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AMAZING
CRYSTAL BALL

Like making predictions? Then accurately predict the awe and admiration of
those gazing upon this authentic 4 inch diameter, seamless, solid crystal ball.
This magnificent, handcrafted (man-made) crystal sphere is as perfect as
humanly possible to create . .. one flawless flow of SOLID crystal . .. pure,
brilliant, amazingly reflective.

Truly a collector’s item, this fine, rare objet d'art makes an exciting gift, a re-
freshing conversation piece, an impressive addition to any home or office. A re-
tail value of well in excess of $100.00. Take advantage ofthis unique opportun-
ity to possess this amazing crystal value (instructions included) for the special
price of only $39.95 plus $5.00 for postage, handling and insurance. You SAVE
OVER $60.00. If not delighted, return in 30 days for a prompt. FULL refund.
This is not plastic or acrylic.

BONUS FOR PROMPTNESS: Place your order within 7 days of
this advertisement and receive a beautiful, FREE storage pouch.

© 1980 A. L. WRIGHT INTERNATIONAL CORP.
A-6 East Hills Center, Box 8735, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15221

A. L. WRIGHT INTERNATIONAL CORP.

Dept. F 7, A-6 East Hills Center, Box 8735, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15221
SAVE: 2 for $77.50 plus $7.50, postage, handling and insurance.
Please send me the AMAZING CRYSTAL BALL.

Enclosed $. Pa. residents add 6% sales tax
Charge to: 1 Visa 1 Master Charge Interbank #

Card #£. .Exp. Date

Nam:

Address

City. State,

Signature ——eeeeee




ONE OF THE IMPORTANT “TOOLS OF THE TRADE”
OF THE PROFESSIONAL HYPNOTIST

The Electric. Revolving. Multi-Disc

POWER

- SCOPE

With 5 Interchangeable Hypno-Disc Designs

TRY IT ON YOURSELF to get a rough idea
of its effectiveness. Sit before the amazing 3-D
Disc, for instance and, as it revolves, note the
pecliar illusion created by the design. Note
now it makes you feel. Note how it seems to
draw you into a vortex within a vortex — and
just imagine how your subjects will feel when
you v it on them! Getyour Power-Scope to-
jay!

YOU GET A BONUS, TOO!

Yes, ifyou act promptly, we will send you. as a
special bonus, the most instru

THE POWER-SCOPE is a versatile instal-
ment used by hypnotists to aid the production
ofthe hypnotic trance. It consists of a bakelite
housing with a removable aluminum back. tis
powered by a Synchron 60 RPM motor and has
a6-ft. cord with an ON-OFF switch. The rigid.
10" basic disc is our own famous, black-and-
green. fluorescent "Confusion” Dsc. Variety is
provided by 4 additional discs, ail of which
create different effects. Itis guaranteed against
manufacturing defects

tion booklets. “How to Formulate Sugges'
tions for Hypnosis and Self-Hypnosis,” by

arry Arons. This booklet gives you the exact
woiding of suggestions for a large variety of
problems. These verbalizations are _recom-
mended by the author on the basis of his 45
years of experience in the field of hypnosis.
You'll like it!

ONLY $29.50 POSTPAID

(Complete with instructions, 2 induction
technics—and the BONUS, of course!)
POWER PUBLISHERS, INC.

90 Vote Ave.. So. Oranoe, NJ 07070

| Power Publishers, Inc., Dept. KH34
| 60 Vos* Av*.. So. Orang*, NJ 07079

Slate  Zip



SELF-HYPIVOSIS!

NEVER BEFORE HAS IT BEEN SO EASY!

= IMPROVE OR ADD NEW SKILLS
= EXCEL IN BUSINESS AND SPORTS
= BETTER YOURSELF AT HOME AND SCHOOL
= OR JUST RELAX AND SLEEP BETTER

For 21 years there has been one scientific way

The BRAIN WAVE SYNCHRONIZER

SOME GOOD REASONS
FOR USING IT:

Shorten induction time.

Deepen the hypnotic level.

Relieve the strain of difficult
inductions.

* With a remote control that
1981 PROFESSIONAL MODEL makes self-hypnosis easy.

$495.00 F.O.B. FACTORY

witn complete instructions ana one year lactory service warranty, inciuae payment witn oroer
Shipping charge collet o delvery except add $10tor prepaid sipment (0 APOQT EPO box
$16'to Canada (llinois residents please inciude 6% sales tax. Price quoted in U.S dollars.

“Handbook of Self-Hypnosis.” 173 pages —$5.00

Cassette tape on Self-Hypnosis. $10.00
Cassette tape on Hypnotizing others (six ways with printed instructions) $11.00

PLEASE ADD $1.00SHIPPING ON EACH BOOK AND TAPE.

For 14 years we have been teaching self-hypnosis in the Chicago area
Now our course is available on 4 one-hour cassette tapes. $55.00 plus $4.00 shipping in USA
To attend other one and two day courses, write for schedule.

Schneider Instrument Co.
Gross Point Medical Center 101

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076
Telephone: 312/676-9151
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Howto |
Make Your 1
Dreams
Come True

Some make their dreams come true. Others never do. Have
you ever wondered why?

The answer lies in the word “make.” Those who turn dreams
into realities make it happen. They take action.

The true dreamer uses his dreams as inspired guidance, a
goal to achieve. He makes a start. Then strange things happen.
Doors open for him, knowledge comes to him, help arrives from
unexpected sources.

But how do you start? How do you get the natural Laws
working foryou instead of against you? It isn’t the kind of knowl-
edge you acquire in public schools but it was taught in the
ancient Mystery Schools and it's taught today at Astara.

Astara offers a course of action which helps make your
dream come true. Astara is a modem school of the ancient mys-
teries, a fraternity of all philosophies, an institute of psychic
research, a church of all religions. Astara helps you understand
the mysteries of life, helps you make your life the fruitful,
Jjoyous experience you want it to be.

Make yourdreams come true. Take action today. Send for the
freeexplanatorybooklet, “Finding Your Place in the Golden Age.”

Earlyne and Robert Chaney fxaz
ASTARA Name—

Upland, CA 91786 Address.

Kindly mail me free booklet,  city. Astara

“Finding Your Place

in the Golden Age.” Zip_____ (NON-PROFIT)

Astara — Helping Seekers Since 1851 ©
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
The art ofmedicine consists ofamusing
the patient while nature cures the dis-

— Voltaire (1694-1778)

ARAPSYCHOLOGISTS who feel
the Establishment discriminates
against them because their work is
acceptable to most conservative scien-
tists should note that such discrim-
ination applies to anyone making
unorthodox claims. I'm thinking spe-
cifically of the distinguished scientist
Linus Pauling, a two-time Nobel
prizewinner, whose unorthodox claims
for the benefits ofvitamin C in treating
both cancer and the common cold
have been generally rejected by the
medical community.

Now, after his eighth try in eight
years, Pauling has been given a Na-
tional Cancer Institute grant to test his
hypothesis that vitamin C can help
prevent cancer. In the past Pauling's
research money has been provided by
private contributions and the Hoff-
man-LaRoche Foundation.

Pauling's present project will be to
study the influence of different dietary
doses of vitamin C on tumors in a se-
lect strain of mice.

The man who has received the

BY

by

Nobel prize for both chemistry and
peace says “the medical establishment
doesn't know how to recognize new
ideas that are worthwhile.” He is
quoted by Marjorie Sun in the June 5
issue of Science as stating, “First of all,
the leaders in nutrition decided 20 to
30 years ago that vitamin C in large

natoses doesn’t have much value.” Sec-
ond, “‘ordinary physicians’ believe
vitamin C has no value in preventing
or treating cancer. They don’t have the
time or the background to review the
literature.”

Other Nobel laureates agree that be-
cause of the competition for research
funding there is “dangerous conserva-
tism" in government. The tendency is
to fund only research that is guaran-
teed to pay off. Pauling suggests that
2'h percent of the budget of the Na-
tional Cancer Institute should be used
to research “fresh ideas.”

00

SIMPLE RULES

EDICAL research usually

M moves with deadly slowness.
onsider the problems of nutrition.
The late Adelle Davis, whose books on
nutrition and diet still are widely read,
criticized the medical profession for
knowing little or nothing about nutri-

7



MIND AWARENESS TAPES

Develop Your Potentials

By Using

WIDER HORIZONS
MIND AWARENESS TAPES
LEARNING

Memory & Recall
Study Habits
Self Hypnosis
Improve Reading
PR OSPERITY
Sales Motivation
Goal Setting
Public Speaking
Self-Confidence
Money Prosperity
Creative Thinking
PHYSICAL HEALTH
Phyaical Health
Relaxation
Migraine Control
Fountain of Youth
Menstrual Control
Pleasant Childbirth
EMOTIONAL HEALTH
Emotional Health
Relieve Stress & Anxiety
ve Fear
ve Insomnia
HABITS
Be a Nonsmoker * 1
Be a Nonsmoker * 2
Be a Nonsmoker * 3
Weight Loss Mental
Weight Loss Physical
Weight Loss Emotional
Singles Tapes $10.00
Order 4 Tapes & 5th Tape Is
FREE
$2.00 Processing per order
Make Check or Money Order Payable To:
WIDER HORIZONS
707F Chillingworth Drive
West Palm Beach FL 33400
ALL FOREIGN ORDERS U.S. FUNDS
AND TWICE POSTAGE PLEASE.
Satisfaction Guaranteed

FATE

tion. Few physicians ever study it;
most medical schools do not even
tedch a course in it. This continues to
be true today. Research into nutrition,
so crucial to human health, is being
conducted by physiologists and private
companies rather than by medical
men.

Humans cannot be used as guinea
pigs and so the work must be done
with animals and can’t be extrapolated
with certainty to apply to people. Then
the claims made by the researchers are
often contradictory and even when
there is a consensus it takes a long time
for the information to affect our work-
aday world. For example, consider the
controversies surrounding Pauling's
claims for vitamin C’s effect on the
common cold.

Despite all this, some things become
pretty well established: Too much fat
intake usually increases cholesterol in
the blood and increases the risk of
heart disease for most people; exercise
seems to improve our feelings of well-
being and to prolong life; cigarettes
can Kill you; stress may or may not in-
crease the likelihood of heart attacks.

Recently a new claim, one that af-
fects all of us, is being widely circu-
lated — common table salt is a deadly
killer.

Actually ithas been known since the
1920’s that hypertension is linked to
salt intake. Hypertension — high
blood pressure — is the main cause of
strokes in which a blood vessel bursts
in the brain. And the most common
cause of hypertension is a diet high in
sodium — common salt.

In addition to being a primary cause
of stroke, hypertension is one of the
three main risk factors in coronary
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A book so constantly in demand that it has remained
in print for over 100 years! So controversial that the
New York Herald wrote: “With its audacity, its versatility,
and the prodigious variety of subjects It handles, Isis
Unveiled Is one ofthe remarkable books ofthe century.”

Isis Unveiled

By Helena Petrovna Blavatsky

Offered is the latest definitive edition of a greatwork by the most famous
occultist of modern times. The 50 photographs are of some of the world's
outstanding occult personalities, /s/s Unveiled is a master key to the
mysteries of ancient and modern science and theology. It contains the
heart of the perennial philosophy of the Rosicrucians, Theosophists,
Kabbalists, Sufis, Essenes, Hindus, Buddhists, Gnostics, Egyptians, and
hundreds of additional mystery schools. Many people believe that
Isis Unveiled is directly responsible for creating world-wide interest in
the ancient wisdom, resulting in today's occult explosion.

_sae”™xj7But-
Your special FATE price Is only
$16.00. Just send us this ad with
your remittance. Prompt shipment.
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heart disease — the greatest single
cause ofdeath among men in the west-
ern hemisphere. The other two chief
causes of coronary heart disease are
smoking and high blood cholesterol.

00

APPALLING LAG
X7ET THE necessity of limiting salt

I intake for everybody is only now
receiving attention in this country, al-
though two French physicians pro-
posed the idea in ' 904. Although the
FDA requires that the labels on pro-
cessed foods list the various ingredi-
ents, including salt, it is only now con-
sidering requiring that the amount of
salt be stated on the label.

The definitive research linking salt
to hypertension was done by the late
Lewis K. Dahl over a 20-year period.
Dr. Dahl used genetically inbredj-ats

GET MORE O

Send for your

FREE SAMPLE ISSUE
of the world's fastest
growing Yoga magazine.

NEW SUBSCRIBER RATE.

ONLY $8 (REG. $10)
Save us paperwork Enclose payment
or use your MasterCard or Visa and get
2 BONUS ISSUES FREE
I 1 | prefer 2 full years. 24 issues
—* at the special Tate oOf $16.00.
|1 Bill me later.

[

Signature

Payment enclosed.
__MasterCard  __Visa

Expires:

(Two bonus issues for saving us work)

FATE
and found a clear relationship between
salt intake and hypertension. Prof. Lot
Page of Tufts University, Boston, de-
scribed for Colin Tudge of New Scien-
tist the data he has gathered on at least
20 societies with variable genetic
backgrounds — Chinese, Australian
aborigines, Greenland Eskimos, Afri-
can tribes, and so on. People in these
societies do not suffer from hyperten-
sion and all take no salt in their diet.

"The correlation works minutely,”
writes Tudge. ““Polynesians who
cooked their food in seawater did ex-
hibit hypertension while those who
cooked food in fresh water did not.”
Other "primitive” tribes sometimes
exhibit appalling hypertension — if
they are addicted to salt. The Japanese
have a remarkably high intake of salt
and the highest incidence of stroke in
the work”™

UT OF YOGA

New Subscriber s Reservation
INTERNATIONAL YOGA GUIDE
6111 SW 74th Ave. Miami. FL 33143

Yes. please send my complimentary
copy of International Yoga Guide. If | like
it. bill me for a full 12 months at your
new subscriber's rate of just $8.” It
don'tlike t. | will write "cancel” across
your bill, return it. and that will be that.
In either case, the issue is mine.

NAME
APPRESS.
PHI
STATEIZIP



PSYCHO-MYSTICS

PSYCHIC o

= TEACHINGS FROM
THE MASTERS

PSYCHOMYSTICS — Instruction, exercises and
personal experiments in subjects including
Progressive and Differential Relaxation —
Rhythmic Breathing — Universal Laws for
Success — Discovering the Will — Thought
Process — Recall and Memory Improvement —
Concentration — Visualization — Self
Evaluation — Replacement of Negatives with
Mystical Reinforcement — Meditation Con-

ion — Astral Proj - of
Reincarnation — Planes of Existence and Man's
Vehicles — Monads — Psychic Development and
Interpersonal Relationships.
7 Hours — on cassettes in handsome albums
US$55.00 (Postage included)

MYSTIC

COURSES
EXTRACTED FROM
THE ABOVE

Relaxation
(Progressive and
Differential)

Concentration & 90 min.

SELF

60 min. AWARENESS

o OCCULT

HYPNOSIS

SELF HYPNOSIS
Elimination of bad habits;
improved health, sex, sports,
study, and work habits.
Special feature — how to
formulate specific suggestions
to deal with any problem.

60 minutes

HYPNOSIS

Concise but easy to follow
instructions with best
induction and deepening
techniques demonstrated.
90 minutes

ADVANCED TECHNIQUES
Several unique induction and
deepening techniques
demonstrated. 60 minutes

Complete 3-cassette course

in handsome album.

U.S. $25.00 or U.S.$10.00
per cassette. Postage included.

Thought Processes
Meditation & 90 min
Contemplation

Astral Projection 60 min

Psychic 60 min.
Development

Reincarnation 90 min

Interpersonal 60 min
Relationships

On cassettes.

U.S.$10.00 each
(Postage included)

SEND Cl

MIND AND MEMORY TRAINING

The levels of Mind-function — Controlling the
Levels — Relating Mind and Consciousness —
Mind and Energy Centres — Thought Processes
— Concentration, Recall, Visualization — Mind
and Point Focus for Power — Conversion of
Negative to Positive Energy — Mind for Self-
Healing — Relation to Universal Mind — Secrets
of Associations for Sharp Memory — Building of
Ideas.

4 hours on cassettes in handsome album
U.S.$40.00 (Postage included)

Order; Mastercharg

(or ask for free brochure)

PSYCHOMYSTICS CENTRE
1651 Welch Street, North Vancouver, B.C., Canada V7P 3G9

1
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DEVELOP
YOUR PSYCHIC
ABILITIESI

~—  This exciting adult game for one or
more players, developed by a research
psychologist, lets you test your tele-
pathic. clairvoyant, precognitive and
psychokinetic skills. Play for fun or
conduct serious research. The game
comes, as pictured with full instruc-
tions.

Order
today!

&handl'gto:
MYSTIC GAMES INC., Dept. F-51,
P.0. Box 124 Montclair. CA91763 (Ca.
Res. add 6% sales tax) Satisfaction

“THE
HYNEK
UFO
REPBORT"

Or. J. Allen Hynek

‘The world's leading authority on UFOS no reveals

sbiect D Hynek is Professor of Astronony
Nortwestern Unversty and Direcor ofthe Centr
for UF St Yientiic consulant o project
ook e I (oo Ok
B aent s T angt
Here he adds his own UFO data and insights to
govemmem material_previously classited ot
stricted Read about sightings, repons, photos
fims that wi expand yoor Kowiage of the Tl
Readaboutsange lghts 2 gt fyngiscs i dey:
light. ebsejneounters of the irst, Second and thifd

Pocketbook Ilustrated. 297 pages
Only $1.95 plus $1 00 postage-fiandiing.
VENTURE BOOKSHOP
PO>. 249. Highland Park, IL 60035

FATE

Do people need salt?

We hear of animals traveling miles
to their salt licks. Salt certainly is
needed by herbivores to produce hy-
drochloric acid for their digestive
process. But contrary to common wis-
dom, when people lose salt by perspir-
ing it is only because they have eaten a
lot of salt. They don't need salt to pre-
vent heatstroke. The best evidence
suggests that humans can get by on
about 200 milligrams of sodium a day;
a common daily intake in the Western
world is 10 grams or more a day — 50
times too much.

People are easily hooked on salt but
those who give it up find that after a
few weeks they no longer miss it — in
fact no longer like it.

00

WE GOT RHYTHM

ECENTLY we ran into some fas-
R cinating studies on biological

rhythms being done by Charles Ehret
a senior scientist at Argonne National
Laboratory near Chicago. Dr. Ehret
began his research hoping to find ways
to help workers adjust to their chang-
ing shifts and remain alert whether
working day or night shifts. His find-
ings are significant and exciting.

Jon Van of the Chicago Tribune in-
terviewed Ehret and reports that there
are certain times in the day when cof-
fee “drives the body clock cuckoo,”
when food intake works against the
body rather than for it, when medi-
cines should be taken and not taken
and when people are more wide-awake
or sleepier, depending on their sched-
ules. Ehret's findings appear to ex-
plain for the first time some ofthe rea-
sons for the exaggerated effects of “jet
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lag.” Changes in their daily rhythms
simply throw people out of whack.
This has nothing to do, incidentally,
with the so-called biorhythms which
are getting a mixed reception these
days. The new study is called “chrono-
biology” and has significant implica-
tions for human health and well-being.

Bear with us while we explain that THEOSOPHICAL PHILOSOPHY
in most people the “body clock” starts
the day by building up levels of a
chemical messenger that promotes
alertness and activity. This messenger Theosophical University Press
is called epinephrine. Levels of epi- P.0 BINC. PASADENA. CALIFORNIA 91109

FREE BOOKLIST ON REQUEST

3RD ANNUAL CHICAGOLAND PSYCHIC ENCOUNTER FESTIVAL

Fri., Sat. & Sun.
Oct. 2, 3 & 4, 1981
Howard Johnsons
Convention Center
Palatine, lllinois
FEATURING over 75 of America s best-k including:
ally-known Psychic IRENE HUGHES; famed Chicago Psychic. JOSEPH DeLOUISE;
world-famous Psychic. MARLENA, THE ROCK LADY; Holistic Health Expert. DR. NOR:
g‘EA\rIV ESSERMAN; Detroit's Ieadlng Psychic. MARY CHRIST\E Multi-talented Psychlc

. LENI; Famous Astrologer. DARLENE ENBER. Over 60 Lectures. Workshops PLUS
Private Consultations. Displays will include: Birthstones & Stones with Meanings. Book

Store.
PLAN NOW to attend as a Spectator. Psychic or Astrological Consultant, or to sell psy-
chic-oriented products.



The Dick Sutphen
PAST-LIFE THERAPY
REGRESSION ALBUM

Higher-Self Deep-Level
Meditation Sessions
Using Reincarnation

Awareness to Improve Your Life
2 Catsene Tapes
(4 Regression Sessions) and
Instruction Manual In a Vinyl Album

Pait-Llie Therapy has become widely recognized as
an extremely valuable technique to eliminate
problems. Al of your feelings, anxieties, hangups,
tears and phobias come from some definite event or
series of events in your past And It is our experience
that the past Includes prior incamations. Even
martiage and sexual problems are often related to
previous lifetimes.

HE TRAINS THE DOCTORS

Dick Sutphen has trained many psychologists and
psychiatrists to use these awareness expanding
techniques with their own patients. Mental health
professionals desiring to help someone overcome &
problem seek to learn the cause of the problem. If the
source lles buried In the subconscious memories of &
past lfe, the normal investigative techniques are of
litdle value

11 you have a problem, or Il you're not & happy or
successlul as you want to be. there Is subconscious

programming that must be overcome. Your conscious
and subconscious mind are I conflict. Consciously,
you want something, yet you continue to retain the
problem subconsciously or your create mediocrity or
(allure

Probably the best way to communicate the value ol
aligning the conscious and subconscious mind through
Fastle Therapy techniques st oilraew examples
‘of actual case histories.

_ EXAMPLES

¥ WORKAHOLIC: A workaholic who loved his
family very much was too obsessed with his work to
spend any time at home. In regression he saw himsell
in a lifetime In Ireland, burying his children because
they had starved to death. In this life he was obviously
acting lo ensure his family would eat well so he could
avoid reexperiencing such devastating pain.

RESPONSIBILITY: A man unwilling to take
responsibility found he was formerly a sea captain who
panicked in a past ille crisis, abandoning his ship and
leaving many others to die

OVERWEIGHT: An extremely overweight woman
relived a past llle In which she was the pretty teenager
of a wealthy family In revolutionary France She was
tailed, mistreated and eventually exected. *I was so
pretty and they killed me." she exclaimed “Il you want
to be safe, be ugly."

INSOMNIA: A middle aged man who had suffered
from Insomnia all his Iife found that in a previous
Incamation he was a woman who was attacked and
sexually molested while asleep The unwarrented fear
ol this recurring resulted in programming his
subconscious to remain awake all the time

MARRIAGE PROBLEMS: An excessively
possessive woman experienced her husband leaving
ona business trip shortly after their marriage In 1745.
He never returned and subconsciously she tears losing
him again. Another woman, sexually Irigld today,
relived a past life in which her husband rejected her
after she was raped in a previous llle He saw her as
“tainted." Today she is subconsciously getting even by
rejecting him

DISCOVERING THE CAUSE
MAY SOLVE THE PROBLEM
Old these situations actually take place I the past as
the subjects experienced In regression? We believe
they did. but obvmusly lhere Is o way toprove t. The
real I
by understanding e cause. I some cases just
discovering the cause will Immediately eliminate the
effect. In other situations If Is the beginning of a llle-
changing process.

14



Dick Sutphen pioneered pastlife regrestion via
hypnosis lape In 1978, He developed perfectly aafe
techniques for people to use l home alone. Since that
time many thousands have experienced their past lives
with his cassettes. This new PAST-LIFE THERAPY
album uses deep-level meditation, rather than formal
hypnosis, yet It Is every bit s effective. Many people
leel It Is more ellectlve.

Private practitioners may charge you from $50 to
$100 per hour to explore the cause ol your problems In
their office We offer you lour past ille sessions and &
complete manual lor only $29 95 And you can use the
sessions over and over again to explore lor yoursel,
your family or friends the past lives that are causing
present-day situations.

THE ALBUM TAPES

Tape : BACK TO THE CAUSE
REGRESSION—Structured for you to decide what
you desire to investigate |e.g, a tear, a talent, &
relationship, an affliction, an unusual situation). Dick
directs you to locus upon If &s he uides you back In
lime to the origin ol the situation In your past—your
current life or a pastllle You are Instructed to perceive
the cause without pain or emotion, only as an observer
The investigation is approached Irom several different
perspectives and you are awakened with the strong
suggestion to release the past if Il is negative.

Tape 2: WISDOM ERASES KARMA—Once you
know the cause, this expanded-slate-ol-consclbusness
session quides you into your Higher-Self to achieve a
karmic overview of the situation so that you can fully
understand the fear behind the problem and what you
need to accept to completely eliminate the negativity
Irom your life once and lor all. Fear-based emotions are
the cause ol all problems between human beings.

Tape 3: OVERSOUL AWARENESS OF YOUR
LIFE PLAN—A Higher-Sell expanded state-ol
consciousness  session to explore your llle Irom

your primary purpose and present level of awareness.
You will become aware ol what changes you need to
make to advance according to your life plan, and about
the primary unleared lessons Irom previous lives.
Also, how you'can accelerate the evolutive process,

Tape 4: PAST-LIFE TALENTS AND
ABILITIES—A mullillle regression to seek out
forgotten valuable knowledge Irom your former lives
This session, conducted in our seminars, has launched
many people on to new careers, and for others It has
opened the doors to latent abilities which were lying
right below the surface Il you developed a pedicular
talent or ability in your past, it should be exceptionally
natural and easy to do It again.
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nephrine or adrenaline usually peak in
the late afternoon and then subside as
the body builds up serotonin, another
chemical messenger that promotes re-
laxation and steep. The foregoing is a
simplified blueprint of part ofthe daily
biological clocks of most people.

Suppose you have coffee or tea in
the morning. The caffeine has the im-
mediate effect of increasing your
blood sugar. This may give you a lift
for about 90 minutes until the body’s
insulin overrides it. Then you crash.
Research into the stimulative effects of
caffeine heretofore have not taken into
account any of this effect.

So the caffeine boost doesn’t last and
in addition it delays the normal build-
up of epinephrine. If you take coffee
or tea at night the caffeine accelerates
the epinephrine, so in either case the
caffeine works against the body's ten-
dency to be alert during waking hours
and relaxed during steep, Jon Van
writes.

The best time to drink coffee or tea
is during the traditional British tea-
time, 3:30to 4:00 P.M.

“At that point the effect is neutral,”
explains Ehret. “They neither advance
nor delay the cycle."

00
WHY NURSES BURN OUT

HERE ARE many other impor-
I tant implications in this research

and the whole matter seems so com-

plex that it may be a long time before
they are all sorted out. Some of the
findings support folklore that has been
rejected by medical men.

In one study in which seven volun-
teers were limited to one meal of 2000
eateries a day the subjects lost more
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weight eating breakfast than eating
dinner although the caloric intake was
the same.

“There is logic in that finding,” ac-
cording to Dr. Ralph Morris, a profes-
sor of pharmacology at the University
of lllinois. "We know that a person's
circulation varies, being slower when
he first wakes up, and we know that
absorption of calories varies with cir-
culation, so it makes sense that you'd
absorb more calories at one time of
day than another.”

Another important observation is
made by Geraldene Felton, dean of
nursing at the University of lowa. She
suggests that maybe the new findings
explain' why nurses “bum out and
leave the profession because of the
pressures of changing shifts so often.”

Other implications are not yet com-
pletely understood. It appears that
some drugs, in the same dosage, are
highly therapeutic if taken at one time
ofthe day but toxic and even lethal if
taken at another time of day. They
may work at one time of day and be in-
effectual at another time of day.

This might explain why some medi-
cal research is not verified although
the researchers imagine that the con-
trols and conditions are identical; it
could be simply the time of day at
which medications are taken that ex-
plains why they do or do not work.

“One researcher in Arkansas,”
writes Van, “has cured a majority of
mice tested by giving them a combina-
tion of anticancer drugs at 5:00 A.M.
but only 16 percent when giving them
the same medicine later in the day.”

Professor Morris states flatly, “All
testing of drugs for efficacy and toxic-
ity that has been done without taking
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biological rhythms into account is
questionable.”

And what does this mean for you
and me?

One simple benefit, Ehret advises, is
to change your eating habits. People
function best if they eat most of their
protein for breakfast and lunch be-
cause protein stimulates the active
phase cycle. “Carbohydrates are best
taken at dinner because they enhance
the sleep pathway.”

00

COMPUTER CRITTERS
HE FOREGOING report is in-
complete and probably there are
numerous other aspects of chronobiol
ogy which are not even suspected.
Each of us varies in his response. And
in addition we are affected by the
strange workings of our minds.

So now let us consider the new and
strange problem of “cable lice.” Re-
cently a reservations sales agent for
Delta Airlines wrote to the Miami Her-
ald's “Action Line” column begging
for help. She said the problem was
“cable lice" which thrive on the cables
of computers.

“These pests' bites are worse than
that of fleas since they're practically
invisible to the human eye. We've tried
monthly pest-control spraying but it
doesn’t seem to help.”

Fred Grimm of Knight News Serv-
ice followed up on this strange com-
plaint and found that belief in these
critters is widespread. Paula Teleha,
who manages the building containing
the clean modem suite of Delta offices
in downtown Coral Gables, comments,
“They complain. We spray for them.
But I've never seen them.”
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Prof. Philip Koehler, a University of
Florida entomologist and mite expert,
says he gets several calls a year about
such bugs. "People, usually women,
complain about a creeping sensation
and occasional bites. Usually they
work among electronic equipment or
among old dusty records. In the record
rooms they're called ‘paper mites.’”

Professor Koehler never has been
able to capture one of the pesky crea-
tures. The “specimens” he's received
in alcohol usually are grains of sand or
specks of dust. Ifthere is a problem at
all, two United States Public Health
Service doctors concluded in 1967, it
is a little fiberglass insulation and a lot
oftalk.

Koehler says, “They're delusions.
Sometimes we can take care of the
problem by just telling people we've
gotten rid of the mites."

00

MORE ON THE SHROUD

ONE WONDERS if the scientific

controversies overthe Shroud of
Turin ever will be resolved. Now Wal-
ter C. McCrone, an internationally
known microscopist whose studies
proved that Yale University’s famous
Vinland map was a hoax, says that his
latest findings, based on electron mi-
croscope and electron microprobe
studies of fibers taken from the
Shroud, show that the Christlike image
contains two paint pigments, iron
oxide, indicating that red ochre was
used, and a second red pigment, ver-
milion. He believes that although the
Shroud could have been painted at any
time, even as far back as the First Cen-
tury, it is probable painting and cloth
are products ofthe 14th Century.
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“All of these studies support the
conclusion that the image on the linen
cloth known as the Turin Shroud is
typical of tempera painting on cloth,
introduced into Europe at least as
early as the end ofthe 13th Century,”
McCrone said, according to Ron Ko-
tula in the Chicago Tribune.

His findings are contradicted by Dr.
Samuel Pellicori, an optical physicist
at the Santa Barbara Research Insti-
tute in Goleta, Calif. Dr. Pellicori
conclusions indicate that paint pig-
ments were not used in the production
of the image.

Both men agree that the claims of
the Rev. Francis L. Filas, a theologian
at Loyola University in Chicago, are
unfounded. Father Filas claims that a
three-dimensional analysis of the pho-
tographs shows images of Roman
coins over the eyes.

FATE

"Father Filas’ work is not scientif-
ic.” Pellicori says. “Itis mostly wishful

thinking.”
00

CREATION “‘SCIENCE”
AST MARCH the Arkansas legis-
lature, with the approving signa-

ture of Gov. Frank White, voted to

give “creation science” equal time
with evolution in public school curric-
ula. The new law would require a bal-
anced offering of both theories in lec-
tures, textbooks and other teaching
materials. This law already is under
fire as a violation of the constitution-
ally mandated separation of church
and state.

The propaganda for teaching anti-
evolutionism in the public schools has
been gaining increased support over
the past 20 years.
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We emphasize the word “propa-
ganda" because it is being promoted
by a clever, partisan and well-financed
publicity campaign. The Institute for
Creation Research, which insists on a
literal interpretation of the Bible, of-
fers college- and graduate-level pro-
grams and conducts summer institutes
on creationism. It distributes antievo-
lutionary booklets, cassettes and na-
tionally distributed weekly radio
broadcasts.

— IONS —

IONS —

FATE

If you believe the creationists you
also must believe:
« The universe and the planet Earth
are roughly no more than 10,000 years
old.
= All species, from viruses to man to
whales, were created at the same time.
= Noah’s ark actually existed as de-
scribed in the Bible and there actually
was a global flood.

Dinosaurs never existed; their fos-
sils were created to delude all of us
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poor sinful little chickens.

« There is no such thing as global
plate tectonics or continental drift.

= Neanderthal man, Java man, Peking
man and other predawn men never ex-
isted except as fossil creations.

= Galileo was wrong after all; the
earth and not the sun is the center of
our solar system.

Countless other discoveries of our
scientific age would be invalidated.

It boggles the mind to imagine what
mischiefthe widespread acceptance of
such beliefs would cause our scientific
society. Eventually, no doubt, con-
straints would be put upon free scien-
tific research itself.

Let us agree that there are differ-
ences among responsible scientists
concerning the mechanics of evolu-
tion. But there is no disagreement that
not only did man evolve, but all crea-
tures, Earth, the universe itself and all
things in it evolved.

Laurie R. Godfrey puts the case
well by stating in an article in Natural
History that "Doing science is not the
business of scientific creationists; de-
stroying the public credibility of evo-
lution is their real goal. ‘New evi-
dence,’ the press is told, reveals ‘major
weaknesses' in evolution. ... Scien-
tific creationism may be poor science
but it is powerful politics. And polit-
ically, it may succeed.”

00

VIKING MONSTERS
'HE KING’S Mirror, a famous
12th-Century Chronicle of the

Vikings, describes a familiar sea mon-

ster thus:
“This monster is tall and of great
size and rises straight out ofthe water.
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It has shoulders like a man’s but no
hands. Its body apparently grows nar-
rower from the shoulders down, so that
the lower down it has been observed,
the more slender ithas seemed to be.
But no one has ever seen how the low-
er end is shaped. Whenever the mon-
ster has shown itself, men have always
been very sure that a storm would fol-
low.”

Is this another one of those ancient
myths?

Two scientists at the University of
Manitoba, reporting in the British
journal Nature, believe the Norse sail-
ors were describing accurately what
they believed they were seeing. They
say the clue given in the old Norse
reports is that storms were sure to fol-
low such sightings.

The answer suggested by the scien-
tists is that when atmospheric temper-
ature inversions approach the surface
of the sea the distorted appearance of
walruses or orcas would exactly match
what the early Norse sailors described.
Prof. Waldemar H. Lehn and Irmgard
Schroeder reasonably assume the wit-
nesses were standing about six feet
above the surface of the ocean in a
Norse longship and watching an object
a mile or less distant.

Under these conditions, says Profes-
sor Lehn, a walrus would take on a
pillarlike outline, a monster with huge
fangs rearing 10 feet above the surface
ofthe ocean. The conditions necessary
to create this optical illusion would be
the last stages of a warm front in a
calm just before a storm.

As a result of his theory, Professor
Lehn believes that other descriptions
of monsters by early Norse sailors
should be reexamined.
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JACKPOT DREAM
ARLY IN March, after he was
laid off from his carpentry job,
Ronny Whitlock of Greenfield, Calif.,
left Crystal, Minn., near Minneapolis
and headed for Reno, Nev., where he
had heard there was a giantjackpot on
the $1.00 slot machine.

On March 10 he dreamed he was
going to hit it big. He didn’t sleep the
rest of the night and decided to warm
up on the 25-cent slot machines before
he started to play the $1.00 slots.

He never got that far. His “four men
in a barrel” lined up on the 25-cent
machines and he won $77,000.
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PILCHARD PUZZLE?
HE Sydsvenska Dagbladet of
Malmo, Sweden, looks upon the
world with wondering eyes. The publi-
cation has noted that pilchards, those
sardinelike fish of the herring family,
have deserted their traditional waters
of the coast of southwest Africa where
they have been overfished by Soviet
trawlers using fine-gauge nets which
even scoop up the minnows. And, con-
tinues the story, they have relocated
offthe coast of Peru, where stocks are
rapidly growing.

The question then is: How could
these supposedly dumb animals have
learned that a similar habitat exists at
the other end of the globe where they
could escape the danger from the Sovi-
et trawlers?

Well, that's one way of looking at
the situation. To us it is likelier that
the nutritious cold water currents
which keep shifting off both coasts
also bring or take away the pilchards.
Since the fish are always associated
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CAN YOU PASS THIS

ESP TEST?

From a piece of paper or foil, cut a atrip about 34"x1", and bend one end upward
to form a small sail. Place in a shallow bowl of water, on a steady surface.free of
drafts. Don't breath on the sail. Point your index finger at the sail..very close but
not touching it. Concentrate on moving the boat  You'll find you can repel or
attract the 'boat at will! This simple test should prove that everyone has psychic
ability.....most Just refuse to believe it. But now there's some really exciting news.
An electronic ESP MACHINE has been perfected that will instantly amplify all
the inborn psychic abilities you may not even realize you have: the discovery that
can bring you money, psychic power, friendship, love and good health, almost
instantly!

Ever wished you could perform all those fantastic mental feats you've seen Kreskin
Geller and all the other pro's do? Ever wished you could affect atoms, or
communicate without speaking, form photo images without a camera or influence
others with the power of thought alone? Well there’s no longer any need to

sit back and marvel at the psychic feats of othersl Now you can accomplish some
mind boggling mental feats of your ownl Even if you're a novice with no special
abilities or gifts...have never been successful with ESP!

This unbelievable device has actually been in use for several years by a small
group of informed scientists.Now you can have your ownl No special skills
are needed to assemble the device'and what's more, no special ability is needed
to operate it!

Just imagine for a minute what this absolutly astonishing machine can do for
you. How It could fulfill all your hidden ambitions; bring your wildest dreams
fo lifel Does the thought of unleashing hidden psychic talent excite you? Just
think of an object and affect it with your mind Focus on someone you desire
and have them’ receive your thoughts and emotions even though they're many
miles away? Command love and respect from those around you? Perhaps you
want money or fame. Would you like the adventure of prospecting for gold.oil,
uranium....and know you'll find it?

Unbelievable? Kookie? Then realize that this mysterious device has been awardecj
patents in both the U.S. and Europe! What's more, it's based on principles re-
searched by Columbia, Duke and Pennsylvania University.as well as the Soviet
Academy of Science! Prove it to yourself. Order now! We'll send you complete
plans on how to put together your own ESP machine. You need no special elec-
tronic knowledge and just a few parts you can get almost anywhere. Along with
the planswe'll send you information on how others..famous scientists and re-
searchers have used devices like this to do all manner of things. Things you might
never have dreamed of|

If you don't like do-it-yourself projects we'll even tell you where to buy fully built
and tested units that won't cost you an arm and leg! We've sold thousands of these
to satisfied customers all over the world and we know they're satisfied because we
get fewer than 1% returns! So, do yourselfa favorYor a change- act now! You've
nothing to lose. If you're not convinced the machine works and will do all the
amazing things we've said, return it within 10 days and we'll refund your money!
Do it today-before youforget! Send $14.95 (plus $1.50 postrhndl) (Outside U.S.
add 20%) to: Eurentco, Box 1833, Hancock, Wi. 54943. (U.S. Funds only).
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ESP LABORATORY with these currents and when the cur-

rents are absent so are the fish, we re-
NO HOGWASH — but new adventure ject the idea that the pilchards thought
In a solid program of help it all out and planned an escape.
for YOU, as you learn co

1o help yourselt RELIGIOUS AMERICA
HE GALLUP poll reports that
two out of three Americans be-
lieve religion is relevant to modern so-
ciety. The number of people who feel
this way has remained comparatively
stable over the past seven years, ac-
cording to the poll.

Sixty-five percent of Americans be-
lieve that religion can provide answers
to modern problems, while 15 percent
say religion is “largely old-fashioned
and out-of-date.” The remaining 20
percent express no opinion.

However, while the attitude that re-
ligion is relevant to modern problems

Our President, Al G. Manning, is author of ~NaS remained relatively stable since
“Helping Yourself With White Witchcraft. The 1974, it declined sharply between
Miracle of Universal Psychic Power, The Mira- 1957 and 1974 — from 81 percent to
cle of New Ishtar Power, Helping Yourselfwith the present 65 percent.
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Dr. Hans Goedicke, an Egyptol-
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nJ of Near Eastern studies at Johns Hop-
| ESP Laboratory kins University, claims there is *solid

7559 Santa Monica Blvd. historical evidence" that the Exodus

Los Angeles, CA 90046 of the Israelites from Egypt occurred
in 1477 B. C.
.J Dr. Goedicke believes that he has

Name verified the Exodus and that it took
1 place during the reign of the woman
j Address Pharaoh Hatshepsut. The date Goe-

_ dicke pinpoints is about 200 years ear-
Zipj  lierthan previously assumed and could
coincide with the volcanic eruption of
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Thera, an island north of Crete, with
which all kinds of historical events
have been associated.

According to Goedicke the ““parting
ofthe waves" that came together again
to swallow the pursuing Egyptians
could have been an ensuing tidal wave
rather than supernatural intervention.

The principal evidence for
Goedicke’s conclusion is a royal de-
cree by the queen, found some years
ago in an Egyptian shrine, which reads
in part:

"And when 1 allowed the abomina-
tions of the gods to depart, the earth
swallowed their footsteps! This was the
directive ofthe Primeval Father (Nun,
the primeval water), who came one day
unexpectedly. ”

Although other scholars don't agree
with Goedicke, he believes that the
correspondence between the biblical
account in Exodus and Queen Hat-
shepsut's decree are “so great that in
my opinion there can be no doubt that
we have here two accounts of the very
same event.”
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“SEEING EYE” BIRDS

= Ray Berwick, a Hollywood animal
trainer, claims he is teaching large red
macaws to become “Seeing Eye” birds
for the blind. Berwick believes his
cockatoo Fred, formerly star of the
cancelled “Baretta” TV series, "un-
derstands words as well as a three-or
four-year-old kid.” Berwick has dem-
onstrated the abilities of two macaws,
Sylvester and Jo-Jo, under laboratory
conditions and the last we heard he
was preparing to test them in the real
world. They have one advantage —
they live 50 to 60 years.
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A New Look at .

ROMAN LONDON

Archaeologists are now rediscovering ancient Londinium whose

Roman origins were forgotten with the coming of the Dark Ages.

HE PICTURE of Roman London
has undergone constant change

since antiquaries made the first serious
Photographs courtesy discoveries in the 17th and 18th Cen-
Museum of London turies. And it will continue to change,
for remarkable discoveries made by
the Museum of London, which has

Excavations near river at Blackfriars unearthed large group of sculptured stones
which had been reused in Roman wall. Frieze dates to late Second or Third Cen-
tury and is unique in that it depicts four mother goddesses, not the usual three.
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Line of Roman town wall and fort superimposed on modern street plan shows that
wall surrounded historic core of London known to today's business community as
the City or the Square Mile. London had its mercantile origins in Roman times.

conducted continuous rescue excava-
tions since 1974, now throw new light
on this history of Roman London.

The Roman town wall, largely re-
built in medieval times, contained
within it the historic core of London
and the area known to today’s business
community as the City or the Square
Mile. This modem emphasis on trad-
ing and commerce is appropriate in
view ofthe City’s mercantile origins in
Roman times.

Fundamental to an understanding of
archaeology’s limitations is an appre-
ciation that during past excavations of
many deep foundations, cellars and
bank vaults, no record was kept of sur-
viving archaeological layers. Yet these
layers are the only evidence available
+Sec "Britain, The Westem Edge of Rome." November-

December 1974 Fate

4

to us, for Roman historical sources
give few passing references to Londin-
ium. Sad to say, knowledge of Roman
London is in many respects still only
rudimentary.

Until recently, London’s origins
were considered to conform to those of
many other historic British towns with
Roman ancestry — for example, Car-
lisle, Cirencester, Exeter and Worces-
ter — in that they began from a civil
settlement (vicus) outside a fort. As
military exigency dictated, the army
often moved elsewhere and the settle-
ment was left to survive or perish de-
pending on its value to the local native
population, as well as to the Roman
civil authorities.

London, it appeared, was closely in-
volved in the campaigns that immedi-
ately followed the invasion in A.D. 43,



42

All along telephone tunnel more than 200
yards long, massive basilica and court-
yard floors form tunnel walls and roof.
campaigns recorded from the some-
what distorted viewpoint of a man
writing 150 years after the event. Ro-
man historian Dio's account of the
army’s movements shows a concen-
trated push from Kenttoward the River
Thames, which had to be crossed ifthe
British capital of Colchester were to
be captured. After a two-day battle, a
river identified as the Medway was
crossed and. according to Dio, the
Britons fell back to a river subse-
quently identified as the Thames.

The outstanding advantages of the
site of Roman London now come into
play, for its elevated twin-hilled loca-
tion (St. Paul's and Cornhill), well
above the floodplain, was considered
by many scholars (before recent inves-
tigations) as an obvious place for the
Romans to establish a bridgehead fort.

FATE

Nowhere between this location and
the sea is there any other site so ideally
suited for settlement. It has military,
geological, topographical and tidal
advantages — all in a remarkably fa-
vorable combination which must have
been immediately appreciated by
army surveyors and engineers. No ear-
lier native settlement of any size or
permanence occupied the site: this
should be remembered in considering
Roman London's fortunes over its
400-year history, when a large local
population could have helped support
its economy once its overseas markets
had declined.

Although a military origin had been
argued by many archaeologists, no
definite evidence of recognizable mili-

Mosaic pavement found at Milk Street
site depicts stylized vessel (cantharus)
within a circle and square of guilloche.



London was flourishing when Hadrianic
fire struck in 120s. Mud brick walls
such as this were burned granite-hard,
tary structures was found even after a
century of careful observation. It was
becoming increasingly clear in the
1960’s that this hypothesis now
needed firm data to make it tenable.
These were found in the early 1970's,
not in the city but across the river in
Southwark. For some time there had
been evidence suggesting that the ear-
ly roads from the Kent coast to Lon-
don originally led to Westminster, the
lowest point at which the army could
ford the Thames. Here it was possible
that a fort, built to guard a crossing,
once existed on Thorney Island, site of
Westminster Abbey and Parliament.
Dio, on the other hand, refers to an ex-
isting bridge which was used for the
crossing, but this seems improbable
because the Thames served as a fron-
tier between warring tribes in the
decades between Caesar's foray into
Britain (circa 55 B.C.) and Claudius’
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invasion in A.D. 43. Modem scholars
have considered the possibility of a
pontoon bridge but with fords at Chel-
sea and Lambeth as well as Westmin-
ster, such a bridge seems unnecessary.
Excavations in the bridgehead area
at Southwark now support the likeli-
hood that the army crossed at West-
minster, for in Southwark the ap-
proach roads were almost certainly not
built before the 50’s. As a conse-
quence of this discovery a detailed re-
examination of the earliest Roman
pottery was made and it showed fartoo
little Claudian Samian pottery to be
commensurate with a major military
base. Claudian coins also were reex-
amined and shown to be mainly imita-
tions of later date than the regular
issue characteristic of the Nerdnian pe-
riod. In sum, the evidence from South-
wark and the city and of the roads
from Southwark to Westminster raises
a strong possibility "that London was
not founded until the early 50's, some-
time late in the reign of Claudius or
early in Nero's reign and its origins
cannot be shown to be connected with
the military campaigns of A.D. 43.
There is no firm evidence in London
itself for any military presence before
A.D. 60, except that the historian
Tacitus, commenting on the events of
the Boudiccan revolt of that year (see
box), wrote that Londinium then “was
crowded with traders and a great cen-
tre of commerce.” The town therefore
was established by that date but its
function was mercantile, not military.
In fact, the normal pattern of Rome’s
conquest, to which Britain was no ex-
ception, was to permit trade to follow
the flag insuring a full economic ex-
ploitation to justify the Pax Romana.
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At Blackfriars the 1974-75 rare find of sculptured stones from several public
monuments gives vivid glimpse of Third-Century London. Head of Mars wearing a
crested helmet came from screen of gods and temples dedicated to Isis and Jupiter.

Government authorities must have re-
alized at the outset of the conquest
that the new province would require a
major international trading center and
no other site was better suited for this.
Most important, Londinium was an
open site free of the problems that an
existing native population would im-
pose on a rapid urban expansion.

Archaeology has shown re-
cently that from the beginning
the new city was deliberately planned
with a street system which eventually
would accommodate an area approach-
ing 300 acres. During these early years
it would have looked not unlike
the 19th-Century frontier towns of the
American West. That traders came
from all over the Roman world is

made evident oy some of the earliest
finds in London — jars for wine and
olive oil from southern Spain and the
Aegean (especially Rhodes), fine glass
from Italy and Syria, and from Gaul
beautifully decorated pottery lamps of
the distinctive glossy red Samian ware.

The earliest known inhabitant of
London was Aulus Alfidius Olussa, a
Roman citizen from Athens who died
in London at the age of 70 not long be-
fore A. D. 100. Olussa probably was
typical of the first settlers in what was
essentially an international trading
and business community. Probably
few Britons were to be seen.

The new settlement was centered at
Cornhill and the earliest structures
and objects have been discovered
there. These include timber-framed
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buildings, probably shops, which had
a piped water supply along the road-
side frontage. Nearby a store of seed
corn, apparently imported from the
eastern Mediterranean area (on the
evidence of distinctive weed seeds),
has been investigated. Until quite re-
cently it was believed that the city ex-
panded west across the Walbrook
stream from Cornhill but now it is
known that the earliest planning pro-
posals included these areas from the
beginning. At Watling Court, streets
and two rectangular timber-framed
buildings clearly intended to be per-
manent were established and their ear-
ly property boundaries were followed
by succeeding buildings.

At a site in Newgate Street the earli-
est structures suggest a ribbon devel-
opment along the main west road
through a suburb which contained in-
dustrial activities, a cemetery and a
circular “native type” building. The
civic boundary ditch separating this
random suburban growth from the
planned area evident at Watling Court
may have been established near St.
Martin-le-Grand and may have ex-
tended to the river. To the northeast of
Comihill, following the line of the later
town wall, an early ditch which
may be the original civic boundary has
been investigated. It probably marked
offfrom the surrounding countryside a
town which enjoyed self-governing
status from the beginning and which,
in a few years, would achieve chartered
status. Whether this had been ac-
complished by A.D. 60 when the Bou-
diccan revolt shook the Roman world
is not known. In that year Colchester,
the capital. Verulamium and London
were destroyed'by fire and many of
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their citizens were slaughtered, al-
though an unknown number are as-
sumed to have escaped, later returning
to rebuild their lives and cities.

Evidence of the Boudiccan episode
appears dramatically at many London
sites as a distinctive layer of burned
building debris up to about 18 inches
thick. These deposits and burned Sa-
mian pottery of Claudian-Neronian
date indicate the extensive area de-
stroyed by Boudicca, especially when
the debris was clearly scorched in situ
and not redeposited from clearance
operations elsewhere.

In addition, a study of archaeologi-
cal levels immediately over the
scorched debris has indicated a gener-
ally slow recovery. This suggests that

Romans built massive wooden riverside
quay to improve port. Upper timber of
remains shown here was 28 feet long
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Artist's impression of construction of riverside wall at Blackfriars, built about
the middle of the Fourth Century, depicts excavations pictured on facing page.

the business community lost confi-
dence in the security of Roman
Britain. Watling Court and other re-
cently excavated sites give little evi-
dence of domestic redevelopment be-
fore A.D. 100, so it seems likely that
Londinium took several decades to re-
gain its former size. But there is evi-
dence along Newgate Street to show
that priority was given to business
premises, in this case on a main road
well outside the urban limits where
large buildings were built soon after
the fire.

Thus redevelopment and prosperity
took hold slowly and in the early 80's
apparently required the encourage-
ment ofthe new governor, Julius Agri-
cola, who provided a significant urban
aid program in an attempt to realize

the pre-Boudiccan planning propos-
als. Tacitus records, “With private en-
couragement and public aid he
pressed forward the construction of
temples, fora and town houses.” More-
over, now there was a need to build a
city to match those of the Mediterra-
nean world. In London this presum-
ably culminated in its recognition as
the provincial capital and the fulfill-
ment of the plan for the town to serve
as the province’s main trading port.
London now had its first basilica-
forum with a small classical temple
just to the east at Cornhill, public
baths at Hugging Hill and at Cheap-
side and an extensive official resi-
dence, presumably for the governor
and his staff, set high on the riverbank
at Cannon Street. This building con-
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tained staterooms, a garden court with
a great pool perhaps 60 yards long, a
bath suite, hypocaust central heating
and tessellated floors. To the west be-
yond the Walbrook stream at Watling
Court the most complete area of do-
mestic buildings yet known in the city
showed three town houses facing
south, high on the steep natural river-
bank, with corridors, mosaics and
floors of opus signinum, a kind of ce-
ment or stucco. These were much re-
paired and replaced which suggests
either intensive use or long life. In the
Milk Street area large timber-framed
town houses were rebuilt with con-
crete floors and tessellated pavements.

By the end ofthe First Century A.D.
timber revetments had been built
along the Thames riverbank to pro-
vide basic port facilities, vital to the
business interests whose main role
during this initial period was to supply
the growing markets of Britain with
consumer and luxury goods. Appar-
ently London remained an open unde-
fended settlement at this time, for no
First-Century defenses have yet been
discovered. However, by the begin-
ning of the Second Century a fort was
built, probably only to garrison the
governor’s bodyguard and officials.
Thus, at the end of the First Century it
appears that after the setback of the
Boudiccan revolt, London had fully
recovered and its future was assured
for centuries to come.

Emperor Hadrian’s visit to Britain
in A.D. 122 added to the city's for-
tunes with the instigation ofthe second
forum, dated to A.D. 120-130, built
to replace the Flavian forum and four
times its size. This was to be the most
impressive building in Britain and one
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of the largest buildings north of the
Alps. Civic pride and confidence in
the future of London and the province
itself was expressed in a way never to
be seen again on such a scale in a sin-
gle building. The whole complex —
basilica (town hall), central courtyard,
porticoed shops and offices — covered
eight acres. The basilica’s vast hall,
consisting of nave, side aisles and tri-
bune, was more than 90 feet wide. The
central feature was the large unroofed
courtyard with a decorative pool at its
center and surrounded on three sides
by a colonnaded inner portico of
shops. A north-to-south traverse of the

Rear one-third of Roman riverside wall
is in position. The Thames had eroded
the front of the wall by late Saxon
times (Ninth or 10th Century). Other
than this, few Roman buildings dating
to Fourth Century have been discovered.
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foundations was achieved during 1976
when a telecommunications tunnel
more than 200 yards long was exca-
vated below Gracechurch Street. All
along the tunnel the massive basilica
and courtyard floors formed the tunnel
walls and roof.

ONDON was therefore flourish-

ing when another disastrous fire

devastated 100 acres or more of
city center in the 120’s. It is known as
the Hadrianic fire and significantly it
came at a time when towns elsewhere
in Britain were rapidly establishing
themselves with their own industries
and markets. The local population
they served, both in the town and sur-
rounding countryside, apparently no
longer required the type of goods, par-
ticularly the luxury trade items, im-
ported through London, or possibly
they could obtain them cheaper
through less expensive trade inlets.
The Hadrianic fire and its aftermath of
economic disruption clearly worsened
the situation in London and undoubt-
edly accelerated an inevitable decline.
Hence, by the end ofthe Second Cen-
tury the archaeological evidence gives
a picture of decaying temples, demol-
ished public baths and ditches of the
civic boundary and fort filled with
rubbish. If this means the fort was
abandoned, it is probable that the gov-
ernor’s residence was unoccupied too.
What rebuilding did take place after
the fire seems to have been short-
lived. In Watling Court the burned
buildings were not rebuilt immediate-
ly and when they were, they appeared
to have been much less substantial
structures. The Newgate Street and
Milk Street buildings were replaced
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but nevertheless these went out of use
well before the end of the century.

It appears that because of the ab-
sence of a large native population the
gradual decline of overseas trading
could not be cushioned by an expan-
sion in local trade, as seems to have
been the case in tribal capitals. More-
over, it seems likely that London’s
population was declining and that the

th@opulation ofthe suburb of Southwark
also was shrinking. In short, from the
middle of the Second Century, Roman
London declined rapidly, and this eco-
nomic disaster may have meant the
loss of its status as the capital.

However, substantial imperial aid
was at hand to save the city’s fortunes.
Toward the end of the Second Century
a massive new quay was built to im-
prove the port facilities. This impres-
sive structure has been investigated at
the Old Custom House site. New Fresh
Wharf and Seal House, where finds
have revealed some of the overseas
imports — impressive quantities of
Samian pottery from Gaul and mixing
bowls from the Rhineland. Toward the
end of the Second Century a landward
stone wall was built about two miles
long, enclosing 330 acres and extend-
ing beyond the earlier First-Century
civic limits on the western side. No
other town in Roman Britain had de-
fenses enclosing such a large area.
Thus the populace must have been re-
assured of London’s revival as an im-
portant city, especially as few towns
were walled by this date.

Atthis time the provincial governor,
Clodius Albinus, was making a bid for
the imperial throne and he may have
decided to develop and defend London
about A.D. 192 for purely military
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THE BOUDICCAN revolt, led by
Queen Boudicca, erupted after the
death of her husband Prasutagus,
King of the Iceni tribe, whose royal
line was then declared extinct by
Emperor Nero. The Romans en-
slaved the royal family and confis-
cated their properties: lustful ser-
vants flogged Boudicca and
ravished her two daughters. In
the midst of this outrage, when Ro-
man officials routinely demanded
recruits and tribute ‘money, the
entire Iceni nation rose to free
Queen Boudicca. Tribe after tribe
joined her until she had a following
of 230,000 men

Boudicca's warriors were more
than a mob but not quite an army —
and the far-flung Roman legions
could not mobilize fast enough to
stop them. There were no Roman le-
gions within 120 miles of Colchester
when Boudicca’s forces burned the
town. Next, by sheer numbers they
swamped and annihilated the Ninth
Roman Legion, which was moving
too late to save Colchester.

and political reasons; it was ideally
placed to handle communications be-
tween Britain and the Continent. How-
ever, Albinus was defeated and Septi-
mius Severus, the successful claimant,
came to Britain in A.D. 208. Subse-
quently, also for political reasons,
London may have been included in a
general program of town fortification,
ifin fact it was still an open city at that
time. In addition. Britain was soon to
be divided into two provinces and it is
almost certain that London then be-
came the capital of Britain Superior
and York of Britain Inferior.

ONDON S role in the Third Cen-
L tury was now due to change dra-
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When word reached Roman Gen-
eral Seutonius Paulinus that Bou-
dicca was hurrying toward Londini-
um, he ordered the Second Legion
to join him to defend the city. Fear-
ing the fate that had befailen the
Ninth Legion, the junior officer in
command of the Second Legion re-
fused to march and Seutonius was
forced to abandon the city.
Boudicca's army burned Londini-
um, then pursued Seutonius whose
10,000 legionnaires were en-
trenched in a small meadow where
their flanks and rear were protected
by a dense forest. When Boudicca's
huge raggle-taggle army and wag-
ons full of women and children ar-
rived on the scene, the end came
swiftly. Although they were outnum-
bered 20 to one the awesome line of
legionnaires penetrated the massed
Britons at the same instant Seutoni-
us' calvary hit Boudicca's army's
flanks. Some authorities say that
80,000 Britons died in that battle
which killed only 400 Romans. Seu-
tonius' victory was a lasting one.

matically, for it appears that despite
all the urban aid programs and build-
ing projects, a commercial revival did
not take place. London henceforth be-
came a formal city with major public
buildings, monuments and town
houses, and an “official” administra-
tive function.

In the 1974-75 excavations at
Blackfriars a rare find ofa large group
of sculptured stones gave a vivid
glimpse of London in the Third Centu-
ry. These stones came from several
public monuments, including a monu-
mental arch, a screen ofgods and tem-
ples dedicated to Isis and Jupiter, all
probably from the southwest quarter
which may have served as an area for
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religious and entertainment purposes.
Although these stones cannot be close-
ly dated on stylistic grounds, their
broad dating to late Second or early
Third Century allows them to be at-
tributed to Severus' reign.

Elsewhere within the wall Roman
buildings of the Third and Fourth
Centuries have rarely been dis-
covered. Consequently, the Walbrook
Mithraeum of the Third Century
found in 1954 is of outstanding impor-
tance to the present concept of a for-
mal “official” capital city, as are the
significantly large number of centrally
situated polychrome mosaics. These
mosaics still require closer dating but
they must have belonged to wealthy
house-owners who may have been
either merchants or senior government
administrators. The archaeological
deposits immediately above most of
the mosaics consist of a deep layer of
featureless “dark earth” up to more
than three feet thick which in many
cases is the only evidence of late Ro-
man London. At Milk Street the dark
earth came on top ofthe last surviving
Roman levels which were of the Sec-
ond Century. Here the dark earth ap-
peared to be a single deposit contain-
ing mainly late Roman material, very
abraded throughout and with occa-
sional Saxon material. Chemical tests
surprisingly did not suggest an agricul-
tural use, although it would be hard to
imagine any other purpose. The dark
coloring comes from carbon which
suggests agricultural practices such as
burning stubble but this speculation
has to await more controlled excava-
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tion and scientific research.

London is not alone in having this
strange deposit; many other towns with
Roman ancestry have it and therefore
may have shared a common fate. In
London such a widespread deposit
within the walls suggests the popula-
tion contracted in the late Roman pe-
riod. The people, some scholars are
beginning to believe, lived in squalid
and less hygienic surroundings than is
typical of the Roman manner. These
living conditions were more character-
istic of the Middle Ages and Saxon
times.

The preservation of London’s walls
in the Fourth Century and the addition
ofbastions and a river wall built about
A.D. 400 show that important town
areas and functions were still worth
defending against increasing Saxon
raiding. In A.D. 396. 14 years before
the “official” end of Roman Britain in
A.D. 410, Stilicho ordered an expedi-
tion to sail to Britain to restore its de-
fenses. In 1977 a massive section of
wall dated to the 390’s was found at
the Tower of London. This section
could be the work of Stilicho, so it is
one of the latest structures in Roman
Britain.

It is difficult to say exactly when
Roman-style occupation came to an
end in London, but the decay and col-
lapse of town services must have been
well advanced by the middle of the
Fifth Century. The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle claims that at this time,
about A.D. 457, the British fled from
the Saxons and sought the protection
of the Roman walls at London.



THE PHANTOM SHIP
KOBENHAVN

The largest sailing ship in the world disappeared in 1928

but her specter continues to ply an eternal voyage.

By Raymond Lamont Brown

N JULY 14, 1930, the Argentine-
O registered trading vessel Maria

ship, canvas fully seton her five masts.
Strangely enough, however, the sails

en route for Concepcion, Chilgid not seem to be filled with the gale

encountered a fierce Pacific gale and
her captain, Francisco Morales, or-
dered all hands on deck. The men
worked furiously for about 20 minutes
lashing down hatches and equipment;
then, while at their stations, the crew
saw the phantom ship.

The wraith appeared off the port
bow and remained clearly visible for
about a minute. Less than a mile away
the phantom vessel could be seen
scudding before 'the wind. Incredu-
lously the crew watched the enormous

that was lashing the Maria. Yet most of
the crew and the captain saw the vessel
and later described it clearly. Her
black hull was distinctly visible, often
illuminated by the storm's lightning
flashes — which, one sailor affirmed,
seemed to run the full length of her
southwest-heading bows.

For about five minutes the crewmen
watched. The sea still raged and light-
ning flashed but now it illuminated
only empty waves.

Captain Morales was anxious to
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document the peculiar experience
completely. In any event the Chilean
coast guard would want a report of any
ship in distress. Apart from seeing a
huge ship completely disappear before
his eyes, the captain was puzzled by
the presence ofa five-master in the Pa-
cific. A shipping buffhimself, Captain
Morales was sure that no five-master
was sailing with any fleet in the world
at that time!

The story of the phantom ship was
brought from South America by an ac-
quaintance of Count Louis Hamon,
the world-famous palmist and seer
who died in October 1936. The ghost-
hunting Hamon (who wrote under the
name of “Cheiro””) might have in-
cluded it in his new edition of True
Ghost Stories which was being reissued
by the Psychic Book Club except that
he had too much material already.
Cheiro noted the story in his work-
book with the comment that the only
five-master the South American cap-
tain (Morales) could relate it to was
the Kobenhavn. The ghost story was
first given a public airing by Warren
Armstrong in Sea Phantoms (Odhams,
1956).

Kobenhavn was logged by Lloyd's
of London as a steel-hulled, five-
masted auxiliary barkentine. She had
been registered at Copenhagen, Den-
mark, with the signal letters NDBV.
Her tonnage was 3901 gross, 3329
tons net and she had been built at
Leith, Scotland, in 1921 by the
builders Ramage and Ferguson, Ltd.
Some 368.9 feet long, with a breadth
of 49.3 feet and a depth of 26.9 feet,
Kobenhavn had a normal horsepower
of 139 and was powered by oil en-
gines. She was owned by the Ostasiat-

FATE

iske Kampagni (East Asiatic Company
of Copenhagen) and her master in
1928 was Capt. H. F. Anderson.

Kobenhavn was the largest sailing
ship in the world and was used exclu-
sively for the training of officers for
the Danish navy. For several years,
with a crew of 15 and 45 cadets, she
had gracefully cut the waves between
Great Britain and Thailand, Australia
and Chile.

On December 14, 1928, in ballast,
Kobenhavn set out from Buenos Aires
with a full complement, bound for
Australia, by way ofthe Cape of Good
Hope. Radio stations were accustomed
to the paucity of information received
from stolid Captain Anderson’s Ko-
benhavn. Although fully equipped
with up-to-date high-powered radio
equipment, Kobenhavn sent few mes-
sages. On December 22, 1928, how-
ever, she signaled her position some
900 miles off Tristan da Cunha, the
British island possession midway be-
tween South Africa and South Amer-
ica. The message confirmed that all
was well aboard the Kobenhavn and
the company was looking forward to
spending Christmas off the Cape of
Good Hope. That was her last word.
The Kobenhavn did not contact her
next reporting stations, Crozet Island
and Amsterdam Island.

On March 22, 1929, Reuters passed
this message: “More than 100 days
since last news of Kobenhavn . . . left
Argentine for Australia with 75 [sic]
on board ... much uneasiness felt as to
fate of vessel . . . equipped with wire-
less and auxiliary engines.”

But back in Denmark there was lit-
tle real worry over the fate ofthe Ko-
benhavn. The ship had been silent be-
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fore. Her owners noted that the vessel
had once remained at sea for 80 days
without giving any clue to its location.
As the year 1929 wore on, however,
with no message from the ship, apathy
turned to concern in Denmark.

No distress signals were received
from Kobenhavn but, her call sign
NDBV was repeatedly broadcast.
There was no reply. At length the di-
rectors of Ostasiatiske Kampagni au-
thorized an investigation and the ship
Mexico was sent to Tristan da Cunha
which is known as the remotest inhab-
ited island in the world.

Tristan da Cunha was discovered in
March 1506 by the Portuguese ad-
miral Tristao da Cunha. It was an-
nexed by the British on August 14,
1816, and a military force was sta-
tioned there while Napoleon was im-
prisoned on St. Helena, which is 1320
miles away and the nearest inhabited
land. Tristan's population in the
1930's numbered fewer than 200,
many of whom were fishermen. Had
any of them seen the Kobenhavn?

The records of the Ostasiatiske
Kampagni show that one fisherman
testified that he had seen a large sail-
ing ship and others corroborated his
story. The fisherman and his mates
were not sure that the ship had five
masts but all remembered that its fore-
mast was broken. The ship neither
flew a distress signal nor made any at-
tempt to communicate with the fisher-
men and eventually she was seen to
sail away from Tristan.

“But,” said the fishermen, “it is a
confusing time at sea around Tristan.”

What did that mean? There is an old
Tristan story that on the anniversary of
Admiral da Cunha’s arriving at the is-
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land the god of the volcano demanded
a ship as a sacrifice. Any ship near
Tristan during the month of March
stood a chance of being destroyed and
transformed into a phantom ship. The
investigators logged the folklore with-
out comment — although the Koben-
havn officially disappeared in the
month of March. No wreckage that
might have been from the Kobenhavn
was ever found on Tristan or on St.
Helena.

Mexico conducted a 10-day search
ofthe sea from Tristan to Cape Town
and found nothing that had any bear-
ing on the Kobenhavn's disappearance.
On September 11, 1929, the Danish
newspapers Kristeligt Dagblad, Ber-
lingske Aftenavis and Bonsen (Den-
mark’s commercial and shipping
daily) carried an official report that
the Kobenhavn was deemed lost at sea
in a storm.

Maritime news gatherers had almost
completely forgotten the Kobenhavn
when fishermen off the coast of Chile
began to report seeing a phantom five-
masted sailing ship. A month after
Maria's sighting, another coaster, a
Chilean, reported seeing a vessel an-
swering to Kobenhavn's description,
this time off Easter Island in the
Pacific.

Three weeks later, in September
1930, passengers on board a small
liner bound for Panama reported see-
ing a phantom five-master off the Pe-
ruvian coast. Each person who
claimed to have seen the vessel was
carefully interrogated; all accounts
agreed.

While the Ostasiatiske Kampagni
was investigating these sightings, some
wreckage was picked up off the west
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coast of Australia and one fragment
bore the lettering "Kobenhavn.”

During the summer of 1937, aboard
the oceangoing yacht Mariposa Junior,
Hiram C. Thomsen, a shipping agent
for a San Francisco company with of-
fices in Panama, was sailing with his
family off Guayaquil, Ecuador. The
morning was stormy but clear. About
10:30 A. M. Thornsen’s wife brought
him a mug of coffee and stood with
him near the tiller as he drank it. To-
gether they watched a black-hulled
sailing ship approach from the direc-
tion of the busy Australia-Panama
shipping lane. They both counted the
ship's five masts and six spreads of sail
per mast and both noted that the fore-
mast appeared to be broken just below
the peak halyard.

Thomsen altered course to avoid
the ship’s path and took up a parallel
course in the opposite direction. As
the two ships passed, the Thomsens
saw not a soul aboard the other vessel.
They could not make out the mystery
ship’s name except for the letters “K-
BE—VN.” On the spanker atthe stern
hung a tattered red and white flag.

Perplexed by the lack of life aboard
the other ship and anxious lest the
broken foremast indicated a disaster
that could have left the ship sailing
masterless, Thornsen took note of the
ship's position and remarked that
there did not seem to be wind in the
sails, despite the blowy morning. As a
long shot he attempted to photograph
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the strange vessel; he took three expo-
sures. On having his film developed
Thomsen was even more perplexed to
see that his three prints showed only
empty sea!

Other scraps of knowledge of Ko-
benhavn's fate include a note in
Lloyd's of London’s file: “In 1961 a
piece oftimber, possibly from the Ko-
benhavn, was found in the Solomon Is-
lands.”

And in the book Dictionary of Di-
sasters at Sea by Charles Hocking the
entry for Kobenhavn reads: “The re-
mains of a lifeboat and skeletons were
found half buried in the sand on the
S.W. African coast in 1935, and it is
thought that these may have belonged
to the Kobenhavn."

In his book Sea Phantoms Warren
Armstrong reported that sometime in
December 1938, a trawler (which he
did not name) brought into Cape
Town a bottle which had been dredged
up in the fishnets some 40 miles south-
east of Cape Town. Inside the bottle
was a scrap of paper bearing a message
written in very bad English. Most of
the water-stained message was illegi-
ble but a position of 47° 37" south and
02° 14’ east could be made out and the
words “easterly wind ... icebergs ...
surrounded ... Kobenhavn.”

The position mentioned in the note
is about 625 miles southeast of Tristan
da Cunha. Yet the spectral ship con-
tinued to ply her eternal voyage hun-
dreds of miles away from there.

SEVEN-UP
EVEN horses ran in the seventh race at Arlington Park racetrack in Illinois,
S on the seventh day ofthe seventh month in 1979. Horse No. 7 won. — W. R.

Anderson.
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COLD AS MARBLE of bed and ran down the hall to the
By Lillian Parks other girls’ bedroom. A few minutes
N THE late 1890’s my mother Har- later Margaret came running into the
riet Bristol was 12 years old and room. Allof the girls were awake now
living in a drafty old farmhouse nearand listened as Margaret told of their
Wysox, Pa. She was one ofseven chil- cold bed partner. They had little sleep
dren and she shared a bedroom with for the rest of the night but after a few
her 14-year-old sister Margaret. One days the incident was forgotten —
warm night in June 1897 the family until seven months later.
climbed the stairs to their respective In December 1897, the girls’ Aunt
bedrooms, donned their nightclothes, Glenda Brantley was widowed. Ed, her
blew out the lamps and settled down husband of 20 years, died of pneu-
for the night. Mother dozed off for a monia. Aunt Glenda was childless and
short time, then suddenly came wide- after Ed's death she lived alone in their
awake and aware of some one lying be-
tween her and Margaret. At first she
thought another sister had come to
share their bed but the form seemed to
be cold as marble and rigid.
Cautiously she reached out to touch
the hand ofthe figure next to her. On
the fingers she felt rings set with
chunky stones. Moving her hand up-
ward she found two bracelets encir-
cling a cold wrist and she felt the silky
texture of long flowing hair.
Choking back screams she slid out Lillian Parks
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small farmhouse — always wearing the
heavy rings she loved.

In January 1898 she developed a se-
vere cold and all the family was con-
cemned about her. After a fierce bliz-
zard which left several inches of snow
on the ground. Mother’s father and
brothers shoveled their way to Aunt
Glenda's house to check on her. They
saw that she had not been out of the
house or near the stack of firewood.
No tracks marred the snow. Entering
the house they found the stove stone-
cold and ice in the water pail. Aunt
Glenda had let down her long black
hair and had lain down fully clothed,
either to rest awhile or because she
was feeling ill, and she had frozen to
death.

Seven months earlier, the harsh cold
shock of the death of her favorite aunt
had somehow been forecast by the
cold-as-marble figure in Mother’s bed.
— Wister. Okla.

JULIE FELL IN

By Carren Strock
HE SUMMER of 1951 when |
was eight years old we went to
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Wagner had tucked my brother, my
sister and me in for the night and was
putting on her woolen sweater to join
the other women on the porch for
some conversation.

All of a sudden we heard screaming.
“Help! Baby! Water! Help, help!”

Everyone, including us children, ran
toward the sounds of the screams
which were coming from the pool
area. I'll never forget seeing my moth-
er tear off her sweater and her slacks
as she ran toward the pool. By the time
we reached the pool everyone else was
there too. Our bungalow was the far-
thest away. Ten or 12 women were
milling around in the shallow end of
the pool. Some others had jumped in at
deeper spots. It was a very large pool.
It was almost dark and the water, not
very clear in daylight, looked black
and uninviting.

My brother, sister and | stood with
the other children. Twenty-five of us,
of all ages and sizes, huddled together.
Some were in pajamas, some were still
dressed and others were in all stages of
undress. Most of us were crying, upset
by the screaming of the adults.

the Chain Lake Bungalow Colony out- My mother, who was always very

side Poughkeepsie, N.Y. We lived in
New York City so my father and moth-
er thought it was important that, for a
few weeks every year, we stay some-
place where there was grass, trees and
a place to swim. This meant that Fa-
ther had to stay in the city and we saw
him only on weekends. But all of the
other families at the Bungalow Colony
lived under the same arrangements so
that during the week the only man at
the colony with all the women and
children was the man who owned it.
One evening my mother Bobbe

gentle, ran up to the group of children.
She reached out and grabbed a little
boy. He was crying like the rest. She
shook him and then slapped him.
When he stopped crying all she said
was, “Where?"

He ran to the center rear ofthe pool
and pointed. It was like watching a si-
lent movie. Mother dived in and it
seemed that she was gone for a long
time. She is not a terrific swimmer.
She came up and went right back
down.

Someone must have called an ambu-
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lance because we heard sirens and
then Mother surfaced with a child in
her arms. A doctor appeared and
worked over the child right there. The
doctor said that another minute would
have made the difference between life
and death.
Later that night as my brother, sister
and | lay in bed we heard the women
talking over coffee in our kitchen.
They had learned that Michael, five
years old, and Julie, four, had gone
alone to the pool. The gate was un-
locked. They went in and were reach- William C. Murphy
ing for water toys when Julie fell in.
Michael ran and told another child
what had happened. The other child “sort of a character.” He had been
ran to tell his mother. There was no  badly gassed during the war and now
way Mother could have known who claimed to be clairvoyant; he “told for-
was directly involved but out of 25 tunes.”

children she picked the only little boy | went to see Fred who lived with
who knew where Julie had gone into  30-odd cats in a rundown house. | was
the water. a little appalled at the condition and

"How did you know?” the women smell of his home and ! admit | drank
persisted. his tea with some trepidation. How-

“I had a premonition,” was Moth-  ever, he told me many things that day
er’s only answer. that later proved true — for example,

Years later when | brought up the that | would become a navy pilot and
subject again Mother's answerwas still  would serve in Japan. He also men-

the same. — East Amherst, N.Y. tioned the initials FAA as troublesome
for me in the future. The Federal

SORT OF A CHARACTER Aviation Administration wasn't even

By William C. Murphy in existence then but I've had my share

N THE summer of 1941 | left my of problems with FAA since its incep-
home in Jacksonville Beach. Fla., tion.

and went to Canada to join the Royal However, what looms largest in my
Canadian Air Force. While waiting for ~ mind concerns what he said about my
the results of my physical and process- father's lost watch. My dad Howard
ing, | went to Bath, Ontario, to visit Murphy had died New Years Eve
my friends Mark and Marion Trum- 1940 after being bedridden for many
pour who had a summer home there. months. In getting his effects together

During my visit they happened to we were unable to find his prized re-
mention a local World War | veteran tirement watch.
named Freddie Cross. They called him Fred told me (I can quote him al-
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most word for word), “There is some-
thing of value that belonged to your
father who died recently. Go back to
your home and look in the closet in the
room where your father died. On the
top shelf, stuck way back in the corner,
you will find what you are looking
for.”

I didn't go home but I did write to
my mother Matilda and today 1 still
have the watch she found in the upper-
most comer of the closet in the room
where my father died. — Middlebury.
Vit.

BOOKSTORE THAT WAS
By Shirley Lawrence
CROSS the street from Para-
mount Studios' gate on Mara-

thon Avenue in Hollywood stands a

building that houses a corner restau-
rant and several stores used for offices.
As often as | had walked past there
while working for Paramount, | had
never seen the bookstore | entered one
day about 20 years ago.

Mysteriously drawn there | viv-
idly remember walking down a few
steps and ambling over to the book-
cases where | saw the sign "Meta-
physical Books." Not looking for any-
thing in particular, | browsed awhile
and then started to walk out.

“Are you looking for something?"
the woman at the desk called out. ““1
think 1 have something in the back
that you will like. Please wait just a
minute.”

She disappeared through a door be-
hind her desk and soon returned with
an old, thick, faded green book. Hand-
ing it to me she said, “I know you will
like this book."

“Why, thank you,”. 1 responded.
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“What do 1 owe you for it?”
“Nothing," she said, “for | want you
to have it. | know you will appreciate
it.”
As | left | wondered how a complete
stranger could know such a thing —
but | could hardly wait to start that

Shirley Lawrence

mysterious book. It was Ardath (the
story of a dead self) by Marie Corelli
and it absolutely fascinated me. | de-
termined to read every book | could
find by that authoress.

The next time | worked at Para-
mount | looked forward to revisiting
the bookstore and thanking the woman
who had given me the book. But look
as 1 might | could find no bookstore.
There was none in that block!

| inquired of other businesses in the
area but no one recalled a bookstore
ever being there — but it could not
have been my imagination, for | still
have the book!

Since that time | have acquired nine
more of Marie Corelli's books but nev-
er have | seen another copy of Ardath
among used books.

Is there a twilight zone? Ifso, | was
there. — Canoga Park, Calif.
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GHOST DOG
By Mary E. Roberts

WHATEVER it was that

frightened Pierre the French
poodle that summer night in 1971 also
frightened me. At first | was more puz-
zled than frightened, wondering if the
twilight intruder could possibly be a
huge dog.

During the afternoon we'd had a
hard rain but with sundown the clouds
cleared away and the sky showed blue.
1 took charge of the house and Piefre
whenever my daughter Dorothea Win-
berg was away. This included seeing
that Pierre was properly fed and was
allowed plenty of exercise in the spa-
cious rear yard.

The evenings of those late spring
days were wonderful. I'd sit on the
patio and watch twilight turn into
darkness while Pierre roamed the yard
to his heart’s content. This particular
evening twilight was deepening but no
patio lights had been turned on. Final-
ly Pierre settled down for a nap on the
concrete walk; | felt comfortable and
relaxed.

Then all ofa sudden Pierre leaped to
his feet. | must have seen it the instant
he did. | expected him to be so angry
he’'d growl and bark but he didn't utter
a sound; however. 1 knew he was alert
for any movement the huge dog made,
a dog fully the size of a Shetland pony.

I wondered what family in town
owned such a dog and how he had
managed to get over the tight high
board fence. Itwas a dog, all right, not
quite turned our way but watching us
as we watched him.

Pierre moved close to me as if want-
ing to be a protection. | put my hand
on his head and discovered he was
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trembling violently. He was more than
upset over the dog's appearance, he
was frightened. I'd never seen him like
this before. | decided to ease along to-
ward the door and keep Pierre close to
me. Once inside we would be safe from
any attack by this strange-looking dog.

I didn’t take my eyes off the strange
intruder and now something happened
that made my heart thump madly
against my chest. | was looking right
through the dog and could see the pool
beyond! The huge animal had become
grey and thin, like a huge paper cut-
out, suspended between the patio and
the pool. The next moment it was
gone!

I hadn't seen it move. All 1 can say
is: it was there and then it wasn't.

| didn't know what moment it would
show up again so the house was still
our protection. Pierre’s teeth clamped
down on the cane across my lap, pulled
it close to my hand. He often did this
when he thought we had been out long
enough and should go indoors. |
backed into the living room, my hand
still on Pierre's collar. Not for an in-
stant did | take my eyes away from the
spot where the dog had been. | saw
that every door was locked, drew the
drapes and turned on the lights, in-
cluding those outside at the front and
rear. Why | felt safer after that | don’t
know. Any animal that could make it-
self paper thin and disappear could
surely walk through a closed door.

1 did not sleep well that night. | kept
thinking | heard sounds and would get
up to pull aside a drape to look out.
The next morning right after breakfast
1 examined the gates and fence care-
fully. All along inside the fence the
ground was bare of grass and still soft
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from the hard rain. The only paw
prints were Pierre’s; none were larger.
If that huge animal had been able to
leap the fence there would be a smid-
gen of mud or a trace ofdirt to prove
it.

On my way to market | stopped and
talked with the vet. He named several
families who owned large dogs but |
had seen them time and again. He lis-
tened to my story, shook his head and
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smiled. |
would.

I never saw the ghost dog again, al-
though | was always on the alert for it.
1 never again sat outside in the twilight
and | kept plenty of lights burning so |
could see around the yard. The coming
ofdarkness found me inside. Whatever
it was, surely it was supernatural; |
hope I'll never see it again or anything
similar. — Phoenix, Ariz.

had rather expected he

---r----MY PROOF O F=

SURVIVAL

FATE will pay $10.00 for each true experience published. Stories should be less than 300
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Editor, FATE Magazine, 500 Hyacinth P1, Highland Park, DI 60035. They must be signed by
the author and address must be shown Manuscripts will not be returned unless accompa-

nied by stamped self-addressed envelope

PARAKEET’S RETURN
By Wanda M. Smith
Y SISTER Virginia Neighbors
and her family bought a
chartreuse-colored parakeet in
and named him Vicky. They all were
gone most of every day and came to
feel Vicky didn't get the care he should
have and so two years later, in 1959,
they gave him to our mother Martha
Smith and me.
He was quite a pet already and be-
came more so after he came to live
with us.

I think it was in 1965 we moved into
an apartment with an upstairs. Vicky
had never known an upstairs but after
we showed him around he often went

19§¥stairs to sit on a wooden clothes
rack we kept up there. He would spend
part ofeach day there playing and rest-
ing. Sometimes after he had been up
there awhile we would call for him to
come down. When he refused to come
we would be very quiet for a time and
then he’'d soon come to see if we were
still there.

The year before he died he took to
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coming to me where | lay on the couch
watching television and he would sit
on my leg to play. At times it almost
seemed he was watching TV. When he
got tired ofthat he would come up and
sit on my chest where he would rest
and nap for almost an hour. This be-
came a nightly habit. Each day when
Mother and | started to cook our din-
ner, usually late in the afternoon,
Vicky would fly up on our metal
cabinet and start hollering for us to
hurry; he loved to eat mashed potatoes
whenever we had them.

Vicky died in June 1968 when he
was about 11 '/ years old.

A couple of days after his death |
was alone in the apartment and had
gone to bed on the couch that night. At
about 2:00 A.M. | heard a bird chirp-
ing. 1 tried to go back to sleep as |
knew we no longer had a bird. But
each time | started to doze off I'd hear
this bird chirp louder. | knew then it
had to be Vicky. | talked to him men-
tally but it was not until 5:45 A.M. that
he left.

Another time Mother thought she
saw his shadow dart past her chair.

I still hear him once in a while but
not often and he doesn’t stay long. —
Evansville. Ind.

CLOCK STOPPED SHORT
By Jacqueline Roberts
46/""1'MON, Honey, let's go buy your
\__Z birthday present,” Mom said.
It was March 1973 and my mother
Elma Zepnikowski was visiting me
from Hampton, Va., where she lived
with my stepfather. She had been
treated for cancer a few months earlier
and the disease seemed to be arrested.
I had no reason at that time to believe

Jacqueline Roberts

that she would be dead in less than a
year.

“I have been thinking about a clock
for your living room. Is there any par-
ticular kind that you'd like?” she con-
tinued.

“I think I'd like a cuckoo clock,” |
replied.

She bought one for me that day and
we had a lot of fun waiting for the cuc-
koo to call the hours and the half
hours. It must have been perfectly bal-
anced when it was hung because it
kept perfect time and never stopped
except when it ran down.

The following January 1974 | got
word that Mom was very ill. She died a
few days later on Wednesday, January
23,1974.

It was a sad time returning to our
own home from the funeral which was
on Saturday, January 26. Each time |
looked at my little cuckoo clock it re-
minded me of the time Mom was with
me and how special she had made my
birthday.

Several days later, on Tuesday, | no-
ticed the clock had stopped. | had
wound it that morning and now it was
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stopped at 3:35 P.M. | immediately
realized this was the time of Mother's
death. But thinking it was only a coin-
cidence 1 started the pendulum swing-
ing again. But the clock stopped again
at the same hour on the following day.
Again 1 started the pendulum. When it
stopped at 3:35 P.M. on the third day
for the third time | had to believe my
mother was trying to let me know she
lived on beyond death.

1 said aloud. *“I understand what you
are trying to tell me. Mom. Thank you
for letting me know."

1 then restarted the clock and it has
run perfectly ever-since. — Greenville.
SC.

THE TUNNEL
By Lenore O. Mummy
Y EYES opened on what could
have been an antechamber to
hell. The shadowy gloom of the
rectangular room was accentuated
rather than relieved by the dull glow
from a few dim lights along its walls.
The close air was troubled with sounds
of labored breathing, some rasping,
some soft and shallow as a sigh. The
sounds drifted up from the motionless
figures, shrouded to the chin in white
sheets, who lay in four-sided beds like
oversized cribs, along the walls of this
room.

Only | was awake. Or so | thought
until | glimpsed, in a far corner, a
woman spotlighted in the round glow
of a student lamp. She wore a nurse's
uniform and was writing in a book
propped on the table before her.

| remembered then that | was in
Roosevelt Hospital in New York City
and realized | must be in the intensive
care unit.’"My second throat operation
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in two days was over — a tracheotomy
had been followed within a day by the
semithyroidectomy to remove half my
thyroid gland.

| felt thirsty. Lifting a hand to at-
tract the nurse's attention. 1 opened
my mouth to call her. No sound came!
I had no voice! What 1 feared most had
happened!

For months I'd put off having the
tumor in my thyroid gland removed
while 1 hunted for the best thoracic
surgeon in New York. Finally, when in
April 1958 | chose Dr. Daniel C. |
asked him only one question: "Is there
any danger to my voice?’

His “no" had been emphatic.

The operation had been a success.
My voice was fine. The tumor was be-
nign.

But the next day | woke up choking
and gasping for air. A tracheotomy

longs hastily performed (a slit in the

throat through the upper wall of the
trachea or windpipe into which one
end of a short tube is inserted to help
the patient breathe).

Now waking up from that second
operation. | discovered that this time
my voice was gone. In such a night of
the soul as | had never before experi-
enced, | faced the fact that | didn't
want to live so maimed. My hand
dropped. My eyes closed.

1 was in a tunnel, whether alone or
not | couldn't tell. The blackness
around me was impenetrable. The tun-
nel seemed to have neither beginning
nor end. | wasn't conscious of moving
but I must have been for suddenly, far
ahead, the end of the tunnel came into
view. Beyond it shone a light, a whiter
more luminous light than any | had
ever seen. | struggled to reach it.
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Instead my eyes opened on a hospi-
tal room. Dr. C. was standing at one
side of my bed, his associate surgeon
at the other. Seeing my eyes open, Dr.

C. leaned down and spoke urgently,

“You're going to be all right. You’'ll be
all right!"

| tried to answer but | had no voice.
Again a wave of despair engulfed me. |
shook my head and my lips formed the
words | couldn't speak, “My voice?
My voice?”

Reading the message he insisted,
“You're going to be all right. Trust me.
In a few days you will speak again.”

And so | did.

In the more than 20 years which
have passed since that night in inten-
sive care | have never forgotten my
strangely vivid experience in the tun-
nel. But 1 never spoke of it, not even to
my nurse when a few days later she de-
scribed the hectic activity around my
bed that night after a container of
blood suspended beside it to transfuse
me suddenly crashed to the floor. |
locked away the memory, telling my-
self I'd been asleep and the tunnel was
a dream. But | never really believed
that.

Then quite recently, in a dentist's
waiting room, | picked up a magazine
at random and found in it areporton a
research project on people who had
died briefly or believed they had. To
my astonishment almost every one of
them reported having been in a long
black tunnel at the end of which shone
the whitest, most luminous light they
had ever seen.

Learning that other people, too, had
experienced that tunnel unlocked the
old memory and, for me at least, re-
solved it.
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I don't believe those people had died
or that | did. | believe only that we
stood on the dark threshold of death —
and something bright and beautiful
waited beyond it. — Seminole, Fla.

THE CHOICE
By Rajahia Newton
IN MY 15th year | was ill with
pneumonia. For nine days | lay at
death's door, much of the time in a
coma, moaning because breathing was
so painful. Our physician. Dr. Henry
Sears, made daily visits to our farm
outside Binghamton. N.Y., and as-
sured my mother Betsey Davis that he
had done everything he could.

One night, while my mother kept
watch at my bedside, | was suddenly
free of pain and fever. | found myself
with my 13-year-old cousin Almon
Heath who also had been very ill. To-
gether we walked up a trail which
ended at a wall with gates. We peered
through the gates at the most beautiful
place imaginable. Artistic buildings
glistened in the sun, surrounded by
trees and flowers, and crystal waters
spouted from sparkling fountains.
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‘A man wearing a flowing white robe
appeared and opened the gates. He ad-
mitted my cousin but told me | must go
back to my family. | watched sadly as
they walked away.

The next day my fever had broken
and the doctor said 1 would recover.
Mother told him that she had feared |
was gone the night before when for a
time she had been unable to detect any
breathing or to evoke a response from
me. She said | had been murmuring
Almon’s name when | awoke.

When | was well enough to bear the
news. 1 was told that my cousin had
died January 1, 1921. the night | was
so ill — the night we went together to
the gates. — Roy, Utah.

THE PERFUME OF PAULINE
By Violet V. Moore
RECEIVED a letter from my sis-
ter Pauline Thompson in April
1971 saying that she had to have sur-

gery. During her yearly physical
checkup, her doctor had discovered a
malignancy. She came through the sur-
gery okay — but the cancer had gone

too far and in March 1972 she died.
From the time Pauline was in her
teens she loved fine perfumes and al-
ways asked for these for birthdays and
Christmas. When Prince Matchabelli's
"Stradivari" came out she liked it so
much that she never wanted or used
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anything else. She always had the aura
of Stradivari around her.

On my birthday. April 15, a few
weeks after her death | first had the
dream that she came back to me. | was
getting drowsy and had put down my
book when the room was suddenly
filled with Pauline’s perfume. | had
been thinking of her all day; it was the
first time we had not been together on
my birthday. | thought ! must have
imagined the perfume but when | went
to sleep | had a vivid dream. Pauline
and | were sitting together in my living
room, talking about children and
grandchildren and laughing about
things that had happened in the past.
Suddenly Pauline stood up and said. "'l
have to go now, dear, but | will be
back.” And she has come back every
few months for the past nine years.
Each time, before the dream starts, the
room is filled with her perfume. — San
Jose. Calif.

3

NEW NEWS OF NEPTUNE
LTHOUGH the planet Neptune was not discovered until 1846. it ap-
parently was first seen 234 years earlier by Italian astronomer Galileo,

according to the National Science

Foundation. The research of Charles T.

Kowal, California Institute of Technology, and Stillman Drake. University of
Toronto, indicates Galileo used his newly developed telescope to spot Neptune
twice in 161? and 1613. He recorded the target of his observations as a star, not

a planet, however.
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GAMES

CALLING COLORS

With an ordinary deck of cards you can play a new parlor game

and use it to whet your psychic abilities.

Bv Frederick R. Korf

HE RED-BLACK clairvoyance
game can be played as solitaire

ceeds to mark his choice alongside the
first number on the list. (It is probably

or with two or more players. Eachise, although not essential, to avoid

player keeps his own score and at the
conclusion of the game, comparison
with the table below will determine
whether the score is significantly bet-
ter than pure chance allows.

After shuffling a deck of ordinary
playing cards, count out the top 20
cards and set aside the rest ofthe deck.
This insures that any number of red or
black cards may be among the 20. The
guesser therefore need not feel he
ought “logically” to balance out black
and red guesses. It is ESP, not logic,
which is being tested.

Each player has a list of numbers
from one to 20 before him. One play-
er, the “dealer,” deals the first card
face down in the center of the table.
Each player, including the dealer,
concentrates on receiving a clairvoy-
ant image of “red" or “black” and pro-
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looking at your neighbor’s list, be-
cause it cannot help you and it can dis-
rupt your concentration.)

When each player has made his
choice for the first card, the second
one is dealt face down, responses are
recorded and the game continues
through the entire set of 20 cards.

Turn over the pile of cards and
check each player's list for correct
choices. Each player should keep a
score sheet because the results of sev-
eral games may demonstrate ESP even
if no single game shows significant
ESP. If a player has 15 or more cor-
rect responses on any one run of 20
cards he can be 95 percent sure that
his performance is not due to luck.

Now reshuffle the entire deck and
run through a different 20 cards one or
more times, adding each player’s cor-
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rect responses to his earlier total.
The highest scorer wins, of course,
but the real prize for clairvoyance

goes to the one who meets or exceeds
the number of correct responses shown
in this table:

Number of
20-card runs
1

Bomuoabwn

Minimum number correct
to be 95 percent confident
that results are above chance

26
37
48
59

COUNTRY MUSIC STAR COUNTS ON PSYCHIC
By Jim Miles

COUNTRY music singer Razzy

Bailey has been patiently climb-
ing the entertainment ladder for years
and a large part of his success is due to
Florida psychic June Maloney who
can tell Bailey if a song will be a hit
even before he records it.

In the past several years he has had
seven top 10 country hits and Mrs.
Maloney has made numerous correct
predictions about his career. She told
Bailey that he would find an agent in
Dallas (he did), that he would write a
No. | song (9.999.999 Tears sung by
another performer), and that, he would
sign a contract with RCA Records and
while his first record for that firm
would not be a hit, the second would
(all true).

Razzy first contacted the psychic
about four years ago at his mother's
urging.

was skeptical,” Bailey admitted.
“She began telling me all about my-
self. She said | was a writer of some
sort and told me all about my life. |
said, ‘M1 you know all this | better talk
toyou.' "

While Maloney's predictions are us-
ually accurate, she is sometimes a lit-
tle Off on the timing.

“She'll say something will happen in
the spring or fall,” Bailey said. “It will
happen but six months later than she
said it would."

She also helped Razzy become
conscious of his own psychic ability.

“At times I've made mistakes when
| had a gut feeling not to do some-
thing. She told me 1 get that feeling be-
cause I'm a little psychic myself. Since
she told me that 1 won't do anything
my gut feeling tells me not to. It's
helped me. I guess everyone has these
qut feelings but hers must be more de-
veloped.”

Topping his recent string of hits was
a 1980 nomination by the Academy of
Country Music for "top new male vo-
calist.”

"I want to go to the top." Bailey
said. * want to stay in music and be as
big as Kenny Rogers. 1 want to be No.
1 while he’s No. 2.”

Can his psychic help him attain that
goal?



They call themselves the Committee for the Scientific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranormal. In fact, they are a group
of would-be debunkers who bungled their major investigation,
falsified the results, covered up their errors

and gave the boot to a colleague who threatened to tell the truth.

By Dennis Rawlins



TTVER SINCE it came into being the Committee for the Scientific Investigation
« * of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP) has proudly proclaimed itself the
scourge of the “new nonsense”: astrology. ESP. UFOs and other phenomena of
which it does not approve. Its pronouncements on these and other subjects have re-
ceived widespread attention and uncritical acceptance in the news media.

Critics such as Fate, professional parapsychologists and moderate skeptics like
former CSICOP cochairman Prof. Marcello Truzzi. sociologist at Eastern Michigan
University, have questioned the Committee's commitment to objective, scientific in-
vestigation of paranormal claims and have accused some CSICOP spokesmen of
misrepresenting issues and evidence. But such dissenting views were little noticed
by media writers eager to headline sensational — although frequently unsupported
— debunking claims.

The story thatfollows, written by a man who is himselfskeptical ofthe paranor-
mal. confirms what critics of CSICOP have long suspected: that the organization is
committed to perpetuating a position, not to determining the truth. — The Editors.

USED to believe it was simply a
figment of the National Enquirer's
weekly imagination that the Science

Establishment would cover up evi-
dence for the occult. But that was in
the era B.C. — Before the Committee.
| refer to the "Committee for the Sci-
entific Investigation of Claims of the
Paranormal" (CSICOP), of which |
am a cofounder and on whose ruling
Executive Council (generally called
the Council) | served for some years.

I am still skeptical of the occult be-
liefs CSICOP was created to debunk.
But | have changed my mind about the
integrity of some of those who make a
career of opposing occultism.

I now believe that if a flying saucer
landed in the backyard of a leading
anti-UFO spokesman, he might hide
the incident from the public (for the
public's own good, of course). He
might swiftly convince himselfthat the
landing was a hoax, a delusion or an
“unfortunate” interpretation of mun-
dane phenomena that could be ex-
plained away with “further research.”

The irony of all this particularly dis-
tresses me since both in print and be-
fore a national television audience |
have stated that the conspiratorial
mentality of believers in occultism
presents a real political danger in a
voting democracy. Now 1 find that the
very group | helped found has partially
justified this mentality.

SICOP originated with the state-
ment “Objections to Astrology,"

published in the September-October

1975 issue of The Humanist. “Objec-
tions" was signed by 186 scientists, in-
cluding 18 Nobel prizewinners, who
were justly upset at the growing news-
paper exploitation of a public that
wasn't being informed that astronomy
and astrology aren't the same thing.
“Objections” and its child CSICOP
were both the creation of The Human-
ist's then-editor Paul Kurtz and re-
ceived widespread national publicity.
+CSICOP began as an offshiaM of Ine American Humanist
‘Association. In 1978. after a year ofnot telling AHA any-

ihing of the ongorng legal procedings CSICoP seph-
rately incorporated.



Unfortunately the statement was
published (both in The Humanist and
by Kurtz's own private publishing
house Prometheus Books) in conjunc-
tion with a largely valuable article
which included a misconceived attack
(by Lawrence Jerome) upon the claims
of the prominent French neoastrol-
ogers Michel and Frangoise Gauque-
lin. Almost none ofthe signers read Je-
rome’s analysis before publication.

Concerned that such an attack could
cause trouble for the rationalist move-
ment, | contacted Kurtz for the first
time by phone on November 3, 1975.

Br'er Kurtz, he could just hardly

He admitted privately that | was just
one of a number of scientists who had
called him about this article immedi-
ately after The Humanist published it.
But the “Objections” statement was
rushed into print intact, along with the
uncorrected article, by Prometheus.

The embarrassment was com-
pounded when Michel Gauquelin
proved to be a more skilled statistician
than his critic — and intimated possi-
ble legal action. Kurtz, under some
pressure from within the AHA for his
antiparanormal effort, realized he
had a problem. Publicly he admitted
no error but privately was frantic to at-
tack Gauquelin in print. Uncle Remus
might say, Brer Kurtz, he could just
hardly wait to sock that TARBABY a
second time toforce him to release the
stuck firstfist.

During that first phone conversation
Kurtz urged me to write an article re-
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futing Gauquelin — in about two
weeks — to beat a deadline for the
January-February 1976 issue of The
Humanist. This is not, it need hardly
be said, the way of well-researched
scholarship.

Al that fall of 1975 Kurtz was mail-
ing Jerome, me and UCLA astronomer
Prof. George Abell reams of articles
relating to Gauquelin, including the
lengthy March 1975 report and alibis
of the Belgian Comite Para which
some years earlier, to its surprise, had
confirmed the approximate success-
rate Gauquelin had predicted in his

wait to sock that TARBABY. .

strongest alleged neoastrological cor-
relation, now generally called the
"Mars Effect”: Gauquelin's results
showed that 22 percent of European
sports champions are bom with Mars
rising (Sector 1) or transiting (Sector
4), to express it roughly. Since Gau-
quelin divides the sky into 12 sectors,
the purely chance probability of Mars’
being in a prespecified pair of sectors
is about 2/12 or 17 percent, well below
the observed rate of 22 percent. For
the 2088 sports champions in Gauque-
iin’s sample, such a difference is statis-
tically very significant (because of the
largeness of the sample); the odds are
millions-to-one against its having oc-
curred by chance.

I did what | could with the material
at hand. Even while continuing to ana-
lyze this strange problem, | sent Kurtz
a paper which he relayed to others in-
terested in the case, among them Je-
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rote, Abell and Marvin Zelen (then
director of the Statistical Laboratory
ofthe State University of New York at
Buffalo, but soon to move on to Har-
vard University). The paper, while
suggesting that there might be a nat-
ural explanation for the Mars Effect,
explicitly noted that if the European
sampling was unreliable no amount of
analysis (based on this sample) could
be certain to detect that.

Thus, since a fresh sample and anal-
ysis of it would be an enormous labor,
my paper recommended that any new
test offered Gauquelin be both (a) ex-
tremely clear-cut in its predicted result
and (b) free from the complexities and
subtle bias-problems of sampling and
ofthe astronomical/demographical in-
fluences that affected the expected
(“chance”) level (to which experimen-
tal observed data, once collected,
would be compared). | suggested a
possible experiment that would satisfy
these conditions: Could Gauquelin use
the position of Mars in competing ath-
letes’ horoscopes to beat the posted
odds on sporting events?

At this time we all wondered, like
other scientists on first acquaintance
with the Mars Effect, if there was a
possible “natural” (nonoccult) expla-
nation. As seen from Earth, Mars ap-
pears near the sun more often than not.
And birth rates are higher at dawn,
when the sun enters Sector 1, so one
would expect all births (notjust sports
champions’) to be slightly more fre-
quent when Mars is in Sector 1. For
convenience | will call this astronom-
ical/demographical intrusion (or “in-
fluence") the "Mars/dawn” factor. We
will return to this since the Keystone
CSICOPs’ inability to compute this
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factor (until years after it was too late)
was to prove their undoing.

My manuscript (which gently cor-
rected the “Objections™-affiliated false
attack on Gauquelin) was not pub-
lished in January-February Humanist
on the grounds that it had arrived too
late for the deadline — although it had
been written in less than two weeks.
Instead Kurtz published two other pa-
pers in that Humanist issue: one by
Abell, on astrology in general and
Gauquelin in particular, which based
its discussion of the gravitational ef-
fects of Mars on us upon a common
popular-science misconception, caus-
ing an error by a factor of a few mil-
lion. The other, by Zelen, was "A
Challenge” to Gauquelin.

The Challenge was a classic control
experiment: isolate the sports ability
variable by comparing the Mars horo-
scopic positions of the champions
Gauquelin had already collected vs.
the Mars horoscopic positions of all
other persons (nonsports champions),
the “control" group, born about the
same time and place as the champions.
If the control group exhibits the same
hit-rate (a “hi being born when
Mars resides in celestial Sector 1 or 4)
as the champions, 22 percent, then
clearly sports ability has nothing to do
with the Mars Effect, which is thus re-
vealed as merely a by-product of pure-
ly natural influences. This is what the
top CSICOPs expected to happen.

If the nonchampions’ hit-rate turns
out to be what Gauquelin had said is
correct for ordinary people, namely 17
percent, then the control experiment
has come out in Gauquelin's favor,
since sports ability is isolated as the
link to the five-percent difference.
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The Challenge concluded (emphasis
added): "We now have an objective
way for unambiguous corroboration or
disconfirmation. [Thus we may]
settle this question” — statements
leaving no doubt at all that if Gauque-
lin met this test he would achieve con-
firmation of his claims.

1 was appalled at the potential disas-
ter that awaited if Zelen's presump-
tions (that the European sample was
unbiased and that the cause of the
Mars Effect was a natural influence)
were wrong. As | checked further into
Gauquelin's output, | became con-
vinced there were serious problems in
these presumptions. Kurtz said |
should speak with Abell whom | did
not know personally. When 1 reached
him by phone on December 6,1 said |
was worried about the Challenge.

Abell snapped, "Oh-what's-wrong-
with-it?” as if uttering one word. 1 ex-
plained politely that the Challenge de-
pended entirely upon the validity of
the European sampling. Abell said he
was sure that Gauquelin was honest
and the Mars Effect was just a natural
influence in the data. | agreed that it
had looked that way at first to me too
but that recent, still-proceeding at-
tempts to verify the Mars/dawn fac-
tor's actual effect left me in skeptical
suspension of judgment and thus in
fear of possible trouble. Why gamble
the outcome of a crucial experiment
upon such an uncertain factor?

But to Abell that just wasn't worth
bothering about. He was more inter-
ested in who | was. Had he ever heard
of me? Had we met at conferences?

| mentioned a few papers I'd pub-
lished in top journals, in addition |
pointed out a couple of errors in his

DENNIS RAWLINS is a cofounder of the
Committee for the Scientific Investiga-
tion of Claims of the Paranormal and
served on CSICOP's Executive Council
from 1976 to 1979. Until 1980 he was an
Associate Editor of Skeptical Inquirer.

He holds degrees in physics from Har-
vard University (B.A.) and Boston Univer-
sity (M.A.). His researches have been
published in Nature, Astronomical Jour-
nal, American Journal of Physics. U.S.
Naval Institute Proceedings and other
leading publications in the fields of as-
tronomy. geophysics, geography and
history of science. He is the author of
Peary at the North Pole: Fact or Fiction?
(1973) and was the first to release to the
public news of a major ESP scandal (in
1974) at the laboratory of the late J. B.
Rhine. Rawlins. 44. and his wife Barbara
live in San Diego. Calif.

upcoming paper (such as the gravita-
tional effect of Mars previously re-
ferred to) and | urged that these be
corrected before the issue went to
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press. He said they didn’t matter; he’d
rather leave them as they were.

Since Abell and Kurtz wanted to
check Gauquelin's calculations, | of-
fered to help since | had recently pre-
pared an efficient computer program
that would calculate all planets’ posi-
tions to one arcminute accuracy, a
program that could be adapted to the
Gauquelin project. Abell said fine, just
send it along. He spoke as if he were
doing me a favor.

Declining his generosity, | repeated
my offer to do the work if it would
help. He replied that it probably would
be “easy” to compile such a program;
after all, the astrological outfits now
had computer horoscopes. So 1 sug-
gested he try those routes. In case he
wished to construct his own program, 1
imparted a few elegant mathematical
shortcuts to assist him. | mention this
because anyone who understood the
necessary science would have quickly
realized that | was an experienced spe-
cialist in this area.

Nonetheless Abell subsequently told
Kurtz and other CSICOPs that 1 was

n “amateur” and he continued to say
so until October 1978. This was a
major factor in CSICOP’s decision to
ignore me, the only planetary-motion
specialist ever involved in the Gau-
quelin project (which was, ofcourse, a
planetary-motion problem). At this
point of no return, Kurtz depended
upon Abell's astronomical advice in
his decisions on the Gauquelin investi-
gation. It was to take them two years
(and help) to perform the calculations
Abell had called “easy.”

CONTINUED to examine the de-
I tails of Gauquelin’s claims and on
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January 23, 1976, completed a mathe-
matical analysis showing clearly that
the “natural” Mars/dawn factor (a)
couldn’'t come anywhere near explain-
ing the Mars Effect and (b) had been
already included by Gauquelin in his
reports’ expected-frequency values.
Although Gauquelin’s method was dif-
ferent from mine, our results were so
similar that it was clear he had done
this part of his experiments correctly.

The Mars/dawn factor was the only
possible “natural” influence (although
Zelen and Abell didn't seem to realize
it) that could have lifted the noncham-
pions' hit-rate from 17 to 22 percent.

{ communicated this to Kurtz imme-
diately and forcefully. Getting no re-
sponse, | phoned Zelen on March 8
and made an utterly fruitless appeal.
By this time the Challenge had been
published. And more support for it
was in press, to appear (over my stren-
uous objections) in March-April 1976
Humanist (page 53).

The forces of antioccultism met in
Buffalo, N.Y., on April 30 and May 1,
1976, to found CSICOP. | gave one of
the Founders’ Day speeches. It con-
tained enough good press copy and
one-liners to get me selected for the
nine-man ruling Council of CSICOP.

Founders’ Day was above all a
media event. Reporters were wooed
and catered to. | certainly had no ob-
jection to that, having had largely
pleasant encounters with the media.
But | was naive about the one overrid-
ing reality: a Committee that lives by
the media will inevitably be ruled by
its publicists, not by its scholars.

Once CSICOP was under way, |
found myself not only on the ruling
Council but also on the editorial
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board. Although most of the Fellows
sought, like me, to battle pseudoscien-
tific bunk, they disagreed about the
means. Except for the agreement to
start a magazine (Zetetic, later Skepti-
cal Inquirer) there was little cohesion
on public policy, a vacuum that was
filled (if not in fact caused) by tacit co-
hesion on Private Priority Number
One for active CSICOP Fellows: max-
imum personal press toverage.

Neither | nor most other Councilors
were to be reinvolved in the Gauquelin
affair for some time, since Kurtz was
handling it in The Humanist, which he
still edited.

| referred to Gauquelin's results in a
paper for Humanist publication sent to
Kurtz on June 5, 1976, a paper soon
thereafter sent to Marcello Truzzi and
eventually published in Skeptical In-
quirer (Fall-Winter 1977). It attacked
Gauquelin's Mars Effect on various
grounds, pointedly excluding the
Mars/dawn factor on which Kurtz,
Zelen and Abell (hereafter to be called
KZA) were gambling CSICOP’s repu-
tation.

The September-October 1976 issue
of Humanist published a paper by
Abell and son, with commentary (for-
mally coauthorship) by the Gauque-
lins. 1 did not see it until much later.
Kurtz was no longer sending galleys or
confiding to me the details of his in-
creasing obsession with his neoastro-
logical STARBABY.

The paper had a number of impor-
tant features. For one thing, Abell af-
firmed Zelen's “unambiguous corrob-
oration or disconfirmation” statement.
As Abell put it, it "appears to be a

w80h Sheaffer. Kendrick Fraiier and Manin Gardner
never showed a passion for the limelight.
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definitive test.” He went on, “The
[control] test will be refereed by a dis-
interested and competent committee of
scientists, and we hope that the results
will be available in about six months.”
In fact, the test was never neutrally ref-
ereed — and the time estimate was
equally ironic.

Reading Abell's article, | was
struck, first, with the realization that
every calculation was simple arithme-
tic. His computer analysis relied on an
almanac provided by the U.S. Naval
Observatory which listed Mars’ celes-
tial longitudes at a fixed interval. In-

Investigators who live
by the media are ruled by
publicists, not by scholars.

stead of using spherical trigonometry
to convert Mars' positions to equatori-
al coordinates (as the Gauquelin ex-
periment required), Abell stuck with
the ecliptical coordinates ofthe USNO
program.

Since Abell had indicated in De-
cember 1975 that he intended to verify
computationally Gauquelin's original
calculations, | was amazed to read
now, nearly a year later, that "we have
not duplicated or checked the Gauque-
lins' original calculations” (my empha-
sis). How the devil could this be, when
Abell had in hand (and was using in
his simple-arithmetic analysis) a Mars
almanac and all the birth data for the
2000-plus sports champions of Gau-
quelin's famous original Mars Effect
study?

Incredibly, it appeared that over all
the intervening months, Abell, the
CSICOP Gauquelin-test subcommit-
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tee’'s sole astronomer, had not per-
formed the elementary calculations of
the astrologer he was taking on! Abell
drove Kurtz crazy with stalls, mostly
variations on not "having time" to do
the work. Yet he found time to do all
2000-plus calculations — the wrong
way — for the paper we've just been
analyzing!

XJINTHEN 1977 opened, it had been
WV the better part of a year since |
had had any contact with the Gauque-
lin matter. But Skeptical Inquirer (then
Zetetic) editor Truzzi asked me to ref-
eree an antiastrology paper. | found to
my astonishment that the paper was
promoting the Humanist and Comite
Para theory (which heretofore had not
disgraced Skeptical Inquirer and
CSICOP directly) that Gauquelin's re-
sults could be explained away by the
Mars/dawn demographical influences.
Incredulous that my 1975-76 warn-
ings were still being ignored, | sent out
on March 29, 1977, a full mathemat-
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from me for Gauquelin, | wrote Kurtz
to ask that he publish a very short
paper (dated September 17, 1977),
pointing out that (a) the Mars/dawn
effect (KZA's only "out,” their sole
semiplausible hope of justifying the
Control Test) could not explain away
Gauquelin's results; (b) there was in
fact no "natural" explanation of the
Mars Effect; (c) | believed that the
sampling of sports champions was
amiss; and (d) | didn't believe Gau-
quelin's claims merited serious investi-
gation yet.

Angry that | had let the Mars/dawn
memo get into Gauquelin's hands in
the first place, Kurtz urged that | ask
Gauquelin not to make public use ofit.
He then used the memo’s privacy (pre-
tending this was my idea!) as a basis
for deleting Gauquelin's comments on
the memo — and scratching my pro-
posed September 17 paper alto-
gether! *

I did not yet understand Kurtz's anx-
iety over heading off my public dis-

ical ion of the

problem — to no avail. The unklllable
Mars/dawn misconception appeared
intact on page 50 pf Spring-Summer
1977 Skeptical Inquirer.

But Truzzi did not ignore the
memo's implications. He phoned to
ask if I would object to his sending the
memo to Gauquelin to show him that
not everyone on CSICOP disagreed
with him. | told Truzzi to go ahead.

That summer Kurtz phone me in an
agitated state. Gauquelin had shown
him the memo (apparently in early
July). Then in August Gauquelin at-
tempted to quote the memo in an up-
coming Humanist paper. Feeling that
this would be mistaken as support

sent. He r 1 to inform me that in
press at this very time was the up-
coming KZA report on the Control
Test (nonchampions) results. This re-
port flew right in the face of the truth
revealed in the very memo I'd agreed
to keep private only because | believed
KZA would pay attention to it.

The KZA Control Test report ap-
peared in November-December 1977
Humanist. It marked the beginning of
the end of CSICOP’s credibility — be-

“}ledethegun ke

coupt ofthe number ot Gauau
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e Kunz had rejected_In retro-
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cause it was at this point that the han-
dling of the Gauquelin problem was
transformed from mere bungling to de-
liberate cover-up.
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and so were forced to propose the
fresh-sample American test in a July
1977 meeting with Gauquelin. By au-
tumn the birth-record data were com-

The report marked the beginning of the end of CSICOP's credibility.

Before publication the KZA Con-
trol Test report was shown to the only
other member of the Gauquelin sub-
committee, Prof. Elizabeth Scott of
the statistics department of the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley, who
was so upset (““I feel that the [paper’s]
discussion may be misleading”) that
she telephoned each one of the KZA
trio (as | had done two years earlier).
They ignored her.

Back in December 1975 Abell had
expressed an interest in checking Gau-
quelin's celestial-sector positions but
had not done this even for his Septem-
ber-October 1976 Humanist article.
Now the new report (November-De-
cember 1977 Humanist, page 29)
stated (emphasis added): "The com-
mittee .. . has not ... yet [!] checked
all /any?/ of the [Gauquelin’s celes-
tial] computations. Prof. Owen Gin-
gerich (astronomer at Harvard) is in
the process of reviewing the calcula-
tions concerning the position of Mars
--.” In addition: "The committee has
agreed to make an independent test of
the alleged Mars Effect by a study of
sports champions bom in the United
States. This test is now under way.”

As the data started to come in, KZA
realized they were in deep trouble on
the Control Test (based on European
data entirely computed by Gauquelin)

ing in for the American test. Now it
was not a matter ofjust using Gauque-
lin's celestial calculations; CS1COP
must compute positions not previously
done —.and no report could be issued
until this was accomplished.

Kurtz started receiving the Amer-
ican birth data as early as September.
Stung by his private knowledge that
he’d lost the Control Test (as he con-
fessed aloud at least once), he was
frantic to get on with the diversion of
retesting (using the American sample)
as quickly as possible.

By October 20 Kurtz, who was get-
ting nothing from Abell and Ginger-
ich, phoned and asked me, betraying
not the faintest sense of irony, if |
could do the work. He was so relieved
at my consent that he instantly added
me to the subcommittee on Gauquelin
(presumably to replace Elizabeth
Scott, now a nonperson). A CSICOP
check for $100 accompanied the first
installment of 72 athletes' birth data.

Kurtz told me that this time he
wanted an advance look at the results,
to see what was going to happen. He
stressed that his sneak peek was to be
strictly confidential. In all innocence |
probably broke security first thing by
phoning Abell in Los Angeles on Oc-
tober 22 to ask where in San Diego |
could gain access to a computer. (I'd
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only just moved to California.)

Abell protested that he was doing
the work with Gingerich, and what the
devil was Kurtz in such a rush for any-
way? Although | agreed that Kurtz
was pushing. | remarked he'd waited
two years and one might forgive some
impatience. Abell tried to talk me out
of getting involved but | stressed that
this was entirely Kurtz's idea, not
mine. He and Gingerich were free to
compute these or any other data but
Kurtz was hot to get a look at the way
things were going to come out.

Abell gave me the name of John
Schopp of the astronomy department
of San Diego State University (SDSU)
who'd helped Abell with a textbook
he'd written. So on October 27, two
days after the birth data arrived, |
drove out to SDSU and met John and
his colleague Fred Talbert. Fred got
me hooked up that evening. 1 fed the
problem into the computer, ran offthe
72 positions and mailed a printout to
Kurtz on the way home.

It’s revealing that a lone "amateur”
could perform at one sitting a project
that the combined CSICOP forces of
UCLA, Harvard and SUNYAB didn’t
get anywhere with for years, despite
their access to a highly accurate U.S.
Naval Observatory planetary-position
program.

In succeeding weeks Kurtz mailed
me further birth data as well as unso-
licited cash. At one point (after 120
names) | told him by phone (he pre-
ferred hearing the accumulated score
instantly, without waiting the few days
the mail took) that the key-sector
score was now at 22 percent. He
groaned. | emphasized that the sample
size was too small for the result to be
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statistically meaningful. He drew no
comfort from this remark. | asked ifhe
were sure that this was a clean sample.
He was, so | assured him that the score
was bound to revert to roughly 17 per-
cent as the sample got larger — unless
astrological claims were true, which |
certainly didn't believe.

Nonetheless he continued speaking
in a pained voice, as someone cursed
with a demon that would not go away.

Meanwhile KZA's November-De-
cember 1977 Humanist Control Test
report appeared. No one then on
CSICOP'’s Council (other than Kurtz)
had seen it before publication. Yet it
committed CSICOP to a cover-up
course which ultimately sucked the
whole Council into STARBABY’S goo,
as one's willingness to go along with
the cover-up (to protect The Cause)
became a test of loyalty.

In the report KZA tried to obscure
the clear success Gaugquelin had
scored. The Control Test had entailed
analyzing 16,756 nonchampions born
near (in time and space) 303 champi-
ons (a subsample of the original 2088
champions). KZA had believed that
they too would score at 22 percent in
key sectors (1 and 4) thus establishing
that the champions’ 22 percent hit-
rate was "natural.”

Instead the nonchampions scored at
exactly the chance-level (17 percent)
that Gauquelin and | had predicted
from our Mars/dawn-corrected expec-
tation-curve analysis.

Faced with this disaster KZA pulled
a bait-and-switch. (Thus the report
will be hereafter called the BS report.)

lication until questions were raised about ts honesty"For
example, although | wes on the Humanim mailing list,no
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Suddenly converting their nonchampi-
ons test into a champions test, they at-
tacked the subsample of 303 champi-
ons! The subsample had of course
been chosen simply as a means en
route to testing the point KZA had
proposed the Control Test Challenge
for in the first place, namely, was
chance level 17 percent or 22 percent?

Since the 303 had scored at 22 per-
cent (like the full 2088) the only ploy
left was to protest that this 22 percent
(of the 303) was not strongly statisti-
cally significant (not as strong as for
2088). Now, anyone familiar with sta-
tistics knows that no sample of 303
cases can produce strongly significant
results if one is trying to measure 22
percent versus 17 percent rates. But
you don't have to know statistics to re-
alize that the attack on the 303-cham-
pion subsample’'s nonstrength could
have been done before the 16,756 non-
champions were collected and calcu-
lated-— at enormous cost in time and
labor to Gauquelin (all 303 champion
birth data had been calculated and
published years ago).

To sum up: the whole purpose ofthe
Control Test — of collecting nearly
17,000 nonchampions (the control
group) — had been to test whether
Gaugquelin’s champions' 22-percent
hit-rate was just a “natural” (nonastro-
logical) function of the time and place
of birth. Had the nonchampions con-
trol group shown at the 22-percent
rate also, the "natural” hypothesis
would have been confirmed and Gau-
quelin’s neoastrology would have been
disconfirmed.

However, the opposite occurred.
The nonchampions’ rate turned out to
be 17 percent, establishing the cham-

7
pions’ 22-percent rate as a real, highly
significant above-chance result.

| first read the Control Test report
in March 1978 after seeing a letter in
the March-April issue of Humanist
from Lawrence Jerome who “congrat-
ulated" CSICOP for confirming his er-
roneous 1975 analysis!

Incredibly, Jerome was claiming
confirmation, by the Zelen-Abell test,
of his (and their) beliefthat astronom-
ical/demographical biases explained
Gauquelin's 22-percent rate. “The
[Control] test proved no such thing,” |

Willingness to go along
with the cover-up became
a test of loyalty.

wrote Kurtz. “To the contrary, [Zelen
and Abell] confirmed Gauquelin’s ex-
pectation values ... showing that there
was indeed about a 17-percent prob-
ability for being in sectors 1 and 4 for
nonchampions. ... If | believed the
European sample was clean (which |
don't), 1 would count the [Control]
test as a major proof in support of
Gauquelin.”

Years later | learned that Abell (as
well as Kurtz) had known the awful
truth all along. In 1980 | obtained a
copy of the smokiest Smoking Gun in
this case, a letter written by Abell to
Kurtz on April 29, 1977, privately
telling him what I've explained here in
preceding paragraphs — the same
thing I'd often explained to KZA.

The Smoking Letter answers the
same key question that hung over the
Watergate conspirators: When did



78

they know? The answer is astonishing:
over half a year before the cover-up
Control Test report was published.

The letter admits that “in a sense”
Gauquelin's calculation of a 17-per-
cent chance-level had been “vindi-
cated.” Abell says the very test
CSICOP had urged Gauquelin to carry
out had shown his Findings to be “sig-
nificant.” He also says that the 22 per-
cent applied to both the 303 subsample
champions and the full 2088.

The Smoking Letter to Kurtz re-
veals that KZA knew they were in
trouble. But as Abell learned pronto,
Kurtz wasn't about to publish any let-
ter that admitted Gauquelin had won
the Control Test. He was going to pre-
tend that nothing had gone wrong.

Abell cosigned the BS report. De-
spite later claims that he didn't know
what he was signing, Abell has never
broken publicly with this report's
united front.

Early in April | wrote KZA again,
exhibiting in tabular form further dif-
ficulties with their report. KZA had
suggested that the subsample of 303
champions showed geographical
variations. This move had broken the
subsample into subsubsamples! (The
smaller a group, the weaker its ability
to prove anything statistically.)

My April 6 letter's tables simply
showed that none ofthe deviations (of,
say, Paris’ hit-rate vs. Belgium's) were
statistically significant.

Again, Brer Kurtz, he lay low: still
no written reply.

<The follawing May | s satedto see an identical ot
ack by Eric Tarkington in Phenomena Wt
Koz thock a1 bt of o Aot
aalises pudlished n that proasrlogy joural e
ICOP was publishing crap, his reply was. “Nobody
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In mid-April Kurtz visited Califor-
nia and we saw quite a bit of each
other. He couldn't stop talking about
the Gauquelin business. In the middle
of conversations on other matters he
would grow silent and go back to dis-
cussing some possible “out.”

During this visit and subsequent
phone conversations Kurtz tried out
various schemes for getting off the
hook. My favorite was the notion that
Gauquelin fudged the nonchampions
to force the score down to 17 percent. *

Hilarious. First, iffraud or bias was
involved, it would be lots easier to
work it on the smaller original champi-
ons sample. Second, it was ridiculous
to suspect fraud simply because the
nonchampions came out at the very
level chance would predict!

This is “scientific investigation,”
which CSICOP claims as its middle
name?

NCREDIBLY, despite all, | re-
mained largely unsuspicious — in-
deed | was downright enthusiastic —
about CSICOP as a whole.

Late that spring of 1978 | was back
East visiting my family. Simultaneous-
ly Kurtz was in a tizzy because the last
American data in the Gauquelin test
had come in and he was as frantically
impatient as ever to get them com-
puted — even waking my family one
night and then, after finding I wasn't
in, hanging up so abruptly that I found
a note by the telephone the next morn-
ing asking me who this “Curts" was.

Since | was about to fly to Europe
(and my files were back in San Diego)
wKZA publicly: "Nowhere did we wish to sugges{ that

Gauquelin ‘cheated and we Tegret any such mplcaon”
(Skeptical Inuirer. Summer 1980. page 67).
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| suggested Kurtz get Abell, Gingerich
or Jerome to try to do the work. But
Kurtz kept pleading.

So | postponed my European trip.

| bothered the Loyola College com-
puter people for a computer number
and time. Next 1 hired trusted friend
Mary Kidd to determine time zones
(for the whole American test to date).
Since she was sympathetic to astrology
(and was not told that Gauquelin was
involved), this would eliminate possi-
ble bias on my part. Needless to say,
this is the sort of precaution that
should have been applied (much more
rigorously) at the sampling stage.

Mary interrupted her affairs to rush
the zone-determinations work and get
it back to me. 1 went right to the com-
puter and stayed up all night typing in
the program and the data. The next
morning, June 8, all 325 athletes’ sec-
tor-positions were computed, tabu-
lated and dropped in the mail to Kurtz.

No sooner was this task finished and
the American test supposedly com-
pleted than Kurtz phoned me up and
said oops, we accidentally missed a lot
of names — they’ll be sent right away
to the states’ birth-record offices and
we’ll get the birth data back late this
summer.

So the whole push-and-shove aggra-
vation of all those helpful people had
been as needless as the original Con-
trol Test Challenge.

| returned to San Diego some weeks
later. The last 82 names came in at
summer's end.

| ran offthe final data at SDSU. The
cumulative score was not 22 percent
or 17 percent but only 18 percent —
strongly anti-Gauquelin. On Septem-
ber 18 1 sent Kurtz a table of the totals
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for all 407 American athletes along
with a brief report on the results which
included gentle corrections ofthe vari-
ous past errors published by CSICOP
Fellows throughout this affair.

Since 1 had performed all the sci-
ence ofthe American experiment that
had reversed the earlier (Control Test)
Gauquelin victory over CSICOP (lift-
ing a three-year curse from Kurtz’s
shoulders), | innocently thought that
Kurtz could hardly refuse again to
publish my dissent. In a covering note
I made it clear that this time | would
insist. The moment Kurtz read this, |
was a dead CSICOP in his royal eyes.

When the report arrived on Septem-
ber 20, Kurtz phoned to gush about
how much he liked it, adding, how-
ever, that Zelen and Abell might not

Br'er Kurtz, he lay low.
Still no written reply.

agree. Then he casually asked if |
could send along the readout of indi-
vidual positions too. He spoke of the
upcoming Council meeting and press
conference (to be held in Washington,
D., on December 6, 1978) and as-
sured me my travel fare would be paid.

The very next day, without even
waiting for the data to arrive, Kurtz
wrote Abell to suggest that KZA con-
fer and prepare the test report for pub-
lication (excluding me). He did this, |
remind the reader, less than 24 hours
after assuring me he was eagerto pub-
lish my September 18 report.

Kurtz's letter also called on Zelen
and Abell — the very men whose long



immobility on the Gauquelin project
had led to my being asked to do the
computation — to verify the work!
Kurtz enclosed for Abell the readouts
of the first 325 celestial-sector posi-
tions without saying anything to me
about it, since | had emphasized that
providing answers is the worst way to
get independent checks of them.

It is obvious from his September 21
letter that Kurtz's promise, made the
day before, to publish my report was
being rethought.

Sure enough, once the calculations
for the last 82 athletes had reached
him, Kurtz phoned me and made two
things clear:

(1) He wasn't so sure that The Hu-
manist was the right place after all for
my report. He mentioned Skeptical In-
quirer. (Later he welched even there.)

(2) He didn't think he could pay my
way to the meeting in Washington.

With Kurtz's letter Abell received
my answers for 325 of the American
athletes. Ten days later Abell still had
not reproduced them. With Kurtz
frantically pushing for verification,
Abell was feeling the pressure. On Oc-
tober 5 he called to rage at me for over
an hour. I call it the Jaws phone call.

Abell started it by complaining that
KZA hadn't-had-the-time to compute
the 407 data, adding that | had. He
asked me to describe my method to
him allegedly because he was sup-
posed to check my work. Since he now
had all the answers from Kurtz, there
was no longer any good scientific rea-
son not to. So | did — especially after
finding that Abell still had a miscon-
ceived idea of how to perform the sec-
tor calculations.

Abell asked me to send a copy of my
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computer-program so that he could
verify it. | responded that obviously it
would be simpler just to check a few of
the answers he now possessed via
hand-calculation out of the American
Ephemeris & Nautical Almanac.

Nevertheless Abell persisted, even-
tually justifying himself by saying he
wanted to check out all the ordmag
1000 lines of the program to insure its
accuracy! At any rate, | refused to give
the program to anyone talking such
transparent nonsense.

Abell couldn't believe that my cal-
culations, were correct because the
score had come out at 13'/2 percent in-
stead of 22 percent. He wondered if |
had tampered with the sample. | re-
plied the sample came from Kurtz.

By choice | had had nothing to do
with gathering the sample. Obviously
neither had Abell. Nonetheless Kurtz
insisted that Abell coauthor the
lengthy published Skeptical Inquirer
report. Unfortunately “coauthorship™
in a Kurtz publication need not re-
quire that you cowrite “your” paper —
or even read it before publication.
Your name gets tacked on to add pres-
tige — and you get to read all about it
when it’s published!

Abell asked countless questions
about my academic training. Obvious-
ly unaware that my papers on plane-
tary motion had been published in
eminent astronomical journals here
and abroad, he demanded, “How do |
know you're notjust a bullshitter?"

On October 6, the day after the Jaws
call, Abell phoned San Diego State
University to verify his suspicion that
someone besides the “amateur” had
actually done the Gauquelin experi-
ment computations. He visited SDSU
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on the 11th, questioning at least two
more scholars, who told him | had
seemed quite competent when | deliv-
ered a recent lecture to an astronomy
department symposium.

Between September 20 and late Oc-
tober | spoke fairly regularly with
Kurtz regarding the Gauquelin prob-
lem and the upcoming December 6
Washington press conference. His pri-

Kurtz's private intentions
surfaced as soon as his use for
my work was finished.

vate intentions surfaced as soon as his
use for my work was finished.

Soon enough it became apparent
that not only was Abell being invited
to the press conference, he was to be
the CSICOP spokesman on astrology
in Washington — this despite Kurtz’s
open admission in our conversations
over the previous months that there
had been a screw-up in the UCLA and
Harvard experts' calculations. But
now suddenly he began disremember-
ing he'd ever said that!

I had now to face the fact that Kurtz
was trying to suppress my dissenting
report and (by not paying my travel
fare) keep me from the December
Council meeting, while inviting to
Washington as a prominent CSICOP
authority the very person whose ap-
pointed task / had myself performed.

| phoned Kurtz on October 23 in
one final attempt to impress upon him
the fact that he ws locking CSICOP
into an investigation that would curse
the Committee to its dying day. It was
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the only time | ever raised my voice in
any CSICOP dealings.
| hammered at Kurtz that the Con-
trol Test project he had led us into had
been irretrievably lost and it was dis-
creditable to pretend otherwise. Even
if Gauquelin had faked the control
(nonchampions) sample (which | don't
believe for a moment he did), such a
point cannot be raised post hoc — be-
cause CSICOP should have had the
foresight to keep the sample-taking
from getting into Gauquelin's inter-
ested hands in the first place, especial-
ly since prior to the challenge | had
warned KZA not to trust Gauquelin’s
sampling. What use is it to rurt tests if
the side whose hypothesis loses can
just scream “fake" as it pleases?
Kurtz seemed uncharacteristically
subdued. Finally, when | pointed out
that he was backing down on his prom-
ise to publish my report in the Human-
ist, he said he couldn't publish it there
now for the simple reason that a day or
so earlier he’d been fired as Humanist
editor after 11 years at the post.
Concurrently a subplot was develop-
ing. On October 15 Councilor James
Randi phoned and | mentioned some
of my problems with KZA. On the
18th, when Randi phoned again, | re-
marked how odd it was that | had no
written record (despite requests for
such made over many months). Would
Randi speak with Kurtz and get some
firm answers? The next day Randi
wrote a trial letter to Kurtz and sent
me a checking copy before mailing it.
In the letter Randi agreed 1 was
right in arguing that the Gauquelin
test had been ill-designed and should
not have been done. Now that the
whole thing had backfired, Kurtz —
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out of his depth when he attempted a
scientific experiment — was clearly
responsible. Randi also criticized
Abell for snooping into my back-
ground. If this was the way CSICOP
business was going to be conducted,
then CSICOPs were no better than the
parapsychologists who covered up
their mistakes. Randi asked why my
expenses to the Washington meeting
were not being paid and concluded
by admitting that he was “mad," say-
ing he seldom wrote such a letter ex-
cept to parapsychologists. He assured
Kurtz that no one besides him, Martin
Gardner and me would see it.

I called Randi on the 21st and urged
him to phone Kurtz to get his immedi-
ate reaction to the letter. For obvious
reasons | didn't want to give Kurtz a
lot of time to concoct fresh excuses.

After he had talked with Kurtz,
Randi called me back on the 23rd say-
ing only that KZA had still not con-
firmed my calculations. Randi's call,
which indicated trouble was brewing,
seems to have inspired Abell. Two
days later, using the method explained
to him on October 5, he got the same
answers as | had. He phoned me the
news that evening (October 25) and
urged that | do an expectation-curve
for the American sample. | suggested
he do the math. As a matter of fact I'd
already done it myselfand had mailed
copies of the results to Gardner and
Randi two days earlier.

On October 23 | had sent some
background documents concerning
sTARBABY to Randi and Gardner.
Gardner wrote back six days later,
« An interesting hit of history, since Kurtz still says my

nonreimbursement wasn't brought to his attention until a
full year later And Council prétends to believe this
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chuckling about what an incredibly
hilarious foul-up the whole thing had
turned outto be. To a further packet of
documents he repeated his feeling of
deep amusement but he wasn't inter-
ested in doing anything about it.

When Kurtz phoned me on October
31, | (as a member of the CSICOP
subcommittee on Gauquelin) asked
for copies of Committee records and
his correspondence with the various
appropriate parties on the Gauquelin
experimentation, thus putting to the
test my hypothesis that he was delib-
erately avoiding the written word.
Kurtz refused to send anything and
said the dealings had been almost en-
tirely by phone. (Later | saw copies of
important correspondence and learned
this was not true.)

On November 2 | wrote KZA asking:

(1) What was being looked for in the
Control Test?

(2) Did KZA and Humanist readers know
this from the start?

(3) Wasn't the test designed to show that
the control group (nonchampions) would or
wouldn't score at 22 percent like the cham-
pions? And if the control group had scored
at 22 percent, wouldn't you have publicly
concluded that Gauquelin lost the
challenge?

(4) If you carry through your current
plan to declare the Control Test “invalid.”
what if Gauguelin then challenges you to
repeat it yourself? (Gauquelin would have
won regardless; Abell later figured this

(5) If a “valid” repetition isn't possible,
are we not back at square one, where we
were at the time of warnings not to get into
this mire?

(6) Ifthe Control Test is repeated, what
do we look for?

(7) What will be your and CSICOP’s
position if the test again comes out in Gau-
quelin's favor (as 1 know it will)?

(8) Did you (o colleague) make any pre-
test estimates of approximate magnitude of
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i ]
effects — before issuing a challenge, the
outcome of which depended entirely upon
this question? Were you acquainted with
any of Gauguelin's detailed quantitative
discussions of these matters?

(9) The Bait-and-Switch (BS): "Why col-
lect 16,756 new nonchampions — and then
attack [in the BS report] a [subJsample of
303 old champion data because it is too
small when it is in fact typical of the whole
(22 percent success, just like the full sample
of 2088, which is certainly not'too small)
and is about twice as large as you requested
in your original challenge (Humanist, Jan-
uary-February 1976, page 33)? ... 1 have
no written reply ... to this or any other
point raised, since the beginning of our
involvement with the Gauguelin question
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pages of Kurtz's magazine) perhaps at
the same press conference at which the
damage to CSICOP was to occur, in
order to ameliorate that damage. Such
a prospect chilled the Council.

Kurtz’s initial move was a threat
that Zelen and Abell would be on hand
personally to settle my hash at the pri-
vate December 5 Council meeting. |
asked if that were a promise.

On November 19 Kurtz called in the
worst shape I'd ever found him. The
prospect of a discordant CSICOP
voice’s being heard at his orchestrated
press conference had badly frazzled

Martin Gardner chuckled over the incredibly hilarious foul-up.

... Lwill ask the CSICOP editorial board to
have the nonchampions [Control] test ref-
ereed by neutral judges before the Commit-
tee becomes any further entangled in this
endless thicket, via publication in the hith-
erto-spared Skeptical Inquirer.”

| had strongly protested the high-
handedness of the choice of Abell as
speaker at the annual meeting because
of his involvement with sSTARBABY. |
emphasized that CSICOP had plenty
of astronomers associated with it (Carl
Sagan. Bart Bok, Edwin Krupp and
others), all of them nearer Washington
than Abell who lived all the way across
the country, in the Los Angeles area.

Frustrated at being presented with a
fait accompli regarding the permanent
attachment of the sSTARBABY alba-
tross to CSICOP, | indicated that,
since this had been done without
consultation with me (the sole astrono-
mer on the Council), 1 was being
forced to register a dissent (which had
repeatedly been denied me in the

his nerves. During the conversation he
invoked, rather emotionally, our past
mutual efforts — for example in
removing editor Truzzi.

| believe he felt genuinely bewil-
dered and betrayed. To him reportage
of contrary results was basically a po-
litical, not a scientific, matter. There
was no chance of communicating on
this. To me Kurtz was a censor. To
him I was a traitor. Both of us felt a
lack of gratitude.

He got to the point: he didn't want
any trouble in Washington. In a
strong, emotion-strained whisper he
virtually hissed, "I'll do anything to
avoid trouble.”

1 said fine, just get me some written
answers to my questions on the Con-
trol Test and don't invite Abell to
speak at the meeting. Kurtz said he
had “no time" (sound familiar?) for
written replies; then, contradicting his
own account of October (when he'd
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said to me, hey, let's invite George), he
added that Abell had been invited way
back in August.

Kurtz had earlier maintained his
long secrecy about Abell's speech invi-
tation because he thought | would
want to speak instead (and would
otherwise be so miffed | mightn't fin-
ish the U.S. data if | learned of Kurtz's
intentions). So now he offered to let
me speak too. | told him that he obvi-
ously didn’t understand the problem.

Yet one must realize that in his own
mind Kurtz had every reason to be-
lieve he’d found his solution. Another
chapter in our ongoing anthropology
lesson: the clash of two alien cultures,
public relations vs. scholarship.

Kurtz tried another let's-make-a-
deal ploy, bursting out, "But | agree
with you." He went on to blame the
whole STARBABY mess on Zelen and
Abell! They had led him into the pit!
But he would do nothing beyond pri-
vate assent.

After we had finished, | phoned
Randi to report Kurtz was trying to
buy silence on the Gauquelin mess. By
the next day (November 20) a Council
deal had been concocted (and offered)
that would have me chair the astrology
section of the press conference. Of
course this would entail my introduc-
ing Abell. My reply was the old adage
that a man who can’t be bribed can’t
be trusted.

At this Kurtz exploded in raging
fear that his holy press conference
would be ruined. He immediately
phoned the Councilors and expressed
concern that | might attack the
Gauquelin project from the floor dur-
ing the conference; some way had to
be found to get me kicked off the
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Council. (This sudden search for a
pretext to eject me — the first sugges-
tion of the need for my demise —
should be kept in mind because Coun-
cil is now at great pains to dredge up
any other sort of "offense” on my part
as the good reason for booting me. To
borrow from the business world, let us
recall the immortal words of J. P. Mor-
gan: “For every action there are two
reasons: a good reason and the real
reason.”,

ANDI AND 1 drove to Washing-

Non together on December 4.

Late that afternoon, while Michael
Hutchinson and | were in Randi's
suite. Kurtz called to speak with me.

He immediately accused me of lying
and conspiring against him (this only a
few days after trying to organize a se-
cret movement to have me thrown off
the Council for the crime of tlissent).
1 asked him to cite a single falsehood
I'd ever told him. Unable to name one,
he asked me to say what 1 thought his
deceits were. 1 offered to provide a
partial catalog if he were really
interested — but would do it at the
Council meeting the next day.

Kurtz wanted to know if | intended
to attack STARBABY at the press con-
ference. When | refused to make any
promises, Kurtz grew more furious.
We couldn’t have a "schism,” he said.

Council met the next day at
Councilor Phil Klass’ apartment. | no-
ticed that Randi was his usual friendly
self when Kurtz wasn't around but
when he was within earshot Randi
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made different noises. He repeatedly
cracked loudly. "Drink the Kool-Aid.
Dennis.” (This was shortly after the
Jonestown Kool-Aid mass suicide.)
During the afternoon meeting, when
we established a rule for expelling
Councilors. Randi bellowed that it is
called the "Rawlins rule."

Randi meant, of course, that expul-
sion could come for public dissent. No
other Councilor present (Gardner was
not) said a word to suggest any other
inference. | might add that two months
later Randi foolishly boasted about
how he “had to work to keep Dennis in
line" in Washington, having convinced
himself, apparently, that his threats
had kept me quiet.

How these things grow! In 1975 and
1976 it was just a dumb, arrogant mis-
take by only three CSICOP Fellows. In
1977 it was their BS report, deliberate
deception-cover-up. The next year,
1978, brought Kurtz’s attempts first to
bribe me and then (secretly) to eject
me. Now there were Randi's threats.

As we were milling around, one
Councilor asked where Abell was. In-
deed, where was Abell? This, after all,
was the awaited moment of the show-
down Kurtz had threatened — to blow
away the amateur. (Zelen also didn't
show.) CSICOP’s leader announced
that Abell had a cold and was confined
to his room. | wondered if it was a
paranormal flu bug that might wane
just in time to permit Abell to give his
press-conference speech next day. (It
did.)

The evening session studiously
avoided the prescheduled Gauquelin
discussion. Finally | raised the issue.
Klass helpfully jumped in to say that it
was too late in the evening. Kurtz per-
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versely objected that Abell and Zelen
weren’t there. Randi said not a word
— but Skeptical Inquirer editor Ken
Frazier said I'd waited patiently and
Ray Hyman suggested we discuss the
matter.

| started right out by saying that this
was an issue that would determine
whether the Committee was worthy of
existence. The provisional hope to jet-
tison sTARBABY was now im-
possible. The language of the original

Randi repeatedly cracked,
"Drink the Kool-Aid, Dennis."

Control Test Challenge and subse-
quent testaments to its “definitive” na-
ture had left no way around the fact
that we had lost and Gauquelin had
won.

Klass, ever ready with useful re-
marks, interrupted to say that all this
sounded like "just a lot of griping.”

Randi continued to say nothing ex-
cept at one point he suggested that |
not answer even the direct questions of
a reporter at the upcoming press con-
ference.

Kurtz wouldn't admit that sTAR-
BABY was a loss. He fell back on the
alleged support ofthe absent Abell and
Zelen, so | reminded him of our No-
vember 19 phone conversation in
which he had tried privately to blame
the whole mess on them. | then pro-
duced and read Councilor Gardner's
letter calling the Control Test a
hilarious mess. At this point Kurtz
sprang from his seat and roared,
“Well, you're wrong!" He grabbed the
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letter, glanced at it in disbelief and an-
nounced that Gardner didn’t know
what he was talking about.

Continuing with his helpful sugges-
tions, Klass urged that | state the prob-
lem in writing! (1 was the only party
who had.)

During all this Kurtz nevertook into
account the depth of my reluctance to
harm CSICOP, a movement | had co-
founded with him. So to Kurtz’s sur-
prise and temporary relief | said noth-
ing at the press conference and did not
even raise my hand to ask a question.
Naively, | still had hopes for CSICOP
— shortly to be dashed forever.

From the press conference we went
to lunch. | was asked to sit with Abell
and Kurtz. Disturbed that | was yet
again getting into a nonwritten ex-
change, | quickly went over to Ken
Frazier and Bob Sheaffer and told
them that things were probably going
to be said to which there ought to be
an outside witness. Would either come
and sit in on it? Not a chance — both
flatly refused. It was then | knew
CSICOP would probably never get
well.

Abell and | were introduced. He re-
membered to mention his cold and at
first sniffed convincingly (especially
for someone with no red around his
nose) but neglected to do so fater.

Now, 10 minutes after the comple-
tion of his press conference with no
embarrassment, Kurtz's plan to sup-
press my dissenting September 18 re-
port came out of the closet. As the
three of us sat down to lunch, Kurtz
and Abell said they and Zelen would
write the published report and in it
“On December 12. 1080 Abel give a completely ifer-

ason for not showing up at the scheduled show-
down He said he wasn't invited!
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thank me for doing the calculations.
Whereas earlier Kurtz had tried to
disavow blame for sSTARBABY, this
time it was Abell who was unloading
responsibility for it. When 1 expressed
abhorrence ofthe BS report, Abell re-
plied that he was in Europe and didn't
réad it before cosigning it. Kurtz shot
back, “Oh, yes, you did!"*

A few minutes later Christopher
Evans (since deceased) came by and
took the empty fourth chair at our
table. Within seconds of his joining us
Abell had told him of his BBC televi-
sion series and all three were talking of
such matters. Right then it dawned on
me. | had come to promote open-
ended scientific research — but the
real purpose here was media wheeling
and dealing. And that is why we were
meeting at the temple of CSICOP’s
faith, the National Press Club.

The subsequent afternoon proceed-
ings dealt primarily with international
organizing and publicity schemes. But
no one seemed interested in defining
what all the hoopla wasfor. Which was
reasonable enough — because that was
what it was for.

N JANUARY 17, 1979,1 wrote a
memorandum on the dirty deal-

ing I'd witnessed. 1 sent it and another

memo (“On Fighting Pseudoscience
with Pseudoscience”) to most of
CSICOP’s Fellows. | inquired of Bart
Bok if he could find a competent
astronomer to take over my duties.
The first Fellow to phone Randi

* el Decermber 12. 1980, version: he doetn remen-
Wheterhe ead I 1975 Abel cosgned

et ZA paper which repeated the same old BS
Mement hen e canceded (pvatly Iy 168011 e
et o along on e and Zelen
hcldvg]éhe O RARAV IR Evaycsy shorammat
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about the memoranda asked him about
various charges they contained. Randi
admitted uncomfortably that they were
true as far as he knew — but then he
quickly changed the subject.

More often, however, the Counci-
lors — the same ones who had chided
me for ad hominems — declared,
“Dennis is just a wild man.” Someone
who acts on principle probably does
appear to CSICOPs to be a creature
from the antipodes.

Since we're speaking of “wild™
Klass and Randi reacted to my January
memos by claiming they couldn't un-
derstand the indictment!

Klass added another fantastic touch
to Council's reaction, contending that
it was fruitless to try to "turn back the
clock like Uri Geller.” Funny, 1 used
to know a Phil Klass who circulated
long lists of conflicting statements
made by Allen Hynek, going back
many years, asking if these are the
same Allen Hyneks. And this was the
same Phil Klass who now wasn't inter-
ested in the past?

Many of CSICOP’s Fellows fell for
the unity pitch or copped a none-of-
my-business plea. A letter from one
Fellow amused me in light of Council
pretenses that it didn't understand the
charges. His letter, dated January 26,
1979, makes plain how clear my
January memos were. The writer un-
derstood that the experimental results
supported Gauquelin, that Kurtz,
Abell and Zelen had screwed up the
test and that CSICOP’s leaders, pri-
marily Kurtz, had tried to cover up the
mess, thereby creating a “Buffalo-
gate.” This writer said he had long
harbored doubts about the way
CSICOP was being run.
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A later letter written by the same
Fellow contains a prescient sentence:
“1 regard your charges as very serious.
... Something must be ﬁone hefore we
read about all ofthis in Fate.

I received a long letter from J.
Derral Mulholland, one of the world’s
leading celestial mechanics experts.
He permitted me to distribute the let-
ter to CSICOP’s Fellows.

The letter said Mulholland had been
unaware that CSICOP had an elite
Council that apparently was answer-
able to nobody. Council members evi-
dently were using CSICOP’s name to
advance their personal ends. Some
persons associated with the organiza-
tion were making pronouncements on
subjects outside their area of compe-
tence. If CSICOP were to remain
scientifically credible, it had better use

"Something mustbe done before
we read about this in Fatc/*

scientific methods such as controlled
tests with predefined criteria for suc-
cess and failure, and nonprotaganists
should judge the results. Alibis, image
problems and economic concems were
irrelevant to the real issues.

| proposed Mulholland as a Fellow,
someone who might replace my astro-
nomical input. This proposal was
never even acknowledged.

Y APRIL 1979 Council, which
had held its breath for months,
breathed again, this time a deep

of relief: no resignations and no news
stories. Kurtz phoned on April 9, hop-
ing to placate me. | said to put the



answers to my questions on sTAR-
BABY in writing. That was that.

The next day Frazier offered this
alibi for nonpublication of my Sep-
tember 18 report: he wished some-
one would write an article that
straightened out the “mess” once and
for all, but there seemed no way to re-
solve the matter, even though Frazier
confessed to a “gut feeling” that |
might be right in some of my cri
cisms.

He claimed that my writings on the
controversy were unclear and over-
heated. But in fact CSICOP’s own
eventual referee reports found my Sep-
tember 18 report (which for now
Frazier refused for Jack of clarity) to be
clearer than KZA's report on the same
material. Also my original unanswered
questions to KZA were all exceedingly
polite — before the censorial outrages
starting in autumn 1978

I replied on April 19:

. incredible — even aside from the
various matters you (along with the rest of
the Council) continue to shut your eyes to.
In particular, you [all] still attempt fo pre-
tend that you don't understand the
[STARBABY] problem and don't know
how to go about doing so. This is a ploy
fully worthy of the kooks. As you well
know. 1 have urged the refereeing of the
matter for months. The only reply has been:
silence.

What sort of Committee claims (in its
very title) to be in the business oftesting oc-
cult claims, yet can't even find a way to
evaluate its own first and biggest tes(v Wha{
use s its testing, if the Committe
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(@) Which side has made a complete,
open, written record — vs. a year of refusal
to commit answers in writing, while franti-
cally juggling stories privately?

(b) Which has tried to silence the other
by expulsion?

(c) Which has called for refereeing-arbi-
tration? Which has steadfastly ignored the
suggestion?

In any controversy within the Commit-
tee, it is always possible that the mistaken
paly will (instead of owning up) put up a

of alibis and -
ties (just like the occultists do, every time
they lose). In that case, is the attitude of the
Councilto be that, well, the whole matter is
too complicated to adjudicate?!

At this time Kurtz attempted to per-
suade Gauquelin to agree to the sup-
pression of even my mild September
18 report. He also tried to dissuade
Gauquelin from visiting me during the
latter's April trip to San Diego.

He nevertold me any ofthis. Instead
he pretended (as he had the previous
year) that he might be willing to pub-
lish my report if KZA got to sum it all
up afterward. And this is roughly how
it was done eventually.

However, my challenge to call in
outside refereeing (as Abell had
promised in September-October 1976
Humanist) to determine the truth did
not tempt the Committee.

During this period Randi would
occasionally phone up for a friend-
ly “just-happened-to-be-thinking-of-
you" chat. | suspected he was trying to
draw out of me statements of anger or

be counted upon to report the resu\ls
honestly?

As for the no-compromise pose:

(1) Most of the Councilors (including
Kurtz and Abell) either know or strongly
suspect the truth. The problem isn't what's
the truth but how to deal with it, p.r.-wise.

(2) Even without any scientific back-
ground one can just observe:

of di i ion. Despite his private
rages Randi wished to make no public
waves. When | asked him why, he re-
peated the tired old alibi that the oc-
cultist kooks would whoop it up if
Kurtz fell. But he claimed that he had
dressed down Kurtz (privately) in
Washington in December. He stated
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without qualification that Gardner,
Hyman and he all supported my scien-
tific position on the sSTARBABY mess.
(I knew, however, that he was telling
all inquiring Fellows that a little old
nonstatistician like himself just
couldn't understand the problem.)
Next Randi (and soon afterwards
Bob Sheaffer) tried to get me involved
in new projects, i.e., diversions. As

hoped he and the other Councilors
could find a way out of a long-standing
problem. Randi observed that
CSICOP was always under the watch-
ful eye of irrationalists who chortled at
every apparent failing, as witness the
response to Truzzi’s fesignation. At
the Washington meeting he had feared
the Gauquelin affair would be brought
up in front of reporters. That would

Skeptical Inquirer editor Kendrick Frazier confessed to a
"gut feeling” that | might be rightin some of my criticisms.

part of this effort Randi asked my ad-
vice on the Helmut Schmidt para-
psychology experiment which some
CSICOPs had been investigating. |
simply urged that it be approached
with all the caution KZA had thrown
to the winds in 1975 and 1976. He as-
sured me how cautious he was in the
testing for his well-publicized $10,000
prize for proof of psychic abilities (for
which he acts as policeman judge and
jury — and thus never has supported

my idea of neutral judgment of
CSICORP tests. "I always have an out,”
he said.

HINGS HAD quieted down by
T late spring 1979. All the while |

have been unfortunate because
CSICOP cannot afford to wash its
dirty linen in public.

But then Randi hit upon a solution.
Why should CSICOP worry about the
Gaugquelin matter? If (Randi's
emphasis) the thing was a mistake.
Councilors should decide once and for
all that it was never a CSICOP project
and be done with it.

Randi's letter touched on another
subject of interest to both sides of the
paranormal controversy, relative to my
proposal (in an early issue of Skeptical
Inquirer) that the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science
reevaluate its decision to let the Para-
psychological Association be affiliated

was mercifully occupied at sane, norwith it ifthe PA could not produce a

CSICOP projects.

Then on June 24 Randi phoned
mentioning he'd just talked with
Truzzi. Randi seemed suddenly
anxious to settle the STARBABY
problem. Two days later he wrote a
letter to the Council stamped CONFI-
DENTIAL on both pages. It said he

repeatable experiment. A petition |
had circulated among the Fellows had
drawn support from some of
CSICOP's leading lights.

His letter said that when physicist

~See Jemme Clark and J Gcldon Mellon's "The Crusade
t the Paranormal.” September and October 1979
TE for Marcello Truui's account of these events.
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John Archibald Wheeler denounced
the parapsychologists (as he had done
the previous January) and urged that
they be kicked out of the AAAS,
Councilors “cheered.” But they “for-
got™ that | had suggested the same
thing and been rebuffed.

Curiously, the following November
Randi cosigned a letter to the PA stat-
ing, "We have no intention of request-
ing the ‘expulsion’ ofthe Parapsycho-
logical Association from the AAAS
and would be opposed to such a move”
(Spring 1980 Skeptical Inquirer). | will
leave it to the higher theologians on
the Council to reconcile this statement
with the foregoing CONFIDENTIAL
document's statement, “We cheered."

| might have been more impressed
with the CONFIDENTIAL letter had
it not been for another piece of mail
that arrived the same day. it was a let-
ter from Jerome Clark of FAtE asking
me to relate the STARBABY episode
for publication.

The mystery of Randi's strangely
sudden desire to open up sTARBABY
evaporated. Before answering ate |
called Randi (on July 6) and asked
whethegr perchance Truzzi had men-
tioned Fate during their communica-
tion just before Randi phoned me on
June 24.1 got a well-we-talked-about-
a-lot-of-things response and hmm-
well-maybe-we-did.

| mentioned the coincidence of his
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let’'s-get-moving CONFIDENTIAL
letter atriving the very day | heard
from Fate after six months of
CSICOP inaction. It was about a 200-
to-one shot. He suggested “syn-
chronicity.” (And CSICOP is sup-
posed to be anriparanormal.)

Randi also admitted (having learned
elsewhere that | already knew) the
Kurtz-Nisbet-Klass-Randi plan to try
to silence my dissent at the December
6 National Suppress Club meeting.

We hung up on slightly better terms
than I'd expected although | remained
ﬁuite disgusted that only the threat of

ate exposure had produced even
token motion toward nonsuppression.

I had asked Randi the big question,
the question all CSICOPs will be ask-
ing themselves for years to come:
Why? Why get involved in a conspir-
acy that was as stupid as it was low?
Why do something that would mark
him and CSICOP for the rest of their
lives? The reply was ever the same: We
can't let the mystics rejoice. A lifetime
price — just to prevent a little
transient cuckoo chirping.

On August 11 Randi again wrote the
Council o discuss CSICOP's response
to the FAte interview with Truzzi,
saying the latter had been dumped be-
cause he wanted the journal (then
called The Zetetic) to be a scholarly
rather than a popular publication.

| told the Council I'd be open with
Fate‘ Part of my reasoning was that.
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although | didn't wish to hurt ration-
alism, 1 felt that realpolitik cynics
were taking advantage of that very re-
luctance and their increasing power
was endangering rationalism's reputa-
tion. These were the wrong people to
be carrying the cause's banner.

As the FATE-story realization set in.
Council reacted like the White House
when it learned that John Dean had sat
down with the prosecution. The
awareness of how much | knew and
what would happen if | told all — this
was the stuff of nightmares. Thus a
new game plan was needed: Be nice to
the wild man. Soothe. Flatter. Laugh
at hisjokes. Project as honest and self-
critical an image as possible — at least
until the problem subsides again.

By August 24 Frazier had received
from Kurtz a 45-page package of four
papers; the shortest of them was my
original September 18 report on my
Gaugquelin results. Kurtz evidently
hoped to bury the embarrassing parts
(mild as they were) of my report in the
sheer volume of print.

Since | had repeatedly requested
refereeing, the board decided it would
have to go through the motions.

Refereeing in professional journals
is the backbone of the legitimate
scientific community. In serious jour-
nals the process requires months of
careful examination, often back-and-
forth  communication among author,
editor and referees.

But if this were done now, some
blunt, explicit revisions I'd already
promised (last April 5) might have
time to find their way into my pre-
viously-gentle September 18 report.
So, professing fear that Gauquelin
might “skoop” (sic) CSICOP, Frazier
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suddenly sent the 45-page, four-paper
package to various CSICOPs (not neu-
tral referees as promised in Sep-
tember-October 1976 Humanist) —
with the demand that the results be
back within 10 days! Maybe it wasjust
another of our paranormal coinci-
dences that | was away from home
while this was going on.

Council reacted like the
White House when itlearned
John Dean had sat down
with the prosecution.

All of this activity took place with-
out my knowledge — although | was
the author of one of the papers, the
calculator of the entire study, a
Councilor and associate editor of the
magazine. Thus two referees, as yet
unaware of the problems with the
Control Test (defended in KZA's
paper in the Gauquelin package), were
insulated from my pointing these out
to them. And my own paper was being
rushed into print not only without my
approval of its form but in actual de-
fiance of my written statement that |
would have to revise it in the direction
of bluntness.

When | returned to San Diego late
on October 1, 1979, | learned that
Frazier had left a message on Septem-
ber 24 saying that his deadline was
October 1. Still no mention of the se-
cret rush-refereeing, which | learned
ofonly upon telephone questioning the
next day. | asked for copies.

When the material arrived on the
sixth the consensus of CSICOP's own
referees was in my favor (versus Pro-
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fessors Kurtz, Zelen and Abell) in all
major departments: (a) clarity, (b)
technical competence, (c) honesty and
(d) defensibility of conclusions. No
scientific criticisms were leveled
against my report, while the two statis-
ticians among the referees criticized
the KZA paper on various grounds.

Only one of these two referees had
been forewarned (not just by me)
about the problems with the 1977 BS
report, the central nonsense of which
KZA were again ladling out. Ap-
palled, he counseled neutral refereeing
by appropriate experts before rushing
into publication.

Here are some excerpts from the
referee report (on KZA contributions
to the Gauquelin package) by the sole
Councilor trained in statistics:

1would be irresponsible if I did not point
out serious defects in the documents in their
present form ... amibiguities should be
avoided — especially if they can be inter-
preted as evasions or ways to wriggle out of
a prior commitment ... quibbling over
whether to include [a very few] females in
the sample . . looks like post hoc playing
around to push the data in their [KZA'S]
favor. At what point did they [KZA] decide
NOT to include females — after they knew
the results or before? The same can be said
over the splitting of the data to try to show
that the major effect is carried by the Paris
[-bom athletes]. Again this is post hoc. Be-
sides the splitting of the small sample into
even smaller subsamples, of course, lowers
the power [of the study's significance] con-
siderably - .. What is important is that the
entire sample, taken as a whole, shows the
[Mars] effect ... Such post hoc rummag-
ing [for possible hitherto-unnoted trends in
the data] has to be kept in perspective. It
can supply ideas and hypotheses for a new
study but it has no basis for drawing con-
clusions [for this study].

| suspect that as a LEGAL debate G won
this first round [Control Test. Afterwards,
it appears other factors] than a true Mars
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effect. .. might account for the correlation.
But, as originally stated, G has won. ... |
hope that they [KZA] can see that a neutral
reader ... can interpret their criticisms as
post hoc attempts to wriggle out of an un-
comfortable situation.

HE FIRST weekend after my
October 2 call to Frazier, Kurtz

phoned, dripping charm. | urged that

ifthe package was to be published, the
Statistician-Councilor's referee report
ought to be published instead of
KZA's.

1 revised my September 18, 1978,
report in the promised direction of
bluntness and submitted it to Frazier
on October 8, 1979, telling him that if
there were any alterations not cleared
with me, | wanted a note printed with
the paper stating that deletions had
occurred over the author’s protest and
that the missing portions could be ob-
tained directly from me.

On the morning of October 12
Frazier was happily protecting Skepti-
cal Inquirer's innocent readership by
blue-penciling out all my report’s rev-
elations of KZA's fumbling (leaving
intact, of course, all its negative scien-
tific revelations about Gauquelin's
claims, including the nonreplication
[13'/2 percent versus the 22 percent in
the French data] in the American
sample ). Suddenly he came upon my
request for a printed note regarding
the existence of unauthorized dele-
tions. He lunged for the phone and got
through to me with the opening saluta-
tion, delivered in a loud growl, tense
with rage, "'l am pissed offat you.” He

1 But the potential significance of the 13 I<2-percent re-
sult, which disconftimed the Mars Efféct's 2 percent (at
a 10.000-t0-one level), waslost due to KZA's 1977 prec-
edent and subsequent obsession with posi hoc sample
splitting in their own favor.
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said my note was "blackmail.”

Frazier went on in this vein for some
time before easing off to mere
exasperation. | reminded him that |
had said a year ago that CSICOP
would publish non-neutrally-refereed
BS sham over my dead body (which is
just the way it happened) in a maga-
zine of which | was a responsible asso-
ciate editor. If Frazier insisted on
printing — at great length — what five
of his six associate editors privately
deemed questionable science and/or
intentional pretense, 1 would insist just
as adamantly on protesting such in my
briefpaper. As the person who had ac-
tually performed the experiment, | felt
that this was perfectly reasonable.

Frazier, editor of a magazine born
to tear down dumb beliefs, said such
criticism would create dissension and
“confuse” the readers. We finally left
it that he would send an edited version
and see if we could agree.

Instead, as the final deadline ap-
proached, Frazierjust sat on it. | final-
ly phoned on October 20 and left a
message — no reply. | telephoned
again two days later and was curtly in-
formed that the report would be pub-
lished his way or not at all. He said
that Kurtz opposed publishing my re-
port at all.

| received Frazier's edited version
the next day. | phoned him small (un-
disputed) changes on October 27 and
28 and on November 4, quietly but
pointedly reminding him on each oc-
casion that | protested his substantial
deletions and his bowdlerization of my
very mention of these deletions (into a
version designed to indicate to the read-
er that no deletions had occurred).

On November 6, two days after a
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last request to Frazier to reconsider, |
circulated a memo to all my fellow as-
sociate editors:

Alone among the Councilors, | still have
no compensation for travel expenses to the
last Council meeting (c. S230). | have
booked a flight to this one — the cost will
be nearly $400 just for the plane, and |
have to stay 7 days (at my own expense)just
to keep the rate down to that. This must be
paid in a (very) few days — and | won't do
that unless all 630 dollars are here before-
hand.

My upcoming Skeptical Inquirer article
(1979 Winter) on the Gauquelin matter has
been neatly censored here and there, so |
have asked to add a statement saying so and
suggesting that readers who wish to consult
the original version may do so by contacting
me. This sentence has itself been bowd-
lerized (so that it reads as if no tamper-
ing occurred). It seems to me that to
distort the meaning ofa contributor's state-
ment over his explicit protest, especially
when he is an "Associate Editor” — what-
ever that means — is a serious matter.
Therefore, | will here ask the other
members of the Skeptical Inquirer Editorial
Board whether they concur in this action
.. none of this should be published until
the KZ&A [Control Test] is competently, in-
dependently refereed. Another point 1 have
vainly stressed to Ken [Frazier]: there has
been some faint hope of dissociating
CSICOP from this disaster. The forthcom-
ing package seals the matter forever:
opening and closing arguments (and
pseudoscientific obfuscations of the clear
outcome) coauthored by CSICOP's Chair-
man and a CSICOP Fellow who is [senior]
editor of the forthcoming Scribner's book
IScience and the Paranormal/ attacking
everybody else’s pseudoscience (full of
CSICOP contributors).

1 must also say that these same two
gentlemen have each attempted privately to
blame the other authors for the adventure.
They had an amusing argument on this
point in my presence 1978/12/6. Yet they
now [in their upcoming articles] have the
brass to pretend to Skeptical Inquirer's read-
ership that there is nothing amiss. This is
deliberate sham. And | think most (ifnot all)
of you know so or strongly suspect it.
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When he read this Frazier blew his
stack again and on November 9 wrote
a memo declaring he had deleted only
“one sentence from a late-added foot-
note" (emphasis in original). False —
there were in fact a dozen deletions.

Frazier's letter conveniently con-
fused his right to edit (which 1 never
had questioned) with his right to alter
the meaning of a brief note telling the
reader where to obtain the unedited
version.

N NOVEMBER 15 Randi
O phoned trying to find out wheth-
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(who never really believed 1 wasn't
coming) carefully held a closed-door
minipress conference that was kept a
secret even from some attending
Councilors until they were in the room
and the doors were closing.

Equally surprising to some Counci-
lors was the decision, made that same
day, to hold an “&lection.” No prior
announcement had been made —
which violates every established code
of parliamentary procedure.

By another of our paranormal coin-
cidences, only one person was "not re-
nominated” and 1 was replaced by

er | meant my November 6 promigéell. It was then decided to put off

not to come to next month’s Council
meeting in New York City unless both
1978 and 1979 fares were paid. (After
badgering from Frazier, Kurtz in early
November had sent the 1979 fare only,
citing a ridiculous excuse for not send-
ing the 1978 fare.) | replied to Randi
that if he cared (his ostensible reason
for calling) he should tell Kurtz to wire
the still-unpaid 1978 fare.

| also made an offer which, in view
ofall that had happened, was about as
forgiving as one could possibly be: |
said that Council would have no more
trouble with sTARBABY if Skeptical
Inquirer would publish the dissents of
those Councilors who knew the truth
about it — the same suggestion made
to Frazier a month earlier in regard to
publishing the Statistician-Councilor's
referee report. They were not in-
terested.

| heard nothing further. Even my
November 6 note to Martin Gardner,
asking him if he planned to be at the
meeting, went unanswered.

As might be expected, at the
December 15, 1979, meeting Kurtz

the Abell announcement for some
weeks so that there would seem to be
no connection.

A comedy high is the December 21
letter 1 received more than 10 days
after the meeting from Randi, the ap-
pointed bearer ofthe tidings that 1 had
been unanimously dumped or, as he so
delicately put it, “not reelected.”
Randi hoped we could continue to be
good friends. Also, since | was still on
the editorial board, he urged me to
write regularly for Skeptical Inquirer.

I thought it was curious that one
who was such a horror that he merited
unanimous expulsion should at the
same time be asked to stay on as asso-
ciate editor and publish lots in the
CSICOP journal.

Along the same line, | received a
January 5, 1980, letter from Abell,
four solid pages of “gush” (Abell’s

word). | felt 1 was in danger of spiri-
tual diabetes from the syrup that had

oaraner LM me on novcmner z.t. tvnti. mat mere naa
ben no lecion, st a oot (e offcal mtes, dated
January 8, do ot even mention the matter), adding &
week later that since Kurtz owns the CSICOP mailing
Tist, parliamentary rules are “crap.”
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been poured over me all through 1979.
(The funniest inundation had come
from, of all people, Gardner, at
Randi's behest.) The truth is, my ad-
miring “friends,” who “reluctantly”
(Randi's adverb) voted my ejection at
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from the author" with: “Deletions from this
paper are available from the author at his
address. This December CSICOP Council
unanimously decided soon to replace me on
the Council with George Abell?" Ifyou kill
one sentence, consider the other separately.
(If some particular words or phrases bother

| felt | was in danger of spiritual diabetes from the syrup
that had been poured over me all through 1979.

the December 15 meeting, had a long
argument at this very meeting trying to
identify the boob responsible for get-
ting me onto the Council in the first
place!

My reaction to ejection was not
quite what Council expected. On
December 31 | wired Frazier a re-
quest that a note be printed at the end
of my upcoming Gauquelin-package
article stating that "following editorial
disagreement over these articles” | had
been "unanimously ejected,” which
was undeniably true.

Frazier refused this (in a January 9
letter) as "inappropriate and inaccu-
rate in its implication of cause and ef-
fect.”

Back on December 18 Frazier had
written me to say that Skeptical
Inquirer Assistant Editor Doris Doyle
had emphasized it was too late to make
any further changes in the Gauquelin
package. Yet, nearly a month later, on
January 12. Doyle told me that even
then there was time for alterations.
Consistency was hard to come by.

So on January 14 | sent Frazier an-
other "Mailgram:

Since the mechanicals are still with
Doris (who says you refused my [ follow-
ing editorial disagreement] statement),
please replace ‘““Further commentary

you. have Doris phone me today regarding
my OK of possible changes.) | repeat my
request for written reasons for your censor-
ing my attempts to make these simple state-
ments to Skeptical Inquirer readers.

At this point. | am not interested in
promises regarding future letters column
space, since what can one make of Coun-
cil's word, after its recent clandestine “elec-
tion" and customary secrecy regarding
Abell's upcoming elevation? — Dennis
Rawlins. Associate Editor?

Frazier replied the next day by de-
creeing that he would allow no more
changes. Any announcement of my
nonreelection to the Council would
have to be carried in Skeptical In-
quirer's news column because, he said,
it was “irrelevant” in a research re-
port. On February 16 | took Frazier
up on his offer and prepared this state-
ment for the news column.

| am resigning from the Skeptical Inquirer
Editorial Board (effective on SI publication
of this notice) in reaction to the Board's
handling of empirical testing (when the re-
sults do not come out as expected) as well as
(among other matters) the CSICOP
Council's surprise December “election” in
New York (not even known to some attend-
ing Councilors until a fraction of a day be-
fore it occurred) — at which private event
it was unanimously decided that | should be
“not renominated” (in absentia) and that
(after a cosmetic interval) George Abell
was to be elevated to Councilor. What this
sleight of ballot switch portends for the fu-
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ture scientific level and integrity of the rul-
ing body of CSICOP can be most quickly
understood from a careful reading of our
[Abell's and my] respective contributions
(especially the pre-edited versions) in the
1979-80 Winters/.

The Council wants to make it perfectly
clear that Abell's (public) support for — as
against my long-contained (now surfacing)
criticism of — CSICOP's conduct during its
four-year involvement in testing Gau-
quelin's neoastrology, has NOTHING to do
with Council's December move. Sl readers
who wish to believe in this paranormal
miracle of acausal synchronicity are urged
not to contact me at the below address.

Meanwhile | privately urged that
the other Councilors think of rational-
ism’s reputation ahead of their own
immediate interests and resign.

On April 10 Frazier reneged: “The
resignation letter you asked to be pub-
lished is not appropriate for publica-
tion. Such internal matters are best
dealt with by private tirculation. |
feel strongly about that.”

Although my letter of resignation
stated that it became effective only
when published, Frazier tossed me off
the editorial board anyway — without
giving me notice or cause. Abell was
my replacement.

One other dissent has been kept
from Skeptical Inquirer readers. The
identity of the mystery guest in dis-
sent-space? George Abell! In 1980
Abell hired UCLA grad student Albert
Lee to compute the expectation curve
for the Gauquelin experiment.
According to a May 3, 1980, letter
Abell wrote to Gauquelin, Lee's
results agreed with Gauquelin’s and
mine. Thus Abell learned (some years
too late) that 17 percent, not 22 per-

iess that's why Frazier prevented my stating in Skepti-

*1 gue
ol Tnqulrer tha deletad naterial was Avaabte hom my
private address!

FATE

cent, is the chance figure after all.
Poof goes the Control Test (based
upon the hope that Gauquelin's 22-
percent Mars Effect results were
merely chance level in disguise).

As the truth becomes undeniable,
what will CSICOP do? Perhaps as the
Smoking Letter (as well he
prospect of total exposure in Faaste) is
considered, CSICOP may be heard to
protest that it was most anxious to get
the truth to the public but delayed
somewhat in the interests of cautious
science — thereby explaining, of
course, things like 10-day refereeing
and rushing a Challenge to press to
beat a publishing deadline.

EPILOGUE
CAN SUM up by noting that:
CSICOP?s idea of internal scan-

dal-preventing is not to eject the cul-
prits but to eject those who expose
them. A Watergate analogy would be
to throw Sam Ervin out of Congress
and keep Nixon as President on his
promise not-to-do-it-again.

The foregoing account was drafted
between March 26 and May 15, 1980.
The great bulk of it, however, was not
typed until December 1980 through
January 1981 due in part to the press
of researches in nonparanormal-re-
lated areas of scholarship. | was re-
minded of CSICOP in October 1980
by three incidents that occurred to-
gether and not coincidentally:

(1)1 was dropped as a CSICOP Fel-
low without being informed, much less
being told why in writing.

(2) I was attacked (along with Gau-
quelin) in the most insulting fashion
in the letters section of Fall 1980 Skep-
tical Inquirer by the same Fellow
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whose mistakes in "Objections to As- two or three press persons who had

trology" began sTARBABY. been sufficiently interested in CSICOP
(3) The last October event ex- to show up.
plained Item One — my ejection from Phil Klass, looking unwell, rushed

the full Committee. Council an- over to growl through clenched jaw,
nounced its annual meeting and press  “You're sick!” He said that after all
conference for December 12, 1980, at this time | should drop it, in effect

Klass growled through clenched jaw, "You're sickl"
Itwas a free-for-all orgy of fantasy.

UCLA. The gathering was described  using the cover-up’s long success as a
as a closed “press seminar,” only for justification for its perpetuation.
Fellows and invitees. The Council then retired to a pri-
| telegraphed Kurtz on December |  vate meeting. Over Kurtz's protest |
to suggest that the neoastrology testbe just walked into the meeting. Kurtz
openly debated at the meeting. | re- then tried to preannounce a five-min-
ceived no reply. ute limit to a Gauquelin discussion. |
Therefore | simply appeared at the never got five minutes of straight
meeting, correctly judging that Kurtz narrative. It was a free-for-all orgy of
wouldn't risk creating a scene by hav- fantasy, with Councilors interrupting
ing me ejected bodily before his be- so often that they interrupted each
loved press corps. | was privately as- other’s interruptions.
sured that the Gauquelin matter would The Council agreed there was not
be discussed at 5:00 P.M. As insurance the slightest connection between my
that it be held, | stood up during the unique expulsion and my equally
question-and-answer period and men-  unique insistence on honest reporting
tioned in passing that there would be a of STARBABY. It was just that | had
5:00 P.M. hearing concerning sTAR-  behaved rudely.

BABY and the reasons for my ejection | pointed out that before Kurtz tried

from CSICOP. No Councilor contra-  suppressing me, beginning in Septem-

dicted me. ber 1978, | was patient and gentle, a
At 5:00 Kurtz stood up and, instead  trusting chump.

of announcing the promised discus- My request that offenses justifying

sion, adjourned the press conference. expulsion be specified brought on the
Twice bit, thrice shy. In anticipa- Morganisms. Kurtz could come up
tion 1 had with me four pages of with only two pre-September 1978
Xeroxed expose material. After a few claims:
minutes' abortive attempts to have (1) A letter | had written on Febru-
Randi and others honor their promise, ary 6, 1978, to the University of
| simply distributed the material to Toronto regarding an astrology con-
everyone in the room, including the ference to be held there the next
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month. Supposedly | had put pressure
on the university to cancel the meet-
ing. | refuted this phony charge by
reading from a Xerox copy of the let-
ter, which made it clear | was object-
ing only to the grossly unbalanced
composition of the proposed panel
(which certainly would have disgraced
the university); in fact | had encour-
aged the invitation ofa broad selection
of experts on both sides, hoping for a
meaningful confrontation. Kurtz then
referred to an alleged phone call |
made to the university president. The
only catch is that | never phoned the
president ofthe University of Toronto.

(2) Then Kurtz seriously attempted
to define my other excommunicable
offense as my proposal that the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement
of Science reevaluate the Parapsycho-
logical Association's affiliation with it!
The other Councilors in attendance
were too astonished to comment.
(Kurtz and Frazier had themselves
published this proposal in my article in
Fall-Winter 1977 Skeptical Inquirer.)

Obviously it was a hoked-up sce-
nario. When | asked, a Councilor ad-
mitted that kicking me off the Council
had not even been discussed until just
a week before the December 1978
press conference, where Council
feared 1 would expose sTARBABY.
Indeed, only 10 minutes previously
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Council had attempted again to sup-
press my public dissent at the press
conference we had just left.

There were other moments ofhumor.
Phil Klass claimed he didn't under-
stand the neoastrology dispute, reviv-
ing the alibi first heard early in 1979.1
asked then why Frazier had chosen
Klass as one of CSICOP's instant
referees and why Klass had in fact
written one of the five private referee
reports. Incredibly. Klass denied hav-
ing done so! | instantly produced and
circulated a Xerox copy of this non-
existent report. As it began passing
around the table, Klass said that he
had recommended against publishing
the package. Those who were reading
his report, dated September 10. 1979,
learned the very opposite. | knew the
refereeing had been pro forma but |
wasn't prepared for such obliging con-
firmation.

The bottom line is;

Every one ofthe Councilors who say
they know something about the sSTAR-
BABY knows that it was a disaster.
Yet Skeptical Inquirer readers are
given to believe nothing went wrong.

The last word Frazier allowed to
appear was a letter from Lawrence
Jerome (Fall 1980, page 85) in
which CSICOP offered congratula-
tions to itself for its Gauquelin
project.

Reprints of this 32-page article are available for $1.00
apiece. Order "sTARBABY" by Dennis Rawlins from
FATE, 500 Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, Illinois 60035.
Write for discount on quantity orders.



Deadly Phantoms
of the Tower

Long-ago Keeper of the Crown Jewels denies conventional ghosts

but tells his own tale of two strange apparitions.

By Frank John Reid

ISITORS to England are often
V surprised to find that the Tower

chambers and battlements.
In the 1860’s the magazine Notes

of London is not a single building butand Queries, which published mostly

sprawling 18-acre complex of build-
ings and towers on the north bank of
the Thames. For nine centuries, one or
another of thd buildings which com-
prise Her Majesty’s Royal Palace and
Fortress has held the British Crown
Jewels and Regalia. And for almost as
long yhosts of the famous and infa-
mous have been rumored to haunt its

* See Bruce H. Kn%p
January 1981 FA’

's “They Walk the Bloody Tower.”
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readers’ letters on historical trivia,
carried a lengthy exchange on the
Tower ghosts. It began in the August
25, 1860, issue with the publication of
a letter signed “K. B.””: “Is there not a
ghost story connected with the Tower
of London? And what is it? Has not the
ghost, or appearance, been seen once
at least during this century, and with
fatal results?”

The major responses in the complex
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correspondence that followed were
from Edmund Lenthal Swifte, Keeper
of the Crown Jewels from 1814 to
1852. While in office he had an apart-
ment in the Martin Tower, then the
Jewel House, located on the northeast
comer ofthe inner ring of Tower forti-
fications. Swifte denied that highly-
touted conventional ghosts (such as
that of Sir Walter Raleigh) had been
seen, but he did report two incidents
from his personal experience in the
Martin Tower in 1817.

Swifte was writing 43 years later
when he was 83 years old which might
make his accuracy questionable. But
he answered questions so clearly and
disputed thirdhand accounts so con-
vincingly that we may accept his ver-
sion, for itwas fixed early on in discus-
sions with his family and friends. His
reports concerned manifestations
called "the cylinder” and “the bear."

THE CYLINDER

Swifte wrote that he was having a
late supper one Saturday night in Oc-
tober 1817. He, his wife, their small
son and his wife's sister were in a room
in the Martin Tower which is said on
rather doubtful evidence to have held
Anne Boleyn, Henry VIII's ill-fated
second wife. In Swifte’s words:

“The room was — as it still is — ir-
regularly shaped, having three doors
and two windows, which last are cut
nearly nine feet deep into the outer
wall; between these there is a chimney-
piece projecting far into the room and
(then) surmounted with a large oil pic-
ture. On the night in question, the
doors were all closed, heavy and dark
cloth curtains were let down over the
windows, and the only light in the
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room was that oftwo candles on the ta-
ble. | sat at the foot of the table, my
son on my right hand, his mother
fronting the chimneypiece and her sis-
ter on the opposite side. | had offered
a glass of wine and water to my wife,
when, on putting it to her lips, she
paused and exclaimed, “Good God!
What is that?'

“I looked up and saw a cylindrical
figure, like a glass tube, seemingly
about the thickness of my arm, hover-
ing between the ceiling "and the table:
its contents appeared to be a dense
fluid, white and pale azure, like to the
gathering of a summer cloud, and in-
cessantly rolling and mingling within
the cylinder. This lasted about two
minutes (and then) it began slowly to
move before my sister-in-law; then,
following the oblong shape of the ta-
ble, before my son and myself; passing
behind my wife, it paused for a mo-
ment over her right shoulder (observe,
there was no mirror opposite her in
which she could then behold it). In-
stantly she crouched down and with
both hands covering her shoulder, she
shrieked out, ‘Oh Christ! It has seized
me!

““Even now, while writing, | feel the
fresh horror of that moment. | caught
up my chair, struck at the wainscot be-
hind her, rushed upstairs to the other
children’s room and told the terrified
nurse what | had seen. Meanwhile, the
other domestics had hurried into the
parlour, where their mistress re-
counted to them the scene, even as |
was detailing it above stairs.

“The marvel — some will say the
absurdity — of all this is enhanced by
the fact that neither my sister-in-law
nor my son beheld this ‘appearance.’ "
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In 1817 a vociferous rationalism
held sway and this no doubt explains
why Swifte’s experience was kept
quiet. However, versions of it were
passed on by word of mouth and one of
these, related by Sir David Brewster,
was used by Dr. William Gregory in
his book Letters on Animal Magne-
tism * published in London in 1851.
The Brewster-Gregory account is an
historical object lesson: it is incorrect
in almost every detail.

Neither his seven-year-old son nor
his sister-in-law saw anything, Swifte
emphasizes, although they were
alarmed at his and his wife's reactions.
The sister-in-law always subscribed to
a suggestion made by the Tower chap-
lain, that the Swiftes had somehow
shared the same hallucination. (“My
answer was,” wrote Swifte, “if two,
why not 2000? [This] argument would
reduce history, secular or sacred, to a
fable.”)

Swifte emphatically denied two of
the assertions in the Brewster-Gregory
account: one, that Mrs. Swifte sick-
ened and later died after seeing the ap-
parition; and two, that she had seen a
“form” within the thing. As neither
Swifte nor his wife saw any “form" he
also rejected any parallel with the ex-
perience of Baron de Guldenstubbe.

De Guldenstubbe’s case was related
in R.D. Owen’s Footfalls on the
Boundary of Another World, a book
which was quoted at length by John
Pavin Phillips in Notes and Queries
during the exchange on Tower ghosts.

On the night of March 16, 1854, the
Baron was alone in his Paris apartment
*In 1975 Amo Pre reprinted the fifth edition of this

bk ted Animal egretsm, i liesmerism und s
Phenomena (London. 909> as part of its "Perspeciives
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when eight or 10 “electric shocks” in-
terrupted his insomniac reading. He
went into the next room to light a fire
and thereafter passed between the
rooms several times. He noticed "a
dim column of greyish vapour, slightly
luminous™ in front ofthe fireplace but
thought it was some sort of reflection.
Returning later he found it grown
nearly to the ceiling and glowing blue
like an alcohol flame. Gradually a hu-
man figure took shape in the mist: "a
tall portly old man with a fresh colour,
blue eyes, snow-white hair, thin white
whiskers . and leaning on a cane.”
This figure floated out of the misty
column, put up a hand and bowed to
the wondering de Guldenstubbe. It
then returned to the column which re-
formed around it, grew brighter and
then flickered out.

Despite its resemblance to a “‘matter
transporter" sequence a la Star Trek,
this episode turns out to have con-
cerned an ordinary ghost, one who had
been seen before and decisively identi-
fied as one M. Caron. He had died in
the apartment and ceased appearing
after his daughter had Masses said.

Swifte described the exit of his cy-
linder apparition as different from de
Guldenstubbe’s: “It did not assume
any other form but in the moment of
my wife’s exclamation and my striking
at it with my chair, it crossed the up-
per end ofthe table and disappeared in
the recess at the opposite window.”

It left behind no lasting harm — but
that wasn't the case in the second of
Swifte’s experiences.

THE BEAR
Swifte wrote: “Happen, however, as
it might, following hard at heel the vis-
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itation of my household, one of the
night sentries at the Jewel Office was,
as he said, alarmed by a figure like a
huge bear issuing from underneath the
door; he thrust at it with his bayonet,
which stuck in the door, even as my
chair dinted the wainscot; he dropped
in a fit and was carried senseless to the
guardroom. His fellow sentry declared
that the man was neither asleep nor
drunk, he himself having seen him the
moment before awake and sober. Of
all this, | avouch nothing more than
that 1 saw the poor man in the guard-
house prostrated with terror, and that
in two or three days the ‘fatal result,’
be it of fact or of fancy, was — that he
died.”

The Brewster-Gregory account
turns the Swiftes’ apparition into a de-
mon-headed bear rushing out of the
Martin Tower and charging the sentry.

George Offer, another old-timer
writing to Notes and Queries, had a less
fanciful version: a bearlike shape ran
across the pavement and down some
steps to a Martin Tower door; the sen-
try fainted and died a few hours later.
Offer's date for this is January 1816.

Swifte disputes this date and other
incorrect details, especially that Offer
names the wrong door. It actually hap-
pened at the door to the Jewel Room to
which Swifte had the only key. And
the “bear” episode occurred a few
days after the appearance ofthe "cyl-
inder" in October 1817.

Swifte wrote that the second day af-
ter the occurrence the frightened sen-
try was “changed beyond my recogni-
tion" and he died after another day or
so, despite his reputation for being
“brave and steady."” George Offer tes-
tifies: “The soldier bore a high charac-
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ter for bravery and good conduct. |
was present when his body was
buried with military honours. ...”

A brave man dying of sheer fright
seems unlikely — but it's possible, ac-
cording to pathologists Dr. Marilyn
Cebelin and Dr. Charles S. Hirsch.
Their study of 15 persons who died af-
ter minor but frightful assaults was re-
ported in Science Digest for Novem-
ber-December 1980. Microscopic ex-
amination of the hearts showed
patches of dead cells, probably from
excess adrenalin; heartbeats had be-
come uncoordinated and the victims
died of heart failure. This leads to a
charge of murder ifdeath occurs in a
criminal assault case.

AN EXPLANATION

For the bearlike apparition there
may be a natural explanation. Swifte
himselffound an "under the door" ap-
parition in The Memoirs and Travels of
Sir John Reresby, Bart. (London,
1813). Sir John Reresby (1635-1689)
was a Royalist and became politically
successful after the end of Cromwell's
Republic. In 1683 Reresby became
governor of York by royal fiat, replac-
ing the elected mayor. At the assizes
held March 7, 1687, one defendant
was an old woman condemned for
witchcraft on the evidence of “fits”
and accusations by a “bewitched” boy.
Reresby thought the boy was a faker,
as did the judge who reprieved the old
woman.

But at York Castle, according to
Reresby: “One of my soldiers being
upon guard about eleven in the night
at the gate of Clifford Tower the very
night after the witch was arraigned, he
heard a great noise at the castle and
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going to the porch, he there saw a
scroll of paper creep from under the
door, which, as he imagined by moon-
shine, turned first into the shape of a
monkey, and thence assumed the form
of a turkey-cock, which passed to and
fro by him. Surprised at this, he went
to the prison and called the under-
keeper, who came and saw the scroll
dance up and down and creep under
the door, where there was scarce an
opening of the thickness of half a
crown. This extraordinary story | had
from the mouth of both the one and the
other: and now leave it to be believed
or disbelieved. ,.

Reresby’s Memoirs, first published
in 1734, was reprinted with modern-
ized spelling in 1813. It was a popular
book which suggests the possibility
that pranksters used the scroll story as
a pattern for Swifte’s "under the door"”
apparition.

George Offor says of the “bear" at
the Martin Tower: "It was fully be-
lieved to have arisen from phantasma-
goria."” And he claims that doubling
the number of sentries throughout the
whole Tower of London put a stop to
the phantasmagoric effects.

"Phantasmagoria,” according to the
Oxford English Dictionary, is "a name
invented for an exhibition of optical il-
lusions produced chiefly by means of
the magic lantern, first exhibited in
London in 1802." Like Gothic novels,
these spook shows presented thrilling
but explainable phantoms. A gauze
screen between audience and stage al-
lowed images to be projected from be-
hind it; figures on the screen appear to
dwindle into the distance or to rush
toward the observer with enormous in-
crease in size.
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Both Martin Tower apparitions fit
this possibility. And Swifte himself
mentions that phantasmagoria was
suspected before either incident, for
some "young lady residents" in anoth-
er building were thought to be “mak-
ing phantasmagoria! experiments at
their windows!" But Swifte's letters
and my own research rule out this ex-
planation for the “cylinder.”

First, Swifte is emphatic about the
guard's being doubled to stop such
pranks before the manifestations in
Swifte’s apartment. Second, projection
ofsuch images was impossible through
the deeply recessed windows which
were heavily covered and not in sight
of the suspected young ladies' win-
dows. Further, Swifte’s chamber is not
at ground level. Even so, the Tower
chaplain arranged for an investigation
by a professional phantasmagorist.
This expert said he could duplicate
(and better) the "cylinder" ifhe could
set up his apparatus on a table or (with
windows uncovered) on the seven-gun
battlement a short distance away. This
battlement is Legge’s Mount where at
the time there was always a 24-hour
guard.

Finally, as Swifte wrote, "The most
skillful operator, with every appliance
accorded him, could not produce an
appearance visible to one-halfthe as-
sembly while invisible to the other
half, and bodily laying hold of one in-
dividual among them."

The other case, the “bear," is more
likely to have been phantasmagoria.
Swifte says the door involved is re-
cessed and not in line with the sus-
pects’ windows — but let's not under-
estimate the portability of magic lan-
terns or the agility of pre-Victorian
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“young ladies.” The young sentry may
simply never have seen the then-popu-
lar spook shows and he may have been
frightened by his own shadow dis-
torted in the light of a magic lantern.

Yet how could the pranksters do it
without being seen? And with the
death ofthe sentry resulting, how was
a scandal hushed up?

The last word on these never-to-be-
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solved mysteries came in 1870 from
Edmund Lenthal Swifte. Then in his
90's the old man scoffed at stories of
ghosts, bloodstains and ax shadows on
walls of the Tower of London. "For
my own mysterious visitation, in 1817,
I will but repeat my statements,” he
wrote, “neither subtracting from, nor
adding to, a syllable of their original
verity."

PROTECT OUR ENDANGERED MONSTERS

By George W.

IN RECENT years the growing envi-
ronmental concern of many Ameri-
cans has focused not only on clean air
and pure water but on the protection
of endangered animals. Now this con-
cem is growing to encompass crea-
tures that science says do not exist.

It started some years ago when
Washington’s Skamania County
Gassed an ordinance mandating a

10,000 fine and/or ajail term "not to
exceed five years" for anyone who
shot a Bigfoot.

Comes now the village of Port
Henry on the shore of New York
State’s Lake Champlain with a resolu-
tion aimed at protecting the lake's
legendary monster.

Monster reports are nothing new at
Lake Champlain. The first written re-
port came in 1609 when French ex-
Elorer Samuel De Champlain noted in

is journal that he had seen “a crea-
ture that was serpentlike, about 20
feet long and as thick as a barrel, with
a head that resembled that of a horse."
Present-day sighters (there were four
reports in 1980) agree on the serpen-
tine form and horselike head but esti-
mate the creature's length at 30 to 40
feet.

Fortean researcher Joe Zarzynski.
who has been collecting monster re-

Earley

ports at the lake for nearly a decade,
gets the credit for inspiring Port
Henry's newly promulgated resolu-
tion.

After hearing Zarzynski lecture on
the lake monster. Port Henry resident
George Harrington suggested to
Mayor Robert Brown that the crea-
ture should be protected. The resolu-
tion which the village board passed
unanimously on October 6, 1980, pro-
vides that "all the waters of Lake
Champlain which adjoin the village of
Port Henry are hereby declared off
limits to anyone who would in any way
harm, harass or destroy the Lake
Champlain Sea Monster."

Says Zarzynski: "Hopefully other
lakeshore towns will follow Port
Henry's lead and pass similar resolu-
tions calling for protection of these
creatures. There has to be more than
one but there can't be very many of
them and we should do everything
possible to keep them safe. That's the
message I'm trying to get across."

Does your neighborhood have a
mystery monster? If so, why not ask
your local town or county government
to protect it from harm? After all. why
shouldn't monsters have the same pro-
tection afforded snail darters, bald
eagles and other endangered species?



TALES FROM THE
"TERROR TRIANGLE"

The stories of UFO landings, alien beings, underwater

extraterrestrial bases and siniste

sounded too good to be true —

By Hilary Evans

N THE EARLY months of 1977 a
number of UFO incidents were re-
ported from Pembrokeshire, the out
ing southwesterly corner of Wales
which faces out beyond the southern
coast of Ireland into the broad Atlan-
tic. Eventually these incidents became
the subject of three books as well as
numerous articles in the press and pro-
grams on television and radio. As the
“Welsh Triangle,” the “Dyfed Enig-
ma” and the “Pembrokeshire Flap,”
the affair passed into UFO history.
There were some 50 separate sight-
ings. Some involved landings and oc-
cupants. Luminous balls chased cars
and sinister “Men in Black" appeared.
Cattle were teleported and television
sets and cars were mysteriously de-
stroyed. Strangest of all was the story
that an offshore rock, uninhabited ex-
cept by seabirds, was being used as a
UFO base
No wonder the media and ufologists
were enthralled. If these reports were

r men in black

and they were.

true, this quiet rural community was
the center of bizarre extraterrestrial
activity. But everyone seemed to ig-
nore that qualifying if. The claims
went unchallenged as the books
ly- recounting them sold by the thousands.
In March 1981, four years after the
amazing events supposedly took place,
| went down to West Wales to see for
myself — and found a few surprises.
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1976, sightings had begun to increase.
Randall Jones Pugh, a retired veteri-
nary surgeon who lived in a village
outside the small ancient town of
Haverfordwest where the region’s
weekly newspaper Western Telegraph
is published, was already known as the
local “UFO expert."” As early as Janu-
ary 13, 1977, Pugh told a Western
Telegraph reporter that he’d had sever-
al new reports in the past three or four
days and expected more.

Three weeks later, on February 4,
Pugh received a late-afternoon tele-
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OST OF THE flap occurred dur-
ing the first nine months of

1977. But even before the close of
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phone call from the mother of 10-year-
old David Davies who along with a
dozen or more of his schoolmates had
seen a grounded UFO, over a period of
several hours, at Broad Haven Primary
School. Pugh headed straight for the
boy's home.

He learned the children first saw the
UFO during the lunchtime recess. A
boy playing soccer behind the school
noticed an unfamiliar object in a field
200 to 300 yards away. Bushes pre-
vented the boy and his fellow players
from seeing the whole object but they
were convinced it was a UFO. One or
two of them rushed into the school
building and brought some other
children out to see it for themselves.
Altogether the number of witnesses
totaled 15.

Most of the children were simply
curious but all were excited and some
were frightened. Yet when two of the
boys told headmaster Ralph
Llewhellin, he refused to come out-
side.

According to the children, the ob-
jectwas “as long as a coach or maybe a
bit longer." They disagreed on several
points — some, for example, thought
they saw a flashing light on top — but
all described the object as silver-
colored. Six of the witnesses reported
seeing a silver-suited figure close by.
At least one observer thought he saw
more than one entity.

At two o'clock the lunch recess
ended and the children had to go in. At
3:30 classes were over for the day and
the boys immediately checked to see if
their UFO was still there. At first they
thought it was gone but a moment later
it popped up from behind a bush and
the frightened children retreated.
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That same evening David Davies
guided Pugh to the field where sup-
posedly the UFO had been. But in the
gathering darkness and falling rain it
was impossible to see anything. Next
morning Pugh returned, this time ac-
companied by a Western Telegraph
writer, and again David guided them
to the spot. No traces could be found
although of course this may have been
because of the heavy rain.

News of the affair spread rapidly.
The little seaside village found itself
the focus of national attention. The lo-
cal newspaper remarked that “re-
porters, photographers and television
cameramen arrived in a two-day pro-
cession to see the star-struck young-
sters, who were only too willing to re-
peat their fantastic story." By the time
school started again the following
Monday, the once-skeptical headmas-
ter asked the children to draw what
they had seen. A selection of these
drawings appeared on the front cover
of the prestigious Flying Saucer Re-
view, while the children themselves
achieved fame in interviews on the im-
mensely popular Saturday morning
Swap Shop show.

For the next few months newspaper
headlines and television interviews
made sure UFOs stayed in people's
minds. Investigator Pugh reported that
after the school incident his phone
rang continually. Pugh, an experi-
enced researcher, would be personally
involved in the majority of the events
that were to follow that year. In fact,
after only a few of the cases had oc-
cured, he was declaring to the press,
“There’s certainly a minor flap down
here.” By the end of April he had an-
nounced his intention to write a book
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on the affair. Already it wastitled The
Dyfed Enigma. But in April 1977 some
ofthe most extraordinary events in the
West Wales flap had yet to take place.

Ofall the occurrences reported from
the district, the events at Ripperston
Farm were the most dramatic. Of the
three books devoted to the flap, one is
concerned almost entirely with what
happened to the Coombs family. The
Coombses figure largely in all the
other accounts.

Ripperston Farm is an isolated
group of buildings, two cottages and a
cluster ofcattle sheds together with the
usual sprawl of outbuildings and
sheds, feed stores and milking parlor.
Approach is by a long straight unsur-
faced side road from a “main road"
which is itself only a minor road wind-
ing between fields; the sea is a mile or
so away. Billie and Pauline Coombs
and their children occupied one cot-
tage while Brian and Caroline Klass
lived next door. Bilie and Brian
worked for a farming company whose
manager Richard Hewison lived at
nearby Broadmoor Farm. Hewison
was an interested observer when the
events occurred.

One or two minor incidents took
place early in the year but the story
really begins on April 16 when a UFO
chased Pauline's car. frightening her
and the children.

Then on April 22 an eerie appari-
tion appeared while Pauline and Billie
were watching a late-night movie on
television. Bill saw “a man [of] ter-
rible size .. . pressed right up against
the window. ... [This]is almost seven
feet. The funny part of it was that he
didn’t have no eye's, nose or nothing.”

A good many lesser incidents were
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reported by Pauline and Billie that
spring and summer. There was, for ex-
ample, the strange effect on mechani-
cal things. Five cars and eight televi-
sion sets were all ruined that year,
presumably by UFO-related effects.
At the same time the Coombses’ elec-
tricity bill was abnormally high. The
electricity company checked but could
find nothing wrong. Were the UFOs
somehow drawing power from Rip-
perston Farm?

Most of these stories rest on the
testimony of the Coombs family alone
but one dramatic sighting received im-
pressive confirmation from another
witness.

One evening in October, Pauline
was driving home with her mother and
some of the children. Suddenly her
mother spotted a disk-shaped UFO
zipping over the cliffs toward the
Stack Rocks, a well-known local land-
mark comprising a rough, uninhabited
rock projecting from the sea about
two-thirds of a mile from the shore and
about two miles from their location.
When Pauline stopped the car, the
UFO headed straight for the side of
the rock which opened like a door to
admit the object.

The family then saw two figures
moving about on the rock. Even at that
distance Pauline detected a similarity
to the figure that had appeared outside
their sitting room window. They
watched the figures for a little while,
then drove on to tell Billie. They had
hardly got home when the phone rang.

Rose Granville, the proprietress of
the Haven Fort Hotel, located a few
miles away in the village of Little
Haven, said she had seen a flash in the
sky. Fetching her binoculars, she had



looked out toward Stack Rocks, which
happened to be her property, and seen
figures.

Encouraged by this confirmation,
Pauline and several of her children
walked across the fields to get a better
view of the rocks and again saw the
figures moving about, apparently on
steps cut into the side of the rock.

UCH WERE some of the more
S noteworthy events that took place
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nauts are living under the sea!"

LL | KNEW about the West
Wales sightings, when | went

lown there in March 1981, was what 1
had read in these three books and in
the UFOjournals. But | was aware ofa
curious poslscn t. Under the dramatic
heape frigh tened Ufo man gives
UP. the Western Mail reported,

“The man who was at the center ofthe
UFO hysteria which rocked West

in West Wales in 1977. The localWales has quit investigating sightings

weekly, the Western Telegraph, treated
these stories with admirable objectiv-
ity. Unfortunately the national press
was not so conscientious. Reporters
from London who visited the area
briefly went back to Fleet Street to
christen Southwest Wales the “Terror
Triangle." Their reports were slanted
to give a ludicrously false impression.

Coverage in the UFO journals
stemmed mainly from Pugh and was
reasonably factual. The same was true
of Pugh's book (written with the late
F. W. Holiday), by far the best of the
three about the happenings. The one
that hit the best-seller lists, however,
was Clive Harold’s The Uninvited,
which concentrated almost entirely on
the Coombs family's experiences.
Much of Harold’s research was carried
out in partnership with Peter Paget,
author of The Welsh Triangle, whose
publishers pitched it thus: “Are clan-
destine tunneling operations being
worked under the Atlantic Ocean?
Why are giant alien spacemen so inter-
ested in surveying Anglo-American
bases? Did the two cloneiike men who
tried to contact the UFO witnesses
come from Outer Space? Astonishing
evidence that extraterrestrial astro-

because he has been frightened by
what he has discovered.”

Clearly the West Wales sightings de-
served closer inspection.

| started my investigation at Broad
Haven School where that first dra-
matic sighting took place. As soon as |
saw the alleged landing site, | realized
there was something seriously wrong
with the story.

The witnesses' estimate of the dis-
tance between them and the UFO
ranged from 200 to 350 yards. Of
course nobody expects children be-
tween nine and 12 years old to be ac-
curate judges of distance, but it does
mean that an exact positioning of the
object was hard to establish. Nor did
the terrain lend itself to it: beyond the
mown field where the boys had been
playing football, the fields were dotted
with bushes, other undergrowth and
stubby trees, without prominent land-
marks to serve as reference points.
And whatever the distance, whether
the minimum of 200 yards or the max-
imum of 350, the UFO must have been
somewhere among those bushes and
trees, which could not provide any-
thing but a confused and intermittent
view of the object.
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But the site had an additional fea-
ture which none of the reports had
made clear. | found that the landing
site was not in a flat open field but in a
narrow valley, enclosed by a horse-
shoe-shaped ridge of low hills. And
this ridge was rimmed with houses.
The alleged landing site was in plain
view of a dozen or so houses, which
looked down on it and had a better
view than the ground-level view en-
joyed by the children. It had already
seemed improbable that a UFO should
remain on the ground in full daylight
for more than three hours — an event
without precedent in the literature of
ufology. But that it should do so in full
view of several houses and be seen by
nobody defies belief.

Was the story a practical joke? |
don’t think so. When the children's
teachers refused to take their story se-
riously, they presented a petition at the
police station. Even in peaceful Wales
children do not invite the attention of
the police without good reason; their
action is surely proof of their sincere
beliefthat they had seen something. But
what?

Farther up the valley there is a sew-
age plant. Some residents had sus-
pected from the first that the children
had seen some kind of plant vehicle
engaged in some unusual operation. A
service vehicle could well be silvery in
color, have a flashing light and be ac-
companied by human figures.

The objection to this explanation
was that ground conditions would have
prevented such a vehicle from getting
to the location where the children saw
the UFO. But aside from the possibil-
ity of a special vehicle capable of trav-
eling over rough terrain, we already
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have seen that precise identification of
the site was virtually impossible.

What made the children believe they
had seen a UFO? Two days before the
Broad Haven sighting, several school-
children at Penarth, near Cardiff,
some 90 miles to the east, had claimed
to have sighted a cigar-shaped object.
The following day — the day before
the Broad Haven sighting — the West-
ern Telegraph reported that children
playing soccer at nearby Hubberston
Primary School also had seen a cigar-
shaped UFO. So the idea of “seeing a
UFO” may have been on the minds of
the Broad Haven children who, view-
ing an unfamiliar object in an unex-
pected place, might have jumped to
unwarranted conclusions about its
identity.

I could not check every one of the
50 or so reports without prolonged and
expensive investigation. In any case, a
good many of the reports were single-
witness sightings, not amenable to
checking; one could judge them only
by their inherent probability, taking
the credibility of the witness into ac-
count. Some of these cases may well
have been genuine while others seem
dubious.

| next went to Ripperston Farm.
Until | saw the farm for myself | had
not understood that the cottage in
which the Coombses lived actually
joins onto the cottage where Brian and
Caroline Klass lived. There is a con-
necting door between them although at
the time of their occupancy this had
been sealed up. This meant that the
Klasses must have been very much
aware of the happenings reported by
their next-door neighbors. Yet curi-
ously, in only one instance (which we
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shall consider in detail later) are the
Klasses mentioned by the investiga-
tors.

Brian and Caroline have moved
away from Ripperston now but were
glad to discuss the events of 1977 with
me. Much of what they had to say was
confirmed later by the Hewisons who
employed both Billie and Pauline.

Farm none captured the pub-

S imagination more than the seem-
ingly supernatural teleportations of
cattle. On some half-dozen occasions,
we are told, Billie Coombs found that
his cattle had moved silently and trace-
lessly, in defiance of solid fences and
gates and often in a miraculously short
time, to some other location, often on a
neighbor's farm.

1 had already been struck by the fact
that the cattle were never transported
more than a mile at most. If there was
a supernatural agency at work, pre-
sumably it could as easily have trans-
ported them to some more distant spot.
But the Ripperston cattle never went
farther than the next-door farm to
which they could have walked of their
own accord.

And that, according to Brian Klass
(whose account was substantiated by
the Hewisons), is just what happened.
In fact, the Ripperston cattle were for-
ever getting loose and finding their
way onto neighboring land. What
about the fences and gates? The gate in
the cattle yard was only a makeshift af-
fair at best, | learned, and electric
fences are easily disconnected by acci-
dent or mistake. Nor are cows so stu-
pid as might be supposed. Brian told
me Cow Number 591 had learned to

F ALL the events at Ripperston
IQ'
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open a gate-catch with her muzzle.

Could a herd of cattle have tramped
past the Coombses’ cottage without
being heard? Easily, Brian insisted,
when the wind was blowing. On that
westward-facing farm open to the At-
lantic Ocean, winds were both fre-
quent and high.

Brian had an equally down-to-earth
explanation for the mechanical fail-
ures which investigators had suggested
were attributable to”’UFO activity. As
he pointed out, a simple herdsman like
Billie Coombs cannot afford five new
cars or eight new television sets in the
course of a single year. He purchased
vehicles from the local scrap yard, got
them to work as best as he could, then
drove them until they fell to pieces —
which on the rutted side roads of the
district did not take long. As for the
abnormally high electricity bills, Mrs.
Hewison told me the Coombses were
always leaving the central heating on
while doors and windows stood open.

Beyond question, however, the
Coombses had seen a figure at their
sitting-room window. Richard Hew-
ison, who arrived on the scene soon af-
terwards, was certain his herdsman
really had a frightening experience.
But what kind of experience?

Again, Brian Klass provided a pos-
sible explanation. Some time earlier,
two local men who belonged to an or-
ganization called the Round Table
were passing the Haven Fort Hotel a
few miles from Ripperston where the
proprietress had reported recently
sighting a UFO and silver-suited enti-
ties. On impulse the men decided to
play a joke on Mrs. Granville. They
tramped heavily around the building
in a sinister fashion, using flashlights
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in order to enhance the effect.

Could these men or other members
of their society have been responsible
for the visitation at Ripperston Farm,
borrowing a protective” suit from a
local factory and standing on a box at
the Coombses’ window to enhance the
figure's height and using a flashlight to
create the unearthly glow? Although
the identity of the two jokers is widely
suspected, the prank — which is what
most residents believe the incident to
have been — has not been openly ad-
mitted.

Caroline Klass has shed new light on
the Stack Rocks sighting. She disputes
the standard account.

As already noted, after Pauline
Coombs arrived home, she received a
telephone call from Mrs. Granville
who said she had seen figures on the
uninhabited rock. Pauline thereupon
set out for the cliffs, accompanied by
some ofthe children, and succeeded in
getting a closer look at the figures.
Caroline Klass reports, on the other
hand, that when Pauline returned from
the cliffs several children ran ahead of
their mother. Caroline asked Keiron
Coombs ifthey had seen anything. The
boy laughed and said no, of course not.
But-when Pauline arrived she insisted
that they had indeed observed figures
on “steps” cut in the rock side.

A visit to the site reveals that the
rocks face east, which means that in
the evening, when this sighting oc-
curred, the side facing the mainland is
in shadow and the witnesses would
have been looking into whatever sun
remained in the sky — hardly an ideal
circumstance. 1 noticed that on the
side of the rock facing the mainland
two lighter-colored tock faces project
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from a darker portion behind. One
sees in this natural formation an opti-
cal illusion that might suggest “sliding
doors."

An on-site inspection also empha-
sizes another physical element. The
distance from the rocks to the Haven
Fort Hotel, where Mrs. Granville
made her confirmatory sighting, is
about three miles, a considerable dis-
tance even for binoculars. Mrs. Gran-
ville's viewpoint was about 90 degrees
from Pauline’s; therefore they could
have seen the same thing only if it was
on the corner of the rock within both
their fields of vision.

One wonders what made Mrs. Gran-
ville, who had the rocks in sight of her
window all day and every night,
choose to look at them through binoc-
ulars at precisely that moment. She
says her attention was alerted by the
sight of a flash in the sky.

The sky over St. Bride’s Bay is the
scene of considerable air traffic. On
the other side of the bay is the Royal
Air Force base at Brawdy, from which
training aircraft continually take offto
circle the bay. The flight paths of the
area use the Stack Rocks as a marker
for aircraft to turn into their return ap-
proach to Brawdy field. The wings and
windows of the aircraft catch the light
at times and cause a noticeable flash.
In other words, since flashes in the sky
are quite common, Mrs. Granville's
explanation seems inadequate.

Clearly there is a lot we don’t know
about the Stack Rocks sighting. But
we do know that the incident was in-
adequately researched and uncritically
narrated. Yet on the strength ofthis in-
cident author Peter Paget suggests the
rocks contain a UFCLbase!
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Although he spent six months in the
neighborhood while gathering materi-
al for the book, Paget never found time
to take a boat out to the rocks to see
the UFO base for himself. But Bryn-
mor Williams, a television producer
for BBC Cardiff, did ride out to the
rocks. There were no traces whatever
ofany kind of activity, let alone a UFO
base with sliding doors, he told me.

The figures on the rock may have
been skindivers, shellfish collectors,
seals or illusions. The sliding doors
may have been a trick ofthe light or a
figment of the imagination. The shin-
ing disk may have been an aircraft or a
sea gull. These alternative explanations
are hypothetical but not unreasonable.

The investigators apparently made
no attempt to evaluate the credibility
of the witnesses themselves. We have
already seen that there is good reason
to doubt Billie's stories. Even ifhe did
not actually fabricate incidents, he
may have allowed reporters to assume
exaggerations.

As for Pauline, only Pugh and Holi-
day mention that she had had para-
normal experiences before her UFO
involvement. Prior to moving to Rip-
perston she and Billie had lived in a
trailer a few miles away at Pembroke
Dock where for half an hour every
evening Pauline “saw" a life-sized ap-
parition of the Virgin Mary.

Evidently Pauline is psychic, imag-
inative and/or suggestible. Whatever
she is, the earlier incident requires us
to view the events at Ripperston Farm
with caution. And this is underlined by
something else Caroline Klass said to
me. She had mentioned a television
program describing a UFO abduction
report and Pauline had responded.
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“Oh, I've been taken aboard a space-
ship too.”

Only once did Caroline Klass figure
directly in an incident. It involved two
"mysterious" strangers who came to
Ripperston in June 1977.

Published accounts report that an
unusual vehicle drove soundlessly up
to the farm. Inside it were two men un-
cannily similar in appearance, almost
like twins. Only one got out. Speaking
in a strange foreign accent he asked
Caroline where Pauline Coombs was;
somehow he knew she was not Pauline.
He had, one account avers, “large,
penetrating blue eyes which seemed to
go right through her and examine her
thoughts.”

Pauline's son Clinton had seen the
visitors arrive but was so frightened
that he bolted the door and hid up-
stairs. The visitor knocked at the door
but got no reply. He tried to press fur-
ther information from Caroline al-
though it seemed to her that he knew
her answers before she could speak
them. Finally he asked her the way to
their next destination and the two
“men" set off again in their strange ve-
hicle. Seconds later Pauline pulled up
in her car. She should have passed the
strangers on the way; yet when her son
came down and asked her about them
she insisted she had passed nobody.

Caroline told me every single pub-
lished statement about the incident is
false. The man who questioned her
was not a foreigner and was not un-
usual in appearance or behavior. Be-
cause the one in the car was in shadow
and largely out of her range of vision,
there was no way she could have deter-
mined whether he and his companion
looked like identical twins. Nor was
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there anything out of the ordinary
about the way the stranger knew she
wasn't Pauline; in fact his first ques-
tion was, “Are you Pauline Coombs?"
And Clinton, who was never afraid,
did not hide in the house.

Why had Pauline not passed the
strangers? Caroline, on learning which
way the men were headed, showed
them a shortcut which took them away
from Ripperston by a different route
from the one. Pauline traveled.

IES, OMISSIONS and additions,
distortions and exaggerations —
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elude, what they state openly and what
they imply.

The stories took on added dimen-
sions of wonder when writers like Har-
old and Paget gave free rein to their
imaginations. For example, in their ef-
fort to prove Stack Rocks is a UFO
base, both men assert that snow is
never known to settle there. Yet when |
visited them, the Hewisons showed me
a photograph of the rocks beneath a
heavy mantle of snow.

Although a few genuine incidents,
undoubtedly took place, the West
Wales affair is best remembered not as

the reports on the West Wales sight sensational UFO episode but as a les-

ings are unreliable whether by what
they include or by what they fail to in-

A FEW TURNS

AMES NORMAN of Glyndon,
'31 Minn., always thought his 1969

evrolet pickup was just a plain old
truck until June 26, 1980. He was
driving home early that Thursday
morning when he noticed a trucker
who apparently needed help. Norman
pulled off Hwy. 10 and stopped, flip-
ping the gear shift into park before
getting out of his cab.

Moments later his pickup was back-
ing down the highway. Norman started
after it but the pickup took evasive ac-
tion.

“It started going in circles," he said.
"It went across one lane and then
hooked part way into Jle ditch and
back onto the highway. ! caught up —
but it was just like Someone was steer-
ing it and stepping on the gas. It
knocked me down."

He took another run at it and tried
to open the door. Again he went down.

son in the perils of sloppy reporting
and uncritical belief.

FOR THE WORSE

By this time, 28-year-old Norman was
lying in the ditch with a throbbing
ankle. The pickup was still circling
when 17-year-old Curtis Highet came
along. He was also driving a pickup
and Norman's pickup clipped his. He
stopped but saw the Chevrolet coming
at him again. He steered his vehicle
into the ditch to get out of harm'’s way.

Nancy Halda from Deerwood.
Minn., wasn' so lucky. When she
came driving by, Norman's pickup
nailed her car, then took off after
Highet's vehicle again. This time it
didn't miss and, apparently content,
the Chevrolet finally stopped.

Norman was fle only person hurt.
He suffered a broken ankle.

And what does he plan to do with
his pickup?

“1 haven't thought about it," he
said, “but it really did act like some-
thing was driving it.”



EARTH'S POLES
DON'T SHIFT

Is the earth about to shift on its axis, wiping out continents

and civilizations? Don't bet on it.

By Robert Schadewald

UPPOSE THE earth suddenly
shifted its axis. Suppose that the
present north and south poles ended
up on the equator. If the pole shift
took place over a 24-hour period, the
acceleration would be so gentle that
you would never notice it. Some of its
effects, however, would be quite no-
ticeable.

The oceans and atmosphere, not be-
ing attached to the solid earth, would
try to maintain their previous direc-
tions and speeds, sloshing like water in
ajostled pan. The pan is huge and the
speed change large. Tidal waves miles
high would sweep over some conti-
nents while incredible winds would
devastate others.
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Even before the tidal waves and
winds arrived, the earthquakes would
begin. Because of its rotation, the
earth bulges at the equator and its
equatorial diameter is almost 27 miles
greater than its polar diameter. As the
earth tilted, the old bulge would begin
to dissipate and a new one would form,
causing earthquakes greater than any
man has ever recorded. Shallow sea-
floors might be uplifted and exposed.
Elsewhere, low-lying coastal areas
would sink below the waters.

Most of the human race would per-
ish. Survivors would probably find the
climate radically changed. Suppose
the shift put Sumatra at one pole and
Ecuador at the other. Much of Africa
would remain on the equator but now
Europe would be there too. Siberia
would become tropical. The average
climate of the United States wouldn't
change much but the coldest state
would be Florida, the warmest Alaska.
Point Barrow would replace Miami
Beach as a tropical resort. South
America would be a polar continent
and an ice cap would start to form
there. Antarctica’s ice cap, now at the
equator, would melt in a few years,
raising worldwide ocean levels about
300 feet and causing more flooding in
coastal regions.

Is such a catastrophic pole shift
likely? Have such shifts taken place in
the past? Most scientists say, “Abso-
lutely not!" But some people who be-
lieve otherwise are sure another pole
shift will occur by the end of this cen-
tury. An organization called The Pole
Watchers (3677'/r Third Ave., San
Diego, Calif. 92103), run by Dorothy
Starr, watches for signs of an impend-
ing shift. Several books have been

written on the subject; the most recent
of these is John White’s Pole Shift
(Doubleday & Company, 1980).
According to pole-shift theorists,
scientific evidence suggests that the
poles have not always been in their
present locations. Fossils of tropical
ferns and other plants are found in
rocks now lying in arctic regions.
Great coal beds, apparently formed in
tropical bogs, lie in England and
across Europe. Moving glaciers are
known to cut deep scratches in bed-
rock. Such scratches scar rocks in
tropical Africa and in regions of South
America now too close to the equator
for glaciers to reach. Also buried fos-
sil forests, mammoth; frozen in
Siberian tundra and similar enigmas
tell us that the earth has experienced
tremendous catastrophes.
To longtime Slfa%e readers “pole
shift” is almost synonymous with the
name Hugh Auchincloss Brown,
whom John White calls the “father of
scientific pole shift predictions.”
Brown, who died on November 9,
1975, at age 96, first published his
theory in 1948, in Popular Awakening
Concerning the Impending Flood, but
the most complete exposition of his
theory appears in his 1967 book Cata-
clysms of the Earth. Brown also pro-
mole(li:hisviews in popular magazines
like Fate to which he contributed
numerous articles and letters to the
editor.

Brown was an electrical engineer
who graduated from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1900. In 1911 or so he be-
came interested in the frozen mam-
moths found in the Siberian perma-
frost. Because some were remarkably
well-preserved, many scientists of the
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period believed they were somehow
quick-frozen. At the turn of the cen-
tury mammoths were considered troj
cal animals. How could tropical ani-
mals be suddenly and permanently
frozen solid? Brown concluded that a
pole shift was responsible.

When Earth's polar ice caps get too
massive. Brown suggested, they cause
the planet to tilt suddenly on its axis,
with the ice caps ending up on the new
equator. The last pole shift occurred
7000 years ago, he claimed, and the
Noah’s Ark story is a record of it.
Brown arrived at this date from con-
clusions based on the salinity of Lake
Chad in Africa, the age of St. Anthony
Falls in Minnesota, and some car-
bon-14-dated wood found in Wiscon-
sin. He thought other shifts took place
about 11,400, 18,400 and 41,800
years ago. The next shift is overdue, in
his opinion; the antarctic ice cap is a
sword of Damocles which constantly
threatens us.

Cataclysms ofthe Earth is unusual in
many respects. Brown credits dozens
of sources for various tidbits of infor-
mation, but he doesn't mention the
pole-shift theorists who preceded him.
Yet surely he was familiar with some
of their works.

For instance, his theory of 90-de-
gree pole shifts echoes one proposed
by Marshal Wheeler in 1889 and so
does some of his evidence. Whereas
Wheeler claimed that the most recent
previous poles were Sumatra and
Ecuador, Brown in effect rotated the
earth exactly 90 degrees and proposed
that these two points were the pivots of
the last shift. Moreover, Brown de-
voted much of Cataclysms to his
bizarre theory that sunlight turns into

FATE

matter, causing the earth to continu-
ously grow larger. Is it coincidence
that pole-shift theorist Alfred Wilks
Drayson had a similar theory? The
Earth We Inhabit, published in 18S9,
sets forth Drayson's theory that the
earth is growing.

EFORE WE examine the history
and development of pole-shift

theories, we should discuss what a

pole shift really means.

The earth’s rotational axis points
nearly at the north star, Polaris. This
axis makes an angle of about 23° 27"
with a line perpendicular to the plane
of the earth’s orbit. While this angle
(called the obliquity of the ecliptic)
varies only slightly, the direction the
axis points varies in a regular way.
Gravitational forces due to the sun and
moon make the earth slowly precess
like a lazy toy top. its axis sweeps out
a cone in about 26,000 years, causing
the precession of the equinoxes.

Most pole-shift theorists believe
that the earth's axis maintains its
alignment with respect to the universe.
They think that, as shown in the ex-
ample at the beginning of this article,
the earth (or at least its outer layer)
shifts so that its axis of rotation cuts its
surface at different points. A few theo-
ries do propose that the earth’s axis
changes its orientation in the universe.
Such pole shifts would require power-
ful external forces.

Really catastrophic pole shifts sup-
posedly happen in a day or less. Some
theorists propose slower shifts, taking
thousands of years or longer. These
would produce the same long-term
effects on the climate and sea level as
a rapid shift, but without the accom-
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panying tidal waves, hurricanes and
other disasters.

Pole shifts were first proposed not
long after the Copernican revolution
succeeded. To early geologists the
sometimes jumbled rock strata and
fossils of marine animals found in
rocks on mountaintops suggested that
the earth has undergone tremendous
cataclysms. Many “catastrophists” as-
sociated the fossils with the Noachian
Deluge which they thought was caused
by a pole shift. But as geology ad-
vanced and it became apparent that
Genesis is not a reliable geology text,
catastrophism gave way in the early
19th Century to the uniformitarian
theory. Uniformitarians argued that
the earth has been shaped by the same
processes we can observe today,
operating at substantially the same
rates. They flatly rejected pole shifts.

Pole-shifting catastrophism remained
popular, however, with fundamental-
ist writers. For instance, in 1871 Wil-
liam Bassett Walker published Cycli-
cal Deluges: An Explication of the
Chief Geological Phenomena of the
Globe, by Proofs of the Periodical
Changes of the Earth's Axis. Charles
Bartlett Warring published three such
works, beginning in 1875 with The
Mosaic Account of Creation. These
works had little impact and all are vir-
tually unknown today.

A much more successful theorist
was Alfred Wilks Drayson, a British
army officer. Drayson, who first pub-
lished his theory in his 1859 book
Great Britain Has Been, and Will
Again Be. Within the Tropics, believed
that the direction of the earth's axis
shifts slowly over a cycle of 31,686
years. During this time, he theorized.
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the obliquity of the ecliptic varies
from exactly 23°25'47" to 35°25'47"
and back. At its maximum value the
arctic circle would thus lie at
54°34713" north latitude. That would
make much of England and Ireland
and all of Scotland lands of the mid-
night sun.

Although Drayson offered some
geological arguments for his theory,
mostly he relied on his remarkable
misunderstanding of the precession of
the equinoxes and his erroneous
geometry. He wrote six books on his
theory and like Immanuel Velikovsky
he acquired a small but faithful fol-
lowing composed mainly of nonscien-
tists. When Drayson died in 1901, his
followers carried on. Some of them,
notably Sir Algernon F. R. de Horsey,
astrologer Alfred Barley and Reginald
Adams Marriott, defended Drayson’s
theories in their own books. The origi-
nal Fortean Society, under founder
Tiffany Thayer, promoted several of
these works.

Drayson predicted cyclical ice ages
based on the slow shifting of the
earth’s axis. Walker, whose work |
haven’t seen, apparently predicted
cyclical deluges from a similar (but
perhaps catastrophic) cause. Marshal
Wheeler, of Eugene, Oreg., predicted
90° pole shifts like those typically dis-
cussed by modem theorists.

In his 1889 pamphlet The Earth —
Its Third Motion. Wheeler argued
that the last shift brought the poles to
their present positions from Sumatra
and Ecuador. (Earlier, | used the op-
posite shift as an example.) Wheeler
offered some of the same evidence for
past pole shifts that more recent
authors have used.
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“That said third motion has oc-
curred during comparatively recent
ages,"” he wrote, "is indicated by those
traces of glacial action to be found in
certain positions of the middle zones.
..." As evidence ofthe last pole shift,
he wrote, “There are to be found today
the remains of elephants, mastodons
and other animals which could only
have been produced and existed in a
tropical region, and this assertion is
also true of certain kinds of vegetation
found there.” He also mentioned fos-
sils of tropical ferns found in northern
lands, buried forests and so on.

Wheeler believed that “the Earth’s
third motion (is] caused by the encir-
cling magnetic currents now control-
ling it." He thought another pole shift
was due but didn't specify when,
saying only that we were about
24/25 of the way from the last one to
the next one.

Samuel Chase Osborne was the first
20th-Century theorist to write a popu-
lar book advocating pole shifts.

“The earth tips over,” he said in the
first sentence of his 1927 book The
Earth Upsets. “It is tipping all the
time. It upsets.

“No one disputes this. It is only
never stated in these common and
easily understood terms.”

Osborne’s idea incorporated the
well-known precession of the equi-
noxes but there was more to it than
that. He thought that the earth lolls
about like a gigantic drunkard in slow
motion. As evidence he pointed to the
occurrence of earthquakes and vol-
canoes, the known minor wanderings
of the poles, glaciation past and pre-
sent, and so on. “All of the baffling
phenomena of the physical earth can
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be traced to the compensations de-
manded by the gradual overturning of
the entire sphere,” he declared. It all
happened as a result of a mysterious
"Godforce."

Two others who have predicted
catastrophic pole shifts, Adam Barber
and Enjil Sepic, should also be fami-
liar to some [ALe readers.

Adam Barber, a Washington, D.C.,
patent attorney, experimented with toy
gyroscopes and speculated about the
makeup of the universe. During the
1950's ?e ran full-page and two-page
ads in FALE and other magazines for
The Coming Disaster Worse Than the
H-Bomb. Those who ordered his
pamphlet received a collage of news-
paper clippings and a few pages of
typewritten text all reproduced on
execrable newsprint.

Barber thought that the earth has a
minor orbit about nine million miles
in diameter superimposed on its major
orbit. He believed that the earth com-
pletes the minor orbit in about 36,000
years and that every 9000 years the
earth’s axis is simultaneously perpen-
dicular to the planes of both its orbits.
Barber's gyroscopic experiments sug-
gested that, when this happened, the
axis would shift 135° causing wide-
spread disasters. In 1955 he predicted
another shift would occur some June
21 or December 21 of the next 50
years, or before 2005.

In a pamphlet advertised in Fate as
recently as 1979, The Imminent Shift
of the Earth's Axis, Emil Sepic pro-
poses a minor orbit for the earth but he
makes it only three million miles in
diameter. He claims 90° pole shifts
occur about every 7500 years when
the earth’s stability forces are tempo-
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rarily used up. It seems obvious he de-
rived his theory, first published in
1960, from Barber's although John
White reports that Sepic vehemently
denies any such connection.

Unlike Barber, who credits Brown
for his inspiration, Sepic doesn’'t men-
tion previous theorists by name. But
he belittles Brown's idea that the ant-
arctic ice cap could cause a pole shift.
Some of his arguments — one about
St. Anthony Falls, for instance —
seem to be lifted from Cataclysms of
the Earth. His speculations about the
evolution of the planets and the causes
of tides and ocean currents are more
original, if bizarre.

Three other modern theorists de-
serve mention here: Charles Hapgood,
Chan Thomas and Immanuel Velikov-
sky. I have not seen Hapgood's The
Earth's Shifting Crust (revised and re-
issued as The Path of the Pole). Ac-
cording to White, Hapgood proposes
occasional noncatastrophic pole
shifts, with the earth’s crust slipping
over its inner layers at perhaps a few
thousand feet each year. He apparent-
ly believes that such a shift is in prog-
ress. White also writes that Thomas
envisions catastrophic pole shifts trig-
gered by a magnetohydrodynamic ef-
fect in the earth. Thomas reportedly
believes that another shift is imminent.
Velikovsky didn't predict pole shifts
for the future but said they might have
happened in the past.

HE VALUE of most pole-shift
theories is obvious. Drayson,
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tures. What evidence is there that
Drayson’s “second rotation of the
earth” or the minor orbits proposed by
Barber and Sepic exist? About as
much evidence as there is for
Wheeler’s magnetic currents, Os-
borne’s “Godforce" or Thomas’ mag-
netohydrodynamic force.

The antarctic ice cap of course is
quite real, but Brown’s fear that polar
ice caps become large enough to un-
balance the earth is without founda-
tion.

Suppose you took a balanced
sphere, added weights to opposite
poles and then spun it. The sphere
would eventually stabilize on an axis
that put the weights on the equator.
But the earth is hardly a balanced
sphere. As'mentioned earlier, its equa-
torial diameter is 27 miles greater than
its polar diameter. Thanks to this
bulge, the earth is already spinning on
an axis that puts its unbalanced weight
at the equator. The mass of the an-
tarctic ice cap is negligible compared
to the weight of the equatorial bulge,
so the earth has considerable stability
around its present axis. That stability
is not, however, absolute.

An apparently valid mechanism for
catastrophic pole shifts was proposed
by Peter Warlow. Scientists believe
that the earth’s magnetic field changes
polarity every million years or so, with
magnetic north becoming magnetic
south and vice versa. In a paper en-
titled ““Geomagnetic Reversals?”
published in Journal of Physics A, Oc-
tober 1978, Warlow argued that the

Barber and Sepic all proposed longntire earth periodically flips over in-

term motions for the earth grossly dif-
ferent from those astronomers have
been monitoring for nearly three cen-

stead. Although he doesn't mention
Immanuel Velikovsky in his paper,
Warlow’s scenario and some of his re-
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ferences are clearly Velikovskian.
Warlow's theory requires a planet-
sized body to pass within perhaps
20,000-40,000 miles of the earth. But
there’s no reason to suppose that this
has happened or will happen during
the life of the solar system.

Most pole-shift speculations were
formulated before the scientific com-
munity accepted the theory of conti-
nental drift. When Alfred Wegener
proposed his continental-drift idea in
1915, he claimed it could account for
the glacial markings in tropical re-
gions, the anomalous fossils and the
wandering of the poles. Fifty years
later, when Wegener's theory was fi-
nally adopted, it proved to be all that
he promised and more. The modem
theory, “global plate tectonics,” dif-
fers somewhat from Wegener's. Ap-
parently all ofthe dozen or so “plates”
that make up the earth's surface are in
constant motion, including the antarc-
tic plate and the plate currently cover-
ing the north pole. Thus, in a sense,
both poles are slowly shifting.

And what about the frozen mam-
moths and the other evidence of catas-
trophes? As White points out, car-
bon- 14 dates show that the mammoths
died over a period oftens of thousands
of years rather than all at once. The
creatures frequented the edges of gla-
ciers during the last Ice Age and could
have perished and been frozen into the
permafrost in any number of known
ways.

As for catastrophes, it doesn't take a
pole shift to devastate a forest — just
ask anyone living near Mount St
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Helens. On a geologic time scale of
tens or hundreds ofthousands ofyears,
our poor old planet endures millions
of catastrophes: earthquakes, tidal
waves, floods, tornadoes, hurricanes,
volcanic eruptions and occasional col-
lisions with comets and giant meteor-
ites — but probably not catastrophic
pole shifts.

John White disagrees. In Pole Shift
he reviews some of the same theories
and evidence and offers some of the
same criticisms. But White is loathe to
throw out a theory and when he
catches a theorist in an error or out-
rage he is likely to say, as he does on
page 363, “a person may be right for
the wrong reasons.” True. But we can
hardly depend on it!

Nor can | depend on the predictions
derived from prophetic traditions
(such as the Bible) or made by psy-
chics. White devotes nearly halfof his
book to such End of the World predic-
tions. A pole shift certainly would
mean The End of civilization but pre-
dictions of such an event have not been
notably successful. White is impressed
because several "scientific theorists"
(Brown. Barber and Sepic) have fore-
seen an imminent pole shift while
some psychics have predicted one for
the end of this century. He concludes,
“Here is a subject worthy, truly wor-
thy, of the most concerted and full-
scale investigation by the entire scien-
tific and scholarly community.”

At the risk of being called psychic
20 years from now, | predict that
neither the investigation nor the pole
shift will ever happen.



Water Witching
With a Willow Wand

| did not expect to be paid for divining water

on the old man's property but | received a much greater reward.

NE HOT dry summer day in
1955 an old pickup truck rattled

into our yard in Vernal, Utah.

elderly little man pushed several times
on the rickety door before it would
open. He walked hesitantly up to me,
swept his worn, weathered hat from
his head and twisted it in his hands. |
had never seen him before.

11l at ease myself, | tried to make
him feel comfortable by asking how he
was.

He introduced himself and said he
had heard from a friend that | could
find water with a stick. His place des-
perately needed water. His animals
were thirsty and the few scraggly trees
and shrubs his wife was trying to grow
would die soon without nourishment.
He didn't have much money but could
I —when | had time — see if | could
find water on his place?

| was touched by this hardworking
man's plea. In the past | had helped
many persons like him find water. |
told him that if he would take me back
to his place, | would see what 1 could
do.

By Sunny Barber

With much coughing and backfiring
the old pickup started up again and we
Aok off. Conversation was impossible
with the rattling and clanging, so most
of the journey we sat in silence.

When we arrived at our destination,
a tired-looking, sweet-faced woman
and five orsix kids of various sizes and
ages greeted us. The old man allowed
as how he would feel blessed if water
could be found in or near one of the
corrals. | took the willow fork | had
cut before we left and holding it up-
right in my hands, 1 walked back and
forth over the area, climbing in and
out of several corrals. Finally the wil-
low twisted down in my hands. About
eight feet from the inside comer ofone
corral, he had water!

The man, who had followed me all
the way, brought a big stick and laid it
on the spot indicated. Elated, he
pumped my hand vigorously. The kids
jumped up and down with excitement
and his wife dabbed at the comers of
her eyes with her apron. She shyly of-
fered me an old red Calumet baking
powder can containing a few crumpled
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dollar bills and some change.
Handing it back to her. | delicately
explained that | didn't take payment
for my efforts because God had given
me the talent as a gift to be used to
help people less fortunate than I. 1
told the man that he would find his
water at 14 feetand that it was surface
water. 1 cautioned him about cave-ins
as he dug. With many thanks and
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much ado, he took me home.

About a week later the old pickup
rattled into the yard. The door flew
open and the bony little man slid out.
With tears in his eyes, he proudly
handed me a fruit jar full of muddy
water. No words were needed. The
tears of emotion and gratitude on his
weathered face were worth far more to
me than any amount of money.

AMAZE-111G STONE

By Ida
SOMEONE did it — but who? And
when? And why? And what does

it say?

Not since it was first discovered in
1914 has anyone been able to answer
these tantalizing questions posed by
the silent "Maze Stone" located near
Hemet in Riverside County. Califor-
nia. Archaeologists and other experts
have come and gone and still no one is
sure of the meaning of the strange,
straight-lined pattern cut into a huge
granite boulder in Reinhardt Canyon.

To some people it looks like a maze
and that's where the stone got its
name. Different eyes see it as a geo-
metric symbol — a quadruple swas-
tika. To still others it portrays a
square Chinese coin. Or is it a "Kilroy
was here” message left by Buddhist
missionaries, who, according to local
legend, actually were there in A.D.
458? Or did Cahuilla Indians, once
native to the area, leave it to protect
travelers from evil spirits? OF is it a

much older directional signal — a
“road sign" — left by explorers of an-
cient times?

Nobody knows.

. Pardue

The only certainty is that the stone
is an outstanding example ofthe oldest
Kknown method of writing: a rock in-
scription. It was made by the ancient
method of cutting into the rock with a
sharp-pointed obsidian tool. The re-
sulting deep grooves were then
smoothed with porphyry, another vol-
canic rock.

It is hardly graffiti, in view of the

time and work expended in the cut-
ting. Surely it must say more than
“John loves Susie."
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BOOKS

NEWS & REVIEWS

by Jerome Clark

COSMIC JOKE
THE TITLE of The Meier Incident: The
Most Infamous Hoax in Ufology by Kai
K.
94538. 1981, 124 pages, $8.50, paper-
back) tips us off right away to the book’s
major problem: a consistent and heavy-
handed tendency to overstate the case. To
start with, the Meier episode is hardly ufol-
ogy's "most infamous hoax.” The 1947
Maury Island incident, which resuited in
the deaths of two air force investigators,
probably will forever hold that dubious dis-
tinction.

Eduard “Billy" Meier of Switzerland is a
1950's-style contactee who regales the
faithful (of whom there aren't very many)
with tales of repeated contacts with benevo-
lent extraterrestrials. They come, he
says, from the Pleiades, which he seems to
think is a single star rather than a cluster of
stars. It is undoubtedly irrelevant to point
out that the Pleiades stars are too young and
too unstable to be surrounded by life-sup-
porting planets. In the contactee game the
prosaic realities of astronomy are beside
the point. After all, Meier’s predecessors —
George Adamski and all the rest — re-
ported. massive scientific evidence to the
contrary, that every planet in our solar sys-
tem harbors humanlike beings. Anybody
able to swallow that one should have no
trouble digesting Meier's yams about visi-
tors from worlds that may be farther away
but are no less unlikely.

For the inevitable “proof contactees al-
ways feel obliged to produce, Meier distrib-
utes comically unconvincing pictures pur-
porting to depict spaceships. Pleiadians and
even greater wonders. He somehow man-

Korff (Box 1178, Fremont, Calif.

ages to keep his face straight at all times,
which can't be easy. Once, for example, in-
vestigators asked him to explain how a pho-
tograph showing a UFO hovering near a
tree could have been taken at a location
where no tree exists. Meier replied that the
UFO had disintegrated it. Asked why a pic-
ture showing the “eye of God" didn't show
the other eye as well, Meier explained it
was closed because God was winlung at his
companion!

Korff, alas, sees nothing funny in any of
this. He treats the Meier hoax as if it had
succeeded — which it hasn't — and as if it
were a threat to serious UFO study —
which it isn't. He resists the obvious con-
clusion that the affair may be nothing more
than ajoke that got out of hand. Meier acts
more like a prankster having a good time at
the expense of the supercredulous than a
con man attempting to persuade us of his
sincerity. In fact Meier does all he can to
make his story grotesquely implausible, as
ifhis ever more preposterous tales and ludi-
crous alibis were intended to challenge the
capacities of even the truest of believers.

Meier's followers, a small and embattled
band, are left to sputter that their hero
never said those things, never claimed to
have photographed God's eye or to have
traveled backward in time to confer with
Jesus, never asserted that God Himself per-
sonally confided to him the 11th and 12th
Commandments, and so on and on. Korff
shows that Meier did indeed say all this and
more. "God's eye," for example, appears on
page 26 where an astronomer identifies it
as a “distorted picture of the Ring Nebula
in the constellation of Lyra."

Korffisjustifiably angry at the methods a
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group of American promoters have used to
sell a book that would have us think scien-
tific investigation has confirmed Meier's
claims and photographs_|Corff provides
devastating evidence that this "investiga-
tion” was a bad joke at best and .deliberate
flimflam at worst.

Still. 1 can't help feeling that The Meier
Incident makes too much of too little. It
does not take a sledgehammer, after all, to
squash a gnat. 1 wish the book weren't so
relentlessly humorless; even when he re-
counts the most hilarious of yarns, Korff is
not amused. The text also suffers from the
author’s awkward prose and occasional
grammatical lapses. Incident is likely to re-
main the definitive treatment of this small
episode in UFO history, but perhaps next
time Korff will direct his considerable
energy and intelligence to claims more
worthy of this kind of in-depth treatment.
Perhaps too he will recognize in retrospect
thatthe Meier incident is not ufology's most
infamous hoax, just its funniest.

UFOs IN FATE

RAY BARKER has been involved in
G ufology since the subject’s very early

days. He wrote the most entertaining
scary of all UFO books, They Knew Too
Much About Flying Saucers (1956), which
established Men in Black as a permanent
fixture in UFO folklore. For years he pub-
lished the Saucerian Bulletin, which paired
the farthest-out of contactee tall tales with
Barker's down-to-earth good humor.

In addition to selling books, he himself
published a number of them, including
John Stuart's UFO Warning (arguably the
most bizarre saucer book this side of Round
Trip to Hell in a Flying Saucer), under the
Saucerian Press imprint. Barker seems to
have concluded long ago that, since the
answer to the UFO mystery is certain to
elude us for years to come, in the mean-
while we may as well have fun with it.

His wit is much in evidence in A UFO
Guide to Fate (Saucerian Press, Inc., Box
2228, Clarksburg, W. Va. 26301, 1981,
103 pages, $32.00, paperback), a monu-
mental bibliography of UFO and Fortean
articles, authors, reviews, illustrations,
photographs and advertisements that Fate
published between its first issue in spring
1948 and its December 1980 issue. The

and
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items are computer-indexed but that
doesn't mean one has to be a computer
operator (or know anything at all about
computers, for that m. tter) to find this a
useful reference work. Both as a UFO en-
thusiast and as a Fate editor. I've already
had several occasions to consult the Guide.

Besides being useful, the book is fun to
browse through. Personally, even though |
have been reading Fate since 1960. | am
astonished at the quantity of UFO material
it has published over the years — and un-
settled to find that | have published more
UFO/Fortean articles in Fate than anyone
else, surpassing even the prolific Frank Ed-
wards. (At the December 1980 cutoff, 1
was one article behind Edwards, according
to Barker [page 46]: having published two
UFO articles since, in the January and Feb-
ruary 1981 issues, 1 am one ahead.)

Barker's commentary in the beginning of
each section discusses in lighthearted
fashion the evolution of ufology from hobby
to protoscience. It also examines serious
matters such as the unexplained disappear-
ance of former Fate editor-Robert N. Web-
ster. described by Curtis Fuller as a strange
fellow who "was very difficult to get to
know" and who refused to take phone calls.
Barker hints darkly that the full story of
Webster's disappearance has not been told.

A UFO Guide to Fate is a welcome addi-
tion to the growing body of bibliographical
UFO literature. Its price is steep but
serious students and hard-core bibliophiles
will get their money’s worth.

THE PROBLEM OF CONTACT
I TFO STUDY by Jenny Randles (Robert
Hale. London. England, 1981, 271
pages, £7.95) is aptly subtitled "A Handbook
for Enthusiasts.” In a general way it re-
sembles Allan Hendry's The UFO Hand-
book (reviewed in February 1980 Fate).
Although it is not the trailblazingly original
work Hendry's was. Study is nonetheless an
interesting and worthwhile guide to UFO
investigation.

Some of it is rather elementary, which is
not surprising since the book (which has a
distinctly British slant) seems intended as a
sort of beginner's classroom textbook. Each
chapter ends with a list of exercises, such
as: "Design a one-page handout that would
be suitable to place in your local library and
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would inspire people to confide their sight-
ings in you. . .. Write a lecture designed to
last 30 minutes (even if you never intend
giving it)," and so on

Much of what Randles suggests is simple
common sense, which does not mean it is
trivial. Common sense, all too often absent
in the thinking of ufologists, is the basis of
all sound inquiry. Randles reminds us again
(as did Hendry earlier) that it is not just a
meaningless cliche to say that 90 percent of
raw UFO reports can be accounted for in
prosaic terms; it is the most basic truth of
UFO investigation.

But to me the book's most fascinating
section comes midway through the text,
when Randles takes up the question of oc-
cupant and contact cases, about which she
writes (page 210). “They tend to be single-
witness events (1.1 witnesses per case, in
my sample, as opposed to 2.6 per case for
general events). They tend to occur under
conditions where hallucinations/trance/
dream-states are most easily obtained (on a
lonely road, in a bedroom). They have the
properties of a dream (omissions of nones-
sential parts, acute symbology, etc.
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Unlike most of Britain's "new ufologists.”
who contend that all UFO events are simi-
larly subjective. Randles takes note of the
varieties of physical evidence and sees
these as suggestive of an objective UFO

But she thinks contact reports as a whole
can be explained in subjective psychologi-
cal terms.

Unfortunately she does not explain pre-
cisely what she means when she refers to
“contact cases.” a term that covers a very
wide variety of claims. And she weakens
her argument when she asserts that "almost
all witnesses [to such events] claim reason-
ably extensive histories of psychic or para-
normal phenomena * She is suggesting. |
gather, that this indicates such persons are

ensitive Yet
several polls taken over the past few years
have shown that most people (not just
claimants in exotic UFO cases) believe they
have had psychic experiences.

There certainly is nojustification for her
further statement (fortunately qualified at
least by an ‘allegedly) that "such wit-
nesses possess a common psychological and
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physiological makeup.” To the extent that
there is any evidence bearing on the ques-
tion at all. that evidence suggests close-en-
counter claimants are no different from any
other UFO claimants. Generally speaking,
the only thing that separates a witness to a
nocturnal light from a witness to a landing
with occupants is the strangeness level of
their respective reports.

In my opinion the standard close en-
counter of the third kind, consisting usually
ofa brief sighting of humanoids (sometimes
multiply or independently witnessed) and
more rarely of an abduction and_limited
contact, is a part of the “true” UFO phe-
nomenon. Such reports, worldwide in scope
and at least as consistent in their essential
details as other less exotic reports, do not
lend themselves to easy psychological reso-
lution — unlike the following (page 160):

“A young man .. is a failed artist living
alone in dilapidated conditions (his parents
are dead, his last girl friend left him in
1966). Out of this background came a
sighting of a huge cigarlike UFO over
Leeds in 1974. Following this, he claims
numerous telepathic contacts with alien in-
telligences. Quite often his personal
abhorrence for science and what it has done
to modern life (atom bombs, pollution, etc.)
overlaps without boundary into the sup-
posed messages from the beyond."

Stories like these, the “new ufologists” to
the contrary, have about as much to do with
the UFO phenomenon as reports from
people who claim to be getting messages
from the Russians through their teeth have
to do with international communication.
The only conceivable use they serve for
ufology is as a standard against which to
judge “normal’ people’s reports — to
which it is immediately apparent they bear
no resemblance.

Fortunately Randles is never dogmatic in
expressing her views. Instead, displaying a
modesty rare among UFO-book authors of
any persuasion, she emphasizes that her
ideas are tentative, subject to change should
additional evidence come to light. If. like
most of her ufological colleagues, she occa-
sionally assumes that we know more than
we really do. she more than compensates
for this understandable human failing with
her consistently intelligent, sensitive ap-
proach. | look forward to her next book.
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Those who follow the UFO scene will re-
member the minor furor that erupted when
James Oberg's paper ‘The Failure of the
‘Science’ of Ufology" was published in the
October 11, 1979, issue of New Scientist.
Clearly Oberg struck a sensitive nerve
among UFO proponents. But if they
thought Oberg was nasty, wait until they
read Robert Sheaffer's The UFO Verdict.
Fellow debunker Sheaffer carries
Oberg's theme to its extreme conclusion in
this loosely organized but powerful set of
anti-UFO arguments. Armed with almost
every embarrassing shortcoming of ufology,
he lets the “believers” have it with both
ray guns blazing. He blasts them for their
unbridied credulity, poor  investigative
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techniques, dishonest reporting, media
hype, unfulfilled prophecies, unverifiable
theories, internal squabbling' among UFO
groups, and more.

For the most part Sheaffers book is
based on sound scientific principles and
logical reasoning. Therefore | predict that
most ufologists will hate it. Not that all
UFO proponents are totally unscientific,
but for the great majority of believers
UFOs constitute an unshakable article of
faith, as Sheaffer easily documents.

Unfortunately a largely dictatorial tone,
exemplified by the title, pervades the book
to a degree that | found overbearing to the
point of distraction. Sheaffer writes in a
flippant and contemptuous style that is like-
ly to turn off many potentially sympathetic
readers.

For example, he is fond of saying he has
found the solution to a given UFO case,
even if his own particular “explanation”
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falls far short of being definitive. His treat-
ment of the famous multiple-witness sight-
ingat Exeter, N.H. (Chapter 11), is a prime
example.

What was described by the witnesses as
an oval-shaped object, “as big as a house."
with brilliant red pulsating lights (blinking
on and off in a regular sequence that was
repeated several times), as bright as "auto-
mobile headlights shining directly in one's
face at less than several yards away." and
rocking back and forth, was "identified” by
Sheaffer as nothing more than the planet
Jupiter.

This also is one case in which the UFO
was seen to arrive and depart, both above
and below a 60- to 70-foot-high tree line,
while under continuous observation by the
witnesses. The sighting lasted from 10to 15
minutes. Does this sound like Jupiter, even
under the most unusual viewing conditions?
1 think not.

Sheaffer's fellow debunker and mentor
Philip J. Klass was just as certain some
years ago that he too had identified the
Exeter UFO but to him it was a rare, un-
known type of plasma, “uncatalogued by
science" and akin to ball lightning.

So which is the solution — Klass' or
Sheaffer's? And who is more gullible: some-
one who believed the Exeter UFO was (and
remains) an unexplained phenomenon or
someone who believed in Klass' “freak
plasma" theory, which remains to this day
an unfounded speculation?

A truly scientific approach in such a case
as this would render the matter indetermi-
nate. leaving the reported phenomenon a
UFO — an unidentified flying object —
which means just that. In their overzealous
quest for absolute certainty (a trait they
share with most believers), the debunkers
often feel they must explain away every
sighting report even if the data needed for
proper identification are missing. The de-
bunkers' approach is closer to pseudo-
science than to true science.

I wonder if it has occurred to Sheaffer
that it might be wise to keep an open mind
about the possibility that new discoveries
may render our present-day science obso-
lete. Surely we have not suddenly seen the
last of all scientific discoveries. Why must
we wrap up the UFO phenomenon right
now. once and for all?
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From a literary standpoint Sheaffer's
book leaves much to be desired. Although
the tone (condescending and arrogant) and
viewpoint (UFOs are nonsense) are consis-
tent. the book lacks a clear organizational
structure. One subject does not follow logi-
cally from another.

But whatever its faults, as a clear state-
ment of the debunkers' position The UFO
Verdict is an important contribution.
Ronald D. Story.
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1981. 288 pages, $8.95. paperback.

Harold Sherman's voice commands re-
spect in the psychic community. Now in his
80's, Sherman wrote about psychic expe-
riences and risked his reputation in some
important psychic experiments before most
of us had ever heard of ESP. His record of
successiul psychic activity is far greater
than that of most “psychics" who have
emerged- since the occult revival of the
1970's.

Sherman's latest book. The Dead Are
Alive!, sums up a lifetime of thinking about
the problem of death and survival. In an
earlier book. You Live After Death (1944).
he offered to readers the sane, if secular,
approach of a man who had left behind the
guidance of the Church. Almost pastorally
he gave spiritual guidance to those facing
death.

In this latest volume he reverses himself
on at least one important point. Earlier he
had warned readers to avoid attempts to
communicate with the dead. He feared this
would open one's mind to "unknown psy-
chic influences.”
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The Dead Are Alive.' recounts numerous
accounts of survival experiences. Many of
these are spontaneous cases but some were
initiated by his own ESP Research Asso-
ciates Foundation as experiments with
those “unknown psychic influences.” The
anecdotes reported here are different from
the more standard survival research such as
Karlis Osis did on death-crisis events. Nev-
ertheless these accounts have that great
convincing value so frequently absent in
cold statistics. The alternative explanations
(fraud and super-ESP) are more preposter-
ous than the simple solution that suggests
survival of death

Sherman takes a final swipe at the con-
cept of reincarnation in the last chapter.
Because of Sherman's standing as a psy-
chic, 1 have tended to listen to him on this
point, especially in the face ofthe advocacy
of reincarnation based upon the revelation
of lesser psychics. He and | share a preju-
dice against life readings (which Sherman
labels “fictitious”) and the memories of so-
called past lives produced in hypnotic re-
gression. In the end. however, he protests
on philosophical grounds and argues that
reincarnation would deny the survival of in-
dividual identity and memory and by impli-
cation deny the very evidence for survival
presented in this volume.

| disagree with Sherman on some points
He relies too heavily on the Raudive tape
techniques for spirit communication. Some
ofthe stories do seem a little farfetched. But
for the most part the book makes a convinc-
ing case. — J. Gordon Melton.
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READER PROTESTS

Black magic is alive and doing well, as-
sisted by Fate's editorial policy (or lack of
it). Inthe July 1981 issue, pages 10and 11,
an advertising spread blares. "Rub the belly
of Buddha and get any amount of money
you want!" The ad maintains the Buddha
“"has magic powers of attracting GREAT
wealth and unbelievable riches to anyone
who rubs his belly!” And you foster voo-
dooism by accepting this ad for publication
in your otherwise respectable magazine?
You acquiesce to a come-on advertisement
that caters tothe avarice of unthinking peo-
ple beset by insufficient income to acquire
the material things of present-day living and
willing to grasp any means for attaining
more and more, even through magic?

Other than the immorality of such an of-
fer, the idea of "rubbing the Buddha for
money" denigrates a beautiful soul and one
of the greatest teachers in history. Lord
Buddha, who. although born to a regal
household, gave up all worldly riches to
wander around with only a begging bowl
teaching his Way to Right Living, which
did not include” attachment to material
goods. Nowhere in the commandments of
historical religions can be found so practi-
cal a guide to right living 4s that prescribed
by the Buddha in his Noble Eightfold Path
This Path leads to no desire — desireless-
ness being the one acquisition that is cer-
tain to break the chain of causation linking
one with the sufferings of birth (life) and re-
birth.

In the Dhammapada (The Path of Virtue)
averse reads: “The wise man, by vigilance,
by restraint, by control, may make for him-
self an island which the floods cannot over-
whelm." Lord Buddha stresses that power
lies within oneselfto bring about existential
results and warns that one should not be de-
pendent on Buddhas or gods (or magic). Al
that comes to us in this life rests solely upon
ourselves and "those whose appetites (for
material gains) have been conquered attain
peace in this world."

As to the idea. "Rub the Buddha's belly
and get rich,” no Lord Buddha image
should be thus desecrated; it should be
treated with respect because of what it
stands for.

Finally. | must ask this question. Would
Fate accept a two-page ad for publication
which reads. “Rub the belly of Jesus Christ
and have luck and lots of money™? | doubt
that you would insult the Christian commu-
nity in that manner — but it seems you have
no inhibitions about running an ad that is
offensive to the vast Buddhist community.

Will you publish an apology for this atro-
cious ad to the 255.000,000 votaries of
Buddhism, who love and revere Lord Bud-
dha and who consider the ad tantamount to
blasphemy? — Ruth Reyna. Huntington
Park, Calif.

MONUMENTALLY DUPED?

In Jerome Clark's review of Photographs
of the Unknown (July 1981 Fate), what
evidence other than gossip does he have
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that Katie King was the sister of Florence
Cook? And why were the virulent skeptics
of that time unable to detect this obvious
ruse?

Does Clark believe that all materializa-
tions are impossible per se and so all photos
of these are fraudulent? Or does he believe
that Crookes in particular was a monu-
mental dupe? — B. Fox. Cleveland. Ohio.

The Reviewer Replies:

Not only “virulent skeptics' harbored
suspicions that Florrie Cook wasn't all she
claimed to be. E.W. Cox, one of the most
influential and respected Victorian Spir-
itualists. was so appalled by what he saw at
seances conducted by Cook and fellow
medium Mary Showers in the Crookes
home that he publicly condemned the affair
as a hoax.

Crookes was not above being taken in by
fraudulent materialization mediums. One of
them. Anna Fay. confessed in her old age
(to Walter Frankiin Prince ofthe American
Society for Psychical Research) that she

STAB SHAPED OBJECTON
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had fooled Crookes completely. So, ap-
parently, did other mediums, many of
whom had access to his house keys (which
were copied and distributed throughout the
medium community) and were able to sneak
accomplices into the house.

Florrie Cook had a younger sister named
Katie, also a materialization medium, and
they strongly resembled each other. This
may well account for the often-noted physi-
cal similarity between Florrie and the
alleged spirit “Katie Kin

Florrie Cook was later caught faking
spirit materializations in Germany. Eric
Dingwall, the noted scholar of early psychi-
cal research, has revealed that Cook often
“posed" for fake spirit photographs.
Jerome Clark, Highland Park. III.

OBJECTS ON THE MOON
A very strange object is sitting on our
moon. It's located at almost dead center but
because of its obvious star configuration it
has been retouched out of most of the pub-
lished photos.

© 1981 =
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1 have come to the conclusion that the
star-shaped object is an example of the
broken-up or junked alien machinery that
litters the moon. It's piled up in and around
various craters and can be clearly seen in
scores of orbiter shots which, paradoxi-
cally. NASA has released.

The moon is not at all as we have been
led to believe, so the person observing with
a small telescope is likely to stumble across
this 30-mile-wide apparition with a sense of
shock. Also there is a weird rig in nearby
Crater Pallas (alternate name "Murchison")
which shimmers with an intense metallic
whitish texture. In most photos it's altered
by an artist to look like a hill

Incidentally, the cranelike rig is not
unique. At the craters Boscovitch and
Julius Caesar 275 miles east are two similar
examples, horrendous objects whose booms
or arms are about 25 miles tong.

High-priced, sophisticated telescopes are
not required to see any of these anomalies.
The 60mm astronomical telescopes sold in
discount stores are equal to the task and can
keep one busy recording alien artifacts. —
Jack P. Swaney, Las Vegas. Nev.

K NUMBERS GAME
In “The Visit of the Plumed Serpent"
(July 1981 Fate) author Luis Enrique
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Arochi mentions that Diego de Landa
spoke of the five feather plumes at the top
ofthe pyramid as an indispensable element
of the celebration.

Why five? No matter where one goes in
this world this number five is held in great
reverence. In the king's chamber in the
Great Pyramid there are exactly five stress
chambers. The Stonehenge monument in’
England was rimmed by five gigantic mono-
liths. There were seven principal actors in
the occult history of Joan of Arc. but the
main plot was woven around the magic
sword, the sword which bore five crosses on
its escutcheon. — E.L. Cole. Dallas. Tex.

REVIEWER GETS LAST WORD

In “Report from the Readers" (Septem-
ber 1981 Fate) Gerald Brittle decries my
review of his book The Demonologist. Let
me respond by saying first that | have no
a priori prejudice against the existence of
demonic possession or the efficacy of prop-
er exorcism. | have written extensively on
demonic possession and firmly believe in its
existence. | even delivered a paper on the
evidence to the 1978 annual meeting of the
American Anthropological Association —
which raised a number of eyebrows!

My objections to The Demonologist are
purely empirical. Do Ed and Lorraine War-
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ren know what they are doing? Are they do-
ing harm or good with their so-called exor-
cisms? Are they able to substantiate the
claims they make which Mr. Brittle quotes?
My answer is no to all three questions.

As for the “Amityville Horror" this
“haunting" was so thoroughly exposed as a
hoax by Rick Moran and Peter Jordan in
the May 1978 issue of Fate that only an
extremely credulous person would take the
Lutzes' claims seriously.

As for the "theological” validity of the
Warrens’ views on possession, frankly there
is none. The Roman Catholic Church lays
down specific methods by which a case of
possession can be diagnosed. Mr. Brittle
might consult Father Corrado Balducci's
paper “Parapsychology and Diabolic Pos-
session" in Spring 1966 International Jour-
nal of Parapsychology. If one compares the
true Catholic approach to demonic posses-
sion to the way the Warrens approach their
cases, one will see that the latter in no way
go about their work with the care and cau-
tion prescribed by their own Church.

It's important to remember that the War-
rens are not trained parapsychologists, they
have no psychiatric training and they are
not ordained priests. Nor do they consult
with such professionals in the course of
their work. What are their qualifications
for diagnosing or treating a case of posses-
sion or suspected possession?

Much ofwhat the Warrens say is not only
incorrect Christian theology, it isn't even
correct demonology. A lot of their talk
about the alleged differences between "dev-
ils" and “demons" and the behavior of such
denizens of evil is merely the Warrens' own
views and | challenge Mr. Brittle to cite any
academic text or author who supports

them.

Nor do 1 believe Mr. Brittle checked very
carefully on what the Warrens told him. He
cites Ed Warren's claim that the famous
“Ghost of Flight 401" (a phantom crewman
who was seen on several Eastemn Airlines
flights after an ill-fated crash) once spoke
and that its voice was picked up on tape.
For the record, this “fact" was invented by
the scriptwriter who wrote the TV-movie
version of the story! It plays no role in the
original testimony which John Fuller col-
lected for his book on the case.

If Mr. Brittle interviewed various wit-
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nesses to the Warrens' exploits, why isn't
their testimony incorporated in the book?
Why werent these validating affidavits
published along with the text? I believe Mr.
Brittle had a responsibility to present this
type of confirming evidence to his readers;
virtually no independent evidence docu-
menting any of the cases is presented in The
Demonologist. which as | said in my review
is merely a book-length interview with the
Warrens.

I have nothing to retract and | believe my
review stands as a fair, honest and justifi-
able critique of Mr. Brittle's book. | most
certainly believe in possession, exorcism
and the power of evil. What ! don't believe
are the Warrens' wild stories or their claims
that they have encountered these darker
forces ofthe spiritual realm. They therefore
run the risk of harming the people they at-
tempt to “treat.” — D. Scott Rogo. North-
ridge. Calf.

THE GRAND NONALIGNMENT

The May 1981 issue of Fate ran an ad-
vertisement depicting the “Great Conjunc-
tion" supposed to occur in December 1982.
Since so much has been said and written
about this supposedly imminent phenome-
non. | would like to set the record straight

| prepared a computer readout of the
position of the planets on December 1.
1982. and December 31. 1982. as viewed
from earth. | found that at no time are all of
the nine planets in conjunction with the
earth. They are grouped, it is true, some-
what in the same sectors of the zodiac, but
most certainly not all of them are exactly
aligned.

I suspect that the ballyhoo about this
supposed event began with a book called
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The Jupiter Effect written by two supposed-
ly reputable scientists who predicted the
“great California quake." They too wrote of
a “grand alignment.” They were wrong.
Eminent scientists pointed out the error not
long after the book was published, but
apparently the misinformation persists. —
Roy L. Wolter, Royal. Ark.

WHAT PROOF?

Why are the experiences recounted in
“True Mystic Experiences" and "My Proof
of Survival" often so old? It is usual for
them to date from the 1940's or '50's or
even the 1900's.

It is hardly surprising that skeptics disbe-
lieve these stories, most of which are so old
that they are impossible to verify. And why
should people wait so long before reporting
their experiences? Or are some of the
stories reprints from very old editions of
Fate?

1 think you could increase both the cred-
ibility and the topical interest of these sec-
tions by featuring events of 1980 and 1981.
I can't believe no one has psychic experi-
ences anymore! — Linda L. Engleman,
London. England.

How doyou verify the “true experiences"
you publish? Frankly anyonecoulddress upa
tale and get a friend to swear to it.

Inyour June issue you published “Help for
aFriend" by Susan Sheppardin “True Mystic
Experiences.” | too am psychic and 1 in no
way believe that Sheppard had the experi-
ence she describes so vividly.

I don't need a candle or astral projection
to create a situation. Sorry to be so utterly
blunt, but 1 must say here and now that a
candle, crystal ball or Ouija board is not
necessary to produce true psychic phe-
nomena. — June Lankowska. Danvers.
Mass.

PSYCHIC IN THE FAMILY

1 have just finished reading the October.
November and December 1973 issues of
Fate. | was amazed to find an article on
Mary Hayes Chynoweth (“The Woman
Who Dowsed a Fortune™), my great-great-
grandmother.

My grandfather who is still alive has told
me many tales of Mary Hayes Chynoweth. |
believe in ESP but it is a talent that must be
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. Mary Hayes CI be-
lieved that everyone had her "talents,” the
degree of which was determined by the
spiritual purity of one’s life. — Anne W.
Hayes, Stockton. Calf.

CHALLENGE TO RANDI

Bravo to D. Scott Rogo (June 1981
Fate) for exposing as unfounded and pseu-
doscientific the claims James Randi makes
in Flim-Flam! It is shocking that prominent
“rationalist” scientists casually endorse
Randi's writings without first checking with
the parapsychologists and scientists whose
work he misrepresents. Years ago Randi
sent me a note he was circulating privately
giving his version of tests two magicians
conducted on Uri Geller. 1 believed it-until
I checked with the magicians.

Omni reports that Randi has accepted a
510.000 challenge from Geller to duplicate
tests at SRI under the same controls that
were imposed on Geller. | think Randi,
after procrastinating, will back out. | doubt
he was serious in the first place and may
have accepted the challenge to save face.

In any case, it is obvious from Mr. Rogo's
article that Randi would have to have ESP
to pass the SRI tests! If Randi believes so
strongly that Geller cheated at SRI. why
didn't he undergo the same tests before writ-
ing his book? We may wonder why none of
Randi s followers publicly posed this sort of
question a long time ago. Fate's readers
will undoubtedly desire to see a follow-up
on this item because it may not be further
reported in Omni. — Anthony H. Klotz.
Babylon. N.Y.

CRASHED SAUCER LONG AGO

here is a story of the removal of a
"dead" flying saucer from the Kaba of
Mecca, possibly at about the time of
Muhammad or a little later. The Iranians
supposedly stole the flying saucer and float-
ed it up a dry riverbed that flooded once
every seven years. It took 22 years to get
the saucer someplace near caves in central
Iran.

A possibly related story alleges that seven
different pieces (radioactive?) were
shipped to seven different countries. The
people of each country developed serious
illnesses and deformities.

So stories of crashed saucers, whether

WITCHCRAFT COURSES
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true or not. have been around for a long
time. — W. B. Cunningham. San Diego.
Cali.

HOW CITIES GET BURIED

V. Fred Rayser asks how ancient civiliza-
tions got buried — as must have happened
since archaeologists find one layer built
atop another ("Report from the Readers."
August 198! Fate).

in the Middle East, at least, buildings
usually were constructed'of mud brick
which was simply sun-dried and hardly a
durable material. When the brick crumbled
and the buildings fell in or were destroyed
in war. the rubble was leveled off forming a
Eilatform a few feet higher than the previous
oundation. Here new buildings were
erected.

Over the course of centuries, a city rose
layer by layer and a mound, or tell, was
formed, some as high as 50 feet above the
original ground level. It is into such mounds
that archaeologists dig. — Regie Stecher.
Baghdad, Iraq.

SEARCH FOR A PAST LIFE

I recently learned that in a previous life |
was Marie Duchene of Montreal. Canada,
from about 1837 to 1907. | wrote the Ca-
nadian National Archives who did indeed
send me the birth record of a Marie Du-
chesne born July 17, 1852. Her mother's
name was Sophie, a fairly uncommon name,
but the given name of my grandmother.

1 have other information but needto have
it verified before making a trip to Montreal.
Is there a Fate reader who is willing to help
me in my research? — Marylee Thomas.
1514 154th St. E.. Tacoma. Wash. 98445.

NEW WORLDS TO CONQUER

We have all read that ghosts or spirits
will sometimes stay around the location
where the death of the physical body oc-
curred and reveal their presence — espe-
cially if the death was violent. So we have
haunted houses and other places which the
spirit will not leave. Even though the spirit
is on another plane of existence, it remains
in the same geographical location.

We may be fairly sure that if we keep
sending men into space some of them will
have a fatal accident. If this happens on

(Continued on page 159)
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ual. 86,60 ppd. Complete it with booksl3 tapes,
$2565 ppd. Bo Peychomety. Sience Of
Touch. ‘Catalog. 54— Bewy. Box
2085 Creve Cheur i Banat

OCCULT. SELF-IMPROVEMENT BOOKS
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SLEEP YOURSELF RICH. Free details —
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INSPIRATIONAL REVIEW. New spiritual con-
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Changes. $8.50. — Sun Publishing. Box
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Monica. CA 9040
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DEVELOPING INNER LISTENING 10.000
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LUCK NUMBER — 4771. This number is the
numerical translation of the name LOIS. If you
dream, or had a psychic experience with this
name, then play it in the state kittery or any game
of chance. It could be your lucky name. 95% of
our drerms & psychic experiences come in the
form of people, places and things. Lucky Numbers
is a book that tums your psychic experience into
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MYSTERIOUS EVENTS, people, places Send
$1.00 for sample INFO Journal. Box 367. Arling-
ton. VA 22210

HOW PREPARED are you for new deflation

HOW TO FIND YOUR MISSION inlife_Special
report foveals remarkable 10:step plan. Guaran-
teed. $3.00. — Prometheans. Box 19086. Dept
51, San Dlego CA92Il9

RUDOLF STEINERS' BOOKS Free catalog —
Anthroposophic Press. 258 Hungry Hollow.
Spring Valley. NY 10077

“end times" Latest information.
Free newslefter & catalog. — Changes. 7104
Reid, DePere. W1 54115

PSYCHIC NEWS from England Weekly Spirit-
ualist newspaper — world's largest circulation
Dollar brings three get-acquainted copies/half
price subscription details. — Psychic News. F. 23
Great Queen St.. London WC28 5BB. England
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SECRET POWER OF THE MYSTIC
MASTERS. Gain money, love. luck. Write:
Mayahousc. Box 9831-F, Fort Worth. TX 76107
ASTROSCOPE (tm). SEXOSCOPE (tm). Astro-
scope interprets your individual horoscope. for
personality, career goals and finances. Sexoscope
analyzes the energy at work in relationships and
yourprvate Ife. Approximately 1500word print:
at $9.95 each or $17.50 both. Send acairate
Gime placo and dats Of birty 1o Galaxy He.
Souneel 0. Box Sha63. Housion, 1 1108k
COMPLETE HOROSCOPE. $15 00: plus pro-
gressive. $25.00. Send birth information. — Doro-
thy Dick. 4151 Concordia. St. Louis. MO 63116
' THE PLANETS VISIT MOTHER EARTH" as
helpful little people. lliustrated story! $4.00. —
VanderNell, Box 7831. Naples. FL 33941
BIORHYTHM
KNOW_YOUR BEST DAYS' Biorhythm seven
cycles. Colorful. 12-month charts, interpretations.
Send birth date. $10.00. Satisfaction guaranteed.
— Greg P Athas. 516-FA Westmoor. Daly City.
CA 94015,
COMPUTERIZED BIORHYTHM CHART
with critical days list and_explanation, Send
$3.00forthree months or $5.00 for six months and
birth date to: Jim Loyd. Box 26633. Kirkwood.
MO 63122

BIORHYTHMS charted by gifted lady. One full
year. Send full birth date. time, place W\th $15 00
to: Mrs. A. P.O. Box 3063. Peab

Taped readings. $6.00 Send queslmns Requesled
prayers free.

BIORHYTHMS. S3.00/YEAR. Natal charts.
$800. Birtday, time, place. — Sersystems. Box
29105, Charlotte. NC 28212

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
OCCULT — WHOLESALE ONLY Unusual
books, jewelry, miscellany. Large catalog. $1.00
7 euctible — Ariva. Box 1235. Burbank. CA

FREE BOOK. "2042 Unique Proven En-
terprises.” Fabulous "unknowns.” Second infla-
tion income. — Haylings-CS, Carisbad. Ca 92008
STAY HOME! Eam big money addressing en-
velopes. Genuine offer 154. — Lindco. 3636-
CPC Peterson. Chicago. 60659
SUBSCRIBE TO FATE! Don't miss the exciting
articles and features in coming issues. See page
162 for a preview and a money-saving offer.
EXPANDED SELF-AWARENESS —

THE PHILOSOPHER S STONE of metaphysical

— in concise axiomatic form. A Comprehensive
Model ofthe Meta-Universe.” $3.50. guaranteed.
— Demaya Publications. Box 13082. Phoenix.
AZ 85002
READ SETH SPEAKS' Excited’ Enthusiastic?
Ifyou are looking for complementary information,
fellowship or counseling, personal past life read-
ings. aura readmgs and interpretations, future Ere'
dictions. write: Psychic Studies. P.O. Box 1
Bozeman. MT 59715
FORETELL FUTURE?.

ANCIENT DRUID RUNE STONES used to
foretell your future: 11 amazing stones. Guaran-
teed. $6.50. — Eve Enterprizes. Box 3535. Knox-
ville. TN 37917

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS

MASTER-TEACHER-ANALYST Fifty charac-
teristics outlined. $1.00. — Box 4913. Clearwater.
FL 33518

PERSONALITY PROFILE prepared by profes-
sional graphoanalyst. Send one page handwriting
sample. $10.00. — L. Chilton. MA.. 1142 High-
land Road. Lantana. FL 33462
NEW INSIGHTS REVEALED through your
handuriting! Certiied handuiriting analysts. Send
sample eegan Associates. Box
20735, Washingion. B Soie
HAVING TROUBLE keeping friends? Hand-
writing sample and $3.00 check bring analysis. —
HCH Scrivener. P.O. Box 2917. San Francisco,
CA 94126

HEALTH AND BEAUTY
FREE! How to use sound wavesto astrally project,
block pain, end stress! — Discom. Box 44383-
FM. Tacoma. WA 98444
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HEALTH AND BEAUTY
SECRET LANGUAGE of nature now revesled
through flower essences. Vibrational heaiing of
subtle bodies and emotions. Send now for free bro-
chure to: Flower Essence Society. P.O. Box 459-
F, Nevada City, CA 95959
SUPERBRAIN! One easy exercise excites S power-
ful brain chemicals! Guaranteed! Book.
DR 000 iers i 556> Sendora. Ca
91740

TWO ST GERMAIN herbal clixr formlac.
$11.00 ‘postpa. Please enclose #10 seif
doessed envelope. — Camar_Exterprises. %
Breckenridge. Buftaio. NY 14213
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE controlled. Holistic
formula from home-available ingredients. $2.00.
SASE. —A. Smara. 1650V2 Lyman, Los Angeles,
CA 90027,
IMPROVE YOUR EYESIGHT without glasses!
Free fascinating catalog! — Holistic Health
ggfg;rce Center. Box 20037-FT6, Seattle. WA

STOP AGING! Look and feel years younger in
days. Secret rejuvenation method now revealed in
exciting detail. Guaranteed. Send only $2.95 to-
day. Fowell. 2218 usseluhite. Orlando.” FL

HERBS
HERBS. SPICES. TEAS, natural health and skin
car products. Rare herb seeds. Free catalog. —
The Herb Patch. Box 583, Boulder City. NV
89005,

INSTRUCTION

LOVE. MONEY. POWER. Simple, ageless meth-
od highly effective. Guaranteed. $2.50. — Carl
Cato, Plumerville. AR 72127

YOGA ON TAPE! Learn from a master in the pri-
vacy of your own home. Goswami Kriyananda
speaks on: meditation, mantra. Kriya Yoga and
more! Write today! Free cassette brochure! —
Temple of Kiya Yoga. 2414 N. Kedzie.Chicago.
60647. 342-4600. Dept. FA-10-3

THE SCIENCE OF MEDITATION. For a com-
plimentary booklet on meditation as a means of re-
leasing the cnergy of the sou n service 0 human-
ity, write: Lucis Trust. Dept. F. 866 U.N. Plaza.
New York. NY 10164

ASTRAL PROJECTION: Guided journey to
Akashic Records, see past lives. Hour cassette
$15.00. — Footsteps. Belle. MO 65013

THE FORCE (and how to use it) cassette tape.
Free details. — Guided Visualizations. Box
28504, Dept. J10, San Jose, CA 95159
BECOME COSMIC MASTER: Exciting lessons
in Cosmic_Consciousness. Free Literature. —
Footsteps-F. Belle, MO 65013

22 WORDS OF PERSONAL POWER. Send
$1.00 —Rev Bill. Box 13501, Philadelphia. PA
19101

CREATIVE VISUALIZATIONS. Three meth-
ods. $1.00. Gracious living through your mental
powers, — Ophiel. 2915 Lane Drive. Concord.
CA 94518,

ASTRAL PROJECTIONS. Two safe_methods,
$1.00. Explore inner planes, — Ophiel. 2915
Lane Drive. Concord. CA 94518
PHYSICAL REJUVENATION and conscious-
ness expansion. Learn to go within, lovingly, for
these plus_ sclfealing. Six.cassette cotrse
$45. n and Margaret Bibb. 311 Gaymont
it Satomuiie NG 5457
ANYONE CAN HEAL' Ben Bibb's new 10
cassette healing course, teaching the_ Seventn
Sense methods featured in the FATE article May
‘76 issue. “First cassette atone is worth the entire
cosl says prominent banker, purchaser. $72.00
aid. — Margaret Bibb. 311 Gaymont Circle.
Bimitailc, NC She71

MEMORY IMPROVEMENT
“INSTANT MEMORY'New way to remember.
No memorization, no word associations, no sleep-
learning, no willpower, no hypnosis. Release your
PHOTOGRAPHIC memory instantly. Nothing
forgotten! Liberates EXTRAORDINARY know-
ledge. powers, confidence and energy. Discover
CONTROLLED intuition. ESP. selfmastery. Im-
mediate results! Free information.

INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED

345 Vla LaPaz
Dept. 1081
Pacific Palisades. CA 90272

MISCELLANEOUS

COLLEGE STUDENTS! Improve your grades!
Termpaper catalog. 306 pages — 10,278 titles.
Rush $1.00 (refundable!) — Research, Box
25916NR, Los Angeles, 90025. 213/477/8226
HOW TO CONQUER DEPRESSION.
Revolutionary report with effective 10-step plan.
Satisfaction guaranteed. $3. rometheans.
Box 19086, Dept. 53, San Diego, CA 92119
THE MENTAL POWER. Become acquainted
with the mysteries of nature and man: the occult
laws of the universe, telepathy, clairvoyance, as-
“tral projection, haunted houses, hypnosis, magic
rituals, levitation, crystal ball, magnetism, astrol-
ogy. Free brochures. — The Hermetists, Box 26,
Sao Pauto-SP, Brazil

WISHING DOLL. Ancient turquoise adorned
replica grants one wish. Proof positive. Use
wisely. $5.00. History, instructions free.
H.0.C., Box 80087, Dept. F1, Albuquerque, NM
87198
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*SECRETS OF THE SPIRIT WORLD." Only
$1.00 postpaid, — Methods, Box 1202F, San
Carlos, CA 94070
MANDALA LITHOGRAPHS for meditation,
decoration. Holistic, therapeutic transminer of
healing energy. Vibrant colors, hypnotic designs
for exciting visual effects. Exhilerating. Free bro-
res. — Zero Factor. Box 5023, Sioux Falls. SD
57117
1S THE DEVIL FOR REAL? The truth, $2.00.
—J.1.C. Products. P.O. Box 63-S, South Bend. IN
46624
IDEAS. INVENTIONS WANTED! Write: IMI-
FAE, 701 Sithfield, Pittsburgh. PA 15222

SEVEN UNIVERSAL LAWS explained plus
meditation technique. Use to unfold your
Send $3.00. — Workshops Unlimited, P.O. Sox
1464. Canton. OH 44708
ORIGINAL CAMERON AURAMETER, com-
bination compass, weighing device and upright
pendulum. Used to meastre auras, telepathic
beams, rays_from animate, inanimate forms
World's most sensitive_dowsing instrument.
Nickel. 49.50; Copgel $60.00. Guaranteed, —
Bill Cox. Box 30305, Santa Barbara. CA 93105
DISCOVER MYSTERIOUS SECRETS. Gain
money. love, luck. nfluence others with your
thoughts. Send $1.00 — Mayahouse. Box 9831 -P.
Fort Worth. TX 76107,
THOUGHT BLAST! Superhuman here before
Earthmen, and here now! Institutional research;
living evidence in action, Better sitdown when you
read it! $2.00 to: EDRI-F. P.O. Box 90876.
Houston. TX 77090,
FLEA FREE DOGS. Ol

NEED CREDIT?

GET VISA. MASTER CHARGE CARDwith no
credit card. Guaranteed! It's simple. Legal. Plus
other credit secrets. Free details! Send SASE to:
Inflation Reports. F A. P.O. Box 60148, Los An-
geles. CA 90060
ORGANIZATIONS,
BE A CERTIFIED TAROT MASTER! Interna-
tional Grand Lodge offers private training, secret
spreads. — Tarot International, Box 3254A, Car-
bondale. 1L 62901
PERSONAL

FREE MAIL-ORDER CATALOG, self-help
courses, astrology, numerology. Fiction, relaxation
devices, etc. — Natural Order Society, P.O. Box
326, Brookiyn. NY 11224
CHART YOUR COURSE. Send three handuwrit-
ten questions, ocoupation. $10.00. Reading covers

0 weeks to six months. — Mary Winklebleck.
34005 Beltine 140 Mesquite. TX 75181
COMPREHENSIVE TAROT READINGS only
$8.00! Send recent photo, questions! — Tarot Dy-
namics. 1548 Grove. S.D.. CA 92102
PROBLEMS. LONELY, job. family. ESP read-
ings on cassette. 10 questions. $5.00. Past life
readings. $10.00 cassette. — Suzan, 471 Daroca,
Long Beach. CA 90803
SINCERE AND GIFTED READER can help
you with _hose insurmountable problems you may
nave, through an indepth character analysis. Re-
cent photo must be sent in with request and will be
returned with, reading. SI0.00 gt donation

adys E. Galvin. P.O.

Nogesticides, pills, sprays, Costs pennies, Detals,

5385 Sase, 1 Wallacs. PO Box 345, By-
o AL 3675

MONEY

AMAZING MYSTICAL PROSPERITY princi-
ple revealed: “Penny Pyramid” Instruction Kit
never fails to produce $100 yield from $.01 seed
money. Introductory offer only $5.00. Legal, risk-
free, easy. — The Penny Peephole, P.O. Box 1790,
Studio Qty, CA 91604

MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES
NEVER WON ANYTHING? Win contests,

sweepstakes. Free details, — Trousdale Enter-
prises. 916(F) Ortz Northeast. Albuguerque, NM

NEVER WON ANYTHING? Leant how! Send
selfagcressed stamped envelope. — Gendel, Box
806-R. Levittown, PA 19058

THE 25 WORDS in this ad would cost $22.00 per
insertion (12 time rate). For details write: Adv.
Dept, FATE Nagazine. 50 Hyacinth PL.. High-
land Park. IL 6003

Box 21002 Seattle. WA 9811

INDIVIDUAL NUMEROLOGY READING on

assette tape with chart reveals your talents, des-
tiny. soul urge and more with 10-year forecast for
$20.00. postage paid. Send name at birth, birth
date. — Personal Number Forecast. 1570 W. Col
orado Blvd., Pasadena. CA 91105

EVIL EXISTS. It is present in your life. Learn to
recognize and defeat it. Complete guidance and
information, only $3.25. — N. Leppla, P.O. Box
5162, Piisburgh, PA 16206
SOUL READINGS. Exciting, uplifting personal
reading will amaze you. $5.00, — Karen Meyer.
Box 942, Bellflower. CA 90706,
NATIONALLY KNOWN Lin Springfield offers
personal advice by the exact question. 7 for
$25.00; 15 for $40.00. Must include self-ad-
dressed stamped envelope . Cash or money order
only. On cassette tape. $2.00 extra. — P.O. Box
15115, Phoenix. AZ 85060,
TRANCE MEDIUM. Three auctions, $15.00. —
Rev. Harold Burke. 3501 Igleheart, Apt. A
Evansville, IN 47712
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PERSONAL
COUNSELING HELP with your problems and
stress. General guidance and feadings. Character
orguery analysis SAE fordetals — Jean Lovet,
B8 5o 081, Fayetteville, AR 72701

TOP ASTROLOGERS read your horoscope!
Send $1.00 for "Understanding Astrology” guide,
plus computer horoscope details. — Rapunzel.
Box 703F. Woodstock. NY 12498,

YOUR PROSPERITY AND fulfillment Is your
thinking helping or hindering you? Self-scoring
test reveals. $3.00. Satisfaction guaranteed. —
Prometheans. Box 19086. Dept. 50. San Diego.
CA 92119

NATIONAL PUBLICATION FEATURED
clairvoyant. Judy Hevenly. predicted for President
Reagan. Mail orders/phone consultations. Write:
14411 Kittridge, Van Nuys, CA 91405

LEARN HOW ECKANKAR PROVIDES the
spiritual tools that will enable you to understand
and experience your divine self, the world you live
in and the_heavenly worlds during this lifetime.
Send for free. 150-page book today. Wiite: Eckan-
kar. Dept. 59, Box 3100, Menlo Park. CA 94025
YOUR NAME MEANS SUCCESS! Information.
SASE. $1.00. — Vibrations Unlimited. Box 324F.
Gasport. NY 14067

POPULAR CLAIRVOYANT Personal leadlng
Pong. P

$25.00. Name, birth date. — Sue

7014. Evansville. IN 47712
METAPHYSICAL-Spiritual answers. For infor-
mation. send SASE to: MSCS. Box 187. Mineral.

CA 96063
ANOTHER OUTLOOK" Insight — adbvice.
Birth date, stamp. $5.00: Faye-Louise. P.O. Box

30613, New Orleans LA 70190

PSYCHIC CLEANSING Free technique —
Golden Seagull Press. Box 12134. El Paso. TX
79912,

DOKTOR ZVENGHAL1 Magick Meditation
Secret Incantation cassette. $4.95. Exciting cata-
log free! Clark. Box 75825. ZE. Los Angeles. CA
90075,

SUSAN FORD, trance medium, author and na-
you to your spirit guides and reads past lives. —
Box 74872. Los Angeles. CA 90004,
EGYPTIAN CARD READING. Write 28 num-
bers at random between | and 54, Enclose birth-
day. stamped envelope and $6.00 to: Osirian. 438
West 7th. San Pedro. CA 90731

PERSONAL POTENTIAL READINGS for
your spiritual advancement, Helpful advice all sit-
uations. Free literature: Sarska. clo_Footsteps
Foundation. Box 192. Belle. MO 65013
TAROT READINGS. $10.00. Birth date helpful.
— Kay Egan. Box 25661. Chicago. IL 60625

AUTOMATIC WRITER answers five present
and future questions. $10.00. — Lillian Swansen.
140 A St, Golden. CO 80401

PROFESSIONAL CLAIRVOYANT Rev. Joan-
na Byers. P.O. Box 926. Tijeras. NM 87059.
$1.00 per question.

AUDREY HUNT. Spiritual artist draws "Reflec-
tionsof the Soul." Donations. $15.00 per drawing
includes cassette and mailing. — 7622 N. 47th
Drive. Glendale. AZ 85301.602/.934-3764. The
Circle of God is Eternity.

SAVE ON BIRTH CONTROL supposlmrles 35
years tested recipe. $5.00. — Studio. 1236 Marl-
borough. Dallas. TX 75208

LOSE WEIGHT. Herbal combination burns away
fat. reduces appetite. Second order at discount.
Send $10.00 — Box 2047. Sheffield Lake. OH
44054

NAME ON HEALING LIST Counseling, one
problem. Send birth date. $5.00. — Awareness
Center, Box 2047, Sheffield Uike. OH 44054

AWAKEN GOD WITHIN; learn how to think to
live abundantly $10.00. — ANP. 1236 Marlbo-
rough. Dallas. TX 75208

INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN parapsycholo-
gist will answer 10 questions for $5.00 or a life
reading for $10.00; on cassette tape. $1.50 extra.
Send to: Dr. Albert Hefferan. Green Lake, Cale-
donia, MI 49316

NEW — INTRODUCTION Your five questions
answered profoundly. $2.00. — Rev. Bill. Box
13501, Phlladelphla PA 19101,

/ADDE — Noted advisor answers six_questions.
$5.00. — 75 Willett St., Albany. NY 12210
PAST LIFE READING and your aura described.
$20.00 Cassette. $30.00. Questions. $2.00 each
Send photo (fetumed) — Aura. Box 602. Derby
Line. VT 05830,

Especially yours: Personal, three typed_pages.
Psychometry reading from signature. $10.00.
plus: for problem discussion, personality pointers,
aptitudes, list three questions, names, birth dates.
35 years experience. — el Hazell, Box
1005-F. South San Francisco. CA 94080

STARDATE 2001 Three questions and birth
date. $9.00. — Stardate. Box 2001. Ruidoso. NM
88345

LEARN TO APPLY MIND-ENERGY through
study of the subconscious and fulfill your goals
more quickly and easily: Send for free book that
telshowsto put Mayan Mentology towork fo you!
Write: Rose Dawn. P.O Box 2710. Dept. N-81.
San Antonio. TX 78209

AGE OLD CHANT that is used to obtain any de-
sire and grant any wish that is not evil, will be sent
toyou. Instructions included. $5.00. — Temple of
Power. PO Box 134. Deerfield. IL 60015
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ATTRACT A PERFECT MATE with fantasy
and visualization? s it possible? Does it work?The
answer s yes! Cassefte tape. Free details. —
Guided Visualization. Box 28504. Dept. FL-10.
San Jose. CA 95159 _
READINGS BY HEDY FRENCH P.O Box
593, Marcellus. M1 49067. Four questions. $6.00.
Successfully known.
PROBLEMS" Destiny forecast.
answered, plus 31 secrets. $3.00.
324, Ontario. CA 91761
FREE! 1981 Life Cycle Report. Reveals mare
than Astrology or Biothythm. Send birth date with
E — F Koenig. Box 1025. Paradise. CA
95969
$5.00 FOR THREE QUESTIONS Additional
questions. $1.00 each. Send birth date, hair color,
stamped envelope — Barrett. 29 Holly Blvd..
Scotia. NY 12302
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED' Details and
psychic mandala freel — Psychic Source. Box
2043. Olympia. WA 98507
OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. Worldwide
membership, male and female. Send dollar bill to:
Baraka Aegis, The Golden Wheel. Liverpool LIS
3HT. Englan
FIVE QUESTIONS ANSWERED. Send $5.00.
birth date and st Peterman, 2236 Van
Ranaseiner Drive. “Sehenectaty. NY 12303
“COSMIC GOOD LUCK." Mystical secrets of
wining money contests, loterls, bingo. Only
$1.4 Mayahouse. BOX 9831-P. Fort Worth.

5 questions
— Oracle. Box

TX 76107

BE PRESIDENT OF YOUR OWN nonprofit cor-
poration. Realize your dreams. Qualify for tax-free
government and foundation grants. Free details. —
TOU F-10. 432 Pacific Coast Highway. Hermosa
Beach. CA 90254

REINCARNATION RESEARCH LAB an-
nounces its new program. Identity Survival. Past
life reading, present life analysis, future life
jection. Free information: — Post Office Box
1046. Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274

PRODUCTS-NOVELTIES
CARNELIAN & SILVER PENDULUM Na-

tions included. $9.95. — GEM. Box 10451-FA.
Baltimore. MD 21209

| AM. 14K gold charm. Wear to remember you
are what you think. $16.00. Other metaphysical
charms and chains, sterling silver and 14K gold.
List available on request. — Jerrylou Unlimited.
Box 5245. 19332 Newhaven. Huntington Beach.
CA 92646

BRICK DUST to keep away bad luck! (its
sweeping the country!) as prescribed by New
Orleans’ Voodoo Queen, the legendary  Marie
Laveau. Send $3.95 for small quantity and history.
— Royal Street Trading Co.. Box 121374. Nash-
ville. TN 37212

GENUINE SHARK TOOTH (luck-love). $5.00
— Larry Klein. 804 S. Harbor Drive. Venice. FL
33595

LUCKY MYSTICAL TALISMAN, only 504. —
Elsico. GPO Box 2095. Dept. XI. Brooklyn. NY
11202

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 25
years experience. Questions answered. $15.00. —
SyBi Howartn. BCM Camonile. London. WCIN
3XX. Engl

REVEALING PAST LIFE READ\NG Give full
name, birth date.” $15.00. Howarth.
BN Comomile- London WWCIN . England
FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests. —
Universal Prayer Group. Box 42. Mira Loma. CA

HOW TO HAVE GOD answer your rayers This
plan is guaranteed to work every time. $

Robert Wagner. Box 5863. Chicago. IL. I
INNER VISION — Five questions answered, Send
birth-date, stamped envelope. $3.00. — Merritt
Reed, P.O Box 42664, Tucson. AZ 85733

ESP LABORATORY The new research service
group can help you. For FREE information write:
Al G. Manning. ESP Laboratory. 7559 Santa
Monica BIvd , Los Angeles. CA 90046

HOW TO BUILD AN INSTANT FORTUNE!
Proven secret — first time told. Guaranteed. No
effort, expense, risk. Details free! — Nubrenetics.
Inc.. Box 2201-F. Fort Myers. FL 33902

TAHITIAN PERFUME! Bewitching sample.
$1.00. — ODells. Box 1703
Frescatt Az 5602
PYRAMIDS

SILVER PVRAMID slerlm worn as pendant
$20.00; 14K gold. $ ther metaphysical
charms, chains. List vaiable an request. —
Jerrylou Unlimited. 19332 Newhaven Lane. Box
5245. Huntington Beach. CA 92646

PYRAMID GUIDE, international Newsletter.
9th year. World-wide pyramid free-energy experi-
ments. reports, antigravity, telepathy, dowsing,
crystals. 504 bring sample copy, catalog-resume.
55 back issues in print. Also, papers at $2.00each
Ancient Instruments of Initiation. Egyptian Power
Technology. Musical Resonance in Great Pyra-
mid. Ancient Energy Headress. Remote Sensing
and Form Energy Revealed, — Pyramids. Box
30305, Santa Barbara. CA 93105. Phone:
805 682-5151.

REINCARNATION ASTROLOGY

RECEIVE GUARANTEED HELP from Rein-
carnation Astrology. Birth date. Donation $5.00.
— Sisters. Box 58306. Tukwila. WA 98183
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RECORDS AND TAPES

EXERCISE YOUR INNER EYE Visualization
exercises, healing imagery, creative dreaming and
more! Cassette tapes. Free catalog. — Guided Vi-
sualizations. Box 28504. Dept. F-10. San Jose.
CA 95159

LOSE WEIGHT, stop smoking, other annoying
habits. Made to order using your name person-
alized on cassette tape. Send $10.00 to: Albert
Hefferan Ph D.. 2679 Aramon Drive. Rancho
Cordova. CA 95670

YOU ARE PSYCHIC! You can develop your psy-
chic powers with self-hypnosis tapes. Do your own
past life regressions. Free tape catalog. — Napa

New Age Enterprises. Dept. f. 1698 San Vicente.

Napa. CA 94558

NEW DISCOVERY UNLOCKS enormous sub-
gonscious mind potter! Program though distribu-
tion network with Success Power Reactors. Cas-
sette only S14.95 from Natural Success Institute.
11602 Star View. Austin. TX 78750. See our ad
on page 20.

FREE LITERATURE or order today. Well of
Wisdom. Ten 90-minute cassettes by Anthony
Fisichelia. A Daring and Dynamic Presentation of
Karma. Reincarnation and the Cosmic Constitu-
tion of Man. The subjects covered: 1. Introduction
to Esoteric Thought. 2. Evolution. 3. Reincarna-
tion and Karma 4. Reincaration continued. 5.
Constitution of Man. 6. Fifth Kingdom. 7. Seven
Rays. 8. Triune Nature of Being. 9. Seven Planes.
10. Life of Christ seen Esoterically. More than 15
hours of material exploring the world of esoteric
thought. Normally offered at £129.50. Order
through this special offer for $100.50 postpaid

Free album with entire program orders. Order any
three or more tapes for $11.95 each. NY add tax.
— ARC. 239F Glencove Ave.. Seacliff. NY
11579,

WORDS + MUSIC - SUPERLEARNING
(tm). Agquarian Age intemational learning brezk-

LET'S TALK ABOUT Life After Death;cassete
tape by Reverend Befi King, sirualist medium;
$9.95. "A Psychic's True Story." book by Rever-
end e Beti. explains how and why she became a me-

w psychic phenomena affects your
e85, Bookiape roh S100. Privas conaul
tation. — Desen Center for Psychic Research.
Box 787. Mojave, CA 93501
HYPNOTIC REGRESSION CASSETTE,
recording of an actual regression with analysis
$10. BETR. 2626 Metairie Lawn Dr... Suite
107, Melalne LA 70002
TEST YOUR ESP! Exciting hour cassette. $5.00.
— Footsteps. Belle. MO 65013

RELIGION

BECOME DOCTOR AND MINISTER The
most honored titles in America today. Free bro-
chure —or send $39.00 foday for your complete
professional_package. Full refund if not com-
pletely satsied, - Church of Universal Brother-
00d. 6311 FM-8. Yucca St. Los Angeles. CA
90028

BECOME METAPHYSICAL HEALING
Minister. Diploma ordination, correspondence. —
University of Healing. Campo. CA 92006.
YASU. NOT JESUS is Christ's name. — K.M.B.
P.0. Box 16105. Columbus. OH 43216
BECOME AN ORDAINED MINISTER Stan a
non-profit_organization. Many benefits! Creden-
tials and information. $10.00. — Universal Life
Church, 1335 Seabright Ave.. (F). Santa Cruz.
CA 95062

THE MARK OF THE BEAST is upon you. Rev.
13:16-17. Wake up! Write: Raven. 8504 W. Ar-
den. Milwaukee. W 53225

SELF IMPROVEMENT

INCREASE PSYCHIC KNOWLEDGE. Home
Study course. $12.50. Guaranteed satisfaction. —

r. Banks. Box 215I-F10. Roswell.
38201

mulllply Ieaiming spoe (acts, Iangua?es) - develop
supermemory, reduce stress, dissolve  learning
blocks. Used: education, sports, business. U.S.
gov't, colleges worldwide. Superleaming “how-
to” hardcover. $12.00. Tapes: Stress-Easing Mu-
sic/Relaxation. $12.00. Cassette courses, free in-
formation. — Superleammg 17 Park Ave.. Dept.
F. N.Y.C. 100

ALING MEDITATION, Rev Lawrence
Althouse will lead you through relaxing, healing
experience. Satistaction guaranieed. Cassett
$4.95 postpaid. — ~ Dept. EI 632 South
Eosul Elpabeintonn, A 17035
CASSETTE RECORDINGS in metaphysics, self
help, music and more! For free catalog, write:
Pathmark Tapes. Box 7251, Grand Rapids. MI

DISCOVER RELAXATION — gain inner
awareness with "Transitions” tapes. Female nar-
rator. Free catalog. — Motivation-F. 1713 Fox
Creek Circle. Richmond. VA 23233
POWER PROGRAMMING. Leant the secrets of
the ages for health, healing rches, Free deail. —
JFM. P.O. Box 1008, Media. PA 19063
ANYONE INTERESTED learning how to sleep
lessor none, write: B Bradford. 3511 S. 172. Seat-
tle. WA 98183

SERVICES
SERVICE THROUGH TRIANGLES. Three
people linking in thought each day provide chan-
nels for circulating spiritual energy within a plane-
tary network of light and goodwill. — Triangles.
Dept. F. 866 U N. Plaza. New York. NY 10164
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PERFUME CAN MATCH psyche. Chart,
sample. $1.00. — Christina. Box 273. Ocean City.
NJ 08226

STOCK BARGAINS. FREE LIST! SAS E.—
9157 Trujillo. Sacramento. CA 95826
BE HONORARY DOCTOR OF DIVINI-
TY/NAPRAPATHY. Ministerial

VOODOO WITCHCRAFT & Esoteric Occult.

Glant 200-page catalog, — Magickel Childe. 35
W. 19th St.. NYC. NY 10011

MAGICKAL PUBLICATIONS! “Pagan

Renaissance" (quarterly_ Witchcraft_journal).

$1200, “The Color Book: Rials, Charms &

Chrters (ndependem chapters) available, Omni-
denominational. Free details.

Acquarian Church 432-FIO. PCH Kermoss
Beach. CA 90254

STAMPS
PENNY APPROVALS for beginners. — Davis.
Box 10542. Jackson. MS 39209

STUDY COURSES,

YOU CAN RECEIVE Cosmic Consciousness and
the nine powers ofthe Holy Spirit without medita-
tion. Seven lssons, $10.00. - Universiy, 1096,

4K. Winchester. VA 22601.
Teachmg dameris ofshe i ight.

TAROT
TAROT DYNAMICS' A comprehensive_ten-
lesson dvination course. Details. SLOO. —Tarot
Dynamics. 1548 Grove. S.D.. CA 92102
TAROT SECRETS REVEALED. Complete
correspondence course which penetrates to the
depths ofthis ancient knowledge. FREE informa-
tion: New Dawn Center. 1230 N Poplar. Dept.
FCT. Fresno. CA 93728
TAROT CATALOG features 40 pages Tarot
decks, cartomancy, occult books, etc Send $1.0(
t0:U.S. Games Systems. Dept. FM. 38 East Sind
st. New York. NY 10016

TREASURE ANDING,

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away with ul-
trasensitive locator Brochure free. — Research
Products, Box 270270-AZC. Tampa. FL 33688

WITCHCRAFT
FEMINIST WICCA. Universal Goddess Center.

Inc. Readings, consultations, healing by mail.
1981 -82 catalog. $2.00. — 442B Lincoln. Venice.
CA 90201

FREE CATALOG. Thousands of occult, spirit-

ual. metaphysical, witchcraft, psychic supplies. —

International. Box 2010-FT. Toluca Lake. CA
91602

QCCULT CATALOG (English,Spanish) Herbs,
sprays, religious items, etc t India
Company. Box 206-G. South Pasadons, CA
91030

OCCULT SUPPLIES CATALOG. Rituals,
runes, talismans, incense, oils, herbs, crystals.
$1.00 refundable with first order. — Coven Gar-
dens. Box 1064. Boulder. CO 80306

“Magickal Days" (calendar, essential for working
Magick). $4.50: unique catalog of occult supplies.
$2.00. Send to: Castle Rising. P.O. Box 5538.
Denver. CO 80217

WITCHCRAFT SPECIA

6 books. $10.00.
Complete course. $30.00. 2 magazines, $3.00. —
Manello. 153 West 80, New York, NY 10024
TROUBLED. MISFORTUNED. HEXEDS Try
the legendary powers of the Unknown. $5.00 con-
tribution appreciated. Catalog $2.00. — Witch
Adonia (F). P.O. Box 1119. Gretna. LA 70053

REPORT FROM THE READERS
(Continuedfrom page 150)
another planet, will the astronauts' spirits
stay there, come back to earth, go on to
where most spirits go — or what? Yes, |
know the spirit will be on another plane of
existence but it will also be at another geo-
graphical location — maybe even light-
years away from earth. Ifa person is killed
in another solar system, will he start a new
spirit world there? — James C. Shelton.

Nashville. Tenn.

GETTING THE MESSAGE

A sequence of events occurred in Califor-
nia during September 1980 which | believe
will prove significant in the future.

On September 3. 1980. a tremendous
UFO sighting occurred over the Crowley
Lake area 25 miles north of Bishop. Several
witnesses, including some sheriffs depu-
ties, reported seeing a large object in the
sky which released 15 to 25 smaller objects.
The sighting lasted for about four hours,
from 1:00 A. M. to 5:00 A. M.. and news of
it was broadcast over radio station K1BS.
Bishoy

Reflecting on this sighting. 1 felt certain
that extraterrestrial intelligences were mon-
itoring the fault lines in California. It's a
well-known fact in UFO circles that ufo-
nauts have been charting the fault lines for
many years. | believe the ufonauts were at-
tracted to this area by the May 21. 1980,
earthquake which rocked the Mammoth
and Bishop areas. It's also a well-known
fact that the Mammoth area is volcanic and
about to be activated.
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On September 6. 1980, David R. Mason,
a resident of Fresno, Callif., received a mes-
sage from Jesus Who admonished America
to repent of its ways and made special ref-
erence to California. Mr. Mason was urged
to publish Jesus' message in a daily newspa-
per, the Fresno Bee. which he faithfully aid.
Jesus called this nation “a wicked genera-
tion .. . worse than Sodom and Gomorrah.”

Next. | heard that on September 29.
1980, a spaceman who calls himself “Sol-
tec ' dictated a communication to a medium
regarding the sinking of the Los Angeles
and San Francisco Bay basins.

Is someone trying to tell us something? —
sam Alfieri, Bishop, Calif.

NARROW ESCAPES
In “Report from the Readers® (March
1981 Fate) | asked if anyone had had the
frightening experience of coming to a rail-
road crossing, carefully looking both ways,
seeing no train and

FATE

These and many other aspects of our pets
are worthy of further exploration. | hope
some of your readers would like to engage
in dialogue on this subject. 1 am planning to
generate such dialogue — an exchange of
experiences and ideas — through a news-
letter and will send details to any Fate
reader who sends a stamped self-addressed
envelope. —Ruth Weddle, 22235 Parthenia
St.. Canogn Park. Calif. 91304,

THE KARMIC TIES
1am a medium and | agree with Dr. lan
concerning the ct of
trance mediumship in “Xenoglossy —
Proof of Reincarnation?” (July 1981 Fate).
First, the trance state requires a conscious,
voluntary decision from the medium and
second, it usually lasts only about an hour
or so. However, the case of Uttara’s behav-
ior as a 19th-Century Bengali is a special
example of - karmlc rescue mediumship.”

across, only to barely escape a rushing loco-
motive. Seven people replied and all had
had this experience. Possibly thousands of
others never lived to tell of it!

These instances, together with the un-
happy incident wherein four children play-
ing on a track were run down, oblivious to
the persistent warning whistle of the loco-
motive. lead me to suppose my theory of
“the psychic blinder syndrome" is valid.

I welcome letters on other narrow es-
capes. Polaroid photos of ghosts, cassette
records of spirit voices and spirit fra-
grances. — John P. Bessor. Route 4. Butler.
Pa. 16001,

NO PETS ALLOWED IN HEAVEN?

I think 1 first turned away from organized
religion when | was told on church
authority that animals are filthy and soul-
less and will find a “No Pets Aliowed" sign
on the pearly gates.

Is there a reason why some of us are an
easy mark for the stray dog or cat on the
doorstep? Do our pets understand elation,
grief and "the blues™? Does animal
consciousness constitute a valuable backup
system to the human counterpart, capable
of teaching us many things — from lhe
healing arts to

Sharada is a con-
sciousnase that has been in a sort of coma
due to the traumatic nature of her death. It
is well-known that violent death often re-
sults in difficulty in accepting the transition
to the nonphysical state.

In the case of Sharada. the consciousness
energy chose to withdraw from activity
rather than face the transition. She is now
ready to work through the fact of death and
transition but needs the assistance of a
physical being to express and integrate this
awareness into her consciousness. Active
consciousness energies work with physical
people regularly in order to grow and ex-
pand until the previous life reaches a state
of relative unimportance. When Sharada's
consciousness has regained sufficient
energy to carry on it will no longer intrude
on Uttara.

The mediumship of Uttara is a karmic
fulfillment. It is a voluntary rescue of the
inactive consciousness energy of Sharada
Uttara may not be aware of this voluntary
act but she intuitively knows the karmic
purpose and consents to it on that level of
awareness. Sharada is not a prior incarna-
tion of Uttara or an aspect of Uttara’s pres-
ent personality; however, there is a very
strong karmic tie from a prior life. The

Do animals reincarnate? Will they meet
their former owners again?

state of the inactive conscious-
ness energy explains the length of the stay
ofthe Sharada personality.



REPORT FROM THE READERS

When Sharada regains sufficient activity
and accepts her transition, she will move on
to other experiences. It is not likely that Ut-
tara will continue to express the other per-
sonality once the karma is fulfilled. — Ugan-
da Mayhew, Frankfort, Ky.

THE SEARCH GOES ON

I have been all over the world and wher-
ever 1 found myself, | visited the local spir-
itualists and psychics. I have seen hundreds
of them and spent thousands of dollars on
readings. Some Of these psychics claimed
the ability to change events, influence
minds and even reunite loved ones.

The grand total of one percent of these
had true psychic ability. The remaining 99
percent were charlatans and outright
frauds. | would disbelieve ESP altogether
except that | have had psychic experiences
myself.

| would like to hear from Fate readers
about their experiences with psychics,
whether positive or negative. — Stan Wal-
ters, P.O. Box 1694. Bartow. Fla. 33830.

I am researching the “hollow earth"
theory and if any Fate readers can share in-
formation or paraphernalia from organiza-
tions involvedwith this, please write me. —

. A. Eggeman, R. R. 4. Box 376, Georg
town. Ind. 47122

1 would like to hear from anyone who has
had two or more past life readings from dif-
ferent readers.

Theoretically, all past life readings for
one individual should agree and contain es-
sentially the same information. 1 am en-
deavoring to discover if this holds true. —
P. 1. Edie, 9869 Ravenna Rd.. Box /29.
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087.

Feeling abandoned, frustrated, with no
one to guide you? Whatever your goal or
wish, let's organize andJielp each other. No
more theories, no fees, no “good luck
charms." Let's bypass our mistakes and
share our knowledge. With sincerity and
love, let's extend helping hands to each
other. —Heidi Konas, R. R. 4, Leamington.
ont.. Canada.
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FASTER THAN
OUIJA BOARD!

Smooth-rolling ball bearings
speed flow of automatic
writing — end awkward pauses.

THE PLANCHETTE

Finely hand-crafted of smooth wood
Wood-rssin polish gives a high lustre.

Many experienced automatic writers learned with
aplanchettc and still find it the only way to obtain
manifestations. Once you have acquired the gift,
youwill agree that the planchette is far superior to
the Ouija Board. It is particularly favored by
those who prefer to work in meditafive solitude.
HOW THE PLANCHETTE WORKS:
Specially-fitted pencil forms one leg of
planchette. the other two rolling free on ball bear-
ings These ball bearings permit the slightest in-
dication of movement to effect, the finiest
wisp of pressure transmitted through your hand.
Only a supem)r F‘mwuct an authentic ESYChIC ap-
liance. ave this expensive ballbearing
feature. Ccmplele instructions for use of the plan-
chette. as well as for its care and protection, are
included with this advanced psychic instrument.

ORDER YOURS TODAY! ONLY 17JS



WHAT HAS FATE IN STORE

FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the
unknown . truths you find
nowhere else . articles and
stories to fire your imagina-
tion—that's what FATE has in
store for you. Here is Editor
Mary Fuller’s report on stories
planned for future issues:

00 Cassadaga, Fla., is home to some
of America’s leading Spiritualist me-
diums, who provide what many con-
sider to be conclusive evidence of
life after physical death.

00 It has been called the greatest
mystery of the sea — the unex-
plained disappearance of the crew
of the Mary Celeste. Now, over a
century later, the mystery has been
solved.

00 Do you have to die at 70? Not
necessarily. Science has already
found away to prolong life up to 120
years — and soon human beings
may be living as long as three cen-
turies.

00 Wilhelm Reich has been-dead a
quarter of a century but his once-
heretical ideas — which landed him
in prison — are now being reeval-
uated by scientists and physicians.

Each month FATE publishes more
40.000 words of true articles on the stn
the unusual, the unknown. You ran read
stories only in FATE because FATE ii
only magazine of its kind in the world!

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE —
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

CLARK PUBLISHING CO.

170 Future Way, Dept. D0026
Marlon, OH 43302

1 1 wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow.
1 g specl pr pmce (check square)

$14%5 O 12lssues, $795
A (chelun subscnmm add $4.00 postage.
I Canadian subscriptions add $2.00 postage)
| Fielgsed is O cash 3 check C money order

1 Begin my subscription with
1 0 Check 1 his renews a prEVGTS Subscripion
1 Your first copy will arrive In & to 8 weeks

162



Addr Card No Exp date
City/State/Zip.



INSIGHT...

The Unspoken Words OfInner

VISION

You have heard it. You have seen it — that

sudden flash into consciousness of aword or
a mental image. Its clarity is unmistakable.
Call it hunch, or intuition, it can and does
solve problems. It suggests ways to accom-
plishment where all previous thought may
have failed.

Whence comes such light of the mind?
What mental processes generate such prac-
tical uselul thoughts? Why wait for these
occasional and mysterious flows of creative
thought from the inner recesses of mind?
Learn how to provide the value of insightat
will

Let the Rosicrucians, a worldwide organi-
zation, prove to you. as they have to thou-
sands of other men and women, that there is
more to life than you would ordinarily sus-
pect. Not theories, buta practical application
of cosmic laws for everyday use.

ooii
~Points.

ion) extend to you

copy of the book

is not for the idly

_ forattainment and

peace profoundinife. Use thé coupon below.

the ROSICRUCIANS amorc

| SCRIBE: DGZ
| Rosicrucian
| Order, AMORC

| Rosicrucian Park
| San Jose,

| California 95191
|_US.A.

San Jose, California 95191, U.&A,

DGZ
Kindly send me a free copy of The Mastery |
of Life. | am sincerely interested in the inner |
functions of self.
Name, [

Address, ]






