


























































CHAPTER SIX 

Two QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

STUD ENT asks: ''Is not nature gnilty of fre­
quent physical malformations in the plant and 
animal world as well as in the human race, 

and can there be a perfectly whole and sane intelli­
gence with a forceful will in a diseased or malformed 
body?" 

In reply we would ask, what is here meant by 
nature? Bacon says that nature and God differ only 
as the print and the seal. Nature is the visible symbol 
of God, and we are too apt to think of nature nowadays 
in a materialistic sense. Back of every manifestation 
in nature there are forces, not blind forces, btd intelli­
gences which motivate action. What we speak of as 
electricity, as magnetism, as expansion in steam, etc., 
are intelligences which work unseen to 1Js when cer­
tain conditions are brought about. Nature spirits 
build the plants, form the crystals of i;he rock, and 
with numerous other hierarchies are working around 
and about us unseen, but nevertheless busy in making 
that which we call nature. 

These are all evolving beings, like ourselves, and the 
very fact that they are evolving shows that they are 
imperfect and therefore apt to make mistakes which 
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naturally result in malformations, so that it may be 
said in answer to the question that the invisible intelli­
gences which make what we call nature are guilty of 
frequent mistakes as well as we. 

As to the second pnrt of the question, wl1ether there 
can be a perfectly whole and sane intelligence with a 
forceful will in a diseased or malformed body, we may 
say ''Yes, undoubtedly,'' but as the expression of that 
intelligence is dependent upon the efficiency of its in­
strument, it may, naturally, be hampered by the 
physical deformity, on the same principle that no mat­
ter how skilled the workman is, his efficiency depends 
in a great measure upon the condition of his tools. 

The following interesting enquiry is worthy of at­
tention: "It is stated in the Cosino-Conccption that 
the faculty of space perception is connected with the 
delicate adjustment of the three semicircular canals in 
the ear, pointing in the three dimensions of space. 
Logical thought and mathematical ability are in pro­
portion to the accuracy of their adjustment. 

"It seems that the perception of the fourth dimen­
sion has been arrived at by mathematicians of a very 
high degree. Can yon tell me if there is any change in 
the arrangement of these semicircular canals, or what 
is the process that lPads up to the fourth dimensional 
consciousness~ 

''It would also seem that nature spirits and ele­
mentals have this fourth dimensional consciousness 
which is a higher degree of consciousness than that 
which we now possess and possibly highee than pos­
sessed by the bee or the Elberfeld horses. Will you 
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please Hupply the missing link 1 What makes man or 
humanity superior tu these beings and what is the 
arrangement of these semicircular canals in the case of 
these gifted horses 1'' 

To the majority of mankind figures arc exceedingly 
dry. They are not only uninteresting, but exceedingly 
tedious, for we ara used to living an uutward life 
among other people and friern;ls where we give expres­
sion to our desires, feelings, and emotions. The more 
these are stirred the more interesting W () f.nd life and 
contrariwise the things that do not · cause a ripple of 
emotion are held to be dull and uninter esting. There­
fore the majority do not take to mathematics or any­
thing else that will sharpen the mind without at the 
same time arousing the emotional nature. 

We know that God geometrizes, that all the proc­
esses of nature are founded upon a systematic calcula­
tion which argues the great Master Mind. When God 
as the great .Architect of the universe has built the 
whole world upon mathematical lines we may know 
that consciously or unconsciously the mathematician 
is reaching out in a direction in which eventually he 
will find himself face to face with Goel and this in 
itself argues an expansion of consciousness. When 
we consider the fact that each one of the semicircular 
canals is in fact a supersensitive spirit-level adjusted 
so as to indicate to our consciousness the motion of 
our body through the length and breadth, height or 
depth of space we may easily understand that their 
accurate adjustment is necessary to space perception. 
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If they are true, then the space perception of that per­
son is perfect, and if he takes up the study of mathe­
matics then his the0ries will agree with what he sees 
in the world as actual facts. This in some high minds 
engenders an actual love of figures so that they may 
rest such a mind instead of being a source of fatigue 
as they are to most people, and then that love of figures 
may arouse in him the latent spiritual faculties, but 
not through any change in the semicircular canals for 
these are bony structures and not easily changed dur­
ing the lifetime. There is no doubt, however, that one 
who has a taste for music or mathematics will later 
build these canals more accurately in the Second 
H eaven between death and a new birth. 

With respect to the consciousness of the elernentals 
01· nat'ttre spirits, it is quite correct to assume that they 
have what may be called a fourth dimcm,ional con­
sciousness, for in addition to the height, width, and 
depth which are the dimensions of space in the physical 
world, there is what we may call "throughness" in 
the ethers. With the etheric sight you may look into 
a mountain and if you have an etheric body such as the 
nature spirits possess, you may also walk through the 
hc:.rdest granite rock. It will offer no more obstruction 
than the air does to our progress here, in fact, not so 
much, for here we are hindered by winrls. But even 
among nature spirits there are different entities and a 
corresponding variation of consciousness. 

'rlie bodies of the gnomes are made of the chemical 
ether principally and therefore they are of the earth 
earthy; that is, one never sees them fly about as do the 
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sylphs. They can be burned in fire. Th~y also grow 
old in a manner not so greatly different from human 
beings; 
. The tmdines which live in the water and the sylphs 
of the air are also Sl"ibject to mortality, but their bodies 
being composed of the life and light ethers respectively, 
make them much more enduring, so that while it is 
stated that the gnomes do not live more than a few 
hundred years, the <mdines and sylphs are said to live 
for thousands, and the salamanders whose bodies are 
principally built of the fourth ether are said to live 
many thousands of years. The conscioitsness which 
builds and ensouls these bodies, however, belongs to a 
number of divine hierarchs who are gaining additional 
experience in that manner; and the fonns which are 
built of matter and thus ensouled have attained a de­
gree of self-consciousne,<;s; during these long exist­
ences they have a sense of their own transitory.existence 
and it is to their rebellion against this <;tate of things 
that the war of the elements, notably, fire, air, and 
water, is due. Fancying that they are being )leld in 
bondage they seek liberation from the leash by force 
and having no sense to guide themselves, run amuck 
in a destructive manner which at times brings about 
great catastrophes. The consciousness of the gnomes 
is too dull to take the initiative but they not infre­
quently become accomplices of the other nature spirits 
by opening pass.ages which favor explosions in the 
rock. 

However, this has no connection at all with the 
Elberfeld horses or kindred animal prodigies. These 
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are the wards of their respective group spirits and it 
is probably the last time they will seek embodiment in 
an animal form. When that happens, such spirits are 
relegated to Chaos \¥here they must wait during the 
Cosmic Night for thdr less gifted brother.:o until the 
time when it is possible to begin their human evolution 
in the Jupiter Period. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE CONSTITU'l'ION OF THE EARTH: AND VOLCANIC 

ERUPTIONS 

VEN among occult scientists it is counted 
among the most difficult problems to investi­
gate the mysterious construction o.f the earth. 

Every occult scientist knows how much easier it is to 
thoroughly and accurately investigate the Desire 
World and the Region of Concrete Thought and bring 
back the results into the Physical World than to inves­
tigate completely the secrets of our physical planet, 
because to do that fully, one must have passed through 
the nine lesser Mysteries and the first of the Great 
Initiations. 

Modern scientists know very little about this mat­
ter. So far as seismic phenomena are concerned they 
very frequently change their theories, because they 
are constantly discovering reasons why their previous 
hypotheses were untenable. They have, with all their 
usual splendid care, investigated the very outside 
shell, but only to an insignificant depth. As for vol­
canic eruptions, they try to understand them as they 
try to understand everything else, in a purely me­
chanical way, depicting the center of the earth as a 
fiery furnace and concluding that the eruptions are 
caused by the accidental admission of water and · in 
other similar ways. 

-35-
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In a certain sense, their theories have some founda­
tion, but in this case they are, as always, neglecting the 
spiritual causes, wbieh to the occultist appear to be the . 
true ones. To him, the world is far from being ''dead.'' 
On the contrary, its every nook and crevice is per­
meated by spirit, which is the leaven that causes 
changes in and upon the planet. 

The different kinds of quartz, the metals, the dis­
position of the various strata-all have a much higher 
significance than the materialistic investigator has 
ever been ·able to grasp. 'l'o the occult sr.ientist, the 
way in which these materials are arranged is full of 
meaning. 

To the trained clairvoyant sight of the Initiate of 
the various degrees of the Mysteries, the earth appears 
built in strata, something like an onion, one layer or 
stratum outside another. There are nine such strata 
and the central core, making ten in all. 'rhese strata 
are revealed to the Initiate gradually. One stratum 
becomes accessible to him at each Initiation, so that at 
the end of the nine lesser Initiations he is master of all 
the layers, but has not yet access to the secrets of the 
core. 

In ancient parlance these nine steps are called the 
''Lesser Mysteries.'' They take the neophyte con­
sciously through all that relates to his past evolution, 
through the activities of involuntary existence, so that 
he is able to understand the manner and meaning of 
the work he then performed unconsciously. He is 
shown how the present ninefold constitution (the 
threefold body, the threefold soul, and the threefold 
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spirit) was brought into existence; how the great 
creative Hierarchies worked on the virgin spirit, awa~­
ening in it the Ego, helping it to form tha body; a:rid 
also the work he himself has done, to extract from the 
threefold body as much of the threefold soul as he nqw 
possesses. One step at a time is he led through the 
nine steps of the lesser mysteries, the nine strata. 

-when the advancing man has passed through the 
nine lesser Initiations, gaining thereby entrance to all 
the layers of the earth, entrance into the r,ore is yet to 
be won. That is opened to him by the first C•f the Four 
Great Initiations, in which he learns to know the mys­
tery of the mind, that part of his being begun on earth. 
When he is ready for the first Great Initiation he has 
developed his mind to the degree to which all men are 
destined to <i.ttain at the end of the Earth Period. In 
that Initiation he is given the key to the next stage, 
and all work done by him after that wi.11 be such , as 
humanity in general will do in the Jupiter Period, 
and does not concern us at present. ' 

Diagram 18 will give an idea of the arrangement of 
the earth's strata, the central core being omitted to 
indicate more clearly the lemniscate formation of the 
currents in the ninth stratum. In the diagram the 
strata are represented as being of eqnal thickness, 
though in reality some are much thinner than others. 
Beginning at the outside, they appear in the following 
order: 

(1) The Mineral Earth: This is the stony crust of 
the earth, with which geology deals ·as far as it is able 
to penetrate. 
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. CON~TlTUTIOli OF THE. E1\fiTH 

\ I 
I ' , 

---------------- ------ -- -

Diagram 18, shown above, is r eproduced froni " The 
Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception,'' by Mcix H eindel. 



NATURE SPIRITS AND NATURE FORCE!-3 39 

(2) The Fluid Stratum: The matter of this stratum 
is more fluid than that of the outside crm:t, yet it is 
not watery, but rather more like a thick paste. It pas 
the quality of expansion, like that of an exceedingly 
explosive gas, and is kept in place only by the enormous 
pressure of the outer crust. Were that removed, the 
whole of the fluid stratum would disappear in space 
with a tremendous explosion. These correspond to the 
Chemical and Etheric Regions of the Physical World. 

( 3) Vapor Stratum: In the first and second strata 
there is really no conscious life. But in this stratum 
there is an ever flowing and pulsating life, as in the 
Desire World surrounding and interpenetrating our 
earth. 

(4) Water Stratum: In this stratum are the ger­
minal possibilities of all that exists upon the surface of 
the earth. Here are the archetypal forces which are 
back of the group spirits; also the archetypal forces of 
the minerals, for this is the direct physical expression 
of the Region of Concrete Thought. 

(5) Seed Stratum: Material scientists have been 
baffled in their efforts to discover the origin of life, how 
the first living things came forth from previously dead 
matter. 

In reality, according to the occult explanation of 
evolution, the question should be how the ''dead'' 
things originated. The Life was there previous to the 
dead Forms. It built its bodies from attenuated 
vaporous substance long before it conden8ed into the 
earth's solid crust. Only when the life had left the 
forms coiild they crystallize and bec01ne hm·d and dead. 
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Coal is but crystallized plant bodies; coral is also 
the crystallization of animal forms. The life leaves the 
forms and the f orrns die. Life never came into a form 
to awaken it to life. Life departed from the forms and 
the forms died. Thus did ''dead'' things come to be. 

In this fifth stratum is the primordial fount of life 
from which came the impetus that built all the forms 
on earth. It corresponds to the Region of Abstract 
Thought. 

(6) Fiery Stratum: Strange as it may seem, this 
stratum is possessed of sensation. Pleasure and pain, 
sympathy and antipathy have here their effect on the 
earth. It is generally supposed that under no possible 
circumstances can the earth have any sensation what­
ever. The occult scientist, however, as he watches the 
harvesting of the ripe grain and the gathering of fruit 
from the trees in th'3 autumn, or the plucking of flow­
ers, knows the pleasure experienced by the earth itself. 
It is similar to the pleasure felt by the cow when its 
bursting udders are being relieved by the sucking calf. 
The earth feels the delight of having yielded nourish­
ment for its progeny of Forms, this delight reaching 
its culmination in the harvest time. 

On the other hand, when plants are torn out by the 
roots, it is patent to the occult scientist that the earth 
senses a ::;ting of pain. · For that reason he Joes not eat 
the plant-foods which grow under the earth. In the 
first place they are foll o:E the earth force and deficient 
in sun force, and are additionally poisoned by being 
pulled up by the roots. 'l'he only exception to this 
rule is that he may partake sparingly of the potato, 
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which .originally grew on the surface of the earth, and 
has only in comparatively recent times grown beneath 
the soil. Occultists endeavor to nourish their bodies on 
fruits which grow toward the sun, because they con­
tain more of the higher sun force, and have not cause.cl 
the earth pain. 

It might be suppcsed that mining operations would 
be very painful to the earth, but the rtYerse is the 
case. Every disintegration of the hard crust causes a 
sensation of relief and every solidification is a source 
of pain. Where a mountain torrent washes away the 
soil and carries it toward the plains, the earth feels 
freer. Where the disintegrated matter is again de­
posited, as in a bar outside the mouth of a great river, 
there is a corresponding sense of uneasiness. 

As sensation in animals and men is due to their 
separate vital bodies, so the feeling of the earth is par­
ticularly active in this sixth stratum, which corre­
sponds to the World of Life Spirit. To understand 
the pleasure felt when mining operations are disin­
tegrating the hard rock, and the pain when deposits 
gather, we must r emember that the earth is the dense 
body of a Great Spirit, and to furnish us with an envi­
ronment in which we could live and gather experience, 
it had to crystallize this body into its present solid 
condition. 

As evolution proceeds, however, and man learns the 
lessons pertaining to this acme of concretion, then earth 
will become softer and its Spirit more and more lib­
erated. This is what Paul meant when he spoke of 
the whole creation groaning and travailing, waiting for 
the day of liberation. 
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; .: (7) · Refracting Stratum: This part of the earth 
corresp'onds to the World of Divine Spirit. There are. 
in occult science what are known as "The Seven Un­
speakable Secrets. '' For those who are not acquainted 
with these secrets, or have not at least an inkling of 
their import, the properties of this stratuin must seem 
particulariy absurd and grotesque. In it all the forces 
whicli are known to us as the "Laws of Nature" exist 
as moral, or rather immoral forces. In the beginning 
of the conscious career of man they were much worse 
than at present. But it appears that as humanity pro­
gresses in morals, these forces improve correspond­
ingly ·; also that any lapse in morals has a tendency to 
unleash these Nature Forces and causes them to create 
havoc upon the earth; while the striving for higher 
ideiiis makes them less inimical to man. 

The forces in this stratum are thus, at any time, an 
exact reflection of the existing moral status of man­
kind. From the occult point of view, the "hand of 
God'' which smites a Sodom or a Gomorrah is not a 
foolish superstition, for as surely as there is individual 
responsibility to the Law of Consequence which brings 
to each person the just results of his deeds whether for 
good or evil, so is there also community and national 
responsibility, which brings upon groups of men corre­
sponding results for their collective acts: Nature 
Forces are the general agents of such retributive jus­
tice, causing floods, or earthquakes, or the beneficent 
formation of oil or coal for various groups, according 
to their deserts. 



( 8) Atomistie Sfratum : This :is the name given by 
the Rosicrucians to the eighth layer of the €arth, which 
is the expression Of t~.he. World of Virgin Spirits. It 
seems to have the property of multiplying many fold 
the things in it; this applies, however, only to those 
thiil&'s which have been definitely formed. Aii .~nsbApen 
piece of wood, or an unhewn stone ' nail r.0· e'X'ffiteilce 
there, but upon anything which has been shaped, or has 
life and form (such as a flower or a picture)' this 
stratum has the cffe~t of m'ultiplic'ation ,tO' ah ~asfo1iish-
ii1g degi;ee. ' · · 
·' ( 9) Material E xpression of the Earth Spirit: There 
a;re here lemniscate currents, which are. intimateiy 
connected with the brain, heart, and sex orga~s of the 
lmman race. It corresponds to the World of God . 
. (10) Center of Being of the Earth Spii·it : Nothing 

more cari be said abcut this at present except that it 
is the ultimate seed ground of all that is in and on 
earth, ·and cori:esponds to the Absolute . 

. • 
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