




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE ETERNAL ALLIANCE

of music, the richness and vitality of color: all
these things are but manifestations and permu-
tations of Impersonal Deity.

You cannot think of a beautiful line of poetry
without awakening in some degree that divine
Inner Glory within yourself. You can read such
a line again and again until after a while you
have lost sight of your surroundings and are out
in an ideal world all beauty and sublimity; —the
trouble with us is that we never remain there long
enough to find out who we are; we do not catch
the undertones of the silence there; we are in
too much hurry to return.

Seek the upward and ennobling path, and
you are no longer alone: your own Divinity
is on your side with you, and what you can
encompass of what Universal Nature affords is
with you to support you towards final victory.

For music you shall have hearing of the
symphony of life, and the stars in their courses
shall sing to you: the trees shall chant to you
the hymn of their beautiful being; and all Na-
ture shall greet you with the salutation of respect,
because of the noble effort you are making.
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THE GODS AWAIT

The glory of Death shall be made known to
you; and you shall know the path you must
travel though you may not foresee the goal: for
the Soul shall implant in your mind knowledge
of its high possibilities.

But he who chooses the downward path and
uses his energies on behalf of the evil in him, has
at his elbow likewise the evil of the world.

I remember how the wonder and power of
Theosophy were born in upon me on my first
visit to Egypt. There the footsteps of the ancient
times are visible; and the truth men lived and
brooded of old, endures still and cannot die. In
the clear motionless air, in the mountains and old
temples, there is a silence and an impress of ages
gone which awaken the imagination; one feels
the presence and potency of the truths that shone
through the Mysteries of old, and that the great
hierophants and Teachers have left the touch of
their inner lives in the atmosphere. Those silent
hills, worn with age — how they spoke to me!
They were full of the mightiness of ancient times
and the spiritual activities of the great Egyptians.
The old Nile talked to me, and the moon above
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the Nile; until I knew that the greatest and most
eloquent power in Nature as well as in human
life is silence. ,

It was borne in upon me in the tombs of
the Pharaohs. I remember the day when we rode
from Luxor along the bank of the river, and up
over hills and down through ravines, and then
walked through a door in the hillside, and by gal-
leries and galleries underground, and by flights
of stairs carved in the rock, and into a room lit
with electricity: the tomb of Seti I.

The mummy was there; the lid of the sarco-
phagus had been removed and the lights were
disposed so that one could see the great king’s
features. I had never before understood why they
mummified their dead; but as we went in there
and looked at the face of that mighty monarch—
he was one of the very greatest of the Pharaohs—
a silence seemed to descend upon the whole party:
an inner and majestic silence, which was in
itself a symphony of symphonies: as if we had
been ushered into the presence of something
that still remained, and was in its essence im-
perishable, of that long-dead ruler’s greatness.
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There were many periods, anciently, when the
Soul was better understood than it is now, and
when men fashioned their lives simply and beauti-
fully in accordance with the magnificent aspira-
tions of Nature; when they listened for and
heard, as we do but very rarely, the melody
of life, which is the voice of the Inner Divinity;
when they talked with the stars, and had no
fear written on their faces; when they knew no
dogmas at all, nor fear of death, nor spiritual
nor moral terror.

All that was best in the history of those early
races is here now in the very atmosphere in which
we live. It is not lost; it is in Nature; it has
made itself a part of the harmony of universal life.

In such periods, wise Teachers instituted the
festival of Easter in honor of the Mighty Mother.
They knew that the depths and powers hidden in
Nature and in Man are infinite; and paying
tribute to the beauty and glory of the universe,
invoked at the same time the infinite Divine
Beauty in themselves and in the general human
heart.

For there is that undertone in life: it is in
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all of us, and we are bound together by it un-
escapably, each his brother’s keeper: though it
is audible only to him who is great enough to hear
it because he has found his true Self.

Knowing this, and that the Divine Essence is
everywhere, those Wise Ones of old time knew
that through our own efforts we may lift the veil
and understand the mysteries of being and the
whole meaning of the conflict within ourselves,
and so work out our own salvation; that he who
will crucify his earthly passions will find strength
to roll back the stone from the doorway of his
own inner being wherein the Divinity lies en-
tombed, raising as it were the Christos from
the dead; and that this is the resurrection and
the life: and they instituted and ordained Easter
in commemoration of it.

How joyful, how sublime, our existence in
this world becomes when viewed from this stand-
point, and with the key to all its mysteries —
which is knowledge of the essential divinity of
man — in one’s possession! In the sunshine of
that wisdom all the thoughts that we cling to
and love because of their fineness will blossom;
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and the small aims and prejudices of our minds,
and the conventional opinions we accept with-
out thought as to whether they bear any relation
to truth or not — how infinitely trivial they will
seem!

We have limited Deity according to the
measure of our own minds, and conceived of the
Limitless as personal because we have been obli-
vious of all but the personal within ourselves.

Yet that self-knowledge for lack of which
we suffer can be attained; and it is a conscious-
ness of the regal powers of the Soul.

No man can make his own divine potentiali-
ties actual, until he has recognised the universality
of the Divine, and asserted Its presence within
himself: aware that by will and conviction he can
make manifest in his human life every quality
and aspect of Godhead. .

One has not to run away from present duty
in order to find this knowledge; but in the in-
most spaces of the heart is the throbbing life
of the Divine wherein all wisdom is discoverable,
because it is there that all wisdom inheres.

Let a man work with Nature, understanding
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the fundamental laws of her and living by them:
knowing what she demands of him and building
his life on the knowledge; unsatisfied with the
personal god idea, let him know that God is the
Divine Life unfolding itself through the power of
its own essence: the one Universal Law inspiring,
flowing through, directing, the infinite inter-
weaving of laws that express themselves through
life and govern its manifestations:

And in the performance of every smallest
duty: in the bearing of every sorrow; in the
conduct of his severest and most discouraging
struggles: that Divine Force, that Knowledge,
seeking its expression in the transformations, will
be at his hand.

For it is a power whose secret is in the heart
and mind and soul working together; and is to
be evoked only out of the hidden realms within
ourselves where all the splendor at the Heart of
Life is to be found.

He who finds it within himself, and knows it
wonderfully to be himself and the sole reality in
himself, lives absolutely for humanity; because
to touch human nature at any point is to touch
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the whole of humanity, and to evoke the God-
self within ourselves is to employ the power under-
lying all things.

And this is the reason why no one now is
quite at ease within himself, or wholly satisfied:
the ray of the Divine Nature in each of us is
eager after self-expression in a larger life than
any we have dreamed of.

We are not brought into existence by chance,
nor thrown up into earth-life like wreckage cast
along the shore; but are here for infinitely noble
purposes.

All humanity should know its heritage, con-
stantly and constantly striving to become and
overcome, yet never depending on forces outside
of self.

Rising in the morning, we should be conscious
of the Divinity within; retiring at night, we
should be enfolded in the protection of the Law.

For none of us is overlooked, left out, or
forgotten in this Scheme of Life of whose sweeping
beneficence each is a part. In all situations from
the most trivial to the most important; in all
temptations from the smallest to the largest: a
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man can find in his own reflexions and inner con-
sciousness that which will convince him that he
is more than he seems; — a knowledge that leads
not to egoism or self-importance, but to great
simplicity, impersonality, and balance.

For Man is the Soul, and there is no wisdom
so divine that he cannot attain it: the Soul be-
longs to the beautiful eternities, and we are here
to make all existence beautiful.

Life would have nothing in it for me: I could
not live through a day of it, were it not for the
consciousness within that this apologetic bit of
myself is the temple of the Soul — the shrine
of a God ever pressing towards grander expres-
"sions of life.

The Soul can rest on nothing this side of
infinity: it loses its vitality if it seeks to do so.
All eternity awaits it; how should it be satisfied
with the halflife we live and the many imper-
fections that mar us? The nature of the Soul is
to be winging its flight forever towards the bound-
less; to be working, hoping, and conquering; to
be going forward forever and ever.

It is ‘therefore no question of our likes and
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dislikes: advance we must, seeking within our-
selves the secret of our God-selves which sing to
us eternally through the silence.

If the meaning and the music of the song be
lost before it reaches our hearing, it is because
our thoughts are too full of the things of death;
and because we are weighed down by needless
burdens, and grow old in our youth with wrong
thinking: filling our minds with desires that ema-
nate from selfishness, and allowing them to ac-
cumulate until they, and not we, become the
living force behind our actions.

So that it is not only the mind but the whole
being that must be prepared, for the search for
truth; and for this there are no rules that can be"
given,— no precise directions nor yardstick re-
ceipts. But conceive, if but for a day, that you
are greater than ever you dreamed you were:
that in the essence of your nature you are divine,
and cannot suffer perdition.

And remember that you never could have
walked if you had not tried; that you never could
have spoken if you had not made the effort to
speak; that you never could have sung if you
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had not felt within you the urge of the living
God there.

Theosophy is as old as the hills, and all the
World-religions are based on its teachings; al-
though only a minority, now, are familiar with
them. It is not superstition nor speculation; not
dogmatism nor blind faith; nor the product of
the brain-mind of any man; nor yet miraculous.

It comes to humanity like an old traveler
who has trodden all the highways of experience;
and having achieved after long journeying a full
understanding of life, returns to the place from
which he started, that he may bring to those who
dwell there the saving knowledge he has ac-
quired: and it is knowledge of the God within
Man, and of Man’s power to advance and to
overcome; which is what evolution means.

Superficial examination of its teachings will
avail nothing. As none could become a musician
by mere study of the theory of music, so none can
come to an understanding of Theosophy by read-
ing of it in books. In both cases, practice is
needed: one must live the life if one would know
the Law. An artist never attained excellence
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in his art, nor a musician in his music, who did
not begin with the basic principles.

Where there is satisfaction with self, there
look for danger; because there no growth can
take place. A certain conflict within, of thought
and feeling, must be going forward; until we
arrive at some knowledge of our own,— at some
perception of life’s meaning and purposes, of our
origin and destiny, our duties, obligations, and
responsibilities.

No man can really grow until he has trust
in himself. The successful inventor is the one
who realizes that there is something more to know:
that new knowledge is always accessible and wait-
ing for him; that tomorrow will add to what he
has today. He was once a boy, playing with
his tools clumsily and with no knowledge of
mechanics; but after a time some inner whisper-
ing told him that he was to achieve something;
and he kept on, because that which bade him keep
on was above and beyond his mind, until he came
to be aware that his mentality was but an aid to
him in the working out of his problems; and that
there is an Inside Something that uses it, dis-
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covering truth and acquiring knowledge; and that
this is the Real Man, who may be inspired by
illuminating ideas out of the Universal Mind, or
may have brought them with him as memories
out of ancient lives.

So he looks always for truth beyond his
opinions, and goes out seeking into the broad
spheres of thought. He frees his mind and ad-
vances, hoping and trusting; he visualizes his
aims, and believes there are whole regions in his
nature which he has not yet discovered; and,
relying on that undeveloped side of himself, claims
from it by trust the knowledge he seeks,— and
does not claim in vain.

So too the real artist, the lover of truth and
beauty, is lifted in his moments of creation above
all brain-mind limitations and carried on to a
plane that transcends our normal thought-life;
and feels there, throbbing and thrilling through
his being, the poetry and inspiration of the Great
Silence — that divine light that is within and a
part of us all and forever awaiting our recognition.

Such a one, artist or inventor, when he is in
quest of that which should do good to the world,
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sounding the deep resources of his nature, touches
the fringe of worlds more wonderful, and strangely
mysterious powers; whereas another man, with
equal latent ability, approaching the same prob-
lems with doubt and hesitation, or again with
presumptuous self-sufficiency, would be very sure
not to succeed.

In proportion as a man worships the outer,
he misses the inner truth.

Many who have abandoned belief in a per-
sonal god and the other vanities and subtleties
of sectarian metaphysics, and are thinking seri-
ously, in the depression the unrest of the age
is causing in them, of life and its many problems,
have found in the teaching of Reincarnation that
which makes clear the meaning of it all.

For here is explanation of the differences of hu-
man fortune, so that they cease to seem unjust and
intolerable; and here Man is revealed in the splen-
dor of his native godhood, a traveler through eter-
nity, moving from life to life, gaining by experi-
ence after experience that knowledge which will
make of him at last the Ideal, the Perfect Man.

We are of the family of the Eternal; we are
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the highest expressions, that we know of, of Uni-
versal Deity: are we to think that the experience
to which we have a right can be gained in the
few score fleeting years of a single lifetime, before
these bodies of ours cease to be useful, and drop
away, following the laws of physical life, and
return to the storehouse of Nature? The material
things have their place; but the essential and
everlasting things are in the eternal self: they
are the attributes and faculties of the Soul; and
these are what we are here to develop, working
in harmony with the mighty and compassionate
heart of Nature.

Could a soul filled with the melody and splen-
did influx of music fulfil itself even in the longest
period that could elapse between its body’s birth
and death? A man who has no musical heredity
or inclination that he knows of, may find him-
self sometime startled into listening, and stirred;
and listening longer, and stirred more deeply;
and still pausing and listening, overwhelmed by
it at last, so that silent and wonderful currents
of vibration and feeling are started within him;
and perhaps he is a mechanic in a shop, or caught
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in the grind of commercial life with neither time
nor energy to spare for music; — it does not
matter: that divine thing has touched him; and
it may be that lying within his nature are the
potentialities of a great musician: must they not
come out in time, and be expressed?

A promise of eternal progress is stamped
upon all human hearts; everything in Nature
proclaims it. Why should we not have the same
trust in our essential divinity that the flowers
have in the beneficence of the sun?

To what purpose are the ideals we cherish
unspoken; the secret, noble, and unfulfilled as-
pirations; the questions we put to life, and to
which life — our present life — makes no answer?
To what end are the agonies and despairs; the
unrest and intense longing to be so much more
than we can ever attain to being, now, before
death takes us? Were they born in a day, these
thoughts of ours that stir us sometimes almost to
the point of revelation? Were they fashioned of
the experience we have gathered in the few years
since our bodies were born?

Their word to us is always that we are greater
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than we seem; that there are no limits to the
power of the Soul; that though our understanding
of this beautiful universe will go on increasing
forever and ever, we shall never attain a dead
finality of understanding: that we have all eter-
nity in which to work out the magnificence of
the Law, and that there is no break in the ever-
lasting continuity; that one may falter today and
fail, but tomorrow brings another chance; that
we live many lives, again and again the same in
essence though different in aspect: we Immortal
Beings, natives of Eternity made subject here
to mortality and time.

Few, whether religious or not, go out satisfied
into the Great Unknown and into that sleep which
is not sleep in the sense of inertia, but a sleep in
activity and a divine activity in sleep.

No matter how noble a man’s life may have
been, is it possible to think of it as having reached
that sublimity of perfection in one single life-
time, that would find its true expression in an
eternity of bliss? How much more reasonable
to believe that we live again and again, traveling
the path of the ages with opportunity after oppor-
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tunity recurring always: than to imagine ourselves
the poor creatures of a single life, created at our
birth out of nothing, and at death to be relegated
to an eternal heaven or an unending hell, in
neither of which progress is possible, nor oppor-
tunities are to be found, nor any goal lies ahead,
nor hope exists for inspiration and incentive!
Could a soul that was really noble accept
peace for itself, and find happiness in heaven,
whilst here on earth humanity is still aching and
in chains and sorrow? The Soul holds within
itself the attributes of Deity: it is all made up
of compassion, justice, abnegation; what delight
then, what self-expression, could it find in such
selfish bliss? Were a man come into the fullness
of his Soul — to be, wholly, that Divine Thing —
he could not endure the thought; his will would
be set on returning to earth, to share in human
suffering and point the way for the unfortunate
to that self-knowledge which brings peace. He
would work forever and ever for the glory of the
Divine: for the glory of the God innate in Man:
aware that because of the divinity within us,
we have the power to shape all human destiny
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towards perfection. I tell you, the god within
us awaits! 4

To the blind beggar by the roadside, what a
song in his heart knowledge of Reincarnation
would be! Then first he would understand that
a bright future and high achievements might be
awaiting him; his fate would no longer appear
something mysterious and terrible for which he
could never be compensated,— no longer some
punishment afflicted upon him by an omnipo-
tent and vindictive power,— but a ministration
of the Law that fashions from suffering godlike des-
tinies for men, apportioned to him that he might
build up his character for a more royal birth.

He would understand that there was hope for
him; that all his darkness would be made clear;
that a day would come when his inner longings
would be much more than mere unattainable as-
pirations; that he might then and there be pre-
paring noble fortunes for himself. The Gods
await!

Life is not cruel; there is no injustice in it.
In the light of Reincarnation, the sufferings we
considered unjust lose the sting of their sup-
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posed injustice and become easy to endure. We
come to look on them as blessings, because means
of liberation and our chief incentives to growth.
Experience and pain are our teachers. We are
reminded constantly by the difficulties we have
to overcome of the majestic mercy of the Law.

Life exists only for service: we live in order
that we may serve. Hold to that idea in your
hour of trouble, and you will accept your diffi-
culties graciously, as a gift graciously given: you
will not think of them as pangs and burdens to
be endured, but as beautiful fires to purify and
set free. :

— Not that one should be humble in the
ordinary sense. We should hold our heads high;
there is altogether too much of the other thing.
We are quite too submissive to our own weak-
nesses. If you have strived with your whole
soul and with a trust impossible to break; and
still the thought is forced upon you that your
position has not changed nor your stumbling-
block been removed: if you find yourself com-
pelled to say, Though I have lifted myself up
toward my ideals, and approached the Divine
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within me daily, I am not set free; — take
courage yet again; it is the time to do so. The
thing you have struggled against in vain may be-
come a blessing; it may be the very saving power
in your life,— holding you back in the place
where alone you could learn the lesson you most
need to learn.

Thus, though our minds have been under
serious shadows, adversity should but leave us
with the solution of our problems: teaching us
the secret of readjusting our lives; — because it
is the aspirations of our own souls that kindle the
fires in which we are tried; and we may find a
glory in suffering, disappointment, and heartache,
and understand the sublime comfort of the change
called death.

If the errors of the past did not produce their
results, that we might learn from them the lessons
they are to teach: if life were without struggle,
work, and effort: we should be things on the face
of the earth, and not Souls as we are. Only by
means of these can we draw near to truth and
gain a sense of the largeness of life, of eternity,
of the augustness of the laws that hold us in their
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keeping. Only so can we find the way to live
the real life, which is altogether cheerful, opti-
mistic, radiant with generous affection: the life
that sees no terminus in the grave, nor any limit
to its vistas in birth or death.

Thus Reincarnation gives us room and time
to grow, as Nature provides soil and season for
the flowers: to grow and to‘learn what life and
the world can teach us, and to acquire use of the
godlike qualities of our inner selves and the light
hidden within the Soul of Man which alone can
illumine the path we must tread and enable us
to solve the stern and awful problems, the pathetic
problems, life so unceasingly sets before us; and
to know its unspeakable beauties as well.

We advance from age to age and from heights
to greater heights forever. Understanding this,
the old become young again in spirit, and the
young look out on the world with a new joy.

The days are long and the path is wide: Go
forward, then, with far-seeing hope and trust,
towards the Great Ultimate! “The Gods await!”
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