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CROOKS OF GHOSTLAND

Ithaca. The famous Davenports,

I'r WAS a night of marvel in academic
the mystifiers of millions, the most

fellows on two. contis

By Edward H. Smith

Anitte Griat War, wilh  vist ofu-
sion of blood @ caused such

A nperres:ofe um 85 10 one can
have foreseen. How many thousands or

the conjurers of the silent dead, were
at the local theater. All Amenu and
half Europe had gasped at their
tic wondars—abisiitaced, Gosked, ahiv-
ered with ghostly malaise. Scientific
men were scoffing and defending by
turns. Other men of magic confessed
themselves baffled. Was it true that the
Brothers Davenport were able to sum-
mon the spirits to their aid and cause
these phenomena that no one seemed
able to explain? Some dozens of Cor-
nellstudentsattended the demonstration
to see what might be seer
‘The entertainment began. The elder
brother appeared before the curtai and
proceeded to entertain an audience of
uvernl hundred with the ueual myata-
ver. The curtain went up.
T0he center of the stage stood & stout
wooden cabinet with hinged doors. In-
side was  collection of musical instru-
ments, bells and rattles. A strong chair
was at either end of the cabinet, and
into these, it was announced, the two
brothers would be tied and fettered.
The audience was invited to examine all
the paraphernalia. A committee saw to
it that the knots were honestly fastened,
the shackles and manacles properly
applied, the musical instruments safely
out of reach of the bound men.
Lights out! The entertainment whose
mysteries thousands of interested minds
had vainly tried to explain was begun.

millions hnve ‘turned to the idea of spml
survivi r solace in time of
ment—who shall say? One thing is ll cer-
tain: If any large proportion of the good
people who have turned their credence
in this direction is being victimized by
scoundrels and criminals it is important
to know this fact and to understand the
why and how.
It is to the ghostland crooks that I
dedicate present attention. Beyond the
ranks of the fraudulent and grossly
fraudulent priests of psychism I shall
ot venture.

The men and women who make up
the host of spi st fakers are recruited
in most instances from well authenti-
cated sources. For many years before
spiritism was spawned or reawakened in
the mind of Kate Fox this country and
‘many others were overrun with medicine
fakers, traveling horse doctors,
nomu. side-show gn!un, lypoleu, for-

e tellers, prestic clairvoy-
.nu healers, ndve mn: sharpers,
bunko men, spielers, itinerant peddlers
and tinkers, conjurers and practitioners

the last of these, my amende. The bet-
ter men in the conjuring and trick line
have always emphasized the fact that
their marvels were tricks pure and
mmple One went to them to be mysti-

ed and entertained, not to be duped

A chill breath of air swept over the audi-
ence, as from an icy tomb. There w
alow eldritch keening—the wail of a loup-garou. Suddenly
from the blackness of the stage came the tinkle of mdo—
lins, the strum of the guitars, the rattle of the banjos.
shrill, uno-.rtlﬂy trumpet blast jabbed through t.ht mght

Spectral arms, legs, faces, floated about the proscenium.
Plaintive old tunes swam out over the audience.

Silently, with shoes off, half a dozen students left their
seats in the front of the house and crowded down to the rail
of the musicians’ pit. At a given signal they suddenly
turned upon the stage the glare of four ar ﬁvn ﬂuhllghu

‘The miracle was broken—the

In the light of the students’ anteras t.he n.mpm
brothers were plainly seen running back and forth across
the stage, tooting trumpets, playing mandolins and ban-
jos, waving aloft on slender poles their phosphorus-coated
dummy arms, legs and spook pictures.

There was a rush for the stage by the :udience and a
dive for the exits by the spirit fakers. A g irt of the
world enjoyed a season of deep mirth over this lﬂnk and

e celebrated Davenports sank into soft retirem

The Blacklegs of Spiritism

VHIS obscure incident ought now to be rated asgn event.

‘When the Davenports were tricked by the students at
Ithaca the first spiritist fakers were exposed. They were
not the originators of modern spiritism, to be sure. The
eredit for that belongs to Kate and Margaret For, two
country girls from up-state New York. The story is
familiar nough. Kate Fos, then only nine years old heurd
peculiar rappings in her father's home at Hydesville,
‘Wayne County, in 1848. Kate shortly said she felt these
knockings were purposeful, and announced somewhat
later that she was able to translate the code. The rappings
were, she affirmed, caused by the spirit of a peddler who
had been murdered in the vicinity the year before and was
trying to accuse his slayer. Later on the two Fox sisters
went to Rochester and there held forth for many years as
mediums. Much of their work, as described by their con-
temporaries, bears the stamp of artifice.

Nevertheless the Davenports, who entered the field in
1853, only five years after Kate Fox's earliest announce-
ment, were the first spiritists who belonged to a definite
caste among the practitioners of the revived psychism.
Mr. Harry Houdini explains in his book, Unmasking of
Robert Houdin, that the Davenports were simply early
handeuff kings. On this simple conjuring trick they grafted
the already sensational idea of spirit survival. With this
composite marvel they went out and awed millions of
credulous persons. Note, however, that these men were
fakers, charlatans—nothing more.
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From them there has descended a great family of men
and women who have carried their arts to the utmost cor-
ners of the earth. The Davenports, mere charlatans, were
the unconscious progenitors of the ook of ghostland.
| To-day every sizable city in all the Christian world has
its criminal and quasi-criminal practitioners in spiritism.

/1 do not, to be sure, mean to indicate that all mediums and
psychists, or even the majority, belong to these classes. 1
do assert that the proportion of fraudulent mediums is

ry large. I expect to show that many of these persons are
Telons. Tt will b demonatrated that Lhm is and has long
been an organized traffic in séances an henomena,
a psychist trust, a central bureau thro\lxh which i cleared
(ormdden information about unfortunate believers in
. Perhaps it will be apparent how many intelli-

zznt wid even st persons hmve b decsived.

For fear of quibble it may Ky b 20 el o point out that
the D: ut themselves forward as
of -pinmham. to use the old and incorrect term. Their
shows were called séances. They laid claim to supernor-
‘mal control over supernatural entities and death-surviving
egos. This is the position of all the worse fellows who have
followed them down the years and the flagrant ways.

Our attitude toward the ghost has undergone a startling
‘mutation. When I was a boy the very thought of a grave
transcendence charged every shadow with terror, filled
every wandering moonbeam with goose flesh. In those
days the bravest whistled when they passed a grave lot
after nightfall to keep up courage and ward off spooks.
To-day many good people seek out the darkness and, fig-
uratively at least, whistle to call up the very shades that
made terrible the lone nights of our youth. It was not far
down the succession of our greatfathers that any hapless
hag accused of intimacy with spirits was hanged or roasted
in the market place and in the high name of righteousness.
To-day whoever is suspected of acquaintance with the
dead is hailed a seer and reared a priest of the new psychism.

The leaders of this cult say there are more than four
million believers in this country. This is of course not a
census. t is not cl.mmed that all these persons
belong to any

and filled with uupershtmn
But from the balance of this pica-
resque crew came the early and later
fakers in ghostly miracles. They received the first teaching
of spiritism smiles. Its possibilities were
apparent. To pncuce in it they needed but to ascribe their
marvels to spi of to other long-familiar agencies.
The hypmmat or clairvoyant needed only to change the
sign on his door and the words on his tongue. The illu-
sionist and suggestionist had but to rewrite his literature.
to! The world was full of the shamans of psychism.
th it any wonder that spiritism, whatever its merits, fell
once into the hands of this venal crew? Is it hard to
balmva that it has largely remained there?

Old Superstitions That Still Live

 ACCORDING to the anthropologial view, the birth of
religion was long preceded by the existence of savage
belief in what is called sympathetic magic—a credo domi-
nated by fear of uneasy spirits and invisible haunts. From
this supernaturalism of our remote ancestors have come
down all the common superstitions of mankind.
strange and often pitiful credences of antiquity have never
died out in the brains and sympathies of a large number
of people. Religion has superseded but never n]tog!!.het
extirpated magic. Thus there has always resent in
$he background af the popular mind—tn the uncouscloas,
if you like—a tendency to throw back to savage intuitions.
In many parts of the world the curious taboos, prejudices
and superstitions of prehistoric times are still completely
very core of these strange faiths is the older
spiritism. On this the rogue o the faker has played for his
roft u'all times and lactle. Hanoe nothing was ioe
welcome to him than a rebirth of the belief in haunts and
ghosts. A thing that was half dead was evoked into vig-
orous life—for the faker's personal profit, he concluded.
He appointed himself the high beneficiary of this atavism.
He went out into all the ways of the world with the ten-
ets and the te!mmolozy of the new spiritism in his brain
and his old tricks in his bag. ready and resourceful
the ghostland crook has been and is may be judged from
a recent incident.

of a
ghoetly church. The ldea seem to be that this large body
of adult Americans—one out of every seven or eight

own-ups in the country—has been touched with the rod
of sepulchral faith and inclines to believe that the dead are
alive, or that the puzzles of life may be unriddled from the
tomb. Many Laodiceans are among these folk, no doubt,
but also many passionate devotees. Moreover it is said
thistota does ot include the many Southern negroes and
many mmigrants, smong whom the tenets o prinitive

réshll su'onzly held.

were being felt on the wireless, and Mar-
coni said—with his tongue probably in his cheek— that
the mysterious interruptions might be due to signaling
from some near-by planet. e said it lightly, specula-
tively, as a man of science. The newspapers ‘made much
of it; the psychic fakers much mol

‘Within ten days of the ﬂ‘untmz of this bit of scientific
fantasy I met an old-time spirit rogue, and he was bursting
with wonders. He and several others were forming a new
religion. Had I seen what Marconi was saying? Well,

OMaricani [wasOight —and wrong. Those signals were from
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Mars, all right, but they were caused by the spirits of de-
parted earthlings. I laughed. He grew serious and took
me to his den to explain.

It went like this: The spirits of our dead are transported
to the various planets after earthly dissolution, suffering
a sort of interplanetary transmigration. Those who were
upright in this life go to Mars or Venus, where general con-
ditions are more or less like those on earth. There these
restless souls are penned in the bodies of higher anthropo-
morphic creatures, intelligent as we, or more so. Worse
human spirits are sent on to Jupiter and Saturn and are
mere reptiles in the flesh, while the more con-
demned to Uranus and Neptune, where they inhabit the
plasm of mere molluscs and jellyfish. And the deadly
damned are sent to Mercury, where it is hellish hot.
Yessir, that’s the way it is!

The spirits of our dead fathers domiciled on Mars or
Venus undoubtedly were signaling their mundane children

vast secrets and wis . More than that, my
friend and his partners were getting ready to translate the
messages to their dupes at twenty-five dollars a sitting.

“We'll set up a fake wireless and go .mr the money!”"
he exulted. “Won't that knock ‘em dea

The Bluebook of the Mediums

J SUPPOSE it wil. The story is worth attention as llus-

trating the invariable practice of the fakers toseize upon

every new bit of imaginative science or speculation and to

twist it for use in exploiting the superstitious, the bereaved

nnd the zulhhle The hmnry of the crooks of ghostland is
d of such scabby adaptations.

" "The attitude of thess scoundrelsis always just whnc thls
man’s was. They take the whole matter mirthfully. T!
feel the coldest contempt for their dupes. Nothing is t.oo
conscienceless for the poor worms who will Awnlluw such
bait. One of the suggestionists who played th
stage circuits was once asked by a friend of mine whatwas
the most difficult part of his profession.

“To keep from laughing at the damn boobs,” was his
instant answer.

Most people who are touched with faith in the psychic
have been brought to this attitude by some pretended
demonstration of spiritist powers or truth. Even at this
late day nothing is so effective as & miracle. If, then, I
desire to demonstrate the fraud of such spiritism as is in
the hands of the crooks of ghostland the miracles must be
explained, the roguery made plain. So be it

The basis of spiritist, hypnotic, mind reading and clair-
voyant frauds is advance knowledge. It is by startling

the dupe out of

crisis—the trick is performed by means of pnknowlndz!
of the dupe. This opening miracle is all-important.

sucker can be deluded by it he is generally lost. If he un-
not be cheated he is saved.

Hard-headed men have always surmised that these
opening tricks of the mystics have been possible only by
means of solid knowing in advance. But so cleverly is the
whole business managed that the majority of people who
can be induced into the mystic haunts are utterly con-
founded. Psychic investigators have often ex)
form of trickery. Indeed, public knowledge of this fraud

mechanism is an ld matter. Howeter, I hink the history
of this artifice has not been written; the great organized
traffic in the records of spiritist dupu 'has not been exposed.

All spiritist rogues work with advance information. The
fakers who p them and blazed the way for them

also used this method. These fakers invariably kept what
was called a bluebook, into which were written the name,
description, peculiarities, history and financial rating
every dupe who passed through their hands. The '.nvelm[
medicine shows, horse doctors, itinerant leeches and their
crew began this record, so far as America is concerned. In
Europe the gypsies are said to have plied the art for
centuries.

In this country the keeping of the sucker lists of mysti-
cism and trickery soon developed the addition of ol
change. This was at first only an informal arrangement
between friendly rogues. Doctor Shrewd went annually
through a certain territory and knew the people of this
region who were natural suckers. He kept a fine, clear
record of all he met. He had a friend in a neighboring
city—a woman clairvoyant, let us say. One fine day the
clairvoyant received a call from Farmer Brown, who was
located in Doctor Shrewd's territory. The clairvoyant
stalled her victim with crude tricks or evasions and pro-
voked his curiosity just enough to make sure he would

return. As soon as he had gone she wrote posthaste to her
friend the doctor and asked for the dow on the farmer. It
came back by return mail, and w] rown came
again he was fairly bowled over i wentaet. Tare.
after he was bled for all his credulity and superstition were
worth.

This method was crude and uncertain. It did not cover
the ﬁ!ld effectively. Many of the ghostland crooks felt
the need of something comprehensive in the way of a blue-
book. Perhaps a great centralized exc change eould be
worked up. But the project languished

A little further along in the develonment of thm mltul'
came the mind-reading shows, the theatrical expositions
of alleged second-sight and mediumistic powers. Twenty

years ago such exhibitions were sensational events all
across the country, and fortunes yere mld! by the prac-
titioners.
who went over the route Loty  avanceiof the show
itself and looked up local people and local history. These
details were farwariad to the company and 0 thoroughly
digested by the performing mystic before he or she took
the stage. With this gathered information and various
tricks practiced by means of mechanical and other devices
hole audiences were thrown i of

dread and misbelief.

Naturally through their travels these theatrical per-
formers ume to have extensive records of people prone to

mystic gam ese came eventually to be the basis of
the list, the Dun and Bradstreet of the spirit world. The
compilation of thll wondrous roster of dupes and their
frailties began in N ‘ork less than twenty years ago.
Az that momenl there aj nured a prominent building

who had come slowly east out of the Middle West,

where he was born and where fate and inclination had
started him out as a peregrine horse doctor and general
faker. Tiring of this small-fry pursuit, he determined to
launch himself at the credulity of the rich and Iuhmn.ble
Part of hi of the I
central bureau of exchange for mlomutlon necessary to
the ellirva:nr., hypnotic, mind reading and spiritist

Doctor Jones—which was not his name—made over-
tures to six of the foremost trlvelm[ hkm then abroad.
Each of these magical fellows tus is complete blue-
book with full data. In return elcb ‘member of the clique
was to have access to the assembled information. It was
agreed that information from this list should also be sold
to accredited fakers outside the syndicate. Out of the
money so received were to be paid the expenses of the

reau. Any excess to be divided equally
among the six, and Doctor Jones. The members were also
bound to send in the data on any new victims who fell
into their snares.

The Great Eastern List

EANTIME Doctor Jones was to bestir himself about
augmenting his data in every possible way. He con-
stantly employed several clerks, who did nothing but re-
vise, correct and amplify the information. Reports on fresh
Victims of fake garmes carme in from all sections and wers
promptly put into form and filed for future reference. Thus
there grew up the Great Eastern List. In the psychic world
there is no other name for this body of data. This list
covered the en-

’his common sense
through theblind-
ing revelation of
something he con-

sippi Rivers. By

siders known only
to himself that
nearly all the vie-
tims of these

perhaps millions
of persons have
been led into the
lairs of these
scoundrels and
robbed of thelr
normal  wit

what is passed o
as supernatural
knowledge of the
dupe’s  history,
ambitions, beliefs,
hopes, fears. This

pwr human be-
ings, riginally
ystified by this

ion, They are
robbed of their
fortunes, parted
fromtheirspouses,
separated from
their children and
friends, driven to

some unwritten
agreement the
W half

the country was
left to a similar
organization
yorking in San
Francisco,
the Western n-
itist Dun and
Bradstreet is and

ways has been
worked from the
Golden Gate.

Perhaps it
should be ex-
plained that
in the lingo of the
ghostland crooks
any roster of vic-
tims kept by an
individual faker s
called a bluebook.
Smaller congrega-
tions of such data
are referred to as
exchanges. Only
the two great fil-
ings, one for the
East and one for
the West, are

Early in 1902,

or late in 1901,
when our Doctor

syndicate could

madness and
icide.

At the begin-
ning—at the

The Woman Grew Impatient and Placed Her Own Interpretation on the Words of

supply only

twenty-eight

(Continued on
Page 65)
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(Concluded from Page 62)

here and there which can go abroad and

which the Russians will
ians

‘whether t.ha Entente permits to Germany
freedom

T Jancy that they will permit; 1 fancy
{urther that France is nwv(n{ toward some
advantage to

bo'.h ndu. by which G et,
spite of the exchange, thu ore for Iler fur-
an ‘mills. enceau was

strong on_politics iy jally en-
lightened on economics. In wf . Klotz, his
inister of Finance, he had figure

Klotz seemed to go on the theory that you
can kill your cow and milk her too. Mil-
lerand, menceau, is no more
loving' with_Ger,

Tiger, but he does view economic facts
broadly, and his fifteen months spent in

.h-»mh."un Alsace-Lorraine for French rule
By smal

rim rather than e that
France and ‘have realized that the
tv'hvmtvnd(lndneedl to be fed uj

a little if you are to expect much mll.g

rom her.
Tn 1848 France overthrew Louis Philippe
and declared the Second Republic. She was
at the time in & devil of a fix, industri
omically—just as Germany is now.
forces were divided between

CROOKS OF GHOSTLAND

thousand names. Onthhh.ld be based

Jones (mk the list to Chicago and
there shortly opened offices to continue the
bmnu-. t that time there were one
undred and ten thousand names of

In Chicago the row anew.
Conditions there in 1906,

S oaimtant artived with the g lhu-t.hml

not as t d been in

mysti-

a combi-

fo pay tripute or close up. The man
ey the New Vol 1t carly encountered
this puissant fakery’ trust and had to sub
mit to its 'le h?

of a percen his profits and access at
Tow prics te i nformation:

was allowed e

e o
T inlormmation 0o al outasde taker snd
conduct campaigns for adding to bis store
of knowledge. Moreover, he was hired to
make il investigatons of & thia maagi
H e a very fat lwm[ m hn
contin nusd o build the lst until it
credible propartions. ey
lnlrly dohte e ol 4 ho present where-
' of thin romarkable Jibrary of or:
Hhiden Satormation. anq.the member of
listed nce,

ever, binds me to silence on this point. Let
me, ‘however, give you an example
listing:
Jones, Jol h.u—(o y-n in 1920; born
Tove . 10.

$2000;

o church. Married. Boy, 7—wumn.

Girl, 6—Gladys. Wife, Ernestine.

on sstronomy. Attends lecturcs, Norda
‘mother dead; father living.

Trabie with mothersinlon.

lnfomulﬂml From Headquarters
ly representative selection
trom the ke Tia Yo apparent

mean that the man is

the expression goes.
to come again, having first given

THE SATURDAY

plain Republicans and communists—as in
Germany now. A rather weak provisional
Bireinythe poros arrivad Io & pesassent

ly the period arri a permanent
rerument and the elsction of a prosident.

othi ring bohiod Bim b Eube aosiong e

nothing in ut the ling

of .delmma.ﬂnhnd cross the po. Qe
xul sky.

T e e year
later to3 day: be ‘madd himeell quite pain-
Socond Republi i Ilnlsh:dchSnm Le
eeon ublic was it may
ppen in Germany. - There is a chance
al;n“nhepeophmrém belk Lsome strong
ime like Hindenburg,
of some man of royal blood., Give such W
onea year o a0 to bulld his fences, and he
can easily restore the crown either to
own head or % that of some anointed

ln. there is the Third Republic in

ice—the republic whlch stuck. It was
(ounded on ti he rulm lisaster, like hu

&
'§

ce

n! a Visie first a make-

shift. Pfobubly t%e nn.!onty of the coun-
here a

was "
s et 1o the very constitu-
tional assembly was a royalist majority.
But these people were lorn apart by the

conflicting claims of t 's anointed.
urbons; Orleanists and Napoleonists had
all their rabid adherents; the monarchists

could not compose their differences. The
republic dragged on, a mere compromise.

(Continued from Page 15)

and address and made an ap) mtment
Bdurv '-hl date of his return ti
office anc

been duped before. Theinformation justas
ove is hurtied out to the medium in

Clty I thers s any foar of detec-
When

jon it is
. dllpe Friity i el Bl
knows all about i and immedic
Tiely tanibes bis beie in the powers o
the foker. 'The poor dupe leaves the place
bewildered and convinced. He is now
ready for plul
Genenﬂythamsd!umnawmhlun‘.bu
information on

man, the
with her p.wn. She pays

EVENING POST

Then something seemed to happen amang
the French, religious sense of loyalty

on in the minds of individual
he bickerings and divisions of
the French royalists gave this republican
nplrit time to sprout and to After
France call herself o re-

public; and d spite to of plots and intrigues not
auite i e republic never
fpped b-ch Something like this may b
ing in Germany.  Time works vith

the republic. Bat It 1 all Fuessing,
n the best-informed German malkes

zues

the German republic of 1915
T ome HESEEh eeEnE o e Erench
publics of 1848 and ml—m world wave
o republicanism borders.
Crowns have been falling in showers during |
the last ten
Portu

‘seem¢ c ieve
Tt it would male hor sapablts lves
but it is still here.
Al but one of the new created by |
the war accepted opoblicaciar “without
estion: and Hungary alone, up fo now,
shows signs of a relapss. Nowadays those
world witves across the most dmely
borders; and perhaps finally the.
ot iy of a Corrin ramubliewill be
the spirit of these times.

umed aro almost endlem in varity. 1t i

0t necessary to persons who al

ready have sdventured into. the mystic
ions. 11 they have been

abo ‘who
the hands of the
spirit medium be in ion
cerning an entirel L—h subj
o B mave dnbHiod befort.ame
o the fakers?
case may be explained—of that
e certan, These answers will somstimes
be painfully obvious; less f
it involved. The facts

s
own

uently o
as w list. g-thcp

Plot and Counterplot
After the great New York list was re-

ys the el)ll of investi
roft. mm-nai"

sonable .

of ddl‘::n dve hmlm - ot ;.he lope
on spiritist dupes w} for these
'“%-M Lt s !er Paid for

of all this is that the
v s the truth.

been duped af

other over a of fifteen years. In

case the information used has been got from
Each new has t out

monntmyomhmemdmnwdn-

e will now be‘zurly ‘clear what the list is
and how it operates, Its chief function, ro-

y that of the comm
r.un Touse, for the first Lhing the rogue
s to know is whether cb"."mcku can
pay, e how much. ‘Al other i

s secons
e At
‘o-day, I am told, there are minor lists
good
tured, and'in 8 cert e-mm New

here several its are bullding
um-d..mmm. their Ceclining

iy
T Fatherins of lists and the procure-

ment of the listed names ndd m'.he
n-x".lnnplub'conddu!d
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{5 not wanted at all i the’

ing in conjunction with the mysticism trust
'.ba!‘ tb- habit to get current infor-
subjects in a manner illus-

9, 8 wealthy
ne of the
oy by a friend.

y were o
hnn mm of the 'pmt\st
wait. 'our other
puwm'mmthermn,-ndlnutmm
wag in attendance

hours. Finally &
man e o the immer sanctum, pi
his coat and departed. One of the wlmnz
four was admitted to the medium.
Finally the mmd
Poiozlu Profess:

Toiing ey 1§ they, ool zive. ther
names an appointment would be made l'or
‘earliestpossible hour. professo;
was “unspeakiably busy. They ought to
understand, ‘The women gave Actitious
umes, made an appointment for a morning
thmu or four days distant and went their
They did not notior. that they were
ahadowed as they drove off or that one of
the mtzﬂlzencw lgu.-d of the list saw them
hrough their day's wanderings to the doors
omes.

Thll nun, a pnvnh dmwa. ml[y

found the real names of the women,
sufficient inquiries about the nelxhbnrhood

Original from

’Elimina‘te :
Porcelain: -
Brec\kage .

90% of all porcelain break-
age is due to compression
leakage. The “flexatite”
assembly of HERCULES
plugs eliminates compres-
sion leakage. The stone-
porcelain insulators are

lize full motor efficiency.
Chart showing correct size
for every motor on request.
Eclipse Manufacturing
Company, Indianapolis,
U.S.
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Thiss
the
Stropper
that strops
Diagonally

IAGONALLY

that is the right
way tostroparazor—old-fashioned
or safety—the right way to line up
all the microscopic teeth of the
edge and put the blade in first-
class shaving condition!

We don’t have to argue this.
You know it already. How often
have you watched a good barber
strop with that same di-
agonal stroke—felt the

razor glide smoothly *FNNER
lyde-Strok:

over your face —
and wished you
could put an edge
like that on your
razor every time?

Yes, diagonally is TRO
the right way to strop a
razor, but the question is: How
can you do it yourself?

Kanner's Siyde-Stroke Strop-
per—the only stropper with the
diagonal stroke—is your answer.
All you have to do is to insert
your blade—either old-fashioned
or any kind of safety blade—give
it a few strokes, and then enjoy
your perfect shave.

As you pull the sxro%) back and
forth lengthwise, the blade slowly
moves crosswise on the strop,
first one side of the blade, then

THE SATURDAY EVENING POST

This s the spirabcylinder—the secet of the ding

to be certain of his identification and aug-
mented his knowledge of the pair by per-
fettly obvious methods. When the women
 betore Pro(nor "Dart on the ap-
re_dumfounded

e thut his ovoked spirits told their
correct names, guided the professor’s hand

as he' l\'rouout th Iresses, and reveal
sundry rather intimate details of their lives
and personal circumstan

"The namk
seriptions and all the
went in to the list.
the obvious plans of work. But those who
make up the great lm do not limit them.

ces.
hese women, their de-
athered data at once

selves to ethods. Neither do
they wait for the victima to appear. To-day
there are on the spirit rosters the names of

bureau anticipates. It gathers the names
of persons who may ba reasonably expec
to ull in the future.

Such in various ways,
One may buy the subscription lists of
e Dyt periodicals, publicaions of
a sort that grow in number every m
These subseription lists may be bought in
toto or for any given territory. 1 do not of
course make the chlrg! that all such publi-
cations stoop to t]
be and doubtless m qulm ethi

The list has i m its employ the uxwru of
many cemeteries. ‘These men send in the
names of relntw ied in the
L grave lots under e charge. The mothers

of dead babies and of grown youni sons and
’ daughters are conside especially vll\u—
ble. The sexton .1w.y- tells how bi
| funeral there was, how ive a casl et
prat bou bt a md the price o of the mmhnune.
we have the ‘medium’
lhlrn! for ﬁnlnclll informatior
canvassers for phot i

_§

£
also. turn in o the list the names of all
recently bereaved persons, especially those
Jho buy expensive enlargements ~and

spiritst mediums fit up fne resi-
play asort o socal game on the
iety. All who attend
Tecoptions, teas and musicales af such Iairs
are lsted, for they have been bombarded

onal stroke. As you pull reh, it
erms this ylinders The cincular bends, i
the blade-holder, travel along the spiral track, and
Cross-wise while the strop is moving
resultsin the exact diagonal stroke.

the other, at exactly the correct
angle and pressure. The result is
a perfect shaving edge every time.
Better than the barber’s, for he
works by hand.
This Kanncrls built to be
manhandled. We guar-
antee it against any
defect,any time. All
parts are high-grade
= steel, heavily nickel
9 plated: The strop
?? leather is the finest.
We've been building strop-
pers for 20 years. This is our best.

Try it at our risk. Get it at
your nearest hardware, drug or
department store—price $5. Use
it for 6o days— then get your $§
back if you want it.

If your dealer hasn’t Kanner's
Slyde-Stroke Stropper, send us
his name and address and $3, and
we'll send you one at onée prepaid.
Don’t wait a week. Begin right
away to enjoy perfect shaving.

Our booklet, “How to keep your
razor sharp,” free on request.

Samuel Kanner, 556 Broadway, New York

presentatives i
Canada: Hale Bros.,, Montreal. C. C. Cm. Comp.ny, Winnipeg. Enghnd, Scotland, Irland, Holland,
fice, Barrowfield St

Franc, Spin an iy, Seaton MeL o

‘Australi:

Parwidge Ageacies, Sydver, N. 5. W,

Digiti by

New Zealand: H. E. Pumdg! & c« L:d A..dd...a N.Z.
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functions.

Gleaners of Information
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may reasonably expect to bs
toa S Ron o the ot ynnhlp
How is this accomplished? Again the

answers are many and various, " For in-

tance:

In one city during recent months who-
ever has gone near the shelves in the refer-
ence room of the public library where the
books on spiritism are or were displ
Ry o HIGHE Beve ROHEEd X momin oho
was either hovering over the books or read-
ing cluse by lnd kee \nl an eye peeled for

everyono who & boo from this
armi on 4 such & vi

appeared ¢ Fhe. mm d.m lpprmchsd him
and it not

to_gush sp Was
ondertal? T8 think of 11 She had loot
her only daughter just six months before.
She was in despair. She did not want to
five until  friénd spiri
L. Wonder of waaders!: Ste et

a séance and her lost.
eommoned, Sho nad hoard thi dnughters
Voice, receiv f comfort from

i messages of
her, talked over the mysteries of the hidden
world Life and death had now no terrors.

g oo S
and three of four dI,:lp for thia woman was a
shrewd ju ‘haracter_and an
Smcod hand at thia rick-—ahe led the duipe
into confidences of

telephone numher
ested he might call up. He could see the
‘medium by appointment only.

How the Steerers Work

t, ane is
. Then an appointment
e B . wesk aheact. Mobntine the
Investigators of the list were sent out, the
rospect, thoroughly looked up and  the
acts of his life and bereavement re
to t um, to supplement allinforma.
tion already tuirmed in by the lady. Wiat
happened when t} r dupe came for
rord, from the Vol By e Tot e e

imagi
ﬂe rnotherly pldlady s one of
cipal figire n the s
Y may Il“y‘ lp roach
the stranger 1 'ltho\lt fear of rebuff. This is

the prin-

for obituary notices, and especially for me-
morial services. P who hold such
commemorativeritesare known to be think-
ing oftheif dead, and the spiri faker knows
that the human being with his mind so
dis is the ideal pros
rs ago when I was in Boston
acquain ce deep
in the mire of the spiritist underworld that
the town was uncommonly full of desk-room
brokers. How did they all make a livin
The man told me and demonstrated that
‘many of these shoddy brokers were workin
the spirit-information game with the ai
of their wives. Each broker and his spouse
were the center of a little social group or

ul
toward spiritual marvels, The members
n led to the mediums one by one,

v

dupes
B armishod by the Broker Sad i wite
o To-day in some largs book stores whers
‘on spiritism are sold there are girls
in the ey ofthe st makers, They are the
ies in of the counters dis-
e thee o e
to get the names lnd
sons who buy spiritist
those of men and =2l whoIhl itually
na

ly betray m(ommon al
themselves worth sending in to the
But the mere name and address is all thai

ut

Al such names have a definite market
various considera-

every new live
¥ et information comes with

of course not hard to guess what
uses these names fill, Every person

Original fro

ing majority of all the victims of psychism
: n. T record it with a certain gal-
ant

In a city not far distant from

Recently
Chicago was listed the name of a wealthy
widow who had just buried her débutante
daughter.

chief of spiritist mfcrmltllm decided
thnt hen!l:n a pmpect;g a real effort.

that field clutcl

e, aslsed comae many mqulnal sbout

the prospective du h

woman encounte Yar peey. ppnenz
s th wdow went on Ym

arked the vldowx

steerer, wiping lt a prehn
my own girl las
suthe two oo woman Tl to consoling each

"Ycu r; just where I was till two months

.io id the motherly stranger at last.
“rant to land you this book. s has given
me more reli anything else could.”

n
“I don’t take muchstock in such things,
abjected the widow, taking in the title ot
the book.
(Continued on Page 69)
m
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(Continued from Page 68)

“That's because you don't know. Please
read it. I kmow what it will do for But
be sure to preserve it for me. 1 want it
back. I'll call for it, if you will let me.”

The widow unsuspectingly gave her
m&a%%:ﬂﬁm ?nt ome with the

; ven this strange plotter
entrée to her home. That was what was
wanted.

In a week the steerer ap at the
residence of her new acquaintance. The
widow had read the book—was dubious,
but wavered. Here the stra t in her
licks. She magnified and multiplied mar-
vels. She played the tremolo m'u‘ thﬁ

an

widow’s ﬁﬁndShham and =
promp . 8 went awa 'ring
another spirit book y

Repeated visits and successive introdue-
tions of ever more vivid literature followed.
The spiritist agent became a familiar caller
at the house of the widow. She penetrated
into all the secrets of the other woman's
beart. She wormed her way into faniliarity
with family history. All this information
she filed with the list. It was apparent that
the widow would sh be in the fold.
How much money could be got out of her?
The motherly old woman was aided in in-
e ?ngt;ﬁn point by a detectiv: t

for r , Bn expert at t
E:;]me. ‘When thgu tal information was in
d the old woman began on her victim in
earnest, filling the widow’s mind so full that
she was no longer mistress of her wits. She
was now ready for the oblation.

After the medium had got nearly ten
thousand dollars from this woman the fore-
sight of her hushand saved her. The apirit-
jsts found to their chagrin that her fortune
was not in her own hands and that they
could to get only what she had saved
out of income. She is still in their
power; butesthey cannot quite pluck her.

Just the proper anecdote to sway the
minds of the credulous is a thing constantly
Hnﬁ,m}ﬁ:t and invented among mystic
crooks., latest device is worth setting
down. It is used on women of the less-
educated classes who have just suffered
bereavement and been through the tortures
of a civilized funeral, The same type of
elderly woman is used for the approach.
When she has got the ear of the intended
vietim she tells this story:

Getting Information

“A friend of mine lost her mother about
2 year ago while she herself was sick and
couldn’t attend the funeral. She called in
her best woman friend and trusted her with
ight hundred dollars for the e:iennm. and
t friend attended to everything. She
even went west with the body and saw to
the burial. When she came back she told
this friend of mine that the eight hundred
dollars had been just enough. My friend
trusted the woman lﬂdoﬁﬂﬂ't question,
But that very nigi:t her dead mother’s
spirit visited her and told her that her
friend had lied to her. The spirit said the
friend had held out two hundred and
twelve dollars and twenty cents. When my
friend went to the other woman and faced
her she broke down and handed over the
money. Wasn't that wonderful? Think of
her T!t_rfhe:r’n spirit coming back that very
n
e effect of such a yarn on the over-
wruuﬁt nerves of one recently bereaved
may imagined. The spiritist who told
me the yarn pretended that she had in-
vented it, and was gloating over its huge

effectiveness.

Some curiosity or lack of information
may exist as to the method of getting data
on spiritist prospects. In an ordinary case
where general information only is required
an operative on the intelligence staff of the
list or of the individual medium is sent into
the neighborhood of the expected dupe.
The detective assumes the rdle of credit
investigator. Going to the nearest grocer,
he says:

“I represent Blank & Co., the higMda-
ment store. Do you know rs.
erick T. Jones, of 44 Dark Street, l](l.ﬂt

round the corner? Yes? Well, Blank &
Co. will appreciate a little confidential
information. The Joneses have asked us
for a charge account and we naturally want
to know whether we will get our money."

The neighborhood merchant is almost
bound by business ethics to give such in-
formation if he has it. The investigator
finds out how much the Joneses spend for

ies and meata; how many servants

ETOCETIER A
they have; what rent the;r.:g:g: payirg,

eeo(}jea;_i'
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From this he can gauge their circumstances
fairly accurately. Do they pay by check?
Are their checks alwa , or does their
account run low and lapse into overdrafts?
All this the merchant answers if he can.
Then the investigator begins on more
intimate details. He goes to the neighbors,
where he plays on the impulse to gossip.
If poesible he finds some enemy or ill-
disposed person. Here he gets a gossip's
record of the family’s movements, trials
and trn_u‘lglm. Ina fahw hours he can in this
way pick up enough supposedly private
information todumfound any half-credulous
person.
If even more detailed information is re-
uired an old favorite device is dug from
the archives of the . A relative of the
prospective dupe is found and the detective
1s sent to this person with a story about a
legacy left to a Jones family. The detective
poses as 8 lawyer's investigator. He says
that a fortune of forty or fifty thousand
dollars has been left in chancery in England
to the Joneses of the locality in question.
In order to determine whether these par-
ticular Joneses are entitled to any share in
the estate he must have a clear and com-
plete record of the family, with names of its
various members, a chart of relationshipa
and most detailed history of the eclan,
Natu.ra]lf all the penetralia of family his-
tory are invaded and the medium is placed
in possession of information whose sudden
revelation by a stranger is calculated to
uﬂ the judgment of all but the sophisti-
cated.
In other cases the venerahle woman is
:flln employed to wheedle the last sops of
dden fact out of neighbors, friends and
foes. This failing, she cultivates the in-
tended victim herself, as in the case previ-
ously related.

A Language of the Crafi

These old women are called feeders, or
talkers-up. They talk up the merits of
spiritism to their victims. They feed the
poor dupe on miracles and breath-takin
experiences until he has lost his sanity an
is ready to be led to the séance, ich
reminds me that the spirit underworld has
an argot, or slang, of its own, from which
I may as well give some samples:

Human progress is the term for apiritism
and its aims; the raps is the slang for apirit
tapping or knocking. Here are others:
The hyp, hypnotism game; sitters, all
suckers at a séance; shill, short for shil-
laber, the cappers used at séances to dupe
the real spiritist followers; the nut, a person
who first responds to the work of the
medium and the shillabers in the course of
a seance; feeder, or talker-up, or Foxy
Grandma, the old lady used for purposes
just explained; pitch, the man who makes
the announcements at a spiritist sitting,
a leader and announcer; big stuff, the
larger e, that involving big money:
junk, the smaller fry; ringing the bell,
victimizing all the members of any given
apirit circle without exception; dumping
ground, the fake stock companies into
which dupes are led to Eut their money;
make a connection, establish communica-
tion with a spirit; under control, having
the sucker completely taken in and under
absolute domination; controls, the apirits
summoned; short stuff, a quick spirit sit-
ting for small money; having instructions,
being in possession of the data on a victim;
king, the chief faker of a spiritist establish-
ment if he is a man; queen, the chief female
functionary in such a place, often also the
leading medium.

Many of these terms mmﬂmﬂgﬁﬂl.
to

are limi

gpiritists, but the majori
the crooks of

the peculiar language
ghostland.

We have now passed through the pre-
paratory stages of fraudulent spiritist séance
work. All this great machinery, all this
involved roguery is necessary to the suc-
cessful conduct of the mediumistic display.
Without it nothing can be attempted, Once
this work on the outside has been done
through the list and the information bureau
and the Foxy Grandma, the séance is ready
to begin. Let us enter,

" What strikes every unpersuaded entrant
into the spirit shrine is the ritualism that
has been built up about the act or pretense
of establishing parleys with the dead.
Nearly every item of this can be traced to
the crooks who spread spiritism about the
world. The terminology is theirs, the for-
malities which hedge the approach to spirit

theirs, the rules of conduct in the

:Ehe!nng to them.

~ All Capacities by the Underwriters’ Lab-

ECONOMY

renewable

FUSES

were the first line using an inexpensive
bare link for restoring a blown fuse to
its original efficiency to be Approved In

oratories. This honor was not won on
laboratory tests alone but largely because
for many years millions of Economy
Fuses have been giving dependable pro-
tection, high efficiency and working
marked economies.

When you order fuses insist on
ECONOMY.

For sale by all leading electrical
jobbers and dealers

ECONOMY FUSE & MFG. CO. |
Chicago, U.S. Al

Economy Fuses also are made in Canada at Montreal
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Peanut Butter
r Van Camp Products Include
Eraporated Mk Soadh

Soups

We Won the Boys

With a New-Grade Peanut Butter

THE SATURDAY

We won the men with ¥
Beans, and Vaj

an Camp’
‘amp’s Soups won

Then our experts started to win the

oy e P peanut butt
" we belleve
will ever forget Van Camp's,
They Did This
They found the nuts which made

Studied Nute
i T b o
¥ By countless tests they found ex-
sedy where tosating ought o stop.
And they stop it sudd
They found that ekin R S
fied the butter. They found that the
germa—the nut liearta—added a bitter
tinge. So the skins and germs are now
removed completely

Note the Difference

delicious bu

blend which
that exact

ith other
"Then buy the kind the ehild

child
butter.
likes best. We'll take his verdict on it

i O
Prepared

Dmlrved by \JL LH'8[L
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The very need of darkness is a thmf]-nuly
an an

more important to a chnlnun
honest, disembodied ant

ey expl
pluh is done by npm itual

is very term m:
{ram e o hypnohc faker
animal etism. This
tism is a force—an idea con-untly repe-ted
and accentuated by the orator who of

a spiritistic sitting attended by

circle. en the searching
cation lll members of the circle must
l\old hands 8o that the magnetic force may

One sus at a more
reason fc erutmn is to keep
hands from skepti investigations, This
magnetic force is both positive and nega-
tive, :cmrdm( o the spiel ¢ of the king, or
master of ceremonies. Any antagonistic

circulate frely.

will 50 upset the balance between

oiive and negative magnetism that the
spirit cannot be reached.

precautions taken to exclude the

skeptic are too many to enumerata.  In

instance, hnwzver, it is made clear

ﬂm the presence of one unbeliever will

But the professional medium dnun't da—

pend on such hit-or-miss arran;
or he usually seats the men mbers of a circle
alarge table, hands on the table and
zy the medium. Then she searches
earnestly the faces of all the sranper, and
fow skeptics can assume successfully the
rapt_entrancement of the devotee.
D trutin oo Suk b

oy

One of the even more effective methods
formerly used for skeptic exorcam by,

Soecs was not spatiod

Uil S Dgbin eve ont andthe bome

Patnication was mumpowed 4 have beg

an unfriendly guest
irit could not attend
n this did not

as resumed.

she su

of rage anc
‘was expl ed to the
spirit had stabbed him.
before the ghost was to greater
Violence. At this pojnt the bravest took
the hint and departed.

Setting the Scene
But to return to the vaunted spiritual

magnetiom. This force was
-tnwd 1o spirt arcles by phyl
akers still use

Who mn dml\st lL? And lhonly thl.ruller
the great bourn are

the rom
ﬂufhed ll;hmuxh the med;um s )
t is theory of spiritual m:
tism, too. that the need n!':‘llﬂmes ﬂx-
asser

plained. Light, , consists of
Bl ol wiires b vibmations. Thems dise
turb the infinitely delicate waves of spirit
agnetism, 50 no self-respecting lemur can
in dlyh(h
imiias -u the rules and rogula-
tions are jus y hands must be
leld, why R o s during a
why no one may ever be late for
meetm',  investigations cannot be tol-
erated.
The conduct of a modern séance by the
most lcmmpluhed of the spirit-land crooks
needs and understood.
The feeders, or talkers-up, have been at
work for some time and have gathered a
circle of twelve or fourteen men and women
who have been excited to s recoptive {rame
of mind. Allthese have been through small
individual sittings Wich the medum, at
which ordinary tricks e
been used and perhaps some of t emtorm-—
tion duphyed that had been gathered b;

Rt

" Onthe given night this
sembles at the proper hour.

April 24,1920

subjects are lntrodllesdttwo or three lhllln

one female shill are empluyed. How impor-

tant a part of the mys e is the shilla-

ber will appear. He ﬁlh il he functions of

the capper in the house, and
o

teen or m‘hmn ns
% aserablod, The King or queen | bemwmmthe
services HymAnl are sun

tist pogms
, Fpirtist prayess oflered.
Whole thing §ocs on at & high b pitch. The
citement is fostered and t up
the explosion point. Then one of { e e
bers begins to recount & horriplating ex-
perience with, spiri en he has done
Beother shallabey hegina, By this time the
actual sitters are worked into something
approaching frenzy. ey taks over the
esting and continue it t with their own
recountings and st
'No pause i allowed. There is no time to
think, to collect the wits.

eir ortations anew.
y When the whole meeting has been
worked up to a point close to emotional
exhluamm the medium appears—mystic,
wonderful.

Incense burns in censers. Low, m:
ous piano music begins in the corner of e

t room. The lights wane. One is

Scious o the heavy odor of the many fow-
ers which almost always adorn the rooms
ofa professional spriist, Why? To touch
the reminiscent chords of the mind with
eral mossonce: ATl thg subjocta ate out:
fering from bereavement depression.

Paging Mrs. Brown

The lights go out completely. The me-
dium begins her exhortations: The sub-
‘must concen ey must bring

it. Tt1s up to them, Be tense, b
‘truth sednnl.

receptivity of the poor

Finally the breath o( the Spirit is felt.
The wraith lpprolch!. The icy stream
runs down the spines. The first word flashes
from the edmm! outh.
wishes to send a mq rs. Brown.
Who is she? One of the the shillabers, to be

. A set of oral

the medium or the alege

answers, hre lmllted to strike won-
der and terror into the hearts of the sitters.

And Mrs How she raves,
with wonderment!
Snally upsets the last vesti

and sense In the other sitters, At last the
spigtdepata. Anothermist besymmoned,
The lights . This time
the medium Will write the answers of the
spirt. Sometioes 8 second bit of hocus-
must. to and_another
B Aty snnosased. Ustlly howr.
ever, the sitters, e-pecu;liy the bereaved
‘women, are now so worked up that at the
first suggestion of a second concentration
to establish commumuuon some one of the
sitters sees or feels a ghost. In this frame of
m poor s as seen the
hallucinatory appari eard the lost
 of the dear Rout and cachia the froge
s deception to the grave, unable ever
Sgain to dispelieve,
‘There is no need to go into full ﬂebllL
Some see o feel the presence of their de-
parted and are answered by them through
The medium., Others have to be tod tha

ow, tu lure. Lhe ‘medium on the
ive information col in advance
the l.mt, the mlomuuun bureau and the

Graddeuts. She has the lfe nd wul.
ings of all her subjects in her me
and &t the tip,of her tongt
simpl things
She d
Phic evasions.  She utterly dumfoun
always credulous and now half-
inds of her victims. The séance breaks up
emotionalism, tears, overbubbling
mm ude.

A dozen converts have been made. That
dozen people with
money gut mtn position for
trimming. That is

Ve rought emotion is lt once the ex-
planafion “of many spiritist wonders: and

‘pea ent of the crooks m
thia form of fraud. Any deception mxi
ose

ALr@ffptied upn the humen being w

Continued’on Page 72)
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[twouldn't
make the tube |t
bigger or the
Cream better
if I toock a
page to te]l
aboutit
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(Continued from Page 70)
feelings have got out of blnd ﬂlfyln? with
comm

i
e hvﬂnu

mnzly The moment this happens at aséance
the medium and male shillabers drive the
st of the circle away from the swooned

- Give her

soul, again
acting as a shillaber. As oman
beginstorevive the irlaber leans over and
1 Sh t gnngedyw PR
ter e wam’ a bit,

ew

e rudi
of psychology knows wlut is the
ect of impressions formed upon the brain
in thishl;m-eomtm state. Itisatsucha
ey 4

4 n a gl
During the days of the Ehicago paychic

years ago, before one of

the local dailies caused & clean-up, a young
widow was brought in to one.of the Chicago
‘mediums by the usual feeder—a nice old
yroman, The unfortunate victim had lost

her husband six months before, Her name

had been ser twlhe list by the sexton of
cemetery. She had erected  very costl

‘memorial. I known to have a con-

interest in spiritism only after consi
effort. This done, the data on the un}m py
'e're lected and she was

), where a séan eewllzlvenlorher
beneﬁt, wlth six other persons
shil

wment the vlctlm

o bosband s the
. that moment
w was completely under
the Sovaimation of the medium and
Tords. very fow o
commaunication With the shade of her do-
rted spouse. Having once
ieve she had seen this appariti
own disturbed ima ﬁl;llhon evoked it again
under ti 'gment

‘At such times the medium delivered m
sages from the hushand's wraith, both by
written orders and by means of a concealed
vent

i Fraud and Tragedy
After o time the dupe was sent to the
she was led to

um) nd. That is,
fnvest her whole fortune, about sixty-five
thousand dollars, in & fraudulent silver-

i ted for this expres

rey
spirit. last. s of ey o
the dupe’s bank was in hand the company
ostensil

Alfter monm of struggle and starvation,
after a lsing fight againt the odds of city
life for whi Rot equip
descent into the dregs, the unhappy Wldow
took a ) g house, vmme

 inclsin
Spirit of the his-
band, and pllcldly hle'w out_her life with
a revolver. She said she had gone to join
him. The coroner’s jury concluded that the
‘woman was just an mune 8 mt ‘worshiper.
The crime remained cor

Except for ordmlry ontiaeation tricks

sucki st wers always i by e catrvoy
ants the resorting to has nearly
passed out of spiritism. As a result the

modern séance is more effective but hardly
so colortul s its more antique relatives. In
d old days the {hﬂphumwm arms
to float - out the room,
ped into laps i
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¢ of downright sacrilego, were in bigh
avor. It may h a fow lines
Plain this las trick, oid s
The arm of the medium is first soaked
for,say, hal ~half an hour in a strong brine, The
'hen dried and some simple message
eroical wovd i wricien o tho shia
With & dull pointed sick. Perhaps 3 namo
will the brief answer to a

not bloody el A o

PeMore complex tricks are, however, st
in vogue. The very presence of these de-

lent nature o! these mediums but md-ntu

again the clear connection betweer

present-day ghostland crooks and the oldar

clairvoyant swindlers and others. In fact
iri

revival of spirit eummnmumon
all the n!der types of m:uu

their native nd turned to_ the
spirits. The old time fortune tellers and

turned to
the land of the shades.

Spooky Rough Stuff

This is the more remarkable whero dlair.
voyants are concerned, for the expert mi
reader and practitioner at ncond-emht
always beld the s mediam in the
liveliest contempt. And there was
underworld justice in this attitude. A good
clairvoyant understands the tricks of men-
ti of unconscious
al impression. Many
practiced clairvoyants are capable of re-
markable feats of what may be vulgarly
termed intuition. come as near the

is an art, ai
highly refined one, acquired thmulh lonl
nse . The) trained—the

. The res
plished by : atnlght and natural means; by
insight. One of these
cheap lnuda of
itist rogues and their reso rt to the
Towest ankx and subterfuces ol he medi-
cine man, was naturally filled with a deep
sense of superiority. But pride has

of ho avail.

“Clairvoyance is dead,” one of its clever-
est exvonenu wld me a few weeks ago.
eople want | th-t spooky rough stuff.

‘em. Choma round

Not long ago I
w the rather (amllur note-reading tri
done lt a séance. Many have seen it done,

few know i m

bowl was placed in the
center o{ a t!ble lbout vlhlch ‘were grouped
eight or pemn.l 'he king of this dump,
to use the argot, suggested that each per-
son vmee two or zhm qnentmm. each on an

'-Ilht bl“l lnd dmpped into the bo'l No
lt an) All

lights time. All
wes Viaikis o end. No one
‘went near t! "The medium did not

enter the room tll.l nll quatmm had been
‘written and e bowl. No one left
bdom or after she entered.
0 word was said to her and no sign given.
Neither did any of the writing material
Teave the room or pass into or through the
medllml 's hane
tered, went directly to the chair
le(: Yfor her, sekrched the faess of the sitters
a little, asked that the curtains be draw
Snd began to summon spirits, After a fow
‘moments of concentration she took a wad
from the bowl, held it loosely between her
finger and thumb so that all could watch it,
ressed the wad against her temple for &
few minutes and then read off the question
Ind answered it.
the question was required to say when
ln inquiry of his or hers had bge sked
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and whether the answer seemed correct. In
half an hour the medium

‘ment were

How was it dons? Very simply. First of
21 thers was one shilsber in the crowd,
sitter had been looked up in
his history, was thoroughly
r to the medi

only pretent drop
When the medmm elied out e

pressed it against her temple
She read off not what was in this wad ok

‘wads anc
the bowl.

(L ot
tion to further exclamations of approval
and wonderment.

redium now unfolded the first wad,

tem Npﬁtlnlulgzdldwtheqnu-
tion vmtten on the first wad wering
it from her foreknowledge sitter.
Thus merely by bemg one ahead in the
matter e nm throu;h the
hcle bosriul with pertac

One of the catrens, magiont Gicks ls the
spirit portrait. I am tol It Ia  now bem

! bt At I ;ﬂ h !-ﬂd( h
Iost excliement. In ying this the
MJ’ e e made to

o oa  canrvas bok
ofm stter or sitters, This is done by the
substitution of a finished picture for one of

two blank canvases which have just been
examined by
Two pieces of thin white cheesecloth are
among
care being taken
to see that no Bkepﬁlc ml!lﬂ either of them

e sitters.

put on small stretchers and p

o g by a picture-
ent uhumr nppcrently uncon-
with the ts but really in
their employ.

A Halo Iur Good Measure

In working the trick a small table is
placed near a wlndow. and the ra

‘wise darl L,
folds of the draperies and quickly

tuted for one of the blank canvases.
ing vas is now placed in
front toward the sitters and l!le ﬁmnhed

picture just behind it, the two bem[
sevenl inches apart. The light from the
window falls through the thin cheesecloth
e blank canvas as long as the plclure
behind is held at a slight distance.

® loo
her, The linea of the po o
gother. The lines of nportnltmdrml
Visiblo on that side. Little by little the can-
vases approach. More and more of the pic-
ture becomes visible, Finally the eyes can
. They appear at first to be
closed. Then as the canvases are brought
closer they are seen to bo open.
ltreuilm are back to back and the npml
rtrait is clearly visible in all its details
Barough r.he thin canvas before it. The
icture is now laid on the tabl
more light is et in and the bewildered i
ters examine the work of the wraiths!
. All the time this demonstration has been
ech has been talling up the
nting the spirits as
beiny ng mmbly at wm-k on the picture, sus-
taining the excif
Bt ey thia s onl the beginning of the
hoax. The bewildered &

the alleged spirits
e picture m not done, The
‘a message that more details are
th be added, However, the sitter ter may tal take
the picture home with him. The spirit will
nish it there m as well as here. Wonder-
ing and trembling, no doubt, the poor dupe
es the portrait home and puts it up on
the wall, fairly qu;km' with superstitior
In a few days or a w nces at it.
uﬂmng hoots! A halo is beginning to
m (Continued on Page 75)




l, though en
phernalia are still being made for the magi-
cians, the occult world uses only limited
amouints and certain kinds.
The Sparking Crystal

Thelistenin, Indwluhnhonum loyed
by llko spiritists for some years. e re-

rooms of their ‘rrlon
con the

over Lhn f.lblo and muchlnl a connection in
the floor contains & fin vire with & min ute
as flat s the cloth by

mech: al
whl:h a lpqu ll when the contact
the is

are now t .o.unl & wirel X
Do e spiicat i New York and

D
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No doubt we m:
uonl of the uu’vlm game by spirit

1 hl\!nlli lh.l! many
fakers are crimi
coptance of values it
celve and delude; it may be cont
spread ignorant superstition, but it is mu |

Nevertheloss asser-
fion. "The fact 1 that many macet fagrant | B
and most brutal crimes have been due to €

a
lan:

criminal.

diums seems

o
of marital unrest and infelicity. The homes
broken up, the families disrupted by spirit- |
ism are countless. Usually the thing comes
tbout when 1 husband remonstrates with |

o
Yyeraa, The convert nnlur-ll) reports to the

ritists.
To begin at the small end, the spirit
oftenest r\nk«] from sleep by fake me- |
Asm:

y look for many other

of the mediumistic

odeus, the demon |

ediumistic faith, or vice

"Ih giving a séance with the wircless throe
n-‘—a:nn,-vmnmr}lg'ud are
placed in dm’rm n séance
room the utmost nmpliuzy is
e usual ritaal i employed o work the
sitters up to tension and emo-
tional exhaustion. it of the
Void comes the muffied eerie poignance of
a violin.
“The -pim:'" announces the medium
in a stage whis

Spirit Volces by Wireless

‘The séance has begun. The dullest im-
ﬁnldon'ﬂlpu‘ﬂnthl‘-ﬁdvd_

P

Foom. This is

:'h:"mn'choll 'I’vmdﬂl o h
to the opj ite sie e t. '0 the

Fight and back again, Ina. darkened room

the effect is that M visible spirit ﬂmt-

ing about near the cling and talking,sing-

inl, nhnntln'h v:?rbpednz, commanding as

A
et the el bl i left. o the medi
ly. announcss

She short] that the spirit is
about to speak her—through her
body without employing her vocal

o maks the demonstration effective the
‘medium is securely She then seats

gagged.
e rigmarol o sl s corimunt

he
into 's cmmly
h-ld i hia hancs i being done, the pads
up and unostentatiously re-
Tmoved from the room. Outside they are at
once developed and the questions, regis-
tered on tlupldlbylnyoneol lholdlm
visible carbor le.
B ot e e
uwdhurwlnuﬁhzhymoll:huum
& messenger who slips out the back way.
1Y o o ot e ‘oicms of the shades,
floating séan

OUS (&

nm fake spiritist is nlwlyl

oney, no one need question the result. At
the next sitting the apirit is made £0 adviss
the convert to be rid
rst_rule of this fai
it Divorce follows like the quod erat

he fi

lemonstrandun

This s, however,
of crime committed. To go into the larger
tism as practiced by the e

phase, spiri

bunko pisy. "The motive bebind toe spiit.
land erook is not to unsettle sanity or to
make converts o to get five or filty dollars
for a mediumistic demonstration.

l:uvrnw isalways tostrip the sucker

im to invest his

s little dout that this trick
y taught the fai

dlers of his type. In a long experience with
the coufidence brotherhood

known a member of the crew who did not at
me or another employ the spiriists. |
Tllicit brokers have been in

the mediumistic erooks for half a century
Every good crook among the peychic fakers
has his connections in the Street or some
other exchange.

Oil Stocks for Spiritists

Formerly the s

ated by sending !

to invest their mﬂnuy in_certs
which the sur

one

with and ree

klum forte was min¢

ork used

mmored upirit was st Rub-Down—ALL IN ONE,
ended. The broker who
handiod one end of the deal naturally took
balf, and the rest went to the spirit rascal.
1. or nearly all, the old. traveing sho

reading and spirit

to send their nlupu to certain SHOWER BATH-BRUSH

their money was Fits Any Fayeet. Stimulate cir-

appointed brokers, wh
taken—once and forev
simple sense m;
tion which & llrmer !n my home town once
asked a celebrated
“1f you know .u lhu stufl, why ain't you
down there in Morgan
an’ themm fellers look Toolish? wn.z you
doin’ bushwhackin' rour
But by the time a dupe of

spouse. Since
laying for

of his or her spouse,

ith is "Obey the

only the gentlast type
ooks

lorified con game
{ the ultimate parpase of the

The great |
toget

money —a:

th faker—old
con man and other swin-

s

ve never

cahoots with |

Bathe

desired,

culation.

—no

the spariist

hkrm is ready to be l\-\lded lo lholhu.htn'

retains no su

is deductive

sucl
hculun He ean no lonft lhmk or evalu-
is

uate. He falls and nu

coup de grice. |
line -p:nLMp fel-
and the ex-

dummnf
rogues’ lexicon. A few years ago they |

ies—gold mines,

compani
‘hemes, copper lnd silver claims.
To-day onl oll mmm are

very
told me.

il |
TRty what Lheysve alin for:

You have to slip 'em the oil

. m central gtw(:,

those who operate
several fak, com
warlhlo- claims in Texas

s of Redplos el prm{’z in
the i\nndn of the spirit-land erooks.
How large are the annual takings of these

criminals
no ane willi

must, hows v,

who sy
this IRYO‘IG tole
iddle W

as already exphlned
Victimising eve
In this case t
in the group. The.
(Comet

do not know,

o

', be consider

some of the information for

d me ul a recent bell ringing
tern ¢

and I have found
make even a guess.
rable. One man

Ringing the hzlf |
the term for
; member f & spirt cirele;
were fourteen persons

ireless séance was used | [l
4 on Pagp D
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Running Water

'S the only sanitary way
to bathe. Fresh, A
ning water, any temperature

through  hundreds of

Cleanses the pores.
Fortifes against colds, daease
and contagion.
all over.
waiting for tub to il.
thing in dirty tub-water.
No cleaniag of the tub
wards. Not §

in Clean

Fresh, clean run

Makes you feel
It's uickf no

free




(Conctuded from P
on them in conjunction wlth mlnd reading
and other feats of a very clever megium,

e of the fourteen men and women was
rletely taken in, led to invest money in

companies and neatly trimmed.
ty thmlnnd dollars was got in

gle

pirit fakers | uw-y- st ther gosl at 2

bell ringing. It is the st to which the

fakers’ wagon s hite hed. . For when the

bell s rung every worker who had anythin

to do w(tgl the set-up gets a substanti;

bonus, and there is revelry in ghostland.
But spirit faking leads to even warse

ism. This same
to be off with the old spouse by witcheraft
‘magic—usually taking the form of some
dudly Philter—led to the savage trea
t of witches in the Middle Ages and
Siter; o the tnattution, of suttes in Tndiag
and to many other barbarous methods of
guppression.  But women wil hate their
usbands and try try to murder them by
Tetaphyaica) m ‘wo examples, one
Based on the old, one'on the new spiritiam.
In Westehestér County, New York, 3

cilian woman with 'an
emui'ahubmd fell in love with a hand-
v.uq from her own clim

men who racticed thelr primitive magic at
when Rome was yet a
10g

Fver with hundreds of pins and needles,
chlntlnl orisons, I’Qpelhn incmuuum,
uttering spells as he pierced and repierced
the innoeent organ. Finally the iver was
delivered to the wife with instructions to
bury it under the path where her husband
must walk over it. Death would ensue at
once—fee, ten

But the husband did not die, and the
wife cut the knot of Gordium by emploms
2 couple of gangaters who strangled an
beat him to death. For this crime five or

six persons went to prison for life.

Brahms® Spirit at the Piano
e parallel case came to light in the

Weat recently. A handsome but ignorant
roman was in love with another man and

possible money from
her At each new séance the spirit prom-
to act against the )ulxblnd But s u no
hullly followed the grew im)
tient, placed her own lnwrpretltion on the
‘words of the medium and pr led to feed
. A physician
om the suffering guxblnd ‘went dis-
covﬂedwhltwnwmn and the woman was
and examined. She asserted that
lhe m! had_moved her, and was ve
ey committed to's public sanitarium,
rluzhml could be proved against the me-

another case in the Middle West a
bmker ‘was robbed of e!zhkrdzht Ihmulnd
dollm by 2 medmmhm-

attempted
e while theydopt.” Ko miscestod 1a
badly wounding two of his children, when
his wife woke and man
He was treaf
sanitariums and finally com
Public insane asylum neurably mad.  His
family was left in destitution.
Beveral years back & professor of music

A 00 n
him and easily got him to their sittings. In
order to render their work more effective
these plotters decided to work on this man
a game based on his two passions—music
and spiritism. Accordingly the stage was
set for him,

The crucial séance was given in two large
comnecting rooms with a wide door be-
tween. The professor lnd several shillabers
were seated about & round table in one
room. In the other was a grand piano at
Which was seated » highly sccomplahed
young woman pianist who s s said to pos-
e as that the

irits of great dead music w peared to
her and zuided her playing—a claim often

by
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°“§!' made by a long succession of spirit-
istie

The qu&n of this establishment blmad
herself about the two rooms and then tool

her position beside the professor, 'here
neither could see the musician in the next

room. professor was then to write the
names of piano selections he desired to hear.
Th ical medium g to out

what his wishes were through the spirits
and to play the selections, guided by the
maestro, whoever he

paration for_this séance the mu-
sical p fessor was thoroulhly looked up
and it wu found that he was a Brahms
enthusi It was now comparatively
simple to v ot et St pianist

n'uh

 of the Brahms piano
music. A little clever deduction guided her |
in selécting the pieces likely to be called
for. She shrewdly enough that a
musical professor in testing out an oceult
claim would call for the unusual and ob-
scure compositions of his favorite master

e o s

e memorized selections were now

written on a slip and numbered, the queen

and the mediumistic [pianist each com-

itting the list and corresponding num.
a8 next arrai

I
22
8
%
°_
i B
3
]
S
3
s_

on.
complicated but inobvious s
‘which looked hke part of the decorations of
the rooms was used for this purpose.

\uenl hand placed to the hair meant

imber One. Pllclngﬂ}-ner finger to her

mml(h lndlnled Two, and so on
through the list.

The End of the Tragedy

As explained, the queen sat beside the
professor in the séance and asked him to
write out on & tablet the musical pieces he

. Naturally the queen saw
what he wrote. He folded the 'ﬂtwn slip
and held it ﬁrmly in his hand, being asked
to concentrate his mind on !he name and

rsonality of the composer and the name
of the musieal comwmon Very lite
‘mediumisti

h was
enough to st the vokiota vl canma s bt

'he professor strained and concentrated,
trying to summon the spirit of the old lion
of Humburg. Suddenly the planit in the

ining Toom ‘o play. The s
tion was correct, the pl ym¢ lm!ll-t
Still the musician was not con:

involved_of the philosophic  composer's
music. It was Ermptly ortheoming.

3
t Olympian
Fie Guiet Austrian grave lot to a sordid side
street to convince an obscure pedagogue
of the truth of psychism.
musician may wonder how a professor
of music was so lightly deceived. Did the
irl at the piano play in e ot o a
Brahms of twenty, the heyerth Tl troand
flame, or the

lut icl
uuc guided the hands of the pianist? At
least one mly care to speculate.

The professor did not. It was a simple
matter to pluck him of about forty-two
thousand dollars by convincing him_ that
the spirits of departed relatives were being
summoned and adyising him as to his in-
vestments. When he lmmd hlmlall ruined
he woke to the fraud and drew back. He

iege the mediums with plead-
ings lnd threats. They laughed lt him,
Late one night he ap at the medium-
ut\clp-rlam wil lent. iy

doggedly.
T can't get back enough to save my honor
T must kill myself.”

He erplained that the spirits had ex-
tracted from him money that vas not his,

“You won't kill yoursell, T guess,” said
the spiritist queen, showing him back into
the night. “You fellows like yourselves too
well for that.”

‘Two days later the deluded music master
threw himselfinto the river and was swept
m land of 'T silent ghosts.

WhyNot Have Your
%allng?’/an/ Complefe ?

All the bother and annoyance connected with a
cold house in the morning are removed if your
heatin, p]ant is equipped with the “Little
Draft-Man” furnace regulator.

If you are installing a new heating plant, no
matter what the type, see that this dependable,
low-priced mechanual device is made a part of
it. You will have no trouble finding

Cl%e Little Draft- Man
“Furnace [§)] Regulator

as most prominent heating plant manufacturers endorse
and furnish it as part of their equipment. The differ-
ence in cost is only $15 east of the Rocky Mountai
With the “Little Draft-Man on the job it becomes un-
necessary to go near the heating plant except to give it
more fuel. You don't have to get up in the cold to open
the damper. Set the regulator at night and get up in a
warm house. To start or check the flow of heat during
the day, you simply turn the regulator handle.

‘TO HEATING EQUIPMENT DEALERS
ublkhh'l oﬂln:td o 8y te com;
Dttt e iprocto gl tom ey

prepared fo.
Fonats mandtacrurets will sapply the "Liccls Drafe-pio
1ator wich thelr furnaces: ooty e
Abram Cox Stove Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
‘Boynton Furnace Co., New York.

Stove Co., Richmond, Va.
‘Campbell Heating Co., Des Molnes, Iows.
ibben & Sexton Co., Chicago, 1.
i icags, li.
Homer Furnace Co., Coldwates, Mich,
Hood Furnace & Supply Co.
In feater
Hieater Co.
Mahoning Fo
Modern Way Purnace Co., Fort Ws

ate Stave Worke. Merison
"The A Stove €3, Detrat,
The Bar ll Co. A-hnhuu Ohto.
b Scove Co., Balcimere, Md.

Summit Foundry Co..
‘Sum;

The McClary Mg, Co.
Peninsuiar sm. Co., Chicago, Tll.
Unlted Sta aior Corporation, Detroit, Mich.

Heater Co Ugica. N ¥ Ve
Wm. H. Page Boller few York City, N. Y.

Write for our interesting folder, showing you how the " Little
Draft-Man" can be attached to your present heating equipment,
If your furnace dealer does not carry the
“Litle Draft-Man,” serite us and we will
send you ane post paid on receipt of price.

Sahlin Manufacturing Co.
21 Ortawa Ave., N. W.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
Canadian Distributors, McClary's, London, Ont.
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