment moguls but it is a subject 
that deserves serious treatment. I believe it 
to be the least reported of all paranormal 
experiences probably because of the crackpot 
syndrome and also the stigma of sexual viola­
tion. I say this not simply from objective 
observation but from personal experience.

I wish to receive serious information from 
Fate readers on the subject of psychic 
molestation. If you’ve never before been able 
to relate your own incident, now is the 
time.—L. H. McNalite, 688 OldSamish Rd., 
Bellingham, Wash. 98226.

While I was staying at the Hotel Siam 
Inter-Continental in Bangkok, I had a 
reading by a man who spoke English and said 
his name was Professor Amnaj. He was 
amazingly clairvoyant.

On my return home I had some correspon­
dence with him through a post office box but 
now I have lost track of him. Does anyone 
have his address?—Lilyan Shiller, 5440 
Ocean Dr. N.. Riviera Beach, Fla. 33404.

My abiding interest is OOP ARTS—out-of- 
place artifacts. I would like to hear from any 
Fate reader who has had an experience 
with an OOP ART.—Daniel Waldvogel, 
Degerfeld, 8260 Stein am Rhein, Switzerland.



WHAT HAS FATE IN STORE
FOR YOU?

. . . A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that's what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Mary Fuller's report on stories 
planned for future issues:
00 Darius, Persia’s greatest king, 
ruled an empire that stretched from 
the River Indus to the Danube and 
from central Asia to Libya. History 
remembers him, 2500 years after his 
35-year reign, as an unparalleled 
architect and humanitarian—a 
champion of the common people.

00 A man commits suicide. Then his 
spirit announces its imminent 
reincarnation—and his sister gives 
birth to a daughter who possesses 
her uncle’s memories and emotions. 
Guy Lyon Playfair describes Brazil’s 
most remarkable reincarnation 
case.

00 An Italian woman says Emily 
Dickinson, dead for nearly a century, 
is dictating poetry to her. The 
poems that result from this unique 
collaboration have won more than 
50 literary awards.

00 New scientific research doc­
uments the reality of psychic attack 
—and demonstrates how you can 
learn the technique of psychic self­
defense.

MARY MAROARtT fUHIR
Each month FATE publishes more than 

40.000 words of true articles on the strange, 
the unusual, the unknown You can read such 
stories only in FATE because FATE is the 
only magazine of its kind in the world!

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE — 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

I-

I St.
I 1 wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the foltow-
■ ing special price (check square):
J □ 24 laauaa, 516.95 □ 12 laauea, 59.85
■ (Foreign subscriptions: add $4.00 postage
I Canadian subscriptions: add $3.00 postage) 
I Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order 
I for $_____________________________
I Begin my subscription with______issue.
I □ Check if this renews a previous subscription 
L Your flrat copy will arrive In 6 to 8 weeks.

-Zip-
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CREATIVE VISUALISATION:
How to Make It Work For You

by Jolene Anderson
• THE MIRACULOUS "TV TECHNIQUE” FOR 

MAKING THINGS HAPPEN IN YOUR LIFE!
• THE "EMOTIONAL TECHNIQUE": IRRESIST 

IBLY POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE!
• HOW AN ORDINARY’ EMPTY’ BOTTLE CAN 

WORK "VISUALISATORY MIRACLES"!
• THE MOVEMENT TECHNIQUE” - WHOEVER 

SAID YOU HAD TO KEEP STILL WHILST VIS­
UALISING?

• MIRACLE "COLOUR TECHNIQUES" FOR 
EFFECTIVE RESULTS WITH HEALTH 
PROBLEMS

• HOW TO MAKE AN ORDINARY CANDLE 
MULTIPLY’ THE POWER OF YOUR VISUAL­
ISATION

UAL"

WORKS
ire PK.At.l It.AI

positively tried and tested!

F1NBARR INTERNATIONAL (F

should not

IT of other books. No person interested in

totally PRACIICAL anc 
of the rigidity of the process

imulaling and

still be unsure of what 
Simply defined, it is 

ot mentally picturing something you 
the belief that by so doing you will gain it. 
ic message of all "positive thinking" books 

imple psychology. The only 
le as it sounds, is usually
book makes it easier to 
on shouldn't be just the 

people - IT SHOULD BE 
UNDERSTOOD AND USED BY EVERYONE WHO 
CARES ABOUT THEIR FUTURE HAPPINESS AND 
WF.I.FARE!

NTAL IMAGES OF 
•LV!

• HOW TO GIVE INSTANT POSITIVE IMPACT 
TO YOUR MENTAL PICTURES

• HOW TO GET YOUR VISUALISATION TO 
WORK QUICKLY AND POSITIVELY FOR YOU!

• WHAT "HAPPENS IN YOUR MIND THAI 
MAKES VISUALISATION PRODUCE 
THING YOU WANT - HERE IS WHAT О 
BOOKS IX) NOT EXPLAIN'

• A GUARANTEED EASY WAY OF STOPPING 
YOUR MIND FROM WANDERING WU 
VISUALISING

• HOW TO MAKE AN IMMEDIATE 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF YOUR 
VISUALISING

• WHY THE "USUAL" WAY OF VISUALISING IS 
THE WRONG (NON-PRODUCTIVE) WAY

• HOWTOGET WHATEVER YOU WANT IN LIFE 
BY VISUALISING ONLY A FEW MINUTES 
EVERY DAY



Somewhere Out There
Are Other Minds!

Deeb man stand alone tn the tideless ocean of space ? Is earth the only habitat 
of intelligent beings? Certainly the phenomenon of life is not a chance one.
Somewhere in the countless shining orbs are minds... how puny by compari­
son in mental and psychic stature we may be! Those strange, inexplicable 
feelings we have at times. . are they a tugging from the recesses of space 
upon our senses'? Are they the effort of Cosmic beings to reach out — to find 
a bond of communication with earth ?

This FREE BOOK Explains
There are two ever exciting, unsolved mysteries 
— the nature of self and our Cosmic connections, 
l.ei the Rosicrucians, a centuries-old organiza­
tion of learning (not a religion), send you a 
fascinating f' book. Illi stvstlKX ot lll-l. It 
casts amazing light upon these things, l-ind new 
pleasure and ticliierrniciit in this unique knowl­
edge. Use the coupon for your free copy.

г---------------------------------------------------------------
I Scribe E 0 A
I Rosicrucian Order. (AMORC)
I Rosicrucian Park. San Jose. California. U.S.A.
I Gentlemen:
I Kmdh yend mt a tree copy of the masteev or life.
I I am uncerety interested in the mysteries of self and
I of the Cosmic.




