




































































































































































































































































































































































































TOWARDS THB .STARS· 1:81 

A second later the. voice was: speaking .to Mrs·. 
Evans. . . • -. 

CABADOc EvANs-Say your name again-slowly. 
The voice returned to Mr. Evans. • . . ·: 
.. Edward," it said; and all the sitters heard it. 
CilAooc Ev AN-Good -God I You're .no~? 
.. I am Edward W~ht," said the voice. 
CAIW)()c EvAN-How are you, old bloke? 
EDWARD WRIGHT-I am very. happy. , • 
CARADOC EvANs-Tell me where your wife is 

living? 
EDWARD WRIGHT-Henfield. 
CARADOC EvANs-List4!n to me, my. lad. Bet you 

can't say her name.- • 
EDWARD WRIGHT-Emmie. 
CARAnoc EvANs-Talk to my wife.· .:-
EDWARD WRIGHT (to Mrs. E1'ans)-Hallo, Rose. 

I want to thank you lor being so good to my little 
girl. . . 

Mas. EvANs-Whom do you· think we are going 
to see this week-end? 

EDWARD WRIGHT-Emmie and Rowland. 
C.ARADOC EVANS-I say, Wrigh~ old bloke, did 

you come and see my r.tay? 
.E»w ARD WRIGHT- • Taffy ''-yes. 
CARADoc EVANS-Liar I 
EDWARD WRIGHT (laugking}-1 did. 
CARADOC EVANS-ls there here anyone who had a 

lot to do with it ? 
EDWARD WRIGHT (toho.H voic, 90111 rian41 

bi/ore Miles Mall,so•)--You did it very well. 
MILES MALLESON-1 did not know I was producing 

for an unseen audience. 
CARADOC EVANS • (havin,1 ~sl&sd a 1'nsonal 

r:~~Ofl, abovt " sic1i frien,d,~ay good ni~ht to 

EDWARD WRIGHT (latting M'fs. Evau t1'-rH 
times on kn chHk)-Good night, Rose. (MO'Oing 
to M-,. E'Dans a,ul 1'attin,g him also Of& t1'• cl11k anil. 
tovcking 1'i.r 1uantl} Good ni~ht, old man. 

There then •rpeared a sparit voice whicli went and 
addressed itsel to M'rs. Bradley by name, saying 
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11 Mabel, I am Aunt Carrie. 0 This is anoth.er 
remarkable incident as no one in the room, with 'die 
e~P-tion of my wife and myself, knew that my 
wife s aunt had died two days before. She talked 
in a clear voice for quite a considerable time. • • ·• 

H.D.B.-How long is it since you passed away? 
At1NT CARRm-On Monday. 
H.D.B.-Will you please tell me if the ceremony 

has been performed? 
AtJNT CARRIE-No, not yet. Frank (tke name of 

h,e,, dead husband) met me on the other side. 
H.D.B.-Tell me, was there any period of uncon­

sciousness when your spirit left the body ? 
AUNT CARll1E-None whatever. 
H.D.B.-Do you remember just recently an 

incident in which you referred to Frank ? 
AUNT CARRIE-Yes, he came to me one night and 

comforted me and tucked me up in bed.1 

The spirit of Mrs. De Wyckofrs mother talked to 
Mrs. De Wyckoff for some time on personal matters~ 
some of t'1e more intimate passages being particularly 
humorous. 

The spirit of Sadie Morgan also talked to Mrs. De 
Wyckoff. One remark which Mrs. De Wyckoff 
could not understand was understood by Mr. Caradoc 
Evans, whereon the trumpet came in front of Mr. -
Evans's mouth, saying: "Thank you, sir." 

Then a voice-very indistinct-spoke to Mr. 
Miles Malleson. Various names suggested were 
answered by " No." • 

CARADOC Ev ANS-Ethel Morgan? -.. _ 
THE Vo1cE (some.,hat cheekily}-And how do 

you know my name? . -, . 
She said that she had acted with Mr. Malleson at -

the Vaudeville Theatre in the revue "Now and, 
Then,,, that she had danced with him on the stage,. 

1 Her Aunt Came had mentioned to my wife a little while 
previous to her death that just recently, when she was 
feeling very depressed, whilst in bed, she cried out : " Ob, 
Prank, I wiah you were with me now.,. The bedclothes 
were taken by Ullseen hands and ahe wu tucked up in • 
comfort. 
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and that she had had lunch with him. She added 
that she was in the chorus, and afterwards had gone 
to Paris where she died about a year ago. 

At the time of writing her identity has not been 
established. 

CHAPTER IX 

The· spirit of Sir Arl1'1'f' Conan Doyle•, bf'othlf'-lnttutinct 
-voices-A dramaUc con'Ve1'sation witk George Cra'W/ord. 
w1,.o says that he died. th1'ough O'Vlf'•eating. 

February 15. 19i4. 

Te1s •nee I should . regard as one of the least 
successful. The sitting was held in my study at 
Dorincourt and there were present, in addition to 
my wife, myself, and George Valiantine, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, Mr. Stuart Hodgson (editor of 
the Daily News) Mr. Robert Lynd (the brilliant 
essayist), Miss Aikman and Mr. De Wyckoff. 

The conditions did not seem to be favourable, and 
it was twenty minutes or more before there were any 
manifestations. Then a spirit voice addressed itself 
to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and announced itself 
to be his brother, Innes Doyle. This spirit voice 
stayed for some time and appeared anxious to get 
his communications through. The voice, however, 
was very indistinct. Innes stated that he had 
materialized for Sir Arthur in New York. When 
asked where, the voice said .. At Mr. Miller's. In a 
three-storey house near Fifth Avenue, on the ground 
floor of which antiques and jewellery were 
displayed." 

Sir Arthur announced that he liad attended a 
shnce at such a house in New York which was 
occupied by a Mr. Miller. He added that he 
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~arded' this. statement as of evidential value and that 
he had nbt mentioned this incident in any of his books. 

Sir Arthur inquired of the voice whether he knew 
any of the other sitters ih the ·room, and· at once it 
addressed itself to Mr. Stuart Hodgson : .. I met 
you at Oxford." This, Mr. Hodgson said, was 
correct. Mr. Hodgson endeavoured to get other 
evidential information, particularly regardini an 
incident at Richmond, but the voice was so indis­
tinct that it was practically impossible to interpret 
the replies. 

W.A. spoke to us and again expressed the wish 
that his father and Dorothy should be brought along 
in order that he could talk to them. 

The next voice addressed itself to Mr. Robert 
Lynd; this voice spoke to Mr. Lynd on three 
different occasions during the evening, but it was 
impossible to say to whom it belonged. 

George Crawford conversed with De Wyckoff. 
DB WYCKon-How··long is it since you passed 

away? 
GEORGE CRAWFORD-About eight years. 1 

DB WYCJCon-What was the name of the boat 
you ·were travelling on ? 

GEORGE CRAWFORD-The St. Paul.1 

DE WYCKOFF-Do you know now what was the 
nature· of the ·illness which caused you to pass away? 

GEORGE CRA_WFoao-Over-eating. • 
DE WYCKOFF-Do you remember your· burial ? 
GEORGE CRAWFORD-Yes-I was put in a bo~ with 

heavy weights.' • • • • .-• 
DE WYCKOFF-How is it that during all these 

years you have never before tried to communicate 
with me? • 

GEORGE CRAWFOR~I remained in a state of 
unconsciousness for a long· time. • 

These are indications of a few evidential questions 

1 Correct. 
• Correct. . . · . 
• Crawford weighed nearly twenty-five stone and had· an 

apoetite eq'1iva~ent to ,his weig~t~ • • • ·• 
'He was buried at sea. 
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put by De Wyckoff. In every case an answer was 
given correctly, and at the end Crawford said : " I 
think I have given you enough." 

During the evening only two of the spirit guides 
appeared-Bert Everett at the start and, towards the 
close, high up in the room, Kokum, loud in Yolume 
but emittinr only short sentences. 

CHAPTER X 

My son Pat at a stance-A mused by Kokum-" Right that 
children ore taught the -wonderful t1'uth." 

February 16. 1924-

MY son Pat, who is an extremely virile seven-year­
old, had been persistent in his demands that he 
should be allowed to sit at a seance and talk to 
the spirits. Since he is far more intelligent in 
fundamental matters than the average member of 
Parliament, I saw no reason to deny the gratification 
of his wishes. Furthermore, I regard the repression 
of any sincere desire in a child as stupid. 

There were just the four of us-Pat, his mother, 
myself, and George Valiantine. 

Within less than a minute the spirit voices appeared 
in quick succession. Bert Everett came first and 
spoke in an awfully nice way tQ Pat, saying how 
glad they all were to be able to talk to him. . Pat 
made a splendid sitter. He talked quickly and 
brightly, k:eeping the conversation going at a rapid 
pace. . 

Kokum came and Pat was amused with his-Indian 
accent. My sister Annie was delighted. She and 
Pat chatted together in a really charming war. Pat 
said it was splendid to be able to spe~ to his aunt. 
During the general talk which Annie pad with us, 
in answer to a question she· said that it was entirely 
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right that Pat sb6ul~ be given the opportunity -to 
learn this wonderful .truth at so earl1 an age. 
. Another of the gu1dfes, Hawk Chief, talli:ed to Pat, 
so also did Dr. Barnett. • • 

My wife asked :Dr.· ·~arnett if he thought Pat was 
too young to attend a· &nee, an:(J he replied that it 
was absolutely right that all~ ,children should be 
taught that actual • q>mmunicatiori with spirits is 
possible. • : • 

The sitting las~d about twenty minutes-twenty 
minutes replete with ~ simplicity and beauty which 
one seldom meets in life. . 

Throughout my SQn ·exhibited npt the faintest trace 
of nervousness. He was realty 1disappointed that the 
seance was not con~in,ued longer. 

ca~PTER XI 

Mr. Cha,.les Sykes' surprise-A s1>trit cl&tld t,1.ays with a 
1'attle. • 

Febnar, 16, 1924-

A $ECOND wonderful ~ance in one day. This was 
a spontaneous sitting. I rang up Mr. Charles 
Sykes, and he and his wife motored down to Dorin­
court.. These two, with myself and my wife, sat with 
V aliantine. This was only t~~ • second experience 
of Mr. and Mrs. Sykes. The ·first had taken place 
on Ft:bruary 8, wh:en the r~sults were comparatively 
negative. . On this occas1on, ·however, there was 
complete harmony 4111ongst ti.e: sitters, and the 
results were extraordinary. Six of the guides 
appeared : Bert Ev~rett, Kokum:, Pat O'Brien, Hawk 
Chief, Honey, and· Dr. Barnett; and four other 
spirits. . • 

The spirit voice of Mrs. Sykef mother spoke to 
her, calling her by her Cbristbln name of .. Jessica ... 
She had died when Mrs. Sykes; was quite younJ.· 
Regarding this incident, I will give Mrs. Sykes s 
own description : ; 
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. ; ••. After we had been sitting about five minutes :a 
curious cold -draught began to creep about the circle. 
T,he ,room· was small -and was adequately heated by 
a radiator. We were fiv:e people including • the 
iffl.~ium, · and this number, in itself, seemed to ·me 
significant. . 
•/'; I was the second sitter to be summoned; a cold 

soft,- small hand . rested for. a second on my -right 
hand which was placed upon my knee. It ;Was 
-sur(ounded by astral light and .. two fingers and. a 
t~umb were fully materialized. Soon after this touch 
I heard my name being called in a faint and yearn­
ing-murmur. I begged the speaker to raise the voice 
a little more and say who it was. It said it was my 
mother and answered my questions in mono­
syllables. I said : • Are you happy? ' and ' Is 
my sister with you? ' The voice, however, did not 
gain much in strength, and after kissing me through 
the trumpet, departed, to give place to more robust 
communicants. My mother had passed over when 
I was three years of age, so of course I can remember 
nothing of her.~• · 

'. 

. Several voices then claimed our attention, • some­
times even two at a time wanted to be heard. 
• W.A. came and spoke to us all in clear and 

distinct tones for some time. It .is useless to record 
this -conversation, since W.A. has already given a 
mass of evidential information which is recorded in 
this.book. 
:.•.My wife's relative, Carrie, who has previously 
given evidential information, also came and spoke 
to my wife· and· myseJf. . · . 
, Mr. Charles Sykes is, in 'addition to·being a great 

artist, a brilliant psychologist; lie is a keen observer 
and had, until recently, been extremely sceptical and 
disinclined to accept any phenomena alleged to be 
supernatural. · . • • 

;-,A spirit voice addressed Jtself to Mr. Charles 
Sykes, and I give his· description• of the incident in 
his own words : • 
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. . .. I was addressed by a voice about a f®t • away 
from my face as ' Charley·.• This surprised me 
because I am now accustomed to Chas (Chasse), 
Charles or Sykie. • 

"It was spoken with a Yorkshire accent familiar 
to me when a boy. 

" My mind at this moment was occupied with 
thoughts of my father and a wry dear friend who 
was clrowned. I asked two or three times who was 
speaking before I could clearly distinguish the name 
• Aunt Charlotte,' who was far away from my 
thoughts. 

'• To make sure I asked how lipng it was since 
she 1)85Sed over. ' Three years,• came the answer 
rapidly. This I knew to be correct. Then I plied 
questions and got answers. 

'• 1 Do you know Hannah is ill? ' (I said 
•Hannah' instead of• my mother.') 

" • Yes, I have seen her, Charley.' 
u I had recently visited my mother, whose 

doctor had given • up any hope of her recovery 
from an illness. She had impressed me as one 
resigned. . .... _ 

11 • Do you know I have tried to understand her? ' 
" • Yes.' 
11 • Did she understand me? ' 
" • Not so well as you understood her.' 
" ' Is she resigned ? • 
111 Not yet.' 
•' • Can you tell me the name of the husband of 

Hannah?' 
" I could not catch the answer clearly enough. 
" ' What did Hannah call him ? ' 
•' ' Sam. Sam,' was repeated. This was her pet 

name for iny father. 
" • Do you ever see mv father? ' 
u 'Yes, and Charles Xavier too' 1 (who was his 

brother). 
'• ' Is my father interested in the Tutankhamen 

Tomb?'·· • 
1 All these answers were correct and the ' names were 

volunteered by the spirit. 
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" • Yes, he is making great progress with his 
studies.' 

11 • Then he still likes Egyptology? ' 
11 • Yes, but he Ukes hls study of French much 

lQOte.' 
"My father had taken up the study of the French 

language and literature at the age of fifty-five, and 
two or three years later had taken himself and a 
bicycle to France and roamed over the country to try 
his tongue. 

" • Does he still continue with Freemasonry ? 1 

" • It is not necessary.' 
" ' I am asking more questions when I am kissed 

Good night, Charley.' " 

Each spirit which appeared during this evening 
spoke easily and distinctly and at length. Of the 
guides, Pat O'Brien was i,articularly humorous when 
talking to Mr. and Mrs. Sykes. 

The little childish voice D.f Honey was quite 
fascinating. The child appeared to be running around 
the room and talked to us all in turn. By chance I 
remembered that at the top of one of the book-cases 
in my study there was one of the little rattles which 
they gave away at the MidniJ.ht Frolics. Whilst 
Honey was there I asked my w1f e to take this up and 
put it in front of her. Honey topk the rattle and 
rushed round the room at a terrific pace, shaking it. 

At the end of the sitting Dr. Barnett asked whether 
we 'wished to ask him any questions. In reply to 
the first he dealt with paintings and sculpture on the 
hi~her spheres, and then in reply to a question of 
mine he gave a long and explicit discourse on 
chemistry and the mediods. by which the spirits were 
able to materialize their voices on the ether waves and 
so communicate with us on earth. It was a brilliant 
and amazing study . . 
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CHAP.TER XII 

At w1'k~ ~tlii,ag ""''"''• 

Fdnu,ry 17, 1924-. 
AT this sitting there were present Mr. and Mrs. De 
W_l'c:koff, my wife, myself, and Valiantine .. 

We sat from half to three-quarters of an hour, but 
nothing whatever tran~pired with the exception of a 
few rappings, and the sitt\ng was abandoned. • 

Cl:-IAPTER XIII 

Annie speaks to my /athe'f: she is O'IJe'l'joyetl-Pat O'Brien's 
Irish b-,oxue. • 

F~bt'114f'3.' 18, 19a4-

AT this sitting ther~ were present my wife, my father 
(aged eighty-four), myself, and George Valiantine. 

Manifestations occurred within about ten minutes, 
and Bert Everett, Kokum, Pat O'Brien, Hawk Chief, 
and Dr. Barnett talked for some considerable time. 

Annie was overjoyed and excited that our father 
was present. She talked at a much more rapid pace 
than usual and was particularly distinct. 

She thanked me for bringing my father, and whilst 
she Wt!$ being asked some questions by him, she 
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rushed over to me and said : " Tell him not to ask 
,me about - 11 (She gave the full Christian and 
surname. 1} 

She also spoke of various relatives and friends to 
my father. 

She stayed for some considerable time with us and 
our discussions were naturally of quite a personal 
nature. 

W.A. came and was pleased to find old Mr. Bradley 
there and talked with him for a while. 

As I had previously found, when a small circle is 
sitting the spirit guides talk to us at greater length. 
Bert Everett and my father had a long chat on life 
on other spheres and. Pat O'Brien also talked. with 
him. 

My father has not lost, although he has lived many 
years in England, his rich,· Irish brogue, and .it was 
quite extraordinary to bear these two Irish voices­
his. and Pat O'Braen's--talking humorou$ly together 
of Ireland and the spirit life. 

1 This refers to an incident :in her earth life. It was first 
introduced by me at Arlena Towers. See page 1,7. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

A ,,a•c• at· th.I British College of Psy,hi& Scie"'e-Tv,o 
_spirits 11>eak in Ge,ma'lf--'.'-A ,,mcism o/ sj>iritulists. 

February 19, 1924. 

ON this eveninr George Valiantine sat at the J;Jritish 
College of Psychic Science .. 

De Wyckoff and myself were present, and in 
additio.n there wer.e eight -.i~bers of the C(,l~ege : 
Mr. and Mrs. Hewart McKenzie, Mrs. de CresJ!gny, 
Mrs. St. Clair Stobart, Captain .Ben Hi , an 
Austrian lady (Miss Eisner), Mr. Schofield, and Miss 
Debenish. • . • . • 

During the evening three of tm: spirit guides spoke 
clearly and distinctly, but only jn short sentences; 
they were Bert Everett, Hawk Chief, and Dr. Barnett. 
It must be understood that the medium knew nobody 
in the room either by face or by name, with the 
exception of Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie (whom he had 
met on one other occasion), Mr. De Wyckoff and 
myself. 

A spirit voice addressed itself to Mrs. St. Clair 
Stobart, saying that it was Lionel, her son. He spoke 
to her of his children, who were under the care of 
Mrs. Stobart, and also of other personal matters. 

The spirit of a Dr. Peebles spoke to both Mr. and 
Mrs. McKenzie. 

A spirit addressed itself to Mrs. de Crespigny and 
another to Captain Ben Hicks, giving the name of 
Harry Ackerland. Ackerland and Captain Hicks 
talked about matters connected with the United 
States. The spirit voice referred to Captain Hicks 
coming over on the same boat as his sister-in-law. 
This was the Aquita.nui which sailed from New York 
for Southampton on January 26.1 Harry Ackerland 
was a very close friend of Captain Hicks on earth. 

l Correct. 
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Feda appeared, strolled about the room, talking to 
everybody and addressinc everybody by his or her 
correct name. 

A v.oice addressed itself to the Austrian lady, say­
ing that it was her grandmother. The conversation 
opened in English and drifted into German .1 

Later the Austrian lady's mother came and con-
versed with her also in German. . 

The Bnce was fairly succ~ful, but the sitters did 
not appear to me to be very intelligent in keeping the 
conversation going. There was repetition of platitu­
dinous remarks and even these were stilted. I got 
sick of the same old question which took the form of : 
u Have you any message? " 

It is absolutely essential when a spirit voice 
appears to keep the conversation going, as this affects 
the vibrations. So far . I have found a considerable 
lack of brilliancy in the majority of spiritualists as 
~~versationalists. 

CHAPTER XV 

..t disaj>j,ointing slonce-..t coldness in tM -room-H,D.B. 
on questions and nidential reJ,lie.s-A spirit req"estetl 
to -retif'e-The af't o/ "drawing out" a spirit. 

February 20. 1924. 

THE seance was held in the dining-room at Dorin­
court. On this occasion I had invited the Society 
for • Psychical Research to ap~oint three anonymous 
sitters to make independent m~estigations. It was 
only after the sitting had been held that their 
identities were disclosed. They were : Dr. V. J. 
Woolley, Mr. E. J. Dingwall, Mr. E. Fielding. 

1 Valiantine knows no German. 
G 
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There were eleven sitters· in all, including Mrs. 
Tr~vers Smith, Miss' Cummings, Miss Estelle Stead, 
Mr. Bligh ~on~, De Wyckoff, my wife, myself and-
George Vahantine. • · 

This sitting was 0'1e of poverty so far as results 
were concerned. It wa$ half an hour before any voice 
was heard, but during this time several of the sitters 
had been touched at odd times by the trumpet-
including the representatives of the S.P .R. • • 

Bert Everett just said : 0 Good evening, souls~,. 
The voice came, as usual, from near the ceiling. On 
another occasion, 1'fhi1st a gram9phone tune was 
being played, Everett gave a loud and distinct laugh. 
On still another E-verett shouted 'to <>ne of the sitters: 
" Sit up straight, sir." 

Kokum gave us one short sentence, and Ur. 
Barnett spoke to us three times, the voice, as usual,· 
seeming to spring from the middle of the floor. 
First he greeted the assembly ; second : " Have 
patience, we are doing our best ".; third, a few words 
at the close of the sitting. 

The conditions appeared to be very poor. The 
mental attitude of some of the sitters was not only 
unsympathetic but repellent, and spirits are not 
slaves obeying the orders of humans. Since I have 
now acquired a considerable experience of how con­
ditions and sitters affect the vibrations and the spirit 
voice manifestations, I state it is my opinion that 
there was not harmony in the room. If a spirit 
speaks to a sitter and is not encouraged to continue 
or is received with a repelling cpldness this destroys 
the vibrations necessary to communication. 

In acquiring evidence of the. survival .of .the 
personality of a spirit the utmost care of course 
should be used in putting questions in such a form 
that the e~idential information is given by the spirit. 
At the same time, it i~ necessary to keep going: con­
versation, which may not be evidential until ·the 
communicant's power strengtheris. Then the in­
formation often comes through freely and fluently 
and of its own accord. This is the method I have 
used with successful results. • ··' 
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. ,' The first spirit voice. we. heard was one ~ddressing 
itself to Mr. Fielding. · It was extremely faint,·and 
indistinct. The spirit claimed to be Mr. Fielding's 
father. ... . 
:, ·.Mr. Fielding said : t' What is your nanie? • '.' • . · 
··.'.The reply was inaudible, al.though . the question 

was. repeated several times. • • • 
I, asked Mr. Fielding to assume that it was· his 

father and keep the conversation going on . tbat 
assµmption for a while. Mr. Fielding made a ~_liJht 
attempt by asking one or two. questions regardmg 
incidents that had occurred between thirty and forty 
years ago, but the spirit voice reniained very indis­
tinct, and the conversation had awkward pauses and 
languished. During an icy pause Mr. E. J. Ding­
wall remarked to me: "What a pity it is when''no 
encouragement whatever is given I ,, 

, Mr. Fielding requested the spirit to retire_ as· it was 
taking up the time of the compan7. • 

A spirit voice spoke to Mr. Dingwall, who sat on 
my right. This too was merely a thin whisper and 
no satisfactory results were achieved. 

Announcing itself as Zena Vowell, a voice 
addressed itself to Mrs. Travers Smith, who at once 
kept the conversation going. The voice was heard 
to -be. speaking about two feet in frpnt of Mrs. 
Travers Smith. I was seated next to her and heard 
it . 

. MRs. TRAVERS SMITH-When did you pass away? 
ZENA VOWELL-Eight years ago.. • , 
MRS. TRAVERS SMITH-Where did we last meet? 
ZENA VowELL-The Hill of Howth. .. • 
-Mrs. Travers Smith said afterwards that she 

had spent . two summer holidays at the Hi.11 of 
Howth' some years ago with a friend of hers, 
n~med Zena Vowell, who had passed away eight 
years back. . . 
. W .A. appeared and talked . to me and my wife. 
His voice was certainly more distinct than any of 
the others. I kept the conversation going with him 
:at ... a rapid pace and his replies could be distinctly 
heard l:iy everybody in the room: • 
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W.A.-Herbert, is it very difficult for us to-night. 
The conditions are not good. 

H.D.B.-What is wrong? 
W.A.-It is the conditions· of the sitters. 
Mas. BRADLEY-Can you tell us which of the 

sitters is affecting the conditions? 
W.A.-1 do not wish to do so. 
Mr. Fielding very courteously asked if he should 

leave the room. 
I ke.pt the conversation going with W.A. quickly 

and without a pause, and this is the only way to 
obtain successful results. It seems to me that when 
experiments and investigations are made at a direct 
voice ~ance, the first essential is for sitters to learn 
how to converse with fluency. 

After the ance the S.P .R. officers asked me 
if it would be possible for Mr. Valiantine to give 
his services for either one or two months for further 
experiments, and a little later I received a letter from 
Dr. V. f. Woolley of the Psychical Research Society 
asking af I could arrange with Mr. Valiantine for a 
series of sittings for the Society. At the end of his 
letter he added: "We are naturatly anxious for a 
chance of investigating such a remarkable medium 
and I should be extremely pteful for your help!' 

I replied that it was impossible on the occasion of 
this visit as Mr. Valiantine was compelled to retum 
to America to attend to his commercial affairs. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

Haf'ffl.Ofly n4 success-A. utUl /nlfld of La4y Grey oJ 
Falloden antl the son of Willia• Archer appear-Kok•• 
am•se.s as and Ben E-uerett .sings two songs. 

February a1, 1924-

THE conditions were good and throughout there was 
complete harmony in the circle. 

The sitting was held in my study. There were 
present Lady Grey of Falloden and her son, Mr. 
Stephen Tennant; Mr. William Archer, the dramatic 
critic and dramatist ; Dr. R. M. Riggall (Psycho­
Analyst) of Wimpole Street ; Mr. and Mrs. Osborne 
Leonard; my wife and myself, ana Valiantine. 

Operatic music was played on the gramophone and 
phenomena occurred within a:hc;,ut ten minutes. 

Bert Everett, Kokum, Pat O'Brien, and Dr. 
Barnett spoke to us, their voices being at tlmC$ much 
louder than the ordinary human voice in conversa­
tion. Of the personal spirit friends several spoke. 

Two of her relatives addressed Lady Grey on 
personal matters and were immediately recot;nized 
by her. One made a reference to II Ute, ' the 
abbreviated name of a friend of Lady Grey's 
(U.T.E.). 

At a later stage a spirit endeavoured to hold a 
conversation wltli Lady Grey and Mr. 'Archer in 
Spanish. 

The spirit voice of Mr. Archer's son came 
through, saying that he had passed away some years 
ago. For some time father and son discussed with 
each other matters appertaining to the farmer's work. 

Dr. Riggall failed to establish the identity of a 
voice that came to him. 

Feda flitted around, laughing and chatting with 
each of us. 

The spidt of W .A. talked to my wife and me and 
also to Mrs. Leonard and Valiantine. 
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Like a Greek chorus each night the same refrain 

was heard from W.A. : '' Wben is Dorothy coming 
to speak to me ? '' and night after night I replied : '' I 
am doing my best." 

My sister. Annie spoke to my wife and me. She 
told us that she was so glad that she had been able 
to speak to her father. 

Here it is interesting to mention that the intonation 
of my sister and W .A. have never varied in all the 
conversations I have had with them. Each voice I 
could recognize amongst a million. 

Dr. Barnett asked if anyone would like to question 
him. He gave the date of his passing away 
-1861-and said that when pn earth he was a doctor 
of medicine and added a long discourse on the ether 
waves. This was so technical that I had difficulty 
in following it. 

Towards the close Kokum sang " La Poloma ,. 
in a terrific voice which again filled the room. The 
voice came from within about two feet of the ceiling. 
,Whilst Caruso and Scotti were being played on the 
gramophone, Bert Everett called out : IC That is 
exquisite r I will talk to you when it is finished." 
He then said that he would sing, and rendered two 
verses of a song in a shrill, higli-pitched voice. We 
thanked him, and thereupon lie said he would sing 
again. He then sang three verses of another song 
which none of us had prev.iously heard. Many of 
the notes were so high and penetrating that some of 
us could not help laughing. Valiantine said he had 
never heard Everett sing before and I heard him 
laughing at the same time that the singing was going 
on. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

The awthor of" Lasca, 11-W.A. meets a frisn4-M1'. Cha1'les 
Sykes's dead Jathe1' sj,eaks to his son. 

February a3, 1924-

0N this occasion there were present Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Sykes, Mr. Edgar Graham King, myself, 
and Georre Valiantine. 

This was Mr. King's first experience of a ~ance. 
Manifestations occurred within about a quarter of 

an hour of sitting. During the evenin&- there 
appeared the s~irit guides, Bert Everett, Kokum, Pat 
O'Brien, and Dr. Barnett, all of whom spoke at 
length in clear, distinct, and characteristic voices. 

Mrs. Sykes's mother spoke to_her daughter, calling 
her by the name of II Jessica." Mrs. Sykes's mother 
passed away many years ago when Mrs. Sykes was 
three years of age. 

MRs. SvKEs-What used you to call me when you 
were on earth ? 

THE SPIRIT-Jessie. 1 

The mother referred to another daughter named 
Cecile, whom she said was with her.• 

Then came a spirit voice to Mr. King. It was 
somewhat indistinct and difficult to catch the name 
which was given. Questions were asked and the 
voice said that it had passed away about twelve years 
ago. It stated that it was a friend of Mr. King's 
and by and by we found that it was the spirit of 
Frank Desprez. Twelve years ago Mr. King was 
manager of The E1a. and Frank Desprez was 
the editor. 

MR. KING-Do you know Mr. Bradley? 

1 Mrs. Sykes states that this was true. 
• Mrs. Sykes's sister Cecile died some years ago. 
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DBSPREZ-1 did. Mr. Bradley ought to remember 
me. He knows my work.1 

Ma. KING-Have you any message for anybody? 
DESPREz-Daughter-give my love. 
The spirit pf W.A. talked to me and I asked him 

if he knew who was sitting on my left, and the voice 
immediately went over to Mr. King and said : 
11 Hello, Edgar, old man."s W.A. also spoke to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sykes and with Valiantine. 

W.A. (to M-r. King}-Your sister is here and will 
try and speak to you, but I do not think she will be 
a61e to for Ion~. 

A spirit voice then spoke to Mr. King and said 
that it was his sister. The voice was very weak and 
Mr. King asked her for her Christian name. We 
could not, however, catch the reply. Mr. King spoke 
to her for a short time and then the voice went away~• 

When the voice had gone Mrs. Sykes asked Mr. 
Ki_11g the name of his sister and he replied II Gr~." 

W.A. (Ha#'#'Baring)-That was your sister Greta 
speaking to you. . 

Charlotte, Mr. Sykes's relative, told Mr. Sykes thaf 
his father was going to speak to him. • 

A while later Mr. Sykes had a long talk with ~is 
fathet. 

Ma. SYKES-What are ypu doing on your present 
plane? 

THE FATHER-I still paint, but I prefer to study 
the French language and literature. 

Mr. Sykes said that the voice was about three 
inches from his left eye. He was feeling an 
extremely nervous v.ibration when the voice said: 
" Do I make_ ypu nervous, Charley? " And Mr. 
Sykes was softly stroked down the right side of his 
head. 

Feela chatted to us all in her cheery manner. 
At the close Dr. Barnett gave us a lengthy and. 

brilliant address on electrons, atoms, and molecules~ 
I Des~rez W8S the author Of & poem caJ}ea, ff WC:U, U 

• Mr. IClng waa a friend of W.A. 's, and this is ezad_ly 
ltow he uea to addreas him on earth. 

• Mr. King bad a sister who died a few years ago. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

~ n ••i4enffjie4 sj,irlt--Doctor Barnett on nolution and 
,,,ental #Ogress-A sj,int cure fo, cancet" and tuber­
c1dosu-T1'e tv,o Pats. 

Febnla,y 24, 192+ 

ON this occasion there were present Captain B. 
Hicks, Mr. Patrick Francis Murp~y, the celebrated 
American wit and raconteur; Mrs. De Wyckoff, Mrs. 
Mortimer Bryans, myself, George Valiantine. 

Mr. Murphy had no knowledJ.e whatever of spirit 
communication, and before the sitting appeared to be 
amusingly sceptical, but in no way antagonistic. 
He told us that his only erevious experience of a 
s&lnce was when he and Mr. Joe Coyne, the comedian, 
and a few friends had sat round a table with George 
Grossmith as the medium to see if they could get 
rappin~. Mr. Coyne achieved the rappings l>y 
kicking the table underneath with his feet. 

Bert Everett greeted us, and during the evening 
there appeared Kokum, Hawk Chief, Pat O'Brien, 
Dr. Bamett. 

Mr. Bryans spoke to his daughter, Mrs. De 
Wyckoff, and to Mrs. Bryans, his daughter-in-law. 

A spirit voice addressed itself to Mr. Murph7-, 
asserting that it was that of Harry Grovell. (It 
sounded like. that.) 

THE Vo1c&-I met yo\1 once at the Rotary Club in 
New York. I spoke at the same meethig as you. I 
was connected with the Pop'Ula~ Magaain, as 
advertising manager .1 

Mr. Murphy was not able to remember this person. 

1 Whether this information is correct or not I do not know. 
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Feda had a very amusing conversation with 
Captain Hicks. . 

My sister Annie did not stay long. She said that 
she knew my wife was ill, but that she would· be 
quite well again very soon, and that there was 
nothing to worry about. She was with her and was 
tr;ring to help her. 

W .A. came and talked with me and with Mrs. 
Bryans, whom he knew quite well in life. He asked 
if I thought I could manage to persuade Dorothy to 
come and speak to him. He went straight over to 
Mrs. De Wyckoff, whom he did not know in life, and 
said to her:. " I am so glad you are here, Mrs. De 
Wyckoff.'' 

Mas. DE WYCKOFF-Do you know who was with 
me terday, W.A.? . : 

W.A.-Yes, Dorothy was with you at lunch. I 
was there. 1 • 

Towards the close Bert Everett said: 11 Dr. Barnett 
. wishes to speak.'' . 

Dr. Barnett addressed us on evolution and mental 
progress. He said that on their plane the higher 
intelligences are studying the conditions of man's 
physical body, and that the spirit intelligences ai;e • 
now prepared to give to the world a formula _by 
which human ailments can be cured. Answering. 
a question, he said that the first formula would be a 
cure for tuberculosis, the next would be for cancer, 
and the next for syphilis. He gave the name by 
which the first formula of phosphates would be calle.d, 
and said emphatically that all human ailments could 
be cured. It was desirable that De Wyckoff a.nd 
myself should sit privately with Valiantine, when. he. 
(Dr. Barnett) wished to discuss matters with us. -.. •. 

Pat O'Brien appeared and had a long and 
humorous chat in his rich Irish accent with Mr. 
Murphy. Together the two Pats kept the room in 
laughter with their sallies. . • 

• Thia is true, but the fact hadn't been mentioned to me 
or to Valiantine, and 110 one knew of this incident in the 
room en-ept Mrs. Bryana and Mta. De Wyckoff. 
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After the sitting had finished I asked Mr. ·Murphy 
what he thought of it, and he replied : 11 I am 
staggered.'' 

CHAPTER XIX 

Dr. Bamett's sec,d-The author pokes fun at Mr. Berna-rd 
Shaw-TM spirit o/ Caruso .sings a .s01&g. 

Monday, February 25, 1924-

IN accordance with Dr. Barnett's request De 
Wyckoff and I sat with Valiantine in my study at 
Dorincourt. 

Dr. Barnett spoke to us within thirty seconds of 
sitting, and talked with hardly a pause for over half 
an hour. He said that it had been decided to give 
us the recipes to treat the diseases1 which ravage the 
body, but that it was necessary for us to bring there 
one of the leading physicians so that the formul2 
could be correctly noted and that the methods of 
treatment could be scrupulously carried out. 

He said that tuberculosis, cancer, syphilis and all 
diseases can be eradicated, and that in the future it 
will be possible for men to live so long that two 
hundred years will be considered but a shortish 
span. I told him that after the descriptions I had 
received of 1he spirit life, I was not particularly 
anxious to spend two hundred years on this earth 
plane, but if it were ordained that I should do so I 
sincerely hoped the conditions would be more alluring 
than those inspired by the imagination of Mr. 
Bernard Shaw in .. Back to Methuselah." At this 
Dr. Barnett's laugh resounded through the room. 

During the day I had been depressed by various 
personal matters connected with this book. One 
incident was a request from one of my friends to 

l See page 202. 
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!iuppress certain personal but valuable evidential 
information which had been given to one of the sitters. 
In addition to this it had come to m1 knowledge that 
during the last few weeks a certam person closely 
connected with me had been endeavouring to poison 
the minds of some of my friends. 

Of his own accord, without the evidence suggested, 
Dr. Barnett volunteered the following statement : 
" We all understand that you are depressed, and 
your sister is here and wishes to speak to you." 

The spirit of my sister then came and talked to 
me with wonderful s_yrnpathy and understanding. 
After she had spoken W.A. came. On this occasion 
he spoke without the assistance of the trumpet, 
saying : " Herbert, this is the first time I have been 
able to speak without using the trumpet." His voice 
was remarkably good and clear. Amongst other 
personal things be said to me: "Don't be worried 
because of Dorothy. I know you have tried your 
very best for me." 

During the evening both Bert Everett and Kokum 
spoke to us, and both came over to me . and patted 
me on the head and on the shoulder. This, I might 
mention, has happened on several occasions. 

The s;irit. of G_eO'fJB Valian.ti•e' s mothff a.j,j,ea'fetl 
aatl .s,oke ,,,,i,I,, him fo'f some time. 

Everett told us that Caruso was there and would 
speak to us. Caruso spoke to us and his voice was 
powerful and distinct. He said that his young 
daughter Gloria would have a wonderful voice, and 
that she should be carefullr trained. We asked him 
if it would be possible for him to sing to us, and he 
said that he would try. After a pause of a minute or 
so he sang a verse from an Italian opera, the name 
of which I do not know. His voice was wonderfully 
powerful and came from high up in the room. 

Dr. Barnett asked us to discuss tQJether the 
arrangements to be made for the receiving of the 
formube. 

• • • • • • • 
After the sitting the three of us talked over the 

matter and it was agreed that as Valiantine was 
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returning to America within a week De Wyckoff 
and he should consider the advisability of making 
arrangements for one or two of the leading physicians 
in the United States to attend a ~nee in order that 
the formuhe might be carefully taken down. It is 
po!isible, however, that Valiantine may return to 
England specifically for this purpose. 

CHAPTER XX 

St,tnt 11otces address Lord Dewar Offd Mr. Han11.en Swafler­
..4 stortlt-ng disclol1're-.A remarkable slance. 

Febnlory 26, 1924-

ON this evening there were present Lord Dewar, 
Mr. Hannen Swaffer (the famous journalist and 
editor of The Peof>le), Mr. J. E. Southwell, Captain 
Ben Hicks, Mr. and Mrs. Osborne Leonard, Mrs. De 
Wyckoff, Mrs. Mortimer Bryans, Mrs. Bradley, 
myself, and Valiantine. .· 

Neither Lord Dewar nor Mr. Swaffer, nor Mr. 
Southwell had had previous experience of a direct 
voice •nee. 

Here I should say that the majority of my guests 
were never introduced by name to the medium 
throughout this series of experiments, and he did 
not linow the names of any of the above three 
sitters. 

After about ten minutes the shrill voice of Bert 
Everett· greeted us. During the evening there also 
appeared Kokum and Dr. Barnett. 

After a while a voice addressed itself to Lord 
Dewar, saying: " I want to speak to you, Tom 
Dewar." 

LORD DEwAR-Who is speaking? 
THE VOICE-Arthur Dewar. 
A personal conversation followed, during which 

the spirit referred to either John or James Buchanan. 
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The time of Arthur Dewar's death was referred to, 
which happened at about the same time as the Tay 
Bridge disaster. 

W.A. came through. 
H.D.B.-Do you ,nQw who is sitting on my left? 
W .A. (going O'lJ(ft to M" · S outk,zpell)--How are 

you, Teadie ?1 • . 

H.D.B. (to W .A.)-1 have got some good news 
for you to-night, W .A. 

W.A.-Yes, I know. Dorothy has said that she 
will come on Thursday. :a 

A voice then spqke to Mr. Swaff er, announcing 
itself as u Grandfather Hannen . ., Mr. Swa.ffer and 
the spirit carried on· a conversation, in which Mr. 
Swaffer's work was referred to. 

The spirit of Sadie Morgan gave her full Christian 
name and surname a~d spoke to Mrs. De Wyckoff on 
intimate matters. • 

Another voice told Mr. Southwell that it was 
" May's mother!'' 

Ma. • SoUTHWELL,....-Have you any message to my 
children? 

THE VmCE-Will you give my love to Neville?' 
Mr. Southwell's other child, Peter, was also 

l'eferred to. 
The spirit of the father of Mr. Osborne Leonard 

came and talked with him and with Mrs. Leonard. 
Feda chatted in her delightful way with everyone 

in the room, including Valiantine. 
The spirit of Dr. Q1 M. Lei~r, who had passed 

away five years ago and who ~as a great personal 
friend of Captain Hi~~s, came and spoke to him. 
The voice was particularly distinct in articulation, 
picking up questions : and replying to them with 
extraordinary rapidity.·. • Captain : Hicks addressed 
him throughout as 'h P.ill, '·' a name by which he had 

1 The name by which he used to address Mr. Southwell. 
• Dorothy had, on that afternoon, seen me and agreed to 

tome to a s&.nce on ThurscJay eve11111g. 
• Ma;, is the name of Mr. Southwell's wife. 
' This is of evidential value-the correct name being 

immediately given. 
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.. ·always addressed him on earth.· The spirit referred 

. io some books of his in Chicago. 
CAPTAIN HICKS-What do you want me to do with 

them? 
. _PILL--1 don't want them. They are no use to me 

UJ> here. You can have • them now. . 
The spirit of Mrs. De .Wyckoff's mother talked to 

her daughter. 
THE SPIRIT-We are very disappointed in--· 1 

• MRS. DE WYCKOFF-Why? • 
THE SPIRIT-He toTd --'s wife that ... -.-. -• 
Mas. DE WYCKOFF-I don't think he could have 

said that. How do you .know? • 
THE SPIRIT-Because we heard him. 
I am unable to give further particulars of . the 

incident to which th:e spirit referred, other than to 
say that the statement had been made by an outside 
person and had resulted in very unpleasant con­
sequences. It was absolutely startling to hear the 
confirmation and disclosure made by a spirit voice. 
I could not restrain myself from shouting : " This 
is perfectly true. It is a scandalous thing." Im­
mec:liately the voice of Dr. Barnett spoke from the 
cepi:re of the room and said : '.' Please will you avoid 
any discussion on this matter until afterwards." 
, J9hannes spoke to me about my work, and especially 
~e philosopliical section of this book.• I told him 
that I had to thank him for giving me the benefit of 
his philosoJ?.hy and that the credit_ was entirely clue 
to, liim. He replied .· that our minds had . wo.rked 
together and added: '' It was your hand which wrote 
h . . d ,, t e l'/Or s. . . , • , 

Qt. Barnett spoke and closed the s·~nce. 
. . . . . . . 

.. i~ was a remarkable evening. 
1 The name was heard by everyone in the room. 
• The dashes r~resent five words, which were beard by 

all, and which referred to a fact that I alone knew. 
• See "Conversations with Johannes,'' Book III. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

Hu father speaks in Welsh to ca-,adoc E1UJm-Haroza 
Wimbvry talks to a Btfflflnglsam journalist-A. dramatic 
1ltttn1, 

Felwva,y 17, 1924. 

AT this sitting there were present Mr. Newman 
Flower (the distinguished author), Mr. Harold 
Wimbury, Mr. and Mrs. Caradoc Evans, Miss 
Queenie Baylis, Mrs. Bradley, myself, and 
Valiantine. 

Mr. Flower, Mr. Wimbury, and Miss Baylis were 
not introduced to the medium until after the sitting. 

Luminous lights floated about the room almost 
immediately. 

While changing a gramophone record, I remarked: 
" The spirits might like to hear something new, 0 

whereat Bert Everett laughed shrilly. 
Of the spirit guides 'Kokum said a few words and 

Dr. Barnett spoke on several different occasions. 
The voice of Edward Wright again spoke to Mr. 

and Mrs. Caradoc Evans, addressing Mr. Evans 
variously as " Caradoc " or II Carad. " 1 After 
discussing Wright's Ii£ e on the other plane and the 
welfare of his family on earth, Mr. Evans asked: 
" Have you met a certain person1 yet ? 11 

EDWARD WRIGHT-Yes. (What immediately 
followed was not distinct). 

CARADOC Ev ANS-I mean a certain lady-an elderly 
lady. Have you met her? 

EDWARD WRIGHT-Yes. 
CARADOC EVANS-That's all very well, my lad. 

Her name? 

• As Wrigbt had addressed Mr. Evans iu life. 
• Mr. Caradoc Evans later said that he meant Edward 

Wright's mother-in-law. 
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EDWAllD 'WRIGHT-Your father. 
CARAOOC EvANs-Oh, go on with you! You 

never knew him. You're too bright to-night, young 
fellow. 

EDWARD WRIGHT-We do not use slang over here. 
As at a previous sitting, Mr. and Mrs. Evans were 

touched on th~ cheeks before the spirit said good 
night. ·;; 
· A voice spoke to Mr. Newman Flower. As "far· as 
Mt~ Flower could make out, it was that of his grand­
father. 

Then there appeared the spirit of W.A. He spoke 
quietly and a little sadly. His first words to me were 
" Herbert old chap, don't trouble any more about 
Dorothy. You've done your best. 1 •' • 

H.D.B.~an I give her any message from you? 
W .A.-Tell her that I think it is right for her 

to marry again. I do not wish her to think I 
should mind. (A little later) • Give my love to 
Phyllis and Betty. I ·am afraid the old man3 does 
not understand. • 
· : H.D.B.-You know, W.A., in this book I am 
making a f aith(ul record of all that transpires and 

• ~ _write on!Y the truth. Shal! I· record this? 
.. W.A.-Yes, you must write the truth. 
MRS. BRADLEY-W .A., do you want him to put 

this in? 
,W.A.-Mabel dear, it is the truth, and the truth 

must _prevail. • 
• H.D.B.-1 am sorry, old chap, I have not been 
successful in this· matter. ·: 

W.A.-You've done all that you can. Dorothy 
wUl know one day. 

The spirit of Feda came and flitted round the 

,· This statement was made by W.A. straight off without a 
word from me. During the day his wife Doroth}".. had 
'phoned me cancelling the arran~ent she had made for 
Thursday, saying that she had deoded not to attend a s&nce. 
I had been tiepressed by this ~use I consider that the 
expressed wisll of the spirit of W.A., which bad been per­
sistently made almost every evening for the last few weeks,. 
should have been respected. • • 

• W.A.ts father. · 
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room, laughing and chatting with everyone, includ­
ing· V aliantine. 

My wife asked h¢r if W .A. was i'1 any way affected 
by the incident recorded above, and she replied 
·enigmatically: u He realizes now.'' . 
· A voice, which Mr. Caradoc Evans described as 
s~ruggling thro_ugh ·the floor and .cc:,ming up betwet:n 
his feet, spoke m front of Mr. Evans' face. Here 1s 
bis account : • . 

CARADOC EvAN~Do you want me? 
THE Vo1CE-Yes. 

•• CARADoc EvAN~Who are y9u? 
TH:£ V 01cs-Your father. 
CARADOC EvANs-Fatherl Can't be. How do 

you know that I am here? • Who told you? 
•• THE Vo1cE-Edwal'.d Wright. 

CARA.Doc EvAN~Well, • look: if you are my 
father,1 siaradwch a fy_ yn eich iaith. 

THE VOICE-Beth i chwi am i fy ddweyd? 
CARADOC EVANS-Eich enw, wrth gwrs. 
THE VOicE-WiJliam Evans. 
CARADOC EvANS-Yn le marwo chwi? 
THE V OICE-Caerfyrddin. 
CARADoc Ev ANs-Sir? 
THE V01cE-Tre. 
CARADOC EvANs-Ble mae'r ty? 
THE Vo1cE-Uch ben yr avon. Mae steps-lawer 

1 . • • Speak to me in your own language. 
Tm Vo1ca-What do you wau.t me to say? 
CA:aADOC Ev ANS-Your :name, of coarse. 
Tn Vo1ca-William Evans. • 
CA:aADOC Ev ANS-Where did you die? 
THI Vo1CI-Cannartben. 
CARA.DOC EvANs-Shire? 
Tmt Vora-Town. 
CA:aADOC EvANS-Wbete is the house? 
Tu Vora-Above the river. Th~e are steps-many 

steps-between the house and the road. Wh7 do yoa. ask? 
You go to see the house every time you are m the town. 

CARA.DOC E\'ANS-My father- ' 
NOTI.-Mr. Evam vouches for the accuracy of the above. 

But in common with ev~body who knows Mr. Evans• 
handwriting, I do not vouch for the spelling I 
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iawn-rhwng y ty ar rbeol. Pa .beth yr ydycb· yn 
gofyn? Y chwi yn mynd i weled a ty bob tro . yr 
rydych yn y dre. 
::..:CARADOC EVANS-'Nhad-

The trumpet fell noisily on the floor. · 

. It ·was amazing to listen to this conversation 
between father and son in the strange Welsh 
tongue. 

The next spirit voice addressed itself to Mr. 
Harold Wimbury. Here • is his description of his 
own experience . 

.. In the early stages Feela spoke. She spok~ to 
Newman Flower who had many times sat with· Mrs. 
Leonard, and Feda ·is Mrs. Leonard's control. At 
two or three of these ·sittings I had been present 
largely for the purpose of taking • a verbatim short­
hand note of the proceedings. •. • 

11 Feda spoke to N.F. Then Caradoc Evans said: 
11 • Feda, is there anyone else here to-night whom 

you have met with Mr. Newman Flower? ' 
" Feda laughed, and her voice moved almost 

directly in front and just· above my face. 
0 • Oh yes,' she said, • but how funny he looks. 

He's cut his moustache.' 
"For a moment I did not realize . 
... ' Moustache, did you say, Feda? • 
., c Yes,' in her high chiJ-dish treble. • You've 

cut it short.' 
cc Then I understood. It is six years or so since 

I was at a Feela sitting. Then I had rather a long 
moustache. Now it is what is known as the tooth-
brush variety. I bad forgotten. -

" I mention this not only for its evidential value, 
but , to explain that before Feda sent me a very 
emphatic kiss in good-bye, I asked her : 

• ·• Is there anyone over there who was very· well 
known to me on earth? ' 

', :". ~ Yes,' said Feda, ' your fat her.' 
• ., ·He bad passed .. over since I had last had a 

sitting. · 
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'' I said : • Shall I be able to speak to him 

to-niFht? • 
'' We wilf do our best,' she answered. 
" The significance of this is that when later in 

the sitting the trumpet voice spoke obviously to me 
I expected my father. • 

'''You want to s~k to me?• I asked. 
• • The voice said Yes.' 
" ' Who are you ? ' 
" I could not catch the answer. 
'' • I am so sorry. Would you please repeat the 

name.' 
'' Again it was too ' trumpet-y • to be sure of. I 

though-t it said ' Father,' but do1Jbted this since I 
had always · called him, and he had always called 
himself to me • Dad.' • • 
• '' Someone in tile icircle • eventually said ' the name 

sounds like Walter.' . 
" ' Is it Walter?, • I asked. 
"' Yes.' 
" ' Did I know you here? ' 
.. 'Yes.' 
"' For how long?' 
" ' Several years.• 
0 ' How long ago?' 
'• ' About twenty years.' 
11 ' Where ? ' • 
" ' Birmingham.' 
11 ' What js your other name? ' 
•• ' Downing.' 
'' ' Good lord, Walter r ' I exclaimed regardless of 

conditions. ' I am glad to see you. Do you 
remember your last holiday? ' 

" ' Yes,' he laughed. • • But I've all my faculties 
now.' 

" • You always had.' 
" ' I mean 1 'm well now.' 
"Walter Downing at that time had consumption, 

which very little later resulted in his death. • 
11 He and I had dreamed our young dreams of 

literary attainment together. We were both on the 
same newspaper, I as reporter, he as leader writer, 
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• tender-hearted, generous, cultured fellow-the most 
likeable man I ever knew. 

" 1 Walter,' I said, 'have you watched my career? ' 
__ 0 • Yes. I am often with you.' 
... II • Do you think I have done well? ' 

" 'Yes.' 
1 ' • All I might have done? ' 
" ' No.' 
" ' You needn't be so emP,hatic, old man,' I told 

him, lauJhing. 
_ 11 An interesting point here : 

u 'Do you remember SalJy?' I asked (curious 
how I raised my face ,-s though talking to someone 
above me-the voice sounded a couple of feet high 
¥.P,-.in front of me). . 

" 1 Yes,' he said. 1 Remember me to him and all 
o.f. them. Tell them I am very happy here.' 

" • Sally • was the nickname for a man named 
Sanders--not a f ema.le. 

• • Another thing I asked him : 
" • Do you remember that we lived together? ' 
11 1 'Yes.' 
" ' Where? ' I asked. 
'• • Over the hotel,' he replied . 
.. Walter and I, working on a morning paper, 

often missed our last trains to our own homes and 
so shared a room in Birmingham where we snugged 
in when late, often together. . 

"The room was over the Crown Hotel, two 
minutes from the office . 

.. I asked him about his dog, of which he was 
inordinately fond. He said he had it with him 
sometimes, but they seldom went to the animal 
kingdom. Aud then before much more conversa­
tion could take place the trumpet fell wjth a loud 
crash at my feet, the power gone." , 

The next spirit addressed itself to Miss Baylis, 
and I append her own account of the conversation. 

'.' During the evening Mrs. Bradley asked Feela 
if. there was anyone who wished to speak to ' the 
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lady who helps Mr. Bradley with his work.' 1 Feda 
answered, without ~~y hesitation whatever, • Yes, 
her father wants to speak to her.' 

u I ca11ed Feela and said that if it were possible I · 
should love . to speak to my. fa~her and, I added, 
• Do you think you ¢ould help to get him through 
for me? ' She replied : I'll try very· hard 
presently.' . 

'• Later a spirit voice appeared to be coming 
towards me quickly from the other side of the room, 
saying : • I want to speak to my child.' I asked·: 
• Do you want to speak to me? • The voice replied : 
• It's your father, dear-bow are you?• I told him 
that I was quite all right and questioned him as .to 
whether he was happy. He said : • Yes, I am quite 
happy-are you ? ' l told him that I was. 

11 I then asked who was with him and he 
mentioned two nal!1es! : The first was most certainly 
• Harry,' but I dad not hear the second name. I 
asked : • Harry who? • He gave it again and it 
then sounded like·:• John! Neither of the names 
conveyed anything to me, and , went on quickly : 
• Is· my brother with you ? ' He ~ughed, and saicl : 
I Yes, he is a big bo,y now.' ; ; 

11 He talked with Mr. Bradley, and asked me to 
Jive his love to all. Concluding he said: • If there 
1s the slightest possible chance I want to speak . to 
your mother. Good-l)ye, d~r. • . · • 

"Not one of the sitters was aware that my father 
was dead or that mx mother was alive. Neither 
co~ld they po~ibly. • • ~ aware that a. brother ever 
existed. He died wh~lst I was practically a baby . 
myself;, at the age • of • six 'week~ ; and naturally the· 
incident was one of • Htde importance in my life­
I did not sven knQw his name~ • When mentioning 
the matter to my mother afterwards I asked her if 
she had ever kl\own a • Harry John.' She replied 
• That was· the name of your brother.' 

•• Some little while ;afterwards Feda came to me, 

1 Miss Baylis is m7. private secretary, but I know nothing 
whatever of her famtly.-H.D.B. 
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saying : ' I want to speak to this lady,' and then : 
• Aren't you frightened of spirits?' I had to admit 
that at first I was a bit frightened, but added, 'Not 
now.' • Then,' she said, ' why are you holding some­
one!s hand? ' · I -was holding someone's band at the 
time so I could only laugh with her -in reply. 
• ';' Feda appeared to .Ile most amused at the 

incident and still laughing, in her fascinating way, 
turned to Mr. Bradley, sayihg: ' She writes lots 

. about me-I lik~ her, I am going to kiss her.' 1 

She kissed me and flitted away to another sitter." 

• At the close Dr. Barnett asked if there were any 
questions we wished to put. Mr. -Evans asked why. 
the trumpet, through which his father was speaking,. 
had fallen so suddenly and noisily. Dr. Bar.nett 
said that the voice was not able to keep up 'the 
power. Among-st other things Dr. Barnett dealt 
with was that 1t was possible for . people to acquire 
mediumistic powers. I asked him about the formula, 
for the cure of tuberculosis, etc., and said that as 
Valiantine was leaving this country in a few days 
we • might possibly arrange for physicians to attend 
in the United States to tile down the particulars. 
' This was a typical sitting and in no way more 
remarkable than many of those held at Dorincourt. 
I have purposely given it more detail and recorded 
more of the sitters' own accounts iniorder that readers 
may • gain a clear impression of what usually takes 
place. • 

1.Miss Baylis has typed the whole of the script of -~is 
book.-H.D.B. _ -
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CHAPTER XXII 

W.A.'s message to Dtwotlly-My frie"4ship 10itll a spirit-­
A dramatic con-vtrsation concerning a will-A spirit. 
keeps time to ,nvsic. 

Febnulry 28, 1934. 

THERE were present Mr. Henry Worrall ; his 
daughter, Miss Worrall; Mr. De Wyckoff; Mrs. 
Hunt; Mrs. Bradley; myself, and George Valiantine. 

Mr. and Miss Worrall had never b~fore experi­
enced a seance, and Mr. Worrall had expressed 
himself as being extremely sceptical. 

Manifestations occurred within about ten minutes. 
During the evening of the spirit guides Bert Everett, 
Dr. Barnett, Kokum, Hawk Chief, and Pat O'Brien 
talked with us at intervals. • 

A voice spoke to Miss Worrall and Mr. Worrall, 
calling them '• Maudie '' and •' Harry '' respec­
ti vely. "I am your mother," it said. A personal 
conversation was carried on with this spirit, during 
which evidential names connected with the family 
were mentioned. . 

W .A. talked with me and with my wife, and also 
with Mrs. Hunt. 

Although we are assured that spirits do not feel. 
pa.in in the same sense that we feel it, yet it must 
be remembered that memory and affection do survive 
in the spirit. One felt a note of sadness in W.A.'s 
voice. 

W.A.-Tell Dorothy that it is my wish that she 
enjoys herself and has a good time. (A pavse) I 
shall always be with you, Herbert, and will work 
with you. 

W.A. and I have arrived at a wonderful 
comprehension and understanding. Without any 
stupid sentimentality; I wish to say that there 
exists between us now a friendship beyond anything 
which could be arrived at in human life. . 
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Then there appeared the spirit of a young child, 
Bobby Worrall. He spoke in his babyish voice to 
Miss Worrall and to Mr. Worrall, calling the latter 
"Grand~." "Bobby" was Mr. Worrall's grand­
child. He was born in America and had never seen 
his grandfather before. He chatted to us all, 
including Valiantine, and talked of his father in 
America. 

My sister Annie talked to me and my wife, and to 
De Wyckoff and Valiantine. When talking to my 
wife she referred to a visit she was making to America. 
She said that she would be with lier and would look 
after her. 

The spirit of George Hunt-Mrs. Hunt's husband 
--spoke to his wife. It said: .. I cannot understand 
wl!J Dorothy will not come." 

The spirit of Mr. Bryans (Mrs. De Wyckoff's 
father) asked Mr. De Wyckoff II to see -- and stop 
him making the statements he had recently made. 
He is doing a great harm to humanity." 1 

The conversation from this point was continued 
between Mr. De Wyckoff and the spirit of Mr. 
Bryans in Russian. 

The spirit of Carrie, my wife's aunt, spoke to my 
wife and to Mrs. Hunt, her sister. 

This conversation was also personal and dramatic. 
The spirit referred to her will and also to matters 
which had been wrongly carried out since her death. 

Towards the close of the evening De W1ckofl 
asked Kokum to sing. Kokum sang a song 1n his 
terrific voice. 

During the ~nee I had control of the gramo­
phone, and whilst one of the lively tunes was being 
played, perfect time was kept by some spirit tapping 
on the trumpet as if with drumsticks. This 
particular record was played twice over without my 
changing it. The lid was closed and my arm was 
resting on it. 

1 This refers to the incident recorded at the sitting of 
February 26, 1924. See page 207. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

Senator Marconi 1s qvestions - M-,. Plailip P. Page - I!r~, 
Bamett 1 s brilliant actd-,eu-Broad.cutlng spirit 'UOke~~ • 

February 29, 1924-

THBRE were present at this sitting Senator 
Marconi and a lady friend, Captain Ben Hicks, Mr. 
Philip P. Page_ (the well-known journalist), Mrs. De 
Wyckoff and Mrs. Mollo, Mrs. Bradley, myself, and 
George Valiantine. 

Senator Marconi, two of the ladies, and Mr. Page 
were unknown to the medium, nor had they 
previously experienced a direct voice seance. . 

Bert Everett, Dr. Barnett, and Kokum spoke at 
intervals. 

Everett, in his shrill voice from high up near the 
ceiling, gave the first greeting, and Dr. Barnett, 
in his deep voice which appeared to come from the 
centre of the floor, greeted us and said: " Have 
patience, friends, we are gathering the forces." 

It was about a quarter of an hour before a voice 
was heard, but during this time all the sitters had 
been touched with the trumpet. 

Kokum 's tremendous voice startled one or two of 
the sitters. 

Of the ~ersonal spirit voices, the first to appear 
addressed itself to Senator Marconi, calling him 1;,y 
name. The voice spoke to him in Italian~ 
language which I cannot foltow-and addressed 
him as " Guglielmo. 0 The voice was rather 
indistinct, but Senator Marconi kept the conversa­
tion going for over ten minutes, and he was answered 
throughout in the Italian language. , 

Senator Marconi afterwards said that tlie spirit 
voice announced itself to be his father, but he had 
not been successful in acquiring sufficient evidence 
to establish his identity. 
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This spirit voice returned after a slight pause and 
a~in addressed Marconi. 

Feda laughed and joked with several of us. 
SENATOR MARCONI-Did you hear the conversation 

with me and the spirit in Italian ? 
FEDA-1 did. But I do not know the Italian 

language. The spirit is rather like you. 
A voice addressed itself to Mr. Page, who had 

come into the room at the last minute and was intro­
duced to no one. The voice called O Peter, Peter. 01 

It was rather indistinct, but announced itself as Mr. 
Page's uncle, who had passed away thirty-five years 

agoA. h d f h • • h h" • • t t e en o t e conversation wat t 1s sp1r1t, 
the voice, which had been within one foot of Mr. 
Page, evidently lost power and the trumpet crashed 
to the ground. At this Mr. Page almost jumped 
out of liis chair. He had also been touched on the 
head and on the face. 

George Hunt, my wife's father, talked with his 
da!J_ghter. 

W .A. remarked that the conditions were not very 
good, and that it was difficult, on account of the 
vibrations, for some of the spirits to speak distinctly. 
He (W.A.), however, was particularly distinct, as, 
of course, were all the spirit guides. 

A voice talked to Mrs. Mollo in what sounded 
like Russian. 
. Feela had previously stated to this lady, whom 
none. of us except Mrs. De Wyckoff knew, that a 
relative of hers was there and would try and talk 
to her. 

The voice, durini the conversation, addressed 
Mrs. Mollo as Anna Gregorievna and stated that it 
was the son of her husl>and. I ascertained after­
wards that Mrs. Mollo's husband had a son by a 
previous marriage and he had passed away. This 
steP-son had always addressed Mrs. Mollo as Anna 
Gregorievna:. 

Then the spirit voice of Dr. 0. M. Leiser spoke 
to Captain Hicks. Captain Hicks addressed this 

1 Mr. Page is usually addressed by his friends as "Peter." 
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spirit throughout as " Pill." The spirit replied in 
quick sw:cato sentences and with ready humour. . 

At the clnse Dr. Barnett told us that the forces 
were rather low, but asked the company whether 
they bad any question to put to him. From c:hen 
a long and brilliant conversation took place between 
him and various of the sitters. The first questions 
were put by Senator Marconi. The attention of 
everyone present became riveted and concentrated 
while Dr. Barnett carried on a lengthy discourse on 
electrons, molecules, and the atom, using scientific 
terms and words which I did not understand. 

Senator Marooni asked Dr. Barnett whether he 
knew what study he (Senator Marconi) was engaged 
upon at the present time. 

Dr. Barnett replied : • • Yes, your study is con­
cerned with height." 

Senator .Marconi said that the study he is engaged 
upon has something to do with height. 

Dr. Barnett was asked whether, if an instrument 
(a microphone) were placed in a room at a •nee the 
spirits could use this instrument to speak through 
instead of the trumpet. This instrument, it was 
suggested, would aid the sound and would make the 
whisper of an inexperienced spirit voice loud and 
distinct. 

DR. BARNETT-It would be <\uite possible for 
spirits to use this. An experiment should be 
made. 

Dr. Barnett also said that new continents would 
be discovered on this earth plane which would prove 
of considerable value to the world. • 

It must be mentioned that Dr. Barnett's voice .is 
as loud, clear, and distinct as any human voice; in 
fact, perhaps slightly louder than the ordinary tone 
of conversation. • 

We asked Dr. Barnett whether it would be 
possible to install a wireless receiver in a room and 
liroadcast his and other spirit voices throughout the 
world. . 

DR. BARNETT-This is possible and coula quite 
easily be done. 
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This experiment will be made in the near future 
and the whole world will be able to listen to the spirit 
voices of another sphere. 

Dr. Barnett said that great revelations would be 
made in the near future, and that a tremendous leap 
in human knowledge would take place probably 
about 1926 or 1927. I asked him if it would be 
possible in the near future for us to communicate 
with persons in the fl,,ysica.l body on other planets. 
He answered that this would become possible and 
woµld happen before very long. 

CAPTAIN HICKs--Can a soul that has existed on 
this plane be transmigrated to another body on the 
earth plane ? 

DR. BARNETT-This is merely an absurd theory. 
The physical body is merely a garment that is shed 
before the soul passes into the ethereal spirit 
existence. 

Dr. Barnett was brilliant throughout the sitting. 
It was, of course, never a question of argument with 
him. Each subject he handled with determined 
knowledge. On several occasions his deep and 
pleasant laugh rang out. His statements were 
made with the unhesitating confidence of an 
intelligence above that of the human mind. 

It was an alluring experience to hear a scientific 
discussion between twp such great minds as Marconi 
and Dr. Barnett. 

Professor Charles Richet, who despite his long 
years of study of psychic matters is still sceptical 
of sunival after bodily death, has made the 
public statement that barely one message in a 
thousancl alleged to come from spirits possesses any 
intelligence. 

I would ref er Professor Richet to my conversations 
with Johannes of Book III. I would also guarantee 
that there is no question that he could put to the 
spirit of Dr. Barnett which would not be oompletely 
and brilliantly answered, and the answer would be 
given in a loud, distinct, and understandable 
voice. Dr. Barnett would also be able to illuminate 
Professor Richet on the paramount importance of 
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the energy of ether and also of the functions. ~f 
ether in space-a subject which, not being undeJ­
stood, has been more or less ignored by science ... · 

Dr. · Barnett does not theorize-be pronoun_ces 
knowledt!e. . 

I am fully aware that I have not given full just.i~ 
to Dr. Barnett's brilliant discourse, but this report 
was dictated at a time when I was suffering from 
mental tiredness and overwork. Every word, how­
ever, is indelibly registered in my mind and will .be 
drawn upon and used at a later date. 

CHAPTER XXIV 

At w1dc1i the Society /or P.sychical Research is ret,resentcil 
and the f'Bt,rcsentati-ve fails to ;wt a qwe.stion-My · son 
f'ecei11e.s VJonderfwl e11i4ence-Df'. Bamett'.s j,f'oj,liecy of 
.sj>iritrudism an4 the Cht1f'ch o/ Rome. _ 

,; ' 

March 1, i924. 

THERE were present at this sitting Dr. V. I. Woolley 
(representing the Society for Psychical Research), 
Mr. C_y_ril Scott (the composer), Mrs. Gibbons Grin­
ling, Mr. Denis Grinling, Mr. ,Josep_b De -Wyckoff,. 
Mr. and Mrs. Osborne Leonard, Mr. Dennis Anthony. 
Bradley (my son who was home from school for a 
week~nd), Mrs. Bradley, myself, and George 
Valiantine. . .. 

Valiantine had never previously seen Mr. CyrU 
Scott, Mrs. Gibbons Grinling, Mr. Denis Grinling, 
nQr Mr. D. A. Bradley. . . 

Bert Everett, Kokum, and Dr. Barnett addressed 
us at odd intervals. Feda also chatted away in her 
me~ childish way to some of the sitters. 

Tlie first personal spirit was a voice addreaing 
itself to Dr. Woolley. The tone was very 
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indistinct, and it was with difficulty that it was 
ascertained that the voice claimed to be a Dr. 
Brownlow : that's how it sounded. He stated he 
had worked with Dr. Woolley in the same labora­
tory. Dr. Woolley did not remember this 
character, and, of course, naturally found it difficult 
to keep up a conversation. 

Speaking to Mrs. Gibbons Grinling, a spirit voice 
said " Godfrey. 11 Recognition was immediate, the 
voice was clear and distinct, and a conversation 
took place between it and Mrs. Grinling and also 
Mr. Denis Grinling. A little later another voice 
came, addressing itself to Mr. Denis Grinling, and 
said it was II Ray." During these conversations 
four evidential names were given. 

W .A., having greeted me, went over to • my son 
and said: •• Hello, Dennis, old chap, I am so glad 
you have come to-night." Dennis answered him 
cheerfully and they both chatted away in a perfectly 
natural manner. W .A., without any leading up to 
the question, volunteered the following remarJiable 
evidential statement : 

W .A.-Y ou know, old chap, you followed my 
body. 

DENNIS-What's that, W.A.? 
W.A.-You followed my corpse to the grave. 1 

The spirit of my sister Annie came and said to 
me : .. Herbert, I am so glad you have brought 
Dennis," and immediately went over to Dennis and 
greeted him in a most affectionate manner; and they 
talked together for a while.• 

The spirit of Mr. Leonard.'s father came and 
talked to him, addressing him as .. Will,,, the 
name by which he addressed him on earth, although 
Mr. Leonard is now always called .. Fred." 

A voice spoke to Mr. Cyril Scott, announcing 
itself to be " Grandfather Scott," and addressing 
him as • • Cyril.•• This voice was not very clear 
• and Mr. Scott did not succeed in keeping the con-

1 On the day of W.A.'s funeral I was ill and Dennis 
represented me. 

• She was particularly fond of Dennis when o'll earth. 
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versation going. The spirit gave an affectionate 
message to " Mabel," being the correct name of 
one of Mr. Scott's relatives. 

George Crawford again spoke to De Wyckoff. 
This spirit appeared to have a tremendous lung 
power, and his voice was very loud. De Wyckoff 
said that the accent was exactly the same as when 
Crawford was on earth. 

Mr. De Wyckoff asked Crawford to explain 
to him how it was first possible for him to 
come throufh and talk to him. George Crawford 
replied : '• saw a light and was attracted by it, 
and then I saw you sitting in the circle. There were 
many other spirits hovering around and I had to 
wait my turn to get through to you!' 

The light that attracts spirits evidently emanates 
from the medium. This explanation has been given 
on several previous occasions. 

Dr. Barnett had previously, during the evening, 
said that the conditions were not good, and he had 
deliberately stated that in the room there were 
present some who doubted the source from which 
the voice came. 

At the close Dr. Barnett, as usual, asked for 
questions. I asked Dr. Woolley if he would like 
to put some questions, but he replied : " There are 
no questions that I can think of." This, I think, 
was rather a pity, as any question he may have 
put would probably have been valuable from the 
psychical research point of view, especialJy as Dr. 
Barnett is one of the most brilliant intellects I know. 

DENNIS-How long do you think it will be before 
the Roman Catholic Church accepts spiritualism ? 

Da. BARNETT-Quite soon, my dear lad. 
Dr. Woolley was acting as Research Officer of 

the S.P .R., and was present in prder to investigate 
the phenomena. I should like to record that he is 
a very good sitter indeed and is particularly fair. 
He agreed with me that the spirit voices came from 
all parts of the room. 
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CHAPTER XXV 

Old new friends take their leave: Dr. Barnett, Bert E11erett,,. 
Kokum, Hawk Chief, A.nnie-W.A.-FarewelZ words­
Great love, great beauty, great splendo11r. 

Marek 3, 1924. 

THIS chapter-the last chapter in my book though 
it is placed here-records the most sublime half-an­
hour's conversation in which I have ever taken part; 
it records the most beautiful evening in my life. 
If I ,o throu~h others half as beautiful-half . as 
inspiring-I shall pass out remembering them with 
a song of thanksgiving on my lips. 

For I met my friends-my old new friends : my 
friends who will abide in me as long as I am on 
earth and whom I will meet on the other side of the 
silver stream .... 

There were three of us: my wife, myself, Valian­
tine. I asked my friends to come to us that we might 
thank them for the entertainment they had given us, 
for the surety of immortal life they had planted 
in our hearts. They came. 

In less than half a minute of Valiantine ending 
the Lord's Prayer, they came. 

We thanked the great Dr. Barnett that he gave 
us the fruit of his brilliant intellect. u My dear 
sir," he laughed, " my mind is puny in comparison 
to others on this side." . 

VALIANTINE--Will you please advise me about the­
Gu ianJ! matter ? 

DR. BARNETT-rhe arrangements which you 
have made • are very good. We heard all that you 
and Mr. Bradley discussed together this afternoon 
in his office.1 

1 This is perfectly true. Valiantine and I bad discussed 
the matter aurin{ the afternoon. It is very extraordinary 
that time after time I have found that the spirits, when 
they are interested in me, know not only everything I say-
but everything that I think. • 

H 
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We thanked Bert Everett for a11 he had done for 

us, and in going iie· patted each of us on the 
shoulder. •• • 

Kokum and Hawk Chief . came and chattered to 
ea,ch, othe, in ~in'J. W~ th~ heard them and 
each of us exclaimed: an aston1Shment. It was so that 
five voices were s~ng in the ~- at the same time. 

Pat 0' Brien gavb us Irish ·cheer; and little 
Bobby Worrall sp~k~ of Pat and Pat's tricycle, of 
his grandfather and" his aunt, of his talk with his 
father in America about the happenings in England. 

Valiantine's Uncle.George-a spirit with the voice 
of an orator-spoke ;to his nephew and to us. 

Annie spoke of our first meeting at Arlena Towers 
ten years after she had passed from this earth plane, 
and of many of the events thai have happened 
since. I thanked her for all she had done for me, and 
told her that dearly as we loved each other on earth 
that love was now grown into an infinitely greater 
love. · 

11 Oh, my dear," we heard her sweet tones-­
tones purified, m~d~ golden,· by joyous death, 
•' there is no measure to my love for you . . . I will 
be with _y~u always." 

Then W .A. spoke. As I realized that it would be 
long before I should, have another opportunity of 
hearing his voice, I was deeply moved. With great 
sincerity I thanked ; him for tt4e splendid way in 
which lie had helped me to establish this great Truth. 

My wife asked him i~ he thought it was. right for me 
to refer to Dorothy un~er her o~ name 1n this book. 
He replied: " Mabel ;dear, it is· ~ght, becau~ it is 
the truth." He "ferred to a ht'.tle a-old cigarette 
case of his, and a~1¢ed me to have his initials put on 
it and to keep it in;relllembrance of him. 

He thanked Vali;lntine for his wonderful services to 
us all in rendering it po~ible for him to speak in 
his actual voice. • •· 

Between W .A. and me there is now created a 
more wonderful bond of friendship than any which 
could exist on earth, for it is : one that will endure 
between us for all time. W.A. is a magnificent 
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d,laracter. He has d()ne great work .for humanity, 
• alld his fine spirit will-progress to unknown heights .. 

After W.A., Johannes. He se_oke of the .. work. 
~e ~-.had · done together in-• the philosophical _ section 
i.n .this book. 1 He spoke to me intimately and as--& 
Jdend. · He; . told . -me that. whenever I wished-· he 
·_would be with .me and that we could continue to 
worl[ together in mindt communication. .I asked; 
him . if that meant that he would be willing to attach 
himself to me as one of my guides and he replied,: 
•:~ ,.Yes, my dear sir, from now and at any time that 
you may need me. It is only necessary for you· to­
sit and think of me and I shall be with you, and 
can work with you/'. As he bade me II good 
night " I understood the mental bond. that has existee 
between me and this great two--thousand-year-old 
philosopher for so long and will continue to exist 
whilst I am on earth. 
• · At the close Bert Everett came in and spoke 

wonderfully to us all. He said : 11 All the spirits, 
are in this room and on each face there is a smile." 

This was one of the greatest evenings of my life. 
I -have failed lamentably in my attempt to convey it 
in words. The scene w• one of great love, great 
bea.uty, and great splendour. 

March S, 1924-

, Gf;orgf Valiantine sa~led back to. America on tbe­
A:qv,tanta on March S, 1924. Dunng the whole of 
bi!I stay in England he remained with me at 
Doi'incourt. 
-: l ~ant to say pf' him that he is the finest, kindliest 
ai\d. simplest man I have ever known. Although 
he is not so well. versed in the affairs ·of the world 
as 1J1any of us, he is blessed with an innate refinement· 
l:>eyond that of the_ great majority of people. He is 
so sensitive and modest that he does not appear to, 
realize his own wonderful powers as a mediumistic 
instrument. -

Only a bare indication is given of the evidences 

1 Recorded in Book III. 
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which I have obtained of surviving personalities. 
Each of the many spirits that have spoken was 
undeniably individual. Conversations were carried 
on in Russian, Spanish, German, Italian and even 
idiomatic Welsh. •. 

My reports of these sittings, most of which lasted 
for nearly two ho1'rs, are curtailed to a minimum 
and deliberately understated. • 

Whilst many of the famous people who have sat 
at a!ances at Dorincourt have walked out of the 
house almost incoherent in their amazement, V alian­
tine has regarded everything as perfectly simple and 
natural. • • 

I am of opinion that Valiantine is the greatest 
medium in the world. 

His visit to England marks an epoch; A great 
leap has been made into a new and virgin field of 
knowledge. • 

And before this strife-ridden world a new vista is 
opened, limitless in its grandeur and stupendous in 
its potentiality. 



BOOK III 

.. -.·-~oNVERSATIONs wrra JOHANNES 1 

CHAPTER I 

THE PHENOMENA OF_ ,AUT~MATIC WRITING 

On aeatfue 'IDOr._;..ifutomaUc mlting_:_M,.s. Tra-vers Smith­
Ag,aosticism-Sir Willfam Barreft!s testimony-Si,. Hug1a 

. . . Lane and t1ae sinking- Lusitania-Our author discussu 
. ,: , mamage-The Oscaf' Wilde messages-The way o/ 
' . • •. ~utomatic 'llfritings. • . 

• September, 1923~ 

CREATIVE writing is an art, and is dependent -upon 
the ·mood of the writer. It cannot be produced at 
will. There come days when. expression is fluent 
and ·words pulsate and live, and then come days when 
the ·stream runs dry, and though the mind works not 
a thought can take form. • 
.,.· It is easy for the cheap fiction-monger to dictate 
his crudities into a dictaphone, for this is merely 
incoherent manufacture. • 

In order to explain to the uninitiated the extra­
ordinary phenomena of automatic writing and that he 
may appreciate the rapidity with which philosophical 
questions were dealt with in this book, I will indicate 
the mathematical capacity of a writer. • 

0 The Eternal Masquerade," a philosophical and 
historical work of about So,ooo words, was written in 
four months. This represents an average of 5,000 
words a week. Once or twice I (the author) wrote 
over 4,000 words in a day and 11 night, but that was 
only an occasional phase of madness. Any writer, 

1 Book III • was written between September 6, 1923, and 
January 7, 1924-that is, before Book II which chronicles the 
experiences with Valiantine in England. The conversations 
with Johannes are placed in this later section because they 
are mainly impersonal and philosophical and because the 
author did not desire to disturb the evidential sequence. 
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however! will a~ree tha_t to _turn out ~,ooo sane words 
on a ph1losoph1cal sub)ect 1s a long day's work, and 
sufficient to encourage him to do nothing at all on the 
-day following. • 

Now what writer in the world could tum out four 
stimulating essays, containing 2,000 'W01IU, in less 
than half an hour? This has 1:>eei:i done, and the 
~ssays appear between these cov~rs. The essays 
were communicated by automatic writing. 

To the lay mind such phenomena may not appear 
as sensational as the more personal oonversations with 
.a living discarnate spirit, but to me, however, they 
. are equally remarkable, a_nd _in: reality ~ay prove to 
.be •a means of C()~'11umcat1on by which we may 
,eventually obtain a knowledge of supreme value. 

The automatic experiments were made by me 
·•~hrough the mediunu;hip of Mrs. Hester Travers 
Smith, who is very well known in artistic circles and 
'has come prominently before the public through the 
·famous Oscar Wilde script, communicated in the 
-summer of 1923. • • 

There are two forms of automatic writing. One is 
• the actual handwriting with a pencil or a pen on 
-sheets of paper, and die other-en even quicker form 
-is obtained with the aid of the· Ouija Board. The 
Ouija Board takes . the form of the letters of the 
-alphabet-A to Z-:-and the number~1 to 9-being 
placed in numerical order on a green baize table with 
.:a sheet of plate glass on top of them. The value of 
·the Ouija Board is that it affords an equivalent 
.automatic rapidity to that of the typewriter. 

The medium places her hand on a small padded 
pointer. When the messages come through the hand 
·moves with phenomenal rapidity and the messages 
;are read out. This method is infinitely quicker than 
average handwriti~g. • • 

It is by no means unique to have the automatic 
script in a language of which· the scribe is totally 
~gnorant. Therefore, if one can accept such messages 
:as genuine, it is certainly the most rapid of all 
means of intellectual intercourse witb spirits, and in 
-expression it is the clearest. 
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: ;. l\(rs. Travers Smith is the daughter of the late 
·Edward . Dowden, Professor of English Literature, 
author of the standard life of Shelley, a student of 
psychical research, and a Shakespearean scholar. 
She is not a professional- medium, and has had few 
experiences beyond automatic or Ouija Board writini. 
,: . •She has hitherto professed herself to be an agnostic, 
not a spiritist or a spiritualist, which attitude is 
valuable, for it eliminates .the emotional side of the­
problem and leaves the mind free and receptive. 
Underlying there may be in her mind the sense of 
fear, for apart from its scientific value she regards 
psychical research as dangerous. In this I agree, for 
a$ I have already stated it is easy to see that with 
weak or neurotic antellects.the results may be devastat-
i.ng in the initial stages. · . . • , 
. , With all her experience she cannot explain her gift, 
~erefore she neither accepts nor rejects any theory . 
. . During her experiences Mrs. Travers Smith states 
th~t slie has. had several u controls," or guides, who 
apparently act as organizers on the other side. They 
have quaint names and some say that they lived many 
hundreds of years ago. Professor Sir William F. 
Barrett, F .R .S., who h~,i tested Mrs. Travers Smith 
considerably, referring to her " controls " says : " I 
regard them as distinct psychic entities and not mere 
phases of her personality as an automatist." • 

• This is the procedure: Mrs. Travers Smith sits at 
the board or with pencil and paper as the automatist. 
Sometimes she may be accompanied by a second· 
automatist. The control comes, and when questions 
are asked the replies are given immediately and at an 
amazing pace, the automatists merely acting the part 
of-amanuensis. · 

-As a test the letter blocks of the Ouija Board' 
have been indiscriminately disarranged-such as : 
W:B.F.G.X.-before Mrs. Travers Smith is led into 
the room blindfolded. • Then questions have been 
asked and immediately intelligent messages have been 
spelled out by her hand with the pointer, although it 
was· impossible for het to know even the words she­
was writing. 
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She has received messages from persons who were 

totally unknown to her on earth, and on the evidence 
of Sir William F. Barrett every statement has proved 
to be correct. . 

Many of her sittings have taken place with the 
Rev.. Savell Hicks and Mr. Lennox Robinson, the 
author of that brilliant comedy, " The White­
Headed Boy." She was sitting with both of them 
when on a day this message came through : .. It is 
Sir Hugh Lane, drowned. Was on board the 
Lusitattia." They three were shocked, as Lennox 
Robinson and Mrs. Travers Smith knew Sir Hugh. 
At that moment boys were selling the evening papers 
in the street, which contained the news of the <lisaster. 
Mr. Robinson ran out and bought a paper. When 
he came back he pointed to the name of Sir Hugh 
Lane . among the passengers. The sitting was• con­
tinued. The spirit of Sir Hugh Lane described the 
scene on the Lusitania. : " Panic.' Boats lowered. 
Women went first. Lost in an · overcrowded boat, 
fell over. Lost all memory until I saw a light 1 at the 
sitting." 

A few days later Sir Hugh sent another message 
about the last meeting and gave greetings and 
advice to some intimate friends .of his and of Mrs. 
Travers Smith's in Dublin. 

Further messages came through regarding his 
personal affairs, his· pictures, the codicil to his will, 
and the efforts that ; were being made to erect a 
memorial gallery to him in Dublin, which proposal, 
he declared, horrified him. . 

Mrs. Smith's theory why spirits should communi­
cate t}:lrough mediums is deduced from Sir Hugh's 
remarks that " he saw a light." This is logical, and 
has been advanced through various psychic channels. 
It is a light that attracts the spirits and enables them 
to communicate. The light varies; it is sometimes 
strong and sometimes weak, according to the psychic 
powers of the medium and the sitters. 

The Oscar Wilde script was obtained through the 
mediumship of Mrs. Travers Smith whilst sitting with 

1 Further confirmation of the " light " of the medium. 
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· Mr. V-. It came through at a rapid pace-as fast 
~s,. the hand could write. Wilde's signature .was 
an. exact replica, and the handwriting, with its 
peculiarities, is reproduced throughout. Events of 
his childhood were recalled and he mentioned Iso, a 
sister who died as a child, of whom the medium had 
never heard. 

Wilde's literary style was, to my mind, charac­
teristic. The epigrams were typically in Wilde's 
manner and of hts period on earth. To quote one, in 
describing the grey circles in which his spirit was now 
ex~sting, his humour exhibited the survival of his 
personality when he dictated : 11 I can conceive 
nothing more dull than life after death, unless it be 
marriage or dining with a schoolmaster." 

This epigram .is Wildean, representing the wit of 
the nineties. Nowadays marriage is more a riot or a 
fast-consuming furnace, and there exist several sc:hool­
m~sters who are more brilliantly amusing than most 
of .. Qur dramatists and Prime Ministers. • 
' In other messages • Wilde reviewed some of our 
English writers. Of Mr. James. Joyce he says: 
•~..J;ven I, who ~m a shade, and I who have tested 
the . fullness of life. and I its seed of bitterness, l 
sh~uld cry aloud, • Shame· upon Joyce, shame on his 
work, shame on his lying SQul I '. . . Compare this 
~~nster Joyce with our poor Shaw.. Here we find 
v~ry opposite poles. For. both these writers cry 
~oud that they have found the truth. Shaw, like a 
e<:>l,• and timid maiden, hides his enormous modesty 
~1th bluster. Joyce, on the other hand, is not a, 
blusterer at all. In fact, he has not vomited the whole 
even in this vast and monumental volume. For he 
has eaten rapidly; and all the undigested food must 
come away. I feel that Joyce has much to give the 
world before, in his old age, he turns to virtue. For 
by that time he will be tired of truth and turn to 
virtue as a last emetic." 

Of Thomas Hardy : u His simple mind appeals to 
more . . . but all that is in me of rusticity revolts 
against the. realism · that flaunts itself in hopeless 
wandering~ among the fields of Dorsetshire. Think 
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for one moment and reflect that Mr. Hardy's works 
are just the jottings' down of • a limited village 
experience with a primi~ive sense of romance added 
to it. A very harmless writer Hardy. He almost 
succeeded in being a little risky now and then in that 
dull period when he, wrote. I well remember how 
his 'Tess I set maiden hearts throbbing. It was a 
tale which might attract the schoolgirl who imagined. 
she had just arrived at puberty ; but as a work this 
book is shapeless and has neither value as an artificial 
rendering of rustic life nor as a minute study of the 
villa,:.e. Mr. Hardy is indeed the middle-class 
provJilcial. He never dreamt he could arrive, and 
yet,. he had his day partly because he tried to paint 
the peasant, who at this period was just about to peep 
over the horizon for the first time. " 1 

Of George Meredith: 11 I am frankly an admirer of 
Meredith. He, of course, was a man without any 
appreciation whatever of beauty, but he had a Ill~t 
ingenious· way of :plaiting words,· so that his most 
ardent admirers cou~d never extricate his thoughts 
from them. They clung about his ideas as barnacles 
on an old whip, and he was so completely clogged 
that his ideas escaped and only words were left. 
But after all, what an immense achievement it is· to 
plait !he English larig11age. l never attempted· this 
-experiment myself. • My plan was to select my words, 
to cherish them and move them from one corner of 
my room to another; u~til they each ·and all received 
their due. Merediih collected them and wove them so 
intricately that his itltf!lligence was cramped by them 
·and no one ever penetrate~ their cr\,Jstated masses.,. 

Of Mr. G. B. Shaw: "I had a kindly feeling for 
poor Shaw. He had ~ucn a keeri d~sire to be original 
that it moved my pity~· • He was without any sense of 
ileauty or even a sense of • the dramatic side of life. 
And yet there was the passionate yearning to be· a 
personage, to force his person on the world, to press 
'In, in spite of the better taste of those who went befor~ 
·him. I have a vefy great respe~ for his worlc. 

1 'What about " The D"1asts," oh egoistic shade of Oscar -Wilde? . • •.• 
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After ·all ·he is my fellow countryman. . We share the 
sanie misfortune in that '.matter.- I think Shaw ~•Y 
be~lled the true type of the pleb. He is so anxious 
to~:prove himself honest ·and outspoken that he utters 
a·.great deal more than he is able to think.·• He 
is·. ever ready to • call: upon bis audience to· admire 
his· work, and his audience admires it from· sheer 
symfathy with his delight.'' ·· . . • · 
, , 0 · Mr. Arnold Bennett : " He is the assiduous 
apprentice to literature who has conjured so long with 
the wand of his master, Flaubert, th•t he has really 
succeeded· in persuading himself and others that . he 
has learnt the trick. But Flaubert's secret is far from 
him. Of his characters one may say that they never 
say a cultured thing and, never do an extraordinary 
one. They are, of course, perfectly true to life-as 
true as a bad picture. . . . Mr. Bennett has under­
taken a grave· responsibility by adding to the number 
of:·disagreeable types in. the world." • . 

Of George Moore : " My little countryman from 
Dublin ? Little Moore is absolutely little, mind ·and 
soul. Moore is the dwarf who thinks himself a 
giant. This is quite natural for one of stature such 
~ his. _But, ~rangely,riMoore has made an entry 
into· Lonclon with drum .and fife. • Moore's great 
desire to shine has hell)ed his progress. In • his 
f·o1.1meyings he Jias traveJfed many roads. He goes a 
ittle way and then turns back because he cannot find 

the creature he desires in any country. When I 
speak of Moore, futility Is all I see before me.- The 
man that misses, this is little Moore." . , . · • •. 
'" ()f the SitweU's verses : " -I do not spend my 
precious hours catching· tadpoJ~. . I only leap • into 
the"minds of those who have a certain value. Below 
this:standard I do not sink." 
. •· Of modern writers : '' I. am not given to admiration, 

I f.eiar. But if you ask me sincerely whom I admire 
among the modern dramatists I think there is only 
one who has any. approach to form and a sen~e of 
drama. I assure you the only mind I have entered 
into which · appeals to my literary sense is John· 
Galsworthy. He is my successor in a sense. Re is 
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the aristocrat in literature, the man who takes joy in 
selection, as our poor friend, Shaw, never did. Shaw 
plunges in and seizes the first object his hand can 
gm!ip, and takes a wholesome joy in ripping it to 
pieces. Galsworthy is slow in his selection, but when 
he selects he does so from an exquisite sense of 
fitness, and he presents the complete pattern of his 
idea . ... '' 

Of painting and its connection with lite1;-ature : 
" Let your imagination strain itself a little. Take 
one word and let its sound sink deep into your mind 
and conjure up at the same time a deep and richly 
coloured tone. Take the word purple. Let . the 
infinite depths of that rich colour penetrate your being 
and listen to the word and let its music bring to your 
mind the depths of tone that comes from perfumed 
violets till word and colour merge into each .other. 
This gives you some idea of how my work was 
wrought and fashioned, of how my music sprang from 
word and colour both. (For as I wrote I held the 
picture ever in my mind of pattern wrought from 
colour and from sound.) And as I wove the web I 
added richness as I went, ever fashioning, moulding 
and forming, until a perfect shape rose from me~ 
This was my own particular form of art-an art which 
gave me light, which has not vanished with my good 
name and all that fame the false world lieaped upon 
me. For my art had sprung direct from nature, 
nature was the force that gave it being. I was the 
priest who fashioned from it the thing created, 
perfecting the form with care and infinite pain until 
the children of my being had grown to their full 
stature and like stately swans had floated out upon 
the waters and escaped from me into the infinite 
where they shall never perish.'' 

Of woman : .. Woman was to me a colour, a 
sound. She gave me all. She gave me first desire, 
desire gave birth to that mysterious essence which 
was within me. And from that deeply distilted and 
perfumed drug my thoughts were born ; and from my 
thoughts words sprang. Each word I used became a 
child to me. I loved my words and cherished them 
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in secret. They became so precious that they were 
hidden from the gaze of men until I nurtured them, 
and in their fullness brought them forth as symbols 
of the woman.'' 

In my opinion, such writing, from whatever source 
it came, could not have evolved from the mind of 
Mrs. Travers Smith. The style is utterly and 
completely different from hers. 

The effect of a changed " polarity " in the 
association of the medium for automatic writing with 
a new sitter is interesting. Mrs. Travers Smith 
recently- tried the experiment of sitting with Mr. 
Bligh Bond. No trace is apparent of the Oscar 
Wilde control. Instead of this, at once a group of 
Glastonbury monks purport to communicate, one 
after another reciting details of the burial of Abbey 
relics in A.D. g8o-a year in which history affirms 
great fear of Danish incursions. 

Following this comes much poetic script of the 
Sangreal and King Arthur's Round Table, and 
finally the whole of the missionary journeys of 
St. Philip the Evangelist are detailed, with the 
promise of his lost .. Gospel "-a document known 
only by tradition among the ante-Nicene Fathers of 
the Church. • 

For very many y~rs automatic messages have 
been received by various 'people, but until quite 
recently most of them were dull and uninspired, and 
took the form of the pseudo religious or sentimental 
sort. AU appear to liave been dictated by spirits of 
an extraordinarily low intelligence. 

Having met Mrs. Travers Smith, I saw no nece!iSity 
for making any blindfold tests, as this meant that I 
should have to read and transcribe, and since we 
found that by sitting together we could achieve rapid 
results there seemed to lie no object in imposing 
difficulties, especially as the subjects I wished to 
deal with were philosophical and not personal. My 
purpose was to test the discarnate intelligence on 
problems which at the moment were occupying my 
mind, or the minds of those associated with me. 

Mrs. Travers Smith says that during her experi-
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ences sittings have varied considerably. With some 
sitters the results are slow and unsuccessful, with 
others, fluent and intelligent. If we regard the 
spirits as possessing likes and dislikes, which is 
perfectly loJical, it is only natural to assume that they 
will not wish to be bothered to communicate with 
sceptics and antagonists. 

Mrs. Travers Smith says that the best results are 
obtained when the medium receives the messages 
through the brain and transmits them to the board 
whilst the sitter provides the mental force. 

She also states that controls and spirits dislike 
being subjected to evidential questions. This is quite 
understandable, just as an invited guest would be 
indignant if he walked into one's house to have his 
identity questioned. . 

In my experiments the method between Mrs. 
Travers Smith and myself was that she . placed 
her hand on mine, while I put the questions to her 
guide, Johannes. Immediately the question was put 
her hand would fly away from mine and transcribe 
the messages in reply on the Ouija Board, while I 
recorded them in my own system of shorthand, with 
pencil on pa~r. Although I am able to write at a 
terrific pace, I found it at first extremely difficult to 
keep up. Some of the messages were so long that 
often we had to stop them 6ecause we were both 
exhausted. In later experiments, however, I dis­
covered that by leaving my hand quite limp,. I 
could write at an infinitely quicker pace and without 
any exhaustion. Often during late afternoon sittings 
I worked in almost darkness, and not only I wrote.a 
clear and legible hand but in lines absolutely straight. 

I doubt if there is a living writer who could liav~ 
submitted to such a test. Answers requirinJ serious. 
consideration came slick on the heel of questions. , . 

There is neither human nor scientific explanation 
for these oommunications. Richet's theory of 
•' cryptesthesis '' (~ hidden sensibility) is as diffi­
cult a theory to accept as is to some the acceptance 
of a spirit existence in after-life with powers . tp 
communicate wi_th the earth-plane. 
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CHAPTER II 

ON GOD AND WAR 

.A first esperiment fn avtomotft 1Driting-Two spirits: 
Ianthus and Johannes-Johannes's UJar j,ldlosoj,hy: " It 
Is t~e Primitrue desire Jo, blood ''-The E-uol-uing Wheel 
-A rlddle that is withDtit aft a,a.swer-The au.tho, is 
bftte,- about.,,,,.., he calls a "sa11age madness." 

September 6, 1923. 

THE record of my first experience with Mrs. Travers 
Smith. 

We sat together, and taking a pencil in my hand 
Mrs. Travers Smith placed her hand upon mine. I 
left mine quite inert. Nothing happened for a 
minute or two and then my hand began to write 
strange scrolls; then without any thought or effort 
on my part I wrote my ~wn name; also the words 
u Johannes " and II lanthus." 

Then Mrs. Travers Smith took the pencil and 
I rested my hand on hers. Suddenly her hand 
twitched and she commenced to write rapidly : 
•' Johannes is here. I have come here as you called 
me. lanthus is with me." 

She told me that Johannes was her control. Ian thus 
she did not know. The Ouija Board was there, so 
we agreed to use it as it is the quickest method of 
receiving messages. 

I placed my hand upon hers for a few moments, 
after which her fingers moved with amazinf quick­
ness and she dictated the messages which record 
herewith. 

IANTHUS-1 want to speak. I am one of the 
guides of the man who is here. I was born in 
Greece three hundred years before your Christ. My 
name is Ianthus. I will help him. He has a great 
deal of power. I am lanthus and was born in 
Delphi. I was in the temple for some time. I ~ef t 
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my own land afterwards and came to France, where 
I lived for many years, but Greece is my own 
country. This man has a very freat deal of power, 
but he has not used it so far. want to help him, 
and if he tries he can get close to us on this side. 
I might be able to write through him soon, but .he 
must have patience, because he has not yet acquired 
sufficient passivity. Already people have been 
around him from here. They have tried to speak, 
but he cannot get into touch with them unless he 
gives them more time. I can help him if he calls 
me; I think he can do a great deal in this way. It 
might be better than the pencil. There is one person 
who has a special desire to get in touch with him. 
He is too definite at present; he must let his mind 
become q~ite loose. I have been with him for many 
years, but could not speak because I was not ca1led. 

MRs. TRAVERS SMITH-ls there any particular 
question you would like to put to him or to Johannes? 

H.D.B.-It is not easy to think of questions on 
the spur of the moment. I am much more interested 
in philosophy than anything else. Let us ask 
Johannes to give us his opinion on the perpetual 
human wars which have dragged down civilization. 

J OHANNES-ln our sphere there is a struggle too, 
but here there is a difference. We cannot destroy 
our physical parts because they do not exist. There 
is no real solution in the world for that desire which 
causes men to destroy each other's bodies, but there 
will be a great peace soon because the thirst for 
destruction is almost spent; and, on our side, we 
cannot have these people thrust unprepared on .us 
any longer. The problem of war in the world is in 
reality the primitive desire for blood, for sacrifice, 
for flesh, and that cannot be removed entirely. Over 
here the struggle is different. There is no destruc~ 
tion, for destruction here is impossible, but there is 
the possibility of a casting back of the Evolving 
Wheel. We can be thrust back if evil overcomes 
us. We know that here it is a case of develop­
ment and experience, and for the completion of that 
experience it is necessary to struggle, or be crushed 
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and driven back. This knowing helps us. In the 
world you cannot know because the body dogs you. 
In the great wars in your sphere you have had des­
truction of the body, but in many cases souls have 
brought a draught of knowledge over to this side, 
which has saved them the horror of being driven 
backwards wh~:m they have arrived. If you imagine 
that by word or even by desire or ideas you can end 
this longin~ for destruction on your planet you will 
be disappomted always, because it is inevitable. It 
is primitive, it is born of those who came into the 
flesh. I want you to understand the great difference 
between the people who are destroyed in war and 
those who are driven over here by natural causes. 
Those who have crowded over during the last few 
days have not been the prey of evil thoughts. They 
may come to us and suffer nothing. In a war it is 
different. For in spite of all that leads towards 
civilization, tpose who fight have had their brute 
parts brought to the fore, and these tirute parts must 
be destroyed before their souls find room for growth. 

H.D.B.-Do you on your sphere acknowledge and 
accept the omnipotence of one Supreme God? 

JoHANNEs-My dear friend, you ask me a question 
which none of us who have been here for centuries 
can reply to. We know far more than/ou do. We 
have lived in many different worlds an have gained 
by the memory of all our past existences, which is 
collective memory ; but God, as you speak of Him, 
is as mysterious here as He is there. In the begin­
ning was chaos; vapour and mist surged about 
without form or order, but behind all the chaos was a 
deep, mysterious force, which you call God, and He 
is hidden from us as HE! was hidden then. The real 
beginning of the universe was when particles began 
to move towards one other. It is the system upon 
which the whole great work was based. It applies 
to the heavens, the stars, and the planets, to each 
rock, to every flower, to every living creature, and 
most supremely to you poor human victims of that 
desire which binds you to each other. If you speak 
of God you sometimes think of love, sometimes of 
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force and cruelty, but believe me, there is absolutely 
no limit to Him. He contains all in Himself, supreme 
in love, supreme in hate and cruelty. He is the 
ground work of all that is, and we who are only 
particl~s must pass into the Infinite Being-into 
Him who is not to be seen or understood. From 
time to time He must pass over the world to destroy, 
for no human passion is as His, but from time to 
time He will smile and there will be fertility and 
plent1. All things come from Him ; man has no 
part 1n anything. 

This ended my first experitn,ent in automatic 
writing. . . . . . . . 

Johannes's discourse on wars appears to be logical, 
and so far as the world has developed there certainly 
does not seem much prospect of eradicating this 
cancerous disease. If we accept Johannes as a spirit 
of a high intelligence, even so that is no reason why 
we should accept his views as infallible. He. is 
justified in his opinion because he has viewed the 
human strife for thousands of years. But evolution 
on our physical plane may eventually conquer this 
devastating· stupidity and whilst I am on earth I will 
never cease to declaim against this savage madness. 

When he speaks of God, Johannes is definite· ln 
his acceptance, but confesses that even after centuries 
of experience of the after-life he has not arrived at 
the condition in which he can comprehend the vast­
ness of this mysterious force. 

That is what I should regard as the right con­
ception of God. If He is the great Spirit that we 
intuitively feel, it is impudent to assume that ·we 
should enter into the intimacy of His presence 
directly we have finished our tin-pot life on this 
mean-spirited earth. Here we are crudely living the 
first few moments of the soul's existence, and in our 
journey towards the refinement of eternity we are at 
present mere infants learning our first few lessons in 
experience and gaining here and there some crumb 
of wisdom from our follies. • 
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CHAPTER III 

THE PHILOSOPHY OP SEX 

Johannes is asked, about the survi11al of the sexual instinct 
-The birth of thoughts-The spirit of Johannes rebukes 
out' authOf'-Woman's place in the Spirit WOf'ld-The 
great creator - Eaf'th&y lo'llef's In aftw-lif e - Electi11e 
affinities-The man who has ne11ef' l011ed-The only t'eal 
sins-Johannes on Dennis Bf'adley-And Dennis Bf'adley 
points a mora't-Perfect io-ve and mental baf'barity-A 
roseate dream. 

Octobef' 9, 19:13. 

I HAD not thought out any particular subject for 
conversation, so my questions were put on the 
impulse of the moment. 

Johannes announced his unseen presence in a 
message of greeting to Mrs. Travers Smith and me. 

H.D.B.--Will you please tell us, Johannes, how 
you regard the question of sex from the moral point 
and also tell us whether the sexual instinct contmues 
on your sphere? 

JOHANNES-It seems to me very easy to answer. 
Do you want to know whether sex continues on this 
side or how we regard it from the moral point of 
view? 

H.D.B.-Please explain both points to us. 
JOHANNES-You will want to know whether it 

continues first. I shall try to explain that sex reall1t 
consists in the perfecting of two halves into a whole. 
Of course over here that continues, but not in the 
earthly way. Over here we have got rid of the body, 
but there remains soul and spirit, and sex continues 
between mind and mind ; the male mind perfecting 
the female until new thoughts and ideas are born of 
that connection. It is a complete mistake on the 
part of the human race to assume that sex vanishes 

\ 
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over here. It is the root of all life-the life of ideas 
as well as of earthly children, and it must continue 
from the very beginning to the very end, for spirit 
and spirit must perfect each other as mind perfects 
mind. Do you follow? My dear people, I feel you 
understand very little about us or even about your­
selves. The whole universe is governed by the 
attraction of particles. It is the fundamental law, 
and sex is merely a branch of this great law which 
governs not the earth alone but the constellations 
and the sun which ride in the fiery heavens. 

H.D.B.-Now give us your view of sex from the 
morality point of view. 

JOHANNES-My dear man, why should you, who 
seem to me a sa~e, even a wise, person, ask such a 
foolish question ? There are no morals. Nothing is 
moral or immoral, but there is wisdom and folly, and 
the mistaken use of sex on your planet is merely a 
form of folly. If you could only appreciate the 
wisdom of what you call morality there would be no 
immorality. Over here there is less on the whole, 
because we are better able to appreciate each other's 
mental parts, but there is a certain amount of folly 
over here too, and at times we pay for this. Not 
when we arrive at a certain stage of development, but 
in our early stages we sometimes commit acts of 
foolishness. The mental portion is exposed in a 
way you cannot understand, therefore there are 
fewer mistakes in temperament than on your earth, 
but the spirit being hidden it is at times possible to 
make unfortunate mistakes which would correspond 
to what you call sexual blunders, and it retards pro­
gress as it retards it on your sphere. Do you want 
to ask further questions on that subject? 

H.D.B.-Yes, I do. But first tell us whether you 
regard the male or the female as the higher being ? 

J OHANNES-N eitber higher nor yet lower; these 
are not used to apply to two parts of a whole. The 
woman is ever the same here as with you. She is 
the power that creates ideals in man. She is the 
great creator; not only of children but of thoughts. 
Her responsibility is even greater than that of the 
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man. Not only does she bring forth children, but 
she actually creates the ideals low or high, as the 
case may be, of the male. And for that reason when 
a high and holy act has to be accomplished, it is 
the woman who is chosen to perform it. It is her 
inheritance; her responsibility. But y5>u must not 
imagine that man is not her equal. He is not her 
superior; he does not give her ideals as she does to 
him, but he encloses her as the cup encloses the 
Sower, and he can make or destroy her as he wishes. 
He is the more powerful, though to her is given the 
greater burden. Here it is as it is on earth. She 
goes on as the woman soul; he as the man. Now I 
want you to understand that what you call love has 
nothing to do with this. Love may exist in many 
other forms. You asked me about sex, for sex 
is the law; love is not a law but an inspiration. 
You understand, I . hope, ~nd do not confuse 
these two. 

H.D.B.-Yes, I do understand that love is an 
inspiration. Tell me, if two beings--man and 
woman-love each other on earth, are they sure to 
meet each other again in the after-life ? 

J oHANNES-1 can answer that at once. Love counts 
only as an attraction. Sex may go on again with 
others, but where love comes in there is a certainty 
of meeting over here. That is the law of attraction 
I have spoken of. Those who have loved one another 
must meet here. They cannot avoid it. But not so 
with a mere sex attraction, which even on your little 
planet soon fades. 

H.D.B.-What happens in the case _of the man 
who has loved • more than one woman, or that of the 
woman who has loved more than one man? 

JOHANNES-I can explain. There are degrees in 
love as in everything else. Man and woman are 
really two parts of a whole, and your idea, which is 
often scoffed at• of elective affinities is not a mistaken 
one; those who loved one another on earth meet here, 
but just imagine how much more they know of their 
minds. Elective affinities recognize one another at 
once. They rush to one another and complete each 
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other. The rest a~e friends, but this completion of 
the whole is inevitable. . • 

H.D.B.-Wbat :the~ is the position of the man 
who has never loved ot has ·nev~r · been loved? 

• J OHANNEs-That is more diffi<:illt. Nature has 
turned him out as half a shell~ : without its corres­
ponding shell, and he drifts about here looking for 
the other part, and the explanation is that the other 
part is· in a totally different degree of development. 
They will probably find each otller eventually, but it 
may be delayed long. His singleness delays his 
pr~gress. He will wait until site finds him. 

H.D.8.-Let us take the case of a man who is 
happily married on earth and has children. We will 
assume that he loves his wife and loves his children, 
but in addition he also loves another woman, not 
merely in the physical sense, but completely in soul 
and mind with that inspiration_ of which you have 
spoken. Now what would be the result of breaking 
the thread with either of these two women ? 

J OHANNES-1 feel that this is a very difficult subject 
to speak of. It is dangerous to break the thread 
between two people when children are in question. 
I will explain why. The time has not come for that 
mental completion while a man is on earth and there 
is the continuance of himself in his children, which 
should not be interrup~ed or broken in any way. But 
then there is again the pain which would be inflicted 
on the .~econd woman if he has really found his own. 
I mean if this is the case he would inflict such a 
wound on her that she would take a long time to 
recover from it evexf over here. ~ think he must 
weigh th~ two points. It is good to be with her. 
It is bad for the ' continuance of himself in his 
children. Do not look at it fro~ the. poi~t of ri,rht 
and wrong. There are no such: points m reality, 
unless you can apply them to cru·etty or hardness. 
They are the only real sins. 

An interruption. • 
J OHANNEs-Wilde is here. 
A pause. 
MRS. TRAVERS SMITH (to H.D.B.)-Johannes says 
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.he dislikes Oscar Wilde intensely. He • was very 
annoyed when the first Wilde communication came 
thrqugh. . . . · . . . 

JOHANNES (f'etu,ni~g}.,-1 -have sent him away. He 
~•·.a very unpleasant personality, but since the 
Glastonbury monks1 came he is . less dangerous to 
you. I do not mind. h,im talking to you at times. 
, . , MRS •. TRAVERS SMITH...:..... Johannes, would you like 
to _give us your opinion of H.D.B.? . · 
. • JOHANNES-I think he has a curious combination 

h1 -his character~ . There is a deep tendency to believe 
in him, and also a reasoning power which negatives 
it to a great extent. It is• as· if two minds were con­
fined in one person. They continually contradict 
each other. There is this faithful mind ready 
to follow and believe, and there is this .questionh1g 
creature ever ready tQ hold the other back. - That 
second mind has much the greater sway with him, 
but the first sometimes suffers in being repressed. 
There is a certain kind of truth in this man. He 
believes that things are going to expand. The feel­
ing of annihilation does not appeal to him at all 
~ecause he has a reasoning mind, but he will always 
suffer from conflict. ,,•;:-
. • Here the sitting ended. 

' . . . . •-

,The discussion was intriguing. It must be 
~sumed that Johannes gives his theories only to .the 
extent of his individual spirit knowledge and in 
accordance, perhaps, with the inclinations of liis 
intelligence. . 

One must not assume that his communications 
r€;pr.esent the belief of the spirit world. Obviously 
od1er spirit infelligences have formed other ideas. 
Nothing should be fixed. Anything that is fixed 
loses sensitiveness and entails the death of emotion. 
Wh.en vibration ceases balance is replaced by 
rigidity. 

Sex is of perpetual interest to us. It is therefore 
alluring to be told that it is still alive in after-life, 

1 This refers to the Glastonbury script. 
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although the form of functioning i1; more spiritual, 
and probably embraces a more refined ecstasy. 

The statement of Johannes that from the connection 
of the male and female spirits new thoughts and 
ideas are born is poetic. 

The. discordant morality view, which is a fixed and 
man-made law, or convention, covering a multitude 
of hypocrisies, is abhorred by every developed 
intellect. The question of mor~lity or immorality is 
a quest!on of use or abuse, of wisd~m o_r of folly. 

The idea that a man and a woman might love each 
other in the most perfect beauty conceivable, and yet, 
because these two had not conformed to some narrowly 
prescribed code, that such a love should be deemec:I 
evil or immoral is an ab~urdity. That severance 
should be ordered by convention or by law is. an 
exhibition of mental barbarity. · 

The theory that affinities meet again and, unite in 
another world fits into the scheme, and it is possible 
that until we arrive at a higher state of understand­
ing and intelligence we may not know for certain 
wfiich is our affinity or our twin-soul. That man 
and woman merge again into one coincides with: the 
entire mystical scheme of creation so far as we· can 
comprehend it. • 

Whatever the complications presented to our 
minds in earthly condition these are likely to lose 
their significance with the development of higher 
senses. It is encouraging to know that Jove and 
emotion survive, and that there lies before us the 
prospect of new ecstasies of a more enthralling 
refinement. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE INIQUITY OF HUMA.'l SLAUGHTER 

Johannes's history: a Jew born in Judea; student of Egyptia~ 
• low; looking back at the t>_ast Gnd down at the present; 

might ha'Ve been a disciple of Christ-How the soul 
ente'1.s the a/te'1-world-H.D.B/s question about· the 

.. taking of -human life and Johanne.s's answer-Anothe'1 
.. H.D.B .. question: Reimamaticm on earth-Johanne.s's 

. • iatks about a younger world-Th# autho'1 cm his g,:eat 
. _ 1iatred-Wa1': Centuries of da'1knes.s for war-mongers. 

October 16, 1923. 

Mas. TRAVERS SMITH and I continue our conversa­
'ions with Johannes . 

. H.D.B.-1 am very interested in your philosophy, 
Johannes, but before we proceed to a discussion I 
should like you to tell me • a little of your life when 
on this earth. 
• JOHANNES-You must go very far back to imagine 
my life. I am a Jew and was born in Judea. I 
took a great interest in learning and I studied deeply 
the works of those vile peoples who preserve their 
dead. I am quite conv.ersant with their people and 
the ideas which drove them to those dreadful 
practices. I studied the law of Egypt because it .was 
necessary for me in order to understand my religion, 
but when I arrived at the point where I had to look 
back on the past and down at the present, I realized 
that my own religion was almost as barren as theirs, 
and I sickened and lost all interest in philosophy for 
some time. My mind is open and if I had been alive 
when Christ was condemned I should have been one 
of His disciples, because He made for progress. 
Our old creed was made in order to shut out ideas 
and. growth. You may be surprised to hear this 
from me, but it is in reality because of my own special 
bent of mind that I am now in the position of one 
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who is possessed pf collective memories., I was, in 
my day, considered a wise man. I have been in all 
the temples of my native country and I learnt most 
of the tilings that could be learnt in my day. I c.ame 
to see the folly of religion. 
• H.D.B.-At the end of physic.al life on earth 
with death comes the decomposition of the body. 
Assuming that the soul, or spirit, continues to live 
in another sphere, does there then come a time when 
the soul, or spirit, dies or passes into a further form 
of existence ? 
• JoHANNEs-You say after physical death the body 
dies, and the sriri~ ~,~ms !Olive on~ ~hat _happens 
after? Well, wall explaan. to your finate mand what 
concerns the infinite. When you are ,born ~u are 
made of three parts. One is your body. This is 
really only a cloak which is cast around you to pr~ 
tect the precious part of . your • personality. Then 
you have another covering for your spirit. This is 
what you call soul, or mind. They are the same. 
It is your intellect, or instinct, which is quite apart 
from that. This soul, as you call it, is entirely 
intellectual and is limited, in a sense, because it is 
governed by reason entirely. When you cast off 
your heavy cloak at death you enter our world with 
your soul wearing its cover. The period during 
which you preserve the covering of the soul is long; 
far longer than your earth life, and during that time 
you have many experiences in: passing from one 
sphere to another and from pne plane to another. 
Now the spheres are places, as you would say. They 
contain the souls which are still learning what must 
be known, and the planes are just intellectual planes. 
As you learn you pass on from one to another. At 
a certain stage of deveiopment you come to what I 
have arrived at. You are then able to review your 
work and see the path that lies behind you. Before 
that time your separate stages are kept apart and 
your memory of them is merely fragmentary. After 
that stage, where you still preserve the soul and 
mind, comes your second death. That is the period 
when experience is sufficient . and you cast off your 
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soul and enter into the spirit which is mere intuition. 
A. rest and peace incomparable with anything you 
can. imagine . 
. H.D.B.-That is quite splendidly defined. Now 

will you tell me this : How ao. you regard the taking 
of .human life, in any form-either by the individual 
in· personal revenge or retribution, or in the warfare 
of nations, or by the order of the-. law as a penalty 
for crime? 

. J OHANNEs-That is a great question. • I must be 
heard for this is very important. I must explain 
first_ that I am not speaking of good and ell'.il. I ·am 
speaking of wisdom and folly and, therefore,· I must 
not be misunderstood in this matter. Man has taken 
upon himself a vast responsibility in attempting to 
cut the thread before its natural- time. It is folly 
of the worst description. You know, I· dare say; 
that the most severe penalty over here falls on him· 
who takes his own life. That is, as if you ate your 
own body. It is exactly similar, but the eating of 
the•, body does not happen. The act that cuts the 
th~d. comes. right from out the bod!. It is • a 
revenge pf body on soul. This is a oriving · back 
of .the soul-into darkness ,and it means a long period 
i~_. ,'.\Vhich growth is impossible. • You understand, 
perhaps, why suicide is so criminal an act. You 
rnight imagine that murder, as you call it, is .a 
q~vier sin than suicide. It is npt so. It is less 
~wise to kill one's fellow-man than to cut the thread 
<;>{..,one's own life. For murder is the revenge of 
bpdy on body; suicide is the revenge of body . on 
m-ipcl. You ask me about general slaughter which 
is brou~ht about for a cause. I need hardly tell you 
that this is doubly criminal. As the man is to the 
crowd so is war to murder. It is not that motive of 
revenge exactly; it is a desire to destroy which comes 
directly from the flesh and crushes the spirit com­
pl~tely. And as suicide is more unwise than murder 
so civil war in a country is more unwise than war 
against another people. I suppose you have noticed 
that. Civil war brings more immediate misery than 
aey other form of struggle. Over here we are not 
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without struggle, but it is not a struggle which can 
destroy. It can only wound. For our condition of 
soul and spirit is so much more protected than yours 
of the three-fold parts, that we cannot possibly be 
driven before pur time into the spirit world. Now I 
break off into human ideas of justice. It is a very 
much misused term. That law which condemns a 
man to lose his life is only dangerous to those whO. 
judge him. I do not mean the actual persons who 
are paid to administrate the law, but all those who 
are willing that he should be killed. It is a crime, 
and over here those who have been so blind and 
mistaken as to believe they are ridding the world of 
a pest find that their own remorse is a wprse punish­
ment than he received. · For why should one man be 
condemned by many ? There is a type of mind on 
your earth which is almost completely brutal, but 
you should take into consideration that such a man 
has been arrested in his mental development. Try 
to think of the earth as a large place where things 
are manufactured and thrown out good and bad. 
Some human beings have really not been given their 
full chance because they are defective. Here it would 
mean for them that their progress would be slow 
after death, but if you in your· folly cut the thread 
of life and fling the soul over here with a heavy 
wound upon it, the progress is arrested in a way that 
means almost complete coma for a long period. 
,When you have reached here and have realized your 
stupidity you will suffer if you have condemned a 
man to this great stop in his spiritual life. The 
murderer would pay his toll in any case. You need 
not do more than prevent him from repeating his 
folly. 

H.D.B.-Now I want to put to you a question, 
which is not mine, but th~t of a fellow student. Are 
an'y human beings reincarnated on earth? And, if 
so, is there ever in a man •s existence a moment when 
the possibility of his former reincarnations are 
brought to his mind, consciously or subconsciously, 
in a definite form? 

JOHANNEs-Surely you know that you are not ever 
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.to come here again and you were never here before, 
but your friends, those who are very dear to you, 
are old acquaintances, and you cannot get away from 
them even in your further states. You have been · in 
many places, spme of them more interesting than 
. the world you are in now, and you will pass on to 
many more. Why wish to come back? - It is 
Jetting old and dim, and you, with · your vivid 
interests, should want a youn·ger world to live in. 
You will pass on from here to a new star. One of 
the blue stars that are younger than the world you 
are in. It is far better than some you have passed 
through, and if you had made your life a poor thing 
here, as some people do, you would move backwards 
to a still older star than the earth, and your life 
would be less vivid and more comatose. It is all a 
matter which is in your own hands. There is no 
fate standing over you; you can do most things if 
yc;>u have sufficient desire, and if your desires turn 
on what is mental and not physical you will certainly 
move on to a more vivid and younger plane. But 
back to the old earth you do not go again. You 
are there once and never more, but, of course, there 
is reincarnation in a sense.1 You might even go 
back into a · more material body if you were foolish 
enough. 

The sitting ended. . . . 
. It was a pleasant touch 9f intimacy to acquire-the 

history of Johannes on earth. I have a great liking 
for the spirit of this intellectual Jew. • 

•Beyond the human problems he gives us the theory 
of a second death. We humans encompass the 
trinity" of the body, soul, and spirit. We shed the 
body at earthly death, and after centuries of experi­
ence in other spheres we shed the soul and become 
purely spirit. This last stage is one at which 
Johannes has n9t arrived. It is useless for us to 
endeavour to comprehend this. We can only 

1 This statement of Johannes may at first appear involved, 
but,a study will elucidate it. 
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assume the condition tQ be one m~rging into ·the 
godhead. • • •• 

He says that suicide is regarde(I ~ the worst crime, 
and in that I certainly agree. It is .an almost fatal 
weakness. It is the revenge of the f:>ody on the sout 
It is the desi-,e for ,etemaf oblivion,· but the oblivion 
which results is the· horror of conscious oblivion with­
out the spiritual strength to make an effort towards 
development. We are:born with a free will. There 
is in us all the spark which we can fan into the 
eternal light. Our station in life bet~ is of no matter, 
nor does any material pr°S~ess co1:int; it is how __ we 
develop the soul and ~e sp1r1t that 1s of value. • • 

Analysin_J the degrees of criminality of human 
slaughter Johannes states deliberately that ma-, is 
dov6ly c'Timina.l to mu1'dn. That is true. And it 
represents the opinions I expressed so passionately and 
fearlessly in my war articles during 1916 and 1917 
when the damned cowards in power who were organiz­
ing the slaughter were frightened to put me in prison, 
because they knew I was a fighter possessing a 
greater strength of purpose than theirs .. 

Political pygmies should summon the remnants of 
their intelligence and pause for a moment to con­
sider. They may continue to play their miserable, 
material game of organized slaughter, whilst in their 
craftiness they slink behind in the security of their 
council chambers; but if they can realize that life is 
an eternity from which there is no escape, they may 
learn that by their 'retrogression they have sentenced 
themselves to centuries of darkness before they can 
cast out from their minds the nauseating obsession 
of animalism and release their thwarted souls to the 
freedom of spiritual ijrowth. • 

Man's inheritance as the divine flame. If this 
inheritance is prodigally squandered in a debauchery 
of material cruelty during the short span of our 
primitive existence on this earth, then an inevitable 
Justice will decree that the price must be paid in an 
zon of spiritual poverty and toil until that patrim.;,ny 
is regained. 

Let the phrase, which I have not invented, .but 
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which came from Johannes, sink well into the souls 
of every man. 
J·Wa1 is doubly ~iminal to mu1de-r . 

. . , :Then Johannes deals with our conception of human 
justice. He says that the condemnation of a man 
to·death by law is a crime. • . . . . 
,,:We humans are arrogant in our conceits. In our 
ignorance we regard · life purely as physical and 
arrogate to ourselves the right • to dispose of it by 
human laws. • · · • 
·.·No-man has the right to order the cutting of the 

thread of life which belongs to another man .. 
The death penalty • should be abolished. • The 

murderer can be dealt with by restricting his liberty 
of action. Meanwhile he can be afforded the oppor­
tunity of realizing his crime and in doing $0 perhaps 
find his soul. . 
, There is this to be said ; there is almost alwar,s a 

personal motive in murder, but there is no personal 
motive in war. War is organized slaughter. A man 
sits in a foul trench and hurls a hand grenade at some 
unknown man, pr drops from an aeroplane a bomb 
on some mass of humans against whom he. has no 
personal grudge. By his hand he may destroy fine 
human beings from whom, in the ordinary course of 
e\rents, he would meet with kindness. Is there logic, 
or sense, or justice, or anything but devastating 
beastliness in such a system ? Can we dare to boast 
of a high civilization or pretend to acknowledge the 
existence of soul or· spirit whilst such an an·imal 
philosophy is permitted to obtain ? . 

This system must be ,smashed before we can dream 
of' progress. It is an • iniquity tp the int~lligence of 
man tliat this crime of war, which is infinitely worse 
than murder, should be recognized, acclaimed, pro­
pitiated, and encouraged not only by the. corrupt 
governments of the world, but by the Churches, 
which prostitute the elementary code and by • evil 
weakness blaspheme the great God they profess and 
praise, but reject and spurn. In their eyes their 
God is more evil than the most evil thought of. the 
'cni>st evil man. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE ARTS ON HIGHER SPHERES 

Johannes on pain: a necessary e,r;perience-On the artist and 
the warri01'-/es11,s the greatest of lo-vers-H.D.B. recei1Jes 
Jihilosopkical confirmation-The birth at death-A rt and 
after-life-The three branch.es of lo-ve-The author dis~ 
misses the great warrior with the spittle of scorn. 

October 23, 1923. 

THE conversation with Johannes was again character­
ized by its rapid and brilliant fluency. 

H.D.B.-Will you please explain to us why it is 
deemed necessary for us cm earth to suffer mental 
and physical pain. What is the solution of this 
mystery? 

JoHANNE~Pain is part of experience. Sure!y 
you understand that life here and hereafter is 
necessary for experience. Its beauty is the beauty 
of contrast. Light and darkness I Joy and pain I 
You feel yourself that you would not have enjoyed 
what gives you the highest ecstasy if you had not 
possessed the necessary experience of pain ; and even 
of pain of the mind, which is very much more 
dangerous for your soul than bodily pain. Pain is 
necessary if you are to arrive at sufficient experience 
to progress over here. And here too you will have 
pain and joy, but they will have different meanings 
for you. You must try to understand that these two 
gifts are the highest that can be given to you. Some 
of you on the earth never attain them. If you have 
not enjoyed perfect ecstasy and suffered absolute 
desolation you cannot be said to ha-ve had any real 
idea of the colour scheme of the universe. If you 
were denied suffering you would pass on here as a 
human being would enter life, without sight or hear-
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ing. • You would not have heard the most precious 
sounds in the universe. Do you imagine that when 
you oome over here and cast away . your body you 
will be deprived of pain ? No I You will have it 
still, but it will be in other things than the physical 
illness and mental desolation as there are under­
stood in your world by you. Do you understand 
that you cannot have bodily suffering, but that 
your mind may wound your spirit, which is more 
poignant? 

H.D.8.-Now which earthly character do you 
regard as the more highly developed : the great lover 
or. the great warrior ? 

JOHANNES-By the great warrior do you mean the 
man who is ready to fight for any cause he upholds? 

H.D.B.-Yes. 
JOHANNES-War typifies the eternal stupidity of 

physical force. The artist is the greatest of lovers, 
and he will always have greater and truer value than 
the great warrior. You may be quite assured of 
that. I, from my side, cannot conce1v.e how you can 
be so slow of comprehension as to compare these 
two. The artist is the real son of God. He is the 
human being to whom more of the divine spirit is 
given. Jesus, your divine prophet, was the greatest 
of lovers and artists. He wove around His scheme 
of life, music, poetry, and colour, and if you could 
get near to His teachings you would see how entirely 
He comprehended the value of the lover and artist. 
I cannot tell you so much about the great warrior, 
for over here he is not exalted as he is on earth. 
He has missed the best. He has failed to arrive at 
what is essential and has handled what is merely an 
additional prop to what the lover possesses. Surely, 
my dear child, you cannot be so dull as to set value 
on him in comparison with the lover. You are a 
lover yourself I There is no use in asking me 
obvious questions. I feel as if you imagine that I 
am just an ordinary human minci when you set me 
a task like this. It is quite plain to all of you that 
the lover and his love rank first in heaven, as you 
call it. Even on earth he occupies a higher plane. 

I 
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That is, his thoughts move in a different atmosphere. 
He cannot have any real companionship with those 
who are npt his brothers. . · . 

H.D.8.-1 thank you, Johannes, for this philoso­
phical confirmation, Now may I ask you to describe 
the manner of .life in other spheres. As a point of 
simple material interest, do the spirits live in houses, 
and do they walk on land ? 

JOHANNES-Now you come to something about 
which I can instruct you. It is n.ot easy for me _to 
speak of this to persons who have no imagination 
beyond the earth. I think you will understand. 
First, you know what the process pf dying is. Y in.J 
know that you cast off the body and are now of two 
parts-mind and spirit. This is a birth rather than 
a death, and after that material part, as you call it, 
is cast off, there is a time when you need rest. We 
take you-we, youf guides, I mean-and convey 
you to a place which seems dark and warm to you,. 
where you remain passive until you feel you are able 
to understand and endure your new conditions~ 
After that you pass on to one of the lower spheres· 
for a time, where yoµ become accustomed to that new 
state in which you have no body. You do not need 
physical nourishment any more, but you do need 
shelter and care, and these are provided f.or you.· 
Now I know you want me to describe this. First,. 
you will ask me if there are towns as there are o~ 
your plane. I cannot say there are. Over here 
there is not the same overcrowded life ; that is 
impossible in our atmosphere, and what is more 
interesting for you, we live here in communities, 
much more than you do. Here we see the minds 
of others and this helps us to help each other. But 
never mistake my meaning. The ultimate end is to 
realize oneself. It is not to help others. Be quite 
sure : a completeness of your own spirit is what is 
required of you. I hear a great deal spoken of help 
on this side. We do help each other, but our funda­
mental reason is that we get mutual benefit from each 
other's minds. That is the root of the law. which 
governs us. 
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H.D.B.-That appears to me to be the philosophy 
of higher reason. Tell me, are the arts practised and 
developed in other spheres? I mean, ·particularly, 
the art of the painter and of the writer. Also are new 
works of literature written there ? 

JOHANNES-If you had asked me whether you on 
earth had any conception of art here it would have 
been appropriate. On our side all the lovers are at 
work, and they possess faculties which you have not. 
They can reach a level which would be impossible 
to you. You talk of arts--we tjlk of art. We have 
such close relations between mind and mind that art 
is almost single. It is a fusion of all yours. Of 
course you must understand, if you can, that there 
is one form of art which arises nearer to the spirit 
than any other, and even in your little world it realizes 
what the others cannot. I mean music, or sound if 
you like to call it so. It cannot be expressed by 
you in either words or colour, for it is largely spirit. 
It is the glory of movement, of growth. Every sound 
in the universe combines with other sounds and 
makes harmony or discord. And here, where 
minds are more delicate, music reaches a point which 
you cannot imagine. But I want to explain· the 
relations of the arts to you. Colour and sound are 
very close I y allied. Each sound has its suitable 
accompaniment of shades and tones. These are 
different expressions of movement. They are the 
pictorial expressions of the spirit. I am generalizing, 
for I want to tell you the place that writers take in 
·our scheme here. They have a two-fold purpose. 
Their work is to explain and express the spirit 
through ideas which are outside themselves. They 
are the mediums, if you can understand that, who can 
receive and send forth the ideas of collective minds, 
and theirs is a great responsibility, for they have not 
acquired their power intuitively, but from other 
minds. It has come to them and they must be the 
clearing houses for ideas. Their work is a natural 
function to them, as the assimilation of food is to 
you ; they work because it is part of their being, and 
it keeps them living as minds. Do you under-
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stand? I want you to feel the relation of these three 
branches of love on our side. Love for the move­
ment of the universe ; love for the expressions of that 
movement, uniform and colour ; and then third, of 
assimilation and a fresh putting forth of, not only 
the ideas of other minds, but of the translation of the 
meaning of the intuitive branches of art. 

H.D.B.-Tell us of the functions of the painter 
and the sculptor on your sphere. 

J 0HANNEs-They express the plastic idea. I mean 
they put into concrete form the feelings which the 
intuition has evoked, but this use of form and colour 
is v.ery subtle. Here form and colour must express 
more than with you. We do not paint pictures of 
landscapes or of persons. We paint thoughts, and 
ideas, and pulsations, and we can give their forms 
beauty and terror, feats impossible to you. You 
need not, on your side, make any effort to paint or 
form thought, because it is hidden from you and the 
mystery of this is intended, because it will burst on 
you as a revelation and add to your joy and wonder 
when you come to this side. 

On these words the sitting closed. . . . . . . . 
I loved the magnificent philosophy of Johannes 

on the vibrations of joy and pain. Only the unwise 
would desire to cultivate the negative smugness of 
earthly happiness. To rest in peace would be an 
appalling oblivion. 

It was merely to challenge the stupidity of human 
values that I asked Johannes to define comparisons 
between the great lover and the great warrior. The 
so-called great warrior is a clumsy sot wallowing in 
the mire of earth. His mentality nauseates. Artists 
can seldom spare the time to sniff at his grovelling 
intelligence. We regard him as the pig excited by 
the stink of his own manure. We cannot regard such 
men as our brothers. We regard them as animals 
perpetually vomiting up the filth they consume. 

The intellect of the. warrior does not even possess 
the stimulating irritation of the louse, it is dung-like· 
in the rottenness-of its decay. 
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. To dare to appraise such types on any plane of love 
or art is an absurdity. As well compare the tortoise­
like trade union bricklayer to the great Architect of 
the U niv:erse. 

When Johannes describes the conditions of the 
after-life he expounds another great philosophy. It 
is the justification of the ego which exists in the 
spirit of every artist: th, ultimat, end is to 1eali111 
oneself. 

That is magnificent .and explains the reaspn for 
our existence. 

His discourse on the arts is brilliant. If any critic 
would care to endeavour to disturb its logic that will 
provide the added emotion of the laughter such an 
attempt would inspire. 

So, to hell with earthly criticism ·and to all stupid 
earthly standard of values. 

CHAPTER VI 

KAN'S RUINATION OP CHRIST'S RELIGION 

J okannss ls asketl a question about Christ and kis an.ttDer­
Christ as artist, lcrver and pldlost,her-H.D.B/s question 
about birth-control brings a wise answer-Crematio..,_ 
Is religion a nue t-The author exJwesses his disgut 
at animal materialism-He dde.sts gloom and loathes 
misery and lets loose his ongn against the Ckul'cla. 

October 30, 1923. 

AN account of a sitting at Dorincourt with Mrs. 
Travers Smith. 

It was on the eveni~g of the first performance of 
the revival of Oscar Wilde's " The Importance of 
Being Earnest., at the Haymarket Theatre. The 
management had invited Mrs. Travers Smith to be 
present and had requested her to obtain Oscar 
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Wilde's opinion on the production. As she was 
dining with me she could not go, but she promised 
to attend on the following evening. The criticism 
came through to her from Wilde later and is the 
most amusing and scathing I have read. It appeared 
in several of the newspapers. . . 

There were present my wife, Mr. Charles Sykes, .the 
sculptor, and his wife. They were interested during 
the evening to observe the methods of communicatio.n. 

Mrs. Travers Smith and I sat together as com­
municators, and Mr. Sykes, Mrs. Sykes, and Mrs. 
Bradley as observers. .. 

There is, I may mention, never any atmosphere of 
dull seriousness when Mrs. Travers Smith and I sit 
together. We smoke and laugh and chat about all 
sorts of subjects at intervals. While we were talking 
on this occasion, Mrs. Travers Smith's hand twitched 
and Johannes began. 

JoHANNEs-Why am I here? I have a feeling 
that this place is full of people. I see a great many 
here, crowded and looking at us. I certainly am 
puzzled by all these. They are people who are 
dressed in an unusual fashion. Why, I wopder I 
Have they come here to amuse themselves? Shades 
all of these, but I think they are the creations of 
someone's brain. I know perfectly well these are 
mere phantoms but they seem so unhappy; they want 
to become realities. I would do my best if they 
would stop staring. 

H .D .B .-I should like to ask you one or two 
questions, Johannes. On earth many of us thinkers 
accept Chnst and His principles of love, but in our 
so-called Christian religions His principles are never 
practised, and, so far as the world in general is 
concerned, such practices would now be scoffed at. 
Tell me, how is Christ regarded in your sphere ? Do 
you accept him as the Son of God, or in the sense 
that he is a son of God as any one of us might be. 

JOHANNES-I can tell you about Christ here, bµt 
you must put Christ, as you know Him, far from 
your mind. I speak as we think of Him. He is a 
son of God, so are all of you. But He has more of 
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the spirit than you have. He is a great thinker; a 
prophet also, but His ideas are not the ideas you 
have made use of, simply because His spirit could 
not penetrate the thick crust of the world's selfish 
lust of gain. Here there is no gain or loss. That 
part of the cosmos is destroyed-gone in a flash­
when you leave your body. But Christ over here is 
an influence still, a great influence, but He has done 
His work in the world in a sense. I will expla-in 
that to 7ou. His light came slowly from Him as the 
light o a star slowly comes to your earth. His 
influence at first rather added to the chaos of the 
world than helped it to gain the peace He preached. 
But gradually the change that was essentially His 
worked its way and He has left His impression 
behind Him. You understand what I mean. It 
has now done ·its work and a new era is beginning 
where men who -are alive can do without the 
impossible ideal which served them for a guide in 
the darkness for so long. He is regarded as the 
greatest of the prophets over here; not as a Deity to 
be worshipped, but as an artist rather--a lover and a 
philosopher as well, for his philosophy-which is 
that of love and sacrifice-is as old as the world and 
yet He clothed it in a manner which gave it a new 
beauty and ecstasy for those who were able to follow 
His meaning. But in the course of time and even 
quite soon-even after He had made his last psychic 
impression on the world-men had entirely changed 
all this. It came from themselves, not from His 
teaching, for that is the result of the sudden and 
vivid flashes of Ught which lumine your world from 
time to time. These flashes cast gleams of britliant 
light, but they leave behind them a deeper shadow. 
He.re Christ is still a unity--a single influence. He 
shines as brightly. here as He did in the world and 
throws light on His own particular problems. Not 
on the universal problem, for only the great 
multitude of sages, poets, artists, and lovers can deal 
with this cosmos problem. 

H.D.B.-Assuming that the creation. of human 
beings is part of the universal scheme, how is the 
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question of birth-control regarded by the higher 
intelligences of other spheres r 

J OHANNEs-Your thoughts are very stimulating. 
I am interested in that question because it is such 
an insoluble problem to you. We regard your 
futile efforts at controlling birth as rather amusing. 
How can you control the wind or sea? Can you 
really attempt this ? Birth is a greater force than 
wind or sea and you may, if you like, entertain 
yourselves by playing with this problem, but like 
all material forces, it will crush you as you would 
crush a beetle. It is as easy for you to control 
birth as it is for you to control the course of the 
stars. The atoms you succeeded in crushing out 
come back here to be sent again to you and to find 
full production. Do not deceive yourselves about 
that. A whole universe is a great evolving field 
from which nothing escapes or even misses its 
purpose. 

H.D.B.-Will you now please give us your opinion 
on the subject of cremation? It does not represent 
any problem to me, as I do not think it matters what 
happens to the body after the spirit has left it. I 
ask for the benefit of those who do consider it a 
matter of concern. 

J OHANNES-1 want to explain to you, my child, 
that you are given to conclusions, that sometimes 
are rather premature. In a sense you are wrong 
about the burning of bodies. As you know, it is a 
crime in my eyes to preserve the garment 1 that 
clothes the soul and spirit, but on the other hand, 
you are not quite right in believing that this sudden 
and complete destruction does not wound. In a 
sense it does. Because, as you know, there is a 
fragile envelope which surrounds the soul as a 
tissue might, which fades away shortly after death. 
It is a membrane as it were, and this is very 
sensitive immediately after death, for what you 
would call a few days or a week. If the body is 
entirely destroyed, this membrane, which in a sense 

1 A reference to the Egyptians who prese"ed the bodies 
of their dead. See Chapter IV, Book III. 
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is attached still to the body "is severely hurt. It 
suffers, and this is imparted also to the discarnate 
part. So you must not sinile completely at those 
whom you call fools, who believe that the body is 
entirely severed from the other parts at death. It 
is so after a very short time, but not immediately. 
Before the soul and spirit leave the darkness in 
which they are brought after they sever from the 
body, this membrane has withered away from them, 
but not at once. 

Here someone in the room interrupted by saying, 
u Astral Body ~-" 

JOHANNES-No. Foolish question. It is not a 
body.; it is a perishable thing, half body, hal.f mental, 
a thing which dies soon after death, but which you 
may see--if you are clairvoyant-surrounding the 
soul. 

Here Mrs. Sykes asked me if I would put a 
question on religion and its e-overnment, which I did 
in the following form. -

H.D.B.--1s a religion really necessary to the high 
development of a liigh civilization ; or is religion 
merely a ruse used by the governing classes to 
ensure obedience from the lower orders ? 

J OHANNEs-Y ou can answer that yourself if you 
look into your mind a little. Surely no human 
creature, with all his limitations, ever existed who 
had no religion. No matter how haughtily he held 
his head. Religion is merely a yearning for love 
and protection ; it is entirely instinctive and not in 
the least a matter .selected by governments for 
inducing obedience to their foolish laws. But 
religion has been converted into a machine, which 
creaks loudly in the joints, by those who hope to 
use it as. a tool. The yearning is always there in 
the human child for loving protection from its 
Creator. But the actual use of religion as a tool is 
another matter. I do not quite understand which 
you refer to. I suppose you want me to speak of 
the use into which it has been perverted. No 
religion has ever been so utterly ruined as that 
taught by your own prophet; For all its spiritual 
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value has gone from. it and it is ~o longer~ useful 
tool for the State to • serve as a lever lor 1ts own 
particular schemes. ' ·so it has lost :nearly all its uses 
and the human child goes crying for its protector and 
parent, and some new form of belief must come to him. 
It is coming. It is going to be the realization of 
the littleness and narrowness of the world as you see 
it. It is the great religion of humility. 

The sitting here ended. . . . . . . 
Mr. Charles Sykes, -who is an acutely intellectual 

observer, said afterwards that ·he regarded the 
rapidity and ftuency of the " messages " as 
phenomenal. 

Johannes referred at the outset to the number of 
phantoms crowded around and looking at us. Since 
they appeared to be unhappy shades I hope none of 
us was responsible for their presence. We all 
seemed perfectly happy, although, of course, happi­
ness is merely a matter of relativity. 

The theory of Johannes on creation and birth­
control is quite determined. According to him we 
are all will-o'-the-wisps of the great scheme and only 
imagine that we h~ve power to affect it. Once an 
atom is conceived it cannot be destroyed. 

It is a theory that demands a penetrative study if 
we believe that soul • and spirit-or thought and 
ideas-represent creation. In that case it is logical 
to assume that if our individual ideas are opposed 
to a multiplicity of our own progeny, apart from 
any question of phy~i~l prevention, procreation is 
annulled oecause our idea is consciously uncreative. 
It is a mental issue~ If a material element is intro­
duced that is not spirit, birth-control is a misnomer. 
It is impossible to control what is non-existent. 

To apply the argument in a personal sense. Since 
I have only two children, my idea and imagination, 
representing my part in the scheme of creation, 
only extend to two children, and I cannot imagine 
myself possessing three children; therefore my 
consciousness of. this is reinforced hr material 
aids. Had I acquired a loose and vaguely compre-
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hensive imagination I might have possessed· forty, 
w-hich, although· not beyona my physical conception, 
is completely beyond my mental conception. • • • • ·, • • • 
• In dealing with cremation Johannes says that 
the·. physical body is still sensitive for some: time 
after death, and that it should not be destroyed 
immediately. The membrane. attaching soul to 
body suffers and this is• imparted to the discarz:iate 
parts. It is right, therefore, that • we should 
reverence the dead body for a while. 
•. 'Fhe question of cremation was of persanal 
interest, because a year or so ago, ·when the after-life 
represented to me some vague anything or nothing, 
I had expressed a request to my family. Having a 
contempt for the world and having become disgusted 
by · the callousness, ~reed, . cruelty, bestiality and 
ferocious animal-materialism that have been exhibited 
throughout Europe since 1914, I desired when my 
end came to leave· as few fragments of myself 
behind as possible. • . . 
_.,My request was that my body should be cremated 

as-, soon as death was assured and that the ashes 
should be taken in an aeroplane to the highest 
a:ltitude and scattered totdthe winds. I also desired 
that there should be no sentimental . mourning by 
those who loved me and no flowered hypocrisies from 
those who didn't. I expressed the wish that on the 
night of the day that my ashes-,have been scattered 
to,., odd corners of the, earth or die skies above, a 

· dance should be held for my. friends at which the 
women should wear their . gayest.· dresses· and the 
men should drink -to my hygienic disappearance in -
the -vintages of their choice. . · . 

. :These were my. desires then and· they are my 
desires now, the only qualification I now· make is that 
the cremation need not be unduly liurried. 

It. is not a stupid e~oism that impels me to record 
this, it is the expression· of a philosophy. I. detest 
gloom, I loathe· misery. , It is repugnant to me to 
fe.eJ that· m1. departure should creat~ such destructive 
and. retrogressive emotions.· This world, if we 
endeavoured to create the fine and fearless spirit, 
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could be made a world of joy, but we destro7 this 
spirit because we permit morbidity to exist. Joy is 
within the soul of each of us; it is the sustenance of 
the gods. Our philosofhy should e·nable us to cast 
out the evil spirit o gloom. If we sufl'er a 
temporary or earthly loss we still possess our own 
sours and the energy to enjoy ourselves. 

When Johannes was questioned on his regard for 
Christ, his conception of Him as the fine artist, the 
lover and philosopher, was dignified. His teaching 
has served a great purpose in stirring the soul 
through the dark ages of the world, and His 
philosophy of spirit remains until t<Mlay unshakable. 

Yet, such is the evil force of man's materialism 
that as the discarnate spirit of Johannes the Jew 
says : " No -religion has ,.,,,., been so utlffly nJtne,I 
as that taught by Hi,r,,." • 

The fundaments of. His great teachin~ have been 
abandoned; His principles bave been edited beyond 
recognition ; His philosophy has been wilily 
adapted to suit the combination of State and Church. 
His simple religion of love has been distorted, 
blatantly used and prostituted by a material hypo­
crisy that stag~ers intelligence. His doctrine has 
been converted into such a machine that it no longer 
is a lever for either Church or State. 

How dare the Churches presume to use His name 
after ~heir _di~gusting ~owardice !ind their refutation 
of Has prmc1ples during the time the world was 
writhing in its blood-bath? Did they speak one 
word? Did they not support by word and deed this 
disgusting cruelty? They lost their chance. Weak 
and decadent they exposed their materialism. The 
soldier found them out and in his filthy trench he used 
the name of Christ only as an imprecation. 

And during the ·years that have succeeded this 
human cataclysm their weakness persists. Thus, 
holding the Church in contempt, whilst appreciating 
the philosophy of • tove that Christ preached and 
"ndeavouring to understand the incomerehensible 
God of the --Universe, one seeks the communion of 
one's own soul in a solitude that is not disturbed. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE RAPIDITY OF THE DISCARNATE INTELLIGENCE 

The telepathic theory annihilate4-Th-ree posers ftw Johannes 
-" Seeing into one .another"s mind "-] ohannes does· his 

. best to answw a" -really stupid question 11-The unso111ed 
riddle of creatitm-E"J,laining a ghost-The spirit of 
,A.sttw-Is the lO'Ver Punished. f- The after-life: o/ 
politicians-A spirit's 11le111 of Poincarl-H.D.B.'s con-
tempt /o-r human cattle. • 

N O'llembe-r :z, 1923. 

TIME after time in this book I have annihilated .the 
telepathic, or subconscious mind theory, which' 
has been so often and so loosely advanced by 
sceptics as an explanation for psychic phenomena . 

. The telepathic argument, however, might be 
advanced with reason on many forms of automatic 
writing, and though this method of spirit com­
munication will, in my opinion, lead to much 
prog~ss in th~ught, it is more difficult to establish 
as being genuine. 

It was, therefore, as an experiment that I wrote to 
three of the most eminent literary men in England. 
Without telling them that I was engaged on 
psychic research, I asked each to put to me in 
que~tion form some unsolved problem of . the 
universe. 

'\,Vhat I really required was to obtain from them 
questions on matters of which I knew little or 
nothing in order that any answer I might r~eive 
could not be accounted for by the telepathic theory. 

Each of my correspondents is of international 
repute; on~ is a playwright, one is a professor and 
lect~rer, and the third an editor. Two out of the three 
questions I received were such that I would never. 
make an attempt to answer. 
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It was on the morning of November 2, 1923, that 
I sat with Mrs. Travers Smith at Chelsea to make 
the experiment. 

H.D.B.-1 have three problems to put to you, 
Johannes, _whic~ were sent to me by th~ee persons. 
The first 1s this : " We are all conscious of the 
principles of unity and variatiQn, or universality 
and individuality working side by side in our world; 
where is the point of interactiQn, or meeting place, 
between these two opposites? '' 

JoHANNEs-1 must give you an illustration from 
this side first. Here universality of thought is our 
rule for development.· We ~n enter into the 
thought of all your ages and we use this cosmic 
consciousness, as you sometimes call it, for the 
development of soul, but understand that develop­
ment of the individual soul is the aim and 
object in life in your world and in ours. Your 
thoughts get clouded in your limited sphere, but 
underneath it all lies the knowledge that the soul 
as a unit is the important matter.· All your universal 
thought goes for oine object. Over here, as I have 
told you, we live: more in communities than you 
do. Chiefly because this gives us more scope for 
the exchange of thought. In your world you would 
ask: " Wfiere do these two touch?" I say, as far 
as possible, in your dim outlook ; you try to develop 
the principles which are clearer when the body 
leaves mind and spirit free. We understand 
individual thought better because we can see into 
one another's mind~ In your world it is quite 
another matter. There is confusion and misunder­
standing, but lying below it all is the subconscious 
idea that the soul, as a unit, is developing itself 
through others. I assure you that you are now, at 
this very moment, obtaining clearness and mental 
strength from the ancient natiops of· the filthy 
peoples who preserved their · bodies. They had a, 
knowledge of good ~nd evil, formulated far more 
definitely than you do. Thoughts that have been 

• built up during countless years, you are now reaping 
the benefit of : the thoughts of Greece and all other 
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na~ions. On that matter I would Uke to be- plain. 
-• ,am a Jew, as you know, but I admit that what you 
have received from the Greeks is more important in 
yppr development than what any other nation has 
giy~n ·you. . • • • 
:.-<Here we had to stop as my hand could not keep 
paee with the words. 
,_ ·• JOHANNES-ls there anything · further you would 
m~e· to ask me on this subject? . 

H .D.B .-The question is not mine and my mind 
is .not quite clear or quick enough to determine what 
to -ask in reference to it. Let me put the next !uestion to you. Perhaps · I . should tell you, 
ohannes, that this second inquirer mentions in • his 
etter that he is not much interested in God or 

immortality, because· he·· is persuaded·· that both are 
highly improbable. The problem he is interested 
in is this: " Is the universe like a clock running 
down, which will• presently cease to • go ' through 
the equipartition . of energy ? '• . 

JOHANNES-Now _you have asked your first really 
stupid question I That is the feeling of a very finite 
and limited intelligence. This person has too much 
intellect. It has clogged him to such an extent 
that -his spirit must be fainting. If I were to begin 
on this I could easily write {ou a long book, but as 
you.· put it as a question must reply in a very 
general way. Of course there was a beginning. 
There is no doubt whatever on that point, but even 
we , guides who have arrived at collective memories 
do:• not understand the great primal cause yet. We 
shall in time, when we become more intuitive. As 
to .. the running down of the clock: the universe is an 
ever. turning, ever changing wheel. It revolves, and 
as -it moves suns and moons are extinguished, and 
on·:their ashes new-stars and planets arise. It is the 
ever- moving, ever creative mass that seems to 
revolive. Not an atom -is wasted; no matter how. 
small. That is its rule. You, in your sphere, have 
no idea how the universe economizes. I have to 
speak in this way because; as I have told you, I .am not 
yet ·conscious of the first' ca.use, but I would like·to 
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throw some light on . the clogged brain of the 
individual who sent me such· a question. It is 
difficult to reali7.e after all the 8.fe& that souls are 
sent into the world who use their intellectual powers 
to clog their intuitions. I do not want to say any­
thing unfriendly about this poor man. Maybe he is 
trying to find the truth. 

H.D.B.-My third question does not interest me 
in the slightest. It is : .. Why, or how is it, if there 
are ghosts, which presuppose a fourth dimensional 
sense-which again scientifically is inconceivable as 
yet-do we hear of such things as haunted houses, 
etc., whereas in the Tower of London, the place 
j,ai- excellence of historical ghosts, still intact from 
Norman times, are such phenomena not seen or 
studied. There, if there are ghosts, they must lurk. 
Yet we .hear of nothing but commonplaces." 

JoHANNEs-Now first I must explain to you what 
your ghost is. It is a phantom of your own brain, as 
1ou might say. It is not spirit: nor is it matter. It 
1s a part of the intellectual life which has left its 
impression behind, and only those who have the 
intuitive faculty highly developed can see these 
forms. Do not delude yourself by imagining that 
the ghost you might see in the Tower would be the 
same as a form which might appear after, or at the 
time of, death. Where the disintegration is taking 
place there is a mixture of conditions. These forms 
are partly intellectual, partly spiritual, and partly 
material. The ghost which haunts the house is 
another matter. It is possessed by some idea or 
thought. It is the creation of that idea, and it 
wanders about, generally attached to some definite 
locality. Do you understand now the difference 
between apparitions? Well, now you ask me why 
hauntings attach • themselves to certain places and 
not to others, especially those places where they 
might naturally be found. The reason of this is 
l·ust the extreme vitality of the idea. A prison or a 
unatic asylum are the last places to be haunted. 

Because there hope and vitality have waned. It 
would be far more probable that a murderer would 
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h•unt · the spot where his victim was. killed than the 
place where he was put to death by your foolish 
justice . 

. MRS. TRAVERS SMITH-Why then is Holyrood 
Palace haunted by Mary Queen of Scots? 
· • JOHANN.ES-She was not there as a common 
prisoner. Her thoughts were strong and violent. 
You would find love rampant in that place, while 
in a common prison love dies and sickens, because 
love feeds on gentleness. And hate joins hate and 
dies. It cannot exist. in narrow surroundings; it 
wants the fire and ecstasy of evil to help its develop­
ment. Lovers and haters, artists and men who carried 
the swords at their side might appear-or rather their 
emotions might-in certain places, but those who 
;ue . confined., whose days are colourless, could . not 
have the strength. . . 
. · The sitting ended .... The time -occupied over. these 
qµestions was only a few minutes and the answers. came 
instantaneously without a second 's pause and with 
easy fluency, and 'IIJith, such e"traoirdinary 'fa,idity 
that it 'IIJa.s only 'IIJith. diffecvlty that I could kee; 
,PaGB.. . . . . ,,: . . . . 
· I have not the faintest intention of arguing on 
the logic or on the degree of intelligence contained 
in the replies. That does not concern me. But 
what I tlo maintain is that these questions did 
present a difficult test. . 

The telepathic theory could not possibly apply, 
since neither Mrs. Travers Smith nor I had any 
opinion on the subjects dealt with. . 

, The an.s'IIJeir.s, 'IIJkate'Der th.Bi-, quality, came firom 
.somev,he'fe-ceirtainly not from any subconscious 
.self, because, thank God, I ka.'Oe not v,o-,ried my.self 
about any of these th.iree t,iroblems 1 • • 

• One can imagine the state of mind of either orator 
or writer suddenly confronted witli a philosophical or 
a scientific poser ;ind requested to give an immediate 
reply with not one second allowed for reflection. It 
is any odds. that he would first of all ask that the 
question should be repeated in· order that his mind 
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could grasp it, and then, if he e~yed a reply, has 
effort would be slow and stilted. 

. . . . . . . 
In order to pursue this experiment further it was 

arranged that a second test should' be made. On 
this occasion Mrs. Travers Smith acted as recorder 
with Miss Cummings as medit;fl.l and receptor.; 
Miss Cumm'ings is an automatic writing medium. 
She was of course not present during the sitting­
between Mrs. Travers 'Smith and 'me. Her control 
is a Greek named 41 Astor." This spirit of an ancient 
man has a different philosophy on earth-problems. 
from that of Johannes. 

This difference in philosophy must not be used 
as an argument for or against the evidence of an after­
life. It does not represent contradiction, but affirma­
tion. We do not become infallible in the second life; 
we retain our own • intelligence, memory, and 
philosophy which are developed according to our­
spiritual progress in the higher spheres. To antici­
pate that all intelligences are the same and think the­
same would make a dull and an unemotional sphere. 
Therefore, the Greek philosophy is retained and 
developed higher, just as the Cnristian philosophy 
may be realized into a completen~ss. • 

To make the situation and the method employed 
in this test perfectly c_lear, it should be rememb1:red 
that Mrs. Travers Smith took my· place as question ... 
ing communicator and recorder, and Miss Cummings 
acted as the mediumistic dictator and receptor. 

MRS. TRAVERS SMITH (fn1,tting tke fi1st question)-­
We are all conscious of the principles of unity and 
variation, or universality and individuality working 
side by side in our world. Wh~re is the point of 
interaction, or meeting place, 'b~tween these two 
opposites? • 

AsToR-U niversality is a term that is frequently 
misapplied. It is a term I would define as . the 
aggregation of all primal causes. It is essentially 
die mystery of life as viewed by us spirits and by 
you mortals. We can grasp the meaning of th& 
word individual. We cannot grasp the meaning of 
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th~ word universal so far, but I can at least interpret 
for you its meaning as far as it may be • applied- to 
my long experiences of vaster worlds than yours. 
_W,ith-us the whole must always be a combinatio~ -of 
many parts. The.se -must mingle and_ blend if we 
as , entities of mind_ and spirit are to exist. With 
you· -mortals there is_ the disturbing factor of your 
g-a•rment-the body; if you are to seek universality 
you must apparently seek it through displacing sorne 
other particle. I mean- by -that some other human 
being. It is necessary in your world for • even the 
righteous ma,i to injure another if he is to live. 
He injures him all unconsciously by taking what 
might be his share. There is, in short, - for your 
beneficent. philosopher the problem of_ right and 
wrong which he can never le4d to a meeting_ place. 
Tell this learned gentleman not to strive to attempt 
this impossibility. Let him know that right and 
w-rong cannot meet and min~le and exist. The one 
destroys the other. The pomt of meeting between 
these two? There is none ; there is only the beat­
ing and breaking of the one against the other. It 
is the lesson to be learnt on earth. It is your 
torment and penance that these two can find no 
point at which to meet:' they must be resigned to 
that. It is_ in the suffering brought about through 
the continual friction between these two opposed 
elements that you obtain your experience. I know that 
Johannes believes there is a mingling and blending. 
'There is only the mingling and blending of minds, 
there is no mingling in the passions which rule men 
father than the mind. In the perpetual conflict of 
d~ire you are condemned on earth to battle con­
tinuously. Desire is- the ruler of your being. It 
must be so, therefore you can never hope to find a 
real point of contact between the individual and the 
community. In so far as the matter pertains merely 
to.- mind, you can meet and mingle, but in all 
that is material there will be ceaseless conflict; it is 
the law of your natute. You have terms for certain 
idealists: you call them -Socialists- or Communists­
they, are well intentioned individuals who wander in 
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a wilderness of ignorance seeking always that meet­
ing place for the individual and the community, not 
recognizing that they must tear men asunder, 
remove spirit and mind from the body if they would 
accomplish their dream. The individual and the 
community can have no point of meeting in this 
world in the .material sense. In the spiritual sense 
onlY. can they meet and blend. Desire forbids 
unity. Desire might be described as your God of 
War; it will preserve this ceaseless conflict between 
human beings. 

MRS. TRAVERS SMITH (puttin.g the second question.) 
_u Is the universe like a clock running down which 
will presently cease to ' go ' through the equipartition 
of energy ? " 

ASTOR-Not as far as I know. The universe is 
so ordered that as a whole it is eternal, because all 
its innumerable particles die and are re-born. They 
each and all give it that. eternal certainty. They 
cannot cease in their continual passing and re-passing 
from one form to another, so the world cannot die. 
Your earth will pass away but another will spring 
up and bear upon it this ceaseless succession of life 
in a myriad forms-all so similar yet not the same. 
The man who asks this question was limited in his 
imagination. He could not see that through 
continual change in the parts you attain permanence 
of an infinite liind for the whole. 

MRs. TRAVERS SMITH (putting the th,i,rd question.) 
-" Why, or how is it, if there are ghosts, which 
pre-suppose a fourth dimensional sense-which again 
scientifically is inconceivable as yet-do we hear of 
such things as haunted houses, etc., whereas in the 
Tower of London, the place 'f>a-r excellence of historical 
ghosts, still intact from Norman times, are such 
phenomena not seen or studied. There, if there are 
ghosts, they must lurk. Yet there we hear of nothing 
but commo!!J>laces.'' 

AsToa-The question of a childish mind. A 
simple creature I should call the questioner. The 
phantom is merely th~ thought form cast away by 
the person who has died. It is an actual th:in~ .. 
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The sensitive individual . can see it by assistin,; in 
its production. The sensitive treats it as you might 
treat a balloon : he fills it with air and so gives it 
shape and the visibility necessary for the mortal 
eye, but the mind and spirit of the dead person are 
not in this shape. Phantoms are summoned by 
thought and desire through a medium; that is, if 
the desire and thought are sufficiently intense. 
Phantoms sometimes appear spontaneously; that is 
because some tremendous emotion mingled with 
terror of mind gives them the necessary elements 
whereby they can be shaped. The Tower you 
speak of as a place that is not haunted. That is 
natural. It was a prison, I understand. It was a 
place where the brain of the prisoner was dulled by 
the miserable monotony of his lot; he reached the 
passionless state of despair. Despair is not an 
element which can be built into a phantom. 

I do not desire to express any criticism of the 
replies that were received. I think that the experi­
ments are worth recording. 

. . . . . . . 
I resumed my sitting with Mrs. Travers Smith and 

again got into touch with Johannes, as there were two 
que.stions of my own that I wished him to answer. 

H.D.B.-Let us presume that during a man's 
lifetime he has physically and mentally loved, either 
in marria~ or without it, 11. plurality of women ; 
always with kindness and with a care that they 
should not suffer, in any preventable way, for having 
lov~ him. By this I do not mean love-making in 
the promiscuous animal sense, but I do mean com­
pletely with every sense. Is this regarded as an 
offence or a foolishness for which he will be required 
to pay a penalty in his after~life? 

JOHANNES-Not by any means. The explanation 
of this is very simple. It all comes from the nature 
of the man. Some men are made like the strings of 
a lyre; they must be played on by many fingers, 
which will bring out many different readings of the 
music. It is quite permissible in the growth of the 
soul to admit many different qualities to the making 
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up of it. These women give him something, alter 
gether make what he calls woman, and he gains and 
loses by his nature. This man will never seek_,the 
one and true affinity, but he will gain by diversity. 
She, the woman, may suffer. That is inevitable. in 
the course of his wanderings among women. But if 
he cares for her, protects her and gives her a certain 
portion of his mental part, he has done her no wrong. 
She will have gained too. Over here no penalty 
awaits him except that his affinity is not yet born ·as 
a single soul, and he must wait before the other half 
completes him. 

H .D .B .-What sort of sphere do politicians like 
Poincar6 go to when they pass over? By this I mean 
the type of politician in any country who would 
ruthlessly be responsible for the physical death 
or mental misery of large multitudes of human 
beings. 

J OHANNEs-That is a criminal offence. One of the 
worst, and those men are sent back. Their growth 
is arrested and they have to become almost children 
again if they are to arrive at any stage of development 
of mind. Now I want to explain to you. What you 
call spheres are localities. Of course, they are 
different from _your world. They are more or less 
imaginative. They are states of thought or .imagina­
tion. A man such as you describe will be sent back 
to a realization of his ignorance and must humbly 
wait and learn from those who have been in a position 
which was on your earth quite obscure. Because such 
a man as this is really dominated by one thought; 
alt the others have ceased to grow. He is a mental 
deformity. 

The sitting closed. 
. . . . . 

The last two questions came from me quite 
spontaneously. They represented the light and 
shade of human life. 

We lovers of intelligence and haters of hypocrisy 
and misery know our valuations, but it is worth while 
to confirm our standards from the point of view of 
other spheres. 
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Let us take the imposed human standard and laugh 
it to perdition. 

The prescribed code of the miserable and hypo­
critical rulers, which is meekly accepted by the herd 
of fools, is that it is evil to love and be loved by a 
woman in the sweetness of passionate ecstasy, that it 
is good to be '' patriotic '' and blind and shatter 
human lives, and that it is right to blast the lives of 
lovers. 

Such acceptances are despicable. They nauseate, 
sicken, and revolt the mind so that one walks 
through the world with a horrified contempt for the 
human cattle who inhabit it. 

Despite the complexities with which mankind 
surrounds life, the supreme philosophy is simple. 
Love and kindness form the highest education, and 
cruelty and hardness are the devastating crimes of 
retrogression. 

CHAPTER VIII 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE SPIRIT LIFE 

Tbe end. o/ f}h:yslcaL desire-When the soul breaks awoy­
Visits to the a.Jte'f-wor14-Jo1uJ.nnes describes the spirit& 
-Man is an embryo, an insect-The author's desire Jor 
fresh ad'Venturcs, 11 unt-it the flickering spark within me 
burns into the fiame of knowledge.H 

N 011ember 14, 1923. 

AT this sitting with Mrs. Travers Smith my questions 
to Johannes were framed in such a way that he might 
give me as much information as he desired about the 
conditions of the spirit existence on the plane he 
occupies. 

H.D.B.-1s it a fact that a person, soon after death, 
is the same in every respect as he was before, except 
that he is bereft of his physical body, and that he 
possesses the same desi_res and inclinations, l;>ut .that 
his desires are greatly intensified? 

JOHANNES-This is not a question which can be 
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answered in a few words. You ask first when a man 
dies is he quite the same other thflll his physical body 
has separated from him? No. He is not quite the 
same because immediately after he has left his shell 
he becomes more or less mentally vivified. Every­
thing is more intense to him. You ask about his 
desires. They are, in a manner, dead; that is, in the 
sense he had them on earth. They are entirely 
subdued for the time. It is not true that they 
separate from him as his body does. Quite the 
contrary. He carries them with him to his resting­
place. But he is, at the time of the breaking off of 
the body, almost unconscious of !hem. Ther. do not 
leave him at once or for a long time after he 1s dead. 
They remain with him and gradually dissolve, as it 
were, or rather change into something different. You 
know I told you that sex exists over here just as it 
does with you, but desire in that sense is changed. 
There is not that physical longing any more. The 
desire is for the perfecting of one mind with the other, 
which is a very different matter. At the moment. of 
death the soul finds itself entirely unconscious beyond 
the feeling of sinking away. That is all. After 
that a period of rest, during which one is in the 
position of a sick person who is nursed and tended 
and kept from excitement and disturbance. There is 
no sudden change, except the great change of the 1~ 
of the physical body. This gives a sensation of 
nakedness and terror which is like a childts terror. 
It is really a second birth. 

Here there was a slight pause. 
JOHANNES-I forgot to mention one point. There 

. 'is a third kind of body. It is merely memory and 
matter as I told you before. It is partly physical, 
partly belonging to the soul. This is cast off at death 
and only endures a very short time after. You must 
not suppose this is a body of desire. It is a shell 
like the physical booy, and sudden destruction of the 
physical body hurts this shell. 

Here Mrs. Travers Sm·ith and I had a discussion 
on some points. We were suddenly interrupted by 
Johannes. . . 
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JOHANNES-I want to tell you that you must 
understand that a man is not bereft of anything 
whatever except tiis physical body when he dies, but 
be is changed because the desires and aspirations 
which come through the ft.esb h•ve no longer that 
medium. Is that plain to you? . 

H.D.B.-Yes. Is it true that a great number of 
people do actively and consciously function in the 
spirit world during the time that the physical body is 
asleep on earth, and that they then come into close­
communication with the departed spirits of those they 
loved during earth life ? 

J OHANNEs-Y es, it is true, but not quite as you 
probably think. In deep sleep it is not uncommon 
for human beings to pass over here and even to hold 
communication with those they loved. But you must 
not imagine the place in which they meet is the same 
as the sphere in which the discamate souls live on. 
It is a meeting-place, or where the soul is sent 
immediately after death ; a between-place as it were, 
where the atmosphere is not in1possible for either the 
dead or living. This meeting and communing is not 
quite as you meet and commune in your sphere. You 
have talked of angels since you were a child, and 
also of spirits above the earth and atmosphere. 
These are really the organizers at this side, and there 
are some who help these meetings and speak almost 
as an amanuensis might between the living and the 
dead. In sleep the communication is very much 
nearer than that between you and the dead. It is 
clear and more convincing, and when this occurs it 
refreshes the sleeper. But it is not actual meeting 
in your sense. It is spiritual communication; the 
communication of minds discarnate for the moment, 
for in sleep you are frequently discarnate. It helps 
you when you pass on here. The experience is not 
entirely new and, as in life, you are sometimes 
conscious that something is not a new sensation, so 
when you die you find that' the sensation is not 
entirely new. You have been without the body 
before in sl~p! 

H.D.B.-Would you give us some description of 
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the life on your sphere, and describe, if possible, the 
appearance of the spirit and the clothes-if any. 
Also, tell us of your studies and whether various 
languages are spoken-if they are acquired easily, 
and whether thought progresses quickly. • 

JOHANNES-I can tell you something about these 
points if you give me your full attention. First, I, 
shall speak of the l'pheres and planes. You all talk 
of spheres on our side; so do we, because we can find 
no other word. These spheres are localities, but your 
inhabitation of a sphere comes chiefly from your own 
plane, which is a mental state. In every sphere there 
are several planes. That really means that you are 
living over here much as you live on your earth. 
On your earth you are living in different planes 
also. The drunkard and glutton is not on the 
same plane as the philosopher and artist. You 
understand that? These spheres are states .. of 
development, and as _you proceed to the higher 
spheres you are becommg more and more mentally 
fitted for them. If you were flung from earth• to 
one of the highest spheres the shock would be 
appalling. You would not be able to stand the 
intensification of rour own sensations. So you begin, 
on the sphere whJcb your awn mental plane has fitted 
for you. Your senses, after you pass over, are 
intenisified, and you must gently grow accustomed to 
your new state. That is the first thing you must 
learn. The senses are all different even in our 
lowest spheres. Eyesight is more vivid, you see 
colours in a manner which is impossible on earth. 
Light becomes what would have been blinding to 
y~u, and darkness and shadow are more pit--like .. 
Hearing in the same war becomes intensified. You 
can hear the movement o your own sphere, as it were, 
and music becomes a new sensation. So many 
different tones are added : even the sound of growth 
comes up towards you, unconsciously perhaps, but if 
you listen you can hear it. Touch too, is more 
delicate : your finger-ends are more serviceable to you 
in life than you have any idea of, but here your 
touch, which seems to· you to be a mere physical 
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attribute, is so delicate that it almost conveys mental 
ideas to you without the help of the actual mind. 
This intensification of the senses is your first 
impression, 110d it gives a sense of intoxicating 
delight after the first shock. I feel it very difficult 
to explain the actual life to you. Conditions are 
different. You must understand that here there is 
a great deal which is perfectly natural and not 
acquired, which while you are alive is only acquired 
with great effort. You beiin on a much higher level. 
As for language, there ts only one tongue here. 
Development proceeds very rapidly, and a plurality 
of languages hinders you. I know, however, 
that it will be hard to make you feel what I 
mean when I say that while our language is the same, 
our ideas actually form a language of their own. I 
mean that you understand people in your own plane 
much more easily than those on higher or lower 
levels. The actual language, however, is the sound 
by which we make e;1.ch otlier understand, and is the 
same for all. Now you ask me about clothes and 
appearance. Some_ stupid people believe that the 
soul is a fluid, that it has no shape, and streams 
about. That is absurd. Every soul has its own 
form. It has formed itself during the earth life, and 
it comes to us as it made itself. We seemed to each 
other to be men ,a,nd women as you are; -and as to 
our garments, we do wear prments which· convey the 
same impression as yours. They are merely ve~ls for 
the mental part, something that gives clothing and 
appearance to the mental form ; but you nee<I not 
believe that when you pass on you live so differently 
as you expect. These garments are not made in the 
market as yours are ; they really proceed largely from 
the idea of the individual. They help to demonstrate 
the mind as 1-ours do. You ask about houses. That 
is very difficult to explain to you. We live much 
more in communities, and many of our houses are 
large places where persons of the same mentality keep 
t~ether for mutual help. Now I must tell ~:i that 
th•~ word hel1' means that each is gaining the 
other. 
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Here there was a pause, which my aching hand 

needed. 
JOHANNES-Do not delude yourself about all this. 

You are a small embryo which is sent first into your 
world and later through a series of worlds much more 
intense and vivid than the one before. You are really 
an insect which has many different develofments, and 
you are given your portion of the spirit o life merely 
to create more of it for yourself to give it stature and 
dignity, and bring it to its full development. Each 
individual is onfy part of the whole. Can you 
imagine a tinr cell imbued with a small portion 
of life-force ? When you come over here you have 
gone such a short distance that you are not much 
more than a tiny cell, and your work is to expand 
yourself, to build up a spirit which will become more 
intuitive as you pass on ; more guided by the sp-irit­
not the mind. When we talk of work over here, that 
is our work. It is as natural as food is to you, and 
here you are given the best means of developing that 
spirit. You may write or paint, or speak to your 
fellow-men, or make music-whichever you are best 
suited for-but it all ioes for one purpose, for the 
building up of the portion of spirit within you. Your 
Christ said many things that sprang out of His own 
innate knowledge. One about the talent. You know 
what He meant-surely not a mere earthly talent, but 
the building up of a spirit from the spirit. . . . . . . . 

It is impossible to review the statements of Johannes 
on the life on his sphere, because the plane is one 
be:>1_ond our imagination. 

That the life there possesses alt the attractions of 
emotions which become intensified is alluring. 

His arguments have intelligence. The process of 
our development must surely be gradual. We are 
merely infants. We have so much to learn. We 
shall have to go through centuries of experience and 
acquisition of knowledge before we can presume to 
imagine ourselves fitted for the intensified stage of the 
higtier spheres. 

The assumption that we live our first puny lives on 
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an excessively material earth and think that we are 
qualified to reach a culminating point and immediately 
enter a seventh heaven is not in accord with the 
aspirations of refined intelligence. It would not be 
desirable even from the point of view of missed 
experience and thwarted emotion. The theory of 
immediate transition to a culminating arrival is crude 
and inartistic. It is a clumsy desire which spends its 
thrills too quickly. It is the arrogance of a low 
intelligence. • 

I have sought every possible experience in life, 
excepting only the experiments which I have felt 
intuitively to be foul and retrogressive. I have no 
wish for the emotion of fresh adventures to cease. If 
the prospect in front of me is that of soaring beyond 
this small world into the unknown realms of the 
universe, I shall open my eyes to a new and 
magnificent vista. 

There is no child born that does not desire to live 
through its experience. That is instinctive. So then 
do I desire to complete my knowledge of this plane 
and go on and on through other spheres until the 
flickering spark within me burns into the flame of 
knowledge .. 

CHAPTER IX 

MENTAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN TWO WORLDS 

An e~1dlarating day-Why the spirits come back-Eanh 
cldldf'en - Esoteric intelligence - The hidden God -
F Of'etelling tl&e futuf'e. 

N 011embe,. 27, 1923. 

IF one refers to Chapter IX of Book I it will be 
found that the events recorded there happened on the 
same date as the short philosophical discourse with 
Johannes recorded here. It was an exhilarating 
and complete day. I had spent an astounding 
morning in Hertfordshire, the afternoon was occupied 
in discomfiting stupidit}'.' at St. George's Hall 
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(reoorded in Chapter XII), and five o'clock tea 
was taken with Mrs. Travers· Smith in Chelsea, 
followed by a discussion on the esoteric intelli­
gence; later on a humanly emotional argument 
after dinner at Dorincourt, lasting until eleven p.m., 
and· then, in splendid solitude, working until the 
early hours of the following day op creative writing. 
My mind was so fur~ously alive: that it was only 
grudgingly I conceded:to it the necessary sustenance 
of sleep, surrendering the hours of consciousness to 
refresh me for new adventure. 

At this sitting wiJh Mrs. Travers Smith I had 
made a note beforeha.ijd of two questions I wished to 
put to Johannes. • • ' ' • 

H.D.B.-Will you e~plain to me, Johannes, why 
does the spirit care' to find mental intercourse with 
people of the earth ::after it has teft the earth life for 
a higher plane? 

JOHANNES-That is obvious to you if you think a 
little. When the spirit passes on here it retains its. 
earth memories for a time. It 111ay at first suffer 
from complete oblivion because of the shock of the 
tearing asunder that drove it across here. But when 
it has recovered itself it retains its memories of earth 
and· for a time it suffers from great loneliness ; you 
must try to imagine the state of the new-born soul 
here, gradually beginning to use its senses. It is 
like a child learning to walk. It is hampered by- its 
accentuated hearing and seeing. It actually suffers 
from this acceleration of its energies, but all the time, 
as a current flowing beneath the surface, its earth 
memories are there, and it has the natural longing for 
those who were dear to it. It is this which drives it 
to every possible opening which can let in light on 
the oontinued existence of those it loved on earth. 
Do you mean me to speak of the desire which drives 
a spirit as advanced as I am, or is it the personal side 
which puzzles you ? 

H.D.B.-1 should like to know why it is that you 
should desire mental intercourse with us? 

J OHANNEs-That is easily explain~. At my stag~ 
we are given earth cfiildren in charge, and we must 



, I·'·.· 

TO.WARDS THE STARS a87 
of necessity hover about your atmosphere, and we are 
told further that we mar, tell you as much as you can 
follow and understand 1f you care to listen. We are 
interested in our children. TQey are given to us to 
help and teach, and some are difficult scholars. They 
prefer to remain deaf when we-try to impress them. 
My child (Mrs. Travers Smith) has listened to my 
teaching, and gradually I shall increase her powers 
and her knowledge until a still , more _experienced 
guide takes her in charge. Then I shall be sent 
to another earth child whose mind is suited to me, f.or 
we-guides are always chosen because of the harmpriy 
of mind between ourselves and our children. 

MB.s. TRAVERS SMITH-Why was I not sent a 
musical guide since music has so great an appeal 
to ··me ? . · · . ·. . • . . 

J OHANNEs-You will have one before long. · 
JOHANNES (refe11ri.ng to H.D.B.}--Now why .does 

he. take such a keen interest in me? He has guides 
of his own who are in harmony with him. • 
. H.D.B.-1 take ·till interest in you, Johannes, 
because of the rapid and intelligent answers you give 
to my questions. 

J OHANNES-1 can speak quickly because your brain 
gives me a chance. The material is like quicksilver, 
eyer moving and dividing, and able to pass rapidly 
from one subject to another. 

H.D.B.-1s there an esoteric intelligence in the 
spirit world governing or guiding other spirits? 
And if so, how is it regarded by lower intelligences 
under its care? 

JOHANNES-Do you mean by this a first cause-a 
god? . 

H.D.B.-Yes, or an assembly of intelligences. 
JoHANNES-1 should like to explain the whole 

scheme, but that would take a l_ong time. There is 
an infinite number of grades of intelligence here, and. 
beyond that intuitive intelligences more advanced 
than we are. As to the angels· and archangels you 
speak of, you are reasonable in supposing that the 
esoteric intelligences above your ordinary mortal. ,life 
e~ist and organize .our schemes over here.· That is 
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so. The great first cause which you call God is still 
hi_dden from me ; I do not expect to enter into the 
understanding of Him until a much later period. 
Here in my sphere we have rulers and generals, as 
you have, who are better fitted for their task than 
your supermen are, because they have certainty where 
you have uncertainty, arid· we acknowledge their 
power and obey. You understand that these are the 
sons of God, and have passed through their full 
experiences. They have proved the heights and 
depths that they may be fitted to rule over those who 
are merely ascending the mountain or remaining in 
the valley. 

H.D.B.-Can you foretell the future with regard 
to earth matters ? 

J OHANNEs--Can I foretell or can it be foretold? 
lI.D.B.-Can you or any other guide foretell it? 
]OHANNEs-Guides have made a special study of 

the science which permits them to look along the line. 
They are as important. to us as your astronomers 
are to you, but they are more certain than your 
astronomers, who frequently arrive at· conclusions 
without sifting the right line of evidence. They get 
in a wi:ong tract, whereas we cannot. I mean those 
among us who care to use this power. Your clair­
voyants have guides who have made a special studr 
of the reading of the future. • I have foµnd it 
interestingt but I devoted my time to the large 
scheme of things and have not taken that special 
study enough in account. Astor can read further 
ahead than I. I do not find it as interesting as he 
does. He, of course, comes from a country where 
in the temples divination was used. In my land we 
used on,r one or two simple forms of this. 

The sitting, which lasted five minutes, ended. 
. . • . . . . . 

The reasons given for tQe desire of mental inter­
course between the spirits on another plane and 
human beings on this earth are logical and accept­
able. It is only natural that spirits w~ich have 
.recently passed to another plane should desire to 
communicate with those they loved on earth. 
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•. ·In. addition to this, according to .Johannes, 
certain guides are appointed in the spirit world to 
give- us knowledge. They may tell us as much. as 
-we .can understand. Therefore it depends - upon 
the intelligence of the human beings as to the extent 
their minds are capable of receiving. · 

My question on the esoteric intelligence -that may 
exist on other spheres was concisely answered. 
• .. It is an arr~ant presumption for us babes of the 
·earth to imagine that we shall arrive at a full com .. 
prehension of the scheme of existence until we have 
acquired centuries of experience and knowledge in 
the higher spheres. 

CHAPTER X 
... . . •. THE PROBLEK. OP ETERNITY 

TJJ1'ee questiom from the a•thor'.s ,cm-What happ,111 when 
. ..•. • tu spirit has reached the pinnacle r - I 01'anne1 on 
.-'. : ,:lliglow '1'eeds-Fait1' does not· g,O'IIJ by the way.side­
,,.-. • Eimtefn.~s theorv o/Relatmty-Llfe °" other planets-A 
.. :,,,·'joke tut brov1ht" sane an.rw,,.. • 

/ """'""' I, 1924. 

THERE had beeri a g~ of over a month since my 
last sitting with Mrs. Travers Smith. She had been 
away travelling and I had been occupied by other 
work. 
• It was fitting that ·we met again to open the New 

Year. 
I had in my notecase a letter from my son Dennis, 

which he had written to me a week or two earlier from 
Downside. This letter contained three questions. · 
· •• H.D.B.-1 want to put to you, Johannes, three 

questions at the request of my son Dennis. The 
first is: If, in after-life, we go on progressing, what 
happens when we have achieved the pinnacle? • 

'JOHANNES-I can reply to that very easily, because 
. K 
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it is a matter which concerns the second death that 
occurs later to the' • soul. The highest pinnacle of 
knowledge is achieved when the mind has arrived 
at a riglitness which 'permits it to pass into the air 
.and be·· dissolved. Then spirit alone exists. It 
passes into the intuitive existence . and there know-­
ledge is of no service. Life becomes a life of intui-
.tion entirely. · '· • 

H.D.B.-Have you passed through the stage of 
the· second death? · 
• JoHANNES-No, after two thousand years I have 

.arrived only at the stage of collective memories, but 
not yet at the stage of intuition. I could not guide 
.a human being if l were purely spirit. I have much 
to learn still. 

H.D.B.-The second question Dennis wishes me 
to _put is : How can eternity be explained? 

JOHANNES-My dear sir, eternity is about you and 
.around you always. It is the circle that is an apt 
:symbol. It is the ever creating, ever moving mass 
that will ever change but never cease to be. That is 
what you call eternity. It is npt the everlasting life 
,of the soul alone~ : put the everlasting existence of 
the universe. Thisi will always be the same so far 
.as we know. It cannot disappear so far as know-
ledge is given to u:;. • 

H.D.B.-The thhd question from Dennis is: 
Does God expect injtit1ted Christi~ns to conform to 
the creed of the Catbohc or oth~r c;hurches? 

J OHANNEs-Realty; i • cannot f<>IJ9w you here for I 
do not quite grasp • your cree4s. It is not essential 
,for any person wh<:> 1s alive to CQ~form to any creed. 
Creeds are given you because they are useful props 
for those of you who are too w~lc of sinew to stand 
·alone. Otherwise there is no value in a creed. But 
~reed involves faith, :w~ich is of value to the soul ; more 
value than any of you can possibly understand. It 
is not a matter of real moment whether faith takes 
·the shape of a creed or not. The main point always 
is the actual shaping of a belief in the soul. It helps 
both soul and body, and wonders could be wroul{ht 

IQR the earth if faith were a plant which grew ea!illy 
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·by-the,roadside. Unfortunately, it is not so. Faith 
•·is a growth of. care. . It is a rare exotic. 
· , -H~D.B.-· Here is a question that has suddenly 
occurred to me. Will _ you tell us how you regard 
Einstein's theory of· Relativity and whether his 
theory applies to other· spheres. 
, J OHANNEs-It · does apply on other spheres, • for 

there what affects you affects them also. You are 
only a part of the whole. You see until Einstein 
came forward with his idea you were applying yours 
in a very ignorant manner, for this feeling that light 
darted forward and pierced the darkness was, of 
course, absurd. Einstein has caught the idea much 
more clearly than any of his prede~essors, but he 
has not been able to see the whole, for someone is 
going to give you a great deal more which will arise 
out of Einstein's discovery. Light is a more subtle 
essence than you imagine, and the position of the 
planets will. vary very much before you are able to 
~0UJ'\t the actual distances between them. There are 
many forks in the bend . of light, . and besides this 
thf' eye is deceived by the luminosity. It cannot 
~ctually count the distance because the eye, as it is· 
when you are on earth; 1 is still a very imperfect 
is:istrument. Einstein has put you on the track of 
the science of light which will now go forward. But 
it. . will be a very tong time before you reach 
ally valuable knowledge of a science which is still 
young. It is only just born and what has to come is 
C,ifficµlt and involved because you will have to 
gu~ss at the truth by reason of this defective sight 
of )'ours. · . . 
. ~H.D.B.-You know, Johannes, that neither- Mrs. 

Travers Smith nor I know anything whatever about 
Einstein's theory of Relativity. 

J OHANNES-1 know. I have a perfectly clear mind 
on this subject. I could talk to you about it for a 
very long time. But as it is I hardly know where 
to begin. It involves so much careful training of 
your minds. I cannot help feeling amused at human 
discoveries. They seem so simple over here. ·• It 
seems to me that Einstein is in the same position as · 
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the human being who discovered that the worl~ was 
round. His theory is quite as elementary. But 
when that idea was first suggested men held up 
their hands in astonis~ment. Light is ~oing to be 
one of the most exciting points for the scientific men 
of the future. They will gradually begin· to under­
stand that the stars are not in the least as they were 
pictured by men before Einstein's time. The whole 
map of the heavens will change, and the values of 
rays will be understood as they never have been 
before. The directions of light will alter again and 
again. • 

H.B.D.-Can you tell us whether life exists on 
other planets? Are they inhabited ? 

J OHANNEs--Surely you know there are other 
worlds such as yours. You are one stage on the 
journey. There are other stages. I have told you, 
my child, that the younger stars which look blue to 
you are the more advanced habitations of the soul. 
The older stars are less vital and those humans who 
have not developed what was given them on your 
planet are sent to those dimmer worlds where they 
can develop better as things go slower there. When 
your communicators talk to you of incessant work, 
they mean that the vitality of their · existences is 
increased by living on a younger and more vital 
planet where things necessarily go much faster than 
here. You understand that, I think. 

Here the sitting ended. 
. . . . . . . 

In dealing with the first question of the pinnacle 
of progression Johannes again refers to the second 
death, when the soul and mind have acquired all 
knowledge and then dissolve into pure spirit. Life 
then is all intuition. 

The emotions of this condition are impossible to 
conceive. If one could essay the attempt, it is 
perhaps the merging into the supreme, where it is 
possible to watch the whole revolving wonders of 
the universe at a glance. 

As for eternity, that has always been beyond the 
comprehension of the human intellect. Our minds 
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cannot realize it. It is the first wonder of childhood 
and the last wonder of life . 
. · Yet, . relatively it is less difficult to comprehend 
eternity than to imagine _there is no eternity. Take 
the alternative of a complete NOTHING. 
·• We cannot attempt to realize what NOTHING means. 

Let anyone try to imagine this. No world, no skies, 
no, stars,• no universe, no life, no soul, no spirit,. no 
sound,: no movement, ·no atom, no particle, no spa~e, 
no -vacuum. NOTHING. The reflection staggers 
and confounds the mind far more than the problem of 
eternity. For eternity we do experience in a sort of 
w.ay, whilst Nothing does not exist. • 

The question I put to Johannes on Einstein's 
theory of Relativity was a suddenly conceived joke. 
Life 1s ve7 short and there is a multitude of subjects 
of which am entirely ignorant. Einstein's theory 
is one. With deaf ears I had heard it casually ana 
superficially discussed but that is all, and that was 
what prompted me to put the question, but I am not 
ashamed to say I did not even know to what his 
theory applied or anything whatever about it. 

Therefore it was amusing. At the same time it 
was a remarkable test. .. 

· Whe-re does the -ridiculous theory of &elepathy 
~me~h~? . 

Neither I nor Mrs. Travers Smith understood an1-
thing of the subject and yet the reply was given 10 

a second and with marvellous rapidity. How is it 
possible to account for this ? 

• The pencil script of this sitting with its lightning 
scrawl is an interesting curiosity. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE APPROACH TO ETERNAL TRUTH 

Os,ar Wilde on the author's ~ook II The Eternal 
Maiquerade ": garish collection 'of brilliantly coloured 
rags; refreshing ancient oddments; :history in a fresh, 
costume mum.ming· itS way throug'lt. ·an infinite number 
of royal dummies; the 11a1t,, of the' epigram; this j,erson 
. . . has not lied qs since-rely as • we could 111ish-H .D.B. 
teaches Wilde a lesson-Johannes su11u up his philosophy 
-The besetting sin of man-World.·. without fear-The 
W1'etched slothJvl spirit of Oscar Wilde. 

. . . . 
January 7, 1924-

THE final sitting, so far as this volume is concerned, 
took place with Mt$. Travers Smith at Chelsea. 
I was getting desperately tired, not of the study, 
which is the most fascinating theme the mind can 
conceive, but of the physical effort of varied studies 
which had exhausted me. 

On this particular morning Mrs. Travers Smith 
• telephoned me and said that she had received an amus­
ing communication through from Oscar • Wilde in 
which he had criticized my book "The Eternal 
Masquerade." 

Since Wilde had exhibited his savage, but arti­
fically flowered wit at the expense pf Hardy, Meredith, 
Shaw, Bennett, Moore, and Joy(:e, there was no 
reason why I should expect I to escape his icily 
satiric castigation. Not, of course, that it could 
affect me, except to inspire the humour of interest. 

Mrs. Travers Smith handed me the script con-
taining his criticism. Here it is: -• 

OscAR WILD&--The inward man is entirely 
swamped by man's outside. This is a garish collec­
tion of brilliantly coloured rags which have the sad­
ness of cast-off and worn-out ideas about them. But 
here I find added• to this dimness a bright polish, 
almost as brilliant and oppressively clean as that 
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which used to decorate the foot when I trod the pave­
ments of Bond Street. It has the effect of the long 
dead fancy ball. For faded perfumes hang about the 
garments, and all the faded passions also. They 
really have become almost too dim to be recognized; 
but from their delicate decay I get an essence. It is 
the mixture of, spirit and heavy scent, I -think. It 
is the modern method of refreshing ancient oddments 
and presenting them to the public with an attit_ude 
which savours of the rriarket place. It seems ,to me 
that history has caught on an entirely new colour. 
It used in my time to consist of volumes bound in 
gloomy black and used to pass away those. hours so 
completely misspent in the schoolroom ·of our youth. 
Now I see it in a different light; for here it marches 
along, and in each successive chapter of the work 
before me I see history in a fresh costume mumming 
its way through an infinite number of royal dummies 
, •· . (a pause). But I must continue a little longer. 
For I should like to· speak about the marvellously 
modern mind which compiled this book. It seems 
to me that the author has persuaded himself that he 
is at the same time an historian and a critic of fashion. 
Do I mistake him? For if he considers himself a 
writer of the epigram I fear the gentleman had better 
withdraw the work. Dear lady, surely you, who 
have a mind full of humour, can understand the 
exact value of the epigram.· You cannot mistake 
any imitation for what flows from the mind entirely 
freely. • The epigram is the child of a mind which 
takes delight in setting the truth before its audience 
in the garb of a lie. This person, who has striven 
with all his being to become _an epigrammist, has 
presented the lie in the garb of truth. He has not 
lied as sincerely as we -could wish. I feel that as I 
was considered by the public to be • a creator of 
epigram that it is only fair to advise this gentleman 
on. the subject. Let him always 'be sure that at the 
basis of what he says ·there is truth, that is, as far 
as. the public estimates that virtue, and let him send 
it forth clad as the lie, that is, the perfect and con­
scientious lie, not· the lie taken ·lightly. ·For as • I 
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have said in one of m1 works, the lie should be 
nothing if not conscientious. . . . . . . . . . 

I think that Wilde's criticism i~ quite amusing and 
the criticism certainly savours of the Wildean form of 
expression. His post-mortem literary reviews ~re 
interesting because of that. They are, in fact, 
infinitely more alive than the revival of his antiquated 
plays. 

He has stimulated me to reply to him, with the 
brevity of the ftash of lightning which dispels the 
shade. 

Without advancing the argument seriously, one 
could here assume the survival of personality. For 
again Wilde displays bis colossal egoism and his 
cultivated snobbery when he regards himself as 
., considered by the public to be the creator of 
epigram.'' From which it is apparent that in his lazy 
ignorance Wilde had never even read William Con­
greve. Any one scene of Congreve's plays contains 
more epigrams of quality than the whole of Wilde's 
Victorian insignificancies of still-born wit. Wilde 
was of the ephemeral type that sparkled for a while 
in the hey-day of hypocrisy and died out-died out 
both spiritually and mentally. He is still obsessed 
by the decorated lie. He is dated by the generation, 
which he typified so evilly. . . 

If it were he speaking, it is evidence that his 
development has been stationary. He remains so 
bemused by the world of thought that has leapt past 
him that he still clings to the ill-conceived and 
taudily gowned lie in preference to the naked but 
perfectly formed elegance of truth. . 

It is unchivalrous to torture a soul in dimness, but 
even the shades must be taught their lesson. I had 
the misfortune to witness a performance of u A 
Woman of No Importance" two years ago. It was 
pathetic in its puerility. Again wlien u The lmpor~ 
tance of Being Earnest " was revived it was found 
to be unrevivable. Such plays are of no use; they 
are lifeless. They evidence the decay which already 
existed in the mind of their perpetrator. . 
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After the amusement of reading Wilde's opinion 
of me, it was a relief to get into another atmosphere • 

• • • • • • 

Before opening the sitting to converse with 
Johannes I showed Mrs, Travers Smith a schedule 
of all the various subjects that had been discussed 
with him. 

JOHANNES-I am glad that he has come again. It 
gives me a chance of speaking. 

Mas. T .S.-Did you hear all that H.D.B. said 
with reference to his book? 

JoHANNEs-1 heard all that he said to you. I 
expect him to give my ideas to the world. Would 
he like me now to sum up, in a sense, what is to 
come as far as I know it? . 

H.D.B.-1 should be very pleased if you would, 
Johannes. 

J OHANNES-1 am quite sure that this book will be 
of value because my philosophy is one which will fit 
in with many ideas which are not strictly Christian 
and it will make appeals to those who do not believe. 
I feel quite confident that this will arouse an interest 
in people who have never listened to our words 
before. Because-listen to this carefully-it is im­
possible to get any truth out to you unless through 
a mind which gives us some foundation for our own 
thoughts. You can understand that where there is 
any definite prejudice of a narrow outlook we cannot 
get the truth into words, because the mind will not 
take the impress of our ideas. You and my child 
(Mrs. Travers Smith) are open-minded, therefore the 
impress is definite here. 

H.D.B.-Will you tell me which method of com­
munication you regard as of the most value? The 
sittings held in a seance with several people present, 
where physical manifestations take place, or the 
sittings such as those we hold with you which are 
purely mental ? 

J OHANNES-1 am equally interested in both forms 
of communication for one would be absolutely 
useless without the other. We, on our side, are 
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discussing this question as earnestly as you are, and 
we believe that it is essential in order to bring con­
viction to the world to perfect the use of what you 
call ectoplasm, for, my dear sir, you know as well 
as I do that the eye brings more conviction than the 
ear. It is, as a matter of fact, a coarser instrument. 
The ear is more closely connected with the mind. 
But for the foundation of our communications with 
the world it is more important that the eye should 
be convinced in the bei?inning. I believe in the 
course of a few years there will be an immense 
increase in ectoplasmic forms. This is our first care 
over here, for you know that very few on your side 
are willing to listen to our philo:;ophy, and even 
if we find a ready audience for our discourses we 
cannot always find a suitable instrument. The 
instrument causes great confusion of thought, both 
on your side and on our side. I want to explain to 
you further that this confusion is greatlf increased 
by some communicators who have to cal in the aid 
of the guide at all sittings. Then the guide is a 
bridge and has to bear the approaching parties from 
each side. He gets confused by the call from here 
and from your side as well, and often the com­
munication is a combination of the words of the 
communicator from our side and the thoughts of 
the medium on yours. For the medium cannot 
completely exclude his own thoughts. They will 
come rapping at the door and push in, in spite of 
the resistance on the medium's part. We are now 
discussing how this difficulty can be overcome. It. 
is a very great stumbling-bl~k, for we often find 
you reading half your own ideas and half our words, 
and all this rather injures our efforts as you can 
imagine. . 

H.D.B.-Can you tell us how long spirit com­
munication has existed between your world and 
ours? 

JOHANNES-The communication from this side to 
yours has been established from the very beginning 
in different forms. Of course this particular method 
is the most highly developed and far more difficult 
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for us than any other. You may ask why so many 
persons can accomplish a little of this writing and 
why they have so many difficulties and disappoint­
ments, and further why sometimes they are injured 
by their communicators. It is really for want of a 
guide that these injuries occur. Not because they 
are in touch with evil influences, but more especially 
because the ignorant influences which use . them 
cannot handle the mind as it should be handled. 
It is infinitely difficult to use a medium of the mind 
without hurting it. We guides keep those away 
who would use our children roughly and tear the 
precious consciousness that must be used as long as 
life endures. 

H.D.B.-What I would like to know is this. 
If spirit communication has existed through the 
ages, do you consider that it has been developed 
or has progressed to a finer degree to-day than at 
any other time? 

J OHANN~I have already said that spirit com­
munication has been established from the beginning, 
but it has not been recognized as it should because 
added to it in the mind of ea·rly people was the 
sense of fear which is an entirely artificial sense. It 
should not exist. It was set up ag-ainst atl this 
because it was essential that man should be ready to 
take the spade in the morning and concentrate his 
mind on the conscious world around him. Evolu­
tion has been very slow as your time goes, but the 
result of evolution through many centuries is that now 
it is less important for man to occupy himself entirely 
with his spade. Thought is a more useful tool than 
the actual thing created for the daily need. In this 
way your studies are beginning to become really an 
acceptable asset to tliose who are alive. As time 
goes on thought will become more and more a 
reality to you. After a comparatively short time 
you will establish as a scientific fact that thought 
creates vibrations, and that will open up a new vista 
for us. Really that advance is very close to you. 
As it is you have made progress through the fact 
that thought is now recognized as a marketable 
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article. We have always to approach you through 
the mouth first, because of your feeble condition that 
demands nourishment of the material nature. Now 
you come to recoe-nize it is a scientific fact that 
it exists, and is what you term reality. A thing­
which can be used for almost any purpose since it 
has created every material thing in your world. 
Then I say that your communications will become 
more easily arranged and more convincing and you 
will have made a considerable step forward. 

H.D.B.-Whilst you were talking, Johannes, a 
thought occurred to me. You made a reference 
to the sense of fear. I regard fear as a man's 
devastating instinct. Could we not create a beautiful 
world here if we could banish fear from our 
minds? 

JoHANNEs-My dear sir, you live on fear if you 
only knew it. Undoubtedly your world would be 
a more beautiful place if fear were extinguished. 
But consider the result. Your world would not 
continue without it. It is the whip, or goad, which 
stirs man to attempt all that is really worth while. 
You cannot overvalue it. It has many forms, but 
the fundamental form is the fear of extinguishing 
the spark of life, which may be done in many ways, 
but none so effectively as shutting off the channels 
through which the actual food that nourishes man 
comes to him. Fear compelled Adam to use the 
spade and fear gives you all that you enjoy at the 
present moment. You may have inherited much, 
but all that you have has come to you through fear. 
Do you understand the immense value of what you 
de~pise? 

H.D.B.-Your reply comes to me as a complete 
surprise. It is somewhat confounding. Not because 
of its logical exactitude as appli~ to earthly emotions, 
but because it is opposed to my conception of what 
this• world might be. By this I can only assume 
that since you have said that fear is an entirely 
artificial sense then one must suppose that it is only 
natural for it to function in this entirely artificial 
world. (A slight pause.) Another question has 
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suddenly crossed my mind because of something Mrs. 
Travers Smith and I discussed before this conversa­
tion began. It is a personal question. What is your 
opinion of Oscar Wilde? Tell me how you regard 
his life on earth, how he is regarded on your sphere, 
and what sort of ·existence he now leads? 

J OHANNES-1 am indeed pleased to ha Ye your 
question. I haYe been wishing to speak about him, 
for at all times when he wished to come here I 
~posed him. I haYe a very deep contempt for him. 
First, as he was when he was alive on earth, and 
now when he has cast off bis body. He cannot 
even yet cast it off completely. Its wretched 
particles, decayed as they are, cling to him still. 
In life he had every cause to become spiritual. He 
had inherited a tendency, unhealthy to a point, 
which droYe him to practices which caused his ruin 
socially, but for his spirit this was the best possible 
chance of revival. A curious mind his. Teeming 
with ideas, all of a kind that worked for his down­
fall. For he had no thought of the man within 
him, which was absolutely cramped by his egotism, 
choking him to a point in which he could not spread 
his soul at all. A.nd after this great chance came to 
him, he let fatigue overcome him, and gluttony and 
that lassitude which 1s so hopeless a failing in man. 1 

So when he arrived here he was really half-dead. His 
body clung to him sJill and even now he comes here 
and speaks again at this table, in half-tones of envy, 
because he cannot shake off the lassitude which 
ruined him in life. He has never given his vital 
part a chance, and, though he cannot flatter him­
self that he is a great sinner, he may reasonably be 
said to be one of the most completely slothful souls 
that have come to our side. 

H.D.B .-Tell us what sort of condition he now 
exists in. 

JOHANNES-He was sent to a less vital sphere, and 
now instead of trying to rouse his energies he stands 

1 After his release from prison Wilde sank back into 
gluttony and lassitude on the Continent. This I obtained 
from personal friends. 
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there wailing at his conditions. And so he will 
stand for many a year yet. 

H.D.B.-There is one last question I feel that I 
must put to y:ou, Johannes. It is one of infinite 
significance. You 'know that I realize the value of 
faith, knowing that without faith nothing can be 
achieved. No inventor could make discoveries unless 
he had faith in his ideas which eventually become 
materialized and accepted. How then does faith 
ap~y to psychic studies and ideas? 

OHANNES-lt is the most important point of all . 
. D.B.-How then is it possible for us to accept 

the protested faiths of the various religions of man, 
whilst their ministers support, and encourage by 
their acceptance, the iniquitous evil of war? •• 

JOHANNES-Yes, I think I understand your diffi­
culty. Religions-creeds I should call them-are 
absolutely necessary for the greater mass of human 
bein~s- But why, you may ask, reasonably, when 
God s creatures are there to teach without these 
dogmas of man ? The reason is that a sign or 
symbol of the whole must be given to the human 
being, in order that he may preserve an ideal which 
takes him a short way on the road of faith. The 
danger in aJl religions is that they destroy them­
selves in that they embody doctrines and permit 
matters to exist which are contrary to all human 
reasoning. And yet this symbol must be there, 
because man must always be a creature of the 
moment, and he cannqt do better than to form any 
kind of faith while yet he is alive. I should like 
to speak of this question of war, for I have explained 
that it is the besetting sin of man. Religion veils 
this crime as the act of heroes. It cannot do other­
wise, for it is powerless to work against the temper 
of a nation. But you must not believe that because 
it cannot crush out the worst of evils that religion 
is not an essential part of man. It is best for him 
to try to keep a: light in front of him when he is 
walking along a dark corridor, even if the light 
gutters at times. And so it is with the mass of 
people in your world. They have so little light that 
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even the gutterin,z candle of the Christian faith is 
the only thing of beauty that is opened to them. 
Therefore do not despise it too deeply. You, who 
can lean on ideals of a finer nature, need not be 
merciless to those who require the paper flower 
because they have not a garden in which they can 
grow the rose. I do not defend any of your 
creeds, knowing as I do that they embody. war, 
deceit, and avarice. But they also embody a little 
faith, and that must be taken as the nearest 
approach to the eternal truth. . . . . . . . 

It is almost impossible for me to convey the 
extraordinary effect of this purely mental sitting. 
It was all so amazing. The actual sitting occupied 
considerably less than an hour. Writers will under­
stand and appreciate the significance of this. 

The philosophy of Johannes is so explicit that I 
do not think it is necessary for me to review it. 
It was chiefly the expression of himself with 
interpolations on my part. He dealt with the 
degrees, the valuations, and the progress of psychic 
phenomena. He explained the necessity of physical 
demonstration, which, he says, is essential to 
convince the world. He dealt with the emotion of 
fear in such a surprising way as I could never have 
dealt with it. He poured contempt on the gluttony 
of Wilde, delivered a brilliant essay on f a1th, ancl 
displayed a fine tolerance of the various creeds of 
man which was beyond that which I could conceive 
in my present state of indignation at their application. 

Humility does not exist in my nature so far as 
material standards are concerned, but I do feel the 
quality of humility when I record the great words 
·spoken and conceived by a hiJher intelligence than 
mine. It appears that the prince of knowledge on 
this earth is merely a suckling at the breast of the 
universe. 

If during the stress of this study I have achieved 
faith, that alone is of inestimable value. To use the 
last word of Johannes as recorded in this book, it is 
" the nearest approach of the eternal truth." 
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THE CASE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC SCEPTIC 

The ,asual attitude of scientific m.tn-Six wuks to soli,e a 
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A .sca11dal01cs decision. 

December, 1923. 

THE various experiences recorded here represent the 
result of nine months concentrated investigation and 
study of the greatest problem in life. If so much 
can be discovered in so short a time, is it not 
reasonable to assume that the road to vaster fields of. 
knowledge is now within sight? 

This accumulated evidence proves, in my opinion, 
beyond all doubt that it is possible for human beings 
to communicate with the spirit intelligences of another 
world. . 

Some of our great scientists have already accepted 
chis /act. It is now for science as a whole either 

1 It should be noted that the logical and philosophical 
summary contained in Book IV was written before Valiantine 
came to Eng;-and. The results of his visit, briefly and coldly 
recorded in. Book II, confirm in an amazing manner every 
word that appear• in these c:oncludin~ chapter,. 
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to off er some natural explanation for the phenomena 
or to devote its energies to the study and development 
of it. • 

Apart from the spiritual value, the communication 
with higher spirit intelligences may prove of material 
value to our world, and when this new branch of 
science is recognized, the studies and experiments 
must be made by men of sensitive intellect. 

It is useless and foolish to approach the subject 
with preconceived ideas and prejudices. Excluding 
Sir Oliver Lodge and Sir William Barrett, both of 
whom have given _years of patient work to psychical 
research, the attitude of many other scientific 
investigators has been painfully casual and painfully 
stupid. 

It is this ridiculous attitude, showing a miserable 
mentality, that takes me to_ the early part of 1923 
when Mr. J · Malcolm Bird, the associate editor of 
the Scientific American, was appointed by that 
newspaper to investigate psychic phenomena. A 
trip to Europe was arranged for him, and Mr. Bird 
allowed himself a schedule of six long weeks-­
February 10 to March 28-to get inside the riddle, 
the solution of which is known only to God. . 

Every assistance was given him in England and on 
the Continent by Mr. and Mrs. Hewart McKenzie of 
the British College of Psychic Science, and by 
others interested in psychtc research. This is a 
courtesy which is always extended to bona fide 
students and investigators. 

Mr. J. Malcolm Bird took notes of the seances he 
attended and has since r.ublished them in America 
in a book which he calls 'My Psychic Adventures.' 1 

His adventures in Europe consist of less than ten 
experiences and in not one instance is he able to 
discover any deception. His attitude throughout, 
however, is prejudiced and deliberately antagonistic. 

The book is worth reviewing and analysing, 
because it represents the mentality of the trreat 
majority of sceptical materialists. And in chastising 
Mr. Bird I chastise the herd. 

As a scientific study his book is puerile and value-
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less, as a psychological work it is stupid, and· from 
the literary point of view it is dull, ill-written, and 
vulgar. 
•• In his occasional moments of honesty, Mr. -Bird 

damns himself completely. He states· that, . as 
representing the Scientific Ame'1ican, he confines 
himself to one problem, which he is foolish 
enough to regard as the major· issue. He says that 
he can regard only as evidential " the occurrence 
of physical phenomena!' He• therefore places a 
supreme importance on the lowest possible form of 
intelligence or manifestation . 
.. By this statement he proclaims himself as one of 

the stupid- herd which also includes many spiritual­
ists, whose minds are so undeveloped that they can· 
only_ be impressed by what they can see and feel. • 

Whenever Mr. Bird's mind is forced to contest 
mental phenomena it collapses ignominiously. With 
him th~ physical only provides .•emotion. His esti­
mation of mediums 1s. affected by this, and he is 
unable to appreciate mental values. He protrudes 
a flashy survey of the obvious as a study of a 
subject that demands deep and intuitive thought. 

In one chapter, in which he describes phenomena 
ot insignificant intellectual interest, he waxes quite 
e~thusiastic and, against his will, he is thrilled. 
The chapter is headed u A Brilliant Session with 
Powell." But it is necessary to point out to 
Mr:. Bird that the ~onception of brilliance designates 
the intelligence of the appraiser. What may be 
brilliance to him may be boredom to others. 

• With avidity he describes at great length how· he 
tied up the medium Evan· Powell so that he could 
not move. 
· • Physical phenomena oc.curred and Mr. Bird forms 

tbe·-opinion that " Powell is the best of the English 
mediums." But even this concession is affected by 
the material thread of doubt. He roped Mr. Powell's 
body to a chair and tied his thumbs together with 
a thread which he sealed with wax. At the end of 
the seance, during which he describes the physical 
manifestations as remarkable, he finds Mr. Powell 
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still securely roped. Whilst he is rel~ing him frorn 
his bondage he notices that the sealed thread is 
broken and is very annoyed that he did not happen 
to observe the act of breaking it. He makes the 
illuminating remark on the thread : • • I have revolved 
this incident in my mind more than any other episode 
of my stay abroad." . 

Splendid I One pictures poor Mr. Bird spending 
sleepless nights thinking about the thread. There 
is no necessity for pity, however, as later in the 
chapter he acknowledges_ that -he doubts his own 
arguments. 

As far as I know, Mr. Evan Powell is a genuine 
medium; certainly he succeeded in impressing 
Mr. Bird. That is where he and I differ on 
standards. Physical phenomenon does not appeal to 
me because it hu no mental value. It is not on 
this plane that we can arrive at a higher intelligence. 

Mr. Bird writes about a sance which he attended 
and at which the medium was Ada Bessinet, of 
Toledo, Ohio. I cannot express any opinion of 
Miss Bessinet, since I have no knowledge of her,· 
but she is written of as a medium of repute. 
He confesses himself . astonished at the physical 
phenomena which took place. Singing and direct . 
voices were produced, but he deliberately refrains 
from giving an anal,!ical survey or any attempt at 
logical explanation. This is a sheer exhibition of 
weakness. He maintains an evasive attitude, saying 
that when he chose to sit on OJle chair he afterwards 
wished he had chosen another,; so that from some 
other angle he might have more carefully observed 
those things he fails to explain. He appears to be 
befogged and consumed by doubt. Time after time 
he confesses himself as beaten, and he endeavours to 
r, .rieve this by occasional touches of ponderous 
humour. He elatedly pounces on one insignificant 
trifle which might be regarded as doubtful and 
magnifies it to the disregard of a whole mass of 
1!vidence which he finds 1s inexplicable. 

Some mediums, who are not · independent of 
111oney, naturally receive fees for their services. 
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M.ediums must live, just as Mr. Bird must live.. But 
Mr. Bird is exceedingly offensh·e in referring to this 
point. He says that he has heard " that Miss 
13essinet averages thirty-five dollars a week in fees, 
which seems to him pretty good pay.'' Here the real 
niggardly mentality is indeed shown, especially when 
bricklayers in America earn one hundred dollars 3 
week. 

The attempt to discredit genuine mediums because 
they accept fees and the stupid assumption that 
spiritualism is a money-making game is inquitous. 
Why shouldn't they be recompensed for their 
time and for the devotion of their liTes and powers 
to the study ? The Archbishop • of Canterbury 
receives £io,ooo a year as the medium of the 
Church, although Christ was content with infinitely 
less. 

From personal experience I can state that the 
genuine mediums are not mercenary or material and 
have a profound respect for tlie spiritual ·issue. 
During my. investigations the total amount I paid in 
fees comes to less than £ 20. 

·Mr. Bird in his impudent, scampering study is not 
concerned with mental :factors; he aYows that the onl:, 
demonstration which would be likely to convince him 
would be some form of physical phenomena. Yet 
when, at some vulgar seance, which he describes, 
held by some simple people in the suburbs (no fees) 
where tin~ns and drums and £our-legged stools 
and metal horns jumped about tli~ room, he even 
then did not seem to like it. 

:Such miserable and irritating exhibitions would 
nauseate my conception • of spirit • intelligence, but 
strangely enough this was exactly. wh"at • Mr. Bird 
said he wished to see demonstrated. He contradicts 
himself. It is difficult to know what his particular 
form of culture does desire. He professed at the 
outset that he would only regard psychic horse­
play as his spiritual circus, and then he appears to 
be disappointed because the clowns are not sedate 
and dignified. 

Mr. Bird is a dull dog; he is attracted throughout 
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by - the bare bones of the physica~, and when he 
secures them is astonished to find they possess no 
sustenance. 

These exhibitions <Jf physical phenomena sicken 
intelligent students. •! What can: we learn by such 
manifestations, whether genuine or not? No new 
philosophy or advancement of thougJlt can possibly be 
obtained from it. As a substitute :for any accepted 
religion it would be disgusting and absurd. Could 
any physical manifestation of tinkling bells ever 
presume to replace,· for instance, the spiritual 
illusion of the Roman Catholic Mass? 

Directly Mr. Bird leaves the physical and 
endeavours to study or explain the mental aspects he 
flounders hopelessly and makes a pitiful exhibition 
of himself. 

In one passage he says that the majority of 
personal messages consist of '' my darling. I am 
so happy to communicate with you. I ·am watching 
over you. What joy it gives me. I must go. 
Come again." Then -a few pages later he says: 
'' The wealth of detail is often staggering and far 
beyond the possibility of being accounted for hr, 
gue~work, and could not be known by tke medium. ' 
By which of these cloes he stand? 

Apparently he has no departed relatives with 
whom he would like to get into communication for a 
personal test. Or, if he has, they, perhaps quite 
rightly, evince no desire to get into touch with him. 
He raves incoherently about telepathy and the 
subconscious mind whilst he rushes through the 
round of his appointed seances. At one he almost 
thinks he recognizes the description of his grand­
mother, and then because he can't be sure he 
becomes extremely irritable and treats the whole 
subject with unworthy carelessness. At a later 
seance he admits that the description of her does 
tally, and he is so intrigued that he proceeds to 
excessive lengths in the retailing of this incident 
until one feels quite relieved that he has f9und 
something even though it is nothing more than his 
boresome grandmother. He ~foes not record that 
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she said anything to him, so apparently they both 
treated each other with silent contempt. . 

When Mr. Bird got back to America, however, the 
silent spirit apparently relented, for he relates·' in 
stolid seriousness .that at some seance he received a 
sweet but simple little message written on a slate and 
signed • • Grandmother.'' It is pleasant to find that 
Mr. Bird is human. Adamant as he was, a woman 
got him in the end, even if it was only his grand­
mother on a slate. 

Mr. Bird is the materialist in excelsis. He airily 
dismisses mental evidences with the parrot-cry of 
11 telepathy." This is the consuming bug of his 
mentality. There is no elasticity in his mind; his 
ideas are narrow and fixed; his comprehension is 
limited, and he exposes his weakness when early· in 
his book he says deliberately : 11 I shall insist on 
extendin_g the telepathic hypothesis to the . bitter 
end." He may find a. 11 bitter end," but how can 
a scientific investigator hope to make discoveries or 
assist prog"ress if he approaches his study in such a 
prejudiced and antagonistic frame of mind ? . 
• If telepathy, .or the subconscious mind, is the 

only argument that can be advanced to account for 
mental phenomena, will the scientist explain why a 
medium suddenly, at a given moment, can provide 
the power for the subconscious mind to be read? 
This demands a scientific explanation which has 
never been attempted. It is as undiscoverable as 
the mysterious power of spirit communication. 
Mr. Bird's evasion of this point is illustrated when 
he says of the subconscious mind that '• in our present 
crude state of knowledge we need not attempt to 
define it.,, Where is the logic then in advancing 
a theory which cannot be defined to combat the 
evidence of the actuality of spirit communication 
which is definite and conclusive ? -
• . The time has come when the telepathic theory 
must be abandoned. How is it possible for spirits to 
give evidential information on subjects that are non­
existent in the minds of -the medium and the sitter? 

.• -How can the scientists explain the marvellous 
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phenomena of the direct and audible voice of the 
spirit? 

I have keld loAg affd intelligent conveirsations on 
j>ersona.l mattef.s with se'Oeira.l s,i,it.s, • a.nil tke 'Doices 
have been clea.ir and audible to all the oth,eirs 'Who 
'Wefe 1'1esent. A 'lid othe, distinguished men and 
'Women, 'Whose 1'1obity is beyond question, stand by 
me. 

A voice speaking from space in a room is at once 
proof of both physical and mental spirit intelligence, 
and completely destroys any suggestion of telepathy 
or subconscious thought. Mr. Bird is forced to 
concede that the hypothesis of ventriloquism does not 
explain the few and not very interesting experiences 
he had in hearing the phenomena of the direct voice. 
He admits that the ventriloquist cannot work 
effectively in the dark and cannot deceive the ears as 
he does the eyes by getting the audience to look in 
the quarter from which he wishes to infer the sound 
is coming. 

Despite these admissions he adheres to the theory 
of telepathy until it becomes an obsession which 
carries him to the borderline of lunacy; in the end 
he is left limply hanging on to it whilst the waves 
of knowledge sweep past, leaYing him to perish on the 
peg of his own stupidity. 

It is to the eternal credit of the few great 
scientists that they have devoted their brains to the 
solution of this vast problem of proving the continu­
ity of the existence of the spirit after bodily death. 
Their research has been long and patient, and the 
results that they, as pioneers, have already attained 
are of inestimable value to the spiritual and philo­
sophical welfare of the world. That this miserable­
minded, illogical, insular, and mean-spirited American 
hustler should dare to imagine that by a scheduled 
tour of a few weeks on psychic experiments he is 
justified in pronouncing judgment is ludicrous. 
That he should presume to express his opinions-­
with such vulgar aggression-is an insult to the 
intelligence of the great minds which are beyond his 
understandin&. 
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• ,Instead of attempting to explain away any 
scientific problem, his book is obviously written as 
a-,-journalistic stunt, and, possessing no faculty what­
ever for real writing, he set himself out to obtain as 
much cheap copy as he could acquire, which he 
adorns with even· cheaper scepticisms. 

The description of his experiences are precisely 
what one would expect from such a mentality. Why 
should he expect to arrive at anything? No spirit 
of intelligence would ever be likely to desire 
communication with him. . 

His positive and neiative comments are 
ridiculous and valueless. His positive acceptance of 
trifles is absurd and displays the extent of his 
ignorance .. Only occasionally is he humorous and 
then it is unconscious, as, for mstance, when he says: 
" I cannot make my mind a blank without a 
struggle.'' Evidently the struggle has taken place 
without him being conscious of the fact. 

That such a book should represent the investiga­
tions of the S cientifi,c A me-rican is a grave reflection 
upon this organ. 
1 • ln a July ( I 923) issue of the Scientific A me-rican 
there appears a lengthy account of three test ~ces 
held to investigate the genuineness of a medium 
whom tf!ey refer to as Mr. X., but who in reality is 
George Valiantine. · . . 

It appears that the journal had offered 2,500 dollars 
to. any medium who could prove genuine psychic 
phenomena. . 

Valiantine was persuaded by some of his friends 
to submit to the test. He did not seek the appoint­
ment himself, nor did he display any anxiety to 
secure the prize, but he was anxious to prove that he 
possessed genuine powers. 

· Such tests are always bad, especially when money 
is at stake. I consider that when this subject is 
treated on a material. basis it is bound to be detri­
mental . to the results. 

Before the three New York test seances were 
held, Dr. Gardner Murphy of the Columbia 
University and Mr. Kenneth Andrews of the New 
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Yo-rk Wo1'ld. went to Wilkes-Barre to conduct two 
experimental' tests • with · · Valiantine. These two 
Wilkes-Barre experiments were success£ ul, and Dr. 
Murphy and Mr. Ar1clrews were impressed. • 

The subsequent test ·sittings were held in New 
York City, at the offices of t_he Scientiffo American, 
and the committee of· jud!fes con,isted of cold, hard, 
sceptical, and anm~onist1c examiners. The report 
of the proceedings· was written by Mr. J. Malcolm 
Bird in a prejudiced and unfair manner, in the course 
of which he again cq~tradicts himself and uses many 
ill~gical arguments. ; 

Under adverse conditions, in an atmosphere of 
freezing materialism, phenomena was manifested 
which the Committee entirely and completely failed 
to explain. • 

During the first two seances held on successive 
days eight distinct spirits manifested themselves and 
spoke to the assembly. Grudgingly. it was admitted 
that each voice was different and 9u1te distinguishable 
from the other. Mr. Bird refrains from recording 
the conversations. His excuse is that the voices 
"came with a suddenness that was well calculated 
to startle the sitters into mQmentary inability ;to 
observe clearly." This is the confession of a poor 
intelligence for a scientific investigator. . • 

He says that " consideTable phenomena had been 
produced," but he deliberately avoids giving one 
description of the phenomena. Immediately later he 
contradicts himself with : 11 It has been found that everi 
with a po'Ve1ty of phenomena, we could not remember 
the sequence of the seance sufficiently well." 

Why could not he remember the sequence? Any 
intelligent mind can not only record a short sequence 
of the occurrences of two hours, but can memorize 
the gist of a dozen conversations practically word 
for word. If Mr. Bird's memory is so pathetically 
limited, how can we possibly accept his verbose 
version of all the insignificant incidents which the 
tentacles of his warped intellect fastened on as a 
refuge from the devastating assault of the incom-
prehensible. • 
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--Befogged, ill-humoured, and disquieted, by hap~n­
~ng!? beyond their sphere of comprehension,, some 
meµtbers of the Committee remembered on the sec~nd 
day that they lived in_ the land of· material effici~ncy. 
So they summoned the .aid of a dictograph. _ . ·_ .. 

I.t is funny. They bought, or borrowed, their 
dictograph and installed it surreptitiou~ly -ar:ui 
concealed it from the eyes of th~_ medi_um, lest the 
spirits might become m~lignant when confronted by 
this epitome of progress. _A stroke of genius this.; 
like Bottomley instructing God to send him a cable. 
in a Jokn Bull code. 

-The dictograph, being mechanical, was faithful, 
and one may deduce that though sc;>ulle~s, it _was 
impartial. Phenomena occurred again on .this second 
test, quite remarkable phenomena with manifestations 
and spirit voices in conversation : but although it is 
conceded in the Scientiju American that "a remark­
able running account of the ~ance was recorded," 
not one word of this record is published, nor is a 
solitary explanation advanced of what happened. 

By this time, having.experienced two seances, both 
utterly inexplicable, -the Committee awoke to the fact 
that something drastic must be done if they _were to 
preserve their determined _opinions; even Mr. Bird 
became nervous of the results of the test . 
. • • Before the third sitting • they engaged carpenters 
and electricians and fixed up mechanical appliances, 
unbeknown to the medium. The chair in which 
Valiantine sat was arranged so that any movement 
he made would be recorded by electricity in th~ next 
room. This contraption was hastily contructed 
under the spur of desperation . 
. · Despite this checking ~nd, perhaps, dist~rbing 

contrivance, again phenomena occurred. Th~re were 
many manifestations. Spirit voices became audible, 
and as Mr. Bird is forced to admit, he held a· 1o-,,,g 
dialogue with one of th!;' medium's guides w\}ose 
voice came from u high in the air.,, 
· Now this committee, largely of sceptical materia,lists, 
discovered that the full weight of the medium was 
not registered on the chair for fifteen seconds at 
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one period and at odd times varying from one, three, 
six, nine, and fourteen seconds. 

On this ridiculous and flimsy endeavour at 
explanation the Committee discredited Valiantine. 
This scandalous decision was based on an i nsignifi­
cant point which neither proved or disproved 
anything whatever. The incident serves merely as 
an exposure of the stupidity or the bitter determina­
tion of this section of pseudo-scientific, sensation­
mongering, and pot-boiling journalists. 

Without giving this great question any study 
whatever they have the audacity to ignore all that 
their puny minds cannot grasp and proceed to fasten 
on to some vague straw to save their faces. . . . . 

By the slip of over-emphasis Mr. Bird naively 
discloses the fact that if the weight resting in the 
chair was less than one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds it would record the medium as being out of 
the chair. It does not require an i_nfant's intelli,ence 
to realize that it is impossible for anyone to sit for 
half an hour without moving. The inclination is to 
change one's position slightf y in order to relieve the 
tension of one's muscles, and, further, when one is 
listening intently to catch a sound or to follow a 
voice one leans forward . involuntarily. With one's 
hands on one's knees, almost the entire weight of 
the body is easily sustained independent of the chair 
upon which one's thighs may be resting, and the 
slightest movement will reduce the weight by half. 
It has also been scientifically proved that when 
phenomenon is manifested that the ectoplasm emanat­
mg from the medium's body has in same cases 
reduced his weight by as much as sixty pounds. 
There are many scientific books written proving the 
reality of ectoplasm. 

The mentality of such investigators is despicable. 
On a figment of their material conception they will 
thrust aside a mass of evidence which to them is the 
uncom prehensible. 

In display type the Scientific Ame-rican had the 
effrontery to exhibit what they termed " The Deadly 
Parallel," which merely records that the full weight 
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of Valiantine was not registered on his chair for a 
few odd seconds. 

They pronounce an advecse decision although 
considerable phenomena occurred and "Yoices were 
heard from high in the room and from other places, 
and these voices talked with Bird and others, and 
the conversations continued ten and twenty times 
longer than the seconds of the '• movement ' 1 

recorded. 
The medium conversed himself with the spirit 

voices. Their sentences, it is admitted, practically 
joined. 

Mr. Bird's contradictions throughout are lament. 
able. In one place he says the conversations were 
short and consisted of a sentence, whilst later he 
refers to the II long conversations " he had with the 
" alleged spirit voices." 

I know what George Valiantine ha$ proved. I 
know that the Scientific Ame?'ican has proved 
nothing. The latter clutched at the straw of 
momentary movement and has the impudence to 
assume that this is damning evidence. It cannot 
even coincide the few moments of the movement with 
the beginning 9f the long f,e't'iods of phenomena. 
If the medium moved for a few seconds, why 
shouldn't he remain registered as out of his chair 
for the whole p_eriod of the phenomena? That 
would be certainly more explainable. . 

To be personal again: will Mr. Bird explain why 
he shows a pitaf' on his diagram and then ignores 
the musical phenomena ·he cannot explain. This is 
a very amusing exhibition of his carelessness as a 
recorder. 

On such a ridiculous report this Committee had 
the audacity to say that their finding was that 
" they " rejected the genuineness of the mediumship 
of Valiantine. • 

With my knowledge of the phenomenal discoveries 
that hav:e been made through the mediumship of 
Valiantine my finding is that most memb~rs of this 
Committee were imbeciles. 

They have endeavoured to assert their opinion and 
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I will assert mine; it is that they were asses. Thejr 
dictograph was scrupulous, the weights and measur~ 
of their scales were fair, but their birdlike aggression 
would not stimulate the saliva of a castrated cat. 

Mr. Richard Worrall, who was present, declared 
himself to be disgusted and distracted by the investi­
gations. He said in the Press that he considered that 
'' not only was the treatment of Valiantine cruel, 
but it was unjustifiable for the simple reason that the 
tests were not completed." 

There is another important point that Mr. Bird 
deliberately avoided to mention. Valiantine wore, 
on his wrist, two luminous bands which shone in the 
dark and which could be seen all the time. These 
ne'Ver d.isappea-red. How can this be accounted for 
since their contention can onl;r be assumed to be 
the absurd theory that Valiantlne walked about the 
room for some considerable time whilst the chair 
designed to register Valiantine's weight only recorded 
that the full weight was not registered for a few 
odd seconds? 

The New Yo-,k Times gave a four-column dis­
cussion of the subject in December, 1923, six months 
or so after these tests, also articles by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Mr. Bird. Sir Arthur ridiculed 
the findings of the Committee, while Mr. Bird 
admitted that four of the Committee believed that 
under certain conditions spirit phenomena would 
probably occur. 

Sir Arthur gave by hearsay some particulars of my 
Arlena Towers experiences with Valiantine, and in his 
summary said that " the Committee was, of course, 
bound to judge by its own experiences, but the public 
may take a broader view, and I claim that the experi­
ence of Mr. Dennis Bradley is far more weighty in 
the favour of Valiantine than the Committee's." · 

It is significant that Mr. Bird, in his reply to Sir 
Arthur, evaded this issue. 

As a psychologist, observer, and student, I regard 
myself as possessing more knowledge and ex_perience 
than most' of the Committee of the Scientific 
American. I am convinced that Valiantine is one 
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of the greatest mediums in the world and that he 
was shamefully treated by the. findings. It seems 
to me that the S cientifi.c A me1ican was more 
concerned with the preservation of its 2,500 dollars 
than with investigation. Such an attitude is 
destructive to science and prostitutes progress. 

Th-is is the usual attitude ad~pted by investigating 
committees, and the atmosphere is calculated to prove 
so disturbing that spirit manifestations of any real 
interest are unlikely to occur. If we accept spirit 
intelligences as existing on a higher plane from that 
of our earth, it is foolish to imagine they would 
assent to remain at our beck and call, and ridiculous 
to expect them to materialize in a frigid atmosphere 
of a company of materialists. 

The right mental attitude to cultivate in psychical 
studies and observation is the clear, unprejudiced, 
open mind, not the determined mentality of the 
prairie ox. . . . . . . 

I wish·to make it clear that this chapter was written 
by me in December, 1923, and before George 
Valiantine came to England. The amazing mass of 
accumulated evidence recorded in the presence of 
many of the most brilliant men and women in 
this country is published earlier in Book II and 
furnishes wonderful proof of Valiantine's mediumistic 
powers. 

I repeat that the Scientific American's treat­
ment of Valiantine in June, 1923, was iniquitous. 
Its attitude is a menace to scientific progress, and 
until its " experts " are able to approacli this vast 
study from an entirely different mentality it had 
better remain silent and leave the pursuit of know­
ledge to higher minds. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

THE DAWN OF A NEW DA 

The a1&thor add.f'eue.s Ids f'eadef'.s and takes farewell of tkna 
-The foolish mtffll of the IJe,-4-u P1'yslcal pheflOffleftD'n 
ls o baby's rattle In psycldc science "-A. la.int to the 
Clf.urclt.es - When tlle herd wakes 11p - " My own 
J>lailosoplay 11- 11 1 KNOW." 

]onuory, 1924. 

I DE.MAND your acceptance of after-life on the proofs 
that I have given you. 

Life on earth is a phase. 
We live and develop after death. 
Our spirit is eternal. 
Our bodies are the shells of our souls, and they 

are cast off at the moment when we are born again, 
when we set forth on a spirit life of loveliness. 

That is the scheme of eternal life. 
Retrogressive theories must be annihilated in order 

that the field may be cleared for this new thought. 
The fact of an after-life and the actual commun.ica­

tion of discarnate spirits with humans on this earth 
plane must be accepted. 

This new knowledge is the true philosophy. 
How are we to determine its application tp science, 

religions, races, and art ? And beyond all to 
individual comprehension ? • 

I disregard the foolish mind of the herd, which is 
doomed to centuries of experience before it can hope 
to arrive at intelligence. In the herd class I place 
blatant materialists, roasting their toes in security; 
destructive scientists, inventing their poisonous gases 
in protected laborat9ries ; elaborately but diaphan­
ously clad ladies of uneasy virtue, warming their 
suburbans, spouting their platitudes by gas fires; 
emotions in artificially heated chambers; smug 
hypocritical politicians, plotting the extermination of 
their fellow-men in the foul atmosphere of council 
chambers. 

All "these represent the animal element of 
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inhumanity. They spend ·their days burnishing 
their swords for glittering prizes, but the glitter 
reveals their decadence. 

The future will show that spirit communication is 
inexplicably connected with the scientific as well as 
spiritual elements. 

T~is is the onlY, explanation of the function of the 
medium. 

The medium is the instrument, or receiver, tiy 
which the voice of the spirit communicator becomes 
audible. I have proved that these voices are heard 
and that tong and intelligent conversations take 
place, but how this phenomenon is achieved is 
unknown. This audible communication is n .. ade 
possible by some form of wireless we do not under­
stand. In this I am supported by the spirit of W.A. 
and others who refer to the delicacy, ·of the 
vibrations. 

It is quite possible that there is an etheric current 
extending to other spheres. In making this 
contention, it must be remembered that had we been 
told of the marvels of wireless ten years ago we 

. should have laughed the prognostication to scorn. 
The mystery is not yet explicable. I am • not a 

scientist, but I find it extremely difficult to under­
stand how it is that I can sit in a room in my house 
and listen to a voice speaking in America; and this 
reality has only been evidenced during the last year. 

Since I claim to have established by indisputable 
proofs actual and audible communication with 
;recognizable discarnate spirits existing in another 
world, I do not think there is any more to be gained 
by the ordinary physical phenomena such as the 
moving of objects and the materialization of forms. 
Physical phenomenon is a baby's rattle in psychic 
science. 

It must also be considered that it is possible by 
wireless for electric bulbs, without any connection, to 
be lighted by induction and kept burning for a 
length of time and to sit in one room and accurately 
play the piano in the next room. If these marvels 
can be achieved by human manipulation, it is likely 

L 
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that all purely physical phenomena alleged to be 
produced by spirit powers are likely to become more 
and more suspect. Only mental phenomena will. be 
accepted in the future. 

If the survival of the spirit after bodily death is 
accepted and the medium is regarded as a sort of 
living physical instrument, it is safe to assume, 
since we know that a human message can be sent 
seven times round the world in a second, that by 
some similar means messages can be transmitted 
and voices heard from another sphere beyond. the 
earth, 

Directly the world accepts the fact that such 
communications are possible the scientists should. 
combine together to study every means of communi­
cation, and a thorough search should be made for 
persons possessing mediumistic faculties. These 
persons should be fostered and developed in the way 
best suited to the strengthening of their powers. 
Their services should be utilized for the advance­
ment of humanity in science, art, philosophy, and 
culture. I 

If it is possible to communicate with higher intelli­
gences on other spheres and eventually to arrive at 
a higher philosophy, the pathway of knowledge 
will be limitless. • 

I believe that the greatest development of all wi_ll 
be the direct indi'Didual mind communication with 
spirits. This in individual cases has already been 
achieved. In many human beings there exist nor­
mality and supernonnality. Genius is always 
supernormal and is accepted as such. No artist can 
tell from whence his inspiration comes. It just comes 
and in a ftash. The inspiration, or conception, of 
the idea of great paintings, great sculpturing, great 
music, and great literature comes suddenly as a 
mental vision or sound. These may be the messages 
of a higher and kindred intelligence,. 

It is nonsense to expect that a spirit acquires a 
super-intelligence immeaiately on his departure from 
this earth. -There is probably an infinity of degrees 
of intelligences on the next plane as there is on earth, 
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and one must concede as far as actual and audible 
communication is concerned that there exists a 
multitude of far higher intelligences than ours. 
From what I have gleaned the spirit life appears to 
be as natural in many ways as life on earth. The 
actual personality, thought, and characteristics which 
have been built up during earth life are developed to a 
higher degree because all material ideas have been 
relegated to insignific.ance. 

We are all spirits on earth oppressed by the 
physical burden of our bodies; there is no sudden 
overwhelming change when the body dies. We do 
not immediately become gods. Why should we, 
since it is only at death we begin our real existence! 
Who can define the mind ? Our bodies live in 
action, but the mind is unseen. It is absurd 
to argue against the continued existence of the 
mind. . 

It would be as logic.al to say : " I cannot see your 
mind therefore I do not believe you have a mind or 
are capable of thinking!' The body is an auto,. 
maton. Since we are told that the development of 
the spirit is a matter of eternity, it is not natural for 
us to expect the spirits to speak to us with God­
like intelligence. 

It would be foolish of the churches to disregard this 
new leap into knowledge. In the near future they 
will have to believe, and it will be for them to 
decide the changed form of their various religions. 
In truth, our archbishops and bishops will have to 
teach after-life. The church, as a church, will not 
like it. Her offices have lived by driving the herd. 
But the herd will wake up. 

I was educated as a Roman Catholic, and the 
artistic beauties of this form of worshif have still a 
great appeal to me. The attitude o tl)e Roman 
Church towards spiritualism has been dogmatically 
antagonistic. She has been wise enough not to deny 
that communication with spirits is possible, but she 
has discountenanced and discouraged it by the 
contention that only evil spirits communicate with 
human beings. This is also the attitude of many 
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persons who suggest that communication with spirits 
is unhealthy ancl morbid. The Roman Catholic 
Church has great power, and her authorities have 
designed an autoctatic government of the minds of 
the millions who conform to her creed. I will 
agree with the authorities to this extent that spirit 
communication in its present stages is not advisable 
for the great bulk of people whose intelligences are 
undeveloped. It involves a great mental strain 
which can be borne only by the strongest of minds. 
In addition to this, . the actual possibilities of 
achieving communication are so difficult and so rare 
that it would be extremely difficult for . a great 
multitude to receive individual proofs. There1ore, 
the Roman Catholic Church has possibly been right 
in advising her adherents not to seek individual 
disturbance on so thin a thread. 

Religion is necessary to man, and whichever form 
may oe practised, the fundamental principles ao 
work for the good of humanity. 

Religion is necessary in our public schools. • I 
cannot conceive Downside, Beaumont, Stonyhurst, 
Eton, Harrow, and Winchester conducted without 
the discipline of religion. • 

It would be absurd because of this new knowledge 
of spirit communication to disturb the religions 
which have existed through the ages. It is merely, 
therefore, a matter of acceptance and application. 

For two thousanp years, despite her rigid auto­
cracy, and the alternating phases in which she has 
suffered oppression and then on a rising tide has 
exhibited her own vicious cruelty, the Roman 
Catholic Church has furthered an artistic culture 
which survives. 

Her very sensuality is creative and makes 
a wondrous appeal. Beethoven, Weber, Haydn, 
Mozart, Gounod, and all the great composers have 
given to the Catholic Church the div,ine inspiration 
of their music, just as so many of the world's greatest 
painters and sculptors have paid tribute with their 
art. 

The gorgeous vestments and the jewelled caskets 
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are made to adorn the interior pf wonderf urcathedrals 
and chapels. It would be stupid v:andalism to 
attempt to destroy this great edifice, simply because 
a new knowledge of St?iritualism has been given to 
the world, which is, after all, merely a completion 
of all religions and of the instinct which is born 
within the soul of every man. 

My own philosophy may be of n9 acx:ount, but I 
give it for what it is worth. I cannot, and never will, 
accept any church or creed that does not proclaim 
as the first rule in life " that wa1 is a worse c,im, 
&has mu1d,r.'' Whilst churches cpuntenance this 
iniquity I only feel nauseated at such a hypocritical 
and blasphemous negation of the law of God, the 
principles of Christ, and the love of humanity. 

The world must begin to learn. Despite all 
material progress, we are hut poor human sucklings 
at the fount of wisdom for the nourishment of the 
knowledge of eternity. · 

Surel_1 it is · • possible for man to realize his 
insignificance and even the insignificance of this 
earth planet when he endeavours to comprehend the 
exteot of the unh·erse. At Harvard University a 
star cluster has just been . measured and proved to 
be a.ix trillion miles away from the earth. Light aad 
wireless wa-Yes traYel at the terrific speed of 186,000 
milesrer second, and it takes the sun's rays eight and 
a hal minutes to reach the earth. Then consider 
for one moment that, travelling at the same rate of 
186,000 miles per second, it has taken the light from 
this ~tarry cluster we now see one million years to 
reach the earth. This will give us some glimmering 
of the infinity of time, and should enable us to realize 
that the few thousand years of knowledge acquired 
by humans on this earth plane is relatively. a mere 
fraction of. thought. 

The only thinJ that is stupendous about ma~ is 
his blatant conceit. Viewed from the higher intelli­
gence this miserable speck of a planet-a mere 
fragment of. the universe--am assume no more 
importance than a minor hell inhabited by a multitude 
of savage infants. 
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\Ve must learn to achieve a new comprehension of 
eternitv. 

Relatively, we have no understanding of either time 
or space. We must shed our arrogance and realize 
that the boasted progi'ess of our civilization has 
achieved practically nothing of value in thought. All 
that we have learnt on earth we have learnt to abuse, 
but we need ~o~ despair becauise our first pukings 
have been so p1t1ful. A few thousand rears 1s but a 
moment of eternity. We are embryos 1n the scheme 
and when we are strong enough to venture our first 
few steps towards k'1ow1edge we shall learn to abhor 
our primitive indeceflcies. We must remedy our 
dysentric weakness, which is materialism, before we 
can presume to understand the divine spark of the 
everlasting spirit. • : 

When a higher wisdom comes to the world, it will 
be found to consist of a perf~ simplicity. The 
virtue of life should be love. The work of life should 
be the expression of oneself and· the development 
of one's personality. There should be no such 
doctrine preached as the fear of God, which is an 
insult to His great intelligence. And it should be 
realized that Hell and Heaven are the visions we 
create in our own souls. 

The materialization· of such miracles· as wireless 
and electricity have· been rendered possible by the 
mediumship of thought. Thought is of the spirit 
and it is the creative instinct. 

What are we all but indefinable specks of proto­
plasm, which by the thought of man and the 
love of woman • have grown from an atom into 
living personalities with untold powers for good 
or evil. 

From this miraculous speck in which the spirit 
is contained the body we inhabit is materialized. 
Throughout Ufe on earth our minds develop and 
our thoughts create and invent more and more 
materializations which in their turn decay, for the 
material part of ourselves is perishable, but the 
spirit and soul and mind are eternal. 

Is there a man so arrogantly foolish that, whilst 
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unable to explain either the mystery of creation or 
the inventions of man, will dare to deny that- the 
~pirit does not continue to exist after the shell of the 
body is cast aside ? . _ 
, --lt is. the obsession of materialism that is the curse 
of .the world. . • . 

• War is an animal bestiality inspired by cowardly 
but_ su~tle rulers -for the purpose of gaining material 
possessions. . , . . 
, _The accumulation of wealth and the vulgarity: of 

material power is: accorded a-sychophantic reverence, 
whilst art and love and refined philosophy are 
derided as of little value. - • . -

Matter decays • and this ghastly -acceptance of the 
doctrine of materialism. can. result only in decadence. 
That is why our world is in such a parlous condition. 

Civilization stands at the cross-roads. A material 
fog has blurred the sign posts. One road -leads 
to the Hell of Destruction,. which is war, and 
the other to the Kingdom of Knowledge, which 
achieves peace. The scientists sta.nd coldly in the 
centre as directors of human' traffic. Their thought 
will determine the way for the shivering herd. IE 
the road to Destruction is chosen then heroism will 
become feeble when faced by scientific ~laughter. _ If 
the road to Knowledge is chosen, then humanity, 
weak and gasping, will find refreshment and a new 
virility. • . 

Whichever way tlie scientists may choose to 
di~t I disregard their decision, for I know that 
within the great and incomprehensible purpose of 
human life there exists a higher wisdom than we 
-can conceive. We humans are given free will. to 
develop to a certain point, but when the whQle 
scheme of human thought is threatened, then from 
!~ie higher intelligence is sent a counteracting 
influence . 

. That is why this new force of spiritualism is 
coming. It wi11 come as a great wave which will 
sweep as~de the foolish designers of material rule. . . . . 

This ·book is but a prologue. 
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Yet the curtain must be rung down before the 
comedy and drama and splendid fantasy of real 
existence even starts. • · 
• I care nothing whether my audience represents a 

world of fools, who look askance, or whether there 
may be a few wise men who welcome the emotion of 
a finely decorated Truth. 

I am no missionary. I have merely played a par! 
of a looker-on in an astounding mental drama. If I 
sought to impose my views upon the herd, that 
w.ould plac~ me on the plane of vulgar leaders who 
aeek to prpstitute thought. . . • 

I have plunged into the depths and I have risen to 
tJ:ae heights. I have endured the agonies of mental 
pain and I have laughed in the ecstasy of joy. 

l care naught for the world's opinion, because it 
cannot offer an opinion ; for ten years it has only, 
exhibited a mentality of foul devastation. 

In this book there is contained the outline of our 
after-life. Thi$ outline has been given with certainty 
from the actual sources in the direct and audible 
voices of spirits. 

What Church and what prophet has ever offered 
so much? 

What actuality have any of the great prophets of 
the past given beyond vague and indeterminate 
utterances? 

What actuality can any of the churches offer? 
Is there any tangible vision by which the churches 

can define the conditions of after-life, beyond a 
nebulous sort of existence or the hope of an 
unemotional peace? Intellect can only look askance 
at such a prospect and seek some clearer vista. 

I give evidence of a hereafter infinitely more 
alluring than any yet given to man. 

By some strange chance I have been enabled to 
probe the hidden aepths of knowledge. Part of that 
which I have found is recorded here. And .that is all 
that I am prepared to concede. 

Those who wish to make the discoveries of value 
in life can do so if they sacrifice. But that is no 
concern of mine. 
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, .. The splendid comprehensiveness of the higher 
intelligence of other spheres is alluring. • The 
philosophy achieved can afford to smile upon this 
world's h7pocrisy_. . . • . 

• Love, irrespective of the laws of man. 1s the 
refinement of creation. 

Hate is the foul thought leading only to 
destruction. 

Love or Hate? It is a matter of choice. Both 
represent the spiritual and the material elements. 

-In the great .problems dealt with in this book· I 
record merely the facts, and then philosophize. I 
present the balance and· leave it to my readers to 
form their own· ·opinions. That is a matt.er for their 
study. · • 

The quest l undertook has reached a conclusion. -
I no longer rely upon beliefs. 
I lcnom. • 
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