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ABSTRACT

A synthesis is presented of data concerning Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) reported during the past 20 years through govern-
mental, press and private channels. The serious evidence is clarified and analyzed. The data are reported by categories of specially
trained observers and studied by patterns of appearance, performance and periodic recurrence.

During the process of selecting the most reliable and significant reports,emphasis was placed on the qualifications of the observer
and on cases involving two or more observers. This resulted in 746 reports being selected, after consideration of over 5000 signed
reports and many hundreds of reports from newspapers and other publications.

An overall look is taken at the UFO problem: The historical development of the mystery,Congressional attitudes and activity, con-
sideration of the problems and dangers involved, and discussion of what is needed in the way of organized scientific research.

Evidence is presented in support of the hypothesis that UFOs are under intelligent control, making plausible the notion that some of
them might be of extraterrestrial origin.




INTRODUCTION

In an article for Yale Scientific magazine, April 1963, Dr. J.
Allen Hynek (Chief scientific consultant to the Air Force on
UFOs) said: ‘. . .there are more reports per year now than
there were in the early years of the ‘flying saucer era’. . .
[UFO reports] have been coming to the Air Force at the rate of
better than one a day over the past fifteen years. . . the daily
press no longer carries such reports, except perhaps as fillers,
because monotonously repeated items do not constitute news.
But it is just this repetitionthat is of potential scientific interest.’’
Dr. Hynek added that the intelligence of the UFO witnesses has
been ‘‘at least average,”’ often ‘‘decidedly above average,”’
and sometimes ‘‘embarrassingly above average.’’

There are basically two explanations for the consistent, world-
wide reporting of UFOs every year: (1) Widespread and presently
unaccountable delusion on a scale 80 vast that it should be, in
itself, a matter of urgent scientific study; (2) people are seeing
maneuvering, apparently controlled objects in the atmosphere.

Of the two hypotheses, the second appears tobe more reasonable
and it is solidly grounded in empirical observations. It is also
borne out, in enough cases to warrant far more scientific inves-
tigation, by instruments. [Section VIII]. However, the basic
problem is to determine as conclusively as possible which
hypothesis is correct. For obvious reasons, verification of the
second hypothesis could be one of the most important discoveries
of all time.

This report is an attempt to clarify the reliable evidence of
UFOs, and to remove the fog of mysticism and crackpotism which
has helped to obscure the real issues. These issues are (1)
the factual evidence for UFOs and its interpretation; (2) official
secrecy and its effect on efforts to arrive at truth.

Under no conditions is this report, or any part of it, to be
considered an endorsement, acceptance or other recognition of
any claims and beliefs of a philosophical, religious or spiritual
nature. Diverse beliefs in these areas are being expounded by
many cults, including individuals who use the UFO subject for the
purpose of self-enrichment at the expense of an {ll-informed public.

This report presents documented facts on the physical aspects
of UFOs, which we believe should be investigated scientifically.
If our hypotheses are correct they stand independently of, and do
not prove, unsubstantiated tales of rides in ‘‘flying saucers.’”’
Our investigations have found no evidence to support these claims,
but considerable evidence of fraud. This does not mean that we
believe a meeting with space men is impossible. It merely
means that the public is being misled by some unscrupulous in-
dividuals making these claims, whose false stories arebeclouding
serious evidence.

NICAP and its Policies

NICAP is a non-profit organization incorporated in the District
of Columbia (1956). Our main goals and purposes are scientific
investigation and research of reported unidentified flying objects,
and encouragement of full reporting to the public by responsible
authorities of all information which the government has accumu-
lated on this subject. The U.S. Air Force is charged with the
official investigation of UFOs, but has practiced an intolerable
degree of secrecy keeping the public in the dark about the amount
and possible significance of UFO evidence. [Section IX]. There-
fore, we have urged Congressional hearings to help clarify the
evidence and encourage a full scientific review, with the public
being kept fully informed.

NICAP policy is set by a Board of Governors [see inside front
cover] and carried out by the executive staff. Investigations are

carried out by Subcommittees (field units) of specially trained
and equipped personnel. Affiliates in four states also assist with
investigations, and public relations work. Panels of Special
Advisers assist with evaluations of data. The executive staff are
the only salaried employees.

NICAP is supported by membership fees and donations. (Asso-
ciate Membership is $5.00, covering six issues of the member-
ship bulletin, The UFO Investigator, published approximately bi-
monthly). Members assist the investigation, on their own in-
itiative, by submitting newspaper clippings, first-hand reports,
and other leads to information. The current membership is
approximately 5000, covering all 50 states and about 25 foreign
countries. A Panel of Foreign Advisers (including lawyers, en-
gineers, and other professionals) aids in data gathering on a
world-wide basis.

NICAP has a secondary interest in all aerial phenomena, and
has contributed to scientific studies of meteors and ice-falls.
Data has been furnished to the American Meteor Society, various
college and university departments, individual scientists, and to
many hundreds of students at all levels. A recently formed NICAP
Youth Council is encouraging young people to pursue a scientific
interest in UFOs, aerial phenomena, and space travel.

Various beliefs and attitudes have been attributed to NICAP
erroneously by some of our opponents in the past several years:
That we are engaged in a vendetta against the Air Force for pur-
poses of sensationalism; that we accuse the Air Force of being
involved in a vast conspiracy (sometimes, it is said, on an
international scale) to suppress from the public proof of the
reality of extraterrestrial visitations, etc. These are irrespon-
sible distortions of our views.

We are presenting serious, documented facts as evidence of
an important phenomenon, the reality of which is denied by the
Air Force. We are dissenting from the official (Air Force)
position.

A phrase coined by the NICAP Director--‘‘The SilenceGroup’’--
has been misused by people on both sides of the issue. The term
was used to apply to one faction withinthe Air Force which favors
suppression of UFO information from the public. This view was
supported in a book by Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, chief of the Air
Force UFO project, who similarly described a continuing struggle
between two factions within the Air Force--one of which favored
complete secrecy. The question of whether the Air Force is
suppressing information about UFOs does not rest on a conspir-
atorial view of history. [Section IX]

We have no quarrel with the Air Force and its important mis-
sion of national defense. Our criticisms are directed entirely
at its allegedly scientific investigation of UFOs and public infor-
mation policies on the same subject. If the United States Marine

" Corps were responsible for the UFO investigation, and handled

it in the same manner, we would criticize its policies on the sub-
ject for the very same reasons.

It is claimed that the reality of UFOs has been disproved,
but we are asked to accept this conclusion on authority alone
without access to the data which would allow independent evalua-
tion by the scientific community. We are asked to accept this
conclusion in the face of evidence, such as contained in this
report, which has often been ‘‘explained’’ in strange ways.
[Section IX].

Merely on the basis of examining the explanations advanced
by the Air Force for specific cases, one can find substantial
reason to question the scientific adequacy of the official inves-
tigation. This has nothing to do with the motivation of the
investigators, who no doubt are perfectly honest and sincere.



At the heart of the matter is the effect of an authoritarian military
system on scientific investigation. Science requires {ree and
open discourse among scientists, individual initiative, and an
atmosphere of inquiry not restricted by arbitrary regulations.

Virtually all of the Air Force analyses have been conducted
in secrecy, affording the scientific community as a whole no
opportunity to cross-check and review the methods and reasoning
used. Only end results have been released to the public, and
often (without explanation) these have been counter-to-fact.

Statement by NICAP Board of Governors

‘““Although a large percentage of reported UFOs canbe explained
in terms of conventional objects and events, the residual un-
explained cases constitute a separate and important problem.
(The word ““UFO’’ hereafter refers to the residual cases). These
UFOs have proved to be a consistent phenomenon, with significant
new reports made each year. A large number of the reports
come from reputable and competent observers, honest and
intelligent citizens.

“‘Given the evidence in this report, it is a reasonable hypo-

thesis that the unexplained UFOs are:

* real physical objects, rather than the result of imagination,
hallucination, illusion or delusion;

* artificial, rather than purely natural, such as meteorological
and astronomical phenomena;

* under the control (piloted or remote) of living beings.

‘“To date serious scientific attention to UFOs has been limited
by several factors including:

* the Air Force practice of artificially reducing the significance
of the data through the use of counter-to-fact explanations of
sightings and issuance of misleading statistics;

* the Air Force practice of implying, through its public relations
program, that all available information has been disseminated
and there is no need for further investigation;

* the lack of governmental recognition, through the Congress or
the Executive Branch, that a scientific problem exists which
ought to be thoroughly probed.

‘““We believe the following steps should be taken to rectify an
unsatisfactory situation:

(1) The evidence in Air Force files (after deletion of legitimate
security information such as data concerning the capabilities of
radar) should be made freely available to any interested cit-
izens.

(2) There should be a Congressional inquiry into the Air Force’s
Project Blue Book to establish, a. the amount and kind of UFO
information in the files, and whether all significant non-security
data has been made public; b. the scientific adequacy of the in-
vestigation (whether there hasbeena consistently objective, scien-
tific study of the evidence, or whether it has been erratic and
influenced negatively by high-level policy. decisions, lack of
funds, or other factors).

‘““The foremost question which remains is: What are the
UFOs? The importance of these objects, if the above hypothesis
is correct, is readily apparent. In order to settle this question,
we strongly recommend that a much larger scale and more
thorough scientific investigation be undertaken.’’

Joining in these conclusions are NICAP Board Members:

Rev. Albert H. Baller, Congregational Minister, Clinton, Mass.

Col. J. Bryan III, USAF (Ret.), Writer, Richmond, Va.

Mr. Frank Edwards, WTTYV, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Col. Robert B. Emerson, USAR, Research Chemist, Baton Rouge,
La.

Mr. Dewey J. Fournet, former Major, USAF, Baton Rouge, La.

Rear Adm. H. B. Knowles, USN (Ret.), Eliot, Maine.

Prof. Charles A. Maney, Department of Physics, Defiance Col-
lege, Ohio.

Trained
or
Experienced

50%

QUALIFICATIONS OF OBSERVERS

Trained or Experienced=------- 288
(Scientists, professional pilots..J

G00dmmecm—mmcceccccmemaneeaa= 125
(Private pilots, police...)

Average---eeecmmcmecmcecacee=a= 143
(Other reliable citizens)

Radar (no visual)ee-e-=cecce== 19

575

In a separate statement, Dr. Charles P. Olivier (President of
the American Meteor Society), Narberth, Pa., reiterated his
reasons for serving on the Board of Governors. Dr. Olivier
does not take a position about the nature of UFOs, and his prime
reason for supporting NICAP is to help dispel secrecy and en-
courage scientific investigation of the phenomenon:

‘““In serving as a NICAP Board Member, my only purpose is
to help in forcing further scientific investigation. UFOs have not
been fully studied scientifically due to suppression of pertinent
data and subjecting reports of trained and reputable people to
ridicule. It ispossible UFOs might eventually have serious effects
upon our planet and its inhabitants, either for good or i{ll. I have
no personal theory to advance or refute. In view of the importance
of the subject, no matter what the outcome, I would be glad to
see a very full inquiry, and the old secrecy fully removed. What
I want is the whole truth brought out. I do not know what it is.”’

In preparing this report, it has been our aim to establish the
facts to the best of our ability, and to present them for study. In
so doing, we hope to encourage a more careful, detached examina-
tion of detailed specific cases. It willbe found that some explana-
tions which havebeen advanced for specific cases have been super-
ficial, often glossing over details which contradict the explanation.
Detailed interpretation of specific cases is difficult, and often
depends on one or two. facts. For anyone wishing to examine



divergent interpretations of some of the cases in this report, we
suggest two books which present the skeptical position:

Flying Saucers and the U.S. Air Force, Lt. Col. Lawrence J.

Tacker, (Van Nostrand, 1960).

The World of Flying Saucers, Dr. Donald H. Menzel, (Doubleday,

1963).

Both books argue that UFOs have been adequately investigated,
and that there is no evidence indicating they are anything other
than misidentified conventional objects or phenomena.

This report contains a total of 746 UFO sightings. The main
chronology [Section XI] lists 575 cases, with cross-references.
(Statistics based on the main chronology are reported in Section
XII) The witnesses in 50% of these cases were trained or ex-
perienced observers. An additional 171 cases are included in
separate chronologies [Section XII| which show the major con-
centrations of UFO sightings.

The reports come from 46 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, Canada, Mexico and Central America, 6 South Amer-
ican countries, 10 European countries, 4 African countries, $

iii

Asian countries, Australia and New Zealand, major oceans and
numerous islands.

States with the highest frequency of sightings, as indicated by
the selective process used, were: (1) California; (2) Ohio; (3)
New Mexico; (4) Florida; (5) Illinois.

Other countries: (1) England; (2) France; (3) Canada; (4) Japan;
(5) Brazil.

Of the 575 cases, two UFOs were observed in 41 cases, three
UFOs in 30 cases, more than three UFOs in 81 cases. The re-
mainder were observations of single objects.

Richard Hall
Washington, D. C.
May 1964
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SECTION |I.

A Cross-section of significant cases and guide

to additional examples in other sections.

Most people are unaware that UFO sightings, many by exception-
ally good witnesses, have been reported regularly in recent years.
Contrary to popular belief, the reports have continued into the
1960’s. The last fully publicized series of sightings was in
November 1957 [Section XII; November 1857 Chronology]. At that
time the cases involving electromagnetic effects on automobile
motors and lights made headlines all over the country for two
weeks.

Before that, UFO sightings were reported and discussed widely
through 1952; in that year, the Air Force (officially charged with
investigation of UFO reports) investigated a record number of
cases—1,501. UFOs violated the restricted air spaces over
Washingtcn, D.C., on two consecutive weekends in July, were
tracked on radar, and pursued by jet interceptors [Section XII;
July 1952 Chronology].

Since 1957, the newswire services and national radio and tele-
vision have rarely mentioned UFO sightings. As a result, few
people outside the immediate area of occurrence ever learn about
a report. Local newspapers and stations continue to report UFO
activity, but it has been considered ‘‘local’’ rather than ‘‘national”’
news, in general.

The misconception that UFOs are no longer being sighted, and
other erroneous beliefs, are challenged in this Section. Sample
reports are given, representing a cross-section of the entire
report, and providing a digest of the type of evidence which
constitutes the UFO problem. The cases also were chosen to
furnish examples of features of UFO sightings, such as maneuver
patterns [Section XII] and UFOs tracked by instruments [Section
VIII|.

ARE UFOs STILL BEING SEEN?

This is probably the most common question asked by casually
interested persons. The answer is ‘‘yes.”” But the sighting
reports do not receive the publicity they once did. [See Section
X1 for chronology of recent sightings].

A grayish disc-shaped object which hovered, wobbling on its
axis, then evaded pursuit, was sighted October 2, 1961 at Salt

(2) (3)

o <O
(1)

Lake City, Utah, airport. Private pilot Waldo J. Harris, a real
estate broker, investigated the object in his light aircraft as
8-10 ground personnel at the airport watched. Mr. Harris signed
a NICAP report form on October 10, and later answered additional
questions by a NICAP Subcommittee member. His report: ‘‘I was
preparing to take off in a Mooney Mark 20A {rom the North-
South runway at Utah Central Airport when I noticed a bright
spot in the sky over the southern end of the Salt Lake Valley. I
began my take-off run without paying much attention to the bright
spot as I assumed that it was some aircraft reflecting the sun as
it turned. After I was airbourne and trimmed for my climb-out,
I noticed that the bright spot was still about in the same position as
before. 1 still thought it must be the sun reflecting from an
airplane, so I made my turn onto my cross-wind leg of the traffic
pattern, and was about to turn downwind when I noticed that the
spot was in the same spot still.

““I turned out of the pattern and proceeded toward the spot to
get a better look. As I drew nearer I could see that the object
had no wings nor tail nor any other exterior control surfaces
protruding from what appeared to be the fuselage. It seemed to
be hovering with a little rocking motion. As it rocked up away
from me, I could see that it was a disc shaped object. I would
guess the diameter at about 50 to 55 feet, the thickness in the
middle at about 8 to 10 feet. It had the appearance of sand-
blasted aluminum. I could see no windows or doors or any other
openings, nor could I see any landing gear doors, etc., protruding,
nor showing.

‘“I believe at the closest point I was about 2 miles from the
object, at the same altitude or a little above the object. It rose
abruptly about 1000 feet above me as I closed in, giving me an
excellent view of the underneath side, which was exactly like the
upper side as far as I could tell. Then it went off on a course
of about 170 degrees for about 10 miles where it again hovered
with that little rocking motion.

‘‘1 again approached the object, but not so closely this time,
when it departed on a course of about 245 degrees climbing at about
18 to 20 degrees above the horizon. It went completely out of
sight in 2 or 3 seconds. As you know I can keep our fastest jets
in sight for several minutes, 80 you can see that this object was
moving rather rapidly.

(&)
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(1) UFO hovered with rocking motion at about 6C00 ft. south of the airport.
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UFO rose abruptly estimated 1000 ft. as Harris closed in.
UFO quickly moved away an estimated 10 miles, stopped and hovered, rocking motion.(SSE).
As Harris closed in second time, UFO took off at high speed on 245° course (WSW) climbing

at an angle of about 20°, completely out of sight in 2-3 seconds.(Copy of observer's sketch).



‘“All the time I was observing the object, after getting visual
confirmation from the ground, I was describing what I saw on
radio unicom frequency. I was answering questions from the
ground both from Utah Central, and Provo. The voice at Provo
said that they could not see the object, but at least 8 or 10 people
did see it from the ground at Utah Central Airport.

‘“As to seeing it again, I was returning to the field after it had
departed when I was asked over radio if I still could see the ob-
ject, and I reported that I could not. They said they had it in
sight again. I turned back and saw it at much greater distance
only for about a second or two when it completely vanished. The
guys on the ground said it went straight up as it finally left, but
I didn’t see that departure.’’-

On the NICAP report form, Mr. Harris pointed out that the
UFO at one time ‘‘passed below the horizon in front of mountains
to the south.’” This fact rules out any astronomical explanation.

Later that month, an engineer in Pennsylvania saw a formation
of four disc-shaped objects, with apparent lights or ports on the
rims.

HAVE SCIENTISTS
REPORTED UFOs?
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Skeptics have often claimed in public forums that ‘‘no as-
tronomer has ever seen a UFO,’”’ sometimes implying that this
proved UFOs do not exist. Astronomers, other scientists, and
experienced observers of many types have often made reports
[Section V, VI].

One detailed report by trained observers, describing a man-
euvering elliptical UFO, hasbeen reportedbriefly inthe literature.
The full, copyrighted story is here reproduced, with permission
of the publisher.

[J. Gordon Vaeth, ‘200 Miles Up — The Conquest of the Upper
Air,”’ Second Edition, Revised Printing. Copyright (c) 1956, The
Ronald Press Company, N, Y., ppg. 113-116.]

The General Mills, Inc., balloon personnel, who launched and
tracked most of the large plastic research balloons during the
1940’s and 1950’s took little stock in UFO reports until April 24,
1949.

“‘On that date, a balloon crew was at the White Sands Proving
Ground in New Mexico, together with personnel from the U.S.
Navy Special Devices Center for a special Skyhook flight to be
undertaken for that Office of Naval Research activity. The
author was present as Navy representative in charge of the
ground handling and balloon phases of the operation.

““As part of this particular project, a balloon launching site
had been established three miles north of Arrey, New Mexico.
Charles B. Moore, Jr., an aerologist, graduate engineer and
balloonist, and four enlisted personnel from the Navy Unit,
White Sands Proving Ground, had set up facilities there to ob-
serve and record local weather data preparatory to the Special
Devices Center Skyhook operation. Instrumentation on hand con-
sisted of a stop watch and a ML-47 (David White) theodolite, a
tracking instrument consisting of a 25-power telescope so
mounted as to provide readings of vertical (elevation) and
horizontal (azimuth) bearings.

“At 10:20 A.M. on April 24th, this group of five released a
small 350-gram weather balloon for observation of upper wind
velocities and directions. The balloon was followed by Moore
with the theodolite until immediately after the 10:30 reading,
when he relinquished the tracking instrument to look up to find
the balloon with the naked eye. |

‘‘Searching the sky for the balloon, he thought he had found it
when he saw. a whitish spherical object right along the direction




the theodolite was pointed (45 degrees elevation and 210 degrees
azimuth). The object was moving east at a rate of 5 degrees of
azimuth change per second.

‘“‘When the difference in angle between the theodolite and the
supposed balloon became apparent, Moore took over the theodolite
and found the true balloon still there, whereupon he immediately
abandoned it and picked up the unidentified object as it came out
of the sun. At the time, the sun was at a computed bearing of 60
degrees elevation and 127 degrees azimuth. The object was moving
too fast to be kept in the scope through cranking the theodolite
around; one of the men, therefore, had to point the theodolite
while Moore observed the object through the telescope.

““The object was an ellipsoid about 2-1/2 times as long as it
was wide. It had a length of about .02 degrees subtended angle
and was gleaming white in color. It did not have metallic or
reflected shine. Toward the underside near thetail, the gleaming
white became a light yellow.

‘“The object, readily visible to the naked eye and seen by all
the members of the group, filled the field of the theodolite’s
25-power scope. Its rapid movement, unfortunately, prevented
Moore from obtaining a hard or clear focus, and no good detail
was observable.

‘“The azimuth angle decreased as the object continued on a north
heading (it originally came out of the southwest). Becoming
smaller in size it moved to an azimuth reading of 20 degrees to
25 degrees, at which point the azimuth held constant. Coinci-
dentally with this constant azimuth, the elevation angle suddenly
increased from 25 degrees minimum to 29 degrees, at which point
the object was lost to sight. It disappeared in a sharp climb
after having been visible to Moore and his group for about 60
seconds.

“‘Fifteen minutes after the object had disappeared, Moore sent
up another pibal weather balloon to check wind values. This
balloon burst after an 88-minute flight to 93,000 feet and traveled
only 13 miles in a southerly direction during that time. This
was positive proof that the object could not have been a balloon
moving at such angular speed below 90,000 feet.

"“‘The object was seen under conditions of a cloudless sky and
no haze. It left no vapor trail or exhaust. It was observed {rom
an isolated mud flat in the New Mexico desert where there was
extreme quiet; no noise of any kind was heard in connection with
the sighting, and there were no cars, airplanes, or other noises
nearby which might have blotted out sound coming from the
object.

‘“‘As the day progressed and airplanes flew over and near the
balloon launching site, Moore’s group was able to identify them
by appearance and engine noise. They saw nothing again that day
which bore any resemblance to the white elliptical, unidentified
object. '

‘‘Moore’s sighting was an extremely fortunate one in that
tracking instrumentation was set up and a weather balloon air-
bourne at the time. It represents one of the best substantiated
and authentic unidentified object sightings on record.

““The foregoing discussion of ‘flying saucers’ does not represent
any desire by the author to become involved in this controversial
subject. The saucers have been mentioned because there has
been in a number of cases a close relationship between reported
sightings and the flight trajectories of Skyhook balloons. The
description of Moore’s instrumented sighting of an unidentified
object has been included because it is authentic, details have
not been previously published, and it occurred during a Skyhook
operation.

““The author, and indeed Moore himself, make no claim that
the unidentified object was a ‘flying saucer.’ The details have
been set forth. Let the reader take the sighting for what it is
worth and evaluate it for himself!’’ [1.]

Dr. Seymour L. Hess, who sighted a UFO in 1950, is a meteor-
ologist and astronomer. Heiscurrently head of the Department of
Meteorology, Florida State University, and is considered an ex-
pert on planetary atmospheres. [2.] See letter next col.

Another sighting by General Mills, Inc., personnel in the
vicinity of White Sands, New Mexico, was reported by Capt.
Edward J. Ruppelt, former Chief of the Air Force Project Blue
Book UFO investigation. [3.] Two General Mills employees and
four others at Artesia, New Mexico, were watching a Skyhook
balloon, January 16, 1951. Suddenly they noticed two tiny specks
on the horizon moving rapidly toward them. The objects shot

I saw the object cetween 12115 and 12:20 P.X. May 20,1950 from the gro
of the Lowell Observatory, It was moving froa the sguth:oast to the lo=:n===:.
It was extremely prominent and showed some size to the naked eye,that 1as, it
was not merely s pinpoint, During the last half of its visibility I observed
it with 4-power binoculars. At first it looked like a parachute tipped at an
angle to the vertical, but this same effect could have been produced by a
sphere partly illuminated by the sun and partly shadowed, or by a disc-
shaped object as well, Probably there are still other configurations which
would .1ive the same impression under proper inclination and illuminati.n, I
could see it well enough to be sure it was not an airplane (no propeller or

win_s were apparent) nor a bird, I saw no evidance of exhaust gases nor any
markings on the object,

Most fortunately the object passed between me and a small bright cumulus
cloud in the Northwest. Thus it must have beean at or below the cloud level,
A few seconds later it disappeared, apparently into the cloud,

Agaims t the sky it was very bright but against the cloud it was dark.
This could be produced by a grey body which would be bright against the
relatively dark sky, but dark against the brignt cloud. Alternatively, 1if
the object were half in sunlizht amd half shadowed the sunlit part amight
have had no detectable contrast with the cloud while the shadowed part ap-
peared dark,

I i~mediately telephoned the U.S, Weatner Bureau (2-3 miles S.W. of the
Observatory). They were estimating the cloud to be 6000 feet above the
ground, Now estimates of cloud heignts are rather risky, so I obtained their
observations of temperature and dew point, and from the known lapse rates of
these quantities in a convective atmosphere, calculated the cloud base to be
at 12,000 ft. I believe this latter figure to be the more accurate one be-
cause later in the afternoon the cumulus clouds thickened but at all times
;o-nlned well above the tops of our nearby mountains, These are about 6000

eet aooOve us,

Thus, having some idea of the object's elevation and its angular diameter
through the binoculars (about equivalent to a di::e sean at 50 rt, with the
naked eoye), I calculated its size to oe 3 to 5 ft, for a heiczht of 6-12
thousand feet, and a senith an le of about 45°, This size estimate could
easily be in error by a factor or two, but I am sure it was a small object,

The clouds were driftin. from the S¥W to the NE at right ancgles to the
motion of the object, Therefore it must have been powered in some way, I
did not time it but for that elevation I would estimate its speed to be
about 100 miles per hour, perhaps as hizh as 200 m,p.h. This too means a
powered craft, However, I could hear no engine nolse,
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straight toward the balloon, tipped on edge revealing their disc
shape, circled the balloon once and flew off over the horizon.
In comparison with the known size of the balloon, the discs were
estimated to be 60 feet in diameter.

A particularly detailed account of a lens-shaped disc was ob-
tained from an experienced engineer by the NICAP Assistant Di-
rector in personal correspondence during 1955. [4.]

Date: October 1954, about mid-month

Location: Cherry Valley, New York

Time: About 4:00 p.m.

Witness: Major A. B. Cox, graduate of Yale University, mem-
ber of the American Society of Mechanical Engin-
eers, and Society of American Engineers.

Excerpts from letter dated December 28, 1955 from Major

A. B. Cox to Richard Hall:

““The sky was more or less covered with streaks or layers of
clouds, with blue sky between, so that the rays of the sun came
through almost horizontally, the time being not far from sunset in
the Vvalley. I was walking in a NE direction, having been an air-
plane spotter for a long time, I have formed the habit of looking
at the sky, quite naturally.

«1 happened to be looking at the West in the direction of my
farm buildings, perhaps a half mile distant, and saw something
which at first glance was about over my farm buildings. It was
quite low, and did not seem to be more than a few hundred feet
above the earth. 1 thought at first it was a large airplane not
moving very swiftly. . . . It was moving horizontally inadirection
parallel to my own direction. Then I noticed that it seemed to
make no noise, and then I could not see any wings or tail or
fuselage generally.

‘1t seemed to be a large disc or lens-shaped object, and in
comparison with the objects below I estimated it to be perhaps
30 or 35 feet in diameter. . . . It was moving like a wheel
sliding sidewise and not rotating, and in perspective presented
an elliptical appearance such as any circular object would when
viewed from an angle; the degree of ellipticity varying as it came
up and then passed me. I must have seen it for 20 seconds or a
little more. Then it got ahead of me and it presented the appear-
ance of a circular disc, perhaps five or six feet thick. The c«




was grey, and I think perhaps a little darker on the rim or edge;
not much but enough to make the edge sharply defined.

‘‘Suddenly it stopped and seemed to be going in a direction
more or less at right angles to its first motion, but still in an
upright direction. . . This sudden stop interested me as an en-
gineer, because any sudden retardation or acceleration requires
in s0 large an object the application of a very considerable force,
and seemed a much shorter turn and a more rapid turn than any
airplane I had ever seen could be capable of.

‘“It then began to ascendinadirectionof perhaps at right angles
to its first direction and at an upward angle of perhaps 30 or 35
degrees {from the horizontal. . . . There were some fleecy clouds
above it, and it entered them and was lost to sight for perhaps
a second or so, to emerge into vision again above this first layer
of clouds. Its direction had not changed, and shortly after it
entered some more layers of cloud, which were thicker, and was
lost to view.’’

ARE UFOs INTELLIGENTLY
CONTROLLED?

The definitive answer to this question must await a full-fledged
investigation by scientists using appropriate instrumentation, as
NICAP advocates [Section XIV]. However, the accumulation of
reports by good observers and some of the special evidence such
as radar trackings [Section VIII] strongly suggest this hypothesis.
How else can one explain the maneuvers of the disc which pilot
Waldo Harris attempted to investigate ? The ‘‘curiosity’’ evidenced
by the two discs which circled the Skyhook balloon? The powered
flight indicated by the reports of Dr. Hess, Engineer Cox, and
others? Section II discusses this question in detail.

How else can one explain reports such as the following of
objects approaching at meteorlike speed, then hovering or man-
euvering? When these reports come from pilots, scientists,
engineers, and police officers they deserve far more serious,
scientific attention than they have yet received.

Date: May 13, 1952

Location: National City, California

Time: Approximately 8:55 p.m. PDT

Witnesses: Donald R. Carr, aeronautical engineer, and at least
six others in separate locations, including a
teacher who is a former Navy pilot.

Excerpts from Mr. Carr’s report. [5.]

‘1 saw what I thought was the trail of a large meteor appear,
approximately 5 degrees of arc East of a line between the two
pointers and almost exactly in the center of the bowl of the Big
Dipper. [See diagram.] The trail was of a red color and
appeared to be coming down at about an angle of 20 degrees
to my line of sight and in a southwesterly direction. Only
the red trail was visible for about two seconds and then a
small white dot became visible, from which the trail was eman-
ating. The speed appeared to be meteoric and so I still thought
the object was what is commonly called a ‘shooting star.’ [After
2 or 3 seconds] the white object had an apparent diameter of
1/64 to 1/32 inch. The trail faded and the object still continued
coming down. The speed appeared to be decreasing and I noted
a certain erratic quality to the flight of the object, which now ap-
peared to have a self-luminous or fluorescent quality. . . [for
about 10 more seconds| the object was following a gradual curved
path in process of levelling off. . . [then] the object was flying
level on a course almost due West. . . . I estimated the altitude
of the object at this point of its trajectory to be from 10,000
to 15,000 feet. Its speed at this time appeared to be within the
range of known aircraft speeds. To the naked eye the object
appeared as a sphere of about 1/16 inch diameter. . . . Through
the [6 power] telescope the object presented a larger disc but
the brightness did not appreciably increase. . . . In level flight
the object seemed to dart from side to side in an oscillating
motion without diminishing of forward speed. . . . After travel-
ling a course almost due West for approximately one mile, the
object turned toward the Northwest and appeared to circle over
San Diego Bay and Point Loma and disappeared travelling North
't a constant altitude and speed. During the entire time the

~t was visible there was absolutely no apparent sound created
Despite its terrific speed in its dive there was no shock
r noise from its power source.”’

About 9:25 p.m., Mr. Carr observed what appeared to be the
same object returning from the North, and circling West. It
passed over downtown San Diego, where bright ground lights
seemed to reflect off a metal hull.

“It is my conviction,’”” Mr. Carr stated, ‘‘that since this ob-
ject followed an apparently controlled course it was not moving
under the influence of gravity, and must have been guided by an
intelligence unknown to us. Its dive from an extreme altitude
at possibly meteoric speed, its deceleration, levelling off, and
circle of the city twice indicate that itarrived from interplanetary
space and was under intelligent control.’’

The former Navy Pilot, Harold Strawn, with a group of students
in La Mesa also witnessed the meteoric appearance, the levelling
off and circling.
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A multiple visual and multiple radar sighting, similarly sug-
gesting controlled flight, occurred August 12, 1953; near Rapid
City, South Dakota. The UFO was first spotted hovering in the

eastern sky by the Ground Observer Corps. It moved in over the ‘

city, then back to its original position. Then ground radar began
tracking the UFO, and an F-84 was scrambled and vectored in
on the object, chasing it for 120 miles. Both the UFO and the jet
showed plainly on the GCI radar screen. Each time the jet
began to close in, the UFO would move ahead with a burst of
speed. When the pilot gave up and turned back to base, the UFO
turned and followed.

A second F-84 scrambled and chased the UFO 160 miles, ob-
taining a radar lock-on. The UFO again stayed just out of reach.
When the pilot switched on his radar-ranging gunsight, and the
red light blinked on showing something real and solid was ahead

of him, the pilot was scared. (‘‘When I talked to him, he readily
admitted that he’d been scared. . .he asked the controller if he

could break off the intercept.”’ [6., p. 305].) This time the UFO
continued on course to the north. The Ground Observer Corps
on the path ahead was notified, and reported seeing a light speed-
ing north.

At the climax of the sighting, when the pilot became frightened,
ground radar showed the jet and the UFO; the pilot’s gunsight
radar showed the UFO, and the pilot could see with his own eyes
a speeding unidentified light in front of him.

A NICAP member later queried the Air Force about the case, and
received a written reply on September 17, 1958 stating: ‘‘Photos
of the radar scope and gun camera photos were made but were
not sufficiently clear for evaluation. The Ellsworth Air Force
Base case is still listed as unknown or unsolved.”’ [7.]

NICAP Note: The fact that the gun camera photos showed an
image at all is further proof that something real and solid was
outspeeding jet interceptors. In conjunction with the multiple
radar and multiple visual observations, an image on the film
is close to complete proof of the reality of UFOs.

Capt. W. J. Hull, veteran Capital Airlines pilot, was a UFO
skeptic. He had written an article entitled ‘‘The Obituary of the
Flying Saucers’’ for The Airline Pilot magazine. At 10:10 p.m.,
November 14, 1956, Captain Hull was a pilot of Capital Flight
No. 77, approaching Mobile, Alabama, enroute from New York
City [8.] Suddenly, he and his co-pilot, Peter Maclntosh, noticed
a bright light through the upper part of the windshield. The
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plane was on a southwesterly course, and the object, looking
like a meteor, was falling across their path from left to right.
But instead of burning out, the ‘‘meteor’’ halted abruptly directly
in front of the plane.

‘“‘What the hell is it, a jet?’’ MacIntosh shouted.

As the UFO remained a constant distance in front of the plane,
Captain Hull grabbed his microphone and called Mobile Tower:

‘‘Bates Tower, this is Capital 77. Look out toward the north
and east and see if you can see a strange white light hovering in
the sky.”’

Mobile quickly answered that a thick cloud layer was obscuring
vision, and asked Captain Hull if he thought the object was in the
vicinity of Mobile.

“Affirmative,’’ Hull replied. ‘‘It is directly ahead of us and
at about our altitude or slightly higher. We are right over Jackson
and have descended to 10,000 feet. . . ”’

Immediately after the radio exchange, the UFO began to move.
It darted back and forth, rising and falling, making extremely
sharp turns, sometimes changing course 90 degrees inan instant,
The color and size remained constant.

‘““‘MacIntosh and I sat there completely flabbergasted at this
unnerving exhibition,”’ Captain Hull reported. After 30 seconds
or more, the UFO ceased its violent maneuvers and again appeared
to hover ahead of the plane. About this time Mobile Tower called
back:

‘‘Capital 77, we are trying to raise the Brookley AFB Tower.”’

At this moment, the UFO began another series of ‘‘crazy
gyrations, lazy 8’s, square chandelles. . . ’’ and then shot out
over the Gulf of Mexico rising at a steep angle. It diminished
rapidly to a pinpoint and disappeared in the night. (Elapsed
time: At least two minutes.)

‘“The one thing which I can’t get over,’”’ Captain Hull stated,
‘“is the fact that when it came, it came steeply downward; when
it departed after its amazing show, it went steeply upward!’’

December 19/20 of 1958 was a cloudless night in Dunellen,
New Jersey. At 12:55 a.m., Patrolmen LeRoy A. Arboreen and
B. Talada were on night patrol, cruising west on Center Street.
From an area elevated about 15 to 20 feet they had an unobstructed
view to north, south, and west.

In a signed report to NICAP, [9] Patrolman Arboreen (ex-
Navy man and graduate of the New Jersey State Police Academy)
described the experience:

‘““This object came at us from the west. At first it looked
like a red hot piece of coal about the size of a quarter held at
arm’s length. In a matter of seconds it was as large as a ruler
held at arm’s length. That is when it came to a complete stop. . .

‘““The shape of the object was distinct. (See illustration.)
The body of the object was solid bright red and it gave off a
pulsating red glow completely around the object. The object
hovered a few seconds, then made a left turn and again hovered
for a few seconds, then went straight up like a shot. We watched
it until it completely faded beyond the stars.’’

In this matter-of-fact manner, the two officers described an
occurrence which is totally inexplicable. Meteors do not hover

or shoot upward. No known aircraft is elliptical, and glows
bright red in flight, not to mention the observed performance.

Nor does any known phenomenon descend through the atmosphere
like a meteor, then circle around, as Engineer Carr observed.
Nor does the gyrating light observed by Captain Hull, descending,
pacing the airliner, then ascending, have any natural explanation.

HAVE UFOs BEEN SEEN IN
OTHER COUNTRIES?

This surprising misconception, that UFOs are exclusively
a native phenomenon of the United States, is completely refuted
in the Foreign Reports Section [X]. Part of the reason for this
erroneous belief is the lack of information on foreign sightings
reported by newswire representatives abroad. In 1962, for in-
stance, a major concentration of sightings occurred in Argentina
[Section XII, Argentine Chronology], beginning in May and lasting
almost all year. A few of the May sightings were reported briefly
in the New York Times (June 3, 1962) from a Reuters dispatch,
but in a manner implying that the sightings lasted only one day.
In general, U.S. news coverage of these sightings was practically
nonexistent. Reuters apparently was the only news agency to
report them at all outside of Argentina.

Most major countries of the world for years have had either
official or unofficial investigations of UFO sightings [Section X].
American servicemen overseas have contributed many reports.

At 11:20 a.m. March 29, 1952, an Air Force pilot was flying
a T-6 north of Misawa, Japan. It was a bright cloudless day.
Lt. D. C. Brigham was in the T-6 target plane in a practice
intercept mission, with a flight of two F-84’s pursuing him.

As the first F-84 overtook him at 6000 feet, Brigham noticed
a flash of sunlight behind it and saw a small shiny disc-shaped
object gaining on the interceptor. The UFO curved toward the
F-84, decelerating rapidly to the Thunderjet’s air speed (150
to 160 mph) and flipping up on edge in a 90 degree bank. Then
it fluttered along close to the interceptor’s fuselage (between
the two aircraft) for 2 to 3 seconds, and pulled away around the
starboard wing, flipping once, apparently as it hit the slipstream.
Finally, the object passed the F-84, crossed in front, pulled up
abruptly, accelerated, and shot out of sight in a near vertical
climb.

Lieutenant Brigham estimated that the UFO at its closest point
was 30 to 50 feet away from his plane. It was round, shiny as
polished chromium, and seemed to be about 8 inches in diameter.
Throughout the observation, the disc rocked back and forth in
40 degree banks at about one-second intervals. [See Section
XII, Flight Characteristics.] Lieutenant Brigham saw no exhaust
or protrusions, but reported a ripple in the apparently metal
skin around the edge of the disc. [10]

Foreign pilots, scientists, and engineers also have observed
UFOs many times. Around sunset June 30, 1954, south of Goose
Bay, Labrador, a British Overseas Airways (BOAC) airliner was
paced by a large ‘‘parent’’ object and about six satellite objects
[See Section X, Foreign Reports]. Later that night (about 2:15
p.m. local time near Oslo, Norway), two UFOs operating in
tandem were observed and filmed under especially favorable
conditions. [11.] A solar eclipse was in progress, and three
planes carrying scientists and technicians on a scientific ex-
pedition were flying through the moon’s shadow. About 50 people
in the three aircraft saw two ‘‘enormous’’ silvery discs swoop
down from some clouds 15 to 20 miles away (estimate based on
fact UFOs were in sunlight).

The objects sped along the horizon keeping an exact distance
from each other, one slightly behind and above the other, both
with forward edge tilted down. The observers detected apparent
rotation, as the UFOs levelled off and disappeared into the distance
after about 30 seconds. The chief cameraman of the expedition,
John Bjornulf, managed to expose about 10 seconds of movie film
which showed the UFOs. The films, released by Gaumont, a
British firm, were shown on American television September 26,
1854. Still photographs of the UFOs have also been printed.
Ernest Graham, one of the witnesses, stated that 50 persons
afterwards wrote reports on what they had seen. [12]

Another unexplainable disc was observed, tracked onradar, and
chased by two U. S. Air Force jet pilots somewhere in the F
East. [13.]




“‘On December 1956 two USAF jet pilots were practicing
ground radar positioned intercepts on each other in the vicinity
of

During one run, the report states, the intercepting pilot picked
up a large unexplained radar blip; he estimated the UFO to be as
large as a B-29 bomber. Radar showed it to be 20 miles away
and 30 degrees to the left.

‘““Pilot called the GCI [Ground Control Intercept] site to ask
if they had a target which would correspond to the unidentified
blip. After receiving an answer in the negative, he asked for
and received permission to determine the nature of the source
of the radar return.”’

The pilot closed in at over 700 mph; at 8 miles range a round
object became visible exactly where the radar showed it. The
apparent size was very large. The pilot described it as ‘‘the
size of a lead pencil eraser if placed against the windscreen.’’
[Using figures supplied by North American Aviation, the dia-
meter of the UFO was computed to be about 350 feet.| [14.]

The pilot got a radar ‘‘lock-on’’ (automatically guiding his
plane toward the UFO). As he continued to close in, his radar
was suddenly jammed by a strong interference. Using anti-
jam procedure, the pilot switched frequency. For 10 seconds,
this eliminated the mysterious interference pulses, thentheybegan
again. But the pulsations were not strong enough to break the
radar lock-on, and the jet held its course.

““The jet closed to within 5 nautical miles of the object and
could not close further. When the pilot was closest to the uni-
dentified object, it appeared to make a shallow left turn. It had
the appearance of being circular on the bottom.”’

The color of the UFO was described as a golden tan, with no
reflection from the sun. After the UFO began turning, the pilot’s
radar indicated that the object was ‘‘moving up and away at
from 1,500 to 1,800 knots [1,700 to over 2,000 mph]."”’

The Air Force report states that this is an estimate, since
the UFOs’ rate of departure was faster than the jet’s radar could
track. The blip ‘‘disappeared by moving rapidly off the top of
the scope.”’

The Intelligence Report shows that the jet and all of its equip-
ment was immediately checked, and all systems were satisfactory.
Under ‘‘Comments of the interrogation officers,’”’ the Report
states:

‘“The observing pilot, Lt. , had many flying hours as
of the time of the incident. Over half had been logged in this type
of jet. He appeared to be conscientious and reported the incident
in a straightforward, slightly embarrassed manner, saying that
he would doubt the possibility of such an occurrence if it hadn’t
actually happened to him.

‘““The fact that no unidentified tracks were observed by ground
radar should not be given much weight in evaluating this report.
Both the jet aircraft involved required IFF in order that the con-
trolling GCI site could plot them.”” [“IFF’’ is an identification
code transmitter system developed in World War II called
‘‘Identification, Friend or Foe.”” The fact that IFF signals
were required for ground radar to plot the jets indicates that
the Air Force planes otherwise would not have shown up on the
ground radar. |

The above sample cases contain examples of most of the
recurring features of reported UFOs:

vReports from competent observers such as scientists and

pilots.

v Flight characteristics such as a disc wobbling on its axis.

vV Maneuver patterns such as hovering and terrific acceleration.

vV Physical evidence such as radar trackings and electro-

magnetic effects.

Typically, the majority of reports describe disc-shaped or el-
liptical objects. [See Section XII, Patterns, for additional de-
tails. ]

COULDN'T THEY BE U.S. OR
SOVIET SECRET DEVICES?

When a person who has been a skeptic first becomes con-
vinced that UFOs are, or might be, real, his usual first reaction
is that they must be secret devices. While space activity in the
past six years undoubtedly has caused some false UFO reports,

the activity of secret test devices on the other hand would nec-
essarily be confined to restricted test areas. The arguments
against the secret device theory, then, are:

a. Test devices of one nation would not be observed worldwide
[see Section X, Worldwide UFO Reports].

b. If secret devices were operational in the scope necessary
to account for UFO reports, the technology implied would cause
all current jets and rockets to be completely outmoded. Yet,
the direction of our research and experimentation doesnot reflect
such a breakthrough.

c. Perhaps most damaging to the secret device theory is the
fact that UFOs apparently have been observed for a very long
time [see Section XI, Chronology|. Soviet aerial technology
through and after World War II was not impressive. German
technology at the end of World War II was impressive, and this
has caused advocates of this theory to attribute UFOs to captured
German scientists and engineers working secretly for the U.S.
or Russia.  American technology was making rapid strides at
the close of the war, but our hottest operational aerial devices
were propeller-driven aircraft, and our few guided missiles were
hardly out of the laboratory.

However, NICAP examined this possibility thoroughly, con-
sulting scientists and engineers (including Prof. Dr. Hermann
Oberth, famous German rocket expert) and found not the slightest
evidence to confirm the rumors of secret devices developed by
former Nazi scientists.

The antiquity of UFO sightings, especially, rules out the pos-
sibility of any sort of test devices, secret or otherwise, account-
ing for more than a handful of UFO reports.

Explorer Nicholas Roerich, on an expedition in the Himalayan
Mountains, August 5, 1926, and others in his caravan, saw a shiny
oval-shaped object [15.] While watching a soaring eagle, they
noticed the object far above moving south at high speed and
observed it through binoculars. The UFO then made a turn to the
southwest and moved out of sight in the distance.

An early postwar observation by an unusually well-trained
observer was reported to NICAP Board Member, the Rev. Albert
Baller: [See photostat].
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April 4, 1985

Rev. albert Raller
kEunson Street
Creenfield, Lass.

Dear hr. Baller: Re: "Plying Saucer"gighting,
The ciroumstances of the sighting of an unknown flying
ob ject by me wese as follows:-

It was in Kay 1946, at my wife's family home, at La Orange,
4 miles north of Titusville, Florida, where I was spending my
terminal leave as Lieutenant j.g. U.S.N.R., having Jjust returned
from the Pacific and Far cast.

I had spent over a year aboard a destroyer escort as
senior watoch officer, gunnery officer and radar officer, and was
very familiar, both in training and practice to ship and airoraft
recognition, night and day under combat circumstances.

I was picking oranges in the forencon about 100 feet from
the house, when a distinct wavering whistling noise of a fast
moving body air made me look up.

Directly overhead I saw s dark "Flying football® sghaped
thus:-
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flying from west to east at about 1000 feet elevation,
possibly less, at the apeed of a light plane - say 125 m.p.h.

It appeared dark against the bright cloud layer which had a
celiling of perhape 1500 feet - there was no blue sky showing. The
sight astonished me, as the only sound was its passage through the
air. There was no_ sound of any engine, it had no wings or other
appendages, no props, and no trail of smoke in back. It appeared
about 15 or 20 feet long, perhaps 1 » and as I watched it
curved smoothly in an arc to the sou ast and vanished forever
in a lower cloud benk.

hy wife and the rest of the family heard this queer noise
and all rushed out to see what it was, and my wife glimpsed it as
it vanished in the clouds, confirming my story.

I had never heard of flying sauucers and had no idea what
we had seen, bDut assumed that it was same secret device of the Alr
Porce, and s0 never reported it.

It was pot a MAD (magnetioc airdborn detector) used for anti-
submarine work, as it was attached to no cable to a plane adbove, and
there was the nolse of no other plane or blimp at the time that could
have been hidden, say, in the clouds above.
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So that is the story of my "Plying Pootdball”, still as much
& mystery today as it was to me 9 years ago.

incerely yours, M P\ ’I‘m
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NOTES:

For other examples of UFO sightings by General Mills balloon
personnel, see J. J. Kaliszewski reports, Section VI.

Sample contributions to astronomy literature:
Hess, Dr. Seymour L., ‘‘A Meteorological approach to the
question of water vapor on Mars and
the mass of the Martian atmos-
phere,’”” Publications of the Astro-
nomical Society of the Pacific, 60,
289, (1948),

, ‘‘Some Aspects of the Meteorology of

Mars,’’ Journal of Meteorology, 7,1,
(1950).
, ‘“‘Blue Haze and the Vertical Structure

of the Martian Atmosphere,”’ The
Astrophysical Journal, 127, 743,
(1958).

Ruppelt, Edward J., The Report on Unidentified Flying Ob-

jects, (Doubleday, 1956), p. 161.

Letter on file at NICAP.

Report on file at NICAP.

Ruppelt, Edward J., op. cit., p. 303; True, May 1954.

Air Force letter on file at NICAP.

Quotes taken from Capt. Hull’s report toJohn DuBarry, former

associate editor of True magazine, published in CSI News-
letter by a New York UFO group of which DuBarry is presi-
dent.

9. Report on file at NICAP.

10. From U.S. Air Force Intelligence Report.

11.Chapman, Robert, London Evening News, December 21,
1955; Frame from movie film reproduced in RAF Flying
Review, London, July 1957.

12.1t is not known whether any of these reports have been pub-
lished.

13. All quotes taken from unclassified U.S. Air Force Intelligence
Report. Exact date, names, and location were deleted in ac-
cordance with Air Force policy.

14. The average distance from the pilot’s face to the windscreen
was determined to be 2.27 feet for the F-86-D Sabrejet, and
about 2.50 feet maximum for most jets in operation at the
time. The average pencil eraser is one-fourth of an inch in
diameter. If the pilot’s face was 2.50 feet from the wind-
screen, the diameter of the UFO was about 352 feet. Even
allowing for appreciable error in the pilot’s estimation of
size, the true size of the UFO would be well over 100 feet
diameter.

15.Roerich, Nicholas, Altai-Himalaya, (Fred Stokes, N.Y., 1929),
Part I1, ppg. 361-362. '
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SECTION I
INTELLIGENT CONTROL

What is ‘‘intelligence’’? In reference to human behavior, we
usually use the word to mean the application of logic and reason
to understand nature or solve human problems. However, we
observe ‘‘intelligence’’ by observing the behavior of people as they
go about their affairs. We infer that they are intelligent or un-
intelligent by noticing their apparent awareness of their environ-
ment, and how they cope with problems in their environment.
We note their behavior as individuals, and in groups. The ability
of people to act in concert to accomplish mutual goals generally
is considered to be intelligent activity.

In regard to the question of whether aerial devices are intel-
ligently controlled, how is intelligence indicated by the perfor-
mance of aircraft? If we did not know that the airliners and
military jets we see coursing through the sky were guided by pi-
lots, how would their actions lead us to suspect this? First, we
might observe some jets rendezvousing, joining formation, then
proceeding to act in concert. Then we might see a jet depart from
its course and circle a balloon, apparently curious about it,
before continuing on its way. Finally, we might notice indications
(smoke trails, mechanical parts, high performance, etc.) which
suggest to us that these are powered mechanical objects. This
would imply intelligent construction and guidance.

UFOs have shown all of these features:

v Inquisitiveness, and reaction to environment.

v Powered flight.

v Formations in coordinated flight.

Reasoning by analogy to human devices and intelligence, the
hypothesis that UFOs are intelligently operated is exploredbelow.
Caution is required in using this method of reasoning, because

it is conceivable that actions which we normally associate with .

intelligence may not seem s0 to alien beings, and vice versa.
However, there is a good chance that there would be an overlap
of ‘‘intelligent behavior’’ between human and alien beings.
In particular, we should expect any intelligent beings to be fun-
damentally curious about things in their environment. Curiosity
underlies the acquisition of useful knowledge, which is necessary
to intelligence.

In addition to the evidence advanced in this section, other
sections contain data showing (a) that UFOs show repeating pat-
terns suggesting a unique and unexplained phenomenon [Section
XII], (b) that the observed objects and patterns have no counter-
parts among atmospheric phenomena which could account for them
in terms of known events [Section XII: Maneuvers and Flight
Characteristics], and (c) that the hypothesis of intelligently op-
erated devices is reasonable, and adequate to explain the data.

Inquisitiveness

and Redction to Environment

In case after case, UFOs singly or in formation have paced or
followed automobiles, trains, airplanes, and rockets. Often the
UFOs have circled the device and taken ‘‘evasive action’’ when
pursued.

A Monon Railroad freight train was proceeding through Clinton
County, Central Indiana, October 3, 1958. About 3:10a.m. a
formation of four odd white lights crossed ahead of the train.
The UFOs turned and traversed the full length of the train, front
to back (about a half mile) observed by the entire crew.

After passing the rear of the train, the objects swung east,
turned back and followed the train. The bright glow concealed
the exact shape of the UFOs, but they appeared flattened and some-
times flew on edge. Operating part of the time in-line abreast
with coordinated motions, the objects followed the train until

the conductor shone a bright light on them. Immediately, the
UFOs sped away, but returned quickly and continued to pace the
train. Total time of observation: about 1 hour 10 minutes.

Finally the UFOs moved away to the northeast and disappeared.
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The coordinated maneuvers in formation, reaction to a bright
beam of light, and pacing of the train, all suggest some form of
intelligence. [1]

Similar cases of vehicles being paced by UFOs also have been
reported by experienced observers such as pilots and missile
trackers. At White Sands, New Mexico, June 10, 1949, a missile
had just been launched when two circular UFOs appeared. As
the missile accelerated to about 1,430 mph, the UFOs climbed
after it, passed through its exhaust, passed the missile and
climbed out of sight. Five separate observation and tracking
posts, scattered around the nearby mountainsandnot in communi-
cation with one another, reported observing this performance.
One of the posts tracked a similar UFO several minutes later,
as it sped west against the wind. [2]

Inquisitiveness and Reaction

Fifty sample cases in which UFOs displayed apparent awareness
of their environment, charted here, are divided into two basic
types: (a) UFOs which paced vehicles or otherwise appeared to
be inquisitive about human devices; (b) UFO8 which evaded or
otherwise reacted to human devices. (All reports on file at
NICAP.)
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INQUISITIVENESS AND REACTION CASES

Date & Location

Reported Shape or Appearance

Witnesses

Action

(b) 7-23-48 near
Montgomery, Ala.

Cigar

Pilots

Came head-on toward airliner, veered
to side, shot straight up into clouds.
[Section V]

(a) 10-1-48 Disc Pilot, control tower "Dogfight' with National Guard plane,

Fargo, N.D. operators intricate maneuvers, head-on passes,
finally shot up out of sight. [Section V]

(b) 11-18-48 near Oval Pilot, ground crew Led USAF pilot through ""astounding

Washington, D, C. maneuvers."” When pilot flashed landing
lights on UFO, it streaked away.
[Section III]

(b) 3-26-50 near Disc Private pilot Pilot spotted UFO below him, dove to-

Washington, D. C. ward it, object shot up into overcast.
[Section V]

(a) & (b) 4-27-50 Red disc Pilot, passengers Overtook airliner, paced it alongside,

Goshen, Ind.

fled when plane turned toward it.
[Section V]

(a) 5-29-50 near
Washington, D. C.

Ellipse, bright body light

Pilots

Approached airliner head-on, circled it
completely stopping once on each side,
suddenly sped away. [Section V]

(a) 1-16-51
Artesia, N.M.

2 discs

Balloon tracking crew

Two discs approached rapidly from hor-
izon, tipped on edge and circled balloon,
then sped away. [SectionI]

(a) 1-20-51
Sioux City, Iowa

Cigar with body lights

Pilots, passengers

Circled, came head-on toward airliner
which was investigating, abruptly re-
versed direction and paced plane for few
seconds, finally shot straight up.

[Section V]

(b) 9-11-51 near Disc Pilots First seen descending by USAF pilots in

Sandy Hook, N.J. T-33; when pursued levelled off, ac-
celerated, outsped jet and curved away.
[Section III]

(b) 10-9-51 near Oblate spheroid Pilot Pilot saw UFO hovering motionless,

Paris, Ill. turned directly toward it, object shot
away. [Section V]

(a) 1-29-52 Disc Bomber crew Paralleled USAF bomber for 5 minutes,

Wonsan, Korea pulled ahead, shot away at angle.
[Section IIT]

(a) 3-29-52 near Disc T-6 Pilot Made pass at USAF F-84, slowed and

Misawa, Japan

paced it, passed in front, climbed away
vertically. [Section I]

(a) 6-18-52
California

Not specified

Bomber crew

Paced USAF B-25 for 30 minutes [Of-
ficially reported to AF UFO Project; see
Section III|

(a) & (b) 7-13-52 Ball of light Pilot Approached airliner and hovered. When

Nr. Washington, D.C. pilot switched on all lights, UFO "took
off, going up and away." [Section XII;
July 1952 Chronology]

(b) 8-1-52 Round Pilots Jets climbed up to investigate hovering

Dayton, Ohio UFO, it streaked away at high speed.
[Section III]

(a) 8-28-52 Disc Family Observed from ground making tight

LeRoy, N.Y. vertical circles around airliner. [3]

(a) 9-19-52 Disc Airbase ground Followed meteor jet to base, descended,

Topcliffe, England

observers

10

hovered rotating, suddenly sped away.
[Section X]




Date & Location Reported Shape or Appearance Witnesses Action

(b) 10-11-52 Disc Woman Hovered in one spot 20 minutes. As jet

Newport News, Va. interceptors neared, UFO tilted up and
shot away.

(a) & (b) 12-29-52 Circular Pilots Paralleled USAF F-84; when jet tried to

Northern Japan close in, UFO sped away disappearing in
seconds [Section III|

(a) 1953 Round gray Pilot Approached airliner, paced it for 40

Anaco, Venezuela minutes, ascended out of sight. [Section
X]

(b) 1-28-53 near Circular Pilot USAF F-86 pursued UFO; it sped up

Albany, Georgia

(confirmed by radar) and disappeared.
[Section III]

(a) & (b) 2-16-53 near

Bright red light source

Transport crew

Approached USAF C-47, stopped and

Anchorage, Alaska hovered 5 minutes; when plane gave
chase, UFO accelerated and quickly van-
ished. [Officially reported to AF UFO
Project; see Section III]

(b) 2-17-53 Red light source Air Base ground Observed near end of runway climbing;

Elmendorf AFB, observers jet gave chase; UFO accelerated "notice-

Alaska ably" and climbed vertically away. [Of-
ficially reported to AF UFO Project; see
Section III]

(a) & (b) 8-12-53 Light source Pilots, GOC USAF F-84 chased UFO, turned back and

Rapid City, S.D. UFO followed. Second jet gave chase,
turned back, UFO continued on course
seen by Ground Observer Corps post.
[Section I]

(b) 3-24-54

Florida Missile Round Pilot Descended and hovered at 3,000 feet.

range Marine Corps jet banked toward UFO, it
accelerated and sped away. [Section IV]

(a) & (b) 6-23-54 Round white light Pilot Followed Air National Guard F-51 from

Ohio Columbus to Vandalia; "'took off'' when
pilot gave chase. [Section V]

(a) & (b) 6-30-54 Large dark object with smaller Airliner crew Paralleled BOAC airliner for 80 miles;

near Goose Bay, satellites disappeared when F-86 interceptor neared

Labrador to investigate [Section X]

(b) 9-7-54 Luminous disc Motorists Disc maneuvered up and down, hovering;

Origny, France as it hovered, motorists turned headlights
on it. UFO took off at high speed and
dwindled into distant speck.

(a) 10-3-54 near Light source Motorists, others UFO followed car at estimated distance

Waben, France of 100 yards, slowed when car did; fi-
nally accelerated and sped away, observed
by independent witnesses.

(b) 11-26-54 Disc, with 4 body lights forming Several Circled town; when search-light hit it,

Millville, N.J. rectangle UFO sped away (large V-formation of
round UFOs sighted 70 miles to NE same
night).

(a) & (b) 2-2-55 Round, "ports’' above & below Pilots Approached airliner; when plane turned

near Merida, central ring toward it, UFO dove, leveled off, sped

Venezuela away. Radio transmitter failed as pilot
tried to report sighting. [Section X]

(a) 5-25-55 Round, luminous Man Sped toward B-47 from SW, hovered above

London, England it about 5 seconds; glided away to SE,
reversed direction and hovered.8 seconds,
suddenly shot away to SW,

(a) & (b) 11-14-55 Globe of white light Pilot Approached small plane; pilot blinked

San Bernardino, Calif.

11

landing lights, UFO blinked twice in
seeming response. UFO came closer,
pilot blinked lights three times; UFO
blinked three times, '"suddenly backed up
in mid-air." [Section V]



Date & Location Reported Shape or Appearance Witnesses Action

(b) 12-56 Circular Pilot USAF F-86 investigated unidentified

Far East radar blip. Experienced radar interfer-
ence as he saw and tried to close on cir-
cular UFO,. When pursued, object shot
up and away [Section I]

(a) 3-8-57 Large object with 3 brilliant Pilots Approached and passed plane S to N, ‘

Beaumont-Houston, white body lights hovered; moved away when plane neared.

Texas Swooped up and down at high speed.
[Section V]

(b) 11-5-57 Cylinder Many Hovered, tracked by South African Air

Transvaal, Africa Force searchlights; witnesses said UFO
"withdrew' behind clouds when light hit
it. [Section X]

(a) & (b) 5-5-58 Top-like Pilot Approached plane, hovered (pilot felt

San Carlos, Uruguay heat); when plane attempted to close in,
UFO darted away and disappeared.
[Section X]

(b) 5-17-58 Orange light Man and son Approached from N at low altitude; high-

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. powered spotlight turned on it, UFO
flared brilliantly, shot out of sight.

(a) & (b) 10-3-58 4 objects, elongated Train crew Approached ahead of train, traversed

near Rossville, Ind. full length, swung around and followed
for over an hour. Once darted away
when conductor shone spotlight at them.
[Section II].

(a) 1-13-59 Blindingly brilliant light Truck driver Approached truck, hovered above it

Pymatuning Lake, Pa.

(truck electrical system failed); after 3
to 4 minutes, UFO shot away. [Section
VIII |

(a) & (b) 7-14-59
Minas Gerais State
Brazil

Luminous object

Pilot, airport observers

Followed Brazilian Air Force B-26,
frightening pilot; hovered near airport
after plane landed. When airport per-
sonnel fired flares in direction of UFO,
it changed color then shot up and dis-
appeared. [Section X]

(a) 7-2-60 near
Maiquetia, Venezuela

Bright light source

Pilots

Followed airliner on parallel course
angling toward plane; suddenly shot
away at terrific speed. [Section X]

(a) 5-61 near Luminous disc Airline pilot Observed circling at sea level; UFO as-

Rio de Janeiro, cended "'with incredible speed" to level

Brazil of plane, circled plane, followed it for
over an hour. [Section X]

(b) 10-2-61 Disc Private pilot, airport Hovered near airport; private pilot ap-

Salt Lake City, Utah

observers

proached to investigate, UFO moved up
like an elevator and away to S, hovered
again; finally rose and shot away to West.
[Section I

(a) 10-21-61
near Datil, N.M.

Four light sources

Man and wife

One UFO flashed ahead of car on Highway
60; as car entered dark canyon, UFO was
there; object split into four parts which
paced car. As car neared service area,
objects flashed up into sky and disappear-
ed.

(b) 9-20-62
Hawthorne, N.J.

Object with two body lights

Night watchman

Hovered over quarry; watchman approach-
ed in jeep to investigate, UFO maneuvered
out of headlight beams.

(b) 9-24-62
Hawthorne, N.J.

Bright light source

Police, others

Hovered, moved away when police shone
spotlight on it.




Powered, Controlled Flight

Many observations by competent observers (including engineers
and aeronautical experts) suggest that the UFOs they saw were
powered objects. The observations sometimes have included visual
signs of mechanical-functional construction, in addition to other
indicators of the UFOs’ being, literally, machines.

Most of the cases cited previously in this section contain
descriptions of observed ‘‘maneuvers.’”” However, the following
group of reports by unusually well-qualified observers is worth
special mention.

UFO Formation Tracked Above Security Area at over 4,500 mph.

During the Fall of 1849 at a key atomic post, five apparently
metallic objects in formation were tracked by radar. The UFOs
crossed the 200-mile scope in less than 4 minutes. The officer
in charge, who held a top military post, reported to Intelligence
that this was a legitimate radar contact with unidentified objects.
(4] (Official secrecy conceals other details of this case, in
particular information on tracking and other detection of the
UFOs by separate military posts. Nevertheless, it tends to sub-
stantiate the many other reports by reputable people of UFOs,
and UFO formations, moving at spectacular speeds).

Technicians at Secret Test Base Observe Mechanical UFO

At Muroc AFB (now Edwards AFB) and adjacent Rogers Dry
Lake, scientists and engineers test and develop the latest aircraft,
including secret projects. Although thoroughly familiar with
anything that flies, the base technical personnel had no explanation
for the UFOs which maneuvered over the area July 8, 1947.
Twice that morning, disc-shaped objects were observed cavorting
overhead. Then about 11:50 a.m., a crewof technicians at Rogers
saw a round white, apparently metallic object descending, moving
west northwest against the wind. They observedthick projections
on top which crossed each other at intervals, suggesting either
rotation or slow oscillation. In their official report they stated:
“It was man-made, as evidenced by the outline and functional
appearance.’”’ [5] (Next day, near Boise, Idaho, a disc-shaped
object maneuvering in front of a cloud bank was observed from a
plane by Dave Johnson, aviation editor of the Idaho Statesman.
See Section VII.)

Top Astronomer Reports ‘‘Novel Airborne Device’’

On July 10, 1947, one of the country’s top astronomers re-
ported an elliptical UFO. At 4:47 p.m. in southern New Mexico,
the astronomer observed a smooth ellipse with firm regular
outline, motionless near some clouds, but wobbling. [See
Section XII; Flight Characteristics.] The UFO then moved into
the clouds, reappeared and rose quickly at an estimated speed
of 600 to 900 mph. Inhis report to the Air Force, the astronomer
stated: ‘‘The remarkably sudden ascent convinced me it was an
absolutely novel airborne device.’’ [4]

Scientist Observes Powered UFO

A very similar observation was made nearly three years later
by an eminent meteorologist and astronomer. On the grounds
of Lowell Observatory, Arizona, May 20, 1950, Dr. Seymour L.
Hess, now head of the Department of Meteorology, Florida State
University, noticed a disc (or partly illuminated sphere) moving
across the front of some cumulus clouds at about 12:15 p.m.
Studying the UFO with four-power binoculars, Doctor Hess
could see no evidence of exhaust or markings on the object.
““The clouds were drifting from the southwest to the northeast
at right angles to the motion of the object. Therefore it must
have been powered in some way. . . I would estimate its speed
at 100 mph., perhaps as highas 200 mph. This too means a power-
ed craft. However, I could hear no engine noise.’’ [Full state-
ment, Section 1. ]
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High-Speed Disc Arcs Above Airliner

Airline pilots, although not necessarily technically trained in
the sense of being scientists or engineers, are experienced ob-
servers of the sky, familiar with most atmospheric and astrono-
mical displays. At 9:29 p.m., March 31, 1950, a Chicago &
Southern Airlines plane was flying at 2,000 feet on a southwesterly
course near Little Rock, Arkansas. Captain Jack Adams and
Co-pilot G. W. Anderson, Jr., suddenly noticed a distinct circular
object, apparently disc-shaped approaching from the left. The
UFO passed in an arc above their plane, proceeding north at an .
estimated 700 to 1,000 mph. Eight to 10 lighted windows or ports
were visible on the underside, and ‘‘the strongest blue-white
light we’ve ever seen’’ flashed intermittently from the top. The
pilots told official investigators they believed they had witnessed
some 8Secret experimental craft. To this date, the sighting
remains unexplained. [6]

Aeronautical Engineer Amazed by UFO Performance

Another particularly well-qualified observer was ‘‘amazed’’ by
a UFO performance he witnessed on the night of July 16, 1952.
Paul R. Hill, an aeronautical research engineer of Hampton,
Virginia, at 9:00 p.m. saw two amber-colored lights speed in
from the south over the Hampton Roads channel. The UFOs
slowed and circled rapidly around each other. Two similar ob-
jects then approached and joined the first two, one from the south
and one from the north, and the formation moved off toward the
south. ‘‘Their ability to make tight circling turns was amazing,’’
Mr. Hill said. [Full report in Section VI.]

Formations and Coordinated Flight

A prime indicator of intelligence behind the maneuversof UFOs
is the observation that they often fly in formation, which requires
coordination and mechanical control. (Aircraft and birds also
fly in formations, but these can often be ruled out as cause of
the sightings.) In UFO reports, the formations are of three
general types: (a) Geometrical (V’s, lines, etc.); (b) clusters,
and (c) object with smaller objects maneuvering around it.

(a) Geometrical

1904: Circular UFOs8 Maneuvered Near Ship

One of the earliest formation cases was reported February 28,
1904, by a ship in the North Pacific off San Francisco. Three
members of the crew of the USS Supply, at 6:10 a.m. local time,
sighted an echelon formation of three ‘‘remarkable meteors’’
which appeared near the horizon below clouds, moving directly
toward the ship. As they approached, the UFOs began soaring,
rose above the cloud layer, and were observed climbing into
space, still in echelon. The lead object was egg-shaped and about
the size of six suns (about 3 degrees of arc). The other two were
smaller and appeared to be perfectly round. They remained
visible for over two minutes. [7] (Meteors, of course, do not
travel in echelon formation, change course and climb, nor re-
main visible for two minutes).

Precise Formation, Sharp Turn Near Airliner

Perhaps the most detailed and instructive formation case on
record is the sighting by Capt. William B. Nash, Pan American
Airways pilot, and his co-pilot, William Fortenberry, July 14,
1852, near Newport News, Virginia. [See Section V.] In addi-
tion to being an example of precise formation flight, the report
contains several other elements suggesting intelligent control.
When an in-line formation of discs made an abrupt stop, two of
the rear objects overrode the frontone. This could be interpreted
as a sign of pilot error or lag in reaction time. After the six
discs flipped over and reversed course, two more sped up and
joined the formation.




GEOMETRICAL FORMATION CASES

(All reports on file at NICAP)
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Date Location Witnesses Number Type Other Features
2-28-04 North Pacific Crew, U.S.S. Supply 3 In-line, echelon Changed course, climbed
6-23-47 Cedar Rapids, Iowa Railroad engineer 10 In-line Fluttered
6-24-47 Mt. Ranier, Wash. Pilot 9 In-line Zig-zag, skipping flight
7-4-47 Portland, Ore. Police, 2 Unspecified Oscillating motion
Pilot 3 Unspecified Oscillating motion
?g;%mer Easton, Pa. Scientist 3 In-line Last zig-zagging [Section VI]
3-30-50 Selma, Ala. Radio engineer & 3 In-line Middle disc pulled ahead, shot up out of
others sight
11-27-50 Evansville, Wis. Pilot 6 Echelon
8-11-51 Portland, Ore. Pilot 3 \' Flew north in perfect formation
2-20-52 Greenfield, Mass. Minister 3 \ [Section VII].
3-10-52 Oakland, Calif. Inspecting engineer 2 Side-by-side One on steady course, one swaying back ‘
and forth. [Section VI]
5-13-52 Greenville, S.C. Amateur astronomers ''several" Diamond Wobbled in flight I
T7-14-52 Newport News, Va. Airline pilots 6+2 In-line Flip over, 120 degrees turn. [Section V]
7-16-52 Hampton, Va. Aeronautical engineer 4 Varied; in-line 2 made tight circling turns [Section VI]
T7-17-52 Staten Island, N.Y. Citizens 5 \'
T-24-52 ggér Carson Sink, 2 USAF colonels 3 \ 4 UFOs were delta shaped [Section III]
8-1-52 Albuquerque, N.M. Scripps-Howard staff About 10 Cluster, V, 2 Shifted formation with precision.
writer rows in-line [Section VII] |
8-5-52 Baltimore, Md. Amateur Astronomer 2 + 2 Paired [Section VI]
10-12-52 Palo Alto, Calif. A/C maintenance man 6 ' Edges of discs glowing. [Section VI]
11-22-52 Bocaranga, Africa Missionary 4 Rectangle Sometimes moved singly, returned to
formation
2-22-54 York, Pa. GOC 14 Unspecified
3-10-54 San Francisco, Calif. Pilot, executive 12 \'
3-24-54 Baltimore, Md. Civil Defense official 14 V; in-line Changed to in-line as airliner passed,
moved toward it. [Section VII]
5-5-54 Minneapolis, Minn. Astronomy students Unspecified V
9-6-54 Heppner, Ore. Several Unspecified V Oscillating motion |
5-15-54 Southampton, England Amateur astronomer 18 \'4 "Windows' visible in some through r
telescope
6-30-54 Near Oslo, Norway Scientists 2 Echelon First in tilted position, then levelled off.
[Section I]
8-28-54 Oklahoma City, Okla. Hundreds 15 Triangle, semi- Changed to semicircular and sped up
circle when pursued. [Section III]
9-6-54 Baltimore, Md. Amateur Astronomer 4 In-line, echelon One left, 3 changed formation
11-26-54 Manasquan, N.J. Professor 15-20 \ [Section VII]
4-10-55 Baltimore, Md. Several Unspecified ;; ¥ Two separate sightings
8-25-55 Birmingham, England Ex-Navy officer 15 In-line Groups of 3 in-line
11-9-55 Philadelphia, Pa. gtehv;:gaperman, many 12 V,A Changed to A in flight [Section VII]
8-56 Boulder City, Nev. Research technician 5 Staggered V Spaced one diameter apart. [Section VI]
9-12-56 New Orleans, La. Watchman 4 Y Hovered, formed vertically, scattered
11-19-56 Frankfurt, Germany  Engineering student 7 \' [Section X]

e ——————————



Date Location Witnesses Number Type Other Features
1-24-57 Indianapolis, Ind. Airline pilot 4 In-line Last larger, egg-shaped [Section V]
5-7-57 Sioux City, Iowa Several 7-11 \'4
6-18-57 North Pacific 5’,‘2‘5 s captain and 3 \'4 Paced freighter [Section X].
7-17-57 Cuyahoga Falls, Two S \'4
Ohio
8-57 Brooklyn, N.Y. Singer 7 \'
10-22-57 Pittsburgh, Pa. Family 3+3 In-line, Vertical Second group 2 hovering, third made
\'4 V, moved away
11-11-57 San Fernando, Calif. Engineers 3 \'4 Accelerated, ascended. [Section VI|]
11-20-57 Murphysboro, Ill. Housewife 3 \'/
1-5-58 Beechwood, Ohio Housewife 3 \'4 Elliptical rotation around vertices of
triangle, departed in different directions
1-9-58 Marion, Ill. Construction workers (f In-line Slow, some pulsated
4-9-58 Cleveland, Ohio Family 9 \'4 Split to 2 groups, 5 & 4
4-9-58 Tucson, Ariz. Bus driver 4-6 \'4
8-7-58 Near Fairlington,Va. Translator 4 In-line Pulsated rapidly
8-28-58 Darlington, Ind. Two persons 3 \'/ Changed course, SW to NW
10-3-58 Central Indiana Train crew 4 In-line Paced train, reacted to light. [Section II]
abreast
10-6-58 Near Mt. Vernon, Family 6 In-line Jets passed above UFOs, which then took
Ohio off.
6-11-59 Henderson, Nev. Security guards 4 Square, in-line Changed to in-line [Section VII]
7-8-59 Columbus, Ind. Family 3 \'4 Pulsating, maneuvered
2-3-60 Intervale, N.H. Former PT Boat Cmdr. 3 +2 In-line 2 joined formation [Section VII]
3-4-60 Dubuque, Iowa Flying Instructor 3 In-line [Section V]
5-24-60 Ocumare..., Doctors, police 3 In-line Last UFO largest, ovoid
Venezuela
9-5-60 Sonoma County,Calif. Sheriffs 6 \'4 Bouncing motion. [Section VII]
8-17-61 Stillwater, Minn. Five persons Unspecified V Vertical orientation
10-30-61 Derry, Pa. Engineer 4 ) In-line Band of lights or "ports" [Section I]

(b) Clusters

In some cases clusters, or groups, of UFOs not in any clear
geometrical pattern have acted in concert.

Discs Filmed by Navy Officer

The best known case of this type was documented on film by

Navy Warrant Officer Delbert C. Newhouse, July 2, 1952. [See
Section VIII, Photographs.] About 10 or 12 disc-shaped objects
milling around in a group were observed by Newhouse and his
wife near Tremonton, Utah. The 16 mm. color film shows
bright round lights, occasionally tilting and appearing elliptical
in outline. From film analysis report: The UFOs ‘‘often seem
clustered in constellations, or formations which are recognizable
for as long as 17 seconds. . . [they] seem to cluster in groups
of two’s and three’s. . . the edges of the images are sharp
and clear on many of the properly exposed frames. . . their pat-
tern of motion is essentially a curvilinear milling about. . . some-
times the objects appear to circle about each other.’”’ [8]

Airliner Crew Watches Flight of Discs

An early cluster case, also from responsible witnesses, took
place July 4, 1947. At about 9:12 p.m. Capt. E. J. Smith and the
crew of a United Airlines plane were enroute to Portland, Oregon
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(where earlier that day formations of disc-shaped UFOs had
been reported; see chart), Five disc-shaped objects in a loose
group or formation were seen silhouetted against the western
sky for several minutes, opening and closing formation. Then
a second group of objects appeared, three discs together and one
off by itself. [9]

Other examples of cluster or group formation cases appear
in the UFO Chronology in Section XI.

(c) Satellite Objects

" Some of the most startling formation cases onrecord are those
in which a large central object is observed in the process of
launching or taking on board smaller objects, very much like an
aircraft carrier or ‘‘mother ship.”” An example of this was
observed by Maj. Paul A, Duich, Air Force Master Navigator,
and other officers, September 8, 1958 at Offutt AFB, Omaha,
Nebraska. [See Section III.] An elongated object tilted at an
angle was seen in the western sky. Then small dark objects
were seen maneuvering around the large object. Finally, the
formation moved away to the west, the parent object still tilted
at an angle.

In at least one instance, this phenomenon apparently was
recorded on radar. December 6, 1952, over the Gulf of Mexico,
the crew of a B-29 on atraining mission repeatedly tracked UFOs



moving at high speed past the plane, and crew members reported
brief visual sightings of fast-moving lights. Finally the UFOs
were seen on the radarscope to merge with a gigantic blip (radar
target) which shot off the scope at about 9,000 mph. [Section

There is only one aerial phenomenon which remotely resembles
the description and performance of the UFOs in these cases:
aerial refueling operations by jets and tanker aircraft. In the
cases cited, no such operations were reported in progress in the

VIII, Radar]. area of the sightings.
(All reports on file at NICAP)
Date Location Witnesses Description
Summer Grenada, Miss. Artist Parent Object (oval) emitted 3 smaller discs from underside, which
1944 hovered, moved away in different directions
Fall Birmingham to Pilot Parent Object (5 smaller flew out of it) paralleled plane, but when pilot
1951 Chattanooga pressed radio button to report sightings UFOs disappeared quickly
Early Oct. Anderson, Ind. Family Parent Object (Wing-shaped UFO) trailed by circular formation of over
1951 30 evenly spaced dark objects which tilted back and forth in unison (app.
discs).
1952 San Mateo, Calif. Engineers Parent Object (flat oval) emitted 5 smaller objects from one end
April 29, Singapore Hundreds Parent Object (silver cigar) leaving fiery exhaust, emitted bright lights
1952 after slowing; lights formed in clusters, sped away in various directions
July 23, Culver City, Aircraft Plant Parent Object (silvery elliptical) moved NW over city, stopped launched
1952 Calif. employees 2 small discs which circled area, went back on board, climbed straight
up at high speed
Aug. 28, Denham, Bucks, 3 residents Parent Object (unspec.) ejected small object, minutes later 2 more small ,
1952 England 3 flew off in different directions
Oct. 17, Oloron College School Supt. Parent Object (narrow cylinder inclined 45°) plus 30 Saturn-like discs,
1952 France & others small, moved in pairs, zig-zagged, angel’s hair fell
Oct. 27, Gaillac, France Hundreds Parent Object (cigar-inclined 45°) plus 16 discs with ""domes", small,
1952 flew in pairs, zig-zagged, angel's hair fell
June 30, nr Labrador Crew of BOAC Parent Object (variously described) plus about 6 small shiny objects some-
1954 airliner times appearing to enter and leave object
July 8, Abbey Lakes, Astronomer Parent Object (apparently cylindrical) accompanied by 15-20 smaller lights
1954 Lanc. Eng. moving around independently
Aug. 23, Vernon, France Businessman, Parent Object (vertical cigar) emitted 5 discs from lower end which
1954 police, engineer moved away horizontally.
Sept. 14, Vendee, France Farmer, others Parent Object (cigar) appeared out of clouds horizontally, tilted vertically,
1954 emitted shiny disc which spiralled around cigar, darted away; finally re-
turned, re-entered cigar, which returned to horizontal, flew away into
clouds.
Sept. 22, Fontainbleu, Woman Parent Object (luminous ball) emitted several smaller ball-like objects
1954 France from underside, which flew away in all directions. As plane approached,
large object rose into clouds at high speed.
Sept. 27, Rixheim, France Three; two in- Parent Object (cigar) with 10 or more small luminous objects navigating
1954 dependent in all directions
sightings
Oct. 3, Lievin & Ablain- Many; two in- Parent Object (elongated luminous) hovered, something detached from
1954 St. Nazaire, dependent bottom, descended to ground, rose and rejoined hovering object
France sightings
Oct. 10/11 Riom, France Night watchman Parent Object (cigar) moving S to N; three glowing objects detached,
1954 sped away
Feb. 16, nr Pinchincha Pilot, Air Force Parent Object (hemispherical, domed) hovered, descended, emitted small
1955 volcano, Peru officer, others lighted object just before speeding away.
.
Oct. 6, Tucson, Arizona Engineer Parent Object (oval-shaped) 5 smaller objects emerged, flew away
1957
Dec. 15, Alminde, Jutland, three youths Parent Object (oval-shaped) 2 smaller emitted, parent object flew up out
1957 Denmark of sight leaving exhaust trail.
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Date Location Witnesses Description
Jan. 11, Vista, Calif. Student Parent Object (spindle-shaped) 8-10 smaller dropped from it, hovered,
1958 all disappeared upward.
March 3, nr Marshall, Family Two Parent Objects (bright lights) 6-7 smaller lights clustered and
1958 Texas moved around stationary large ones.
Sept. 10, N. Scituate, Store Propri- Parent Object (dark cigar) with two large discs apparently resting on top;
1960 Mass. etors 3 in cluster flying nearby.
Oct. 4, Cressy, Launce- Minister & Parent Object (cigar with vertical bands) 5-6 smaller discs. Parent ob-
1960 ton, Australia wife ject descended from clouds, followed in about 2 minutes by discs, which
stopped around cigar; finally rose rapidly in clouds.
May 3, Toonpang, N.S.W., 5 men Parent Object (round, domed) 4 small silvery v-shaped objects left and re-
1961 Australia turned to parent object after maneuvering around at high speed.
June 4, Blue Ridge Librarian Parent Object (cigar or long ellipse) and cluster of smaller hovering ob-
1961 Summit, Pa. jects; small objects streaked toward parent object, and all moved out of
sight behind trees.
1. Witnesses interviewed by NICAP Board Member Frank Ed- 5. Ruppelt, Edward J., Report on Unidentified Flying Objects,
wards: Cecil Bridge, fireman; Harry Eckman, engineer; Doubleday, 1956, p. 38.

Morris Ott, head brakeman; Paul Soshey, flagman; and Ed 6. Flying, July 1950 (including pilot’s sketch). Seealso Memphis

Robinson, conductor.
2. True Magazine, March 1850. (Case confirmed by Capt. (then 7. Monthly Weather Review, March 1904.

Cdr.) Robert B. McLaughlin, USN, head of Navy missile 8. Baker, Robert M. L., Jr., ‘“‘Analyses of Photographic Ma-

Commercial Appeal, March 22, 1950.

tracking crew.) terial; Photogrammetric Analysis of the Utah Film Tracking
3. Interview report by Walter N. Webb, NICAP Adviser, on file UFOs,’’ p. 2. (Copy on file at NICAP.)
at NICAP. 9. Flying, July 1950; Life Magazine, July 21, 1947.

4. Life Magazine, April 17, 1952, from Air Force Intelligence

Report.
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SECTION Il

Air Force Observations

Before the issuance of Air Force Regulation 200-2 in 1953
(see extracts), a large number of significant UFO sightings by
active Air Force personnel were made public. During the early
1950’s, dozens of Intelligence Reports describing amazing UFO
performances were released to the present NICAP Director.
[1.] An article in LIFE, April 7, 1952, suggesting UFOs were
interplanetary, represented the opinion of ‘‘several very high-
ranking officers in the Pentagon,’”’ according to the former Air
Force UFO project chief. [2.] After an early phase of official

confusion and secrecy following the first publicized U. S. sightings
in 1947, the Air Force was openly treating UFOs as a serious

and important problem.

As indicated in the following chart, UFOs have been sighted
regularly at dozens of Air Force bases in the United States and
in foreign locations. Since 1953, however, Air Force UFO reports
have steadily diminished. The effect of AFR 200-2 (and other
Air Force policies; see Section IX) has beento dry up this source
of current information about UFOs. With Air Force fliers active
all over the globe, it is easy toimagine the amount of information
which has been lost to the public.

In spite of the repressive effects of AFR 200-2 in recent years,
a considerable number of good UFO sightings by Air Force
witnesses has accumulated. These reports are a matter of
public record. Others from unofficial and private sources have
been obtained by NICAP.

Within the Air Force there is a strong difference of opinion
about the official policies toward UFOs. Many officers and
airmen do not agree with them, and favor more public disclosure
of UFO information. A number have supplied NICAP with infor-
mation when this could be done without violating security.

After NICAP was formed in 1956, Air Force officers (active
and retired) began to visit the office. Some had personal ex-

9, Kua'puou. In response to local inquiries
resulting from any UFO reported in the vicinity
of an Air Force base, information regarding a
sighting ma{ be released to the press or the gen-
eral public by the commander of the Air Force
base concerned only if it has been positively
wdentified as a famiiar or known object.

11. Contacts. Private individuals or organi-
zations requesting Air Force interviews, brief-
ings, lectures, or private discussions on UFQ’s
will be referred to the Office of Information Serv-
ices, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force.
Air Force personnel, other than thoee of the
Office of Information Services, will not contact
private individuals on UFO cases nor will they
discuss their operations and functions with un-
authorised persons unless so directed, and then
only on a “need-to-know” basis.

Air Force Regulation 200-2
Intelligence. Unidentified Flying Objects Reporting

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, 26 AUGUST 1953

periences to relate, others had general information about the
UFO project. The visitors have included several former Project
Blue Book (the UFO project) personnel and intelligence officers;
a Master Navigator who had sighted several UFOs while on active
duty; and a fighter pilot still onactive duty. All expressed general
agreement with NICAP’s goals, and offered encouragement and
support.

The reports from Air Force sources, many taken directly
from Intelligence Reports, constitute good evidence that un-
explained aerial objects are seen with regularity by observers
who spend more time than the average person scanning the sky.
(This is also true of airline crews; see Section V),

AIR FORCE UFO SIGHTINGS

UFO Sightings by U. S. Air Force Personnel
(All Reports on File at NICAP, Cases shaded in gray are detailed following chart).

Date & Location Witnesses

Description

Two round reddish objects descended near Army (Air Corps) Flying
School, hovered, accelerated and sped away

8-29-42 Michael Solomon, Control tower
Columbus, Miss. operator
3-44 B-17 pilot (conf. report certi-

Carlsbad, N.M. fied by Bluegrass NICAP Af-

filiate)

lllllgiu-speed glowing green object lit cockpit, moved out of sight over
orizon.

8-10 Capt. Alvah Reida, B-29 pilot Pulsating spherical object paced bomber, maneuvered.
Sumatra
11-44 Lt. Ed Schlueter, pilot, 415th Eight to ten orange ball-like objects in-line formation, sometimes
France Night Fighter Squadron moving at high speed. [3.]
12-44 Maj. William D. Leet, B-17 pilot Bomber paced by amber-colored disc.
Austria
1-45 415th Night Fighter Squadron Plane followed by three red and white lighted objects; UFOs followed
Ger many pilot plane's evasive maneuvers. [4.]
Abt. 1-2-45 Lt. Donald Meiers, pilot Two UFO sightings reported; one object paced plane at 360 mph.,
France ""then zoomed up into the sky." [5.]
%—l l-?:a Capt. Jack Puckett, pilot Cigar-shaped UFO maneuvered near AF transport plane
or
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Date & Location

Witnesses

Description

6-28-417 Two pilots, two intelligence Bright light source zig-zagged with bursts of speed, made 90 degree
Maxwell AFB, Alabama officers turn [6.]

6-28-417 F-51 pilot 5-6 circular UFOs in formation off right wing. [6.]

near Lake Meade, Nevada

7-6-417 B-25 crew Disc-shaped UFO below plane. [8.]

7-6-47 Pilot UFO "oscillating on its lateral axis'' shot across sky in few seconds.
Fairfield-Suisun AFB, Calif. [9.]

7-8-47 Four separate sightings by at Circular or disc-shaped UFOs sighted at 9:30 a.m., 11:50 a.m.,

Muroc AFB, Calif.

least four officers, and a crew
of technicians

12:00 noon, 3:50 p.m. [See Chronology, Sect. XI|.

8-417 Single engine pilot Hovering disc.

Media, Penna.

5-28-48 C-47 crew Three UFOs dove at transport. [10.]

Summer 1948 Major Edwin Jerome, Command  Reports tracking of UFO at about 9000 mph., by U.S. and Canadian
Labrador Pilot radar [See Section VIII, Radar].

10-15-48 F-61 crew, radar Elongated UFO which alternately moved slowly, accelerated to about
Japan 1200 mph. [See Section VIII, Radar].

11-18-48 Lt. Henry G. Combs, Lt. "Dogfight' with glowing oval UFO which put on bursts of speed up
Washington, D, C. Kenwood W. Jackson, pilots to est. 600 mph. [11.]

11-23-48 Two F-80 pilots Bright red light source, tracked on radar at 900 mph. [See Section
Fursten- Feldbruck, Germany VIII, Radar].

12-3-48 Pilot Ball of light flashed into view, ascended rapidly out of sight. [12.]
Fairfield-Suisun AFB, Calif. :

11-3-49 Capt. William H. Donnelly, pilot Four discs in "cavorting' flight

Baja, Mexico

Fall 1949 Radar officer Five apparently metallic UFOs tracked at apprax. 4500 mph.
Atomic Base [Section II]

2-2-50 Lt. Roy L. Jones B-29 pilot Chased unidentified object which was leaving smoke trail. [13.]
Davis- Monthan AFB, Arizona

3-8-50 Two F-51 pilots, several airline  Round UFO observed from ground, tracked on radar, climbed away
Dayton, Ohio pilots from interceptors through clouds. [See Section VIII, Radar].
6-21-50 S/Sgt. Ellis Lorimer (control Fiery object made several passes at the control tower. [14.]

Hamilton AFB, Calif.

tower rator), Cpl. Garland

Pryor (cto), and S/Sgt. Virgil
Cappuro

12-50 Capt. J. E. Broyles Aluminum-like oval with conical tail streaming behind, moving

near Cheyenne, Wyoming slowly.

2-14-51 Capt. J. E. Cocker, Capt. E. W, Flashing white disc observed while tracking a balloon. [15.]

Alamagordo, N .M. - Spradley, pilots

6-1-51 Unit Chief, Wright-Patterson Disc observed making rightangle turn. [Confidential report to

Dayton, Ohio AFB NICAP, certified by NICAP Director and Ass't. Director).

Summer 1951 Lt. George Kinman, F-51 pilot Large disc about twice the size of F-51 made repeated passes at

Augusta, Ga. plane.

9-10-51 Capt. Edward Ballard, Lt. Chased silvery disc which evaded them at speeds est. over 900

Sandy Hook, N.J. Wilbert S. Rogers, flying T-33 mph. [16.]

9-23-51 F-86 pilots Attempted to intercept UFO in apparent orbit at 50,000 feet. [17.]

March AFB, California

1-20-52 Two M/Sgt's, intelligence Blue-white spherical object sped below overcast; speed computed

Fairchild AFB, Wash. specialists at 1400 mph. [18.]

1-29-52 B-29 crew Disc paced bomber for 5 minutes, shot away at angle. [19.]

Wonsan, Korea

3-29-52 Lt. D. C. Brigham, T-6 pilot Watched small disc maneuver around an F-84. [See Section I].

near Misawa, Japan

4-17-52 T/Sgt. Orville Lawson, other 18 circular UFOs in group, one zig-zagging. [20.]

Nellis AFB, Nevada airmen '

g- haf-sz B-25 crew UFO paced bomber for 30 minutes. Official "unknown" [21.]
alif.

7-12-52 Captain, weather officer Reddish object with small white body lights, made 180 degree turn,

Chicago, Ill.

disappeared over horizon. [22.]
20
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Date & Location

Witnesses

Description

7-20-52 Betty Ann Behl, WAF, Weather High-speed UFOs tracked on radar during Washinﬁgn, D.C., sight-
Andrews AFB, Md. observer ings. [See Section VIII, Radar; Section XII, 1852 C onology].
T-22-52 ceeescccccccc e ce e~ Round silvery UFO spinning on vertical axis sped across 100 degrees

Uvalde, Texas

f)f sky in 48 seconds, passing between two banks of cumulus clouds.
24.]

Note: Assuming various altitudes, it is possible to compute the speed of the UFO for those altitudes:

2 miles = about 250 mph.
5 miles = about 635 mph.
10 miles = about 1270 mph.

T-23-52 Capt. Harold W, Kloth, Jr. Two blue-white objects, changed course. [25.]

South Bend, Indiana (over 2000 hours flying time)

7-23-52 F-94 pilot, others Pilot vectored in on UFO by radar, saw blue-green light, got radar

Braintree, Mass. lock-on, UFO sped away. [26.]

T-24-52 Two Pentagon Colonels in B-25 Three silvery tria.nqular UFOs sped past bomber at est. speed over

near Carson Sink, Nevada 1000 mph. Official "unknown." [27.]

7-26-52 Lt. William L. Patterson Chasing UFOs detected by CAA radar saw glowing objects all around

Washington, D, C. F-94 pilot his plane. [28.]

7-26-52 F-94 pilot Chased UFO detected by radar, saw large yellow-orange light, got
radar lock-on. UFO repeatedly pulled away at high speed, slowed
again until jet caught up. Official "unknown." [29.]

T7-28-52 Pilot, others Several UFOs tracked on radar, pilot saw fast-moving lights, which

near St. Paul, Minn. accelerated, sped away. [30.]

T-29-52 Jet pilots, reserve Colonel Jets chased two UFOs, which maneuvered around behind planes;

Albuquerque & Los Alamos,
N.M.

Colonel saw elliptical UFO. [31.]

Summer 1952 Colonel, pilot; co-pilot & scanner Investigated radar target, saw maneuverable egg-shaped object.
MacDill AFB, Florida

8-1-52 Major, 1st Lt., pilots Chased UFO detected by radar, saw and photographed circular
Dayton, Ohio object. [See Section VIII, Radar].

8-1-52 radar crew Saw dark cigar-shaped object right where radar indicated a UFO.
near Yaak, Montana [See Section VIII, Radar].

8-3-52 Lt. Duane Swimley, jet pilot; Two discs "'dogfighting,' joined by six others; took diamond forma-

Hamilton AFB, California

others

tion and mov

away. Also tracked on radar [See Section VIII,
Radar].

8-5-52 Control tower operators Dark circular UFO with brilliant white body light hovered, maneuv-
Oneida AFB, Japan ered over base, tracked on radar. [See Section VIII, Radar).
8-13-52 Capt. Stanley W, Thompson, Three V's of large bright UFOs in "perfect formation." [32.]
Tucson, Ariz. USAFR

8-24-52 Colonel, F-84 pilot Two high-speed maneuvering discs. [33.]

near Hermanas, N.M.

10-13-52 Maj. William D. Leet, on C-54 Disc hovered in clouds 7 minutes, sped away disappearing in sec-
Oshima, Japan mission onds.

10-29-52 F-94 pilots High-speed maneuvering, ""controlled" UFO evaded interceptors.
Hempstead, L. L [34.]

12-4-52 F-51 pilot Glowing object made several passes at plane, maneuvered in tight
Laredo, Texas turns, climbed steeply at high speed. [35.]

12-6-52 B-29 crew Radar-visual sighting; UFOs tracked at 8000 mph. [See Section
Gulf of Mexico VIII, Radar].

12-29-52 Col. Donald J. Blakeslee, UFO with rotating red, green and white lights, 3 fixed beams of

No. Japan Command pilot white light, outsped F-94. [36.]

1-9-53 B-29 pilots V-formation of blue-white lights approached plane, banked, climbed
Santa Ana, Calif. away. [37.]

1-26-53 Radar crew Brilliant reddish-white light tracked on radar moving slowly (12-15
New Mexico knots) into wind. [See Section VIII, Radar).

1-28-53 F-86 pilot Circular UFO accelerated away from jet, observed on ground radar.
near Albany, Ga. [See Section VIII, Radar].

1-29-53 F-94 and other pilots Gray oval UFO. [38.] -

Presque Isle, Maine

2-1-53 T-33 pilot Visual UFO sighting. [39.]

Terre Haute, Indiana

2-6-53 B-36 crew Circling UFO with flashing lights. [40.]

Rosalia, Wash.

2-7-53 F-94 pilot Radar-visual sighting of bright orange light which changed altitude
Korea pulled away from jet at high ‘speed. [See Section VIII, Radar].
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Date & Location Witnesses Description

2-11-53 C-119 crew UFO approached plane, fell back, paced plane for long period. [41.)
Tunis- Tripoli

2-13-53 B-36 crew Radar-visual UFO sightings. [42.]

Ft. Worth, Texas

2-16-53 C-417 pilots Bright red light approached plane, hovered, sped away when pursued
near Anchorage, Alaska [43.]

2-17-53 Five Air Police Red light near end of runway, climbed away rapidly when jet
Elmendorf AFB, Alaska scrambled. [44.]

3-7-53 Over 20 officers About a dozen disc-shaped UFOs dove, hovered over base, during
Yuma, Arizona gunnery meet. [45.]

Spr 1953 1st Lt. Edward B. Wilford III Dark cigar-shaped UFO leaving contrail; speed estimated at Mach 2.
Laredo, Texas (jet pilot instructor) in T-33

8-9-53 F-86 pilots Large glowing disc spotted by Ground Observer Corps, sped away
Moscow, Idaho from jets. [46.]

8-12-53 F-84 pilots Radar-visual ""cat and mouse' pursuit. UFO fled jet, turned and

Ellsworth AFB, So. Dak.

followed it back to base. [Section I].

August 26, 1953 - Air Force Regulation 200-2 issued by Secretary of Air Force: ''Intelligence. Unidentified Flyini Objects' Reporting.”
p

Paragraph 9 forbids public release of unexplained sighting
Air Force personnel instructed to discuss sighting

8. Paragraph 8 requires classification of radar-scope
8 only with ""authorized personnel."

otographs of UFOs.

(Note rapid drop-off of officially reported sightings after this date.)

11-23-53 F-89 crew F-89 chasing UFO; blips of plane and UFO merged on radar screen,
Kinross AFB, Michigan plane never found. [See Section IX].

1954 Lt. Col. USAFR, Senior Pilot Two UFOs which hovered, took evasive action

Dayton, Ohio

5-24-54 RB-29 crew Brilliant circular UFO sped below plane at est. 600 mph., photograpi«
near Dayton, Ohio by crew. Photograph never made public. [47.]

6-30-54 Control tower operators Radar-visual sighting of silvery UFO; streaked in from Gulf, circled.
Brookley AFB, Alabama moved away northeast. [48.]

7-3-54 Radar crew Nine greenish spherical UFOs, hovered, sped away, tracked at about
Albuquerque, New Mexico 2600 mph. [See Section VIII; Radar].

7-11-54 Jet bomber crews Disc paced four bombers. [49.]

Hunterdon, Pa.

7-23-54 Two jet interceptor pilots, 97th Four large glowing UFOs seen by GOC; jets closed in on one, then
Franklin, Indiana Interceptor Squadron veered away and left scene. Incident officially denied. [50.]

8-28-54 Jet interceptor pilots Radar-visual, 15 UFOs in precise triangular formation, changing to
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma semi-circular formation. [See Section VIII, Radar].

6-16-55 Dozens of interceptor pilots UFOs reported seen over wide area of Eastern U. S., jets scrambled
Eastern United States from many points. [51.]

8-23-55 Jet pilots Three round and disc-shaped UFOs, evasive maneuvers as jets tried
Cincinnati, Ohio to catch them; first detected by radar [See Section VIII; Radar).
11-24/25-56 Jet pilots Maneuverable UFOs seen widely. Unofficial reports of sightings by
Rapid City, So. Dak. 54th Fighter-Interceptor Sqdn., radar trackings. [52.]

12-56 Jet pilot Pilot got radar lock-on, chased circular UFO which climbed away at
Far East over 1800 mph. [See Section VIII; Radar].

2-27-517 Lt. J. R. Poole At radar site, UFO trailing fiery exhaust observed making several
Houston, Texas sweeps across sky at est. 2000 mph. [53.]

11-5-57 A/1C william J. Mey Elliptical UFO which accelerated and entered clouds. Report coincide
Keesler AFB, Miss. with Coast Guard Cutter Sebago sighting. [See Section VIII; Radar).
11-5-57 Maj. Louis F. Baker, others Six shiny circular UFOs maneuvering ''like planes in a dogfight.'’
Long Beach, California [54.]

4-14-58 S/Sgt. Oliver Dean About 12-18 golden orange lights, V-formation with smaller irregular

Albuquerque, New Mexico

formation on each side in steady flight. CAA reported no aircr
flights in area.

7-17-58 Control tower operator, others Reddish star-like UFO circled over base, tracked on radar. Sighting
Hokkaido, Japan officially denied. [55.]

9-8-58 Maj. Paul A, Duich, Master Elongated object tilted at angle, small satellite objects.

Offutt AFB, Nebraska Navigator, others

5-20-61 Air Police, others Radar-visual report, UFO maneuvered over base, dove and climbed.

Tyndall AFB, Florida

Reported by NICAP in summer 1961. Later analysis by Adviser Webt
determined radar reports did not coincide with visual. Reports still
unexplained. [Confidential report to NICAP. Certified by NICAP Di-
rector, Ass't ector, and Adviser Walter N. Webb].

v
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3omber Paced by UFO

(Capt. Alvah M. Reida, during his military flying career, was
wn Airplane Commander on B-26’s, B-24’s and B-29’s. At the
ime of the sighting, he was based at Kharagapur, India, in the
t68th Bomb Group, 792nd Squadron, XX Bomber Command,
v 11 quotes from his report, on file at NICAP).

‘I was on a mission from Ceylon, bombing Palembang, Sumatra.
Che date was August 10, 1944, time shortly after midnight.
Chere were 50 planes on the strike going in on the target at about
» or 3 minute intervals. My plane was the last one in on the
arget and the assignment was for us to bomb, then drop photo-
1lash bombs, attached to parachutes, make a few runs over the
arget area, photographing damage from the preceding planes.
Fhe weather was broken clouds, with an overcast above us. Our
ititude was 14,000 feet, indicated air speed about 210 mph.

‘‘While in the general target area we were exposed to sporadic
1ak fire, but immidiately after leaving this area it ceased. At
tbout 20 or 30 minutes later the right gunner and my co-pilot
*eported a strange object pacing us about 500 yards off the star-
»oard wing. At that distance it appeared as a spherical object,
»robably 5 or 6 feet in diameter, of a very bright and intense red
>r orange in color. It seemed to have a halo effect. Something
ike this:

Lol it SroriZhevy

a-

oy

‘“My gunner reported it coming in from about five o’clock
position at our level. It seemed to throb or vibrate constantly.
Assuming it was some kind of radio controlled object sent to
pace us, I went into evasive action, changing direction constantly
as much as 90 degrees and altitude about 2000 feet. It followed
our every maneuver for about 8 minutes, always holding a
position of about 500 yards out and about 2 o’clock in relation
to the plane. When it left, it made an abrupt 90 degree turn,
up and accelerating rapidly; it disappeared in the overcast.’’

Capt. Reida added: ‘‘During the strike evaluation and interro-
gation following this mission, I made a detailed report to Intelli-

gence, thinking it was some new type of radio controlled missile
or weapon.’’

Cigar-Shaped UFO Near
AF Transport

(Capt. Jack Puckett, at the time of his UFO sighting, was Flying
Safety Officer, Hdq., Tactical Air Command, 300th Base Unit,
Langley Field, Va. His duties included supervision of flying op-
erations and training, investigation of all aircraft accidents in his
command. He has served as an instructor pilot, four engine air-
craft, and flew a tour of combat in the European Theater, World
War II).

‘1 was making a scheduled flight from Langley Field, Virginia
[August 1, 1946] to MacDill Field, Tampa, Florida. At approxi-
mately 6 p.m. while flying a C-47 at 4000 feet northeast of Tampa
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I observed what I thought tobe a shooting star to the southeast over
the Atlantic Ocean. My copilot, Lt. Henry F. Glass and my engi-
neer both observed this object at the same time.

‘““This object continued toward us on a collision course at our
exact altitude. At about 1000 yards it veered to cross our path.
We observed it to be a long, cylindrical shape approximately twice
the size of a B-29, with luminous portholes.’’

The UFO seemed to be rocket propelled, Capt. Puckett stated.
The object trailed a stream of ‘‘fire’’ about one-half its own
length, and remained in sight 2 1/2 to 3 minutes.

Pilot Has “Dogfight”
With Oval Obiject

About 9:45 p.m. November 18, 1948 Lt. Henry G. Combs was
approaching Andrews AFB, Maryland, near the Nation’s Capital,
in a T-6. Suddenly he noticed an odd light over the base, 80 he
closed in to check on it. Abruptly, the light ‘‘began to take violent
evasive action.”” Repeatedly, Combs tried to close in on the
maneuvering object. But each time it would turn so sharply that
he couldn’t turn with it. '

In his official report on the incident, Lt. Combs stated: ‘I
chased the light up and down and around for about 10 minutes,
then as a last resort I made a pass and turned on my landing
lights. Just before the object made a final tight turn and headed
for the coast I saw that it was a dark gray oval-shaped object,
smaller than my T-6."’

The UFO moved at variable speeds, vertically and horizontally.
Lt. Combs estimated it traveled as fast as 600 mph.

TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER

OFFICIAL OBSERVES DISC, SHARP TURN

On June 1, 1951, about 10:00 p.m., an official at Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio, sighted an apparently disc-shaped UFO.
Because of his sensitive position, he has requested that his name
be kept confidential. The report is certified by the NICAP
Director and Assistant Director. (Note: All confidential reports
in this document, certified by NICAP officials, will be made
available to any authorized Congressional investigators.)

‘‘While driving Westnear Dayton, Ohio, I suddenly became aware
of a large blue-white light moving parallel to me. It was parallel
and to the left at 30 to 45 degrees elevation. I can best describe it
as being similar to the flame trail from a rocket power plant,
It was a clearly defined outline similar to a stubby cigar. It
was much brighter at the leading end, and gradually dimmer to-
ward the trailing end. After 10to 15 seconds it made approximate-
ly a right angle turn, became circular and even-colored, and
rapidly disappeared. 1 detected no trace of yellow, orange, red
or purple in the color. The speed was faster than an airplane,
slower than a meteor.”’

Disc Buzzes Fighter Plane

The following case was reported by Cleveland Press Aviation
Editor Charles Tracy, a former wing operations officer in the
Air Force. (Originally reported in Cleveland Press, picked up
by United Press International, July 30, 1952).

During the Summer of 1951, Lt. George Kinman was flying over
Augusta, Georgia, on a clear, sunny day. At the time, he was a
seven year flying veteran, since a jet pilot at overseas bases.

‘I was cruising at about 250 mph.,”” Lt. Kinman told Tracy.
‘““All of a sudden I noticed something ahead, closing in on me,
head on. Before I could take evasive action - before I even
thought of it, in fact - this thing dipped abruptly and passed under-
neath just missing my propeller. The thing was definitely of
disc shape. . . white. . . pretty thick. . . it looked like an
oval. . . it was about twice as big as my plane. It had no visible
protrusions like motors, guns, windows, smoke or fire.”’

Lt. Kinman swung his F-51 around, but the disc was out of
sight. Within about 15 seconds, he said, the disc came at him
again, dipping at the last minute. This performance was repeated
several times for a period of 5 to 10 minutes. Finally, on its
last pass, the UFO zoomedupward instead of down, just missing
his canopy.
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11 March 1958

Ma jor Donald E. Keyhoe, Director
National Investigating Committee
on Aerial Phenomena

Washington, D. C.

Dear Major Keyhoe:

long before your book, "Flying Saucers Are Real",

wvas published, my B-17 and my crev and I were kept conp;ny
by a "Foo Fighter", a small amber disc, all the wvay from

genfurt, Austria to the Adriatic 80:. This occurred on
a "“lone voif“ missien at night, as I recall, in
1944 in the 15th Air Force, Sth.wing 2nd Bomb Group. The
intelligence officer who dobriorod us stated that it wvas a
new German fighter but could not explain why it did not fire
at us or, 1f it was reporting eur heading, altitude and air-
speed, why'vb did not receive anti-aircra}t fire.

On about 13 October 1952, while I was copilot on a
C-54% Troop Carrier mission out o} Tachikawva and heading
South toward Oshima at dusk, I noticed in the strato-cumu-
lus formation Westward what appearod to be a perfectly
round cloud. After watching it for about a minute, and
deciding it wasn't a eleud, I called it to the attontion
of the pilot and onginnor. The pilot was intent upon his
flight plan but the engineer got several good glimpses of
the objcct. ‘Seven minutes after I first saw it, it teok
an elliptical shape and sped off to the West, disnppoaring
within a few seconds, toward Mount Fuji.

While atationed at McClellan AFB near Sacramento,
California from July, 1955 to December, 1957, I noticed 2
tremendous number of luminous blup-groon objects trans-
cending the sky from horizon to horizon in an instant. On
an AOC mission one night eff the California Coast I had
the raéio operator report sueh an observation. He, and
a day or two later one of our intelligence otfficers told
me that the same object was reported by an airline pilot.

As a crusader for truth I believe that I understand
the difficulties under wvhich you and your associates labor,
and I would like to offer my services. I am coming to Wash-
ington soon for an appointment with Senator Cooper and if it
is not inconvenient would like an appointment with ydbu. I
am enclosing a copy of Form 57 fer your information.

‘4/ Sincerely, ‘/&‘




Radar, Pilot, Spot Elliptical UFO

One of the former Project Blue Book personnel who have visited
INICAP 1is Don Widener. During 1952, he was a Staff Sergeant,
sSenior information specialist in the Strategic Air Command,
stationed with the 809th Air Base Group, MacDill AFB, Florida.
Mr. Widener was assisting a Captain who was doing investigative
work. When the Captain was called off base, Widener kept track
of all sightings in the area for Project Blue Book.

Extracts from a letter to NICAP signed by Mr. Widener:

‘‘One of the key sightings which I was involved in was a radar
sighting in the summer of 1952. Captain was off base
and the operations officer notified me of the UFO, which radar
had picked up at 40,000 feet proceeding at a speed of 400 knots.
A check showed only two aircraft in the area; one a commercial
airliner 300 miles out and the other a B-29 on the downwind leg
to land.

The B-29 was piloted by a Colonel who reported he had five
hours fuel and would investigate. The craft searched until mid-
night and finally reported a visual sighting at 20,000 feet. The
object was at 40,000 feet flying at about 220 knots. The sighting
was witnessed by the co-pilot and scanner. The Colonel and other
witnesses described the object as a glowing white light shaped
like a football. The B-29 turned to give chase, but the object
reversed its field and disappeared at high speed. . . The weather
that night was excellent. Bright moonlight, noinversion. Perfect
for flying.’”’

Jet Instructor Observes

Circling UFO

A former Air Force jet pilot instructor, in a signed report to
NICAP, detailed a sighting of a cigar-shaped UFO which left a
contrail of constant length. 1st Lt. Edward B, Wilford ITI, a
West Point graduate, was on a maintenance test flight in a T-33
from Laredo AFB, Texas, in about April 1953,

‘*While flying, I noticed a contrail at least 100 miles southeast
coming in my direction. I had previously seen B-36’s in our
area, but within 5 minutes the contrail approached so rapidly
that I thought it must be a B-47.”” He had just passed through
20,000 feet in a climbing spiral over the field.

Lt. Wilford gave the following log of the sighting:

T. First sighting, 100+ miles ESE of Laredo. [Approached

from over Gulf in direction of Corpus Christi].

T+5. Passed north of air base (my altitude, approx. 25,000
ft.)

T+10. Almost out of sight WNW of Laredo (my altitude 30,000
ft.), appeared to make 90 degree left turn.

T+17. Passed south of Laredo. I passed object through sun,
but could not see any wing or tail structures. (My
altitude, approx. 35,000 ft.)

T+20. Passed north of Laredo. I saw waves in contrail for
first time. (My altitude, 37,000 ft. +)

T+25. Contrail disappeared to NW 100 miles away. (My
altitude 41,000 ft. +).

Part of the time the UFO was sharply outlined, appearing as a
‘solid brown cigar-shaped object with contrail beginning one
ship length behind,’”’ Lt. Wilford stated. ‘‘The contrail was a
constant 2-1/2 or 3 ship lengths, disappearing as rapidly as it was
forming, thus keeping constant length.’’

Based on the fact that the visibility at altitude exceeded 100
miles, Lt. Wilford estimated the UFO’s speed at 1200 m.p.h.
After circling the base, it took the UFO 5 minutes to speed out of
sight to the NW. The object was as much as 45-50 degrees above
his plane, and when he reached 40,000 feet it still seemed to be
at least 20,000 feet above him. '

Pilot Reports Two "Intelligently
Controlled” Obijects

In a letter to NICAP, Lt. Col. Richard T. Headrick, USAFR,
Senior Pilot, described briefly a sighting of two UFOs in Dayton,
Ohio, during 1954. A full report was made at the time to Project
Blue Book. Col. Headrick outlined his views in this manner:

1. ‘“‘Saucers exist. (I saw two).
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2. They were intelligently controlled or operated.

(Evasive tactics, formation flight, hovering flight.)

3. They are not propelled on any thermodynamic principle.
(No contrails while jet intercept aircraft left heavy ones).
4. They are mechanisms rather than hallucinations, optical
illusions, natural phenomena.

Col. Headrick added his evaluation of UFOs in general:
5. They are not U.S. secret weapons, for if they were, many
contracts I am now working on would be dropped. [56.] Also
they would not fly outside military test reservations.

6. They are not Russian for similar reasons. Russians have
complained about their flying over their borders. They would
not risk malfunction over our territory.

7. 1 presume they are extraterrestrial.

8. Provided they are, interstellar navigation would likely
present little more complication than navigation within our
solar system. Therefore, discussion on whether or not
planets in the solar system are capable of supporting life are
not material.

9. Judging from all evidence I have read, personal contact
has not yet been established either on the ground or by radio
transmission.”

o —— @ —
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OfFfutt AFB

OMAHA, NEBRASKA
SEPTEMBER 8, 1958

l. UFO first appeared as vapor streak, bright flare
of 1ight. Then turned red-orange, solid shape
became distinct. Black specks appeared, cavorted,
near lower end.

2. Specks disappeared, object tilted to L5 degrees
from horizontal, began moving slowly WSW.

3. Object tipped to horizontal, then as it moved into
dfstance tilted upwards again.

SAC Officers Watch
UFO With Satellite Obijects

At SAC headquarters in 1958, a group of officers, airmen,
and missile engineers observed an elongated UFO with satellite
objects for about 20 minutes. The case was reported to NICAP by
Major Paul A. Duich, USAF (Ret.), one of the witnesses, who was
then on active duty. Until recently, Major Duich was an Air
Force Master Navigator, accumulating 4000 flying hours and
300 combat hours. During World War II he was one of those who
saw ‘‘foo-fighters,’”’ while crew member of a B-29 making bomb
runs on Japan.

The time was approximately 1840. The date: 8 September

1958. I had just ordered dinner at the Officers Club, Strategic

Air Command Headquarters, Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha,
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Mr. Richard Hall

NICAP
1536 Connecticut Avenue N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hall:

Pardon my delay in answering your letter of August 27 reqesting in-
formation on UFOs seen by B-29 crews during World War 1I.

1 was a group intelligence officer stationed on Tinian, and the cases
I recall were all night-time sightings.

These lights, ranging from green to orange and yellow, would approach
and move along with the bombers for several minutes at a time before
breaking off. The crews were sure they were not reflections on plexi-
glass, or stars, or the moon.

I recall of no case where an aircraft or form was distinguished as
such, just the lights.

These "Foo-fighters' were so common, that they were discussed in the
various unit publications around the island.

I also remember no discussions about the possibility of space-craft;
just strange unidentified lights.

It is hoped that this small bit of fragmentary information may be of
help.

Very truly yours,

M

WIJr:v Wayne Thomas, Jr.
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Nebraska. 1 excused myself from my friend and co-worker,
Major , and went out the side door tocross
the open space between the club and the Visiting Officers Quar-
ters next door. I wanted to buy a newspaper in the lobby of the
VOQ to read after dinner.

A8 1 crossed the open area, something caught my eye.
Glancing up and to the west, Inoticed what appeared to be a short
vapor trail inanotherwise clear, blue sky. There were no clouds.
The sun had just set. I continued walking but somehow that vapor
trail didn’t register properly. I have seen thousands of vapor
trails but this one was peculiar. I1did a double take at that point
for swddenly the short ‘vapor trail’ became a brilliant source
of light, much the same as a magnesium flare. I stopped dead
in my tracks and watched.

The light was intense, but the ‘‘vapor trail’’ hung motionless.
Even a short trail shows generation and dissipation as the air-
craft moves across the sky. I watched for several minutes--
maybe 2 or 3--before I called to another officer: ‘‘Hey, what
do you make of that?’, pointing to the spot in the sky. He
replied, ‘‘Looks like a short vapor trail.”’ I pointed out that it
wasn’t moving or growing or diminishing in size. He stopped
to gape and several others joined us.

By then, I decided this called for a better look. What we
all agreed, rather quickly, was that the vapor was reflecting
sunlight, the effect being similar to a sun-dog, even though the
sun had already slipped below the horizon.

As the small crowd gathered, I hurried into the VOQ office
and called the Offutt tower. I asked the tower operator to look
west, about 30 degrees from the horizontal and tell me what he
saw.

‘‘Looks like a short vapor trail. Very odd.”’

‘‘Vapor trail my foot! Look at it now.”’

I could see it through the window as I talked to the tower op-
erator. The glow was now diminishing and changing to a dull
red-orange and at the same time the fuzzy appearance gradually
took on a solid look, in the distinct shape of a pencil or slender
cigar. The upper end was blunter than the lower end.

By then all those in the office were curious and we all stepped
outside to join the 10 or 20 others who had gathered to gape at
the thing. All of a sudden we all started checking each others
faces for some silly reason--for assurance of reality, perhaps,
for as we watched there appeared at the lower end of the object
a swarm of black specks cavorting every which way, much like
a swarm of gnats. This procedure continued for a minute or
80 before they (the black specks) disappeared.

Then the object, which had hung motionless on the same spot,
slowly changed attitude from an upright position to a 45 degree
angle with the horizontal and started moving slowly toward the
west. At the same time there was no drastic change in the
coloring, but a perceptible color change did take place. It re-
mained a dull orange-red color and continued its westerly
movement.

We watched in awe for several minutes--perhaps 5--andthen
the object changed attitude, again very gradually, until its
longitudinal axis appeared parallel to the horizon. The westward
movement continued, slightly to the southwest. The apparent
size of the object diminished gradually and the color faded.
About 5 minutes before we lost it completely (as it faded into
the haze just above the horizon) the object changed attitude
again, back toward the 45 degree position, but not quite.

As it continued on its westerly path, it maintained this last
attitude until completely swallowed up by the haze. It never did
drop below the horizon--just faded away. The fading, of course,
was due to the many miles of hazy atmosphere between us and
the object. The sky was cloudless, but the western horizon
did have a slight haze, readily apparent against the bright
background.

About 10 minutes after I sighted the object, a full colonel set
up a tripod and 35 mm camera with color film and took several
Photographs of the object. He later denied getting any successful
exposures after I asked him on several occasions.

Immediately after the object faded away, we asked one another
what it was we saw. The popular answer was, ‘‘I don’t know, but
I saw something.”’

The crowd was composed of airmen, officers and civilians
(at least 25 officers and airmen were present). Several of the
officers (and possibly a few civilians) were from the Air Force

217

Ballistic Missile Division in Los Angeles. Several more, like
myself, were Operations personnel engaged in a SAC planning
session at the time. All except a few of the airmen were
seasoned, veteran flyers or highly trained missile engineers.
We concluded that what was seen by all was no conventional
vehicle, nor was it an atmospheric phenomenon.

I collected a few names of individuals present, as I intended
to report the UFO to the proper authorities. I called the filter
center and reported the facts over the telephone in the presence
of a fellow officer and co-worker. I was told that I would be
contacted for interview within 48 hours by ATIC [Air Technical
Intelligence Center] representatives. I am still waiting--5-1/2
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SECTION IV

Army, Navy & Marine Corps

The other armed services, required by law to channel UFO
reports to the Air Force, have also contributed some important
cases to the public record. It is impossible to determine how
many additional military reports have not been made public.
Several of the cases in this section, however, strongly suggest
that the on-the-record reports are only a small sample.

Several Navy cases can be detailed here primarily because of
the background and personal connections of the NICAP Director.
As a graduate of the U. S. Naval Academy (class of 1920) and
former Marine Corps aircraft and balloon pilot, Major Keyhoe
knows many active and retired officers, including Admirals who
have held important positions. Some have taken an active part,
supporting NICAP’s investigations.

Rear Admiral Delmer S. Fahrney, USN (Ret.) - still a NICAP
member - served for a time as Chairman of the Board of Gov-

ernors. Adm. Fahrney, credited with important aeronautical and
guided missile development work, has obtained several highly
significant UFO reports from his associates in aerospace ac-
tivities.

Vice Admiral R. H. Hillenkoetter, USN (Ret.), a long-time
acquaintance of Major Keyhoe, also served onthe NICAP Board of
Governors for five years. His service as a former Director of
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), coupled with a distin-
guished Naval record in war and peace, cause his statements
about UFOs to be of unusual interest. In 1960, Adm. Hillenkoetter
said the UFOs appeared to be intelligently controlled. ¢‘‘They
wouldn’t be maneuvering accidentally. I think they are under in-
telligent guidance from all things seen.’”’ In 1961, Adm. Hillen-
koetter joined with a majority of the NICAP Board in urging a

Congressional investigation of the UFO problem.

Hq Sq Sec, First Air Force
Mitchel Air Force Base, NY
20 September 1957

Mr. Donald E. Keyhoe
Director NICAP

1536 Connecticut Ave, N. W,
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The following is a quote:

"Sighting of unconventional objects was made at Ft. Devens, Mass.
between 2015 and 2055 hours, 17 Sep 57. Sky conditions varied from clear
to partly scattered clouds. During the period a total of 8 objects, round
in shape, were sighted from the ground. One went from East to West
and then South. Two went from West to Northeast. Two went from East
to West. One from West to East.

‘' Exact time for each of the foregoing sightings was not reported,
but they are listed in the order which sighted. Sometime after the sight-
ings were made two conventional aircraft were sighted in the area and
identified as such.

' The color of the unidentified objects was orange, speed unknown,
but reportedly faster than conventional aircraft and approximately of
jet aircraft.

' Altitude of objects varied with the lowest altitued estimated §, 000
feet. Just one object was sighted at this altitude, the remaining 7
appeared to be considerably higher. The objects made no sound and
left no vapor trail. Bedford Air Force Base reported that they had only
one jet aircraft up during the period. The Fort Devens Airport Duty
Officer reported sighting a jet aircraft which was further to the north
than the unidentified objects. These objects which changed direction
did so0 in a gradual swing. All objects except the first one sighted
agpeared in steady flight. The {irst object appeared to be oscillating
up and down. Lights utilized by conventional aircraft were not sighted
on the objects. The objects appeared to be very small in size. The
G-2 at Fort Devens reported that the objects were sighted by several
people in one area and two people from a different location. "

UNSL\SEIFIZD

FEADQUARTERS
KAGNEW STATION
AFO 843, New York, New York
KXS2.001 11 Pebruary 1957
SUBJECT: Unidentified Objects

T0: Chief, US Army Security Agency
Arlington Fall Station
Arlington 12, Virginia
ATTN: GAS22

1. The following, a summary of statements given by several members
of this organization pertaining to unusual objects in the sky, is sub-
mitted for your information and any action deemed necessary.

2. At approximately 1045 hours, 21 January 1957, M/ Sgt Billy J.
Woodruff, Sgt Frank Haverly, SP2 Robert O. Clewell, SP2 George R. Dean
and SP3 Gerald L. Femnell, while retwrning to the 4th USASA Operations
Area, noticed an unusual object in the sky. M/Sgt Woodruff was the first
to see it, and brought it to the attention of the others. They all
stated that at first they thought it was an airplane flying either direct-
ly towvard or directly away from them, at an altitude of about 2000 feet.
However, upon further observation they saw that it was not a plane, but
rather an object with the appearance of a large shiny metal ball. The
object was not moving, and even after they had changed their position on
ground several times, the object still appeared to be motionless and to
have the same shape. Suddenly the object disappeared. A few minutes
later they saw what they believed to be the same or a similar object.
This time the object acted in the same manner as stated above; it remain-
ed motionless for a fev minutes and then suddenly disappeared. Later in
the day K/Sgt Woodruff and Capt Jesse M. Strong observed two brownish
objects maneuvering in close formation at high altitude. They first
thought the objects to be birds; then one of the objects broke formation
and took off at a right angle from the other object, in level flight,
at a very high rate of speed. M/Sgt Woodruff stated that he knev that
it vas not a bird because it was disk shaped.

3. Several other persons have reported unusual objects in the sky,
both prior to and after this incident, but their statements have been
hasy and of little value, because the objects were alvays seen during
the hours of darkness, and no clear discription could be given.

POR THE COMMANDER:

/s/James A. Vamcie

/WINVES A. MUNCIE
Capt, MI(Arty)
Intelligence Officer



Rear Admiral Herbert B, Knowles, USN (Ret.), currently is
a NICAP Board Member. Adm. Knowles held important submarine
commands in WorldWar II. He hasalso been active in encouraging
witnesses to report sightings to NICAP.

Major Keyhoe also has obtained information on UFO sight-
ings and official attitudes from top-level Naval officers on active
duty in the Pentagon. Other Navy and Marine Corps officers on

active duty contact him from time to time, and report personm!
sightings or related information.

NICAP has fewer connections with Army personnel, but som:
Army cases are on record. Of particular interest are two un-
classified Army Intelligence Reports describing UFO activity.
These were submitted to NICAP by members in the armed
services.

OTHER MILITARY SIGHTINGS

ARMY

Date & Location

Witness

Description

Summer 1944
Normandy, France

George Todt, now Los Angeles
columnist, other officers

Pulsating red object approached front lines, hovered, moved away.

White Sands, N.M.

8:00 p.m.

October 1944 Capt. J. B. Douglas, Jr., 489th Brilliant light source observed moving across sky for 45 minutes.
Holland Field Artillery.

3-13-50 Maj. Herbert W. Taylor, USAR Droning sound heard; saucer-shaped object descended, hovered,
Clarksburg, Calif. (Signal Corps) swayed back and forth; later sped away. [1]

3-17-50 Capt. Clayton J. Boddy, USA (Ret.), Shiny ''saucer-like discs' cavorted around sky, hovered, moved with
Farmington, N. M. Army Engineers; dozens of others sudden bursts of speed. (2]

1-21-57 M/Sgt. Billy J. Woodruff, others. Two separate sightings; one of a disc which accelerated rapidly.
Army Base, (See above)

A.P.O., N.Y.

5-12-57 Lt. Col. Samuel E. Craig, USAR Round blue-green UFO viewed below observers' altitude moving at
Nr. La Sal, Utah high speed. [3]

9-17-57 First Army Intelligence Report Eight round "'unconventional objects' observed, one UFO oscillating
Ft. Devens, Mass. up and down. (See above)

11-3-57 Army Jeep Patrol Egg-shaped UFO descended slowly, brightened and appeared to land.
White Sands, N.M. 3:00 a.m. [Section XII; Nov. 1957 Chronology]

11-3-57 Separate Army jeep patrol, Hovering UFO took o1 at 45 degree angle, pulsating. [Section XII;

Nov. 1957 ChronologyJ

NAVY & MARINE CORPS

March 1945 U.S.A.T. Delarof (attack transport) Dark sphere observed rising out of ocean, circled, flew away.

Maé 1946 Lt. (j.g.) Andrew A, Titcomb, Elliptical UFO banked overhead. [Section1.]

LaGrange, Florida gunnery and radar officer

6-29-47 C. J. Zohn, Naval rocket expert Silvery disc observed moving northward at estimated 10,000 feet.
White Sands, N.M. [4]

Summer 1947 Cmdr. L. H. Witherspoon Disc-like UFO flashed over airport. [5]

Pittsburgh, Kansas

7-3-49 Cmdr. M. B. Taylor, pilot Disc maneuvered over air show

Longview, Wash.

2-22-50 Pilots, ground observers, radar at Two glowing objects streaked over field at height too great for pur-
Key West, Fla. Naval Air Station suit. (From USAF Intelligence Report). [6]

3-16-50 C.P.O. Charley Lewis Oblong disc approached B-36, followed under it briefly, sped away
Dallas, Texas at 45 degree angle. (7]

6-24-50 Navy transport pilot and crew Cigar-shaped object maneuvered above desert, also seen by airline

Nr. Daggett, Calif. -

pilots.

7-11-50 Lt. (j.g.) J. W. Martin, pilot; enlisted Domed disc crossed path of Navy planes, confirmed by radar

Nr. Osceola, Ark. pilot R, E. Moore

Fall 1951 Fleet radar sighting UFO circled fleet, paced aircraft, departed at over 1000 mph.
Korea [Section VIII; Radar]

1-21-52 Navy TBM pilot Chased dome-shaped UFO which turned, accelerated, pulled away.

Mitchel AFB, N. Y.

(8]

6-52
Tombstone, Ariz.

Lt. Cmdr. John D. Williams,
pilot

Domed disc, made sharp turns, "unbelievable' speeds

T7-2-52

Nr. Tremonton, Utah

C.P.O. Delbert C. Newhouse, aviation

photographer

Group of 12-14 maneuvering discs; 16 mm. color movies obtained.
[Section VIII; photographs|]

1953

Squadron of carrier-based attack
planes

Rocket-shaped UFO swooped down, hovered over flight; sped away
when pursued

-

30



-9-53 Lt. Ed Balocco, USMC; pilot Rocket-like object chased in jet for 3-4 minutes; white with red

lirginia-No. Car. glow at rear

order

1-7-53 Lt. (j.g.); FG-1D pilot UFO sped under plane, pulled up, climbed out of sight. (cf., Section

fandalia, Ohio V; July 4-5, 1961

-4-54 Marine details Story broke this date that red-lighted UFOs had hovered, maneuv-

wantico, Va. ered over base for past six nights. [9]

I-24-54 Capt. Don Holland, USMC, pilot Round UFO descended, hovered at about 3000 feet; pilot banked to

“lorida attempt gun camera photos, UFO sped away. (Report verified by
Gen. William G. Manly, USMC).

-14-54 Maj. Charles Scarborough, USMC Sixteen UFOs in groups, evaded pursuit by jets

ir. Dallas, Texas

Vinter 1954 John A. Potter, Marine Corps

Formation of about seven discs, moved with side-to-side oscillation.

>ohang, Korea weather observer [Section XII]

955 Cmdr.; pilot, missile expert Disc with illuminated dome on top paced aircraft

7irginia, Near

Vashington, D. C.

.2-11-55 Navy jet pilots, others Dogfight with round, orange-red UFO; confirmed on radar

ir. Jacksonville, Fla.

956 Cmdr., Senior pilot; other flight Large disc climbed up to R7V-2, paced it, pulled away

Jorth Atlantic Crews as passengers

}-15-57 Eugene S. Allison, Chief Aviation Disc-shaped UFO hovered, rocked back and forth, ascended rapidly
Voodland Hills, Calif. Pilot (ret)

'-12-59 Albert Guerrero, electronics mechanic, Three round lights, apparently oscillating discs, maneuvered SW of

U.S. Naval Ordnance Test Station,
China Lake

\r. Ridgecrest, Calif.

Test Station.

10]

|0-20-59 Two enlisted men (names on file) Star-like UFO slowed, joined by second at high speed; two objects
{ey West Florida sped away. [11]
-10-62 Confidential Report (certified by Disc buzgzed Naval Air Station

Vew Iberia, La. NICAP Director & Ass't Director)

UFOs Observed by Navy & Marine Corps Pilots

July 3, 1949. Longview, Wash.; Cmdr. M. B. Taylor, USN
(former Officer-In-Charge of guided missile work under R. Adm.
D. S. Fahrney) was giving the commentary at the beginning of an
air show at Longview Fairgrounds, when he and others spotted an
object above a sky-writing biplane. The UFO moved against the
wind with an undulating motion, made right-angle turns and ap-
peared like a discus of bright metal when viewed through field
zlasses. Cmdr. Taylor estimated its size as equal to a 50-foot
object at an altitude of 20,000 feet. Among those who watched
it and confirmed his description were many qualified airmen.
While they saw but one object, others in the surrounding area
reported seeing up to a dozen UFOs at the same time. Cmdr.
Taylor concluded, ‘‘The sighting was definitely of some flying
object unlike anything then or even presently [1957] known.”

June 24, 1950. The crews of two commercial airliners
and a Navy transport sighted a cigar-shaped object about 100
miles northeast of Los Angeles, Calif. The pilot of the Navy
plane (name confidential) spent 22 years in Naval aviation and
now is8 a project administrator with a West Coast electronics
firm. He was alerted by a United Airlines pilot who had seen the
object and they both discussed the matter with CAA (now FAA)
ground stations at Daggett and Silver Lake, Calif. The co-pilot
of the Navy plane was the first to see it, and pointed it out to
the pilot and navigator.

The pilot described the object as cigar-shaped, dark gray or
gunmetal in color and giving off a faint shimmering heat radia-
tion appearance at the tail end. He judged its apparent size as
about 1/8th that of the full moon. Estimated altitude 50,000-
100,000 feet, speed 1000-1500 mph. for the three minutes it was
in view. At first it was traveling north, but then turned west
presenting a tail end view as it sped out of sight.

Signed report on file at NICAP, (Case certified by Paul
Cerny, Chairman, Bay Area NICAP Subcommittee).

July 11, 1950. Near Osceola, Arkansas, the crews of two
Navy planes saw a disc-shaped UFO whose presence was con-
firmed by airborne radar. Lt. (j.g.) J. W. Martin, enlisted pilot
R. E. Moore, and electronics technician G. D. Wehner said the
object first appeared as a round ball, ahead and to the left of

31

their planes. As it crossed their flight path, disappearing in
the distance to the right, the UFO resembled ‘‘a World War I
helmet seen from the side, or a shiny, shallow bowl turned
upside down.’”’ Wehner said he ‘‘caught it on the radar scope;’’
at the closest point, it was estimated to be about a mile away.
12

[ ]June, 1952. Tombstone, Ariz. Lt. Cmdr. John C., Williams,
USN (Ret.), his wife, Josephine, and a guest were watching the
sunset when they saw ‘‘a huge circular object flying toward us
from the direction of Tucson. . . Suddenly it stopped in mid-
flight, seemed to hover, then reversed its direction and retraced
its course. In a matter of seconds, however, it returned,
stopped again, appeared to oscillate and tilt from one side to
another. Again it reversed itself and apparently returned in the
same straight line. It reappeared and acted in exactly the same
manner two or three times.’”’ Cmdr.Williamsgraduated from the
Naval Academy in 1919, completed flight training at Pensacola
in 1922 and spent 10 years flying with the Navy. In a 1956 letter
to the NICAP Director, he stated, ‘‘We had a perfectly clear view
of the object which looked something like a cup and saucer, or a
derby hat. Its speed was unbelievable. . . it diminished to a
tiny speck [the last time it flew away] and then out of sight in
the space of about four seconds.’’

1953. During off-shore combat maneuvers, a squadron of
carrier based Navy AD-3 attack planes was approached by a
rocket-shaped UFO which swooped down on the flight from above.
The object levelled off about 1000 feet overhead, slowed and paced
the aircraft. When the Squadron Commander led his flight in
pursuit of the UFO, it turned sharply so that its tail was pointed
away, and shot upwards out of sight in seconds. (Confidential
report acquired by Adm. Fahrney, Adviser Lou Corbin),

Feb. 3, 1953. A Marine Corps fighter pilot, alerted by a Navy
signal tower at Norfolk, Va., chased a silver object which had
been sighted from the ground over an area near the Virginia-
North Carolina border. After cruising in his FOF Panther for
half an hour without seeing anything unusual, 1st Lt. Ed Balocco
was returning to his base., ‘“Over Washington, North Carolina,’’
he said, ‘‘I saw what looked like an airplane with red lights which




appeared below me. I was cruising at about 20,000 feet. What
caused me tolookback at the object was the fact that it moved from
below me 10,000 feet vertically in a matter of seconds.’’

He turned and chased the object at better than 500 mph., but
was unable to gain on it. Balocco estimated the UFO was about
10 miles from him during the 3-4 minute chase. At that distance,
he said, it appeared about 1/4’’ wideandabout 3’’ long. ‘‘The ob-
ject was the color of white heat and it threw out a red glow behind
it. It hadtworedlightsonthe left hand side, bounding and flashing
off the end, encirclinganarc.’”’ The Marine officer said he seemed
to gain on the object for a time, but it then dropped from his
altitude and disappeared toward the coast.

Another pilot involved in the search, Capt. ThomasW. Riggs,
reported he sighted an object flying low near the Carolina coast,
but couldn’t identify it. [13]

September 7, 1953. Near Vandalia, Ohio, U.S. Navy Reserve
Lt. ““S.D.S.”” was flying to Indianapolis from Columbus with his
wingman, both in FG-1D Corsairs. Shortly after 8 p.m., he
‘“‘noticed a brilliant white flashing light pass directly below us
from south to north, traveling extremely fast at about 2000 feet.”’
He was at 4000 feet. ‘‘I called my wingman, but he did not see it.
After passing beneath us, it pulled up and climbed rapidly out of
sight to the north. The light was much like burning magnesium.

‘‘Returning from Indianapolis (about 9 p.m.) I wasleading the
flight. I noticed the same brilliant white light at 12 o’clock high
and called my wingman again. This time he saw it. It stayed
motionless relative to the airplane’s movement for about two min-
utes, then disappeared. It reappeared again quickly at 9 o’clock
level. It again remained motionless for about two minutes
and then dove and pulled up ahead of us and climbed out of sight.
At no time were we close enough to see any concrete object or
shape. Both of us were at a 1oss to explain this phenomenon.’’

(Case reported by L. H, Stringfield, Ground Observer Corps
official; see Section VII)

e Jorgensen
42,000 Ft.

6 miles
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May 14, 1954, Near Dallas, Texas, a flight of Marine Corps
jets led by Maj. Charles Scarborough, was headed north in mid-
afternoon. At a point 6 miles west of the city, Major Scarborough
sighted 16 unidentified objects in groups of four, dead ahead but
at higher altitude, 15 degrees above. He radioed Capt. Roy
Jorgensen, whose jet he had in sight by its contrail. Captain
Jorgensen, at higher altitude, saw the UFOs below his left wing.
Just as the two pilots tried tobox in the UFOs, Major Scarborough
saw them fade from glowing white to orange and disappear, ap-
parently speeding away due north. (See sketch) Based on Captain
Jorgensen’s position the UFOs were 3 miles ahead of Major
Scarborough’s plane, and 15 degrees above him. Triangulation
shows that the UFOs were at about 32,000 feet.

1855. A Navy Commander stationed at Anacostia Naval Air
Station, was flying over Virginia, when he lboked back over his
shoulder and saw a huge disc flying formation on him, about 75
feet away. The Commander, also a Navy missile expert, de-
scribed it as ‘‘two saucers, face to face,”’ apparently metallic
about 100 feet in diameter, thick at the center with a domed top
through which shone an amber light. When he tried to ease his
plane in for a closer look, the disc tilted upward and accelerated
away, leaving the clouds swirling behind it. (Report acquired by
Rear Adm. Delmer S. Fahrney, USN, Ret.)

Dec. 11, 1955. At about 9 p.m., along the Atlantic Coast near
Jacksonville, Florida, a fast-maneuvering, round, orange-red ob-
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ject was reported by the crews of two airliners and by persouns
on the ground. Two Navy jets, on a night practice mission,
were directed to the area by the Jacksonville Naval Air Station
control tower. The jets located the object, but when they at-
tempted to close in, it shot up to 30,000 feet and then dived back,
circling and buzzing the jets, while Naval Air Station officers and
tower controlers watched via radar. (Reported by Capt. Joe
Hull, Capital Airlines pilot).

1956. A Navy R7V-2 Super Constellation, approaching
Gander, Newfoundland, on its way from the other side of the
Atlantic, carried its regular crew, the relief crew and two other
crews being returned home from foreignduty -- almost 30 airmen
in all. The senior pilot, a Commander, spotted a cluster of lights
below and an estimated 25 miles ahead; this was confirmed by
the co-pilot, navigator, radioman, and several others called to
the cockpit for the purpose. As the pilot banked to give them a
better look, the lights dimmed and several colored rings appeared
and began to spread out. At this point, the Commander realized
the lights were not on the ocean surface, but climbing toward
him. He levelled out and began a full-power climb, in an effort
to avoid what by this time looked like a giant disc. Just before
the impact was due, the disc tilted, slowed and went by the trans-
port’s wing. As the Navy pilot began a bank, he saw the disc was
flying alongside, about 100 yards away. He estimated its diameter
as 3-4 times his plane’s wingspan (370-500 feet) and thickness as
at least 30 feet at the center. It looked like one dish atop another.
Gradually the object pulled away then tilted upward, accelerated
and was lost to sight among the stars. After it left, the pilot
contacted Gander by radio and was informed they had watched
both his aircraft and the other object on radar, but were unable
to get a radio reply from the other ‘‘aircraft.”’

(Report acquired by Rear Adm. DelmerS. Fahrney USN, Ret.)

August 15, 1957. InWoodlandHills, Calif., Eugene E. Allison,
Chief Aviation Pilot (ret.), his wife, son and a relative were
around the family swimming pool, late in the afternoon, when they
saw what appeared to be a solid white disc-shaped object hovering
between two drifting cirro-stratus clouds. After about six min-
utes, ‘‘the object appearedto rock from side to side, rising straight
up out of sight in approximately three seconds’’ according to the
10-year Navy veteran and Pensacola graduate. [14]

July 10, 1862. On the U. S. Naval Auxiliary Air Station, New
Iberia, La., a Navy man (name confidential) was watching a group
of S-2 Trackers inthe landing pattern. ‘‘Suddenly, a discus shaped
object came in very fast and low about 1500 feet, slowed over the
area of the runway and hangar, and then went out of sight while
climbing at a 20 degree to 30 degree angle. It passed across the
station heading northeast, and as it came directly ahead, 1 stopped
the car to try to time it. It was accelerating rapidly at this
time, however. The only unusual feature of the object, aside from
the fact that it was no conventional aircraft, was a rotating dome
on top that appeared to be equally divided into two sections, one
half light gray in color, the other halfblack. The estimated speed
of rotation was about 90 rpm.’”’ [15]
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3. Report on file at NICAP
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. True; December 1952

. Ruppelt, Edward J., Report on Unidentified Flying Objects.
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9. United Press; January 4, 1954
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SECTION V

PILOTS & AVIATION EXPERTS

If UFOs had not been reported by pilots of scheduled air-
liners, and military pilots in operation all over the globe, there
might be some justification in writing off reports of ground ob-
servers as mistaken observations. For, if unknown objects are
maneuvering in our skies, pilots would be among the most likely
to see them. (Others whose professions cause them to spend many
hours watching the skies, such as General Mills Corporation
balloon trackers, also have reported numerous UFOs. [1])

Airline and military pilots are among the most experienced
observers of the sky. Their profession requires them to spend
hundreds of hours per year in the air. Few, if any, occupations
require more practical knowledge of weather, other aircraft, and
unusual activity such as missile tests. Undoubtedly, few groups
of observers have seen more meteors or watched planets under
a wider variety of sky conditions. In addition, professional pilots
normally are trained in rapid identification of anything which may
endanger a flight. Therefore, it is significant that airline and
military pilots have reported a large number of totally unexplained
UFO sightings.

Recognizing that airline pilots have special training and are
in a unique position for observation, the Defense Department in-
cludes them in the military system of reporting vital intelligence
sightings (CIRVIS), as detailed in the Joint Chiefs regulation
JANAP-146(D). [See Section IX.] In 1954, the groundwork for
CIRVIS reports was laid by meetings between representatives of
the airlines and Military Air Transport Service (MATS) intelli-
gence branch. The reason? ‘‘The nation’s 8,500 commercial
airline pilots have been seeing a lot of unusual objects while
flying at night, here and overseas,’’ Scripps-Howard reported.
‘‘But,’”’ the report continued, ‘‘there hasn’t been much of an or-

ganized system of reporting to military authorities. . . [the air-
lines and MATS] agreed to organize a speedy reporting system
8o that a commercial pilot spotting strange objects could send
the word to the Air Force in a hurry. The Air Force could then
send jet fighters to investigate.’”’ [2]

With a few exceptions, most UFO reports on record from
military pilots have come from the World War IT and Korean War
eras, or from recently retired officers. Military pilots, naturally,
are restricted from discussing the sightings freely while they are
on active duty. But airline pilots (althoughin recent years some-
times under pressure from their companies not to discuss
sightings) have contributed some of the best reports on record.

There had been scattered reports by airline pilots previously
but ‘‘In the Spring of 1950,’’ the former Chief of the Air Force
UFO project reported, ‘‘the airline pilots beganto make more and
more reports -- good reports. . . In April, May, and June of
1950 there were over thirty-five good reports fromairline crews.’’
[3] That June, Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker said in an interview:
‘“‘Flying saucers are real. Too many good men have seen them,
that don’t have hallucinations.’” Flying magazine, July 1950,
published a roundup report on pilot sightings, giving them very
serious treatment (as did other aviation journals in later years;
for example, see RAF Flying Review, July 1957).

When NICAP was formed in 1956, four airline pilots (two of
whom had personally sighted UFOs) joined the NICAP Panel of
Special Advisers. Federal Aviation Agency personnel, aviation
industry engineers, and other aviation experts also related their
sightings and offered their services. Why are UFOs taken so
seriously by professional pilots and aviation experts?

WHAT THE PILOTS HAVE SEEN

This chart lists over 100 UFO sightings by pilots (AL=Airline pilot; M=Military; P=Private), the majority of whom reported
typical geometrical objects such as discs and ellipses. The resulting patterns of the observations, and their strong similarity to

reports by other reliable witnesses, are readily apparent.

Code Date Location Witness ) Description
M 8-10-44 Sumatra Capt. A.M. Reida, Spherical object with halo paced B-29 during mis-
USAF bomber pilot sion; maneuvered sharply, climbed away vertically.
[Section II]
M 12-44 Austria MaA W.D. Leet, Amber disc followed B-17 across Austria.
USAF bomber pilot [Section III]
M 8-1-46 nr Tampa, Fla. Capt. Jack Puckett, Cigar with "portholes'’ approached C-47 head-on,
USAF 4-engine pilot veered across path. [Section III]
P 6-24-47 Mt. Ranier, Wash. Kenneth Arnold, Nine flat shiny objects in line, zig-zagged.
businessman, pilot (4]
AL 7-4-47 nr Portland, Capt. E.J. Smith, Two groups of discs.
Oregon United Airlines;
Ralph Stevens,
Co-pilot
M 7-6-47 Fairfield-Suisan Pilot (name deleted UFO sped across sky ''oscillating on lateral axis."
AFB, Calif. by Air Force) [5]
M 7-8-47 nr Los Angeles, F-51 pilot (name de- Flat, light-reflecting UFO passed above fighter.
Calif. | leted by Air Force) [6]
P 7-9-47 nr Boise, Idaho Dave Johnson, pilot Large disc, maneuvered erratically. (Section VII)
& aviation editor;
others on ground
M 8-47 Media, Pa. W. Boyce, USAF Hovering disc. 7]

fighter pilot



Code Date Location Witness Description
M 1-7-48 Ft. Knox, Ky. Capt. Thomas Man- Pilot killed in crash of F-51 while chasing
tell, Air National "huge . . . metallic" circular object. [8]
Guard (A.N.G.); many
on ground
P 7-48 Pasco, Wash. Don Newman, 6-year Disc diving and climbing.
USAF veteran of WW II
and Korean War
AL 7-23-48 nr Montgomery, Capt. C.S. Chiles, Cigar with lights like portholes approached head-
Ala. F/0 J.B. Whitted, on, accelerated, climbed away.
Eastern Airlines
M 10-1-48 Fargo, N.D. ge F. Gorman, "Dogfight" with disc; UFO outsped F-51. [9]
A N G others
P 1-1-49 Jackson, Miss. Tom Rush Cigar crossed path of plane, accelerated rapidly.
M 7-3-49 Longview, Wash. Cmdr. M.B. Taylor, Round UFO wobbling on axis, sharp maneuvers.
USN; many others [Section IV]
at air show
M 11-3-49 nr Baja, Calif. Capt. William H. Four discs which cavorted in an "astounding man-
Donnelly, USAFR ner. [Section III]
AL 3-8-50 Dayton, Ohio TWA Captains W.H. Round UFO tracked on radar, observed from
Kerr, D.W. Miller, round and air, climbed away through clouds.
M.H. Rabeneck; plus f Section VIII, Radar]
USAF pilots
P 3-18-50 nr Bradford, Ill. Robert Fisher and Oval UFO, self-illuminated, sped past plane at
family estimated 600 to 1,000 mph.
AL 3-20-50 nr Little Rock, Capt. Jack Adams, Disc with apparent ""portholes' flew above airliner
Ark. F/O G.W. Anderson, in arc. [Section II]
Jr.
P 3-26-50 nr Washington, B.A. Totten, former Disc flew below plane; when pilot dove at it, UFO
D.C. USAF aircraft in- ""zoomed up into overcast." f
spector
AL 4-27-50 nr Goshen, Ind. Capt. Robert Adickes, Disc paced plane, sped away when pursued.
Capt. Robert F. Man-
ning, TWA; passengers
AL 5-29-50 nr Washington Capt. Willis T. Sperry, Elliptical object circled plane, raced away.
D.C. F/0 Bill Gates,
American Airlines
AL 6-24-50 California desert F/O David Stewart, lfal‘ shaped object paced plane for 20 miles.
United Airlines [1
M 6-24-50 nr Daggett, Calif. Navy transport pilot Cigar-shaped object above desert [Section IV]
M 7-11-50 nr Osceola, Lt(jg) J.W. Martin; Domed circular UFO passed in front of two Navy
Ark. Enlisted Pilot R.E. planes [confirmed by radar]. [Section IV]
Moore, USN
AL 10-5-50 nr San Fernando, Capt. Cecil Hardin, UFO with body lights came head-on at plane, dipped
Calif. F/O Jack Conroy, down and passed below; ''It appeared to be a wing,"
California Central Captain Hardin said. "It had no fuselage.”” Bands
Airlines of blue light were visible across its width. [12]
P 11-27-50 Evansville, Bill Blair, commer- Six elliptical objects in loose echelon formation,
Wisc. cial pilot & flight made sound similar to helicopters. Appeared to
instructor 1[3{33'1:1 about 10,000 feet, travelling about 500 mph.
AL 12-27-50 nr Bradford, Ill. Capt. Art Shutts, Light source, making erratic and violent maneu-
TWA vers.
AL 1-20-51 Sioux City, Iowa Capt. Lawrence Cigar with bright body light approached, reversed
Vinther, F/O James direction, climbed away.
F. Bachmeier, Mid-
Continent Airlines;
plus control tower
operators.
AL 2-19-51 Mt. Kilimanjaro, Capt. Jack Bicknell, Cigar-shaped object with vertical bands hovered
Africa Radio Officer D.W. for long period, ascended vertically at high speed.
Merrifield, East [Section X]
African Airways;
plus 9 passengers .
AL 5-22-51 nr Dodge City, Capt. W.R. Hunt, Blue-white star-like object gyrated around air-
Kans. American Airlines liner, "moved backward and forward, then up and
c[lﬁv]m" and finally dove below plane and sped away.
P 8-11-51 Portland, Ore. R.O. Dodge, former Three disc-like UFOs in formation. [15]

USAF P-47 pilot
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Code Date Location Witness Description
M 1-21-52 Mitchel AFB, N.Y. Navy TBM pilot Chased dome-shaped UFO [Section IV]
M 3-29-52 Misawa, Japan Lt. D.C. Brigham, Small disc observed maneuvering around F-84.
USAF ' [Section I
M 6-52 Tombstone, Ariz. Lt. Cmdr. John C. Disc hovered in plain sight, sped away. [Section
Williams, USN (Ret.); IV]
others
AL 7-5-52 Richlands, Wash. Capts. John Baldwin, "perfectly round disc'' observed hovering above
George Robertson, Hanford atomic plant
plus two co-pilots,
Conner Airlines
AL 7-13-52 nr Washington, Capt. W. Bruen, Light source approached plane, hovered, fled
D.C. National Airlines when pilot turned on lights. [Section XII, July
1952 Chronology]
AL 7-14-52 Newport News, Capt. William B. Nash Six discs flew below airliner, executed sharp
Va. F/0O William Forten- turn in formation, sped away joined by two more
berry, PAA discs.
AL 7-18-52 Denver, Colo. Capt. Paul Carpenter, Three observations of speeding lights in period
American Airlines of 2 minutes, maximum of 3 UFOs seen at one
time; objects appeared to reverse direction [16]
AL 7-20-52 Washington, D.C. Capt. Casey Pierman, Lights moving rapidly, up, down, and horizontally,
F/O Charles Wheaton also hovered; coincided with radar targets. [Sec-
tion XII, July 1952 Chronology]
M 7-23-52 South Bend, Ind. Capt. Harold W. From ground saw two blue-white light sources;
Kloth, USAF one veered sharply. [Section III]
M T7-26-52 Washington, D.C. Lt. William Patterson, Glowing objects surrounded his interceptor, con-
USAF firmed on radar. [Section III; Section XII, July
1952 Chronology]
M 8-1-52 Dayton, Ohio Maj. James B. Smith, Saw and phots'raphed round hovering object,
Lt. Don Hemer, tracked on radar; UFO sped away. [Section III]
USAF F-86 pilots
M 8-13-52 Tucson, Ariz., Capt. Stanley W. Nine UFOs in three V's. [Section III]
Thompson, USAFR
AL 8-13-52 Dallas, Texas Capt. Max M. Jacoby, Chased unidentified light, which turned and dove.
Chief Pilot; Capt. J.W.
McNaulty, Pioneer
Airlines.
M Summer 52 MacDill AFB, USAF Colonel, Investigated radar target, saw elliptical UFO.
Fla. B-29 pilot [Section III]
AL 10-29-52 nr Richmond, Capt. Francisco Bright, luminous object with apparent exhaust,
Va. Rivas, Venezuelan travelled from 45° above plane, over horizon in
8 minutes [17]
M 10-29-52 Hempstead, L.I., Two USAF F-94 pilots Chased object which maneuvered at high speed.
N.Y. [Section I}
AL Fall, 1952 New York to Capts. Charles Zam- Large green sphere which hovered, then sped
Puerto Rico mett, Robert Harris, away.
William Hutchins
PAA
M 12-8-52 Chicago, I1l. Ernie Thorpe, Co- String of lights, 5 or 6 white, one rapidly
pilot H.S. Plowe blinking red, flew alongside plane [18]
P 1-27-53 nr Livermore, J.B. Bean Shiny circular object, climbed steeply at
Calif. "terrific rate."
M 2-9-53 nr Washington, Lt. Ed Balocco, USMC Alerted by ground sightings, searched, saw
D.C. luminous UFO with red glow, climbing rapidly.
[Section IV]
M 4-53 Laredo, Texas Lt. E. Wilford, USAF Cigar-shaped UFO leaving contrail of constant
jet instructor length, made right angle turn. [Section III]
P 9-21-53 Prescott, Ariz. Bill Beers; two others Eight disc-like objects maneuvered overhead for
about an hour. Beers, a veteran pilot, said the
UFOs "'swooped around in formation, peeled-off,
and shot directly up and down in a manner that
could not be duplicated by a plane." [19]
M 8-12-53 Rapid City, S.D. Two USAF jet pilots; Multiple radar and visual sighting. [Section I]
ground observers
M 9-7-53 Vandalia, Ohio Navy fighter pilots Brilliant light maneuvered around plane. [Section IV]
AL 10-18-53 English Channel Capt. Peter Fletcher; UFO "like two shallow saucers with their rims

F/O R.L. Lemon

together.'



Code Date Location Witness Description
AL 12-17-53 Sweden Capt. Ulf Christiernsson '"Unorthodox, metallic...circular'" UFO. [SectionX:
AL 1-1-54 Victoria, Australia Capt. D. Barker Large '"metallic'" elliptical UFO, speed estimated
over 700 m.p.h.
M 1954 Dayton, Ohio Lt. Col. Richard Two UFOs which hovered, flew in formation, evaded
Headrick, USAFR, pursuing jets. [Section III] !
Senior Pilot
M 3-24-54 Florida Ssapthon Holland, Chased round UFO, which sped away. [Section IV]
M
M 5-14-54 nr Dallas, Texas Maj. Charles Sixteen UFOs, in groups, evaded pursuit by Marine
Scarborough, USMC jets. [Section IV]
AL 6-1-54 nr Boston, Mass. Capt. Charles White disc paced airliner.
Kratovil, TWA ‘
M 6-23-54 Ohio Lt. Harry L. Roe, Jr. F-51 paced by unidentified light. {
\
AL 6-30-54 nr Goose Bay, Capt. James Howard; Large dark UFO with several satellite objects, ‘
Labrador crew, British Overseas paced airliner; disappeared as jet interceptor
Airways Corporation neared to check. [Section X]
M 10-4-54 Essex, England Flt. Lt. J.R. Salandin  Disc (Saturn-shaped) approached head-on veered
Royal Air Force to one side. [Section iﬁp
M 10-24-54 Porto Alegre, Brazilian Air Force Formation of silvery circular UFOs over base.
Brazil pilots [Section X]
AL 11-21-54 nr Rio de Janeiro Captain; crew; About 19 discs rushed by close to airliner, causing
Brazil passengers panic among passengers. [Section X]
M 12-54 Nowra Air Base, Royal Australian Aircraft paced by two UFOs, ground radar confirmed
Australia Navy Pilot sighting. [Section X]
M 1955 Virginia, nr. Cmdr., Navy pilot Disc with dome on top paced aircraft. [Section IV]
Washington, D.C.
AL 1-2-55 nr Punta San Juan, Captain & crew, Orange light source approached plane, beam of light
Venezuela National Airlines shone in cockpit. [Section X]
AL 2-2-55 nr Merida Capt. Dario Celis, Top-like UFO with central ring and "portholes' pacec
Venezuela Aeropost Airlines airliner. [Section X]
AL 2-11-55 Miami to Capt. J. King, PAA Two reddish-green UFOs shot by close to airliner.
New York City (20)
AL 10-31-55 nr Auckland, Capt. W.T. Rainbow, Brilliant pulsating light overtook and passed airliner.
New Zealand Co-pilot 8.G. Trounce, [Section X]
National Airways
P 11-14-55 San Bernardino Gene Miller Globe of light, blinked in apparent pattern.
Mts., Calif.
AL& M 12-11-55 nr Jacksonville, Fla. Navy jet pilots, Jets in dogfight with round, reddish UFO, confirmed
airline pilots, others on radar. [Section IV]
M 1956 North Atlantic Cmdr. Senior Pilot, Large disc climbed up to R7V-2, paced it, moved
other flight crews away. [Section IV]
as passengers
AL 2-17-56 Paris, France Air France pilot Investigated radar target, saw odd maneuvering
light. [Section VIII, Radar|
AL 4-8-56 Schenectady, N.Y. Capt. Raymond Ryan, Bright light source hovered, sped through 90° arc.
F% Willyiam Neft, e
American Airlines
AL 9-6-56 Pasadena, Calif. Western Airlines Reported UFO to Air Defense Command; erratically
pilot moving white light source confirmed visually from
ground by 1st Lt. Mark Matlock, USAF. (21
AL 11-14-56 nr Mobile, Ala. Capt. W.J. Hull, Bright light source descended, gyrated near airliner,
F/O Peter Maclntosh, climbed away. [Section I]
Capital Airlines
M 12-56 Far East USAF jet pilot Radar-visual sighting of disc, radar jammed by
interference. [Section I]
AL 1-24-57 Indiana Commercial pilot; Four UFOs, in-line formation, last one larger and
others on ground egg-shaped. [22]
P 3-8-57 nr Houston, Texas Victor Hancock and UFO with three brilliant white lights sped past DC-3,
Guy Miller kept just ahead of plane, speeding up each time plane
closed in. [23]
AL 3-9-57 nr San Juan Capt. Matthew Van Round greenish-white object came toward airliner;
Puerto Rico Winkle, F/O D.W. outer ring appeared to reflect light from center; pilot

Taylor, PAA; other
airliners in area
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took violent evasive action. [24]



Date Location Witness Description
3-29-5T7 Off East Coast Capt. Kenneth G. Observed brilliant pulsating light, confirmed by
of Florida Brosdal, F/O George radar. Visual sighting lasted 4 to 5 minutes.
Jacobson, PAA
6-30-57 Belo Horizonte, Capt. Saul Martins; Disc-like object paced airliner, maneuvered around
Brazil passengers it. [Section X]
T-4-517 nr Campos, Cdr. Delgado, Disc with dome and "'portholes' paced airliner, shot
Brazil REAL Airlines away. [Section X|
8-14-57 nr Joinville, Cdr. Jorge Campos Disc with dome, alternately hovered and moved at
Brazil Araujo, Varig Airlines high speed; aircraft engines affected. [Section X|
8-15-57 Woodland Hills, Eugene Allison, Chief Disc hovered, rocked back and forth, shot straight
Calif. Aviation Pilot, USN up out of sight. [Section IV]
(Ret.)
10-8-57 nr Boston, Mass. Capt. Joseph L. Flynn, Brilliant planet-like object (in daylight) moving at
PAA high speed on steady course.
11-4-57 Ararangua, Brazil Capt. Jean Vincent de Red light source approached below plane, made
Beyssac, Varig Airlines erratic jump; electrical equipment on aircraft burnt
out. [Section X]
AL 11-6-57 Nebraska %p}t\ Irving Kravitz, Bright light source in high speed flight. [25]
AL 11-9-57 Lafayette, La. Capt. Truman Gile, Flaring bright light source, visible several minutes.
Eastern Airlines [26]
AL 12-12-57 Chatham-Windsor Capt. J.A. Miller, Oval disc, changed course. [Section X]
area, Canada Trans-Canada Air-
lines; police officers,
others, on ground
P 5-5-58 San Carlos, Carlos Alejo Brilliant UFO approached plane, hovered (pilot felt
: Uruguay Rodriguez intense heat); when pilot tried to pursue object, it
sped away. [Section X]
AL 5-27-58 Bahia State coast, Cdr. Bittar, Luminous circular object maneuvered, hovered, below
Brazil Varig Ainlines airliner. [Section X]
AL - 2-4-59 Off New Orleans, Capt. H. Dunker, PAA Reddish light source sped back and forth across path
La. of DC-6B, shot straight up.
AL 2-24-59 Pennsylvania Capt. Peter Killan Three glowing UFOs paced airliner.
F/O John Dee
American Airlines;
other airliners;
ground observers
AL 7-11-59 Pacific Ocean Capt. George Wilson, Formation of bright lights sped toward plane, veered
PAA, several other away. [Section X
aircraft
M 7-14-59 Pampulha, Minas Brazilian Air Force Luminous object paced B-26, hovered near airport,
Gerais, Brazil pilot reacted to flares. [Section X]
M 10-7-59 nr Forrest City, Lt. E.L. Barksdale, Glowing UFO passed glane, pilot turned to chase it,
. Ark. Kentucky Air National object sped away. [27]
Guard
M 1960 Cincinnati, Ohio Kentucky Air National Pilot pursued UFO which pulled away each time
Guard pilot plane closed to within about 10 miles. (Confidential
report, certified tgrBluegrass NICAP Affiliate,
William D. Leet, President.)
P 3-4-60 Dubuque, Iowa Charles Morris, Three elliptical UFOs, in-line formation.
flight instructor
AL 7-2-60 nr Maiquetia, Captain & crew Bright light source, paralleled plane for 20 minutes,
Venezuela Venezuelan Airlines shot away. [Section X]
P 8-16-60 Oak Forest, IlI. Harry J. Deerwester, Disc-like UFO hovered, bobbed around in various
former USAF pilot directions. [28]
P 1-10-61 Benjamin, Texas W. K. Rutledge, Glowing red UFO changed course, descended, ap-
Passenger George peared to land.
Thomas
P 7-4/5-61 Akron, Ohio Ernest Stadvec, owner Light source dove toward plane, climbed away;
of flying service, for- similar experience next night, confirmed by radar.
mer USAF bomber pilot;
others
AL 7-24-61 Ilha Grande, Brazil Cdr Jose G. Saez and Light source approached plane, bobbed around mak-
crew, VASP Airlines ing angular turns. [Section X]
AL 9-21-61 Pacific Ocean nr Capt. R. F. Griffin, Ring-like UFO, passed above plane and over horizon

Wake Isiand

BOAC; also PAA crew;
ship at sea
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at high speed. [Section X]



Code Date Location Witness Description

P 10-2-61 Salt Lake City, Utah Waldo J. Harris, Disc hovered, wobbled, moved away when pursued.
several others [Section I]

M 1-29-62 Eastern Holland Royal Dutch Air Force UFO sighted, confirmed by radar, fled when pur-
pilot in F-86 sued. [Section X]

AL 5-21-62 England Capt. Gordon Pendleton, Globular UFO with antenna-like projections,
Irish International streaked below his Viscount. [Section X]
Airlines

M 5-22-62 Argentina Several Navy pilots Series of sightings by flight of aircraft. [Section

XII, Argentine chronology|]

AL 8-2-62 Liberal, Kans. Capt. Jack Metzker, Brilliant light source, hovered, streaked west;
Central Airlines; air- airport alerted, also saw UFOs. [29]
port observers

AL 12-22-62 Buenos Aires, Pilots of Panagra and Bright circular UFO observed near end of Ezeiza

Argentina Aerolineas Aragentina Airgort runway, took off rapidly. [Section X

airlines; control tower
operators

P 2-5-63 nr Washington, D.C. Carl Chambers, pas- Pulsating yellow-white light source, maneuvered
senger around plane.

M 3-11-63 Hawalii Air National Guard jet Rocket-like UFO sped over high above jets, which

pilots

were at 40,000 feet. [30]

THE PATTERNS

What professional and private pilots have seen is readily
classifiable into three general types of UFO phenomena (corre-
sponding very well with the Air Force ProjectGrudge Report; see
Section XII):

* Geometrical objects, generally circular (disc, oval, el-
lipse)
* Maneuvering or gyrating lights
* Cigar-shaped or rocket-like objects
(Since military pilot sightings are covered in previous sections,
they will not be detailed here. Ingeneral, they correspond to non-
military reports, so the latter are discussed in this section as

typical pilot sightings.)

Geometrical Objects

The earliest recorded UFO sighting by anairline pilot, during
the initial flurry of sightings in the United States, was the report
by Capt. E. J. Smith, United Airlines, July 4, 1947, Flying a DC-3
from Boise, Idaho, to Portland, Oregon, Captain Smith and his
crew observed two separate groups of flat round objects ahead,
silhouetted against the sunset. The UFOs were visible for about
10 minutes over a distance of about 45 miles, opening and closing
formation. In the second group of UFOs, three operated close
together, and a fourth was off to one side by itself. [31]

Since that date, dozens of pilotsonall the major airlines have
reported UFOs.

Private pilots, also, have witnessed typical geometrical UFOs.
During July 1948, in Pasco, Washington, Don Newman (former Air
Force pilot) watched a disc-shaped UFO with a dome on top
maneuvering over the city at 1:00 p.m. ‘‘The exterior finish
appeared to be spun or brushed aluminum,’’ Newman said in his
report to NICAP. The UFO alternately slowed and accelerated
rapidly, diving, and climbing over the area. [32]

On March 18, 1950, Robert Fisher was flying his family from
Chicago to Keokuk, Iowa. Near Bradford, Illinois, at 8:40 a.m., he
spotted an oval, metallic-appearing disc ahead and slightly to the
left of his Bonanza NC 505B. The UFO was moving on a course of
about 120 degreestrue. (Fisher was flying a southwesterly course,
approximately 225 degrees.) The UFO shone in the sunlight, but
when it flew below an overcast continued to glow, indicating that
it was self-illuminated. It quickly moved off into the distance, at
a speed estimated to be 600 to 1,000 mph. [33]

Near Goshen, Indiana, April 27, 1950, a bright orange-red
disc paced a Trans World Airways DC-3, which was piloted by
Capts. Robert Adickes and Robert F, Manning. As the crew and
many passengers watched, the UFO pulled alongside the plane.
It looked ‘‘like a big red wheel rolling along.’’ Each time the
pilot moved toward the object, it moved away as if controlled by
repulse radar. When the pilot turned, the disc dove (presenting an
edge-on view) and sped off to the north toward South Bend. [34]

A month later (May 29), an American Airlines plane departed
Washington, D. C., enroute south over Virginia. About 9:30 p.m.,
First Officer Bill Gates noticed a light approaching the airliner
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head-on and notified Capt. Willis T. Sperry. Flight Enginee
Robert Arnholt also witnessed what followed. An unidentifie
object with a brilliant bluish light on the leading edge neared, ax
seemed to stop. Suddenly it dartedtothe left of the plane, stoppe
for a few seconds, then circled around to the right. Theret
was silhouetted against the moon, revealing a torpedo-shaped
narrow elliptical body. Finally the UFO sped away to the eas.
Captain Sperry called the speed ‘‘fantastic,’”” and said it wu
“‘without a doubt beyond the limits of any known aircraft speeds.
[35]

A ‘‘perfectly round disc’’ hovering above the Hanford atom«
plant, Richland, Washington, was observed by four veteran pilats
July 5, 1952. The four Conner Airlines pilots were interviewe
by United Press when they landed in Denver, Colorado, and ther
story was put on the newswires that day.

Capt. John Baldwin (former Air Force pilot, with 7000 hours
airline pilot experience at the time) said he was flying near th
Hanford atomic plant at about 9000 feet. The UFO was notice
above the plane about 6:00 a.m. It was ‘‘just below a deckd
wispy clouds about 10,000 to 15,000 feet directly above us,
Baldwin said. He described it as ‘‘a perfectly round disc, whit
in color and almost transparent with small vapor trails off it
like the tentacles of an octopus.’”’ [cf., September 24, 1959 FAA
case below]

Capt. George Robertson, D. Shenkel (both former Air Forct
pilots) and Steven Summers confirmed Baldwin’s report. <Al
of us have been flying a number of years,’”’ Baldwin said, <
we’ve seen all kinds of clouds and formations, but none of us ha
ever seen anything like this before.”’

At first, the UFO was hovering. Then it ‘‘seemed to bad
away’’ and tilt edge-on. ‘‘It became flat, gained speed and the
disappeared quickly,’’ Baldwin reported.

DISC FORMATION

On the evening of July 14, 1952, a Pan American Airways
DC-4 airliner, flying at 8,000 feet, was approaching the Norfolk
Virginia, area enroute to Miami. The senior Captain was back it
the cabin and Capt. Willlam B. Nash, temporarily actingas
First Officer, was at the controls. In the righthand cockpit seat
was Second Officer William Fortenberry. The night was clear
and visibility unlimited. Norfolk lay about 20 miles ahead, on th
plane’s course of 200 degrees magnetic. Offto the right were the
lights of Newport News.

About 8:10 p.m. EST, both men noticed a red brilliance in the
sky, apparently beyond and to the east of Newport News. The
light quickly resolved itself into sixbright objects streaking toward
the plane, at lower altitude. The UFOs were fiery red. ¢‘Their
shape was clearly outlined and evidently circular,’”’ Captain Nash
stated. ‘‘The edges were well-defined, not phosphorescent or
fuzzy in the least.”” The upper surfaces were glowing red-orange.

Within seconds, ‘‘we could observe that they were holding 2
narrow echelon formation--a stepped-up line tilted slightly toour
right, with the leader at the lowest point and each following craft
slightly higher,’”’ Captain Nash said.



Abruptly, the leader seemed to slow. The second and third
objects wavered slightly and almost overran the leader. The
pilots estimated that the UFOs were a little more than a mile be-
low them, at about 2,000 feet, and about 100 feet in diameter.

When the line of discs was almost directly underneath the
plane and slightly to the right front, the UFOs abruptly flipped up
on edge in unison and reversed direction. (See diagram.) Captain
Nash described the maneuver: ‘¢ , . . they flipped on edge, the
sides to the left of us going up and the glowing surfaces facing
right. Though the bottom surfaces did notbecome clearly visible,
we had the impression that they were unlighted. The exposed
edges, also unlighted, appeared to be about 15 feet thick, and the
top surface, at least seemed flat. In shape and proportion, they
were much like coins.

‘“While all were in the edgewise position, the last five slid
over and past the leader so that the echelon was now tail foremost,
so to speak, the top or last craft now being nearest to our posi-
tion. Then, without any arc or swerveat all, they all flipped back
together to theflat attitude anddarted off in a direction that formed
a sharp angle with their first course, holding their new for-
mation. . .

‘‘Immediately after these six lined away, two more objects
just like them darted out from behind and under our airplane at
the same altitude as the others.”’

As the two additional discs joined the formation, the lights
of all eight blinked out, then came back on again. Still in line,
the eight discs sped westward north of Newport News, climbed in
a graceful arc above the altitude of the airliner. Then the lights
blinked out one by one, though not in sequence.

Captain Nash also noted that the original sixdiscs had dimmed
slightly before their angular turn, and brightened considerably
after making the turn. The two discs speeding to join the forma-
tion were brightest of all. Captain Nash and Third Officer
Fortenberry radioed a report of the sighting to be forwarded to
the Air Force.
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““At 7:00 a.m. the morning after the sighting,’”” Captain Nash
reported, ‘‘we were telephoned by the Air Force. . . to come for
questioning. There were five men, one in uniform; the others
showed us I.D. cards and badges of Special Investigators, USAF.
In separate rooms, we were questioned for one hour and 45 min-
utes--then about a half hour together. We made sketches and
drew the track of the objectsoncharts. . . the tracks matched. . .
the accounts matched. . . all conversation [was] recorded on a
stenotype machine.

“‘They had a complete weather report. . . itcoincided withour
visual observations. . . our flight plan. The investigators also
advised us that they already had seven other reports. One was
from a Lieutenant Commander and his wife. . . They describeda
formation of red discs travelling at high speed and making im-
mediate direction changes without turn radius. . .
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‘‘Regarding speed: We tried again to be very conservative
in our computations. The objects first appeared about 10 miles
beyond Newport News. . . They travelled to within about a half
mile of our craft. . . changed direction, then crossed the western
suburban edge of the town areas. . . out over a dark area at
least 10 miles beyond the lights, then angled up at about 45
degrees. . .

‘‘We drew a line through the lighted area, measured the dis-
tance from our aircraft (and we knew our exact position both
visually and by VAR navigation using an ILS needle) to the line
through the lighted area. The distance was 25 miles. We had
seen them cross this line twice, 80 we knew they had travelled at
least 50 miles. . . . To get a time, we, seven times, separately,
using our own panel stopwatch clocks, pushed the button, men-
tally went through the time, even to saying to ourselves again,
‘What the hell’s that !’ Each time we came up amazingly close to
12 seconds. Tobe conservative, we increased it to 15 seconds. . .
90 miles in 15 seconds equals 12,000 miles per hour.’’ [36]

Hovering Green Sphere

During the Fall of 1952, three airliners 15 minutes apart
sighted a UFO simultaneously. Pan American Airways Captains
Charles Zammett, Robert Harris, and William Hutchins were
flying DC-4 aircraft about 600 miles south of New York, enroute
from New York City to San Juan, Puerto Rico. Suddenly they all
saw ahead of them a huge greenball, extremely brilliant and much
larger than a full moon in apparent size. The object seemed to
be absolutely stationary.

The sighting was not reported to anyone until several years
later when one of the pilots happened to fly with Capt. William B.
Nash, PAA pilot and NICAP Adviser. Captain Nash describes
what happened next:

One ship called to one of the others:

““I’1l say I see it! What the devil is it?’’

Then the third crew broke in: ‘‘We see it too. Who could
miss it!”

The three pilots continued to watch the amazing sight for
about 45 seconds, as the UFO stood perfectly still. Then one
pilot started to ask: ‘‘Do you think we’ll pass it----- wow ! Look
at it go !”

Just then the bright green orb suddenly sped off to the west
at fantastic speed. They watched it move straight away from them
on a horizontal path gradually diminishing in size, seemingly due
to perspective diminishment.

DISC SIGHTINGS

John B. Bean, a flyer with 17 years experience, made the
following report in a letter dated February 7, 1953. [37]

“‘On the afternoon of January 27, 1953, after stopping at the
Purchasing Office of the Atomic Energy Commission Research
Facilities near Livermore, California, I was driving north on the
road which runs parallel to the eastern fence bounding the Com-
mission properties. Immediately opposite the northeast corner of
the fence, I pulled over to the side of the road in order to stop and
check some papers which I had in my briefcase behind the front
seat of my car. In order todo this, I opened the door and stepped
out of the car, thus facing southward. Having finished removing
the papers from the briefcase, I was about to climb into the car
again when I heard the sound of airplane engines overhead coming
in from an easterly direction. . . . It was a DC-6 letting down in
the direction of Oakland Municipal Airport, which is to the west
of Livermore. Estimated altitude of this aircraft was 2,500 to
3,000 feet.

‘““‘As the DC-6 proceeded westward, I was about to take my
hand down from my eyes when I noticed a small, whitish object
proceeding southward on a course which had justbrought it across
the Commission property. My initial reaction was that it was
some sort of plant fiber floating in the air. Since this was the
first clear, sunny day in several weeks and the atmosphere was
very springlike, it was a perfectly natural reaction.

‘‘It suddenly occurred to me that we are still in the middle
of winter and, insofar as I knew, there were no plants which were
giving off any white fibrous substance into the air at this time.
As this realization came to me, I also noticed that this object
was moving directly away from me at a very rapid rate of de-
parture.

‘“‘Do you see that?’’



“It began a shallow left turn and at that point I could see
that it was perfectly round and had a metallic sheen somewhat
gsimilar to that of aluminum with a satin finish. I believe another
term for this type of finish on aluminum is known as brushed
aluminum. It did not have a sharpglint which one often sees when
light is reflected from a conventional aluminum aircraft. The
light was more diffused and whitishincolor. . . . Havinggathered
my wits about me to this extent, I followed its course and suddenly
it began to alter direction, at first seemingly heading due south
again, and then suddenly making a steep righthand turn. It also
began to climb at the most terrific rate of ascent that I have ever
witnessed. I should like to say parenthetically at this point that
only the week previously I had watched two swept-wing F-86’s
chasing tails near Hamilton Field late one evening. The two F-86’s
had remained relatively stationary over one spot and I had an
excellent opportunity to watch them in several merry-go-rounds.
A number of times they each climbed almost vertically, but their
speed was insignificant compared to the speed at which this object
was able to climb and execute a sharp right turn.

‘““The moment the object began its climb, I started a count of
1,000-2,000-3,000. By the time the countof 3,000 had been reached
the object disappeared from sight.

‘At this moment, coming in from the East on a due westerly
heading, at an altitude somewhat lower than that at which I had
sighted the disc, was a jet. Itwas leaving a very definite contrail
all the way across the sky and was on a collison course with that
of the disc prior to its rapid ascent. When I say collison course,
I mean that directionally the two objects wereon a collision course
but that actually they were separated by several thousand feet of
altitude. However, it occurred to me that the disc might have
taken evasive action in order to avoid the jet.

‘“The jet proceeded on its course due westand to the south of
the Atomic Energy Commission grounds and at a point approxi-
mately over Hayward or Castro Valley turned and headed due
north.

‘“The interesting facts about this sighting were that I had
three distinct types of aircraft within my sight range simultaneous-
ly so that it was possible to evaluate their relative speeds. Thus
there was no question that the disc-like object had far more
power and far more rapid maneuverability than the other two.
An additional interesting factor to be kept in mind is that, where-
as the jet was leaving a distinct contrail at the higher altitude,
the white disc left no contrail whatsoever. Neither of the two
higher aircraft made any sound. However,bothof them were well
to the south of my position and the wind was blowing from me
toward them atabout 15to20knots. Actually I imagine the correct
direction of the wind was approximately north-northwest.

‘“As soon as the sighting was over, I glanced at my watch
and noticed the time to be 1343. The date again was the afternoon
of January 27, 1953 and the atmospheric conditions were CAVU
. « . » In closing, there is one other factor which may be of in-
terest. The whole elapsed time from the original sighting to the
disappearance of the disc was approximately nine seconds in my
estimation. It may have been slightly longer, but certainly no
shorter. Three of those seconds were counted time, three or
four of them were observed time when I had my wits about me,
and the other two to four were initial-reaction time.’’

A disc-shaped UFO paced a Trans-World Airways plane
June 1, 1954. United Press reported the incident (newswire
copy on file at NICAP):

FLYING SAUCER OR A WEATHER BALLOON...THAT
SEEMS TO BE THE ISSUE BETWEEN AN AIRLINES PILOT
AND THE AIR FORCE.

TRANS-WORLD AIRWAYS PILOT CHARLES KRATOVIL

OF PORT WASHINGTON, NEW YORK, SAYS HE SAW AN

UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT . . . LARGE, WHITE-COLORED,

AND DISC-SHAPED.

HE SAYS HE AND HIS TWO CREW MATES SPOTTED

THE OBJECT 10 MILES NORTH OF BOSTON THIS MORNING

. . . THAT IT WAS PURSUING THE SAME COURSE AS HIS

PLANE BUT WAS OBSCURED BY HIGH CLOUDS.

KRATOVIL SAYS HE RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROMTHE

AIRLINES BOSTON OFFICE QUOTING THE AIR FORCE AS

SAYING THE OBJECT PROBABLY WAS A WEATHER BAL-

LOON.

HOWEVER, THE PILOTS PUT IT THIS WAY:
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“IF THIS IS A WEATHER BALOON . .. IT’S THE FIRST
TIME I EVER SAW ONE TRAVELING AGAINST THE WIND."

Elliptical Objects

Charles R. Morris of Dubuque, Iowa, attempted (unsuccess-
fully) to film three elliptical objects observed by him and his
wife on March 4, 1960. The 8 mm kodachrome film, which he
exposed in late afternoon, failed to show the UFOs. At 5:57 p.m.
while watching one of his flying students perform aerobatics,
Morris first noticed the three UFOSs in the southeast sky. They
moved in line, glowing a neon-like blue-white and arced from
about 25 degrees elevation in the southeast toward the northeast.
In about 4 minutes, the objects coveredanarc of about 135 degrees.
During that time, Morris ran into the house for his camera while
his wife continued to watch the UFOs. As the objects disappeared
in the distance to the northeast, they appeared to be climbing
slightly. [38]

NICAP Member Lex Mebane telephoned Morris and in-
terviewed him at length a few days after the sighting, obtaining
some additional information. At their largest,the UFOs appeared
to be about one-eighth the apparent size of the moon. They made
no sound and left notrails. The third UFO lagged behind occasion-
ally. [cf., February 24, 1959, American Airlines case, following.]|

Morris was interrogated by the Air Force, who told him there
were no aircraft scheduled in the vicinity. He had checked in-
dependently with Cedar Rapids Air Traffic Control and determined
the same.

Maneuvering or Gyrating Lights

The typical disc-shaped or elliptical UFOs seem to fly a rec-
ognizable course, though they do hover, alter direction abruptly
and accelerate rapidly. The second main category of sightings,
however, displays a characteristically different pattern of flight
in a number of cases. This paiterm has been compared to tke
gyrations of a hummingbird--alternately hovering and flitting here
and there, horizonially and vertically. Whether some of the er-
ratically maneuvering lights seen at night are in fact different
from the geometrical UFOs observed in daylight is an open ques-
tion. In some cases the lights have proved to be body lights on
discs or ellipses; in others no definite silhouette could be seen.

TWA Pilot Reports Gyrating Light

December 27, 1950: A TWA flight was enroute from Chicago
to Kansas City. Shortly after sunset Capt. Art Shutts, at the con-
trols, noticed a bright white light ahead of the plane, also flashing
to green and red occasionally. The aircraft was on a heading of
approximately 200 degrees. At first Captain Shutts thought it
was a star, until it began to ‘‘wobble and swerve unsteadily.”’
Then the UFO began to streak back and forth in a north-south
line, through an arc of 10 degrees to 30 degrees, changing direc-
tion abruptly. The UFO would move at terrific speed, hover
oscillating slightly, then speed up. Captain Shutts noticed that
the visible horizon near the UFO appeared to vibrate as if light
were being distorted, especially after the object put on a burst of
speed.

Finally the light dimmed to a pinpoint and began to move
slowly south in a straightline. Sudaenly it ‘‘lurched,’’ accelerated
rapidly and zoomed upward at a 45 degree angle, made a nearly
square turn, plunged downward and disappeared below the hori-
zon on a north heading. It had been visible for 25 minutes. [39]

Chief Pilot Chases Unidentified Light
The following is an exact copy of a 1852 United Press news-
wire report:

DALLAS, TEX., AUG. 15--(UP)--A VETERAN AIRLINES
PILOT TOLD TODAY HOW HE CHASED A MYSTERIOUS
ORANGE LIGHT THROUGH THE SKY NEAR DALLAS IN
AN ATTEMPT TO LEARN WHAT IT WAS HE HAD SIGHTED
SKIMMING THROUGH THE AIR.

THE PILOT, CAPT. MAX M. JACOBY, MERELY CALLED
THE OBJECT A ‘‘LIGHT.”” HE SAID HE WAS AFRAID HE
WOULD BE LAUGHED AT.

JACOBY, CHIEF PILOT FOR PIONEER AIRLINES, SAID
HE SAW THE LIGHT WHILE ON A ROUTINE TEST FLIGHT
WEDNESDAY NIGHT. HE SAID HE DELAYED TELLING OF
THE INCIDENT BECAUSE HE FEARED HE WOULD BE
RIDICULED.




JACOBY SAID HE MADE AN EFFORT TO INTERCEPT

THE LIGHT BUT IT ELUDED HIM AND FINALLY DIS-

APPEARED,

HE SAID HE FIRST SPOTTED IT 15TO 25 MILES FROM

LOVE AIR FIELD AT AN ALTITUDE OF ABOUT 3,000

FEET.

THE PILOT SAID THE OBJECT TURNED AND DIVED

BUT THE APPEARANCE OF ITS BODY ‘‘DID NOT CHANGE

WHEN IT TURNED . . . I COULDN'T TELL WHETHER

IT WAS JUST A LIGHT OR A LIGHT COMING FROM SOME

OBJECT.”

HE SAID HE WAS ACCOMPANIED ON THE FLIGHT BY

CAPT. J.W,. MCNAULTY, ALSO A PILOT.

June 23, 1954: An Air National Guard pilot, flying an F-51
Mustang fighter, was trailed by a UFO over Ohio. The incident
was reported to Leonard H. Stringfield, then director of an Ohio-
based UFO investigation organization. [See Section VII; Ground
Observer Corps]. Lt. Harry L. Roe, Jr., first noticed the object
about 8:00 p.m. near Columbus, and kept it in sight for 45 minutes
all the way to Vandalia. Lt. Roe repeatedly tried to maneuver so
that he could see a silhouette behind the ‘‘round white light,’’ but
‘it kept maneuvering around so it was against the darkened part
of the sky.”” When Roe swung the F-51 around to give chase, the
UFO ‘‘took off’’ and sped away.

November 14, 1955: Another UFO which gave the appearance
of intelligence behind its actions was observed at night above the
San Bernardino Mountains of California. Gene Miller, a former
Air Force instructor, was enroute from Phoenix, Arizona, to
Banning, California. His passenger, Dr. Leslie Ward (Redlands
physician) also witnessed the UFO.

A ‘‘globe of white light’’ appeared ahead of Miller’s plane,
moving very slowly. Assuming it was an airliner, he blinked his
landing lights twice. The ‘‘white globe’’ went out twice, in ap-
parent acknowledgment. As the light grew larger, closing on his
plane, Miller flashed his landing lights three times. The UFO,
he said, blinked three times, then ‘‘suddenly backed up in mid-
air.”’

The sighting by Miller, who later became a NICAP member,
was reported in the Los Angeles Times, November 26, 19585.

Commercial Plane Follows UFO

April 8, 1956: A very brilliant light was followed across
New York State by an American Airlines plane. The pilots were
Capt. Raymond Ryan and First Officer William Neff. The chase
was described by radio to Air Force and civilian control tower
operators. The following account of the sighting is taken from a
tape-recorded interview program, ‘‘Meet the Millers,’”’ on WBEN-
TV, Buffalo, New York, April 16, 1956 (tape on file at NICAP).
Mr. and Mrs. Miller are the interviewers (Int.); Captain Ryan,
F/O Neff, and Bruce Foster (a Bell Aircraft Company engineer)
are the guests:

Int: Was that a regular flight of American Airlines ?

Ryan: Yes, il was.

Int: From Buffalo to New York ?

Ryan: This flight comes out of New York and lands at Albany,
Syracuse, Rochester, and terminates in Buffalo.

Int: What was your first idea that anything was happening --
that you were seeing something ?

Neff: This very brilliant white light, like an approaching air -
craft with its landing lights on. Naturallywe moved away
Srom it thinking that's what it was. Then we noticed it was
standing still at the time and we got sort of curious.

Int: Just about what location was this ?

Ryan: This was just about over Schenectady. We were coming
out of Albany. We took off north and we made a left turn
and we noticed this light over Schenectady. It seemed to
be standing still.

Int: A light? Now, when you say a light do you mean a light
like a light bulb--about that color?

Ryan:  Oh yes, very fluorescent--a very bright light. . .

Int: A big what?

Ryan: A large light. It looked more like a light coming into
Albany airport.

Int: And both of you saw it? At the same time?

Int: How close were you to it, do you think?

Ryan: We turned a little bit to pass to the south of it, and we

were probably 2 or 3 miles from it.
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Int: And the thing was just standing there ?

Ryan: Just about standing; it was off our wingtip.

Int: Was there anyone else on the flight with you?

Ryan: Oh, we had Miss Reynolds, our stewardess was with us.

Int: Did she happen to notice it too?

Ryan: She came up. We called her and she came up and looked
at it later on after this had taken off at this terrific speed
from where we first noticed it. . .

Int: How long was it stationary there?

Neff: We couldn't say that it was actually stationary. . .

Several talking at once

. Jrom the time we were off the ground at Albany,
unt:l we--it's about 15 miles by air to Schenectady and it
was off our wingtip, and we watched it go through a ninetly
degree arc, go right straight to the west, and it was --
how many seconds does it take to go through a ninety
degree arc?

Bruce?

How fast would you say it appeared to be going? Did it
change speed very radically during the time that you saw
it?

The initial speed 1 would say probably was 800 to 1000
miles an hour. How fast can it --it's hard to say, just to
compute that speed.

Certainly much faster than another airplane would.

Oh much faster, much faster than a jet.

Faster than a jet?

Yes ma'am.

Couldn't be a jet, not at that altitude because their fuel
is so critlical.

Ryan:

Int:
Foster:

Ryan:

Neff:
Ryan,

Ryan:
Neff:

Foster:
Ryan:

Did it appear to change color at all?

Yes it did. It changed color after it got to the west of us,
probably 8 to 10 miles. It appeared--the light went out,
that's what had Bill and I concerned. It went out momen-
tarily, and we knew there was something up there, and
now here we were with a load of passengers with some -
thing on our course up ahead, and what are we going to
do, so we watched this where the light went out and this
orange object came on--this orange light.

We looked at one another a little bit amazed, so we de -
cided we'd call Griffiss Air Force Base, and I thought
they had the rvadar on. . . And they didn't have it on-
It would take them 30 minutes to energize the set.

They asked us to keep it sighted and we did, and we kept
calling out our location and as we told them where we were
we turned all our lights on. They asked us to turn them
offand they could see us, and they asked if this object you
see is orange in color. We said it was --

This is after it turned on I understand

Yes. They said "we have a definite silhouette in sight
south of the field.'" Now those fellas are observers who
are in the tower. They said that they could see a sil-
houette.

Int:
Ryan:

Watertoum could see it and they're quite a ways north of
Griffiss, and Albany saw it --two men in the tower at Al -
bany--one an Air Force man and one a CAA man. And
they saw it after we first called them, and noticed--and
they looked over to the west and saw it right away.

And when they saw it was it moving ?

Well, we didn't get to talk with them --

But to you it was moving?

Oh yes.

Real fast?

It stayed just that far ahead of us, and they asked us what
our point of next intended landing was, and I told them
Syracuse, and they wanted to be identified--our aircraft,
number and serial number, and they said "well abandon
that next landing temporarily and maintain the course and
your altitude,’ so we did. They were calling scramble.

Int:
Neff:
Int:
Neff:
Int:
Ryan:



Int:

Neff:

When you said ****(garbled), was it low, or was it low for
a jet?

Well, it was low and it was also low for a jet. There
happened to be an overcast that evening which eliminated
the possibility of a star right off the bat, and ****(gar-
bled) the way I understand it a jet burns up three or four
times the amount of fuel at low altitude than it does at high
altitude. I don't think a jet could stay down that long with -
out using up a considerable amount of gas.

Int:
Ryan:

How fast were you going?

About 250 miles per hour.

*#**(garbled) then did they slow down or why didn't****
(garbled)

They must have slowed doun.
slowed down.

Ryan: ""They'' or "it"" must have

Neff: We trailedout as far as Oswego whichis right onthe south
shore of Lake Ontario andwe passed up our point of land -
ing at Syracuse and we weren't sure we should hold the
passengers up any longer, and of course we didn't ad-

vise them.

We called them (Griffiss AFB) and they said they were
"about off,' and that was about 8 minutes and we couldn't
work them any longer, and we turned over with Syracuse
tower, and they were giving - relaying the messages back
and forth, and it was then about 10 to 12 minutes and
they're still not off yet. And we can't--I don't know, we'd
probably still be flying. I just don't know where the jets
were. Why didn't they get the jets up ?

Well what happened to the object ?

It went off, it just went to the northwest and it went out of
sight.

Was it more rapid? All of a sudden did it accelerate its
speed?

It did appear to--after it got over the water it appeared
really get out of sight very fast.

It did, in the direction of Toronto--in that direction.

Ryan:

Was this object saucer-shaped or not?

Oh I don't know; I couldn't say.

There was no definite shape to it, it was just a brilliant
light.

Radar-Visual Sighting by PAA Flight

March 29, 1957: About 7:30 p.m. local time, Pan American
flight 206A was northbound off the east coast of Florida, at 30
degrees N, Latitude. The plane was enroute to New York from
Nassau at 16,000 feet, moving through the topsof cumulus clouds,
on a heading of 25 degrees magnetic. At the controls was Capt.
Kenneth G. Brosdal. The engineer, John Wilbur, was in the
co-pilot’s seat. The co-pilot, George Jacobson, was navigating.

‘“ About 50 miles east of Papa-3, a checkpointbetween Nassau
and Tuna,’’ Capt. Brosdal stated, ‘‘we (the co-pilot, engineer and
myself) saw this very bright white light. It seemed to grow in
intensity to the point where it would be about 3 or 4 strengths of
a rising Venus, then would subside. This happened about 3 or 4
times, during which I came to enough to check on the radar
screen. Sure enough, a target showed up at 3 o’clock between
45-50 miles away.

“Using the curser on the face of the radar, I checked the
angle of sighting and it checked with the visual angle. This light
appeared to be stationary, or moving in a N.E. direction (same
as us). I observed this on the scope long after the light went out.
I checked with Miami ATC [Air Traffic Control] but no other
traffic or firing was in the area, to their knowledge.”’ [40]

The radar set, tuned to the 50 mile range, tracked the uni-
dentified target for 20 minutes. The visual observation lasted
4-5 minutes. The blip on the scope, Capt. Brosdal added, indi-
cated an apparent size in excess of the size of normal aircraft.
The altitude of the light, on the basis of angle of sight and radar
ranging, was estimated to be 20,000 to 25,000 feet.
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Capt. Brosdal indicated that he was most impressed by the
exceptional intensity of the light during the bright phase of pul-
sation.

Pilot Reports High-Speed Light

October 8, 1957: Another Pan American pilot sighted an
unidentified light. Capt. Joseph L. Flynn, bringing a DC-7C
flight into New York from Paris, noticedthe UFO at 7:05 a.m. about
25 miles southwest of Boston. The object, ‘‘like a star travelling
very fast,”’ showed up to the right of the plane. ‘“The sun was
directly behind the plane and the object glowed a very bright
silver,’”” Captain Flynn said. ‘‘It was much brighter than the
morning star.’”’ The pilot turned the plane and, for five minutes,
tried to follow the UFO. But it sped out of sight.

At first Captain Flynn assumed the object was the Russian
satellite, Sputnik I. But a check withthe Smithsonian Institution’s
astrophysical observatory revealed that the satellite had passed
over the New York areaat 8:03a.m., nearly an hour after the UFO
sighting. [41] Nor would a satellite be so readily visible or
appear to travel at high speed as described.

Gyrating Light Ascends After Crossing Path of Plane

February 4, 1959: Over the Western Caribbean, 3:00 a.m.,
Capt. H. Dunker, Pan American Airways, was piloting a DC-6-B
from New Orleans to Panama. He and the crew saw a reddish
light speed across their course from right to left (west to east).
About 45 degrees to their left the light stopped suddenly, fading
in luminosity. Seconds later it sped back across and stopped
about 10 degrees to the right. Then the UFO moved again to the
left. After remaining visible about 45 seconds, the object went
straight up out of sight at tremendous speed. [42]

Airliners Paced by Three UFOs

The sighting of three glowing objects by several airline crews
February 24, 1959 is one of the most thoroughly investigated (and,
ironically, one of the most controversial) on record. The Rey
witness, Capt. Peter W. Killian, was interviewed by NICAP per-
somnel. A detailed investigation report, including weather data,
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