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FOREWORD

In tribute to JOSEPH P. WHITWELL, my friend and
associate of many years, these SERMONETTES, an inter-
pretation of Spiritualism, have been compiled and ar-
ranged as a memorial to him. May the many excellent
editorials written by Mr. Whitwell clearly defining, pre-
senting and evaluating Spiritualism as a Science, Philoso-
phy, Religion and an Organization, be a continued source
of help to the many interested truth seekers and members
of Spiritualist organizations.

These booklets will be published in four parts,—Book-
let I, Booklet II, Booklet III, Booklet IV. Several Sermon-
ettes are included in each one, with biographical sketch
and contents for your convenience. May they prove to
be helpful in study classes, as well as a part of the regular
church service, to be used as desired and needed.

With this thought in mind, knowing his intense and
loving interest in Spiritualism, his knowledge and analytical
mind, we lovingly dedicate this volume.

Verna K. Kuhlig.

These SERMONETTES, originally in four booklets,
now appear in one volume. |
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Spiritualism :—The Mother of Men and Angels

Out of the shadows of the past, the world is moving into the light,
it is day-break everywhere! And on the horizon of the human mind,
Spiritualism is dawning, bringing a brighter and kindlier light to all.

Jos. P. Whitwell
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~ BIOGRAPHY

Joseph P. Whitwell, third President of the National
Spiritualist Association of the U.S.A., was born in the
city of Stourbridge, England, June 23, 1860. He was edu-
cated at “Cotton Hall,” and Radcliffe College, both located
in Staffordshire, England.

Mr. Whitwell came to America in the sprlng of 1880
and purchased two hundred acres of prairie land in Lyon
County, Minnesota, but later sold it and located at St.
Paul, Minnesota, during the year 1881. In November, 1885,
he married Miss Ellen Kilshaw, who had arrived, with
her parents from England, during the summer of 1881.
Five children blest this home, three sons and two daughters.

For forty-three years Mr. Whitwell was a successful
business man in St. Paul. He was known as a ‘“tobacconist”
and was the owner of the North Star Tobacco Company.
In the “Cigar and Tobacco Journal,” April, 1930, a beauti-
ful tribute was paid on his retirement from the business
world. Acknowledgement was made of the success in his
work, and his interest and continued work in the field of
Spiritualism where full time would henceforth be given.
Quoting from the Journal, “this loss will be felt more
keenly as time goes on, because in his retirement, a pillar of
strength 1s removed from the ranks that presented itself in
a solid fronmt whenever problems affecting the industry
came up. He has this to take with him along Life’s high-
ways; the esteem and respect of every individual that has
come to know and admwe hzm during that long career as
a tobacconist.” -

Mr. Whitwell’s introduction to Spiritualism was in
home circles, held in his own home, commencing about the
year 1894, and continuing for more than twenty years. It
was at these circles that Mrs. Whitwell unfolded a very
beautiful mediumship of trance, for lecture and publiec
work, and clairvoyance and clairaudience,—for spirit com-
munication. Mr. Whitwell received his knowledge and under-
standing of the philosophy and religion of Spiritualism, by
instruetion from the spirit Teachers through the medlum-
ship of Mrs. Whitwell.

About the year 1894, Mr. Whitwell joined the Splrltual-
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3 SERMONETTES

ist Society, known as the St. Paul Spiritual Alliance, the
name of which was later changed to the First Spiritualist
Church of St. Paul. After a brief period of membership, he
was elected President of the church and continued in that
office for nearly forty years.

In 1908 Mr. Whitwell was elected President of the
Minnesota State Spiritualist Association and was re-elected
to that office annually for twenty years.

At the 19th annual convention of the National Spiritual-
ist Association held in St. Louis in 1911, he was elected as
trustee, which office he held until 1912.

At the 20th annual convention, held in Dallas, Texas,
he was elected Vice-President, which office he held until
January 22, 1925, when, on the passing of the then Presi-
dent, Dr. George B. Warne, Mr. Whitwell was elected by
the board to fill the office of President until the following an-
nual convention. At the 33rd convention held in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, 1925, he was elected to fill out the unexpired
term of one year of Dr. Warne’s period of office.

The following year, at the 34th annual convention held
in Toledo, Ohio, 1926, Mr. Whitwell was elected to the
office of President of the National Spiritualist Association
for the full term of three years. He was reelected for a
three year term of office as President, up to, and including
the 49th annual convention, held in Los Angeles, California,
October, 1941. Mr. Whitwell retired from that office at the
time of the 52nd annual convention held in St. Louis,
October, 1944, and at that time was elected President
Emeritus, which office he held until the time of his passing,
June 10, 1956.

For twenty years, Mr. Whitwell was the able editor of
The National Spiritualist, official organ of N.S.A. of C. As
author, teacher and leader, his contribution to the organiza-
tion of Spiritualism has been monumental. Wherever he
went and whatever he did, it seemed that a mission in life
had been fulfilled. His compassionate understanding of
human nature, the encouragement and help given to many
in need, will be a lasting memory.

The religion of Spiritualism meant everything to Mr.
Whitwell. His defense of it was expressed in many replies
to attacks that were made from time to time, and published
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in The National Spiritualist. A pamphlet entitled “Inex-
cusable Attacks on the Religion of Spiritualism,” was pub-
lished in 1945. His work as a missionary has been out-
standing, for he traveled from coast to coast in the inter-
est of the National Spiritualist Association, visiting
churches, camps, counseling state associations and members
when needed. His encouragement to mediums and young
people was a great service.

Long will the name of Joseph P. Whitwell linger in
the hearts and memory of friends who knew and loved
him. BEarly on Sunday morning, June 10, 1956, the doors
of heaven were opened and quietly he slipped away.




10 \ SERMONETTES

COMMEMORATION
1848 - 1893 - 1948

Once again a child has been born.

A New Ideal has been realized.

A New Revelation given to the world.

To faith has been added knowledge.

To worship has been added service.

To prayer is added personal responsibility.
Supernatural is superseded by Natural Law.
Superstition is replaced by reason.
Darkness replaced by light.

Man has come into his own with realization,
Realization that he is a part of the Infinite Whole,
Whose Body Nature is, and God the Soul.

As we commemorate an event which occurred one
hundred years ago, we do so with a realization that we
celebrate an event which will be revered more and more
fully as the years go by and all of its implications and
possibilities become more fully understood and its re-
quirements complied with.

The fact that Spirit Raps were heard, manifestations
witnessed, coming events correctly foretold, hidden things
revealed, mysteries made plain in the cottage at Hydesville,
in the year 1848, now one hundred years ago, is not in any
way an assertion that these manifestations were unique,
nor that such had not been witnessed in earlier ages of
the world.

Rather, as they came, they were a confirmation, and
in a measure a proof, or evidence of the possibility of com-
munication from the Spirit World to man on earth, records
of which may be found in all of the Bibles of all ages of
the world. Records upon which all of the religions of the
world have been builded, and to which all Religionists will
refer when questioned as to the basis of their belief.

Whether we refer back to the Book of Genesis, and
the story of the Garden of Eden, or the story of Moses
and the Ten Commandments, or to the Life of Jesus, the
Christ, the annunciation, the conception, the birth, the
resurrection, materialization, ascension, always, we are
told, in those stories, that from the Spirit World came
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The Lord or The angel of the Lord giving its message to
the one who had been selected and prepared to receive it.

Thus we affirm that manifestations from the Spirit
World did not originate at the cottage at Hydesville, nor
with those who are today known to the world as Spiritual-
ists, but that they have been in evidence in all ages of
the world, in a greater or a lesser degree ever since the
first soul passed from the earth plane of life to life in the
Spirit World. |

For hundreds of centuries these manifestations were
witnessed by man on earth, and were interpreted by him
in the terms of supernatural and as being a direct interven-
tion or act of God (A Personal, Anthropomorphic God)
and His Angels, or by the Devil and his satellites in the
affairs of man on earth.

Any questioning or attempt to investigate or study the
nature and cause of these happenings was considered
sacreligious and thus was condemned and forbidden by
the church and its ministry and was made punishable by
death which was inflicted upon thousands of earnest seek-
ers of truth, who dared to trespass upon the assumed
rights of special privilege.

By such means were all avenues for soul-growth and
spiritual evolution closed to mankind, and his mind,
thought, conscience and, consciousness subjected to the

arbitrary interpretation and conclusions of the Priesthood
of the Ages. '

Light, more light, was the cry of the human soul for
centuries of time, and in response thereto came, once
more, the message from the Beyond, We are Here, We are
not Dead, We Live and Love you still, and so insistent did
the raps become, so convincing the messages, so logical
the truths spoken, the philosophy expressed, that by the
thousands, earth’s people, clergy and laity, flocked to the
newly opened doorway of mediumship, through which
poured the messages from the Beyond. '

Messages by means of which, FEAR, fear of death, of
an angry God, of hell-fire, of eternal separation from loved
ones were eliminated and hope, joy, love, happiness, again
restored to their original habitat, and for which it was
born into the world, the human soul.
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But with this new found freedom for thought came
the questioning, the doubting, the seeking. Seeking for
New Light, upon questions which had been arbitrarily
interpreted and decided in the dark ages of the world.
The newly interested neophyte, medium and laity alike,
finding communication to be a fact, added this newly
found truth to their previously accepted idea, of religion
and called it SPIRITUALISM. Thus there were as many
different conceptions of what Spiritualism is and does, as
there were denominations from which its adherents had
come.

For these reasons and for the purpose of unfolding a
philosophy, in harmony and in accord with Natural Law,
a few earnest and sincere men and women who had made
deep study of spirit phenomena decided to make an effort
to organize a National Association for the purpose of
studying the phenomena, protecting mediumship from the
vicious attacks of its enemies, and formulating a philosophy
and a religion that would be in harmony with their in-
vestigations and findings.

In the year 1893, forty-five years after the raps that
resounded around the world had been heard in the little
cottage at Hydesville,—a National Convention was called
and was held in the city of Chicago at 77 Thirty-first
Street, on September 27th 28th 29th, 1893.

At this organization convention there were present two
hundred and one delegates, coming from twenty-six
different states and representing one hundred and one
different cities, including one in Germany.

At this convention, and during succeeding conventions,
the Association has come to be known as THE NATION-
AL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION. Truly a noble Name
for a noble Cause.

SPIRIT ,—God is Spirit.

SPIRITUAL,—the development of the highest and the
best within man.

SPIRITUALISM,—the study for beneficial use of the
spiritual laws of life.

SPIRITUALIST,—one who studies, understands and
lives in accordance with spiritual law, for the welfare of
the world in which he lives.
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The investigation of its phenomena and a study of
their implications have given full assurance that GOD IS
SPIRIT universally present, manifesting and thus creat-
ing life through all forms of organisms in all departments
of Nature, thereby re-affirming the fatherhood of God,
the motherhood of Nature, and the brotherhood of man.

The first three of the Declaration of Principles of the

National Spiritualist Association, (study them) state clear-
ly our position upon this matter and give assurance that
not only is Jesus the son of God, but also that all men
equally are the children of God, each one the repository of
mfinite possibilities.

This is our inheritance,—the result of years of self-
sacrifice, unselfishness and loving service for others. Thus
far have we been led, but the end is not yet, for man s
the repository of infinite possibilities, and it is our great
privilege, but serious responsibility to determine what use
we make of those possibilities, and where we go from here.

The world needs, oh, so badly all that we may be
privileged to give. The Spirit World watches vigilantly
for the open door, the channel through which it may trans-
mit its message to man on earth for the welfare of the
world. The responsibility is ours. May we decide wisely,
justly, generously, kindly and helpfully,—

WHERE WE GO FROM HERE'!

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES OF
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION

Interpretation by Joseph P. Whitwell.

1. We believe in Infinite Intelligence.

By this we express our belief in a supreme Impersonal
Power, everywhere present, manifesting as life, through
all forms of organized matter called by some God,—by
others, Spirit,—and by Spiritualists, Infinite Intelligence.

2. We believe that the phenomena of Nature, both
physical and spiritual, are the expression of Infinite In-
telligence. In this manner we express our belief in the
immanence of Spirit and that all forms of life are mani-
festations of Spirit or Infinite Intelligence, and thus that

all men are, Children of God.
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3. We affirm that a correct understanding of such ex-
pression and living in accordance therewith constitute true
religion. A correct understanding of the laws of nature,
on the physical, mental and spiritual planes of life, and
living in accordance therewith will unfold the highest as-
pirations and attributes of the Soul, which is the correct
function of True Religion. f

4. We affirm that the existence and personal identity
of the individual continue after the change called death.
(Quote) Life here and life hereafter is all one life whose
continuity of consciousness is unbroken by that mere
change in form whose process we call death. (Lilian
Whiting).

5. We affirm that communication with the so-called
dead is a fact, scientifically proven by the phenomena of
Spiritualism. |

Spirit communication has been in evidence in all ages
of the world and is amply recorded in both sacred and pro-
fane literature of all ages. Orthodoxy has accepted these
manifestations and has interpreted them in dogma and
creed in terms of the supernatural. Spiritualism accepts
and recognizes these manifestations and interprets them
in the understanding and light of Natural Law.

6. We believe that the highest morality is contained
in the Golden Rule: Whatsoever ye would that others should
do unto you, do ye also unto them.

This precept we believe to be true. It points the way to
harmony, peace and happiness. Wherever tried it has proven
successful, and when fully understood and practiced, will
bring peace and happiness to man on earth.

7. We affirm the moral responsibility of the individual,
and that he makes his own happiness or unhappiness as
he obeys or disobeys nature’s physical and spiritual laws.

Man himself is responsible for the welfare of the world
in which he lives; for its welfare or its misery, for its
happiness or unhappiness and if he is to obtain Heaven
upon Earth, he himself must learn to make that heaven,
for himself and others. Individually man is responsible
for his own spiritual growth and welfare. Sins and wrong-
doing must be outgrown and overcome. Virtue and love
and good must take their place. Spiritual growth and
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advancement must be attained by aspiration and personal
striving. Vicarious atonement has no place in the philosophy
of Spiritualism. Each one must carry his own cross to
Calvary’s Height in the overcoming of wrongdoing and
replacing them with the right.

3. We affirm that the doorway to reformation is never
closed against any human soul, here or hereafter.

We discard entirely the terrible wrong and illogical
teachings of eternal damnation, and in place thereof we
accept and present for consideration of thinking people
the thought of the continuity of life beyond the change
called death.

A natural life, where the opportunity for growth and
progress to better, higher and more spiritual conditions
are open to all, even as they are here on the earth plane
of life. We accept no such teaching as a Hell Flire, but,—we
do teach that sin and wrongdoing will necessarily bring
remorse and suffering that would be difficult to desecribe
in words and which can only be relieved by the individual’s
own efforts if not here, then in the hereafter. If we make
our own lives better while here, and that of our neighbors
happier, we shall unfold that happiness or heaven on earth
which we shall carry with us into the Spirit World.

9. We affirm that the precept of Prophecy contained

in the Bible is a D1V1ne attribute proven through Medium-
ship.
- We thus affirm our belief in and acceptance of the
truths which are contained in the Bible and assert that
Prophecy is not unique nor of recent occurrence alone, but
that it is universal and everlasting, and has been witnessed
and observed in all ages of the world.

FUNDAMENTALS OF SPIRITUALISM

- Many years of strenuous work by noble, unselfish men
and women pioneering the way into new fields of research
and inquiry, were destined to bring to man on earth an
entirely new conception of the problem of life, both here
and hereafter.

By the term, hereafter, one naturally refers to life and
1ts experiences, after the change has taken place Whlch
has heretofore been called Death.
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For many centuries man has been asked to accept, as
a matter of faith, the statement that there is life, con-
scious life, after so-called death and this claim has been
sustained by evidences of communications received in
different ages of the world, from the world of spirit.

Upon the basis of such communications have been
builded the systems of dogma and creed which are termed
religion, and are expected to be accepted and believed in
as the infallible interpretation of Truth.

In our judgment the most important thing to be realized
is the fact that Spiritualism has and is a definite religion,
a logical philosophy, all its own.

Spiritualism is not a religion of worship but is a re-
ligion of devotion and service. Devotion to goodness by
manifesting it in our daily actions. Service to others and
a realization that always our words and our deeds add
to or detract from the welfare and the happiness of the
community in which we live.

The message that comes to us from the Spirit World
is the world 1s what we make it. The responsibility is ours.
Too long man has been satisfied to follow inclination,
pleasure, indulgence and depend upon prayer and a vi-
carious atonement for his future welfare.

The message that those wise teachers who are living
In the Spirit World would bring to us is that every man
is a child of God and as man’s physical and intellectual
progress are entirely dependent upon his own efforts so
also 1s his spiritual development equally dependent upon
his own efforts, aspirations and desires.

We do not believe in a personal God in a definitely lo-
cated heaven. We do not believe in an only son of God
being sacrificed to appease an angry God and to pay for
our mistakes. Let us make no pretenses.

In the philosophy of Spiritualism we would face facts.
We would wish to understand and to teach from those
things which We have found to be true: That life is con-
tinuous. That our friends still continue to live over
there. That their life there at present 1s exactly what
they have made it by the condition of their life when
living on earth. That life over there, as here, 1s progressive
and that to the Spiritualist,—that which has been called
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salvation, means progression, improvement, unfoldment by
mdividual effort. Again we say,—Spiritualism is not a re-
ligion of worship but is a religion of service.

There is no evidence or reason at all to think that God
or Spirit interfere in any way in the affairs of man. God
gives life, God gives free will, and from that life, by the
action of free will determines his own condition of life
and the condition of the world in which we live.

We affirm not only that Jesus was a son of God but
that all men equally are children of God, and that their
spiritual unfoldment is entirely a matter of individual and
personal effort.

The National Spiritualist Association has a definite
philosophy which is included and distinctly and clearly
presented within the pages of its Spiritualist Manual. The
wealth of material contained therein was carefully com-
piled by the leaders and members of the association with
years of experience. Through careful analysis and study,
the teachings from the Spirit World were accepted and in-
cluded in the science, philosophy and religion that has
been made a part of the fundamental teachings of this as-
sociation.

Now as never before, man is eager to know the answer
to, Where do we go from here? Spiritualists have the
answer, if they know the fundamentals of their philosophy.
An intelligent presentation of the philosophy, which in-
cludes our interpretation of the idea of God, the creation,
evolution of life, the Spirit World, our purpose in life, pro-
gress and our responsibilities and many other important
subjects are all inclusive.

MAN’S SEARCH FOR GOD—GOD’S SEARCH FOR MAN

True it is that throughout the ages man has been
seeking to discover God; to find that great power from
which life proceeds, to understand that great source of
Life which men have called God. Earnest and sincere as
these efforts of man may have been, as is well shown in
the life and teachings, the philosophy and leadership of
such men as the prophets, saviors and religious teachers
of past ages, each of whom in his day and age was credited
with being of virgin birth and the savior of the world.
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Of these assumed miraculously born and endowed
saviors who have been great spiritual leaders and teachers
are Jesus of Judea, Krishna and Gautama of India, Osiris
and Horus of Egypt, Zoroaster and Mithra of Persia, Con-
fucious and Lao Tsze of China, and many others, all of
whom taught of God and a future life. All of these have
received honors and have worshipped as gods or sons of
God, and through all may be seen by those who wish to
see, the honest search of man for God.

Jesus well taught that God was his father and that
he was a son of God, but his saying, and ye are my brethren,
has been hidden away in the archives of mystery, as have
been so many of his and others’ sayings which speak Truth
too plainly to suit the orthodox trained mind. Thus has
been lost sight of the ONE GREAT TRUTH, that ALL
men are children of God; a Truth which may be found
clearly expressed in the teachings of all great religious
teachers, as well as being positively implied in the philoso-
phy of evolution and the sciences.

- In man’s search, through man for God, he has studied
the scriptures and has analyzed the sayings and teachings
of sages, seers, saviors and prophets, but has lost sight
of, or deliberately hidden away the one key to the mystery
of the God-head, which may be found by those who seek
in the simple statement, GOD IS SPIRIT, Not GOD IS A
SPIRIT,—as is so insistently stated by the hiders of Truth
who claim to be its teachers and champions.

With this statement made clear as the key with which
to open the door of knowledge, all other things fall natural-
ly into line and man is enabled to grasp the real meaning
of the fatherhood of God, the motherhood of Nature and
the brotherhood of man ; that great mystery, THE TRINI-
TY..

The fatherhood of God, once admitted, then the mother-
hood of Nature follows in natural sequence, for it is al-
ways through Nature that manifestation of life becomes
evident. Spirit, functioning through matter produces life,
and in the study of life, as it manifests through matter,
man discovers the law of evolution.

If then we speak of man’s search for God in these
terms, in what language can God’s search for man be made
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clear? Man has searched for God for decades and for cen-
turies, but God’s search for man has been from all time to
forever, and the end is not yet, nor will it ever be, not until
the perfect man shall appear on earth and God’s great
Truth can come through from the God-head to man on
earth in the same pure and unadulterated form as that in
which it proceeded from its infinite source, for, GOD
SPEAKS TO MAN THROUGH MAN.

How can man in any way estimate the time that has
elapsed since Spirit first started to manifest life, in the
process of evolution, through the dissolution of the granite
of the mountains, reducing them to rocks, stones, sands,
and eventually through vegetation to the souls through
which Spirit is enabled to manifest in greater beauty and
usefulness because of the evolved and higher condition of
the substance through which the manifestation is made.
All of this is so clear and evident to the farmer, the garden-
er, the agriculturist, who is yearly engaged in improving,
by evolution, the soils through which he receives reward
for his toil and labor. -

Remember always that God gives life. Man makes con-

ditions and the world is what we make it. There are just
as many apples in the orchard as are furnished through
the organism of the trees and their quality depends upon
the condition of the tree on which they grow.

There are just as many good, kind and loving thoughts,
or evil, unkind, hateful thoughts in the world as are de-
veloped and produced through the organism of man. Again,
the world is what WE make it, for Spirit gives life, but
man makes conditions and by their fruits, man may be
known equally today as in days of past ages.

In the first part of this article, we attempted to show
,the reason for man’s failure in his many attempts through
‘man to find God, or evidence of His presence in the economy
of this world or of the universe.

We therein stated that man’s failure was due to his
insistence upon representing God as a personal being, A
SPIRIT, in place of accepting Him as Universal Spirit,
the one great Universal Power, in whom we live and
move and have our being, and of whom there is universal
evidence throughout all of Nature. <
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Omnipotent, because from Him proceeds the almighty

force and power which regulates the movements of the

millions of stars and keeps the planets in their regular and
appointed course in the heavens.

Omniscient, because He has been and is the life and
source of life of every herb that heals, every grain of
wheat and corn that nourishes, of every fruit of the or-
chard which tempts and pleases the appetite of man.

Omnipresent, because God ¢s Spirit, and Spirit is the
Life of the universe. Where life is seen, there is a manifes-
tation of God, a demonstration of Deity, and undeniable
evidence of the presence of Spirit.

To find the evidence of the presence of God, both spirit

‘and matter are essential for as Hypatia says, contact of

soul with matter makes all there is of Life. Soul without
matter were an eternal sleep of nothingness. Matter, with-
out Soul, eternal, dismal death.

If, through the laws of evolution, man has grown to
the point, where through fulfillment of the laws of medium-
ship he is enabled to communicate with those now in the
more advanced condition of life, what then becomes of the
law of evolution after the change called death?

Does it then become inoperative and cease to be a
part of universal and eternal progression? Not so, for
progression is eternal and that which once lived must con-

- tinue to live, progress, evolve and unfold.

Lilian Whiting, in her beautiful book, After Her Death,
assures as that the law of evolution is not limited to action
on the physical world alone. It does not cease to operate
with the attainment of physical perfection.

Attainment of physical perfection on the physical plane
of life does not in any way imply the attainment of physical
perfection on all planes of life. For, there is a physical
body and there is a spiritual body, and the substance of
which the spiritual body is composed, while imperceptible

to the physical senses of man on the earth plane of life is

still substance, as real and as everlasting as are the granites
from which it started on its course or journey of evolution.

Thus the progress of evolution of the soul, started in

‘the dim and distant ages of long past centuries will con-

tinue to operate in the functioning of the soul in the future
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ages as it has done in the past. The changes in the condition
of man during that time will be no less marked than the
changes that have been made in the evolution of man, from

the granite of the mountain to his present condition, or the

pebbles of the beach or the sands of the shore, to the re-
fined and beautiful petals of the rose. All produced by the
omnipotent power of Spirit, functioning in and through
organism which were evolved by Spirit, the one great
source of all life.

We now quote again from After Her Death, wherein
the author says, The tragedy of life would be in its lost
opportunities, were 1t not that a lost opportunity, when
fully recognized too late for its pursuance here is there

held to await him, who shall be worthy of it, on the plane
of life just beyond.

Thus we are brought face to face with the questlon,‘

What are the opportunities over there? Does the law of evo-
lution operate over there as it does on this plane of life?
Or, are there other laws in Nature yet to be discovered
by man to account for or explain the possibility of pro-
gression over there? There must be progression or retro-
gression for Nature does not stand still. To do so would
spell extinction and death. |

THE TRINITY

In man’s search for truth and for an answer to the
ever recurring question: What and where is God? many

have been the postulated replies, but an answer that

satisfies the Intelligence of present day students and philo-
sophers seems to be as far removed from human under-
standing and acceptance as were the theories and conclu-
sions of those of ancient times. ,

The olden-time statement that No man ever hath seen
God remains as true today as in the past, and a solution to
that God question as far removed as ever.

Present day religious philosophy and teachings postu-
late a personal God sitting on a throne in a far off distance,
and yet it has also been taught that God is Spirit, not A
Spirit, and that God is everywhere.

The teaching of the theory of the Trinity as being three
persons in one God, which has been termed A Mystery
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unexplainable, but yet a matter of Faith, and therefore un-
questionable is yet as far from explanation as ever.

And yet these statements of Faith are being questioned
today by thinking minds, and because no understandable
answer is being given many are wavering in their blind
faith. They are seeking more light and are striving to fol-
low the advice given by Paul when he said: Add to your
Faith, Knowledge.

Spiritualism, in its Philosophy and its Religion postu-
lates the thought, in regard to Trinity that GOD IS SPIRIT,
the positive in Nature (the Father) functioning through
MATTER the negative in Nature (the Mother), thus pro-
ducing the appropriate product of the organism through
which Life is made manifest.

SPIRIT! that great source of life, in which as has been
truly said, We live and move and have our being, without
which manifestation of life would not be possible, but with
the co-operation of matter (Mother) all things are pos31ble
and can be accomplished.

" This thought is well expressed by Hypatia, in the
beautiful book, THE STAR OF ENDOR, in the following
words, Contact of Soul with Matter make all there is of
LIFE. Soul, without Matter, were an eternal sleep of
Dreamy Nothingness. Matter, without Soul, eternal Dismal
Death.

The above lesson is then further valuably illustrated by
Hypatia in the following words Now, beloved child of earth
and brother of the spheres, have you found the shrine
you seek? Within the mighty temple of the Brain it is,
thy Mother Infinite comes nearest to thy call. Her throne
18 Conscientiousness; and the purer you keep the Altar,
in fuller measure will thy prayer be heard.

Thus would Spiritualism explain to the inquiring mind
the mystery of the Trinity. SPIRIT, the positive, FATH-
ER; MATTER,—the negative, MOTHER; CHILD, the
PRODUCT, the Result of SPIRIT, functioning through

MATTER.

In the Orchard, Spirit functioning through the organism
of the tree produces the fruits. In the garden, spirit, func-
tioning through the organism of the bush, produces the
beautiful rose, with all of its sweetness and fragrance,
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but always the by-product is manifested in accordance with
the quality and condition of the organism through which
the manifestation is produced. From the little crab-apple,
growing along the roadside to the finer fruits which so
appeal to and satisfy the appetite of man; from the single
leafed wild rose, growing along the hedges of the lanes
and country highways, to the beautiful American Beauty,
which so grace the rooms and parlors of our homes, always
demonstrating beauty and perfection in accordance with
the condition of the organism through which the manifes-
tation is made.

Thus also with the Human Family, Spirit, Infinite In-
telligence, functioning through the organism of the human
being, producing and manifesting finite intelligence through
the organism of the individual but always in accord with
the mental and spiritual condition of the individual.

Thus is justified the statement which is made in the
seventh of the Declaration of Principles, of the National
Spiritualist Association, wherein is stated, We affirm the
moral responsibility of the individual and that he makes -
his own happiness or unhappiness as he obeys or disobeys
nature’s physical and spiritual lows. Spirit functions as
lavishly in giving life through the sinner as through the
saint, and it is entirely within the province of the individual
to decide as to what use and purpose he will make of the
Life, the Spirit, which flows continuously through his
organism and which is his to use. |

Thus do we justify our statement that God speaks to
man through man, but always in accordance with the
mental and spiritual development and aspiration of th
individual. |

However near or far removed we may be from the
Great Source of all Life and Knowledge, there are always
those in the Spirit World, who are aware of, and who re-
spond to the desire, the prayer of the individual, and thus
may man advance, step by step upward on the ladder of
progression, as by study, application and sincerity he be-
comes worthy and capable of receiving.

We have said that God speaks to Man through Man.
Equally well may it be said too that God works for Man
through Man, and thus are the works of the spirit passed’
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on to man on earth through the intervention of man
living in the Spirit World. How thankful man on earth
should be that such guidance and assistance is available
in the hour of need.

The philosophy of the guidance and companionship of
Guardian Angels has been and is generally acknowledged
and taught in most orthodox churches, but the fact of in-
tervention on their part, for the welfare of man on earth
is so carefully veiled in mystery, that it is lost sight of
entirely when it becomes a matter of making it applicable
in daily life.

With Robert G. Ingersoll we can truthfully say, we are
not endeavoring to chain the future, but to free the present.
We are not forging fetters for our children but are break-
ing those our fathers made for us. We do not pretend to
have circumnavigated everything and to have solved all
difficulties, but we do believe that it is better to love men
than to fear gods; that it 1s grander and nobler to think and
mvestigate for yourself than to repeat a creed. We are
laying the foundation of the grand temple of the future,—
not the temple of all the gods; but of all the people,—where-
m, with appropriate rites will be celebrated the religion
of humanity.

We postulate the Trinity of Nature; Spirit,—function-
ing through matter, producing or creating life in all of
its various forms up to that of the human being, thereby
postulating a logical explanation of the long time mystery
of the Trinity, and giving grounds for an acceptance of
the beautiful truth of the Fatherhood of God, the Mother-
hood of Nature, and the Brotherhood of Man.

THE TRINITY OF NATURE MADE MANIFEST IN
LIFFE

THE VALUE OF ORGANIZATION

Not infrequently we hear the question asked, “What is
the value of organization? What does organization do for
me? Why should I belong to or be a member of the or-
ganization?” Such questions are asked all too often by ones
who have derived the greatest benefits, mentally, physical-
ly and spiritually, from those who live in the world of
spirit. For hundreds of years, by history, legend, tradition,
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everywhere was the convincing evidence of communica-
tions received; manifestations witnessed and observed by
man on the earth plane of life.

During those many years, the manifestations were
either ignored, suppressed or turned into theological teach-
ings of the supernatural, the investigation of which was
deemed sacrilegious and was suppressed. Even up to the
time of the raps at Hydesville, mediumship was suppressed.
Mediums were persecuted, tortured and imprisoned for
demonstrating those powers, which alone are a basis for
belief in a future life, and upon which all religious tenets,
creeds and beliefs are founded.

Today, we find that honest mediums and the correct
and honorable use of the great faculty of mediumship
are looked up to, honored and respected alike by the
scientist, the student, the teacher, all eager for knowledge
of this wonderful new revelation which has come to man
on earth, because he is ready for it and is willing to accept
it with eager joy and happiness.

All of this has been made possible because of organiza-
tion. Did we not have organization, then our position

could be compared with what has happened to some of the _
countries of the world today, for lack of proper and efficient

organization to resist the powers of aggression and fight
for the liberties and the rights of the people of the world.

One may as well ask, “Why should I be a part of the
community in which I live, a lawabiding member of the
state tn which I reside, a loyal citizen of this country?”’

The answer, in a measure would be commensurate, for

through organization has been made possible the right of
every individual to freedom of thought, freedom of speech,
freedom from totalitarianism in social, political and re-
ligious life, alike.

Thus through organization has been made possible, in-
vestigation of the spiritual laws of life, and man in his
investigation and studies has come to the realization that
through the avenues of mediumship may be obtained the
lessons and the teachings from the Seers of the Ages, who
have at all times been waiting at the open door, to assist
in bringing to man on earth somewhat of the Peace that
passeth all understanding.




26 ... ... . 'SERMONETTES

Thus today, the Spiritualists of the world have learned
and are teaching that spirit communication is not a toy or
a plaything for the amusement of the public, but a sacred
and holy thing, the understanding and application of whose
laws are fraught with the most vital and important
principles and possibilities that man has ever known.

The evidence of this aroused and intense interest in a
study of the philosophy and the religion of Spiritualism
will be found in the interest being taken by the many
hundreds of people, both Spiritualists and investigators
who are attending the many study classes conducted in all
parts of the country. Classes wherein are analyzed and
discussed the many problems connected with or relevant to
the science, philosophy and religion of Spiritualism, their
relation to and effect upon the social, political and religious
conditions of the world today.-

As our National Government is maklng possible  the
opportunity for good citizenship, noble, honorable and use-
ful lives, so also does the National Spiritualist Association
make possible the opportunity for gaining knowledge of
spiritual laws of life that point the way to spiritual growth
and progression. Many are taking advantage of the op-
portunity afforded for this most valuable benefit and gain
and no longer ask, What does organization do for me? but
rather, realizing all the benefits gained, and still to be at-
tained, ask themselves, What may I do for the welfare of
my organization whwh 18 doing so much fO’l’ me and for
the world?”

In the march of time and in the progress of mankind,
the many who will not take advantage of opportunity
afforded by organization will be left behind, not far re-
moved from the conditions which existed in the world and
in the minds of the people in regard to spirit communica-
tion during the year before Spiritualist organization was
dreamed of and accomplished.

AFTER DEATH—WHAT?

(Delivered on September 13, 1933, at the convention of
The World Fellowship of Faiths.) -

The subJect given us to speak upon this evening is one
which we feel to be of the utmost importance, because of
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the fact that the religions of the world during past ages
have been striving to teach to man the great truth that
there is a future life—that the soul never dies, but so little
has been explained that many doubted it and none has
fully understood.

The old thought as expressed that heaven was afar
off, located somewhere in the skies, no longer is given
credence and a new conception of the old truth must be
given to the world in order that mankind may understand
something of the real meaning and value of religion.

Religion refers to spiritual things. It is the duty of
man on earth to teach the spiritual things. It is the pre-
rogative of man while still on earth to know and under-
stand the spiritual laws. This is one of the fundamentals
of Spiritualism. We might also say to you that Spiritualists
do not accept the thought of death. We understand that
there is no death. As Bulwer Lytton so beautifully says:

There 1s no death, an angel form
Walks o’er the earth with silent tread.
He takes our best loved friends away,
And then we call them dead.

But all around us, though unseen,—
The dear vmmortal spirits tread.
For all the boundless universe is life‘
There are no dead.

Thus the poets of the world, not only of today, but of
centuries past, have expressed their realization of the fact
that life is continuous—that our soul never dies. We not
only reaffirm that, but enlarge upon it.

May I say to you at this time that Spiritualism demes
no truth that has ever been uttered in any age? On the
contrary, Spiritualism reaffirms these truths and adds to
them the important truth that the soul lives on in a natural
state after the change called death, and has the opportunity
of advancing in the world of spirit. This brings the mean-
ing of religion to the human family, for when we under-
stand that we are to live continuously we want knowledge.
We want to know what our condition will be when we arrive
in the Spirit World. We want to know what the expression
the salvation of the soul means, and how it may be attained.
Spiritualism teaches us that after the change called death,
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life will be continuous and there we shall be just what we
have made of ourselves here.

Spiritualism in its seventh Declaration brings home
to man the fact of his responsibility for his own welfare.
It teaches us to study the natural laws of life, which
bring to us a knowledge of individual responsibility. Thus
Spiritualism brings to man the realization that he is
responsible for his spiritual unfoldment, even as he is for
his physical and mental development. If, then, we continue
to function in and through this physical body, and through
the spiritual body, which is a part of it at the present time,
then our individuality and personality remain the same,
and we realize that in entering the Spirit World there is
no great or radical change, but that we enter the Spirit
world in exactly the same condition, mentally and spiritual-
ly, as we were while on this side of life. What could be more
natural? Life after death means activity. It means useful-
ness and happiness to the individual insofar as he is able
to attain unfoldment that will secure that happiness. Life
over there, after the change called death, is just as much

what you make it there as it is what you make it on this
side of life.

We do not look upon God as a person who arbitrarily
changes our possibilities of happiness or usefulness while
on the earth plane, for we realize that we create our own
happiness according to our activities. Does this deny the
power of God? Far from it. We realize that in God we live
and move and have our being and without that life which
God gives to us we could not exist; but man’s individual
welfare, growth and progress is entirely dependent upon
himself. He must use the powers that God gave to him. As
that applies upon the earth plane of life so it also applies
in the spirit world. We must advance by our own efforts.

But the spiritual advancement of the individual soul
need not necessarily await the entering of the future life.
It is possible for man, while living upon the earth plane,
to develop spiritual consciousness. This is a thought that
has not been advanced. Man has not realized the meaning
of the words of Paul: There is a physical body and there
18 a spiritual body. At the present time we are all conscious
of the physical body. We are not conscious of the spiritual
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body. We are reaching the point where we are beginning
to understand the spiritual laws of life. We know now that
as there is a natural law on the material plane there is also
a natural law in the Spirit World, and we do not look upon
our spiritual welfare in terms of salvation, but rather as
spiritual progression and unfoldment.

Man is beginning to investigate the spiritual laws of
life, to study them and apply them in his daily affairs.
There were hundreds of prophets in the past; there are
thousands today. They are bringing to the world the
knowledge that life in the Spirit World is not a new life, but
a continuation of the life we are living at the present time,
and when we enter into the Spirit World we shall find the
same activities, the same possibilities of usefulness over
there that we have on this side of life. Scientific investiga-
tion has brought to us a knowledge of these things. Parents
who have passed into the Spirit World with their hearts
filled with love for those whom they have left behind will
find satisfaction in bringing back to their children that
which will be of use and value to them.

Our knowledge of the spiritual laws of life is due to the
fact that teachers and guides who have passed from this
side of life and have had the opportunity of attending
classes over there and studying the spiritual laws have
been able to transmit these laws to us for our welfare and
advancement. Because man on the earth plane is conscious
of his physical body and because he is essentially a spiritual
being he is constantly reaching out for something more
than he has attained at the present time. It is natural that
man should seek happiness. He will seek to create and
find happiness in the gratification of the physical senses,
but with the knowledge that we have today we are finding
that there is a happiness which far transcends the happiness
which comes from the physical gratification and thus we
become conscious of the spiritual faculties and begin to
reach for the higher forms of happiness. Then we find that
these are the worthwhile things—the things that will bring
us that for which the soul is striving. We can never be
really happy while we are conscious of the physical body
alone, but when we become conscious of the spiritual senses
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‘we begin to realize that man is indeed a living soul, that
he is indeed a child of God.

It has been the thought and aim of all religions to
carry man to the point where he would realize the value
of spiritual things, but until he does realize their reality
he will fail to strive for them. When we do reach that
point where we are able to contact spiritual beings just as
we contact physical beings, we may know something of
the joys of life and find that it is possible to live on both
planes of life at one and the same time.

Today we are enjoying but half of the pleasures of life.
We see each other in the physical sense, and we enjoy life
only as much as our physical senses will permit, but when
the spiritual faculties are unfolded,—the real beauty of the
universe is exposed to our gaze, and we begin to realize
the value of the spiritual things and religion becomes a
practical thing. It is no longer a matter of worshipping
God in form and ceremony, but a question of service to God
by giving service to each other.

Love ye one another was spoken by a great Teacher
years ago, and when we realize that we are all brothers
and sisters, children of the same God, living in accordance
‘with the natural laws, which are the laws of God, then
there will be universal brotherhood of man with the father-
hood of God and unity of all religions, even as understood
and taught in the higher realms of the Spirit World.

EVOLUTION OF EVOLUTION

- Slowly, or, so slowly, but surely, the world is moving
forward, out of the darkness of ignorance and superstition
into the brighter light of knowledge -and understanding.

Of course man has always known somewhat of the
process and results of evolution although not always
recognized under that name. Yet, it has been through
the process of development or evolution that light which
illumines the home has been brought from the days of the
tallow dip, through the days of the kerosene lamp, gas
light and onward to the brilliant electric light.

Power and transportation have evolved from use of
ox-power, horse-power, wind-power to the use of steam-
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power and electric-power; and smularly in all arts and
sciences evolutions.

In the vegetable, floral and fruit world, where life and
growth come from within, evolution has been so manifest
as to be evident to all, who having eyes are willing to see.

In all animal kingdom may be seen the effects of the
law of evolution as it has become manifest in the wonderful
breeds of magnificent horses, the graceful, swift race horse
and the powerful farm, truck and dray horses. Among the
dogs, the hundreds of different varieties, from the swift
greyhound to the gentle but powerful St. Bernard, the bull
dog, the terriers, all evolved or developed from previously
despised animals of little worth or value.

But arrived at the kingdom of the human family, the
suggestion of the law of evolution of man as presented by
Darwin and others, it was immediately condemned and
opposed by the clergy and those who had suggested such
a theory were discredited, condemned and termed Atheists,
because this thought seemed to oppose and did oppose the
then accepted thought (doctrine), of special creation. (And,
by the way, we would like to ask, what is the correct
definition of the word Atheist, as used by those who use
1t so freely, as applied to others?)

Possibly there may be a logical reason for doubting
the possibility of the evolution of man, seeing how little
progress has been made in his kingdom in the development
of a true manhood of the race.

Undoubtedly, if as close attention and study were given
to the development and evolution of man, as has been given
to the cultivation of perfection in the animal kingdom and
less time wasted in indoctrinating foolish superstitions,
much better progress would have been made.

Be that as it may, the science of evolution has finally
been accepted and those who were aforetime termed
Atheists, are now referred to as pioneers in the onward
march of man, towards manhood.

And now comes one more step forward in the evolution
of evolution towards better understanding and knowledge
in the search of truth.

In a beautiful little book, entitled After Her Death, by
Lilian Whiting, 1 ran across the following two brief
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sentences, which seemed to me to be quite significant, and
to carry the law of evolution into the land of the spiritual,
where, on analysis, it truly belongs. (If that is Atheism, I
am proud of it). The sentences referred to are as follows:
The law of evolution is not limited to action on the physical
world alone. It does not cease to operate with the attain-
ment of physical perfection.

Thus, Lilian Whiting, in her philosophy transfers, or
rather expands the action of the law of evolution from the
physical world, onward into the spiritual world. Thus, the
old, useless ideology of a heaven of static conditions of idle-
ness and eternal playing of harps, transmuted into condi-
tions of activity, usefulness, evolution and eternal progres-
sion. This, we assume, will meet with violent opposition
on the part of the very orthodox clergy, as being contrary
to their ideology and accepted creeds, and will probably be
condemned by some, as being atheistic. Whereas, if adopted
it would be the means of again filling the pews of the
churches of differing denominations in all parts of the
world.

Men have grown tired of accepting forms and cere-
monies, which have no foundation in fact for belief, as
being true. They are hungry for Truth, asking for bread,
which their leaders have not the courage, or the will to
give. |

This was made so very evident in England where the
Bishops, after investigating the phenomena of Spiritualism
and finding sufficient evidence to convince them of the truth
of communication, refused to make public the testimony and
evidence offered, fearing its effect on their followers.

Truly, when any philosophy, or any religion will not
stand the light of reason or the analysis of logic, it is time
to accept the law of evolution in this department of life,
as it has been accepted in all other departments of life,
and out of the static conditions of the religions of past
ages, evolve into conditions of understanding. Thereby man
will not, merely accept religion but will know 1it, believe in
it, and understand it, in all of its spiritual beauty, and in
going forward, will evolve from the status of the brute in
man to the true stature of true manhood and spiritual
nobility.
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Not a God, in the far off heavens, to be worshipped
and adored on bended knee, but God, immanent in all na-
ture, giving life to all forms of life, but manifesting es-
pecially through the soul of man, which is the temple of
the living God. For God is Spirit, and they who would
serve Him, must serve in Spirit and in Truth.

The law of evolution is mot limited to action on the
physical world alone. It does not cease to operate with the
attainment of physical perfection. Lilian Whiting.

SOMETIMES?

Sometimes we wonder why? Why all the determined
opposition to any knowledge or investigation of the con-
tinuity of life after the change which has been called death,
and, of the possibility of communication with those, who
having made that change, are now living in the Spirit
World.

That they are so living, Over There, is a statement that
is made most positively by the leaders (we can hardly use
the word teachers) of all religious denominations, who,
when asked the simple question, How do you know, will
reply, either, That is a matter of Faith or else, It says so in
the Bible.

And so man continues to go on, accepting as a matter
of faith, those things which he fails to understand, does
not believe and refuses to investigate and study because it
is not fashionable to do so. Or else on the other hand he
looks upon the Bible, with all of its records of spirit
communications of all ages, as so many fairy stories and
unworthy of any serious consideration.

Thus the mind of man is held fast in the superstitious
interpretations of past ages. Bigotry is encouraged, a belief
in the things of life scoffed at, and the logical mind comes
to the conclusion that the physical is all that there is of
man and its gratification, all that is worth living for.

Why should religion be the only thing that refuses to
change, declines to grow and unfold a spiritual philosophy
in accord with man’s advanced capacity to receive, under-
stand and assimilate? |

Art is cultivated, and the world is beautified; science is
studied, and the world is benefitted; engineering is pro-
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moted, and speed is attained; agriculture is encouraged,
and grain and vegetables and fruits are reproduced in great- .
er perfection and abundance than ever before. Electricity is
studied, its laws analyzed and classified and lo:—we have
the brilliant light that turns night into day, limitless pow-
er, temperature high or low to meet the needs and satisfy
the desires of even the most critical.

What man knows of the laws of nature and of the laws
of God he has learned by study, investigation and ex-
perience and thus has steadily gone forward in attaining
a knowledge of all things for the welfare of man, excepting
in this one most important avenue of research, that of the
reality of spiritual life and spiritual things.

The law of life is growth. Stagnation means death. And
yet, when the thought of change or progress in regard to
spiritual truth is suggested, opposition, to the extent of
hatred, slander and persecution is met on all sides.

In all lands and in all ages, for some mysterious reason,
the avenues of communication with those who are living
in the Spirit World, have been closed by earthly authority,
both secular and clerical, leaving the people of the world as
ignorant today of conditions existing in the Spirit World
as they were thousands of years ago. They are expected to
accept the interpretations of a theological ministry, unin-
formed, in regard to a future life and its conditions, en-
tirely as a matter of faith, and whose only answer to the
question, How do you know, would be, They told me so.

The great benefit of education, as received through the
means of school, college, university, conducted by well in-
formed, fully qualified teachers  (excepting theological
schools), is too well known to need comment, and yet those
from whom could be received an understanding of the
spiritual laws of life must be barred from sending through
their message of truth, because, forsooth, their message
differs largely from the accepted views of those who would

have the world believe that they alone are the qualified in-
terpreters of The Word.

Man, living on the earth plane, lives not alone on the
earth world, exists not alone under physical and material
conditions, for man is essentially a spiritual being, living
in a spiritual universe of which he is a part.
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Man is surrounded by a cloud of witnesses from the
unseen realms, who, while unseen, do affect and influence
the life and the welfare of man on earth, and any attempt
to close the door and shut out all communication between
the two sides of life is and always will be absolutely futile.

Man may deny this truth, he may temporarily stem
the flow of the current of communication, and thus by his
folly delay the knowledge of this great truth, but the day
is surely coming when the pent up waters will burst the
barriers which hold them back and the light of truth will
shine forth upon the world, bringing to man the knowledge,
so long hidden, that he, himself is indeed a spiritual being,
having spiritual faculties and that he too is truly a son of
God.

This is what Jesus taught both by precept and by
example during his life on earth. A truth which man is
but just beginning to realize and understand.

With this knowledge attained, man will lay aside the
idea of an angry God and the illogical theory of vicarious
atonement and will begin to recognize and assume his per-
sonal responsibility for his own welfare (or salvation) and
will strive, by his own efforts to overcome and to outgrow
those things which sad experience has shown him to be de-
trimental to his own welfare, peace of mind and progress
in life.

Then will he also begin to realize his own personal
responsibility for the welfare of the world in which he lives.
He will cease being satisfied to pray THY KINGDOM
COME, and will then pray, THY KINGDOM COME
THROUGH ME, thereby co-operating with God, and afford-
ing a channel through which may be given to the world,—
those conditions which are necessary, to bring Peace on
Farth, Good Will to Man. Remembering always that, THE
WORLD IS WHAT WE MAKFE IT.

WHAT PRICE, DELINQUENCY?

I compose for myself! I grow as I exercise my faculties!

Ezxpression is a necessary form of spiritual exercise!

I must, for the need of myself, live my own life!

Work is for the Worker! Wagner.
As we read the above lines we found, in fancy, expressed
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therein the craving of a great soul for opportunity for full
and free expression of the great beauties which seemed to
him to touch his soul so closely and which, later in his life
found such complete and perfect expressions of musical
beauty.

While attending the Spiritualist Camp at Wonewoc,
Wisconsin, this summer (1948), the writer frequently
went into the Davis Building where the camp library is
located. One day while there he picked up one of the smaller
books, which on opening he found to be entitled, One
Hundred Reasons for my Becoming a Spiritualist.

The book, published many years ago by the B. F. Austin
Publishing Company, consisted of stories, or incidents, in
the life of each one of the one hundred different writers,—
which had attracted his interest and caused him to embrace
Spiritualism.

Among the incidents related was one written by a very
close friend, a Mr. W. C. Edwards, who in former years
had been President of the St. Paul Spiritual Alliance, of
St. Paul, Minnesota. His story was stated in about the
following words: Once when attending a Spiritualist
seance, I asked of the spirit teacher, What is the one thing
that 1s most sought after by man on earth, and by man in
the Spirit World throughout the years of progression? The
answer received consisted of just one word,—HAPPINESS.

The word Happiness, as used in the Edwards incident,
together with the word Expression, as used by Wagner,
aroused in the mind of the writer the thought that therein
might be found the cause and the remedy for child de-
linquency. |

Delinquency, not only of the child, but also of people of
all ages, for if there were not delinquent children, delin-
quency would quickly disappear.

Careful analysis of child delinquency and its causes
would seem to show that the majority of such cases stem
out of homes where incorrect psychological methods have
been used in raising the children. Too often they have been
told that they are bad, naughty, or wicked, and told this so
often that gradually they have come to believe it to be
true. The parents also have said it so often that they too
believe this same untruth, to such a degree that they are
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entirely unable to see the goodness that lies behind and
incites the act which has been disapproved.

Added to the above, too frequently, are added the words,
STOP THAT, and DON’T DO THAT, without any reason-
able explanation being given as to why, or a better way
being shown. The child, born into the physical world, comes
hither with no knowledge of its requirements, the rights
of others, or the laws and rules which have been instituted
by Man for orderly welfare and comfort of all.

In the early part of life an effort made by the infant
is to give expression to desire for comfort, in the form of
food, or relief from physical discomfort, by crying, only
to be met, too often with the stern command, STOP IT. A
few months later, as the youngster grows into the months
of observation and natural activity of childhood, Life, or
Spirit flowing through the physical organism of the child,
demands the right of and opportunity for expression, again
to be met with the stern command, STOP IT.

This unnatural attitude toward the child is wrong and
is bad psychology, as it is an effort on the part of the parent
to suppress the expression of life energy, which but needs
to be, and should be turned into channels of beauty and
usefulness by careful guidance and cultivation.

The reaction on the part of the child to such a policy
of suppression, may be compared to efforts made by man
to dam up a stream to such an extent that it finally bursts
all barriers and overwhelms city and country alike with
devastation and ruin, such as was the case at the burst-
ing of the dam at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, a number of
years ago. Whereas, the careful guidance and control of
the waters by means of properly constructed dams and
locks and sluices provides the possibility of green fields,
fruitful orchards, beautiful gardens and happy homes for
the multitudes.

A number of years ago an Archbishop gave a lecture in
the cathedral in which he stated that accumulation was the
law of nature. This we contradicted, stating that distribu-
tion was the law of nature, which is amply demonstrated
by the trees in the orchard, which so freely distribute of

their fruits to the world.
In the teachings of theology it is intimated that man
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 is a receptacle to receive, to have and to hold the blessings
of an anthropomorphic God, for which he prays continuous-
ly as if coming from some outside source.

The child has been taught that he is bad, naughty,
wicked, and has too often come to believe this untruth.
Being denied the opportunity for expression in his search
for happiness and lack of proper guidance in that search,
he has often burst the bounds of propriety and has sought
happiness, along the only pathway known to him, that of
gratifying the physical senses. But pleasure does not consti-
tute happiness. Pleasure consists in getting and is of the
physical senses. Happiness is found in the giving and is of
the Spirit. |
- Faxpression is a natural, but necessary part of the process
of life’s activity. Its guidance, not its suppression, is the
responsibility of the wise parent, guide or teacher.

Man, mature in years and in knowledge of himself as
a physical being has been taught that he is a worm of the
dust, instead of being told that he is a spiritual being, and
therefore is a child of God, a manifestation of Infinite
Spirit. Thus also, even in adult manhood, the desire for
happiness through expression of the spiritual through man,
has become dwarfed, almost to the point of extinction.

Let us guide, encourage and cultivate free and full
expression on the part of the child, youth and maiden, in
their search for happiness, for as has been well said,
Where flowers are cultivated, weeds soon disappear.

WHENCE HAVE WE COME?
and :
WHITHER ARE WE GOING?

For more than a hundred years, sturdy pioneers, pa-
tient, loyal mediums, students and teachers have devoted
their life work and efforts to an investigation and study
of the phenomena of communication with those living in
the spirit world which became manifest to man on earth at
the little cottage at Hydesville, New York, March 31, 1848.

During all of those years the efforts of these sturdy
pioneers, both on earth and spirit side of life, have been
devoted to demonstrating and proving to man on earth
that they, Over There, do still live and that the doorway
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of communication between the two spheres of life is still
open wide to all who wish to make use of this great privilege.

It was necessary that this evidence of continuity of life,
in order to constitute proof to man on earth should be pre-
sented in form and manner that he could recognize as such;
therefore, manifestations have been presented by those
capable of doing so, in physical and material manner, such
as materialization of the physical form, of flowers and
many other objects that would prove evidential. Slate
writing, clairvoyance, clairaudience, levitation and other-
wise moving of inanimate objects,—thus by unusual means,
or what some in unenlightened days would have called
miraculous happenings, was man’s attention called to the
fact that, a friend was rapping on the door.

Thus, the door having been opened more widely that
all who would might look through, the world is asking,
What of 1t? Of what benefit will vt be to the world? These

are the questions that the second One Hundred Years of

communication with the Spirit World must answer if the
privilege of maintaining the open doorway to all, and for
all time is to be perpetuated for man on earth.

We would say of this great natural source of communi-
cation, this doorway of communication, which is the heritage
of all the people, and which has now been opened wide for
the benefit of all the people shall never again be closed to
the masses, for the benefit of the few.

Answering then the question, of what benefit will it be
to the world, even though only in part, we would say that
spirit communication, transmuted into the Science, Philoso-
phy and Religion of Spiritualism, becomes the beacon light
which can lead man onward from faith to understanding,
thereby giving realization of the reality and value of
spiritual things. |

Fear, the great destroyer of strength, self-confidence,
advancement and success, fear of eternal punishment have
been removed, and confidence, vitality, strength and pro-
ogress takes their place. Fear of God has been eradicated and
in its stead, Spiritualism has taught to man that God s
Spirit. That God so loves his children that each may have
life. That God is in man, and that man is in God, and

|
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that All are parts of one stupendous whole, whose body is
Nature and God the soul.

Through the philosophy and religion of Spiritualism,
man has come to realize that God gives to him Life and
Power, and that his own condition and welfare in Life is
dependent upon the use he makes of that Life and Power'
which he receives. »

Thus, instead of praying continuously to God, to do
things for him man is learning to do those things for him-
self, which it is his own personal responsibility to do, which
is so well stated in the seventh of the Declaration of
Principles of the N.S.A. -

He is coming to the point of understanding where he
now realizes that, that which has ben termed SIN and
considered as an offense against an angry God, is really
an offense against his own physical and mental well being,
and can be considered as an offense against God only to
the extent that it is a violation of Natural Law and to
that extent vitiates or impairs the avenue or channel
through which God speaks to man on earth and in the
spheres. For God speaks to man through man. |

Thus man is gradually coming to the understanding
that he is the product, physically, mentally and spiritually
of Natural Law, and that compliance with the Law will
always produce better and more perfect conditions, than
will violation of that Law, whether willfully or 1gnorantly
done.

When this is more fully realized, the idea and method
of punishment and suppression as a remedy for evil and
wrong-doing will be discarded as relics of by-gone years,
archaic and obsolete, and in their place will come the more
intelligent method of cultivation of the beautiful, for where
flowers are cultivated, weeds cease to grow.

Parents, moralists, and would be teachers, too long have
devoted their time and efforts to telling their children or

their audiences what they must not do, with the result that |

the world is but little, if any better today than it was a
thousand years ago.

Life in the individual, child or adult, must find avenues
of expression, and if not cultivated in the right way, will
burst forth in ways undesirable and unforeseen.
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By careful attention and cultivation the trees which
originally bore only small, sour, indigestible fruits, have
been developed to the point where they give to their owners
the most delicious of fruits. This has been accomplished not
by suppression, nor by cutting the small, sour fruit from
the tree, in anger, but by loving care and cultivation has
been developed to the most perfect and worth-while.

So it is with the child and with the adult criminal. The
word of anger, the act of suppression, the deed of punish-
ment are not, and never have been remedial, for Life must
and will find means of expression, and if not wisely guided
along channels of usefulness will burst all bounds, .as do
the floods in the low lands carry destruction in their course.

Restraint, for the purpose of reform, Yes! Punishment
for the purpose of suppression, No!/ It has never and can
never produce desirable nor permanent worth-while results.
For Life, which is Spirit cannot ever be circumscribed; it
will always find means of expression. May we then open
wide channels of the worth-while.

With the knowledge and complete understanding that .

this world is what we make it, the turning of the minds
of parents, moralists and would-be teachers to the science
of cultivation rather than the demoralizing effect of sup-
pression, those things which man too long has prayed God
to do, he will learn to do for himself, for it is his duty, his
responsibility.

Then will man learn to be as choice and discerning in
his acceptance of companionship from those living in the
Spirit World as he is careful in choosing his companions
and associates on this side of life.

The doorways will have been opened wide, progression
which has been dormant for a thousand years will again,
begin to go forward, and man by his splendid character, his
moral courage, his honorable life will invite the companion-
ship and guidance of wise and noble teachers from the
higher realms in the Spirit World.

Thus will man create for himself on earth that King-
dom of Heaven which he has too long prayed to God to
bring, but which can come only through man to man by
the Life and Power which God gives to him.

- Thus, out of the darkness of ignorance and superstition,
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man 1s traveling towards the Light, and in the bright of
the morning-dawn of the coming century shall come the

realization of the Brotherhood of Man, the Fatherhood of
God and the companionship of angels.

MEDIUMSHIP
THE MESSAGE OF THE ANGELS

“Because they have not Understood” |
“He came unto His own and His own receiwved Him mnot.”

And we reverently ask, if Jesus came to earth today,
in what manner would He be received? Would He be
looked upon today as He was twenty centuries ago, or
would He be welcomed and honored because of His wonder-
ful life and His beautiful philosophy? His coming had been
foretold, and he was expected,—but because His teachings
differed from those of the Ministry of His day they despised
Him and persecuted Him and put Him to death.

Would His reception be any different today? The same
has been the fate of many other prophets, seers and saviors
who have lived and taught, both before and after he walked
the plains of Palestine and the streets of Jerusalem.

It is easily within the memory of man when wonderful
souls have been ducked in the pond, placed in pillories in
the public street or burned at the stake, because they dared
to speak words of truth which were deemed by the wise,
to be blasphemy. |

We do not ask nor do we wish for a vocal answer to
our question, but we do think it i1s one well worth con-
sideration, and worthwhile an answer to one’s conscience,
each one for himself.

Inspiration and Communication, Eternal

The days of Revelation, of Inspiration, of Communica-
tion are not of the past, nor of the present alone, for this
is an eternal law, functioning always, and can never be
crushed out of existence, although its coming may be de-
layed by the materialistic attitude of Philosophy and Re-
ligion of the present day, as has been done in the past.
Orthodoxy must step forward and teach truth, or step aside.

The Human Soul is crying out for LIGHT, MORE
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LIGHT to feed the Soul and to nourish the physical body;
for as has been wisely said, Not by bread alone doth Man
live, and MAN today is far ahead of his teachers in under-
standing and is demanding his birth-right, and his spiritual
heritage.

The cry of the Human Soul echoes around the world
and vibrates throughout the universe and into the Spirit
realms of Life and again the answer comes. The gates have
been thrown open again, that all may receive the comfort
of communication, the strength of Inspiration and the Joy
of Revelation, if he so Will to do, and is worthy thereof.

And So the Angels Come

ANGELS! YES, are not all angels, who come with
words of sympathy and comfort to the tired and weary
Soul of Earth, those who bring words of Love and Com-
fort to the Beloved but sorrowing one, words of encourage-
ment to the struggling one and words of knowledge, wis-
dom and understanding to the searcher after Truth? Yes,
indeed, all are angels, because they bring the needed te
the needy.

Yes, They come to Serve

For they have learned that religion consists more, much
more in service than it does in worship, for it is in this
way that the Soul does grow. They tell, from their side of
life, as was told many centuries ago, by a very wise teach-
er, We come not to destroy but to fulfill. We come to tell
you that all that has been taught you concerning Life in
the Spirit World, that is of Truth, is very real. We do live
over here for as you have been taught, There is a physical
body and there is a spiritual body, and we in the Spirit
World now live in the spiritual body and Life to us is very
real and can be a very happy one for all who come to us
qualified and well prepared to live and enjoy life in the
atmosphere of the Spirit World.

Mediumship and Its Responsibility

The mission of Mediumship, then, is to bring back

once more to human consciousness a realization of the
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great fact that life is continuous, that Man is a spirit en-
tity, a living Soul, and can never die. That, therefore, he
is more than a mere physical being and that there is more,
worth living for, than the mere gratifying of the physical
senses, and that the development of the spiritual senses and
consciousness is of transcending value and importance.

How then can this objective be attained, if Man does
not know of the existence of the spiritual body, or that he
is more than a mere physical being? It is said that Paul
realized and taught this great Truth more than twenty
centuries ago, and it was very real to him and to his
followers in those days, and true religion was then taught
because they understood.

Demonstration and Revelation Perpetual

But demonstration and revelation are needed for every
generation if belief in spiritual things and a Spiritual
World is to be perpetuated. A child is born into the world
conscious only of his physical senses until, by demonstration
he becomes aware of his other, his real self, which indeed
consists of both the physical and the spiritual body, ani-
mated by Spirit.

Does it not follow then, that both are needed? Both the
Prophet and the Priest, that the circle may be complete
and the object sought, attained? Jesus was gifted with

- both of these great faculties and could demonstrate both,

and teach the meaning of all. But few are so gifted, and
when they are, are always persecuted. And even He, with
all his great Spiritual unfoldment was often compelled to
speak in parables, because of their unbelief.

Of these things, testimonials by the millions could be
quoted if time did but allow, but of them' Goethe stated —

The Spirit World is not closed—

Thy sense is closed-thy heart is dead. |

Hesiod, in tones melodious as undying, told of

Aerial spirits designed

To be on Earth, the guardians of Mankind.

Ecclesiastes tell us that

The thing that hath been, 1s that which shall be and
that which s done, 1s that which shall be done.

Plato, born 426 years, B.C., affirmed that
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The soul of each of us is an immortal spirit and goes
to other immortals to give an account of its actions.

Milton says,

Millions of spiritual beings walk the earth both when
we wake and when we sleep.

Victor Hugo affirms,—

There are times when the unknown reveals itself to
the spirit of man in wvisions. The dead are invisible, but

are not absent.
Let us be just to death.
Death 1s the greatest of liberators, the highest step for
those who have lived upon its heights.
Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
said,

They have overcome, have risen, are crowned, glorified;
but they still remain to us, our assistants, comforters, and
m every hour of darkness their voices speak to us.

Psalm 91, Verse 11:

For He will give His angels charge over thee to keep
thee i1n all thy ways.

Priest and Prophet, both are needed. When these can-

agree and abide in harmony, demonstrating, interpreting
and teaching the spiritual laws of Life then evolution will
take another step forward into the spiritual spheres of the
universe, Peace will come to Man on earth, and the
prophecies of the mediums and the seers of the ages will
be fulfilled.

SPIRITUAL PROGRESSION

UNITED WE STAND; DIVIDED WE FALL! Probably
in no age of the world has there ever been greater need
for organization and a united front than the Spiritualists
of the world are confronted with today. This is true not
only in regard to the physical organization of Spiritualists
as an association, but is equally so in regard to formulating
and teaching a philosophy and a religion that shall be
logical and acceptable to students and investigators of
- psychic phenomena.

The necessity for organizing the physical department
of our association may well be seen by reviewing the many
difficulties to be faced in introducing and promoting a
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science and philosophy far removed from and contradictory
to the accepted thought of all past ages. Interest in the
fact of the continuity of life and in the possibility of com-
municating with those who have passed beyond the change
which has been called death, is being manifested today more
generally than in any previous age.

This fact is too frequently attributed by many to the
anxiety of individuals still living on earth, to learn some-
thing more definite than they have previously known in
regard to the state and condition of those whom they have
thought of as being dead but whom they hope are still alive.

This thought, while partly true, is still only a partial
truth, for in addition to the anxiety of those still living on
the earth plane for this knowledge, comes also the anxiety
of the thousands who have been violently thrown from this
life into that larger life of the Spirit World without
the possibility of anticipation or preparation.

It is therefore largely due to the influence of those who
have suddenly been taken away from their previous asso-
ciations in earth life and their desire to communicate with
the loved ones left behind, that this inter-communication
between the two sides of life is so largely emphasized.

Philosophically, we may easily come to an understand-
ing why this should be so, because of the fact that those
who have been thus suddenly ushered unexpectedly into

‘this new sphere of life, have as yet had no opportunity to

outgrow their desires for their earthly associations which
are the only ones of which they have been aware, and to
grow into the higher and more spiritual associations of the
Spirit World. |
Thus we may logically conclude that the love and the
craving of the parents on the earth plane for their loved
ones in the Spirit World, coupled with the desire of those
who have passed on into that higher life, form a mutual
attraction that irresistibly breaks its way through the cold
walls of materialism and orthodox superstition. ‘

Thus we organize to -demonstrate, through psychic
phenomena, the all important fact of the continuity of life
beyond the change which has been called death. The necessi-
ty of organizing for this purpose may well be seen in the
attempts that are so frequently being made to suppress any
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manifestation of spirit phenomena by legislatures in some
states, by ridicule and attack by the ministry of some
churches and opposition on the part of the individuals who
know nothing and care less in regard to the psychic and
spiritual principles of the universe.

In spite of all opposition and of all-efforts to suppress
such demonstrations, the great fact of communication with
those who are living in the Spirit World is becoming more
and more firmly established as the years go by.

This being the case, the great and important question
now facing us is: If that is so, what are we going to do
about it? And in answer we find a reply that revolutionizes
the theories and philosophies of previous ages from the
thought of the super-natural, which is indeed the parent
of superstition, to the philosophy of Spiritualism which
turns man’s attention to the naturalness of life throughout
the universe.

In the investigation of the phenomena of Spiritualism
which means communication with those who are living in
the Spirit World, we find that they are living in and under

conditions which are as natural to them as are the condi-"

tions of life to us,—who are living upon the earth-plane.
We find that death,—does not end all; neither, is it an
end to spiritual growth and unfoldment, for life,—in any
form must mean growth,—progress, and unfoldment. With-
out it,—would be only eternal death.

This thought then changes the philosophies of the past
in regard to conditions in the hereafter, for whereas it
had been thought that at the time of death the condition
of the soul, or individual, was definitely set and unchange-
able for all time, we have found that the continuity of life
in the Spirit World means constant change, ever renewed
progress and unfoldment. |

Thus we have learned that life on earth,—is only a
primary stage of intellectual and spiritual unfoldment lead-
ing forward to the point in life where man steps into the
neweyr conditions of spiritual progress, taking up the threads
of life exactly where he laid them down when he made the
change.

Thus we have found that salvation is not a spemal glftt
or vicarious contribution given or paid by one for the wel-
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fare of another, but rather that salvation consists of the
development of character to the point where man has be-
come master of himself, where the spiritual nature guides,
controls and leads onward to the spiritual conditions and
values in life. From this thought has been developed the
seventh Declaration of Principles of the National Spiritual-
ist Association, which states: We affirm the moral re-
sponsibility of the individual and that he makes his own
happiness or unhappiness as he obeys or disobeys Nature’s
physical and spiritual laws.

Thus also do we find the necessity of organization to
study and to teach an intellectual and moral philosophy
that shall be uniform, constructive and in harmony with
the laws of Nature in all of the departments of life in the
here and in the hereafter.

SPIRITUALISM AND SPIRIT COMMUNICATION

It is the common belief among the majority of people,
that a belief in and practice of communicating with the
friends who have passed on into the spirit side of life, con-
stitutes what is known as Spiritualism.

A greater mistake than this in regard to what Spiritual-
ism really is, could hardly be found either by logic or
analysis, but it is a misrepresentation that is being de-
liberately perpetuated for reasons best known to its in-
stigators.

To our minds and in our judgment, this is being done
for the purpose of keeping the public in ignorance of the
real facts of life, and for fear they might learn too much.
Whether the part of wisdom is better served in this manner
or not, is a matter of opinion at the present time, but may
in the near future, be made a matter. of discussion and
careful consideration at Town Meetings and open forums.

A very, very Rev. Minister was once asked, by the writ-
er, if his church was not aware that communication with the
friends in the Spirit World was quite possible. His
Reverence replied, Certainly we know it. Then, why do you
not teach 1t? was asked. We do, was the reply. Yes, you
do, but so veiled that your people do not understand. Why
do you mnot teach it openly and understandably so that
people may know and use 1t wisely and well? He replied,
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The world is not ready for it. And what, we ask, has been
attained by twenty centuries of covering and hiding and
denying the truth?

The National Spiritualist Association has defined
Spiritualism as being The science, philosophy and religion
of continuous life, based upon the demonstrated fact of
communication by means of mediumship, with those who
live in the Spirit World.

The value of spirit communication depends upon the
purpose for which it is used. It is the old question which
has perturbed the world many times and has been the
cause of more misery, suffering, bloodshed and war than
any other question that man has been called upon to decide.
The Priest and the Prophet. Which shall prevail? Which
shall succumb?

Must this all important question remain forever a point
of dispute and antagonism, even as disputes between Na-
tions on earth have been? Or will the wisdom of men
and angels finally bring the priest, and the prophet, to an

understanding that this is a Law of Nature, a Law of the,

Universe, a Law of God, and as such, can never be de-
stroyed.

Both are needed, each to take his place in the growth,
progress and unfoldment of the human race towards WIS-
DOM. The prophet to retain the contact, to bring the com-
munication, to present the proof. The priest with spiritual
insight and understanding to interpret so logically, so clear-
ly, so understandably that all who run may read. That
the little child may start life with a correct understanding
of life and its responsibilities, and his own responsibility
and duty to life, to his brother, man, and to God.

With such an understanding he could then start his
pathway of life along the ever continuing pathway of truth.
He would find that the laws of life on the material plane,
fit in, in perfect harmony, with those of the Spirit World,
and synchronize perfectly, with all that he learns through
research of science, philosophy and religion.

He would cease praying to God as an outside force to
do things for him, and with his higher understanding would
assert his right, his duty, his privilege to do those things
for himself, which we today have been asking and praying
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that an outside GOD do for us. In this way would we pre-
pare, in a more perfect manner the human organism of our
own body, to become the channel through which God may
speak to man through man.

During the centuries, man has grown in intelligence, in
science, in art and in the comforts of life. Is it not time
that he now takes a step forward in the great art of
understanding religion?

WHAT OF IT?

What of it? is the short, sharp critical question which
is so frequently tossed thoughtlessly back at one who is
patiently striving to explain to his questioner, the truth
of spirit communication and the philosophy of Spiritualism.

What of it? What good can it do? asked sometimes
critically by the thoughtless, but more frequently with an
earnest desire to obtain definite information, by many who
are sincerely desirous of obtaining a logical answer to all
that their question implies. |

We know already that the soul does not die the question-
er will say, that there is life beyond the grave. In what way
then does Spiritualism differ from other religions, what
better does it have to offer than what we already know?

In order to answer such questions we must come to a
mutual understanding of what we mean by the term
Spiritualism, or Spiritualist.

Many there are who are of the opinion that a knowledge
of or belief in the fact of return of the spirit friend, or
spirit communication, of itself constitutes Spiritualism,
and makes one a Spiritualist. But such an interpretation
is far from being correct. :

The use to which any basic substance,—or material is
put, as in the cast of iron ore or any other metal, or in the
case of any of the grains of the field, determines its classi-
fication, its name, its value and its usefulness to man.

Communication with those who live in the Spirit World
is the One basic fact, for belief in future life and is the
basis upon which all orthodox religions have builded their
tenets, dogmas and the creeds, which have been called their
Religions.

Believed in by all denominations, because recorded in
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one form or another in every chapter of the Christian
Bible, as well as in other sacred literature, but differently
interpreted in hundreds of different ways by thousands
of different minds in the changing periods of the world.

Thus those who accept the teachings of the Catholic
Church and its interpretation of the Bible, even while ac-
cepting spirit communication, still are Catholic. Those who
accept the Jewish interpretation of the communications
recorded in the Old Testament, even though believing in
direct spirit communication, are still Jewish in Religion,
and the same may be said of members of all other de-
nominations.

The fact that these interpretations, which are so general-
ly accepted today, were made by Men in Council a few
hundred years ago, does not make them infallible, nor
should they be construed as a legitimate reason for the
prevention of further investigation and newer interpreta-
tions, as advancement in knowledge make it desirable.

Digressing for the moment, we would refer to other
questions which frequently are asked by the seeker after
truth. Do you believe in the Bible? Also, Do you believe*®
m God? We do believe that many of the statements of
spirit communication, and manifestations recorded in the
Bible could have happened and likely did happen as record-
ed, because similar manifestations occur today and careful
investigation and study have shown them to be in accord
with natural law, and consequently, under proper condi-
tions susceptible of repetition in all ages of the world.

Do we believe in God? Yes, we do believe in God, but
not in a personal nor an anthropomorphic God. We do be-
lieve that God is Spirit, ever and everywhere present.

Returning now to the subject under consideration, we
would refer to the two definitions which have been adopted
by the National Spiritualist Association in reference to
the two words, Spiritualism and A Spiritualist.

Spiritualism is the Science, Philosophy and Religion of
continuous life based upon the demonstrated fact of com-
munication, by means of Medm’msth, with those who live
in the Spirit World.

A Spiritualist 1s one who believes, as the basis of his
or her religion in the communication between this and the
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Spirit World, by means of Mediumship, and who endeavors
to mould his or her character and conduct in accordance
with the highest teachings derived from such communion.

Thus, with the Spiritualist interpretation of what the
Bible really is, of what and where God is and what consti-
tutes the Trinity and of the Spiritualist definition of the
terms Spiritualism and A Spiritualist we would lay the
foundation for our assertion that Spiritualism is one more
step forward in man’s search for Understanding of what
constitutes True Religion.

Whether or not this Search will result in better under-
standing of the Moral and Spiritual Laws of the universe
for the betterment of conditions, and for the welfare of
man on earth, will constitute our answer to that short,
sharp question which introduces this article.

A few short weeks ago we met a lady who said rather
plaintively, I love my Spiritualism and my loved ones who
are just Over There, but I cannot give up My Jesus.

Thus did I come to realize one more of the misconcep-
tions which so many have in regard to the real meaning
of the Religion of Spiritualism.

Spiritualism does not deny any fundamental truth that
has ever been given to man in any age of the world. Rather
it confirms all that has been given in the past and adds
new truth by giving new interpretation to proven facts,

which have been so sadly misinterpreted and misunder-
stood.

We do not take away Her Jesus, as she designated Him,
rather we bring Him nearer to us, or should we say, we
approach nearer to Him, as we recognize in Him not

only the divinity of the God, but also the sweet humanity
of the Man. '

Recognize in Him, not one who shed Hzis blood to wash
away the sins of the world, but rather a Divinely Human
Being, who, by his life and example showed man how so to
live as to overcome and outgrow the wrongs in his own
life and so wash away the blemishes caused by such wrong-
doing. All of which is so clearly stated in the seventh of
the Declaration of Principles of the N.S.A. wherein is said,
We affirm the moral responsibility of the individual and
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that he makes his own happiness or unhappiness, as he
obeys or disobeys nature’s physical and spiritual laws.

No, we do not discard the life and the teachings of Jesus
who taught that not only He, but that all mankind were
and are children of God and by His death and resurrection
demonstrated and proved the great truth of the continuity
of consciousness.

Mankind is nearer to God, and to an understanding of
His many infinite attributes, than ever before. Not a per-
sonal God, sitting on a throne in the far distance in in-
finite grandeur and power, but a God, nearer to man today
than the very breath of his own body. A God that is mani-
fest in all life, everywhere, manifesting himself in the
life of every organism known to man, through everyone
according to its nature and its organism.

Many in their search for truth look for and find the
points of differentiation between orthodox religions and
Spiritualism, which are many. But we in our search have
been looking for points of agreement, which are so very
many, and in them we find, clearly outlined the pathway

which has been travelled, the steps which have been climbed °

in man’s gradual approach toward a more complete under-
standing of the great truth enclosed within the philosophy
of the Fatherhood of God, and the Brotherhood of Man.

WHY WE ORGANIZE

Often we are asked the question, “Is Spiritualism a re-
ligion ?”” The reason for this question may be found in the
confusing of the two terms, spiritism and Spiritualism.
Many consider the terms synonymous which is entirely
erroneous, even though Webster does so interpret them in
his definition of the word spiritist of which he says, One
who believes in, or attempts to put in practice spiritism or
spiritualism; a spiritualist. Yet he differentiates between
the two words in his following interpretation of the word
spiritism. “The theory that mediumistic phenomena are
caused by spirits of the dead; also the action or agency of
spirits :—Used in distinction from spiritualism, as not con-
veying the notion of any special doctrine as to the nature
or state of the spirits.”
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The entire subject of spirit communication is looked
upon in France and other continental European countries,
only as a science and is termed spiritism and as such, of
itself cannot be termed a religion. And yet, may we not
ask if all the religions of the world are not the interpreta-
tions, the conclusions, the beliefs and creeds of mankind,
builded upon the fact of manifestations, witnessed by man
in different ages of the world?

If the above is correct, then may we not say with equal
accuracy of Catholicism that it is the Catholic interpreta-
tion of spirit manifestations; that Methodism is the
Methodist interpretation of spirit manifestations (witnessed
perhaps by John Wesley) ; Swedenborgianism,—the Sweden-
borgian interpretation of spirit manifestations (as
witnessed by Emanual Swedenborg) ; and so on, of all other
religions of the world, in all ages, whether that of the
American Indian, the Chinese, Japanese, or the natives of
India all of which are best suited to the times and condi-
tions under which they were developed.

The religions of the world thus have been growing, un-
folding and advancing toward a higher conception of truth,
Spiritual Truth, as the intelligence of man has unfolded
and he has become better qualified to grasp and understand
Truth. |
Thus we would say of spiritism, it is the evidence of
things unseen, the foundation stone that has been rejected
by the builders, after they have become dissatisfied with
dogma and creed, and is the only foundation upon which a
belief in a future life (or continued life) can be logically
builded. |

Yet there are those in public life who appear and speak
on the Spiritualist rostrum who will state in their public
utterances that they believe and accept the fact of spirit
communication as.a truth and yet say that while spirit
communication is a scientific fact, yet it constitutes only
spiritism and that consideration of it as religion should be
left to the churches; churches whose ministry has con-
sistently and at all times persecuted and even put to death
those who would have given to the world the knowledge
of this great Spiritual Truth.

Thus have Spiritualists banded themselves together to
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formulate and unfold their interpretation of what consti-
tutes True Religion. Surely man on earth is as well qualified
to interpret facts and manifestations in terms of spirituai
truth as were they who lived five hundred, one thcusand
or two thousand years ago.

The National Spiritualist Association has interpreted
Spiritualism, as “the Science, Philosophy and Religion of
continuous life, based upon the demonstrated fact of com-
munication, by means of mediumship with those who live
in the spirit world;” and it is in this sense that we refer to
this Religion coming into the world under the beautifu
name of Spiritualism.

Thus Spiritualists have associated themselves together
in this great organization for the purpose of investigating,
studying and protecting the phenomena of Mediumship, to
unfold a philosophy in harmony with the laws of the uni-
verse and to formulate a religion in accordance with proven
facts, thus giving to the world a scientific religion.

Of the religion of Spiritualism, we may say that in its
philosophy are covered and clearly stated the religious
principles which are requisite for spiritual growth and
unfoldment, not only here on the material plane of life
but also for future growth in the spirit worid.

This, then being the case, it is reasonable to assume
that those who visit and attend Spiritualist Churches, dc so
for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of what Spiritual-
ism really is and what its Ministers have to offer to satisfy
the craving for More Light and greater understanding of
Spiritual Truth, the understanding and living of Whlch
constitutes True Religion.

Thus is the National Spiritualist Association, as are all
of its auxiliaries, justified in requiring that only the
interpretation and accepted principles of the Association
shall be taught from its platforms. When visitors come to
our churches to obtain information in regard to our inter-
pretation of Truth there can be no justification for offering
them a mixture of orthodoxy and personal opinion under the
label of Spiritualism, in place of the religion of Spiritual-
ism as interpreted and understood by the organization in
which they claim affiliation.

Every one should have and does have the right to ex-
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press his own ideas, thoughts, aspirations to the fullest
extent, but when the time comes that they cannot fully
accept the principles and tenets of the organization with
which they are affiliated then surely they should join some
other one with which they are in perfect harmony and fully
agree or, if such cannot be found, start out alone and preach
truth as they have been given to see and understand it.

The National Spiritualist Association accepts as its
religion, “Spiritualism’” pure, and simple, without hyphens
or orthodox teachings of any kind and expects that its rep-
resentatives and teachers will do the same.

WHY THE DELAY?

“Is the world progressing?”’ 1s a question, that often
impinges on the consciousness of the human mind. “And f
not, why not?”’ is the further question for which man strives
to find the answer.

In every department of life whether in art or in science
we find that human effort is meeting with success and
progress is being made. This applies equally in the mineral,
vegetable and animal kingdoms, but in the human realm,
the question may well be asked and the answer may well
be sought as to whether or not progress mentally, morally
or spiritually is being made.

When we view the conditions of the world today and see
the cruelty demonstrated in world wars, the demonstrations
of vice being carried on in cities in all parts of the world,
and the animosity shown in the activities of individuals
everywhere, we are led to wonder if the psychology in the
religious teachings of the world are not largely at fault.
In those teachings will always be found, as a remedy for
existing evils and wrongs, suppression and punishment.

In an analysis of the situation as observed at the present
time, we fail to find that the attitude of suppression has
been or is successful in eliminating the evil and the wrongs
from which we suffer. All the forces of city and state
authorities are being used for the purpose of suppressing
evil and yet it is as much in evidence today as ever in the
past.

In our estimation, if the thought of suppression were
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discontinued and the attitude of cultivation were used in
its place, much more might be accomplished, and eventually
success might be attained which, under the present condi-
tions, seems hopeless if not impossible.

It is the negative attitude of all our teachings and train-
ings which seems to be responsible for all failure to make
progress in the physical, mental, moral and spiritual con-
ditions of man upon earth. |

Speaking of man’s condition physically, we have truly
learned how to add an increased number of years to his
span of life but have we learned how to bring better children
into the world? By scientific research, we have learned
how to apply remedies to new sicknesses and ailments, all
of which have been evolved or created by man’s ignorance
or non-compliance with Nature’s true requirements.

Mentally man has grown and progressed in his study
and understanding of natural law, but in his application
of those laws, he is woefully lacking as is evidenced in
present worldwide conditions.

A truly moral and religious application of the laws of
nature in the lives of the human family should produce con-
ditions which would make police departments and prisons
unnecessary which is an ideal toward which no progress up
to the present time has been made. This we ascribe to
the efforts that have been made for progression by the
use of suppression where cultivation and expression would
be of service and a means of advancement.

If we turn our thoughts to the vegetable kingdom we
do not find that suppression is the method that is used for
success in the garden or on the farm. We do not say to
the gardener or the farmer, “thou shalt not have weeds in
thy garden; thou shalt not sow tares in the ground,” but
rather, the thought is instilled of what he shall do in order
to obtain the crop which he desires.

It has been said, “where flowers are cultivated, weeds
soon die out.” May it not also be said and with equal truth,
that where virtue and love and kindness are cultivated, the
undesirable things will soon fall by the wayside?

The psychology of suppression by the continuous in-
culcation of the negative in the words “Thou shalt not,” 1is,
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in a large measure, responsible for the evils, wrongs and
unhappiness of the world today.

If in place of “thou shalt not” the words, “thou shalt”
were used, the pathway for attainment and for progress
would be opened to the human consciousness of young
and old alike for progression into better conditions.

The child coming into the world is conscious only of

its physical senses, needs and desires, and too often is re-

pressed by its parents by the unkind or harsh words “Stop
that, don’t do that,” while a few words of encouragement
and showing the better way would ofttimes meet with
cordial and cooperative response.

This is a condition which frequently follows the young
folks through life up to the time of maturity, acting as
a repression, ofttimes a suppression of natural instincts
which, if rightly guided, would lead onward up to the
pathway of progression. |

The only means of growth or advancement in any de-
partment of life, whether it be in the vegetable, animal, or
human life, is found in the act and fulfillment of expression
without which growth or advancement cannot be attained.
~ In the study of the TEN COMMANDMENTS we find
the first two of them which are the most valuable, to be
expressed in the positive tense,— Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God; Thouw shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. These
two commandments we consider most valuable because they
are positive. They give direction and they can be complied
with. The other commandments might have been necessary
at the time they were given because of the fact that very
little, if anything at all, was known of spiritual law or con-
sciousness. Probably at that time all that the human being
was conscious of as a means toward happiness was the
enjoyment of the gratification of the physical senses. Thus
as a step toward obtaining a consciousness of spiritual
things, it was necessary that restraint be placed upon the
fuller gratification of the animalistic tendencies.

Today, with the gradual growth and development of
the mental faculties and spiritual consciousness of man, he
has arrived at the time when restrictions such as were placed
upon him thousands of years ago are less necessary, and
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the time has come when the pathway toward further pro-
gression could well be profitably pointed out to him.

The time for repression has gone by. The time for un-
limited growth and progression physically, mentally, moral-
ly and spiritually has arrived. If man could be fully in-
formed in regard to the possibility, the value and the beauty
of soul growth and the means for its attainment, he would
gradually grow toward the time when police and prisons
would be unnecessary, and the ideals of spiritual unfold-
ment could be visualized. |

If in the balance of those commandments, the negative
were changed into the positive; if in place of the injunction
Thou shalt not steal, the words Thou shalt be honest; if in
place of Thou shalt not bear false witness, the words, Thou
shalt always tell the truth; if in place of Thou shalt not
commit adultery, the words, Thou shalt be upright and clean
and true, and the reasons for these attainments were proper-
ly explained, then would be found the open pathway for
soul growth which once truly visualized and its beauty and
desirability understood, would offer to man a goal worth
striving for and possible of attainment.

The knowledge afforded by an understanding of the
philosophy of Spiritualism, and a realization of the close-
ness of the spiritual world and the nearness of our spirit
friends, is the next step in the progress of man and in
the unfoldment of his spiritual possibilities.

Arbitrary attempts for a suppression of this knowledge
and for the suppression of communication with the spirit
world by means of mediumship, are but efforts on the
part of man to delay this progress and to keep him under
the bondage of dogma and creed.

The reason for our hopes of the fulfillment of this dream,
for we shall have dreams and we have the opportunity to
make them come true, lies in the thought that along this
pathway man will arrive at the point where his great desire
will be to be worthy of the companionship of angels and
to be a worthy channel through whom God’s message may
be transmitted in all its beauty, to man on earth.

PROGRESSION IN RELIGION

Is Spiritualism a Religion? And if so, what does it
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in a large measure, responsible for the evils, wrongs and
unhappiness of the world today.

If in place of “thou shalt not” the words, “thou shalt”
were used, the pathway for attainment and for progress
would be opened to the human consciousness of young
and old alike for progression into better conditions.

The child coming into the world is conscious only of
‘its physical senses, needs and desires, and too often is re-
pressed by its parents by the unkind or harsh words “Stop
that, don’t do that,” while a few words of encouragement
and showing the better way would ofttimes meet with
cordial and cooperative response.

This is a condition which frequently follows the young
folks through life up to the time of maturity, acting as
a repression, ofttimes a suppression of natural instincts
which, i1f rightly guided, would lead onward up to the
pathway of progression.

The only means of growth or advancement in any de-
partment of life, whether it be in the vegetable, animal, or
human life, is found in the act and fulfillment of expression
without which growth or advancement cannot be attained.

- “In the study of the TEN COMMANDMENTS we find
the first two of them which are the most valuable, to be
expressed in the positive tense,— Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. These
two commandments we consider most valuable because they
are positive. They give direction and they can be complied
with. The other commandments might have been necessary
at the time they were given because of the fact that very
little, if anything at all, was known of spiritual law or con-
sciousness. Probably at that time all that the human being
was conscious of as a means toward happiness was the
enjoyment of the gratification of the physical senses. Thus
as a step toward obtaining a consciousness of spiritual
things, 1t was necessary that restraint be placed upon the
fuller gratification of the animalistic tendencies.

Today, with the gradual growth and development of
the mental faculties and spiritual consciousness of man, he
has arrived at the time when restrictions such as were placed
upon him thousands of years ago are less necessary, and
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the time has come when the pathway toward further pro-
gression could well be profitably pointed out to him.

The time for repression has gone by. The time for un-
limited growth and progression physically, mentally, moral-
ly and spiritually has arrived. If man could be fully in-
formed in regard to the possibility, the value and the beauty
of soul growth and the means for its attainment, he would
gradually grow toward the time when police and prisons
would be unnecessary, and the ideals of spiritual unfold-
ment could be visualized. |

If in the balance of those commandments, the negative
were changed into the positive; if in place of the injunction
Thou shalt not steal, the words Thou shalt be honest; if in
place of Thou shalt not bear false witness, the words, Thou
shalt always tell the truth; if in place of Thou shalt not
commit adultery, the words, Thou shalt be upright and clean
and true, and the reasons for these attainments were proper-
ly explained, then would be found the open pathway for
soul growth which once truly visualized and its beauty and
desirability understood, would offer to man a goal worth
striving for and possible of attainment.

The knowledge afforded by an understanding of the
philosophy of Spiritualism, and a realization of the close-
ness of the spiritual world and the nearness of our spirit
friends, 1s the next step in the progress of man and in
the unfoldment of his spiritual possibilities.

Arbitrary attempts for a suppression of this knowledge
and for the suppression of communication with the spirit
world by means of mediumship, are but efforts on the
part of man to delay this progress and to keep him under
the bondage of dogma and creed.

The reason for our hopes of the fulfillment of this dream,
for we shall have dreams and we have the opportunity to
make them come true, lies in the thought that along this
pathway man will arrive at the point where his great desire
will be to be worthy of the companionship of angels and
to be a worthy channel through whom God’s message may
be transmitted in all its beauty, to man on earth.

PROGRESSION IN RELIGION

Is Spiritualism a Religion? And if so, what does it
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stand for? And, what does it teach? Are questions often
asked. In an effort to make clear the meaning of Spiritual-
ism, the purpose of its adherents, we offer this article
for careful thought and consideration.

We say that it would be impossible to give complete
and final analysis of the Philosophy and Religion of
Spiritualism, because we do not claim to have arrived at
a full and complete knowledge of all the laws of spiritual
growth and unfoldment. The attainment of wider knowledge
may open the way for further advancement in a correct
understanding and a clear analysis of the Science,
Philosophy and Religion of Spiritualism.

Even as science changes its views and its practices
with the advancement of knowledge, so also, in the view
of the Spiritualist, should religion change its postulates
and theories, at the present and in future times, as has
been done in all past ages, to conform with the advanced
knowledge of the times.

In Spiritualism no proven truth of the past is dis-
carded or denied, but rather all such truth is accepted and
emphasized, but re-interpreted in understandable language,
in the light of present day knowledge.

Asked if we believe in God, we would feel compelled to
ask just what God or kind of a God the questioner re-
ferred to. Yet our answer would be, yes, we believe in God
and that God is Spirit, and that Spirit pervades and con-
trols the universe, is without shape or form and is im-
personal, omnipresent and omnipotent.

Asked if we believe that Jesus, the Christ, is the Son
of God, our reply would be Yes, to the extent that we believe
that all men are children of God, as expressed in the second
of the Declaration of Principles of the National Spiritualist
Association, which states, We believe that the phenomena
of nature, both physical and spiritual are the expression
of Infinite Intelligence.

And to the question, Do you accept Jesus as the Savior
of the world? We would answer: Not by his crucifixion and
death can we accept him as Savior, but in his method of
life, in his philosophy and teachings we find truths demon-
strated and expressed, which, if followed, would be the
salvation of man on earth.
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All of his teachings were emphasized and proven both
by precept and by example. The fact of the continuity of
life after the change called death is apparent in his teach-
ings, and demonstrated by his many appearances after his
death.

We but make these references to make clear that in
Spiritualism, we do not discard nor do we deny demon-
strated truths of the past, but in the light of reason and of
present day knowledge, we re-interpret fundamentals,
which have been otherwise interpreted by man in previous
ages of the world.

Thus, while accepting a statement of the continuity of
life as promulgated in the creeds of nearly all religions of
the world, we primarily accept it because of present day
manifestations, which are as fully in evidence today as they
have been in any age of the world. If not, then why the
doctrine of Communion of Saints as proclaimed by one of
the great religions of the world of the present day?

The spiritual realm is all about us, though intangible
to our physical equipment. For the things which are seen
are temporal, but the things which are unseen are eternal.
Our deepest and most real life, here and now is within the
realm of spirit.

Mediumship is the great spiritual faculty by means of
which the prophets, the sages, the seers, the saviors of
past ages have been able to bring the message of the con-
tinuity of life to man on earth and thus establish religious
truths, which with the passing of ages have been turned
into fear and superstition.

The world today needs renewed proof of the continuity
of life after the change called death, as it has done so
many times in the past ages, and because of that need, that
proof is again being given, and will continue to be given,
until all men shall recognize the Humanity of God and
the Divinity of Man.

RECIPROCITY

In approaching the question of the philosophy of
Spiritualism and its effect on the moral status of man,
the individual’s first thought usually is, Of what benefit

F
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can it be to me, or what atd or assistance can I receive
from those living in the spirit world?

‘In sorrow, the first impulse is to look for comfort; in
distress, for relief, and altogether too seldom do we realize
the possibility of ourselves belng a help to those on the
other side.

In the Catholic Church the thought is frequently ex-
pressed that it is a holy and wholesome thought to pray
for the dead that they may be loosed from their sins. Per-
haps this is an indication, if carefully observed, of higher
values that may be found in the avenues of communication
that are usually considered.

We have reason to believe that there are those now
living in the spirit world, who when living on earth,
devoted their time and efforts to the acquirement of material
property for the gratification of the physical senses. These
can better be reached through a conscious contact with the
physical world, than they can be through the efforts of tea-
chers in the spirit world.

Thus we find in our seances that frequently. many such
souls are brought there for enlightenment and understand-
ing that things other than the material are more des1rab1e
and worth while.

In connection with this thought we quote the followmg
taken from a lecture given many years ago by Cora L. V.
Richmond on The Condition in Spirit Life wherein she
says :There are no worse lives in the spirit life than those
that are with you every day. Thus we may conclude that
those by whom we are surrounded, whether beautifully
good and true or darkened by ignorance, are those whom
we have sent from this side of life into the spirit world
under those conditions. Many of those by whom this world
is surrounded, still remaining in this condition of darkness
and ignorance and whose presence may be a source of
temptation are not necessarily all evil, nor do they necessari-
ly come with evil intent.

As an illustration of this fact, we will here relate an
incident with which we are familiar and the accuracy of
which we can definitely vouch for. We will recite the story
in the words of the narrator. He was the president of :a
local Spiritualist society in a western city of which the
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janitor of the building and his family were also Spiritual-
ists. He tells us that:

Going into the office of my friend, the janitor, on this
Sunday evening, before going into the main hall to open the
evening service I found him in a state of deep distress,
with his head upon his arms on the desk. Surprised, I said
to him, Why, John, what is the matter? Oh, he said to me,
I am in a lot of trouble. My wife has taken to drinking
and I do not know what to do about it. I have tried every-
thing I can think of and I have even thought that it may
be necessary to have her confined in a sanitarium or some
other place where she could receive proper care. This con-
dition was not understandable, as the woman, the mother
of two children, and of a highly sensitive nature, was and
always has been a fine character and a splendid mother, re-
fined 1n every way. |

John continued his story by telhng me that in his efforts
to restrain his wife he had even locked the door of her
room as he left home in the morning to go to work, but
found this to be futile, as in this strange condition, she
climbed out of the window to obtain that which she desired.

As the story continued, I realized that some outside
force was influencing her in this unusual and unnatural
craving for liquor. And on the impulse of the moment I
sald to John, Did your wife ever have any very dear friend
or relative who passed on who had a similar—croving
for liquor? Thinking for a moment John replied, Why yes,
she did. She had a brother of whom she thought a great deal
and who died on the street in a state of drunken frenzy.

Realizing then what this condition was, I asked John
the name of this brother. He told me his name was Oscar.

Under the afflatus of the moment I spoke loudly and
positively the following words:

I want Oscar to come here and stand by me cmd l@sten
to what I have to say. Oscar, listen carefully. I have some-
thing of importance to say to you that can be helpful to
you tf you will pay attention. I know that you frequently
v18it the home of your sister. I know also that which you
do not know which is, that your presence with her in her
home, carrying with you your desire for drink, is in-
fluencing her and inducing her to satisfy that desire for its
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gratification. I realize that you are not aware of the in-
fluence that your desire is having on your sister, that it 1s
ruining her life as well as that of her husband and children.

I am telling you this in order that these conditions may
be so changed that your presence in the home may come to
be a blessing and a source of happiness in place of one of
sorrow and unhappiness. Oscar, I am not going to ask you
to stay away from your sister’s home for I know you love
her and in your darkened condition you meed the little
comfort that the consciousness of her presence gives to you.
I wish to tell you that you may come to this home, if in so
doing, you will carefully watch your impulse and desire. In
entering the home and becoming conscious of the presence
of your sister, never allow the thought ‘I want a drink of
liquor’ to emanate from your mind. Rather invite the
thought ‘I wish I had a drink of water’ to be the dominating
thought of your mind. Oscar, if you will do this, you may
safely enjoy the companionship of your loved ones; you
will save them from disaster and ruin and you will have
opened a pathway to her complete recovery from this condi-
tion and for yourself. Also, Oscar, if you will do this in a
short time you will be able to see your own mother who has
been trying to reach you from her own home in the spirit
world.

I then said to John, Do not be discouraged,; Oscar now
knows the conditions and because of his love for his
sister, he will try in every way to do as we have requested.
Your wife will improve and will soon be all right. It is
quite possible that she may fail for a few times as Oscar
may slip in his good resolution, unintentionally, and this
will likely react upon her consciousness. Each time this
occurs, Oscar will see more clearly the consequences of his
weakness and will strive the more earnestly for more per-
fect self control.

The following Sunday evening, I went into my friend’s
office once more and said to him: Well, John, how is your
wife? Bright and cheerful, he answered me, Oh, she is so
much better. She only went out twice this week. 1 said to
him, John, it is as I anticipated and told you. Oscar eould
not completely overcome, through the means of one lesson,
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a habit incurred by a lifetime of indulgence. But he will do
better now.

On the second Sunday he told me that his wife was so
much better again and that she had failed him only once
during the week. And on the third Sunday, with a smile of
happiness on his face, he said: All is well. She has complete-
ly recovered and I have no further trouble.

As evidence that Oscar, in the spirit world, had received
the message given to him by the president of the society
one year previously, he, the president, related to me the
following incident: Last Sunday afternoon I attended a
Spiritualist service where spirit greetings were given and
the medium on the platform turning to me, said: I see a
man standing by your side who wants to thank you for
what you did for him just one year ago, and he says: Tell
him that I have already seen my mother.

Thus we see how we also may become guiding leaders
and teachers to those needing our assistance as we, on
our part, seek and pray for assistance from those transcend-
ing our knowledge both on the earth plane and in the
spirit world.

From this true narration may be drawn a lesson from
which may be obtained a clearer understanding of the in-
terrelationship existing between the two worlds, thus also
explaining, in a measure, some of the terrible crimes of
which we read so frequently in our daily papers, crimes
which ofttimes may be caused unwittingly and uninten-
tionally by those on the other side.

Many similar cases of otherwise unexplainable crime
are matters of record, accounts of which appear regularly
in the columns of our daily papers.

Is it not time that man on earth should learn to under-
stand correctly the conditions existing between man on
earth and man in the spirit world, and learn, for his own
safety, and for the advancement of the human family, how
to guide and lead such conditions so as to be complete
master of his own life? Knowledge is light, and ignorance
1s darkness. Thus can we reciprocate by giving unto others
of the good which we ourselves receive.
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REINCARNATION ~
DOES IT GIVE THE ANSWER?

In attempting to write an article upon this much dis-
cussed subject, we do so, not in a spirit of controversy, nor
for the purpose of altering anyone’s opinions or beliefs,
nor do we wish to proselytize in any way.

It is not our desire to say that the theory is wrong, for
we have sincere respect for other person’s opinions and be-
liefs, nor can we say that it is right. The purpose of this
article is to make clear the fact the theory of reincarnation
does not harmonize with, nor is it a part of the religion and
the philosophy of Spiritualism, as interpreted, accepted and
taught by the National Spiritualist Association of the Unit-
ed States of America.

The theory of reincarnation came to us from Persia,
and was formulated in that country before the fact of me-
diumship was clearly understood by a class of people who
were willing to accept a spiritual symbol as scientific fact.

Thus, when a mediumistic person or sensitive was con-
trolled by a spirit entity, and that entity stated through the
medium, I am so and so, naming some noted person of pre-
vious ages, warrior, scientist, poet or otherwise, what
more reasonable or likely then that they, the listeners,
should assume that the words were meant to be taken
literally and as absolutely true and infallible as all com-
munication, coming through from the invisible were sup-
posed to be, in those days. |

Thus, when the words through the lips of the speaker
stated, I am Gautama, Zoroaster, Krishna, or some other
noted leader or teacher, what more natural than that they
should be interpreted as meaning reincarnation of the in-
dividual whose name had been mentioned?

In the course of time it became evident to the would-
be communicators, from the unseen side of life, that they
were more graciously received if the name of a prominent,
well known, or highly esteemed person were given. So
the custom of giving such names became adopted by many
(possibly less scrupulous than others) who were particular-
ly anxious to communicate and were not made welcome, if
coming in a name entirely unknown or one of little or no
repute.
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- Thus, in our understanding the thought or theory of
reincarnation came into being as represented by many of
its adherents, which is, of course, a human interpretation
of spirit communication, as indeed are those of all religions
of the world known to man in any age. |

With the spread of the idea that the High Priests in the
Llamasaries of Persia and India were obtaining teachings
from higher and more advanced sources in the spirit
world, many students, of America and Europe journeyed
to India to take up a study of this new, but really old
philosophy. Seemingly they thought that antiquity gave au-
thority, veracity and prestige to these teachings of the ages,
failing to realize that man today, is far better qualified to
understand and interpret the phenomena of nature in all
departments of Life, than were his predecessors in the
earlier and less enlightened ages of the world.

Spiritualism, as accepted, understood and taught by the
National Spiritualist Association s the Science, Philosophy
and Religion of continuous life, based upon the demonstrated
fact of communication, by means of mediumship with those
who live in the spirit world.

Thus does Spiritualism come back to the same basis
as all other religions have done, Spirit Communication, for
the foundation of their belief in future life and in their
religion. ;

The differences then that exist in the thousands of re-
ligious beliefs are in human interpretations, not one of
which, nor even all put together contain the ALL OF
TRUTH. Not one of which is any way justified in any
claim to wnfallibility, as is well evidenced by the many
changes that have been made in the teachings of all re-
ligious denominations during even the one preceding cen-
tury.

During the term of its existence and activities in com-
munication with the spirit world, Spiritualism has adopted
a Declaration of Principles which forms the basis upon
which is unfolded a statement of beliefs and affirmations.

Of this Declaration of Principles, I wish to offer for

consideration the first three, but before doing so I will
quote the seventh and eighth, both of which are affirma-
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tions—wherein we differ from many orthodox statements
of belief.

7. We affirm the moral responsibility of the individual
and that he makes his own happiness or unhappiness as
he obeys or disobeys nature’s physical and spiritual laws.

(We do not accept any statement of vicarious atone-
ment.)

8. We affirm that the doorway to reformation is never
closed to any human soul, here or hereafter.

(We do not accept such statement as hell fire nor
eternal damnation.)

% ® ¥ b

1. We believe in Infinite Intelligence.

(The highest manifestation of Deity known.)

2. We believe that the phenomena of mnature, both
physical and spiritual, are the expression of Infinite In-
telligence.

(All life is manifestation of Deity.)

3. We affirm that a correct understanding of such ex-
pression and living in accordance therewith constitute true
religion.

(Man is his own savior.)

The philosophy and the religion of Spiritualism run
parallel to and are in entire harmony with the understood
and accepted laws of evolution. Evolution means progress
as is manifested in all departments of nature.

Progress, whether from granite rock of the mountain
to stone and sand, from stone and sand to soil and vegeta-
tion, soil and vegetation to insect, bird and animal life, all
moving forward, making possible the higher, more beauti-
ful, more perfect manifestations of Deity in and through
man.

Thus, looking forward to further progress,—greater
unfoldment in this universal process of evolution, it does
not seem to be in harmony with universal law that man
should ever be in the position of looking backward, ex-
pecting and hoping to go backward when we know that
the LAW OF LIFE is FORWARD, ever forward.

In a communication received recently from one who
sincerely believes in the theory of reincarnation, my atten-



AN INTERPRETATION OF SPIRITUALISM 69

tion was called to the phenomenon of the emergence of
the caterpillar into that of the beautiful butterfly as an il-
lustration of the possibility of reincarnation. This com-
parison might well be used as an illustration of the con-
tinuity of life and of the flight of the soul of man into
the more beautiful realms of the spirit world at the moment
of death, wherein may be found the dearly loved friends
of life on the earth-plane, but not logically as an argument
in favor of reincarnation.

Thus, we are in agreement with the statement made by
Lilian Whiting, Life Here and Life hereafter is all one life
whose continuity of consciousness 1s unbroken by that mere
change of form whose process we call death. Also her further
thought that The process of evolution does not cease operat-
mg with the perfecting of the physical body, for There is
a physical body and there is a spiritual body.

Reincarnation of Universal Spirit and of Universal®
Matter in the process of creation and of the evolution of
yet unborn souls into LIF'E, YES, we agree; reincarnation
of evolved orgamnisms wnto previously lived forms of
existence, with that thought we cannot agree nor does it
coincide with philosophy and religion of Spiritualism as

interpreted and accepted by the National Spiritualist As-
sociation of the U.S.A.

* * * ® *

THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION

Spiritualism came to man on earth, from the Spirit
World, in the simple material form of spirit communica-
tion, as have all other forms of the religions of preceding
ages and from such manifestations have been developed
and unfolded the philosophies which constitute the re-
ligions of the world.

Thus do we find that those who believe in spirit com-
munication are not necessarily all Spiritualists, nor does
a belief in spirit communication, of itself constitute Spiritu-
alism. It is the acceptance of the interpretation placed by
man upon the phenomena that constitutes the denomina-
tion of the individual.

It may be said, with safety, that all people who accept




70 - SERMONETTES

in any -way the theory of the continuity of life, do also
believe in, in one form or another, the fact of inter-com-
munication between man living on earth and man living in
the Spirit World. |

Most religionists would be surprised and many would
become highly indignant if they were told that they believed
in manifestation and communication, and yet without such
the very foundation of their belief would fall away beneath
their feet and their teachings of a future life would be-
come meaningless.

Whether it be the teaching of the Commumon of Saints
and the guidance of the Angel Guardians, or the more sinis-
ter threat of temptation by evil spirits, (to which Spiritual-
ism is ascribed by priests and clergy), whether it be a
recognition of the phenomena of receiving the Ten Com-
mandments on tablets of stone, by Moses, as recorded and
accepted by the Jewish people or whether it be the oriental
practice of Ancestor Worship, or any other form of re-
ligious creed, all are representative of a recognition of
manifestations witnessed and communications received from
the Spirit World.

The fundamental difference existing, then between
generally accepted orthodox religions and the religion of
Spiritualism lies in the fact that orthodoxy interprets all
communication in terms of the supernatural, mysterious,
miraculous, as a matter of faith alone, and not in any way
susceptible to human understanding, nor comparable to
known laws of nature on the material plane.

In the interpretation of Spiritualists the manifestations
and communications are entirely in accordance with natural
law and are as susceptible to investigation and human
understanding as were the previously Not Understood Laws,
which when understood disclosed the secrets of the atomic
bomb, airplane, electricity, radio, all of which have become
understandable and of service to man, because he believed
in the universality of law and was able and willing to in-
vestigate, because such investigation was not prohlblted
by ecclesiastical law and clerical domination.

Spiritualism does not deny any fundamental truth of
any religion, but rather takes the fundamental fact and re-



AN INTERPRETATION OF SPIRITUALISM 71

interprets it in the light of present day knowledge, realizing
that while creeds do not grow, yet souls do grow.

Thus, while the church presents, as a matter of faith,
the dogma that God is a Spirit, Spiritualists proclaim that
God is Spirit, universally present, manifest in all forms
of life, the source of all life, creator, progenitor, the father
of all.

Of Jesus, who has been termed The Only Son of God,
Spiritualism says in all honesty that He was truly a son of
God, but it says also that all men are children of God, and
this statement we are sure, no religionist will contradict.

Of The Word of God, we would say, God speaks through
man to man, either through man living on the earth plane
of life or through man living in the Spirit World. The
more spiritually unfolded the individual through whom
the communication is received, the more correctly it is in-
terpreted and transmitted. Man is not a receptacle to re-*
ceive and to hold, but rather is a channel through whom
may flow, from the highest even to the lowest, the bounteous
blessings of Spirit.

Thus with a knowledge of communication with the
Spirit World established, man has come to realize that the
Spirit World is as much a part of the universe as is the
world in which he now lives. Fear of death, fear of an
angry God, fear of devils and evil spirits have been removed,
and in their place have been placed an understanding of
the joy of meeting loved ones at the time of transition. We
look among the Ministering Spirits for our own departed
loved ones. If we are to have Ministering Spirits, who are
better adapted?

We have learned that God is Spirit, the source of all life,
gwing of self to create and preserve life in all of its mani-
festations everywhere and forever. In place of devils and
evil spirits, the creations of morbid-minded dogmatists, we
now realize that the Spirit World is peopled by those whom
we have sent there from this side of life, and that they are
in exactly the condition, there, for which they prepared
themselves by their method of life while living here on
earth.

Thus Spiritualism has established a logical hypothesis
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for the acceptance of a belief in the Fatherhood of God and
a basis upon which to build for the Brotherhood of Man.

As the fruit tree demonstrates its value by the fruits
which it gives forth from within, so also does man demon-
strate his worth to his kind by those things which come
forth from within.

If, for example, the tree could and would for selfish
reasons, say, I will not gwwe forth fruit for the pleasure
and enjoyment of others but will keep them all within
myself then there would not be fruit for the tree nor for
anyone else.

Thus also may the same comparison apply to man, for
all the goodness and kindness in the world has been placed
there by man, and all of the evil and unkindness and misery
in the world, is there because man has made it so. (And
the world is what we make it.)

When man selfishly refuses to speak and act for the
welfare and happiness of others he dams up the stream of
the life-giving forces of Spirit, and destroys or diminishes
his possibility for a truly worthwhile life.

But when man shall have learned to understand the laws
of life and live in accordance with their requirements, then
the results be Peace, Joy and Happiness, for such are the
fruits of the life of man when correctly lived. Such are
the teachings of Spiritualism.

From individual to society, from society to church, from
church to state association, from state association to Na-
tional Association, from national associations to interna-
tional, world-wide organization,—thus has Spiritualism
grown as an organized spiritual movement.

Careful observation and investigation of the phenomena
of Spiritualism have provided proof of -the continuity of
life in the Spirit World and of the fact of communication
with our friends and loved ones from over there. Thoughtful
considerations of the beautiful lessons and philosophy
given, by means of mediumship, by the wise and loving
teachers from the spirit side of life, have furnished ample
evidence of the reality of spiritual things, of the value
and worth-whileness of the advanced and spiritual lessons
brought from the Spirit World, and of the fact of pro-
gression over there, even as here on earth.
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As a result of these observations, Spiritualists have
adopted their Declarations of Principles in which is set
forth clearly their conclusions and attitude towards religion
and man’s relationship to his fellow man and to God.

We feel safe in stating that statements made in these
Declaration of Principles are fundamental, that in a broad
view they constitute a part of the esoteric philosophy of all
religions, and that they are a basis upon which a universal,
scientific, spiritual religion will yet be builded for the wel-
fare and progression of the people of the world.

UN-AMERICANISM IN AMERICA

In these perilous times, when totalitarianism is striving
in every possible way to obtain control of, and to rule and
govern the world, and America poses as the champion of
democracy and of the rights of the people to speak for
themselves in the matter of government, it would seem
wise to analyze carefully some of those things which consti-
tute real freedom.

Among these will be found freedom of speech, freedom
of the press, freedom of religion, and freedom from dis-
crimination by majorities against minority groups, whether
of race, color or creed.

Our attention has been turned in this direction because
of a motion picture which has been recently produced and
released by the R.K.O. cinema company and is being dis-
tributed and shown in many large picture houses of our
country.

This picture is entitled, THE SPIRITUALIST and is
apparently produced for the purpose of defaming, dis-
crediting and slandering Spiritualism and its adherents.

The picture in no way represents the philosophy or the
religion of those whom it assumes to characterize, but so
grossly slanders. These attacks upon Spiritualism and
Spiritualists have been persistently carried on for many
years by press, radio and word of mouth. They constitute
a distinct attack upon the Religion of Spiritualism by an
orthodox majority upon the religious belief of a dissenting
minority who cannot accept, nor believe in the orthodox and
materialistic interpretation of so-called MIRACLE'S of past
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ages which are taught to the people in the name of Relzgwn
and of Deity.

We, as Spiritualists, believe in the contlnulty of llfe and
we affrm that communication with those who have passed
onward through the change called Death is just as real and
as natural now as it has been in all previous ages of the
world as is recorded in all the Bibles, and much other of
the best literature of the world.

The thing that hath been, it is that whwh shall be, and
that which is done is that which shall be done. FEcclesiastes

It is no wonder that ministers and preachers of many
religious denominations have occasion to complain about
empty pews in their churches when they teach such illogical
and contradictory doctrines as may be heard emanating
from the same lips from one Sunday to another. Affirma-
tions are continuously heard that there is continuous life
beyond the change called Death, and as proof thereof, that
two angels came to Sodom to see Lot; that an angel ap-
peared unto Jacob; that the birth of Jesus was announced
from the Spirit side of Life; that Jesus, taking with him
James and John, went together up onto the mountain, and
were met there by Moses and Elias. And yet in spite of
these, and hundreds of other like affirmations, we are told
that there cannot be communication between Man on earth
and Man in the Spirit World ; that every attempt to so com-
municate is wrong and wicked and must be suppressed.

Thus do these self-righteous tear away and destroy
the foundation upon which their own dogmas and creeds
have been founded and developed. Or is it possible that
some .one group or another of these would-be reformists
have assumed to themselves the sole right to interpret these
laws and impose their own personal interpretations on all
mankind. |

The attempt being made by a group of idealists to have
the name of Jesus inserted in the Constitution of the United
States would seem to be an indication of such an attempt
to sabotage the religious rights of the American people.
How many, or rather, how few, really believe in or can
accept that name in the narrow and restricted sense of vi-
carious atonement in which it is accepted by those who are
making this attempt? How many are there, in this day
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and age of Reason who are not now ready and willing to
assume their own responsibility, pay their own debts, over-
come and outgrow their weaknesses and mistakes and, by
earnest effort, grow into that measure of true Manhood for
which Man is intended. o |

This paper however, was not intended to prove the
truth and reality of that great spiritual truth of Spirit
Communication. That has been proved and demonstrated
hundreds of times by great Spiritual Teachers, Prophets,
Sages and Seers in all ages of the world. |

Our purpose has been, rather, to show the unenviable
position in which our traducers are placing themselves in

their endeavors to suppress the only possible proof of the
continuity of life. They are willing to accept, as a matter

of faith, incidents which they affirm occurred some two
thousand or more years ago, but they condemn and endeavor
to suppress confirmatory manifestations of like happenings
of the present day. Would it not be wiser that they adopt the
injunction of St. Paul, Add to your Faith, Knowledge!
Their attitude is foolish, unfair, unjust and un-
American. It is one, however, that will gradually right
itself. As intelligent people, and most people are intelligent
now-a-days, begin to realize the folly, as well as the in-
justice of these false Play to the Gallery Pictures they de-
cline to patronize them or to become a part of them in
any way. |
Thus, with the loss of interest on the part of the public,
and manifest disapproval of many, important studios de-
cline to produce them and moving pictures refuse to use
them, for after all, receipts at the ticket office are what
count, and the wishes of the patrons must be respected.
Universal Law is of the Spirit. It is Eternal and never
changes. Interpretation of the Law is human, is fallible
and changes eternally, with the changing condition of
Man’s greater intelligence and clearer understanding.
The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be, and
thatwhichis done is that whichshallbe done. FEcclesiastes
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A TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS: THEY ALSO SERVE

The Lord sent an angel down to earth,
To bring back to Him five of the most
Precious jewels he could find.

He brought back a piece of cloth,

A ray of sunshine, a pomegranate,

A dewdrop, and a mother’s love.

The piece of cloth

Had given warmth

To a little, loving child.

The ray of sunshine

Had warmed into life

The forest, garden and field.

The pomegranate

Had refreshed the weary pilgrim
On his journey home.

The dewdrop

Had given new life to

Lilac, lily and rose.

The mother’s love alone remained
To love her unborn into life,

To honor and serve her God.

And to serve and save her country.
All had served

Both God and man

And all were welcomed home.

AMEN

J. P.



