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240 THE STAR-CROSSED RENAISSANCE

and intent that there was among the literary men of this era
a definite talent for reform.03

The last twenty pages of the Vox Graculi—the seemingly
original section of the book—are devoted to a series of mock
predictions for the first six months of the year. Each of these
predictions is preceded by an admonitory poem, and the text
and margin of this portion of the parody are studded with
learned quotations that the author has probably borrowed from
some polyanthea. The interesting literary characteristic of this
portion of the book is, as in the case of The Otvle s Almanacke,
the topicality of the matter; again we find the method of the
character followed so closely that it is difficult to distinguish
between the Vox Graculi's predictions for the month and a
character writer’s description of a season. As an example of
this literary similarity, we can cite the Vox Graculi’'s predic-
tion for New Year’s Day.

The First day of lanuary being raw, colde and comfortlesse to
such as haue lost their mony at Dice at one of the Temples ouer-night,
strange apparitions are like to be seene: Marchpanes marching be-
twixt Leaden-Hall and the little Conduit in Cheape, in such aboun-
dance, that an hundred good fellowes may sooner starue, then
catch a corner, or a Comfit to sweeten their mouthes.

It is also to be feared, that through frailty, if a slip be made on
the Messengers default that carries them, for non-deliuery at the
place appointed: that vnlesse the said messenger, be not the more
inward with his Mistris, his Master will giue him ribrost for his
Newyeares-gift the next morning.

This day shall be giuen many more gifts then shall be asked for:
and Apples, Egges, and Orenges, shall be lifted to a lofty rate; when
a Pomewater be stucke with a few rotten Cloues, shall be more
worth then the honesty of an Hypocrite: and halfe a dozen of
Egges of more estimation, then the Vowes of a Strumpet. Poets
this day shall get mightily by their Pamphlets: for an hundred of

03 Compare: “When children shall fling vp oathes and execrations against the
face of heauen, in the streets, and their Parents sit laughing at their doores, to hear
them so forward of their tongue” with the remarks of the elder Knowell in Every
Man, Act II.
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