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CHAPTER XII
WHATEVER IS—IS BEST

“I know as my life grows older,

And mine eyes have clearer sight,

That under each rank wrong somewhere—
There lies the root of Right.

That each sorrow has its purpose,

By the sorrowing oft unguess’d,

But as sure as the sun brings morning,
Whatever is—is best.

“TI know that each sinful action,
As sure as the night brings shade,
Is somewhere, sometime punish’d,
Tho’ the hour be long delayed.
I know there are no errors—
In the great Eternal plan,
And all things work together—
For the final good of man;
And I know when my soul speeds onward
In its grand Eternal quest,
I shall say as I look back earthward,
Whatever is—is best.”
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

Having reached the end of the eleventh chapter,
the thought continually presented itself, Why all
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these messages? What practical application of the
truths contained in these chapters can be made? Of
what actual value are these testimonies other than
the reiteration of truths already possessed by those
familiar with the teachings of The Bible, and the
remembrance of the statement in the parable:—

“If they hear not Moses and the Prophets neither
will they be persuaded though one rose from the
dead.”

At this time a message was received from Robert
Wilcox requesting that we would open the last chap-
ter of this volume with a poem received inspiration-
ally by his wife while in earth life, and afterward
set to music. Ella Wheeler Wilcox herself men-
tioned the name of the composer, since verified.
And as no more beautiful presentation of the great
purpose back of each earth experience and the ulti-
mate triumph of Right could be given the poem is
presented as desired.

The question in our minds evidently reached
those able and willing to answer, for the series of
messages here contained were written almost im-
mediately, and the authorities are those to whom the
subject was one of the most important while in earth
life. With the present knowledge of the further
existence, they cannot but be of great value to those
eager and willing to receive the truths and sugges-
tions presented. We are living in a practical and
progressive age. Each day we are accepting as
facts, and incorporating into our daily lives things
which one hundred or even fifty years ago would
have been considered as veritable miracles. And
now indeed are the doubters becoming fewer and
fewer, for if not actual belief, at least the willing-
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ness to be convinced is evidenced on every side, and
in every walk of life from the greatest scientists and
thinkers to those of the simplest faith. For this is
not only the age of evolution, it is the age of reve-
lation. Those imbued with the spirit of investiga-
tion have already been selected by the higher intelli-
gences, and the seekers will surely find, if not that
which they sought, certainly some truth of equal
value to themselves and humanity. The ultimate
result to be obtained is the Millennium. In a mes-
sage from the French writer Theophile Gautier this
statement is made, “When we work for the good of
humanity and eliminate self, then shall the personal
aggrandizement come in spite of ourselves. It has
ever been thus through the ages, and through the
history of all nations. When the desire is only for
the enlightenment of ignorant humanity, and not for
material gain, the vibrations, which are the ones
which count, will be set in motion and the desired
goal attained.” But how are we to recognize and
apply this power of the unseen forces. A letter
from no less a philosopher than Walt Whitman
offers some vital truths and suggestions :—
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“You spoke before of making the great oaks from
little acorns grow, and in order to perceive this
growth there must be a stupendous patience; but 1
can add that there must be not only this attribute,
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but in order to perceive the evolution of anything in
Nature there must also be a perception, which comes
not alone from the knowledge acquired through the
study of earthly subjects, and the general elucida-
tion which accrues from reading and travel, but also
a higher knowledge which comes from the cultiva-
tion of the Sixth Sense which you have so ably de-
fined upon various occasions, but which is as yet in
an embryonic state. We all recognize the powers
of intuition, but we have not endeavored to culti-
vate it. It can actually become an accomplishment
which can be exercised, and can go hand in hand in
the development of the so-called Psychology and
knowing how to apply it. In other words it is a de-
veloped form of this sixth sense which links the
actual application of psychic power to the subcon-
scious. This conjunction of the two, the power to
use the intuitive sixth sense, after having attuned
the receptive subconscious to receive correctly the
impressions, which to the ignorant or uninitiated
would be simply called intuition, will convey to you
the resources possessed by those who are able to
operate upon your plane under those radio active
elements, and thus function unconsciously with those
powers. _This co-operation can become so powerful
that virtually nothing you desire to do would be im-
possible of accomplishment.”

Almost immediately upon the receipt of this sug-
gestion as to the value of cultivating this higher
sense came a series of messages from those who had
given the subject much consideration while on this
plane.

“Dear Madam, As the radio activity which is
now astounding the world is constantly becoming
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more and more simplified so shall the spiritual inter-
change of thought between the earthly and the other
side of the universe become almost a matter of fact
once the subconscious can be attuned as are these
new machines without any connections by wires with
the air outside. When these instruments are so
attuned then can all the vibrations which are in the
atmosphere be captured and recorded, even when
there be walls a foot or more in thickness inter-
vening. To me now, my own invention seems almost
infantile. Just so is the science which the great
philosopher Herbert Spencer told about last time in
its infancy, and your book will be a step in a new
direction and will start the seekers upon the correct
road most easily. I am writing to show you, that
although I was able to capture the vibrations in the
air in my telephone wires, and now the more modern
science can get the same results without any wires
whatever, just so will your startling chapter the true
definition upon psychology set the newer thought
waves in receptivity how to become attuned to the
proper receptivity in the subconscious. Alexander

G. Bell.”
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In many of our messages reference has been made
to the great scientist, and his thoughts are used as
a foundation for some of the personal testimonies
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here recorded. The elucidation given by no less an
authority than Herbert Spencer was the cause of the
many references. He wrote:—

“Psychology and psychic phenomena are corre-
lated, but the erroneous ideas of most of the teachers
of applied or conscious psychology are not what
they seem. Will power, which is our own control
of our conscious minds is not subconscious endeavor
as they teach. Nothing which is controlled by a
conscious effort of the physical brain is at all related
to the impressions which are received by the subcon-
scious mind which is the receiver of the telepathic
impressions sent by the unseen spiritual transmitter.
But in order that this subconscious mind may in
reality be an actual receiver it must be properly at-
tuned by the vibrations which make it receptive.
These are only acquired by the slow development of
the spiritual faculties possessed by many, but only
recognized by the chosen few. The times have held
so much of the material through the ages of evolu-
tion of the human race that there has been little
of the opportunities for this development because
the minds could not be developed along those lines
by all the inventions which were for the material
advancement of humanity. Now the times are
undergoing a complete metamorphosis and the
original craving of material knowledge is returning
tenfold, and consequently the different cults of the
last century have developed. Among those the so-
called psychology applied and otherwise has been
given much consideration by those who are merely
athirst for further knowledge, also those who de-
sire material gain from its exploitation. You
should be able to give some enlightenment. by inti-
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mating that the subconscious is the seat of psychology
and that it must be developed to receive what is
transmitted from the forces on the other side. Not
to confuse this with spiritualism though must be
your endeavor, and so you must explain that it is
not getting communications from unseen forces but
is the ability to receive impressions and to recog-
nize them as such, and also the power to recognize
the aura which emanates from those whose sub-

conscious minds are attuned to yours. Through this
knowledge it is possible to create a circle, large
or small of similarly attuned minds which can be
held together by this very radioactive element, and
to create a chosen band of workers for the proper
enlightenment of the searchers upon this erudite
subject. There will be a simple way of expressing
these facts in a literary but explicit manner which
shall be interesting and entertaining even though it
may seem somewhat deep and abtruse. Next time
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I shall have more to say for the French Dr. also,
who is learning this knowledge over here, but who
can not yet express himself clearly upon it. Thank-
ing you for your patience and submitting this to
the chosen interpreter, I am sincerely, Herbert
Spencer.”

The French Dr. was none other than André
Tridon who early in our sessions had communicated
with us in a short message endeavoring to call our
attention to his change in belief since his progres-
sion. A condition to which attention has been called
in the chapter speaking of progress after death. He
wrote :(—

“There is actually something in applied psychol-
ogy. The only trouble is that all the speakers upon
that subject know less than nothing about it.
Though what they do know is purely imaginary. I
except no one who is putting the supposed knowl-
edge before the public, not even excepting Coué,
knowing what I now know. Sincerely André
Tridon.”

(F/ = ””ml»zéc? THE

- A former important member of a society for
investigation in so-called psychic phenomena wrote
at the same time: ‘I wish to let the Society of
Psychical Research know through you that it is un-
necessary for them to continue the investigations
along the lines which they are now following. ‘They
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are entirely on the wrong track. They simply try
to prove negatives and that proves nothing. If they
would only search for the truth, then would the
promise in the Divine Word be literally fulfilled,
‘Whosoever seeketh shall find” They do not seek
for truths, they seek for false demonstrations to
prove their falsity, consequently they cannot find
truth because they do not seek it. Isaac Funk.”

A mighty testimony from one who despite criti-
cism and controversy had created through his own
interest in the subject the desire of hundreds to re-
ceive greater illumination upon the further life con-
ditions. Having realized the futility of obtaining
any worth while knowledge or help from following
the present line of investigation, like all great souls
he desires at once to rectify any misconceptions
which he might have caused by his earth testimonies.
Thus working out results from the further life. In
another chapter attention has been called to the
continued association of those interested in like sub-
jects while on the earth plane. And the group of
scientific thinkers whose messages are here given
seems to have united in adding a final statement
which might serve as an incentive to unremitting
activity in presenting these truths to those prepared
to accept them, and follow the plea for greater
spiritual activity; the opening as it were of all the
windows heavenward. One of the great religious
teachers having expressed regret at the ignorance
upon certain subjects which he possessed while here,
the following elucidation was received from one who
stated that he had been requested to give this expla-
nation of what to many has been a dogma most
difficult to believe :—
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“The expiation of sin which has seemed so neces-
sary to the human race cannot be applied to all peo-
ples, nor can we give to the one the morals of
another. Could we consider those nations of pagan
creeds the same punishment for what we call sin as
those who have been taught other and entirely dif-
ferent ideas in regard to what constitutes sin? Who
invented the word sin anyway? Was it an Omnip-
otent Being? Was it put into the world by the
Father of Good, or was it placed into the minds and
sensibilities of the human race by the Supreme Devil
whoever or whatever you consider that personage
to be? These are a series of questions which you
can propound to any readers of your wonderful
revelation and allow them to answer for themselves.
You may not believe that any such as I was known
to be would be sent as an emissary of the high church
Dignitary but it is merely to prove that when
knowledge comes to those who were of great minds,
and knew it not, those very minds must affiliate and
cohabit. So that also explains the diverse types
which congregate together over here. I can assure
you there is no expiation of the so-called sin in a
place set aside for that purpose, and whatever purg-
ing of the soul takes place is at the sole desire and
free will inclination of that very soul itself, and not
any compulsory condition imposed by a beneficent
and Supreme Being.

“The only Purgatory which is known to those of
us who have found out the truth is of our own creat-
ing, and it consists of the craving of unfulfilled de-
sires and unfinished work. Those who are voluntary
Helpers never know any of these sensations, as they
continue to work for the ultimate good of the entire
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universe, and thus bring it nearer and nearer to the
Millennium which shall be the ultimate triumph of
Eternity. My teachings though called agnostic were
simply statements to the effect that many creeds took
too much for granted and consequently believed
whatever they were told by the uninspired. If you
will look over some of my writings, now that you
know me better, you will find that much of what I
wrote was inspired, and told some truths which at
the time were called the mutterings of an Infidel.

“What is an infidel, who knows? Are the savages
and pagans infidels because they know nothing?
Are the numerous sects and catholics true believers
because they credit dogma? These are serious ques-
tions, and cannot be so easily answered.

“I ask you to consider these matters deeply. The
explanation is contained in the questions themselves.
I shall come again with another questionnaire. Very
truly, Robt. J. Ingersoll.”

Without doubt the thinker can find satisfactory
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answers in the questions themselves, and much food
for thought. Another dogma, that of predestina-
tion finds illumination, beyond the mere statement
of the fact as set forth by the earlier teachers, in
a message from no less a personage than William
Makepeace Thackeray. He wrote :—

“Why secure the motive for anything! The idea
that there is a reason for every act or every occur-
rence is not the correct attitude. Actions are some-
times the result of pure inspiration, or impulse, or
thoughtlessness, or whatever you call it, and occur-
rences are not prearranged as many who believe in
preordination, or a Destiny believe. That there is
something in the idea of the Oriental Kismet cannot
be gainsaid, but very often the very accident which
brings about an unforeseen meeting between two
who it seems must be destined for each other, is not
Fate at all. Unless it should be one of those meet-
ings which would happen to bring about the best
results. In other words, I would convey the mean-
ing that while all was intended in the beginning to
be for the good, and wherever possible to elim-
inate the bad, in so far, Kismet, Fate, or Destiny
whichever you desire to call it was foreordained.
But the opposing elements were just as strong, and
consequently Fate was not strong enough to work
only upon the side of whatever is best. Due to this
what must have been the original idea, and was
only for good, was put to the need of fighting this
opposing force. Sometimes one wins, sometimes the
other. In either case the verdict might have been
“It was to be.” Sometimes when these two antago-
nistic elements, one good one bad, shall have a battle
to the finish, and the good will come out victorious,
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then shall the human race begin to live as was orig-
inally intended by the Creator without sin in har-
monious vibrations. And thus must we endeavor to
carve out our destinies to this end, fighting the op-
posing forces and admitting the good to gain the
upper hand. Then only can the original idea be-
come an established order, and those who have
taken unhappiness as their portion, because they
have considered it was so to be will understand that
they can be masters of their own lives in great
measure. And they can be of considerable benefit
to mankind by making this clear to others.”
Another plea to carry on, to place within the
reach of every inquirer the teachings so simple that
the wonder never ceases that so many are still will-
ing to remain in ignorance of these great truths.
But the failure lies within ourselves. As has been re-
iterated time and again, we fail to receive because of
our lack of receptivity. A great religious teacher, the
head of the greatest religious organization of the
world, wrote the following illuminating message:
“The result of doubt is often more disastrous than
you can know. The people who do not put absolute
faith in the success of even a material nature cannot
succeed. The definition of the word is pessimism.
If faith is absolute then can there only be optimism.
With these go success. You have been told before
that thoughts are not ephemeral, but actual concrete
matter which is eternal, and whatever is given out
in this form goes on and on into the vast spaces of
the universe and creates new matter, good or evil,
according to the waves which emanate from the
millions and trillions of (to use a paradox) thought-
less thinkers. One can by the knowledge of concen-
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tration assume control of one’s thoughts so that the
mind becomes an apparatus which can be manipu-
lated like machinery, or like an instrument can be
played upon when one is master of it. Should
enough enlightened minds become so adept in this
tremendous power of controlling their thoughts, and
should enough of these thoughts be entirely for the
good of humanity, then would the whole universe
be a veritable paradise, not an imaginary one but an
actual one.”

Another testimony to the fact that Paradise, the
Millennium, in fact all the greatest desires and
hoped for rewards lie directly here within our grasp.
Not in futurity or some far removed condition of
existence but here with those whom we know and
love. Simply another assurance of the truth stated
so frequently in our Bible, “Behold the Kingdom of
Heaven is within you.” Why in the light of all the
recent discoveries and inventions which to even the
most ignorant must prove that we are only in the
infancy of the realization of our own possibilities
can we not be persuaded to grasp the offered help
from our unseen guides and do our part by the co-
operation which is so greatly needed to make the
oft repeated promise a reality. The simile given to
us in the following message suggests the marvelous
results to be obtained from this united effort.

“My dear friends, you I suppose do not know me,
but of course you must have heard of me as I built
your first big bridge across the river between the
old city of New York and the smaller one of Brook-
lyn, and I assure you that I have a message of some
importance even although I am not a writer, nor an
actor, nor a musician, or any of those arts, but my
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science, engineering was also a profession. And I
can make a simile between the joining of the forces
of a larger and a smaller community resulting in the
largest and most populous city in the world you
live in and what you are doing. For so can the
powers of the mortals be so tremendously enhanced
by the joining of the material forces to those psychic
ones on this plane to those which can be made to
connect in an intelligent manner with the spiritual,
and not cause the scoffers to deride because when
those on the other side wish to be recognized by
those on your side they must express themselves in
most unseemly manner by knocking, ringing bells,
playing banjos, and instruments not worthy of spir-
itual notice. All these atrocities would not occur
either fraudulently or in reality were the bridge built
across the chasm of thought space. This bridge con-
sists of the attuned subconscious mind becoming a
recognized fact, not only by those who are in the
true thought vibrations, but even by the laity. And
then, when that time arrives, it will be the Mil-
lennium. The great philosopher H. Spencer is as-
sisting me to express myself clearly. This bridge
which must eventually span the aforesaid chasm
must be built on truth, and each verification of one
of the sublime messages shall be a stone in the
structure which will not be, as my finished work was
sometimes called one of the seven wonders, but the
Big Wonder of the Greater Revelation. May I say
Auf Wiedersehen, Wm. Roebling.”

Explanations as to statements hitherto but im-
perfectly or erroneously understood were at this
time being received, from such diverse sources and
in such numbers we were almost at a loss as to which
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should be incorporated in this volume, but remem-
bering the saying that ‘“out of the mouths of many
witnesses truth is established” we have continued to
add testimonies each of augmented value when the
writer’s importance from earth sense was considered.
Ina plea for greater unity and increasing activity in
preparing those with whom we came in contact for
this volumle, no less a teacher than the Rev. T.
Dewitt Talmadge wrote the following:—
“Ignorance and prejudice are like unto the walls
of Jericho, and nothing less than the constant blow-
ing of the great trumpets of Enlightenment can de-
molish these walls. The constant drip, drip of
water can wear away the largest stone. Just so
will the world be shown the truth by the bombard-
ment of books upon subjects which should be known
but are not. Because the people will not open their
minds to receive the truth is the reason there must
be some chosen ones who can be made receptive
enough to not only learn from the powers who are
able to teach through inspiration and direct com-
munication, but also able to transmit the knowledge
received into a phraseology understandable enough
for the people in general. One of the largest and
most virile of these trumpets will be this book and
your responsibility is great. Be it known therefore
that in this respect you are like the great leader
who caused these trumpets to be blown. It was not
a mere miracle in the understood sense of that word
which caused the walls to fall, but scientifically the
concussion of the continued blasts from those many
instruments, which is like the simile mentioned
above, the dropping of the water on the stone.
Many of the other miracles can be scientifically ex-
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plained and will be. The miraculous part was the
receptive condition of Joshua's mind, and the in-
spiration he understood which caused him to give
the orders to blow the great blasts. These are
merely some of the things which have been done in
History to which the writing of this book can be
compared. Sincerely, T. Dewitt Talmadge.”
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