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ASSISTANT ATrO RN EY GENERAL

I FOR THE

P o s t  Of f ic e  d e p a r t m e n t

W ASHINGTON July 2 9 ,  1902 .

M E M O R A N D U M  .

IN RE O ccult  Book Company,Topeka, and Oakland, Kansas, fo r  operating through 
the m a i ls  a scheme devised f o r  o b ta in in g  money under f a l s e  or fraudulent  
p r e t e n s e s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  or p ro m ise s ,  in v i o l a t i o n  of Sections 3929 
and 4 0 4 1 ,  R . S . ,  U . S . ,  as amended.

Evidence has been submitted to t h is  O f f i c e  that the above-named concern 

is  o p e r a t in g  through the m a ils  a scheme to d efrau d .  I t s  plan is  as fo l lo w s :  

To s e l l  a book, e n t i t l e d  "A P h ysic ia n  in the H o u se , "  for  ¡¡¡.2.50 coupled with  

a promise to give the purchaser th e r e o f  work at home w r it in g  f i v e  l e t t e r s  

per day and d i s t r i b u t i n g  the same among the w r i t e r ’ s f r i e n d s - - f o r  which work 

the employee i s  to r e c e i v e  $ 3 .2 5  per week. The sa la ry  commences one week 

from the date of  the f i r s t  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n ,  but $ .7 5  i s  paid  the worker for  

the f i r s t  w eek 's  expen ses  of p o s t a g e ,  e t c .  S im ilar  prom ises are made to a l l  

purchasing the book f o r  the sm a ll  c o n s id e r a t io n  named.

This concern was c a l l e d  upon on the 19th in s ta n t  to show cause as to why 

a Fraud Order should not be issued  a g a i n s t  i t  f o r  conducting through the 

Trvo.v-i.= «v seVieme in im ic a l  to the Fraud and L o ttery  Law. The date se t  for  

the hearing was July 29 ,  1 9 0 2 . The r e p l y  o f  the company to the n o t i f i c a t i o n  to 

show cause i s ,  th at  i t  i s  d i s c o n t in u in g  the o b j e c t i o n a b l e  chain l e t t e r  busi­

n e s s ,  and that i t  has paid  most o f  i t s  workers and w i l l  in the fu tu re  pay a l l  

th ose  who have not h e r e t o f o r e  been paid  .However, inasmuch as the p rop rie tor  

o f  the Occult Book Co. has the a d d resses  o f  a l l  h i s  workers,  the issue of a 

Fraud Order a g a i n s t  the company w i l l  not i n t e r f e r e  w ith  h is  s e t t l i n g  with h is  

w r i t e r s ,  fo r  he can use h i s  p e r s o n a l  a d d ress  fo r  that purpose .  I t  i s  not 

s t a t e d  th a t  b u s in e s s  o th er  than that r e l a t i n g  to the chain l e t t e r  p lan i s  be­

ing conducted under the name O c c u lt  Book Co. The d e l i v e r y  of mail addressed



O c c u lt  Book C o. would in no wise f a c i l i t a t e  the sett lem en t  by the promoter of 

t h i s  scheme w ith  those o f  h i s  workers whom he has not so far  pa id i  and as 

th e r e  seems to be no q u e s t io n  as to i t s  r e l a t i n g  to the fraudulent chain l e t ­

te r  scheme, fo r  the promoter has not s t a t e d  that any other business  is  being 

c o n d u c t e d  under  t h e  name O c c u l t  Book C o . ,  i t  i s  my o p i n i o n  that the proper 

d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  mail i s  to have i t  returned to the senders marked "Fraudu­

l e n t "  in accordan ce  with the p r o v is io n s  o f  the la w .

I t h e r e f o r e  recommend th a t  an order  be issu ed  to the postm asters  at To­

peka and Oakland, K ansas ,  fo r b id d in g  the d e l iv e r y  o f  mail m atter  and the pay­

ment o f  m o n e y -o rd e rs  to the Occult  Book Co.

TO

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL

A c t in g  A s s i s t a n t  Attorney General  
f o r  the P o st  O f f ic e  Departnu



COPT

Ipost ©ffice ^Department,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Order No. 6
July O 1902

I t  having- been m ade to appear to  the P ostm aster G eneral, upon evidence  
satis fa ctory  to  h im , that

Occult Book Co*

at Oakland, Kansas, is
engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails by means ot 
false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, in violation of the Act of Congress 
entitled “ An act to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to lotteries, and for 
other purposes,” approved September 19, 1890—

Now, therefore, by authority vested in him by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled 
“ An act for the suppression of lottery traffic through international and interstate commerce and 
the postal service, subject to the jurisdiction and laws of the United States,” approved March 2, 
1895, the Rostmaster General hereby forbid s you  to p a y  a n y Postal JHoney Order drawn

to the order of said
concern,

and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
thereof has been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the presentation 
of the original order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under the regulations of the 
Department.

And you are hereby instructed to retu rn  all letters, whether registered or not, and other

m ail m atter  which shall arrive at your office directed to the said concern

to the postmasters at the offices at which they were originally mailed, to be delivered to the 
senders thereof, with the word “ F ra u d u len t”  plainly written or stamped upon the outside of 
such letters or matter. Provided, however, that where there is nothing to indicate who are the 
senders of letters not registered or other matter, you are directed in that case to send such letters 
and matter to the D ead-L etter Office with the word “ F rau du len t”  plainly written or 
stamped thereon, to be disposed of as other dead matter under the laws and regulations applicable 
thereto.

............................ Z/H/HJC____ -

To the Postmaster,

(Signed:)

Ac t ing ftmaster General.

Oakland, Kansas.

F i l s  No. 6 1 9 2 .



post ©ffice Department,
WASHINGTON, D. C July 3 Q  1902

Order No

made to appear to tlie Postmaster General, upon evidence

Ocoult Book Co

Topeka, Kansas, is
at
engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails by means of 
false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, in violation of the Act of Congress 
entitled “ An act to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to lotteries, and for 
other purposes,” approved September 19, 1890

Now, therefore, by authority vested in him by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled
“ An act for the suppression of lottery traffic through international and interstate commerce and
the postal service, subject to the jurisdiction and laws of the United States,” approved March 2, 
rood, tuo x'osimasier vienerai neieUy J orU iU s y o u  to  p a y  u u y  P o s t a l  A L o u r y  O r t l e r  drawn

to the order of said concern

and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
thereof has been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the presentation 
of the original order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under the regulations of the 
Department.

And you are hereby instructed to return all letters, whether registered or not, and other

mail matter which shall arrive at your office directed to the said concern

to the postmasters at the offices at which they were originally mailed, to be delivered to the 
senders thereof, with the word “ Fraudulent”  plainly written or stamped upon the outside of 
such letters or matter. Provided, however, that where there is nothing to indicate who are the 
senders of letters not registered or other matter, you are directed in that case to send such letters 
and matter to the Dead-Letter Office with the word “ Fraudulent”  plainly written or 
stamped thereon, to be disposed of as other dead matter under the laws and regulations npp 11 AU 
thereto.

(Signed:)

Postmaiter General,
To the Postmaster,

Topeka, Kanaai
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Post ®fRce Department,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Order No

It having been made to appeaJt: to the general, upon evitlencc
satisfactory to him, that

Crouch, Manager of Occult Book Co

Topeka and Oaklandiopeka and Oakland, i.anoas, in
engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails by means of 
false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, in violation of the Act of Congress 
entitled “ An act to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to lotteries, and for 
other purposes,” approved September 19, 1890—

Now, therefore, by authority vested in him by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled
“ A.n a c t fo r  th e  s u p p ression  o f lo tte ry  traffic tlirouirli in te rn ation al and into
the postal service, subject to the jurisdiction and laws of the United States,” approved March 2, 
1895, the Postmaster General hereby forbids you to pay any Postal Money Order drawn

o u v iu in cr

to the order of said party

and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
thereof has been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the presentation 
of the original order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under the regulations of the 
Department.

And you are hereby instructed to return all letters, whether registered or not, and other

mail matter which shall arrive at your office directed to the said p a rt '/

(stmaster General,Acting
To the Postmaster,

Top ok a, Kanßßt;. 
Oakland. Tineas



Pfjb few

«©©RANDOM*

Dec*ber 5, 1904«

IN RB

K* E. CROUCH, Topeka and Oakland, Kansas*

0to August 14, 1902, fraud order number 918 was issued against E*E. Crouch
at Topeka, Kansas ana Oakland, Kansas, as manager of the Occult Beak Cenpeay* 
mgmlnmt which concern a fraud order had previously issued* Under date of Novem­

ber 16, 1904, tJr, Crouch filed with this o f f i c e  ̂ j§fidavit to the effeot that the 

objectionable business of the Occult Book Company has been abandoned by him and 

that he will net hereafter at any time engage in any similar enterprise* I there­

fore recommend that the fraud order against him be revoked*

Very respectfully.

Assistant Attorney General 
for the Post Office Department*

M
To the Postmaster General*



■ -V

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 

W a s h in g to n ,  fy. C•

ORDER NO«

ORDERED

That F^aud Order  number 9 1 8 ,  d ated  August 1 4 ,  1 9 0 2 ,  a g a i n s t  

E. E. Crouch, Manager o f  O c c u l t  Book Company, a t  Topeka, K an sas ,  and



J.

- • lfit

December & 1904«
Postmaster

Oakland, Kansas*

S l r i -

I incxose nereTrith a copy o f order ..c* 1340, dated December 7 , 

1904# reroking order Mo, 918 , o f dato August 1 4 , 1902, against

K. CftOTJCH, 'Manager o f the O ccult Book Company, at Topeka, Kansas, 

and Oakland, Kansas, tho o r l ^ n a l  o f which, signed by the Postmas­

te r  G eneral, has been retained on the f i l e s  o f th is  Department*

» ♦  Crouch*e m ail i s  released  with the d is t in c t  understanding fhat 

he has abandoned the o b jection ab le  business o f the Occult Book 

Company and w i l l  not at any time h ereafter  engage in  any sim ilar  

en terp rise*

Very r e s p e c tfu lly ,

r
A ssista n t Attorney General

fo r  the Poet Offlo o  Department*

¡SA. .
A t .A

v-



t J . 0  9 -

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

W a s h in g to n »  fl. C

ORDER NO. 3  Y~d •

ORDERED ^

T h a t  F&aud O rd or  numbor 9 1 8 »  d a te d  August 14»  1 9 0 2 ,  a g a i n s t  

E . E. Crouch» Manager o f  O c c u l t  Book Company» a t  Topeka» Kansas,  and 

Oakland» K a n s a s ,  be and t h e  same h e r e b y  i s  r e v o k e d .

f Postmast|f|> g e n e r a l . I



AHHIHTAXT ATTORXKY OKNKUA1.

December 5 , 1904.

MEMORANDUM.

IN RE

E. E. CROUCH, Topeka and Oakland, Kansas.

On August 1 4 , 1902, fraud order number 918 was Issued against E.E.Crouch 

at Topeka, Kansas ana Oakland, Kansas, as manager o f the Occult Book Company, 

a gain st which concern a fraud order had p rev io u sly  issu ed . Under date of Novem­

ber 1 6 , 1904 , Mr. Crouch f i l e d  with t h is  o f f i c e  a f f id a v it  to the e f fe c t  that the 

o b jectio n a b le  b u sin ess o f the O ccult Book Company has been abandoned by him and 

th at he w i l l  not h e re a fte r  a t any time engage in  any sim ilar  en terp rise . I  there­

fore  recommend th at the fraud order against him be revoked.

Very r e s p e c tfu lly

A ssistan t Attorney General
for the Post O ff ice  Department

To the Postmaster General.



* 0 r .

l a w  orncEs
SILAS C. S W E ET,

D E S  M O I N E S ,  IO W A .
P a t e n t  L a w  a  S p e c ia l t y .

E Q U IT A B L E  BUILD IN G.

SOLICIT business from those only 
who want their ideas properly protected

November 16, 1904.

• •

m ñ

•

'■.■'.«A.

Mr. R. P. Goodwin,

Wiishington, d . c .

S i r :— I have the honor to transmit to you an a ff id a v it  executed by 

Edgar S. Crouch, o f  Oakland, Kansas. This a f f id a v it  is  made pursuant to 

your le t te r  o f  July 20, 1904, addressed to Hon. Charles Curtis, member o f 

congresif, Topeka, Kansas, and is  o ffe re d  in  lie u  o f  a sim ilar a ffid a v it

executed September 28, 1904, and returned by you on the ground that it  
was not s u f f ic ie n t .  R eferring tc ycur le t t e r  o f  July 20, 1904, I have 

consulted very ca r e fu lly  with Mr. Crouch and he assures me he wishes to do 

everything you suggest m  that le t t e r  and i t  is  submitted that the same is
i

embodied in  the a f f id a v i t  herewith presented . Representing Mr. Crouch

I r e s p e c t fu lly  leu u est that you g iv e  th is  matter favorable attention  and 
revoke the fraud order in  question .

SCS-EHB

ENCLOSURE.

Yours very r e s p e c t fu l ly ,

< x o

,

* Vhn

I

Polk County, Iowa



A F F I D A V I T  .

STATE OF IOWA, )
) s s .

COUNTY OF POLK.)

Edgar E. Crouch, being duly sworn deposes end seys that 

about two years ago he was doing a business through the mail and 

fo r  causes over which he had no con tro l he was unable to f i l l  a ll 

o f  h is  con tracts  and o b lig a tio n s  and the Post O ffice Department

obligations as is possible Tor Him to dc without USe Of the mails;
that he had v o lu n ta rily  stopped the mail business two months 

b e fore  h is  m ail was stopped and has no d esire  to enter it  again; 

that he i s  new a member o f  the firm  o f  J . M. Keith and Company 

with headquarters at Des Moines, Iowa, and transacting business 

at Topeka, Kansas, and elsewhere and is  doing a good business; 

that he d e s ires  very much to have mail r ig h ts  restored to him as 

i t  i s  very hum iliating  to be thus branded as a crim inal without 

cause; that he has never been arrested  fo r  any cause; that he 

has never been b e fore  the courts fo r  any cause in his l i f e ;  that 

he is  a lav; abiding c i t iz e n ; and that he solemnly undertakes that 
no scheme or en terprize  sim ilar to that conducted by him at 
Oakland and Topeka, Kansas, under h is name and under the name c f  

"The Occult Bock Company" w i l l  hereafter be at any time engaged 

in  by him nor w ill  he be a party to the conduct o f  any such 

business by others nor enter the employ o f  any ether person en­

gaging in  such business.

Subscribed and sworn to before  me th is  eighteenth day o f  

November, 1904.

stopped h is  m all; that he has now f u l f i l l e d  as many o f h is

Notary P ublic, in and fo r , 
Polk County, Iowa.


