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SUES FRAÜD ORDER 

AGÂINST OKOLA CURE

Postmaster General Excludes 
Roehester. X. Y., Concern 

Prewn l-se of- M ails.

FAITH PART OF TREATMENT

Bathing Eyes. Inhaling Vapor 
and Expressing Confidence

« - t  m

M ethod U rged.

T he Chicago  R ecord-H e r a ld  B u r e a u .
723 F if t e e x t h  St r e e t . X. W.,

W ashington*. Fe b . 17.
The Okola Laboratory of Roehester,

X. Y., which guarantees to cure eyestrain 
and other diseases of the eyes by a treat- 
ment sent threygh the mai! and to ruake j 
the wearing of glasses unnecessary h as. 
been forbidden the use of the mails by a 
fraud order issued by the Fcstmaster Gen­
eral. _

The Okola concern proved to be a corpo­
ration liaving a number of members and 
'.as doing a large business It is esti-! 
ated that the firm received 530.000 In one ! labora-

t r t i s e m e n t s  s t a t e d  tE .at  t h e  V i n & t o rr I
< - o a t r F- ù i : r.. : 11 ŵ .-s a worderiul h  •= ̂
covery. which wouid probably render 
tacles almost obsolète in a fev.* years. The 
company guaranteed to pay $10 to anyone 
t.-ho was not satished with the treatment 

; after using it for six months.
And you are ne The investigation showed, it is said,

k * U hi l l  r tilat the treatmenîs can hâve no more 
m iltter w h icn  Slidll : than a temporary effect ir. anything more

* serious than a simple “irritation of the 
eye,” and that thev would by no means do

* j away with the necessity for glasses.
The treatment was to consist in tablets

of sodium bicarbonate and boracic acid, 
which were to be dissolved in water and 
used as an eye wash, and in a volatile so­
lution to be ir.haled through an instru­
ment called a “okolator.”

There was an additional feature of the 
treatment, a sériés of cards called ‘ ok- 
alizers” which gave directions how to ex­
ercise and rub the eyes, and also contained 
such expressions of faith as, “I am using 
okola and the okoiator, aiso following 
the simple ru les of the okalizers, and 1 
am convinced that there will be a notable 
and lasting beneût to my eyes by faitn- 
ful adhérence to the okoia method for 
six months.”

The concern was incorporated în Xew 
York by Charles S. C lark .- Katherine X. 
McCormick__s s i  Ko r^n  J. McNamara.
UTners ln the concern were Charles vV. 

— ij . P n c f m J S t t ï f  ! Phillips of London, T. F. Adkîn ofTo the t 'o sv n a w  A Rochester 3 L Cor!sh ot Kew York and
p o c h 0 8 t f j - s - R «ad o f  Roehester.

28199-B

p p » .  money order that payment 
ETtnmed upon the présentation of 

^  ftained under the régulations ot
T h , ! thillips. «

rhether registered or not, and other mail

îd p a r t ie s

to the postmasters ; 
thereof, with the 
General ’ ’ plainlv - 
ever, that where t  
matter, you are d 
Letters with the w< 
plainlv written or 
régulations appücal

addicss

-#.âiled"to N? W^ret! to the ser de >
i>y order ot Postmaster 

of such letters" or nratter. Provided horv- 
he senders of letters not registered or other 
etters and matter to the Division of De

SS

>f as

returned by order of Postmaster General 
other dead matter under the lavs ana

(Signed) A» S. BurÎGSon
Postmaster General.

284 5— 669-a



It having been mad
t r t b t t t c f ; •

t h e  O K O L A  L A B C R A T O tO

/  $ 5 *  
/ V  5?*

Roch
fraudulent pretenses

“ An a et to amen 
purposes,”  approved St 
of the Assistant Attorn 
19 14 and for the rea. begi! 
General by said act, aaiie, 
traffic through internatlgco

^  irn iic

B u r l e s o n  O r d e r s  O k o l a  L a b o r a -  
|  t o r y ,  B o c h e s t e r ,  N .  Y . ,  C l o s e d .

G R A F T  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  Y E A K L Y .

thedrougjtion and laws nW_____

forbids you to pay anv. to t
iear t 
:ue dt

and you are hereby d:

“Throw Away Your Glasses” “Cure” 
Condemned as Harmful.

[B Y  A  STAFF CORRESPONDENT.]
Washington, D. C., Feb. 17.—[Spécial.]—An

aggregation of charlatans which took away
more than $100,000 in about a year from per- 1
sons afflicted w’ith weak eyes, was put outof
business today by Postmaster General Burle­
son.

j  ■-'« **'-* — j  \ The concern is known as the Okola labora- J"1------- ------- '~J "----  r~.7 ***'-“ '■
thereof has been forbiof n<| inc., Rochester, sr. x o ihe originator f returned upon the présentation of 
the original order or for Æ » *  ^ ye ^ c hark5 8. c,ark. As. |tained under the reguIations of the
Department.

And you are hereby instructed to return ail 1 etters/'whether registered or not, and other mail 
matter which shall arrive at your office directed to the said p

"*■ +ho‘ nffires at which they wdre màîledfto be dHivered to the senders
bv order of Postmaster

i

A



•  f  4b b V  w  a  4
" G

f  ÎT'i

it prêteuses, représentations, and promises,
in violation of the act of Congress entitled 

art to arnend certain sections of the Pevised Statutes relating to lotteries, and for other 
'poses,”  approved September 19, 1890, said evidence being more fully set forth in the mémorandum 

Assistant Attorney General for the Post Office Department of the date of 
14  and for the reasons set forth in said mémorandum, and by authority vested inwtîiev,Po!

M-neral by said art, and by the act of Congress entitled "A n  act for the suppression of lottery 
trahir througb international and Interstate commerce and the postal service, subject to the jurisdic- 
tion and la v* of the United States,” approved Mardi 2, 1895, the Postmaster General hereby 
forbids yon to pay any Postal Money Order drawn to the order of said p a r t 4 os

and yon an Iwreby dir<-ded to inforrn the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
thereof bas been forbidden, and that the arnount thereof will be returned upon the présentation of 
the original order or a duplirate thereof applied for and obtained under the régulations of the 
I )epartment.

And you are hereby instructed to return ail letters, whether registered or not, and other mail 
malt< r wbich sball arrive at yifur office directed to the said pa r t i e s

À i B i b  J iSl a -iis. i& û ls L t  mt v, . . t ï  ' « i ; * ï l $ * 3  X  i S U g -  i U ' f t é k v  > £
In the pool mardi, t ; at flie OtRWs at ‘wbidi tn t? wrm orWft-mÿ' mrîiP-d, to be rWiverH to thé senders 
Iht x-ol, witb II if words “  Fraudulent : Mail to tins addiesa returned by order of Postmaster 

r;l) "  plainly wrifh n or stampnd upon the outside of such letters or matter. Provided, how- 
ut;l| w|u.re there is nothing to indicate who are the senders of letters not registered or other 

muflei, y ou are directed in that case lu send such letters and matter to the Division of Dead 
béliers .vitli llie words "  Fraudulent : Mail to this address returned by order of Postmaster General”  
plainly wrillen or stamped llierenn, fo be disposed of as other dead matter under the laws and
régulations applicable thereto; ----,

(Signed) A. S. Burieson,

f

Poslmasler General.

To tht Poslmaster,
R o o h eeter, New York.

2 8 1 9 9 -K

2K4 b-bOO-u
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ASSISTA N I A l  l U K I N t T  u t n t n « L

File No Bafitongixm Fefcruary 1 6 ,  19 1 4 ,

Postmaster, 
Rochoetsr, Hew York*

Sir ;

I inclose herewith a copy of order No. **834 dated
F^bruary 16, 1914 , forbidding the delivery of mail matter and the

payment of money orders to tb *  OKCUL L*39PA?0ï?7,XHC., its Officer» and 

Agents as 8-uch, a t  Rochestar, tiens York,

the original of which, signed by the Postmaster General, has been 

retained on the files of this Department.

In the enforcement of this order, please observe the follow- 

ing general régulation, published in the United States Postal 

Guide for January, 1903 (page 955, section 30), viz:

"Postmasters are notified that fraud orders issued under 
the provisions of the Acts of September 19, 1890 (26 Stats.
L. 465) and Y.arch 2, 1895 (28 Stats. L. 963), do not cover* * ' 
mail matter under the frank of a Senator or Représentative or 
other officer entitled to the franking privilège, nor that 
which is covered by an official envelope. Nor do these 
orders apply to matter not under seal, such as newspapers, 
circulars, etc., unless specifically stated in the order, or 
by subséquent letter of instructions."

Very respectfully

Assistant Attorney General.



" fînst (ftffrrr Çprrarîtnntf
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

astongtan
F e b ru a ry  1 4 ,  1 9 1 4 .

In  the  Hat t e r  c f  Charges that 
tà e  OKOLA LABORATORT.riC. ,

at
ROCRESTER, NEW YORK, 

i s  engaged in  conducting  a
2 S *"*'»' f tV fa î  n*! «p  Atr
* »  ^  * • *  •  —«*■ »  •  v  -  ^  -  W « A  M .  « 4 *  Q  W  - A  ^  ^

through the  raails by nean.s o f  f a ! s e
and î raudu lén t  p rê t  en ses , rer>resent-
a t ions  ar.d rro i^ is^s. clâ'tior. c f
s e c t io n s  39 25 and 4-041 o f  the Revise*! 
S ta tu te s ,  as anended.

(
)
(
)
(
)
(

IffiHORAMDÜK
fo r
the

POSTHASTER C F I LAL

RecOTanending the Xssuanee 
 ̂ o f  a fraud order .

On Juîy 2?, 1913, a aeacrandiis w«s p réparé !  in. th is  o f f i c e  

r e c i t i n g  the p a r t i c u la r s  wherein the business o f  the above-n&ned 

concern vas char=red to  be in  v i o l a t i o n  of s ec t ion s  3929 and 4041 

c f  the Revised S ta tu tes ,  as anended. A copy o f  th is  nenorandun vas 

sent to  the p o s tn a s te r  at Rochester f o r  d e l i v e r y  to the Okola Labo- 

r a t o r y r I n c . ,  t o g e th e r  w i ih  a l e t t e r  c a l l i n g  upon i t  to show cause

why a fraud orderSshould not be issued . August 13, 1913, Tas nansd

as the day upon which the case would be heard. At the request o f  

counsel f o r  respondents, John J. 7 au s e , Esq.,  c f  New York, New York, 

continuances were granted, and the case vas net f i n a l l y  heard uni i l
m

Noveaber 10 to 14, l a s t ;  and at the conclusion o f  the hearing ad- 

d i t i o n a l  t i a e  vas a l lowed  in order that Hr. 7ause night f i l e  a b r i e f  

This b r i e f  has been r e c e iv ed  and cons idered ;  and a i l  the évidence

in  the case has been c a r e fu l l y  reviewed.

I  f in d  the f a c t s  in  th is  case to be s u b s ta n t ia l l y  as f c l l o w s :



The Okola Laboratory is  a corporation of the State o f  New 

York. I t  was incorporated on March 25, 1912, by Charles S. Clark, 

Katherine A. McCormick and Edwin J. McNaraara. Clark is the chief 

prornoter of the enterpr ise .  Associated with him in i t s  inception and 

conduct hâve been Charles H. P h i l l i p s ,  of London, England, Thomas

F. Adkin, o f  Rochester, New York, J o ^  L^^erd-eht',..of!.,New York, New

York, and John S. Read, of Rochester, New York. Thomas F. Adkin was 

the president of the In s t i tu ts  of Physicians and Surgeons, of Rochester
1

against which a fraud order was issued on August 2, 1905. That 

order a lso covered the naine "Professor Thomas F. Adkin". Read is  

the doctor who constituted the " s t a f f  o f  physicians" connected with 

"P ro fessor"  0. A. Mann and his In s t i tu ts  of Radiopathy, against 

which a fraud order was issued on Apri l  28, 1908. Clark is  the 

promoter of severa l other enterprises which hâve been charged to 

be schemes to defraud, and against which the issuance of fraud orders 

i s  under considération.

Under the naine Okola Laboratory, In c . ,  Clark and his asso­

c iâ tes  are engaged in s o l i c i t i n g  remittances of money through the

mails by means of advertisements and c ircu lars  in which représentations

are made of the character of those quoted below:

"TTow to Save the Eyes ."

"This book g iver  t« f^^matiov» about the Okola Method of g iv ing 
a measure o f  r e l i e f  or completely saving the eyes from the e f f e c ts  o f
evestra in  and numerous otner troubles.

" I t  i s  explained how, i f  cer ta in  conditions ex is t ,  you may  ̂
gradually  bring your eyes and eyesight into such excellent condition 
that you may be able to avoid wearing eyeglasses or spectacles - -  
or i f  you are already doing so, you may be able to discard thœu "

"SAVE YOUR EYES. Why Wear Classes or Allow Thera to Cive You 
Trouble Unnecessarily?"



"Eyeglasses or spectacles are raerely the ’ crutches* which 
aid weak or strained eves to see. A habit is forraed of wearing them 
and soon they seem to be as necessary as a lcoho l ic  drinks are te 
the habituai drunkard. The l a t t e r  must hâve his grog to steady 
the nerves so that he can attend to his ordinary a f f a i r s .  Like- 
wise the spectacle-wearer f e e ls  that he or she must use the a r t i f i c i a l  
uid to steady the nerves, avoid headachss and so on.

"The reason the inebr ia te  must hâve his drink is  that his 
storaach and his nerves are diserdered ar.d thcsa set up a t e r r ib l e  
cr&vlng “or soraething quiet ing. The d é l ic a te  eye nerves and muscles 
o* tue âearer o f  glasses are disordered-s+rained-they are craving fo r  
t r a n q u i l i t y ,  and the a r t i f i c i a l  eye-windows g ive  a sort o f  temporary 
r e l i e f .  Now, i t  is  a w e l l -es tab l ished  fact  that i f  the stomach and 
nerves of the habituai drinker can be put into healthy condition, 
the craving fo r  alcohol w i l l  leave Mro and he w i l l  beeoroe a sober, 
sontented man. I t  is  very obvious that when the nerves and muscles 
of the average person 's  eyes arc breught into healthy, normal conditio  
the spectacles can be thrown away and there w i l l  be no more headacheo, 
ner/oasness cr any of the nunerous other disorders which arô id eu t l -  
f i e d  with e y e s t r a in . "

"THE OKOLÂ METHOD. Àt Last a Proposcd Means of Saviag the 
Eyes and Enancipating Oneself from Glasses ."

"Okola Method is  the foe to the spectacle  and eyeglass industry 
One of i t s  ob jecta  la  to oiake the use of eye-windows unnecessary.
I t  is  the en cmy cf the h caduch c drugs and nerve nostrums. I t  makes 
f o r  good, healthy, beauti fu l  eyes. An Okola Se l f  Treatment Outf i t  
may prove worth many times i t s  weight in gold. Adopt the Okola Method 
and détermine to avoid or Lanish glasses f o r e v e r . "

"The purpose of th is  t r e a t i s e  is  to show you that in a good 
percentage of cases of eyestrain and in several other disorders, the; 
eyes may be restored to normal condition so that you w i l l  hâve no 
need whatever of ©yagiasses. Moreover, you should be f r e e  from the 
various ailments which are due to eyestra in ,  including nervousness, 
stomach d isorders, headachss, neuralgia, neurasthenia, d izz inoss ,  
sleeplessness and a long t ra in  of troubles which usually a f f l i c t  those 
who are the v ictime of strained or weak eyes."

"One medical man says that 'Eyeglasses are very good fo r  con- 
cea l ing  diseased or dishonest eyes, but when there i s  a remedy so good 
as the Okola Method, the merits of which are known, i t  is  a p i t y  that 
the good news cannot be brought to the attention  of a i l ,  so that 
glasses may be more genera l ly  discarded. *"

"The reason why animais (except the hurnan species) never su f fe r  
from eyestra in  and why lhey do not need eyeglasses is  that they never 
fa t igue  th e ir  eyes. They do not endeavor to sew, to Write, to work 
by a r t à f i c i a l  l i g h t  or to do anythirig e lse  which would stra in  the 
muscles and nerves of the eyes. Since i t  i s  impracticable fo r  you to 
take lessons from these animais, you should savo your eyes by the 
best aid obtainable otherv/ise. The Okola Method rneets the requirement.

"We assert that Okola Method is  the genuine formula o f  Dr. 
John L, Ccrjsh who is  a regu la r ly  q u a l i f i ed ,  reg is te red ,  p ract is ing



New York physician of many years ’ expérience.
p rac t ice  in t rea t ln g  eyestra in  and other optic 
ders c f  a i l  k in d s . "

Dr. Corieh ha s ha.d vide 
v/eaknessee and d iscr-

"We assert that Okola Method is  absolutely narmless and that 
i t  cannot cause the s l ig h te s t  in jury to anycne when used in accord­
ance v i th  the simple d irec t ions .  Our v/arranty in th is  respect is  
l i b e r a l ,  as we include oven newly born infants and very aged peop le . "

"Although i t  is  a pet ont i  a l  eronuor-rcrkir.g préparation, Okola 
le  p e r f e c t l y  safe  and re l ia fc le .

"A i l  good things are im itâted ,  and i t  is  Lut naturai this 
shculd Le the case with Okola Method. Simulations are invar iab ly
in f e r i o r  to the o r ig in a l ;  those who p i l f e r  the idoas, atteranting to 
ccpy the formula and nedus oj>erandi are only able to deal with the 
s u p e r f i c i e l  e ide. Ov:ru la the o r ig in a l  and g e nui ne . Bogus or counter- 
f e i t  eye treatraents are dear at any p r i c e . "

"A true eye-saving methwd aila inwd at l a s t .  Do not always ses 
the world through à i r r o r s . "

"Eyestrain causes ncodlcss werry. Eyectrain cfter. causes 
despondency --  sometiraes suic ide. "

"Astonishing reports .  Eyes and Eyesight restored without 
operation. How glassos are renderod unnocessary. "

"Tlicro arc lég ions  c f  people su f fe r in g  from eyestra in , short 
sightedness and numerous othôr eye troubles, who could save th e i r  
eyesight and overcome numerous unpleasant conditions associated with 
th e ir  op t ic  d isorder i f  they would adopt the Okola Method and apply 
i t  f a i t h f u l l y . "

"Let a i l  who hâve eye trouble of any kind, g ive  the Okola 
Method a f a i r  t r i a l .  The resu it  may exceed one's fondest dreams of
freedom from the s lavery  of eyeglasses and frora the mieery caused through 
e y e s t r a in . "

"Of l a t e ,  marvelous cures of eye disorders inciuding eyestrain, 
have been reported in the press of a i l  countries as having been brought 
about at +he c î in i c  o f  the faraous Dr. Pagenstecher in Wiesbaden, Gcr- 
many. x x x Dr. Pagenstecher and Dr. Corlsh (the dev lsor of 
Okola Method) are agreed upoxi the main pr ino ip lee  of the eye treatment
moX  hvil 1 7 * ^»* i l  —•V il ^  r W» ̂  7] /->* e*..., w y. w •

it

"Eye disorders are ra re ly  confined to the eye in th e i r  e f f e c t s .  
They frequent ly  créate havoc throughout the en t ire  nervous System 
of the body and in son© cases they ser ious ly  a f f e c t  the brain i t s e l f . "

" I  p rod ic t  in the utmost s in c e r i ty ,  upon my pro fess ional word



of honor ns one v:ho bas deeplv studied the subj ect, that within a 
décade cr  t.wo, eyeg lasses and spectac les  w i l l  hâve become coraparative- 
l y  ra re ,  and the Okoln p r in e ip ls  w i l l  hâve prcved i t s e l f  the popular 
p ioneer  of eyo snving. The Okola, Okolator and Okol izer  provide every- 
t.hing e ssen t ia l  to  the true ,  s c i e n t i f i c  System of treatnent f o r  eye- 
a t ra in  and numeroue other eye d isorders ,  at home, without any loss  
o f  t in s  and at a merely t r i f l i n g  expense. *

}  "Dr. Corish avers that eye-g lasses  may tecoae r e l i e s  of the
past i f  the Okoln princ i p l o  is adopted e x ten a iv e ly •"

" I t  r e a l l y  does one's heart good - even that of the case- 
hardeneri medical p r a c t i t i o n e r  - to obeerve the progress ive  b én é f i c ia i
e f f e c  t of the Oko^a Wethod as is  evineed in cases o f  inprovement under
observation at any per*od. As fo r  the person who is  rece iv ing  the 
d i r e c t  b e n e f i t  to his or hor eyes, the sensation is  o ften  one of ec- 
stasy at r e a ' i z i n g  from day to day the strengthening of the eyes and 
oyesight coupled with the graduai rormalix ing of the optic  organisa 
and the t r a n q u i l l i l i n g  of the nerves, not merolv those c f  the eye, 
but o f  the e n t i r e  s y s t e n . "

"Ten D o l la rs  Guarantee that the Okola Method W il l  Succeed.
The Okola Itethod is  p o s i t i v e l y  t ir#  i  at enabl^rg pT.yfl"* wh^r* eyes 
are troubled by eyee tra in  or certa in  other opt ic  weaknesses, to 
e n t i r e l y  dispense v i th  the use of eveglasses (or  spectacles ) and te 
ressove the n ecess i ty  of ever enploving thara.

" I t  is  hereby guaranteed by the Okoln Laboratcry, Ir.c., 
that i f  an ad n i t t ed ly  b é n é f i c ia i  resu it  is  not aceorsplished» a f o r ­
f a i tu r e  o f  ten do l la rs  w i l l  be paid, provided Okola Method is 
adopted and i s  used f a i t h f u l l y  in accordance with the simple d i r e c ­
t ion s .  Six monihs* tiras w i l l  be allowed, although in mnny cases a 
s a t i s fa c t o r y  resu l t .  is  a tta ined within a f e v  days or weeks."

The conclusdon is  i r r é s i s t i b l e  f roa  a reading of these repre-

s ent at * ors and ethers of a l ih e  nature that Dr. Corish has discoversd

cr invented a nev and wonderful trea taent î>r a f fe c t ion s  of the eye; 

that th .is  treatment w i l l  enable those who wear glasses, cr are about 

to  do so, to do without thea. and save th e i r  eyes by using the 

reaedy prepnred by the Okola Laboratory, In c . ;  that th is  treatnent 

is  be.sed upon p r in c ip le s  endoraed and adopter, by a fanoi.s eye spec ia l-  

i s t  o f  Tiesbaden, Geraany; that the treatnent w i l l  not only cure 

•ye -s t ra in  duo to any cause, but w i l l  alsô overcose quite a nunber 

c f  cther dieeases cr conditions, which are a l î e g e i  by the wr iter



of these représentations to be due to eye-strain, and that the

purchas6r of th is  treatment may hâve his money back i f  not benefit-  

ted thereby. That the Okola Laboratory, Inc . ,  intends to lead 

su fferers  from such serious dieeases o f  the eye as nearsightedness, 

hardening of the. eye-balls  (glaucorna) , far-s ightedness, optic nerve 

trouble, cataract,  astigmatism, inflanimation of the ret ina to purchase 

th is  treatment in the b e l i e f  that i t  w i l l  cure them is indicated 

by the représentations quoted above, and is proved conclusively by 

evidence in the case showing that the inspector who investigated I

the case wrote to i t  under assumed naraes l e t t e r s  a l leg ing  himself 

to be su f fe r ing  from these conditions and received rep l ies  urging 

him to purchase the treatment. Some of th is  correspondance is quoted 

below;

"Okola Laboratory, Rochoster, New York - -
"The doctor says iam threatened v/ith a cataract on my r ight 

eye and that i  w i l l  hâve to hâve a treatment. i  ara a poor man and 
cannot a f fo rd  a expensive exaraination. W il l  you send me your book 
by mail and the form of the examination

"Yours t ru ly ,
"John Ross, Butler, P a . "

"Mr. J# Ross, Butler, Pa.
"Dear S i r j -

"We appreciate your request and are sending the book 
that you des ire .  You should find i t  very in te res t ing  because i t  
contains information that is  r e a l l y  valuable.

"You want to save your eyesi I f  you are not yet a wearer 
of g lasses, you desire to avoid ever needing them. I f  you are a l-  
ready using these *glass Windows' you ce r ta in ly  are desirous of finding- 
something that w i l l  enable you to improve your eye strength and get 
r id  o f  them.

X X X X X X X  X X X
" I f  you know that your optics  are not p e r fe c t ,  i f  you hâve 

strained them, i f  they are pa in fu l,  i f  things seem to f l o a t  before 
them at fîmes, i f  what you see i s  blurred, i f  there is  inflammation, 
watery diecharge or soreness or af your eyes hâve been weak or dis- 
ordered since childhood, you hâve undoubtedly been troubled with one 
or more o f  these svmptoms; nervousness, i r r i t a b i l i t y ,  melancholy, 
tendency to worry, frequent fear  of soraething happening, sleeplessness, 
tv/itchings, headaches, neuralgia, heart f lu t t e r in g e , sieeplesenes«T 
pains in the small c f  the back, freçk ish  appetite ,  rheumatism,



peculiar cravings, lack of ambition, in ab i l i ty  to concentrât®
thoughts or think c lear ly ,  impaired memory, stomach disorders, ringjng 
noises in the head, dizziness, heavy fee l ing  or cther disorders. I t  
has beon further evinced that there is a close relationship between 
eye-strain and uric acid poisoning and that even severe cases of rheum- 
atism, neuraigia and kidney ailments hâve been relieved through curing 
the strained eyes. Inflammation of the eyes and eye-l ids and nuaerous 
other forms of eye disorders may be remarkably benefited or complete- 
l y  cured by Okola Method.

"We hope you w i l l  not put this matter aside, i f  you are need- 
ing Okola Method, for your eyes are sc valuable that you can surely 
venture the small cost to prove i ts  e f f icacy .  The guarantee means 
just what i t  saye; you are also thoroughly assured that Okola cannot 
do you the s l igh test  harm. we want to soon learn that you are sur- 
prised and delightedi

"ANOTHER IMPORTANT MAr'TER; your position and quiet but e f ­
fec t ive  influence is undoubtedly such as w i l l  enable you to say kind- 
ly  words about Okola Method i f  you are able to t e l l  your acquaintances 
that you need no glasses and that your eyes are in as perfect condi­
tion as you could wish in conséquence of your having adopted Okola 
Method. Therefcre, we are sending you a Money saving c e r t i f i c a t e  whicît 
w i l l  be accepted as f i v e  dollars ,  provided you send a similar arncunt 
by money-crder (or cash in registered l e t t e r ,  or bank check) at once, 
with the enclosed ordering form. You w i l l  be placed under no obliga­
tions whatever; we w i l l  dépend upon your sense of fairnese to recorarnend 
us when you can honestly do sc. Save f i v e  dollars ;  ACT IMMEDIATELY.

"Do not put this aside, dear Friand; i t  should mean untold 
sat is fact ion  to you,

"Yours very tru ly ,
OKOLA LABORATORY, Inc.

"John S* Read, M. D*"

OPTIC NERVE TROUBLE.

"The Okola Laboratory, Rochester, New York.
" I  would l ik e  te hâve some information about your treatment for

defect ive  eyes. We hâve but one doctor here that knows anything about 
eye trouble. He says I aa having Optic nerve trouble but I  do not 
hâve the b est of fa ith  in his treatment fo r  i t  has not done me any 
good. I f  your treatment is reasonable I  would l ik e  to t ry  i t  and w i l l  
give you fu l l  part icu lare .  Please l e t  me know what the treatment w i l l  
cost. Yours very tru ly ,  H

"S. T. Edmonds, Hundred, W. Va.' 2/2P/13."

The reply to this l e t t e r  was the same as that addressed Mr.

J. Ross and quoted above. No reply was made by"S. T. Edmonds" 

and "follow-up" l e t t e r s  were sent him urging the purchase of the 

treatment and co’-taining représentations of the kind quoted below:

"Do not raake the mistake of imagining that your eyes ar6 hope- 
1 es si y weak or deranged. WONDERS HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED even in 
cases where persons hâve been nearly blind» I f  the Okola p r inc ip le



is doing these marvels for  others, why not for  you?"

"Sorae get the idea that our Method is only bénéfic ia i  in cases
cf eyestrain. You can see from the enclosed testimoniale that many 
of our patrons say they hâve received great benefit  for other dis- 
eases of the eye. My exp6rience in this laboratory makes me hesitate 
to t e l l  anyone that they cannot be benefited by Okola Method."

"There is no treatment on earth more e f f icac icus for strained 
eyea than the Okola Method, and I  aa confident that i f  you w i l l  give 
i t  a t r i a l ,  you w i l l ,  in a short time, be able to dispense with 
your g'asses and enjcy f i r s t  class eyesight such as an a l l-w ise  Creator 
intended you should en joy . "

FARSIGMTEDNESS.

"The Okola Laboratory, Rochester, N. Y.
"I  v/ould appreciate i t  very ntuch i f  you would give me a 

l i t t l e  advise about my eyes. I  an far sighted and my glasses do not 
f i t  me. I w i l l  take the treatment for eye stra in  on the understanding 
that you w i l l  treat them and I  w i l l  pay i f  I  can throw away my glasses 
as you claim in the advertisement in the pathfinder magazine.

"Yours tru ly ,
"Abraham Levy, 21 Court St.

"Ashland, Ky. 3/1/13"

The reply to this l e t t e r  vas the same as that addressed Mr. J. 
Ross and quoted above. | I I I  I

HARDENINO OF THE EYE-BALLS (GLAUCOUA) .

"The Okola Company, Rochester, N.Y.
"T hâve been having serious trouble with my eyes and vas to 

Fort Wayne once to see a spec ia l is t  who did me no good. He said I  
had hardening of the eyeballs in One eye. x x x I  noticed
your advertisement and i f  you can do what you claim I would be glad
to consider the treatment. Please l e t  me hear from you

"Chas. A. Marshall, R̂ D 9, Goshen,Ind.
2/25/13"

The same reply^as raade as in the Ross case.

NEARSIGHTKDNESS. . ||S|j

"The Okola Laboratory, Rochester, New York.
"My son who is  14 years old is  a l i t t l e  nearsighted and the 

school teacher to ld  me he should hâve something done for  his eyes.
I  intended to get him a pair  of glasses but i  do not think he needs 
any yet. W il l  you l e t  me hâve your book on eye trouble and advise me 
b y rot u ru indu. i .

"Yours tru ly ,  Harrison J. Davis, Clinton, Conn. z j 2 $ j13"

The same rep ly  was nade to this l e t t o r  as in the Ross case.



ASTIGMATISM. mm

"The Okola Laboratory, Rochester, New York.
"My s i s t e r  is  taking your treatment fo r  eye stra in .  She

l i v e s  in I l l i n o i s  and sent me your pamphlet of Dr. Corish treatment.
I  hâve been wearing glasses fo r  a l i t t l e  over four yeare fo r  astygma- 
tism and i t  does not seem to get any be t te r  or worse. I  leave o f f  
my glasses a while in the morning and evening without any bad e f f e c t s  
but cannot see we l l  without them. I  am very anxious to discard the 
use of them a ltoge ther  i f  you can. My s i s t e r  did not send me the 
fu l l  information but I  would l i k e  to try  i t  i f  you think I  can do 
without the g lasses. P lease send me an app l ica t ion  blank i f  you w i l l  
refund as stated in the guarantee.

"S incere ly  yours, Mrs. E l i  en M. Mann, Lima, Ohio.RFD 6 Box 58
2/26/13. "

Trom the reply  of the Okola Labcratory, the fo l low ing is

quoi ed:

- "In regard to this troub le ,  I  wish to say that there are cases 
o f  astigma+.ism fo r  which I  would be slow to reconmend ihe Okola Method 
but a9 evidence tnat tnere are cases where those who say they are 
a f f l i c t e d  with th is  trouble hâve been b en e f i t t ed ,  I  enclose a 
couple of tes t im on ia le .  x x x The only way to f ind  what this 
method w i l l  do fo r  a case l i k e  yours is  to give i t  a t r i a l  x x x

"Trusting we may hâve the pleasure o f  f i l l i n g  an order fo r  
you in the near future ,  and with best wishes I  remain,

"Very s incere ly  yours,
"John S. Read, M. D ."

With th is  l e t t e r  were sent two c ircu lars  containing what 

purport to be test im on ia le  to the e f f e c t  that the Okola Method 

has cured cases of astigraatisra. These c ircu lars  are headed respect ive  

l y  "Railroad Man*s Expérience, Astigmatism Disappears" and "Ast ig-

malxsa - Has Undergone a Wonderful Change - S ta r t l in g  Results in One 

Month."

INFLAMMATION OF THE RETINA.

"The Okola Laboratory, Rochester, New York.
"Our doctor says i  hâve in f lan a t ion  of ray retuna in one of 

my eyes. x hâve had no r e l i e f  and w i l l  t r y  your treatment and g ive  
i t  a f a i r  t r i a l  so p lease send ne the blanks fo r  svraptoms by return 
mail. i  am only 53 vears old and did not wear glasses un t i l  a year 
ago. i  can pay you so much a month but ara not able to only a reason-
able sum. l e t  me hear from you at once

"Yours t ru ly ,J .J .K e l ly ,E lm o ra ,N .v . "

From the rep ly  of the Okola Laboratory, the fo l low in g  is  quoted



"While our 1reatment is not put out to assist this trouble,
s t i l l  I  think itwjuld be a f i r s t  class idea i f  you would give i l  a
t r i a l .  x x x  Another thing to take into considération is
that your case may hâve been diagnosed incorrect ly  and your eye 
trouble may corne from a simpler cause and I  consider i t  very wise for 
you to give tbe treatment a t r i a l  and no doubt i t  w i l l  prove béné f ic ia i  
in your case. x x x x  Many people raake the mistake of putting 
o f f  the treatment of the ir  eyes unti l  i t  is too la t e ,  and we sincerely 
trust you w i l l  not make this same mistake but send for the treatment 
at once and you w i l l  never regret having done s o . "

The treatment r e la t i v e  to which the s tar t l ing  daims quoted

above are raade is  as fo l lows:

1. Okola; tablets consisting essen t ia l ly  of sodium bicarbonate 

and boric acid, intended to be dissolved in water and applied to the

eye with an eye-cup that accompanies the treatment.

2. Okolator; a métal inhaler containing cotton intended to 

be moistened with a v o l a t i l e  solution contairring the fo l low ing 

ingréd ients :  mustard o i l ,  carbolic acid, iodine, menthol, camphor,

a minerai o i l  l i k e  l iq u id  petrolatum, a halsam l ik e  balsara peru, o i l

of eucalyptus, o i l  of sassafras, t incture o f  benzoim and alcohol*

3, Cards ca l led  the Okolizer,  g iving directions for exer- 

c is ing  the eye, rubbing i t  and res t ing  i t , and containing legends 

l ik e  the fo l low ing :  " I  arn using Okola and the Okolator, also fo l low-

ing the simple rules of the Okolizers, as I  am convinced that there 

w i l l  be a notable and las t ing  bene f i t  to ray eyes by fa i th fu l  adhérence 

to the Okola Method fo r  s ix  ntonths".

There is  also a booklet sent out with the treatraentcontaining 

general d irec t ions  forthe maintaining of health, etc.

Th9 eye wash designated "Okola" contains two ingrédients 

the use and l im ita t ions  of which are perhaps about as well  known to

the layman as to the medical profession; and this is probably also 

true of the v o l a t i l e  solution which is  to be inhalsd into the no se.
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That in conjunction with exercise or massage of the eye-ball 

these treatments can hâve nothing but a temporary e f fe c t  in 

anything more serions than a simple i r r i t a t i o n  of the eye is 

a patent fa c t .  The treatment w i l l  cer ta in !y  not render the use 

of  glasses unnecessaryj and i t  is  in no sense new, d i f fe ren t  from 

other treatments,. or of the wonderful e f f i c a cy  represented.

Despite the patency of the above fac ts ,  however, expert medical 

testimony was secured in th is  case in the persons of Drs. Oscar

Wilkinson, S ter l ing  Ruffin and Henry A. Polkinhorn, a i l  we l l-  

krtown and eminent p rac t i t ioners  of this c i t y .  Drs. Wilkinson and 

Polkinhorn are s p e d a l i s t s  in eye and ear diseases.

The testimony of these doctors was to the e f fe c t  that 

th is  treatment was absolutely incapable of curing eye-stra in , 

of rendering the use of eye-glasses unnecessary, or of f u l f i l l i n g  

the daims made fo r  i t  by the Okola Laboratory, In c . j  that bicarbonate 

of soda and boric  acid is merely a soothing eye-wash, mild ly anti­

sep t ie ,  the value of which is  l imited to keeping the eye clean 

and perhaps re l ie v in g  s l igh t  catarrhal i r r i t a t io n s  of the conjunc- 

t i v a ,  the outermost covering of the eyej that eye-stra in is  the 

stra in ing of the c i l i a r y  muscle of the eye--the muscle on the 

inside of the eye protected by a hard coat from the outside 

which aids the eye to focus to a certain point j  that eye-stra in raay 

be due e ither to fa t igue  of the eye or to some abnormal condition 

causing r e f r a c t i v e  error j  that rest i s  the remedy fo r  eye-strain caused 

by the former and eye-glasses the only way to r e l ie v e  i t  when caused 

by the l a t t e r ;  that this treatment would be u t te r ly  in e f f e c t i v e  in



the treatraent of cataract, glaucoraa, farsightedness, nearsightednees,

inf 1 animation of the retina, astigmatism, optic nerve trouble or l ike 

conditions; that catarrh of the rtose, for which evidently the vola­

t i l e  solution is intended, is in no way related to eyestrain, and 

that while this solution would hâve a temporary soothing e f fect  

upon nasal catarrh i t  would not cure i t ;  and that the use of this 

treatment by patients fo r  whora i t  is prescribed in this manner without

the advice of a physician or knowledge on the part of the Okola 

Laboratory as to their condition was not onlyunscientific but was 

fraught with danger because i t  might cause a postponement of proper 

treatment for a serious condition, because i t  might cause infection 

from one eye to be carried into the other by the use of the eye-wash 

on both, and because the massage of the eye-ball recommended would 

be extremely hanaful in some diseases of the eye.

As indicative of the intent with which this scheme is 

conducted, attention is invited to the refund guarantee quoted on 

page 5 supra. After the treatment has been purchased, the evidence 

shows that the Laboratory construes the statenent "six months' time 

w i l l  be allowed" to mean that the refund w i l l  only be made upon condi­

tion that six aonthly treatraents be purchased at a cost of from ^17 to 

&20, and déclinés to raake the refund until that-condition has been 

complied with. The evidence shov/s that i t  is the intention of the 

parties conducting this scheme to iead prospective purchasers to 

be l ieve  otherwise and that many persons hâve been thus misled.

Attention is also invited to the fact that a i l  the le t te rs  which
«

go out are signed in the facsimile handwriting of John S. Read, M. D., 

and that prospective patients are led to be l ieve  that they hâve the



psrsonal attention of a physicien. The évidence shows, however,

that this is not the case; that the correspondence is handled hy 

cl9rks,and that p rac t ica l ly  the sane fora le t te rs  are sent out in 

a i l  instances. The hook which hears Dr. Corish*s signature was not
MtMMMÜMkt

in fact written by him, and he has had prac t ica l ly  no expérience in 

treating diseases of the eye, being now engagod in experimenting 

with a remedy for baldness. While xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx Dr. Corish was

présent at the hearing, upon the advice of counse]

t e s t i f y .

he declined to

The defense in th is  case is  substantially to the e f fec t  

that the respondents are not responsible because of the fact that 

the treatraent is  nurchased for  other a f fec t ions  of the eye than 

eye-stra in , as it. i s  held out only as bénéfic ia i  in that condition; 

that eye-strain is in fact a concomitant with p rac t ica l ly  a i l  a f fec -  

tions of the eye; and that the respondents are ju s t i f ied  in holding 

out this treatment as new, wonderful and e f f icacious, because 

the combination of these éléments of treatment is  new, and because 

they hâve many testimonials as to the value of the treatraent fi'ora 

eustorners. Xt is perhaps unnecossary to comment upon this defense 

except to suggest that i t  f a i i s  u i ie r iy  to raeet the charges; but 

attention is  invited  to the fact that the evidence shows that 

this company procures testiraonials by o f fe r ing  prizes to those who 

report b éné f ic ia i  results and also o f fe r in g  treatraent free .  The 

worthl essness of th is  kind of evidence appears when i t  is reraembered 

that' the only diagnosis raade of the disease of which the patient 

reports hiraself cured is  his own, and that the disappearance of 

i r r i t a t i o n  which the eye-wash raay bring about raay very readily



Mémorandum for the Postmaster General in re Okola Laboratory
delude the patient into the belief that he has been cured.

I  find that this i3 a scherne for obtaining money through the mails 

by means cf false and fraudulent pretenses, représentations and proasises, 

in viciation of sections 3929 and 4041 of the Revised Statutes, as arnended; 

and therefore recoirariend that a fraud order ba issued against the Okola 

Laboratory, Inc . ,



LIr. Donne! l y .

L7r. J. 3ond ânith phoned 
request froni John Ha ah, Bsq., 
fraud order, issued February 1 
attached jacket 3peaks for its> 
he be advised whether or not a:

Fraud Order issued against:

OKOIA IA30HA.T0RY, HIC., 
at

Roche s ter, 17ew York, 
on

February 16, 1914.

(3 5 2 6 )

Journal IIo. 7824. 

Case ÎTo. 28199-S.

1 vs: ,v i  -j. : ' | -î mi'■ ■

Approximately two hundred other jacket s in which it  waa 
thought the nissing paper3 raight hâve been n is f i led  were 
searched without result. The correspondance f i l e  «as also 
examine! as were the records of the Chief Inspecter’ s Office.

G. 3.



llr. Donne!ly.

Vt * J. 3ond Sfcith piioned sot'ae hours ago statin^ irie had a 
requeat fron John l.aah, Saq.., for a copy of tne Okola Dadorator iea 
fraud order, is a -e d  Febriary 16, 1914, Hocbeater, Dew York. îhe 
attncnei Racket speaks for i t a e l f .  LIr. 3ond Staith asked tr.at 
he ’oe adviaed whether or not an extra co p y o f  thia waa avallaole.

0. 3.

5/k/k9.

Approxiaatel7  two nundred ct'ner Racket a in wnicn It  aaa 
thought the ni83inr paper3 might h&ve de en n ia f i l e d  were 
eearcned w ith rit rea -.lt. 7ne correaponderxe f i l e  waa aieo 
exanined as were tne record3 of tne Cnief Inspecter’ a O ff ice .
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February 16, 1914.

î Postrnaster General, upon évidence satisfactory to him, that

i f f ic e r i  and agent! as such., at Roche ater» N.Y.

are
>r obtaining money through the mails by means of false and
romises,

in violation of the act of Congress entitled 
ivised Statutes relating to lotteries, and for other purposes,” 
ce being more fully described in the mémorandum of the 
the date of Fsbruary 14f 1 9 14 an(j ^y authority
et, and by the act of Congress entitled “An act for the sup- 
nal and Interstate commerce and the postal service, subject 
States” approved March 2 , 1895, the Postmaster General 
order drawn to the order of said conceni p a rtis ! 

î remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
tount thereof will be returned upon the présentation of the 
for and obtained under the régulations of the Department, 
ail letters, whether registered or not, and other mail matter 
,he said concern. le p arties  ^ g  postmasters at the 
1, to be delivered to the senders thereof, with the words 
y order of Postmaster General” plainly written or stamped 
Where there is nothing to indicate who are the senders of 
directed to send such letters and matter to the Division of 

Mail to this address returned by order of Postmaster 
, to be disposed of as other dead matter under the laws

(Signed) A. S. Burleson.

P ost master General.

To the Postmaster.
Rochester, Hew York. b h. rtovEOMiirxf prtiNTiNO o m e t . iOi) 284



:d e r  N o . 7824*
Febru*ry 16» 1914.

It having been made to appear to the Postmaster General, upon evidence satisfactory to him, that 

iA LA30RATQRY, INC.» and i t s  o f f ice rs  and agents as soch» a t  Roche « te r , N.T.

engaged in condueting a seheme or de vice for obtaining money through the mails by means of false and 
fraudulent pretenses, représentations, and promises,

in violation of the aet of Congress entitled 
“An act to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to lotteries, and for other purposes,” 
approved September 19, 1890, said evidence being more fully described in the mémorandum of the 
Solieitor for the Post Office Department of the date of F e b ru a ry  1 4 ; 1 9 14  an(j  b y  authority
vested in the Postmaster General by said act, and by the act of Congress entitled “An act for the sup­
pression of lottery traffic through international and interstate commerce and the postal service, subject 
to the jurisdiction and laws of the United States" approved M arch 2 , 1895, the Postmaster General 
hereby forbids you to pay any postal money order drawn to the order of said c o n c e m  p a r t i e s  
and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
thereof has been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the présentation of the 
original order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under the régulations of the Department.

And you are hereby instructed to retum ail letters, whether registered or not, and other mail matter 
which shall arrive at your office directed to the said c o n c e rn  St p a r t i e s  to the postmasters at the 
offices at which they were originally mailed, to be delivered to the senders thereof, with the words 
“Fraudulent: Mail to this address returned by order of Postmaster General" plainlv written or stamped 
upon the outside of such letters or matter. TYhere there is nothing to indicate who are the senders of 
letters not registered or other matter, you are directed to send such letters and matter to the Division of 
Dead Letters with the words “Fraudulent: Mail to this address returned by order of Postmaster 
General" plainlv written or stamped thereon, to be disposed of as other dead matter under the laws 
and régulations applicable thereto. A *
(CM» No. 28199-E)

(Signed) A. S . Burleson.

Postmaster General.

To the Postmaster.
R o c h e s te r»  New Y o rk . b k. erxWcvt rlnrns omci: îfriî 2S4


