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INTRODUCTION

In placing the “Evolution of Crude Spirit” before
our brother men we wish them to realize that our
conclusions have not developed through imaginary
conditions nor have they been built upon sandy
foundations but are the result of careful study to
learn the natural laws of life.

These laws have always existed although generally
ignored. We too often look upon them as of no
consequence and at the same time ready to criticise
our neighbors as we see how those laws are operating
upon their lives. '

It was through investigation and study that led us
to find a world existing about us that we did not, in
our younger days, know anything about. It was
these various investigations and studies that helped
us to find the simple natural laws of our being, and
from them we have learned that immortality in and
through the evolution of spirit, in the material body,
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- is a fact and not a myth. * .

In our evolution we should never allow our minds
to become biased nor permit the fanatical thought'
suggestions, given to us by a.representative of this
or that particular idea or hobby, to influence us in the
consideration of any question.

In expressing our thought learn that in usmg the
words supernatural, superstition, or superstitious,
~sinful or sinning, that they express the development
of immature and imaginative minds. If better under-
stood the word ignorance covers the whole situation.

Again when we use the word teacher or teachers
it means not only every school teacher but every
Priest, Minister, Clergyman, Rector or other person
exercising sacerdotal duties.

Selfishness and Fear are the two dominant condi-
tions that control the mind of every person. It is
from these two forces that each one of us must learn
the value of true companionship as well as to learn
the realities of character building.

The gradual development of the personality comes
through the environment of the individual. As we
learn to master ourselves through the two basic con-
ditions of selfishness and fear, so do we make our
character as we advance in years from childhood to
old age.
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If we, in the. following pages, have repeated any
“thought in various word formations, it has been done
to bring clearly to view the grand truth of our spirit-
ual birthright.

To be a material King 1s only for the moment. An
eternity of time follows this A.B.C. class of life. Re-
member that those who proclaim their special rights
only manifest the coarsest kind of selfishness. Their
- egotism blinds them to the fact that spirit is the life-
giving principle which permeates all nature, whether
visible or invisible. That we, in our material body,
are now individualizing our spiritual personality and
when our spiritual body leaves this material body we
will enter and continue in the spiritual world as we
have made ourselves here. And this is just as natural
as our material body was formed in our prenatal
condition.

If the classic metaphysical and philosophical words
are not used to meet some particular style of express-
ing our thought, that the reader may expect to find,
kindly throw the mantle of charity over the omissions
and find our thought world, which is the character
development of every individual.

JUSTE MILIEU.
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 5

WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT?

The first question one asks is—“\What is Crude
Spirit?” That we may start from a simple founda-
tion to find a reasonable answer to this question, let
us ask—*“What is Crude Iron; what is crude copper;
what is crude silver or gold? WWhat is it that is
formed into a brick but a part of the earth called
clay or crude clay?” Everything in its original or
virgin state is crude.

When we take any crude material and transform
it into any object that pleases the imagination we
have, in transforming that crude material, used our
thought (an unseen force) and moulded that thought
into the material article that expresses a new form of
material. But thought, the unseen force, was the
power that caused the transformation from the crude
to the useful.

As we try to analyze our own thought suggestions
so as to understand how that thought produces a
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6 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

suggestion, and that suggestion causes the action that
gives us the material evidence of thought force, we
soon find ourselves asking very awkward questions.
In fact, so awkward that those hearing the questions
will look at us in surprise and wonder if we are in
our right mind. But when they try to fathom and
answer those questions they find themselves unable
to frame an answer.

Everything in this world has developed from crude .

conditions and that development has come through
natural causes and through the unseen thought sug-
gestions from those spiritual personalities that are
in harmony with a. mind in a material body.

The fundamental law of nature (that gives to each
one of us the power to use a thought that will produce
another thought which is transformed into a living
individuality of character or soul making) is the Air
we breathe.

The Air is all powerful in its action but it is an
unseen force that every living thing is dependent
upon for its existence.

The character of every individual is the result of
the various thought suggestions (that one allows,
himself to use), to produce the actions which are in
evidence before our brother men.
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 1

It is the concatenation of a life from Crude Air, an
unseen force, into character, another unseen force,
which culminates in a completed personality, another
unseen force, called the soul. |

These concatenated conditions are all dependent
upon the Air we breathe and all are of the spiritual
unseen forces in and by which we live.

A draftsman, meditating, takes a piece of blue-

- print paper and a pencil and commences to draw lines

in various directions which are so complicated to one
looking on as to be confusing. The onlooker may
laugh as all that he can see is a confused lot of lines
and may ridicule the work that is being done. DBut
1gnoring all of it the draftsman keeps the men at work
and slowly the vision of his thought world is finally
completed as a material body and you see that ma-
terial body formed into a ship, and named the Maure-
tania, running from Liverpool to New York. Where
was that ship with all of its complicated machinery
twenty-five years ago? All in very crude conditions
in both the material and the thought world. Can
you see the thought force that produced that ship?
Can you take hold of the thought with your material
hands and understand its working upon the material
body?
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8 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

You may say that thought is something that is
trying to find a reason why it exists. But that
thought in its development takes crude material
and molds it to please that thought into a moving
force that exhibits the results upon crude matter
through that unseen developed thought of spiritual
conception. Finally, something from an unseen
thought power has been built up from crude material
and is standing before you that one might say was
brought out through a miracle while, as a matter of
fact, it is only the process and development of thought
(that unseen and intangible power), that we have
learned how to use, through natural laws.

Crude clay, when formed into bricks, represent our
thoughts which we can use, guide and turn them in
any direction we please. But before we had the
thought formed into an act it was transformed from
crude spirit, air, through our material brain and other
organs of the body in a regular way of development
the same as the brick was formed from crude clay.

Every thought we have had is placed and cemented
to other thoughts like bricks in a building. It is one
ceaseless moulding of characteristic bricks which we
are shaping and placing in our spiritual personalities.
The subtile and the 'subtle influence of each thought
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 9

is firmly fixed in the formation of our character or
personality. This similar to the bricklayer who places
brick after brick in a wall of a one or thirty-story
building. Each brick small in itself, is cemented to,
and becomes a part of, the thousands or millions of
other bricks in the walls of that building. In like
manner, we have placed millions of thoughts and acts
in the development of our character, and those
thoughts and acts will be our soul or spiritual person-
ality when we graduate from this primary school of
life. .

Bricks are not all alike. You may paint or white-
wash them in order to make them appear alike, still
their real character will remain the same. In a short
time the paint or whitewash wears away and then you
see them as they really are.

We may paint or whitewash the things we are
ashamed of. But neither paint nor whitewash will
change a single act or thought that has been cemented
into, and becomes a part of, our character building.

Crude spirit is the living, acting force that supplies
the spiritual and magnetic forces of the material body.
This in the air we breathe, in the various foods we
eat, as well as in the water we drink. It is the all-
powerful force in nature upon which every living
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10 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

thing depends for its life. It is so common that we
hardly ever think about it or give it any consideration
in our study of life. It is about us, in us and we 1n it,
every moment of time. It is an invisible ocean of
crude spiritual power in which we live and act like a
fish in an ocean of water. Without it life would never
manifest itself. Its force is so powerful that when it
is moving at the rate of one hundred miles an hour, it
is all one can do to withstand its force. Still the
earth 1s going its twenty-five thousand miles every
twenty-four hours. This is over one thousand miles
an hour and at this moment, where we are, it is a dead
calm. The earth traveling at this speed, has the air
going with it at the same speed, still you cannot see
the air, nor can you grasp it when you try to use
material force to bind or to hold it.

No one can tell of its movements. But if it is held -
in bondage it soon becomes poisonous and dangerous
to use. It is like water in its power to renew itself,
for if it is kept moving it is always renewing its life-
giving principles, but if allowed to become stagnant
it becomes impure, and neither water nor air can he
used when in stagnant conditions. For years the
writer has taken the position that the air we breathe
is spirit in its crude or virgin state.
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 1

This crude spiritual force co-operating through the
lungs with the material brain creates thought which
is another unseen but active force which is the con-
trolling power that shapes the character as well as
the body of every human being. What we think is
the first cause of every act and that first cause be-
comes a part of our character which is another unseen
and intangible force which is the subconscious part
of our lives which, to the material eye, is another un-
seen and intangible force which is, in reality, char-
_acter or soul building. |

This crude spiritual force is always seeking natural
avenues through which to develop itself in some ma-
terial form. It may be in some plant, flower or thorn.
It may be in some vine, bush or tree. It may be in
some fish, bird, animal or man, but each one will be
in its proper environment and each a part in the
natural formation of its life-giving power.

He or she that masters the material, selfish and
animal desires is transforming his or her material
body into one that is spiritual while the spirit remains
in the material body.

‘It was this transforming power that was exem-
plified in the life of Christ, an example that no one
in history has equalled.
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12 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

It 1s quite common for some earnest students to
draw fine distinctions between the soul and the spirit-
ual personality or body. As a matter of fact, there
can be no such distinction for the soul and the spirit-
ual body are one and the same spiritual personality.

The spark of life is evident as the babe takes its
first breath and begins its spiritual and material evo-
lution. As that babe is guided and takes thought of
itself, so does its material and spiritual personality
develop.

If the spiritual part of our nature is being culti-
vated through the ideals of the unseen spiritual, then
our spiritual perceptions broaden and we better
understand our spiritual personality. If the material
side of our nature has been given the precedence, then
our spiritual personality or character has taken on
that material condition and the spiritual ideals have
been smothered through those material desires, but
the spiritual character or personality is the soul as
then developed.

The soul is the all of our living. It develops
through the desires of material or spiritual ideals into
the one spiritual personality. In another analysis the
soul is the development of character. The spiritual
personality we evolve is the counterpart of our
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT ' 13

thoughts and acts as we develop that character from
our environments, thoughts and acts.

The man with one talent who, through indifference
and neglect, did not improve what he had is an illus-
tration of our mental propensities. We are all co-
workers. The man who ignores his responsibilities
to other co-workers shows that he is not a co-worker
and he has to step one side to make room for one who
does his wiork cheerfully and earnestly.

The truth concerning our responsibility for the
building of our spiritual personality is clearly given
to us not only in the Bible, but by every true and
noble thought-giver who has helped us to see our-
selves and our responsibility for ourselves as we have
entered the sacred chambers of the soul.

It is back in the Sixteenth Century that we see it
credited to one Edmond Spencer as being the author
of these two lines:

“For of the soul the body form doth take
For soul is form and doth the body make.”

It is such suggestions as these that have been
planted in the thought world that leads us into the
fields of spiritual idealism where we can find the truth
of our evolution from crude spirit into a spiritual
personality.
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14 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

This air, crude spirit, contains so many and various
ingredients that when analyzed one finds that it con-
tains the most powerful forces in nature.

Think of setting wheels in motion that will con-
centrate from the air the electricity that is used hun-
‘dreds of miles from the place where it is concentrated
or made. | |

Think of the power of air that, when in circular
motion, will create a tornado or a typhoon and when -
in that condition, will twist and tear trees from their
roots. Even then, when its power is so clearly dem-
onstrated, we can only see the results of its action but
never the air itself. Here, in the air we breathe, is a
force, a life-giving element not equalled by any other
force or power in all nature. |

Are we claiming too much when we say that here
is the foundation of spirit in its crude condition and
in that crude condition we have existed and waited to
develop our spiritual personality and this in co-opera-
tion with our material body?

That we are evolving a character or soul from this
crude spirit through our material body?

That we receive thought suggestions from both the
spiritual and material and from those suggestions we
take the ideal spiritual thought or the low selfish
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 15

material thought and weave those thought sugges-
tions into our character or soul building and make
them a part of our individuality, not only for today
but for all time? | |

This spiritual law is a natural law and has its roots
in an unfathomable past and its branches penetrate
into a limitless future.

Were we a part of the unfathomable past? When
we answer “yes” we must consider that we were in
that limitless field of inert spiritual force waiting for
our opportunity to advance and become spiritually
individualized through the co-operation of the spirit-
ual and material magnetic forces in the material body.

Will we be a living spiritual body, the embodyment
of our personality in the limitless future?

The same law which enveloped and evolved us from
the inert to the active material personality will always
be present with us. In fact, we are a part of the active
force which we receive from the spiritual and mag-
netic inert forces while in this material body.

The magnetic forces of the material body develop
from the inert into a distinct material and spiritual
personality and that personality will represent us and
we will be known through it and go hand in hand with
it through all eternity.
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16 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

Our daily living, thinking, acting, speaking and
example enters into this process of individualizing
our material body and this places us in form, thought,
word, act and manner, the same as we have molded
and formed them into our character, our soul, our
spiritual personality, precisely as we have placed them
in our individual lives.

Our individual selves will stand as distinct and
clearly identified and separate there as we are here.

As we breathe this air into our lungs we are
shaping our character, our soul and our material body
through the thought then in our mind. If the thought
is—“I do not feel well,” etc., etc.,—then the reality of
sickness soon appears in the body.

When the thought is a desire in any direction it
directly affects the material body, for every nerve
answers by adding new energy to the effort of creat-
ing new conditions about us.

If the thought is one of selfishness so is the im-
print of that thought moulded into our character.

If the thought is one of indifference and a “don’t
care anything about the result,” then you see the
character developing a listless indifference that is
repelling even to the most listless when they see that
character developing in others.
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 17

If the thought is to enjoy a good time at the
expense of another or it is other thoughts that lead
to gossip, criticism, or the using of unkind words, all
each and every one are clearly placed in the individual
characteristics of the one allowing those thoughts.

“Birds of a feather flock together.” So will the
various characters in a natural way flock together
who have a similar desire for the same conditions.

One of the most simple problems in character
development is the intemperance question. Here,
you find one who is disgusted with his environment
while his neighbor is so delighted with his oppor-
tunity to satisfy his animal appetites that he can
never be satisfied until he is “soaked.”

No clearer example of the power of thought that
lies back of the outward act can be as clearly seen,
and its value in character development so vividly
expressed, as in that man who sacrifices himself, as
well as degrading his family and friends, through his
thoughtless support of one of the greatest evils in
this world. Whether it is using alcohol or other
narcotics the results are the same.

The power of thought shapes the desires and acts
of every human being and they (thoughts, acts and
words) are stamped into the foundation of our char-
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18 : EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

‘acter building as firmly as the Rock of Gibraltar.
You see crude spirit developing in the blade of
~ grass, in the tree, the dog, the horse, and every living
thing. Have we any right to say that we are the only
its in the universe of space? ~

No two persons are alike. At birth each one has
“a small portion of spiritual force within them called
the soul. The spirit is planted within us, like a seed
in the ground, to grow and as it develops it will rep-
resent our personality. It is a living germ waiting
upon us for its spiritual food to give it strength and
power. It is pure and ideal and will develop grand
and noble characteristics if properly guided in 1ts
spiritual and material environment.

With a large number, this germ always remains a
germ, never waking up to its spiritual opportunities,
but always suppressed and smothered by the animal
and selfish propensities pertaining to the material
body, and therefore they never open their spiritual
eyes—in other words they are never born again but
live to gratify their material desires.

This germ of spiritual force (a germ spiritual in a
material body) can be developed, educated, evolved
into a living spiritual personality of thought, memory,
emotion and working intelligence by our personal
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT | 19

effort in living communication with the higher ideals .
and spiritual realities within our environment. If
neglected or ignored it not only remains dormant but
becomes stagnant, while the body, fed by animal
forces, craves every selfish desire to satisfy its lust-
ful propensities.

Step by step it deadens the spiritual ideals until
they become like clay. “Eyes have we, but we see
not; ears have we, but we hear not.” . Full of selif-
important egotistical ignorance we kill by inches our
subconscious self so that our conscience is unable to
act and we can see no other relation in our environ-
ment but our material desires. The existence of a
spiritual world within and around us.is a complete
blank for we have disconnected the two conditions by
our own one-sided thought development.

The spiritual and animal magnetic forces work in
harmony when both are intelligently guided to ele-
vate, purify and strengthen both the spiritual and
material body and both are dependent, one upon the
other, in the development of our character or spiritual
personality. Neglect of either injures both. But the
neglect of the spiritual is worse in its results as that
will lead to spiritual decay.

When the spirit is the all important thought it will
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20 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

aid, by its power over all material forces, in protecting
its temporary home—the material body. But often,
very often, the over zealous spiritual student will go
so far in that one-sided direction that the material
body is made to suffer through the one-sided spiritual
development, and by our own neglect we weaken the
material body. |

Natural law is all and in all, both spiritual and
material. Both work to the one end of evolving the
ideal material and spiritual body. But both are
changeable and are controlled by and under the
power and influence of our own will force. This will
force will land us in a quagmire of thoughtlessness
or up to the mountain tops of earnest desire to help -
us in finding the better side of our material and
spiritual nature.

Why did Luther and Wesley have the power to
change the spiritual thought of the people? Why
does Mr. Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army,
take such a prominent position in arresting the atten-
tion of the religious world? Simply because they, by
their teachings and by their living example, placed in
evidence that their thought world was not confined
to the temporary material body in which we now live.
But every word and every act, that has been in evi-
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 21

dence to the material eye and sense, has been to
impress upon us the value of our spiritual birthright.

They continually brought the highest subtile and
ideal truths of spiritual development clearly to the
minds of the people and they always made the
material forces secondary to the spiritual ideals. It
is their successors, the same as the successors of
Christ, who have added their own methods to the
working machinery and have given us these various
plans in working out our spiritual evolution. Every
man or woman who has ever helped another to find
their spiritual ideal has ignored and cast aside every
formality and has given plain simple truths in a plain
simple way.

Their great effort has been to show that creeds,
ists, isms, forms, ceremonies, or following any par-
ticular set of rules formulated to guide one through
the intricate paths of life, lead only to spiritual decay.

Many of our teachers are limited in their spiritual
development. With them the material magnetic
forces are more powerful than the spiritual and they
forever work to please the material eye and sense.
They blindly assume a superior position and through
their superficial knowledge of spiritual and material
conditions lead their people hither and thither with
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22 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

an assumed spiritual authority that is so childish that
one is disgusted at the exhibition.

In the past some of those teachers have formulated
certain forms and ceremonies for conducting church
services, claiming that they were restoring the forms
and ceremonies inaugurated by the Apostles. If, as
those leaders claim, the Apostles adopted any such
forms and ceremonies, who gave them the authority?

When you investigate this matter you find that
there is no foundation whatever for such a claim.
But even if it were true, why do they use the poor
fishermen, Apostles, as the leaders in that foolish
piece of work and not refer directly to the example
- and teachings of Christ' who was and is the master
teacher of each and every one of them, both the
Apostles and the divines who claim to represent Him

and speak for and in His name?
- How sadly true it is that—"“When the blind lead
the blind they both fell into the ditch.” The arrogance
of these teachers in claiming a knowledge of spiritual
things as their God-given right with authority to
use as they wish, and their brother men unable to
comprehend these simple truths, is humiliating to the
last degree. When one considers this condition it is
not surprising that the weeds of rank ignorance come
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WHAT IS CRUDE SPIRIT 23

very near swamping us in the quagmires of spiritual
decay. - ’ |
It is such material minds that are always doubtful
about immortality and ready to questin the state-
ments of those who have passed through various
experiences until they have become satisfied of the
‘truths about the evolution of a spiritual personality
and that it 1s all a natural condition which all
humanity has to pass through. It was this same
material mind that could not understand Socrates
when he faces death in absolute confidence of his
immortality. Even in that trying hour he frankly
states to those about him: “Did I not think that I
should go to dwell in the company not only of Gods
wise and good but also of men that have died better
than these here on earth, I should be wrong in not
feeling sorry at my approaching death. But as it is,
be assured that I trust to join the society not only of
good men but that I shall go to abide with God.”
Will the reader consider when these words. were used
Socrates was on earth over twenty-four hundred
years now passed, and then consider how these
thoughts expressed in other words, but as earnestly
stated, as if by a Socrates, and then find their state-
ments looked upon as coming through some delusion.
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SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL MAGNETISM

Never in the world’s history has spiritual law been
so universally studied and investigated by all classes
of the people as it is today.

When we enter this field of thought there are so
many who have taken the full power into their hands
and claim their supreme sovereignty, that we have to
move carefully so as not to break the threads of truth
running through these barnacles of superior selfish-
ness.

Spiritual law, like electricity, is a living force that
is about and within us every moment of time. In
fact no life can exist without it. It is a masterly power
when the proper relations are maintained between
the subconscious self, which is the soul or character
of the individual and the material body through the
active influence of the will force. This subconscious
self is sensitive, subtile and subtle to the slightest
degree. Its operation and effect upon material forces
is not considered as valuable or important because
its active power is invisible, but it is the fundamental
principle and active force of the thought world.

~The material forces are so plainly demonstrated as
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SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL MAGNETISM 26

being beyond the power of man to master that when
we come to the stronger spiritual powers we overlook
their true value.

The lower forms of life (called material, because
they are evident to the material eye) are subject to,
and under the control of, the higher spiritual law.
This is demonstrated in our every day life when our
subconscious self (the spiritual) is united with our
material self through our will power and when these
forces are united in one harmonious effort we can use
and mold all material matter.

Those people who have these spiritual gifts and use
them continually do not understand why every one is
not possessed of the same powers and should not use
their own spiritual gifts. To them their gift is so
natural that they suppose it is the common property
of every one. They have known of their gift from
childhood. To them it is a natural law but beyond
them to explain it to others, although it is their
spiritual birthright.

Every human being has more or less of the spiritual
and material magnetic forces within their personality.
Each one of us shows in which direction we are
drifting through our thought expressions and the
general trend of our daily living. ‘
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If we are spiritually inclined we will show it in our
expressions of sympathy for others. We often see it
in evidence when some kind action is shown in pro-
tecting and caring for those about us who are so
situated that they are dependent upon others.

If we are materially inclined we show it in our
indifference to the rights of others and we ridicule’
the spiritually inclined by calling them childish, .
‘womanish, weak-hearted, and hundreds of other silly
expressions. “Live for today, for tomorrow we die”
is as far as their thought extends and they look upon
the spiritually inclined as foolish and blind.

It is in the separation of these two forces (the
opposite way in which they produce ultimate results
in our growth) that the material thinker and worker
fails to see the grand and noble side of his ever-living
self; fails to see that the spiritual part of himself is
now being smothered by his material thoughts and
acts, and that he is individualizing himself in his
material ideals and fails to see that he is deliberately
burying himself in material desires and selfishness.

These spiritual and material forces are in a neutral,
dormant state in infancy and work to a harmonious
end if we use them both for our spiritual and material
benefit. But we can, by our own selection and use,
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make either of them the dominant factor in our lives.

When we use both of these forces to meet the
ideals of character building then we know, through
intuition, the active force of our subconscious self,
when either is abused or neglected for they put out a
thought signal to warn us of our thoughtless steps
from the path of true knowledge and honorable living.

The center of magnetic activity in uniting the
spiritual and material forces in the material body is
through the brain. This is the breeding ground for
thought suggestions which each one of us plants in
the soil of character building. '

Every impure thought breeds an impure desire.
When we allow such thoughts to so control us that
we satisfy the desire, then the thought seed has taken
on a living principle in the soil of our character or
soul building. When we gratify that desire by plant-
ing more seeds of that same thought suggestion, we
are committing moral suicide and not only are we
allowing our ideals and character to become dwarfed
but we are undermining the very citadel of the soul
and this to such an extent that it is open to breed
within ourselves every disease that the material body
is subject.to.

The gratifying of any impure thought destroys, to
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that extent, the purity of the spiritual and thereby
pollutes the home of the soul. Every such impure
thought acts upon our material body and weakens its
resisting power against the various diseases that
attack the material body as well as its spiritual force.
Continue with that selfish and impure thought and
gradually the material body loses its material and
spiritual powers. But if we live above our material
desires and keep the spiritual ideals always in the
ascendant and master the impure and selfish, then we
spiritualize the material body and become the spirit-
ual masters of our environment.

It was this development in the life and character
of Christ that made Him our great teacher and master
of the material conditions and having spiritualized
His material body, that body was then the expression
of His spiritual growth and power over material
things.

The spiritual pertains to educating and developing
the immortality of the spiritual body, which body is
the expression of our thought, act and habits devel-
oped into characteristics during the time the spirit
is developing in this material body.

The material desires conflict with the spiritual
ideals and they work only for the present material
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good without considering the rights due to the
spiritual. We suffer both spiritually and materially
when we allow any conflict to arise between these
forces. |

Satisfying the material desires through the various
forms of selfishness develops our ambition to every
expression of material power and we become so
absorbed in our efforts to excel others in our material
race for leadership, that we recognize no other force
in life as its equal. When we, with our will power,
unite these two forces, the spiritual and the material,
in one harmonious effort, thus creating a trinity of
action in our personality, we can control thought
action as well as living material matter. But when
the trinity is broken and we use either of these forces
to the detriment of the other, or abuse and neglect
either one of them, then we have an imperfect result,
and so clearly defined is the imperfection that we
severely condemn ourselves for our weakness and
ignorance.

Have we ignored our spiritual development in our
efforts to follow our material selfishness into the by-
ways of profits, vulgar display of material or spiritual
authority over others, or of material adornment and
luxurious surroundings? Have we so used our will
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powers that we become indifferent to our responsi-
bilities in helping to make this world better while we
are in this A. B. C.-class of life?

If these questions are the foundation stones that
we have been working into our personality (and
unfortunately this is too much in evidence in every
department of life), then the law of material force
has been our magnet and it has given us an abnormal
development upon that side of our nature while the
spiritual magnet, with its equal power in our child-
hood days, has had no opportunity to express its
living force within us. In fact, we have smothered
it by our indifference and neglect. .

If we recognize the laws governing our lives and
only follow the leading of that one which pleases and
satisfies our desires and do not modify that desire by
‘the use of our will force brought into action through
the knowledge we have obtained as to our relations
with other laws, then we have a natural result in the
formation of our character—an imperfect personality.

If we are ignorant of any laws about us, then we
blindly follow our desires and whims without the
restraining influence that knowledge brings to us.
It is the knowledge of ourselves in our environment
that produces our individuality, and that individuality
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is molded by our own force of will and our character
is developed as we guide that thought. Take that
thought with you into any department of life you
may please to select and you will find that each one
has evolved his or her own personality and the expres-
sion of their thoughts are given upon the level of their
attainments.

This is the clearest kind of evidence that develop-
ment i1s a natural law, that each one of us i1s over-
shadowed and immersed in the great ocean of inert
spiritual force. That the growth, development and
evolution of man is simply the growth, development
and evolution of the spirit. Our present development
is but the placing of a fractional part of our ideals
into an active personality.

To practically teach, we must practically live—not
in any namby-pamby, half foolish way, but openly
and frankly like men among men, and make it evident
that common honesty in every detail of our relations
with others is the vital and important question that
should always guide us. And through that school
of character making, learn that it is the true, unselfish
and noble ideals which develop our spiritual magnetic
forces. . _

- It is true that this material body is attracted to its
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natural element of material raiment, food and luxuri-
ous home conditions. The glitter and show of the
material factors in life which are produced to please
the eye and taste will, at times, take possession of our
faculties and, for the moment, we are as toys and
playthings tossed .about at the will and whim of our
material impulses. But after the material storm has
passed, after the feasting and the “hail fellow well
met” hour is over, and the realities of life once more
resume their usual course, then the sham and shallow-
ness of it all comes upon us with such a force that any
earnest student will be convinced that this material
body must be guarded and protected if it is to be the
home of our spiritual development.

This temporal body must have food and water, it
must be protected by clothing and it must be shel-
tered. But if these necessary material things are
allowed to dominate us in our acts and habits, we are
simply buried in gluttony and sensualism and our
selfishness finds expression in our pride and vanity.

It is through the attractions of the material forces
that we clip the wings of the soul and fetter our

spiritual growth so that we never reach the godlike
ideals ever before us.

Our ideals are there, beckoning us to come up to
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them. We struggle to reach them and earnestly
work for them but, in a moment of time, the thought
shuttle changes over to some selfish desire and we
awake to find ourselves switched off upon some side
track where we are obliged to wait to have our
spiritual ticket renewed.

Has the thought ever passed through your mind
that it was in all these material desires and varied
experiences that Christ was so severely tempted?
That He, like ourselves, came under their influence
and power? That it was in His study of the profes-
sional religionists, noticing their style of living and
comparing it with their wordy and loud protestations
to the people of how to live true and honest lives, that
led Him to become so severely critical towards them?
That when the temptation became too powerful He
withdrew to quiet places to renew His spiritual forces
and thereby be able to continue His mastery over
Himself? Have you noticed in your study of His life
that it was after having been alone with His spiritual
friends that His grandest demonstrations of spiritual
power were displayed?

We place these few questions here for the purpose
of setting our thoughts to work and see if they will
help us find the true character of Christ as our
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Brother, and finding the reason, understand why He
proved Himself to be the greatest spiritual teacher
the world has ever known.

Experience teaches us that the terrible result to
body and soul comes through trying to please a desire -
of the material body. It also teaches that body, soul
and will power suffer when the body is not properly
guarded and protected. Our first duty is to make our
will force co-operate with our spiritual and material
forces and create a trinity of magnetic power working
as one harmonious whole.

When we study this side of nature we find one who
is all will power.- Spirit and material are both subject
to its dominant force, and both must acknowledge
this one power as the supreme Godhead.

Start your thought shuttles and analyze these
forces and you will find that both spirit and material
are in revolt against this one power which claims its
supreme authority over all other forces. Watch the
action upon the body, for we can see that with our
material eye, and we see that the body begins to droop
and become exhausted in its efforts to follow the un-
reasonable demands of the will. Now the will itself
begins to show a weakness, a reaction from the over-
burdened body, and it also droops and now exhausted
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gives up the battle. Really the will power had been
fighting against itself for in the end it exhausted
itself.

Here is another earnest, strong character with a
.strong will power, with every faculty used with the
keenest insight in illustrating his pet theory that the
stomach is the supreme Godhead.

That it guides us in constructing our thought and
dominates our every act, habit, and characteristic.
Talk to him about the divine ideals and his answer is
that all is produced from the action of the stomach.
Speak about will power and thought affecting the
material body and that the action of the secretions,
in their work of keeping the body in a normal con-
dition will react under certain fixed laws of nerve
action and create an abnormal condition, and he looks
upon us in a manner which expresses his pity for our
ignorance and immediately takes us in hand and pro-
ceeds to enlighten us upon the action of the stomach
in making character. |

That all thought, action and development comes
from the material body through the stomach. He
mixes a little philosophy of spiritual and material
matter with the will power of his earnest personality
and he unloads a deluge of words upon us which rise
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no higher in his thought than his stomach.

When we smile, as he illustrates his pet ideal, he
becomes vehement and expresses himself in very
plain terms about the little thought that is given to
place the stomach in its right relation to the people
in lifting them up to a higher manhood. Not one
moment is lost by him in running his visionary
thought factory to its full limit and he talks himself
out of our presence with a self-conscious expression
of his superior wisdom and of our imbecility.

The stomach has its place as one of the organs of
the body and is the all important organ in digesting
- the food for the whole body, but no more important
than the heart, lungs or other organs, for each has
its place and all are important.

Here is another who is all spirituality and recog-
nizes no other factor in the growth and development
of our material body but spirit. If our material body
is out of harmony and diseased, it is because the
spiritual part of ourselves has been neglected. If
we but restore the spiritual to its proper standard of
purity, then our material body will become pure and
be restored to its normal condition. It makes no
difference as.to the diseased condition of the body
nor how foolishly we may have abused it by our con-
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duct nor does it require any other attention than the
spirit to bring that body into harmony and restore it
to its normal condition of health and purity.

It is this one-sided development that produces a
serious rut in our character. To make natural law
effective we must use the whole law and not a part
of it.

Only one Man in all of history has lived up to that
requirement and the results of that life were in daily
evidence. Even His disciples failed in their united
efforts to cure some of the sick who came before
them and it was a surprise to them when Jesus arrived
and cured the afflicted by a simple command.

This spiritual law will produce wonderful results
when united with our will power. But to apply it
as a purely spiritual force under the added stimulus
of our will power and ignore the magnetic force of
the material body by calling it spiritual, will not give
the same result that we would receive if we recog-
nized the added force of the magnetic material power,
co-operating with the spiritual, to assist in restoring
the material body to health.
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THE MAGNETIC FORCE OF THE
MATERIAL BODY

As we breathe, or take crude spirit, air, or atmos-
phere, into our lungs, we are using the living and
acting powers of oxygen and hydrogen with other
ingredients in the air, and from these various ingre-
dients we take, while that air is in the lungs, the
living force that gives the vital powers to the material
body. It is then exhaled as dead material although
its life is immediately restored when it again comes
in contact with the fresh and unused atmosphere.

This life-giving principle, taken into the lungs, as
well as the food we eat,-is used by the organs of the
material body as it is placed in circulation through
the blood, and these create a magnetic power that
supplies the wasted energies of the body. After the
lungs use this magnetic power from the air it leaves
a sediment which is absorbed by the nervous system
and other tissues of the body. |

This dead magnetism is the fundamental cause of
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every disease and other trouble of the human animal.
We can increase the quantity of that dead magnetism,
through our thought world and methods of living,
until the body becomes so overloaded with it that the
organs cannot work and then the graduation day, or
the end of their material world follows as a natural
result of their method of living. Some call it death.

The one great force through all nature is spirit.
“Every living, moving thing has that power within it.
In the birth and development of all matter it is the
active force of spirit that moves into new forms and
environments, but it never acts alone. It requires
the support and co-operation of every by-product
produced through that force, which works under and
through its influence, to assist in the growth and pro-
tection of any and every spiritual and material body.

To restore this material body of ours to a normal
state of health when it is in a diseased condition
caused by our own abuse or neglect, requires not only
the spiritual but also every material magnetic force
that will co-operate with the spiritual in assisting and
protecting nature at every exposed point of weakness.

When we bring the material body into right rela-
tions with the spiritual, we produce a harmonious
action which will, through our will force, bring us
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back where we can find and see ourselves. But we
lose one-third of our power in some directions, and
nearly all of it in other directions, when we utilize
one force and through our will power try from that
one force to supply another power which natural law
plainly speaks to us and says that it will not be
ignored nor diverted from its proper magnetic con-
nections with the other forces.

By reversing our loose methods of living and over-
coming the desires of our unworthy thoughts and
acts we will restore the material body to its normal
and healthful condition. When we unite the spiritual
and material forces under the dominant power of the
will creating a trinity of effort, the three working in
harmony for a true ideal, then the natural result will
be the ideal development of character.

Natural law is firmly fixed and rigid in its require-
ments. We may use any one part of the force that
works through all nature and we will receive the
benefit of what we use so far as it works in harmony
with the whole law, although we may use it ignor-
antly as to its relation with any other part of that
law, but we will not receive the benefit of any other
part of that law which requires a co-operation of the
three conditions to receive the full benefit of that law:
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To make an independent, active, spiritual body
requires the spiritual force positive and the material
force negative, united under our personal will force,
and these develop an independent material body,
which body, in its finality, will be our personal
spiritual body.

Electricity permeates all space and all material
matter, but the eye cannot see it. To produce electric
power we must have material dynamos, batteries and
wires to generate and concentrate the electric force.

Then we have the air, which is electric power in its
crude condition. But both are dormant, practically
useless and worthless as an active energy until we
unite them under our personal will power, the power
which makes the machinery and puts that machinery
in motion. Then from the active co-operation of the
three we produce electric power, which we have con-
centrated from air, and developed it into a living,
acting, invisible force which will move or destroy any
material body.

It is the harmonious working of each and every
part that produces a perfect result. Every electrician
knows how easy it is to disconnect and destroy the
power which is under his control. But to obtain that
power every care has to be exercised to keep the con-
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nections 1in perfect order.

If this be true of electric force, how much more
prudent must we be in keeping the proper relations
between these two more subtile, not subtle, of all
forces, the spiritual and the material magnetic, that in
evolving our spiritual personality a perfect result may
be obtained.

The sensitive action of these two forces is suscept-
ible to our will power, for a thought will change a
person’s actions and modify the character instantly.

This is true in electrical force, for when we allow
any part of the working mechanism to overdo its
share of the work, then danger signals instantly
appear. |

If we use each and every law of nature in its proper
place we will produce a perfect result, but- let us
overdo any part and danger signals are before as well
.as behind us. '

The doctor, who opened his library for us to use,
would always express his thought through sugges-
tions to impress upon the minds of his patients the
importance of changing their habits in order to help
them over their weaknesses. This suggestion is very
old. We heard it over sixty years ago and presume
it has gone around the world and now in general
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use, but it should be repeated to every one in order
for them to learn some of the laws that are always
with us.

The Doctor admired a young man who was the
leading athlete of the town. This athlete became
acquainted with a young lady of about his own age
who was the athlete in her class. In a short time they
married. Within six months both of them were visit-
ing the Doctor for his advice. It was this, that or
something else that was always out of tune. Within
two years a baby arrived that appeared to have taken
the vitality of both parents, for its general condition
would have pleased the most ardent supporter of
eugenics. One day the former athlete came in for
some advice about a nervous breakdown. This is a
term that is used in a general way. The Doctor
turned around in his chair and in a very friendly
manner remarked:

“Yes, yes, I know. You see I have been studying
the conditions of your home ever since you were
married. You and your wife were both strong and
vigorous in mind and body. You have both drifted
and have not used the rudder of common sense to
guide your boat of character building. Now you are
wondering as to what is the best thing to do for your
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nervous condition. My advice is that you take the
first train for any country place that you prefer to
visit. Walk in any and every direction. Take all
the sleep you can at any and all hours. The nervous
system is recuperated through sleep and through use
of the lungs to obtain the benefits from the air.
Therefore, keep up your breathing exercises in order
to keep your lungs in proper condition.” Yes, Doctor,
that sounds well, but what about my wife and baby?”
“Well, send her to another town a hundred miles
away from you and give her a chance to walk and
sleep. You both need the same tonic but in different
places.” |
After he left we asked the Doctor, “What do you
believe he will do?” The Doctor replied, “Well, no
one can tell, but there was so-and-so who was in the
same condition. He followed my suggestion and
remained away for over six months. When he re-
turned he came in and said, ‘Well, Doctor, I never
appreciated that suggestion of yours until T was
walking in the country and saw a flock of sheep
jumping over a stone wall into another field. It was
as fine a sight as any I had ever witnessed. The last
one was the master and father of them all but when
he came to that wall his calculations did not work for
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he did not go over. This surprised me and I stopped
and watched him as he tried and tried again to jump
over that wall. It was then that your suggestion
came vividly to my mind that what he needed was a
tr1p to the country where he could walk and sleep for
six months.””

We do not have to break all the laws of nature to
stop any machine, divine or human. When we break
any one of those laws or we forget or ignore any one
of them, danger signals will be put out to warn us of
our improper methods.

If we have placed any imperfections in our char-
acter there they will remain and all the will power
we possess cannot erase or change the record we
have inscribed. Let us again repeat that we have
made ourselves by our daily living; that it is our
spiritual house and a living representation of our indi-
vidual efforts and develoment in our material body,
and through that body will our spiritual body and
personality be eternally established.
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' ZOROASTER THE NATURALIST

To make the evolution or development of man more
clearly evident let us consider what science has devel-
oped in the history of the various religions in all
parts of the world and see if we overstate the situa-
tion when we have frankly expressed our conclusions
as above outlined. It was and is, at the present time,
“the all important thing to find young men and women
who would go to distant places to act as missionaries
in saving the heathen world and bring those people
over to Christianity.

Never will we forget asking the question—“Who
are the heathen and where are they to be found?”—
“Why! child alive, they are those poor people in India
and China who have such peculiar beliefs about rein-
carnation, transmigration and ancestral worship of
the dead, and nearly all of them never heard of Christ
or Christianity and it is our first duty to help those
poor people find the truth that they are immortal
beings.” Then followed a reading up and a study of
the various religious beliefs of those people so as to
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have some knowledge about them and why they did
not know all about Christianity and why they had
been left in ignorance regarding their eternal life.
As we studied and opened up our thought world to
the conditions as they exist in those Eastern nations,
we found that there are as many imaginary beliefs
and as many ists, isms and egotistical hobbies,
advanced by the various leaders to save the people
from their sins, as we have here in this so-called
Center of Civilization, thiss Western World.
Through the misty conditions there existing, which
are various and confusing, there stand out in bold
relief the teachings of one of the greatest in all India,
Zoroaster the Naturalist. We name him as a Natur-
alist, for all of his thought suggestions are based upon
common sense foundations that will stand the test of
a study of natural laws. Zoroaster appears upon the
scene in the history of religious thought in India—so
far back in time that few in our Western World can
be sure of the year of his birth or just when he was
upon Earth in his material body—but it is stated to
be about one to two thousand years before Christ was
born and between three and fifteen hundred or more
years before Buddha was born. The principal point
upon which he based his thought suggestions for the
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continuance of life, was that every thought and act
followed from one to another in the development of
our character; that life is one continued whole and
what we do here will also be a part of ourselves when
we pass from our material body into the next
although ever present world.

There is no selfish thought suggestion about at-
taining the position of a perfect being by using the
personal rights belonging to others, as suggested
through reincarnation and transmigration, but it is
one continual evolution which step by step leads one
on to immortality in a simple manner that can be
easily followed and understood as a natural result
from preceding conditions.

The thinkers and leaders in the world of thought,
who have tried to find the natural laws of the evolu-
tion of spirit, have been those who have lived in a
quiet, reserved manner among the people. Their
influence has broadened out and their thought sugges-
tions have been more earnestly assimulated by the
people after they have passed from the material body
on into the spiritual body. Their influence upon the
minds of the people after their graduation or so-called
death, reaches out into fields beyond their few ac-
qaintances who were their companions while in their
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material body.

This does not apply to any one or a dozen persons
more or less known in the world or to any city, town
or village in which they spent the early years of their
lives, but it applies to every human being who has
been here in the past, and now graduated into the
higher class of life, or one who is a living, developing -
personality here today, or may be here at any time
in the future. That is, if, and a very large if, the eu-
genic and birth control manipulators will permit any
one to be here.

The thought suggestions, advanced by Zoroaster,
have developed a religious body of believers who are
the deeper students of the evolution of immortality,
and therefore very conservative in their position be-
fore the people. (Zoroastrianism in India is some-
what like our Unitarianism here in the Western
World.) |

That body of believers has a large and growing
influence in the East although not as large a body
of believers as those who follow Buddhism. Like all
select bodies that are looked upon as of the higher
cast, Zoroastrianism is more confined to the earnest
students where the reality of things takes the prece-
dence over those that merge into the imagination.
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When one tries to wade through the built-up imag-
inary beliefs that exist in this world of ours, and tries
to find the solid foundation upon which all of them
are built, he or she will soon learn how slender the
thread is that holds them to the fountain head. In
fact, it is so slender that it is the fundamental cause
of so many being indifferent to their environment in
their character building.

Out of the millions of believers of Zoroastrianism
in the bygone ages, there now remains the devout
followers known as the Parsis. Kapadia gives the
age of Zoroaster as about fifteen hundred years be-
fore the birth of Christ.

While Zoroaster laid a foundation that will stand
for all time, still the religion of the East, that is now
prominent with the people, is Buddhism.

In the study of the various religions of the world,
both Zoroastrianism and Buddhism lead one on and
up to ancestral worship—in one word, spiritualism—
which is the central truth of all religions. The more
one learns about ancestral worship, the clearer one
finds the road that ends upon the same mountain top
and there finds that all of our forefathers and friends
are now alive as spiritual personalities and that they
are nearer to us now than we realize.
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BUDDHA, THE MYSTIC.

Was the author and founder of that wonderful
religion of the East, called Buddhism, a world leader?

This leads one back into the history of the man
who was the founder of that particular belief which
dominates the Eastern World.

Historical accounts give us the information that he -
was born in India about 570 years before Christ.

He was the son of one of the leading families, a
prince, one of royal blood in India. He had the social
standing that is so much envied by those beneath the
opportunities of royalty ,and also the wealth of the
family to give him everything that one could ask for.

One can easily follow his development from boy-
hood as following the usual customs of the people
in his social caste, and living as others were living,
in and with his circle of friends.

He married, at the age of nineteen, a princess in
the same social caste with himself. '

His life continues in the usual and ordinary way
until a son was born, when his whole idea of life sud-
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denly changed, and he leaves his wife and child, his
family of high social distinction, as well as the oppor-
tunities for material advancement, and takes up the
life of an ascetic, becomes a beggar and dependent
upon the kindness and charity of the peasant class
for his living.

While this change is stated to .be as a “sudden
change” in his methods of life, still no such change
comes suddenly to any one.

While a change in one’s life may appear as though
it was sudden, still behind the outward appearance
there was going on in his mind, as in the mind of
every one who has the inclination to understand the
spiritual side of our nature, a psychological condensa-
tion of thought that finally was strong enough to
break every social or material consideration, and he
takes the step that no one can understand the why or
wherefore for such an action. It is clear that he met
and was conversant with the traveling ascetics, who
bordered upon the side of fanaticism, in following
the teachings of the religious sects so common in the
East. With their example before him there can hard-
ly be a question but what their ideals, of a better spir-
itual personality, if one followed their example, laid
the foundation for him to take the radical step he took
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to satisfy his ambition of mastering his material ap-
. petites in order to obtain a more spiritually enlight-
ened position. .

He remains in seclusion ,with his thought centered
upon self-abnegation, until he appears before the
public (at the age of 35) with the result of his studies
as given in his “Every one’s salvation is dependent
upon the growth of his own inner nature”; this fol-
lowed by his “Those indeed are conquerors who have
conquered the intoxicating disposition, the mental
intoxication arising from ignorance, sensuality or
craving after future life.”

The Eastern people are more given to the study
of the spiritual side of life than are our Western
people. They do not value the material things of
this life as much as they do the spiritual. This leads
them to be indifferent to their present conditions
while they are looking into the future as their ob-
jective abiding place or home. Many of them are
looking for reincarnation or transmigration to help
them on their way to that desired haven.

The suggestions of reincarnation or transmigra-
tion did not come from Buddha, but were developed
in the East through the teachings of other sects which
have attached themselves, like barnacles, to the work
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of Buddha as the religious foundation for Buddhism.
This, in about the same manner as the Theosophists .
have taken the solid foundations of Christianity, as
taught by Jesus, and then have added the reincarna-
tion theories, to help them out of their fanatical
selfishness.

Buddha is no more to blame for the peculiar con-
ditions that have developed in the various sects of
the religion of Buddhism than Christ is to blame for
the hodge-podge conditions that have developed in
our religious organizations under the name of Christi-
anity. : ‘

When considering Buddhism, it is but a step to
link the name of Buddha as being the author of the
reincarnation theories, but as far as we can trace
Buddha’s thought and example, as expressed in his
works, he did not father that theory any more than
did Zoroaster before his time, or than Christ did in
his life and teachings.

Selfish and fanatical men, with dominating sugges-
tions, are always very earnest in expressing their
thought, and will impress their selfish desires upon
the minds of others, irrespective of fundamental prin-
ciples, and it is this dominating characteristic that is
the cause of all of our peculiar “ists” and “isms” that
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now holds the world under their influence.

That Buddha fully comprehended the wonderful
mastery he had made over his material desires by
overcoming his sensual appetites is, to our mind,
established beyond a question.

Zoroaster and Buddha introduced many ideals of
the spiritual world that are looked upon by careful
students as the foundation stones of Christ’s teach-
ings.

When one commences to look for the real authors
and producers of our spiritual personality he stands
as in a fog trying to see through it all to find a solid
place upon which he can stand and be sure that he is
upon solid ground.

We are too apt to take it for granted that our par-
ticular religious thought was the first and all im-
portant thought suggestion that has given the world
its present standing in civilization. As a matter of
fact, we belong upon the tailboard of an overloaded
wagon of religious thought suggestions, that are as
old as the human race.

When one considers the life of Buddha, we are -
prone to ask did this man do the honorable thing
with and for his wife and child and for his parents
when he, born a prince of one of the leading families
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of India, who had been educated to succeed to the
position of his father, had married into another family
of the same social standing and after a son was born
to them he leaves everything of this world’s goods
that one could ask for, leaves his home, ignores the
wishes of his parents and taking up the life of the
Ascetics lives the life of a beggar to develop the ideals
which had taken possession of his mind? Was he in
his right mind or was his proper place in some re-
treat for the feeble-minded? In other words, was
he doing right to ignore his material environments
and give his time and energies to develop his ideals
of helping the people to better understand their proper
place in the niche of spiritual development? |

It 1s under such conditions that we have to study
the motives or point of view before we can find the
proper answer.
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REINCARNATION.

Theosophists have taken spiritualism and use it
as the foundation for their religious belief, which is
the same belief as that used by every creed, ist or ism,
and then allow their imagination to work out a plan
of saving themselves as coming through reincarna-
tion. |

Credit is due to the people of the East for giving
us the civilized ideals that show us the proper valua-
tion of being just and generous over the selfish and
brutal side of our natures. In fact, it is from the
Eastern people that we have received our ideals of
real spiritual development. But this one of reincarna-
tion, which originated in the East, stands as an ex-
pression of selfishness unequalled in the history of
religious development.

How it has hampered human beings and blinded
them to the simple truth of immortality is only
equalled by some of the formalities used by some of
our church organizations that play upon the ignor-
ance of their members. Stop and think, my theoso-
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phical' friend, and note the result of your suggestions
as you would apply them in the evolution of your
spiritual personality of character building.

You are not satisfied with your present environ-
ment and you wish to return again to this material
condition so that you can pass through other experi-
ences that you are not now enjoying in order to give
you sufficient wisdom to become a perfectly developed
spiritual being. This ,as you say, may take several
reincarnations to fit you for that exalted position.

If you return here again you must occupy the place
of another person and thereby force the one who
should be known in that personality to step out while
you are satisfying your selfish desire for favors that
in reality belong to another individual. Every time
you repeat that reincarnation you are taking the place
of another and crowding out his or her right to de-
velop their own individuality. Even if there was a
natural law that would allow of such a backward step,
can you conceive of a more coarse and brutal expre-
sion of selfishness than your desire to reverse the laws
of nature to satisfy your morbid imagination for spe-
cial favors?

In obsession you can satisfy your selfishness and
practically destroy the individuality of another
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through natural laws. But in so doing, you have to
use the same selfish desire in order to utilize the per-
sonality of the other. person to answer your own
wishes. '

When you use obsession or, through hypnotism,
obsess the mind of another, you, if carrying an atom
of a selfish thought other than one of the highest of
ideals, thereby degrade yourself to a lower level than
that of the brute.

When you disseminate the thought of reincarna-
tion ar¢ you helping your brother man to find the
truth and the importance of developing a spiritual -
personality while here and now in this material body?

Very important questions, my dear friend, specially
so when even a thought suggestion expressed to one
who is careless, and with no settled thought about
the matter, is ready to take the first cross-road that
leads to a quagmire or to a gold mine.

When he or she follows your suggestion about re-
incarnation, thinking that they can return and correct
the mistakes they are now making when here the
next time, they are not considering -their responsi-
bility for their present opportunities. These side door
. entrances are only blind paths that lead to the same
imaginary and visionary things one meets with in
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different parts of the world. All of them have devel-
oped from a fanatical, guess-at-it, method without
taking the time to learn of the natural laws that are
sure to bring their natural results. Soon the guess-
at-it is taken for the genuine, and the truth of things
may be buried for centuries before it finds the light.

When one looks for any natural law in the evolu-
tion of spirit or of material matter that will help them
to find a path that leads to or from reincarnation or
transmigration, that one will find himself fighting
against natural law and that always ends in failure.
To be able to reverse the laws of nature to please the
desire of his or her imagination, only makes one
ridiculous before the earnest student. Obsession is
a natural law and the careless student can, through
a lively imagination, easily lead himself or herself
from the thought and conditions of obsession to that
of reincarnation or transmigration, but no law can be
found that will sustain the position so taken.
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THE UPANISHADS AND THE
BHAGAVADGITA

The Upanishads is the oldest book in the world.
It is reported to be over eight thousand years old. Its
philosophical teachings and thought suggestions are
similar to those in our book of Proverbs.

We have often wondered if the writer of the book
of Proverbs, or the man or men who composed or
rewrote it, were not well acquainted with the Upani-
shads, of India, for the book of Proverbs in our Bible
gives similar epigrammatical thought suggestions as
those given in the Upishads.

"They have another book, of eighteen chapters,
called the Bhagavadgita. The chapters are in size
about the same as the chapters given in our Bible.
This book is reported as being about two thousand
seven hundred years old. Some claim it to be nearly
as old as the Upanishads, but it is impossible to locate
the time when either book was written. They, the
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Upanishads and Bhagavadgita, are the oldest books
of intellectual importance in India.

The Sanskrit literature abounds with Vedas and
other books, giving various visionary ideas floating
in the realm of space, but the foundation for those
ideas are no more to be relied upon than what we
know of the realms of space.

The Upanishads and Bhagavadgita, with many
other books of the East, were in the hands of the
people of India one hundred and thirty years or more
before Buddha was born, and over seven hundred
years before Christ was born.

The Bhagavadgita is full of the same thought
suggestions that are given to us in the Gospels as the
teachings of Christ. While the same words are not
used in the construction of the sentences, still, as you
study that book, many of the same thought sugges-
tions are there as we find them in our New Testament.

One who has been in an orthodox environment is
surprised to learn that India is today the leading -
religious thought center of the world and was for
centuries before our Christian ideals were ever
thought of. The so-called dreamers were the leaders
of the Psychological and Philosophical world cen-
turies before the time of Buddha, and all of those
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leaders turned to their Upanishads and Bhagavadgita
as we turn to our Bible for spiritual knowledge.

When we try to understand the men who wrote
those two books and imagine the civilization that
then existed in their country and then transfer our
thought to the history of the Jewish nation from
which the whole white race developed and then refer
to those people as being barbarians, it causes us to
look upon ourselves as being the barbarians and that
our duty to them is not properly considered.
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LAOTSZE AND CONFUCIOUS

Laotsze and Confucious, LLaotsze the older, were
both born about five hundred years before Christ and
about seventy years after Buddha was born. Laotsze
was a librarian in one of the libraries in China, and
Confucious visited him when compiling his book of
Philosophy. |

The works by Laotsze and Confucious show that
both men were acquainted with the Philosophical and
Psychological works of the Eastern thought world.

The Upanishads and Bhagavadgita were in com-
mon use with the people of India and no doubt both
of those books, as well as others from India, had gone
over into China.

Here was Buddha born about 570 years before
Christ, Laotsze and Confucious about 500 years
before, and Socrates about 470 years before Christ.
These men born in different parts of the world, and
the four within the period of one hundred years of
each other, leads one to believe that it was the influ-
ence of Zoroaster upon the people of the East that
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had its effect in bringing about such results at that
time. They, with Zoroaster who was born about 500
years or more before their time, were, excepting the
unknown authors of the Upanishads and the Bhaga-
vadgita, the leaders of the people and the greatest
teachers of immortality the eastern world had ever
known.

When we look back and see the influence of those
men upon the lives of their brother-men, it makes
one careful about the suggestions that are placed in
the thought world of another person.

What will that seed planted in a well cultivated
thought garden produce? When we analyze this
question it will explain the meaning of what we
believe to be the simple method of our evolution.
The spiritual world existed then as it does today, but
the people of the East have given more study to that
side of life than we of the West, with the result that
they live more for the future than for the present.

The work done by Zoroaster and Buddha in India
and by Laotsze and Confucious in China, in helping
us to find ourselves, are not only recognized but those
men are held in the highest honor by millions of the
people of the eastern world.
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THE PEOPLE OF CHINA

The people of China, as well as others in the
Eastern World, are too often referred to as being
Barbarians. As a matter of fact, their simple and
open methods of dealing with each other, when com-
paring them with other nations in their educational
development, places them far above the general
average.

They have decided opinions about the Spiritual
Evolution of humanity and have great respect for
their Ancestors who have graduated from this school
of life into spiritual personalities.

It is a revelation to our Western World to learn
that these people are well educated in the philosophy
of their own teachers as well as in the philosophy of
the various nations about them.

To judge American citizens as being upon the same
level as the citizens of China is upon the same basis
as calling the people of China Barbarians.

Because two persons do not have the same ideas or
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beliefs about the philosophy of Spiritual Evolution
is no reason why they should be branded as heretics
or Barbarians. |

No greater mistake can be made than to judge any
nation by the lowest examples of its people. Every
nation has its pest holes that are below the general
average of its citizenship. |

To judge the civilization of any nation one should
always look for its best and not for the lowest repre-
sentatives of its citizenship.

It is too often in evidence that a nation’s citizenship
is judged by its noisy and bombastic talkers instead
of the quiet and better educated.

It is this misunderstanding (or not trying to under-
stand the point of view of each other), that causes
the various foolish statements to be made about our
neighbors which, with more study and a careful
analysis of the conditions existing in the citizenship
of every nation, would change our point of view.

All are our neighbors whether by our side or they
are thousands of miles away.
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CHRIST, THE GREATEST OF SPIRITUAL
TEACHERS.

It was about one thousand years after Zoroaster
was born, and about five hundred years after Buddha,
Laotsze, Confucious and Socrates were born, or about
two thousand years ago, that another spiritual
teacher was born, this in a village a few miles from
Jerusalem. The boy worked as other boys do, in
helping the father in his trade as a carpenter.

From early childhood the intuitional side of his
nature was impressed upon all members of the family
as well as upon the friends of the family who were
acquainted with their every-day conditions. His
wonderful spiritual gift of seeing and understanding
the spiritual side of nature, as well as the material
side, were well known, but little appreciated by those
who should have profited from His suggestions.

The first important event that is recorded was His
visit to Jerusalem when He was about thirteen years
of age. While the family were passing through the
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crowds of people viewing the sights of the “side-
shows,” or “midway” as we call them, the Boy was
lost. (Any one who has visited the fairs in those
Eastern cities can understand, in the hurly-burly
crowds that are always in evidence, how easily not
only a boy but a grown person can ‘be lost.) The
parents, believing that the Boy was with friends of
the family from the same village, did not worry about
Him until they started back for home. They then
learned that their friends had not seen Him. Not
finding Him with their friends, as they expected, they
became anxious and a little annoyed to think that
they must retrace their steps and go back to Jeru-
salem to find Him.

When found He was with the Church dlgmtarles
the Rabbis or Doctors of the Law, who were the
leading representative men connected with the syna-
gogues, or churches, of Jerusalem. That these earnest
and serious-minded leaders of the people were aston-
ished at the exhibition of the spiritual gifts possessed
by this Boy can be readily understood by those who
have made a study of the development of the spiritual
laws about us, especially so by those who have studied
the Bible and have found that the important truths
contained in that Book reveal the evolution of our
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spiritual personality as it merges into immortality.

When you look back to study the effect upon your-
self, when you have met one of those frank and open-
minded mediums who, to an unusual degree possess
these spiritual gifts, you will remember your own
surprise and in wonder ask yourself if it is the truth
or some trick that is a semblance of the truth that is
being placed before you. It was the same with those
Rabbis. They were surprised beyond measure and
could not understand how that village Boy obtained
such a wonderful gift.

Wherever you go, with all of the study and experi-
ence he or she may have had, every one is surprised
to find that that gift is exhibited just where they least
expect to find it. The more surprising thing is to
learn that the medium is surprised to find that others
do not see and understand what, to them, is a natural
and every-day common occurrence. When you recall
your visit to a real medium and have found several
there that you did not expect to meet, all studying
the spiritual side of their nature and then studying
each other to see the effect produced upon their minds
and learn how surprised they have been to find the
truth in such a quiet place, leaves one in a state of
mind that requires one to pinch himself to see if he
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is in a material body.

You then talk with the medium and find another
surprise when you hear—*“Well, I am surprised to
see so many who cannot see their own natural birth-
right and come here to find the plain simple truths
that are within their own personality if they would
only open their own minds to the truth.” When one
leaves such a meeting the mind goes back to that
meeting of Christ with those Rabbis, and he can soon
see how natural it was for them to be surprised when
in the presence of that spiritually gifted young Boy.

The curtain now falls upon that Boy’s life for about
seventeen years, when He again appears before His
friends and the people of Jerusalem at about thirty
years of age.

That He must have visited the eastern part of the
world during this period of time appears, to a student,
as the natural thing for him to do.

A person with that turn of mind will go to any part
of this world and use up his or her last penny seeking
for that pearl of great price, the truths about
immortality, which are the natural conditions of our
development that are today and tomorrow our own
property if we will but take possession.

Upon His appearance he begins at once to teach
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His people about the natural laws of the spiritual
world and the results that will follow if they will live
in ‘conformity with those laws. No one was more
earnest to have His people understand the value of
these simple laws than He ‘was. Every so-called
miracle performed or parable uttered carried, with
that action or thought expressed, the suggestion of
His brotherhood with man, and being a Man they
could do any and all of the things He had done if they
would live as He had lived. '

It is the knowledge of these spiritual laws about
us, though unseen to the material eye, that gives to
man the mastery over this world and all worlds. He
‘not only brought to us the religious ideals of the East,
but He outclassed Zoroaster and Buddha as to the
importance of our daily living as well as setting an
example for each one of us by associating with the
different classes or castes of society, as well as ignor-
ing all sanctimonious formalities, and associating
‘with those who were spiritually inclined of every
class. No one ever used more severe words in con-
demning the hypocritical methods of the leaders of
His own religion or made it more clear that honest
thinking and plain living brought into the lives of
every human being the realities of character of soul
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building than He did. That what we are now work-
ing into our lives is, in reality, a heaven making per-
sonality here that will continue and be our heaven
hereafter.

No greater mistake was ever made than in using
the word supernatural in trying to explain His work.
It was all as natural to Him as for us to do any simple
task. < |
When we see something done that is new or strange
to us we may call it a miracle but, as a matter of fact,
it is simply ignorance upon our part, and when we
say miracle or supernatural we only advertise our
ignorance of the natural laws through which the work
is carried out.

His wonderful occult develoment was clearly exem-
plified in His meeting with a woman of a different
nationality, the woman of Samaria at the well, as
given in the fourth chapter of John. But to exercise
that natural gift in a natural way, one must live under
requirements of the laws that will bring about those
results. The one who knows is our master and
teacher until we are as familiar with and know the
laws through which the work is done.

You may ask if it was possible for Him to walk
upon water and if He could do the various things in
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healing the diseased as He did and this in a natural
way? Our answer is absolutely yes. By living a
true life in and through the spiritual laws He had so
spiritualized His material body that He had, through
the spiritual being superior to the material, become
the master of the material laws and they were subject
to His will.

Notice again, that the natural gifts He exhibited
with the Rabbis when He first went to Jerusalem,
was a part of His nature, and this He had preserved
through the mastery of Himself, and this made Him
the stronger man spiritually. This, with His broader
knowledge of the people of the world, placed Him
superior to any man in all history. We have not
found another man who had the wonderful spiritual
vision and had so clearly mastered the material
. desires of His animal nature and lived so earnestly
and reservedly in His spiritual environment as did
Christ.

The two who were second, and stand out in Biblical
history as nearly His equal, were Elijah and Elisha,
but whenever they allowed their thought to develop
a selfish desire they immediately tarnished their
spiritual ideal.

These selfish desires Christ mastered, and this
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mastery of selfishness gave Him the knowledge of the
spiritual world that made Him the leader in bringing
the spiritual side of nature more clearly in view.
While He gave evidence of a knowledge of the
Eastern religions, and clearly supported the ideals
advanced by Zoroaster and Buddha, still He did not
allow Himself to depart from natural law, but always
and-in every place was its champion and defender.

His remark to allow children to come unto Him,
“For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven,” was a state-
ment showing the requirements of every one who
desired that environment. Children are natural in
their ways, more kind and free from selfishness and
pride than older persons. When you take that
thought into consideration you have honest and
clean-minded thought suggestions which make one
at home wherever he or she may be.

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it
were not so I would have told you.” This being so,
where are we building our mansion? Is it with the
lowest in ignorance and selfishness? Or is it with the
ideal workers who are trying to make the conditions
surrounding us better and the burdens of our daily
duties easier to carry?

Have we learned that we are now in the spiritual

Google



76 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

world? That our character building is soul building?
That we are now making our mansion in Heaven?
That the least thought we allow to become evident in
word or act or to so plant it in our minds that we wish
for it to ourselves, but always unknown to those about
us, becomes a part of our character building and will
be evident in our spiritual personality? That we will
have.-to meet those thoughts and acts in the clear
light of the spirit when we graduate from this A. B. C.
school of life?

It is when we learn the truth of these natural laws
that we can understand, but at a distance, the greatest
medium the world has ever known in opening the
doors of the spiritual world so that we can see that
we are now building for all time.

That we may better understand that we are today
a living spiritual personality, we refer the reader to
the manifestation as recorded in the seventeenth
chapter of Matthew. “And after six days Jesus taketh
Peter, James and John his brother, and bringeth them
up into a high mountain apart, and was transfigured
before them, and His face did shine as the sun, and
His raiment was white as the light. And behold there
appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with
him. Then answers Peter and said unto Jesus, Lord,
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it is good for ws to be here; if thou wilt let us make
here three tabernacles, one for Thee and one for
Moses and one for Elias,” etc., etc.

Here is an important record that should always be
placed in the limelight to help us over any doubtful
position.

Here were two of the oldest and greatest of the
Jewish leaders; one Moses who had been dead, so
called, for over fourteen hundred years, and the other,
Elias, the identification not clearly given, reported as
having been dead for over eight hundred years. Some
claim that the Elias here referred to was Elijah, while
others claim it was Elisha. As a fundamental fact, in
helping us to find the answer to our spiritual evolu-
tion, it will not .make the slightest difference as to
whether it was Elijah or Elisha. Both men were
companions .and lived about eight hundred years
before Christ was born.

In the history of civilization (which is another
expression for understanding ourselves or evolution),
the lives of both men in their desre to help humanlty
were, in their time, unequalled.

When we study the last days of Elijah’s life and
notice the large number of seers, prophets or mediums
that were in every place that Elijah and Elisha passed
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through (also notice that these same seers, prophets
or mediums of all grades, according to their spiritual
attainments, knew that Elijah was going to graduate
from this A. B. C. school of life, and speaking to
Elisha about it were told by Elisha that he knew
Elijah’s transition would soon take place), it takes us
into the presence of those where we enjoy quiet hours
of meditation and then, turning our thoughts to the
occult side of life, we see the natural process of our
evolution from childhood to old age and then into a
spiritual personality. ~

The transition of Elijah soon follows with Elisha
left to act as his successor with the people.

We can imagine that if the seers, prophets or
mediums had given as much attention to the transi-
tion of Elijah as that given to it by Elisha they would
have traveled far to be present. As we place our-
selves back to the day of the transition of Elijah and
then pass over eight hundred years of time to the day
when the materialization of Moses and Elias took
place, it appears to us that the sequel of immortality
was settled for all time.

Were those men dead or were they alive as the
spiritual personality of their material development
while here in their material body?
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To call one dead because he changes his environ-
ment and has left his material body and graduated
into the higher class of life appears ridiculous, for
Christ made it manifest that they were not dead and
this before witnesses so that no doubt could arise
about its proof. The record is made by Matthew
while the witnesses were Peter, James and John.

No meeting or manifestation in all history equals
this demonstration in bringing us to a realizing sense
of our spiritual birthright. Its importance in estab-
lishing the truth of the continuation of our living in
the spiritual body and that body recognized through
its connection with and relation to the former mate-
rial body, cannot be too strongly impressed upon our
minds. That we will know and be known there as we
are known here is so evident, from that manifestation,
that we cannot see how anyone can question it. If
there remains a doubt, then we should carefully study
and investigate until we know by actual experience
that those who have lived here are now living there
and that they are separated from us only by the
natural laws which pertain to the two different con-
ditions, as different as those that existed one hour
before we were born and one hour afterwards. But
these conditions are merged into one if we will open
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our spiritual eyes and find the Kingdom of Heaven
dwelling within us as an ever present living reality.

The different phases of Christ’s mediumistic gifts
were manifested in such a remarkable manner that,
at first thought, it appears as unnatural. But when
one goes below the surface to find the foundation for
it all, then the clear light of truth illuminates the
whole life as natural for every one if they will live up
to the requirements that will produce the results.

His gift of clairvoyance was clearly given when
He met the woman of Samaria at the well, but He did
not look upon that as so important as His other gifts.

When Nathaniel was surprised at the remark made
by Christ that he saw Him while sitting under a fig
tree, Christ said to him that he would see greater
things, implying that clairvoyance was of minor
importance to His other gifts.

The supreme thought that runs through His
parables is for us to live pure spiritual lives while we
are now developing through the material body, and
if we followed that teaching our spiritual gifts would
be limitless. This is repeated over and over again in
His various thought suggestions. The more we study
and investigate the various conditions the more clear
and simple it appears that His life was so frankly
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honest that it was confusing to the materially in-
clined. We cannot understand why anyone will try
to build up some imaginary idea about His character
and personality when the natural laws of our being
are so plain that even the simple minded can follow
them without a mental effort.

One remarks that natural law applies only to this
material world but, my dear friend, every material
thing is only the outward appearance of the spiritual
ideal that is within, '

Where were you and I five minutes before either of
us were borri? In the womb of nature and there in
its prenatal condition which receives from its parents
their characteristics stamped upon us at birth.

Where are you and I today? In the womb of
nature weaving into our character, or soul building
those qualities that will make us a spiritual person-
ality when we are born or graduate into the next
sphere of life. Our individuality was, up to the
minute of birth, dependent upon our parents. Then
we commence our individual character building and
step by step we are today what we have made of our-
selves through our environment.

When we consider the character and life work of
this Man and compare His life with our own to ascer-
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tain why He, in a natural way, could develop a power
beyond that which is manifested by His brother man,
and at the same time learn from His statements that
He was a Man like ourselves and subject to like
temptations, the thought overwhelms us as we begin
to seek for the laws which exist, and under our con-
trol, that make such a difference between His life and
our own. He plainly states that we are brothers and
all possess the same powers and live under like con-
ditions. This being true, why do we fail to reach the
mental altitude to comprehend His spiritual develop-
ment and remain oblivious to the great truths in and
under which we live?
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INERT SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL FORCES

Mankind, with their material desires, live and con-
trol material things to satisfy their material wishes.
But when any man wakes from his material sleep
and begins to see the action of spiritual law working
in this material world, begins to master his material
desires by overcoming and holding them in subjec-
tion, to advance within himself his spiritual intuition,
then he grows in the spiritual, becomes the master
of the inert spiritual forces, the same as the one whose
alm is material wealth becomes the master of the
inert material forces.

When one is seeking for the truth of spiritual laws
about us it is then that the spiritual laws of the
material forces are gradually developed and he
becomes a master of those laws as he becomes more
the master of himself, and thereby the natural laws
pertaining to the spiritual world are more clearly
comprehended.

When any man begins to understand the spiritual
laws in this natural world, as well as the natural laws
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in the spiritual world, as he develops spiritual knowl-
edge over the inert spiritual and material forces, he
makes law or nature a true exponent of itself by-re-
vealing his real selfhood to himself.

The man Jesus became master of the inert spiritual
and material forces by mastering the selfish and
" material desires within himself. The two inert forces,
the spiritual and the material, entwined within each
other, serving the supreme and active spiritual force,
became His servants. Although living in this material
environment He was surrounded by the active spirit-
ual forces which were drawn to Him through His
noble ideals and true living He thereby became the
Master of the inert spiritual forces and could make
them active through His spiritualized, material body.

The knowledge of this power was to Him a simple,
natural law, although to us it is called miraculous and
incomprehensible. It is knowledge over ignorance
the same as an educated man leads and instructs an
ignorant man. To the one who is master of the law,
it is a simple natural result and he cannot understand
why another is in doubt about the plain evident facts.
But to the one who does not understand the law, he
is spiritually blind and everything to that one is in-
comprehensible, and too often these laws are laughed
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at and called ridiculous.

When you analyze the natural life-giving laws that
Christ laid down for us to master, one is amazed at
the simple methods given for us to follow. When
you study the results that come from the kind of
living that He suggested, you will find the same laws
at work as they worked through him at that time,
It was a common remark of His that if anyone lived
as He had lived they could do the things He had done.

It is a simple matter to give the spiritual part of
our nature the preference over the material when the
spiritual has been so developed that it can be indif-
ferent to the material environment. But when we try
to meet those ideals in our daily living, we soon find
that the material conditions of our environment have
planted seeds in the foundation of our character so
deep that the little we have done that we should not
have done has given those seeds an opportunity to
grow until that foundation is so full of cracks that
one wonders, as he looks at his character building,
whether that building can weather the storms that
are so trying and never ending.

It is when we come in conflict with the activities of
our daily living that they wake us up to our responsi-
bilities and we ask ourselves—are we here to play the
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part of a puppet or to evolve from the inert spiritual
- and material forces a spiritual personality with its
own individual characteristics that will inscribe its
record upon our book of life and lay a foundation for
our spiritual development as we graduate from this
primary class of material desires into the higher class
of spiritual living?

When we ask this question we are upon the ground
and in the presence of a power that far transcends
our comprehension. Its limitless force makes it an
all-important subject for our earnest consideration
so that we may comprehend life in its entirety and
not forget that every step we take is a part of our
journey.

The eternal factors of our spiritual development
from the chaotic conditions of I believe this or I
believe that, is to bring into actual living force the
clearer and more satisfactory condition of I know this
and I know that. The trouble with everyone of us is
that we have preconceived notions about some hobby
of our own and hug it as our personal right to make
others see our one-sided view of things. |

We have forced, through our prejudices, our half-
baked thought upon the no-baked thought of others
so that they have remained blind to the real truth
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through our prejudiced influence. Later, when we
analyze the meaning of the word “prejudice,” we find
that the words prejudice and ignorance mean the
same thing to those who hear those words used.

Many earnest teachers have given their all to help
. us find our real and ever present spiritual birthright
but, ignoring all, we go rambling and stumbling
along with our preconceived notions in the environ-
ment of believing things and never reach the hill top
of knowledge where we can say—I know.

While the lessons in this school of life have been
severe still we have learned that spirit is the domi-
nating factor in the development of the human
family, that it permeates all material matter, that the
person who is intellectually and spiritually minded is
always the master of the lower vibratory conditions
of the spirit in the material body.

The evolution of character from childhood to old
age is only the open door to see our soul evolving
from ignorance to knowledge.

The development of a spiritual personality from
crude spirit is similar to that of the development of

a watch spring from crude iron. The life giving ele-
ment which permeates every material thing is the air
we breathe or crude spirit.
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MIRACLES AND THE SUPERNATURAL

A miracle is an evidence of a superior knowledge
and power possessed by the operator but not known
or understood by those witnessing the demonstration.
It is a proper and natural use of that law known to
the one who understands the law. But to the inexpe-
rienced or ignorant it is a supernatural and miracu-
lous demonstration. Such demonstrations are grand
thought leaders to make us investigate and study the
natural law through which they are produced.

The miracle worker has given us a large world to
explore when he says that a miracle is the evidence
of supernatural power. There is no more fruitful
subject for the imagination to work upon than this
about the supernatural.

When we try to enter any room that is labelled
supernatural we have found door after door locked
and bolted by some fanatical leader who has loudly
proclaimed his right to stop our mind from thinking
and analyzing any thought suggestion that has been
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labelled supernatural. But the thought factory re-
fuses to be satisfied with those dogmatically closed
‘doors and begins to investigate so as to learn about
this supernatural world.

What has surprised us, and this beyond measure,
is that when we have asked those who speak so glibly
about the supernatural, “What is supernatural and
where is this supernatural world?”

The only answer we have ever received has been,
“It 1s the mysterious things in life that are super-
natural.” Again we have asked, “What are those
mysterious things?” To this question we have re-
ceived various answers but in every case it depended
upon the experience and knowledge of the one who
answered the question as to what he considered
supernatural. ,

Many consider the acts of Houdini and Thurston
as being supernatural. But when we investigate any
one of those so-called supernatural powers we have
found one and all of them based upon natural condi-
tions and the result follows in a natural way. When
one investigates and studies the various propositions
placed before him for consideration, we have found
that it is all within our knowledge if we will master
the laws through which the result is obtained.

Google



90 EVOLUTION OF CRUDE SPIRIT

That wonderful force, electricity, can be trans-
mitted for miles through a simple wire. Several
parties, ten, twenty or more miles from civilization
and away from any supposed danger to any one of
them personally, may pass one of those wires and one
of the number carelessly touching the wire, and hav-
ing made a connection through himself and the earth,
is instantly paralyzed. His ignorant companions, not
knowing the natural law which has acted in a natural
way, will call it a miraculous power and a judgment
from God.
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THE OCCULT SCIENCES

In every part of the country we hear people, the

supposed more highly learned, criticize and ridicule
the subtile sciences of astrology, thought transfer-
ence, hypnotism, palmistry and phrenology. Also the
spiritual gifts of occultism, mediumship and healing,
and when we meet the less informed they do not stop
with criticism and ridicule, but we hear the stigma
of black art, witches, sorcery, charlitanism and many
other names used by the ignorant in giving expres-
sion to their babyish egotism.
- When we criticize, condemn or sneeringly ridicule
any one of these sciences or spiritual gifts, we
smother and kill by brute force the foundations of our
life-giving forces. It is through these sciences and
gifts that we have evolved from the lowest forms of
selfishness to our present environment. Through
them we are led to higher and cleaner ideals of truth.
It requires earnest thought and years of patient in-
vestigation before one can say, as doubting Thomas
at last admitted, “My Lord and my God.”
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