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I mean to take a review of Mr. Podmore’s work as a text 
for some discussion of the topic which is, in fact, synonymous 
with the title of his book. Mr. Podmore states in his preface 
that he desires to discuss only the movement which was in­
troduced by Mesmer and ends with Mrs. Eddy, so that he is 
not covering the whole field in his review. He is dealing 
with the less reputable part of it and that part only in a his­
torical manner, with criticisms and views scattered here and 
there throughout the volume.

- The book begins with the work of Mesmer and proceeds 
with his immediate disciples and followers, and the two 
French Commissions appointed to investigate the subject, 
through the development of mesmerism in England and on 

• the Continent and the phenomena of clairvoyance and spir­
itualism, including such men as Andrew Jackson Davis, 
Thomas Lake Harris, Mr. Quimby and Mary Baker Eddy 
and Christian Science.

The volume is, in the mind of the present reviewer, the 
best that has come from the pen of Mr. Podmore. It is much 
superior to his “  Modern Spiritualism," and the reason that

� � ��� ������ � 	��� �������	�� ��������  By Frank Podmore: Author of 
Modem S p ir itu a lis m . George W. Jacobs and Company, Philadelphia, 1909.
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But the religious mind did not lose its instincts when its 
philosophy fell. Then, as always, it sought to revive its 
claims by appropriating the conceptions of science. Mesmer 
himself seems not to have been interested primarily in the 
religious meaning of his facts, but his followers easily gave 
his theory a religious importance and interpretation. The 
setting up of a fluid transmitted from operator to patient was 
in conformity with the materialistic tendencies of physical 
science and only when that fluid was made convertible with 
“ animal magnetism ” and this with the divine was the doc­
trine conceived as evidence of the religious view of things. 
About that time the discovery of Galvani with the frog's leg 
set Europe wild with speculations about “ animal magnet­
ism ” or electricity, and as soon as Mesmer asserted that his 
cures were effected by a fluid transmitted from himself to the 
patient, the mind of that age set about identifying it with 
“ animal magnetism " and electricity. Even Alexander Von 
Humboldt became so fascinated with the doctrine of magnet­
ism as to write a book about it, of which he was afterwards 
ashamed. But for the time being the discovery, or imagined 
discovery, was supposed to solve all the scientific and re­
ligious, or theological and philosophic perplexities of the age, 
Mesmer and his school were but giving another expression 
to the idea in their notion of a mesmeric fluid. They seemed 
to satisfy science by making it a “ fluid "  and religion by 
making it the substance which a monistic view had placed at 
the basis of things. It was a compromise with the old dual­
ism and endeavored to pacify the spiritualistic and the ma­
terialistic theory of things. This was not the motive of all 
the parties, as the various influences affecting their concep­
tions were too complex, but it was at least the superficial 
tendency of their actual ideas. The mesmerists thought they 
had found a new cause and while their terminology, that is, 
calling it a fluid, allied them to the materialistic view, they 
conceived this “ fluid " in a manner which made it easily iden­
tifiable with their opponents' “  spirit."

The scientific school represented by the two commissions 
who investigated the phenomena somewhat, tho not as care­
fully as they might have done, rejected the fluidic interpreta-
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tion of the real or alleged phenomena, and in so doing de­
fended a position which had its tendencies as much opposed 
to the materialistic theory as their general views favored it. 
This was not because they opposed the fluidic theory, but be­
cause they referred the causes to the mind of the patient or 
subject. Their theories of imagination as the cause made 
mind the dominant agency, and mind was not interpreted in 
fluidic or etheric conceptions. In so far as mind was, at the 
time, considered as something other than matter they acqui­
esced in a spiritistic interpretation of the facts, assuming that 
spiritistic views do not necessarily discriminate between in­
carnate and discarnate reality. The mesmerists, on the other 
hand, in so far as they appealed to fluidic conceptions, while 
defending, in many cases, a spiritistic theory, tended to sup­
port the opposite view. Not being willing to admit imagina­
tion or hallucination into the case they conceived their cause 
to be some reality external to the subject's mind and a reality 
that had no evident properties of mind. They tended toward 
a spiritistic theory only when they sought to identify this 
fluidic agent with the ultimate energy of the cosmos which 
they conceived as intelligent, tho not producing evidence that 
it was anything more than a peculiar form of matter.

This peculiar tendency of both schools to a view which 
opposed the one they actually held is an interesting circum­
stance. It was not intentional, however, especially with the 
scientific school that rejected fluidic theories. It is very im­
portant to remark this. If they had been committed to the 
view that normal consciousness was necessarily a function of 
the organism the explanation of mesmeric phenomena and 
cures by imagination would have had no idealistic or spiritis­
tic tendencies. But in so far as they rejected an external and 
fluidic cause they supported a subjective one with all the im­
plications that attended the explanation of consciousness. 
This, however, as I have remarked, was not their intention. 
It was another circumstance that determined their attitude. 
This circumstance Mr. Podmore has not remarked, tho he has 
shown very clearly that they were too prejudiced to investi­
gate the phenomena carefully. They were no doubt moved 
bv two influences simultaneously, namely the prejudice which
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due to the imagination of the subjects. Mr. Podmore seems 
occasionally to concede that the imagination did account for 
many, if not all, of them. But in one passage he shows that 
this is only a concession to what is preferable to a fluidic the­
ory. Later he takes up this imagination theory of the com­
missions and other scientific supporters and suggests, with­
out showing, that their “ imagination ”  needed defining in 
the case and that it was not a sufficient explanation of the 
facts. He indicates that the scientific man needed to divest 
himself of his prejudices and to admit that “  imagination " 
was not a proper explanation. Mr. Podmore does not re­
mark why he regards “ imagination " as inadequate, but he 
might have invoked the principle announced above, namely, 
that, tho it represented a familiar causal agency, imagination 
was a normal function in human conceptions and the facts 
were at least abnormal. He might have said that the scien­
tific men could have better invoked illusion and hallucination, 
as these were certainly more fitting to the case, even tho they 
might not have been any more adequate at that time than im­
agination. Mr. Podmore seems in one or two statements to 
assert that the imagination was the source of the thrills and 
perception of lights which were alleged in many cases on the 
part of patients. I think, however, that he might better have 
invoked hallucination in such cases and admitted the subjec­
tive reality of the facts. I have myself no doubt that such 
thrills and perception of lights actually occur, whether ver­
idical or subjective makes no difference for the fact, whatever 
difference it makes for the cause. I think that he could have 
more distinctly recognized the affiliation of the facts with 
what he admits in the theory of suggestion and which are not 
characteristic of the normal imagination. The fitness of 
these hypotheses marks their better application to facts 
which affected hysterical subjects.

The fault of both schools, therefore, was the same, 
namely, that of an appeal to causes which did not fit the facts. 
The scientific man unduly strained ” imagination "  and the 
mesmerists unduly used a fluidic conception, which was 
newer than the facts and could at most do nothing but these 
facts. It was not an agency known apart from the particular



� :�����������"��7� ��������1�����!�����,�!�"�����(������"	

%)�	�'�	�� ��� 1�� �$%!��	� �� 3)�!�� '��	����'� (��� �� /�'�![
��&�/�*���	� ��!�'��� � /��! ��/�%).��*�!�%)�	�'�	�0� ��� �)�(� � 	��
*)�&�*��&����*� ��� N����/.� �	.� ��	�&�!� �$%!�	���&.� /�	*���	��
�	 � ��� �	!.� '� �� '����&�� (�&��� ���N�$��%���� T��	�'�!�X� �	 �
T�'��	����'�<� ()�&�� �)�� ��&'�� �	 �*��� � 	�� &���'1!�	*���
���)�&� ��� '��	����'� ��� �	�(	� �	� %).��*�� �&� ��� �	�'�!� !�/�� ���
�	�(	� �	� %).���!��.�

�/� �	�'�!� '��	����'� �/� �)�� /!�� �*� �)��&.� �/� '��'�&�*�
%)�	�'�	�� �	 � *�&��� )� � ���&�� �(��)� �	.�&�!����	� ���%&�-�[
���� �$%�&��	*�� �	� ��)�&� �.%��� �/� %)�	�'�	�� ��� (��! � )�-��
1��	� '�*)� �����&� ��� )�-�� ���	� � �**�%��	*�� �	� �)�� �*��	��/�*�
(�&! � ��� �%%!�� �����)��*������/��)��'��'�&�*��*)��!�� �)�� '�	 �
(��! � )�-��1��	� /�'�!��&� (��)� /�*��� ()�*)� �	-�!-� � 	�� �&����
*)��'� /�&�1�!��/�� 3)��� �)�� �*��	��/�*� ��'%�&� *�		��� �	 �&��
��� �	.�)�	��!���� �	�&*).��	� �)�� �& �&��/��)�� *��'��� �&�	���&�0�
�	 � )�	*��)�� �!(�.�� ������ ��'�� �&��*�!����	� (��)� �)��%���� �	�
	�(�%)�	�'�	�� �	 �*������� �)�� ���	*.� ��� ()�*)� �%%��!� ���
'� �� /�&��$%!�	����	� '����&��!!.� �$%!��	� �	 � �)��� '��	�� �)���
��� '���� 1�� *!����/��1!�0� �-�	� �/� ��� &�]��&��� '� �/�*����	0� (��)�
�)�� �	�(	0� �	 � '����&�%&���	�� ��'��*�		�*���	� (��)� �)�� ��[
��1!��)� � �&��%�� �/� /�*��� �	�'�!� '��	����'� �	 � /!�� �*� �)�[
�&����  � �	��� '���� ��*)���*�		�*���	� *!��&�� �)�.� ����'� � ��
	�(����	*.�/�&��$%!��	�	��	�(�/�*���()�	��$%!�	����	� '��	��
��'�� *�		�*���	� ���)�&� �	� *����� �&� �	� �//�*�� (��)� �)�� �$����	��
1� .� �/� �	�(!� ���� �)�� *�	��]��	*�� (��� �)��� �)�� �*��	[
��/�*� '�	0� �**����'� � ��� �)�� '��)� � �/� �&��*�!����	� (��)� �$[
%�&��	*�0� *��! � 	��� ��!�&���� �� /!�� � �&� '��	���*� /�&*�� ()�*)�
(��� 	��� '��	���*� �	� �)�� �	!.� ��	��� �	� ()�*)� �)��� ��&'� (���
���1!�� �	� %).��*�!� �*��	*��� �)�� &�/�&�	*�� ��� �'���	����	�
�//�&� � ��� )�'�� ��� )�� �)���)�0� �� (�.����� �/� �	� �	�'�!.0� �	 �
�)�� )��  � � 	��� ���%� ���%��� �)�� ��'�� ]������	� ��� )��� �(	� �)�[
�&.0� )�� ���� &� � �/���  ��.� ��� �&���� ��%�&%!�$��.� '�&�� ��&����!.��
�)�� �%%��!� ��� �)�� �'���	����	0� )�(�-�&0� -��!��� � �)�� ��'��
���	 �& �� �/� �$%!�	����	�� 3)�!�� ��� (��� �� /�'�!��&� &�/�&�	*��
/�&� *�&���	�%)�	�'�	�0� 	�'�!.0� �)��%&� �*��� �/� '�'�&.� �	 �
&�%&���	�����	0� ��� (��� �$��	 � � ��� �	*!� �� /�*��� ()�*)� (�&��
	��%�&�� �/��)�� 	�&'�!� �	 � /�'�!��&�!�/�� �	 � ()�*)� �)��! � )�-��
1��	�*�-�&� � 1.� �!!����	� �	 � )�!!�*�	����	�� �	�� ��&�	��� *�&[
*�'���	*�� ��� �)��� �)�� '�	�()�� ���&�1��� � ��� '�*)� ��� �)���'9







1���������� ��)� ������� �������� � ( (

!�'��� �)�� ��&'� ��� �)�� %)�	�'�	�� ()�*)� %�.*)�!��.� ����!!.�
 �	����� 1.� �)�� ��&'� �����������	 � �)�� �!!���&����	�� �/� ��&��[
!�.� �	 � ��� � �)�(� �)��� �)�.� )� � �)��� �	� '�	 � �)�� �	*!� �	��
�)�� N� �'�	�� �/� �$����	*�� �	� ��� �!��0� �)��� '���	�� ��� %����1!��
/�&� �)�� � ���� �/� ��&� /�	 �'�	��!� N� �'�	���� ���� *&���*��'�
�	� �)�� %�&�� �/� ��� A�� /�!!�(�&�0� ��%�*��!!.� ,&�� �&�(	� �	 �
,���! � ���(�&�0� ��	 � � ��� !�'��� ����%&�%�&� �%%!�*����	� ��� �)��
� ���� �/�����*�����	� �	 � ��� ��� �/��	� ��� �'%!�.� � ()�	� �$%!��	[
�	�� �)��&�����	���*�	�*����	���� �/� *�&���	� !���	�� '�'�&���0� �	[
��	 �	������$%&����1.���� �)��*����!� �	/!��	*�� �/���%&���	�� '�	[
��!� ������ ��� � � ��������<� �&� &�*�!!� �	��)�&�� ,&�� �&�� � �'[
%!�.� � �)��� *�	*�%���	� �/� ��0� (��)� �  ����	�!� �'%!�*����	�� %�&[
)�%�0� �	� �)�� �	*!����	� �/� �)�� �%�&���&� �	 � )��� �	/!��	*�� �	� �)��
%&�*����� �)�� T����������	�X� (��� 	��� '�&�!.� �)��� �/� �� %&��[
�	�� '�	��!� ������ �	� �)�� ��1N�*�� ��� 1&�	�� �	��� �*��-��.� �	��)�&0�
1��� �!��� �	*!� � � �)��� �&���	� �/� ()���-�&� %&�-��!� � �	� �)��
'�	 � �/��)��%����	���	 ��	� �)�� '�	 � �/��)���%�&���&�� �)��*�	[
	�*���	� (��� ���!!� '�	��!0�1��(��	� �(�� '�	 �� �	 � 	���1��(��	�
�� T �/!�� �5�� �	 � �� '�	 �� �)�� *��$����	*��� �	 � ��]��	*��� �1[
��&-� � (�&�� �)��� 1��(��	� ()��� �	� �%�&���&� ��� � �&�  � � �	 �
()��� ��%����	�� �&���1N�*��  � 0� �	 � 	��� 1��(��	� ��T�/!�� � +� �	 �
�� ��1N�*���//�*�� 0

�&�'� �)��� ��'�� �	� �)�� �)��&.� �/� T����������	�X� 1�*�'��
-�&.� %�%�!�&� 1��)� (��)� �)�� �*��	��/�*� '�	� �	 � (��)� ��*)� ���
%&�/�&&� � ��� �!!.� �)�'��!-��� (��)� ��*)� �	� ���)�&��.� &��)�&�
�)�	� (��)� �)�� �-� �	�� *)�&!���	��'� �/� �)�� '��'�&����0� �� �'�
	��� ��&�0� )�(�-�&0� �)��� �)�� /!�� �*� �)��&.� (��! � 	��� )�-�� �&�[
�'%)� �1��� /�&���������*�����	� (��)� �)�� �%�&����!����*� �	��&%&�[
�����	� �/� 	���&��� �&�� +� '�&�� �)�(�� �)��� �)��  �-�!�%'�	��
�/� �)��� ()�!�� '�-�'�	�� (���  �&�*�!.� �	 � &�%� !.� �	��� �%�&[
����!��'� �)&���)� *!��&-�.�	*�� �	 � '� ��'����*� %)�	�'�	���
�/� '��'�&��'� )� � *!�	�� /�&'!.� ��� �� %).��*�!� /!�� � �	 � )� �
�)�(	� �&&�*�	*�!�1!�� �	����	��'� ��� �%�&���!��'� �� �'� �	*!�	� �
��� �)�	�� �)��� �)�� T��*��	��/�*�<� '�	� �/� �)���  �.� ()�� �%%��� �
��� ��� ��&�	����!.�(��! � )�-�� !���� � �%�	����(��)� �	��&�� /�-�&��
���(���	�� ��1�������//�!�����	� (��)� �)�� �%�&����/��)�� '�&�*�!����
�	 � (��)� �%�&����!��'� �)��� �$*��� � �)�� ��&�	����� �	�'��������
�	 � )�	*��X��*��	*��<� ����)�� &�!��/� �	� �)��T��'���	����	�<� �	 �
T ����������	�X� �)�� �&��)'�	A�� �%%������	� ��� ��-�&	'�	�



#B� :�����������"��7 �������1�����!����� ,�!�"�����(������"	

)��� �!(�.�� '�	�/���� � ����!/� �	� �)�� �*��	��/�*� '�	A�� ������ ��
��(�& � �)�� �%�&����!� �)��&.� �/� �)�	��0� �	 � �)��� �.%�� �/� '�	 �
(�!!� &���&�� ����	.�%)&����!��.�&��)�&� �)�	� ��� � '��� �	.� �&��)�
�	� �)�� �$����	*�� �/� �)�� �&�	�*�	 �	��!0� %&�-� � � .��� *�!!� ���
�%�&��0� �)��(�&�)�%%�	�� ��� (��)� �)��  �-�������&�-�&�	*�� �/�.���
*�!!� ��� '����&0� �&� *�	*��!� ���� &��!� �'%�&�� 1�)�	 � �� ]������	[
1����	��%)&���� �&�(�& �

�� )�-�� '� �� �)���� &�'�&��� 1�*����� ��� ��� '.� �	��	���	� ���
%���� �)�� ��'��*&���*��'� �%�	�<����������	�AA� ���)���1��	� '� ��
����	��� �)�� /!�� �*� �)��&.� �	 � �	�'�!� '��	����'� �	 � ����	���
�)���*��	����A���'���	����	��)��&.�� �� �� 	��� ����� �)��������� ��
�	� �)�� �	��&���� �/� �� �%�&������*� �	��&%&������	� �/� �)�� /�*����
��	.� (��! � �)�	�� �)��� �)��� '���-�� !���� 1�)�	 � �)�� *&���*��'�
()�*)� �� '��	� ���  �&�*�� ����	��� �)�� �)��&.� �/� <���������	0X�
1�*����� ��� '�*)� �/� '.� %�1!�*!.� �$%&���� � -��(�� )�-�� �%[
%��&� � ��� �	�  �/�	*�� �/� �%�&������*� ).%��)����0� �� '����  ��[
�-�(��)��� �1N�*����� �)���������� �� )�-�� 	�� '�&�� �-� �	*�� �)���
�%�&�����&��*�	*�&	� � (��)� '�	��!� )��!�	�� �	 � �)��%)�	�'�	��
�/� ).%	����� �)�	� �� )�-�� �/� �)�� /!�� �*� �)��&.�� ��&� �!!� �)��� ��
�	�(� �)�.0� �)��� ��0��%�&���0� '�.�1�� ����*���� �(��)� �)�� �//�*��0�
�&� /�&��)��� '����&� �)�� ��!�� *����!� ���	��� �	� �)�� &���!��0� 1��� ��
)�-��	�� �*��	��/�*��-� �	*���/� ��0� �	 � �)�� ��*�	*� � � �)���$���[
�	*���/� ��*)�&��!�����0� �)�� *)�&�*��&��/� �)��%)�	�'�	�� ��� ��*)�
�)��� ( � �)�	�� �	.� �*��	��/�*� '�	� (��! � %����� 1�/�&�� -�	��&�	��
�%�	� �)�� ����&���	� �	 �  �/�	*�� �/� �� �%�&������*� �	��&%&������	�
�/� ��*)� �� '���� �/� ()�!!.� �	*��& �	��� � %)�	�'�	�� ��� �&��
'�	�/���� � �	� *�		�*���	� (��)� ).%	����� �	 � <����������	0X�
()��)�&� 	�&'�!� �&� ).%	���*�� 3�� '�.� �	�(� '�&�� �1����
�)��� /��! � �	� ��/���&�� ���0�1������%&���	�� (���&�� ��� ��	�&�	�� �/�
�)��&� 	���&�� �	 � �)�� *����!� ���	*���� *�		�*�� � (��)� �)�'�
�)������ (��! �1�����%&�%����&��������	-�����%�&�����*��	��/�*�!!.�
��� ���  �/�	 � �)�� (�! � �)��&���� �/� �)�� '��'�&����� �	� �)�� !����
*�	��&.�� "�	*�� ��  ��*!��'� �	.� ��)�&� '���-�� �	� '.� �	�'� [
-�&���	�� �%�	� <����������	�X� �)�	� �)��%�&�!.� �*��	��/�*� �	�� �/�
�&.�	�� ��� ��*�&���	��)���&��)� �1���� ��0� ()��)�&� �)��� �&��)�1�� ��
*!��'� �/� �	�(!� ��� �&��	� � '�����	� �/� ��	�&�	*��� ,�	��!� �/�
�)�� �$%!�	���&.� *)�&�*��&� �/� T����������	�X�  ���� 	��� �'%!.�
�	.�)�	�� �	� /�-�&��/��	.���)�&��)��&.�� ���'� �	!.� ����	�� '.[
��!/� �)�� ]������	� ()�*)� �-�&.� �*��	��/�*� '�	� �)��! � ���� )�'9



Suggestion and Mental Healing. 13

self when he proposes “ suggestion ” as an explanation of 
certain facts, namely, what does the term denote definitely. 
What do we know about the process implied by it? Or do 
we know anything whatever about the process implied in 
using the term as an explanatory one? Have we entered 
into a critical and analytical course for determining exactly 
what we mean by such a wonderful agency ?

In rejecting the fluidic and imagination theories of mental 
cures or other therapeutic effects, Mr. Podmore indicates ex­
plicitly that the theory of “  suggestion " was a scientific one 
which was entitled to respect. In one reference to Bertrand’s 
anticipation of Braid’s theory, Mr. Podmore indicates that 
the modern theory explains the phenomena. In another 
statement, trying to depreciate the apparent significance of 
certain reported convulsions and temporary paralysis, quoted 
in support of something more marvellous, he says they “ were 
no doubt all the effect of unconscious self-suggestion ” 1 As 
if this made the facts perfectly intelligible! In this course 
Mr. Podmore is not alone. He is but following all the so- 
called scientific men of this age, the respectables who never 
ask themselves any embarrassing questions. There is no 
theory more widely asserted in psychology and out of it in 
modern times than the theory of “ suggestion" as supplant­
ing the older theories of imagination and fluidic influences. 
Once it was scientific (?) to believe in the imagination as all 
powerful, but as the respectability of that has yielded to criti­
cism, some other word or phrase which simulated knowledge 
as much as it concealed ignorance was required, and the term 
“ suggestion " supplied this want. Hypnosis and hypnotism 
effected a similar object in displacing “  odylic force ” and 
fluidic agencies generally,

I shall therefore take a very bold position on this subject 
and even go so far as to challenge refutation of it. I seldom 
hold or express confidently any theories tn regard to super­
normal phenomena. I am well known, of course, as defend­
ing a spiritistic interpretation of certain facts, but I am not 
only willing to surrender them, if men will produce either a 
rational hypothesis or reasonable evidence for a compre­
hensive explanation other than this, but I shall confess that I
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First name.
{Yes, that’s right.)
I see her write that, it's hers. She takes it right in her han<£, 

the pen—it was a pen.
(Yes.)
And she says:—“ It’s so good of you to come and ask me to 

come.” I think she would make a better communicator than the 
man.

(Do you?)
Yes, he's so tense and so anxious. She’s been so in a way, but 

it is a calmer get-right-the re. She knows the man.
(Does she?)
" We have met, we have met," I think it is a spiritual ac­

quaintance since she went.
(Yes, it is.)
“ We have met, I like him and I am going to send his name to 

you whenever I can. Don’t be discouraged, it will come. Other 
things will come.” She tells things over and over, fast as she 
can. She calls you by your first name—I know it you know, 
from before.

(Yes.) *
She says " Lillian ”  twice over and oh, such a relief to come. 

It will give her happiness for months to dream of just this little 
word with you. You know she’s very fond of music, concerts, 
things like that.

(Yes.) .
Liked music, but didn’t have so much of them in her life. *
(Yes, that’s quite true.)
They were closed off in some way. " I am making up for it, 

I just have my fill of all those lovely things.” She takes in her 
hand a big bunch of flowers like beautiful roses and puts them 
down to you. She shows me on her box white roses and maiden­
hair fern when she went, green and white, all around it very near 
her body when she went away, practically at the head, very near 
her head. Do you know anything about it? Wasn't there a 
wreath of white roses very near her head when she went away?

(I think probably it was so.)
She knows all about it. T think she went at daylight. Do 

you know anything about her death at all? [Correct.]
(I can find out.)
It is very early daylight. It is different in the night than in 

the morning. It seems it is more like the lights just out, because 
I still see some lights lighted and daylight here as though where 
she is it is light, but in some other room where you were there 
would be some lights lighted. It is the early chill of the morning
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( Y e s ,  it is. N o w  som e tim e if you can get his name, and tell 
D r .  H yslo p .)

Y e s ,  I w ill. I  have tried so hard, so hard.
( Y e s ,  I know , don't try. I am sure you w ill get it som etim e.) 
Y o u  know  I  ju st feel like c ryin g  m yself.
(Y e s .)
I  shall see you again,
(T h a n k  yo u , I think yo u  are doing a great w ork.)

SS itte r w en t out.] Isn ’t that beautifu l?
Y e s .)

I think th at’s the m ost beautiful thing w e 've  had, don’t yo u ?  
(Y e s .)
I t  is funny, you know, how  the other one kind of seemed to  

lo se  his po w er ju st to  g ive  the m other a chance. Y o u  can ’t tell 
th e  w o rk in gs of them you know. S h e ’ll g o  home like a new  
w o m a n . W h a t  tim e is it?

(T e n  m inutes a fter eleven.)
G ood-bye. Som etim e I  w ill see you. I  w ill go. A t  first the 

e n e r g y  w as all gone, som ehow,
( I t  w a s  lovely. Y o u  did beautiful things.)
Y e s , at the last, it was.
[ 1 1 :12  A.M .]

m »<
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worthy of friendship, as anyone now held in high esteem. That 
he could ever be guilty of crime, was then unthinkable. As little 
anticipated was the feeling of abhorrence with which every photo­
graph, letter, and every reminder of him whatsoever was after­
wards destroyed by us.

Those were the first months of the Civil War, and fathers, 
brothers, husbands, and lovers were leaving home and dear ones, 
for the battlefield. In speaking of this conviction that he ought 
to go to war John Booth told my mother that he felt that he 
ought to be a Christian first. In none of his conversations with 
my mother did he lead her to infer that his sympathies were with 
the South. Our family were strong Republicans, and had voted 
for Abraham Lincoln. Their sympathies were wholly for the 
Union and the North. My mother thought naturally that he in­
tended to enter the northern army.

At the end of the summer the family left us, and we after­
wards saw them only occasionally. The following winter John 
Wilkes Booth acted in Boston. Now and then he came to see 
us. Child-fashion, I usually appropriated the lion’s share of his 
visits to myself.

In October, 1863, my mother and the rest of us followed my 
father to California. Soon after we ceased to hear from the 
Booths,

One night my mother awoke my father suddenly, saying, “ O  
Charles! I have had such a terrible dream! I dreamed that 
John Wilkes Booth shot me! It seemed that he sent me seats 
for a private box in a theatre, and I took some young ladies with 
me. Between the acts he came to me and dsked how I liked the 
play. I exclaimed, 1 Why John Booth! I am surprised that you 
could put such a questionable play upon the stage. I am morti­
fied to think that I have brought young ladies to see it.’ At that 
he raised a pistol, and shot me in the back of the neck. It seems 
as if I feel a pain there now.” After awhile my mother fell asleep 
and dreamed the same thing a second time.

Was it possible, that just before the commission of this in­
famous deed, he thought of my mother as one of his friends whom 
his atrocious crime should fill with consternation and horror?

The next morning came the terrible news which plunged our 
nation into grief and mourning.

Almost at the hour of my mother’s dream-—President Lincoln 
was assfissinated: shot, in the back of the neck,� �	� a private box� �	� a 
theatre, by John W ilkes Booth.

( M R S .)  E L L A  H O W A R D  H U G H E S .

Nov. 2, 1909.
Ja m e s  H . H yslo p , E sq .,
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I wrote for further details, if there were any, and re­
ceived the following reply, dated February 1 5 th, 1 9 1 0 ;

“  Y o u  ask for more details of m y m other's dream  the night 
A b ra h a m  Lin co ln  w as dying. I ga ve  all but one further m atter, 
th o u gh  I  could not con vey to an y her deep solem nity as she 
to ld  it.

“ She dreamed that there were moving crowds but she did not 
know why they were moving, nor did she attend to them at all. 
Her attention was fixed upon a great white ox bleeding to death, 
that had been made a sacrifice: also she saw after this that two 
other creatures not so great were lying wounded, but not dead 
(Seward and his son); but her mind dwelt almost wholly upon 
the great white ox, and in relating the dream before breakfast she 
said that a great national disaster was signified, or that the nation 
would be called upon for some immense sacrifice."

Two of the witnesses besides Miss Jones, who might con­
firm this incident, are dead. .

I add the corroborative statement of another sister re­
garding this dream, tho the reader will observe that it does 
not confirm certain details of the previous account. Miss 
Amanda T. Jones, however, explains this variation in the ac­
companying letter of her own to follow that of her sister.

Feb. 2 1 st, 1910.
M y  dear Sir:

On the morning of April 15th, 1865, on coming down stairs I 
found my mother apparently in great distress of mind. Finally 
she related a dream she had the night before, prefacing it with the 
remark that she felt sure there had been another dreadful battle 
or we would hear of some terrible calamity. “ I dreamed," she 
said, “ of seeing two men trying to escape from an enormous black 
bull. They had reached the fence and one of them got clear over, 
but the other one was on the top of the fence when the bull over­
took and attacked him.” The dream had made such an impres­
sion on her mind that she appeared at that time to be almost over­
come with her forebodings. As she told her dream she was sit­
ting at the west window of our home on Niagara Street. It was 
then nearly seven o’clock.

Very truly,
H E L E N  C O L V I N .
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researcher until conscious and unconscious or simulative fraud 
has been eliminated.

The first class, that of conscious fraud would interest no one 
but the prestidigitator, and possibly it would not even interest 
him unless it was clever.

The second class, that of unconscious fraud, might interest 
the psychical researcher, although its chief interest lies in the 
field covered by the student of abnormal psychology. If the phe­
nomena cannot be placed in either of the two classes mentioned 
above, further classification lies strictly in the field covered by 
the psychical researchers, but of the further classification, con­
sideration may be postponed.

To make the above classification carefully, it would be neces­
sary that the record of the phenomena be made by scientific 
means, and the phenomena held under scientific conditions.

In making this statement I am prepared for the criticism 
which I will bring upon myself, but I used the term “ scientific 
means” as referring to means not primarily conditional upon the 
senses. Let me illustrate my point further.

In the article referred to, we have the record of phenomena, 
portions of which might be classed under either of the two heads 
mentioned, while other portions might possibly be referred to a 
postponed classification. ^

It is a phenomenon witnessed by two doctors, one a surgeon 
and the other a physician, eminent I will grant in their profession, 
who present, to use their phraseology, a “ brief ”  of the case, 
leaving to the reader to act as judge for himself, if the evidence 
is sufficient to constitute proof. Whether this is the correct pro­
cedure, or not, need not interest us, but whether the facts are true 
is the primary condition to constitute classification, or evidence 
of proof. Had the writer of the article in question, left to the 
readers the entire authority to judge this case, the present writer 
would not possibly have thought it worth while to criticise the 
same, but on the last page of the December Journal the statement 
—“ that there can be little doubt left of the supernormal in the 
demonstration ’’ throws the way open to all kinds of criticism.

Logically if the facts are true, that is to say, if the facts are 
the exact correspondence between the subject order of our con­
ceptions, and the objective order of the relations among things*— 
then the phenomena could not be placed in the class of conscious 
or unconscious fraud, but would be passed to the postponed 
classification.

*1  do not mean that the facts must theoretically meet this demand, 
that may or may not be possible; the answer lies in the domain of phil­
osophy or metaphysics and not psychology, but I mean that they must 
practically meet this demand.
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The phonograph is played; that is to say, the machine is  
cranked, started and stopped, records and needles changed.

The first test which I would suggest for such phenomena 
would be the one for conscious fraud. Conscious fraud would 
include tampering with the phonograph, by one or more persons 
or things within or without the room, in either case the person o r 
thing could be concealed or exposed. I assume the phonograph, 
of course, to be the usual market article. There would be no 
trouble to eliminate outside influence; this could be done b y  
electrical means, in preference to mechanical ones. We could a l­
most as easily eliminate the concealed person or thing in the 
room. To eliminate the visible person or things in the room 
from tampering with the phonograph could be accomplished by 
the following means:—

Place each person in the room on an independent electric 
burglar mat. These mats should be separated in all directions 
from each other by a distance of one foot in excess of the com­
bined distance which the two tallest persons in the room can 
reach in height. The mats should be connected to an annunci­
ator on the outside of the building, and separated from the same.

This must be worked on what is termed a closed circuit, that 
is to say, as long as each person remains on their individual mat, 
the fact is kept recorded on the annunciator. Now then, if all 
the furniture is removed, and the articles used m the phenomena 
placed beyond the reach of any one in the room by the sum of 
the distance mentioned above, we are prepared for the first test, 
that of conscious fraud.

This could be carried out much more elaborately than I have 
indicated, such as recording for example, the movements of a 
hand, foot, limb or head. It is of course, under this latter con­
sideration that conscious fraud would be eliminated under all cir­
cumstances, even if every one in the room was bent upon produc­
ing it, and further visibility cuts no figure. If the phenomena are 
Still noticed by the sitters under such conditions, and the needles 
on the annunciator have remained stationary, the test for uncon­
scious fraud should then be made. If the contrary is the case, 
that is to say, if the needles in the annunciator indicate that the 
circuit has been broken, which means that some one has left their 
assigned location, fraud is seif evident.

In our next test electrical connection could be placed on the 
phonograph so as to record the following facts:—First, if the ma­
chine has been cranked;—Second, if the needle made contact on 
the plate, and lastly if the plate revolved. These connections 
should also record on an outside annunciator, except that in this 
case an open circuit must be used, that is to say, one which 
would only record when the machine is cranked, when the needle
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B O O K  R E V I E W .

Eusapia Palladitw and Her Phenomena. By Here ward Carrington.
B. W. Dodge and Company, New York, 1909.

This book is a very good and rather complete one for the 
general reader on the case of Eusapia Palladino. It is the only 
one in English at present. Mo t̂ of the material is taken from the 
work of European investigators and so represents historical mat­
ter, About one-fourth of it represents the experiments of Mr, 
Fielding, Mr. Ragally and Mr. Carrington, and which have been 
summarized in the pages of this Journal. The work is well done, 
is written in dear and transparent English, and will serve an ad­
mirable purpose jn the cause of psychic research. It calls for no 
special analysis or criticism here, at least in respect of the char­
acter of the facts. Each reader will probably determine that ac­
cording to his predilections, and as the work is intended for the 
general reader it will not demand the critical treatment of a scien­
tific production.

Only one thing comes up for remarks here and this is the 
theory proposed for an explanation of the phenomena. Mr. Car­
rington purposes this on the assumption that the phenomena are 
genuine and more or less proved to be so. He is careful to state 
this fact and thus disarms more or less criticism from the sceptic. 
He concedes a spiritistic explanation for certain of the phenom­
ena and rightly, the present reviewer thinks, discriminates be­
tween these incidents and those which he tries to explain by an 
extension of “ vital force,” Certain facts reported in that case 
point to some sort of influence produced by Eusapia herself, tho 
not more so than in the case of Mrs. Piper and perhaps all psy­
chics whatsoever. This leads to the search for causal action on 
the part of something connected with the subject or medium. 
But I think Mr. Carrington has wholly mistaken the case by his 
appeal to an extension of vital energy. The function of vital 
force, conceding it to exist as other than mere chemical action, 
presides over nutrition, circulation, secretion and the automatic 
functions of assimilation and dissimilation. It does not extend to 
the determination of the motor functions generally of the body. 
Physiology and psychology rather dearly define the distinction 
between motor and vital functions. In fact, the nervous centers 
concerned are quite distinct. Motor function, especially in con­
nection with bodily movements are more closely connected with 
the mind, whether conscious or subconscious, and this without
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not be identified with the fact or things which acts as an 
efficient or aetiological cause. In any case it is the constitu­
tive qualities and elements which make a thing what it is and 
identify it with others whether co-existence or sequences. 
For example, water is the ontological cause, or constitutive 
agent, in clouds, rain, steam; weight is an ontological cause 
of matter and so inertia; color is a constitutive or ontological, 
a material cause of certain visible objects, as tonicity is the 
ontological cause of others; atomic or molecular elements are 
the ontological causes of all compounds; the properties mak­
ing resemblances and differences are the material or onto­
logical causes of things compared. Teleological or final 
causes represent the supposed intelligent accompaniment of 
an articulated set of facts moving or related conditionally to 
a certain end, which renders their organic unity intelligible. 
That is, teleological unity is the designed and harmonious 
action of a number of influences acting toward one result 
which apparently could not have happened by chance or sim­
ple mechanical causation. It is a unity that is consistent 
with great differences of kind in the causes contributing to 
the result and which may be found independently of each 
other tending toward or producing the articulated result. It 
is the ��)�  the ��� ����� �)� ?�� �  or consequent, as distinct 
from the efficient cause, or ��� �������?�� , and so we look at it 
rather as a reason for the organic articulation of facts than as 
merely an efficient agent, if it ever be this, in producing the 
result. The idea of cause naturally implies antecedence, but 
final cause implies a consequent, or names it, as the fact which 
makes the union of separate agencies intelligible or reason­
able, that is, like the phenomena in which we know that con­
sciousness is a directing agent. For example, turning over 
the sod is a final cause or teleological meaning of a plow; the 
separation of grain from its embodiment is the final or tele­
ological cause of a threshing machine; the protection of life 
and consciousness is the teleological meaning of the com­
bined functions of the physical body; writing is the teleolog­
ical meaning of a pen and its holder; locomotion is the tele­
ological import of the railway engine or the automobile. In 
all these the unity is that of different mechanical causes in-
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Greek thought and, as a single substance causing things, the 
way was prepared for such ideas of an aetiological agency as 
Plato sets up in his Demiourgos, or Artificer, who ordered 
the world, the Nous or Reason of Anaxagoras, and the 
��� � �  �-���  of Aristotle, who started the physical universe 
only to let it go on its own momentum afterward. But even 
these men did not eliminate the existence of an eternal stuff 
which these agencies used in their work. They had to in­
terpret nature still, not with the idea of creation from noth­
ing, but from that of combining elements. But this dualis­
tic tendency was in direct opposition to the main trend of 
Greek thought and hence the Epicureans prevailed with their 
infinite number of atoms, the same in kind with only differ­
ences of shape and size. They regarded the nature of things 
as determined by the jiature of the elements. They had no 
efficient causes. They explained all things by material or 
ontological causes, the composition of atoms, forever falling 
by their own weight and swerving by chance and free will to 
enter into combination. They thus realized in its fullness 
and completeness the primary instinct of Greek thought to 
seek the matter out of which things were made as a sufficient 
explanation of them. They did not require to go beyond 
spontaneous motion and classification of phenomena in their 
view of explanation.

But Christianity took up the neglected aspect of Greek 
thought, or the point of view which even Anaxagoras, Plato, 
and Aristotle did not develop as fully as their systems re­
quired, Christianity did not admit that matter was eternal, 
but made it a created thing and so had to make its eternal 
the Divine. This agency was construed both as a creator 
and a disposer of created things, and the problem of Chris­
tianity was not the material causes, or the ontology, the con­
stitutive elements of things, but the efficient or aetiological 
cause both of material existence and cosmic order. At no 
time was it interested in the ontological explanation of reality 
whether phenomenal or permanent. It was satisfied with 
supposing a power adequate to create or regulate the world 
in the interest of man's salvation. It was more practical in 
its conception of things, if I may use the expression, as it thus
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way, and hence we seek causes and similarities in the world. 
What we want is some idea of the laws which express con­
stancies in the flow of events, constancies which affect our 
practical life which must be spent with some view to living 
through these changes and acting according the order which 
is constant instead of yielding to the character of the tran­
sient present.

If our knowledge were limited to the present moment of 
experience and we had no reason to suppose that there was 
some reality of the past in it that will survive in the next 
moment, all our action would be to adjust ourselves to the 
conditions of the present. But in seeking for the laws of phe­
nomena, the uniformities of co-existence and sequence, we 
are only seeking for something to justify expectation for the 
future. It is not necessary here to discuss the question re­
garding the passage from laws to causes. I shall take for 
granted that it is made by the scientific mind, even when it 
tries to limit knowledge to laws. But in coming to causes it 
may distinguish between those which merely initiate phe­
nomena and those which determine their nature. This means 
that it may suspend judgment regarding the latter when it is 
assured of the former. With this once admitted, at least for 
the sake of the present discussion, we may see just what phy­
sical science does in its explanations.

The first explanation which physical science seeks is the 
simple uniformity of connection which is the aetiological 
problem. It expects every event or thing to be connected 
with an antecedent which has had something to do with caus­
ing it, producing its occurrence. In many of its phenomena 
it does not think it necessary to proceed farther. This will 
depend on whether its interest or problem requires it to seek 
any other fact. Now it is right at this point that we must 
remark an important fact. I have said that, when we seek 
for causes it is with reference to finding some ground of per­
manence at the basis of manifest change. Our practical life 
is profoundly concerned in this permanence. For us the 
cause is any condition whose nature, so far as we are able to 
know it, is to reproduce its manifestations, and when we are 
sure of this we can adjust our conduct to suit. How far we
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of Mrs. S----- , the writer] came and told me to go and see the
137th St. house, as the present owner was a speculator and was 
neglecting it. He also said: " Destroyed, destroyed."

As I hold a heavy mortgage on the house, I might have been 
alarmed, but I never take anything that comes until it is proved, 
so I said: “  I have heard of a leak and that the house has been 
allowed to run down, but it is not destroyed in any way.”

A few days afterward, a friend in our old neighborhood invited 
me to spend the afternoon and asked me to tell her about psy­
chical matters, as she was beginning to be interested. I had 
come from down town, so did not pass my former home. I told 
about having used the Ouija board the Sunday before and about 
the message to go and see my house and its being destroyed. My 
friend exclaimed: “  Mrs. S----- T do you not know what has hap­
pened to the house?” I said, “ No.”  “ Why," said she, “ on
Thursday night [Jan, 6th] it was on fire." D—-— K----- , her son,
came in from another room and said: “  It was about ten o'clock 
in the evening when I heard the fire engines and I went out and 
saw the firemen using their hatchets in the basement.”

E -----  K. S----- .

The following two letters corroborate the story. The 
first is from the la d y  who witnessed the writing with the 
O u ija  b o ard .

New York, Feb. 26th, 1910.
Dr. James H. Hyslop,

My dear S r:—Permit me to address you in regard to an in­
cident which I witnessed in the home of my esteemed friend, Mrs, 
E -------S ---------.

On Sunday, January ninth, I was present while she with Mrs,
O-----  H-----  received a message on the Ouija. The message
was imperative and demanded that Mrs. S----- go at once to the
137th St, house, as it was being destroyed. As no one of us had 
any thought of the house and no knowledge of its condition, the 
message could not be explained. Mrs. S----- has just communi­
cated with me telling me of a fire which occurred in the house 
and requesting me to corroborate her statement to you regarding 
the incident. Yours very truly,

A. M. J ----- .

New York, Feb. 15th, 1910.
Dr. James H. Hyslop,

Dear Sir:—As well as I can recall the fire in Mrs. S----- ’s
former home, which is at the corner, we living in the center of the
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M y wife has had numerous seemingly telepathic experi­
ences with a friend, an intimate of her college days, which 
the following instances will serve to illustrate,

A  few years since the friend was living in one of the moun­
tain states several hundred miles from my wife’s residence. 
There had been some talk of a visit during the holiday sea­
son, but my wife had abandoned the idea and had written 
definitely that she could not come. \ t  le last moment the 
aspect of affairs changed and she decided, on a few hours 
preparation, to go. She sent no message, wishing to sur­
prise her friend. Her train left late at night. At about the 
hour of her departure the friend in the far state suddenly 
awoke with the conviction that my wife was coming— a con­
viction so strong that she aroused others of the household to 
tell them that "  N. is coming sure.”  She sent someone to 
meet all possible trains, so that much to my wife's surprise 
she was received at the railway station.

On another occasion the friend, who was stopping with 
m y wife, attended a public meeting. While there she was 
so impressed, fascinated, by the strange face of a man in the 
gallery, that she could pay little attention to the proceedings.
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table. The increasing tendency to repeat images drawn in 
previous experiments, reaching unusual proportions under 
the peculiar circumstances of Series V II  and V II I , and the 
quite different development of the tendency to internal 
(within the given series of responses) or conscious association 
seems to point to a gradual upbuilding in R's  mind of sub­
liminal association-groups. This has some bearing upon the 
problem confronting interpretation of mediumistic experi­
ments; for here, as there: ( i )  The veridical element is
freshest and most convincing at the first. (2 ) Continued ex­
periments show an augmenting tendency for the veridical re­
sults to be distorted by, and to become subject to, subliminal 
activities.

Following is the detailed analysis of the series.

S e r ie s  I.

In this series, 5" first drew the zigzag in the form of an 
archaic sigma. This suggested the letter S, which was forth­
with drawn. The response to this was the S-like curve 
shown. S  resolved to make the sigma figure the test figure 
o f the series; and it was accordingly repeated as trials 4 , 7 
and n ,  the eleventh trial being made, on S ’s part, simply by 
tracing over with the pencil the figure already drawn for the 
seventh. The response of R is given opposite figure 7 . The 
line above the answering figure is extraneous, having in R's 
mind only a dubious connection with the figure; such lines, 
faint or detached, were several times seen by R, but only 
rarely drawn because of their obscurity; on several occasions 
they were apparently due to after-image.

Figure $ naturally suggested to S’ the idea of an eye or 
eyes. It was the influence of this suggestion which finally de­
termined the form of figure 6 ; for 5* first drew the two circles 
and me connecting line; and these suggesting eyes or spec­
tacles, the remaining line and the dot were added. That the 
notion of “  eye ”  persisted in S 's  mind is shown by its recur­
rence as figure 10 . The notion of “  eye," as noted by the 
word written in, was the first response in R 's  mind; then, after 
what is apparently a reminiscence of the response just previ-
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responder or percipient. To the right of the agent's draw­
ings will be found the drawing or response of the percipient 
in each case corresponding to the number of the trial of the 
agent. The number of trials varies in most of the series, and 
owing to the peculiarly complex nature of the experiment 
the reproductions are more numerous than the agent’s draw­
ings.

The interesting point to be remarked in these experi­
ments and perhaps an important one in the estimation of all 
telepathic experiments was the resolution of the agent to also 
draw the associated figure which the first one drawn sug­
gested to his mind, to see whether this in any respect affected 
the result, as it might have a bearing upon subliminal influ­
ences in telepathy. Hence in the column of drawings repre­
senting the agent’s thoughts will be found the figure which 
association brought to his mind. Each follows in its proper 
order, the first one coming first and the associated figure or 
figures following to the right.—Editor.]
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���/'���� ����� ��� 8������"!	

� � � �� � � 86�

� 5 � 8 � 4 & 6 � 3 � � � � ' ' ) &+ � '$ � � �

�

� �( % � � <�

� % & & F W �� � � � � �
�� $ 0 & & $ A 8 0 � � � �� W G ' / ,

!

@� $�A ) ( % ' ) � ��� ��� � ? �6 @� @6 ��� % G ( 5

/�

0� � � � ( � � 9 &+ $ 3 ) �0 (
� $ ( � � G O 0f � ! 3

A�����c + (? �?$ $ ��� � W*'� vK%�G �� A G �+ ���

0 % & K' K) � � $ & � @ � �� @

> @ c 0 H � 9 3 � 9 Y G

��

�� � � � � � &0+9�( � �
W� q q 8 _ � ���A G?w (G+



302 Journal of the .ime rie on Society for Psychical Research.

ORIGINAI.S.

»tap*.,.

�



S>b� Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research,

�)����)�&�1�!�(��	� )�&� !�%0� �	 � �)�	� �)�� ��1!�� (��! �&���� �� ��*�	 �
�&� ��� !���&d5

�� �'�!!� ��1!�� �&� ����!� ( ��� ����!!.� %!�*� � �	� �)�� *�1�	���
1�)�	 � ����%��0� (��)� �� -��( � ��� �)�� �**�&&�	*�� �/� �	 . �) �	 � �
�)��� '��)�� )�%%�	� ��� ���� �)�� /�!!�( �	 �� ��� �)�� �**��	�� � / � �
()��� �**�&&� � ��� ���  �&�	�� �)��� �h�	*�� �	 � �/� �)�� *�	�&�!�
�	 �&� ()�*)� ��� �***�&&� 4

T ��� ##�@B� �)�� �'�!!� ��1!�� �	� �)�� *�1�	��� (��� !�/�� � �%� �	 �
*�'�� �-�&� ����%��5�� !�/�� �)��! �&0� (��)� �)�� *�&���	� �	-�!�%�	�� ��0�
�	� �)�� �h�	*�� ��1!�� �	 � &�'��	� � )�	��	�� �)�&�0� ���� ��%� �	� �)��
�h�	*�� ��1!�� �	 � ���� !����  �(	(�& �� ��� �	� �	�!�� �/� �1���� /�&�.9�
/�-��  ��&���0� �-�&� ����%��A�� �	 � �&�� ��&&�	���	A�� N��	� � )�	 ���
�&�� ��&&�	���	� /�!�� ��� %��)�	�� ����	��� )��� )�	 � ��� �)�� ��� (�&��
�&.�	�� ��� *!�'1� /�&�)�&� �%� �	� �)�� �h�	*�� ��1!�0� �	 � �-�	���!!.� ���
/�!!� 1�*�� �	� ��� �)�� �&��	 0� ()�&�� ��� !�.� )�&�W�	��!!.0� ���� !����
%��	��	�� ���(�& ��X

� !!� �)�� ()�!�� �)�� *�	 ����	�� �	 �&� ()�*)� �)��� �**�&&� � �&��
&�*�& � � ��� /�!!�(��� �&�� ���! �	 ��  �*���� � ��� �)�� ��'�� �)���
)�� *��! � ���� �)��� �)�� )�� � ( ��� '����	!����� �&�� � �&&�	 ���	 �
 �*���� 4� < � . � &��)�� )�	 � ( ��� )�! � �	� )�&� !�/�� )�	 � �	� �)��
�h�	*�� ��1!��� " �&� !�/�� /���� ( ��� �	� '.� &��)��X � �&�� � � �! �	 � �
 �*���� 4� < " � & � &��)�� )�	 � ( ��� �	� ' .� !�/�� )�	 �� �� ( � ��
)�! �	�� 1��)� )�&� ����� �	� ' .� &��)�� )�	 �X

T �� !���!�� !���&�%�&�� ��/��)���h�	*�� �	� ��%��&� !��)�0��)�� ��//�*��	��
/�&� 1��)� �&�� ��&&�	���	� �	 � �&0� ���! �	�� ��� ���� ��� /&�'� �)��&�
%!�*��0� ���1���	� ���&���&�� 1�*�� �	��� �)�� *�1�	��� ��(�& �� �)��*�&	�&�
�(�.� /&�'� ����%�����	� �� ��&���� �/� !���!��N�'%�0� �� '�-�'�	�� ()�*)�
��� *�	��	�� � ��� '���� �/��&� ����%��� )� �  �&�*�� � �)�� �!�*�&�*� !��)��
���1�� ��&	� � �%� ����	0X

�)�� &�*�& � �/� �)�� *�	�&�!� ��� �)�� ��'�� �/� �)��� !���� �	*� �	��
��� ��� /�!!�(��4

��� �� )�-�� )�&�&��)�� !��� ��*�&�!.�
��� �)�� '� ��'� ��� )�! �	�� '.� &��)�� )�	 � �	� )�&� !�/�� )�	 � �	�

�)�� ��1!�� �	 � �� *�	� *!��&!.� ���� )�&� /�*��
��� "�&�&��)�� )�	 � ��� �	� '�	�� �	 � -���1!�� �	� �)�� ��1!��
"�&� !�/�� /���� ��� �	� '.� &��)�� /���0� '.� &��)�� �	��� %&����	��

����	��� )�&� !�/�� �	���

"�ED



/�����"� (������ ���/'���� ����� A��"� ,"!������,"��� ���	  357

One of the most remarkable phenomena of the series 
occurred in connection with this séance. It was the "  pluck­
ing of the g u ita r”  four feet away and while the medium was 
under good control, according to the report of the experi­

. menters. I quote Mr. Carrington’s account confirmed by 
that of Mr. Feilding;

. “ At this time the light was excellent, allowing us to see clearly 
the whole body of the medium, and to read small print. Her 
head and her two hands were plainly visible ; her feet controlled ; 
in addition to which there was a space of about a foot between 
her body and the cabinet curtains. Further, the small table was 
lying on the floor in the cabinet, forming a sort of ‘ fence ’ be­
tween Eusapia and the guitar. The guitar was*upside down, in 
the corner, and at least four feet from the medium. Yet under 
these conditions, a string was clearly and forcibly plucked on the 
guitar. We were absolutely positive at the time, and remain so 
still, that Eusapia could not have reached the guitar by any nor­
ma) means.”

There was a remarkable phenomenon which often oc­
curs, or is reported by various experimenters, and that is 
associated with a scar on the forehead of Eusapia. It is an 
alleged breeze issuing from this scar. It was first noticed 
in the fifth séance. All three experimenters noticed it and 
Mr. Feilding says:

“  At that time I had my hand right over her nose and mouth, 
my little finger being on the ridge of her nose and the palm over 
the tip of it.”

A fter this they prepared for a repetition of this phenom­
enon by purchasing a small flag which was to be held in the 
breeze if it occurred again. In the sixth experiment it oc­
curred again an’d the account of it is written by Mr. Car­
rington.

“ After the medium had resumed her seat, we felt her head 
with our hands, to see if the famous ‘ cold breeze ’ was again issu­
ing from her forehead. We all dearly perceived it with our 
hands placed at a distance of about three inches from the me­
dium's head. Mr. Fielding held his hand over her mouth and 
nose and we all held our own noses and mouths and refrained
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up the curtain, horizontally, one corner pointing to and 
touching the curtain on the outside. It gave me the impres­
sion of being drawn up as if by a kind of magnet on the other 
side of the curtain. It slid past the curtain which remained 
motionless. I felt up the curtain as it was climbing up, on 
both sides of the stool, but not between the stool and the 
curtain, as I was afraid of interfering with the movements. 
There was nothing tangible behind it. When it had climbed 
up a distance of about one and a half feet above Mrs. Hutton’s 
shoulder it seemed to turn and, drawing the curtain with it, 
went over to Mrs. Hutton’s shoulder on to the seance table. 
A t the moment it was turning I was curious to verify the 
position of the medium’s left hand. I began by Mrs. Hut­
ton’s shoulder, felt all down her arm, discovered she was 
holding the medium’s left hand, which I felt right up to the 
medium’s shoulder. On bringing my hand down again to 
the medium's hand, she made a violent movement as if to 
push it away and said ‘somebody is breaking the current.' ”

Mr. Feilding confirms this account as a personal witness 
of the facts described, and it will not be necessary to quote 
details. The details of the control are not so fully given in 
this instance as in others, but as it seemed to be an event 
producible only on the supposition that the left hand was 
free, which was found to be under control, it may be a little 
captious to strain an objection here. The general experi­
menting was so carefully done and the results in other in­
stances apparently so satisfactory that the case will not 
depend on this one. The interest in the incident concen­
trates mainly upon the simplicity and observability of the 
phenomenon.

The authors report one interesting incident which cannot 
be ascribed to the presence of Eusapia as a necessary cause. 
It was the ringing of the bell in the séance room before 
Eusapia had arrived for the experiment. This was just be­
fore the tenth séance. The following account is signed by 
Mr. Baggally and Mr. Carrington:

“ At a certain moment when Mr. Baggally was working up 
our clay at a small table in the center of the room Mr. Carrington, 
being in the next room, with the door open, the small bell hang-
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his food was poisoned; that he was on a sinking ship, etc. Also 
he had hallucinations—“ ghostly rappings,”  “ false voices," 
“  crash of timbers,”  etc., etc.

Finally his brother and other relatives were detectives in dis­
guise, and for more than a year he refused to speak to them or 
others fearing they were trying to tempt him to commit himself, 
when trial by law and execution would follow. The author's ex­
emplification of the reversed polarity of a magnetized bar by 
striking, as an explanation of the mental reversal following the 
fall is rather ingenious altho very hypothetical.

Much stress is placed upon the attitude toward him of his at­
tendants, doctors and even of relatives. How many attendants 
were uncouth, rough and poorly fitted either by nature or train­
ing to be placed in charge of such patients; of how a few doctors 
miss the essential psychical insight to successfully minister, and 
of how relatives unwittingly err by their false attitudes into in­
creasing the mental distress of their unfortunate kin. He pleads 
for greater frankness on the part of the sane. That it would be 
better for them to state the bald truth to the insane, rather than 
attempt to delicately save their feelings by deceptions. Altho 
only white lies, or evasions, the insane may see that all is not 
straight and a distrust becomes a conviction of persecution. This 
belief of the author is sound. Instance after he is taken home 
from hospital, he continues: “  For a few hours my mind was 
easier than it had been. But my new found ease was soon dis­
pelled by the appearance of a nurse—one of several who had at­
tended me at the hospital. Though at home and surrounded by 
relatives I jumped at the conclusion that I was still nnder police 
surveillance. At my request my brother had promised not to 
engage any nurse who had been in attendance at the hospital. 
The difficulty of procuring any other led him to disregard my 
request, which at the time he held simply as a whim. But he 
did not disregard it entirely, for the nurse selected had merely 
acted as a substitute on one occasion, and then only for an hour. 
That was long enough, though, for my memory to become ac­
quainted with her image. My brother’s mistake was grave, for 
the unintentional breaking of that promise broke the only re­
maining thread that bound me to the world. And it is now clear 
to my judgment, that the most trifling promise, direct or implied, 
made under such circumstances, should, if possible, be carried 
out to the letter. Suspicion cannot be overcome by being fed 
upon untruth itself, and suspicion is the condition of most unbal­
anced minds.”

In furtherance of this argument, the author, after describing 
the method by which he was restrained by a "  muff,”  says: ”  The 
assistant physician, when he announced to me that I was to be
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subjected every night to this restraint, broke the news gently—so 
gently that I did not then know, nor did I guess for several 
months, why this thing was done to me. And thus it was that I 
drew deductions of my own which added not a little to my tor­
ture. I have already suggested that an insane person should be 
treated as sane in all the ways that are possible. It is a mis­
taken delicacy of feeling which impels doctors and others in 
charge to avoid any direct reference to a patient’s insanity in the 
presence of the patient himself. I believe it would have miti­
gated my distress to have been told in plain English that I was 
insane and had, because of that condition, attempted suicide. To 
be sure I should have perhaps regarded those about me as suffer­
ing under a strange delusion, but I believe that the reason for 
their behavior would have wormed its way into my understand­
ing months earlier than it did.”

Following this occurrence was a long period of depression, 
suspicion and belief that he was to be punished for some offense, 
and in consequence he refused to talk or communicate with any­
one whatsoever. The longing to read, but the self-denial through 
fear, and finally the surreptitious filching of literature quite 
touches the heart. Here a keen and sympathetic observer might 
have helped him on sooner. There came a remission in the 
symptoms, and then a change to an expansive phase, in which 
for months there were elation, buoyancy, energy, boisterousness 
in superabundance. He found a “ pleasure in being mad, that 
none but madmen know.”  The pranks he played, his unbounded 
energy, his happiness with good humor and wit are in striking 
contrast to the former stage. In speaking of this he quotes a 
passage from a letter of Charles Lamb to Coleridge dated June 
10, 1796, he says: “At some future time I will amuse you with 
an account, as full as my memory wilt permit, of the strange turns 
my frenzy took. I look back upon it at times with a gloomy 
kind of envy; for, while it lasted, I had many, many hours of 
pure happiness. Dream not, Coleridge, of having tasted all the 
grandeur and wildness of Fancy till you have gone mad! All 
now seems to me vapid, comparatively so! ”

The descriptions of these phases of the symptoms, of the 
thoughts and emotions are graphically told. And the attention 
of the reader is held without effort. At certain stages his sane 
mind seemed able to stand apart and analyze his insane mind, 
and to record what occurred. One easily recognizes in this his­
tory the type of insanity. It is the Manic-Depressive Insanity 
(of Kraepelin); or Folie Circulate of the older authors. While 
afflicted he was kept in two private hospitals and in a state in­
stitution. He recounts the manner of management of these sev­
eral asylums and it was for the purpose of inveighing against
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out provocation from him. He, without any show of annoyance, 
quietly wiped his cheek with his handkerchief and passed on. 
From his office he sent her a letter, deploring the occurrence, 
saying how it hurt his feelings, the act coming from one he cared 
so much for, etc., etc. After that he had a most docile and ap­
preciative patient. Such ability in an unexpected and annoying 
situation is almost supernormal, and not to be found in everyone 
employed at $25 per month.

A  consular report is appended, showing the advantages of 
psychopathic wards attached to the University of Germany. In 
these the patients are scientifically examined and treated by the 
specialists of the medical staff, at a cost ranging from about 70 
cents a  day to $2,50.

The appendix is concluded with a report from Prof. Starr of 
Columbia University, criticizing the inefficiency of numerous 
private sanitoria. Withal it is a book that may appeal to the 
lover o f a good story; the reformer or to the scientist.

■ M >•
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The Society assumes no responsibility lor anything published under 

this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished 
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless 
withheld by his own request

The Abnorm al and the Supernormal.

E v e r  since I came across an incident which I published in 
“  1������� ��)� �� O������ 6 ��� �+  in the career of Dr. W eir Mit­
chell’s father, namely, that of a veridical apparition in the 
experience of an insane patient, I have been disposed to think 
that it might be worth while to take more careful account 
of what some insane patients may say. There is remarkable 
confirmation of this hypothesis in some facts narrated by an 
English physician in charge of a hospital. He records three 
cases of dementia exhibiting phenomena of a supernormal 
type and altogether of the character quite familiar to psychic 
researchers. I wish to call attention to the facts here for 
the purpose of making an appeal to physicians and all in a 
position to make the proper observations that they instate 
methods of watching all patients for occasional glimpses of 
the supernormal. This ought to be all the more easy from 
the fact that this class of sceptics usually try to discredit 
supernormal phenomena by calling them morbid. This 
characteristic will not interfere with their nature, and the 
psychic researcher may well look calmly on while the ortho­
dox physican observes the facts and their environment. But 
certain it is that the study of the insane will be greatly modi­
fied if we have reason to believe that the supernormal may be 
at least an occasional phenomenon there.

The physician’s observations to which I refer have been pub­
lished in a brief article in the 7������ � �� ,�!�"����� 1������  for 
the first quarter of iqto. Unfortunately the statement of 
facts is preceded by a speculation as to “  two brains,”  which 
turns out, not to be the “  double brain ” theory of the last
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“ Some hours later, when the nurse was putting him to bed he j 
demanded £5 . Nurse assured him she did not possess so much 
money. ' Nonsense,’ he answered, ‘ you were given £ 5  this . 
evening.’ 4

“ 4. We carefully concealed from him the fact that the doctor ^  
had gone for the night, a journey of eighty miles. Later in the ’• 
evening the patient inquired for him. ‘ O h! ’ we said, ‘ he’s gone 
out, and he won’t be long.’

“ ‘ No he won't be back to-night,’ he answered. ‘ He has gone 
a long journey, and he'll be pretty tired by the time he arrives 
there.’

" 5. He frequently and correctly anticipates a remark which 1  
we are about to make apropos of nothing previously referred to 
by ' You were going to say—’

“ ' . His solicitor wrote privately to the doctor saying he was 
coming up to see him on the next day on some legal matter con­
nected with the transfer of the patient's property to the custody of 
his wife. By no possible chance could the patient have seen the 
letter, which arrived in the morning when the patient was asleep, 
yet he spent the day fulminating curses on the scoundrel who was 
coming on the following day to give his property over to his wife.

“ Questioned as to whom he was referring to he answered:
( No one you know. My rascally lawyer, etc.'

“ 7. One afternoon during the past summer he became vio­
lently agitated, and said that his nephew was in great sorrow and 
distress, and he didn't know what to do to comfort him. * It’s a 
terrible accident to my nephew’s son, but what it is, or whether 
he is killed, I cannot tell.' He raved about this accident all the 
afternoon, and was wakeful and ���������!  referring to it all 
night, and full of distress and sympathy for his ��0���  nephew, 
whom he both saw and heard. Whiskey and water had to be 
provided, and he insisted on having it held in a certain spot in the 
room for his nephew’s delectation.

“ On opening the London daily in the morning we were hardly
surprised to see the headline: ‘ Terrible Motor Accident in --------
shire,’ and to learn that the nephew’s son had been hurled against 
a wall, sustaining such shocking injuries that very little hope of 
his recovery could be entertained.”

These incidents tell their own story, and there is no 
reason why managers of the insane should not be on the 
outlook for such phenomena.
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truthful nature had made him a favorite with us all—to a greater 
degree perhaps than any other hoy in the school. The sttbjtP 
once opened, there was a quite general talk about raps being 
heard about his bed, and similar stories. It was news to me. ! 
had previously supposed that his nickname of "  Ghost "  was the 
result of his comparatively shadowy appearance, hut 1 was in 
learn better.

lie  objected to giving the exhibition because, he said, it tired 
him so; hut at last lie was persuaded.

There were some music-stands in the room, probably two or 
three, over which we «lit] our fluting and fiddling;—Certainly they 
contained no hidden batteries and connections. Each consisted 
of a wooden slab some two inches thick, and some eighteen by 
fifteen tn length and width, resting on the floor. From this row 
a stick some two by three, to the height required by the average 
player; on lop of the stick was an inclined piece about the size m 
the base, serving as a desk for the music. The whole thing wa- 
made, probably, of white pine, and unpainted.

“  Ghost"  stood before one of these stands, placing his finger' 
and thumbs lightly on the desk, which sloped with tlie top arcin' 
from him. After a few minutes he said: " I f  there are any 
spirits present, will they please tip the stand?"

After two or three such requests, at intervals, the stand tipped 
gently Uncord him. Now as the tlesk sloped away from him, it1 
tipping toward him by his muscular force was absolutely impos­
sible.*

Why did the force which tipped it respond to his request t.i 
the ’’ spirits," and not act before? My guess is that he then un­
consciously reteased It.

Of course then, as always, manifestations of force that wen 
new to experience were attributed to ” spirits." The " K"eheM*r 
knocking» “ and tabic-tippings generally were being popularly 
discussed as spiritual manifestations, and “ Ghost ”  and his friend' 
fell into the current notions.

* Inquiry of Mr. Unit in regard to the manner in which the hoy held 
his lingers on the music stand results itt the following reply: "The bo 
held his lingers about the center of the surface of the music stand, no* 
touching the top at all. Of course I would have thought less of the ftut 
ter if he had touched the top. but even then the performance would li:,o 
been remarkable."

This view was implied in the story, but not specifically'stated M 
might suppose that the boy had a special hook under Ins huger naib f> ■ 
lipping the stand, but this theory would not account for the permaity1 
tipping reported. We should have to suppose him capable of balauctn# 
it by his peculiar methods, The probabilities would not he very' trf ’ 
that this could he done in that manner.

qiai t]mL
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same time I heard the name "  Elizabeth ”  pronounced clearly, 
three times. I asked Mr. Carrington to look in the letter and see 
if the name were written there. He did so and found the name 
in the letter which I had held in my hand. I wish to state that 
the page on which the name was written was the second—so, was 
invisible to my eye unless I had opened the letter and separated . 
the sheets. E L IZ A B E T H  B-------- .

The above account is a correct statement of the facts.
H EREW A RD  CARRINGTON.

519 West 149th St., New York.
June 6th, 1907.

Just now Mr. Flynn was standing in my office talking to me 
and my Secretary and she said to him : " You wear a brass badge 
here ”  [putting her hand on the upper side of her breast] and 
asked him if it was true. He said if she called it brass he 
would not tell her. She went on to say that it was a badge 
of some secret organization. He then opened his coat and ex­
hibited a badge with a heart shaped pendant and a square plate 
at the top marked “ I. C. G. T." He said the pendant was gold 
and stated what it was for, as a badge of honor. It matters not 
what it was for, the phenomena seemed a case of clairvoyance, 
tho this hypothesis will have to be qualified by the-fact that more 
than an hour previous my Secretary had talked with him and the 
coat may have been casually opened so that she saw the badge 
subliminally. She says that she was not normally aware of its 
existence. She seems not to have any memory of it.

JA M E S H. H YSLO P.
E LIZ A B E T H  B--------.

Incidents N o t Classifiable.

519 West 149 St., New York.
Feb. 1 1 th, 1907.

Mrs. B-------- , after coming up from lunch and sitting down
to copying a record which she did not want me to see at present, 
asked me if I had read it. I had come up stairs some minutes be­
fore she did. I replied that I had not. She persisted in her ques­
tion and curiosity as if something was wrong and I maintained 
my position that I had not even looked at the documents. But I 
insisted on knowing why she wanted to know and why she was 
so persistent about it, as I had a suspicion of a possible relevance 
in her thought about it. She then asked me if I had ever had her 
notes in my hand. I said that I had not. I had not picked them
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viously used. It was a piece of a chamber-set, and had been 
totally disjointed by standing in close proximity to the heat of the 
register. It could not be lifted by the top without its coming 
clean off. We were obliged to take it up by the legs when mov­
ing it for any purpose. This evening my mother carefully lifted 
it in that manner, and set it down directly under the bright light 
of the hanging lamp. At my request she placed two chairs, one 
for herself and one for Mrs. Batchelder at opposite ends of the 
table. I took a reclining position on the couch which was five 
feet away from the table. My head was feverish and my nerves 
were taut with excitement, but my mind was calm; my hands 
and feet were cold as ice. "  I cannot sit at the table ”  I said to 
Mrs. Batchelder, "  for to do so weakens my back. I would like 
to have you sit with my mother, while I, from the couch, will 
direct.”  My mother took her place at one end of the table, Mrs. 
Batchelder occupying the seat opposite. My father was in an 
upper room, reading. My mother and Mrs. Batchelder placed 
their finger tips lightly upon the top of the table, leaning forward 
to do so, their chairs well back. My mother wished to have the 
light lowered, saying it was too bright for her eyes. I objected 
to having less light. I did not think it necessary, as I had se­
cured all previous phenomena either by daylight or bright lamp 
light. My mother assumed a prayerful attitude and began softly 
singing a hymn. Mrs. Batchelder was serious but seemed in­
credulous. I remained quiet on the couch where I could see all 
around the table. The room was very bright. After sitting 
about ten minutes Mrs. Batchelder spoke, “  Do you not feel the 
table trembling?” My mother admitted this, continuing her 
singing. Then there took place the most startling physical oc­
cult manifestation it has been my privilege to witness, manifesta­
tion taking place solely in the presence of unprofessional parties, 
and, for the most, skeptical parties. By the bright light of the 
hanging lamp I could see the finger tips of my mother and Mrs. 
Batchelder lightly resting upon the top of the table. I saw the 
table begin to shake, then to oscillate from side to side, then from 
end to end. Suddenly it rose straight from the floor up, until 
their hands reached to remain on its top. Then the table fell 
back with a heavy crash. " O h !"  cried Mrs. Batchelder, “ what 
is this?” My mother’s face wore an exalted look. She made 
no remark. I felt something great was to take place. I spoke, 
“ Is this you, Tommy, moving the table?” At this the table 
rose three times straight up a foot, dropping to the floor at each 
rise with a loud noise, but seemingly with great care and pre­
cision. Again I spoke, " If this is you, Tommy, please bring the 
table to my couch.” At this request the table with only the 
finger tips of my mother and Mrs. Batchelder upon its top (they
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veracity from my own city, as I have been a public school teacher 
here over twenty years, and am now a trustee of the State School 
for Feeble-minded at Wrentham, Mass., appointed by Governor 
Curtis Guild, Jr. Respectfully yours,

SUSANNA W. BERRY.
July ' , 1908, Lynn, Mass.

Mr. James H. Hyslop,
New York City, N. Y.

My dear Sir:—I hold your circular asking for Mss. returned 
by Everybody’s Magazine, bearing upon psychical phenomena, 
and have decided to send the enclosed to you with names, affi­
davits, etc., without restrictions to use by you of any kind. What 
is true need not be abashed, need not fear publicity.

Sincerely,
ELLEN F. W ETHERELL, 

Lynn, Mass., August 30, [1908.]

UNITED STATES SENATE, WASHINGTON.
Washington, D, C., January 29, 1903.

I am assured by persons in whom I have implicit confidence 
that Miss Ellen F. Wetherell of Lynn, is a lady of extraordinary 
accomplishment and high standing, and entitled to be respected 
accordingly.

She is the sister of the wife of Judge Berry, an eminent citizen 
of Lynn. She is, herself, President of the Lynn Equal Rights 
Club, and is in every way entitled to especial respect.

GEO. F. HOAR.

�&&�0�1��� � �3� 1>�� ���9%

Plainfield, N. J., April 23, 1906.
Rev. Dr. I. K. Funk,

195 Washington Park, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Dear Sir:—I tried for a long time in vain to get the address of 

some member of the Society for Psychical Research, but it was 
only recently that I came upon yours, and with your permission 
will enclose a short account of an experience that occurred to me 
less than a year ago, and was written down shortly thereafter to 
await the time when I could find what I considered the proper 
authorities to send it to. I wrote down the facts within two 
hours after they occurred and sent the account to a sister living 
at some distance, and beyond telling the widow of the dead man 
I said nothing about it for some weeks. It has never seemed to 
me a subject for common conversation. I don't know that my
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such sensations or perhaps lose my reputation for sanity if I acted 
in accordance with them.

Again I was alone except for my bird and I sat down with a 
paper or book, to read a few minutes, when the same terrible feel­
ing came over me and again I got up, made a racket by moving 
furniture and bric-a-brac, and talked to my bird to which I was 
greatly attached. The feeling again passed off, leaving me very 
much broken up as my presentiment of evil seemed more con­
firmed. Right here I may add that a cat killed my bird the same 
day. The third experience happened about a week, or less, iater 
when my three sisters, mother and brother called, I was show­
ing them through my new dwelling. My sisters and mother wore 
dresses in which black predominated. They were preceding me 
up the stairs when the same sensation came over me like a flash, 
giving me the most terrible feeling I ever experienced. I felt 
that there would be a death, and these friends would attend the 
funeral.

We had taken this house for summer boarders, and now I will 
tell how, according to my way of thinking, my presentiments 
were near enough verified to show that they run something out 
of the ordinary.

In the first place, sickness caused three or four families to de­
lay their coming, or to fail to come. Then one lady had to go 
back home to take care of a sick friend. She came back later and 
soon after was taken sick with peritonitis. She had been sick 
about a week when our house caught fire and was nearly de­
stroyed. The sick woman was taken to a neighbor’s and died a 
day or two later. Her daughter who had boarded with us before 
her mother came, told a friend that she had never spent such a 
miserable summer, nothing but sickness and bad luck since she 
came to the place.

We moved to another house and a few weeks later my three 
sisters and brother referred to above, came to me, with the infor­
mation that my son was drowned. This turned out to be a false 
report, and I might be convinced that all these events were mere 
coincidences were it not for the indescribable sensation I ex­
perienced on the three occasions referred to and which surely 
indicated that I was to be associated with great misfortune.

It may be worth while to mention the fact that these pre­
sentiments seemed to “ materialize ” when black and white were 
before me, as in the case of the letter I had started to write, the 
book I was reading and the black and white clothing of my rela­
tives. I have also on one occasion seen a black and white striped 
piece of goods turn gradually all black while that peculiar sen­
sation stole over me. But it has never since been so pronounced. 
I have never seen a case of hypnotism, and previous to these
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pened. I do not think they are opposed to investigation, but they 
do think that it is not best to encourage me to believe in occult 
power. So you see it is rather difficult to prove my assertions. 
It might be that if I gave you their addresses and an account 
of my premonition at the same time they might verify it, if you 
wrote them. I notice that if my mind is particularly drawn to­
ward one it is that one to whom the presentiment refers, and the 
feeling is usually stronger than the nature of the fact would seem 
to call for, so that if I had a premonition of death that was to be 
really verified, it seems to me that the presentiment would very 
likely kill me or make me insane. I do not think I am liable to 
premonitions in any such degree as I used to be. My boys have 
met with a good many accidents and fits of sickness that I never 
had the least warning of. It seems as if I must get into a certain 
state of nerves or health, or perhaps there are certain conditions 
outside of me that cause these insights. I can’t tell how I  know  
but I do know, and I wish I knew how I know.

My sister tells me she has written you ^pd that she described 
the bed covering used in her husband's illness, which seems to 
me to prove that I was not the victim of a mere 11 memory pic­
ture.” One certainly cannot remember a memory picture or an 
imaginary face as one can a real one. and my memory of my 
brother-in-law's features as I saw them after his death is as plain 
as any I have of him,—more distinct, if anything,

Mrs. h ------- was rather reluctant to write you at first, for fear
of having the circumstances made public, but I told her I was 
sure this would not be done without her consent.

Very truly,
MRS. W. C. W------- .

Plainfield. X. J.

Xewark, X. J., June 3rd, 1906.
James H. Hyslop, Secretary,

Dear Sir:—1 promise to do exactly as you request in your 
letter of May 30th, to send you an account of any premonition 1 
may have at once and its verification afterwards, or, give you the 
opportunity of verifying it. If you ascertain any facts concerning 
the little girl I wrote you of, I should be glad to know of it. If 
she is dead I will try to discover the date of my vision, or perhaps 
I had better do that at once. I think I wrote it down at the time, 
but do not know just where the book is. I can, however, by con­
sulting a friend find out, I think, the year of the occurrence and I 
know the month was April. If the girl is living I shall believe 
that my subsequent vision of my brother-in-law was due to some 
brain disturbance for I recollect that in both cases the counte­
nances were particularly bright and pleasing.
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more is trying to do, All that I would object to is the insin­
uation that spiritistic conceptions may not do it as easily as 
the telepathic hypothesis. We are not under any obligations 
to define that idea by the popular doctrines. We never do 
that in other scientific work. We take the philosophic and 
scientific doctrines to which investigation has given a more or 
less stable vogue and apply them to the new facts, and the 
well established conception of spirit does not involve any 
necessary assumption of either quasi-material reality, tho 
consistent with it, or vortex atoms or the fourth dimension. 
It is only a question whether there are not facts to make 
necessary the supposition of something different from the )�Q
����)  idea of matter as recognized by physical science. This 
different thing may be another species of matter, if you wish 
to so call it, but it is not the older type if new, any more than 
argon was identical with other elements. Identity of kind in 
that way does not exclude differences which the elements ex­
press, and if we choose to employ the word spirit to denote 
this other reality capable of consciousness when the recog­
nized elements are not capable of it, it will not destroy science 
but only extend the field of its interest. This is to say that 
we may mistake the ������  of a ghost when we do not mistake 
the ����  of it. It may be one of the realities capable of affect­
ing us without being what it appears to be, just as we do not 
suppose that normal sensations represent the nature of mat­
ter.

Mr. Podmore approaches this view of the case when he 
further says: "Whatever they may be, it seems clear that 
these apparitions are not ghosts in the old-fashioned sense. 
And yet, unless we are to distrust human testimony alto­
gether, they are �� ��"���	+  But it is interesting to remark 
that neither Mr. Podmore nor a large number of other people 
have been disposed to admit that they were even "  some­
thing "  until they felt they could explain them by telepathy. 
That is, they were disposed to disqualify human testimony 
untii spirits could be rejected and telepathy accepted on that 
same testimony!

As soon as he has admitted that ghosts are " something ” 
he goes on to explain the nature of hallucinations and regards
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�%�	� ��%&�%�&�1������ �)��� '��	�� �)��� �	� �	*�'�� �/�C@?0???�
�� .��&� (�!!� 1�� 	�*����&.� ��� ��%%!.� ���� (�	���� ��� �$%�	��-��
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�!!� ��'�� �1�-�� �)�� �		��!� /���� �&�� /�	 � � /�&��)�� �	 �([
'�	�� �	 �)�	*���)�� /�!!�(�	��/�*��� '�.�)�!%� �)��%�1!�*� ��� ����
)�(� ����!.� �)�� &�]��&� � �'��	�� '��)�� 1�� �1���	� �� �)��
&�	����/� '�'1�&�)�%��)������1!�� /�&��)�� �	 �('�	�� /�	 � �&��
���/�!!�(�4� Founders C>0???0�Patrons C#0???0�Life Fellows C>??0�
Life Members CB??0� �	 � Life Associates C#??�

��� �!!���&����	�� �/� ()��� '�.� ����!.� 1��  �	�� �)�� /�!!�(�	��
��1!��� (�!!� �//�& � �	� �$%!�	����	�� �)�� /�&��� �	�� �!!���&�����
)�(� �)�� 	�*����&.� /�	 � /�&� �//�*�� '�.� 1�� �1���	� �� �)��
��*�	 � �	�� �!!���&����� )�(� �)�� /��	 ����	� /�&� �)�� !�&��&� �	[
 �('�	�� '�.�1�� !�� 0� �	 � �)�� �)�& � �)�(�� )�(� �)�� '�&�� �'[
%�&��	�� �	 � '�.�1���*)��-� �

B� ���	 �&��C 5,000� ��*)� %!���%&���	�� /�	 ������������� C25,000
10 +��&�	��C#0???� ��*)� %!��� %&���	�� /�	 ���������������� � 25,000
B?� ��/�� ��!!�(�� $500� ��*)� %!��� %&���	�� /�	 ����������� � 25,000

100� ��/�� ����*������ $100� ��*)�%!���%&���	��/�	 ������� � 25,000

��� �)�� !����� �	*�'�� �	� ()�*)� (�� *�	�  �� �	.� %&�%�&� �	[
-���������	�� ��� C#?0???� �� .��&� �	*!� �	�� �//�*�� &�	�� �	 � %�.[
'�	�� �	 �  ���&�1����	� �/�%�1!�*����	�0� ��� (�!!� &�]��&��CB>?0???�
�	 �('�	�� ��� �	��&�� �)��� �'��	��� �!!� *�	�&�1���&�� ��� �)���
/�	 0� �/� �)�� -�&����� &�	��� '�	���	� 0� �&�� �	���!� � ��� �)�� /&���
&�*��%�� �/� �)�� %�1!�*����	�� �	 � )�	*�� ��� (�!!� 1�� �%%�&�	�� �)���
�)�.� *�	� �	��&�� ��%�&'�	�	�� ��*���.� ()�!�� �)�.� �&�� �!���%�.[
�	��/�&��)��%�1!�*����	�� �	 ��)���%�&/�&'� �	� �'%�&��	����&-�*��
��� /���&�� ��	�&����	��� �)�� /�!!�(�	�� ��1�!�&� ��''�&.� (�!!�
�!!���&���� ()��� ���%����1!�� �	� �)��� -��(� �/� �)�� (�&��

B?� ���	 �&�� C 5,000� ��*)� ����������������������������������������� C#??0???
50� +��&�	�� C 1,000� ��*) ��������������������������������������������� � 50,000

100� ��/�� ��!!�(�� $500� ��*) ��������������������������������������� � 50,000
B??� ��/�� ��'1�&�� CB??� ��*) ������������������������������������� � 40,000
#??� ��/�� ����*������ C#??� ��*) ���������������������������������� � #?0???

C250,000

�  v  a
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200 Founders $5,000 each..................................$1,000,000

1.000 Patrons $1,000 each.....................................  1,000,000
2.000 Life Fellows $500 each................................  1,000,000
5.000 Life Members $200 each............................... 1,000,000

10,000 Life Associates $100 each............................  1,000,000

It will not be necessary to condition donations by requir­
ing that the total amount be obtained. All that accrues be­
yond the rental of an office is so much in support of scientific 
investigation. The office as a place of permanent record and 
preservation of reports is the first imperative need. The rest 
is so much additional help and much could be done with an 
annual income of $10,000 besides membership fees. If we 
had an income sufficient to pay office rent and printing, the 
annual membership fees could be reduced one-half, and that 
is the desire of the Council.

It is not necessary that the interest in securing this en­
dowment should be limited to members of the Society, Every 
person who appreciates the importance of the work and the 
need of a permanent organization can do his part in suggest­
ing the opportunity to others where he himself cannot do all 
he might wish to do. A public opinion which will realize that 
the rarest of all opportunities is open to the philanthropically 
inclined will help to make the desired end possible.

The Society must be a missionary body for such results as 
human experience throws before us, especially when that ex­
perience, sporadic as it is, promises to afford the largest ben­
efit of all the conquests of science. It will not be direct, 
large as that benefit is, but in the center of gravity which it 
affords for ethical and social problems of the future it ought 
to be the rallying point for all who appreciate the functions of 
religion, ethics and politics.

/T
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�)�� )������� �)�	� ��� � ���(��� �� �����&� �/� '�	�� ��� �)��� (��� �)�� �	[
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Night of January 24th, 1906, I seemed to be wakened by a 

pestering " spirit,” who was annoying me very much as a certain 
deceased uncle of mine might have done in life. I, as usual, 
wanted to know his name. “ Geo. W.” “ I have a cousin Geo. 
W.” “ Geo. W. is dead.” I got rid of this feeling as soon as I 
could. A week or so iater I learned that cousin Geo. W. had 
been injured in a railroad wreck in Los Angeles, Cal., on De­
cember 24th or 25th (?), 1905. He is still living. We have 
always lived in different cities. We are practical strangers to 
each other. This intermediate state ��� �  to be a wide-awake 
state entirely different from a dream. If I assume spirits, from 
experience, I would say that dream personalities alone may fill the 
sense, or spirit personalities alone, or both combined. There is 
a difference, and certain characters always impress me that they 
have an independent will of their own. “ Smith,” for example, 
or “ Geo. W.” are very different from dream characters.

To read some authors, you would think that a man could not 
think of any person seriously, without seeing their ghost, and 
that hallucinations were very contagious. As physician to an 
insane asylum once, I saw hundreds of patients with hallucina­
tions “ to burn." I have never known an hallucination to spread 
from a patient to other patients, nor cause an epidemic of hal­
lucinations among the attendants.

In childhood I remember of my mother talking of this 
haunted house in which Mrs. N., a friend of hers, then lived. 
About two miles northeast of Lancaster, O., stands an old brick 
house at the forks of the road. Many years before, it bad been a 
country inn, and it is said that a traveler had been murdered in 
the back room upstairs. Probably true. For many years that 
room was unused, the shutters always being closed, as I have 
seen. It was said that no one would or could sleep in that room. 
The cords of the old corded bedstead would be unloosed from 
the pegs and covers pulled off. There are various tales, but 
Mrs. N. told me once that at nights, when all were in the house, 
there would be a sound as though a bushel of money or glass 
had been thrown down the stairway from this room. There were 
large flat stone steps before the front door and at nights there 
would be sounds like silver coins were being dropped on these 
steps. These sounds would be clear and ringing, Mrs. N. was 
greatly in dread all the time she lived there. Time perhaps, 
1870-5.

DR. C. C. CARTER,
Columbus, Ohio.

[Received January 31st, 1907.]
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and advised use of Fowler’s solution. Against my own judg­
ment I continued it and one morning awoke with a terrible pain 
in my stomach which lasted all morning, in spite of three doses 
of opiates, a clear case of arsenical poisoning. My temperature 
at highest point was 101°, and often near normal, my natural 
temperature being usually subnormal. I felt bad part of the 
time but was up and about every day. I had very little business 
and on two or three occasions felt too bad to make a requested 
call. I was absolutely clear and rational the whole time, as far 
as I could tell then, and from all subsequent recollections. I do 
not think that any one noticed the slightest disturbance in my 
mentality. I looked pretty bad, part of the time, and I had bad 
dreams at night. I would lie on a lounge when I felt worse than 
usual. In the middle of a bright August afternoon, I lay down 
on my lounge. I was awake and could see the furniture and hear 
the noises of the street. A feeling of depression came over me; 
there seemed to be an evil influence pervading the entire room. 
It was doing me harm and I was helpless against it. Then there 
were a couple of monkeys in the back room and two near the 
ceiling where 1 could not naturally see them. Looking in front 
of me I saw a young Indian woman kneeling and gazing seri­
ously and kindly into my eyes, The long, black hair hung down 
her back and the costume was that of a civilized Indian. A dark 
jacket and dress which I could have well described at the time, 
but not now. The vision vanished instantly after a good look 
was had. This was near the end of my sickness. I knew little 
of spiritualism then and considered it the rankest kind of fraud. I 
have always had a strong antipathy to “ Indian spirits." The 
bad influence was like an insane delusion, however, it had a basis 
of fact. A sewer pipe near the office had become clogged, and 
had to be taken up. Others have agreed with me that this was 
a case where the typhoid poison became so thick in the air that 
it infected me by breathing and swallowing germs, or falling 
into drinking water. I have good authority for such a view. In 
fact, an evil influence pervaded the atmosphere, against which, 
at that time, I was helpless.

ACCOUNT OF A PR IV A TE SÉANCE.
I had been invited to join a private spiritualistic circle in the 

autumn of 1904, at the home of some friends of mine. It was 
held for our mutual satisfaction and no professional medium was 
invited except at the first meeting as related in another account. 
We met almost every week for several months. I was never able 
to see any sort qf a manifestation until the night of March 16th, 
1905. On this occasion the host and hostess and little boy, Mrs. 
D, and daughter, Mrs. W. and her little boy, two gentlemen,
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responsible for the noises and nothing else would do but it should 
be removed from the house at once, which was done. I forgot to 
say that this noise followed on the night of the day my mother 
requested that the bones be buried. There was no similar dis­
turbance in that house after the bones were taken away, but I 
understand that for several years after it occurred where they 
happened to be placed if there was talk of burial.

About twenty-five to thirty years ago I proposed to my brother 
that, now the principals to this agreement were all gone, no one 
could do anything against us if we should place the bones, which 
were crumbling, where they belonged, and I sent a messenger to 
the cemetery to locate the grave so we could easily place them. 
My messenger came back saying the cemetery had been aban­
doned and a highway through where it was. So we could not 
complete the agreement. We were not disturbed and the bones 
are now laid away in some neighboring cellar of a public build­
ing, probably dust by now.

Our family are mostly gone now and to the day of their death 
they all beliez’ed their solution of the disturbance being due to 
those bones to be the true and correct one.

There were many more details but I have given the most I 
can remember, and this seems too long.

I might say that of the eight boys and two girls living to 
maturity in our family there were four (" ) of us gifted with what 
is still a mystery to me, psychic power. Mine has left me. Mine 
was never as full as I had liked. My wife is excellent as to clair­
voyance but never knew what it was until I explained to her 
what it was understood to be. She does not practice it as it 
makes her almost useless the next day following.

Yours very truly,
C. L . K IN N A M A N .

Keokuk, Iowa, April "th, ���� .
Mr. James H. Hyslop,

Dear Sir:—Yours of April � d is at hand. The history of that 
skeleton (or part of it) referred to by Dr. C. C. Carter as being 
told to him by his mother, who is my sister, is something as fol­
lows:

My uncle, John W. Kinnaman, my father, Jacob W. Kinna- 
man, and a man by the name of Adams (I have forgotten his first 
name) were medical students. They were all intimate friends. 
An agreement was entered into among them that either one 
dying in early manhood, the survivors were to have under certain 
conditions the privilege of taking up the remains and that the 
bones were never to pass out of the possession of his friends, and, 
were it some time, to be replaced where they were taken from.

The bones were to be used for scientific purposes and study.
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more about the noises and disturbances than I can, because she 
was older and the noises disturbed her. They never disturbed me 
any at any time. I never paid any attention to them,

I will write my sister for more particulars and if you wish 
any further information you can write me again.

Yours very truly,
H. A. KINNAMAN.

P. S.—My mother slept down-stairs. My oldest brother slept 
upstairs in the front part of the house in a room which was next 
the attic. A door opened into the attic from this bedroom. The 
back stairway opened into the room where my mother had her 
bed and she was no coward. The noise, as if some one were 
walking, would start upstairs where Adams' bones were in the 
box and walk back to the back stairway and down the stairs to the 
door, making so much noise that it would awake my mother and 
the rest of the family. She would get up, get a light and go to the 
door and then upstairs to see what caused the noise. When they 
went back to bed the noises would commence again.

This disturbance always occurred when my father was away 
in California, and never when he was at home and the bones in 
his office.

Lancaster, Ohio, April 7th, 1910.
Dear Brother:—I received your letter of inquiry this morn­

ing, I had not thought of the matter for a long time. I only 
know something apparently happened at the time but I heard 
nothing as I slept through it all. I remember that Uncle Jackson 
and his wife were at our house at the time and they had been 
talking about burying the bones. Uncle J, took them back home 
with hijn but afterwards sent them to A. Robert and I talked 
of burying on the lot at A. We sent word to Stanley what wc 
were thinking of doing and he came to A. and insisted that he 
have the bones so he took them away. The last I knew (and 
that is several years ago) was that the bones were in a cellar of 
the Mansfield building next father's office. I am sorry I cannot 
tell you anything definite. I cannot now recall the year. I 
know father was in California at the time and mother was caring 
for six children that were at home.

My recollection is that Robert either went or wrote to the 
town where the man lived to make arrangements to have the re­
mains buried on the family lot at bis home town but the cemetery 
had been abandoned and there was a public road ran right over 
the old lot. So it seems there was always something interfered 
when we talked or planned anything in that line, so I suppose 
they are mouldering in the cellar. I am sorry I do not know
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more about it. What I do know is only what I heard told long 
ago.

We are having a cold snap now and it goes hard after having 
summertime a while.

Your sister,
H. G. CARTER, 

Keokuk, Iowa, April  � th, ���� .
Mr. James H. Hyslop,

Dear Sir:—On receipt of your former letter I wrote my sister 
in regard to the matter and enclose you her reply, which you 
can read and return to me. She does not know much about the 
matter, but to my mind the fact that it was or is now impossible 
for the agreement to be carried out on account of the original 
resting place of Adams being obliterated, explains why he has 
been quiet for a good many years. My oldest brother knew more 
about this matter of the manifestations than any one of the fam­
ily, but he died several years ago.

My Unde Jackson Kinnaman’s wife is still living. I will 
write her to-day and see what she remembers about the matter, 
as they had the bones part of the time. I am inclined to think 
that she cannot give much information because, as I stated to 
you before, there were no manifestations unless the bones were 
neglected. So long as they were kept in the office Adams was 
quiet, but when they stored them or laid them aside, there seems 
to have been trouble.

Yours truly,
H. A. KINNAMAN.

Columbus, O., February � st, ���! .
Prof. James H. Hyslop,

Dear Sir:—In regard to my experience with Mrs. Reed, I will 
say that I doubt very much if she knew anything of my relatives. 
My impression is that she is truthful and sincere, in such matters. 
Suppose she did know something about my relatives. Positively 
I did not mention my dream of the little girl to any person before 
visiting Mrs. Reed, and not to any one for some weeks afterward. 
I gave her absolutely no intimation whatever of this dream. I 
am a hard man to pump, a hard customer for the few mediums 
who have tackled me. They have all fallen down but her. I am 
a good cross-examiner. Mrs. Reed made no reference to the 
boy, and neither did I. To me this was an absolute proof of 
either spirit power or of telepathy. To my mind, telepathy it­
self, is enough to prove the existence of a spirit in man independ­
ent of the body. The more marvelous we make the subliminal 
consciousness the more like unto a spirit it becomes.

1. The dream occurred December 10th, ���" , my visit to
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the professors were fooled. We met as strangers and this young 
man proved to have some clairvoyant power by information given 
to the stranger

About a year after that we met again on several occasions. 
Mr. T. told me that he had been in the insane asylum for many 
months because he was obsessed by a spirit who made him do 
many foolish things, drinking, yelling, etc. One evening we ar­
ranged for a circle at a friend's house. Mr. T. and a Mr. D. met 
for the first time at my office that evening and we all went to­
gether. Mr. T. told D. of some family affairs and of having had 
a boy friend who used to play a horn (cornet) with him. He 
proved to have some limited clairvoyant power. I was partially 
successful in hypnotizing T. several times, and tried to exercise 
this foolish spirit, but I fear it is a fixed delusion. However, I 
noticed an improvement in his health, and a more cheerful dis­
position. He has been absent from the city for several months 
and I know nothing of his condition. I was hopeful of tripping 
up this aggravating spirit and getting rid of him, would T. only 
continue with me. It seems he found better work in another 
city. In spite of his former insanity he had clairvoyant power. 
Mr. T. made me acquainted with his boarding house people. I 
went to a few dark circles. There was trumpet talking and 
lights, small sparks which darted in different directions. I was 
inclined to think it all a humbug, though I did not understand 
how the lights traveled so far, or why once a persistent light ap­
peared in a far corner of the room on the floor. My impression 
was that the whole thing was a gratuitous humbug, but for one 
circumstance. A friend of mine, Mr. L., has developed some 
power of seeing apparitions. Once I took him, a total stranger, 
there. During the seance, what sounded to me like an independ­
ent whisper in the air in front of a lady, was heard. Mr. L. said 
he saw the form of a man in front of this lady and said he 
thought it was her husband. The voice purported to be her hus­
band. Then he saw a form in front of another lady and said it 
was of a young lady of about such an age. This lady said it was 
her daughter. One evening a very close imitation of a child 
strangling with diphtheria was given. The medium was a 
brother of two ladies present, one of whom had lost a child from 
diphtheria. What are we to think of what Mr. T. saw, if we 
think these relatives were humbugging each other, or all hum­
bugging L. and me.

T E L E P A T H I C  E X P E R I E N C E  O F MR. J . P. M IT C H E L L .
Columbus, � ., March  � th, ���! .

I have been personally acquainted with Mr. J. P. Mitchell 
of this city, for about a year. He has been a teacher, preacher, 
soldier, traveling man, editor and book agent. He is now draw-
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aboard a train, coming to this city [Columbus, O.]. I had not 
regained my wonted strength and was wearied with traveL At 
about I IP . M.f about fifty miles from Columbus, while reclining 
my head on the back of my seat at this hour and place, not 
asleep, but in a semi-conscious condition, as near as a definition 
is possible, a voice distinctly said to me: “ Your brother was 
killed to-day at three o’clock."

I soon recovered my normal consciousness and looked to see 
the one I thought had communicated the startling and sad in­
telligence. The conductor was sitting on a seat near the door 
with his lantern at the side and quiet reigned. I then realized 
that the words spoken to me were not from mortal lips or any 
one present, and was strangely exercised.

The communication was verified by the facts, as his death 
occurred at that hour and on that day. About ten days passed 
before we got the news of his death. During this time this in­
cident would not leave me. I tried to dismiss it as a phantom 
or apparition caused by physical weakness and unworthy of in­
telligent recognition. Without verification it would have been 
so considered. With it does it furnish evidence that there is in 
process of development a sixth sense through which events or 
knowledge can be communicated, with or without persons in or 
out of the body being the media of these communications?

I can conceive that the development of our present senses was 
as startling in its revelations, as all new experiences are, to the 
sentient organism, as is the one now engaging our minds. Na­
ture bids us welcome and will not scoff or scorn honest endeavor 
to know her ways, which I do believe are in accord with wisdom 
and happiness and a grand destiny for the race.

Yours truly,
JOHN P. MITCHELL.

Inquiry of the War Department in Washington, D. C„ 
brings the following information from its records.

“ The records show that Johnston Mitchell, corporal, Com­
pany B, 98th Ohio Infantry Volunteers, was killed September 1st, 
1864, in the battle of Jonesboro, Georgia. His remains were in­
terred in grave 5640 in the national cemetery at Marietta, 
Georgia."

FLASHES INTO CONSCIOUSNESS.
I am frequently subject to flashes into consciousness of a 

word or phrase, such as I have previously mentioned. Once or 
twice it has seemed like a real voice; but generally the conscious­
ness is seized with the idea only. At random, I recall the fol-
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lowing unconnected ideas in past two or three years. “ Nellie 
Hale." “ ��!� ." *' Down in Indian Territory.” “ It was on 
that stove.” “ Cerebro-spinal meningitis.” This last a few 
weeks ago. Strange to say, this disease began to prevail at the 
Columbus barracks shortly after. Many recruits have been 
transferred on that account. I suppose many of the religious 
fanatics have gotten their ** revelations " in that manner.

THE B------- HOUSE.
I recently visited Lancaster, O., and on March �� th, I spent

about an hour at the B-------  house, talking with Mr. John
K-----, who has lived there for the past five years. They have
slept in the haunted room, but have never heard any unaccount­
able noises in the house. It is commonly known that the house 
is no longer haunted. It is an old fashioned brick house with 
large rooms; one of the oldest in the county, I was shown over 
the house. The spots on the floor of the haunted room are such 
as are found in pine or spruce wood, although I did not see the 
largest, which was under a carpet. Miss B-------  keeps a fur­
nished room there, where she generally spends part of the sum­
mer. It is the room upstairs across the hall from the haunted 
room, I do not know whether there is any significance in this 
or not. There are now only the two rooms upstairs. Whether 
there was ever another finished room or rooms I do not know.
There is a back unfinished place. Mr, K----- says that the
house was built by a Mr, B— -— , -an uncle or great uncle of the 
present owners, the Baldwin sisters. Mr. Baldwin kept a driver’s 
tavern. I was told by one man that it was a very rough place;
that if any one was ever murdered there, that likely B------- knew
more about it than any one else. B------ - owned some square
miles of land and got rich very fast. The next day I called on
Miss B------- in town. She was very reticent about the matter.
I presume she was born in that house. Her father had taught 
her to be fearless and she had slept atone in the house, in the 
haunted room. She would say very little about the history of the 
house. She only said that a relative of hers had built the house. 
She does not believe there are ghosts, and thinks that such things 
are a foolish and sinful delusion. She and her sister were or­
phan children living in the West when the Bordens were living 
in their house. She says that the Bordens circulated the stories 
about the house with the object of lowering the rent. A friend 
finally informed the children and they eventually ordered the
Bordens to vacate (after* an eight years’ stay). Miss B-------
says there was no truth whatever in the stories of the Bordens 
" There are no such things as ghosts." She admitted that the 
house had had the reputation of being haunted for many years
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DR. ELLIO TS EXPERIENCES.
There is a shrewd old darky in this city, “  Dr.” Noah Elliot, 

who was born a slave in Kentucky. He used to run away and 
then come back. They would not whip him; he was too good 
a negro to lose. He would sell a magic powder to the other 
darkies, which would throw bloodhounds off the scent. The 
said magic powder being composed of cayenne pepper. He has 
made a good living by “ practicing medicine,” he being credited 
with some supernatural powers. Being unknown to him I 
visited him some years ago. His method of diagnosis being to 
ask the patient’s name, then he will tell the disease. Giving 
him my name he said I had liver disease, which, however, was not 
correct, I not being sick at all. About a year ago, however, I 
had a young colored man as a patient. He had a diseased 
axillary lymphatic gland which I removed. Another gland im­
mediately flared up and remained enlarged for several weeks. 
The young man visited Dr. Elliot one day, and reported the 
following: “ I went into Dr. Elliot's office and he asked me my
name. 1 told him my name and he sat and studied a while and 
then he said, 1 There ain’t anything the matter with your lungs, 
but your glands are diseased.’ ” There was nothing in the 
young man's appearance to indicate glandular disease, as far as 
I could ever judge, I think Elliot is clairvoyant. Dr. Elliot 
never reads anything, he “ just thinks.” I had a conversation 
with him and found that he claimed spiritual powers. He said, 
“ Education has done away with all these things (spiritual), but 
still they exist.”

You will remember of my previous account of the stories 
of the old negro ex-slave “ doctor," in which he related his ex­
perience in seeing the “ sperit ” roll or ooze out of the body of 
the dying child. I omitted to mention that Elliot said that the 
feet seemed to roll out first. I asked Elliot recently if he had 
ever seen any other “ sperits ” leave the body. He said that he 
had not but had seen some shortly after they had left the body. 
He related the following experiences.

About ����  he was living in Gallipolis. O. There was a negro 
deckhand, John Willis, working on an Ohio River boat, who had 
boarded for several years with a Mrs. Humphrey, He had always 
paid his board and the place was a home to him. He took sick with 
a bowel disease, and not getting along very well, Mrs. Humphrey 
took the notion that he must leave her house. Willis was heart­
broken and did not want to go. Mrs. Humphrey sent for Dr. 
Elliot and Elliot said to her, “ Now John won’t die, if you don’t 
kill him." “ If you send him away he will die, but if you keep 
him, he won’t.” Mrs Humphrey determined that Willis should
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not the time or disposition to play with the subject, unless it 
promises to yield more than entertainment.

An Experimental Study of Sleep. By Boris Sides. Richard K.
Badger, Boston. 1909.

This book will doubtless be of interest to all students of 
psychology, physiology and psychical research. The literature 
on sleep is so scarce and so unsatisfactory that any real addition 
to it may be welcomed with acclaim. The author has elaborated 
a psycho-physical theory which he formulates thus: “ Mental 
activity depends on the incoming peripheral, sensory stimuli; 
where such peripheral sensory stimuli are absent, mental activity 
is in abeyance and sleep results. In other words, brain activity 
depends upon sensory activity, which in its turn depends on 
peripheral stimuli.’ ’

This thesis the author endeavors to establish throughout his 
book. First by an analysis of the various theories of sleep, 
showing one after the other their inconclusive nature; and second, 
by a series of experiments, on frogs, guinea pigs, cats, dogs and 
children. These experiments were carried out in order to show 
that the same cause acted alike in inducing sleep on all these 
five classes of animals, ranging in intelligence from frogs to the 
young children. In all cases, apparently, when peripheral stimuli 
were cut off, sleep resulted more or less rapidly.

The author studied also in a very interesting manner the 
various stages of sleep, including the intermediary stages be­
tween the waking and sleeping. Dr. Sides found a stage which 
he calls the “  sub-waking hypnoidal stage,”  representing the tran­
sition between waking consciousness and natural sleep on the 
one hand, and hypnotic steep on the other. Both natural sleep 
and hypnotic sleep, that is, result after passing through this 
hypnoidal state, and either can be induced from it. The natural 
course would be to pass into the ordinary sleeping state, but by 
suggestion and various means, the hypnoidal state may be 
converted into the hypnotic state. A chapter is devoted at the 
end of part one to motor reactions, and the nature of sleep.

Part two, theoretical in its nature, will be found of great in­
terest from many points of view. The author has worked out a 
theory of reserve cell energy, which he outlined in his earlier
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American Society before it was merged in tbe American Branch o f the 
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Prof. Minot. Prof. Royce, and Prof. James, with a collection o f expert* 
meats on Telepathy and cases of spontaneous apparitions, prem onitions, 
clairvoyance, etc. Copies can be had by ordering from the Secretary .
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