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THE SCROLL OF HISTORY

The Gceroll of History is a vest”
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and SMpbrficiﬁl detnils many
brinciples of progress lie con-
cerled, and winere, toeo, 111 its
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rotent sympathy, whenever those
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the earnsst "~ or the 'wise and

prudentt, for this 1light is - but
a cause of greater blindnsss un-
to those who, having eyes still
will not see.
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ICELAND -THE NEW GALILEE
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EODORE HELINE

The United States Occupies Iceland

The occupation of 1Iceland by the United
States 1s not conly a momentous meve in relation to
the political and military events of the day, but
it is also a thrilling episode in the histeric
progression of a pioneering race from the day they
were called the chosen of Jehovah until this very
time

Tere is a close mystical tie linking Great
Britain, Canada and the United States to Iceland
which traces back to the Israelites of old, Joscph:
upoen whom Jacob bestowed the birthright, is repre-
sented nationally in the world today by Great
Britain. That birthrigzh*t was shared Ly Joseprh!'s
two sons, Ephrain and Manassah,the present psoriles
of Canada and *th~ Ttinived J3Jtates, resvectively.
Benjamin, who shar=d with Joseph Jacob!s highest
affection because he, 1like Joseph, wac born to him
by his ideal mate, Rachel,lives in his descendants
today in the relatively isolated but highly culti-
vated people of Iceland.

In the light of these relaticonsbpiys 1t is ncd
strangs that “?cn ruthiless aggresszion thirzotBaons
“to blot out fre nd indzspendent nationz, 1little
Iceland (Bengawln) shieuld e given sreclal protec-

tien, first by its nearsct of kin
(Joseph)and Caralda (Trhraim),
United 3tatss (¥anascan).

1at3r by the

While 1t is self-interest that has first of
all prompted these several nations to send armed
forces to this little uanarmed island republic, it
has not been, nor iz it irconsistent with a genu-
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land they have temporarlly occupied. It has in
eachy instance followed friendly negotlations, and
it has been undertaken not only with the full and
free consent of the Icelandsrs, but in the cass of
the United Etates, at their . eXD1101t invitaticn,.
The situaticn is such that both vparties stand to
galn materially by the assceiaticon which has been
establisned and thes enterprises which have been mu-~
tually agrced upon. '

But such material gains are only silight tckens
of the spiritual beneflits that will ultimately en-
sue teo all concernzd as present events.lead up to
their final and insvitable conclusions in accord-
ance vwith 2 Divine Dlﬂn mnde known to uz by proph-
ets nnd seers, and which we. shnll endocver to zet
forth in scome cmell pert ns we examine the fascine-
ating suabject in hinnd.

No one can reasonabls charge that the powers
that nave gons into Iceland % hnve done so with
any rredatory dGesiznrc., Ceortainly the Icelanders
trniemselves tave no such fe2-ors or =@muspicions. They
nhavae no qu=sstion whatceever as  to  the lonerable
fulfillment of the promises made to Tthem that thzir
interests will in all ways be carefully gunrded and
csprved, thot in 511 de=lings they will be treated

Az n frase anad sovereign neonls, and that vwhen the
nresent enerisency Ghnll Wrye  pagsaed thes cocunying
- el (A +

forces will b2 imredictely withdrawn., In thz msan-

timz ne levy is placed uron the Icelanders for such
military protecticn ag will be . given them nor for
the commercial acdvantsges they will gain ~s 2 re-
sult of keeping the northern Atlantic shipping
lanes cpen for the free opassage of trade to and

from the country. The undertakings favor the in-

teresats of 211 concerned: the benefits ars mutunl.

Occuration,
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Icelang fallcs witiiin the Horth 2Aflantic Tlock-
nde zong daclored by Gerrmony. Itz strategic valae

Pamy
1s imrortant to wheomscever holds it. Undoubtedly
it was a coveted objective of the German =ilitary
forces and zlated for occurntion when the frvorabvle
moment arrived., The island is within vombing dis-
tance from Gzrman bases in YWorway, and ememy planes
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nad flown over the island qt lenst threec times,
once rnining bombs on Reyk¥javik, the capital city,
prior to American occupation, Also there have been
sea battles in the vicinity, including that of the
Bismarck.

It was to forestall any vossible German occu-
pation that Canadian troops went into Iceland 1in
May, 1940. These were later reinforced by British
troops. These forces number2d an estimated 80 teo
60,000, or avproximately half the Island'!s popula-
tion, As American participation in ths world con-
flict increased the United States undertook teo re-
rlace the English forces, which were needed else-
where, and which are to be withdrawn Dby stages as
the American contingents are being built up to suf-
ficient strength to take over the complete defense
of the country. It was, moresover, = specific re-
guirement of Iceland's that the defense measures
undertaken by this country shculd be fully adequate
to meet any danger of invasion that might arise.
This country has also given assurances to the
veonls of Iceland that the occuprying forces will in
r.o way interfere with their internal and demestic
Affairs, but that 1t will 1lsave them at all times
in full and sovereign control of their territory.
?his step by the United States was taken July 7,

941,

The occupation of Iceland has cccurred "under
the driving comrulsion of events", inner as well as
outer., It accords with ~n unfolding pattern, the
design of which will become 1incrensingly apparent
13 We inwnrdly awaken to the deeper purposes which
the several peoples and nations are called upon to
serve in the fulfillment of God's great plan for
humanind. In the larger scheme of things the cc-

cupition 1s n relatively incidencnl clreumstancs 2¢-
“”Lﬁﬁifiii t}f trecendously  ilnuvortont reclignments
cf “QOtlei preroratory to fq establishment of new

human rel- flonsnlo and the realization of a more
elavated nnd znlighten=ad racial consciousness.

The Galilee of Today

The Rosicrucian mystic, Max Heindel, desig-
nites the next Great Root Race and the continent it
iz to eccuny a3 the Vew Galilse., America is now



rroviding the nucldus for that coming rnce, and
the new lirmd it will inhabit wild extend westward
1ato the Pacific., ILemuria, the home cf the frst
Great Race, will reaunear to receive the last, the
cycle of racial evolufticn ccncluding ~t the Joint
from which it made icvs initial daparture, with ths
reound. of physical plare experience ccmpleted.

Wnhy did Max Helndel call the Ccming Race the
New Galilee? Possibly for the same reason that we
choose to call Iceland the Galides of cur time
Northern Palestine wns the Galilee of yostﬁrday.
Resurrected Lemuria will be the Galllee of tomcr-
row. Iceland is the Galilee of to-day., Ths post
and the present are known to history:; the future
to spiritunl science,

From this combined kncwlsdge we discover that
the three Galilees have important choracteristics
in commons They are distinguished by =~ =ztrong
spiritual orilentation, a communal 1life dominated
by the spirit of Christ, a recognition of the
agoic equality of all men, and an innate leove of
liverty.

The Galileans in Palestine were the spiritual
light of their day; they lived the Christian life
that knew neither class nor cast, They practiced
the sririt of brothserhoeod as exemplified by Faul
wnen e tads Philemen  to receiye  Uback again his
rUN=-aw1y slave, Ongo¢uuo, ne lenger ns o bonannn,
but as a very brether in Christ, The sarly Chris-
tians had all things in common, It was from gnch
according to ablli%y, and to =sach according to
nzed. Thsy enjoyed 2 freedom thet neither perse-
cution nor imprisonment nor death could take from
them, because, in the words of Paul, "“Where the
spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”

Trn the New (Galilee cf the future the forces of
erinl =2xoressinn shall have been celinitery Cv-
rome oy the forces of  light  and the wowers of

pirit, The scul will dominate the Torm, and
dcing cver-ride fhe differences reriaining
to the cubter perscnality: fhie many cccazions trat
make for nressant lelSlOn and dissension will be
removed, nd a state of unity established through-
cut human society. The heart will have so far un-
folded its powers and superseded these of the in-



tellect as to entitle this coming pecple to be
designnted a3  the "love race". Brotherhced will

then no longer be thought of in the sentimental
terms of the present, nor yet 1limited to the in-
tellectual and scientific concepts of todny's
thinkers, but will become a 1living reality in
terms of a renlized spiritual solidarity.

Having now noted some of the fundamental sim-
ilarities between the Golilee that was and the
Galilee that is to be, let wus see what Iceland
rossesses today that would justify us in placing
her in a corresponding categery.

It requires no special research to discover
true affinities all alcong the line. Thoughtful
observation will make them evident. We note at
the outset, for instonce, that Iceland has always
peen primarily cceoncornad with cultural pursuits,
snd only secondarily with mnterial acquisition.
Eezr direction is spirit-wqrd. """ Theological liter-
ature is very popular." (Encyclopedia Britannica)

Such emphasis is so ceontrary to that of the
world about her that it has called forth comment.
"They are endowed with intellectual faculties of a
superior kind", says the Britannica, "and with
vreper training might maks Par more cf their ccun-
try than they do 2t nmzaant, Ryt that "rroner”
tP“lnlnﬂ for making money and more mcney dcns net
rﬂprmsmnt their summum bonum. Tmer are in *rain-
ing for a higher officé, and to which they are yet
to be publicly called. In the meantime they are
living in material sufficiency.

The Icelanders ares Christian in more than
n?ﬂe. They are seeking first the Kingdom. Conse-
cuzntly we find them living in a state of harmony,
vrﬁm, iz rars’. {Enc. 3rit.) The SFlPLE of lib-
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rave enjoyed P“rla: 2ntary government. They dwell
tegether as equals. From the emriiest days "thne
roecrest franklin was the social equal of the

rroudest chief," (Enc, Brit.) They are 2 united
r2ople. They are not divided by bagiec faiths, an-
tagonistic political ©philosophies, divergent cul-
tures, different educational standards, or unequal
economic status. There are no dialects., The
peasantts speech 1is as good as the proefessort's,



They form a nﬂtionql fallowsbip, and everywhere
and alwavs 2 "man's a man" whatever the superfic-
ial diffsrence may be,

It is also said of them that "They are often
too liberal in granting relief." (Enc. Brit.) By
whose standards too liberal? The world's standard
or that of the Christ who said: "Give to everyone
that asketh thee®™? What the Galileans of old
learned directly from their Master they have alto-
gethar forgotten ns the Icelanders of todqy. Es~-
sential Christian virtues have been conserved from
the days when they walked and talked with the
Christ by the Sea of Galilee until this day. And
it is out of such mnterial that God can fashion in
time to come the New Galilee of the future. Hence
Tceland's right to the title of the Galilee of to-
day.

Benjamin'!s Tribal Position

An understanding of Benjamints tribal pesi-
tion is essential to a clear grasp of the main
movements running through both the 1ifs of ancient
Israel 2nd the development of  Christianity; also
it is important for the 1light it throws on the
historic progression of Western civilizaticn.
"Little Benjamin” has exercissd an  influsnce
throughout the whole course of its history that is
guite disvroportionate to its numbers.

A general misconceprtion that requires correc-
tion has to do with Benjamints relation +to Judah.
It dates from the tenth century B.C. when the He-
braic Confederation divided inbo two kingdoms. The

cleavage that occurred a2t that time was fundamen-
t21lly batwzon the tribe of Judah, whence came the
rulers of All~Israsl, snd the ten trites who witn-
drsw boecause of Judric misrule, Levi was nud in-
mediately concernad in this disrurtion =zince this
tribe abstained from politics and had no landed
inmeritance. Levi constituted the priesthood and
thzir ministry wnlaced them in cities szecatterca
throughout the territory of all the cther tribes.

S o _

But since the Levites were Templars, their
principal center of service was in the Temple =t
Jerusalem, to which 211 the tribes came for wor-



shlp nt prrescribed times and sensons,

VWVhen united Isrnel was rent in twaln because
"Solomen did "evil in the sight of the Lord"
(1 Kings x1:8), Jernusalem, which had hitherto been
in Benjamint's territory, became the capital of the
Kingdom of Jud~h, and Shcechem in Samnria was chos-
en for the capital of the Kingdom of Isrnel. The
latter kingdom wns mnde up c¢f Ten Tribes; the for-
mer of Twn Tribes,

Now the second trive in the Kingdom of Judah
wag Levl, the priestly tribe, and not Benjamin as
genernally supposed, Whils Benjamin 1left Shechem
ind went to Jsrusalem when Jeroboam assumed ruler-
ship of the ten tribes that had separated them-
selves from the United Confederation, he remained
nevertheless an integrnl part of thet newly formed

Tan Trited ¥ingder,

That it wnas Levi nand not Benjamin that made
Judah a Two-Tribed Kingdom anpears from ample evl-
dence 1in the biblicnl record.

Bernjamin's rewmeval to . Jerusalem and his =2s-
gsociation with Judah was in the nature of a mis-
sionary service. Jehovah had declared to Sclomon
when feretelling the coming division that He would
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vant mny hove 2 lizht o~lwary Dbafore me in Jerusn-

lem". (1 Kings v:35) That 1light bearing trive
was Benjamin,

Benjamin, then, went with Judah after the re-
volt (II Chron, xxv:5). He also went with Judah
and Levi into exile, and returned with them there-
from. But thz gradu~l sevaration of the Benjam-
ites from the Twe=Tribed Kingdom whichk had alrendy
comuencasd wricr to thke Hxile continued steadiiy
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LoncoJortine In vLis thioy vords dinwardly 2iiccd ©
the aririt of Jshovar in the som2 mannsr by whnice
He “"stirred up the sririt of Cyrusz” (Ezra i:l) to
rroclaim his eaptive reorle free to return to
nems Land and rebtulld thzir Heoly City nnd Tamnle.
As Jshovah, morveover, "stirred” up  the 42,000 who
took advantnge of Cyrus! offer and returned, so,
too, did he move the Benjamites to leave Jerusalem
nnd establish themselves elsewhere in Palestine,

The main body were net yet to leave the Holy Land



gince they would be needed there 1later to receive
2~+d o transmit the Light of the World when in the
falness of time this was to become manifest in the
vromisad Messiah., And 30 it was. Thus Benjamin's
withdrawal from Judah which had commenced in a
small way in Jereminhts time proceeded in the cen-
turies that followed until the tribe was well set-
tled in Galilee in +the time of .Christ, and in
atill later centurles reaching the "isles of the
ass' ghere 1t rejoined the trival grouping of the
Isreel Kingdom to which it had 2ll the while be-
lengeds. The successive steps toward such a return
will be briefly sketched as we go on.

Now aw to Levi. That the Levites made up the
second tribe in the Kingdom of Judah appears from
the accounts which both Ezra and Nehemiah gilve ==
of + the exiled ZKingdom's return from Babylon,
Urites Ezrar "Then rose up the heads of the
father's houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the
priests, and the Levites, even all whose spirit
God had stirred to go up to build the house of
Jehovah which is in Jerusalem, (1:5) Nehemizh
catnloguss A 1ist of the "chiefs" "of the children
of Judah, and the children of Benjanmin;. . « And
of the Levites", (Neh: XII: 3,4,15). Levi, then,
and not Benjamin, belenged to Judah. The latter
was only loaned to the Southerm Kingdom for a
timny their mission to. it fulfilled, they were
calied to obnsr and ve greater tosks, The svan-
gelizntion of the Roman world wns their next majcr
assignment. And the next comparable to it? May
it be due in this present cycle of illumination to
fulfillment? We shall see.

Let us now return to Benjamin and consider
further the remarkable part he played in the life
cf both the kingdems of Judah and Israel.

Tondrmdnta sacacpintion with Judah extended
over 2 noriocd of about a thousand yvears, tsginning
'rom tune tiwe the dinsdoxm dividzsd in 874 B0, un-

til the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in
70 Aele T otrmat  time  the withdrawal was quite
complate. The separation, as we Mave alrcady, in-
diecnted, commenced in Jeremiah's time when Judah's
iniquity had become so great as to eall forth the
wrath of the Lord (Law) iy the form of an invading

nost thnat destroyed their Holy City, that put an
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end to their ruling dynasty, and carried them off

captive. It was when this tragedy was about to

transpire that the Lord God Jehovsh sroke 1o the
cqﬂldrﬂn of Benjamin through Jeremizh his a-pcint-
ad "prophet unto thie nations" , ¢alling upcn them
to flee fer safety from "out of the midst of Jeru-
salem . o o for evil looketh forth from the W01th
and a great destruction®;

Centuries later, a similar warning was ubter-
ed by the Christ to His followers, the majority of
whom were of the tribe of Benjamin , since Judah
as 2 whols rejected Him, to "flez unto the moun-
tains" and eseape the desolation that was yet a-
gqin to overtake Jerusalem, and which came to pass

when this Roman legions laid waste the city. 'For
these ars the days of vongeance sald the Master,
"that all things which are written may be fulfill-
2d » + o For there sghall bs great distress upen
the land, and wrath unto his people. And they
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be
led captive unto all +the nations, And Jerusalem
shall be trecdden down of the Gentiles, until the
gi?es cf the Gentilss be fulfilled,." (Luke 21:20-
4}.

* The Benjamites heeded both these warnings.
Their withdrawal from Judah, therefore, extzended
cveir 2 rericd of mowe twan eix handred wears, By
tha ﬁlﬁ“ Chyist adivescszd  them wmany werse 21lready
reosident in northern Palsstine since the Galileans
among whom He devoted most of his years of minis-
try and from whom he drew His disciples and fol~
lowers, were, with fow exceptions, neither Judeans
nor of the Tribes that Shalmaneser 1led off into
Assyria since none of these had since returned.
Yet they were of Israel.
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first by ths Benlamites, and later br the Christ,
had made their further service to them of little
or no avail, they were withdrawn.by divine prompt-
ings in order that they might perform thelir light-

giving ministry to other people vwho were yet

-ty
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cwelling in darXness and 1in spiritual hunger for
' bread of life so bountifully bestowed upon 21l
tn2 world by the new-come Savior.

We have observed this withdrawal in so far as
it carried the Benjamites from Juder into Galillee.
But since that was not their filnal resting place,
where else did they go? When and how 4id they
Journey farther afield, and how 41d they reach
Iec2land where we localize their $ribal power today?

-

Westward by Sea

It appears that the Benjamltes first moved
westward over a .sea route. That was in the an-
cient daya of Jeremiah, he to whom it was glven
"to rluck up 1nd break down, and to destroy and to -
overthrow, tec build up and, to plant. w

Jereminh warned Judah of the evil that would
bafall her If she continued in her wilcked way; the
Bznjamites, as vpreviocusly observed, he ~dvised to
leave Jerusalem, and escaps th: threatening doom.

Some did so. The prophet "plucked up" a few
wnom he later "planted" and "built up" in the far-
swnr "1alag of  the een”, That remnant included
scrie rcynl  refugses of  Judah, and since onz oF
that number was Princess Tea Tephi, daughter or
Zedeklah, the deposed ruler of Judah, with whose
reign the Two-Tribed Kingdom came to an end, it
assumes an importance that commands considerable
space in the biblical account of how Judah's Scep-
ter passed from the Kingdom that first wielded it
to the Kingdom of Israel, then in scattered exile.
To fellew the details of that stcrv is to get some
light on huw tae  Denjamitcs  alzo Tonnd thiedr owar
in tint 2ariy 2, P romoteo tﬁ?*? in the northwest.:
Thnt the?'ﬂ were Hﬂf}’”’“iL”‘ smcng this remnant la 2
reasonable cartainty in view of the fact that Jor-
emian had warned them in particular to seek safety
zlsewriers, Tott thst were co ndviged by Jeheovnh!'s
provhet 1s °v1dence of the fact that they were not
all bound to accompany Judah into exile though the
ma jority did so,

Thus 3 remnant from both Juddh' and Benjaﬁin
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left Jerusalem under the 1leadership of Jereminh .
and first took refuge in the hills of Palestlines.
From there by a majority rule, but nnt in acccrd-
ance with divine guidence, they went to Egvpt,
only te¢ find their self-willed plans result in
such disaster that they later ylelded to the pro-
phett!s guldance and set saill for parts to them un-

known. They landed in Ireland.

According to early Irish reccords this wos in
580 B.C, The~r company settled nt Tara where Jere-
miah established the Sehool of the Prophets., Tes
Tephi, the "tender twig" was planted in the midst
of Israel, for thither members of the ten Lost
Tribes had made previous settlement. With her
guardian's consent the Judean princess married
Prince Herremen who, like herself, was of the line
of David and the House of Judah, but of the Zara
or Scarlet Thrend branch, whereas Tea Tephi came
of the Pharez line, Zara and Pharez, twin sons of
Judah, both held certain legitimate claims to the
birthright, And this is how Judah's Scepter was
transferred from the ruling dynasty that had come
to 2an end, and placed with the Israel line that
nad been "abased" but which was still extant and
in royal station. For a fuller exposition of this
matter see the author's brochure on Great Britain
- The Biblical Key to Britain's Greatness.

And thus we sez that as Jerasmish was the
nrincipal agent of the Lord's in effecting the
transfer of the Scepter from Judah to Israel,
where it remains to this day, so too did he nssist
Benjamin to find his exiled brothers from whom he
had been senarated since the time of the dilvided
Confederation. Those brothers had in the meantime
moved westward into the British TIsles where they
dw=11 todny =as Saxons (I -saag - scne) under the
Unicn Jack (Jacob) fulfilling the recle assigned

daT o L. P e T W e e e .
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Now neither Benjamin nor Judah confined their
fratare to Ireland alone, Judaht's Scepter found
its way to the Englisk  torons 2t Westminster and
ths Benjamites spread into England and Scotland;
also north into ©Scandanavia, and stl1ll 1later, as
we shall see, into Iceland, which henceforth be-
came their home*iand in » gpecial sense,



Modern Benjamites are, of course, scattered
in the werld todny, "nd more particularly among
the Anglo-Saxon and Celtlie peoples, just «s Ameri-
cans, for instance, nre found everywhere beyond
thelr own borders, though in 1largest numbers -
mong theilr nearest racinl kind., But, again, just
as Americans have a nnatlional heme of theilr own, so
do the modern Benjamites., - They vreguire = geog-
grarhical and racial point of foeus in order to
retnin thelr distinctive 1identity, dsvelop their
peculiar genius, and make effective thelr =special
contribution to the world, -

. Westward by Land

Let us now mnote Benjamin's 1and route west-
ward, This brings us te the migr~tion that cceour-
red in the beginning of the Christian Er~ after
the Tribe of Judah, which they had so long accom-
ranied wnsg finallv dispersed after Titus' ‘do=~

RN S nf +the Wdly City in 70 A.D,

It will be remembersd that Christ Jesus wns
of Judah. He came to the tribe .that. .most needed
emencipation from the religion of the 01d Dispen-
sntion nnd the- rncial 1ﬂims of an age th~t had
vros2d. Judnh, hovevesr, iz boo fivmly  in the
grip of har glo“icuu ﬂﬂ~t to let g0 of it suffic-
iently to admit.entrance to the more glorious fu-
~ture that wag now made possible to her by an ac-
ceptance of the Messiah, the Deliverer whom they
hnd. long looked for, but who, upon arrivel, they
falled to recognize. And so we read that He cme
to His own, but His own received Him not.,

But it wns different with the Bongqmites of

Galilee. They -ccepbtsa dim, {uey ro1ils 1 rround
nis Ll Jeaus! twolve Jisolitlss ocrhres all Ralia
lerns, cr Baznjamites, Judns 2lcne  sxearted, who

was of ths Tribzs of Judah. Later wnen uans wWns
reﬁlaced by Matthins, nll twelve were of Benjamin,

"tihe be2leoved of the Lerd", It was this compony of
thie chiosen whom the Mﬂ°t°r nddressad vwhen hse s1idy
"Ye are the light of the world" :

We also 1learn that on that first gloripus
pentecostal dny when the Holy Spirit toock posses-



sion of the compnn ﬁssembled in the name of the
risen Christ, enabling them to sperk 1n any or
a1l languages as the Spieilt gave them utterqnce,
that.the men of Judah 1living in Jerusaler ere
attracted by the m~rvellous phenomena, At Jhey
drew near and observed the remarkable scea: chey

sked each other in awe and amazement if the in-
spired ape~kers: "were not all Galileans?” Since.
these same Jews are described by ‘Paul =os devout
men, 1t is clear by inference  that. if revelation
from on high were forthcoming, they considered
themselves as the logical channels for such
transmissicn, nnd not their .Benjamite brethren
who had become the followers of Him whom they
werse unable to .accept Aand whom, mcreover, they
hnd condemned to 2 criminalts death on the cross,
The Benjamite Galilenns were thus taught the
vrinciples thnt were to govern the WNew: Disvensa-
tion by. the Master Himself ~nd were by ,Him sent
forth to preach the Gospel and heal the sick and
carry His message out to the world even Aas they
had hitherto carried the 11ght to Judnh.

And sc the twelve went out 2nd the seventy.
And Paul, who describes himself as "of the Stock
of Israel, of the Tribe of Benjamin", became the
foremoat of 211 the early disseminators of the

. Christian Gospel 22 he journeyed up and dewn the
world of hiz day, nreaching the pglad tidings,

Such is Benjamints mission, Such hns been
his glcrious task in the pnast. It will be so yet
ng1in in the future. For after the present tribe-
ulation shall have passed, nfter "the earth shall
sway to and fro 1like a hammock, "nd the tPans-
gression shall be heavy upon it", "to quote Isailah,
when he sneaks of these 1latter dﬂys in which we
new livs, thers will rot be qutlng ~ company of
pe il 1¢ soluwhsre 1n the worla t©o Lenr witngos in
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b= Eccl s of the Christ fer our time ond for its
many urgent needs. That pecple is modern Bengqmln
and its home 1s Iceland,

And sc the early followers of the Christ, o-
beying the Master's mandate to gdo out and preach
the gospel of universal redemption, left Palea-
tine and established the Seven Churches 1in Asia
Mincr, carried Christlanity into Greece and Rome,



and according to Eusebius, Father of Church his-
tory, even into the Brittqnic isles. Moving north-
v¥ard from the Mediterranean into France they appear
‘historicnally in recognizable features iin the Nor-
mans, Under William the Conguerer they crossed
the English Channel carrying standards bearing the
Benjamite emblem, the wolf. "Benjamin 1s a wolf
that raveneth", said father Jacob when in an in-
spired moment before passing he set forth in his
twelve~fold blessing the chief characteristics of
nis several sons, But according, to Jaccb's werds
spoken at this time the ravening was confined to
the early npart of the day, or in the earlier
stnges of his development., "In the morning he
shall devour his prey, and at even he shall divide
the spoil", Applying this historically,#s  Normans
they ceame into England 1like wolves of prey but they
remained to divide the 1sland with the conquered.

This was a time when England, the invincible,
could be invaded, but it was accomplished not by
an actual enemy, but by the people'!s very own kin.
Benjamin had come to rejein his brother Joseph,
sven as he cnce before came from Falestine to join
Joseph when the latter ruled over Egypt. And the
parallel®ism holds further., In ancient days when
the reunicn of the twe occurred in Egypt, Benjemin
was the lnst and the least ~f the twelve brothers,
wheraeas Josaph was the first and mightiest., 5o on
the 1ater rennion, Josevh was well establishad in
Britain: there was aetual and potential strangth,
whereas Norman Benjamin hnd nct yet come into his
own.

Benjamin, having always belonged to the Ten
Tribed Kingdom, was, therefore, a3 we see, moving
true to 2 divine pattern when entering England
ﬂftnr hils work in Pnlestine and iIntervening parts

LoL Toen comilited, His 2owing van conin 8 N
1ignt hzarsr, for o the Torasl Kingdenm nov in Eng-
land Ytad nct 2nly fallen into a deen bLlindnsss re-
garding 1its identity, bul nlso into s-wething 1iks
2 national stupor. The necple needed an awakener,
and sueh were the incoming tTormans,

The Benjamite 1Invaders were readily assimil-
lated by the natives of the Isles since they were
essentially one and the same people although they
were not then aware of their identity and true re-

-



NTY s BT

laflonship. Here Agalni the situatlion was similar
to that experienecs2d by ¢their respective forefa-
thers.. After Joseph had been 1long away from Ben-
jamin, when they met in Egypt years ~fter, nelther
would have recognized the other as hilstiblood
brother had the ~ttending circumstances not made
known thelr relationship.

‘And so the Normans while coming into England
apparently as enseriles, were in fact that country's
tribal kin, and had arrived to re join their own,
and tc aAassist them in the fulfillment of their
racial purposes and world destiny.

Anyone wishing tc persue this subject in fur-~
ther detall is recommended to lock into that mas-
terly compendium of this whole subject entitled
Our Race by C. A. L. Totten, It was published
Just Ralf a2 century age, but mjehr of  1ts matter
bears so closely cn the event of the  hour that 1in
reading it cne rather feels 1t was produced only
yesterday.

%We have sketched very briefly’ the times and
the manner cof the Renjamite's gradunl withdrawal
from Judah, and also the dual routes by which they
reached the British Isles. Their 1later passage
from these pnrts to  Iceland 1s hneither difficult
tn treece ney aredtt, :

Again follcwing the Britannica we learn that
there were three early streams of migration to
Jeeland, each and all cf which, according to de~-
scription, bear the marks of Benjamin,

The first immigration, which dates fr-m 870
te 890, 1Included four great noblemen from Norway.
One of these bare the name of Ingelf, and another
Trooezlf ., In tiiiz cimple factun wartter o8 rmmnzs
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the Icelandic f-r wesf, and the welf 13 the smblen

of Benjanine OSo bothy Ingelf s=nd  Thorold, twoe of

the founders of the Icelandic naticn, Indicate by
+

0y ] - 1 - L3 * A i
their very names thodlr trivsl corigin =i Israclit-

ic kinshivp.:

In n brochure entitled Iceland!s Great Inher-
itanece, the author, Adam Rutherford, states that
Ingolf, who believed himself God~-guided, settled




on the spot ‘thit 'is now Reykljarik the cap%t%
¢ity, ond that acerrding ¥o the Grent Pyramid this
particular place on the earth's surfnce ‘18 n point
of- divine electicn from which something of the
highest importance 1s destlined to some day be
breadeast to the world, B Ce e

- History 1s not the prosaic thing many tqke 1t
to be when at least some of the innumerable.cryp-
tiec signatures of its real Author are recognized
ns testimonies to His ever~presence -in all. the. af~
fairs of men, however 1insignificant they may ap-
pear to be from our narrowly circumscribed . point
of view,

The second migrqtion teok vplace from 890 to
900, when "there came frem the Western Islandx
Queen Aud, widow of 0laf . the White, King of Dublin,
oprecedad nnd fellowed by a2 nuamber of her kinsmen
and relations, many of whom - were Christians like
herself," C ,

The leaders of this Dband, we note, was a
Queen, the widew ~f an Ulf, a white Ulf, =and a
Christian. As the Benquites carried ~ThHe Great
‘#alilean's message to the uttermost part 'of the
‘earth in His day, so they alsc penetrated in that

early time of European histery tc  parts that were
then "uttermost™,  "Ultima Thalae" | - fhe  Tatmest
peund”, 1s what Sir Richard Burten enlls his trav-
el story of 1Iceland, a volume rpublished nearly
three quarters of a century ago., It is also of
more than passing interest to6 note that Sir Rich-
ard alsc refers to this land as "The Canaan of the

North"

The third migrqtihn is desaribed as also com-
ing from the Western lslands and =g cnnstituting
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Ancther Ull. hey formed QlLuWSﬁir and they

sought n home, a 'free neme” in  tae "nortu”., In-
cidentally this point of the ccompass was assigned
by the Isrnaslites to frazdom. Perhars that iz why
1t 18 the directicen the Renjamites to~k when leav=-
‘ing Juden for Galilee as well a2s when seeking a

J'hpme on the artic 1n 1ater times.



rly Settlers

During the first historic- period of Iceland,
which -is significantly designated as the Common-
wealth, and which covered -the four centuries fol-
lcwing the first settlement.in 870, there was laid
“the .political foundations for - the - free and inde~
pendent nation that 4t is. For over a thousand
‘years it has enjoyed parliamentary government.
It became what the famous ' -Icelandic + explorer and
suthor, Vilh jalmur Stefansson, has called The
First American Republic. It is the title he gives
to a volume devoted to his native country. The
fundamental law of this freedom -~1loving people as
drawn up about 930 is known'as the Constitution of
Ulfliot. )

The first generation of Icelandic poots, §ays
the Britannica, were:"very remarkable men" and re=
sembled "In mgny ways the later  troubadours”
Many of the minstrels of .the Middle Ages; were as
we kncw, the teachers of their time, some possess-
ing even 'initinte wisdom, This is well brought
out 1in Wagner's Tannhauser, for example. It is
also stated that."¥he books of the kings and sagas
are full of- their strange . lives.

The Britannica is n2lso the a“+%ﬂri+" for the
atatement” That among the eorly settlers “a magnif-
icent school . of poetry arose, to which we owe
works that for power and beauty can be paralleled
in no Teutonic language till centuries after that

date".

",']
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* And yet further. 1naicétions‘that true Wisdom
was plahted in this: little isle in the first days
oft ite settlement, Apvears from the fact, also 1in
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cf thelir a xthiﬁS, =nd that they were 2180
"rriests”, =and that thiey "presided at temple
feasts and sacrifices”. The tradition of the
Prisct-Kinze was r’ch.;“+ 3 by theso lizht-bsar-
srs of ’11t 1ls Benjimin” ‘
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¢ on the' Ancient Wisdom
: " i iy

ere 1s much evidence pointing to the exis-~
tence in early Icelnnd of the very same Wisdom
‘possessed by the 'Benjamites when their center of
worship wns in. the ' Atlantean Tabernnacle of the
Wildernéss, when later they congregated in-Solo-
mon's Temple on Mount Zion, and when still later
they recelved Instruction in the Christion Myster-
les direct from the Master Himself.: o .

The early Icelanders observed times and-sea=-
songj even their secular ~etivity fell naturally
into accord with cosmic movements. "Life on each
homestead was regulnarly vportioned out; outdoor oc-
cupntions - fishing, shepherding . + . Occupying
the summer: while indoor business . . . filied the
winter.” (Enc. Brit.) Such alternating activity
“corresvonds to that of the Cosmic. Christ in His
work with this planet of which He i{s Regent, Dur-
ing half of ¢the year, from fall- to spring, He
works actively within the - earth'!s sphere and at
which time the spiritual influence in humanity 1is
~strongest. During the other half of the year,
" from spring to fall, He works with the earth pas-
sively from without 1t3 sphere, and at which:- time
the materinl forces of the planet are in the as-
o '-Y\f:l(-r/\-v

ez Live - g

The middle point of the one half of the year
is midsummer, of the other midwinter, and thus we
" see the year marked off by four quarters, the two
equinoxes and the two solstices, the four Sacred
Seasons to which the Mysteries of all Schools and
of all times are eternally geared. And these sea-
sons were oObsasrved in enarly Iceland. "The year
wags broken unp by snring feasts and mfots (Vernal
DQUJJIUK;, Sz gread Al-thing owolling =f oidoamoz

P T S R PRI S - T4w
(Swiawne Solotizz), thr wevwmies SRR ne ) ond anyal

gotherings after swmer (2uswnn rq““ﬂm'), :
long Yule rfeasts at Widwinter (Winbtor Sclsotics)
(Enc. Brit.)

MThen this same account from which we are
quoting calls Iceland "the most 1idyllic of modern
lands", it records what is profoundly true, for in
that land the very seasonal rhythms serve ideally
to prepare Benjamin for the spriritual rourposes he
has yet to fulfill,
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"There is little doubt & writes Prof. Totten,
guoting Yeatman, a ﬁhilologist W¢rat Palestine 1s
the Cradle of the Gnel." Gael 18 but another name
for "Sons (Ga) of God (E1)", or the Chosen People.
The Benjamites mingled for attime with these Gnels,
or Celts, in Ireland, who had sprung chiefly from
fhe Tribe of Dan. (The enrly Irish were called
Danonians.) From Ireland, as. previously indica-
ted, history tells us that there went forth 2 part
of the first migrations that settled Iceland., They
were men of "good birth", says the Britannica, re-
ferring to these enarly settlers, and nearly ﬂl—
wnys, too, of Celtic blood on' one side at least.

_ As we have alsc noted, the other important
part of the first migrations into Icelnand, came
from Norway, and Icelandic Eddas and Sagns state
‘that 0din, the great god of the Seandinavian Goths
(Ga, sons, and Thel, God), led Ytis  people into
Scﬁndinavin from Scythin whither the Ten Tribes
dwelt for 7 time nfter the Dispersian and prior to
their migration westward., The Sagas also state
that these same Goths c¢ame by way of the Danner-
strom (Dan's stream) or the Danube.,

Tra frsls of TIpeland and the OQoths of Senn-
dinavin - and remerber the two nomes have identi-
enl ﬂpﬁniqg, the suffix 1in the first instance be-
ing Hebrew and the other Greek, both denoting God,
i.e. God's people (g, go) =~ these ‘people, we s3ay,
being of close kin, mixed blood. Says the Britan-
nica, "The frequent intermarrisges mingling. the
Eesf families of elther race is .sufficient proof
of the c¢lose cormunion of Norsemen- and Celts
(Gnaels in the 9th and 10th  centuries", - . "Their
@UCUry” \blb icel: nu¢c;, it adds, saow trz;cs cf
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Tnerolf, one of the firat to come to Iceliand
1g already st-ted, tells us by his name not only
trhat hie wos an UlD of  PEenjamin, but that he was
also o Nordic Goth of the'cult of Thor.

o The Icelandic tongue is most ‘glosely related
to the Scandinavian group of languages and polit-
leally Iceland was at one time a pant of the king-
dom of Norway; from 1280 until our own day it came



under Danish rule, 5In.1918 Danmﬂrk gave Icelﬂnd
full indenﬂndEnEé“mﬁﬁ%ugﬁﬂthe +wo nntions continu-
s8d tec function as sister kingdoms under a common
erown until even this link was severed when Den-
mark fell under German. domin"tion shortly ~fter
the outbreak of the pre ent wAr, . T

' 8o much then- rer linking the. pma n’t Icgldnd-
ers to their Gnelle and Gothic ancestors in Ire-
land and Scandinavia, ‘respectively. Those peoples,

the Gaels .and .the . Goths . Wwe have, -1dentified as
the names by which the people of the Teh Tribes of
the Chosen People were known in early centuries in
Western Europe. Benjamin belonged +to these Ten
*Tribes, and we have also tsken note of the steps
_which this Tribe took to rejoin 4their Isrnelitic
"brethren after their temporary sojourn with Judah
whom they were c¢alled wupon to serve for a time.
The chain of evidence when fully developed - we
. have here space for merely 4  fragmentary  portion
of the available testimony - leaves no .reasonable
- doubt :that there is established in Iceland today n
people who may rightly be designated as the Gnels
of Galilee, of the Tribe of Benjamin, "the teloved
of the Lord", and "bearers of 1ight" to the
‘peoples of the world.. ... .. . 0.

-~

Marks of Identificntion

The Christian Dispensation may be sald to
have had its point of origin in Jerusalem, BEenjam~
in's own city,-at the time when the  Galllean dis~
ciples were illumined by the Holy Spirit nt Pente-
cost, and glven the power to speak in many and di-
verse tongues, That Dispensation was.. inaugurated
by the religion of the Lamb, the pictorial symbol
of Aries, Christ was the good shepherd nnd to
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3
tC sgrve tihrough succecsive lsssc 3 3 megasursd
by the precession of the esquinox through the
twelve zigns of the zodinae, Siven under the last

degrees of Aries, Christianity commenced nt once
to pioneer the wqy into the sub~cycle ruled by the
“Iincoming ‘sign of -Pisces, .The. pletorial . represen-
‘tation for this sign is. the fish,.and so the Gneat
Shepherd was qlso the Great Fishap! and he bade

¥
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his fisherﬁen diseiplesr that they be "fishers, of
upn . e

. Now tbese "fishermen who went out to feed
the Master's "sheep", were, ns we hnve noted, Gal=-
1lean Benjanites. The associaticns thusg formed
with sheep {(Aries) and fish (Pisces) aprear to
have left 8¢’ indelible “an“impress on these early
followers of Christ .that 1later incarnations in
other places nnd @iffzrently named groupings have
worked to externalize inner spiritual conditions
and attributes into conerete images on the physi-
c¢nl plane. The Icelandic - Benjnm 1teq are davoted
chiefly to fishing and shepherding. Iceland's
principal source of income as shown by her esxrorts
are fish »nd fish-products, nnd wool,

This 1is merely an 1interesting coincidence,
you my say,., We would not argue the point nor un-
duly belnbor the subject, but while granting that
parallels and covreSpondences may be strained,pe~
yond their rightful 1imits, let us also grant that
coincidence and chance are merply werds we have to
deseribe nn event or circumst=nce which we, 1in cur
limited understanding, are unable to r8cognize as
the necessary sequential result of: previous; causa«
tion. While we accept the Law of Correspondence
as true we are only cognizant of 1ts presence in
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WVhile on this subjzect another related obser-
vation comes inescapably to our attention. The
wolf 1s, ns ws hnve said, the emblem of Benjamin.
The Icelandic dog, =2 well recognized breed, is
wolf-1like with sharp snout and” pointed esrs. And
the only wild animil in Iceland —mmwisdes the #ox,
B othe ﬁ1fé§ ane ~md only  esbmsr bloeood brotﬁmr,
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whizn dnvading Zngland and which they nlaced eon the

rrows of their ship in the pirating daysg of their
spiritual blindness ~nd unregeneracy, ncow Aaccom-
rencan them in livinz forms Lo benr witnzss T0

-~ L _—

t} eir true identity.

The gift of tongues which c¢ame to the Gali~-
leans  at"the first'” Pentacost enabled them to be-
come the first translators of the Gospel message
to the many peoples to whom they were presently to
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minister. 'Priority in the performancé of a simi-
lar service can be claimed by the Benjamltes of

Iceland as by their illustrious forebears of Galli-

lee, The oldest known translation of the Serip-
tures in any living 1language fs in the Icelandic
tongue. 1It dates from the twelfth century.

And In an altogether literal sense they have
to this day the gift of tongues. "A peasant un-
derstanding several languages", says the Britanni-
ca, "1s no rarity, and the eamount of general in-
formation they possess might be envied Dby many
who have had greater facilities for acquiring
knowledge."

The Benjamites have not only the gift of
tongues but also the gift of song, and according
to Isaiah they will azain 1lead the peoples in

‘pralse to thie Lord as they did even in David's day

The Psalmist, in describing the rejoicing of the
Is#P=1ites, tells us how "the singers went before"

‘and how "the minstrels followed after", with "lit-

tle Benjamin" as "their ruler", or leader.

A 1like " accomplishmént is sufficiently pro-
nounced among the -Icelanders today to have called
forth special comment from foreign observers,
"Iceland hias always borne a high rencwn for song”,
says the Britannica, and 1in poetry "its authnors
have ever aImed at melody of sound",

There never was a time when Iceland did not
have singers. In the 17th century the two most
outstanding poets were both hpmnologists. One of
the two was an Ulf - Stephen Olafsson. The great-
er of the two, Hallgrimur Petursson, 1s credited
with having nroduced in his Passion hymns "the
flower of all Ieelandic postry’'. “pritsc T», TNinhi-
Ar2 peck in The niscory of thl Toornddvevian Titers
atures: "Profoanc and cincere roligicus feeling
here sxpressed itself in simple, tuough glericus
language. Generation after generation of Iceland-
ers have sung these hwmns and comnitted them to
memory and thzir influence on the religicus and
moral life in Iceland is far beyond estimation.”

One of the most important Icelandic literary
works of the 19th century is a two-volume collec-



tion of Bible songs by Valdimar Briem, which b
been’ dascribod as "metrical nvictures of bibiicai
eventg" "They are remarkable for their exquisite,
rusical quallty graphic nature Jmscription and’
soaring flights of 4imagination." (Reck) A con=
temporary of Briem was Matthias® Jochunisson ,
clzrgyman and 1yric poet, whose "in-pired hyrmn,
Our Country's God, written in 1874 for the nil. ene
nial celebration of the settlement of Iceland, bas
degervedly become the Tcelandlc national anthem, "
(Beck)

Thus we see Iceland as a people and as a na-
tion carrying on the Benjamite’ tradition of “"going
on before" in rendering devoted rmsicsl praises to
Lord Most High. Practice has never ceased, to the
end that thelr special gifts might not be wanting
in strength and luster when, in the days to come,
new so nzar at nand, they qrﬁ to st=a forth in
fulfiliment of Isaiah's prophecy and tox broadcast
in joyous accents to a sick, sad world the message
of the Christ to be of "good cheer", to seek first
"the kingdon of Ged", and to snter into the "abun=
dant life” by urrandaring all things to the will
of the Father.,

It is also quite remarkable, and further cor-
rckerative of the peint we here wish to mnke that
the Biblic-l | karnots has  hzen eonnded by these
recnls in +thair literature with snfficient clarity
tc have bean heard and recognized for wnat it is,
Again the Britannica in speaking of the Icelandic
literatures "Of 1ts, creations 1t has been truly
said tha%t they fil1l 2 place none others could take
in the high ranks of Aryan classics. The noblest
of therm are distinguished by pure and strict form,
neble reroic subject, and simple truthful self—
centerel  of styvle and treatment, free alilke 1“I‘o*ﬂ
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througkh those historical bocks of tiie Cld Testa-
rent, to wiich alers  shcould  the rmnoterriscss of
Icelandts sreatest masterz Te comrpared,” (Undsr-

scgring ours, )

Consonant ‘with .this observation is the spirit
and the content of thn Icelandic Eddas. The Eldes
or Poetic Edda opens with the Voluspa (The Sibyl's
Vision), which has Ybeen c¢alled "A Scandinavian
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Vision)a which has been called "A Secahdinaviasn
Gernesls", and another portion of this same Edda
the Havamal (The Sayings of the High One), has
been :tyled "A Scandinavian Book of Proveros ' . The
whole wcrk which embodies an older version of the
German Nibelungenlied, is nothing 1less than =
"Cosmo-Conception” in verse form. As stated prev-
jously, the Ancient Wisdom has never been absent
from Iceland, and from the first, that Wisdom has
been the common recssegssion of all  the peoples., It
has never been confined solely to temples and

- halls of learning; 1t has beert and it is in the

heme ~and shop, on street a nd farm. The people
live in and by its great truths, and the result
becomes manifest in manifold ways 1in both thelr
individual and collective entervrises,

Now this gloriouz zift of " song and praise,
accormanicd as it is by ”cvotlon 1 farvor,anc sle-
vation of thought, which the Icelanders possess
in so marked a degree, is waiting on a4 larger aud-
ience, "if we read Bible prophecy and interpret the
mAarks of identification =~right.

The prophets of both the 01ld and the New
Testament have written of a +tribulation that was
to come and which would be such a2s never was be-
fore on land or sea, It was to come in "thz 1lat-
ter &ny3™" in wiieh we now live.,  1maian, in zpeak-
ing of Jshovents judgment of the nations dslcares
that "Jshovah maketh the earth . . waste, and
turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the
Inhabitants therecf . . . The lofty peovle of the
earth do languish; the earth also is polluted un-
der the inhabitants thereof: because they have
transgressed the 1laws, violated the statutes,
broken the everlasting covenant ., , . A1l the mer-
r neartad do 2ish L, ., Thare Sa 8 anyings i the
ts o « o 2ll mirth . » » 13 gone. . . Thus

v L tne miast of the  esrth anong th=
(Isaian 24:1«13)

But this feoo shall vazc, and acrording ho
trie 3eme mrovheot, when uphsavel  and dsstraction
snd sorrow would f1ill the 2arth, theres would yet
remain A people 1in  the earth who could sing - a
people whose lives had not been broken by violated
law nor whose soil was polluted beneath them.
"These shall 1lift up their voice", declares this
jllumined seer, "they shall shout;’ for the ma Jesty




of Jehovah they cry aloud  from the sea, wherefore
glorify ye Jehovah 1in the sast, even the name of
Jehovah, the God of Israel, in the isles of the
sea (west). From the uttermost part of the earth
have we heard songs: Glory to the righteous.,”

"Froim the sea” we shall hear this gladsome
song. From "the isles of. the sea" we shall hear
it. The Hebrew word for sea 1is also west, and
west would be as legitimate a reading =2s sea, and
more informative. "From the uttermost part of the
earth" - from Ultima Thule, or Iceland we shall
hear it. Benjariin shall yet "rule" in praise, Joy
and thanksgiving.

If the facts 2and their interpretation as
nheretofcore presented be.correct, then 1t follows
that Iceland is more 1imvortant by far than has
been hithiertc gensrally 3usrected., TUnguestionably
it is so. But obviously that importance does not
lie in materinl might and power. The island is
small, and not 2ll of 1t is habitable, 1Its total
porulation - only a little over a2 hundred thousand
- could be agcormodated In the space of a few
blecks in A city 1ike New York. So whatever im-
portance Iceland may have must be of gquite another
kind., And it is, It 1s cultural 2nd spiritual.
Pracicuz voluszzs of mind 2nd hesrt liave been re-
mamherad and  Vbewt  alivas  and active, The n2eorle
nave cultiveoted rhe apt of being civil, »rotherly,
altruistic. They are cooperatively minded.
Christian 1ldealism has gone well beyond profession
into practice., Spiritual realities outweigh
worldly posseszions.

For these attributes of character and qual-
ities of soul the. Icelanders will be rightly re-
cegnized vhen teconles will be mensured by the new
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wnd lrcting ttizr.

Since place and power has been materially
determined by Western civilization for this age
past, Iceland has had virtually no place in 1t.
But as new age Jjudgments will reverse those of the
past age, the time is near for Iceland to step out




and pley a major:pole in “keeping with her native
genius, long preparatiéh ahd 1nnér sniritual'ﬁed~
1pat10n. . .

Necessity for Temporary Isolation
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However, Iceland 1is not yet by any reans.a-
ware of her true identity and migsion. But an a-
wakening may now come gquickly. Things are happen-
ing, and fast., It 1s an hour of power, of ful-
fillment, of illumination. Appearances notwith-
standing, the light still execsads the darkness.

For Iceland the stage is being set. From her
secluded island home off from both trade and tour-
ist routes she is now suddenly swept up into the
swirling currents of world upheaval with the
double result of having the world thrust upon her
and in turn having herself placed in the worldts
spotllight as never before. This introduction will
agsurecly prove the first step toward startling
events yet to follow therefrom.

The necessary awakening at this crucial time
‘may not come without accompanying difficultiss.
Already thers i3 the AdAlsecomfiture of alien occupa-
tion, War may in conssguence of +ris he drawn o
AEY 3ncres and lwupinge uron ner  reaceful way of
life, There may be serious disturbances and dis-
locations of her normal procedures. Yet it is not
to be expected that these would ever become com~
rarable tec the devastations suffered in most other
parts of the world, since Iceland hax earned a
protection, inner and'outer, that w11l safeguard
from such. Such karmic penalties as she may suf-
fer Wlll not ©e primarily national ©but rather

_,.,_,,_-,ﬁ"; b T ,ﬁ"iﬁy__ﬁ_:_ﬁ_ﬂ,_' T [P T S P T

L C A L M '-4‘.‘_, . PR L*'--;,_L‘u'.--’-i-.'.. —_— e . e o
Fivmer bames Alpam Ao lRaae 1H.,,,..,.'|-- 1 ..’H,-A«-J-..a_ T A
18th "ﬂ“t"“; shio ?Oﬁ:"A +ch:gh 2 national nurging

FUN. . T o L . - o
ZCi ua-ra lu o CiLaC UUL_..LULJ. i s L; eI 'lfiululld arc
going through at the present time, Thue in her
cwn corwunal  1ife chs  snticipsted the painful

worldewlie cleansing of this day by nearly two
centurles, The reople suffered pestilence, famine
and destruction 'from some of the most terrible
.¥oleanic ‘eruptions krown to history anywhere.
Sheep discase ‘destroyed their flocks. Smallpox
‘also swept over the island., Altogether ,the popu-
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lation was reduced by a full ﬁuarter.

Thia is what we mtgrt reesonablv expect to be
. the case in view of the fact ' that tl.ese people
have Dbeen prepared to come forth at this time
clean, strong, and joyful, for the purpose of pro-
claiming the Gkad Tidings anew to a world in dark-
ness, doubt, and depletion, This would riot." be
0ossible werb she, too, at this time to be weighed
dewn by the crushing tragedy that has fallen upon
the earth. But she is a people apart. She stands
from under. She is free to serve in¥special sense
even as Benjamin served Judah, and later - the
Christ at the time of His coming. Now 1t becomes
her call to serve Him again at His Second Conming ~
His coming into the 1ife of a regenerated humanity.

Advancement Favored by Detachment

There 1s 2 striking parallel between the 1it-
tls psople of today set apart in a northern sea
and thz inconcpicuous community that was gathered
cut of perulous and mighty Atlantis and segregated
in the Gobl desert in Central Asia as the nucleus
out of which to form the next Great Race, the
Aryen of today, Obedient to a Divine c¢all thksy
becams for ~  gaegrn 2 raonle arert, Orlv thae
could Stiey defoell Liienselves sufficiently from the
old order ans b=conie the seed for the new, _In the
nature of things 1t is to be expected offpeople
who have remacined apart from the evils of the old
order sufficiently to be able to scund the keynote
of Christian trothwerhocd for the dawning Aquerian
dispsnsation when the right hour was struck. That
hour hag come. The "seven times” or 2520 years
frem Lo date of Renjamin's ﬂ¥1la has npasged, I
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ig taat the inito? Statos together with Canada and
Anitnln Looeore #1oo Inctrarents for introlucing  to
tha world in o somewihint spect=2cular manner a na-

tion 2nd a people that nare in many respects the
most unique and remarkable political entity and
dultural community in the world today. o

Americats occupation of TIceland terminates
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o Ingteac of making fop backwarcness, xqe g q
detachrment hey been A gafeguard for enlfg ﬁen
Iceland has no illiteracy; while uniformly . relig*
'ious, they 1live 4in the spirit of liberty that
snares them creedal conflicts: they have enjoyed

Parliamentary government longer than any other
European people and 1lived 3in peace among them=-
selves and with a1l other nations of thé*worlqg
They are the one civilized peorle in thp world
that have learned "to wake war no more," Her
ships run today's blackade . without guns and w1th
lights. They have neither army nor navy. They
had never seen 21 soldier before the present occu-
pation., Nor do they 1like them. They like the
Americans and, they - like the. British, but men of
war are alien to. their history, thnir culture ,
their philosophy 4nd their faith.,. Their national
income has not, thersfore, gcne into qrwamnntc but
hns been ﬂxbﬂnﬂeﬁ for tha rpenceinl =rtz,

It is 1nterest1ng in this connection tQ note
that her-near kin, Denmark, to whom she was polit-
ically linked until last yeﬂr, is the onz2 country
that actually attampted complete disarmament. And
so  little Iceland has lived for centuries in an
2tmosphere almost free of the destructivs, passions
of fear, greed, hate 'anvy and ‘jealousy ‘that has
so long been “jﬁinc fh@ greatar part of the world
abont her, and any unit of 1ife ap Aderpesd hac
szeurity, ogace,.nnd nower DbecAuse oY ifte accord
with the divine order of things.

Qualifications for Service
' it

A mumber of circumstances have combined to
quﬂllfj nﬁﬂqul“ to carry the 1lizht OP trhe Lord
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Jesus, DBenjamin means "Son of wy right hand
motto is Dieu et Mon Droit - God and my right.

; At ‘the time &ﬁahﬁﬁf the tribes received their
territorial inheritance in Palestine, it is nlso
of the highest. significance that Jerusalem, the




Holy City, was within Benjamints boundaries, and
not Judah's, or Joseph's or any other. Yet anothe-
er =ign pointing to the Benjamlte's peculiar dedi-
catlior to the task of holding the light of the
spirit aloft bvefore the peoples of the world.

Iceland continues to bear witness to the re-
1igicn of the c¢cross today as 1t has done 1n the
past, not only by its Christian faith and practice
but by placing the emblem of the Crucified One in
their national flag. The white bordered red cross
which it carries is indicative of the fact that
man, the 1living cross, i1s a spiritual being, and
that the aura of the splrit surrounds and protects
2ll those who direet thelr ways 1n obedience to
Divine Law, and who place their highest trust in
the vower of the Almighty to shield them from all
harm. :

According to the Thorah Benjamin's national -
. banner contained the calors of 2ll the twelve
trives, with 2 wolf 1in the center., Symbolieally
this indicates Benjamin as "the gnte (Ex. 48:32},
and 1its sign is Cancer, the =zodiacal gateway to
initiation. "Through the highest aspect of all
the twelve signs", observes Corinne Dunklee in her
New Age Bible Interpretation, in reference to this
symbﬁ% "the lower nature (wolf) is conguered”,

The Last Shall Be First

Iceland is so0 very small 1t seems absurd to
talk of her as a coming world power. But again we
mst remember the reversal of values thatiszs pre-
sently to take place in the world. God 1s walking
ot unon the scene, ~nd we are told He lorcketh not
to the outer countenance but to the heart. That
wng how livtle Davic, the young unisarned snepnerc
frer the hills wag chosen by the Lord to become
Saul's successor in favor of the other sons of
Jesse any one and all of whom were generally re-
zardad as frr tho more 2ligible cnndidotes for the
royal robe.

David was the last among the brothers to pre-
sent himself, He became the first. Similarly
Iceland which 1is 1last .among the strong and the
proud of thls day may bYe the first tomorrow, It




has 2 1ight, the 1ight of the meek and the lowly

soul, which the spirituanlly impoverishred world of
tomorrow will look to with respect, with recozni-
tion, nnd with desire ¢to emulate, BRenjamin, as
nreviously stnted; was lent to Judah to be a light
in their midst; l=ater ns Galileans they Christiane
ized Furope: today as Icelanders they will pre-

sently stand forth aware of ¢thelr identity, their

heritnge, and thelr mnissioen and, proclaim to the
werld yet again the saving grace of the principles
of the Sermcen on the Mount. - :

THE END




