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a2 The Tarot

Levi’s opinion of the Tarot was very high. He said:

““Ag an erudite Kabalistic book, all combinations of
which reveal the harmonies preexisting between signs,
Ietters and numbers, the practical value of the Tarot is
truly and above all marvelous. A prisoner devoid of
books, had he only a Tarot of which he knew how to make
use, could in a few years acquire g universal science, and
converse with an nnequalled doctrine and inexhaustible
eloquence.”’

The aim of this analysia is to show you how to use the
Tarot. A full treatment would require many volumes;
but I hope to realize the promige of my title by giving a
concise explanation of the general plan of the Tarot, and
a brief outline of its meaning. It should be understood,
however, that the student must fill in this outline with the
results of his own observation and meditation.

Before entering upon a deseription of the construction
and symbolism of this book of occult science, it may be
well to say a word as to its history. In the main, I am in
agreement with Artbur Edward Waite, who discusses
the various theories as to its origin in his Key to the
Tarot, published in London by Wm. Rider and Sons.
Dr. Waite concludes that the Tarot has no exoteric his-
tory before the fourteenth century. The oldest examples
of Tarot designs now preserved in European musenms
were probably made about 1390. According to an occult
tradition, in which I am inclined to place confidence, the
actual date of its invention was about the year 1200 ap. .-

The inventors, this tradition avers, were a group of
adepts who met at stated intervals in the city of Fez, in
Morocco. After the destruction of Alexandria, Fez be-
came the literary and scientific capital of the world.
Thither, from all parts of the globe, came wise men of all
nations, speaking all tongues. Their conferences were
made difficult by differences in language and philosophi-
cal terminology. So they hit upon the device of embody-
ing the most important of their doctrines in a book of












1I
OCCULT MEANING OF NUMBERS

Ix THIS ocBAPTER we shall eonsider the occult significance
of the numbers from Zero to Ten, with particular refer-
ence to the esoteric meanings of the so-called ‘‘ Arabie’’
numerals. As a matter of fact, these numerals were
invented by Hindu priests, from whom they were bor-
rowed (and slightly altered) by the Arab mathemati-
cians who introduced them into Europe. The key to the
meaning of the numerals is the diagram which appears
as the frontispiece of this book, _

Readers of these pages, who are familiar with oceult
symbolism, will perceive that the basis of the construe-
tion of this diagram is the six-pointed star, known as
the “‘Shield of David’’ and ‘‘The Star of the Macro-
cosm.”” Years ago, one of the Theosophical Masters
declared that the system of six circles, tangent to a cen-
tral seventh, is a key to the construction of the cosmos.
At that time, the Master’s meaning was not grasped by
the student to whom the statemeunt was made.

I hope the inclusion of this diagram in the front of
the book may stimulate some of my readers to further
research. Want of space forbids my developing the vari-
ous details, I shall therefore content myself by saying
that this one diagram is a key to the geometrical con-
struction of the Great Pyramid, to a very close approxi-
mation to the squaring of the circle, fo the true ocenlt
meaning of the apron worn by Free Masons, to the cor-
reet construection of the Qabalistic diagram known as
the Tree of Life (which has been called ‘‘a key to all
things’’}, and to the proportions of the mysterious Vault
in which the body of the founder of the Rosierucian Or-
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10 ' The Tarot

tant instruments of the draftsman. They have occult
reference to the esoteric side of geometry, They suggest
planning, surveying, topography and the like. From
these considerations are derived the following meanings
of 4:

Order, measurement, classification, recording, tabula-
tion, and so on. Because of these meanings Qabalists
make 4 the number of memory. Because the Life-power’s
perfect memory of its own potencies and of the needs of
even the least of its centers of expression cannot be sup-
posed to fail, the idea of Beneficence (‘‘good-giving-
ness’’) is also assigned to 4. This beneficence iz not
wasteful prodigality. All the gifts of the Life-power are
measured out. Every center of expression receives ex-
actly what is coming to it, always. Therefore the number
4 is called the Meaguring Intelligence.

5, On the diagram, the first line of this figure is the
horizontal, C to D. The second is vertical, C to I. The
third includes five-sixths of the lower circle, from I
through F and B to E. Meanings of 5 include:

Mediation (because 5 is the middle number between 1,
Beginning, and 9, Completion), adaptation, means,
agency, activity, process, and the like. 5 is the dynamiec
Law proceeding from abstract Order (4).

To primitive minds, the working of Law seems fo be
the operation of many forces, mostly hostile to man.
Hence 5 is the number of versatility, and one of its names
in Qabalak is Fear. Ignorant persons endeavor to pro-
pitiate the power they fear. Their sacrifices are the be-
ginning of religious ritual. Hence 5 is the number of
- religion,

A better, though incomplete, knowledge of Law sees it
as a relentless, harsh, mechanical expression of mathe:
matical principles, faking no account of homan needs
and aspirations. This is the interpretation of the mate-
rialist, who sees the Law as a mighty power, Hebrew












14 The Tarot

beginning of another. This fact is the basis of all prac-
tical ocenltism, Nobody ever comes to the end of his
tether. Nobody ever reaches a point where nothing more
remains to be hoped for, where nothing remains to be
accomplished. Every End is the seed of a fresh Begin-
ping. In Qabalah, therefore, 9 is called Basis or Founda-
tion, and corresponds to the mode of conscionsness
named Pure or Clear Intelligence, because the comple-
tion of any process is the pure, clear, unadulterated ex-
pression of the intention or idea which inmitiated that
process.

10 combines the ellipse of superconsciousness (0) with
the vertical line of self-conseciousness (1). It is the num-
ber of perfection and dominion. Read from right fo left,
from units to tens (as all composite figures should be
read symbolically), it suggests the outpouring of the lim-
itless Life-power through the initiative, specialization
and concentration of the I AM. Qabalists call the number
10 the Kingdom. The mode of conscionusness assigned to
it is the Resplendent Intelligence—brilliant, glowing, full
of life and power. In one esoteric text this mode of in-
telligence is said to have its seat in Understanding, and
Understanding is the number 3, or Sanectifying Intelli-
gence. What is meant is, that in order to have the re-
splendent, glowing consciousness of mastery, one must
have also, as a basis, the sanctifying, perfecting, organ-
izing power of Understanding. Our cifizenship in the
Kingdom-of-Heaven-on-Earth is determined by the de-
gree of our understanding.

Such is the outline of the ten primary numbers, accord-
ing to Ageless Wisdom, as handed down to us through
the Sages of Israel, It affords a basic clue to the mean-
ing of Tarot.

For instance, the whole book, or pack of cards, contains
78 pages. Interpreting the number 78 from the foregoing,
we see that it represents the expression of the Splendor












18 The Tarot

titles of the major trumps, or Keys, and by the associa-
tions of ideas suggested by the letter-names, we find
others derived from certain traditional oceult interpreta-
tions of the Hebrew letters. These are given in an ancient
volume of Qabalistic wisdom. The name of this book is
the Sepher Yetzirah, or Book of Formation. From it are
taken all oceult attributions of the Hebrew alphabet given
herein, with the exception of the attributions of the sun,
moon and planets to the seven letters technically known
as ‘‘doubles,”” because each of them has a hard and a
soft pronunciation.

In all ancient copies of The Book of Formation, the
planetary attributions to the double letfers are purposely
mixed, in order to mislead uninitiated readers into whose
hands the book might fall. The correct attributions were
reserved for mouth-to-ear instruetion. When the first
edition of this book was pubhshed in 1927, these attribu-
tions had never appeared in prmt outside the writings of
the present author, except in one article published in
The Occult Review for March, 1910, and in certain other
publications more or less directly inspired by the author
of that article. He received his knowledge from an occult
society, under seals of secrecy which he violated by his
publications of the true correspondence. He has been
followed by other members of the same society, who offer
the excuse that bad management in the society itself
threatened the loss of its knowledge. Whether this be 2
valid excuse for breaking a solemn obligation, the reader
must judge for himself; but it is only fair to add that the
soctety in question rests under grave suspicion of having
acted with considerably less than good faith in imposing
obligations to keep secret knowledge which was by no
means its exclusive possession, and fo custody of which
it had, to say the least, a most dubious title. The present
writer worked out the attribution of the planeis to the
double letters from hints given in The Book of Forma-
tion, and from the Tarot itself, in the year 1907. His












22 The Tarot

we are obliged to think of as subsisting before the mani-
festation of the relative Unity or Beginning represented
by 1.

Again, there ig a graceful allegory in the introduction
to the Zohar, that classic of Qabalism, which tells how
all the letters, beginning with Tav, and working back-
ward through the alphabet, came before the Lord to pre-
fer their claims to being accepted as the means whereby
He would begin His creation. One by one they were re-
jected, until the letter Beth was chosen, because, being
the initial letter of the Hebrew word signifying ‘Bless-
ing,’’ it was truly representative of the beneficent char-
acter of the whole creation. This same letter Beth is the
first letter in the Hebrew text of Genesis.

Beth having been accepted, after the rejection of all
the letters following it in the alphabetical series, fhere
remained the lefter Aleph. So the Lord promised Aleph
that, as a reward for modesty, it should be forever the
first of all the letters, and the special symbol of the Divine
Spirit.

Here we have additional reason for the attribution of
the Key numbered 1, that is, The Magician, to the letter
which has 2 for its numeral value. The subsisting Spirit,
self-sustained before the beginning of manifestation, is
No-Thing or Zero. So alzois the sound of the letter Aleph
an unaspirated breath, or gimple out-breathing. The let-
ter Beth, on the contrary, is a true consonant, and, even
in English, is the initial of the verb ¢‘begin.’”’ Aleph and
Zero both symbolize the formless Spirit. Beth and One
both stand for the first step in the series of creative
activities.

Dr. Waite, Manly P. Hall, and some others have ob-
jected that this arrangement makes the numbers of the
Keys and the numbers of the letters conflict. The answer
to this is that the numbers printed on the Keys have one
purpose, while those agsigned to the letters have another.

The values of the Hebrew letters are used to determine
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32 The Tarot

a2 symbol of aspiration and of truth. The eolors of wreath
and feather, green and red, are complementary, as are
the kingdoms they symbolize.

The cosmic Life-Breath is forever young, forever in
the morning of its power, forever on the verge of the
abyss of manifestation. It is neither male nor female,
hence this gay young traveler’s figure might be either a
lad, or a girl disguised, like Rosalind. Actually it is the
Heavenly Androgyne.

Always it faces unknown possibilifies of self-expres-
sion, transcending any height it may have reached at a
given time. On this account the sun behind the traveler
is at an angle of forty-five degrees in the eastern heaven,
as Swedenborg says the celestial sun remains forever in
the spiritnal world.” The spiritual sun never reaches the
zenith, for from the zenith it would have to descend, and
the idea here intended is that infinite energy never can
reach a point in manifestation whence it must begin fo
decrease in power. On this account, too, the Fool faces
North-West, toward a direction which, for Masonic and
other oceult reasons, has for millenniums been symbolic
of the unknown, and of the state just prior to the initia-

- tion of a creative process.

. The traveler’s eager gaze is fixed rapturously on a dis-

tant height, beyond and above him. He is That which
was, and 1s, and shall be—the deathless, fadeless life-
principle, subsisting eternally behind all modes of
exigtence,

His inner robe is dazzling white, representing the light
of perfect wisdom. Dimly traced, in the folds at the neck
of this white garment are the Hebrew characters of the
© Divine Name, THVH, Jehovah, This name, according to
Qabalists, is represented by the three parts of the Hebrew
character for the letter Aleph.

The white undergarment is almost wholly concealed by
the black coat of ignorance, lined with the red of passion,
fire, and material force. This outer garment is em-












36 The Tarot

the fruth that all subhuman forms of the Life-power are
elevated and improved by the advanece of human con-
--sciousness. Finally, for symbolic reagsons going back to
ancient Egypt, he is a symbol of intellect, subordinate
to superconsciousness.

The Fool, then, symbolizes what Dr. Waite, in his Key
to the Tarot, calls ‘‘the state of the first emanation.”’ He
is the primary aspect of universal conscionsness, which
we term superconsciousness. He is the cosmic Life-
Breath, about to descend into the abyss of manifestation.

Because he symbolizes the state of the Life-power just
prior to the beginning of a cycle of self-expression, he
also represents inexperience. For until the Life-power
actually enters into the particular activities of such a
cyele, it can have no real experience of those activities.
It is because of this inexperience that the subtle wise
men who invented Tarot called this Key ‘‘The Fool.”’

Another reason was that they were familiar with the
philosophie truth that superconsecicusness is above rea-
son, imagination, thought, feeling, and all other states of
self-consciousness. The Mystical Theology of Dionystus
therefore says of God: ‘“He has neither imagination nor
reason, nor does He know anything as it is, nor does
anything know Him as He is.”

Apply these words to a man, and you call him a fool.
Furthermore, the attempt to limit Divine Consciousness
to personality, making God a big man, iz mentally to
create a foolish divinity. Finally, the title of the Zero
Key refers to that ‘‘foolishness of God which is wiser
. than men.”” This means that although superconscious-
ness has no actual experience of those facts and events
which are the warp and woof of human knowledge, its
inherent awareness of the principles of its own nature far
transcends the limits of human wisdom.



THE MAGICIAN









40 The Tarot

tint than that assigned to Uranus. The musical tone is
the same, E-natural.

Beth is one of the seven double letters, so called be-
cause they have in Hebrew both a hard and a soft pro-
nunciation. To every double letter is assigned a pair of
opposites. To Beth and Mercury, because the letter and
planet designate an aspeet of conseiousness which de-
stroys as easily as it creates, the pair assigned is Life
and Death.

Intelligence of Transporency is the mode of consecious-
ness. ‘‘Trangparency’” means *‘letting light shine
through.”” Here we have the same idea of transmission
that is suggested by Hermes as the transmitfer of the
messages of the higher divinity, Clearly the mode of
congecionsness called fransparent must be one which af-
fords a free channel of communication, which permits
the free passage downward and outward of the super-
conscious Light which is above and within,

Above is the direction assigned to Beth, because the
mode of consciousness corresponding to the letter is the
superior term of human personal conscionsness. As
Hermes was herald of the gods, directing the soul (ac-
cording to Egyptian mythology) through the mysteries
of the underworld, or night side of nature, so is this su-
~ perior phase of human personal consciousness the initia-
tor, and the conductor of human personality through the
mazes of life. It is the number ONE consciousness, the
Ego-consciousness, the ‘I am I,”” which is sometimes
called *‘objective mind’’; but, because it is first of all
consciousness of the indwelling presence of the super-
conscious Self, we prefer to term it self-consciousness. It
ig the Onlooker, the director, the superior personal mode
of universal Conscious Energy. It is your everyday wak-
ing eonsciousness.

The Magician is the correct title of Xey 1, used in all
versions of Tarot belonging to occult fraternities, though
it is sometimes debased into Juggler in exoteric packs.












44 The Tarot

wills.”” As elements of natural life they refer to fire
(wand), water (cup), air (sword) and earth {(coin or
pentacle). They symbolize also the four worlds, and cor-
respond to the letters of THVH.

The Magician’s problem is to arrange them in proper
order. In ceremonial magic, these 1mplements are the
staff, the cup of libations and divination, the magic
gsword, and the pentacle or talisman. On the pentacle
are written or engraved words, numbers, geomstrical
figures, and sigils. These are determined by the nature
of the magical operation to be effected by the powers
they represent. In this instance, the sigil on the pentacle
is the pentalpha, the five-pointed star, or Pentagram. Of
this sign Eliphas Levi says:

“‘The Pentagram expresses the mind’s domination
over the elements, and it is by this sign that we bind the
demons of the air, the spirits of fire, the spectres of
water, and the ghosts of earth. It is the star of the Magi,
the burning star of the Gnostic schools, the sign of intel-
lectual omnipotence and autocracy. It is the symbol of
- the Word made Flesh ... The sign of the Pentagram is
called also the sign of the Microcosm. Tts complete com-
prehension is the key of the two worlds—it is absolute
natural philosophy and natural science.”

From the foregoing quotation you may come to under-
stand the nature of the work to which the Magician in
Tarot is directing his powers. Be careful not to take the
first sentence of the quotation too literally. There is a
meaning behind the surface meaning. Find it yourself. .

In practical, every-day life, the implements of the Ma-
gician are the four life-essentials: light (wand), water
(cup), air (sword) and food (pentacle). The combina-
tion of these life-essentials in proper order and propor-
tions is the task of every practical occultist.

Pinally, the four implements correspond to four
ancient esoteric admonitions, which sum up the whole
practical application of occult law. These admonitions
























52 The Tarot

form, they represent affirmation (white pillar, bearing
the letter Yod, initial of the word Jachin) and negation

_ {black pillar, bearing the letter Beth, initial of the word

" Boaz). For strength (Boaz) is rooted in resistance or
inertia, which is the negation of the activity which is the
establishing principle (Jachin) of all things. The High
Priestess sits between the pillars, because she is the
equilibrating power between the ‘“Yes’’ and the ¢‘No,”’
the initiative and the resistance, the light and the dark-
ness.

Alike in form, close to each other, opposite in color,
the pillars represent three laws of the association of ideas
and of memory. We associate things similar, things near
together in space or time, things sharply contrasted.

The basges of the pillars are cubes. Thus they repeat
the symbolism of the High Priestess’ seat, which is a
cubic stone. This will be explained in a subsequent para-
graph. The ecapitals of the pillars, borrowed from REgyp-
tian architecture, are in the form of lotus buds. They
are buds, not opened flowers. In this detail they differ
from the eapitals in the Rider version of the High Priest-
ess, but follow the design of the as yet unpublished
esoteric Tarot. The reason the eapitals are buds is that
the High Priestess, as a symbol of virginity, is, in some
measure, a type of latenf, or undeveloped, powers. In
the state of subconsciousness here symbolized, the forces
of subconsciousness have not come to full bloom,

The veil between the pillars hints that the High Priest-
ess i8 virgo intacta. It is a phallic symbol of virginity,
but is embroidered with palms {male) and pomegranates
{female), as if to suggest the union of positive and neg-
ative forces. Subconsciousness is only potentially repro-
ductive, in the aspect represented by Key 2. It is, so to

~ say, covered by a veil. Only when this veil is rent or
" penetrated by concenfrated impulses originating at the
gelf-conscions level may the creative activities of subcon-
scionsness be released and actualized. Compare the ar-
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60 The Tarot

The stream and pool in the background represent the
stream of consciousness. Their source is the flowing robe
of the High Priestess. The symbol of water falling into
a pool is also a subtle intimation of the union of male
and female modes of cosmic energy. For the stream is
modified and directed by the Magician, and the pool rep-
resents the accumulation of influences descending from
the self-conscious level. This gtream waters the garden,
and makes it fertile.

The Empress is a matronly figure, about to become a
mother. Her yellow hair is bound by a green wreath of
myrtle. Like the hair of the Fool, hers symbolizes radi-
ant energy, and her wreath has the same general mean-
ing as that around the head of the Fool. Myrtle,
moreover, is a plant sacred to Venus.

The idea here conveyed is that the growth and oxganiza-
tion of the plant-world is the work of cosmic energy
" operating at subconscious levels. Thus people who know
how to reach the subconscicusness in plants can do al-
most anything with them. Luther Burbank’s work was
an outstanding example. What is more, growing plants
respond to curses and to blessings, and those who succeed
best in growing flowers are lovers of the plants they care
for.

Like the woman in the Apocalypse (Revelation 12:1),
the Empress wears a crown of twelve stars, and has a
crescent moon under her feet. The stars are six-pointed,
or hexa.gra.ms, to show that she has dominion over the
laws of the Macrocosm, or great world. This crown of
twelve stars, like the Fool’s girdle, also symbolizes the
zodiac, the year, and time, The silver lunar crescent un-
dér the Empress’ feet indicates the fact that the sub-
conscious activities she symbolizes have their basis in
the primary powers of subconsciousness which Tarot pie-
tures in the High Priestess. Actually, there is no funda-
mental difference between the latter and the Empress;
but the High Priestess symbolizes the virgin state of the
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WESTBELW O KEY 15
THE CUBE OF SPACE

is the rear face of the cube shown in the accompanying
diagram. The Ietter Heh, which we are now considering,
is assigned to the vertical edge of the cube, which is the
point of junction between the eastern and northern faces,
connecting the north-east upper corner with the north-
east lower corner.

No more than hints of this cube symbolismn can be
given in this introductory text, but we have thought best
to include the figure of the Cube of Space, since careful
study will reveal to discerning readers many clues {o a












72 The Tarot

unpublished esoteric version. The more recondite rea-
sons for preferring the profile which shows only the left
eye of the monarch have deep roots in Qabalistic philos-
ophy and symbolism, but they go far beyond the scope
of the present volume. Enough fo say that the present
writer has been instructed in this Qabalistic iradition,
and thinks it of sufficient importance to retain the older
symbolism. For that matter, Dr. Waife had the same
occult instruction, and must have known that Key 4’s
place on the Qabalistic Tree of Life, through its connec-
tion with the letter Heh, makes the use of the profile sym-
bolism, by which Qabaliste invariably represented the
Ancient of Days, practically imperafive for any repre-
gentation of the Emperor.

The Emperor is obviously the consort of the Empress.
He is, in fact, essentially identical with the Magician,
after the latter’s union with the High Priestess has
transformed her into the Empress, and has made him the
father of her children.

It is on this account that the Emperor follows the
Empress in the series. As Magician he is only potentially
a father, just as the High Priestess is only a potential
mother. After his consort has borne him echildren, the
Emperor has opportunity for actual exercise of his par-
ental anthority.

In one sense the Emperor represents the Grand Archi-
tect of the Universe, the Ancient of Days., He is the
supreme NOUS, or Reason, the constituting power, alike
of the great world and of the little, of the universe and
of man.

Psychologically, therefore, he represents the self-con-
sciousness of man, when its activities are engaged in the
work of inductive reasoning whereby errors arising
from superficial interpretation of experience are over-
thrown. He is the definer, the lawgiver, the regulator.
He 18 the ruling mental activity in huran personality.
He frames the constitution of your personal world.
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88 The Tarot

Tarot. Behind him is a free bearing twelve fiery fruita.
These are the signs of the zodiac, and each flame is triple,
because astrologers subdivide every sign into three parts,
or decanates. Thus the tree behind the man is the tree of
human life, and its fruits represent the twelve main
types, and thirty-six sub-types of personality, or self-
conscious life-expression.

The woman at the left is Hve. She is also the High
Priestess and the Fimpress. Behind her is the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil. It bears five circular fruits
—the five senses. Up the tree climbs the serpent of sen-
sation, because temptation arises from subconscious
memory of sensation, or from suggestions based thereon.
The serpent is also a symbol of wisdom and of redemp-
tion {Moses’ serpent in the wilderness), because wisdom
and liberation result from the right adaptation of the
very forces which, at firaf, fempt us into mistaken action.
Thus Dr. Waite says: ‘“The suggestion in respect of the
woman is that she signifies that attraction towards the
sensitive life which carries within it the idea of the Fall
of Man, buf she is rather the working of a Secret Law
of Providence than a willing and conscious temptress. It
is through her imputed lapse that man shall rigse ulti-
mately, and only by her can he complete himgelf.”’

In practical psychology the lesson of the picture is
plain. The woman looks toward the angel, the man to-
ward the woman, The self-conscious intelleetual mind,
although it is the determining factor in personal con-
sciousness, does not become directly aware of supercon-
sciousness. Self-consciousness, as the symbolism of
- Key 1 shows, does receive and fransmit the powers of
superconsciousness; but conscious awareness of the na-
- ture of those powers comes from ecareful obgervation of
the activities of subconsciousness. Powers are developed
within, and the subeconscious ‘‘within’’ is the woman.
From that within they are educated, or drawn forth, in
response to self-conscious impulses, and their manifes-
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108 The Tarot

and became actual things in the external world as the
result of mind-directed and mind-conceived works of man.
Even greater things than these are possible for the adept
who has mastered his own emotions and desires.

Subeonsciousness always directs the activities of the
subhuman forces of nature. This is true whether the ac-
tion of those forees be hostile or friendly to man. Sab-
consciousness, in turn, is always amenable to impresgions
originating at the self-conscious level of mentation,

What matters, therefore, is the kind of patterns we
set. Our menfal patterns are determined by self-con-
scious interpretation of experience. Let observation and
attention (the Magician) be faulty, superficial, negative
or fearful and the resulting sequence of subconsecions re-
actions 1s bound to be destructive, Then the spoken word
and unuttered speech of thought (the Chariot) will be
vehicles for a destructive pattern, and we shall set wild
beasts at our own vitals.

Change the pattern, and yon change the result. Make
it aecurate, profound, courageous, positive, Then you
tame the lion, and he becomes your servant. This, indeed,
is the secret of all spiritual activities, the secret of
strength, the secret of ultimate mastery. Your personal
application of this secret to your own life will change
everything for the better. Carry it farther, into all your
goeial relations, and you will become one of that increas-
ing number of builders of a new, free world that shall
realize the glory of the Eternal Splendor of the Limit-
less Light.
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undergo the subtle changes which make them fit vehicles
for union with the Supreme Spirit.

This is why Mercury, ruler of Virgo, is also exalted
or sublimated in that sign. Mercury is the Magician, and
self-training in right interpretation of experience, in
concentration, in the manipulation of subecnseiousness,
is what bears fruit finally in union with what is pictured
here as the Hermit. In this union the sense of personal
‘‘gelf’* is lost, and one knows nothing but the I AM.
Hence occult teachings frequently call this experience
‘‘Imolation,’’ exactly what the title of Key 9 implies.

Psychologically, this is the state of being conscious that
_ all volition is universal, rather than personal. It includes
first-hand knowledge of the law of the eternal freedom
of the true SELF. This carries with it the perception
that the idea of ‘‘personal’ will, that is, of will origi-
nating in, or inhering in, personality, must be an illusion.

This consciousness, ‘‘the demongtration of the exist-
ence of the primordial glory,’’ is the basis of the mighty
works of adepts, the foundation for the miracles which
are the evidences of genuine sainthood. Thus, and also
because it is consciousness of the true basis of all mani-
festation, the Hermit bears the number which Hebrew
occeultism associates with ‘‘Basis’? or ‘‘Foundation.”’

This number 9, it should be remarked, is also the num-
ber which Qabalists ascribe to the reproductive organs of
Adam Qadmon, the Archetypal Man., For all sages are
agreed that though Intelligence of Will seems to be the
outcome of personal effort and aspiration, it is really
the final stage of a work initiated and carried on by the
Life-power itself. That work, they say, is one in which
the Heavenly Man reproduces himself in the image of the
earthly. Herein some of our readers may find a clue to
the inner meaning of the doctrine that the Christos is
‘‘begotten, not made.”’
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to the Orient, where a man’s wealth is more likely to be
reckoned in terms of his understanding of those laws of
mental germination typified in Tarot by Key 3, the Em-
press, to which the direction Kast is attribunted.

Jupiter, the planet attributed to Kaph, rules the zodia-
cal signs Sagittarius (Key 14, Temperance) and Pisces
(Key 18, The Moon). Jupiter is also exalted in Cancer
(Key 7, The Chariot, wherein this planet’s influence is
gymbolized by the wheels). Jupiter is called the ‘‘Lord
of Fortune,’’ or the ‘‘Greater Forfune,”’ in eontfrast to
Venus (The Empress), whom astrologers denominate the
“‘Lesser Fortune.”’ In astrology Jupiter signifies bank-
ers, judges and theologians or religious dignitaries-—that
is, men who have a firm grasp on the comprehensive,
lucid statement of ideas, and knowledge of the applica-
tion of ideas in the administration of practical affairs.
Jupiter is said to govern the circulation of the blood, and
circular motion generally. The color assigned to this
planet in our scale is violet. The musical tone corre-
sponding 18 B-flat or A-sharp.

Intelligence of Conciliation, or Rewarding Intelligence
of Those Who Seek, is the Qabalistic name for the mode
of consciousness attributed to the letter Kaph. Concilia-
tion is the adjustment of differences, the establishment
of harmony and order, and thus is distinetly Jupiterian.
This mode of conscionsness is what brings perception of
the law which fulfils the promise, ‘‘Seek, and ye shall
find.”” Conciliation implies concord, agreement, sym-
pathy, peace, amity, tranquillity. The law here shown is
that which reconciles apparent differences, that which
enables us to harmonize the elements of existence, that
which leads to the winning over of seemingly antagonistic
forces, that which conduces to peace and prosperity.

The title of Key 10, The Wheel of Fortune, combines
the ideas of rotation, eyclicity, sequence, whirling motion,
simnltaneous ascent and descent (evolution and involu-
tion), and so on, with the ideas of fortune, destiny,
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The golden scales in the woman’s left hand are a subtle
hint that solar energy, or light, for which the ancient
symbol ig gold, may be used as an instrument whereby to
weigh and measure action. This fact was well known to
occultists in the day Tarot was invented, and modern
science confirms this by making the speed of light, and
also its mass, the basis for caleulations which demon-
strate the elecirical nature of all so-called ‘‘matter.”
These same calculations have led to the discovery of
atomic fission, which will undoubtedly bring about the
revolution of chemical and physical science predicted in
1859 by Eliphas Levi. This digcovery will also give the
whole human race new standards of action, and will make
possible in the affairs of men a closer approximation to
ideal justice.

The yellow background refers to the element of air,
since Libra is an airy sign, Violet, the color of the cur-
taing, is referred to Jupiter and the Wheel of Fortune,
to suggest that the veils of mechanism (Key 10) conceal
from the uninitiated that the whole universe is permeated
by the Life-Breath of Spirit, symbolized by yellow.

The throne of the woman has also, stretched between
its two pillars, a violet veil. Pillars and veil are reflec-
tions of the ideas snggested by similar symbols in the
picture of the High Priestess.

The sword 1s of steel, a metal attributed to Mars. It
is an indiecation that all action destroys as well as builds.
We may take it, likewise, {o represent the elimination of
all waste and hesitancy from wigely directed action, and
to be a reference to the idea of diserimination repre-
sented by Zain, the sword, in the Hebrew alphabet and
by Key 6 of Tarot. '

The general meaning of Key 11 ig that education (ox-
goad) has equilibration for its aim. It requires, there-
fore, the elimination of useless, outworn forms (sword,
and attribution of Libra to the kidneys). Education is
completed by action and work. Merely hearing the word,
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it is & cross of living wood, to symbolize the cosmic life.
It also represents the letter Tav, and in the B.0.T.A.
Tarot the gallows from which the Hanged Man is sus-
pended is shaped like a Hebrew Tav, as it is in all ver-
sions of this Key except the Rider pack.

In 1918 I received from an occult correspondent the
following explanation of the Hanged Man:

““The correct geometrical figure concealed by the
Hanged Man is a cross, surmounting a water triangle.
It signifies the multiplication of the tetrad by the triad.
This is the number 12. The door, Daleth, is the vehicle
of the tetrad, for it is the (ireat Womb also; and the
head of the Hanged Man reflected therein is the LVX, in
manifestation as the Logos. He is Osiris, Sacrifice, and
Yod-Heh-Shin-Vav-Heh, Yehoshna.’’

This is explanation enough for an advanced occultist,
but requires some elaboration for the purposes of this
book. It is evident that the legs of the Hanged Man form
a cross, and that lines drawn from his elbows to the
_point formed by his hair will form the sides of a reversed
triangle having his arms for its base,

The eross is the number 4, and the triangle is the num-
ber 3. The multiplication of these two numbers results
in 12, which, because it is the number of signs in the
zodiae, represents a eomplete cycle of manifestation.

The inverted triangle is one of the ancient ways of
writing the letter Daleth, which corresponds to the Em-
press, numbered 3 in Tarof. She is what Hindus call
Prakriti, the Great Womb of cosmic substance, the gen-
eratrix of all forms.

By a similar numerical correspondence, the crossed
legs of the Hanged Man may be taken to represent the
Emperor, since they indicate the number 4, Thus they
are red, the color of action, and also the color of fire, the
particular quality of the sign Aries, typified by the
Emperor,

The upper garment of the Hanged Man is blue, color
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vehicles of a power to which nothing can be an insur-
mountable obstacle.

The mental attitude suggested by the Hanged Man,
then, is ‘*Nof my will, but thine.”” This is ever the posi-
tion of the adept, as, indeed, it is the position of every
person who works in any field of applied science. It is an
attitude born of the knowledge that ‘“my will” iz an
illusive, personal thing which is but the reflection, or
mask, of ¢‘Thy Will,”” the real Will, which is the purpose
or motive of the cosmic Life—a Will absolutely free, and
certain to be realized.

This thought does not imply that the Universal Will
vigits affliction, disease and poverty upon us. It does not
mean that we must be resigned to our troubles, like dumb
beasts, making no complaint when they are beaten. It
means that in spite of appearances the cosmic Will works
 always toward good, that the universal Will-to-good can-
not possibly be defeated. It means that personality is
known for what it is, a partial expression of the All, and
that in consequence our personal notions of what is best
for ns may often be mistaken. Our notions of the ways
in which good is coming to us frequently fall short of
being adequate anticipations of the blessings ahead.
Thus, so long as we continue to make false interpreta-
tions, the inexorable laws of the cosmos work out those
interpretations in pain-bringing forms.

Yet pain itself is friendly, because it is educative. Suf-
fering, poverty, disease, inharmony and death all have
their lessons for us. These are the goals that prod the
race onward in its search for truth. We do not fully
understand why this is the method, but we can see that
the very fact of manifested existence necessitates tempo-
rary limitations, with suffering as an inevitable conse-
quence of such limitations. One does not need to be a
philosopher to know that civilization is the result of hu-
man reaction against pain, the consequence of the human
quest for ways to overcome limitation. Disease teaches
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If your pattern be built in accordance with the ideas
devéloped through the Tarot series, and culminating in
the self-surrender pictured by the Hanged Man, it will
lead to a complete transformation of your personality.
The ‘‘old man’’ dies. One who arrives at this state can
say with St. Paul, ““I die daily.”’ Every morning be-
comes a resurrection to the awakened soul. All the old
motives, all the petty ambitions, all the foolish opinions
and prejudices gradually die out, ag the cells which carry
them are eliminated in the ordinary course of body-
Tepair.

Thus, little by little, there comes a complete readjust-
ment of one’s personal conceptions of life and its values.
The change from the personal to the universal view-
point is go radical that mystics often compare it to death.
They are more literal than many of their readers sup-
pose. It is by the death and reproduction of body-cells
that patterns created by imagination are finally fizxed in
personal consciousness. Then it is that we may truly de-
clare, ‘‘The Kingdom of Spirif is embodied in my flesh.”’
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by Venus, the third to the moon, and the last to Gemini,
- ruled by Mercury. Add the numbers of these Tarot
trumps. The result is 32. As there is no Tarot Key
bearing this number, add the digits, and the result, 5, is
the number of the Hierophant. This, too, is the number
resulting from the reduction of 14, the number of Tem-
perance.

The idea is that vibration is the basis of manifestation,
and that all vibration is essentially like sound, the mode
of vibration which is particularly associated with the
Hierophant. Vibration is fluctnating motion, nndulation,
pulsation, alternation. It takes wave-forms.

West-dbove, the direction assigned to Samekh, corre-
sponds to the upper boundary of the western face of the
Cube of Space. This is the line of junction between West
(Key 10, The Wheel of Fortune) and Above (Key 1, The
Magician). Here is indicated the combination of the
idea of cycles and rotation with that of concentration and
attentive observation of experience. We shall find this
developed in the picture of Temperance,

Sagittarius, the Archer, 18 a fiery, common sign, ruled
by Jupiter (Key 10, The Wheel of Forfune). It governs
the thighs and hips, which support the weight of the body
in standing and sitting. The color-correspondence is
blue. The musical tone is G-sharp or A-flat.

Tentative Intelligence, or Intelligence of Probation or
Trial, indicates & mode of conscicusness wherein experi-
ence becomes the test of ideas. It is the kind of conscious-
ness which pufs theory to the test of practical applica-
tion, which makes experiments to verify hypotheses,
whieh does laboratory work. All such work consists in
the examination and modification of varioms modes of
vibration.

Temperance, in the day when Tarot was invented,
meant ‘‘tempering’’ or ‘‘modifying.’’ It therefore sug-
gests adaptation. (Here note that the digit value of 14 is
5, and 5 means adaptation.) Adaptation is the basis of
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by Hindu occultists. They are also the ‘‘metals’’ of al-
chemy, and the planets of esoteric astrology., They are:
Sacral plexus, Saturn, Lead, Muladhara chakra; Prosta-
tic ganglion (below the ravel), Mars, Iron, Svadistthana
chakra; Solar Plexus, Jupiter, Tin, Manipura chakra;
Cardiac plexus, Sun, Gold, Anahata chakra; Pharyngeal
plexus, Venus, Copper or Brass, Visuddhi chakra;
Pituitary, or post-nasal ganglion, Moon, Silver, Ajna
chakra; Pineal gland, Mercury, Quicksilver, Sabasrara
chakra. They are shown white, to indicate purification.

As said, one should beware of fixing attention upon
the centers themselves. Their activity may be stimu-
lated by engaging in the kind of meditation suggested by
the modes of intelligence attributed to the corresponding
letters., Thus Saturn is represented in Tarot by Key 21
and the Administrative Intelligence; Mars by Key 16
and the Exciting Intelligence ; Jupiter by Key 10 and the
Intelligence of Coneciliation; the Sun by Key 19 and the
Collective Intelligence; Venns by Key 3 and the Lumi-
nous Intelligence; the Moon by Key 2 and the Uniting
Intelligence; Mercury by Key 1 and the Intelligence of
Transparency. _

Using the Tarot Keys just enumerated as centers for
concentration will arouse the activity of the correspond-
ing centers, without any danger of physical congestion.
Remember, this is mental angling. This outline and its
explanations are only guide-posts. They are intended
to tell you how to make use of Tarot. Yet further in-
vestigation and study must supplement what youn will
find in-these pages. When Eliphas Levi promises the
acquisition of a universal science from the Tarof, he im-
plies that the student must use the Keys. You have just
now been referred to Patanjali’s Yoga Aphorisms, and
their enumeration of the powers to be gained from med-
itation. The Tarot pictures are keys to the liberation of
such powers by the same method. Behind their symbols
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The similarity between them, and their positions, suggest
the Hermetic axiom, ‘‘That which is above is as that
which is below.”’

The dancer represents the merging of self-conscious- .
ness with subconsciousness, and the blending of these two
with superconseionsness, Occult tradition says that the
scarf, violet in color, and shaped like a letter Kaph, con-~
ceals the fact that this is an androgyne figure. In this
highest form of conscious experience all sense of separate
sex is lost, along with the extinetion of the sense of sepa-
rate personality. The Dancer is the All-Father and the
All-Mother. She is the Bride, but she is also the Bride-
groom. She is the Kirgdom and the King, even as Mal-
kuth, the Kingdom, is by Qabalists called the ¢‘Bride,’’
but has also the Divine Name ADNI MLK, Adonai
Melek, Lord King.

She bears two wands. In the B.O.T.A. version these
are spirals. That in the right hand turns clockwise. The
one in the left hand turns counter-clockwise. The wands
represent the spiral force of the Life-power. That in the
right hand symbolizes Involution, the other represents
Evolution,

This Key signifies Cosmie Consciousness, or Nirvana. -
For full deseriptions of this state see Dr. Richard Mau-
rice Bucke’s Cosmic Consciousness, Al Nomad’s book of
the same title, Ouspensky’s Tertium Organum, Jacob
Boehme’s Supersensual Life, William James®’ Varielies
of Religious Experience, and the writings of Swami Vive-
kananda. The central fact of this experience is that he to
whom it comes has first-hand knowledge that he is in per-
fect union with the One Power which is the Pivot and the
Sonrce of the whole cosmos. He knows also that through
him the governing and directing power of the universe
flows out into manifestation.

Words fail to give any adequate idea of this seventh
stage of spiritual unfoldment. We must leave it fo your
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is to paste them in a book, A set of strong manilla en-
velopes is far better. For praetical purposes, envelopes
opening on the side are more convenient. In these you
may file your clippings, using whatever simple filing sys-
tem you may invent. One of the bestisto have twenty-two
envelopes, one for each Key. Whenever you add a new
item to your collection, put it in the proper envelope, and
make a note of it on the outside of the envelope.

- Remember, you have only begun to Iearn about Tarot.
To have the benefit of this wonderful invention, the Keys
must be inside you. This means that you must be able to
call up the image of any Key by a simple act of will.
‘When you can do this, Tarot will be part of your very
flesh and blood, and then it will begin to effect far-reach-
ing transformations in your thinking, and thus in your
living. What is more, all these fransformations will be
of positive benefit to yourself and others.

- In the more advanced work, you will find it greatly to
your advantage to be familiar with the diagram of the
Tree of Life at the end of this chapter. It shows, in the
circles, the English names of the ten Qabalistic Sephi-
roth, their numbers, the names of the ten Rosicrucian
Grades, and the mystic equations connected with these
Grades.

The paths connecfing the ten circles are those of the
twenty-two letters and their corresponding Keys. Each
of these paths corresponds also fo the mode of conscious-
ness attribnted to its letier, and each path is related to
the color mentioned for its letter in this book.

The colors of the Sephiroth are: Crown, White; Wis-
dom, Gray; Understanding, Black; Mercy, Blue; Sever-
ity, Red; Beauty, Yellow; Victory, Green; Splendor,
Orange; Foundation, Violet; Kingdom, Citrine, Russet,
Olive and Black. The citrine is placed in the upper quar-
ter of the tenth circle, the russet in the quarter at the
observer’s left, the olive in the quarter at the observer’s
right, and the black in the lower quarter.










































{Continued from front flap)

sicn of the Great Secret . . . must follow,
to class his acquisitions of knowledge and
direct the operation, the order indicated
in the Kabalistic alphabet of the Tarot.”

P. D. Ouspensky: “There are many
methods of developing the ‘sense of sym-
bols’ in those who are striving to under-
stand the hidden force of Nature and
Man, and for teaching the fundamental
principles. The most synthetic, and one

of the most interesting of these is the

Tarot.”

Judge Troward, distinguished jurist,
whose books were, according to William
James, “far and away the ablest state-
ment” of the philosophy of Mental
Science, wrote: “Among such records
explanatory of the supreme mysteries,
three stand out pre-eminent, all bearing
witness to the same ONE Truth, and
each throwing light upon the other; and
these three are the Bible, the Great
Pyramid, and the Tarot.”

Manly P. Hall in his Encyclopedic
Outline has said that Paul Foster Case is
the leading American authority on the
subject and the publishers believe that
THE TaroT: A KEY TO THE WisDOM OF
THE AGES surpasses any book yet written
on the subject.

215 pages 25 illustrations
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