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I The methods of this concern were exposed in THE JouRNAL, June 24, 1899, 
Oct. 21, 1899, and Sept. 7, 1901. The last note brought a letter from a physician, 
member of the Michigan State Board of Health, living at Niles. This letter, 
which was published in THE JouRNAL, Nov. 16, 1901, gives a few side-lights on 
the St. Luke's fraud. It said in part: • 

"I believe this so-called hospital commenced operation here in the fall 
of 1896, but its work has always been conducted with as much secrecy as 
possible, and it was not until it had been doing business some months that 

Photographic r~roduction (reduced) of the "diploma" of "St. Luke's Hospital." Mr. 
ms, the author of "The Great American Fraud," reports that he found most of the quacks 
visited had. these diplomas framed on their walls. 

we learned of its methods. Our state board, at its meeting in January, 
1899, considered the matter quite at length, but no law under which pro­
ceedings could be commenced could be found and nothing was done. 

"St. Luke's is organized and incorporated under the laws of the state, 
and it is capitalized at $10,000, 400 shares at $25 each. Of these 'Dr.' 

j·, Charles W. H. B. Granville, of Niles, Mich., had 196, 'Dr.' Arthur C. Pro· 

j bert, of Washburn, Wis., 203, and Annabelle Granville of Niles, Mich., I. 
• "Under this law St. Luke's issued 'certificates of merit,' as they were 
, termed on their face, although in appearance diplomas. . 

"I do not think St. Luke's Hospital ever really had a patient in it, at 
least not one who stayed over twenty-four hours. 
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ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL OF NILES, MICH. 
~,_c...,_ n•n""" .,,......._-., 

OA~TAL eTOCM. e100.ooo.oo. 

llAILWAY AND YATD. ADVAHTN"M, 
-a,oua nA.Tlllll, ~,-,-..o.,,....,.s...r 

-:::.~~ ... -;".:.~::i:r..-::--' 
,,_.._.._,...1"1t~an11oow.-_. 

=.:.-::=::.tr ..c:-;.-:.!.a: ... 
--&1•11- ..... p11,.- ... 

---l•HpcsnW-•"71roi•M 
--•-1----

~-~--~-,.»--• ,..._ ___ , ... ,..- .. --. 
-=.h~~itt:::=,=~,:; 

::v~=~:;::i: _....,.. '-" -

Dear Sir or Madu:-

•• beg respectJ'ullY to call your personal at.Umt.1on to t.he ract. t.ha:t, 

on accoUf!t. or t.he excellent. medical quaUrtcat.ions and high pioresuonal 

at.anding:, we h&ve recent.ly elect.ed and appointed a.s V1a1t.1na and Consult.-

1na .Pbyaician Uld Suraeon on the -Medical St.att' or ou·r Hospit.al, Doct.0r-

-----~----or • 
•• have no hesitancy in reco11111end1na him 't,0 you, and should yOu, any 

member or ;,our t'am1ly, rr1en11• or acqua1nt.ance.s become aick and deUre 
medical treat.aent., we wUh t.o highly endorse t.he Doctor and __ :;-ecoaim~nd you 

t.o patronize him. Should you at any time deUre t.he s~ 

t'or , •~~ 

:r 

Phot<>graphic reproduction (reduced) of part of a. letter which the exploiters of the "St. 
Luke's Hospital" used as a bait in selling their "diplomas" of membershiP-. The letter, it .. " 
will be noticed, is addressed to the public and was sent out by the St. Luke s concern for the • 
alleged P.urpose of drumming up business for those who had purchased "Certificates of Mem­
bership.• 

ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THE FACT; 

PHYSICIANS' APPLICATION 

STAPF OF ST.4~S_!!2S!!r~~..<?!,.N.!P-IIKHGAN • 

............... ~-~--- ....... 
T•ff.l.lJD'IMD9'1TAL,NZ1.AMICHIGANI 

........ _,, __ ,__1 ... .,_.,,..CCfa.l.TafOANDvaTING 
ntraclANS AND -.at.GaoNS TO ff. WD'S ~AL. 

-_· -::.:-:-J .......... 
-i.-• .Otr----------==-s.--, __________ , 

,....,_wa. ...... ~-'-.------·1 
y .......................... __ 

··--··--·---...... _ .. _,.__, _____ ,_ -.. ······-···-------·-.. ··------.... -~\. -··~-ff:f:.7:t!·f.t~;--_::~:•~ ............ ~ .. , ........ _,_ ... __ .,, _ _. .. ,_ .... ,_ .. __ ... __ .., 
-~=-~~,~~:!.~:Z .. "':""-'..=..-.:-:::::.u: 

i~~~~~1~~~~~ 
_,., ... l'••T·H• -·--" .. ·- .... - ... ~•··" 

•••M-1,1,..,_~_......,,_..,_._._,,..,_....,_t•M..,.; 

~:!~~~1:t~:::,.~.;:,::..";,\~.;.1!=,·.:t.i'?.u;~ 
_'!i.~~.!:":i::::-'~"'.='J::;..::-:~t::::·.t.:'::!:~ ··- ·- ..... 

ATTENTION 15 CALLEO TO THE; FACT:~!!:':.:':.:%~ 

IO UdUn 1111mu II lffACID to SICIIK flllS lttucl.TIOI ,., 

PHYSICIANS'. APPLICATION 

Staff of 1~ ~::~:.·.-:~el1 of Cllbgo. 

n.i.,ec.i~----~- ....... ,.,...._ 

_ ........ 

··"'-"'~- ............. _.,,,_c..._. ___ .....,_ 

c..--. .. -..-~-a_., ... 

t~It~fu~-t~:~~7{~'::-A:;:t:r-,•:!!~EF$:f .. ~i;:-:2;..~ 
..,!.!..!:;......-t.:::.::=.-::------:::-~"--·---

J. 

l'hotographic reproductions (reduced) of the application blanks used by the "St. Luke• 
Hospital of Niles, Micb., and the "Christian Hospital" of Chicago, respectively. They are prac 
tically identical. 
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"In order to reach this institution, the legislature of 1899 passed Act 
No. 151, entitled 'An act to specify the sources of authority for the issuing 
of medical diplomas,' etc. Since this time I am not aware that St. Luke's 
has issued anything except what they term 'certificates of stock,' which 
have the appearance of diplomas, however, and it seems to us here very 
laughable that they should be able to sell such things to anybody in their 
right mind. If you know of any infringement of the laws of the state by 
this institution, I would like to know ,,f it. 

UICOl'IPOIIUEO IINOEII TN( STATt LAW$ Or 
llLtN019'18'4. 

A.<!!. i. ermtt?l;i, llJJJ.,II.JB..<!r.S. ~n:_g. 
-~- IS A MEMBER 01'" THC ---

STAff OF PHYSICIANS, SURGEONS AND SPECIALISTS OF CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL OF CHICAGO. 

"]L)L_=:;·?i_~C{_~~~~-· 
Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the membership ticket of the Christian Hospital. 

C~-~!2.!.1,~N + !: .. ~~-~.!.~.~~; 
Orf,■ nlzcd and Est■bllslld by Charter r,om the Stele of llllno11. 

,::~::.:. ~:;·~~:~::~,:;•:.:.":', ,":~: .:~: :: ~=:::::,:1 ,::,~:•,:~': .:•~~o,:•:~• :~·:;:::.~ ;:.•::::E.::•k:: ,: •:, ::-;~,~ .. ~::· ::;:, !.~'~ :.::::.•.~ 
~U,;J)IC.-\L A.Sil 141.;UOICAL MTA.Ff', 

ChlnllO, Ill., 

Dear Doctor:--
Encloaed we hand you Announcer>1,nt of our Hoep1tal, •1th 3.ppl1cat1on 

blank for you to !111 out and return to u• 1 f you dedre to be appointed l 
member of our \Fl"1t1ng a.nd coneult1nE ata.ff. 

Theri, are many advantacea and benefit• which '1'1'111 accrue to you !Mai 
this membership, oome of which r.e ;•1111 brt,fly state, v1:!::--

l•t. Our Certificate of 1.iernhi,r=thip (aee fac-e1m\le) 1G a.rtletlca.lly 
.1~a1gT\cd and exr:·:uti!d ln the hli;:hi!at style of the lithographer'• art, 1t kd 
been i:;ronounced by hundreds of mod1cal men, to be the h!l.n:1.aomeat one ever 
1uued by any Hospital or lled1ce.l Collec:e tn the United State•, be1ne •1gned 
by a Faculty of Eiehteen 11!1..ffle•, 'filth a. le.re;a ai.ie official C:old Seal and blue 
r1~bon attachi,d, with the na.me an:1 title or the member elecnntl;• engroeeed 
in o1d F.ne;U•h 'rext; "hen neatly fre.med a:"ld hune; on the ·Kalla of your office 
it ea.n not fail to 1dd to your pr"etlge a.:-id increase your patronl\ce, 

2-ri.L 'l"e ft:r:"111\h t'"REF ;ith e re;e C'erttflcat'!a (or at :is. 

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of part of a 
I in its attempt to sell "diplomas" of membership. 
D./' was "president and superintendent" and "N. 

asurer. These were two names under which one 

letter sent out by the Christia11 Hos­
Notice that "N. News Wood, A. JII., 

E. Wood, A. M., 111. D., LL.D.," was 
man went. 

"You speak of 'Dr.' Granville as the head of the concern. He was never 
niore than a figurehead. Although no state law could reach the institution, 
one of Dr. Granville's numerous wives found him out, and, after being put 
under $500 bonds, he left for parts unknown, and St. Luke's paid the $j00; 
so he _is only a memory. 'Dr.' Probert has been the real head at all times. 
He has held positions of honor, influence and trust, in business, politics and 
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religion. At the present time proceedings for his extradition from • 
this state by the governor of Indiana for defrauding the inhabitants oL, 
Bourbon, Ind., and vicinity are in progress." 

The Christian Hospital 

The "Christian Hospital" was, to all intents and ,Purposes, "St. Luke's Hos-_· 
pita!" under another name and operating in another place. While the St. Luke's 
fraud was supposed to have its headquarters at Niles, Mich., the Christian 
Hospital was conducted from Chicago. In THE JOURNAL for May 23, 1903, an.: 
editorial appeared reading, in part, as follow~: 

JI 

Photographic rt•production (reduced) of the "diploma" of the Christian Hospital. It w~; 
Le 11oticeJ th:n the name engrossed on this diploma is that of the moving spirit of the cot 1 

cent itsdi. 0. H. \\'ood, ".M. A.", whose name appears on this "diploma,'' has admittci 
u11Jer oath that she obtained her "degree" of "M. A." from a mail-order institution whot' 
nam~ she was unable to remember. The names "N. News Wood" and "Nathan E. Wood 
were both signed by \Vood, who went by both names and used. different 5ignatures-an 
handwriting-in his connections with this fraud. 

"lt is only about a cou_ple of years ago that the notorious 'St. Luke\° 
Hospital' diplnma mill and general fraud found it expedient to go out o. 
business under special stress of Michigan laws. Now it has appeared agai1· 
under another name, it is true, but evidently under the same auspices arr 
general control and with the same policy and fraudulent practices. Sine· 
May 15 the mail of T11E JouRXAL has been flooded with the circufars of th· 
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'Christian Hospital,' 617 La Salle Avenue, Chicago, sent to it by righteously 
indignant correspondents. These circulars have all the characteristics of 
the old St. Luke's Hospital output, the same offers of staff positions, 
facsimiles (reduced) of diplomas, promises of advertisement and offers of 
commissions on cases sent. The circulars outdo the St. Luke's samples in 
their unauthorized use of names of prominent physicians, in some cases 
thinLy disguised; among others they brazenly use the name of a noted 
Chicago surgeon as chief of staff. 

''DR. WOOD 
:r Ttje· Eminent Chicago llpec;&;l_■ t. J Ha!I_ locat~d pcrmant'bt~y· lq 

i CLINTQN. IOWA. 
d And" will be ln bt11 omce: 212 .. "Ff{UII 
• Ave., (over Pool'• Chin, &~ore), 

eel !!VERY SA.TURDAY ONLY, 
•· F'rom 8 a 10.· 10· 4 p. m. Consu.ltalloo 

and ei:amlnatlon rree and etr1ctly ~on­
ffdentlal. NO MONEY REQUIRED 
Jrom reu,onelbte pn.rtle1 to bc&"ln 
tr~111,e•t. • 

N,f!.~W'!>On,A.M,,N" ~-.rr,-·~,..,.<:: 

0.~~!~~~;1!.[11cl':;;:}~~!Ir1itf 
J&.«.abllal.:lktlHt!.flJC'al'n o't'.ic twtiuty yea"ra, 

Jt.e.,W•rl7 11barte1"ed under ac:t ot JJU11ule 
Les"•l.atu,... C•phal (ful17 p•ld) et00.000. 
• The oldeat, l& .... NI, mod l't1ll ■ble aod 1u,o. 

-f'ul M•dlcat lu•tltute In the U. s. 
l'rl,rat.e N>OnH for J"11Uo11t1 with f11dUIIN11 

ror any emar,l'(ln<"T• X-U.117, 111.-ro.c,,µh:al 
and Ur&.eopl.-.J. Euuulnatlon■ ■ ro ••ade IA 
•U -- wben••er dla~r,0111 t■ doubtful, 

Writ• '" fr- Douk on l\,,fonultl"• •nd 
.,,.. __ Cl•~ f"eet.. Cun·•t1,1re of the Sv1n•, 
Broa.ebltl11, Catarrh, Can<>ef', Tumortl, l'II­
Para.11'.i.., Epll•~r. KldDeT, ni.1111 .... J-:70., 
r.ar. Sada aad Blood lil••un, ■ad au Su.-. 

••• ,ea.i Ope,aUoa.s. lkM r.t"IUtlH,f-VP""tn• 
and -ni•d.lee tor the IUf'«"Ullll lrtllltUlf'Ut 

-J t:'U'N of all 0btlcu.re or Chroulo Dllf!He■, 
W• ■btol1,1l<lly w,.i.11r■utee to cnro c,•ery 

• - of !'la"OIIA Debllll7 •rid 4a., ..... NI• 

aWtlni, fro• abueee •nd lodt.oretlon■ ot 
'l'-t.b ••d Maallood: Spcrm,.tontia,a,8cm­
...,._ w-u- {olabt lo .... •ad •Ii.I dr■lq 

I ~:,!.':.~.~t:~.~·:;~.~~-c~!~;:; 
.I' j K-.onable. No ln,c,u.-.ble «iotu a,c,c.,.plt'd, 

l· 1 ~~;..~··;::•;tl;ro~~·;::~:::·.,~::~:~ 
I ::!': r~:.:~;::,,::1,';::~~"'~:~~:~·;;,';:t 
1

.,..-.o-llT or by l"tln. Wrll.i n• to·d•7• 
180-.-.,CO Dool< or, •1: C:t,,·,,nlr oantl Sur•k•I 

• ~- &Dd IWt.nf t;IH 'JO<'Hl11u~_ .... ut t:•• 

Photographic reproduclion (re-
duced) of an advertisement of 
••. E. Wood, A.M., :M.D .. appear­

.. ng in 1909. It will be noted that 
·~e name of "N. E. Wood, A.M .. 
:: . D.," appears on the list of the 
r Medical and Snrgical Staff" of the 

1'Cbristian Hospital." He also i·gned himself "N. News Wood" 
hen connected with the Christian 
ospital swindle. 

·"In Michigan St. Luke's Hospital flour­
ished under the lack of state laws properly 
covering the offense of fraudulent diploma 
selling, and not until the legislature passed 
an act especially meant to reach it, did th~ 
concern succumb. One 'Dr.' A. C. Probert, 
who was the real manipulator of the fraud, 
is also prominent in the 'Christian Hospital' 
literature, if, indeed, he is not the real 'it' 
of the concern. While most of his associates 
are new, we still see the name on the roster. 
of Dr. Charles W. H. B. Granville, who 
was the figurehead of the Michigan concern,. 
and who also figured in some legal proceed-
ings elsewhere. " 
In THE JOURNAL for June 6, )<;OJ, a letter 

from the Medicolegal Committee of the Chi• 
cago Medical Society was published giving 
the results of an investigation of the Christian 
Hospital swindle. Quotations from parts of 
this letter follow: 

"On yesterday, June 2, Inspector Ketcham 
had Drs. A. C. Probert and N. E. Wood, 
styling himself N. News Wood, arrested for 
improper use of the mails. 

'"The history of St. Luke's Hospital of 
Niles. Mich., is known to most readers 
of THE JOURNAL. That corporation was 
owned by Drs. Granville and Probert. The 
committee has proof in its possession that 
Probert has served a term in the \,Visconsin 
penitentiary. In 1901 Michigan be­
came uncomfortable for this institution, and 
this brings us to our µresent story. In 1893 
the Secretary of the State incorporated the 
'Chicago Store' for general merchandise 
purposes. In 1901 this charter was pur­
chased by Drs. vVood and others and the 
name and purpose changed so as to allow 
of a hospital and dispensary. In 1903 the 
name was changed to 'The Christian Hos­
pital.' lt will be noticed that when St. 
Luke's faded in Michigan in 1901 this one 
appeared here . 

"The reading matter and the general busi­
ness policy of the institution are identical. 
Nearly e\·ery name found on the Christian 
Hospital staff was " member of the St. 
Luke's staff or has appeared in some connec .. 
tion with St. Luke's in the past. " 
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SOME DIPLOMA MTLLS 

The "Illinois Health University," the "Independent Medical College," the 
"Metropolitan Medical College" and the "Scientific Medical College" 

The Illinois Health University was a fraudulent institution masquerading 
as a medical college but actually being a diploma mill. Its charter was 
revoked April 3, 1897, by the Supreme Court of Illinois. The man chiefly 
concerned in operating this fraud was one James Armstrong who appar­
ently found a very profitable business in selling medical diplomas to anyone 
that had the price to pay for them. Associated with him were Thomas Arm­
strong and John H. Randall. After the Illinois Health University had been put 
out of business James Armstrong brought into existence the '"Independent 
Medical College" which was practically another name for the fraudulent con­
cern whose charter had been revoked. The "Announcement" for 1897-98 gare 
as the "faculty" of the Independent Medical College: 

D. A. ZwIGHT!dAN VAN NoPPEN, M.D., Principles and Practice of Surgery, Medicine and 
Obstetrics. 

lGN. A. MACHNtKOWSKI, A.M., M.D., Anatomy and Physiology. 
H. ScoTT, M.D., Diseases of the Gcnito•Urinary Organs. 
\V. B. HALL, M.D., Physical Diagnosis. 
T. A. BLAND, M.D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
CHAS. E. BowER, M.D., Obstetrics, Urinalysis and Chemistry. 
B. $. METZGER, M.D., Pathology and Bacteriology. 
T. T. Dw1s, M.D., Diseases of the Rectum. 
PROF. H. SAMUELS. Ophthalmology. 
M. L. REED, M.D., Matcria Me<lica. 
B. T. HARWOOD, M.D., Operative and Clinical Surgery. 
J. H. RANDALL, PH.D., M.D., Biology, Chemistry, Hygiene, Tokology, Dentistry, Etiology, 

Psychopathy. 
J. F. CooK, M.D., Matcria Medica, Botany and Botanical Medicines. 
J. ARMSTRONG, :,.,1.0 .. The Science and Practice of l\Icdicine. 
A. B. OPICKA, 1'11.D., M.D., Laryngology and Otology. 
C. III. HovEv, Pn.D., LL.D., Medical Jurisprudence. 
llf. E. SELLES, PH.D., M.D., Gynecology, Theory and Practice of Medicine and Electro• 

Therapeutics. 
FR.Al<K E. LYos, M.D., Hypnotism and Psychology. 
:MARVIN E. CosGER, M.D., Mental Therapeutics. 
A. CLAUSEN, 1'11.D., 111.D., Temperamental Diagnosis, Advanced Therapeutics and Mental 

Science. 
R. C. Co,GER, M.D., Sanitary Science and Diseases of Children. 
OwEN E. FoRo, f'11.D., M.D., Ophthalmology and Gynecology. 
Die D. PALM ER, :\,tagnetic Healing. 

The Supreme Court of Illinois revoked the charter of the Independent Med­
ical College in 1899. TnE JouRXAL for Oct. 21, 1899, discussed the decision, in 
part, as follows: 

'"The Supreme Court of Illinois, on the 16th inst., revoked the charter 
(If the Independent I\ledi,al College of Chicago .... After obtaining 
further proof of the wholesale sale of diplomas by this institution, the 
attorney-general brought suit in the Circuit Court of Cook County to have 
the charter of the 'college' revoked. After hearing the evidence, the court 
on Feb. 15. 1899, entered a judgment of ouster. The 'faculty' of the college 
made no dciense but t"ok an appeal to the supreme court, simply to gain 
time. The decree of the circuit court has not apparently interfered with 
the sale of diplomas. Indeed, the 'faculty' has earnestly endeavored to con•: 
fer as many degrees as possible. and so 'lowered the scale of prices' and 
gave degrees for practice in Michigan, Kansas, Texas and elsewhere, tG 
all who applied and paid. The sale has continued to the present. EarlJ, 
in the month the state hoard of health purchased one in Fort Worth, Texa!/ 
for ~20. I,ecently the 'faculty' began to see ahead the 'parting ol: 
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the ways,' and in August the institution 'became affiliated' with the ·'Metro­
politan College,' another 'legally chartered medical college,' the charter 
issued by the Secretary of State under the provisions of the Act of 1872. 

"There is little doubt that the Metropolitan will be conducted on the 
same lines as the Independent. If this be the case, its career will be 
exceedingly brief. . . " 

The career of the Metropolitan Medical College -was brief. -One of the col­
lege circulars gave the officers and faculty as: 

J. ARMSTRONG, M.D., President and Professor Emeritus, Science and Practice of Medicine. 
J. H. RANDALL, D.D.S., M.D., Vice President and Professor of Dental Surgery, Anatomy, 

Physiology and Chemistry. 

-~- ~ ~ 
::::--

• ~~-. lfi:~, . 
. --i,,,,.4 S.AL •J•t'E 1'■• --·· 

!lt,_........J:,.~/p.~--'"!'~,{J,,,./~/,,4,,,-t,­
~.t,,~~~-"''"-'~..,._....,,~...,.,,..,, 
.(/4 " ~,--,.,.;..,-.~--~.,..~ 
_ ____,..,,_---:,.,..,.,,.,-..-!,,- .. ~- ., ( ----"':· 
4- ~....-,. , .... ,, ,., !, "-~'""~~"'·" 

61 ,,..,..~-· io ~ 
~ ..... l!-1 .. t.\lklltttet•..at-tt~--­

..,..;."'-'~_,,..,.._,.,...,..,.,_-"-~ ~ 
·7.w1-._....,__-r""'r"-i---__;~~-· 

p~_,;..-,.t,.,,a-mc . 
--~,-J~.i'-;.J&;;,_-,.....,,,....,,,,_._,1 - Jnnipffri.,... ... ~..c:tw"N/Vl"•'rAn• aNIILLO 

-"'-~ ~0,0/lllf,s(lltlt/PlffAll~.DIL ~J,:-4,,. 

.I&.,~2~----- ,..,~ __ _,__,_,_.,,. 

J--6 Z'y-- > 
, IS.,4- ?ltA 

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of one of the diplomas issued by the "Metropolitan 
cdical College" of Chicago, a diploma mill that was put out of business in 1900 by the federal 

uthorities. 

aos. ARMSTRONG, Secretary. 
OBERT JOHNSON, M.D., Professor of Dermatology. Lecturer on Tumorous and Cancerous 

New Growths. 

~

E DE BARTHE, M.D., LL.D., Professor Medical Jurisprudence. Lecturer on Electrology 
and Electro-Therapeutics. 

. L. REED, M.D., Professor of Phy~ical Culture and Adjunct Professor of Materia Medica. 
. P. PACKARD, Pe.D., M.D., Emeritus Professor of Hydropathy. Lecturer on Intestinal 

E. RULLI SON, D.D.S., M.D., Professor of Genito-Urinary Diseases. Lecturer on Clinical 
Medicine, Demonstrat"r in Dental Surgery. r Diseases. Instructor in Hygiene and Preventive Medicine. 
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A. B. OPICKA, Pn.D., M.D., Professor of Rhinology, Otology and Laryngology. 
WILLIAM H. BROWN, M.D., D.O., Lecturer and Instructor in Osteopathy. 
PROF. ELic LE MoNTAis, M.D., F.A.A., P.S., Professor of Ob,tetrics. 
MARVIN E. CONGER, M.D., Lecturer on Sanitive Medication and Mental Therapeutics. 
R. C. CONGER, M.D., Lecturer on Sanitary Science and Diseases of Children. 
J. W. BENADOM, M.D., Genito-Urinary Diseases and Diseases of the Nervous System. 
]AMES ]ACK, M.D., Professor of Practical Medicine. 

The Chicago· papers for June 5, 1900, reported the arrest, on the charge of 
using the mails to defraud, of the following individuals connected with the 
Metropolitan Medical College: 

James Armstrong, President. 
J. H. Randall, Vice President. 
Thomas Armstrong, Secretary. 
Charles M. Hovey, Attomcy. 

Previous to this arrest the Illinois State Board of Health had secured an 
injunction against the Metropolitan Medical College restraining it from doing 
further business. Then the "Scientific Medical College" was brought into 
being. This "sold diplomas almost as boldly as did its predecessors, but 
it speedily ga\'e up the ghost in December, 1900, when the postal authorities, 
acting at the request of the Illinois State Board of Health, arrested Armstrong 
and issued a fraud order against the Scientific, Metropolitan and Independent." 

On Dec. 15, 1900, James Armstrong, the leading spirit in all these frauds,·, 
was sentenced to one year in the Du Page County jail and to pay a fine of 
$500. This was secured by the federal authorities under the charge that 
Armstrong had bern using the mails to defraud. Thomas Armstrong was 
also convicted while John Randall, the alleged president, who was indicted 
with the Armstrongs, pleaded guilty. The postal authorities issued fraud orders 
against Armstrong and all the institutions conducted by him. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY PHYSIO-MEDICAL COLLEGE 

On t\\'o or three occasio11s THE Jol·R:--AL has referred to a diploma mill 
that has htTII i11 actiYc operatio11 i11 Guthrie, Oklahoma, under the title of 
"The T\\·c11tieth Century Physio-:sfedical College." Last wec-k a suit was filc-d 
in one oi the district courts of Oklahoma Territory by the attorney-general 
oi the territory against this college to haYe the charter cancc-led. The peti­
tio11 iur the reYocatio11 oi the charter states that the concern was organized 
l,y H. \\'arncr ~e\\'l,y, C. A. ?\ewby a11d M. E. :\l'\vby, and that it was ior 
the purpose oi carrying 011 an educational institutio11 for the conferring of 
degrees, etc.; "that instead of co11dncting the institution as a medical college 
it has l,een fraudulently used for illegal means of issuing diplomas, and tJ--at 
instC'ad nf issuing these as a result of a legitimate course of study. the 
diplomas were sold at wholesale." 

The in,titutiun \\'as at one time sending 011! circulars, not only from Guthrie 
hut from a little to\\'11 i11 Pennsylvania. and through the efforts of THE JouRNAI 
thC' Pnst Oftic·e Drpartmcnt undertook to gC't a case agains't it, but thos< 
connected \\'ith the Pennsylvania end of thC' concrrn disco\·ered that they \\'er 
l,eing inYestigated and stopped. 

P.C'sides "ThC' T\\'C'llticth Century Ph,·sin-~kdical College," the same in<li• 
Yidnals \\·<'r<' con(lucting "The Twentieth Century Hralth Association," whicl,; 
a,·,nrding to their circular, was incorporatC'd under the la\\'S of Oklahoma 
Oi this concern Cah·in D. Gully was prC'sirknt. and H. \\'arren Newby secretary 
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Ostensibly, this association was organized "to advance the cause of liberal 
medicine and the mutual protection of members of our association, and to 
form a stronger combination, where all can be benefited and have legal pro­
•tection wherever they wish to go." The real object, however, appears farther 
down in the circular, where it is stated that the shares are $10 each, anrl 
every member of the association holding one share "will receive a large, 
handsome certificate, with a beautiful seal and ribbons, which will be a fine 
ornament to your office. We wish the co-operation not only of the physicians 
of the association, but every healer and every good citizen in the country. 
Every one who sends $10 will receive one of these handsome certificates, 
19x28 inches, as fine as any diploma you ever saw." 

"To show the connection of "The Twentieth Century Health Association" 
'and the concern against which legal steps are now being taken, a footnote 
in the circular says: "Graduates of The Twentieth Century Physio-Medical 

. ,College, Guthrie, 0. T., can practice anywhere in the United States."-( From 

. The Journal A. M.A .. Oct. 1, 1904.) 

YERGIN'S NATURAL HEALTH SCHOOL 

During the past few months we have received several inquiries regarding the 
Xatural Health School" whose address is given as 759 E. 37th St., Chicago. 
ffere is one of the many; it is from a county tuberculosis association in 
ichigan: 

"Have been advised to write you in regard to the standing of the Natural Health School 
7j9 East 37th Street, Chicago, Ill. Because of their adYcrtising two of our clinic patients 

ere induced to try their treatment for tuberculosis. The result was no help, loss of vitality, 
21th, money and time. Also a cry to our association to try and find out what right they had 

!ll do as they are and to try and prevent other tuberculous patients from doing as these two 
re," 

This School Instructs How to Obliterate T uberculo,i, 
in All Stages, in 24 to 48 Hours, and Restore Sound Health 

;",;ATLHAL 
IIEALTH 
SC HOOL 

Be a Loyal American 
BE HEALTHY 

CH!C.4<;o, !llllwis. ____,--' 
110 East /ith S~ 

Photographic reproduction of the ldtcr•h1..ad used by Yergin. Note the daim that tu her• 
osis can be cured in forty-eight hours. 

The "Natural Health School" seems to he the latest creation of Milo 
, rskine Yergin and his wife, M. Kathay Yergin. In Yergin's "literature" he 

ually styles himself "Dr. M. E. Yergin," although, apparently, he ne1·er places 
letters "M.D." aiter his name. He docs, occasionally, holl'ever, ,tylc himself 

i'.~l. E. Yergin, D. 0., D. C." \,Vhilc Yergin seems careful to a rnid the suffix 
LD.," the impression is given that he is a graduate and licentiate in medicine. 
r records fail to show that Yergin was e1·er graduated by a medical school 

I

. was ever licensed to practice medicine. Part of the Yergin adl'l'rtising 
- raphernalia for the present scheme, the );atural Health School, is a publica­
• n, the ,\'at11ral l-Iea/th School Jo11mal. This publication is sometimes issued 
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in typewritten mimeograph form and sometimes printed. The price is $2.00 :1 

year or 10 cents a copy. In the issue of June 27, 1921, several pages were 
devoted to Yer~in's alleged educational qualifications. 

SOME OF YERGIN'S QUALIFICATIONS 

According to this source of information Yergin "has spent fully FOURTEEN 

YEARS in the various schools of medicine in postgraduate work." These fourteen 
years, we are told, were "distri-buted in the following schools-Allopathic or 
'regular,' six years. Several years variously in the Homeopathic, Eclectic, 
Physiomedical and Chiropractic Schools." We learn further that in 1901 he 
was a vegetarian chef in New York City and in the same year seems to have 
been teaching telegraphy and typewriting in a "business college" in Newark, 
N. ]. It is also claimed that Yergin, in 1911 and 1912 "was faculty member 
of the National School of Chiropractic" and at one time owned a third interest 
in this institution. We are told that "Dr. Yergin is well versed in hydro­
therapy," "has a practical knowledge of osteopathy and spondylotherapy," and, 
further, that "Dr. Yergin is licensed by the Illinois State Board of Health, and 
registered in Peoria, Champaign and Chicago." 

In 1920 Mi 
. a common la v 
; and later \ro11 

'"Dr. Yergin's 
under the c\a 
control and , 
kind of pai, 
mimeograph, 

A search through a number of the Chicago city directories covering the past 
twenty years discloses the following references that may have some bearing 
on the present case : 

1908: Yergin, Milo E., tel opr. 
1911: Yergin, Milo E., printer. 

The name of Milo E. Yergin does not appear in the Chicago city directory 
for 1910; neither does it appear in any issue subsequent to 1911. 

THE NATIONAL HEALTH LEAGUE 

A few years ago the Y ergins were conducting the "National Health Lea gut: 
Sanitarium" ( with "Lady and Gentlemen Nurses") at Champaigr. Ill., together 
with the "National Health League Institute" and "The National Health League 
Food Plant." Then there was an "Institute of Reactive Therapeutics" which 
held forth at 1701 W. Washington Boulevard, Chicago. From this address was 
sold Yergin's "Home Study Course of Structural Dietetics" for which "Dr. 
Yergin usually charged $100," instead of the "ridiculously low" price of $25, 
at which it was then offered. The "resident course" was $50 ! This same 
"course" was also advertised for a while by the "National Health League" 
from Kidder, Mo. (Population about 300). 

In addition to the "course" on "Structural Dietetics,'' Yergin also had 
more material merchandise for sale: the "All Natural Salt" put up in two pound 
packages and sold for 50 cents a package. 

In 1915 Yergin was in Nashville, Tenn., where, according to the local papers, 
"broad plans" were being laid for the "wide and effectual distribution of the 
products of the League Food Plant," it being the plan "to make Nashville the 
headquarters of the League and the home of the Health Food Factory." 

In 1914 Yergin wrote to a Chicago paper offering it, without charge ("a 
sacrifice in the interests of humanity"), an epitome of his system of "Structural 
Dietetics." Attached to the face of the letter sent to this paper was a "sticker~Z. 
quoting one"]. M. W. Cannon, M.D.," to the effect that "Dr. Yergin is the be~ 
and most broadly informed in medical matters, and the most up-to-date /-1 
the treatment of disease of any doctor it has been my privilege to mee~• 
Yergin, apparently, was willing to admit it. 

Digitized by Google 

0£ c, 
1orks of 

he ma 
f~<:.'C'I.\ 
;alt." 
'ood." 
rom 
ras c 
V(\\J,.\.' 

he " -
I 



85 

THE COOPERATIVE FOOD COMPANY AND THE N. H. S. 

Jn 1920 Milo E. Yergin was president of the ;'Co-operative Food Company" 
a common Jaw concern conducted first from 4216 Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago, 
and later from his present address. The Co-operative Food Company advertised 
'Dr. Yergin's Pus and Pain Chart." The chart sold for $10 and was advertised 
under the claim that it would enable one "with the simple foods of nature" to 
ontrol and completely obliterate in from fifteen minutes to fifteen hours any 
kind of pain and all pus conditions. The "Pus and Pain Chart" was a 
imeographed affair of twenty pages. Apparently, it was impossible to work 

A COM RUST 

t#,1 •. 
tJ //,;. ✓,,htr,/ _ ,._ .Y/Fnrpur,t .7',,fi;,.,,t,, 
''!. •~e l'fAflt~AL H~AL~H ~OOL _ j,;//4 ;:,,,~/ . 
'""/ ✓111r r✓,,,.,.1r~,.r✓/I, .11<(/_,rl /,,._ L u.k,,1-1,,~,, r/,/ru~I rlrt,h,11'/ Jfnr/ 

r~!,~/,0:A~ ii:l.~~~•c!~.':~o~. ~{.i'~ iifi:!i: 1. 1918 ,,✓,,/ 
(l'nl/111111~/ri;,//;, ,wlr l'.I( II,, /~1-(,J ,./ /I,',- -7;;,J1r,., NI p;f,.uw ,,,1-y­

''/l/,"/lfl/j ,0✓,,1 -,tduu,/r: :/ //;1,,1 '(;,.~/,/Nq/,. /,;1~t-,(y o,rhhnl 
ffl~·russWiltj,Cl)I /hr -,,.,,,/4,:., /.a,,. ,-ur,/ II(,,,.'/, r>ltj,~nl,• , ,,, IA,J 

It,, ·, . ,I,,'/ ,j .r/f'/.J'I 

r-1}-~ = ~-:=-=-.:-._ - ---·-

Of course the uschool" issues dit>lomas! Here's a greatly reduced reproduction of these 
,orks of art. 

the marvels of the "Pus and Pain Chart" unless one had certain ''natural foods 
described in this chart." There were ''Sea Food Baths," "Earth Food Table 
'alt," "Food Iodine," ''Cinnamon Food Oil," "Myrrh Compound" and "Cold 
Food." All were for sale by the Co-operative Food Company at prices ranging 
from 25 cents to $3.00 a package. The use of ''chemically pure Epsom Salt" 
was also recommended (under no circumstances for internal use) and thi, 
1vould be furnished at $1.00 a pound, transportation extra. Later, the name of 
he "Co-operative Food Company" was changed to the "N. H. S. Food Piant." 

POTIONS AND PIF.TY 

Reverting again to the "Natural Health School": This seems to combine a 
frong mixture of religious fanaticism with the practice of the healing art. 
,cripture is quoted freely and the latest issue of the Natura.I Health School 
'01,rnal declares that the world will come to an end within the next two years. 
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A most gorgeous description is given of the world to come with a picture 1 
portraying the wall around the New Jerusalem, said to be "of pure jasper, at 

. least two hundred eighty-eight feet above its foundations"-with an inset of } 
the Equitable Life Building to show that this wait is as high as the New York 
skyscraper ! 

Although Yergin seems convinced that the world will come to an end within 
the next twenty-four months, and says that no subscriptions to the Natural 
Health School Journal will be accepted after Sept. 1, 1922, he urges his followers 
to buy stock in the Natural Health School. Possibly it is a misnomer to speak 
of "buying" this stock, although it is Yergin's own phrase, as one learns by 
further search that this stock is "non-interest bearing" and "pays no dividends 
after the manner of this world." Nevertheless, "each person can purchase" as 
much stock as he desires. The price is $100----cash, after the manner of this 
world! 

Yergin and his Natural Health School, it seems, went through a period of 
trial from December, 1920, to May, 1921. During this period, we are told 
"a definite attempt" was made "to destroy the life of Dr. Yergin by occult 
supremacy." Thus: 

"Person• attempting to come to the School Rooms were in several in•tances prevented by 
a sudden on•wcep of ovcrmutering fear. 

"Others were made deathly sick and some fainted in the School Room. Night after 
night this occurred until the source was recognized and the spiritualistic and occult influences 
destro,ed by God in answer to the prayers of those in charge af the NHS. 

"For o.er two months, finances, which had been regular, wddenly dropped from several 
hundred dollars per· month to less than $25, until the cause was located in spiritualistic and 
occult opposing effort, and then in answer to prayer, God destroyed the opposing power and 
at once re.stored the normal income of the sustaining elements of the NHS." 

TRUE MUSICAL THERAPY 

Yergin has developed a theory as interestingly bizarre as some of those 
of Albert Abrams of San Francisco. He puts forward a "True Musical 
Therapy," whereby, with the aid of a piano "tho.roughly in tune, having high 
quality strings," it is possible to produce vibration rates corresponding to 
the chemical elements I We read: 

"Take for instance, MERCURY and CRLOltlllE and strike the keys on a wdl-tuned piano, 
corresponding to the•e chemicals on the Key Cbart-D in octavo two, and B. in octavo seven 
as marked-and after a few second•, a sensitive person will rc•pond with a noticeable flow of 
saliva in the mouth. 

"Keep the keys •ounding for a few moment• and it will •tart a bowel action." 

The possibilities in treating stomachache, soft corns, psoriasis or smallpox 
by playing the piano, seem unlimited. As not all of us can become virtuosos, 
Yergin is coming to the rescue-if he has time before the world comes to an 
end. Says he : 

"It i• the plan of tbe writer, as soon H he is at liberty to do so--free from other dutie• 
sufficiently-to write out true therapeutical mu•ic, and have it perforated on rolls, so that 
those who wi•h tn have musical healing and health-restoring effects accomplished upon th<!"· 
selve•, can do so by placing these rolls in a good player piano. 

"This, however, will not work on the . ordinary player piano. It must be a piano that Is 
thoroughly in tune, having high-quality strings." :J 

It is fair to assume that when these marvels are consummated the Natural 
Health School will be in the piano business-putting out instruments that hav;I 
"high-quality strings." One of Yergin's disciples might work on the possibilit1 
of extending this musical therapy to the phonograph trade. 
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The preposterous nonsense promulgated by Yergin is, apparently, accepted 
at its face value by many laymen, and not a few so-called "drugless practi­
tioners." The harm that men of this type can do is realized when one reads of 
individuals who are "treating" sufferers from tuberculosis, cancer and equally 
serious conditions by the fantastic principles laid down by Yergin and the nos-
1rums sold by him. 

Truly, Goethe was right: "Nothing is more terrible than active ignorance." 
-(From The Journal A. M.A. Aug. 26, 1922.) 
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NOSTRUMS and QUACKERY 
[VOLUME I-1912) 

For some years THE JOURNAL of the American Medical Association has 
published articles dealing with quackery and the "patent medicine" evil. 
These have been brought together, elaborated and freely illustrated to make 
the book Nostrums and Quackery. The book was published in the belief not 
only that the information ought to go to the public, but also that the public 
desired just such information. ~ 

The distinguishing features of ·Nostrums and Quackery are the thorough­
ness with which the work has been done and the accuracy of the informa· 
tion it gives. Some of the subjects are: 

Advertising Specialists Baby Killers 
Cancer Cures Diabetes Cures 
Consumption Cures Confidence of Quacks 
Deafness Cures Drug Cures 
Asthma Cures Mail-Order Concerns 

Mechanical Fakes 

Medical Institutes 
Hair Dyes 
Headache Cures 
Mis~llaneous Nostrums 
Testimonials 

This book is bound in dark green cloth, stamped ;,. gold. More than 700 
pages. Over 300 illustrations. 

Price, $1.00, Poatpaid 

NOSTRUMS and QUACKERY 
and 

Allied Matters Affecting the Public Health 

(VOLUME Il-1921) 
This volume contains articles on the nostrum evil, quackery and allied 

matters affecting the public health, that are of special interest to the general 
public. Most of the material has appeared in TuE JOURNAL of the American 
Medical Association and it has been brought together, elaborated and freely 
illustrated in the present volume. 

HERE ARE SOJ.IIE OF THE CHAPTERS 
Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Drug Habit Cures 
Consumption Cures 
Cosmetic Nostrums 
Deafness Cures 

Epilepsy Cures 
Female Weakness 

Cures 
Nostrums for Kidney 

Disease and Diabetes 
Mail-Order Concerns 

Mineral Waters 
Obesity Cures 
Quackery of the Drug­

less Type 
Tonics, Bitters, etc. 

This book is bound in dark green cloth, stamped ,n gold. More than 800 
pages. Over 500 illustrations 

Price, $2.00, Poatpaid 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
B3B NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CHI 
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PAMPHLETS ON THE 

NOSTRUM EVIL AND QUACKERY 
Pre,ved and IHu■d by the Pr••••anda Department of Th• Journal 

of the American Jllle,lleal Aaaeclatlon 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Habit Cures.-Illustrated; price 
15 cents. 

Cancer Cures.-Illustrated; price 15 cents. 
Consumption Cures.-Illustrated; price 30 cents. 
Cosmetic N ostrums.-Illustrated; price 15 cents. 
Deafness Cures.-Illustrated; price 15 cents. 
Epilepsy Cures.-Illustrated; price 15 cents. 
Female Weakness Cures.-lllustrated; price 15 cents. 
Mechanical N ostrums.-Illustrated; price 15 cents. 
Medical Institutes.-Illustrated; price 30 cents. 
Medical Mail-Order Frauds.-Illustrated; price 25 cents. 
Men's Specialists.-Illustrated; price 30 cents. 
Mineral Waters.-lllustrated; price 10 cents. 
Miscellaneous N ostrums.-Illustrated; price 30 cents. 
Miscellaneous Specialists.-Illustrated; price 10 cents. 
Nostrums for Kidney Disease and Diabetes.-Illustrated; price 

15 cents. 
Nostrums and Public Health.-Price 10 cents. 
Obesity Cui:es.-lllustrated; price 15 cents. 
Quasi-Medical Institutions.-lllustrated; price 15 cents. 
Testimonials.-Illustrated; price 10 cents. 

(Prices include postage) 

This list is subject to change. Write for a descriptive price 
list of pamphlets and other publications dealing with the nostrum 
evil and quackery. 

"AT THE BAR OF PUBLIC OPINION" 
[Price, 10 cents] 

This is a collection of quoted opinions from newspapers and 
magazines on the subject of the nostrum evil and quackery. The 
criticisms, coming from sources which might be financially bene­
fited if they kept silent, are of particular interest. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
838 NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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