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E D I T O R I A L
S you have probably already noticed, this issue is marked

“May-June.” Owing to unfortunate delays we were urn
able to publish it earlier; therefore we have thought it best 

to combine May and June, and in future the issue for each month 
will be published on the first of that month, e.g., that for July on 
July 1, and so on. All subscriptions will be carried forward one 
month, so that each subscriber will get the full twelve issues.

In the New York Times for May 25 there is a very interest" 
ing article on Professor Arthur H. Compton’s views regarding the 
atom. It quotes Professor Compton as saying that the new physics 
admitted the possibility of mind acting on matter and suggested that 
the thoughts of men were perhaps the most important things in 
the world.

He goes on to say: “In fact, a certain freedom of choice may, 
it seems to me, be considered as an experimental fact with which 
we must reconcile our theories.

“If freedom of choice is admitted, it follows by the same line 
of reasoning that one’s thoughts are not the result of molecular re' 
actions obeying fixed physical laws. For if they were, his thoughts 
would be fixed by the physical conditions and his choice would be 
made for him. Thus, if there is freedom there must be at least some 
thin\ing possible quite independently of any corresponding cerebral 
process.

1 On such a view it is no longer impossible that consciousness 
may persist after the brain is destroyed. An examination of the evi" 
dence seems to support the view that there is no very close corre" 
spondence between brain activity and consciousness. It seems that 
our thinking is partially divorced from our brain, a conclusion which 
suggests, though of course does not prove, the possibility of con' 
sciousness after death.

The italics are ours and are intended to draw attention to 
views which have been long held by us, and it is encouraging to note 
that science is gradually but surely coming to the same conclusions.

A t times we are inclined to be somewhat impatient at the 
slowness of scientific men to recognize facts that have been plain 
to us for many years, but, after all, there is no need to be unduly 
upset, about it, for time is on our side, and eventually what is now 
proclaimed by the few will be accepted by the many.
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HOW I BECAME INTERESTED 
IN PSYCHIC SCIENCE

B y

Florizel von Reuter

(Editor's Note.—Wc consider ourselves very fortunate in having 
secured a series of articles by Mr. Reuter, who, besides being an earnest 
student of psychic phenomena—Sir Arthur Conan Doyle once said of 
him "I know of none who combines the fervour of Spiritualism with the 
keenness and caution of the psychic researcher to such an extent"—-has 
had considerable experience in his own family circle for many years. 
He has lectured upon the subject in many countries, and wc advise all 
our readers to peruse his articles with attention.

As many of our readers probably know, Florizel von Reuter was a 
musical prodigy, and in a subsequent issue wc propose to give an account 
of his interesting career. He has published two books in German on
musical subjects, as well as two in E 
which arc well worth the attention 
nomcna.)

UNTIL I had reached my 
thirtieth year all things 
pertaining to the Psychic 

and to Spiritualism were a 
sealed book to me. I do not 
mean to imply that I was a rank 
materialist or an atheist. How­
ever, I could not reconcile my 
ideas of logic with any of the 
orthodox creeds. It was when 
my frame of mind had begun to 
border upon the agnostic that I 
was granted my first insight into 
the mysteries of Spiritualism.

I owed my first seance, which 
was destined to place the cor­
nerstone of a new edifice of be­
lief, to my old friend, the I Ton. 
Lyman J. Gage, former Secre­
tary of the Treasury under Mc­
Kinley and Roosevelt, Mr. Gage 
had for some forty years taken 
a keen interest in psychic mat­
ters, and I knew him as a man 
of such intense integrity, that I 
had no option but to believe the

Psychical matters, both of 
all interested in psychic phe-

many amazing stories of per­
sonal experiences he related me 
when I was. visiting him in his 
hrnne in San Diego one summer.

It was at my solicitation that 
he arranged for a sitting to be 
held in his home upon his 
eighty-ninth birthday with a 
direct voice medium of San 
Diego, by name TTelia White. I 
am, myself, of such a critical 
turn of mind that I should have 
found it difficult at first to be­
lieve in the genuineness of the 
phenomena, which took place in 
intense darkness, had not Mr, 
Gage previously told me that 
Mrs. W hite had repeatedly sat 
under severe control conditions 
in his home.

In the course of this sitting a 
“spirit identity" claiming to be 
the great Italian violinist, Nicolo 
Paganinni, spoke to me in Italian 
giving a remarkable test of iden­
tity concerning a matter of
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which the medium could not 
have been cognizant. This ex­
perience was sufficiently remark­
able to convince me that there 
must be more behind Spiritual­
ism than the trash of which I 
had always heard. (Until one 
begins to investigate it is sur­
prising how little one knows 
about the subject. With right, 
Schopenhauer remarks: “that
which one laughed at yesterday, 
one examines today, and tomor­
row it becomes the most natural 
thing in the world." So it has 
been with me in the case of 
Spiritualism.) In that first sit­
ting, I had just enough of phe­
nomena to whet my appetite for 
more. My mother and I re­
turned to Europe, after some in­
teresting experiences with clair­
voyants which 1 have described 
in my book “The Psychical Ex­
periences of a Musician." P»ut 
it was not until we were settled 
again in our woodland home in 
the great German forests of the 
Mark, Brandenburg, that our 
real initiation with psychic mys­
teries began.

My mother then suddenly de­
veloped psychic power and be­
gan to receive astounding com­
munications through the me­
dium of a German automatic 
writing board, the construction 
and theory of which are mate­
rially different to either the 
Ouija Board or the Planchette.

It consists of a board, on one 
side of which the letters of the 
alphabet arc printed—the dis­
tance between the letters being 
so small that subconscious or 
conscious memorizing of the po­
sition of each letter is impos­
sible. Opposite the letters, on 
the lower half of the board, one 
places a small round hollow box

of celluloid with a pointer. This 
box serves as a od-collector, or 
magnetism generator and is set 
in motion by the magnetic cur­
rent flowing from the fingers 
one places upon the box. It will 
be seen that the controlling prin­
ciple is essentially a scientific 
one. The movement is con­
trolled by magnetic force, the 
messages spelled out by the in­
dicating pointer which arc taken 
flown by someone sitting oppo­
site are cither products of the 
subconscious fantasy of the au- 
tomatist, or they arc (as, I am 
convinced, is often the case) 
genuine spirit communications. 
The first messages given us 
through the medium of this little 
apparatus (which the inventor 
has called “the Additor") were 
delivered by a controlling Intel­
ligence who gave the name 
Euphrosyne and stated that she 
had been of Latin and Catholic 
origin. Subsequent examination 
of.a Catholic dictionary enabled 
us to identify the personality as 
that of an ancient Catholic saint. 
A peculiarity of Euphrosyne's 
messages was that they were in­
variably given i,n mirror writing, 
that is to say, each word was 
spelled backwards, for instance:

hcicztuhcshcicnohcshcicthca 
bocbhcienrawhcietarhciehca 
wnebcisnethcilfprbahhci.—

etc. etc.
Thus began the first communi­

cation we received, in which 
Euphrosyne presented her cre­
dentials as a guardian spirit.

After many futile attempts to 
unravel this cipher, I suddenly 
remembered that spirit messages 
are sometimes transmitted in­
verted. Finally we solved the 
mystery. The l e t t e r s  just
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quoted read when divided into 
words in German:

Ich schutze, ich schonc, 
ich beobachte, ich warnc, 
ich rate ich wache; sieben 
Pflichten habe ich. 

which translated into English 
means: I guard, I protect, I ob­
serve, I warn, I advise, I watch. 
Seven duties have I.

The use of inverted writing is 
to guard against pranks of the 
subconscious and to afford proof 
that the governing Intelligence 
is independent of the writer. 
The simplest way to decipher 
mirror-writing, by the way, is 
to invert the letters from the 
end. For example: dooggninrom 
morning good, then read the 
sentence beginning also at the 
end. Spontaneous q u e s t i o n s  
propounded by m y s e l f  or 
chance sitters, were always re­
plied to with lightening rapidity 
in inverted writing, thereby 
eliminating once and for all the 
suspicions of sceptics that the 
text might have been prepared in 
advance. Added to that, my 
mother invariably wrote with 
closed or bandaged eyes and had 
not the slightest idea about the 
nature of the writing. After a 
month or so, our circle of spirit 
acquaintances had grown quite 
respectably. Besides Euphro- 
syne, who still persisted in ad­
hering to her mirror-writing in 
German, we had a French-writ­
ing spirit, an Italian, a Spaniard, 
and several times had received 
communications in Swedish and 
Latin (the last language being 
unfamiliar to us.)

As long as the communica­
tions were given in languages 
with which we were more or less 
acquainted it was naturally im­
possible to eliminate the possi­

bility of subconscious influence. 
But when we began to receive 
long logical communications in 
tongues of which we knew not a 
word, the problem grew far 
more complex. Up to the pres­
ent, the languages unknown to 
us in which the messages have 
been given are no fewer than 
twelve in number. They are re­
spectively L a t i n ,  Norwegian, 
11 ungarian, Polish, R u s s i a n ,  
Dutch, Turkish*, Persian (a 
strange dialect spoken only in 
India), Arabic, Japanese, Lith­
uanian and Icelandic. Attention 
must be drawn to the fact that 
it is not a question of scattered 
words and disjointed sentences, 
which might conceivably be at­
tributed, in certain cases, to sub­
conscious memory (my mother 
and I have travelled a great deal 
but we have never been to 
Arabia, Persia, India or Japan), 
but of logical replies to ques­
tions often put by chance sitters.. 
My mother, herself, prudently 
refrains from asking questions 
when writing. The use of these 
foreign languages is all clearly 
for purposes of identity. Thus, 
owing to the remarkable and 
unusual faculty of my mother 
for receiving foreign languages, 
each communicator is able to 
prove his identity by writing in 
his own language, or some lan­
guage which he knew. For in­
stance, my old friend the well- 
Icnown French novelist, Pierre 
Loti, when communicating, was 
able to identify himself by mak­
ing use of a Persian dialect, un­
known to anyone present. Loti

(*The oriental languages are 
given to us phonetically, as the 
apparatus naturally has no 
oriental letters.)
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afterwards explained that he had 
picked up this dialect during a 
tour in the East.

As Loti was known to have 
travelled much in Eastern coun­
tries and to have spoken many 
oriental languages, the inference 
that it was indeed his spirit com­
municating would seem to be 
the only logical and possible ex­
planation for this phenomenon. 
Had he only written French 
(which my mother and I know 
well) there would have been far 
greater chance of subconscious 
influence*.

Also the Norwegian composer, 
Edouard Grieg (with whom in 
life I had always spoken Ger­
man) made use of his own lan­
guage and an old Dutch friend, 
who always spoke German or 
French with me, wrote Dutch 
when greeting me in spirit. Par­
ticularly interesting and con­
vincing were the demonstra­
tions given during a recent visit 
to Iceland. The Icelandic lan­
guage is a very difficult and com­
plicated one being, as a matter 
of fact, the ancient Norwegian 
brought to Iceland in the 9th 
Century by immigrants. Since 
then it has undergone no change. 
It is impossible for a tourist to 
acquire any knowledge of this 
language without taking lessons. 
There are no g r a m m a r  or 
phrase-books for tourists; yet 
within a week of our arrival, 
my mother began to receive 
communications in correct Ice­
landic. It is useless for the sup-

(*The correct translation of 
the Persian dialect in which 
various spontaneous questions 
were correctly answered, was 
made for us by a Berlin Inter­
preter’s Bureau).

porters of the animistical theory 
to contend that this writing was 
drawn from the subconscious­
ness of the sitters by some com­
plicated process of telepathy or 
unconscious mind-reading, when 
the communications were de­
livered by such well-built-up per­
sonalities that the sitters were 
able to recognize their own re­
lations and friends, in every case 
the possibility that the writer 
could previously have acquired 
knowledge of the facts vouch­
safed being scientifically pre­
cluded.

During the past two years the 
psychic powers of my mother 
have continued to develop upon 
the lines required by scientific 
investigators desirous of test 
sittings. Thus we rarely have a 
sitting which does not furnish 
some tests of identity. For in­
stance, one spirit (that of an 
American lady who passed into 
spirit two years ago) has given 
no fewer than three hundred 
and fifty tests of identity, all 
facts totally unknown to my 
mother and myself having been 
subsequently corroborated by 
this lady’s only living relative, a 
sister in California.

It is to the publication of 
these records, which form an 
unusually convincing document 
of psychic research, that my 
new book, “The Consoling 
Angel,” which will shortly ap­
pear in print, is devoted. Among 
the numerous personalities with 
whom we have been in touch 
are numbered the authors 
Charles Dickens, Emile Zola, 
Victor Hugo, Pierre Loti, Hon- 
ore de Balzac (all these famous 
writers have given pages of 
clever and caustic aphorisms 

(Please turn to Page 60)
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THE CHURCH A N D  
SPIRITUALISM

By The Rev. G. Vale Owen

DURING the last few weeks 
we have been passing 
through Eastertide, and 

now Ascensiontide is here.' In 
the religious journals we have 
had the annual crop of sermons 
and articles dealing with death 
and resurrection. I have read 
these and am left wondering. 
They are written by leading 
churchmen to whom the people 
look for guidance. And what 
have they to give them?

Here, as a sample, is one by a 
Doctor of Divinity of world-wide 
reputation. It begins, “There 
are problems connected with the 
resurrection of Christ which we 
shall never be able to solve with 
our present knowledge, and not 
the least of these is that of the 
physical appearance of the risen 
Saviour Himself.”

With this start-off it is not 
surprising to find that the fol­
lowing two columns are filled up 
with platitudes and end with an 
exhortation on faith. W e must 
accept the Resurrection on the 
authority of the Bible, the canon 
of which was settled by the au­
thority of the Church. This is 
the line which the Church has 
taken for nigh two thousand 
years. Today it is out of date. 
Up to the time of Galileo the 
authority of the Church em­
braced both theology and 
science. But science broke away 
and insisted on facts instead of

faith in things which pertained
to natural law.

\

Now death is one of these 
facts. I t  is not a theological 
truth any more than birth, mar­
riage or earning one’s living is. 
The same with its corollary, re­
surrection. If these are not 
facts they are of no use to the 
modern man. And if resurrec­
tion is a fact it should be as 
capable of scientific demonstra­
tion as death is. Otherwise it 
is not a fact but a hypothesis. 
And a hypothetical future life is 
not satisfying to us who all have 
to face death and w hat comes 
after death.

The good Doctor of Divinity, 
whom I have quoted above, is 
behind the times. W hat has 
been called “the resurrection of 
the body” has been demon­
strated by thousands of experi­
ments during the last seventy 
years. But I will not ask my 
readers to accept this multiple 
testimony. I will cite one parti­
cular investigator who was a 
great scientist, Sir W i l l i a m  
Crookes. He had already dis­
covered thalium when he es­
sayed his investigation of spirit­
ualistic phenomena. This cov­
ered a period of more than four 
years, from 1870 to 1874. A t its 
outset the scientific world hailed 
this investigation with much 
satisfaction. Crookes was the 
very man to expose in its true
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light all this spiritualistic balder­
dash and trickery. But when 
he gave his verdict in favour of 
it they denounced him and la­
mented the collapse of so great 
an intellect.

Well, in regard to the matter 
it may be worth while noting 
that during the time he was ex­
perimenting with the medium 
Florence Cook, he published his 
discovery of the Repulsion re­
sulting from Radiation and his 
handbook on dyeing and Calico 
Printing. A year later he in­
vented the Radiometer. In 1897 
he was knighted and was elected 
President of the British Associa­
tion the year after. I t  is rather 
too much to expect us to believe 
that during his psychic investi­
gations his intellect intermit­
tently failed and his critical 
faculty became unreliable. And 
w hat was the nature of his dis- 
c o v e r i e s  in the realm of 
psychics? '

He found that it was possible 
for a spirit, in the presence of a 
medium, to materialize a human 
body as solid as his own. It 
began as a cloud, intensified into 
a human form and gradually 
became solidified. In this state 
it remained for a considerable 
time. The spirit, one Katie 
King, conversed with him, was 
photographed by him, walked 
about the room, took a child on 
her knee whom she entertained 
with such stories as children 
love. Then, the interview ended, 
the materialized form gradually 
underwent the process again, 
this time in inverse order: it 
dematerialized.

As late as 1916, Crookes wrote 
to the Editor of Light stating 
that, “in regard to my investi­

gations, first entered upon by me 
more than forty years ago, I ad­
here to my published statements 
and have nothing to retract.”

In face of these facts how is it 
that leading churchmen have 
nothing more tangible than es­
says on faith to give their hun­
gry flocks? Apply the record 
of Crookes’ investigation to the 
Gospel narratives of the Resur­
rection of Jesus and we find that 
they agree in every particular. 
On the first Easter morning in 
the Garden, in the evening on 
the road to Emmaus and in the 
house in Jerusalem where the 
Disciples were gathered to­
gether, Jesus came invisibly into 
their midst, gathered the neces­
sary particles from their en­
vironment and materialized a 
body in their presence, just as 
was done in the laboratory of 
Sir William Crookes eighteen 
centuries later.

On the day of the Ascension 
a like phenomenon was wrought. 
He materialized a body at Beth­
any and conversed with the Dis­
ciples as they went to Olivet. 
There that body was gradually 
dematerialized and became less 
solid. In the process it naturally 
became lighter and rose a few 
feet from the ground. The pro­
cess continued until the body 
had become a cloudy mass. That 
was the last they saw of him. 
He had withdrawn into the 
realm of spirit ; he “ascended,” 
not in space but in state. Luke’s 
words here are expressive: “he 
was brought back again into the 
heaven,” that is, the heaven from 
which he had emerged into visi­
bility when he materialized a 
few hours before at Bethany.

Well, there it is. I t  may not 
(Please turn to Page 64)
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VOICES RECORDED IN THE 
SEANCE ROOM

By The Editor

SH O R T L Y  a f te r  o u r  seance of M arch  6, p rin te d  in  o u r 
firs t n u m b e r, i t  w a s  a r ra n g e d  w ith  th e  c o n tro ls  th a t  
so m e  o f o u r  s i t t in g s  sh o u ld  be dev o ted  to  ex p e rim en ts . 
F o r  th is  p u rp o se  I  p re p a re d  a dozen  6 x 4  ca rd s  on w hich  

I  d re w  v a r io u s  figu res, such  as circles, sq u ares , tr ia n g le s , 
ro u g h  sk e tc h e s , e tc ., in d iffe ren t co lo u red  inks. T h ese  w ere  
m ad e  a t  m y  office, an d  k e p t in a d ra w e r  o f m y desk  u n til 
th e  n ig h t  o f th e  seance  w h en  I p u t th em  in m y pocke t u n til 
to ld  to  p lace  th e m  on  th e  ta b le  in th e  d a rk . I t  w as  th e re fo re  
a b s o lu te ly  im p o ss ib le  fo r  an y o n e  else to  see them .

The medium had been instructed by the controlling 
guide of the Circle to sit in the cabinet, in front of which was 
placed a table, Mr. P. sitting at one end and I at the other, 
thus making it impossible for anyone to enter or leave the 
cabinet without our knowledge. The remainder of the 
sitters sat in a semi-circle facing the cabinet.

The first evening there were only four sitters besides the 
psychic, all in perfect harmony, but for some reason with 
the exception of a faint whisper it was an absolute blank. 
We were told at a subsequent sitting that the conditions 
were not right.

At the next sitting we were 
told to prepare questions and 
put them on the table in the 
dark, and that “Swami” one of 
the psychic’s guides would en­
deavour to answer them. We 
were also asked to play a lot of 
music.

Before and during the sitting 
there was a thunderstorm, and 
this seemed to upset conditions 
somewhat. S u n s h i n e  came 
through and said that Swami 
would do his best to answer

the questions, but beyond hear­
ing a sheet being waved in the 
air we did not get anything. 
After an hour Sunshine came in 
again and said that Swami had 
been trying hard but could not 
succeed in reading anything. 
We were told to perservere with 
the experiments. Before the 
light was turned up I took the 
cards and questions and put 
them in my pocket. Afterwards 
I returned those questions that

41



had been written by the other 
sitters.

The third attempt was made 
on May 10, three sitters being 
present besides' the medium, who 
went into trance soon after we 
started. Shortly after we heard 
a faint voice saying “Swami” 
“Swami”. He asked us to give 
him plenty of music and he 
would see what he could do. 
After an interval of about ten 
minutes we heard a piece of 
paper being waved in the air, 
and on our responding he said 
that the first question asked 
“Why it took longer to develop 
trumpet voices than clairvoy­
ance” ? (Fig. 1) His reply was to 
the effect that the chief reason 
was because clairvoyance was 
merely a development of the 
inner “eye” or sight, whereas 
with “voices” a larynx had to be 
produced so that a material 
voice could manifest. This, he 
said, required a lot of experi­
mentation and much force was 
needed.

We then played and sang 
for another ten minutes or so 
until we again heard a piece of 
paper being waved in the air. 
Swami said that the question on 
this piece was the same as the 
first (Fig. 2). W hen we ex­
pressed our doubt as to the cor­
rectness of this information, he 
said that after the seance we 
should find these two questions 
on the floor, where, he said, he 
would throw all the questions 
answered.

After a third interval we 
heard the waving of paper, and 
Swami said tha t it mentioned a 
“W alter” and said something 
about an experiment. (Fig. 3). 
He ad,ded that it was w ritten in 
blue (correct, I had used a blue

pencil) with large letters. He 
said that he did not know the 
“W alter” referred to, and asked 
if he knew anything about this 
work. W e told him that the 
“W alter” referred to was the 
control of the famous medium 
“M argery”. In that case, he 
said, an experiment would be 
possible.

His next description was as 
follows: “Two boxes, in red, 
with lettering W , then period 
mark stop, w hat do you call it? 
(Someone said ‘Fullstop’) M-A 
. . . ” (Fig. IV .) Here one of the 
sitters interposed to ask if I 
could understand it, and on my 
saying no, Swami repeated it to 
me. I could recollect making 
two squares in red ink but I 
could not remember the letter­
ing. Then it suddenly occurred 
to me that he was reading my 
name which I had w ritten very 
small a t the bottom in order to 
identify the card, so I said “Oh, 
you mean the small writing at 
the bottom ” and then he read 
the whole name out, and added 
that when conditions were good 
he could read anything. He 
added tha t the conditions, in the 
room were good, the conditions 
o u t s i d e  (atmospheric) were 
good, and tha t he himself felt 
good.

A fter due interval he was 
proceeding to read another card 
when the controlling Guide 
came in and said tha t the sitting 
m ust close as he did not want to 
overtax the psychic’s strength. 
W e played another record and 
when the medium came out of 
trance the lights were turned 
up. W e then found the papers 
on the floor, and as will be seen, 
among them were the two iden­
tical questions, Figs. 1 and 2.
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Mr. P. then said that Fig. 2 was 
the one he had written the pre­
ceding week which I had not 
returned to him. After return­
ing the papers of two other 
sitters I had placed the rest of 
the cards in my pocket without 
looking at them, and I was quite 
unaware that this question was 
among them.

This is really a very interest­
ing incident, as the sentence on 
this paper was not known con­
sciously to anyone present for 
Mr. P said that he thought I had 
destroyed it the week before, 
and, anyway, no one knew what 
he had written on it.

At the next sitting held on 
May 16, it was arranged that 
one of the sitters should repeat 
into our Ediphone machine 
everything said by the guides.

On this occasion very much 
less time elapsed between the 
answering of each question. 
Also, a pause was made after 
every few words so that it could 
be repeated into the Ediphone.

Swami said:—
“Question is asked here about 

wax. Answer—The guides will 
talk it over and we’ll let you 
know, bye and bye. Question 
is in blue (correct) (Fig. 5).

* * . * *
“Question next, I have, is

white paper with three black
crystals with black chains joined
together” (Fig. 6).

* * * *
“Question is asked—You want

to find Abdul, the old physician.
Answer—W e’ll try to find him.
We will be glad to bring him
here.” (Fig. 7.)

* * * *
“Question is asked here about 

a palmist reading the hand of 
somebody. The question asked

is: ‘Is it true what they say 
about July?’ Answer—I do not 
know w hat the palmist told you, 
so I am without satisfactory 
answer.” (Admitted to be cor­
rect by sitter who wrote it.)

*  *  *  *

“I have here white paper, red 
half moon. I made a mistake— 
(Swami insisted upon recorder 
repeating this)—it is a cres­
cent.” (Fig. 8.)

* * n n
“This time I have white paper

and two black t r i a n g l e s . ” 
(Fig. 9.)

*  *  *  *

After the sixth paper, Swami 
said that he was going to make 
way for someone who was going 
to talk to us about “apports”.

* * * *
“Friends:

“I was invited here by the 
guides who are working in the 
circle, and the medium wanted 
someone to come in and talk 
about “apports”. (She expressed 
such a wish at a previous sitting, 
but was in trance during this 
talk.)

“Friends, there are many laws 
at work throughout the universe 
which you on earth are still un­
aware of, and until the advanced 
thinkers there discover these 
laws governing these phenomena 
and their proper application, you 
cannot hope to understand the 
intricate workings of these seem­
ingly mysterious phenomena.

“You know, friends, a vessel 
of water can be turned into 
steam by heat—temperature— 
and if allowed to cool that steam 
becomes water again; and if sub­
jected to still further cold, it 
freezes and becomes ice.
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“All the apports that are de­
livered in the seance rooms un­
dergo some such transformation 
superintended by the advanced 
chemists over here. They havfe 
a way of knowing how to dis- 
eminate the intricate elements 
and dissolve them, so to speak, 
and transport them many times, 
miles through the ether, through 
solid walls, and th'ere reassemble 
the component parts again, and 
deliver them as a whole—every 
element intact in exactly the 
same condition as it left its 
former place of repose.

“People of the earth hold 
about the same relative position 
to us here as the lower animals 
and anthropoid apes hold to man 
himself. Now, man is able to 
understand the ape-like crea­
tures because man has within 
himself all the possibilities of 
the lower animals—plus; but 
man cannot understand himself 
in his entirety because there is 
every evidence of an intelligence, 
still greater than man himself.

“There is no use telling you of 
the many laws which we apply 
over here because your con­
sciousness has not yet evolved 
to that extent where you can yet 
experience them, and not ex­
periencing them, you cannot 
know (them). Work an alge­
braic problem for a six year old 
boy and after it is solved he 
understands it about as well as 
you on earth understand us 
here.

“Friends, we would say to 
you, read the experiences of 
others and search for yourselves, 
and be unafraid to admit the 
truth—the evidence. I am happy 
to have come in.

“This is Herbert Spencer, 
Goodnight.”

At the sitting held on April 
10, various voices spoke directly 
into the Ediphone machine, and 
as space will not permit our 
giving them all, we pick out the 
following:

“Friends: This is Marvel 
Crosson (pause) M-A-R-V-E-L 
(pause) C-R-O-S-S-O-N. Your 
wonderful guides have asked me 
to come here. They told me 
that you have a machine that 
will let the world know what 
we say and what we are doing, 
and if I can send back a mes­
sage in that way, I am indeed 
grateful to you all.

“I was one of the women in 
the Air Derby that flew from 
Santa Monica to Cleveland and 
my plane crashed in the dessert. 
Fortunately (pause) and I say 
fortunately, because it was for 
me, I was killed.

“Later I was in the same 
plane with Mr. and Mrs. 
Devereux (pause) D-E-V-E-R- 
E-U-X. Let me think—I believe 
they spell it that way. Mr. 
Devereux lost control of his 
plane when they hopped off 
from Boston for Cleveland and 
they went down.

“And not so long ago, I was 
riding in the trailer with Capt. 
Hawks as he glided across the 
continent, and I am glad he 
made a safe landing.

“I want to say to my friends 
in San Diego and to the whole 
world that we who lose our lives 
in the air are still flying with 
others. We are still interested 
in the science of the game and 
in the perfection of aviation.' We 
are still interested in flying; 
(pause) yes, (pause) and I sup­
pose we always will b e ; it is our
life. Goodbye.”

★  * *
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HOW TO CONDUCT A 
SPIRIT CIRCLE

There is no doubt that the best way to test the truth of Spiritual­
ism, is to form your own small Circle at home, therefore we make no 
apology for reprinting a small pamphlet written some years ago by 
M. A. (Oxon). It is published by the “London Spiritualist Alliance, 
Ltd., of 16 Queensberry Place, London, England.”

IF you wish to see whether 
Spiritualism is really only 
jugglery and imposture, try 

it by personal experiment. If 
you can get an introduction to 
some experienced Spiritualist 
on whose good faith you can 
rely, ask him for advice; and if 
he is holding private circles, 
seek permission to attend one 
to see how to conduct seances, 
and what to expect. There is, 
however, difficulty in obtaining 
access to private circles and, in 
any case, you must rely chiefly 
on experiences in your own 
family circle, or amongst your 
own friends, all strangers being 
excluded.

Form a circle of from four to 
eight persons, half, or at least 
two, of negative, passive tem­
perament and preferably of the 
female sex, the rest of a more 
positive type. Sit positive and 
negative alternately, secure 
against disturbance, in subdued 
light, round an uncovered table 
of convenient size. Place the 
palm of the hands flat upon its 
upper surface. The hands of 
each sitter need not touch those 
of his neighbor, though the 
practice is frequently adopted.

Do not concentrate attention 
too fixedly on the expected 
manifestation. Engage in cheer­
ful but not frivolous conversa­
tion. Avoid dispute or argu­

ment. Scepticism has no deter­
rent effect, but a bitter spirit of 
opposition in a person of deter­
mined will may totally stop or 
decidedly impede manifesta­
tions. If conversation flags, 
music is a great help, if it be 
agreeable to all, and not of a 
kind to irritate a sensitive ear. 
Patience is essential, and it may 
be necessary to meet ten or 
twelve times at short intervals 
before anything occurs. If after 
such a trial you still fail, form 
a fresh circle. An hour should 
be the limit of an unsuccessful 
seance.

If the table moves, let your 
pressure be so gentle on its sur­
face that you are sure you are 
not aiding its motions. After 
some time you will probably 
find that the movement will 
continue if your hands are held 
over, but not in contact with 
it. Do not, however, try this 
until the movement is assured, 
and be in no hurry to get mes­
sages.

When you think that the time 
has come, let someone take 
command of the circle and act 
as spokesman. Explain to the 
unseen Intelligence that an 
agreed code of signals is de- 
s'irable, and ask that a tilt may 
be given as the alphabet is 
slowly repeated, at the several 
letters which form the word
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that the Intelligence wishes to 
spell. It is convenient to use a 
single tilt for No, three for Yes, 
and two to express doubt or un­
certainty.

When a satisfactory commu­
nication has been established, 
ask if you are rightly placed, 
and if not, what order you 
should take. After this ask who 
the Intelligence purports to be, 
which of the company is the 
medium, and such relevant 
questions. If confusion occurs, 
ascribe it to the difficulty that 
exists in directing the move­
ments at first with exactitude. 
Patience will remedy this. If you 
only satisfy yourself at first 
that it is possible to speak with 
an Intelligence separate from 
that of any person present, you 
will have gained much.

The signals may take the 
form of raps. If so, use the 
same code of signals, and ask as 
the raps become clear that they 
may be made on the table, or in 
a part of the room where they 
are demonstrably not produced 
by any natural means, but avoid 
any vexatious imposition of re ­
strictions on free communica­
tion. Let the Intelligence use 
its own means. It rests greatly 
with the sitters to make the 
manifestations elevating or 
frivolous and even tricky.

Should an attem pt be made to 
entrance the medium, or to 
m anifest b y  a n y  violent 
methods, ask th a t the attem pt 
may be deferred till you can 
secure the presence of some ex­
perienced Spiritualist. If this 
request is not heeded, discon­
tinue the sitting. The process 
of developing a trance-medium 
is one th a t m ight disconcert an 
inexperienced inquirer.

Lastly, try  the results you 
get by the light of Reason. 
M aintain a level head and a 
clear judgm ent. Do not believe 
everything you are told, for 
though the g rea t unseen world 
contains m any a wise and dis­
cerning spirit, it also has in it 
the accum ulation of human 
folly, vanity, and e r ro r ; and this 
lies nearer to the surface than 
th a t which is wise and good. 
D istrust the free use of g reat 
names. N ever fo r a m om ent 
abandon the use of your reason. 
Do not en ter into a very  solemn 
investigation in a sp irit of idle 
curiosity or frivolity. Cultivate 
a reveren t desire for w hat is 
pure, good and true. You will 
be repaid if you gain only a 
well-grounded conviction that 
there is a life a f te r  death, for 
which a pure and good life be­
fore death is the b es t and w isest 
preparation.

Prof. Zollner, the great Ger­
man scientist, said: “I have ac­
quired absolute proof of a tran ­
scendent, invisible world, cap­
able of communicating with 
humanity . . .  I shook hands 
with a friend from the other 
world.”

Prof. Lom broso, fam ous I ta l­
ian A n th ropo log ist: “I much re ­
gret, and I am g rea tly1 confused 
a t having so tenaciously com­
batted  the facts of Spiritualism  
. . . H ow ever, the facts exist, 
and I declare m yself subservi­
ent to  them .
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PAINTINGS BY SPIRIT ARTISTS
By Owen R. Washburn

IN T ER ESTIN G  results se­
cured by spirits who were 
artists in the world life are 

being produced in the home of 
Francis A. Coll, of 212 South 
Gray Avenue, W ilmington, Del-

Some of the most famous of the 
art colony in that part of Dela­
ware have seen and praised the 
work thus originated, assuring 
Mr. Coll that pictures he has 
shown, thus produced, were

“Portrait of the Artist-Wife”
Painted in five sittings. 2 hours each. Exhibited at 

Wilmington Academy, Fine Arts, Nov. 1, 1928.

aware. A t intervals the painter 
passes into a semi-trance condi­
tion and rapidly produces paint­
ings tha t no  preparation in art 
work has fitted him to equal in 
excellence: w orking with no
conscious share in deciding what 
strokes or colors he shall use.

worthy of a place in the exhibi­
tions at great galleries.

The conditions under which 
he works when doing this co­
operative work at the wish of 
spirit artists are thus described 
by Mr. Coll:
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“I first became interested 
in oil painting about sixteen 
years ago- Until that time 
I had never paid any atten­
tion to this form of art, and 
hardly seen any such paint­
ings. I met and became a 
friend of an artist who had 
real talent but he was 
obliged to do other work 
and was thus prevented

a year of time in an art 
school, and until about three 
years ago I did no good 
work as a painter. Up to 
then my drawing was very 
bad, and my art work was a 
joke. I never had a,ny in­
struction in art, save that I 
once attended an art school 
for a few months, but could 
do nothing with it. I never

“Portrait of Helen”
from attaining success in 
the artistic field.

“This artist died with his 
ambitions unfulfilled, pass­
ing to the spirit world about 
four years ago. I have been 
similarly handicapped. In 
the sixteen years since I be­
gan to pay attention to the 
matter at all, the days I have 
devoted to work with brush 
and canvas would not equal

tried painting while in the 
school, not being far enough 
advanced. My real help 
comes from spirit control. 
When I am painting in the 
semi-trance state I am in 
exactly the same condition 
as when I am giving mes­
sages from the spirit world 
for test purposes. I cannot 
work well where others are 
working. I t does not matter
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so much if some one who 
understands me and whom 
I understand, is in the room, 
but I can do nothing of im­
portance when those with 
whom I am not in sympathy 
are present. I am very sen­
sitive to earthly as well as 
spirit conditions. A couple 
of years ago I visited a Sat­
urday class of school chil-

messages I often duplicated, 
in a sort of shadowy way, 
the conditions of men or 
spirits present; feeling their 
ills and conditions as to 
healtfi or emotions.

“I do not feel that I have 
been influenced in my best 
work by the fact that I 
have attended exhibitions of 
famous paintings in recent

“Winter Landscape”

diren who were at work in 
an art school conducted by 
a friend of mine. The pupils 
were doing cast drawing 
and I was invited to do the 
same. I did so and pro­
duced a drawing with the 
characteristics of one done 
by some child: it was not as 
good as some of those made 
by the children present. 
When I used to give test

years. I have never been 
interested in any of their 
methods or technique. In 
the semi-trance state I work 
upon canvas that has al­
ready had the drawing part 
of the proposed picture laid 
in. In deciding on the com­
position and drawing, and 
doing that part, I am in 
complete normal conscious- 

(Please turn to Page 64)
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SPIRITUALISM
By Stanley De Brath

i

I AM asked to write o* Spirit­
ualism, and this I very will­
ingly do. It is not visiting 

mediums. It is not a creed. It 
is not a religion. It is not a 
science. It is connected with 
all these things, but in its es­
sence is a conviction that Spirit 
is the moving Force in the 
world, and in every one of our­
selves.

You may call it “the Direct­
ing Force in Evolution” or “the 
Universal Power” or you may 
call it “God”. I do so call it my­
self, but I shall not quarrel with 
anyone who calls it by any other 
name, provided only that he ad­
mits that there is Something 
outside ourselves which directs 
the world’s development. Jesus 
told the woman at the well that 
GOD IS SPIRIT. Not A spirit 
—that means just one among 
many, but SPIRIT the universal 
Power.

This means a great deal. It 
means that there is a natural 
environment in which all crea­
tures are healthy. They are 
adapted to that environment. 
Nature is infinite and in the soil, 
the water, the air, and the earth, 
there are creatures all living a 
healthy life.

Man makes his own environ­
ment. He calls it “civilization”.
I shall have a good deal to say 
about that, but we shall all 
admit that in it there is a vast 
amount of pain, trouble, and 
disease. I t is not universally 
healthy. Why not? This I shall 
endeavour to explain, and also 
how Spiritualism is the remedy

for that unhealthiness. Here I 
must repeat that it is an attitude 
of mind, not a creed nor a new 
religion. It explains all religions 
and shows the truth that is be­
hind all. That truth is that man 
is in his real nature a spirit 
which survives death and then 
reaps exactly as he has sown.

This is the important matter. 
I am writing the answers to 
many letters received by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. A very 
considerable number of these 
letters are connected with sur­
vival. The writers ask that 
some proof that the son, the 
lover, the husband, or the wife 
is still living. I find it very dif­
ficult to give that proof, not be­
cause there is little but because 
there is so much and they are so 
blankly ignorant of the whole 
matter. To tell them to go to a 
medium is no u se ; firstly be­
cause they know none, and sec­
ondly, because there are those 
who set up to be mediums who 
have little power and use trick­
ery. The enquirers have put 
off getting the knowledge till 
the time has come to use the 
knowledge they should have 
gained. Some say they are not 
scientific. Well w hat is the use 
of being unscientific when the 
matter is science—knowledge, 
which only means exact think­
ing. The case is one which 
means reading and thinking.

Books to Read
Well, where shall we begin? 

W ithout reading how can we 
learn? I am surprised tha t
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every church does not form a 
lending library of psychic books 
selecting none but the best, and 
charging 5$ per week for the 
loan. There is an excellent little 
book by Sir Wm. Barrett, called 
Deathbed Visions. I t describes 
the fact that the dying person 
often sees relations and friends 
who have preceded him into the 
U nseen; somtimes those whom 
he did not know to be dead. 
Never are these the forms of 
living persons so that hallucina­
tion is barred. There is a little 
book by Miss Bazett on “After 
Death Communications.” There 
is my own book on “Psychical 
Research, Science and Religion,” 
which shows, I think clearly, 
the connection between these 
three. It costs $2.50 a copy, of 
which I get 18$; not enough to 
make me care much whether it 
is> selected. There is Conan 
Doyle’s “Case for Spirit Pho­
tography,” which gives perfectly 
reliable evidence o.n this most 
interesting matter. There is 
“The H eart of a Father,” by the 
Rev. J. C. Spurr, a well-known 
non-conformist clergyman. Dr. 
Henslow’s “Proofs of the Truth 
of Spiritualism” is an able ex­
position of the subject. Mr. 
Campbell Holms has written on 
the “Fundamental Facts of Psy­
chic Science” a useful little book.

These are all simple untechni- 
cal books, and are all reliable.

For those who want more 
scientific works, there is the 
Psychic Science quarterly which 
can be had for $3.00 a year, 
(four numbers), of which I am 
the editor; and I can assure you 
that it does not pay its cost of 
production. There is Dr. 
Geley’s “Materialization and 
Clairvoyance,” a record of lab­

oratory experiments, written in 
quite easy language and readily 
understood by the uneducated in 
science; Myers’ “Human Per­
sonality” ; Osty’s “Supernormal 
Faculties in Man” ; Richet’s 
“Thirty Years of Psychical Re­
search,” rather more technical; 
von Schrenck-Notzing’s “Phe­
nomena of Materialization,” pro­
fusely illustrated by photo­
graphs, and J. C. Leonard’s 
“Higher Spiritualism,” dealing 
with the religious aspects of the 
matter.

These are but a few of many 
reliable books. They are the 
experiences of able men, putting 
their best before the public. You 
will often hear it said that no 
scientific evidence is perfect. 
That is untrue. There is, of 
course, no book that cannot be 
contradicted by foolish persons 
who do not read the evidence, 
and imagine that men of science 
who have everything to lose and 
nothing to gain, are capable of 
deliberate and prepared fraud. 
I will give you a case which, in 
the nature of things must be 
true, for it was in print and 
published long before the events.

Prophecies of the Great War
You will perhaps remember 

that after the victory of Greece 
in the Balkan war of 1913, that 
country thought that she would 
settle down to a long period of 
prosperity. In November of 
that year, Dr. Antoniou of 
Athens was treating a young 
lady aged 18 years, of good 
family in that city. The treat­
ment was hypnotic, and purely 
medical. The doctor had the 
usual anticipations of his coun­
trymen. Sophie, in hypnotic 
sleep, broke ou t: “Doctor you
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are quite wrong, nothing will 
take place as you foresee. Write 
down what I am about to 
say . . . European war is immi­
nent”. Again, on the 6th of 
June, 1914, the prediction was 
repeated at greater length, and 
in reply to the question when 
this might be expected, the 
answer was given: “in about
two months.”

Dr. Antoniou communicated 
the prediction to eighteen per­
sons of position in Athens, and 
the predictions were published 
in extenso in two newspapers in 
the month of August, 1914. The 
papers are on file in the Mteta- 
psychic Institute, Paris, and can 
be seen by anyone. The ques­
tions and answers ran as fol­
lows :

W hat will be the duration of 
the war?

The war will be long (the 
paper printed, “The war will be 
short.” Oral rectification was 
immediately made by the com­
mittee. The Editor replied that 
the substitution was “for the 
benefit of the public” (!) . . . 
There will be many disasters. 
Millions will die . . . unimagin­
able destruction will take place.

W hat changes will take place 
in Europe?

Thrones will be overset. An­
cient states will be dissolved and 
new ones created. . . . The 
desolations will not be the only 
result, there will be great politi­
cal complications...............

W hat country will remain 
master of the situation?

England. She will in the end 
be the arbitrator in the ques­
tions raised at the conclusion of 
peace).

Which of the two groups will 
be victorious ?

The Triple Entente will be 
victorious in the end and Greece 
will have joined in time to share 
in the fruits of victory.

W hat will become of Ger­
many?

Germany will not dissolve— 
Germany will be an Empire no 
longer. The economic conse­
quences of the war will be hor­
rible for her. Under economic 
distress, her people grieving for 
the thousands of their children 
perished in the war, will seek 
new days—The German Re­
public—will soon overthrow the 
barriers separating it from its 
neighbours. I t  will find w ithout 
loss of time the road to fresh 
prosperity and progress. Aus­
tria is condemned to final de­
struction. The Austrian empire 
will be decomposed into its con­
stituent elements. The catas­
trophe will be rapid. The pre­
dictions ended with a definite 
prediction of a battle in the 
valley of the Strymon River 
which duly took place.

To estimate these predictions fairly 
(and they were much more volumin­
ous than here given) we must remem­
ber that at the time of their pro­
nouncement nothing had taken place, 
and at the time of their publication 
everything pointed to a German vic­
tory. When the “Asty” published 
them they were received with sneers. 
And people ask, Why was not the 
war predicted? Twenty-three predic­
tion were made, of which twenty have 
been fully realized. They were in 
print in August, 1914, and can be 
seen by anyone at the Paris Institute.

This is perhaps best explained by 
the remark of the philosopher Kant 
who said “It is therefore as good as 
demonstrated, or . . .  it will be 
proved in the future . . . That 
also in this life the human soul
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stands in an indissoluble communion 
with the immaterial beings of the 
spiritual world; that it produces ef­
fects in them, and in exchange, re­
ceives impressions from them, with­
out however, becoming humanly con­
scious of them so long as all stands 
well. (Kant. Werke. vol. VII, p. 32.)

That there actually is a spiritual 
world is experimentally proved at 
this present day. First comes the evi­
dence by the movement of inanimate 
objects which are directed by an evi­
dent will. Then we have the mate­
rializations of those who have lived 
on earth, which I have seen, and are 
described at length in the books I 
have named. Then we have the actual 
scripts of the departed in their own 
handwriting. Then we have their 
photographs taken under conditions 
which preclude fraud. I have myself 
taken photographs of my friend Dr. 
Geley under the strictest possible 
conditions, the medium not being al­
lowed to touch the plates at all till 
fixed. Then we have such books as 
Miss Nea Walker’s “The Bridge,” in 
which the mediums who gave the 
communications with Mr. White de­
ceased knew neither him nor his 
widow, and in the presence of per­
sons who knew neither, gave many 
minute descriptions of events and 
places known to the deceased only. 
There are hundreds of books which 
bear testimony to the spiritual nature 
of man, and explain that living per­
sons should naturally have some 
slight powers approximating to those 
of the deceased.

Where Are the Dead?
Some months since there was a 

newspaper discussion giving the an­
swers of various persons to the ques­
tion—Where are the Dead?

Bishop Knox opens it by a declara­
tion that he believes in a future of 
unspeakable glory “with all who are 
sharers in this same life in God, the 
communion of countless hosts to 
which the vast multitudes of stellar 
bodies will be insignificant in num­
ber.”

Mr Arnold Bennett, the novelist, 
considers that “the vast and ever-in- 
creasing assemblage of departed souls 
if on or near the surface of the earth 
must cover the same in a packed 
layer of some thickness” (1!)

This moves Mr. G. K. Chesterton’s 
ridicule. It is like a man seeking to 
dig up a cube root with a spade.

Mr. Arnold -Bennett and Bishop 
Knox both assume that there is but 
one lot for every human and half­
human being from the beginning of 
time. Our Lord gave the solution. He 
said: “All things therefore whatso­
ever ye would that men should do 
unto you, do ye even so unto them, 
for this is the Law and the prophets. 
Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for 
wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be that enter in thereby. 
For narrow is the gate and straitened 
the way that leadeth to life, and few 
be they that find it.”

We have ample proof that many, 
perhaps all, of our contemporaries 
survive. But, for how long? Most of 
the population of the earth are spirit­
ual monads, caring little or nothing 
for the things of the Spirit. By their 
own acts and their own apathy they 
are condemned to speedy extinction 
as personalities, as we are informed 
by the more advanced. The narrow 
path has nothing to do with creed; 
it is the path of rectitude, the way 
of right-doings open to all of us, ir­
respective of our education, our walk 
in life and all temporal accidents of 
birth.

I have seen, not once but three 
times in company with other mem­
bers of my family, the face of a 
brother seven years deceased. After 
that I studied the whole matter ex­
perimentally for twenty years. People 
ask these questions and attempt to 
answer them from their own internal 
consciousness instead of reading the 
scientific works of Sir Oliver Lodge, 
Sir William Crookes, Sir William 
Barrett, Dr. A. R. Wallace, Dr. Geley, 
Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing, Dr Osty, 
Profesors Morselli and Bozzano, and 
of scores of men of science in Eng­
land, America, France, Germany, 
Italy, and Poland who have had the 
courage to work experimentally 
through years of ignorant opposition. 
Those who .have read and thought 
over such works are the persons who 
are to some degree competent to 
answer them; not novelists and 
writers who have not studied the 
subject.

I have not hitherto referred to the 
Bible. I suppose I ought to do this
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for that Book is the dramatic history 
of a typical nation in the progress 
from human sacrifice to the Golden 
Rule. But to understand the Bible 
you must know the history of its com­
pilation. Criticism has established be­
yond all possible doubt (a) that the 
Hebrew Old Testament is the product 
vf three centuries of collation, re­
vision, editing and re-editing of orig­
inal material long since lost. That 
revision began after the Restoration 
from the Exile in 457 B. C. and did 
not reach finality till about 150 B. C. 
and (b) that the New Testament is 
the result of a similar process which 
began with Jerome’s editing of avail­
able material in A.D. 384 and has pro­
ceeded ever since by emendations of 
the Greek text from MSS none of 
which are older than the 4th century 
A. D.

This knowledge is far from being 
limited to the clergy and scholars. It 
is wide-spread, and the popular form 
of it is a travesty of the facts, as if 
the Scriptures were human inven­
tions and unhistorical.

That is not so. The Scriptures are 
our best guide in life provided, but 
only provided we take their general 
sense which is consistent from the 
first page to the last—that the pro­
tection of God is dependent on right 
action by man. That is the gist of 
the whole Hebrew story. It was re­
iterated by Jesus Christ, and He 
added the two great definitions tlfat 
God is Spirit and God is Love.

In every age men make use of the 
language to which they are accus­
tomed, and the Bible is written by 
men who thought that there are three 
stories in the architecture of the 
world—the blue sky which is the 
floor of an actual heaven whence God 
looks down on the earth; the earth 
on which the human lot is cast; and

the underworld of fire of which the 
volcanoes are the mouths. All the 
language of the Scriptures is built on 
that supposition, but that is merely 
the form in which the real meaning 
is cast. At the present day we have 
to get at the real meaning under the 
form. That is not difficult. We can 
still use the old forms provided that 
we know that they are but forms. 
The spiritual meaning is ever the 
same—that Man is essentially a spirit 
living in a body of flesh which dies, 
but the spirit lives and grows, for it 
is the spark of life from the ever- 
living God, Who is the Life of the 
world.

In an article by the Principal of the 
Baptists College Manchester, he says:

“My moral consciousness is a fact 
and convinces me that moral values 
are not disintegrated into dust and 
ashes. And because moral values are 
conserved I am entitled to believe 
that personal values are conserved 
. . . The unique moral values of 
history were- enshrined in the life 
and teaching of Jesus Christ.” If he 
had gone on to say that the Appear­
ances after the Passion were the 
Good News of the Gospel and proved 
the statements of Our Lord that in 
a “little time” he would return, and 
that life is continuous and not inter­
rupted by the death of the body, he 
would have connected the cardinal 
doctrine of .Christianity with the 
psychic facts. He does not do this, 
but I do. And I maintain that this is 
the clinching answer to all these ques­
tions on survival. It is present-day 
evidence. It connects with the past. 
It is common to the whole world, and 
the nature of Man. But it indicates 
also that duration is proportional to 
the degree in which the Divine moral 
qualities are realized in act .
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“VOICES FROM BEYOND”
By L. R. G. Crandon, M. D.

(Published by the Harkell Pub­
lishing Company, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y.)

TO review Dr. Henry H ard­
wicke’s notable book would 
be to quote i't complete, 

for the author shows ihis medi­
cal training in terseness and 
condensation so well that every 
paragraph is full of m atter for 
thought.

“Voices from Beyond” is not 
a book of propaganda. I t  does 
not seek to convince anybody of 
anything. I t  appears only to 
represent w hat happens when 
two intelligent minds, get to ­
gether over the subject of m eta­
psychic phenomena. The book 
is consciously or unconsciously 
planned in the style and manner 
of the Dialogues of Plato. In it 
the mind which has had appar­
ent psychic experiences talks 
back and forth to another 
equally good mind which has 
not had experiences of this kind.

No scientist w ithout psychic 
experiences denies the reality of 
the phenomena. No scientist 
who has had psychic experiences 
can honestly deny the phe­
nomena which are now so well 
established. The conversations 
in Dr. H ardw icke’s book contain 
plenty th a t is sharp and bright 
and each speaker lets no point 
of vantage escape him. Never­
theless, they do not debate the 
subject m atter bu t only discuss 
it, as intellectuals should. No 
speaker in the book descends,

or ascends, if you prefer it, to 
the plane of feeling and emo­
tion. Discussion of physical 
phenomena, backed up by a 
clear-cut experiment and the 
conditions thereof are accepted 
by the intelligent skeptic in the 
discussion as matters of fact. 
He realizes that everyone can­
not have all the experiences and 
that sooner or later the original 
experiments must carry their 
weight by detailed descriptions 
only.

“Voices from Beyond” is not 
too long, but very well shows 
the state of mind of the intelli­
gent skeptic and the way to deal 
with him. The way to deal with 
him is to respect his doubts, to 
display the experiments in logi­
cal order, and not to be fearful 
of saying “I don’t know.” The 
believer in the phenomena and 
their possible significance in re­
lation to survival of the human 
spirit after death, declines posi­
tively to be put on the defen­
sive. He recites his facts. He 
did not cause or make the phe­
nomena, he is not to be praised 
or blamed for the supernormal 
facts in nature described by 
eminent people in psychical re­
search.

Everyone should have Dr. 
Hardwicke’s book. One can 
hand it to his skeptical friend 
and say: “Here is the whole 
story for the earnest-minded 
novice.”

We are sure the book will re­
ceive wide distribution.
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CLAIRVOYANCE
By Maina L. Tafe, M.C.E.M.

Cl a i r v o y a n c e  b e i n g
that phase of mediumsihip 
most familiar to the larg­

est number of us, it lends itself 
to a broader understanding of 
its operation, both from the 
viewpoint of the operator (or 
psychic), and also the sitter (he 
who receives the message).

According to the science of 
Light, Tone and Color, there 
are many things, sounds and 
colors outside the range of our 
normal sense perceptions of see­
ing and hearing. How often 
have you heard the analytical 
mind ask this question: “If that 
medium can see and hear those 
so-called spirits, why can’t I?” 
That is a reasonable question 
and one deserving a reasonable 
answer. The impatience on the 
part of the medium in answer­
ing such a question or his lack 
of knowledge concerning it, 
which he tries to evade in one 
way or another, only increases 
the “suspicion” of the investi­
gator. Evasion of any question 
or subject certainly is not going 
to PROVE it, and only tends to 
strengthen the belief in the in­
vestigator’s mind that after all. 
there is no such thing. Of 
course, the investigator’s view­
point does not alter the opera­
tion o f  that natural law govern­
ing Clairvoyance: nevertheless, 
he goes away feeling much the 
same about the whole affair as 
he did before coming; many 
times he felt better toward it 
before he came than afterward.

As space will not permit a full 
discussion of our subject, I shall 
only touch the high spots, or the

outstanding features of this 
phase of psychic phenomena.

Crystal Gazing and Psy- 
chometry come under the head­
ing of CLAIRVOYANCE, and 
then, too, there are different 
phases of CLAIRVOYANCE. 
One phase of it is where the in­
strument (or medium) is able 
to contact the spirit intelligence 
direct by increasing his rate ot 
vibration to meet that of the 
spirit. In such a case, an object 
for psychometrizing or a crystal 
are not necessary. Then there 
is another phase of this clair­
voyant vision where the objects 
or persons seen are present in 
space and time. There is still 
another phase of it where things 
which the instrument views are 
away from immediate surround­
ings ; and still another phase of 
Clairvoyance where things seen 
are some distance from the 
present place—either in the past 
or future.

There is much more to this 
phase of mediumship than one 
ordinarily would surmise. For 
instance, seeing things clair- 
voyantly is one thing, and inter­
preting them correctly is quite 
another m atter, and it is the in­
terpretation of this clairvoyant 
vision which causes no end of 
embarrassment to the medium 
and confusion to the sitter. 
Things seen at a distance here 
in the physical or material plane 
of expression are diminutive in 
size and often times it is diffi­
cult to accurately describe them. 
The accuracy of your descrip­
tion of them depends upon the 
clear-cut outline of the objects,
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your vision (whether impaired 
or good), and the atmospheric 
conditions surrounding them. 
Seeing things clairvoyantly at a 
distance and your correct inter­
pretation of them depends upon 
the development of your clair­
voyant vision, the ability of the 
spirit intelligence showing it to 
produce it accurately, and the 
psychic conditions or vibrations 
present among the sitters.

Many sit for the unfoldment 
of their psychic powers and then 
just as soon as they are able to 
see clairvoyantly, they discon­
tinue their development, start 
out nonchalantly for themselves 
flaunting their errors to a skep­
tical, critical and already pre­
judiced public. As a result, 
Psychic Phenomena in all its 
various phases has had to suffer 
down through the ages. As 
everything has its polar oppo­
site,, just so it is with the devel­
opment of mediumship. There 
is a right and a wrong way to 
do everything; one leads to suc­
cess, the other to failure.

The first essential thing in 
the development of any phase 
of mediumship is receptivity. 
Always remember two positives 
collide, they conflict with each

Sir William Barrett, Profes­
sor of Experimental Physics 
said: “No candid student of the 
Evidence, so carefully sifted in 
recent years, can (in my opin­
ion) resist the conclusion that 
there exists an unseen world of 
intelligent beings, some of 
whom have striven to prove, 
with more or less success, that 
they once lived on earth.”

Hannen Swaffer, Journalist 
in a recent address said, “Why

other and do not harmonize. 
Natural laws are not “mysteri­
ous,” they only seem so until 
we acquire a proper knowledge 
of them.

When sitting for psychic un­
foldment think of yourself call­
ing a friend on the phone. First 
—You are the positive pole, that 
is you make the call. Then you 
relax and wait for the answer 
at the other end of the line. 
Just as soon as you relax, if 
only for a fraction of a second, 
during that short duration you 
have become the negative pole, 
or the receiver. Just so does 
this natural law operate in the 
development of mediumship, so- 
called. First—Ask your spirit 
loved ones to assist you, then 
relax and wait for their answer, 
whatever it may be. If you get 
no answer at first, if the psychic 
line of communication seems to 
be dead, do not give up discour­
aged but keep on calling just as 
you would continue calling a 
friend on the phone here until 
you got him. Perhaps the fault 
is not with the spirit intelli­
gence (the transmitter in this 
case), or the psychic vibrations 
of communication, but with the 
receiver—YOU.

should I, a working journalist, 
have to give up my time and 
convenience to the propagation 
of a doctrine that is essentially 
the concern of the Church? Pil­
lars of the Church consult me 
continually upon the subject. 
They admit their conviction (as 
to the genuineness of spirit 
communications and other psy­
chic phenomena, Ed.) yet none 
of them is courageous enough 
to come into the open and con­
fess it.”
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HOW I BECAME INTERESTED IN PSYCHIC SCIENCE
(Continued from Page 37)

and epigrams in French, which 
form, in themselves, a valuable 
literary collection); the com­
posers Guiseppe Tartini, Richard 
Wagner, Max Reger, Lalo, 
Locatelli, Cornelius, Herold and 
many others; the violinists De 
Beriot, Joseph Joachim, Vieux- 
temps and last but not least— 
Nicolo Paganini.

In fact, from the great wizard 
of the bow we have received 
some of our most evidential 
messages. It would take too 
long to go into detail concern­
ing these messages. It should 
be stated, however, that the 
material they contain gives a 
remarkable insight into the 
character of the true Paganini, 
which has been so sadly dis­
torted by ruthless biographers. 
Certain statements are in 
direct contradiction to those 
made by various writers, but 
assiduous searching in ancient 
biographies a n d  chronicles 
have proved these posthu­
mous statements to be found­
ed upon fact, thus giving the 
lie to the assertions of cer­
tain modern biographies. The 
Paganini personality, as it mani­
fests to us, is affectionate, hu­
morous, witty, temperamental, 
and astonishingly clearly built 
up. The “Intelligence” has often 
expressed itself in Italian far 
superior to my mother’s know­
ledge of the language. But not 
only through the psychic facul­
ties of my mother does “Paga­
nini” speak to us. He has given 
identity tests through various 
mediums in all parts of the 
world. Mediums who were to­

tally ignorant of my identity 
have immediately produced the 
“Paganini” personality with ac­
curate description and corre­
sponding identity tests. Thus I 
have received messages from 
Paganini through American, 
English, German and Italian 
mediums, which are remarkable 
for the way in which they built 
up and fit together, like a set of 
bricks, each furnishing a differ­
ent test of identity.

“Paganini” has also repeat­
edly given me artistic advice 
upon questions of bowing and 
interpretation, the advice being 
received either intuitively by 
myself or through the hand of 
my mother. The Paganini en­
tity claims to be my spirit guide 
and control. Clairvoyants have 
repeatedly described him as' at­
tendant upon me and he has 
been seen upon the stage behind 
me at concerts.

I am aware that these re­
markable statements would in­
variably court disbelief and even 
mockery from sceptics and ma­
terialists, but the subject they 
concern is now so vast that it no 
longer needs to tremble before 
the satire and persiflage of the 
ignorant.

My own attitude towards 
psychic phenomena is still an 
exceedingly critical one. While 
absolutely convinced of the 
genuineness of the phenomena, I 
still believe in subjecting them 
to microscopic and acid test. 
Whereas, I have experienced 
numerous cases where the sub­
conscious powers of man’s liv-

(Please turn to Page 64)
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THE AGE OF 
S P I R I T U A L I S M

Received by Automatic Writing 
through 

JANICE M. GOODRICH

THE age of Spiritualism is 
our present era and has 
been in preparation for 

some time. Spiritualism is 
much misunderstood. It is a 
science and one of the most im­
portant sciences. It has existed 
from the time of the first death 
of man, and there will always be 
a group of intelligent minded 
people who will not fail to 
recognize the fact that the life 
we live on this planet is not the 
only life and that the life to 
which we go after the discon­
tinuance of this earthly exist­
ence may be much more happy 
and complete than is that of our 
physical cycle.

Spiritualism is as old as man 
himself. It originated, in recog­
nized scientific form, in India in 
the days of the twelfth dynasty. 
There was, at that time, in that 
country, a cult of people who 
were interested in the further­
ance of all mystic things and 
since Spiritualism in that early 
era was looked upon as mystic 
these “doctors of wisdom,” as 
they were called, did much in 
the discovery of its workings.

The first evidence came in the 
form of automatic writing, that 
form which has been most com­
mon of all through history and 
which, even now, in the last an­
alysis seems the more satisfy­
ing. One of the doctors whose 
psychic powers were undoubt­
edly much more highly devel­
oped than those of the others, 
was given a series of these

MIND

WHICH ARE YOU?
The scientists claim that the 

chemical elements composing 
man’s physical being can be pur­
chased in a pharmacy shop for 
sixty cents.

The scientists admit, however, 
that the real part of man is neither 
chemical nor visible matter. It is 
a priceless gift from God, a power 
beyond human duplication.

YOUR INFINITE MIND 
A CREATIVE POWER
The invisible part of YOU is a 

part of the creative power of the 
universe. It is UNLIM ITED IN 
ITS CAPABILITIES when re 
leased from its sleeping dormancy 

YOU CAN CONTROL the 
FATE of your CAREER, the des 
tiny of your course in life by the 
U SE  of this infinite power 
BRING INTO REALIZATION  
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THIS FREE BOOK 
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The Rosicrucians will show you 
how to use your majestic, menta 

"powers. They will send sincere 
seekers a FREE, fascinating book 
telling what they are doing for 
thinking men and women through 
out the world. Here is an oppor 
tunity to learn of the helpful anc 
practical infinite laws of life.

Address a letter (not a post 
card) t o :

LIBRARIAN D.C.T. 
Rosicrucian Brotherhood 
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SAN JOSE CALIF
(Perpetuating the Original Fra 

ternity)
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whitings iu At j i concerning 
nothing in particular, offered jis 
conclusive evidence that there 
was sm'h a thing’ ns automatic 
writing*.

1 .ator, upon some confident 
tion nnd positive proof for his 
own satis,faction, he presented 
these papers, along' with other 
examples of his scientific re­
search before the king', who was 
at that time a cultured tyrant. 
The king1, never having' heard of 
such phenomena, consulted his 
councillors nnd decided that the 
doctor was possessed of powers 
with which he might he aide to 
overturn the dynasty, nnd that 
he was a dangerous person to 
have around. Tn accordance 
with royal rites he was there­
fore put to death and the first 
martyr to this science was re­
corded.

Fora long time in India noth­
ing more was heard of this 
mysterious practise. Some hun­
dreds of years later another 
gifted medium sprang into ex­
istence, a person of fire and de­
termination who was not to be 
easily discouraged. ITc also re­
ceived his messages through 
automatic writing and, being 
more wise than his predecessor, 
he presented his efforts, not to 
the king hut to a group of scien­
tists of an ancient cult in India.

His evidence met with the in­
terest, if not the approval, of 
those learned men and he was 
asked to give a demonstration 
of prowess before an assembly 
of wise men. This he was most 
glad to do and there came into 
being the first Spiritualistic 
seance, although it was not 
known by that name. The re­
sult was that a great many peo­
ple (for the news of the seance
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spread nil over  lndln),  pupeclally 
people wlm liml loved (im.H j|, 
ilu* unknown,  bticnmt! believer* 
The iicien.ee( wns. i Iiiih, for the 
flri t  t ime, K'iven root in n gen* 
oration which wan clentinecl to 
pass il on.

| nsl h ow  the  Hclcncc |,.rt
India is u n k n o w n  l>ut it jH 
though t  ilial il c ro w ed  over  into 
E g y p t  in I he t im e of the 
P h a rao h s  d u r in g  the day*, of 
plague ami famine.  When a 
people arc  u n d e r  s t r e s s  of pun- 
i shm ent  they a rc  u n d e r  a neces­
sity for belief in so m e th in g ;  it 
was n a tu ra l  t h a t  when people 
were d y ing  by th o u san d s  they  
should seize upon a 'belief in the 
con t inuance  of life as. hungry 
men seize upon bread .

However it came about the 
world knew of Spiritualism 
from the days of the Pharaohs 
and Moses. The hooks of the 
Bible arc filled with references 
to this science. There arc in 
the Bible exactly five hundred 
and thirty references to this 
science. Some of the most 
striking may he found in the 
twelfth and thirteenth chapters 
of l^rst Corinthians, and in the 
writings of Paul generally, as 
well as in the four Gospels, The 
real significance of these pas­
sages is in the faith which they 
expound. In Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians he says: "I will 
come to visions and revelations 
of the Lord: I knew a man in 
Christ above fourteen years ago 
(whether in the body I can not 
tell; or whether out of the body 
I can not tell, Cod knoweth), 
such a one caught up to the 
third heaven." Again, in Reve­
lation, Chapter four, the author 
of that hook writes: "After this 
I looked and behold a door was 
opened in Heaven and the first

Void, which I heard was a* jq
Were a trum pet ta lk ing  with
me,"
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I no Ivii,rli I nan mnl tru ths uf Spirit - 
a ill I sin mnl Psychic IJ* li e 11 o 111 < i n ii. 
Fills Is ii dullgIn fnl little hook of 
poems, wliirli run hr p fill (I mnl (ai« 
Joyed by all, mnl llierc arc unite n 
manlier which will specially appaiil 
lo our readers as dealing wit It the 
subject wc all have at heart, lie- 
low wo print one that wo particu­
larly like— ii Is so T R U E  to life I

HmIIa(Ia of Sariducae*
I hey spring from ft line of undent 

stock—
From old Jiuleu the family came.

Of ghost and angel they m ake a 
mock,

Ami gained in the antique world 
their name.

In our modern day they are still 
the same,

Gains! faith and vision their mimls 
they fence;

Matter as King and Lord they 
claim—

These arc the people with common- 
■cnicI

What is a dream to a stone or block?
Airy nothing I And who would aim 

At finding gold in a fairy crock 
Whcro the rainbow ends in a 

seven-lined fiamc ?
On facts and figures they climb to 

fame:
Founds arc solid, and shilling and 

pence,
Fut angels ? Visions ? Oh, fie for 

shame I—
These arc the people with common 

sense I
They know no hour hut the hour on 

the clock:
Their frame of mind is an iron 

frame;
On inspiration they keep a lock 

And aspiration they hobble ntnl 
maim;

These arc the proper rules of the 
game

( Please turn to Page 64)
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H O W  I BECAME INTERESTED IN  PSYCHIC SCIENCE
(Continued from Page 60)

ing soul may account for the 
phenomena, I have never found 
in this fact a contradiction to 
the theory that the discarnate 
soul is capable of producing 
similar phenomena. In fact, I 
consider the doctrines of Anim­
ism to be excellent allies of the 
Spiritualistic doctrines, indicat­
ing as they do that man is a' 
spirit before and after physical 
dissolution, and that this spirit 
is capable, under certain circum­
stances, of triumphing over the 
limitations imposed by the 
physical organism, as exempli­
fied by many cases of far-sight 
and astral projection.

During my professional tours 
in all parts of the world, I have 
had opportunity to experiment 
with many of the world’s most

celebrated mediums. I have sat 
with Margery, Valiantine* 
Catheuser, the Schneider broth­
ers (under the Schrenck-Notz- 
ing test conditions) and with in­
numerable Trance and Clair­
voyant mediums. It was the 
Schneider brothers who con­
vinced me of the genuineness of 
telekinetic phenomena. How­
ever, I must say frankly, in con­
clusion, that the experiments 
and results obtained in our own 
little family circle have done 
more towards convincing me of 
the reality of survival than have 
all the other mediums put to­
gether. When you have had 
psychic power yourself or have 
experienced it in your family 
you no longer doubt, YOU 
KNOW.

Book Reviews—(Continued)
The earth is solid and no pretence,

The goddess of Reason a worthy 
dame—

These are the people with common 
sense!

, L’Envoi
Death, when thou comest to put to 

shame
The stubborn soul as it passes 

hence,
Give them, prithee, no word of 

blame—
They are the people with common 

sense!

The Church and Spiritualism 
(Continued from Page 39) 

meet with the approval of the 
orthodox. But, since orthodoxy 
has so little of a tangible nature 
to offer, surely it is worth while

investigating. Maybe we Spirit­
ualists have something to offer 
which will help men and women 
to face life here with a surer and 
more steadfast faith in the life 
beyond.

Spirit Paintings 
(Continued from Page 51)

ness. Then if I can get 
psychic contact with the 
right spirit forces, I go 
ahead rapidly in painting.

“I have identified several 
of the artists in the spirit 
world who aid me when I 
am painting while in semi­
trance. Both by my own 
powers and by the help of 
others I have been able to 
know some of the artists 

(Continued on inside bac\ cover)
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(Continued from Page 64) 
who have united in helping 
me with my best work. I 
do not .now exercise psychic 
gifts except in connection 
^vith my work as a painter 
and I intend in the future to 
continue that plan.”

The experiences so common in the 
life of Mr. Coll show how incorrect is 
the opinion sometimes held that those 
who have known spirit control or spe­
cial influences are lacking in vigor or 
practical ability. He was born on 
Long Island in 1884, had six years in 
a country primary school, and went 
to work when he was thirteen as a 
helper in the care of horses, later 
spent three years learning the car­
penter’s trade, then enlisted in the

United States Navy. In the govern­
ment service he became well known 
throughout the fleet in the naval ath­
letic contests which were waged for 
the championships of the various 
ships and of the fleet 

He works at present as a wood 
carver and maker of picture frames; 
Ailing orders for many noted artists 
and doing his artistic work, aside 
from his hand-camng of the frames, 
with violin and paint brush as he finds 
time. He has exhibited paintings at 
the exhibitions held by successful 
artists in his home city. The degree 
of his success with paintings com­
pleted while enjoying the co-opera­
tion of the artists of the Spirit world 
may be judged to some degree by a 
study of the illustrations presented 
with this article.
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